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nd 
ON THE MANNER OF SENDING SUPPLIES OF PROVISIONS AND CLOTHING TO THE 
UNITED STATES SQUADRON ON THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 18, 1824. 
To the House of Representatives: 

In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 15th April, requesting the 
President to cause to be communicated to the House a statement of the supplies which have been sent from 
the United States to any of the ports of South America, for the use of our squadrons on the Pacific ocean, 
of the amount paid for such supplies, with the names of the owners of the vessels, and other details 
therein specified, I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of the Navy, which, with the docu- 
ments accompanying it, furnishes the information desired. 

JAMES MONROE. . 

May 18, 1824. 


Navy Deparrment, May 13, 1824. 
Sir: In answer toa resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 15th of April, calling for 
information in relation to provisions and stores furnished to the squadron in the Pacific ocean, I have the 
honor to transmit a copy of a letter from the Commissioners of the Navy, dated 8th May, containing papers 
marked A, B, and ©; copy of a letter from the Fourth Auditor, dated 6th May, aecompanied by three 
statements marked D, BK, and F, and a copy of a letter from the Fourth Auditor, dated the 8th May, in 
relation to the slop clothing shipped on board the America, for the United States ship Franklin, in the 
Pacific ocean; which contain, together, the information required by the resolution. 
Tam, with the highest respect, sir, yours, &c., &e., 
SAM. L. SOUTHARD. 
The Presipent of the United States. 





Navy Commisstoxers’ Orrice, May 8, 1824. 

Sir: The Navy Commissioners have the honor of submitting the enclosed paper A, which furnishes 
the information in their possession, called for by the resolution of the honorable the House of Representa- 
tives of the 15th ult, 

With regard to the shipment of slop clothing, authorized to be made in the ship America, the 
Commissioners beg leave to present: 

Paper B, copy of a letter from Mr. Fitzgerald, purser of the Franklin, to the Commissioners, dated 
21st September, 1821. 

Paper C, copy of a letter from the board to Commodore Charles Stewart, dated 24th September; 1821, 
authorizing him to ship afew hogsheads of slop clothing to Valparaiso, in the ship America; which papers 
contain all the information in the possession of this office upon the subject. 

[ have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


JNO. RODGERS 


Honorable Sanven L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 
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10 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 259. 


A. 


Exhibit showing the kind and quantity of provisions, stores, or supplies, shipped from the United States, for 
the use of our vessels of war, in the Pacific; the ports whence shipped; the names of the ships or vessels 
employed; the time when shipped; the freight agreed to be paid; and the names of the owner or owners 


of such ships or vessels. 


| _— a 
| a an 3 2 
| ~ 8 og hm 
| ios - 
| | et gy ° . to | 
Provisions, &c., shipped. Ports whence shipped. © Time when ship- | ° 3. | Names of the owners of 
: "a rd “nr - 
| Se as ped. = e é | such ships or vessels. 
eee, ox 
| = " eS = | 
“ a4 | 
| 
Four hundred barrels pork, twenty-two kegs | | 
of yellow paint, cight kegs of black paint, | | 
fifty-six kegs of white lead, five tierces lin- | 
| 
, . ses | 
seed oil, one and a half casks of spirits of 
turpentine, twenty barrels tar, five barrels | | 
turpentine, five barrels pitch, five kegs ver- 
digris, and one keg of litharge ...-.-+++++ | Baltimore.....++.. | Armenius October, 1821. $3.00 | James Bosley. 
A few hogsheads of slop clothing, such as the 
Franklin could not conveniently receive on 





board ...0 00 sccccccvcccccccsesces eseoe | New York.. ...--- | America. | September .... .»s» | S. Whitney, EK. Tibbets, 

G. Hoyt and Henry L. 

| Dekoven. 

Four hundred barrels of flour. .....- coceccee | Now York....- oe- | Potosi.. | February, 1822 3 00 N. and G. Griswold. 

Jhree hundred barrels beef, one hundred and 
fifty barrets of pork, cight hundred barrels 
of flour, one hundred barrels of bread...-++ Distrietof Columbia = Talbot.. | July..ssseeeee 3 00 Richard Gardner. 


Three bundred and ten barrels of beef, one | | 
hundred and sixty barrels of pork, one hun- 
dred and fifty barrels of flour, sixteen hogs- 
heads of molasses, sixty-two barrels of rice, 
forty-nine barrels of vinegar, two hundred 
and eight boxes of spermaccti candles....- Jaltimore..eeeeee. Orion... | September .... 3 00 Wenry Thompson. 
Two hundred barrels of beef, one hundred 


barrels of pork...+...eee cisescucs sescces | Boston... .cccccecse Tartar.. © September,1823 3.00 | Bryant and Sturgess. 


New York, September 21, 1821]. 
Sim: At the request of Commodore Stewart, Tam induced to address you on the subject of the slop 
elothing of the United States ship Franklin, The quantity required is so large, that room cannot be 
made for the stowing of it in hogsheads on board, and he has sugweested the idea of sending a few hogs- 
heads, (if it should meet your approbation, ) to Valparaiso, by the ship America, which sails from this 
port in a few days. 
Will you be good enough to inform me, sir, if this suggestion meet your approbation; and if it should, 
will you be pleased to give orders accordingly? 
J have the honor to be, with great respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
KDW'D FITZGERALD, Purser. 


Commodore Joun Roperrs, President of the Board of Navy Commissioners. 


Navy Coxmisstoners’ Orrice, September 24, 1821, 

Sir: Mr. Fitzgerald, purser of the Franklin, has suggested to this board, that. the quantity of slop 
clothing required for the ship Franklin, is so large, that room cannot conveniently be made for. the 
stowing of it in hogsheads on board, and that a few hogsheads might be shipped to Valparaiso in the 
ship America, which vessel will sail from New York in a few days, The Commissioners concur in this 
proposition, if you should advise it; and you will consider yourself authorized to have such part of the 
slop clothing, as cannot convenicntly be shipped on board the Franklin, shipped accordingly in the 
America, 

The Cominissioners intend shipping by the Armenius, from Baltimore, 400 barrels of pork, for the use 
of the Franklin, and other vessels on the station to which you are proceeding; this pork will be delivered 
at Valparaiso, 

I am, respectfully, &e., &e., JNO. RODGERS. 


Commodore Stewart, New York. 


Wee 


We 


1824.] PROVISIONS AND CLOTHING. 11 


Treasury Department, Fourth Auditor’s Office, May 6, 1824. 

Sir: In pursuance of the resolution of the House of Representatives, under date of the L5th ult., 
calling on the President of the United States “to cause to be laid before the House any information he 
ay POSsess, showing the kind and quantity of provisions, stores, or supplies of any kind, which have 
been sent from the United States to any of the ports of South America, on the Pacific ocean, for the use 
of vessels of war of the United States, designating the port from whence such supplies were sent, the 
name of the ship or vessel so employed, the time when, and the amount paid for such, and for the trans- 
portation thereof; likewise the name of the owner or owners of such ship or vessel; how and when paid; 
also the amount paid in such ports, by any officer or agent of this government, for supplies of any kind, 
for the vessels of war of the United States, stating the name and office of the person, the time when, the 
place where, and the mode of payment whether in bills, notes or money; if in bills or notes, whether at 
par value, if not, at what discount or advance,’’—TI have the honor to transmit herewith, three several 
statements, exhibiting, so far as can be obtained from accounts received at this office, or from the records 
thereof, all the information required by said resolution. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. LEE, Auditor pro tem. 

Ifon. Samuen L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 
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Treascry Deparrwent, Fourth Auditors Office, May 8, 1824. 

Sir: In answer to your verbal inquiry of this morning, relative to the freight paid for the slop 
clothing of the United States ship Franklin, shipped on board the America, at New York, in October, 
1821, I have the honor to state, that neither the accounts of the Navy agent at New York or Valparaiso 
show any payment to have been made by them for such transportation; it is therefore presumed, that it 
has been paid by the purser of the Franklin, whose accounts have not been received at this office. 

| have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. LEK, Auditor pro tem. 
The Hon, Samven L. Sovruarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


; No. 260. [Ist Srssron. 


winshanhsaaincend 
AMOUNTS OF SETTLEMENTS AND DELINQUENCIES OF PRIZE AGENTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 22, 1824. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I transmit to the House of Representatives a report of the Secretary of the Navy, in compliance 
with their resolution of the 14th of April last, respecting prize agents; which report contains the informa- 


tion requested, 
JAMES MONROE, 
Wasutneton Crry, Jay 22, 1824. 


Navy Deparrment, April 26, 1824. 

Sm: I have the honor to enclose herewith, a copy of a letter from the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, 
together with a statement, showing “ what amount of money has been refunded to the government, by 
the several prize agents, since the Ist day of March, 1828, designating the amount paid by each agent, 
and when paid; what legal proceedings have been instituted against each delinquent agent; when 
instituted, and the present state of said proceedings,” prepared in obedience to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, of the 14th instant. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


SAM. L. SOUTHARD, 
The Preswwent of the United States. 


Treasctry Department, Fourth Auditor's Office, April 23, 1824. 

Str: In pursuance of the resolution of the House of Representatives, under date of the 14th instant, 
ealling on the President of the United States ‘to inform the House what amount of money had been 
refunded to the government by the several prize agents, since the Ist day of March, 1828, designating 
the amount paid by each agent, and when paid; what legal proceedings have been instituted against 
such delinquent agents; when instituted, and the present state of such proceedings, and whether the 
provisions of the joint resolution of Congress, approved 3d March, 1823, have been enforced in all cases ;” 
I have the honor to enclose herewith, a statement exhibiting the balances due from prize agents, on the 
Ist of March, 1823; the amount refunded into the treasury; the amount accounted for by the agent on the 
exhibition of vouchers for payments made to the claimants, or of their power of attorney to the agent to 
receive and receipt for the same, with the date of the settlements, and the balances due from each prize 
agent up to this date. In relation to delinquent agents, no legal proceedings have been instituted 
against them, except in one case, that of Buller Cocke, in which judgment was obtained in May, 1823, 
but the amount thereof has not yet been paid into the treasury; and as respects “the joint resolution of 
Congress of the 3d March, 1823,’’ I beg leave to state, that it has of late been enforced, as will be seen 
by reference to the statement. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, WM. LEE. 


Hon, Samver L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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| No. 261. 


NAVAL AFFATRS. 





I8ru Coneress. | No. 261. [2p Sesston, 


APPLICATION OF A) MERKTING OF MERCIEANTS AND CIPRIZENS OF NEW YORK, THAT 
PROTECTION BE GIVEN TO THE TRADE WITH CUBA AGAINST THE PIRATES, 
COMMUNICATED TO TILE SENATE DECEMBER 13, [S2-4. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The citizens of New York solicit the attention of your honorable body to a subjec 
interest, affecting equally the commerce and revenue of the uation, the lives of our citizens, and the 


‘tof the deepest 


prosperity of a most respectable class of merchants, 

The trade to the Island of Cuba has for many years been increasing, and has now become one of the 
most valuable branches of our foreign commerce, In its importance to the Union, it is not inferior te our 
trade with Pranee and all her colonies. Tt is a most advantageous market for our produce and manu- 
factures; furnishes us with many useful articles of consumption; employs a vast amount of American 
tonnage; is a nursery for our seamen, and yields a kirge revenue to our treasury. This trade was prose- 
cuted until within a few years past, with buat little interruption; but, in consequence of wars ino the 
different Spanish provinces, which have had the effeet ereatly to weaken the sense of moral obligation, 
and from a partial suppression of the Spanish slave trade, many ferocious spirits have been put out of 
enployment, and a class of men have arisen, and located themselves in different parts of that island, who 
seem, by their robberies and their cruclties, to emulate the bueaneers of former times. 

The piracies of these mon were confined, for a time, principally to plundering our vessels, and mat- 
treating our seamen. By the exertions of the naval foree, under Commodore Porter, their atrocities were 
rendered less frequent, and a hope was entertained that they would be entirely discontinued; but. this 
hope has proved delusive. The necessary withdrawal of our ships of war during the sickly season, the 
supineness or connivance of the local authorities of Cuba, and the imbecility of the Spanish government, 
have conspired to renew the piratical system with increased activity and horror; whole crews have been 
recently murdered, their vessels burnt, and their cargoes plundered, and, in some instances, openly sold 
at the Matanzas or the Havana. 

Without some protection in this trade, more efficient than any which has yet been afforded, and 
better adapted to repel the attacks of these abandoned men, we are apprehensive that this great branch of 
our foreign commerce, and the revenues arising from it, will be materially diminished. It is a huwful 
commerce, and our citizens have a right to claim the protection of government in its pursuit. 

The system adopted by these bands of pirates, is to vo out from their places of concealment in small 
open boats, attack unarmed vessels, and, by indiscriminate slauehter, to remove all chanee of detection. 
A commerce liable to such risks cannot be prosecuted; merchants will be unwilling to expose their 
property, and seamen will not be willing to jeopardize their lives. 

We have thus briefly stated the evils which threaten not only our direct trade to Cuba, but also our 
commerce to every part of the Gulf of Mexico. It is not too much to say, that they are too ereat to be 
endured; and, contiding in’ the wisdom and justice of your honorable body, we pray that suitable and 
ellectual IeCAUSULreS haty be speedily devised to remove them. 

We would respectfully submit: to the consideration of Congress, whether it would not be expedient 
that a law should be passed, authorizing merchant vessels to arm, for their own protection, under such 
regulations, and with such rules for their government, as may appear necessary, and which may avoid 
the danger of committing the peace of the nation to the discretion of individuals. 

And that the squadron on the Cuba station should be reinforeed; that decoy vessels should be 
employed, and that the ships of war be furnished with additional launches and boats, calculated to pursue 
the pirates into their retreats and fastnesses, 

We would further respectfully sugeest, that the President of the United States be requested to make 
suitable remonstrances to the government of Spain, and to the authorities of Cuba, relative to the piracies 
committed on American vessels, and the murder of their crews, by persons issuing from the shores of that 
island; and to state, most tnplicithy, that if the evils are not removed, they will be held) liable for the 
CONSequences, 

Should such remonstrances be made, and should they be ineffectual, the citizens of New York pledge 
themselves to support their government tuany ulterior measures which may be necessary, even if they 
extend to the blockade of every part of that island, 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &e. 


A true copy of a memorial, unanimously adopted at a meeting of merchants and citizens of the city 
of New York, held at the Toutine Coffee House, on the 2d day of December, [824, 


WM. BAYARD, Chairman. 


Attest: 
Sreruen Aue, Secretary. 

















NOMINATION OF 





MIDSHIPMEN. 





1824. | 


IQru Concress. | No. 262. | 2p SESSION, 


NOMINATION OF PASSED MIDSHIPMEN TO BE LIEUTENANTS IN THE NAVY, AND 
REASONS FOR SUCIL NOMINATION, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 16, T824. 


In Executive Session: } 
Senare or tHe Unerep Srares, Thursday, December 16, 1824. § 


, 
The following written message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Everett, 


his secretary: . 


Tov the Senate of the United States: 
Jnominate the following named persons, now passed midshipmen, to be promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant in the navy of the United States, in the order in which they stand: 


D. 1. Mackey, G. W. Carpender, J. 1. Saunders, J. Bo tull, jr, Jott S. Payne, Jolin KB. Prentiss, 
Joseph Moorhead, Samuel B. Phelps, William T. Rodgers, Thomas Pettigru, Augustus Cutts, John S, 
Chauncey, Irvine Shubrick, Charles Miery, Thomas R. Gerry, John Kelly, Hugh Dulany, Edmund Byrne, 
Kdward S. Johnson, William Hh Gardner, Prederick Garrett, David G. Parrawut, Ro S. Pinkney, Stephen 
B. Wilson, Kdward ©. Rutledge, William S. Harris, Thomas Dornin, Benjamin S. Grimke, John P. Tuttle, 
Robert Bo Cunningham, dames Glynn, doseph Myers, William ©. Wetmore, William B. Nicholson, 
Thomas R. Gedney, John Bubier, Vietor Mo Randolph, Joseph Cutts, jr, Jacob Crowninshield, Mrederick 
Kngle, Thomas S. Brown, Alexander J.D. Brown, Jesse Smith, John TH. Smith, Merrit S. Scott, Francis 
Sanderson, John Rudd, Robert: Ritchie, David Re Stewart, William W. MeKean, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
je, Franklin Buchanan, HE TE Hobbs, Samuel Mercer, Charles Lowndes, Duncan N. Ingraham, Jolin 
Marston, jr, Henry Brace, William D. Newman, A.B. Pinekham, William TL Tomer, James D. Knight, 
Joseph Mattison, William S. Walker, Alexander Slidell, James 5S. Boughan, George FP. Pearson, 


JAMES MONROE. 


The message was read. 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, to consider and report thereon; and 
that the document accompanying it be printed under an injunction of secrecy. 


Document accompanying the message of the President of the United States, nominating midshipmen. 


Navy Derarrment, December 6, 1824. 

Sin: T have the honor respectfully to present to you the list of passed midshipmen, and to express 
an opinion that they ought, and wish that they may be nominated to the Senate for promotion to the rank 
of lieutemant. 

To encourage emulation, te sustain moral character, and insare improvement in professional skill, 
the Department, for several successive years, appointed a board of competent officers, to examine mid- 
shipmen of a particular age in the service. Albof the age specified were required to offer themselves for 
this examination, and if they failed to do so, without a satisfactory excuse, they were to be considered 
out of the service. The understanding of these young officers, of their friends and the public was, that 
they should, at an carly day after their examination, be promoted, if their character and conduct were 
found to be correct, and they exhibited a proper degree of professional skill, Some of them did pass the 
examination in the first years, and were promoted. Others were examined in 1820, 721, 722, who have 
hot yet received commissions. Most of them are skillful and highly meritorious, and it seems due to them 
that their promotion be no longer delayed. Since their examination, also, many officers of the higher 
grades have died and resigned, amounting in number, probably to more than those now proposed) for 
promotion; and it has often happened within the last two years, that the services of most of these midship- 
nen have been necessary in the character of lieutenants, and they have temporarily acted as such. Their 
services in that capacity will, no doubt, be equally necessary hereafter, . 

The appointment to discharge duties above their rank has created, and will continue to create, 
Inconveniencies, which it would be pleasant both to them and to the Department to avoid. 

The following principles have been regarded in fixing the order in which they are proposed to be 
nominated and to bear rank: 

Ist. Where the board of examination fixed the order of their respective merits, this order is followed; 
this was done in TREO, 720 and ?21. 

2d. Where the board did not do this, as in 1823, they are to stand according to the date of their 
warrants, there being no other rule by which the rank can be determined, 

$d. No officer is to suffer in his rank by the act of the Department, where he himself is not in fault. 
For example, where the date of an officer's warrant would have justified his being examined at any 
particular examination, but he was absent from the United States, by order of the Department, at the 
time of that examination, and presented himself before the board, at the first opportunity after his return, 
and passed respectably, he is placed with those who passed in the year when he might have been 
examined, had he been present. All whose warrants were older than Ist’ January, 1814, were entitled 
to examination in L820; if any were absent then, but passed respectably in 1821, they ought to be 
placed with those in the list of 1820, 

Reearding these rules, those on the list of 1820 are proposed to be nominated in the order in which 
they stand, and in which they were placed by the board. 
In the list of 1821, Samuel Bo Phelps, W. T. Rodgers, Thomas Pettigru, Augustus Cutts, and J. S 
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Chauncey, are found, who were old enough to be examined in 1820, but were absent under the orders of 
the Department, and passed respectably at the first examination after their return; they are, therefore, 
placed next after the list of 1820; then follows the rest of 1821, in the order in which they stand, and 
were arranged by the board. Then follow those of 1823, in the order of their dates of warrant; the 
board having neglected to arrange them in the order of merit, and it having been found impossible to 
’ 


obtain from the officers composing it a safe and satisfactory statement of their relative merits. 

There are others in 1821, who were entitled to examination in 1820; but they either did not apply, 
or, applying, did not pass; they are left, therefore, in 1821, in the order in which the board placed them, 

Those examined in 1822 were all of an age to pass in 1821, the date of warrant justifying an 5 
examination being the same in both, April Ist, 1815; but they either applied and were rejected, or were 
absent from the country. Of the latter class were Robert Ritchie, David R. Stewart, Wm. W. McKean, 

senjamin Tallmadge, jr., WH. UH. Hobbs, Samuel Mercer, Franklin Buchanan, and Charles Lowndes, 

Some of these last claim to take rank with those who passed in 1821, according to the date of their 
warrants. But it is impossible so to arrange the list without destroying the principle of promotion by 
merit. If they are so placed, a// must be placed according to date of warrant, which would be 
destructive of the whole object of the examinations; or, if all are not arranged by date of warrant, then 
these would be before others who are older in date of warrant than themselves. The operation of this 
course will be better understood by taking a single case. 

Midshipman MeKean passed in 1822, being out of the country in T821, He claims to be placed as 
high as any on the list of 1821, whose warrant is of the same date. His warrant is dated 30th Nov., 
1814.. The warant of Hugh Dulany is of the same date. If, therefore, you place midshipman McKean f 
next to midshipman Dulany, he will be placed before a large number on the lst of T821, older than him- 
self; an injustice for which no plausible reason could be assigned, To avoid this, and other evils, it. is 
believed to be most just to all, to place those who were out of the country in 1821, immediately after 
those who passed at that time, and before those who were rejected, taking it for granted that they would 
have passed had they been here in 1821; which is a liberal and fair presumption in their favor. By this 
arrangement, none of those who passed in 1822 can have, before them, more than four or five whose 
warrants are not older; and these four or five might or might not have been preferred to them, had all 
been present at the examination of L821; it is, therefore, an arrangement nearer to truth and justice, 
than any other which can be devised, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. L. SOUTHARD. 

To the Prestpent of the United States. ; 


List of passed midshipmen, with the years in which they passed, the order in which they are proposed to be 
promoted, and the reasons for the orders given. 
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6 We PF Redon <a | In the list of T821, bat being absent at the time of 
56 Winns fottiorn | examination, in E820, by order of the Department, and 
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13. Irvine Shuabrick.. 
4. Charles Ellery... 
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placed In this order, 


Sohn Kelly... cs ..t.scccccceceseccce.s. | Atranged by the board. 
7. Hugh Dalany.... 
18. Edmund Byrne... 
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22. David C. Parvigut......-.eeee eee eee eee | | Warrant dated 17 December, 1810, but rejected in 
ee 66 PSHE CRECE CCR e nero ce cen | examination of 1820, 
24. Stephen B. Wilson... . 0... eee eee ee eee ee | | Rejected in 1820, warrant dated J January, 1812. 


>. Beware ©. Matlode. ....cccccccscsccces 
26. Wm. S. Harris..... 
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33. Win. C, Wetmore, Vere eT ee eee | Warrant dated 18 June, I8i2. Rejected 1819-20, 
34. Wm. B. Nicholson...................... | : 
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36. John Bubicr......0csscccccccccccccccces | , { Warrant dated 9 Nov., 1813; rejected 1830. 
37. Victor M. Randolph........ ee ee a 
98 Jon. Cutta, [isssccss cece savecesessscee | 
39 Jacob Crowninshicld.......ceeceeee. er ee 
40. Frederick Engle...... a ee ee rere |S 
41. Thomas S. Brown..........0% (ata peaeee », | Warrant dated 17 Dec., 1810; rejected 1819-20, 
42. Alex. J. D. Brown. SO ee Ser re = | Warrant dated 17 Dec., 1810; rejected 1819-20. 
43, Jesse i cis Raahaveluyes ee ousiars bie = 
44, John IH. Smith...... Mepiananed i statunwnn Bee 
a MGiriG wD: SCO... <4 seen iat ore alee prakeletere = 
46. Francis Sanderson...... sbseserescocsccs | et 
OF, Se GRR 66 sce ion dcwcewsecesssrenes oe J 

1822 
48. Robert Ritchie.............eeeeeeeeeees Warrant dated 1 Feb., 1814; out of country in 1821. 
49. David R. Stewart........... eeeeeeeeeeee Warrant dated 1 Feb., 1814; out of country in 1821. 
50. Wm. W. McKean.........eeeeeeeeeeeeee Warrant dated 30 Nov., 1814; out of country in 1821. 
51. Benj. Tallmadge, jr..........54- reer res Warrant dated 24 Jan., 1815; out of country in 1821, 
52. Franklin Buchanan........... ceeeeeeeeee Warrant dated 28 Jan., 1815; out of country in 1821. 
53. HL. UW. Hobbs. ..... cee eee eee eee ee eee ee => Warrant dated 4 March, 1815; out of country in 1821, 
54. Samucl Mercer.........- eeeceeecceeeees Warrant dated 4 March, 1815; out of country in 1821. 
55. Charles Lowndes....... tee, oo eere wees. Warrant dated 18 March, 1815; out of country in 1821. 
Te ee eoeeeeeee Warrant dated 18 June, 1812; rejected 1820 and 1821, 
57, John Marston, jr...... eee e cece eeceeeeee Warrant dated 15 April, 1813; rejected 1820 and 1821. 
5S. Henry Brice. ..2. 26. csccsccees eeeeeeeee Warrant dated 9 Nov., 1813; rejected 1820 and 1821. 
59, Win. D. Newman......... ee wees. Warrant dated 1 Feb., 1814; rejected 1821. 
60. A. B. Pinkham......... (evscesesecseces Warrant dated 17 Jane, 1814. 
Oh, Wak, FB io ica k divicsinc sons weeees Warrant dared 20 Nov., 1814; rejected 1821. 
62, James J). Knight...........00. seeeoews ~ Warrant dated 20 Nov., 1814; rejected 1821, 
OS, Joseph MAtisOM. sev ccccccscaecccsves ~ Warrant dated 20 Nov., 1814; rejected 1821, 
64. Wm. S. Walker. cs coccceccccw er eeoeeeee Warrant dated 20 Nov., 1814; rejected 1821, 
65. Alexander Slidell. .... (etcrseseseseesces Watrantdated 1 Jen, 1815. 
66. James S. Boughan.......- o ceccceeeeees Warrant dated 11 Jan., 1815; rejected 1821. 
67. George PF. Pearson. ........ CRGRTRVR 0908 Warrent dated 11 March, 1815. 





Tuurspay, January 13, 1825 

The Senate proceeded to consider the message of the 16th December, nominating lieutenants in the 
navy. 

On the question, “Will the Senate advise and consent to the appointments of D. H. Mackey, G. W. 
Carpender, J. L. Saunders, J. B. Hull, jr., Jott 8. Payne, John EK. Prentiss, Joseph Moorhead, $ Samuel B. 
Phelps, William T. Rodgers, Thomas Pettigru, Augustus Cutts, John S. Chauncey, Irvine Shubrick, 
Charles Ellery, Thomas R. Gerry, John Kelly, Hugh Dul: wy, Rdtound Byrne, Edward 8. Johnson, William 
H. Gardner, rederick Jarrett, David G. Varragut, RS. Pinkney, Stephen B, Wilson, Edward C. Rutledge, 
William S. 1: irris, Thomas Dornin, Benjamin S$, Grimke, John B. Tuttle and Robert B. Cunningham?” 

It was dete mined in the aftirmative. 

On the question, “ Will the Senate advise and consent to the appointments of James Glynn, Joseph 
Myers, William C. Wetmore, William B. Nicholson, Thomas R. Gedney, John Bubier, Victor M. Randolph, 
Joseph Cutts, junior, Jacob Crowninshield, Frederick Engle, Thomas 5. Brown, Alexander J. D. Brown, 
Jesse Smith, John HW. Smith, Merritt S. Scott, Francis Sanderson, John Rudd, Robert Ritchie, David R. 
Stewart, William W. McKean, Benjamin Tallmadge, junior, Franklin Buchanan, H. H. Hobbs, Samuel 
Mercer, Charles Lowndes, Duncan N. Ingraham, John Marston, junior, Henry Bruce, William D. Newman, 
A. B. Pinkham, William H. Homer, James D. Knight, Joseph Mattison, William 8S. Walker, Alexander 
Slidell, James 8. Boughan, and George F. Pearson?” It was determined in the affirmative; yeas, 35, 
hays 10. 

On motion by Mr. Lowrie, the yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the senators present, those 
who voted in the affirmative are—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Bell, Benton, Brown, Clayton, D’ Wolf, 
Eaton, Edwards, Elliot, Caillard, Hayne, Holmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Mississippi, Jackson, Johnson, of 
Kentucky, Johnston, of Louisiana, Kelly, King, of New York, Knight, Lanman, Lloyd, of Maryland, 
Lloyd, of Massachusetts, McIlvaine, Mills, Noble, Palmer, Parrott, Seymour, Smith, Talbot, Taylor, 
Tazewell, Van Buren, and Van Dyke. 

Those who voted in the negative are—Messrs. Branch, Chandler, Cobb, Dickerson, Findlay, Lowrie, 
McLean, Macon, Ruggles, and Thomas. So it was 

Resolved, That the Senate do advise and consent to the appointments of lieutenants in the navy, 
contained in the message of the 16th instant. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF GEORGE BROWN, OF MURDERS AND ATROCITIES BY THE PIRATES 
NEAR THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 30, 1824. 


Unrrep States CommerciaL AGENCY. 


Be it known that, on the day of the date hereof, before me, John Mountain, vice commercial agent of 
the United States of America, at the city of Havana, personally came and appeared George Brown, of 
New York, seaman, aged 21 years and upwards, who, being duly sworn by me, according to law, upon 
his solemn oath did depose, declare, and say, that he was acting and employed in the capacity of seaman, 
on board of the brig Laura Ann, of New York, —— Shaw, master, last from Buenos Ayres, with a 
cargo of jerked beef, bound to the port of Havana; that, on the night of the 20th day of October last 
past, they made the Island of Cuba, and on the next morning, being the 21st day of October, when about 
twelve miles to leeward of Matanzas, they were boarded by an open boat, with twelve men, armed with 
muskets, cutlasses, pistols, and knives, who ordered the captain into the cabin, fired two pistols, and 
drove the mate and seamen into the forecastle, and, in a few minutes, ordered three of the men out of 
the forecastle, and compelled them to take in the studding sails and brace up the yards, and running the 
vessel close in shore, near to Port de Canase, came to anchor, and, for an hour, the vessel beat heavy on 
the rocks; at this time, a schooner boat, armed with 1 gun, and 28 to 30 men, also armed, came along- 
side, appearing to be a party with the boat’s crew, came on board and joined them, immediately ordered 
the second mate on board the schooner, and to make two masts for the boat; he, accordingly, obeyed 
their orders, and went on board. The pirates now numbered about 40 men; they called the captain upon 
deck and asked him where his money was; the captain replied that he was a poor man, and had not any 
money; they tied him (the captain) to the windlass, and beat him very severely, then untied him, and 
driving him into the forecastle, called the mate upon the deck, tied him to the windlass, and beat him in 
a like manner; then driving him below, ordered all the sailors to come upon deck; after the sailors came 
up, they were ordered aloft to furl the sails, which being done, they were again ordered into the fore- 
castle; after all hands being below about an hour, three seamen were ordered upon deck; this deponent 
being one of the three, he went up into the foretop to unreef the maintopsail braces; it being in the dusk 
of the evening; as this deponent came down, he saw that the pirates were running the captain up to the 
larboard fore yardarm, being hung by the neck; as soon after as possible, this deponent ran into the 
forecastle, and immediately the mate was called upon deck, and this deponent heard him only say ‘ Oh 
God!’ They then called the cook upon deck, afterwards the sailors, one at a time; this deponent stow- 
ing himself away in the coal hole, where he remained hid, notwithstanding they searched for him with 
lanterns, without finding him, until he was compelled to leave his hiding place by the fire; when, on his 
going upon deck, and finding the vessel on fire, and burning as far forward as the fore-hatch, he dropped 
himself overboard, under the vessel’s bows, and swam ashore, distant about sixty yards, accompanied by 
two sharks, one swimming on each side of him. After reaching the shore, and walking about three miles, 
he, being much fatigued, lay in the wood for the night, and on the following morning saw the same pirati- 
‘al boat board and take possession of a brig under American colors, this deponent remaining in the wood 
until the next morning, when he commenced his walk, making for Matanzas, Keeping near the sea shore; 
coming to a small river, where there were many stores and small schooners, he swam across the river, 
and in the continuation of his walk, fell in with a small town, or place, and twenty persons, who, after 
questioning this deponent, who he was, and where he was going, some of them threatening to take his 
life, suffered him to proceed, and, on Saturday night, the 24th, reached a farm house, where he remained 
until Monday morning, when the farmer, having to send produce of his farm to Matanzas, on horses, and 
this deponent’s feet being much eut, allowed him to ride on one of the horses, and at about 10 o’clock of 
the same day he reached Matanzas. 





his 
GEORGE X BROWN. 
mark. 
Signed and sworn to before me, the said vice commercial agent. In faith whereof, I have hereunto 
subscribed my name, and affixed the seal of my office, at Havana aforesaid, this sixteenth day of Novem- 
ber, 1824, and of the Independence of the United States of America the forty-ninth. 


JOHN MOUNTAIN. 


No. 264. [2p Session, 


18tH Concress. | 


REASONS OF THE PRESIDENT FOR DECLINING TO FURNISH THE WOUSE OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES WITH DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF OFFICERS OF THE 
NAVY ON THE PACIFIC OCEAN, 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 10TH oF Janvary, 1825. 

To the House of Representatives: 

I should hasten to communicate to you the documents called for by the resolution of the House of 


Representatives, of the 4th instant, relating to the conduct of the officers of the navy of the United 
States, on the Pacific ocean, and of other public agents in South America, if such a communication might 


* 
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now be made consistently with the public interest, or with justice to the parties concerned. In conse- 
quence of several charges which have been alleged against Commodore Stewart, touching his conduct 
while commanding the squadron of the United States on that sea, it has been deemed proper to suspend 
him from duty, and to subject him to trial on those charges. It appearing, also, that some of those 
charges have been communicated to this Department, by Mr. Prevost, political agent, at this time, of the 
United States, at Peru, and heretofore at Buenos Ayres and Chili, and apparently with his sanction: and 
that charges have likewise been made against him, by citizens of the United States engaged in commerce 
in that quarter; it has been thought equally just and proper that he should attend here, as well to 
furnish the evidence in his possession, applicable to the charges exhibited against Commodore Stewart 
as to answer such as have been exhibited against himself. In this stage, the publication of those docu- 
ments might tend to excite prejudices, which might operate to the injury of both. It is important that 
the public servants, in every station, should perform their duty with fidelity, according to the injunctions 
of the law, and the orders of the Executive in fulfillment thereof. It is peculiarly so that this should be 
done by the commanders of our squadrons, especially, on distant seas, and by political agents who repre- 
sent the United States with foreign powers, and for reasons that are obvious, in both instances. It is 
due to their rights and to the character of the government that they be not censured without just cause 
which cannot be ascertained, until, on a view of the charges, they are heard in their defence, and after a 
thorough and impartial investigation of their conduct. Under these circumstances, it is thought that a 
communication, at this time, of those documents, would not comport with the public interest, nor with 
what is due to the parties concerned. 
JAMES MUNROE. 
Wasurneton, January 10, 1825. : 
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ON THE USE OF AMERICAN CANVAS, CABLES AND CORDAGE IN THE NAVY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 10, 1825. 


To the Senate of the United States: 
In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, of the 17th May last, I transmit a report from the 


Secretary of the Navy, which contains the information requested. 
JAMES MUNROE. 


Wasurneton, January 5, 1825. 





Navy Department, January 5, 1825. 


Sir: In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the United States of the 17th May last, “that the 
President of the United States be requested to cause a report from the Secretary of the Navy to be laid 
before the Senate at the commencement of the next session of Congress, showing the reason, if any, why 
‘sanvas, cables, and cordage, made of hemp, the growth of the United States, may not be used in the 
equipment of national vessels, with equal advantage as if of foreign fabric or materials,” I have the 
honor to present to you the following report: 

The resolution was communicated to the Board of Navy Commissioners, who have furnished the 


answer marked A. 
A variety of questions were proposed to growers and manufacturers of hemp, and answers received, 
from which the extracts marked No. 1 to 5 are taken. 
From these and other sources of information, the following conclusions are drawn: 
Ist. That hemp may be cultivated in the United States to any extent which our necessities may 


require. 
2d. That, in the present mode of cultivation, there are some errors, which may readily be corrected 


when more attention is paid to it. . 
3d. That, in its natural state, it is, in all important qualities, equal to that which we are in the habit 


of importing. ; an 

4th. That it is injured in the mode of rotting and preparing it for manufacture. 

5th. That, if sown thicker on the ground, water-rotted, and prepared with care, it will be, for all 
purposes, equal to any other. Se ae 

6th. That canvas, cables, and cordage, manufactured out of it, as now cultivated, are inferior in 
color, strength and durability, to those manufactured from imported hemp, and consequently are not as 
safe or proper for use in the navy. And this is the reason, and the only reason, “ why canvas, cables, 
and cordage, made of hemp, the growth of the United States, may not be used in the equipment of 
national vessels, with equal advantage as if of foreign fabric or materials.” 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of high respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


To the Presient of the United States. 
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A. 


Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, November 17, 1824. 


Sir: The Commissioners of the Navy have received a copy of the resolution of the honorable the Sen- 
ate of the United States, of 17th May last, calling for a report, “ at the commencement of the next session 
of Congress, showing the reason, if any, why canvas, cables, and cordage, made of hemp, the growth of 
the United States, may not be used in the equipment of national vessels with equal advantage as if of 
foreign fabric or materials.” 

Karly after the passage of this resolution, the Commissioners opened an extensive correspondence 
with persons engaged in the manufacture of canvas and cordage, and they have consulted all the authori- 
ties within their reach, with the view to gain such information upon the interesting question embraced 
by the resolution as would assist in forming satisfactory conclusions; and they now respectfully submit 
the following report: 

The Commissioners beg leave to premise that the canvas manufactured in the United States is made 
generally of far. They believe that hemp has not been used for that purpose in any of the large factories ; 
though it has been suggested that, if hemp were sowed unusually thick, and pulled at a period to produce 
a fibre or hurl, on a medium between the ordinary hemp and flax, that is, stouter and stronger than the 
Jatter, yet not so coarse and rough as the former, it might be found to be an advantageous substitue in 
the manufacture of canvas. 

With regard to flax for the manufacture of canvas, there can be no doubt that the American plant, 
if water-rotted and properly dressed, will make a cloth which may be used in the equipment of our national 
vessels with equal advantage as if of foreign fabric or materials. We have purchased a considerable 
quantity of canvas made in the United States, of flax grown at Fairfield, Connecticut, where they ‘are 
in the habit of water-rotting it,” and its quality is not only considered sufficiently good for the service, 
but equal to that of the best imported canvas. We have also purchased canvas made from foreign and 
dew-rotted American flax, mixed, and it has passed inspection, though not equal to that made from the 
Fairfield flax. 

The manufacturers of canvas object to dew-rotted flax on various grounds. They prefer Dutch at 
15 or Irish at 14 cents per pound to this kind of flax at 9 cents per pound; because, while one hundred 
pounds of Dutch will yield 72 pounds, and one hundred pounds of Irish will yield 65 pounds, the like 
quantity of American dew-rotted will yield only 40 pounds of clean flax. No reason can be discerned 
why the American flax should yield so much less than the Dutch, unless it is to be found in the defective 
process of rotting, dressing, and preparing it for market. The American plant, in its natural state, con- 
tains, it is believed, as great a portion of fibre or lint as either of the others. A respectable manufacturer 
has stated that he has long used the Fairfield flax, and that he considers it ‘‘ more flexible, less woody, and 
stronger than that grown at the south, and preferable to Russia flax.” 

Other, and apparently well founded, objections are urged by the manufacturers of canvas against 
common American flax. They say that in bleaching, the Irish flax has an advantage over every other 
description; that the coloring matter is extracted from it with less trouble and expense than the Dutch; 
that the American flax requires at least two-thirds more expense and twice the trouble of any other flax. 
The reason assigned for this by the American manufacturers is, that the American flax is not pulled until 
the seed are ripe; whereas in Ireland it is pulled green; but, in opposition to this conclusion, it is said 
that ‘‘in the Netherlands, where flax is supposed to be the best prepared, generally speaking, of any in 
Rurope, and in France, flax is always allowed to arrive at maturity, and is never pulled, particularly in 
Holland and Zealand, until the seed are perfectly formed and the capsule brown and hard, so as to be 
vasily disengaged from the stalk;” and if, as is alleged, Trish flax is found to be more easily bleached 
than the Dutch, this advantage appears to be more than counterbalanced by the fact that 100 pounds of 
the latter will yield 7 pounds more of clean flax than an equal quantity of the former. 

The practice of pulling the plant ina green state is defended on the grounds that the younger the 
plant the finer the tissue; yet it is stated as an unquestionable fact, that the flax intended for the finest 

purposes is not pulled in the Netherlands until the seed are ripe. An intelligent French gentleman, in a 
letter to Mr. Besnard, (an extract of which will be found among the papers accompanying this report, ) 
assigns reasons which appear conclusive in favor of the practice which prevails in Holland, both as to the 
period when flax is pulled, and their peculiar method of steeping it. 

The “ high price of American flax, its unequal quality, and the uncertainty of supply,” are urged as 
among the reasons which have induced some of the manufacturers of canvas, after repeated trials, to 
recommence the importations of Irish flax; while others observe that they have imported none since the 
fall of 1821, being able to obtain a sufficient supply of American flax. 

It appears to be the universal opinion of experienced men that the process of dew-rotting flax dimin- 
ishes its value and its weight, injures its color, and impairs its quality and strength. The experiments 
stated in the paper C, annexed, tend to confirm this opinion. 

With regard to ‘ cables and cordage, made of hemp the growth of the United States,”? many of the 
observations previously made with respect to flax are, in a great degree, applicable to hemp. In its 
natural state, American is believed to be equal to the best Russia; but the almost universal custom of dew- 
rotting it is so deleterious in its effects upon the fibre as to present insuperable objections to its use in 
the navy. This process not only weakens the fibre, but prevents the tar from incorporating with the 
yarns, thus rendering it seriously objectionable, particularly for cables. The manufacturers of cordage 
further object to it, because “its staple is rough and occupies more time in the manufacture,” and “ gene- 
rally comes to market ina slovenly manner, with various qualities mixed together, and badly cleaned.”’ 
They say that cordage made of Russia hemp is preferred by the consumer, at an advance of fifty to one 
hundred per cent.; that dew-rotted cordage, “by exposure to the atmosphere, becomes rotten, and after 
being used a short time, cannot be depended on.” A gentleman of experience says: “ Before the late 
war we used some cordage made from Kentucky yarns—many persons did it for the purpose of encour- 
aging American productions; some of them had strong prejudices in its favor; but, after a fair trial, those 
persons confessed to me that they must give up the use of it; that it would not wear well, and they 
could not depend on it.” The same gentleman further observes: “IT would not use cordage made of 
Kentucky yarn or hemp, even if I could procure it at half the price of cordage made from Russia.”’ 

Manufacturers and consumers of cordage appear universally to concur in these opinions. Equally 
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decided is their opinion as to the quality of the American plant in its natural state. They all say that 
Ameviean hemp, pulled in the right season, water-rotted, and properly handled, would make as good 
cordage as the best Russia. Indeed, it has been forcibly contended that it would be preferable, because 
-ussia hemp is injured from being heated on ship board—an injury to which American hemp, used in the 
United States, would not be liable. 

While these opinions appear well founded, there is another consideration which addresses itself 
immediately and forcibly to the growers of hemp in the United States. The difference between the 
product of given portions of plant, water-rotted and dew-rotted, is confidently believed to be greatly in 
favor of the former mode, 

Experiments have been made by boiling and steaming, to avoid either process of rotting; but the 
result proved unsatisfactory. 

Pushing their experiments with a perseverance which deserves and must ultimately secure success, 
our countrymen have lately introduced a machine called “the flax and hemp dresser,” with a view to 
avoid altogether the process of rotting. The power of this machine, to disengage effectually the woody 
part of the plant from the lint, is spoken of confidently by those who have seen it in operation; but 
whether the hemp thus prepared will be as serviceable as the water-rotted, whether it will not be more 
liable, in bulk, to injury from the gum and mucilage which are wholly left in it, or whether other objec- 
tions may not exist, are points upon which the Commissioners are uninformed. They have, however, 
engaged a small supply of yarns from hemp thus prepared, and intend making experiments to test their 
strength and durability. 

About twelve months since, a gentleman produced a sample of cordage, made, it is believed, of 
American dew-rotted hemp, with the yarns dipped in pyroligneous acid, and tarred about one-cighth as 
much as yarns usually are, prior to being laid; calculating that the antiseptic properties of this acid 
would obviate the injuries sustained in the process of dew-rotting, and impart to the cordage a durability 
equal to that made of water-rotted hemp. With a view to an experiment, the Commissioners have 
engaged enough of these yarns to make a nine-inch cable. Although the gentleman speaks very confi- 
dently as to the durability of cordage made from these yarns, yet we are unable to discern how the 
pyroligneous acid can remedy the defects occasioned by dew-rotting, and impart to the cordage the 
property of retaining a sufficient portion of tar for its preservation, particularly when used as cables. 

The proceedings of Congress, during their last session, and the opinions then expressed, that Ameri- 
can hemp, in its natural state, is equal to Russia, and that the preference given to the latter has arisen 
essentially from the manner in which it is rotted, have induced some of our most respectable farmers to 
engage in the cultivation and preparation of hemp, upon the Russian system. The commissioners have 
contracted for three tons of American hemp of this description, and directed it to be made into cordage 
of various kinds, in order to test its comparative strength and durability with the best Russia, on board 
the ship North Carolina. The result of this experiment, if the American hemp shall have been carefully 
gathered, at the right season, and properly prepared, will enable the Commissioners to express a satisfac- 
tory opinion upon the subject; and they cannot entertain a doubt that, in such case, it will be in their 
power to say that the American water-rotted hemp is in all respects fully equal to the best Russia. 

With regard to ‘“‘the places where, and the extent to which, hemp may be cultivated,” in the United 
States, it may be unreservedly said that the climate throughout the whole country is nowhere unfriendly, 
and that hemp may be cultivated advantageously wherever the soil is adapted to it. It is grown in great 
perfection in the eastern, western and southern States, as far south as, and including, Virginia. We 
have not heard of any growth south of Virginia, though, as it is known to succeed well in wari latitudes, 
there is no doubt it can be cultivated in our most southern States. 

The papers herewith (A, B, © and PD) will, it is hoped, afford satisfactory information upon the 
‘manner of raising hemp and preparing it for market,” and upon the other points to which you have been 
pleased to call the attention of the board. 

Having given to this important subject that attention to which its intrinsic merits entitle it, and 
which a strong solicitude to contribute to the improvement of every source of national independence 
could not fail to excite, the Cominissioners, with great deference, submit the result. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


JOHN RODGERS. 





Hon. S. L. Sovtnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





A. 


On the culture and preparing the hemp in Russia, transmitted by the Hon. J. Q. Adams, minister at St. 
Petersburg, March, 1810, 


In Russia, when the season is mild, the hemp seed is sown about the Ist June, old style. The 
richer the soil of the land employed for it, the better. A chetwirt of seed, (100 chetwirts are equal to 
73 quarters, Winchester measure,) is sown on a piece of land of 80 fathoms (English feet) long, and 
60 fathoms broad. 

The land is first ploughed and harrowed, and about 200 single horse loads of dung being spread 
upon it, it is left for six days, when it is again ploughed, and the seed sown and harrowed the same 
day. In about four months the seed becomes ripe, and the hemp is then pulled up with the roots; if it 
be allowed to remain too long in the ground, it is apt to become harsh, It is bound into heads or bunches 
of four handfuls each; these are hung upon sticks placed horizontally, thus: >—0—0—0—0-0-0-X, and 
allowed to remain so for two days. It is then made into cué or thrashed hemp, as may be agreeable. 
The cut hemp is made by chopping off the heads containing the seed. These are put into the kiln, and, 
after remaining there for eighteen hours, the seed is beaten out. 

If thrashed hemp is to be made, the heads or tops mast not be ext off, but the bunches of hemp 
placed entire in the kiln; and, if the weather be warm, it will be sufficiently dry in three days, when the 
seed must be thrashed out of the heads. In either case, three days after the sced is separated from it, 
the hemp must be put to steep or rot, either in a stream or a pond, and, that the hemp may be entirely 














immersed, it is put under wooden frames ~ |, upon which stones are placed, or, where they 
are not to be had, earth is substituted, after the frames are covered with planks. 

The clearer and purer the color of the water, the better will be the color of the hemp. Where the 
water is warm, three weeks’ steeping will be sufficient, but, if cold, as in rivers, springs, &c., five weeks 
or longer may be necessary. At the expiration of this period, a head of the hemp is taken out and 
dried; if, on beating and cleaning it, the husk comes off, the hemp may then be taken out of the water, 
but if the husk still adheres to it, it must be allowed to remain some time longer. This trial must be 
repeated from time to time, till the husk separates, when the hemp must be taken out of the water, and 
suspended to dry, as directed before, on its being taken off the ground, 

The hemp is now made into the two sorts distinguished by the names of spring and winter hemp, the 
former being dry and rather of a withered appearance, the latter more moist, and of a fine brownish 
green color, containing more of the vegetable oil, and, therefore, the more apt to heat, though, if not 
shipped at St. Petersburg or Riga before September, there is not much risk of its heating any more on 
board the ships, especially on short voyages, as to England, and are the best fit for cables. If it be 
intended that the hemp should be early ready for the market, it is made into winter hemp by the follow- 
ing process: On being taken out of the water, it is left suspended in the open air for about a fortnight, 
when it is put into the kiln for twenty-four hours, after which it is broken by means of a hand-mill, and 
the husk is then beaten off by striking the heads obliquely with iron and wooden instruments of the 
shape of a large two-edged knife; lastly, to unravel it, it is drawn through a wooden comb, or card, 
with one row of wide wooden teeth, fixed perpendicularly. 

The hemp is then laid up or suspended in sheds, and is fit to be sorted, bound into bundles, and 
loaded into the barks. 

The hemp, to be prepared as spring hemp, is allowed to remain suspended, and exposed to the 
weather the whole winter, until it be dried by the sun in the spring, when it is broken and cleaned in 
the same manner as the winter hemp. 

As the greatest part of the summer clapses before it can be made fit for the market, none of this 
hemp reaches St. Petersburg until the following spring, that is, two years after it was sown. 

The hemp is sown in the same manner as linseed, rye, or wheat. Land of a sandy soil may also be 
employed for it, but it must be strongly manured, otherwise it will be too short, and a flat country should 


always be preferred. 
One chetwirt of seed commonly yields 25 toads (upwards 386 pounds English) of hemp, and twelve 


chetwirts of hemp sced. 


B. 


Observations relative to hemp. 
Taken from the American Farmer, vol. 5. 


The following observations relative to hemp are said to be approved by the experience of practical 
men in our own country, particularly Mr. Henry Kip, of Buffalo. 

Hemp is a very hardy plant, resists drouth and severe frosts, is easier cultivated, less exhausting, 
and more profitable than many other crops, with which this docs not interfere in its cultivation, (except 
the tobacco crop.) It is sown before, and gathered after, corn, and requires no attention when wheat is 
sown, harvested, or thrashed. It will grow year after year, on the same ground, on which, if sufficiently 
rich, it is the surest crop. It is liable to no diseases, and injured by no insects. 


The soil. 


The soil should be deep, clean, dry, rich, and mellow. The plant has a tap-root, which descends to 
a considerable depth, and therefore the soil should be deep, and be thoroughly mellowed by deep and 
frequent ploughings. Fall ploughing, and two or three ploughings in the spring, together with har- 
rowing, so as to smooth the surface, (and thereby enable the seed to be sown even, and the hemp to 
spring up equally, and be cut close to the roots,) are preparatory steps to the putting in of the seed. 


The seed when sown. 


The seed (to the amount of two bushels per acre, on middling soil, and three on rich ground, ) should 
be sown as early as possible in the spring, after the ground becomes dry and well prepared. Early 
sowing renders the coat heavier and stronger, enables the hemp to cover the ground early, so as to 
smother weeds, and, before the sun becomes powerful, to shade the soil and preserve its moisture. The 
seed, after being cast as even as possible, should be harrowed in, to as equal a depth as may be, that it 
may all start together; and a heavy roller should then be passed over, or a brush drawn across, to smooth 
the surface, in order that the hemp may be cut close to the roots. 


Ripening and harvesting. 


When the hemp becomes fit to be cut, the stalks of the blossom, or male hemp, turn yellow, become 
a good deal speckled, and drop. most of their leaves, and, if the air is still, a cloud of dust arises from 
the blossom stalks, and hangs over the field. When sown early, it will be fit to cut about the Ist of 
August. The above appearance will become indicative of the proper time, and then it should be cut 
without delay; for, if suffered to stand longer, (as about one-half of the stalks blossom, and the other 
half bear seed,) the stalks of the male will wither and blacken, and the coat be of but little valne; and 
the female hemp, which has stood to ripen the seed, requires a longer time to rot than the male, and, con- 
sequently, both would be thereby injured. The best way to get seed would be to sow some thinly in a sepa- 
rate patch. The mode of cutting is preferable to that of pulling; a man will cut half an acre per day, 
and a quarter, pulled, is said to be a day’s work. By the former practice, the inconvenience of dust, and 
the dirt attached to the roots, will be avoided. Cut hemp will be worth ten dollars a ton more than the 
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pulled. Knives, or hooks, for that purpose, may be obtained for about $1.25 each. When cut, spread 
the hemp a day or two, to dry it, then bind it, and put it up in shocks. 


Wretting (or rotting.) 


As soon as harvested, in order to prevent the rains from discoloring it, proceed, as early as con- 
venicnt, to wret it, by placing it in clean, pure water, formed by a stream, spring, or clear pond. — If rotted 
shortly after cutting, about five days are generally required for the purpose. You will be able to judge, 
by taking out a handful and drying it, and if the stalk of sheaves will shake out, and separate easily 
from the bark, leaving it clean and entire, the process of wretting is completed. The bark, or lint of 
hemp, is connected with the stalk by a substance which must be either wretted or dissolved before they 
will separate; produce the separation, and the work is accomplished. Experience will be the best crite- 
rion. ‘The water in which it is rotted should not run rapidly, as it would, in that case, wash away the 
coat. You may have three or four wagon loads of hemp, to the depth of three or four feet, sunk at a 
time, but it should be completely submerged, though not suffered to touch the bottom. If separate quan- 
tities are put in on several successive days, the days and quantities should be noted, for the purpose of 
ascertaining which becomes first wretted, and which should, therefore, be first taken up; for, if left in 
the water a day or two too long, the hemp will be materially injured. 


Dressing and securing. 


When rotted, open and spread it, that it may dry soon. The process for breaking and swingling is 
the same as that for flax. When it grows too long for dressing (say from eight to ten feet) it may be 
cut into two equal parts without any injury. Be very particular in keeping the long and short hemp 
separate, and not have the seed and but ends put together; be also careful to dress it clean. When 
dressing it, put twelve handfuls in one head, laying them straight, the length of the hemp. ‘The hand- 
fuls must not be tied, but bind the heads tight with a small band, about one foot from the but end; it 
will then be ready to be put into such sized bales as may be suitable. Some bale it into a box, across 
the bottom of which four ropes are laid to tie the hemp when pressed into it. When packed, it should 
be perfectly dry, otherwise it will rot. 

The following remarks from the “Plough Boy,” on the subject of water-rotting in preference to dew- 
rotting, coincide with the opinion of experienced cultivators. ‘If the crop is to be dew-rotted and got 
out by hand, its profits must be comparatively small, because it cannot be thus prepared to command 
the highest price in market, compete in quality with the Russia hemp, much less drive it from our mar- 
kets. But, if the American hemp planter be prepared with proper machinery to dress and prepare it, we 
ought not to doubt, much less to despair, of his ultimately arriving at a perfection in the production and 
dress of the article, to equal, if not excel, the best samples of Russia hemp.” 


C 
nutract of a letter from Mr, Naman Goodsell to Mr. Samuel Swartwout, April, 1823. 
Taken from the American Farmer, vol. 5. 


I am prepared to show that water-rotting, in all cases where it can be done, is, most unquestionably, 
to be preferred, Ist. It is more durable for all the purposes to which it is applied; a fact perfectly well 
known to those who manufacture sack and cordage. 2d. It is more easily bleached; and, 3d. It will 
yield a greater quantity of fibre from a given quantity of the plant. My own experiments with respect 
to the superior durability of water-prepared flax were very satisfactory. I placed on the ground a 
quantity of flax that had been sufficiently watcr-rotted, for dressing, by the side of an equal quantity of 
unrotted flax, and turned them once in three days, until the new flax was sufficiently rotted for dressing 
also, and, upon examination, I found that that which had been previously water-rotted had lost none of 
its strength, and that it had not altered in any respect, except in its color, which was a little brighter 
than when laid out; both parcels were now suffered to remain upon the ground, until the dew-rotted 
became worthless, when the water-rotted was found to be still strong and good. 

I repeated these experiments with dressed flax, and with the plant, and found the result the same. 
This, in my mind, fully established the very important fact, that water-rotted flax or hemp is infinitely 
superior to that which is dew-rotted. 

I made an attempt next to ascertain the proportionate loss in weight in each process of rotting, and 
found them both nearly equal, viz: about twenty-five per cent.; but 1 found, at the same time, that the 
produce of this equal quantity of plant differed materially in weight. When it came to be dressed, the 
dew or land-rotted averaged from 12 to 16 pounds of fibre only, whilst the water-prepared gave from 16 
to 25 per cent. This difference in weight I consider to be quite sufficient to defray the extra expense of 
water-rotting, whilst the value of the article would be enhanced one-third more. My strong desire to 
investigate this subject fully, induced me to make other trials, by boiling and steaming, in order to avoid 
the rotting process altogether, but I did not succeed in any of them sufficiently to warrant their recom- 
mendation tu the public. On the contrary, I became convinced that neither would answer. 

My next investigation was an attempt to ascertain the nature of the substance in which the fibre 
lies imbedded, and found it to consist of gum, mucilaginous matter, and a peculiar kind of vegetable 
extract, containing a small quantity of tan. The substances were precipitated from their solutions by 
means of re-agents, when, after drying, the gum bore a greater resemblance to gum lac than to any other 
substance, and was perfectly soluble in solutions of potash, whether caustic or carbonated, and also 
capable of being dissolved in alcohol. The other parts, as mucilage and extractive matter, were soluble 
in water; hence, I conclude that potash is the cheapest solvent for cleansing flax, and that this can be 
best applied when it has been cleansed from the woody part and manufactured into cloth, 

In the management of hemp and flax, I would recommend the following method, because it saves 
labor, and is more convenient to dress: When the plants are pulled, care should be taken to sort them, 
by putting the longest lengths by themselves, and, for the purpose of facilitating the handling of it at 
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the machine, it is well to put about one pound of the plant into a bundle, as soon as the seed is thrashed, 
which is done with exceeding expedition by the machine. Let it be put to rot in water—the surface, 
after the plant is immersed, to be covered with boards or straw, or anything else, to exclude the sun’s 
rays, which will cause the whole to have the same color, If troughs or vats are made use of (I would 
certainly recommend them where the farmer can possibly procure them) after the plant has been forty- 
eight hours in water, it should be drawn off, when the water will be found to be exccedingly discolored, 
and this should be repeated, after which, let the plant remain immersed until it be sufticiently rotted, 
which must, of course, be determined by experience and judgment. 

The disagreeable smell, so much dreaded and deprecated, will, by this process, be greatly diminished, 
When the weather and the water were both warm in summer, I have known them to rot in seven days; 
in other instances, in cold weather, I have known them to lie buried for ninety days, without injury. ° 


D. 


Extracts of a report made by “ Peter Besnard, Esq., inspector general for Leinster, Munster, and Connaught, 
to the trustees of the Linen Board, London,” by whom Mr. Besnard was appointed to proceed to Holland and 
the Netherlands, for the purpose of ascertaining the probable reasons why those countries are able to pro- 
duce a flax of a softer and more silky quality than the flar of Ireland, dc., &e., 1822. 


Taken from the American Farmer, vol. 5. 


The process of flax-dressing is performed here, (Lokeran) and in France, on a hackle somewhat 
different from ours; it is nearly square, and the teeth not more than two inches and a half long, and 
although the work is well performed on it, it is not considered by some English flax-dressers as equal to 
an English hackle. Of Mr, ———-. I particularly inquired if all the flax purchased by him gave seed, 
which he informed me if did even if intended for the finest purposes. 

Proeeeded from Brussels to Tournay, by Halle Enghein, Ath, and Leuse, in all of which towns the 
linen manufacture is carried on. On the whole line from Brussels to Tournay, execllent flax is grown, in 
considerable quantities; the greater part of it was pulled and set up to dry in a manner differing from 
the practice in Holland. In this country, and in France, flax, when put to dry, is not tied in bundles, but 
is placed loose, in a sloping direction, in long rows or ridges, the heads or boles to mect, and the root 
ends spread out so as to form a V reversed. At each end of the double rows of flax, and at certain 
intervals, stakes are driven into the ground to support them. This mode is decidedly preferable to 
bundles, because every part of the plant is equally presented to the influence of the air; but it should be 
observed, that it is suitable to a country where mild, calm weather prevails in the flax season. 

In Cambray, I made inquiries relative to the article of cambric, peculiar to that town, or as it is here 
-alled, Batiste, from the name of the man who first introduced it, which, it is said, he was induced to do 
in consequence of the extreme softness of the water in the neighborhood. Here I was so fortunate as to 
see every process of this manufacture, from the preparation of the flax from the hackle to its finish for 
the consumer; and I was assured by many persons conversant with the business, that, except for some 
very superior kind of cambric, and very limited and inconsiderable seale, all flax used in the manufacture 
gives seed; for it is in the after management of the flax plant, the people of Cambray say, that everything 
depends to render it fit for fine works. So tenacious is the government of France of this seed, as well as 
of flax, that the export of both is prohibited. The process of steeping and cleaning flax, in this part of 
France, and in Flanders, from whence they get some supply, differs little from the plan followed in 
Holland—everything being done by hand; but the greatest care is observed in every stage of prepara- 
tion for the hackle. 

Here I feel it my duty to state, that, for regularity and method, in every operation, the plan pursued 
by the Dutch boors is to be preferred to any other. In all cases their mode of saving seed has decidedly 
the preference, in my estimation; and it may be necessary to add, and to impress on the minds of the flax 
cultivators in Ireland, who sow that plant, as an article of general commerce, that, without the seed, the 
Dutch boors would consider the business a very unprofitable one. It is generally computed, that, after all 
expenses of rippling, &c., the seed leaves at least from £8 to £9, the English acre; and one of the most 
convineing proofs that can be adduced in favor of the Dutch mode of cultivation of flax, is, that all the 
growers are independent, and many of them have, within a few years, risen from very humble beginnings 
to considerable wealth. 

In the progress of my several tours through the countries that I have visited, I made it a particular 
attention, the soil in which flax is grown, and to ascertain (if possible) 
whether these places possessed any local advantages for the cultivation of that plant, which were not 
also possessed by the growers in Ireland. As far as my humble judgment serves, I could not observe, 
on this mission, nor call to mind, from the experience of many years, that the south of Ireland does not 
possess every requisite to admit of her growing flax of the same quality, and to the same profit, as is 
experienced in Holland; which, however, cannot be done without obtaining the seed, and presenting the 
article to market in that merchantable shape which must always ensure a demand and a renumerating 


point to examine, with care and 


price. 
Why so general an opinion as has prevailed in Ireland, for a series of years, that flax which gives 


seed is not adapted for her fine linens, should have taken place, I cannot conjecture, nor is it here necessary 
for me to dwell on; but I can undertake to assert, without fear of contradiction, that I have seen on this 
tour, flax, the growth of Holland, Zealand, Brabant, Flanders, and France, that has given seed, fully equal 
in quality to what is grown in other countries, and applied to the manufacture of articles of as fine a 
texture as any made in Treland. Ina word, the growers of flax, in any of the countries I have named, 
would be considered as persons void of common understanding, did they not partake of every advantage 
and benefit which nature gives to the flax crop; or, in other terms, if they did not save the seed with the 
same care as is usually bestowed on every description of grain. 
Soil, 

The soil preferred by the cultivators of flax in the Netherlands is a deep, loamy clay, or what they 

term fat land, free from weeds, and capable of giving wheat, which is, in almost every case, the pre- 
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vious crop, except when land, after producing madder, is to be had, which is esteemed the best of all; 
but the cultivation of that plant being rather limited, it is rarely to be met in quantity compared with 
wheat stubble; itis, however, a general practice in that country never to sow flax but in rich, good ground. 


Preparation of the soil, 


The mode usually followed in the Netherlands of preparing ground for flax, if from wheat stubble, 
(the general previous crop) is, after reaping, to have it immediately lightly ploughed, and let tolie in fallow 
until the ensuing spring, when it is again lightly ploughed, preparatively to the sowing of the seed; but 
if grown after a madder crop, the custom is to give a light ploughing in spring, a little before sowing. 


Sowing. 


With respect to the seed sown in Holland and Zealand, it is invariably either Riga or home-saved, 
none other being used; the latter is sown for two, sometimes three seasons in succession, never longer; 
at the end of that time, Riga seed is again sown; but some of the rich and judicious flax boors every 


and, 
year sow a small parcel of Riga seed, so as to keep up a constant succession of fresh. When selecting 
seed for sowing, either of Riga or home-saved, the most scrupulous attention is paid to procure it of the 


best and cleanest kind. 

As to the quantity sown in any given portion of ground, much depends on the quality of the soil 
and the age of the seed, which experience alone can determine; but, as well as I could collect information 
from the boors on this subject, comparing their measurement with the English and Irish acre, the quan- 
tity sown bears a due proportion to that of Riga seed, usually sown in England and Ireland. The time 
of sowing is generally between the end of March and middle of April, 


Pulling, 


In the Netherlands and France, flax is always allowed to arrive at maturity, and is never pulled, 
particularly in Holland and Zealand, until the seed is perfectly formed, and the capsule brown and hard, 
so as to be easily disengaged from the stalk; when in that state, it is pulled, and at once made into small 
sheaves, which are placed in stocks of cight to the stock, the root-ends on the ground, projecting, and the 
heads meeting at the top in such a manger as to present the entire of them to the influence of the air; in 
this way it remains eight, ten, and sometimes fourteen days, according to the state of the weather. 
Should occasional rain fail at this time, it is considered of great service, to wash off the impurities and 
withered leaves which attach to the plant when ripening. 


Rippling. 

When flax is sufficiently dried, it is taken to the barn, and the process of taking off the seed immedi- 
ately commences, This operation, in the Netherlands, is chiefly done by ripples, or iron pins, about 
sixteen inches long, and one inch square at the bottom, gradually narrowing at the top, and forming into 
squares; the pins are fastened into a block of timber, above four inches thick, eighteen inches wide, and 
made in the form of an octagon, the upper part sloped off so as to let the boles run down to the floor; 
those pins are set at about a quarter of an inch asunder, thirty of them in each block, which is fastened, 
by means of two staples and wedges, to a two-inch plank, that rests on triple trees of a sufficient height 
for grown persons to sit on whilst rippling; two usually work at the same ripple, sitting opposite each 
other, and drawing the flax alternately through the teeth. During this process, great care is taken not 
to let it slip through the hands so as to entangle the root ends, which, in every process, are kept as even 
as possible. When the seed is discharged, the flax is again made into sinall sheaves, and in every 
instance bound together by plaited cords, three and a half feet long, made of strong rushes, that usually 
last for years, and are carefully put up from one season to another. When the entire quantity of flax 
prepared for rippling has undergone that operation, the boles are immediately run through a very coarse 
screen, sufficiently open to admit every particle of waste or dirt to pass through, so that they remain free 
of all impurities. The waste discharged in this manner is used by bakers in heating ovens, and the bole, 
by being thus cleaned, remains safe, and the seed can be kept for any time required. The mode most 
approved of for taking the seed from the bole is to thrash it, which is done by a flail, the handle of which 
is similar to a common one, but the working part is not more than half the usual length—about four 
inches diameter. 

The hulls, after the seed is discharged, are sold, at the rate of two pence the sack, for feeding cattle 
in the winter. They are chiefly bought by Brabant farmers, who mix them with various other vegetables 
and carrots, which they grow with their flax, in ground suitable; and I have seen, in Brabant particularly, 
numerous fields, with flax standing to dry, and the peasantry weeding carrots that had grown with it, 
and which appeared in a prosperous state. 


Steeping. 


This process being the most important one which flax undergoes, and on which its value, in a great 
measure, depends, claimed my most serious attention, and occupied me for a considerable time in observing 
it in detail, as performed by various steepers, and with flax the growth of different places. 

In general, the steeping pools in Holland are similar to what are known in Ireland as trenches of 
water, to drain and divide low grounds, such as abound in various parts of the south and west provinces, 
particularly where the soil is best suited to the growth of flax, and most like that of Holland and Zealand. 
Those trenches, in the summer months, are grown over with light grass and weeds, which are cut a little 
before steeping time, from the edges of the bank only, leaving the middle and the trench undisturbed. 
Previous to steeping, a sod or mud bank is thrown across each end of that portion of the trench required, 
which is seldom more than sixty to eighty yards. 

In making those banks, the mud, for the distance of cleven or twelve feet from each, is drawn with 
iron scrapers from the middle and bottom of the trench, and sloped against each of them, leaving a space 
of water, free from weeds and mud, sufficient to put in a set of sheaves, and admit of a pool, eight or ten 
feet, between the cross bank and the last layer of flax. The steeping pool being thus prepared, a bundle 
of sheaves is opened, and eight of them laid in with small light forks, with which they are as regularly 
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placed as if laid with a line, each sheaf being put down with the root-end towards the cross bank, and 
the top-end towards the bottem of the pool: when the first layer is down, a second and a third layer of 
eight sheaves is put in, the root-end of every layer meeting the bands of the former one, and all placed 
in an oblique direction. When three layers, or twenty-four sheaves, (which is always the number that is 
put in at a time) are laid, the steepers, who are provided with scrapers and forks, draw from the bottom 
of the trench, mud, slime, weeds, &c., &e., just as it comes to hand, and which they place, to the thickness 
of six or eight inches, on the tlax, leaving only as much of the last layer uncovered as may be sufficient 
to receive the first layer of the next, and for which room is made by the removal of the mud, slime, &c., 
used as a covering for the former layer. 

In laying on the mud, great care is taken to plaster it together, and so combine it as to exclude the 
air and light completely from the flax.* The entire quantity being thus placed in the pool, nothing 
appears but a surface of mud. The next operation is to throw, from that part of the trench not wanted, a 
sufficient quantity of water to cover the entire mass, to the depth of six or cight inches. Although the 
mode of throwing the water into the steeping pool is done by a simple contrivance, it is nevertheless 
worthy of observation—as it abridges labor and saves time—pvints duly appreciated by the working 
classes in land. This business is performed by means of a triangle, made of slight poles, placed across 
the trench, near one of the banks: from the centre of the triangle is suspended, by a slight cord, a chute, 
or oblong box, capable of containing about five or six gallons, and which lies at a small depth in the 
water; to the chute is attached a long handle, with which the steeper works it, and so throws the water 
into a cut, made in one corner of the cross bank, by which it is conveyed over the mud. When this is 
done, the flax remains from six to thirteen days, according to its quality and the temperature of the 
weather, and, in some cases, the properties of the water and mud: and I witnessed, myself, the taking out 
of flax, grown in Holland and Zealand, some of which had been steeped in seven days, whilst others 
required fourteen to prepare it. It is here necessary to observe, that the flax growers in the Netherlands 
carefully watch the flax during the steeping process, particularly after the fifth day, when they, once in 
every twenty-four hours, take out a sheaf with a fork, and examine it; if not sufficiently steeped, it is 
carefully replaced and covered. When the flax is found sufficiently steeped, it is drawn out with great 
care, by forks, beginning with the sheaves last laid in, one sheaf only being taken out at a time, which 
is turned over into the water, to disengage the mud from it, when it is gently washed in the pool, and 
left at the end of the cross bank for that purpose; after washing, it is laid in rows, by the side of the 
pool, to drain, from which it is spread on the grass, where it remains until the cultivator finds it ready 
for breaking. For this process there is no defined time, every farmer judging for himself when his flax 
should be raised; but it is the uniform practice, in those parts of France and the Netherlands where I 
have been, to grass all flax after steeping; no regard whatever is paid to the situation of the steeping 
pools as to aspect; those which I saw in various places lay in every direction, nor did it appear to me to 
be of any moment, in consequence of the total exclusion of the light and air, by the covering of mud, &e. 
When removing the flax from the field to the barn or store, it is again made into small sheaves, nearly of 
an equal size, twelve of which are bound together, similarly to what they were when going to be steeped. 





Drying. 


Should the flax, which has been raised from the ground, be found partially damp, which often hap- 
pens in Holland, it is dried, or rather aired, on what is called a kiln, but which is merely a brick building 
in an open space, about twelve feet long, with a slight brick wall in the centre, and projecting walls at 
each end, about three and a half feet deep. The fire pit, which runs the whole length of the building, is 
from two to three feet under ground; the fuel used is always the shoves and other waste that drop in 
scutching, which is kept continually stirring, so as throw a regular and gentle heat to every part of the 
plant, which lies across strong rods, that rest on each end of the projecting walls. When the flax can be 
cleaned without this process, it is so done; but, when necessary, it is performed with the greatest care. 
Immediately after the flax is sufficiently aired, it is put into a small building, air-tight, where it remains 
until it cools. 

Putting the flax into this building, after airing, is, I believe, what gave rise to the idea of its being 
stoved, in Holland, previous to cleaning; as I could not learn, in the course of my inquiries on that sub- 


ject, that such a practice had ever existed. 
Breaking and Scutching. 


In the Netherlands, flax is always broken and scutched by hand machines—for the most part, with 
breakers and scutchers, similar to those known in many parts of England, where flax is much grown, 
and known, also, in some parts of Ireland. In one part of Flanders, a hand machine, similar to that 
described in page 6, is used; and it appears to be very applicable to those districts where flax is grown 
in small quantities, and does not arrive to that length and strength of staple produced in the rich grounds 
of many parts of Munster. In no instance, however, could I discover that any kind of machinery, worked 
by moving power, was ever used in Holland; but it is worthy of remark, that, throughout the Nether- 
lands, the flax plant is so carefully attended to, in every operation, that it breaks and dresses with great 
facility and comparative ease, and presents a more finished and better article than is to be found in most 
other countries. 

Whilst viewing the treatment of flax in the Netherlands, I was not a little surprised at seeing 
cattle of every kind grazing in the field where it was steeping, and with free access to the steeping pools, 
the water of which in Ireland is considered to be highly injurious to every animal, Having questioned 
a boor on this matter, he told me he never knew an instance of cattle being injured by flax water, nor 
is any precaution whatever used to keep them from it. On examining the water in which the flax is 
steeped, I found the color of it to differ much from that of the flax pools in Ireland; and I am led to think, 
on further consideration of the subject, that the vegetable matters which are blended with the mud, when 
spread over the flax, being decomposed into the fermentative process that takes place, mingle with the 
mucilage of the plant, and act as agents to neutralize its injurious qualities. How far this may be the 
case, or whether the plant, being ripe before watering, and totally excluded from light and air in this 








*Only one set of layers of sheaves in depth is put in each steeping pool at a time, it being found injurious to the flax to let the 
discharge of mucilage from one parcel blend with another. About one fovt of water is in the pool when the flax is laid in. 
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process, may produce effects different from those in Ireland, I shall not pretend to say; but the fact is as 
1 have described it. 

That the mode practiced in Holland, Zealand, Flanders, and France, of excluding light and air in the 
steeping of flax, has a powerful effect on the color of the plant, cannot be doubted; and that the proper- 
ties of the water and mud employed have considerable influence in that point, as well as on the texture 
of it, is equally certain, and is fully exemplificd in each of those countries, as will be seen by the follow- 
ing statement: 

In that part of Holland where flax, the growth of that country and of Zealand, is steeped, and where 
the soil is dark, and of a slimy nature, the water soft and clear, and perfectly suited for culinary and 
other domestic uses, it is found that it comes from the steeping pool of a dark clay color, varying only 
in shades, according to the quality of the soil, or mud, with which it is covered; but every parcel is uni- 
formly of one color, from each pool; it is, likewise, of a soft and silky nature. 

In Zealand, when flax is steeped, as in Holland, with respect to the exclusion of the air and light, it 
is always of an uniform color; but, from the quality of the water and soil, comes from the pool of a light 
straw color, and is harder in its nature than that steeped in Holland. This is attributed to the brack- 
ishness of the water and soil, which purges the plant in the steeping pools, and deprives it of its extrac- 
tive matter; so much so, that it is calculated to lose, in steeping, in Zealand, from 20 to 25 per cent. 
more than when steeped in Holland — For this reason, the Dutch flax boors bring the flax that they grow 
in Zealand from the field, dried with the boles on it, to be steeped, &., at home, often fifty and sixty 
miles distant. When flax, in Zealand, is not steeped with the same care as in Holland, by excluding it 
from the air and light, with mud and slime, it comes from the pool precisely as it does in many parts of 
the south and west of Ireland, of various colors and qualities, even in one strick, or bunch, in conse- 
quence of which it sells, at all times, in the Rotterdam market, at an under price, for inferior work. 
This is a strong proof of the effects produced by the exclusion of light and air in the steeping process. 

In Flanders, where the soil is lighter in quality and color, and the water clearer and fresher, than in 
Holland, the flax is some shades brighter than that steeped in Holland; but not of the straw color, or 
harsh description of that steeped in Zealand; it is, however, uniformly of one shade from every steeping 
pool, doubtless in consequence of the exclusion of light and air, 

In France, where the soil is still lighter than in Flanders, the flax is of a lighter color than in that 
country or Holland, and is between a straw and clay color, neither so hard as the Zealand flax, nor so 
soft as that steeped in Holland; it is, however, like all the others, when excluded from the light and air, 
of one color from every pool; nor did I see, in the course of my examination of flax, in the several coun- 
tries I visited, any of that article striped in color, or of different qualities, in one head, or strick, but 
that grown in a part of Zealand—where the cultivation may be said to be in its infancy, as compared to 
other places. 

On the whole, it appears to me, from every information I have received, and from the best con- 
sideration I have given the subject, according to my humble judgment, that the exclusion of the light and 
air from the flax, in the steeping process, as practiced in the Netherlands and France, form the most 
important points in the treatment of that plant; and I am of opinion that a due attention to the mode 
practiced in these countries would eventually lead to the cultivation of flax, in Ireland, on a scale that 
would be of the utmost importance to the landlords, tenantry, and peasantry, of the country. 

With respect to the regulations in those countries for dividing the flax into different sorts, or num- 
bers, according to its fineness or coarseness, there is no law or public examination, as in Petersburg and 
Riga—nor does there seem to be the smallest necessity for such a measure; the flax growers themselves, 
being sensible of the advantages derived from a regular system, carefully assort each quality before they 
offer it for sale, and set a price on it accordingly. On this point, the merchants are equally particular; 
as they separate, with great care, every quality they purchase. In making up for a foreign market, 
there is no rule as to the size of the bundle, or pack, the merchant being governed by the orders of his 
correspondents, who, for the most part, differ in respect to the size of them, some directing them to be 
made up in bales of one ewt., while others order them in bales of four and six ewt. 

On a recent examination, by Mr. Bander, of Kew, of the material which covers the Egyptian mum- 
mies, it is found to be made from flax, some of it plain linen, and some of it from twisted yarn, similar to 
sewing thread, varying in the quality of the texture, according, (as it is supposed) to the rank of the 
deceased. In making this discovery, Mr. Bander ascertained that the fibres of the flax plant are cylin- 
drical tubes, the surface presenting a spiral appearance. 

The fact of the fibre of the flax being a tube, appears to me to elucidate, most clearly, the cause of 
the slowness in the fermentive process of the finer plants, compared with the coarser, (2) being an equal 
portion in circumference of the fine, contains a greater number of fibres or cylinders, of more minute 
dimensions, than the coarse, and do not, therefore, discharge the air and mucilege (3) so rapidly as the 
latter, which is composed of considerable quantities of wood, and less fibre than the fine; it likewise 
demonstrates the necessity for depriving the plant, before steeping, of the bole or capsule, which may be 
said to act as a stopper to the fibres or cylinders, and actually seals them at the tops, thereby preventing 
the necessary discharge until the bole separates from the plant, which it always does with great uncer- 
tainty; thus occasioning portions of it to be over-steeped, and other parts nof sufficiently done, which 
causes the varicty of colors, and inequality of texture, so often found in Trish flax. 

In Russia, and in every other part of the continent, flax is deprived of the bole before steeping, and 
it is a fact well known, that flax grown in Ireland, generally speaking, is the most irregularly prepared for 
market of any in Europe, though the soil of the country is at least equally fertile, and the climate as 
congenial as that of Holland, or the provinces on the shores of the Baltic. 

The mellowness and evenness of every description of continental linen, so well known and admired 
by those acquainted with that manufacture, is considered to arise from the superior quality of the flax of 
which it is composed—in the preparation of which the greatest pains are taken. Viewing, therefore, the 
treatment of this valuable plant in the Netherlands, in all its bearings, it seems to me that the greater 
art (if such it may be called) of producing it of a better quality, and in a more merchantable form, than it 
is done in Ireland, rest solely on a well regulated system, from which no person deviates, from the sower 
of the seed to the export merchant. 








Nore 1. In speaking of the qualities of the soil in Holland, Flanders, and France, I allude to those 
places only where I have seen flax cultivated. 
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Nore 2. It is well known to those conversant with the treatment of flax in Ireland, that the fine plant 
requires more time to steep than the coarse. It is also known that the top ends are not so well steeped 
as the other parts. Allowing the capsule to remain on the plant in the steeping process, seems to account 
for the latter defect. 

Nore 3. The mucilage, or, more properly speaking, the resin of the flax, is a permanent dye, from 
which a variety of shades of color has been obtained. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. ———, of France, to Peter Besnard, E'sq., dated — 
Lonpon, August 23, 1822. 


In answer to your question respecting the causes of the different appearances of Irish and Dutch 
flax, I have endeavored to give you, as follows, the best solution in my power. 

The Trish mode of steeping flax, compared with that used in Holland, is defective in principle, and 
injurious in the result, to those qualities essential to constitute a good article. 

When flax is steeped in a green state, whilst the plant has not yet attained maturity, it is plain that 
all the fibre of which it was susceptible is not formed; and its constituent principles, being but imper- 
fectly combined, are the easier separated. This occasions substantial loss. The earbon which should go 
to form the fibre, is, by the process of fermentation, sent off in the shape of carbonic acid gas, which, 
rising to the surface of the water, escapes, and forms that deleterious atmosphere, so fatal to animal 
existence. Again, the flax being exposed to the influence of the light, becomes variegated, and the 
decomposition is so rapid and tumultuous, that not only much of the tender plant is destroyed, but the 
volatile products fly off, and, meeting no resistance, mix with the air, furming a mixture of sulphurated 
and ammoniated hydrogen, which is but too evident to the olfactory senses of those who come within the 
sphere of the nauscous and noxious efiluvia. The defence set up in favor of this mode, namely, that the 
younger the plant the finer the tissue, even if truce, I doubt would compensate for the actual waste 
occasioned, 

In Holland, the flax is not put to steep until at perfect maturity, and, even then, it is covered over 
in the steep with a thick layer of earth and mud, which, while it defends the flax from the action of light, 
furnishes certain affinities, which do not fail to take up and form, with the substance thrown off by the 
fermentation, insoluble compounds, such as earthy carbonates, sulphates, &c., and thus it is that the tissue 
suffers less, and maintains its uniform quality and color. 





No. 1. 


Extract of a letter from manufacturers in New York, dated — 
JuLy 29, 1824. 


We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th, desiring information 
respecting the cultivation and manufacture of hemp in the United States; and it affords us much pleasure 
to comply with your request, as far as our own experience and knowledge of the subjects, together with 
the hints derived from other respectable sources, may enable us. 

A considerable portion of the lands in the States of Kentucky, Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana, is well 
adapted to the profitable culture of hemp. It may also be grown to advantage in several of the counties 
of the State of New York, and on the borders of the Connecticut river; or, indeed, in any of the middle 
and eastern States, where the soil is composed of a rich loam, or on alluvial bottoms. 

Kentucky is the only State where it is at present raised in any considerable quantity, and the crop 
of last year, in that last State alone, was probably from 500 to 1,000 tons, which is manufactured chicfly 
into cotton bagging and the coarser kind of ropes, such as bale rope, &c. 

With respect to the extent to which it may be cultivated, we have no hesitation in expressing our 
belief that Kentucky alone can furnish a sufficient supply for the consumption of the United States. 

Ifemp being an exhausting crop, it is said that the best of land will not advantageously bear a 
succession of more than three crops; but, in Kentucky, it has been ascertained by experience that the 
land, by being afterwards put into grass, especially clover, will, in three years, be restored to its ability 
to produce a further succession of three crops of hemp. 

The quantity obtained from an acre, by the ordinary process of rotting and preparing the hemp, is 
from 500 to 800 pounds; but when cleaned in an wnrofted state, it is supposed that the yield will be from 
one-half to two-thirds more. The perfection to which machinery for cleaning hemp, both in a rotted and 
unrotted state, is now brought, warrants the conclusion that, in a short time, it will be in general use. 

The ordinary mode of sowing the seed is considered to be defective, from the small quantity put 
into the ground. At present, a bushel and a quarter is the usnal quantity, which produces too rank a 
growth, and, of course, the fibre is coarse and harsh. It is said by judicious farmers that, upon rich soil, 
two bushels of seed, at least, ought to be used to the acre. 

The hemp of this country, before rotting, is fully equal to any hemp of foreign growth; the texture 
of the fibre, generally, resembling that of the St. Petersburg and Archangel, and the finest kinds being 
fully equal to the best Riga. 

The price of St. Petersburg clean hemp here, at the present, is $170 per ton. [The average price 
for this kind may be taken at $180 to $200 per fon.] Riga is worth $10 to $20 more; while American 
(solely from the imperfect manner of rotting it) sells now for about $110 per ton. 

Our hemp is almost invariably what is termed dew-rotted, and experience has satisfactorily shown 
that cordage rmfade of hemp of this description, is by no means so durable as that made of water-rolted 
hemp; and the foreign hemps, above mentioned, are all water-rotted. Dew-rotted hemp does not retain 
the tar necessary to the protection of the cordage from the effects of the wet, and without tar it is inju- 
riously affected by the water, in a much greater degree than water-rotted hemp. 
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In order to make our hemp equal to any of foreign growth, and to supply its place altogether, as 
far as quality is concerned, nothing further is necessary than that it be water-rotted, or prepared without 
rotting, if, upon proper investigation, it be found that the machines which have been constructed for the 
purpose will make the hemp suitable for all kinds of cordage. 

We have long and anxiously looked forward to an improvement in the culture and preparation of 
the hemp of our own country, and inquiries which we have diligently made have resulted in the convic- 
tion that the expense and difliculties of water-rotting hemp have been much overrated with us. It was 
tried upon a small scale, in Orange county, in this State, the last year, in wooden tanks, and the experi- 
ment resulted very satisfactorily. 

The usual mode of water-rotting hemp is to steep the plants in pools of standing water, or in 
clear and running water. The length of time required for steeping is various, and a complete knowledge 
of it can only be attained by practice; much will, of course, depend upon the temperature of the water. 
In some cases, ten to eleven days may be necessary, whereas, in others, four, five, or six, will be suffi- 
cient. The slenderest hemp is said to require the most soaking, and the operation is known to be finished 
by the heart separating easily from the reed or woody part. The bundles should be laid in the water 
crosswise upon each other, taking particular notice of the manner in which they lie when put in, in order 
that they may be taken out without difficulty. 

Fine and soft fibred hemp is the best: ours is too frequently the reverse, owing to the seed being 
too sparingly sown. The strongest and richest land will, of course, yield the most abundant crop; but 
that which is poorer will produce the finest and softest hemp. Hemp which has stood for seed is not 
considered equal to that which is pulled before it is ripe; consequently, it would seem proper to set apart 
a piece of ground upon which to ripen seed for a subsequent season, and the seed thus raised will be bet- 
ter than that raised in the common way. 

The foreign hemp received here is not generally of as good quality as is produced in the places 
where it is grown. It is frequently old hemp, having in part lost its strength. It is, moreover, all more 
or less injured on the voyage, by being heated in the hold of the vessel, and in many instances very 
materially so, even in cargoes which are here deemed merchantable. If we would require any additional 
inducement to encourage the cultivation and proper management of the hemp of oar own soil, so as to 
avoid a dependence upon foreign countries for this indispensable requisite in the equipment of our ships, 
both national and of private character, it may be found in the fact that the supply of foreign hemp, at all 
times precarious, has, on some occasions, been sadly deficient. 

We have been furnished, lately, through the instrumentality of the Commissioners of the Navy, with 
a small quantity of water-rotted hemp, grown on Connecticut river; we have also obtained a similar 
quantity of hemp, raised in Kentucky, prepared and dressed by machinery, without watering or exposure 
to dew. Both these hemps look extremely well, and we have no doubt will make strong cordage. It is 
our intention to have some of each parcel spun and prepared for cordage, in precisely the same manner, 
to be made into ropes of the same size and weight, as near as may be, and then to test their comparative 
and respective strength with a rope of the best Russia hemp, of similar size and similarly made in every 
respect. The result, with any remarks which may be deemed pertinent, shall be communicated to you as 
soon as the experiment shall have been made, which, we trust, will be in about a fortnight. 

We consider that the foregoing remarks upon the quality of hemp are equally applicable, whether 
it be converted into cloth, twine, or cordage. Hitherto cordage has constituted the almost entire con- 
sumption of hemp. <A considerable quantity, we conceive, will now be wrought int® cotton bagging. 





No. 2. 


Extract of a letter from a manufacturer of canvas, at Paterson, New Jersey, to the Hon. Secretary of the 
Navy, dated — 


Avevust 9, 1824. 


I should have before replied to the letter which you did me the honor to address to me, under date 
of the 31st ultimo, but being in a great measure unacquainted with the subject on which you required 
information, I have been since engaged in procuring as much as opportunity afforded me, and I have now 
the honor to communicate the result of my inquiries. I would here, however, observe, that, previous to the 
receipt of your letter, I had the honor to receive one from the president of the Board of Navy Commission- 
ers, on the subject of the growth and manufacture of flax, which, having answered, if it were necessary 
to your purpose, I could, and would, with pleasure, furnish a copy. 

It appears, from all I can learn, that hemp may be produced in any soil; in Russia it is indigenous, 
found in all the south and middle parts, and even on the Uralian mountains, though the general opinion 
seems to be that the greater crops are produced from that which is a deep black mould, formed from the 
decomposition of vegetable matter; until the texture is apparent, its situation should be low, with some 
small degree of moisture. This description of soil will produce hemp in greater abundance than any 
other, and every State in the Union possesses more or less thereof: this State, in particular, has a full share, 
together with the convenience of market for the sale, and a plentifulness of that description of manure 
which would best answer to resture the land to its former state. . 

The land is prepared, by some, with three, by others with four ploughings, after it is manured; 
immediately after one crop is vemoved, ’tis usual in England to plough and harrow; the same thing is 
again gone through with early in the spring, and afterwards, just before the seed is sown; this makes 
its condition perfectly mellow, and renders it free from all kinds of weeds; in our country, if the ground be 
broken twice with the plough, and once harrowed, it seems to be considered sufficient; and in Russia, 
less pains still is taken, besides being more imperfectly done. 

The seed for hemp, as for flax, should be weighty, and of a bright color; good soils will admit of 
three bushels to the acre; not less than two should be used where one and a half bushels are now put in, 
as the hemp, the thicker it is sown, provided it is not overdone, will be finer in its fibre, and, conse- 
quently, spins a finer yarn, and lays much closer, besides that the twist will be more easily accomplished 
by the working hand or the machine, and it will be a much stronger yarn made from fine hemp than 
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coarse, both being of the same diameter. The seed is sown in a broadcast manner, as carly as the 
climate will admit, and covered in with the harrow. Drilling is sometimes resorted to in England, under 
the impression that the early growth of the plant is promoted; but the broadcast is preferred. The seed 
may be put in in April, the frosts being over even earlier, as the plants are more vigorous, and less 
affected by the different subsequent operations they have to undergo, 

There are few soils in this country that could not produce, or be made to produce, hemp; and repeated 
crops may be obtained, as advantageously to the ground, from the same piece of land, with proper atten- 
tion, and as little exhaustion, as almost any other vegetable production. It is asserted that, in Suffolk, 
in England, it has been grown for seventy years in succession, on the same spot of ground, and, by con- 
tinually manuring, the ground would be restored, and it might be grown forever. 

After it is sown, the management of the crop is attended with very little trouble; when it is properly 
ripe, it is pulled up by the roots, the mould well shaken off, and laid up in what are called baits. If the 
hemp be intended for a seed crop, it should be perfectly ripe; but if for manufacturers’ use, it should be 
pulled earlier, as the coloring matter is then more easily extracted, and the hemp has less tow, besides 
that it is generally believed the fibre is stronger. The next process which the plants undergo is termed 
rotting—one method is denominated dew, the other water-rotting; and it is admitted on all sides that 
the latter is to be greatly preferred. It affords much the finest, strongest, and longest staple hemp. The 
former process, howcXer, is practiced in our country almost universally; in fact, except on Connecticut 
river, | have heard of no other place where the method is pursued; and there, water-rotting is but 
imperfectly managed both as to economy and usefulness. To dew-rot the hemp, the stalks, immediately 
after they are pulled, are spread on the ground, as thinly as possible, where they are left three or four 
weeks, occasionally turned; and, in this situation, they are subject to all the variableness of our climate, 
which is so fluctuating and uncertain that hemp is materially injured before the farmer is aware of it, or 
could conveniently prevent it; the fibre is then generally weakened by being burnt up with the sun, or 
from too long exposure. and excessive wet. Even in England, where the climate is much more favorable 
for this process, the greatest care and attention will scarcely prevent injury; and it is never resorted to 
when the hemp is the object, as it is not uncommon to find, on examination, that the hemp is deteriorated 
in quality from too long exposure; in addition, also, the risk of damage. This is thy most troublesome 
and longest process; for, in water-rotting, the hemp is never handled, after it is put into the water, until 
the process is completed; it is then taken out, tied into rather small bundles, placed upright between two 
ropes, extended (parallel to each other) across a lot, and from this position it is protected from the effects 
of the rain, as also it is exposed to dry much sooner. The hemp, after it is pulled, is carried to a deep 
pond, or wooden tank of standing water; it is placed thereon, bundle upon bundle, cross-wise, and when 
the pond is filled, the whole should be completely immersed in the water by loading it with heavy pieces 
of timber; in four or five days, the process being finished, it is taken out and dried as svon as_ possible, 
in the manner explained before. Another inethod of rotting has been suggested in France, and practiced 
successfully: the water is heated to a temperature of 72 to 75 degrees of Reaumer, dissolving in it a 
quantity of green soap, in the proportion of one to forty-eight of hemp; the quantity of water composed 
with the hemp should be as one to forty; the hemp is thrown in, and the vessel covered over, and in two 
or three hours, it appears, the hemp is fully steeped. If this process should be found to answer, it is by 
far the most convenient of any yet known, unless the application of steam prove as effectual, or more so, 
without the addition gf soap. 

After the hemp is rotted, it is to be broken. A coarse and fine break is sometimes used in England, 
but the rollers of the lint mill are preferred, because of its being more expeditiously performed. In our 
country, they use what is called a hemp-mill; which is a large, heavy stone, formed like a sugar loaf, with 
the small end cut off—such a form as is generally used for grinding white lead; a shaft is run through it, and 
it is made to revolve in a circle; when passing on a plane, the hemp becomes crushed and broken by the 
stone, and is subsequently swingled. The rollers of the lint-mill are, however, thought to be better; 
and my own opinion is, that Mr. S. Swartwout’s machine for breaking flax would answer better than any 
other mode which is now practiced. 

The average crop, per acre, in America, England, and Russia, has been estimated as follows: 
America 400 lbs.; England, 650 Ibs.; Russia, 500 lbs. The present price of American dew-rotted, is $115 
per ton, that of Russia $170 per ton. 

The cultivation of this plant would, no doubt, be of great national benefit—not, perhaps, arising 
immediately from the production of hemp, but the absolute necessity, almost, of being independent of 
this article from foreign countries in time of war, and the great value it is susceptible of attaining from 
the manufacture in our country. There is, perhaps, except in England, a greater quantity of hemp con- 
sumed than in any other, in the manufacture of cordage, sail-cloth, cotton bagging, and in numerous 
qualities of ordinary cloths. The certainty of a market would, no doubt, very much tend to increase 
the cultivation; and a demand might be created by protecting the manufacturer to such an extent as to 
admit of his paying the farmer such a price for the raw material as would bring the gain and demand for 
the article to a par with any advantage he might obtain from any other article of vegetable production, 
The hemp manufactured into cordage is generally brought from abroad. I have written to a nianufacturer 
on the subject, and when I obtain the information I have solicited and expect, it will be transmitted to 
you. Inmy mill I have spun, for cloth only, about two tons. Not having been properly prepared, I 
discontinued the use of it; however, the machinery I possess will spin hemp as well as flax, and hereafter 
I may be induced to turn my attention to it again. As far as I can learn, I am the only person in the 
United States that will attempt to spin by machinery—TI mean fine threads, capable of making duck. 

To prepare the hemp for spinning, it is hackled on three tools, to reduce it to the same fineness with 
flax, which is reduced on two tools, and in the process we make use of oil to supply that elasticity which 
naturally it does not possess. All subsequent processes are the same as flax, the machinery being only 
altered in the draft from roller to roller, to conform to the length of the staple; it is also susceptible of 
being altered, that it may be made to spin the shortest tow, and longest hemp. 

I would, as it regards my own interest, prefer to make use of the American hemp, were it as good 
as the foreign, or could I substitute it for the same purpose; but, as the reputation of a manufacturer 
depends on the quality of his goods, it is absolutely necessary the raw material should be of the best 
quality; and it is a fact, that neither the flax nor hemp of this country are of such a quality as to justify 
their general use for manufacturing purposes. 








CANVAS, CABLES AND CORDAGE. 





No. 3. 


Extract of a letter from a manufacturer, dated — 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1824. 


The cultivation of hemp I am not acquainted with; one important defect in the American hemp is 
in the preparation for dressing it, in the dew-rotted instead of water-rotted state, as in Russia. There is 
in hemp an oily substance, which the dew-rot destroys and the water-rot preserves; this oil may be con- 
sidered as the life of the hemp. Water-rotted hemp has a bright, silky appearance; dew-rotted has a 
dark, husky appearance; dew-rotted will not stand the water when manufactured, and will not answer 
for cables or standing rigging. I have manufactured, in the last six years, nearly three thousand tons 
of cordage, and during that time there has not been twenty tons of American hemp in the market; the 
quality, when compared with that from Russia, is so inferior, that our ship owners will not purchase the 
cordage; and I must again repeat, that the principal cause of this defect is in the manner of rotting it, 
and why the mode of dew-rotting is practiced I cannot say. There have been two lots of American hemp 
sold recently in New York, of twenty tons each; one parcel brought one hundred dollars per ton, and 
the other one hundred and thirty dollars per ton; the reason why this difference, one lot was not properly 
dressed, which is the case of much of the Kentucky hemp. Russia hemp, at the same time, sold at from 
one hundred and sixty-five to one hundred and seventy dollars per ton, 





No. 4. 


Extract of a letter from a manufacturer of hemp, at Norfolk, Va., dated — 
Ocroser 30, 1824. 


Ihave given to the inquiries you have done me the honor to make, on the subject of the cultivation 
and manufacture of hemp, all the consideration my desire to comply with your wishes would suggest, 
and now beg leave, with diffidence, to submit the result. Being engaged in the manufacture of cordage 
for twenty-five years, the article of hemp has been of primary importance. For several years we used 
Virginia hemp chiefly; believing it to be of good staple, and only requiring pains in preparing it, we took a 
good deal of trouble in urging the growers of it to be particular in curing and cleaning it. In the years 
1809 and ’10, Russia hemp being scarce and very high, we urged on Messrs. Caruthers, of Lexington, 
Virginia, (large dealers in the article) and living in the neighborhood of the best hemp country, the 
advantage and necessity of improving it, and contracted to give them $290 per ton for 70 to 80 tons, to 
be clear and well prepared. Mr. W. Caruthers paid particular and personal attention to it, and it proved 
(with some exception) of excellent quality. This was all grown in Rockbridge, Botetourt, and Mont- 
gomery counties, on the James, Jackson, and Cowpasture rivers, and this has hitherto been the part of 
the State where it was grown to any extent, the three counties then producing 50 to 100 tons each, 
annually. Knowing that the practice of preparing it was by dew, or air-rotting, (which is very tedious, 
it lying out for months, exposed to all the vicissitudes of weather, and is often thereby injured in strength, 
always in color,) in the year 1810, Mr. Theo. Armistead, who was Navy agent here, and also had a rope 
walk, and who was very zealous in the improvement of country hemp, with our establishment, held out 
strong inducements to have the hemp water-rotted, in place of the usual mode; but so difficult is it to 
change old habits, that only in one instance did we succeed. Col. Wilson C. Nicholas, of Albemarle 
county, and formerly Governor cf Virginia, water-rotted his crop, and, to encourage and extend this mode, 
we gave, for the part of it we got, (a few tons) $360 per ton; the quality was excellent, color much 
improved, and, we believe, the fibre, also, in strength and fineness, though it was not so well cleaned or 
prepared as it might have been. The experiment seemed satisfactory that it was capable of improvement, 
by proper management. ; 

The practice in all hemp countries, (Russia the principal) is, uniformerly, to water-rot, which opera- 
tion is performed in the short space of four to ten days, according to weather, and whether in standing 
or running water; this process, we have reason to believe, requires very particular attention, as it regards 
both quality and quantity of the article. In 1809 and 710 we had hemp and yarns again from Winches- 
ter, Kentucky, the staple and quality very good, and well handled; we then thought it only required to 
be water, instead of dew-rotted, to be equal to any we had seen. We have since had occasional supplies 
of Virginia and Kentucky, and though it has deteriorated, from neglect and mismanagement, we still 
think the staple good, and, if carefully water-rotted, and cleaned by batling, scutching and hackling, I 
cannot see any reason why it should not be as well suited for cordage and sail-cloth as any imported; it 
is, at least, of so much importance as to be worth a fair experiment. Much will depend on the culti- 
vation of it; it will be their province to make experiments in the soil best adapted to its growth, cutting 
at proper time, curing, and cleaning. If they do their duty, I am of opinion that many of the existing 
objections to American hemp may be removed. Many parts of the western country, I am told, are well 
adapted to its growth; and, I believe, a great part of the lands in North Carolina and Virginia, watered 
by the Roanoke, would yield it to great advantage. It may be proper here to remark, the cause of hemp 
having been so high in 1809 and 710 was, that very little was imported; that from Russia sold at $400 to 
$450 per ton; but, in the year following, the importation was so large that it fell to $200; since then, 
the cultivation of American hemp has annually lessened. For the last eight or nine years, we have used 
Russia hemp almost exclusively—proportion about 7 and 4. It is preferred by the manufacturer, because 
it is clean, easily worked, with but little loss, and is of good color, Seafaring people give Russia hemp 
a decided preference; they say it looks much better, wears better, and some are of opinion that American 
hemp is not well suited for water rope, as cables, &c.; and also say that the constant friction of the 
water washes the tar from it, and that it soon decays. I believe, however, that most of these objections 
are more matters of received opinion than from well tested experiments. I find that Russia hemp is 
much better some seasons than others; this, I judge, is owing to the seasons, as all vegetable growth is 
subject to them. The mode in Russia, of classing the hemp into three or four qualities, gives it character; 
when you buy of each, you know what you have. I have manufactured some parcels of Italian hemp, 
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(Ancona) and found it to be of excellent quality, strong staple, and good color—indeed, the longest and 
strongest I had ever seen, though by no means so well prepared as the Russian, and, consequently, not 
so easily worked; it is doubted by some whether it is as well suited for tarred rope, and though we have, 
and are making some experiments on it, they are not yet satisfactorily proved. It makes excellent white 
rope. Manilla hemp, or grass, (I have used some parcels of it) is very strong and wiry, and said to be well 
suited for some smaller purposes, untarred; costs about 50 per cent. higher than the Russian. American 
hemp is generally about three-fourths the price of Russian and Ancona. Dceming the cultivation of hemp 
of great national importance, both for cordage and sail-cloth, too much pains cannot be taken to have its 
quality well ascertained; tending to which, if the legislatures of the States where it is cultivated would 
establish inspections, and have persons appointed competent to its duties, I am of opinion it would greatly 
advance its character; and, as another, and perhaps more immediate mode of ascertaining its qualities, 
I would beg leave, with great deference, to suggest that the Navy Department should offer a premium 
for a quantity, not less that fifty tons, to be water-rotted, carefully culled, and well cleaned by batling, 
seutching, and hackling, to be sent to a given place, and from thence distributed in suitable proportions 
to the principal naval stations, to be there manufactured, and judged of by the mechanic, and the com- 


mandant and officers of the station. 





No. 5. 
Memorandum of experiment made by a manufacturer of hemp. 


Two ropes, each 2} inches in circumference, one made of hemp grown on Connecticut river, and water- 
| ET Te COTTE RE eT Tee eT Tere Te Ter TT Toes Ue 
The other, made of clean St. Petersburg hemp, broke with. ........00... ce eeececcseccceee S118 Ibs, 
Another rope, made of Kentucky unrotted hemp, broke with...........cceeeeeeeeee eeeee 2,968 Ibs. 
This last was 2} inches also; but it must be observed, that a considerable part of the hemp was 
damaged very materially in the transportation, and, it is highly probable that the whole of it had suffered 
some loss of strength. 
Thirty yarns in each rope. 
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OPINION OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY AS TO ALTERATIONS IN THE ORGANIZA- 

TION OF THE NAVY, WITH STATEMENTS OF TRAVELING AND OTHER ALLOWANCES 

TO OFFICERS OF THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 10, 1825. 
Navy Devarraent, January 1, 1825. 
To the President of the Senate of the United States: 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate of the 25th of May last, I have the honor to pre- 
sent the following report: 

The paper marked A, is a report made by the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, which shows “the 
amount of traveling expenses and other allowances, received by the officers of the navy and of the 
marine corps, over the monthly pay and rations to which they are, by law, entitled, in each year, for the 
last three years.’”’ 

This amount embraces all the payments (except monthly pay and rations) made to officers within 
the time mentioned, whether the services, for which the payments were made, were rendered within that 
period, or previous to it. Our naval officers are frequently out of the country two or three years at a 
time, and, when in it, are sometimes so situated as to prevent them, without neglect of duty, from pre- 
senting their claims for adjustment with punctuality, and at definite periods. 

Kach settiement of their accounts, therefore, embraces not only their claims for the preceding year, 
but for the whole period since their last settlement; and, in giving an answer to this part of the resolu- 
tion, it was found impossible to separate the one from the other, without an examination of every voucher, 
and restatement of every item of the accounts: a labor which could not be performed since the resolution 
was passed, and which was supposed not to be called for by it. This amount, therefore, will be understood 
to embrace all the claims and accounts settled and allowed within the last three years, preceding the first 
day of January last. 

For the sums paid to each officer, and the objects for which they were paid, a gencral reference may 
be had to the reports annually made on the contingent expenses of the navy. There are about fifty 
officers in the marine corps, and nearly nine hundred in the navy. The amount stated contains the 
accounts of, and allowances to, almost all of this number. 

None of the allowances are designed, nor do they operate, as additional pay to the officer for his 
time and services in his station; for these, the monthly pay and rations are the compensation prescribed 
by law; but they are intended to mect the expenses to which he is exposed, and the liabilities to which 
he is subjected in discharging the duties assigned him, and without which it would often be impossible 
to obey the orders he receives. This will be hereafter illustrated by some of the items in the accounts. 

The average amount of traveling expenses, in each of the three years, paid to all the officers in the 
navy, appears to be $19,541, and to all the officers of the marine corps, appears to be $6,639. The prin- 
ciple by which this allowance is made is settled and uniform. 
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When any officer travels under the orders of the Department, or of his superior, on the business of 
the public, and not for his own convenience, he is allowed fifteen cents per mile. 

This is never paid when engaged in private transactions, or changing his duties at his own request, 
and not for the benefit of the public. The sum allowed is the same for officers of all grades: is supposed 
to be about the average expense of traveling in this country; and is absolutely necessary to enable our 
officers to obey the orders given to them. They are appointed from all parts of the Union, and often 
obliged to travel great distances to join stations or vessels. 

Such must always be the case with those from the western States. The duties to be performed, also, 
frequently require them to be transferred from one place to another. The expense of their journeys often 
equals the greater part, In some instances the whole, of their pay; and if they must themselves bear it, 
only those upon our seaboard, and the rich, who are able and willing to labor without compensation, can 
belong to the service. 

It is both just to the individual, and beneficial to the public, that the allowance be made. For its 
safe and faithful expenditure, reliance must, in this case, as in others, be had, in the first instance, on the 
intelligence and integrity of those who give the orders, and, in the second, of those who settle the 
accounts; both of whom must pass upon them. The amount of $272,633.93, embraces all the sums paid 
to officers, exclusive of monthly pay and rations, traveling expenses, and expenses incident to courts- 
martial. It includes a great variety of items, and among others, the following: premiums and expenses 
for recruiting; chamber money and house rent; fuel and candles; commissions and clerk hire; store and 
office rent of navy agents and storekeepers; postage upon letters on public business; toll; sick quarters; 
purveying and care of medical stores; extra service in surveying, &c., &c. In every system of well 
organized public force, in all countries, most of these items form a part of the fundamental law creating 
it, and do not assume the character of allowances by Executive regulation, but enter into the general 
estimates for its support. It is the misfortune of the navy of the United States never to have received 
any organization by law, nor to have been favored by the legislature with a system into which they could 
be engrafted. They have, therefore, been left to temporary expedient and regulation, created from time 
to time as a necessity for them was felt. Under such circumstances, regularity and economy have been 
sought, and, as far as possible, effected. A few remarks on two or three of the items will explain their 
character and necessity. 


Trpense of recruiting. 


A considerable portion of the amount is formed by this item. Rendezvous for recruiting must, from 
the nature of that business, be opened in those thickly settled parts of our cities, to which sailors are 
in the habit of resorting; and accommodations must be procured for the purpose. Officers of prudence 
and skill must be appointed to superintend them, and made responsible for the manner in which they dis- 
charge the duty and expend the money; and if they are imposed on as to the health or capacity of the 
recruit, or negligently permit him to desert, they must be subjected to loss. The annexed paper B, is a 
copy of regulations lately prepared to be added to and explain those previously existing on the subject, 
and will exhibit a part of the duty and liability of the recruiting officer, and, as the public afford him no 
accommodations of any description, his actual expenses are also great. Under these circumstances, and 
to urge on the enlistment, the commanding officer of the rendezvous has, heretofore, been allowed $4 for 
each recruit, and the inferior officer $1.50 per day, to pay his board and expenses. The bill reported at 
the last session proposes to reduce the allowance from $4 to $3. 


Chamber money and house rent , 


Are allowed when an officer is ordered to perform a duty confining him to a particular place, and 
there is no vessel or building where he can eat or lodge—as when attached to and performing duty in a 
navy yard, or preparing his vessel for sea, and it is not in a situation for him to live on board, nor is 
there any other vessel or house, belonging to the public, for his accommodation. Compelled to obtain 
lodging and board, and often at very extravagant prices, his pay would be consumed by them, and, 
therefore, he is allowed either chamber money, at two dollars per week, if his duty be temporary, or 
house rent, at its usual rate at the place, if the duty be permanent. This expense, which is not small, 
will be, ina great degree, if not entirely avoided, when the necessary improvements are made in our 
yards. 


Commissions on disbursements of public money. 


It sometimes happens in the changes which occur upon our distant stations, by deaths and otherwise, 
and the necessities to which our squadrons are subjected, that our naval officers, whose general duty and 
office are altogether unconnected with the moneyed concerns of the Department, are obliged to negotiate 
and disburse money for the use of the officers, men and vessels under their command, in doing which 
they are liable to risks and losses. In such cases, upon the settlement of their accounts, a small per 
centage has been allowed on the moneys so negotiated and disbursed. 


House rent, store rent, postage, fuel, clerk hire, stationery, &c., to navy agents and storekeepers. 


It is doubted whether these items come strictly within the call made by the resolution; but, as the 
agents and storekeepers were officers attached to the Navy Department, and as these allowances are not 
the monthly pay and rations fixed by law, it was thought proper to add them. They are regulated by 
settled rules, and tend largely to swell the amount. 


Per diem allowance on extra duty, such as surveying rn property, proving cannon, surveying the coasts, 
harbors, &c. 


This allowance is designed merely to meet the extra expense to which the officer is subjected; and 
the greater part of that which has arisen from the survey of the coast, &c., has been provided for by, and 
paid out of, the appropriations made by several laws passed upon the subject, and has not been taken 
from the appropriations for the navy; but, as the sums received by the officers were an allowance over 
the monthly pay and rations, it was necessary to add them to the others, 
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Purveying and care of medicines, 

To ensure the economical purchase, safe keeping and proper disposition of medicines and medical 
stores, both for our ships and navy yards, it las been found necessary not to entrust the duty to each of 
the surgeons and mates attached to them, but from time to time to assign it to old aud experienced sur- 
geons, in addition to their ordinary duties, and to make a reasonable allowance for it. It is not doubted, 
however, that it may be performed more usefully and economically under the provisions of the bill 
reported at the last session, 

There are other items, but it is not believed to be necessary to make any remark respecting them. 
They are all designed, not as additional pay to the officer, but to meet the extra expense and liability 
imposed on him, in obeying the orders which he receives, and without which he could not obey them, nor 
could the service be supported; are governed by fixed rules; and have most of them existed from the 
commencement of the navy, and had been confirmed and authorized by the annual appropriations. Some 
of them, it has been proposed by the Department, should be incorporated into permanent legal provisions, 
organizing the naval establishment. 

This Department is not informed of any “emoluments received by the officers of the navy and marine 
corps, from the government, in consequence of their official stations,” unless the allowance heretofore 
mentioned may be considered in that light. Nor is it perceived that they can, in any way, derive ‘“emolu- 
ments from other sources,’ unless by means of the premium or compensation allowed to them by 
individuals for whom they carry silver, gold or jewels. Any other use of their official character, for 
private emolument, would be criminal, and, if known, subject them to punishment. It is not believed 
that an imputation of this offence can properly attach to them. By the 23d article of the ‘act for the 
better government of the navy of the United States,” it is provided that “if any commander, or other 
officer, shall receive, or permit to be received, on board his vessel, any goods or merchandise, other than 
for the sole use of his vessel, except gold, silver, or jewels, and except the goods or merchandise of ves- 
sels that may be in distress, or shipwrecked, or in imminent danger of being shipwrecked, in order to 
preserve them for their owner, without orders from the President of the United States, or the Navy 
Department, he shall, on conviction thereof, be cashiered, and be incapacitated, forever afterwards, for 
any place or office in the navy.’’? Under the authority of this provision, no emoluments could be derived 
from carrying anything but the excepted articles; these have always been carried when offered, and it 
could be done consistently with the faithful discharge of the duties in which the officer was engaged. 
His risk and responsibility, in the benefit he renders to the owner by carrying his property, is often great, 
and requires a corresponding compensation, This compensation is regulated in England by orders in 
council, authorized by statute. No law has yet been passed upon the subject in this country, and the 
Executive has not believed, since the passage of the law referred to, that it possessed the power, either 
to forbid the carrying of specie altogether, or to fix the compensation for doing it; but merely to see that 
the officer, while exercising his legal privilege, did not abuse his official character to purposes of fraud 
and oppression, 

It has consequently been left to the discretion of the officer and the owner of the property, to make 
their own agreements about the premium for the freight, and these, not being official, have, heretofore, 
not been made known to this Department; and the sums received cannot, therefore, be stated. It has 
been thought proper, however, for reasons which will readily present themselves, to require that such a 
statement should be made upon the subject, as would enable the Department to be perfectly apprised of 
the conduct of those under its control, and the use they make ‘of their official stations ”’ in transactions 
of this kind. An order was, therefore, prepared as a part of the instructions to Commodore Hull, when 
he took command in the Pacific ocean, a copy of which is hereunto annexed and marked C. The same 
order has been given to all officers who have been, since that time, in command of squadrons or separate 
vessels, If any evil have, heretofore, resulted from this provision of our law, it is hoped that a remedy 
will be found in this order, so far as it is within the power of this Department to apply the remedy. If it 
be deemed necessary to prescribe the premium, that power properly belongs to the legislature. There 
has yet been received but one report on the subject, and that does not furnish the precise information 
which is due in answer to a call from the Senate of the United States. 

The paper A exhibits the expense of courts-martial in the navy, in each year in the last three years, 
with the amounts paid to judge advocates, and others, for their attendance and services. The paper D 
designates the places at which such courts-martial were ordered to be held, and the stations from which 
the officers composing the same were detailed to attend. 

The number of officers subject to trial by courts-martial, is about 850; the average number of men 
in the navy is about 3,780. 

Neither the expense, nor the number of courts, can be considered large; but it is confidently believed 
that both may, in future, be lessened, should Congress think proper to make certain provisions on the 
subject, which will be hereafter alluded to. The allowances to officers attending courts-martials, either 
as members or witnesses, are traveling expenses, and $1,50 per day, while attending the court; except 
to those upon the stations where the court is held, whose situation is such that they are not subjected to 
additional expense. In designating the number of members required by law, care is taken to select such 
as will create least expense, and whose character and condition, as to the accused, give the best security 
of justice to him and to the public. 

By the reports on the contingent expenses of the navy, which have been referred to, it will be per- 
ceived that considerable sums have been paid, at different times, to judge advocates. This has arisen 
from the fact that there is no person attached to the service, whose legal acquirements and acquaintance 
with legal proceedings fit him for the discharge of all the duties of the office. The Department would illy 
perform its obligations, either to the public or the accused, by appointing one to perform them who was 
incompetent; and those who were qualified, could not be expected to neglect their regular and profitable 
employments for a temporary engagement, without full compensation. 

Paper E exhibits the same information respecting courts-martial in the marine corps, as is exhibited 
by D, and respecting those in the navy. 

Papers F and G exhibit the number of desertions from the marine corps and the number of rank and 
file confined by imprisonment as a punishment for desertion or misconduct, for each year, during the last 
three years. 

In answer to that portion of the resolution which requires the Secretary of the Navy to report “his 














Pie 


ae 


ace ARIE copeneerc nti 





1825.] OPINION OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 43 


scmantecalliiei 
opinion on such alterations or further provisions of law, as he may consider it expedient to be made, in 
order to promote a more perfect discipline of the navy and marine corps, to prevent the frequent recur- 
rence of courts-martial, and ensure to the public service in the said establishments, the highest degree of 
economy and efficiency,” the following remarks are respectfully submitted: 

Discipline and the prevention of offences, economy and efficieney, in every military or naval establish- 
ment, must depend on its fundamental organization, the regulations connected with it, and their enforcement, 
and the intelligence and skill of the officers attached to it. There must be a regular and systematic 
organization, plain and simple rules, skillful and intelligent officers, or no labor, industry, or wisdom in 
the head which directs it, can produce the desired results to any very profitable extent. But, if these 
disadvantages exist, a failure to produce those results may well be the subject of censure. The military 
establishment of the United States is, at this moment, the best possible argument and illustration which 
can be made upon this point. The naval establishment of the United States may be said never to have 
had a legal organization. Temporary acts, authorizing specific matters relating tothe building of vessels, 
and the numbers of one or two of our grades of officers, are to be abundantly found: but there is not in 
our whole code a law giving an organization, prescribing the number and grades of all our officers, 
number of our yards and stations, pay and emoluments of those who are attached to the service. It 
requires no labor of argument to show, that, in such a state of things, they who have had to direct, and 
those who have had to execute, have equally felt the want of fixed and uniform guides to their conduct. 
The first “alteration” or “provision of law,” then, which appears to be necessary to effect the proposed 
objects, is a law organizing the navy establishment. What that law ought to be in the “opinion” of the 
Department, will be found in the report of the plan made during the last session of Congress. To that 
report, therefore, reference is now made. It is necessary only to add, that daily experience, since that 
time, has confirmed the views then presented. Should a law of that character be passed, it will be 
important immediately to prepare regulations depending upon, and adapted to it, for the discipline and 
management of every part of the service. To the formation of these regulations, the best intelligence, 
within the command of the Department, would, necessarily, be brought; and, being submitted to the 
wisdom of Congress, their adoption would free from uncertainty, and furnish fixed and safe rules as 





guides to all. 

The Department is not aware of any alteration by law, beyond those specified, which would be neces- 
sary for the economical administration of the money concerns of the Department. 

Those concerns are divided into two parts: that which relates to the purchase and care of “naval 
stores and materials, and the construction, armament, and equipment of vessels of war,” which is managed 
by a board of commissioners, under the superintendence of the Secretary; the other, which relates to the pay 
and compensation of all persons in any way connected with the service, which is exclusively under the 
direction and control of the head of the Department. The latter, it is believed, has been, heretofore, 
economically administered; and, under the proposed organization and regulation, with the aid of the laws 
respecting the advance of public moneys, and the settlement of the public accounts, may be so conducted 
as to squander nothing, and to lose little. 

The former has, heretofore, been managed by the board, in a manner deserving the highest commenda- 
tion. Its contracts and expenditares have, in general, been judicious, cautious and economical. It was 
created in February, 1815. The law “concerning disbursements of public money,” and forbidding 
advances, was passed in January, 1823. It has, therefore, existed almost ten years, during eight of 
which, advances were not forbidden; it has made contracts for, and superintended the expenditure of 
$15,500,000, and it is believed that nothing has yet been lost, and that not more than $15,000, if any, are 
in danger of being lost. 

It is but just to add, that the members, confining themselves to their prescribed duties, have been 
found valuable auxiliaries, and that the improvement of our vessels, yards, and equipments, is proof that 
their skill and science are not inferior to their industry and economy. 

The next “alteration,” which seems to be called for, is the revision of the law ‘‘for the better 
government of the navy of the United States.” It was passed in May, 1800, and has remained without 
amendment. It relates to offenees and trials, punishments and rewards—-subjects of great importance in 
every service. Offences which are the objects of punishment, ought to be plainly and precisely stated, 
that every one may understand what he is to avoid, and may certainly know when he is criminal; and 
that those who would bring accusations, may be sure that they do it justly. There is a great defect in 
the law upon this point; a defeet which has been the cause of much inconvenience and relaxation of dis- 
cipline. It is so extremely vague and indefinite, that it is often not easy to frame a charge, justified by 
its words, even against those who have acted most incorrectly, without a resort to some general expres- 
sion, such as ‘ unofficer-like” or ‘scandalous conduct,” and joining to it a specification embracing the 
particular circumstances, which might as well be added to any other charge, or to no charge. It results 
that the accused and the court are both in doubt how to proceed; and the legality of what is done is 
questionable, even where there is hesitation that the accused has been guilty and merits rebuke. The 
effect may readily be imagined. Among men varying in habits, education, principles, and feelings, 
there are always some that must be coerced by plain law, rigidly enforced; some who regard the provi- 
sions of the law as the only restriction on the freedom of thought and action, which, as citizens, they are 
Where it is not clear and explicit, they perform acts, dangerous and reprehen- 
sible, which they do not perceive prohihited by positive enactment. Others are induced, by the same cause, 
to prefer charges for that which they suppose violates the spirit of the code. The former are tempted to 
irregular and improper conduct; the latter to arraign, without just cause, those who are obnoxious to 
them. The tribunal, too, which is called to pass upon accusations, is left, without a certain guide, to 
the exercise of an arbitrary discretion, and to the formation of decisions governed rather by extraneous 
causes, such as the character and standing of the partics, than a just estimate of the charges and the 
evidence. Guilt ceases to be the only, yet certain, ground of punishment. The weight of the sentence, 
whether of condemnation or acquittal, is proportionally diminished. Thus, in every way, does this want 
of precision and certainty in the law, tend to the multiplicatien of courts-martial, the destruction of dis- 
cipline, and of the correspondent efficiency and economy, This law is equally unguarded as to the pun- 
ishment, leaving everything to the discretion of the court, not only as to its extent, but also as to its 
nature. “ At the discretion of a court-martial,” and “death, or such other punishment as a court-martial 
shall adjudge,” are its phraseology; and where the crime is not specified in the meagre list which is 
given, the punishment is to be ‘ according to the laws and customs of such cases at sea.” It is indeed 
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limited by no rule as to kind, and, in most eases, by no extent short of death. It should not remain in 
this condition. It should be military, and proportioned to the offence. We need not dwell upon the 
consequences to the accused, the public, and the court, from this cause. The law ought to be altered. 
The punishment should be ascertained in a proper scale, from private reprimands, through all the grades 
of public reprimands, suspension from duty, suspension without pay, suspension from rank and pay, dis- 
mission and death. But it is not enough that crimes and punishments be properly defined and limited. 
To the improved law must be added an improved administration of it. 

No change is necessary in the organization of our courts. They are composed of the proper persons, 
and of the proper numbers, but they require aid in the discharge of their duties, which they do not now 
possess. Although in questions of sound and honorable fecling, they are safe, yet their education and 
habits are not those best adapted to all the judicial functions. Regularity, correct application of legal 
principles, even some technicality, is essential to correctness in their proceedings. They, more than ordi- 
nary judges, require well defined rules and systems of practice, and they have none such to which they 
can appeal. 

A very small portion of the English system, based upon their statutes, can apply to courts acting 
under ours. It sometimes happens, that, relying upon British precedents, they are misled; at others 
fearing to trust them, they wander into error. And when situated as they thus are, we recollect the vital 
influence which their decisions have upon the fortunes, lives and fame, of so many gallant men, it is 
not to feel that they ought to have, in their legal advisers, the judge advocates, men of learn- 
Such it is always the object of the Department to procure for thei; but such 
cannot always be obtained, and when they are, it is at great expense. They are drawn from other and 
profitable pursuits, and devote a temporary attention only to the subject. Hence, although much safer 
aids than less informed and weaker men, they are apt to differ from cach other; and the consequence has 
been, that our courts-martial proceed by no settled rules; form irregular records; often err for want of 
light; make decisions utterly destructive of character, and of the public interests; and form precedents 
which serve only to bewilder and perplex those who come after them. Required, then, to give an “ opinion”? 
on a remedy for these evils, the Department would recommend, as one means, the appointment of a 
responsible officer, a judge advocate, whose duty it should be to form, under the direction of the Depart- 
ment, a proper system for the government of courts-martial; to prepare the cases and witnesses for trial; 
to attend when practicable; and always to examine and report to the Department on the records, and 
guard against unlawful proceedings and convictions. Many benefits would thereby be secured; there 
would be more certainty in our trials; the charges would be legal; the causes being properly prepared, 
there would be less delay; the rules for the proceedings being settled, there would be less error; records 
be uniform and accurate; economy be promoted, by shortening the terms of the courts, and avoiding 
the employment of temporary judge advocates; and justice be more surely adininistered. The same officer, 


impossible 
ing, talent and discretion. 


? 
if equal to the station, could perform the duties both for the army and the navy, and would produce results 


in both, which they only can estimate who have reflected seriously on the high importance of a steady, 
uniform, Consistent and economical administration of criminal law in military and naval establishments, 
and the incalculably painful consequences which arise from erroneous decisions, 

The recommendation, then, as to this law, has three objects: Ist. To define offences. 2d. To fix and 
apportion punishments. 3d. To provide safe rules for the trials, and a competent officer to aid in the 
administration of the criminal code, It is perhaps proper to reinark, that in recommending the appoint- 
ment of one judge advocate for the navy and the army, the Secretary of War concurs, 

Two other amendments ought to be made in the law: 1. That the court be at least so far freed from 
the obligation of secrecy, as relates to the officer who constitued it, and who has to approve its sentence: 
a concealment from him of everything but what appears upon the record, often compels a decision in 
ignorance of facts most important to a right judgment upon the case; and naturally leaves the members 
of the court free from the responsibility which ought to attach to them, and which is the best security for 
correct decision, 

2. Power should be given to the court to enforce the attendance of witnesses necessary either for 
the accusation or defence, and to take the depositions of those who could not attend; a power always 
essential to the safe administration of justice. , 

There is still another “alteration” which, in my “opinion,” ought to be made, and which is even 
more important than those already mentioned, to promote discipline, efficiency and economy, and to pre- 
vent the recurrence of courts-martial in the service. The establishment of an academy, or providing, in 
some effectual mode for the instruction of the young officers. These are taken from the poor, who have 
not the means of a good education, as well as the rich, who have. They enter, from the nature of the 
duties, at so early an age, that they cannot be accomplished, nor even moderately accurate, scholars. 
They are constantly employed on ship board, or in our navy yards, where much advancement in learning 
rannot be expected. Their pay will afford them a support, but no means of Hterary improvement. The 
consequence necessarily is, and such is well known to be the fact, that very many advance in age, and 
rise in grade, much less cultivated and informed than their own reputation and that of the country require. 
For this evil there is but one remedy, and that is to be found in the wisdom and beneficence of the govern- 
ment, from which they receive their offices, and to whose honor and interest they are devoted. It is 
the formation of a school which shall combine literary with professional instruction; a competent portion 
of common learning, with a profonnd knowledge of everything connected with military science, seaman- 
ship and navigation; the theory with the practice of their profession. The considerations which urge 
respect for this recommendation, are connected with everything which the nation has to hope from its 
naval establishment. They may be glanced at, but cannot be suitably discussed in this report. The 
situation of our country; the nature of its territory and its coasts; the extent of its commerce; the 
character of its institutions, and its political connections—all point unerringly to that establishment as 
the security for its peace and its honor. It no longer remains a debatable question, whether we shall 
look to the navy as one of the means by which our interests are to be most cheaply and most securely 
protected. It has been settled by a course of events, which have carried the nation forward to a point 
where, on this subject, it has searcely the liberty to choose. It has interests to protect, and duties to 
discharge, which it cannot, if it would, disregard. 

The problem now to be solved by it is, in what mode our naval means may be commanded most surely, 
and with the least possible burthen, combining most efficiency with the smallest expense. 

The answer is believed to be plain. By giving to our officers the greatest amount of science and 
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skill, by fitting all tocommand the vessels we may choose to build and the seamen we may be enabled 
to enlist. By these means, and these only, may we, in times of quiet, keep in employment, as small a 
number of vessels as our commerce may absolutely require; and yet, at the moment of trouble, swell it to 
the full extent which our protection may demand, and the number of our seamen will permit; the latter 
being the only limit which can be placed to our naval power. It is not, however, in this circumstance alone, 
that well instructed officers will induce economy: the better instructed and more intelligent an officer is, 
the more skillfully and precisely, and, of course, the more economically, will he perform the duties assigned 
him. Ignorance is always, skill never, prodigal. There is no business, profession, or occupation, in 
the circle of society, to which this principle applies with more energy than to our naval establish- 
ment. Discipline and efficiency also, necessarily, result from the same cause. Educated in such a school 
as it becomes the government to establish, moral principles are secured, good habits formed, subordina- 
tion learned, honorable feelings encouraged and confirmed, skill acquired, science and discipline neces- 





sarily combined. 

The illustration of these truths is before us in another branch of our national defence, to which the 
favor of the government has been extended: and the suggestion will be pardoned, that no sound argu- 
ment can be urged in its favor, which does not receive additional force from the situation in which the 
navy is placed, and the interests and hopes which are connected with it. 

Our future national conflicts are to rest principally on it, come when they may. It is, also, the bearer 
of our honor and our fame to every foreign shore, ‘The American naval officer is, in fact, the representa- 
tive of his country in every port to which he goes; and by him is that country, in a greater or less degree, 
estimated. With a well regulated national pride, this consideration alone should ensure him ample means 
of instruction and improvement. 

A school, to be useful to the navy, must combine theory with practice. It must, therefore, be located 
where the attention may be directed to the construction, equipment, armament, and sailing of vessels. 
Governor’s Island, in the harbor of New York, seems to be well fitted for all these objects. The build- 
ings and improvements already upon it, with slight alterations and repairs, would, probably, be sufficient 
fur present accommodation; and if the public interests would permit its transfer, for a time, from the War 
to the Navy Department, and an appropriation were made of $10,000, for the sapport of instructors, the 
school might be put into operation with very little delay, and its permanent location be hereafter determined. 

I beg leave to refer to a report from this Department, dated Ist day of January, 1824, expressing an 
opinion of the propriety and necessity of augmenting the number of our sloops of war, as a means of 
increasing the efliciency and economy of the service; and to add, that the experience of the past year, has 
amply confirmed the reason there presented. 

There are other alterations which are not suggested, as they are supposed to be within the powers 
of the Department. Some have been made within the last year, and others will hereafter receive attention. 

Among the former, are, the general order which was issued respecting the arrest and trial of officers, 
a copy of which is annexed, and marked H; and a regulation by which any person, before he can receive 
an appointment as surgeon’s mate, or, being a mate, be promoted to the rank of surgeon, must pass, suc- 
cessfully, a rigid examination, before a board of competent surgeons, both as to his moral character and 
his professional attainments, especially in all that relates to the duties of his particular office. The opera- 
tion of these rules need not be explained; they have thus far been found most salutary. 

The preceding remarks contain the ‘‘opinion” called for by the resolution, so far as respects the navy. 

In relation to the marine corps, I have the honor to submit various papers marked | and 2, which 
contain the views presented by the commandant of the corps in reference to its numbers and organization. 
They furnish satisfactory evidence that an augmentation of it is required, and justice seems to demand 
that its organization, as to grade and number of officers, should correspond with its size. The same prin- 
ciples are applicable to it as have been urged in reference to the navy, and which apply to all military 
establishments. 

An arrangement will be made with the War Department, by which the officers of this corps will 
hereafter be taken from the graduates at West Point. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, &c., 


SAM. L. SOUTHARD. 





A. 


Treasury Department, Fourth Auditor's Office, November 26, 1824. 

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, enclosing an extract 
from a resolution passed by the Senate of the United States, on the 25th day of May last. In pursuance 
of said resolution, | now transmit you a statement showing the amount of traveling expenses paid to 
officers of the navy and marine; also other allowances paid to the same over the monthly pay and rations 
to which they are by law entitled; the expenses of courts-martial, including the amount paid to judge 
advocates and others for their attendance and services, in each year, from the Ist January, 1821, to the 
31st December, 1828, inclusively. 

Ihave the honor to ke, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. WATKINS. 
The Ion. Samven L. Soctuarn, Secretary of the Navy. 
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Statement, in obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the United States, passed May 25 1824, showing the 
amount of traveling expenses rece ived by the officers of the navy and marine corps, and othe r allowances 
over the monthly pay and rations to which they are by law entitled; the eapenses of courts-martial; and 
the amount paid to the Judge advocates and others, for their attendance and services, in each year, for the 
years 1821, 1822, and 18238, per statements report d in this office from the 1st of January, 1821, to the 
31st of December, 1823, Inclusive. 














| Traveling expen- Expenses of | Traveling expen- | Expensesof courts.| Other allowances | Other allowances 

ses of the officers courts-martial of | ses of the officers: martial of the | to officers of the | to officers of the 
| of the navy. the navy. of the marine corps. marine corps. | navy. marine corps. 
1821....---| $14,262 11 | $1,569 50 | $1,975 73 | $329 50 $93,922 22 $8,444 04 
1822....++.| 26,124 66 5,308 47 10,959 68 1,955 24 | 96,622 59 25,172 68 
182 Kicicowel 18,238 43 3,264 79 1 6,983 00 906 50 | 82,089 12 26,084 74 
Total ....| $58,625 20 $10,137 76 $19,918 41 $3,191 24 | $272,633 93 $59,701 46 


| 


T. WATKINS. 
Treasury DerartMENT, Fourth Auditor’s Office, November 26, 1824. 





B. 
Rules and regulations for the government of the recruiting service of the navy of the United States. 


Recruiting establishments shall be made at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, and, in 
the event of a great demand for seamen, at Norfolk. 

At each of those places an officer of the rank of master commandant shall be stationed, assisted by 
a surgeon or surgeon’s mate, belonging to the station, to attend the rendezvous, and a licutenant and 
master’s mate, or midshipman, to take charge of the men on board a receiving ship, which shall be fur- 
nished with a guard of marines. The men, while on board the receiving ship, shall be employed under 
the direction of the commanding naval officer of the station in making plats, gaskets, and other useful 
public works which shall not make it necessary for them to be put on shore, and every attention must 
be paid to their cleanliness and comfort. 

The receiving ship shall be stationed some distance from the port, and made to answer the purposes 
of a guard vesse 1. 

The officer engaged in the recruiting service is enjoined— 

To use every exertion to procure as speedily as possible the number of men required; 

To enter none but sound, healthy men; 

To advance only such amount of pay as may be authorized from time to time; 

To take good security in all cases of advance, except as hereinafter excepted; 

To take receipts in duplic ate for every payment made by him; 

To obtain recruiting money from the purser or agent, as the case may be, under the authority of the 
captain or commanding officer; 

To account weekly for the expenditure of all recruiting money to the purser or agent from whom it 
may have been received; and 

To make weekly to this Department a report agreeably to form No. 1. 

When a ship shall be in a port where a rendezvous may be opened, and there being no reeruiting 
establishment at such place, the captain of such ship may select a suitable recruiting officer; but if the 
captain shall select for such service an improper officer, or neglect to cause such recruiting officer to 
account weekly, and any evil should, in either case, arise, the captain shall be held responsible. 

When necessary to open rendezvous for a ship at any place other than that where she may be lying, 
the captain shall not be permitted to do so without the consent of this Department. His duty, in such case, 
is to apprise the Department of the necessity of opening such rendezvous, and, should he think proper, 
recommend the officer to be employed; and the Pepartment, judging it expedient, will issue the necessary 
orders. Should the officer ordered on such service be sent to any place where there may not be a regular 
recruiting establishment, he shall make his requisitions on the commanding officer of the station, who will 
cause the necessary supplies to be furnished, and a weekly account of expenditures to be rendered; and 
when such rendezvous shall be closed, the vouchers shall be delivered to the purser of the ship to which 
the men shall belong; and his receipt and certificate that the vouchers are correct according to form No. 
2 shall be transmitted, forthwith, by the recruiting officer to the accountant of the navy, to enable him 
to credit the amount of the advances, together with the allowance for recruiting in the oflicer’s recruiting 
account on the books of his office. 

The recruiting officer shall be allowed, in addition to his pay and rations, in lieu of all charges and 
expenses, the sum of four dollars for each man recruited and mustered on board the rece iving ship, the 
transport, or the ship. to which he may belong, but he shall never be allowed credit for sums bisat by deser- 
tion before the delivery of the men on ship board. He is to take good security, and hold such security 
accountable, until the men shall be mustered on board the receiving ship, the transport, or the ship to 
which they may belong. 

Should men desert from the receiving ship, or the transport, the officer having charge of them shall 
make oath as to the circumstances of their desertion, agreeably to form No. 3, which oath shall be for- 
warded to this Department, and an order issued, before the recruiting officer shall receive credit on the 
purser’s books for the amount advanced; and if the officer having charge of such men, on board such 
receiving ship or transport, should not be able to prove, to the satisfaction of the commanding: officer, 
whose certificate, agreeably to form No. 4, must be transmitted to this Department, that all due care and 
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precaution were taken by him to prevent such desertion, he shall be held accountable for the amount of 
money advanced to such deserters. 

When men are first entered on board the ship to which they belong, the certificate of the command- 
ing officer must be taken, agreeably to form No. 5, stating their number, grade, and condition; and if it 
shall on examination appear that any of them are infirm or unfit for the service, a survey shall be held 
on them by the surgeon and principal officers of the ship, and if reported by them as unfit for service, 
agreeably to form No. 6, they shall be sent on shore, and the recruiting officer shall lose the amount 
advanced to them, unless he shall produce the certificate of the surgeon or surgeon’s mate attending the 
rendezvous, that such person or persons, so declared unfit for service, were at the time they were entered, 
sound and healthy; in which case such surgeon, or surgeon’s mate, shall be held accountable. 

The surgeon or surgeon’s mate, appointed to attend the rendezvous, to examine persons offering to 


‘enter, is to reject those that may be decrepid, lame, blind, deaf, dumb, feeble, sickly, or diseased; and 


to give to the recruiting officer his certificate, agreeably to form No. 7, of such as may be sound and 
healthy. 

The recruiting officer, at a regular station, shall be allowed one officer from each of the ships for 
which he may be recruiting; and such assistant oflicer, upon the certificate of the recruiting officer, shall 
be allowed one dollar and fifty cents per day for the time he may be employed at the recruiting station, 
and no longer. Such certificate must be countersigned by the commanding officer of the station, and 
upon such certificate, so countersigned, the purser of the ship, to which such assistant officer may 
belong, shall pay him accordingly, keeping the certificate and officer’s receipt as his vouchers in the 
settlement of his account with this Department. 

When men are to be transported from distant places, the recruiting officer must apply to the com- 
manding officer of the station for the means, and, if necessary, for officers to take charge of them; and 
if the commanding officer should not have a public vessel at his disposal, it shall be his duty to direct 
the agent of the station to furnish private conveyance; the expense to be paid by the agent, and charged 
under the proper head of appropriation. 

In no case shall a recruiting officer have more than one thousand dollars advanced him at any one 
time. When the advance received shall be accounted for, he may, on his requisition, countersigned by 
the commanding officer of the station, obtain a further supply from the agent of the station, if an officer 
of the rank of master commandant and employed at a regular recruiting establishment; and from the 
purser of the ship or station, if the recruiting officer be of an inferior grade. 

While men are on board the receiving ship, they shall receive no supplies of clothing or other arti- 
cles, from the purser of the station, but on the requisition of the recruiting officer, countersigned by the 
commanding officer of the station; nor shall such purser receive a credit for the same from the purser of 
the ship to which the men may belong, until the requisition, so eountersigned, the men’s receipt for the 
articles, and the account therefor, approved by the recruiting officer and the commanding officer of the 
station, shall be delivered to such ship’s purser. 

That seamen may be rescued, as far as is practicable, from the fangs of rapacious, unprincipled 
persons who, frequently taking advantage of their habits and unsuspicious character, swindle them of 
the whole amount advanced to them by the recruiting officer, and to the great prejudice of the seamen and 
the service generally, leave them in a naked and destitute condition at the time of their appearance on 
board, the recruiting officer is expressly enjoined not to deliver the advance to any other than the men 
enlisted, to use his utmost influence to induce all persons enlisting to repair on board the receiving ship, 
with their clothing, in which case he shall be authorized to make the customary advance, without taking 
security; and he is to pay particular attention to collecting and sending on board all clothing and other 
effects of seamen and others, entered for the service, and to take every means in his power to render the 
service as pleasing as possible. 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 

Navy Department, May 16, 1815. 





Form No. 1. 


Return of money received by ———, for the recruiting service at ————, and expended during the week 
ending this day of ———, 18—. 








| 
Amount received at | Amount received this 
When received. From whom received. each payment. | week. 


| 





| | 


| Dollars. | Cents. 


} 


| Dollars. | Cents. 
| 





RECEIVED. 





Whole amount received. 
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Form No. 1—Continued. 
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Paid to. Amount paid Whole amount 
to each. paid this week, 
Shipped for. | TIow dis- 
posed of. 
| Name. | Rate. Dollars. | Cents. | Dollars. | Cents. 
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Whole amount PEN 6 Gs CRSEVACAE ROOTES + cKO DETER MRO OOS 

In my hands ....cccccccccsccccccscccvcssccevcssccevces 

Recruiting Officer at 
Form No, 2. 

These are to certify, that ———, recruiting officer for the ————y has recruited petty officers, 
—_ able seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys; that the said recruits, whose names are here- 
unto attached, are now - —; that the advances of money, and other articles made to the said recruits 
by the said ———, amount to ——dollars and cents; for which the accounts and vouchers have 
been delivered to me to be charged to the men respectively, and to be accounted for by me. 

Given this day of , 18 —. 

——, Purser of ’ 





Foru No. 3. 


These are to certify, that ———, shipped by ———, recruiting officer at —, did on the day 
of ——, 18 —, desert from the —; and that all the circumstances of his desertion, as I am at this 
; that the said is, as I have been informed, by birth , aged 


time informed, are : 
years, or thereabouts, has hair, eyes, dark complexion, and is, in height, about feet, 


inches. 
Given this 






































day of ——, 18 —. 
——., Commanding Officer of ———. 





, in the year 18 —, before 








Sworn to this day of 





Form No. 4. 
These are to certify, that I have examined and inquired into the circumstances of the desertion of 
—_— ., from ———, entered by ———, at the rendezvous at , for ; and the result has 
entirely satisfied my mind, that all due care and precaution was taken by ——, to prevent such desertion. 





day of ——, 18 —. 





Given this 
——., Commanding Officer at ———. 





Fors No. 5. 








able seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys, 
, were, this day, entered on board the ———, and that 





These are to certify, that —— petty officers, 
recruited at the rendezvous at , by 
their general appearance ’ 

Given this day of ——, 18—. 








——., Commanding Officer at ———. 





Fors No. 6. 


These are to certify, that we have examined —, recruited by , at , for the ; 
and find him infirm, and unfit for the service, having ———; and we do, therefore, declare it, as our 


opinion, that he should be turned on shore. 











, Surgeon, 
, Lieutenant, 
——, Lieut. or Master. 
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Foru No. 7. 














I hereby certify, that I have examined ———, who, this day, offered himself at the rendezvous at 
, to be entered as for , by ; and that the said is sound and healthy. 





Given under my hand, this day of ——, 18—. 


———, Surgeon of ———. 





(Circcar. } 


Serious inconveniences and loss having been sustained, by the enlistment of persons into the naval 
service, who are incompetent to the performance of their respective duties; it has become necessary that 
the following additional regulations be henceforward rigidly enforced: 

Ist. Recruiting officers are to use every exertion to procure, as expeditiously as possible, the number 
of men which may be required; but they are to enter none but sound, healthy men, and such as are 
qualified to perform the duties of the station for which they may be entered. They are to enter none but 
citizens of the United States, except by special orders from the Department. 

Every person offering to enlist shall be carefully examined by a surgeon or surgeon’s mate of the 
navy, or, if none such is attached to the station, by some competent physician, who shall certify to his 
being sound and healthy, before he shall be enlisted, or entitled to receive any advance of pay, or gratuity 
of any kind whatever, and the certificate signed by the surgeon, surgeon’s mate, or physician as aforesaid, 
shall be countersigned by the recruiting officer, and forwarded with the person enlisted to the commander 
of the vessel to which he may be sent. 

When practicable, some vessel will be designated to receive men entered for the navy, and stationed 
at or near the recruiting rendezvous, and the commander of said vessel shall take charge of and receipt 
for such men as may be sent him by the recruiting officer, which receipt shall exonerate thereafter the 
recruiting officer from any liability on account of the desertion of those persons mentioned in it. Within 
six days after the delivery by the recruiting officer of any men on board the receiving vessel, or, where 
none is provided, on board the vessel to which they may be assigned, it shall be the duty of the senior 
officer in command upon the station, upon the application of the recruiting officer or commander of the 
receiving vessel, to direct two medical and three commissioned sea officers, if there shall be so many upon 
the station, to examine carefully such recruits, as to their health, qualifications, and national character, 
and all such as they, or a majority of them, shall pronounce to be unfit for service, or enlisted contrary to 
the directions of the Department, shall forthwith be reported by them to the said senior officer in command 
upon the station, who shall forward one copy of the report of survey to the Secretary of the Navy, one to 
the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, and one to the officer by whom the men may have been entered. If 
persons appointed by the commander of a station, as provided in the preceding section, shall be of opinion 
that the recruiting officer, surgeon, or surgeon’s mate, whose duty it was to have examined the men at 
the time of their enlistment, might, with proper attention, have ascertained the unfitness for service, or 
other disqualification, of any person whom they may have found cause to reject, they shall in their certi- 
ficate particularly state such opinion, and the person whom they may believe to have been guilty of the 
neglect, that any loss which shall be sustained by the improper enlistment may be charged to the person 
through whose neglect it was incurred. 

No recruiting officer shall receive credit for any moneys advanced, unless he produce the receipt of 
the person to whom it was paid, the certificate of the purser of the vessel to which they may be sent, 
that their accounts have been received and charged, and the certificate of the officers of the survey ordered 
by the senior officers in command, as directed by these instructions, stating that no loss had been incurred 
through his neglect or misconduct in the enlistment of improper persons. 





C. 
Extract of a letter to Capt. Isaac Hull, dated — 


Drcemper 24, 1823. 


Our national vessels ought not, and must not, be used for purposes of commercial adventure. You 
may receive on board specie and the articles permitted by the “act for the better government of the navy,” 
belonging exclusively to our own citizens, and carry them from one port or place to another, when it does 
not, in any degree, interfere with your other duties, or violate the laws of the country where you are. 
You may also bring to the United States specie belonging to our own citizens, but you are in no case to 
permit anything in the shape or character of public advertisements to be used, for the purpose of giving 
information that you will carry them. So many complaints have been publicly made on this subject, that 
you will carefully abstain from everything which can give rise to unfriendly comments; and that the 
government may know the extent to which the commercial interests of our citizens are benefited by the 
assistance afforded by our pubiic vessels on this point, and be prepared to answer any complaints on the 
subject which may be made by individuals or governments, you will, from time to time, make reports to 
this Department of all the specie and other articles you may carry, the places to and from which you 
carry them, and the circumstances, terms, and conditions, under which you do it. ee 


VoL. i———7 K 
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dD. 


Exhibit, showing the number of naval courts-martial ordered by the Secretary of the Navy to assemble between 
the 2dth of May, 1821, and 25th of May, 1824; the places at which such courts were held; the names of 


the officers composing the courts; and the stations from which each were detailed to attend, 


Convention of the courts. | 


Names of the officers composing the courts. Where each officer was 


ordered from. 

















When— Where— 
June 7, 1821.----- Gosport, Va., ..+++-| Captain Jesse D. Elliott, president ...-..+++- seecee eeveee! Norfolk, Virginia. 
Master commandant Robert Henley, member...--+ Rema erie do 
do do Jesse Wilkinson, member.....+++-eee- | do 
do do Thomas Brown, member......++.seeee| do 
Lieutenant Wm. II. Watson, member ...++.-++++ 0. saieaneet do 
do Wm. H. Cocke, member.... cee seerce ce e pias do 
Albert Allmand, judge advocate ...-++.eeeee | do 
June 16, 1821...... New York.....-++++! Captain Joseph Bainbridge, president. ...+.+. seeeeeeeeeee) New York. 
| do Samuel Angus, member..ee.ceececeeecceee Seabees | do 
Master commandant J. B. Nicholson, member. ..ceesee cece do 
do do G. W. Rodgers, member.......++++0+6| do 
do do B. V. Hoffman, member........ sownsel do 
Lieutenant Daniel Turner, member. ..-+seeeeeee cece veces! do 
do J. D. Sloat, member... e+ sececssesceecceveves do 
James A. Hamilton, judge advocate....++cseecccccceevees | do 
July 11, 1821..---- Boston.....++.+.+..| Captain John Shaw, president....++--ssecceeceeecsesseeee, Boston. 
do Thomas Macdonough, membereseeseeesseeee vevece | do 
Master commandant John Porter, member ...-.eee eocecees do 
do do W. B. Shubrick, member. .....-++eee- | do 
Lieutenant James Armstrong, member...+ceeecseeccee cee do 
Wim. C. Alwyn, judge advocate ..serececcececeecceecsceee, do 
August 17, 1821... Charlestown, Mass..| Captain John Shaw, president...+.seee+eseeeeeececeeeveee Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
| | Master commandant J. II. Elton, member ...-.ccccsscece 3 do 
| do do W. B. Shubrick, member... ..++ .seeee! do 
| Lieutenant Nelson Webster, member ....+e+ see's seecee cece! do 
do James Armstrong, member ...+.+ere+ cece sevses| do 
do T. W. Wyman, member ...e.seesseeccesccccee| do 
| do W. M. Caldwell, is ssedcnawciawensexendl do : 
| Wm. C. Alwyn, judge advocate eb mskeieanbaeel do 
August 24, 1821...) New York........+-| Captain Charles Stewart, president ....ssseessseeseeceeees New York. 
| do Samuel Evans, member... .o...cccce secsccceccoce: do 
do Samuel Angus, member.-.-eseeeeeeecsecceececees| do 
do Edward Trenchard, member .......-ccccesceccece| do 
| ; Master commandant G. W. Rodgers, member........ e008 do 
do do George C. Reid, member....+0.+++ e006! do 
| do do J. B. Nicholson, member ......eee00 °| do 
| JohnS. Sickles, judge advocate..... (uitiemebaseeeekeeneet do 
August 13, 1821 .. Gosport, Va....... I Captain L. Warrington, president..++.seecccecccecccccces Gosport, Virginia. 
do W.M. Crane, member ..... Seb Seeawebees sens st do 
| do J.D. Elliott, member......-. Kcaktanecunenwebess] do 
| Master commandant Robert Henley, member ..-++..++e+e- do 
| do do E. P. Kennedy, member ...++++.-eeee do 
do do J. Wilkinson, member ....-.eeecceeee| do 
| Lieutenant W. IH. Watson, member ....++eseeceeees soveee! do 
| do Wy 5 aL Ablen NGIRUES 6 os660 sense cseneeeeeent do 
L. W. Tazewell, judge advocate...ccccccccccccccccesceses do 
November 12, 1821.. New York..........| Captain Joseph Bainbridge, president ...+. sseeeeeeeessee, New York. 
| do Samuel Angus, member ...++++essecececees tenes do 
| do Edward Trenchard, member.....seessseccee coves! do 
| Master commandant J. B. Nicholson, member...........+.) do 
| | do do B. V. Hoffman, member.....e.eeeeeee do 
| Licutenant Benjamin Cooper, member «++++++eeseeceeeeeee, do 
| do MSP ING ARE MIDE ss cone ane%iceseswossseees ee! do 
James A. Hamilton, judge advocate .....sssecccccceecccece| do 
December 5, 1821.. New Orleans.......| Lieutenant Lawrence Kearney, president ...+++++.e+++++++, New Orleans. 
| do Robert Spedden, member. «+++ eeeeseceee iis do 
| do Charles E. Crowley, member ..+-+eeeessecoeeee| do 
Persifer F. Smith, judge MR iikst cinenicnnne sone do 
January 16, 1821..' Gosport, Va....... .| Captain Wm. M. Crane, president......+ececcccceccccece a Gosport, Virginia. 
| | Master commandant S. Wilkinson, member. ...+e+eesesees do 
| | Lieutenant W. H. Watson, member ..eeseeeereeesceccecee| do 
| do W. Il. Cocke, M/s sas cebbienesetabessl do 
| do Samuel Henley, member..... OT ee, do 
do Joseph Cassin, member... .eceee cece secccseeccce| do 
H | do Robert M. Rose, member ..-eesceesvevcces veee! do 
| | do Beverly Kennon, member ......-.+eceesseeccee| do 


Albert Allmand, judge advocate ....esceecceecvcceces aoe do 








ORs 


1825.] 


Convention of the courts. 








January 22, 1822.. 


March 1, 1822..... 


March 2, 1822..... 


June 18, 1822..... 


July 31, 1822...... 


December 7, 1822.. 


February 10, 1823. 


April 14, 1823..... 


May 24, 1823 ..... 


May 31, 1823...... 


August 4, 1823.... 


August 7, 1823.... 


Where— 


| 


aE eee ee See eo | 


| 





Norfolk, Va.eoesees 


BOstonsss00secices ae 


New York.....0eees 


y 


Philadelphia ......- 


New York..eeee sees 





Norfolk, Va.eceeees) 


| James A. Hamilton, judge advocate..sseessceeesseeee ees 


Philadelphia ....---/! 


OREO 6.64655. tivc::0'00] 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
! 
| 


| 





Norfolk, Va.+.+ee+e! 


| 
| 
| 


New York..seee cece! 





Gosport, Va-....ee.) 
| Master commandant W. B. Finch, member ......eeeeeeee- 


D.—LErhitit—Continued. 


Names of the officers composing the courts. 


do Samuel Angus, member....eeeeee cscs ceeeeeeeecee! 
do D. Trenchard, member ....2+s..020cccceeccceccee| 
Master commandant George W. Rodgers, member 
do do 
do do 


Lieutenant P. F. Voorhees, member..++++ seeeeceess 


J.B. Nicholson, member. ...+e+eeeees 
B. V. Hoffman, member.......+.e0-6> | 


eoesee 





Master commandant C. C. B. Thompson, president ........ 








do do Charles W. Morgan, member ..-+-....! 
Licutenant John Gwinn, member. ..eeceseccsecceesceecces | 
do Benjamin Page, jr., member .....eseee sees cons! 
do John M. Dale, member ...e+ee cececceececececs 


George M. Dallas, judge advocate..seseseceseeceeeceseces 
Captain Thomas Tingey, president... ..++++cceeee sseeeeaces 
do Charles Morris, member ...ee cece ccceeeccsevccess 
do Lewis Warrington, member ...+-+ eesceseseceeees 
do Thomas Macdonough, member..-+sseecseeceeeeeee 


do Robert T. Spence, member ...-++..seee 
do John O. Creighton, member....-+...... 600 covcee 


do John Downes, member...-+.ceecccecceces cece cece 





Wm. C. Alwyn, judge advocate... cceccccecceccccccceces 
Captain Win. M. Crane, president.......-- 

do J.D. Elliott, member... 
Master commandant E. P. Kennedy, member.........-++ 


Seeeeeeesrecseres 


eee tooo eee eee eet oeeseeses 


| 
| 


do do J. Wilkinson, member ..-++eeeees sees] 
Lieutenant Wim. H. Cocke, member...eeeeecccecceeveeees 
do Robert M. Rose, member... cececceess seve cece 
do Severly Kennon, member ..eceees eoeeesececes 
do J.P. Zantzinger, member oe sesecessee ceeees 
do Thomas Crabb, member .....cccccccccccercoes 
do Andrew Fitzhugh, member...ecscccceecccceces 


Albert Allmand, judge advocate ....eccceccceccceseeeeees 
Captain John Rodgers, president ....eseeecccecceeecceeees 
do Isaac Chauncey, member .eceseeeceseees 
do Charles Morris, member ..-e+e+ sececcsccccces sees 





George Sullivan, judge advocate . scores seccee ccscesceeeee| 
Captain Wim. M. Crane, president sees seceeecceecees cece 
do Jesse D. Elliott, member ...e esse ccccee seccesecee 
Master commandant R. Henley, member and judge advocate. 
Captain Wm. Bainbridge, president .... sees ceeecceeeeee 
do Thomas Macdonough, member.......eceeeseeeeees 


do Wm. M. Crane, member .....cccerceceecccccccees 





Henry Wheaton, jurlge advocate . +... eeeeeeeeceeeeree eens! 
Captain J. D. Elliott, president .......66.. 
Master commandant Robert Henley, member.........eeees 








do do James Renshaw, member....+eeeecees 
do do Sidney Smith, member. ...+++ eeeeeeee| 
do do Jesse Wilkinson, member...-+.eeeeees 
Lieutenant Wm. L. Gordon, member .....eceeeeseseceeees 
do Joseph Smoot, member .seeecesecceecceesceces 


Walter F. Jones, judge advocate... cececccesceecssesceeee| 
Captain Arthur Sinclair, president os... eeseecseeesecreees 
do LL. Warrington, member .cesescceccceccccecescees 
do M. T. Woolsey, member. eoceceeececccccescescces 
do John O. Creighton, member ..-eee seeeee csceceeees 
do John Downes, member. .ccesececcecerecessccevces 
do J.D. Henley, member ...ecccecseecccecccccceers 
C. D. Colden, judge advocate.....+ eseeccccvcsecccecceees 
Captain J. D. Elliott, president...+..- 


Coereeesressecesees 


do do R. Henley, member...eeesecesecceees 


Albert Allmand, judge advocate ..ccecseecceecceeccececes 


Master commandant G. C. Read, president...+++.sseeeeee 
do do J.J. Nicholson, member ....+.+ eee. 
do do Wm. B. Finch, member ......0-..06. 

Lieutenant Edward R. McCall, member ....eeeecssecseees 
do John Gwint; MEMVERs <<<60 ssc 060 cece ceese 
do Charles Gauntt, member oo. secccccecccc cocces 


George M. Dallas, Judge advocate .ececsseceseceeeseeeees 
Master commandant G. W. Rodgers, president.........++. 
do do J.B. Nicho!son, member....+.seeeee- 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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Where each officer was 
ordered from. 


| New York.....+++++ Captain Joseph Bainbridge, president ...esseeeseeeeee ces °| New York. 
H { 


do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
Philadelphia. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Washington, D. C. 
Portsmouth, N. Hampshire. 
Gosport, Virginia. 
Middletown, Connecticut. 
Baltimore. 
Newport, Rhode Island. 
Boston. 
do 
Norfolk, Virginia. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Washington, D. C. 
do 
Portsmouth, N. Hampshire. 
Boston. 
Norfolk, Virginia. 
do 
do 
Boston. 
Middletown, Connecticut. 
Norfolk, Virginia. 
New York. 
Norfolk, Virginia. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Sackett’s Harbor, N. Y. 
Newport, Rhode Island. 
Boston. 
Havre de Grace, Maryland. 
New York. 
Norfolk, Virginia. 
do 
do 
do 
Philadelphia. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
New York. 
do 
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D.—Erhibit—Continued. 





























2 - - i 
Convention of the courts. | 
|e Eee ee = = Names of the officers composing the courts. Where each officer was 
| ordered from. 
When— Where— i 
—_— —_—_—— | -——--- j 
August 7, 1823...... New York...seeeee | Master commandant B. V. Hoffman, member.......++++++* New York. 
September 4, 1823... New York..-.+- awed Captain Samuel Angus, president. ...+esee.ceecececeseeves do 
do Edward Trenchard, member.... cess ccceeccevcee! do 
Master commandant G. W. Rodgers, member.....++ese++s| do 
do do H. E. Ballard member ....--+ eee sees! do 
| do do J. B. Nicholson, member. ......+0 cece! do 
| do do B. V. Hoffman, member...-....eseeee! do 
Licutenant J. H. Stevens, member ........cceeeceessoee-s| do 
James A. Hamilton, judge advocate ....ceeeeeeeceeecscces do 
November 4, 1823..' Philadelphia ......-| Captain C. G. Ridgely, president .-++..+.eeeeeeeeeeeeeees Philadelphia. 
Master commandant Thomas Brown, member... .oeeeeeee do 
do do Geo. C. Read, member ee ee ry, do 
George M. Dallas, judge advocate ....eeeeesecccees coves do 
November 13, 1823. New York......++++| Captain Joseph Bainbridge, president ........e+seeeeeee++) New York. 
do Saumel Angus, member ...ccccceseccccccccccccce do 
| do Edward Trenchard, member........ rer do 
| Master commandant G. W. Rodgers, member ....-++ sees do 
do do H. E. Ballard, member ........eee-ee) do 
| | do do J. B. Nicholson, member... ..++ sees! do 
| do do B. V. Hoffman, member........0+ eee do 
| | G. L. Thompson, judge advocate ...ce+e seccssccccesccces do 
December 30, 1823. Washington, D.C... | Captain R. T. Spence, president...+..seseceeeeeeceeeeeees, Baltimore. 
Master commandant A. S. Wadsworth, member.......++++ Washington, D. C. 
do do Alexander Claxton, member......++++| Baltimore. 
B. L. Lear, judge advocate... ...ecccccccccccccccesceccccs Washington. 
January 9, 1824..., Gosport, Va........, Captain W. Bainbridge, president ......+eeeeeeseeeeeeeeee, Boston. 
do Thomas Macdonough, member......seeeseeeeeeeee Middletown, Connecticut. 
| do Lewis Warrington, member ...++.++ss+eeeee++eee+ Gosport, Virginia. 
| do Charles G. Ridgely, member..........eeee¢.++e++| Baltimore. 
do John D. Henley, member...+++++++seseeeeeeeeees Havre de Grace, Maryland. 
do Jesse D. Elliott, member .....+se++++seeee+eeeee+ Norfolk, Virginia. 
| Master commandant W. B. Finch, member ........eeeeeee! do 
| | do do George C. Read, member............. Philadelphwt. 
| | Lieutenant J. Gallagher, member ...-.seeecseecseccceeees Norfolk. 
| Walter F. Jones, judge advocate. oceeccccvcceccccee sevves do 
E 
Hrap-Quarrers oF THE Marne Corps, Washington, December 24, 1824. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit to the Department the details of the courts-martial for the last ; 
three years, viz: the places where the courts were held, the names of the members of the court, and the 


stations from whence these members were ordered. 

I take oceasion here to observe that the expenses of almost the whole of the courts held on non- 
commissioned officers and privates have been paid, by the sentences of the courts, out of the pay of such 
of the prisoners as were convicted. During that period but six courts have been held for the trial of 
commissioned officers; consequently the expenses incurred by their convention are all that have been 
paid by the government during the above period of three years, for courts-martial in the marine corps. 

I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, Lieut. Colonel Commanding. 

The Hon. Saucer L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





one 





1825.] OPINION OF 


THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 53 





BK. 


The number of courts-martial in the United States marine corps, between the first of November, 1821, and the 
Jirst of November, 1824; the stations where held; the time of convention; the officers who composed them, 
and where ordered from, as follows: Whole number sixty-five, of which six were for the trial of commis- 


sioned officers. 





g | 

- EE 
g | | 
| When— | 


| | 
1 | November 2, 1821. Al 
| 
2 | Novemoer 26, 1821. 


3 | November 26, 1824. 


4 | December 11, 1821.; 





5* | December 17, 1821.| 


6 | January 4, 1822... 


7 | January 30, 1822.. 


8 | February 9, 1822.. 


9 | March 14, 1822.... 


10 | April 25, 1822...... 








Where— 


Head-quarters ..... 


Charlestown, Mass.. 


Head-quarters ..... 


Head-quarters ..... 


Philadelphia ......- 


Head-quarters .. .. 


Head-quarters ...++ 


Philadelphia. .+-.. 


Head-quarters ..... 


Head-quarters ..... 


| 





Names of the officers composing the courts. 


First Lieutenant James Edelin, president .....++ e+++e- 


do Parke J. Howle, member .....- acne 
| Lieutenant George W. Walker, member .........+++: 
do George D. Brewerton, member .......0++++ | 


| do Wm, A. Bloodgood, member.....- Jeena) 
| Doctor Charles B. Hamilton, judge advocate ....+...+. 
Captain R. D. Wainwright, president ...-.seeeeeecees 





| Lieutenant Richard D. Green, member ....+..e0eeee0+ 
| do Thomas J. English, member ...-++ esses 
do Ward Marston, member .... cece ceeses cece 

do George Cooper, Member eoeeseeececeee ee ee 

J. H. Heileman, judge advocate ..c.eseeees seevee sees 

| Captain Alfred Grayson, president....ceeeeeeee: caneee 
Lieutenant Parke G. Howle, member. ...-++.eeeeseees 
do Henry W. Gardner, member ...+..eeeeeee 

do zeorge D. Brewerton, member ..+-seeecees 

do Wm. A. Bloodgood, member .......e+2ee0 

do E. I. Weed, judge advocate .....eeseeeeee 
Lieutenant James Edelin, president ......eeeeeeeeeees 
do Elijah I. Weed, member...... seeeece coees 

do George W. Walker, member ..eeeeeeeeeee- 

do George D. Brewerton, member ...eeseeeees 

do Wm. A. Bloodgood, member ...-eeeeeeeeee 

| Doctor Charles B. Hamilton, judge advocate....+..... 
| Major R. Smith, president .....+eee+ seceseee Pe 
| Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate...+eceeseeeeseees 
| Captain Samuel E. Watson, member ..-eeeseeee veeeee 
| First Lieutenant Wm. H. Freeman, member .........- 
do Thomas A. Linton, member ....----+- 

do James Edelin member......eeeee-eee 

do Elijah I. Weed, member .... eseeeeee 

do Henry W. Gardner, member ...++ +. 
Second Lieutenant A. N. Brevoorte, supernumerary.... 
do James M*Cawley, jr., supernumerary} 


| Captain Alfred Grayson, president.... cssecsseceeseees 
Lieutenant James Edelin, member.....seccceeeceseces 
do H. W. Gardner, member ..-+++e.eeeseeeeee 
do James M. Clements, member ...0.-eee+ eee. 
do W. A. Bloodgood, member .....eeeeeseeees 
do Elijah I. Weed, judge advocate.....esseeee 
do Elijah I. Weed, president .....eeseeeee cee 








do Henry W. Gardner, member.......++e+ eee 

do George W. Walker, member. ....eeeseeees 

do George G. Brewerton, member..... eaesienee 

do W. A. Bloodgood, member. oo... -.eeee ceeeee 

| Doctor Charles B. Hamilton, judge advocate.......++. 

| Major John M. Gamble, president.....seesseesesecees 

| Lieutenant Charles R. Broom, member...eesesccescees 

do James M’Cawley, jr., member .......eeeeee 

do A. N. Brevoorte, member.....esesecesecees 

do Stephen M. Rogers, member. .....+ .seeseee 
Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate ...+.seeseeeees 

Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, president.....+.sseeees 

do James Edelin, member ....eceeeesseeasece 

do Henry W. Gardner, member .....eeeeeeees 

do George D. Brewerton, member .......ese0 

do Stephen Rogers, member ....eeseesseesecs 

Doctor Charles B. Hamilton, judge advocate ......++++ 

Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, president.......ssseees 

do James Edelin, member..... melsieie eicieeisiale 

do George W. Walker, member .....+se.. ee 

do Samuel I. Coejemans, member ......++.++- 

| do Wm. A. Bloodgood, member......-++eeeee 





| Doctor Charles B. Hamilton, judge advocate....-+seeees 


Where each officer was 
ordered from. 


On this station. 
do 
do 
do 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


New York. 


Portsmouth, N. H. 
Head-quarters. 
New York. 
Head-quarters. 

do 

do 
On this station. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


* This court was ordered for the trial of a commissioned officer, and such other prisoners as might be brought before it. 





t 








Numbers. | 


' 


_ 
a 


13 


14 


15 


16 


18* 


19 


20 


21 





Convention of the courts. 





When— Where— 


May 1, 1822....... Philadelphia...... | 


| May 2, 1822......., New York ....00e.. 


| May 16, 1822......| Head-quarters ..... 


May 29, 1822....-. Philadelphia .. ... 


June 5, 1822...--. Head-quarters ..... 


June 29, 1822..... New York ......... 


| J. W. Patterson, Esq., judge advocate... .ccesceecces 


August 12, 1822... Head-quarters .... «| 


| Lieutenant George D. Brewerton, member .-+eeeee sere, 


NAVAL AFFAIRS. 


Continued. 


FE. 





Names of the officers composing the courts. 





Major John M. Gamble, president.... ese eeeecseecees | 


do James M Cawley, jr., member .eeeseceeeee) 
do A.N. Brevoorte, member. ..seseeeceeeeees) 
do Stephen Rogers, member... eee cceeeeee| 

5 | 


Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate .. sees seeeeeeeeeee | 
Major Richard Smith, president..s++esseeseeeeeeeseee) 
Captain Alfred Grayson, member. .eeeecessceecceesece 


Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member ....eeee cece cece cove) 


me | 

do A. A. Nicholson, member. ..ecccceccescces!| 
| 

do Benj. Macomber, member ..-eeeeeeeeeeees| 
' 


James A. Hamilton, Esq., judge advocate .....eee sees! 
Major Samuel Miller, president ..+eccesscccecccs eves! 


Lieutenant James Edelin, member......ceccescccesces | 


do Henry W. Gardner, member ..++ sees eeeeee| 

do George W. Walker, member .ooeeeeeee even! 
. { 

do Samuel I. Coejemans, member ...-++ sseees 


Doetor Charles B. Hamilton, judge advocate ......eee- 


| Major J. M. Gamble, president ..cceccecssesccecccees| 


Lieutenant George D. Brewerton, member ......eeeeee 


do James M*Cawley, jr., member o..+eeee eres, 
do A. N. Brevoorte, member. ...+ cece ceccee| 
do Stephen M. Rogers, member .---eeeeee seve! 


Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate .....ccecccecccees| 


Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, president...e.seeeeeees 


do Elijah I. Weed, member... ...+.ccccceercce 

do H. W.. Gardner, memiber. oisc0006 000000 0000| 
do Samuel J. Cocjemans, member........ eee! 
do Alvin Udson, Member. ..0.00000000 00800880] 


Doctor C. B. Hamilton, judge advocate ....0 cece ccoees 


Major Richard Smith, president .... ese sccecccecsce 


Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member........secosseecces 


do Augustus A. Nicholson, member .......++¢! 
! 

do Benjamin Macomber, member. ....eseeeees 

do Richard Douglass, member ......e eee eee 


Captain Alfred Grayson, president.......esccccccecces 
Lieutenant James Edelin, member..... see cess ceeees 


do O.Mas WAlltAMs, BUCMBED 6. 6:000000\ssee0%0| 
do Alvin Hdson, member a 0.0 00005000 0s0000% | 
do Horatio N. Crabb, member... ...0..c0cc000e| 

| 


| Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, judge advocate........+ 


| 
August 20, 1822...| Erie, Pennsylvania . 


3revet Major Samuel Miller, president...... seccesees 


| Captain Samuel E. Watson, member .......eeee sseeee 


| Lieutenant Charles R. Broom, member ......se0eeeeee| 
do Elijah J. Weed, member ......ceeccccsece 
do Wm. W. Dulany, member .....cceccveceee| 
do Charles C. Tupper, supernumerary........- 


| October 7, 1822.... Philadelphia ....... 


| 
| 
| 
| 


{ 
October 7, 1822....; New York....eeees 


November 7, 1822..| Charlestown, Mass.. 


Jozeph C. Hall, judge advocate... ...ccccccccccccesces! 
Major John M. Gamble, president...+++sseecscecceves| 
Lieutenant George D. Brewerton, member .......eee0 


do James M’*Cawley, jr., member .......000 | 
do Abraham M. Brevoorte, member ..... .+-./| 
do Stephen M. Rogers, member.......eeseeee| 


Richard Rush, Esq., judge advocate......sseecccccees | 
Major Richard Smith, president... ...cccecceesccccvee! 


Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member ...esececceeesr cocces 


| 
| 
} 
| 


do Ward Marston, member .......cesccsecees 
do Benj. Macomber, member ...+eseeeeeeeees| 
do Richard Douglass, member ....++eceeecees| 


John W. Patterson, Esq., judge advocate...eeceeeseee 


Captain R. D. Wainwright, president ..+..eeeceee sees! 


| Lieutenant Thomas 8. English, member... see esse cove! 


John A. Kearney, acting judge advocate....seseeeveee 


\ November 26, 1822. Ilead-quarters ..... 


) 


! 


This court was ordered for the trial of a 


do George Cooper, member...eceseseccescces| 
| 

do Charles F. Spering, member .. 2.65 see sees! 
. . | 

do Alvin Edson, member ..00cscsccscccccsecs| 





Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, president.....+ eseecees | 
do Wm. W. Dulany, member ....0+ seecee eee -| 


| 
| 
{ 


[No. 266. 


Where each officer was 
ordered from. 


On this station. 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


| Head-quarters. 


On this station. 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Head -quarters. 
Portsmouth, N. H. 
Baltimore. 
Navy yard, D.C. 
Head -quarters. 
On this station. 
Head-quarters. 
On this station. 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
Portsmouth, N. H. 
On this station. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


commissioned officer, and such other prisoners as might be brought before it. 
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E.—Continued. 
- —_ a * = = = = ~ iz tie oe ; ili eet 
s Convention of the courts. | 
a | Where each officer was 
= —_—_=O a an af Names of the officers composing the courts. | ordered from. 
7, When— Where | 
22 | November 26, 1822 | Head-quarters ....., Lieutenant Geo. W. Walker, member ...- see eeeeeee .| On this station. 
| | do J. G. Williams, member... sceeseeevesees do 
do H. N. Crabb, member....seesereeeececece! do 
| | Joseph C. Hall, judge advocate ....++..++ Kanaan do 
23 | December 7, 1822... Head-quarters .... *, Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, president...+.++eeeeees do 
| | do Wm. W. Dulany, member.....--... eeeeeee | do 
| do Geo. W. Walker, member ......eeee spate | do 
| do II. N. Crabb, member.....eee.seeeeee eee do 
| | do John Lowry, member........ Si feeeeeescece | do 
| | Joseph C. Hall, judge advocate... .seeee aes - do 
924 | December 23, 1822. New York ........-) Major Richard Smith, president......eseesesecceecees | do 
| Lieutenant Augustus C. Nicholson, member ....... +++! do 
| do Benjamin Macomber, member. ...++++++++:| do 
| | do Stephen M. Rogers, member ..... pinnae do 
| do Marcellus M. Little, member ....-... mowwall do 
| | Henry W. Ducachet, judge advocate .sssesscesseecees | 
25 | January 14, 1823..., Head-quarters ..... | Lieutenant Charles R. Brown, president .....eeeeeeees | do 
| do Thomas A. Linton, member..... naaatae éceal do 
do James Edelin, member... ceeesececees oeee do 
do Parke G. Howle, member.......... aaonans do 
do Henry W. Gardner, member ......... cecee do 
do Job G. Williams, member ....eeeecseeceee do 
do Joseph C. Hall, judge advocate....... eccee do 
do James M’Cawley ..-eeeseceseeeeeeeseeees| Was on his return to his 
station, at Philadelphia : 
having delivered a de- 
tachment of men at Nor- 
| folk. 
26 | February 20, 1823 . Philadelphia ....... Major John M. Gamble, president ...... sevccececceces| Orthis station. 
| Lieutenant George D. Brewerton, member ...+.++++e+- do 
| do Augustus A. Nicholson, member. ...+.+e++ do 
| do James M’Cawley, member ..eoseeeesceeees do 
a do John Lowry, member. ...ceeeceecceecceecs do 
| | Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate .scseeeseevececees 
27 April 2, 1823....+., Charlestown, Mass.. | Captain R. D. Wainwright, president. ......seeeeeeees | do 
| | Lieutenant Thomas S. English, member. ...+..++seeeee | Portsmouth, N. II, 
| do George Cooper, member...... s+eeeeseeees| On this station. 
| do Charles F. Spering, member..eessseeee cess do 
| | do Alvin Edson, member . ..scsssscccccecees do 
| John A. Kearney, Esq., judge advocate. ...eeeseceeees 
28 | March 24, 1823..... New York.........., Major Richard Smith, president...+++.sseeseeeeeeeees do 
| ! Licutenant Levi Twiggs, member. ..+ecesesececececcee do 
| | do George D. Brewerton, member ............| Philadelphia. 
| do Benjamin Macomber, member........+-++++| On this station. 
| | do —- Marcellus M. Little, member....s+0+.e00+4 do 
| | Samuel L. Gouverneur, Esq., judge advocate .... see 
29 | March 21, 1823....| Head-quarters...... Lieutenant Charles R. Broom, president ..++.+eeeeeees do 
| | do Thomas A. Linton, member. ......2+++ sees do 
| | do Parke G. Howle, member........ ei bie slereaie do 
do Henry W. Gardner, member ...+eeeeseeees do 
| do Job G. Williams, member. ..eesecececesces do 
| do Joseph C. Hall, judge advocate...+sseeeeee! 
30 | April 23, 1823.....) New York......++++| Major Richard Smith, president...--+ Foot teee econ eee! do 
| | Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member. ....seeeee eeeeeeeees do 
| do Benjamin Macomber, member. .....+++ +++ | do 
| do Marcellus M. Little, member......+++- sees! do 
| do Joseph L. C. Hardy, member.......- seca do 
| Samuel L. Gouverneur, Esq., judge advocate...+...... 
31 | May 27, 1823...... Charlestown, Mass.. Brevet Major R. D. Wainwright, president ...+....+++. do 
| | Lieutenant C. C. Floyd, member ....+....-.- eo cccccees do 
| do George Cooper, member...eecsseeeesseveee do 
| | do Charles F. Spering, member. ...+s++essee do 
| | do Alvin Edson, member...cescccecsecssscves do 
| | Franklin Dexter, Esq., judge advocate....cecssseeeees 
32 | May 26, 1823......| Navy yard, D.C.... Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, president.......+++++++| Head-quarters. 
| | do James Edelin, member..... © cccccccecccces do 
| | do Wm. W. Dulany, member.......eeseeeeees do 
| do Job G. Williams, member. .....sseeeeeeees do 
| | do Henry B. Tyler, member...e.ceeeeeeceeees do 
| | do Joseph C. Hall, judge advocate... s+. nel do 
33 | June 11, 1823..... New York......+-- 7 Brevet Major R. Smith, president ..+-..seeeseseeveees | On this station. 
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36 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


43 


44 


| June 11, 1823....+. 


August 5, 1823.... 


| August 5, 1823.... 


| August 2, 1823.... 


| September 8, 1823. 


| September 3, 1823. 


| October 4, 1823.... 


Convention of the courts. 





When— Where— 





New York. .ceocccces 


NOW Works cesses cs 


New York...... 


August 20, 1823... Charlestown, Mass.. 


NAVAL 


AFFAIRS. 


[No. 266, 





E.— Continued. 


Names of the officers composing the courts. 


Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member .. 


do Benjamin Macomber, member ...+.seeeees 
do Marcellus M. Little, member....+- ceeeeeee 
do Joseph L. C. Hardy, member ...+.eee.eees 


Samuel L. Gouverneur, Esq., judge advocate...+++ ese. 
Brevet Major Richard Smith, president....-+seeseseces 
Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member .. 
do Benjamin Macomber, member....+..eeeeee 
do Marcellus M. Little, member.....- 
do George F. Lindsay, member. ..++.seeeeeeee 


CC eee eases eee eses 


re 





Samuel L. Gouverneur, judge advocate... sees ceeecees| 
| 


Brevet Major J. M. Gamble, president......+eceeeceee! 
Lieutenant George D. Brewerton, member .-++.seeeeee! 


do Augustus A. Nicholson, member...+...+++- 
do James M*Cawley, member.....-eseeeeeeee| 


do John Lowry, member.....eeseeees ccceeces 
Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate . 
Major R. D. Wainwright, president. ..++sececseecseees 
Lieutenant Thomas S. English, member, ...+++ sees cee 





do George Cooper, member. ..+e++ ceeecccevves| 
do Charles F. Spering, member. ..++++esseeee .! 

| 
do John Lowry, member. .......0cceeccceccce| 


| Wm. C. Alvin, Esq., judge advocate ...seeceeceesceee! 


Head-quarters.....- 


Now Norkeissccwees 


| Samuel L. Gouverneur, Esq., judge advocate ....++ e+e 


Head-quarters....-- 


| Henry M. Morfit, judge advocate. sore cseeceseccseuees 


Head-quarters.....- 


November 12, 1823. New York...e.seee: 


November 24, 1823. Charlestown, Mass.. 


December 15, 1823. Philadelphia .......! 


December 20, 1823. Gosport, Vu..+eeeee 





. . ° . | 
Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, president.....+++..0---| 


do Wm. W. Dulany, member ...+.seeeeeeeeee| 
do Samuel S. Coejemans, member ...+-eeeeee | 
do Job G. Williams, member...+ecceecccecees 
do Henry B. Tyler, member ..seeceeeceeeceee 








Dr. John A. Kearney, judge advocate ssessseceseecee 
Major Richard Smith, president ...+++ sees ccceececes 


Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member ...+sseeecesccsoecee!| 
| 
| 





do Benjamin Macomber, member......++0eee. 
do Marcellus M. Little, meinber....++ +e eeee 
do Joseph L. C. Hardy, member ....eseeeeeee 


Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, president... 


do Wm. W. Dulany, member.....eeceesseeeee 
do Samuel S. Coejemans, member ..++ 200+ soe} 
do Henry B. Tyler, member... .sseceeeseeecees 
do Job G. Williams, member. ..esseeeeeeseces 


Lieutenant Thomas A. Linton, president....eseeseeees 


do James Edelin, member ..ceseseceseecesees 
do Parke G. Howle, member. .-++ eecesscoeces 
do Win. W. Dulany, member .ooecssecceeeces 
do Wm. A. Randolph, member.ceeeeeeeceeeee 


Henry M. Morfit, Esq., judge advocate s+eesseseeeseees! 
Major Richard Smith, president..++++ssseccsecseeeees| 
Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member ...eeeeeceeseseeeees 








do Samuel S. Coejemans, member «+++ seeeeee | 
do Joseph L. C. Hardy, member..eeeseeesee. | 
do George F. Lindsay, member. ..++.+seeseees 





Samuel L. Gouverneur, Esq., judge advocate......+++ 
Major R. D. Wainwright, president ...-.sseeseeesceee| 
Captain Samuel E. Watson, member......e++eeeseeeee | 
Lieutenant Thomas S. English, member ...-.eeeeeeees 

do Charles F. Spering, member ...-eeeeeeeeee | 

do Alvin Edson, member ...eeeseceesseveceee| 
John A. Kearney, Esq., judge advocate seseseeeceece 
Major J. M. Gamble, president .....sseeeeeeeee seeseel 


Lieutenant Joseph C. Hall, member...++++s+eeeeeeeee, 
do James M‘Cawley, member....--eeeeroee 
do Job G. Williams, member. ...eeeeeccee cece! 
do Horatio N. Crabb, member..seseseccceuees 


Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate ...eeeeesseecseres 


© 


Captain Wm. Anderson, president...+.+seeseecseecees 





do Wm. H. Freeman, member....sesceccsecesees 
Lieutenant Benjamin Richardson, member ..++.+++ eee 
do George W. Walker, member. ...seeeeceeees 
do Richard Douglass, member.....ceeseeeecee, 
do Thomas B. Barton, supernumerary ...+.+.+- 


Where each officer was 
ordered from. 


On this station. 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
Portsmouth, N. Il. 
On this station. 

do 
Philadelphia. 


On this station. 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


‘do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
Portsmouth, N, H. 
do 
On this station. 
do 


do 
Head-quarters. 
On this station. 

do 

do 


do 
Head-quarters. 
On this station. 
Head -quarters. 
On this station. 
do 





SNES a ype: 








SRE abt 


1825. ] 


~ 
or 


47 


48* 


49 


50 


51 


54 


= = | 
~ | Numbers. 


Convention of the courts. 


When— 


December 20, 1823. 
December 30, 1823. 


January 2, 1824... 


January 7, 1824... 


February 6, 1824.. 


February 18, 1824. 


Mareh 22, 1824.... 


OPINION 


| 
| 
| 


April 12, 1824. 2.66, 


May 4, 1824.....-- 


June 17, 1824..... 


June 11, 1822..... 


OF 


Where— 


Gosport, Va...eeeee! 
Philadelphia .......! 


Charlestown, Mass..| 


INGWAY OEIGvise<isw coos 


New York.....ceccee 


do James M’Cawley, member .....- eines eeiae'ee On this station. 

do Job G. Williams, member. .......+.- Gale aete do 

do Horatio N. Crabb, member.......0eseeee. al do 

Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate ...-++..eee- eu ee 

Major R. D. Wainwright, president .......+.+. eo cceeee do 
Captain S. E. Watson, member ...+-+..eee eeecceeeee Portsmouth, N. H. 
Lieutenant Thomas S. English, member. .....s0+.eee0- do 

do Charles F. Spering, member......... «..-+., On this station. 

do Alvin Edson, member ........-eeeeee wane do 
Charles F. Waldo, judge advocate... .seecececeeeces 
Major Richard Smith, president..........00seeecceres do 
Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member....... Seievive ers se ecee do 

do Marcellus M. Little, member.......0..000+ do 

do Joseph L. C. Hardy, member........eeeeee do 

do George F. Lindsay, member .......+..00- do 
Samuel L. Gouverneur, Esq., judge advocate......+++- 
Major Richard Smith, president.....sceccceccceccsces do 

do John M. Gamble, member. .... 222+ cece cececes - Philadelphia. 
Lieutenant Wm. A. Bloodgood, member .-.......ee0+: On this station. 

do Joseph L. C. Hardy, member.... see. eeeees do 

do George F. Lindsay, member .......6.00005) do 


Head-quarters...... 


Head-quarters..... a 
| 
| 


Philadelphia .......! 


Charlestown, Mass.. 


Head-quarters.....- | 


Head-quarters...... 





July 16, 1822...... Philadelphia ......-! 


* This court was ordered for the trial of a commissioned officer, and such other prisoners as might be brought before it. 


VOL, II 


| 





THE 


NAY. 


THE 


SECRETARY OF 


E.—Continued. 





Where each officer was 


Names of the officers composing the courts. 


Walter F. Jones, Esq., judge advocate...-esseeeeeeces 
On this station. 
Head-quarters. 


Major J. M. Gamble, president .....eeeee eeeeeeeeeeee 
Lieutenant Joseph C. Hall, member.....eeeees 


William Van Hook, Esq., judge advocate.... 


Lieutenant Charles Broom, president . Navy yard, D.C. 


eee eee e ee Feeses 


do Joseph C. Hall, member ...+.-eeeeeeeee+-+ On this station. 
do Henry W. Gardner, member.........eeee0e do 
do Ilenry B. Tyler, member .......cecsccsece do 
do Wm. T. Bourne, member....... ivowsacecioe do 


Henry M. Morfit, judge advocate. ...ecececeseccseeeee 


Lieutenant C. R. Broom, president. +.++++.+++se+e+++* Navy yard, D.C. 


do Joseph C. Hall, member......-.e+eeeee+*-, On this station. 
do Henry W. Gardner, member. ...+.se0se+e+: do 
do Wm. A. Bloodgood, member ..-+..ee sees: do 
do Henry B. Tyler, member ...--eecseeceeees do 
Henry M. Morfit, judge advocate. ....seeecceeeccceees 
3revet Major J. M. Gamble, president...+..seeeeeeeee do 
Lieutenant Augustus A. Nicholson, member.......++ =e do 
do Richard Douglas, member. -....-eeeeeeeeee do 
do Job G. Williams, member. .....-2e eee eses do 
do Horatio N. Crabb, member.......eeeeeeees do 


Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate. .... ceeeseee seers 
Navy yard, D. C. 


Captain C. R. Broom, president...+..ce cece cee. ceeeee 
Lieutenant Joseph C. Hall, member...+..eeeeeeee vee - On this station. 
do Henry W. Gardner, member ....++eeeeeeee do 
do W. A. Bloodgood, member...+ seeeseeesees do 
do Henry B. Tyler, member ....+seeeeeeeeees do 
| Henry M. Morfit, judge advocate. seeeseeeceeecsereece! 
Major R. D. Wainwright, president ....seeeseeeeeeees do 
Captain William H. Freeman, member.....++eeeeeeees do 
Lieutenant R. T. Auchmuty, member «+e esse sees sees! do 
do Ward Marston, member.....seeeeseeeseees do 
do Alvin Edson, member ..-eeceecvcceccescces| do 


eeeereeeeeeseeee 


Charles F. Waldo, judge advocate.... 
Captain C. R. Broom, president....-- 
Lieutenant Parke G. Howle, member. ....-eseeeeeeees 


Navy yard, D.C. 
On this station. 


eoeee et eee eeseeee 


do Joseph C. Hall, member .... sees eceeeeeeee do 
do Henry W. Gardner, member ....+++00- e+e! do 
do Henry B. Tyler, member.....eeeeeeeeeoens do 


Henry M. Morfit. judge advocate. ...eeeeeceeeseseeeee! 
Brevet Major R. Smith, president .....sseesseccsecees 


New York. 


do J. M. Gamble, member.........ee+.+++-, On this station. 
Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member.......esee eeeeee eee do 

do Job G. Williams, member. ...+++ eee janes do 

do Horatio N. Crabb, member.....seecseceeee do 

do Marcellus M. Little, supernumerary ......- do 


Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate ...seeceeeceee secs 


8 kK 


ordered from. 
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59 


vd 


60 


61 


62 


63 


64 


Convention of the courts. 


When— 


July, 1S24 2.6066. 


August 9, 1824... 


July 34 


August 


August 


August 


August 


e 
), IS24...... 


4, 1824.... 


9) 1824... 


11, 1824... 


24, 1824... 


September 22, 1824 


October 4, 1824.... 


Where— 


Charlestown, Mass.. 


New York..cee: soe. 


Head-quarters.....- 


ITead-quarters...... 


Philadelphia .... 


Ilead-quarters.....- 


Head-quarters.....- 


Ifead-quarters...... 


NOW NOrK sc ssinucee 


NAVAL 


AFFAIRS. 


Kk.—Continued. 


Names of the officers composing the courts. 


Captain Samuel E. Watson, president ..ee eee eceeeces 


do Win. H. Freeman, member... 


Licutenant E. J. Weed, member. ..++++.-- eee eeeeeee 
do Thomas 8. English, member....+ eee ceeees 
do George W. Walker, member. seeeeeeeereees 
do Ward Marston, supernumerary coos ceeeeeee 


do 


9 judge advocate .seees eeeeee 


Major Richard Smith, president .+++ see. eeeeesene eeee 


Lieutenant Henry B. Tyler, member . 


ee eee ee 


do Joseph L. C. Hardy, member .eeeeceeecees 
do George F. Lindsay, member.seeceeeeeeeees 
do John G. Reynolds, member ..eee cece eeveee 
Samuel L. Gouverneur, Esq., judge advocate... oon 


Captain C. R. Broom, president.-++ s+... 


Lieutenant Joseph C. Hall, member..ce sees cseeccoees 


do Henry W. Gardner, member. sees ceeeceeees 
do Mareellus M. Little, member.....-.eeeeeee 
do Landon N. Carter, member... ... Sp aieee ee 


Ilenry M. Morfit, Esq., judge advocate. seeeeeeeeseee 


Captain C. R. Broom, president.... 
Lieutenant Joseph C. 
do Ilenry W. 
do Mareellus 


Hall, member... 


Gardner, member .... cece ccceee 


AM. Little, wember..<5% ss06ce080 


do Landon Ni. Carter, nemberss.< s600 6080 0%0% 


Henry M. Morfit, judge advocate. ..eeecee cece eceecoes 


Major J. 


Lieutenant Levi Twiggs, member... 


do OS a 


Gable, president...+++... 


Nicholson, member... 


id 


ee 


do Job G. Walliatis, meniber, <0... 0«s006 s000s0 


do Horatio N. Crabb, member... ..00 .ss0cecce0 


Samuel Rush, Esq., judge advocate .. 


Captain C. R. Broom, president.... 


eee ee ee 


eeeee ee 


Lieutenant Joseph C. Hall, member......eeecee ceeeee 


do Henry W. Gardner, member ...eecee cece 


do Marcellus M. Little, member.......-eeceees 


do Landon N. 
Henry M. Morfit, Esq., judge advocate 


Captain C.. R. Broom, president... 0.605 0000 cc0e 0000 


Carter, MCMC .25662060550008 


ee 


do Henry W. Gardner, member. .... eee. eeeeee| 
do Marcellus M. Little, member......... sooo! 
do Landon N. Carter, member....eees cece tees 


ITenry M. Morfit, judge advocate...... 
Captain C. R. Broom, president....... 


Lieutenant Parke G. 


Seer e esos seeee 


ee 


HOWIO; TREMUGL, o20% 5059450000004 


do Joseph C. Hall, member....-+c.scccees vee 
do Marcellus M. Little, member.......... Pree | 
do Henry W. Fowler, member...-++..seeee0e! 


Henry M. Morfit, judge advocate. .....0 cos secccccees 


Major Richard Smith, president.......0cccecssecceces 


Lieutenant George W. Walker, member. .....e00. sees 


do Charles C. Floyd, member .......0ssesce00 
do Joseph L. C. Hardy, member .......0..00. 
do George F. Lindsay, member. ...-++ cesesoes 


William Van Ilook, Esq., judge advocate ...eeeeeceeee 





[No. 266, 


Where each officer wag 
ordered from. 


Portsmouth, N. H. 
On this station. 


Ilead-quarters. 


Portsmouth, N. H. 


New York. 


On this station. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Navy yard, D. C. 
On this station. 


do 
do 
do 


Nayy yard, D.C, 
On this station. 


do 
do 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


Navy yard, D. C. 
On this station. 


do 
do 


do 


| Navy yard, D. C. 


Lieutenant Joseph C. Hall, member ....++eee+eeeeeee*! On this sinaiiiiens 


do 
do 
do 


| Navy yard, D.C. 
On this station. 


do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


Marine barracks, Washington city, by order of the President of the United States, for the trial of two marine officers. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE MARINE Corps, 


PARKE G. HOWLE, Adjutant and Inspector. 


Adjutant and Inspector’s Office, Washington, December 24, 1824. 


* The proceedings of the court are at the Navy Department. 
prisoners as might come before it. 


On the 3d of January, 1822, a general court-martial, composed of the officers of the marine corps and army, assembled at the 


It was ordered for the trial of a commissioned officer, and such other 
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SENTENCE OF THE COURT. 


No. 4. To pay all the expenses of his apprehension and trial; to repay all moneys advanced to him by the government on his enlist- 
ment in the army of the United States, and to be kept five months at hard labor with ball and chain. 

No. 12. To hard labor for six months, with ball and chain, in the marine barrack at head-quarters, and his payment of his portion 
of expenses in the trial. 

No. 18. To be reduced to the ranks as a private soldier; to be kept in the cells, in solitary confinement, upon bread and water, for 
the term of four months; after the expiration of which term, he is to serve eight months at hard labor, with a ball and chain attached to 
his leg, and to have half his monthly pay stopped during the twelve months in which he shall be undergoing this punishment; and, at 
the expiration of that time, to be drummed out of the service with a rope round his neck. 

No. 20. To pay the reward offered for his apprehension, and to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his desertion and trial; 
and to have his head shaved, and drummed out of garrison. 

No. 21. To be confined in the guard house, and do the garrison duty; to have his rations, of his pay stopped, and to pay the 


expenses of desertion and trial. 
No. 28. To six months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain attached to him; to forfeit all the pay that is and may be due him at the 


expiration of that period. 

No. 31. To wear the ball and chain, at hard labor, for two years; to forfeit his pay, for that period, with the exception of so much of 
it as will defray his proportion of the expenses of this court, and the expenses attending his desertion; and at the end of the above 
time, to have one-half of his head shaved, the opposite side of his face blacked, and to be drummed out of garrison, with a halter 
round his neck. 

No. 33. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain; and to forfeit the pay that is and may be due him during that period, 
and out of the above forfeiture, to pay his propertion of the expenses of his trial; but, in consideration of his having been so short a time 
in the service, the court recommend him to the commandant of the corps for a remission of four months of the above penishment. 
Remitted. 

No. 48. To hard labor, with a ball and chain, for four months, to be removed whenever the commanding officer of the post may deem 
it necessary to the good of the public service; to pay, out of any mouey that is now or may be hereafter due him, the said Thomas 
Britt, all the expenses attending his desertion and trial. 

No. 50. To be reduced to the ranks; to six months* ball and chain, and to pay all expenses incident to trial and desertion. 

No. 62. To six months’ hard labor with ball and chain, in the marine barracks at head-quarters, and to pay his portion of the 
expenses of this court. 

No. 63. To twelve months hard labor, with the ball and chain; to forfeit his pay, now due and to grow due in that period of time, 
to be appropriated to the reimbursement of the expenses of his apprehension and trial. 

No. 66. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 68. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain; to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his desertion and trial; but 
in consideration of his intention to return to barracks, as manifested to the court, the court respectfully recommend him to the com- 
mandant of the corps for a remission of three pionths of the hard labor with ball and chain. 

No. 81. To three months’ hard labor with ball and chain, and to pay his proportion of the expenses of his trial. 

No. 84. ‘'c be confined to the barracks, upon usual duty, for three months, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 86. To be returned to the post from whence he deserted, at Gosport, Virginia, and that he pay all the expenses attending his 
desertion, and the expenses of this court, and be confined to hard labor, with ball and chain, for twelve months. 

No. 87. To nine months’ ball and chain; to have his rations of whiskey stopped, and pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 94. To pay all the expenses of his apprehension and trial; to repay all the moneys advanced to him by the government on 
his enlistment in the army of the United States, and to be kept six months at hard labor, with ball and chain. 

No. 101. To hard labor, with ball and chain, during the remainder of his term of enlistment; to forfcit all the pay which is or may 
be due him during the above period; and that the expenses of his desertion and apprehension, and his proportion of the expenses of this 
court, be paid out of the above forfeiture; that, at the expiration of the above period, he be drummed out of the garrison. 

No. 105. To six months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain attached to his leg; to pay all the expenses attending his desertion and 
trial, the same to be deducted out of any pay that is now or may be hereafter due him. 

No. 114. To three months’ ball and chain; to bave his rations of whiskey stopped, and to pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 115. To twelve months’ ball and chain; to have his rations of whiskey stopped, and to pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 116. To two months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial; but, in consideration of his having surren- 
dered himself up, they, the court, recommend a remission of the ball and chain, and that he be confined to the guard house, at night, for 
one month, and that he perform the usual garrison duty. 

No. 121. To two years’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 124. To be confined one week in the cells of the garrison, and, after the expiration thereof, to six months to the marine bar- 
racks, and to the payment of his proportion of the expense of apprehension and trial. 

No. 128. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 129. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, in the marine barracks at bead quarters, and to pay his quota of the 
expenses of his trial; but, in consequence of his having surrendered himself two and a half days after the time at which he is charged 
with desertion, they recommend him for a remission of one-half of the term of six months’ hard labor as aforesaid. 

No. 132. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 136. To three months’ ball and chain, and pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 188. To three mo ths ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 143. To three months* confinement on bread an| water; and, at the expiration of the above period, to be drummed out of the 
garrison; to pay the reward offered for his apprehension; and to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his desertion and trial; but, 
in consideration of the general good conduct of the prisoner, the court respectfully recommend him to the lieutenant colonel commandant 
for a remission of that part of the above sentence which directs the prisoner to be drummed out of garrison. 

No. 144. To three months* ball and chain; to have his rations of whiskey stopped, and to pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 152. To forfeit his pay due to him, and to be drummed out of the barracks; his proportion of the said pay to be appropriated 
towards defraying the expenses of this court. 

No. 154. To be confined at hard labor for two months, and that the expenses incident to his desertion and trial be deducted from 
his pay. 

No. 160. To three months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 161. To three months at hard labor, with ball and chain, and to pay a proportion of the expenses, with the other prisoners, 
incurred by their trial. 

No. 165. Tu six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and that the expenses of his apprehension and trial be deducted from 
his pay. 

No. 167. To be returned to his post, and to be thereafter employed at hard labor, with ball and chain, for the term of six calendar 
months, and that he undergo such monthly stoppages as shall pay the expenses of his apprehension and trial, as well as of his being 
returned to his post. 

No. 172. To be redueed to the ranks; to walk post twenty nights, with twenty pounds’ weight on his back, from tattoo to reveille; 
and thirty days’ solitary confinement in the cells, on bread and water, and pay all expenses attending his desertion. 

No. 183. To three months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and that the expenses of his apprehension and trial be deducted from 
his pay. 

No. 189. Three months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg, and to pay his proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 190. To two months solitary confinement in the cells, cn bread and water; and when that period shall have expired, to serve 
six months at hard labor, during which period he is to be confined every night in the guard room; and, moreover, to have half his monthly 
pay stopped for the term of eight months. 

No. 194. To three months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 209. To four months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and to pay all expenses attending his desertion and trial; and, at the 
expiration of the four months’ hard 'abor, to be drummed out of garrison in the usual way. 

No. 213. To pay all the expenses of his trial, and to be kept three months at hard labor, with ball and chain. 

No. 2i9. To three months ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 223. To four months’ hard labor, with ball and chain; to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his desertion and trial; 
and, at the expiration of the above period, to be drummed out of garrison; but, in consideration of the general good conduct of the 
prisoner, the court respectfully recommend him to the commandant of the corps for a remission of the drumming out of the garrison. 

Yo. 225. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and that the expenses of his apprehension and trial be deducted from 


No. 225. 


his pay. 

No. 227. To three months’ ball and chain; to have his rations of whiskey stopped, and to pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 
No. 228. To three months’ hard labor, with ball and cbain, and that the expenses of his apprehension and trial be deducted from 

his pay. 
No. 236. To pay all the expenses of his apprehension and trial, and to be kept four months at hard labor, with ball and chain. 
No. 242. To pay all the expenses of his apprehension and trial, and to be kept three months at bard labor, with ball and chain. 
No. 245. To the ball and chain during the remainder of his term of enlistment, and to pay the expenses of his trial and desertion. 
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No. 246. To three months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 262. To two years’ hard labor, with ball and chain; and to forfeit his pay during the above period, with the exception of so 
much as will pay his proportion of the expenses of this court, the expenses incident to his desertion, and to be drummed out of garrison, 
wiih a balter round his neck, at the expiration of the above period. 

No. 275. ‘To two years’ solitary confinement on bread and water; to forfeit the pay that is and may be due to him; and out of his 
pay, forfeited as above, to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his desertion and trial; and at the expiration of the above 
period, to be drummed out of garrison; but, in consideration of his long confinement as a prisoner, the court respectfully recommend to 
the lieutenant colonel commandant, that the above term of solitary confinement be remitted, and that the prisoner be forthwith 
drummed out of the garrison. 

No. 280. To forfeit the pay that is and may be due him; and, out of the pay forfeited as ahove, to pay his proportion of the 
expenses incident to his desertion and trial; to have his head shaved, and to be drummed out of garrison, as unworthy of being a 
soldier. 

No. 287. To twelve months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 200. To three months® ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 292. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, atid to pay his proportion of the expense ineident to his desertion and 
trial; but, in consideration of his long confinement and general good character, as testified to the court, the court respectfully reeom- 
mend him to the commandant of the corps for a remission of five months of the hard labor with ball and ehain. 

No. 294. To six months* ball and chain, and to pay ali expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 308. To hard labor, with a ball and chain, during the remainder of his term of service as a soldier in the marine corps; to 
forfeit all his pay due and to grow due during that period of time; such part thereof as may be necessary for that purpose, to be appro- 
priated to the reimbursement of the expenses of his apprehension and trial; and, at the expiration of his sentence, to have his head 
shaved, and be drummed out of the service. 

No. 311. The court sentence him, in consideration of his youth in service, only to walk post ten nights, under charge of a sentinel, 
and to be confined in the cells, to bread and water, thirty days, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 320. To three months solitary confinement, on bread and water; and at the expiration of the above period, to be drummed 
out of garrison; to pay the reward offered for his apprehension, and to pay his proporticn of the expenses incident to his desertion and 
trial; but, in consideration of the general geod conduct of the prisoner, the court respectfully recommend him to the lieutenant colonel 
commandant for a remission of that part of the above sentence which directs the prisoner to be drummed out of garrison. 

No. 331. To twelve months? ball and chain; and to pay all expenses attendant upon his trial and desertion, and advances received 
by enlistment in the army. 

“No. 334. To hard labor, with ball and chain, for six months, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 


No. 339. To six months hard labor, with ball and chain, and that the expenses of his apprehension and trial be deducted from 





his pay. 

No. 348. To pay all the expenses of his apprehension and trial; to repay all moneys advaneed to him by government on his enlist- 
ment in the army of the United States, and to be kept five months at hard labor with ball and chain. 

No. 340. To two months* hard labor, with ball and chain, and to pay all the expenses attending his desertion and trial. The court 
wish to be understood as mitigating the punishment in this case, in consequence of the prisoner s inexperience. 

No. 357. To hard labor, with ball and chain, for six months; and to pay for all the articles stolen, and the expenses attending his 
apprehension and trial; and, at the expiration of the said six months, that he be drummed out of the service of the United States. 

No. 358. To three months* solitary confinement in the cells, on bread and water; to forfeit his pay during that period, and to pay 
his proportion of the expenses incident to his apprehension and trial; to nine months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and to forfeit 
his pay during the above period; but, in consideration of his youth, and his being a recruit, the court recommend him to the command- 
ant of the corps for a remission of the last nine months of the foregoing sentence. 

No. 361. To be put to hard labor, with ball and chain, at this post, or any other post to which he may be transferred, military or 
naval, until the Ist day of November, A. D. 1824; to pay all the expenses of desertion and trial, and to be drummed out of the service. 

No. 3623. To three months’ ball and chain; to have his rations of whiskey stopped, and to pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 365. Tosix months? ball and chain, and pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 367. To six months* ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 370. To six months* ball and chain, and to pay the expenses of desertion and trial; also, to have his rations of whiskey 
stopped. 

No. 372. To be reduced to the ranks; to hard Jabor, with ball and chain attached to his leg, six months, and to pay the expenses 
of his trial. 

No. 373. To one year’s hard labor, with ball and chain, and that the expenses attending his apprehension and trial be deducted 
from his pay. 

No. 375. To six months*® confinement in a solitary cell, on bread and water; that the expenses of his apprehension and trial be 
deducted from his pay, and, at the expiration of his sentence, that his head be shaved, and be drummed out of the corps in the usual 





manner in such eases. 

vo. 378. To two months’ confinement in the cells, on bread and water; and at the expiration of that time, to be restricted to the 
barracks for twelve menths, and to forfeit the pay that is or may be duc him during the foregoing period. 

No. 379. To be reduced to the ranks; to be confined at hard labor for two months, and that the expenses incident to his desertion 
and trial be deducted from his pay. 

No. 396. To twelve months* hard labor, with ball and chain; to forfeit his pay, now due and to grow due in that period of time, 
to be appropriated to the reimbursement of the expenses of his trial. 

No. 398. To four years* hard labor, with ball and chain; and to forfeit his pay during the above period, and out of the above for- 
feiture to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his desertion and trial; but, in consideration of the youth of the prisoner, the 
court respectiully recommend him to the commandant of the corps for a remission of three years hard labor, with ball and chain, and, 
at the expiration of the remaining period, do adjudge that the said prisoner be drummed out of garrison, 

No. 401. To three months® hard labor, with ball and chain, and that the expenses of his apprehension and trial be deducted from 
his pay. 

No. 402. To six months hard labor, with ball and chain attached to him; to forfeit the pay that is and may be due to him at the 
eXpiration of that period. 

No. 403. To six months’ hard labor, with balland chain; to have his pay and grog stopped during that period, and to pay his 
proportion of the expenses attending this court. 

No. 414. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain attached to his leg; to pay ail the expenses attending his desertion and 
trial, the same to be deducted from any pay that is now, or may be hereatter due him. 

No. 417. To two mouths solitary continement, on bread and water: at the expiration thereof to pass the remainder of his term of 
enlistment at bard labor, with ball and chain, and to pay all expenses attending his desertion and trial, 

No. 418. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, in the usual manner, and to pay all the expenses attending his desertion 
and trial. 

No. 419. To hard labor, with a ball and chain, until enough pay shall accrue to him to pay the expenses attending his desertion; 
to pay nineteen dollars to Lieutenant Lorry, the estimate value of his coat, and to pay his proportion of two days’ expenses of this 
court, and, at the expiration of that time. to be drummed out of barracks, with the Rogue’s March, and the usual tokens of disgrace, 

No. 420. To twelve months® solitary confinement, and to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his desertion and trial; but, 
in consideration of the general good conduct of the prisoner, the court respectfully recommend him to the lieutenant colonel comimand- 
ant for a remission of eleven months of the solitary confinement. 

No. 424. To pay all expenses of his apprehension and triai, and to be kept two months at hard labor, with ball and chain. 

No. 426. To twelve months at hard labor, with ball and chain; to forfeit the pay that is and may be due him during the above 
period; and out of the foregoing forfeiture to pay his propertion of the expenses incident to his desertion and trial, and, at the expira- 
tion of the above period to be drummed out of the garvison. 

No. 428. To six months hard labor, with ball and chain; to pay the expenses incurred by his desertion, and to pay his proportion, 
with the other prisoners, of the expenses of this court. 

No. 429. To six months bail and chain, and to pay all expenses attendant upon his trial and desertion. 

No. 431. To four months’ ball and chain, and at the expiration of the said term to be drummed out of the garrison, with a halter 
round his neek. 

No. 432. To six months* ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 449. ‘iothree months ball and chain, and to pay ali expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 441. To be punished by hard labor, with the ball and chain, for the space of three months; and to be confined in the guard 
room of nights, and to pay the expenses attending his arrest and trial. 

No. 446. To six months* hard larbor, with ball and chain, and to pay his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No. 450. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenscs of desertion and trial. 

No. 451. To twelve months’ ball and chain; to have bis rations of whiskey stopped, and to pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 458. To six months’ hard laber, with ball and chain, and two months cells, upon bread and water; but, in consideration of his 
previous confinement, the court recommend to the colonel commandant a remission of that part which punishes by imprisonment in the 
cells for two months; and to pay the expenses of his trial, 

No. 465. To be comfined to the barracks at hard labor, with ball and chain, twelve months; but, in cousequence of having surren- 
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dered himself so soon after desertion, the court recommend a remission of eight months’ confinement; to pay his proportion of the 


expenses of the court. 
No. 474. To three months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain, and to pay his proportion of the expenses incurred by the sitting of 


this court. 

No. 475. To twelve months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 493. To be confined to the cells of the barracks for one month, on bread; pay his proportion of the expenses of the trial, and, 
at the end of the above period, to be drummed out of the barracks. 

No. 496. To forfeit all the pay that is or may be due to him, and to be drummed out of the garrison. 

No. 508. To be punished by six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain attached to his leg; to pay the expenses attending his 
desertion and trial, the same to be deducted from any pay that is or may be due him. 

No. 511. To hard labor, with ball and chain, six months, and to pay ail expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 512. To twelve months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 534. To be kept at hard labor, with ball and chain, until his pay account shall be settled; to pay the expenses of his trial, 
and, when his pay account shall be settled, to be drummed out of garrison in the usual manner. 

No. 536. To eighteen months’ hard labor, with ball and chain; and to have the pay now due, and which may be due to him, stopped 
during the above period; and to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his apprehension and trial; and at the expiration of the 
above period to have his head shaved, and be drummed ont of garrison. 

No. 538. To three months* ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 540. To three months’ hard labor, with ball and chain; to forfeit his pay during the above period, and out of the above for- 
feiture to pay his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No. 545. To be confined one week in the cells of the garrison; and after that time, six months to the marine barracks at head- 
quarters, subject, also, te the payment of his portion of expenses in his apprehension and trial. 

No. 550. To twelve months’ labor, with ball and chain; to forfeit his pay now due, and to grow due in that period of time, to be 
appropriated to the reimbursement of the expenses of his apprehension and trial; but, in consideration of his inexperience as a soldier, 
(the person being but few months in the service,) the court respectfully recommend him to the commandant of the corps as a fit object 
for the remission of six months of his sentence. 

No. 554. To hard labor, with ball and chain, for the remainder of his service; to pay the expenses of desertion and trial; to have 
his rations of whiskey stopped, and, at the expiration of his time, to be drummed out of service. 

No. 555. To be reduced to the ranks; to hard labor, with ball and chain attached to his leg, for twelve months, and to pay the 
expenses of his trial. 

No. 557. To three months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and that the expenses of his apprehension and trial be deducted from 
his pay. 

"he. 563. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain to his leg, and to pay his proportion of the expenses of the trial, and all 
the expenses of his desertion. 

No. 564. To be confined at hard labor for two months, and that the expenses incident to his desertion and trial be deducted from 
his pay. 

hes 578. To four months* hard labor, with hall and chain; and at the expiration of that time to be confined twelve months to the 
barracks; and to pay the expenses attending his desertion; and when the term of his confinement to the barracks shall cease, to forfeit 
all the pay that may be due him, to the United States, and to pay his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No. 580. To walk post twenty nights with twenty pounds® weight on his back, from tattoo to reveille; and thirty days’ solitary 
confinement, on bread and water, in the cells; at the expiration of the above term, to be continued to hard labor until a sufficient 
amount shall be due him to pay the expenses attending his desertion, and be then dismissed the service, as worthless. 

No. 581. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses incident to his trial and desertion. 

No. 583. To be reduced to the ranks; to six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses incident to trial and desertion. 

No. 586. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his desertion and 
trial; but, in consideration of his long confinement, and good conduct whilst a prisoner, the court respectfully recommend him to the 
commandant of the corps for a remission of four months of hard labor with ball and chain. 

No. 587. The court sentence him, in consideration of his youth in service, only to walk post ten nights under charge of a sentinel; 
and to be confined in the cells thirty days, on bread and water, and to pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 588. To be reduced to the ranks; to serve six months at hard labor, with ball and chain; to forfeit the pay that is and may be 
due to him during the above period; and out of his pay, forfeited as above, to pay his proportion of the expenses of this court, and the 
expenses incident to his desertion; and, at the expiration of the above period, to be drummed out of garrison. 

No. 594. To three months ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 599. To two years’ ball and chain, and pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 601. To three months’ hard labor, with ball and chain; to forfeit his pay during the said period; and out of the said forfeiture 
to pay his proportion of the expenses of this court, and, at the expiration of the above period, to be drummed out of garrison. 

No. 610. To nine months’ ball and chain; to have his rations of whiskey stopped, and to pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 612. To be reduced to the ranks, and to pay the expenses of his desertiun and trial; but, in consideration of his former good 
conduct, recommend that he be reinstated. 

No. 617. To four months at hard labor, with ball and chain; to pay the expenses attending his desertion, and his proportion of the 
expenses of the court. 

No. 638. To have his head shaved, his face blacked, and then to be drummed out of barracks, with the Rogue’s March, and the 
other usual tokens of disgrace; and to forfeit all the pay that may be due him, out of which is appropriated a proportion of the expenses 
of this court. 

No. 639. To pay all expenses of his trial, and that he pass three months at hard labor, with ball and chain. 

No. 642. To six months’ ball and chain; and have his rations of whiskey stopped; and to pay all the expenses of his desertion 
and trial. 

No. 646. To be confined for one month to the cells of these barracks, upon bread and water, and to pay his proportion of the expen- 
ses of the trial. 

No. 648. To be reduced to the ranks; to be confined to hard labor for two months, and that the expenses incident to his desertion 
and trial be deductei from his pay. 

No. 650. To hard labor for three months, with a ball and chain, and to pay a proportion of the expense, with the other prisoners, 
incurred by this trial. 

No. 656. To six months’ solitary confinement, on bread and water, and to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his deser- 
tion and trial; but, in consequence of the inexperience of the prisoner as a soldier, the court respectfully recommend him to the lieu- 
tenant colonel] commandant, for a remission ef five months of the solitary confinement. 

No. 662. To six months? ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 665. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 667. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 681. To serve the remainder of his term of enlistment at hard labor, with ball and chain; to forfeit the pay that is and may 
be due to him; and out of the foregoing forfeiture, to pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his desertion and trial; and at the 
expiration of the above period to be drummed out of garrison; but, in consideration of the youth of the prisoner, the court respectfully 
recommend him to the commandant of the corps, that the said prisoner be drummed out of garrison at the expiration of six months of 
the above period. 

No. 687. To be confined to the barracks, at hard labor with ball and chain, for twelve months; but they recommend the commandant 
to remit four months thereof; to pay his proportion ef the expenses of this court. 

No. 691. To three months’ ball and chain; to have his rations of whiskey stopped, and to pay the expenses of desertion and trial. 

No. 692. To three months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and that the expenses of his apprehension and trial be deducted from 
his pay. 

No. 695. To three months’ hard lavor, with a ball and chain, and that the expenses of his trial be deducted from his pay. 

PARKE G. HOWLE, Adjutant and Inspector. 

HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE MARINE Corps, 

Adjutant and Inspector's Office, Washington, November 18, 1824. 
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Marines tried by a court-martial, for other offences than desertion, between the (st November, 1821, and the 
31sf October, 1824; amounting in all fo V9. 














| 
No. Names. | When tried. Where tried. 
1 i TOR ietc hn Kee wknd OW ae dames | December 11th, 1821.... 0 Tlead-quarters. 
9 nn a re picts biaenete do do 
| 3 PRR ETACK EMOUMIAN «oc occu cc wesc ae cwswees do aoe do 
F} 4 PeteCe: SUOMOOUED 6 okies ck ccdscccveewe’ .- November 26th, 1821... do 
| 5) oS ee | rere | do ae do 
f 6 ve eT ETE ET CEE TT CTT Oe | do do 
q 7 I IN ks phase wa os dewwnweee do rane do 
I 8 DE Is rick a 5k nd eeu oe bee eneens do e.. Boston, Mass, 
i Hf) ee ETC TTT eee Pee er Tar December 17th, 1821....0 0 Philadelphia. 
j 10 en PECULECE eT TCC T CTE TCT Le lo cee do 
i 11 POMINORT OONE 66k ccd ners cers scececene’s | January 4th, 1822...... Mead-quarters, 
12 PEON ce bi neck ieee ow eawe po teueis 5: ##§ eevee do 
! 13 NEN vo ees Wier ics Ke sor eee eduen se | .  #eeves do 
| 14 BEI ECKOED SR RAATLOONN vc obo Bik G wie a-bisie Siig sie ow ernie aS: j§ hearts do 
i 15 PE WINN ie kee terecvasccsus es a #&# Seabee do 
i 16 James Belcher ..... See a eee | do PAE oe do 
i 17 er ee rere »-| January Sth, 1822...... do 
| eat ehhekeee a Nae do 
19 REE BRON 6 £5 oc ke RdECs Ko deedeecnnes Janiar 30th, 1822..... do 
} 20) ee rer errr re a peal _ #$ + wees do 
j Pe sees EMO ABCI ERASED ce woh So sua e-w'e wares ew Sin es GO: j tex do 
i 22 eg Se ear : £# ees do 
| 93 3 PATIOS A EY) 2 er Sa die: § wersgides do 
i 24 SOREN CONNIE cies ddicvceraecas cnn do rere do 
‘| 25 BOMOGE OF, TGA paivceniccecscce cosas February I4th, 1822.... 0 Philadelphia. 
| 26 vee Moiese TEE COTE CEE TE | do er do 
{ 27 PO AN cic wcd ec ddew ds veeee ede | March 14th, 1822.......  _Wead-quarters. 
i 28 EN SURURURD cos cate Kee cs er deweine ened oS  £°»0/pcewiee ilo 
q 29 euch Becca MULLET do sekess do 
i 50 DST Te be) bs So | a April 25th, 1822........ do 
i 3 POU TAKON «00006 0s TTrer eT Tere ee rT do :ieawe ns do 
H 32 William Lane ...... PER bee eb khikios ore | Mo.  eoseitace do 
I: 33 Jacob Stipe Ty oe ee ae Se ee Ne: i -Smsieiin do 
f ot Vie wR MNRAS og COS kde bie Sidi wis wrsiesis am May WG6th, P822......4. do 
3d ge BL y erees | a rere re do 
36 Jacob Daniclson..... ee er ae | do BO a oe do 
37 AVES TFET ANE LSS 6S CC 2 ae do ge ables NR ag do 
38 PIV UDE A oo coos oe chick oe od. tiew es Obese do i Ae do 
39 Samucl Pritchard ....... Pau wen ces we sie do exo uarons aes do 
40) Luke Dunean....... A cides SislS ecitem ee de:  deteeegee. do 
4] LS TOTES: S71 L055 gg ae ee GO:  Siseceee do 
42 NEES 5554 ch wbako400.0-60s eke nee May Ist, 1822......... Philadelphia. 
43 Ey WOOO 6 i sie caw en ees error do LeKewes es do 
44 BN GNURERRUATIUMIOEIN Sisicbucs. tos'deecewscruc May 2d, 1822...4..6..: do 
45 rac NUON is wu ba teeinusw cds oe eve oe ) | ; 
6) Daniel T. Bartlett....,....... mecmeeed p | MAY BI, FOR ese ens sai 
47 PO NOE. cc th eeke eee esas be en veens May 2d, 1822....4 2000. New York. 
48 ENTies CAE ooo Oe ba Ribs koe oN oe caw eles "do re oT do 
49 Robert alias Richard Walsh............ oe se > suse pees: do 
50 PE SIMs hiv tie se ewccisce oes eas mo: 86S ee re do 
jl PN Ae. UMN 5 pk Soke eso se ve eee es do puclgiee ie atest do 
52 PUERTO TOGO o55.ceobecesecacesecewe ea do ae eaten do 
53 RE TOWPNIN 6 hb 6 546d 6s so ca decceves Anne SU), 122.246 .6s. Head-quarters. 
54 AWGN Ast AN SCHON CS cadc cc cascas asa deacon do panei do 
5d PANITNNISNG AOMMION cis cab ao Ses dios eine dioceses ip, ees ve do 
56 SPRSIADE EOIPMBIDINS Zc <I Skin os dw wb Wis oie ow Ses cm <soeeece ; do 
57 ge ee rere Serna crunk do Pe erase e¢ do 
58 SaTICL WN MIRUEIIOUSE.. o:sc05600000c0so0-<5 00: $$ 6e2Gienr a do 
59 Daniel Quinn..... PV adbediwte ieee ewes Mm ~<eewies do 
60 John Murphy ...... TTT TTT Tere Tee ‘ do sso a bebo do 
61 Alexander Johnson ......... a en rare : do sepa t: do 
62 Rudolph CC ea uetele wool sieve e tous do ee ee do 
63 DAMS MAMCL 6.6 s aso de eke cease be ee oie 6. enon Beaks do 
64 Mdward StCWaTrd. <s.600<cssccsssecse covss| Santary 14th, 1626..... do 
hd a eR NG ESIOIUNN: oo oo Seeks sews es doe aw wesc do Sewibie do 
66 ee ee eee: do Sealesd do 
67 Seymour Stout ............ eer er ‘ome do vies do 
68 2 weasel do (ewes do 
69 Francis Howland ..... re a ice eeeon es | do Ree do 
70 te cniniah | ERMC CELT err Te | February 20th, 1823....) Philadelphia. 


71 Pee WURING . 5 660656 cess sasiens -+e-| March 24th, 1823.....-.. New York. 
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Names, | When tried. Where tried. 
Daniel MDCVi6s.ccesssess.cscsssseavces March 24th, 1823.......! New York. 
Thomas Crawford. .......06. Poneman’ _ errr. do 
A ar Oe) .. “acevese do 
Michael Fianawzan 2 oc cccccccvccces sees ae | —) seanway do 
Peter Mason ....... SacaueGen ates eKenos aia ehekeraoreters | > 86 scone do 
NT oe) 80=—s (is tka do 
AVG TEN pa 0] CS Bee Ms > aia do 
John M. KOONAM. oe cece eee eee eee eee eee! Apel Gd, 1893... 2.0... Boston, Mass. 
0 ee ee eT do 
John Burke are She eee deb ee SOG. Bekele eitevevecere | do dé ei ee ee do 
Ee Se We, ieeieatee nc! do 
Proderick A. Thompso, 4.0626. .cceseve es OP. -sewandeue do 
rabid . APSF STE F A oe a ST Hao alates ans ah ok | April 28th, 1823........ New York. 
PE ROIUCT GOCIY sevens o:0- 3 0.0166 win 0 ews Bie erele | Or ae do 
Daniel Chapin Re ee ee rere | May 26th, 1823........ Navy yard, D C. 
Samuel ee 5 SEO OE CoE eee a mC cer aaa | dtme Lith, 1993........ New York. 
NN Bet ari kW id ea wd kaa aeRO OK | me” akuaeeeat do 
ee | tneagescs do 
Solin PHUCHANG . docks ceed eee epee | eee do 
PE Teck acdsee ae Ctevesveesven| Ategpunt Bd, 1998....... | Ilead-quarters. 
cies: ME hase LORE ER ECT ETe | — 8 §BaeeKes | do 
Be re | "(0 ,  ee re do 
ANNU 2 Gr OTMIN Fa ie voxesoss tesseg04) one aieravecevere.leve ehevece:| August 5th, 1823....... | New York. 
IG ks 6 eho ESR ee oh RO RS . ere 
tie TE oss svivisissvesesseeee | ilo pene . 
Jacob De Hart ....... an ei lanlag Wieder site | GQe- “sowed do 
nec tlendacheoce TR LE LE 8 8=ss Se wed do 
Thomas Crawford...... ee ee Oe ree Aree do 
John May <2. C CeCe eee eee See eee ee | do oveoeeae do 
John (OP Knorr Nae one eh bN aCe. owiehe a ale tae foie teens | August 20th, 1823..... a] Boston, Mass. 
William ag BRE asc ve NaNrGiRe\ Oh wli ore ol beer aren eReovents | September 8th, 1823....| New York. 
SCT MOMMID CIS C'S: ociereers aelels.e 06 «0.06 6-0.65arels | | 
Levi HRCNTRLC are ee Pentcise cre ses acl pS IS TON pale va) Sil asle a WORE ave | de en 
Ns owe b RE wake ee daa eae | do handel do 
Andrew Pride..... praot ers osuanaiwians Epese abate caveus | do ‘] do 
Patrick Hynes... ...<200. VeeNe RRR AES | do il do 
TRUDI © OMO MOD oiereie. ees 6:00 3 br 610-6 «ote ee Serre do al do 
Robert B. Harris..... iaen wees Pe ere do neil do 
Samuel Lee, JPeve cece eee e eens eee November 12th, 1823.. .| do 
sig — ee Me a ee ER ee December 15th, 1823. cio Philadelphia. 
oo a re are do or do 
Theodore Meyer Setar cece cc eeceeeeseeeee! December 30th, 1823... -| do 
= ay ome Retest erates tes Gus ial tee vs. ao eeuel eee | January i a | New York. 
AGO UG MOULD: os toon 0s0ile'se) 661lv 00, 6,010: 6.0020 e.8i6 ee} Gr anon | do 
COMPOS BE RIFT C in kai cece eras caseodevens do seal do 
Charles M. Bradstreet ...........00. sees! COM, 8s aera | do 
aes Hire de BINGOIN 2 ve fel sone vevacereis Bie were. 6 oslare owiaree CLO. ose aaey | do 
Jonathan Joseph ........ee00. Say thet omelce ss | gm scare | do 
Christopher Belton......... SeeuehaleroeeNs eer | ee ree do 
Jonathan Donelly Steere Se ey ee | January 2d, 1823...... Boston, Mass. 
William Smith ..... Cabs he's ackw ee pie’ do errr do 
ne a ie RGD | do | 1 
as st eosreeeee | ao 
Joseph Gibbons ara tanaiolshoneie vel si cloleyaveveteus wee! February 18th, 1824....) Head-quarters 
feo fe oor ecccccece Oia 266 0) 6 eleclene openers | = eee | do 
POM ie) INO MENS 063 Sere. a voneiene weere erecsiece Siaieee| do | do 
re ne ee do “ena do 
Jacob Danielson........056. sn in aan Parte do Pec do 
Frederick Poole ........0+2..0s- sete eee eee March 22d, 1824........ do 
ey SII ise ks os bodes seer skies °| —) 8 06©=«. & do 
Michael Tierney ....... (eee eee eewwOee eran do ane do 
JESSE ol | 2h] (0) £1 1(0 0 een ee eee QS SRB oKs | do 
William Deaz..... aid Ae Bs i wea a ae i”  § Bepeeaes do 
ee I ng eo hoe So ow Kees eoiccass | May4th, 1924..........] do 
James M’Intyre ........ er Cts ken ex Laer ere ere do 
Godfrey Epley sastiay Wie heiene:s yee iw iave eaters aor 0 See ae ‘ do 
GON VORGCTTCOR .sscccccccasece acne | do ‘ do 
NS ee ee ee do sehnes do 
Henry Hickson....... hehe eae nwa see OP asadaaeins do 
Chatham Carter..........seescsccsessees >. ceseeuneas | do 
.. Tibclila Gtioeenowarcarevese iste Wevs volerayore(eishevestenens | February 6th, 1823..... | New York. 
JONN Maluney ...cccccccccccccccscvccees dO —s_ eeeee do 
SOUR BONY sviacevsees iain Nol era ee er ousneienecess QQ... sneer | do 
Oreal T. THOMAS. . 66. eorree are eee June 11th, 1824........) Head-quarters, 
SON VANGCTECE occ. .ccccccces ee ee do rere rr do 
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No. Names. When tried, 
146 ee ea eee June ith, [824.... 
147 Josepli CUB YG ORES eee ens eee do Sea eS. 
148 WV URI MAIO 65s sw ices cece ccenveeees (le: -o-, Meee serie 
149 A AHOREIE rgb bees <icvceeveeeaseee sane 27th, W694... 2.2 sas 
150 SEROUS WF MDT 6 kc e's vs oc ces corres G6 - baneeens 
15] AG MCAKO ..+iacsseees Ser rr er July 30th, 1824........ 
152 RATMAMHE MOEN Ss ca onic aksicesoewces on reres ae... i Satee sie 
153 | Joseph Gibbons ......... 2. ccc eee ec ceens Aueust 4th, 1824....... 
154 SEP TC CT EES TET eOTT eC EET CT ee oo: # “@p6eese | 
155 UDR EOMGNE: chase ces esa we sewee sos anes ie. j. ‘Sess - 
156 oP TECS 3 OE Re or aE Rey 00: seen 
157 AMAUIRAN OIE ces cee cxw so ces ede wocen se iw ..... eorene ‘* 
158 PE WV SEMEED cdc ver i Keccnees esveeseeee August 9th, I824....... 
159 William Bradley... .2..scccccsssvecssnes Gi: ° “Veveeeese 
160 ee SUT TTC Tee Tee eee August 24th, I824...... 
161 oe | ee ee ee ees re a #4#8}§©““weereen 
162 AW SRMGHO TM RGHING cst cc cca Sasecnces ice pe waves ao %deeae . 
163 John G. Laskey .....ccscsosscvccesesves September 27d. TS24. ... 
164 ROCE Eee LRU) Le | aaa a a do 
165 DARUERCANDLIMIRINIES Coe ko Scie oc os Kin aioe wens do p 
166 li Stevenson cans ea <csscs Seeks ure koheee aie ce do 5 
167 SRGTNNTS ANORS) coo eos os seein ob oa Oe eos do ae 
168 ASTI ONINT ER ogo tk bs ooo o bis Saisie ee do pants 
169 Jon sV. SimimMes.....<. ee See SA eR do errs 
170 PROUD BDC ics savcserescceeee Spice ke Aucust 12th, 1822. ...... 
171 fonjamitt Craig... asccccccccvcesecceses do ers 
172 ANe bib PROTINIG UCN ooo es ars eisisins slo blab ow alerens October Tth, T822... 
173 NON AHNGL oc udes cuieSsbuwesnewesswew as (0: hese 
174 PUADIABAUROUOPINDIGDS: sisusus Sie we om oie wsleie ard weve pele (Te y 
175 AM TTTETT ie £20. (1 RS arr i: i <@eene 
176 SPOUTy. DOE RSs see one eee pee cre do are 
177 See ee Tee er ee ee re ee rr 
178 Ne ee re ee November 26th, 1822... 
179 ee er ee oe do . 
8 Thomas Cuddy ...... Sa Dnis beau Saas = 
+4 joe er Eee Senate case seet ca een : December 7th, 1822... 
182 James Bryan......... uh eo asa eS do mee 
183 IMTICRDAURUION 5 ccicc aieais see bos isis wis eee ee ms do , 
184 MAPLE YT TES Est 00) ( rr eer December 23d, 1822.... 
185 Joseph B. Lamb .. 25.056... c0cccencssees November 24th, 1824... 
186 | Jonathan Brown............5.ece0es Nox do 
sy | Jolin Burke....... Bes he a nokta tan ia leu ia isa ee do 
188 Albert Patterson...... : : Sega eis%es do 
189 Patrick Qucen...... DEN ce ork Soe do Slee 
190 Abraham Reeve ...... er eee April 12th, 1824........ 
191 DE iced es ver ind ey awe ewe soa aie do ot isis en 
SENTENCE OF THE COURT. 
No. 1. 


of the expenses of the trial. 
No, 2. To three months’ hard labor, 


of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 3. Acquitted. 

No. 4. To be drummed out of garrison, and to pay his proportion of the expenses attending his trial. 

No. 5. To be confined to two months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain attached to him; his grog to 
be stopped during the period, and to pay his proportion of the expenses attending his trial. 

No. 6. To be reduced to the ranks; to be confined to the barracks six months; his grog to be stopped 
during the same period, and to pay his proportion of the expenses attending his trial; but, on his being 
recommended by the court, that part of the sentence relative to the reduction, and stoppage of his grog, 
is remitted by the lieutenant colonel commandant. 

No. 7. To be reduced to the ranks; to be confined six months to barracks; his grog to be stopped 
during the same period, and to pay his proportion of the expenses attending his trial, 

No. 8. To be confined in the cells for the period of one month; but, in consideration of the language 


made use of by Lieut. Howard to the prisoner, do recommend a remission of the sentence. 


with ball and chain affixed to his lee 


No. 9. To be discharged from the service of the United States. 
No, 10, To two months’ hard labor, with ball and chain attached to him, and to have his pay stopped 
during that period. 
No, 11. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain attached to him; to pay one-third of the 
expenses attending the court-martial, and to pay Joseph Beasley twenty-six dollars for the razors which 
he had fraudulently obtained from said Beasley. 
No. 12. To two months’ hard labor, with ball and chain attached to him, and to pay his just propor- 
tion of the expenses attending the court-martial, ; 


©) 
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Where tried. 





Head-quarters. 

do 

do 
Boston, Mass. 

do 
Head-quarters, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Philadelphia. 

do 
Head-quarters. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Philadelphia. 

do 
New York. 

do 

do 
Head-quarters. 

do 


do 


do 

do 
New York. 
Boston, Mass. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Philadelphia. 

do 


To two months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain aflixed to his leg, and to pay his proportion 
Sentence remitted. 
and to pay his proportion 


Remitted. 
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No, 13. One month hard labor, with ball and chain attached to him, and to pay his just proportion of 


the expenses attending his trial. 
No. 14. One month hard labor, with ball and chain attached to him, and to pay his just proportion of 


the expenses attending his trial. 

No. 15. Three months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain attached to him, and to pay his just propor- 
tion of the expenses attending his trial. 

No. 16. Three months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain attached to him, and to pay his just propor- 
tion of the expenses attending his trial. 

No. 17. Three months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain attached to him, and to pay his just propor- 
tion of the expenses attending his trial. 

No. 18. Three months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain attached to him; and to pay his just propor- 
tion of the expenses attending his trial; and, at the expiration of his sentence to hard labor with a ball 
and chain, to be drummed out of barracks. 

No, 19. To be confined in the cells of these barracks for one month, on bread and water; at the end 
of which period that he be discharged hie service, and that he pay the proportion of the expenses of the 
trial. 

No. 20. To be confined in the cells of these barracks for six months on bread and water; be kept for 
six months more at hard labor, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg; at the end of which period, that 
he have one-half of his head shaved, and be drummed out of barracks; and that he pay his proportion of 
the expenses of the trial. 

No. 21. To be reduced to the ranks; confined to the cells of these barracks for two months, on bread 
and water; pay his proportion of the expenses of the trial, and the sum of three dollars to Benson M. 
Kenny, and, at the expiration of the above period, that he have half of his head shaved, and be drummed 
out of barracks. 

No. 22. Sentence remitted by the lieutenant colonel commandant. 

No. 23. To be confined to the cells of these barracks for two months, on bread and water, and to pay 
his proportion of the expenses of his trial. 

No. 24 To be confined for three montis in the cells of these barracks, on bread and water, and to pay 
his proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 25. To have his head shaved, and the opposite side of his face blacked; to have a halter round 


his neck, and to be drummed out of barracks; to forfeit his pay, his proportion of said pay to be appro- 
priated towards defraying the expenses of this court. 

No, 26. To three months’ hard labor, with ball and chain; to have his pay and grog stopped during 
that time, his proportion of said pay to be appropriated towards the expenses of this court. 

No. 27. To be confined to hard labor for one mouth, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg, and to 
pay his proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 28. To be kept at hard labor for one month, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg; be confined 
to barracks one month more; have his rations of spirit stopped the whole time, and pay his proportion of 
the expenses of the trial. 

No, 29. To be contined to the cells of these barracks for two months; pay for the musket and bayo- 
net he lost, and his proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 30. To be confined for three months to hard labor, with a ball and chain affixed to his lez, and 
pay his proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 31. To be contined to hard labor for six months, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg, and pay 
his proportion of the expenses of his trial. 

No. 32. To be confined to hard labor for six months, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg, and pay 
his proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No, 33. To be confined to hard labor for six months, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg, and pay 
his proportion of the expenses of the trial Remitted on recommendation of the court. 

No, 34. To six months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain aflixed to his leg, and to pay his proportion 
of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 35. To six months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg, and to pay his proportion 
of the expenses of the trial. 

No, 36. To hard labor for three months, with a ball and chain to his leg, and to pay his proportion of 
the expenses of the trial. 

No, 37. To hard labor for four months, with a ball and chain to his leg, and to pay his proportion of 
the expenses of his trial. 

No. 38. To one month hard labor, with a ball and chain to his leg, and to pay his proportion of the 
expenses of his trial. 

No. 39. To one month hard labor, with a ball and chain to his leg, and to pay his proportion of the 
expenses of the trial. Remitted on recommendation of the court. 

No. 40. To six months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain to his leg, and to pay his proportion of the 
expenses of his trial. The former part of the sentence remitted on the recommendation of the court, in 
consideration of his general good conduct. 

No, 41. To one month hard labor, with a ball and chain to his leg, and to pay his proportion of the 
expenses of the trial. 

No, 42. To twelve months’ confinement in the cells, upon bread and water, and to forfeit the pay that 
is or may be due him during che above period. Eleven months of the foregoing sentence remitted on the 
recommendation of the court. 

No. 43. To twelve mouths’ confinement in the cells, upon bread and water, and to forfeit the pay that 
is or may be due him during the above period. Eleven months of the foregoing sentence remitted on the 
recommendation of the court. 

No, 44. To forfeit the pay that is or may be due to him; to have his head shaved, and to be drummed 
out of varrison. 

Nos. 45 and 46. To wear the double yoke, with a thirty-two pound shot suspended from the centre of 
the yoke, for one week; to be kept at hard labor on bread and water during that time, and to forfeit so 
much of their pay as will defray their proportions of the expenses of this court. This sentence to take 
effect from and after the expiration of their present sentence. 

No. 47. To be confined at hard labor for three months, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg; that 
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the expenses of his tri: a be deducted out of his pay, and that, at the end of the period of his confinement, 
he be drummed out of garrison. 

No. 48. That the e xpensos of his trial be deducted out of his pay, and that he be reduced; but, in 
consideration of his former wood conduct, that he be reconimended to his rank and station. 

No. 49. That he pay the expenses of lis trial, and be confined in the cells on bread and water, 

No. 50. That he be confined in the guard room for one month, and that the expenses of his trial be 
deducted out of his pay; but that, in consideration of his former good conduct, the punishment by con- 








finement be recommended to be remitted. 

No. 51. To be punished by deducting the expenses of his trial from his pay, and that he be confined 
at hard labor for two months, with a ball and chain affixed to his leg; but, in consideration of his youth 
and inexperience, the court recommends a@ remission of the confinement and labor, 

No. 52. Acquitted, 

No. 53. To be reduced to the ranks, and pay his proportion of the expenses of this trial; but, in con- 
sequence of his general good conduct, the court recommend a remission of the former part of the sentence, 

No. 54. To be coutined to hard labor for two months, with a ball and chain to Is leg, and pay his 

a 








proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 55. To be confined to hard labor for two months, with a ball and chain to his leg, aud pay his 
proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 56. To be coutined to hard labor for two months, with a ball and chain to his leg, and pay his 
prop tion of the e XpCnses of the trial. 

No. 57. To be coutined to hard labor for one month, with a ball and chain to his leg, and pay his 
proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 58. To be confined to hard labor for one month, with a ball and chain to his leg, and pay his 
proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No, 59. To be contined to hard labor for one month, with a ball and chain to his leg, and pay his 
proportion of the e Xpensecs of the trial. . 

No. 60. To be forthwith discharged from the service. 

No. 61. To be confined to hard labor for two months, with a ball and chain to his leg, and pay his 
proportion of the expenses of this trial. 

No. 62. To be confined to hard labor for three months, with a ball and chain to his leg; and that so 
much of his pay be stopped as will be sufficient to pay the bills which he contracted on account of the 
marine mess in the time specified in the charge and specilication against him; and to pay his proportion 
of the expenses of the trial, and that he be drummed out of barracks and dismissed the service. 

No. 63. To be confined for one month in the cells of these barracks, on bread and water, and to pay 
his proportion of the expenses of the trial. 

No. 64. To be reduced to the station of a private sentinel; but, in consideration of his general good 
conduct, recommend him to the merey of the Heutenant colonel commandant for a remission of his sen- 
tence; but to pay his proportion of the expenses of this court, 

No. 65. To three months at hard labor, with a ball and chain; and at the expiration of that time, to 
be confined six months to barracks, and to pay his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No. 66. To three months at hard labor, with a ball and chain; but, in consideration of his long ser- 
vices and gencral good conduct, recommend him to the merey of the lieutenant colonel commandant for 
a remission of his sentence; but to pay his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No. 67. Acquitted. 

No. 68. To two weeks at hard labor, with ball and chat, 

No. 69. To be confined three months to barracks on the black lst. 

No. 70. To twelve months’ hard labor, with ball and chain; to forfeit his pay during that period, to 
pay his proportion of the expenses incident to his trial; but, in consideration of the defence of the priso- 
ner, and his previous good conduct, the court recommend him to the commandant of the corps for a remis- 
sion of eleven months of the foregoing sentence, with the exception of the stoppage of so much of his 
pay as will defray his proportion of the expenses of his trial. 

No. 71. To four months’ ball and chain, and pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 72. To six months’ ball and chain; to pay all expenses of trial, and to be drummed out of the 











i 
| 


a ee ea ee 


garrison. 

No. 73. To two months’ confinement at night in the guard house; and to do the usual duties of the 
garrison, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 74. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 75. To have his head shaved, and to be drummed out of the garrison with a halter round his neck, 
and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 76. To two months’ confinement at night in the guard house; to do the usual garrison duty, and 
pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 77. To have his head shaved, and to be drummed out of the garrison with a halter round his neck, 


and to pay all expenses of trial. 
No. 78. To three months’ ball and chain; to have his grog stopped during that period, and to pay all 


expenses of trial. 

No. 79. The court, in consideration of his youth in service, and long confinement, do award no pun- 
ishment. 

No, 80. To walk post, for fifteen successive nights, from sunset to sunrise, with a twenty-three pound 
weight; and after the expiration of the above pe od, to be confined in the cells on bread and water one 
mnonth, and to pay, out of any money that is now or may be hereafter due him, the expenses attending 
his trial. 

No. 81. To be confined in the cells for twenty days, on bread and water, and to pay the expenses 
attending his trial. 

No. 82. To be deprived of one-half his allowance of liquor for the space of one month, and to pay the 
expenses of his trial. 

No, 83. To be put to hard labor, with a ball and chain, for the space of three months, and to pay the 
expenses of his trial. 

No. 84. To be reduced to the ranks; but, in consideration of his general good conduct, to be recom- 
mended to the commandant for a remission of the sentence. 











1825. ] OPINION OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 87 


No. 85. Aecquitted. 

No, 86. To be put at hard labor, with ball and chain, for the space of four months from this date. 

No. 87. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 88. To two months’ ball and chain; to pay all expenses of trial, and, at the expiration of said 
two months, to be drummed out of the garrison. 

No. 89. To four months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No, 90. To four months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 91. To be drummed out of barracks; and to forfeit all the pay that may now be due him, and to 
pay the expenses of his trial. 

“ No.‘92. To be punished by hard labor at the ball and chain for the space of one month, and confine- 
ment to the guard room during the nights; and do further adjudge that the expense of his arrest and trial 
be deducted from his pay. 

No. 93. To be punished by three months’ hard labor, with the ball and chain, and order that the 
expenses of his arrest and trial be deducted from his pay; but, im consideration of his former good con- 


duct, do recommend him to the lieutenant colonel commandant of the corps for a remission of his 
sentence. 

No. 94. Sentence disapproved and remitted by the Heutenant colonel commandant. 

No. 95. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 96. To eighteen months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No, 97. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 98. To one month ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No. 99. To be confined two months to the guard house; to do garrison duty, and to pay all expenses 
of absence and trial. 

No. 160. To be confined two months to the guard house, to do garrison duty, and to pay all expenses 
of absence and trial, 

No. 101. To cover double headed shot of the weight of twenty-three pounds with cloth sewed on 
neatly, and to carry the same in a knapsack upon his shoulders, under charge of sentinel number one, 
for the term of thirty nights, from the setting of the sun to the rising of the same, and in the intermediate 
term, to be confined in the cells with his rations allowed him; and further, that he undergo such monthly 
stoppages as shall amount to the expenses created by his trial. 

No. 102. To eighteen months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial 

No. 103. To two months’ ball and chain, and to pay all expenses of trial. 

No, 104. To be suspended in such manner as the commandant may direct, and that he pay the expen- 
ses of his trial. 

No. 105. To be confined to the garrison two months, and to pay the expenses of his trial. 

No, 106. Acquitted, 

No. 167, To one month ball and chain, and to pay the expenses of his trial; but, in consideration of 
his youth and inexperience, they recommend a remission of the ball and chain. 

No, 108. To be reduced to the ranks; to be confined to the garrison three months, and to pay the 
expenses of his trial; but, in consideration of his general good character, they recommend a remission of 
the reduction. 

No. 109. To be reduced to the ranks; to be confined to the garrison three months, and to pay the 
expenses of his trial; but, in consideration of his general good character, they recommend a remission of 
the reduction. 

No 110. To three months’ ball and chain, and to pay the expenses of his trial, and, at the expira- 
tion of the three months, to be drummed out of the garrison, 

No. 111. To two weeks’ confinement in the eclls on bread and water, to pay his proportion of the 
expenses of his trial, and, at the expiration of the above period, to be drummed out of garrison; but, in 
consideration of the long services, and the exeuse offered by the prisoner, the court respectfully recom- 
mend him to the commandant of the corps for a remission of the drumming out of garrison. 

No. 112. To be disgraced as a soldier by serving as an assistant cook in the cook room, until the 
Ist day of May next, to pay his proportion of the expenses of his trial, and, at the expiration of the 
above period, to be drummed out of garrison, 

No. 113. To be reduced to the ranks as a private sentinel, to ene year’s hard labor with ball and 
chain, to pay his proportion of the expenses of this court, and, at the expiration of the above period, to 
be drummed out of garrison; but, in’ consideration of the evidence of the gveneral @ood conduct of the 
prisoner, the court respectfuily recommend him to the commandant of the corps, for a remission of the 
year of hard labor, and the drumming out of garrison, 

No, 114. To six months’ ball and chain, and to pay the expenses of trial. 

No. 115. Aequitted, 

No. 116) To twelve months’ ball and chain, and to pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 117. To two months’ ball and chain, and to pay the expenses of his trial. 

No, 118, To one month ball and chain, and to pay expenses of trial. 

No. 119. To be reduced to the ranks, and to pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 120, To be confined at hard labor, with ball and chain, during the remainder of his enlistment, 
and have his pay appropriated to the payment of his debts and trial, and, at the expiration of his enlist- 
ment, to be drummed out of the garrison, 

No, 121. To be returned to Portsmouth, to hard labor, with a ball and chain attached to his leg, for 
two months, and to pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 122. To be returned to Portsmouth, N. H., well secured by irons, to the commandant of marines 
of that station, who will have his head shaved, a halter put about his neck, mulct him of all the pay due 
him, and have him drummed out of the service, 

No, 123. To one month hard labor, with the addition of a collar to his neck, with branches to it; at 
the expiration of that time to be confined three months in the cells, his ration of liquor stopped, his pay 
stopped for six months, and to pay the expenses of his trial, 

No, 124. To three months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, to have all his pay stopped, and, at the 
expiration of the three months, to be drummed out of garrison. 

No. 125. To one month hard Jabor, with ball and chain, and his pay to be stopped, to pay his pro- 
portion of the expenses in this trial. 
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No. 126. To one month’s hard labor, with ball and chain, and to pay his proportion of the expenses 
for this court. 

No. 127. To be immediately drummed out of garrison, and so much of his pay stopped as may be 
due, to be applied towards defraying the expenses of this court. 

No. 128. Acquitted. 

No. 129. To one month’s hard labor, with ball and chain, to have his grog stopped for that time, 
and to pay his portion of expenses for this court. 

No. 130. To two months’ hard labor, with the ball and chain, and to pay his part of the expenses of 
this court. 

No, 131. To be confined to barracks for two months, to have his grog stopped for that period, and 
to pay his portion of the expenses of this court. 

No, 132. The court especially recommend to the colonel to discharge him from the corps as un- 
worthy of service, and to stop so much of his pay as may be due, to pay his part of the expenses of this 
court. 

No, 158. To be confined to hard labor, with ball and chain, for one month, and that he pay his por- 
tion of the expenses of this court. 

No, 154. ‘To six weeks’ continement in the cells upon bread and water, and pay the expenses of his 
trial.* 

No. 135. To one month’s confinement in the cells upon bread and water, and pay the expenses of 
his trial.* 

No, 136, To one month's confinement in the cells upon bread and water, and pay the expenses of 
his trial.* 

No. 157. To one month's confinement in the cells upon bread and water, and pay the expenses of 
his trial, 

No. 158. To two weeks’ confinement in the cells upon bread and water, and pay the expenses of his 
trial.* 

No. 139. To six weeks’ confinement in the cclls upon bread and water, and pay the expenses of his 
trial.* 

No. 140. To be redueed to the ranks as a private, and pay the expenses of his trial.* 

No. 141. To hard labor, with a ball and chain, for six months, to forfeit his pay due, and to grow 
due during that period of time, to be appropriated to the reimbursement of the expenses of his trial; 
but the court do respectfully recommend him to the commandant of the corps for a remission of four 
months of his sentence, 

No. 142. To twelve months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain; but they recommend him to the com- 
mandant of the corps for a remission of ten months of his sentence, in consideration of his former good 
conduet, and they do not sentence him to a forfeiture of lis pay, in consideration of the distressed state 
of his family. 

No. 143. To hard labor, with a ball and chain, for twelve months, that he forfeit his pay due, and 
to grow due during that period, to reimburse the expenses of his. trial; but the court do respectfully 
recommend him to the commandant of the corps for a remission of ten months of his sentence, in consid- 
eration of his being a recruit and of his former good conduct. 

No. 144. To one year’s hard labor, with a ball and chain, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 145. To be drummed out forthwith, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 146, To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 147. To two weeks’ confinement in the cells on bread and water, and pay the expenses of his 
trial. 

No. 148. To be confined in the cells six months upon bread and water, and recommend to the colonel 
commandant a remission of four months of that punishment, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 149. To be returned to Portsmouth. N. 1b, and be confined to hard labor, with a ball and chain, 
for six months, and pay the expenses of lis trial. 

No. 150. To be returned to Portsmouth, N. H., and be confined to hard labor, with a ball and chain, 
for six months, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 151. To six months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 152. To six months hard labor, with ball and chain, and to pay the usual reward of ten dollars 
for the apprehension of deserters, which, in consequence of the vigilant conduet of privates Servier and 
Nash, the court award shall be equally divided between them, and that the same be deducted from the 
pay of the prisoner. 

No. 153. To be forthwith drummed out of barracks with a halter round his neck, and pay his por- 
tion of expenses of the court. 

No. 154. 'To be confined two months to the cells, but, in consequence of his orderly and correct con- 
duct while on the West India station, they recommend a remission of all this sentence except two weeks, 
to pay his portion of expenses of this court. 

No. 156. The court sentence them cach to two months’ confinement in the cells, and to pay their 
portion of the expense of the court. 

No. 158. To hard labor, with ball and double chain, for the remainder of his enlistment, to forfeit 
his pay during that period, and, out of the said forfeiture, to pay his proportion of the expenses of this 
court, to wear, for the first thirty days of the said period, a yoke on his neek, with the word ‘ Thief” 
written on it, and, at the expiration of his said enlistment, to be drmmmed out of garrison. 

No. 159. To thirty days’ solitary confinement, and forfeiture of his grog, and to pay his proportion 
of the expenses of this court; this said sentence to commence from and after the expiration of his 
present sentence, 

No. 160. To be confined to the cells for two months upon bread and water, and pay his proportion of 
the expenses of his trial. 

No. 161. To be confined to the cells for one week upon bread and water, and the court directed that 
it be spread upon the recorder, that the sentence is made thus lenient in consequence of the prisoner 
having performed hard duty. 


*The proceedings of this court were disapproved, and the prisoners restored to duty. 
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No. 162. To be confined to the cells upon bread and water for three weeks, and pay his proportion of 
the expenses of this trial. : ; ; 1 

No. 163. To be reduced to the ranks, and pay his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No. 164. To be confined to the cells upon bread and water for six weeks, and pay his proportion of 
the expenses of this court. 

No. 165. To be confined to the cells upon bread and water for two weeks, and pay his proportion of 
the expenses of this court. 

No. 166. To be confined to the cells for two weeks, and six months to the barracks, with ball and 
chain, and pay his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No. 167. To be confined to the cells upon bread and water for two weeks, and pay his proportion of 
the expenses of this court. 

No. 168. To be confined to the cells upon bread and water for two weeks, and pay his proportion of 
the expenses of this court. 

No. 169. i 

No. 170. To three months’ hard labor, with the ball and chain, and pay his proportion of the expenses 
of the court. 

No. 171. To six months’ hard labor, with the ball and chain, and pay his proportion of thé expenses 
of the court. 

No. 172. To two months’ confinement in the cells on bread and water, and to forfeit so much of his 
pay as will defray his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No. 173. To two months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, to forfeit his pay during the above period, 
and to pay, out of the above forfeiture, his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No 174. To two months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, to forfeit his pay during the above period, 
and to pay, out of the above forfeiture, his proportion of the expenses of this court. 

No. 175. To six months’ hard labor, with a ball and chain, and to pay the e xpenses of his trial. 

No. 176. To five months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and, at the expiration of the said five 
months, to one month solitary confinement in the cells upon bread and water, and to pay the expenses of 
his trial. 

No. 177. To two months’ hard labor, with ball and chain, and to pay the expenses of his trial. 

No. 178. To be reduced to the 1 -anks, to do duty as a private sentinel, and to pay his proportion, with 
the other prisoners, of the expenses of their trial. 

No. 179. To hard labor for three months, with a ball and chain, and to pay his proportion of the 
expense, with the other prisoners, incurred by their trial. 

Nos. 180, 181. To three months’ at hard labor, with a ball and chain, and to pay their proportion 
of the expense incurred by the sitting of this court. 

No. 182. To one month at hard labor, with a ball and chain, and to pay his proportion of the expense, 
with the other prisoners, incurred by their trial. 

No. 183. To be drummed out of barracks with the Rogue’s March, and the usual tokens of disgrace, 
and to pay his proportion of the expense, with the other prisoners, incurred by their trial. 

No. 184. To pay all the expenses of his trial, and to pass two months at hard labor, with a ball and 
chain, or chains, not exceeding one hundred and fifty pounds in weight, to be applied according to the 
— ‘tion of the commandant at this station. 

No. 185. To be reduced to the ranks, to confinement in the cells three months, the first thitty days on 
bread and water, the remainder of the time on his regular ration, with the exe eption of liquor, and to pay 
the expenses atte nding his trial. 

No. 186. To be confined two months in the cells, the first thirty days on bread and water, and the 
remainder of the time on his regular ration, with the exception of liquor, and to pay the expenses attending 
his trial. 

No. 187. To walk post twenty nights, from tattoo to reveille, with eighteen pounds weight on his 
back, to be further sentenced to confinement in the cells for two months, the first thirty days of which to 
be on bread and water, the remainder of the time on his regular ration, except liquor, to be confined in 
the guard room during the day, and to pay the expenses attending his trial. 

No. 188. To be confined two months in the cells, the first thirty days of which to be on bread and 
water, the remainder of his time on his regular ration, with the exception of liquor, and to pay the 
expense s of his trial. 

No. 189. To be confined one month in the cells on bread and w ater, and to pay the expenses attending 
his trial, 

No. 190. To one week’s solitary confinement in a cell on bread and water, and, at the expiration of 
the same, to wear a ball and chain, at hard labor, for three weeks, and to pay his proportion of the 
expenses of this court. 

No. 191. To be drummed out of garrison forthwith. 

PARKE G. HOWELL, Adjutant and Inspector. 

TIrcap-quarters oF THE Marine Corps, 

Adjutant and Inspector" s Office, Washington, November 18, 1824. 





IH. 
Copy of a general order dated 5th March, 1824. ; 

After the receipt of this order, no officer within the United States shall be arrested without the 

sanction of this Department. When complaint is made against any officer, his commanding officer may, 
at his discretion, suspend him until the directions of the Secretary of the Navy are received, and it shall 
be the duty of said commanding officer, forthwith, to furnish to the Department, through the proper chan- 
nel, a statement of the charges against him, with the names of the witnesses by whom they are to be 
proved, and facts to be prov ed by each witness. 

The officer suspended shall also be furnished with a statement of the charges against him, and 
directed to furnish to the commanding officer, to be forwarded to the Department, such explanatory state- 
ment as he may wish to make, with the names of the witnesses by which it is to be supported. 

You will communicate this order to the officers under your command, 
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No. 1. 


Heran-quarters or THE Marine Corps, Washington, 22d November, 1824, 

Sir: I have the honor to hand you, herewith, a return of the desertions and trials that have taken 
place in the marine corps, from the Ist November, £821, up to the 81st October, 1824, as directed agree- 
able to a resolution of the honorable the Senate of the United States. 

Since I had the honor to address you last on the subject of a reorganization and increase of the 
marine corps, the causes which then existed for such changes as were proposed, have not only continued, 
but have multiplied upon the service to a considerable extent; and some of the arguments then only 
urged as matters of reasonable anticipation have been fully realized by events since that period. 

~ The memorial of the officers of the corps, addressed to you in November last, and my letter, with 
tlie papers accompanying it, of the 16th of February, contain most of the material facts in support of 
the plan of reorganization submitted at that time; and in calling your attention again, sir, to the con- 
sideration of these papers, I must repeat my approbation of the memorial, and my knowledge of the facts 
set forth therein, and beg leave to place it before you, together with the letter I then wrote and my letter 
of the 16thof February last, as embracing nearly all the remarks deemed necessary on the present occasion, 

The number of men now on detail for sea service, and the situation of the different posts, make it 
my duty so far to change the plan of the last year as to propose 1,240 privates and a due proportion of 
field officers, captains, licutenants, &c., &c., for a permanent peace establishment. The statement enclosed 
herewith will show that the public interest requires this increase, and I will add that a smaller number 
will not meet the demands of the service, if the ships and the navy yards are to be guarded, as has here- 
tofore been the custom. I cannot dismiss this part of the subject without urging upon your notice, sir, 
the severe nature of the duties now performed by the marines at every navy yard in the United States, 
To afford such relief to the soldier as is common in all services, there should be for each sentinel nine 
efficient men; whereas the stations have been all so drained by the late requisitions for sea service, that 
the guards had rarely a relief; and the depots at Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Norfolk, will be 
unable to perform the duties required of them with less than sixty men added to the present strength of 
each. At Portsmouth, N. H., thirty men more are wanting; and the station at head-quarters, including 
the guards at the navy yard, magazine and capitol, require at least one hundred and twenty men, in 
addition to their present force. " 

You will perceive, sir, that I have included one hundred men for the contemplated southern station; 
but should this design be abandoned by the government, we shall still have ample employment for them 
all. Some allowance should also be made for a number of men taken from the line and usefully employed 
as armorers and carpenters; for sickness, and for vacancies arising out of the various casualties of a 
military body. Moreover, in the distribution proposed on the increase no provision is made for the con- 
tingency of a further demand for sea service; and, should all the men asked for be granted, we could not 
more than supply the guard of a seventy-four, should no other shore station be established. 

The great deficiencies in the corps present themselves as matters of serious consideration; and, as it 
is now full, they cannot be supplied but by the increase recommended; and, should it be necessary to fit 
out a large ship of war, in the present state of things, one of the stations, at least, must be entirely 
broken up to furnish her guard. It imay not be amiss to remark that during the late war, when there 
Was at no time as many marines afloat as at present, it was thought necessary to keep up a force of 
more than two thousand men. 

I have hitherto neglected to impress upon you, sir, the necessity of maintaining a larger force than 
shas been usual of late years, at the head-quarters of the corps. One of the chief objects in the estab- 
lishment of this post, next to the location of the commandant and staff, was for the purpose of drilling 
recruits, and new appointments, and fitting them for the various duties required by the service. But so 
bare have these barracks been of men for the last five years, that this design of the government has been 
almost entirely defeated; and we are scarce able to get up a drill, by suspending all the work of the 
armorers and carpenters, and others, engaged in constant daily duty. Nothing: is so well calculated to 
give character to a corps as a uniformity of system, and the initiation of young officers into the duties of 
their profession by the same hand, and under the immediate notice and auspices of its commanding offi- 
cer. For this purpose they are placed first in the hands of the adjutant and inspector of the corps, an 
officer always selected for his professional accomplishments; but situated as we now are, without the 
advantage of a sufficient number of men for battalion drill, he can carry them no further than the duties 
of a morning parade, and the ceremonies of relieving a guard. A young officer should never be permit- 
ted to leave head-quarters before he is perfectly competent to the drill of a battalion, so that should he 
succeed by accident, or other causes, to command, he might be able to do justice to his situation. 

It is often the case here, as well as at other stations, that men are as much as ten days successively 
on guard; and when I account to you, sir, in this way, for the long list of desertions handed you here- 
with, I must add my surprise that they are not of more frequent occurrence, 

If the proposed augmentation be recommended by the Department, the necessity of such an increase 
and arrangement of officers as is suggested, will be found not only just, but indispensably necessary. 
You will excuse me, sir, if, in my solicitude in relation to the officers of the corps 1 have the honor to 
command, I urge their claims again most earnestly upon your consideration, In proposing that the com- 
mandant of the corps be raised to the rank of colonel, it will not be esteemed immodest, when it is con- 
sidered that his command is already one-fourth larger than that of a colonel in the army; and should the 
proposed plan of increase be adopted, will more than double, in its magnitude, and consequently in its 
responsibility, the command of an officer of that grade, as the regiments are at present established. Let 
me also remind you, sir, that it is desirable to raise the commandant of the marine corps to the rank of 
colonel, to remove the doubts and scruples that have hitherto existed, as to the legality of courts-martial 
convened under his order; and may I not add, as another reason, the justice of allowing an officer of 
marines as much to look to in his own corps, as an officer in the army has in his regiment? and more par- 
ticularly, as I have before had occasion to remark, when it is considered that the latter have the whole 
army for their hopes and prospects. 

The officers necessary to the marine corps, in case the proposed increase shall take place, and the 
smallest number indeed by which such an establishinent can be properly managed, will be in grade, and 
number, as follows: 
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One colonel commandant, one lieutenant colonel, two majors, sixteen captains, twenty-five first lieu- 
tenants, twenty second licutenants. 

This increase of officers is proposed upon grounds of the strictest expediency. The field officers, it 
will be seen, on comparison, do not bear near the same proportion to the number of men, that the field 
officers of the army do to their regiments, for while the latter have three field officers to every five hun- 
dred men, we ask but four to upwards of twelve hundred, In the army, every fifty men is provided with 
a captain; whereas a captain is only proposed for every eighty men in the marine corps; and one or two 
of this class of officers generally fill situations in the staff, which, from their importance, require experi- 
ence and talent; and a corps serving in detachments, as the marines ever have, and ever must do, requires 
more officers of rank than a body of men consolidated. 

More than half the captains at present in the corps, have been nearly twelve years in that grade; 
and have all been from twelve to twenty years in service; and by referring to the archives of the depart- 
ment, you will find, sir, that several of them were breveted during the late war, for distinguished ser- 
vices. The elder of the first lieutenants have not only served from seven to ten years, but for several 
years past have been doing the duty of captains. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ARCHD. HENDERSON, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


To the Hon, Samven L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





No. 2. 
Tfeap-quarters oF THE Marine Corps, Washington, November 23, 1823. 

Sir: In connection with the letter I had the honor to address you of yesterday’s date, I must beg 
leave to bring to your recollection that part of my letter of the 16th February last, that relates to the 
appointment of cadets from the Military academy into the marine corps. So well am I convinced of the 
importance of this subject, and so strong are the reasons that induce me to call it up to your notice 
again, that I consider it a part of the duty I owe to the country, and to the situation I have the honor to 


fill. 

It needs no argument to prove, that, as the duties performed by the marines are essentially military, 
so the nearer they approximate to. the perfection of this character, the more efficient and useful will they 
be to the service; and whatever physical or mental qualities the private soldier may possess, they are 
comparatively useless, unless directed with skill and ability. 

There are many valuable officers in the marine corps, who have been chosen from among the citizens; 
and although young gentlemen do often present themselves for commissions, whose pretensions are of 
the first character, and who have qualities to become as useful ultimately as they could be made by any 
system of education, yet, there is a consideration belonging to this part of the subject, of the first impor- 
tance to the service; and while the Department shall continue to fill the corps in the manner hitherto 
practiced, the evils attendant upon it must ever be of the most embarrassing character, as I shall pro- 
ceed to show. ’ 

It is a fact to be much lamented, that young men without merit, or any qualification indeed what- 
ever for military life, file as honorable testimonials of character in the Department, as the most worthy; 
and the Secretary in making a selection to fill the vacancies that occur, having no other criterion by 
which to be governed, cannot avoid at times making unfortunate nominations, and it is with no small 
degree of mortification that I feel myself called upon to state that, within the last nine years, nearly, or 
quite half the appointments in the corps have been dismissed, or compelled to resign, for worthlessness, 
and ungentlemanly conduct; and those who have proved worthy of their commissions are in a still 
smaller proportion to the number on whom they have been conferred. 

One of the unhappy consequences of this state of things, is, that useless and inefficient officers have 
sometimes so accumulated upon our hands, that it has often been a difficult matter to find enough fitted 
for the commands at sea, and the commanding officers of the different stations, who are compelled, from 
the nature of circumstances, to bear for years with such men, so far from feeling the confidence that 
should ever be due to a commission, are constantly on the watch to see that they acquit themselves of 
their trust, and next to the performance of their own peculiar duties, feel it their first obligation to the 
corps, and to the country, to expel them from the service. 

By appointing cadets into the corps, this great evil will be effectually guarded against, and it but 
rarely happens that a graduate from West Point is not a gentleman in his deportment, as well as a 
soldier in his education. But, sir, it is proper to remark, that young gentlemen who are regularly educa- 
ted for military life, will not consent to limit their hopes of promotion to the marine corps, as it stands at 
present, and while we claim the same advantages from the Military academy that are enjoyed by every 
corps of the army, it is but fair that we should offer them the same inducements to join us. 

If it is contemplated by the government that the marine corps shall keep pace with the gradual rise 
of the navy, (and from the nature of its duties one may be considered the necessary consequence of the 
other) the appointment of its officers cannot be too carefully made, and the recollection of former difficul- 
ties, both with the navy and among ourselves, from unfortunate selections for the corps, as well as the 
hope of avoiding them for the future, make this subject, not only one of great solicitude to myself, but of 
the first importance to the welfare of the service. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ARCHD. HENDERSON, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


To the honorable Secretary of the Navy. 
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No. 3. 
(Being one of the papers referred to in paper No. 1.) 
Heap-quarTers OF THE Marine Corps, Washington, November 18, 1823. 


Sm: I have the honor to report that I have made a tour of inspection, during the summer and autumn, 
and visited the guards of the marine corps stationed at the navy yards of Portsmouth, N. LL, Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia and Norfolk. 1 found those guards in good order, and as effective as their 
diminished force would allow. The increased demand for the sea service, has rendered it necessary to 
reduce these guards to such an extent as not to leave a sufficient force to supply the number of sentinels 
necessary for the protection of the publi¢ property in the yards, even though I was obliged to authorize, 
with the consent of the late Secretary of the Navy, the enlistment of soldiers beyond the number autho- 
rized by law. As it is not probable, the number of marines required for sea service will be at all dimin- 
ished, | deem it my duty to recommend an increase of the corps, and enclose for your consideration a 
paper drawn up by the officers, in which they point out the disadvantages under which the corps now 
labors, and pray you to give your assistance in applying a remedy. 

I do not myself think that any change in the organization of the corps, except an increase, is neces- 
sary, though I agree with the officers in the opinion that it is important to introduce a knowledge of 
artillery duty more extensively than it now exists. This end can as readily be obtained under its present 
organization as it could be if it were changed by law into a corps of marine artillery, as well as of marine 
infantry, which is its present character, but may be extended as well by an order as by law. In recom- 
mending an increase of the corps to the extent stated by the officers, I take occasion to observe that the 
guards at the different navy yards are useful not only in the protection of the public property in the 
yards, but also as a force from which all the requisitions for the sea service are supplied, If those guards 
acted in no other capacity than simply to protect the property in the yards, it would still be doubtful 
whether it would be to the public advantage to adopt any other system; and as a force of the marine 
corps must necessarily be kept at or near each navy yard, in order to prepare guards for the vessels of 
war which may be fitted out therefrom, and to supply any deficiencies in the guards of such vessels as 
may arrive, I am induced to think that the public interest would be endangered, if not sacrificed, by any 
change. That these guards have faithfully performed their duties is so well established, that it is wholly 
unnecessary to go into any detailed proof of this fact. 

The act of Congress of 1798 organized the marine corps as a military body, authorizing a detachment 
of guards on board the armed vessel, and to become, while acting in that character, amalgamated with 
the navy, and subject to the rules and regulations adopted for its government. It is the opinion of many 
high officers in the navy that the guards at the different navy yards should assume the same character 
with those on board the armed vessels. The experience of twenty-five years will show that this change 
is not rendered necessary by any want of efficiency in the guards, or by any insubordinate or improper 
conduct on the part of the officers of the corps who have commanded them. The argument used by the 
naval officers to enforce their position is, that there should be a complete unity of command not only in 
substance but in form. 

The substanee of command they now have, as the commanding marine officer is positively directed to 
furnish any number of sentinels his force will admit of, that the naval officers may think necessary to 
protect the public property and to place them wherever those officers may require. If the views of the 
government in establishing those guards have not been fulfilled, if the public property in the yards has 
been lost or destroyed, by their neglect, or if the officers have not evinced every disposition to carry into 
effect the views of the commandants of the yards, then-I say it is necessary to make a change. If the 
contrary is the fact, and all the objects expected from them have been obtained, I would ask if any change 
which goes to effect the independence of commands so long existing can be justified? If the public 
interest require the change, let. it take place. If the only argument in favor of it is simply to introduce 
a unity of command to concentrate in the very officers who used the argument, I should beg leave to 
question its validity and to ask your candid and deliberate consideration of the subject before you deter- 
mine on recommending any alteration. The direction of the distribution of the guards as sentinels belongs 
already to the naval officers; the number and location of those sentinels are also under their direction, 
The vital interest of the marine officer induces him to comply with the views of the naval officer as fully 
as he possibly can. The evidence that he has always done so, rests on the simple facts that no injury 
has arisen for twenty-five years, of a serious character. The marine corps is, and must continue to be, 
an appendage of the navy, participating in its prosperity or sharing in its adversity—in war braving 
with it the same dangers, and in peace asking of it nothing but sheer justice. In the latter we have 
harmoniously and sedulously performed our duties; in the former we have fought side by side with our 
brethren of the navy, and if a Hull survived to reap the benefits and honors of the victory over the 
Guerriere, a Bush sealed it with his life’s blood. 

Before I close this communication, I will state that the station at head-quarters is highly useful, and 
indeed indispensably necessary in drilling the officers appointed in the corps, and has no doubt essentially 
contributed to its invariable effectiveness on whatever service it has been heretofore employed. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to call your attention to the importance of filling all future vacancies in 
the corps from the graduates of the academy at West Point. A general knowledge of military science 
is essentially useful in every military body. If the appointments continue to be made as they now are, 
that object cannot be obtained, and the marine corps will be deprived of the advantages that every other 
branch of the service enjoys. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 


The Hon, Sauver L. Soutnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


A general return of the marine corps is enclosed, showing its present distribution, marked A. 
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The number of sergeants required in due proportion is 96, and an equal number of corporals. 


A provision will be necessary for 15 additional musicians. 





No. 4. 


(Being one of the papers referred to in the paper No. 1.) 
Wasuincton, November 19, 1825. 

Sir: The undersigned, officers of the United States marine corps, viewing you as the official guardian 
of their interests, and the Department over which you preside as the proper medium through which to 
make all such representations to the government as their situation may call for, and with feelings of 
great personal deference for yourself, have the honor most respectfully to submit to your consideration, 
and through you to the consideration of the President and the Congress-of the United States, certain 
facts in relation to that branch of the military service of the nation in which the undersigned have the 
honor to be engaged. They deem it unnecessary to trouble you with the many and obvious evils arising 
from the present organization of the marine corps. They are well known and understood at the Depart- 
ment. But the undersigned are called upon, as well out of respect to themselves as to the general good 
and improvement of the service, to make such a representation of the most prominent of them, as will 
reach the authorities, who alone have the power of applying the adequate remedies. 

Great and mortifying as are the peculiar disadvantages under which the undersigned are serving, 
and much as they have reason to lament the hardships of their situation, their solicitude in their own 
behalf is but secondary to the great consideration of making themselves a more useful auxiliary to the 
navy, and thus, of promoting in a more extensive degree than they can at present, the usefulness and 
welfare of the strong arm of vur national defence; and the undersigned can with the more propriety urge 
those facts jointly, and in connection with each other, as the same law that affects the one object may 
be made to accomplish the other. 

The undersigned beg leave, in the first place, to engage your attention upon an important part of 
their subject, involving considerations of mutual interest to the navy and to themselves. The marines 
constitute a part of, and are a highly useful appendage to the navy, and any change in the organization 
of the corps, calculated to make it a more serviceable and vigorous branch of our naval establishment, 
may be looked upon as a benefit to the nation at large. They are acknowledged by our naval commanders 
to be indispensable to the service, and their efficiency in close action, and the execution they have done 
upon the enemy’s decks, has called forth many tokens of applause from our best and most distinguished 
officers. It would be the great pride of the undersigned, to be placed upon a footing of still more 
extensive usefulness, and to be enabled to add to their own credit by a more active agency in contributing 
to the glory of their country. 

We are ambitious to be of equal importance in every situation in which a ship may be placed in 
battle. A vessel may be engaged in action under such circumstances, as to make it of the utmost conse- 
quence that the marines should be able to manage the great guns with skill and promptitude. This 
might be the case when ships are engaged at long shot; in the event of great slaughter of the crew by 
an enemy’s fire; the reduction of the effective force of the ship by boat expeditions, or in the manning of 
batteries on shore, &c., &e. 

To place the corps upon such a footing of usefulness as is contemplated by the undersigned, it will 
be necessary to reérganize it, and establish it with the double character of marine infantry and marine 
artillery; with a suitable provision of field pieces for each command. This arrangement would not only 
qualify the officers of marines to command a division of guns in a ship of war when it might be neces- 








* At head-quarters, about twenty men are constantly employed as artificers, in repairing and stocking muskets, and as carpenters, 
&c., in the quartermaster’s department. 
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sary, but it would also mi ake the COrps ¢ minently useful in defending our forts upon the seaboard in case of 
attack. Should the proposed change in the system of the corps meet your approbation, and be regarded 
as of sufficient import: ince to engage the attention of Congress, the unde rsigned worm Inost earnestly 
call upon you, sir, not only as the proper medium of mi: ikine Known their grievances, but as the source 
theoairh which they are sanguine of having them redressed, ) present to the notice of that honorable 
body the pec uli urly Unpromising condition of the mi ‘ape te in its present state, and the comps irative 
disadvantage s under which its officers serve with every other branch of the military institutions of the 
country. 

In the army, a regiment of infantry is commanded by a colonel, with a lieutenant colonel and major, 
ten captains, ten first and ten second lieutenants. A regiment of artillery has the same complement. of 
field officers and captains, with twenty first lieutenants; while the marine corps, dispersed through all 
the navy yards in the United States, and serving in every sea, Involving a responsibility of the most 


~ extensive character upon the commandant, is commanded by a lieutenant colonel, without any other field 


officer, and with but mine captains to twenty-four first and sixteen second licutenants. Thus, sir, you 
will perceive, that an oflicer on entering the army, were his hopes circumscribed to a single regiment, 
would have a better prospect of rising than one who takes a commission in the marines. llow great is 
their advantage over us then, when we look to the range which they enjoy of promotion through the 
whole line of the army, which, even on its present footing, has fourteen colonels; whereas, the marines, being 
a distinet and separate corps, confined to its own limits, and with more men and subalterns than any regiment 
in the service, is commanded by an officer of inferior grade, and who is destined never to rise higher than 
the command of his own corps. Promotion, as the just reward of faithful and meritorious services, is 
the only inducement the profession of arms can offer to a young man of enterprise and talents, to relin- 
guish the gainful pursuits of civil life. This consideration, added to the hope of acquiring fame and 
honor, should always be before the eyes of a military man, as a stimulus to distinguished achievements; 
and while we sce a prospect of honorable old age and comfort held out to the army and the navy, we 
have the melancholy contemplation of a lifetime of devotion to our country for the rank and station of 
a captain, Small as is our allowance of pay, we do not ask to have it increased; we have no view to 
pecuniary advantages; we only pray to be made more respectable and more useful; and we beseech you, 
sir, to look into our situation, and give us your aid in raising the corps in which we serve from its present 
position. 

Can it be known to the government, that the marine corps furnishes a guard for every navy yard in 
the United States, and that serving in every public vessel that floats, they keep the same watch and do 
the same drudgery as the seamen’ That almost all our captains are nearly of ten years’ standing, and 
that many of the lieutenants are as old in their respective grades? 

The greatly superior advantage in point of pay and promotion enjoyed by officers of the navy with 
whom we are immediately allied, and with whom the most important of our service is performed, is. too 
well known to you, sir, to make any other notice of it necessary, than simply to call your attention to the 
comparison, We have instances before us of naval officers, who being midshipmen at the time when 
some of our officers were captains, are now in the rank of masters commandant, while the officers of 
marines continue to be captains still, and many of the undersigned who were captains and lieutenants, 
commanding the guards of ships in the late war, on the ocean and on the lakes, remain in the grades 
they then filled. 

The undersigned are proud to revert to the events of that important period in the history of our coun- 
try. They appeal to the testimony of our most distinguished naval commanders, to prove that the marines 
assisted with credit in gaining all our naval victories; and the captains of our vessels have borne honor- 
able witness to their merits on those great occasions. We occupy a post of as much danger as any in 
the shipin time of action; and there is nothing on record wherewith to reproach us. Many of our oflicers 
and men have sealed with their blood, on the land and on the ocean, the Compact of patriotism and valor, 
entered into with their country by engaging inher service. The undersigned pray to be reérganized, and 
constituted to serve as a corps of marine artillery as well as marine infantry, to be drilled to act in either 
capacity, as occasion may require. They also pray, that the commandant of the corps may be raised to the 
rank of colonel; for the creation of two majors; and for three additional captains, miking the whole 
number twelve. That the first lieutenants remain as they are, and that the second lieutenants be fixed 
at twenty. 

They would also call your attention to the fact, that the necessities of the service require at least 
two hundred and fifty men above the number provided for by law; and that this accession to the strength 
of the corps is now wanting to enable the commandant to furnish the guards required for the protection 
of the navy yards, and for the ships. 


The additional number of captains asked for are not in proportion to this increase of men; and the 


undersigned refer you to the enclosed statement marked A, showing that all the officers can be usefully 
and actively employed, and that important commands hereto confided to lieutenants, may in future, under 
this arrangement, be assigned to officers of rank proper for such responsibility. 

The undersigned look forward with vreat hope to your favorable consideration of this, their respect- 
ful representation, and are sanguine of success, with your approbation and support. 


RICHARD SMITH, Capt. and Major by brevet. HENRY W. GARDNER, First Lieutenant Marines. 
ROB. D. WAINWRIGHT, Capt.and Major by brevet. THOMAS B. BARTON, First Lieutenant Marines. 
WILLIAM ANDERSON, Captain Marines. GEORGE W. WALKER, First Lieutenant Marines. 
SAMUEL E. WATSON, Captain Marines. CHARLES C. FLOYD, First Lieutenant Marines. 
WILLIAM H. FREEMAN, Captam Marines. BENJ. MACOMBER, First Lieutenant Marines. 

JOS. L. KUUN, Captain Marines. SAM LS. CORJEMAN, Second Lieutenant Marines. 
C. L. BROOM, Lieutenant Marines. RICHARD DOUGLASS, Second Lieut. Marines. 

LEVI TWIGGS, First Lieutenant. CHARLES F. SPEARING, Second Lieut. Marines. 


THOMAS A. LINTON, First Lieutenant Marines. ALVIN EDSON, Second Lieutenant Marines. 


PARKE G. HOWLE, Adjutant and Inspector. MARCELLUS M. LITTLE, Second Lieut. Marines. 


KE. J. WEED, First Lieutenant and Quartermaster, GEORGE F. LINDSAY, Second Lieut. Marines. 
J.C. HALL, First Lieutenant Marines. THOMAS L. HARDY, Second Lieutenant Marines. 
THOMAS 8S. ENGLISH, First Lieutenant Marines. 


To the Hon. Samvet L. Sovruarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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18rn Coneress. } : No. 267. [2n SESSION. 
ON THE MEMORIAL OF JOIN M. GAMBLE, A CAPTAIN OF MARINES, FOR COMPENSATION 
OR PRIZE MONEY FOR CAPTURING AN ENEMY’S VESSEL IN 1813. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 2, 1825. 


Mr. Hayne, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of John M. Gam- 
ble, a captain of marines, in the United States navy, praying compensation for the capture of the 
Seringapatam, during the late war with Great Britain, reported: 


That Captain Gamble, then a lieutenant of marines, was attached to the Essex frigate, during her 
memorable eruise in the Pacific ocean, and was entrusted, by Commodore Porter, with the command of 
the Greenwich, one of his prizes; that, whilst thus commanding, he fell in with the Seringapatam, an 
armed ship of the enemy, of very superior force, which, after a short conflict, he captured. From the 
papers accompanying the memorial, it may be perceived, that this affair was regarded, at the time, as a 
very gallant one; but owing to the capture of Commodore Porter’s dispatches, no official account of it 
has ever been published. The committee regret that the prayer of the memorialist cannot properly be 
granted, there being no preeedent of any compensation, further than the prize, ever having been made to 
the captors of the private armed ships of the enemy. 

The committee, however, cannot consent to close their report without expressing their sense of the 
gallantry, skill, and enterprise, displayed by Captain Gamble, in the capture of the Seringapatam. The 
committee recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the memorialist have leave to withdraw his memorial and papers. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The memorial of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel John M. Gamble, of the marine corps, respectfully 
showeth: 

That in the late war with Great Britain your memorialist was appointed to the command of an armed 
ship in the South seas; and on the 13th of July, 1813, fell in with and, after a contest, (the particulars 
of which have been furnished the government by Commodore Porter,) captured a ship called the Seringa- 
patam, much superior in foree to the Greenwich, the ship your memorialist commanded, That the taking 
of the Seringapatam was of importance to American citizens engaged in commerce on those seas, inas- 
much as she had captured the ship “ Edward,” from Nantucket, and had aided a Spanish privateer in the 
capture of two other American south-seamen., That she was, when captured by your memorialist, cruis- 
ing in search of other American vessels, engaged in their lawful pursuits. That the Seringapatam proved 
to be a heavy armed ship, fitted out at great expense, and when captured abundantly supplied with naval 
stores and provisions, That a large quantity of powder and other articles were taken out of this ship 
for the use of the United States frigate Essex, That her cargo was worth upwards of thirty thousand 
dollars. That the Seringapatam, after her capture by your memorialist, was taken into the United 
States service, by Commodore Porter, as an auxiliary to his armed force in the South seas. That she 
was, in September, 1814, recaptured, on which occasion your memorialist was severely wounded, and put 
in an open boat at sea, That the day following, your memorialist was attacked by the savages of Nooa- 
heenah, and had, out of eleven men, four killed and one dangerously wounded. And, finally, that your 
memorialist has not been compensated cither for the capture of the Seringapatam or for the property 
taken out of her for the use of the United States; your memorialist therefore respectfully petitions Con- 
gress to allow a reasonable compensation for the Seringapatam, captured by a very inferior foree, and 
recaptured after having been taken into the service of the United States, as will appear by Commodore 
Porter’s journal, page 205, Your memorialist respectfully begs a reference to the accompanying docu- 
ments, and will, as in duty bound, ever pray. 

NO. M. GAMBLE, Bt. Lt. Col. U. S. ML. Corps. 

New York, December 31, 1828. 





Extracts from Commodore Porter's journal. 


Extracr No. 1; pace 174. 
May 13, 1813. 

Our fleet: now consisted of six sail of vessels, without including the Georgiana. On board the last 
‘aptured vessel, [put a sufficient number of men to fight their guns, giving Lieut. MeKnight charge of 
the Atlantic, and for want of sea officers, I put Licut. Gamble, of the marines, in charge of the Greenwich. 
[had much confidence in the discretion of this gentleman; and to make up for his want of nautical know- 
ledge, I put two expert seamen with him as mates, one of whom was a good navigator. 

Volunteers continued to offer from the captured vessels, and my whole effective force in those seas 
now consisted of 

FO FMR 0 6.6.66 0656006668405 0resverveesessecae Momnting 46 une and 945 men. 
The Georgiana. . Mounting 16 guns and 42 men, 
The Atlantic. ... Mounting 6 guns and 12 men. 
THO CHCOMWICN osciws ce sscccccsesecccscseesesse Mounting 10 guns and 14 men: 
The Montezuma. Mounting 2 guns and 10 men. 
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Extract 2p; pace 208. 
Jury 138, 1813. 

At eleven A. M., discovered three sail off Banks’ bay, standing on a wind, some distance from each 
other. I gave chase to the one in the centre; the others, which appeared to be fine large ships, stood 
on different tacks with a view of eluding us, while the one Twas in chase of bore up from us. I felt 
apprehensive for the safety of my prizes, which were now a great distance astern of us, The in-shore 
ship tacked to windward of us and stood for them, with a view of cutting them off; but my anxiety was 
considerably relieved on seeing the Greenwich heave to for the Georgiana to come up, as 1 was confident 
it was for the purpose of getting her crew out, as she soon after stood boldly down for the stranger, 
We were not long in capturing the vessel we were in chase of, which proved to be the English ship 
Charlton, of ten guns, the captain of which informed me that the ship now to windward was the Sering- 
apatam, of fourteen guns and forty men, commanded by William Stavers, and that the other was the New 
Zealander, of eight guns. 

Extract 3p; Paces 203 anp 204. 


The Greenwich continued to run down for her, while the Georgiana ran for the Essex. IT soon 
threw a crew on board the Charlton and gave chase. Several broadsides were exchanged between the 
Greenwich and the Seringapatam, when the latter hauled down her colors, but endeavored to make her 
much cut. The Greenwich kept up the pursuit 


eseape ina crippled state, having her sails and rigging 
close on her quarter, &c, 


Exrract 4; pace 205. 


As the Seringapatam proved to be a fast sailing ship, and was in every respect calculated for a 
man-of-war, (and indeed built for one in India, for Tippoo Saib,) TE determined to render her as formidable as 
possible, that in case of any accident happening to the Essex, our cruise might not be entirely broken up. 
With this view T sent the gunners and carpenters to work on her, and in a few days she was completely 
equipped, with twenty-two guns mounted on her. IT gave her in charge to Mr. Terry, master mate, with 
directions not to separate from us. 


U.S. Fricate Essex, at sea, July 14, 1813. 
Sin: Allow me to return to you my thanks for your handsome conduct in bringing the Seringapatam 
to action, which ereatly facilitated her capture while it prevented the possibility of her eseape. 
Be assured, sir, that L shall make a suitable representation of the affair to the honorable Secretary 
of the Navy. 
With the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 


D. PORTER. 


Lt. Joun Gambier, commanding the prize ship Greenwich. 


U.S. F. Essex, of? Albemarle Isle, July 15, 1813. 


Allow me to congratulate you, my dear fellow, on your splendid victory of yesterday over so superior 
a force, One of our officers who has been on board your prize says she mounts 16 ¢uns and had more 
than three times your crew. IT most heartily wish [had been on board as your surgeon, to share prize 
money as well as honor with you, for Tam told she is a very valuable ship and well advanced in her cargo 
of oil, After we had captured the New Zealander and Charlton, and found out from our prisoners. that 
it was that old renewado Stivers you were engaged with, and so far to windward that we could not beat 
up to your assistance before midnight, Capt. Porter became extremely anxious about you; he chewed 
as much tobacco and kept his poor spyglass as constantly employed as ever | knew him to, 

At one time, when the Seringapatam tacked, Capt. P. became more anxious than ever; fearful you 
would tack at the same time and receive a raking shot; he exclaimed: “ Now, Mr. Gamble, if you’ ll only stand 
on five minutes, and fhen tack, I'll make you a prince.’ You stood on awhile, when he again exclaimed, 
“Now is your time;’? just then we observed your ship in stays, which gave you the raking shot that 
did the enemy so much injury. So, my dear fellow, you stand achance of being princed, knighted, or some- 
thing else. The captain was much pleased, put the spyglass under his arm, walked aft, and appeared 
to think all safe. Ll wanted to have had a talk to you when you were on board the Essex, but we were 
both too much hurried. Old Stivers is in the steerage with us; we find him a noisy, abusive steerage 
mate. He talks about everything but what we want to hear, I hope to see you soon, until when adicu. 

Sincerely your friend, &c., 


ALEXANDER M. MONTGOMERY. 





Navy Commisstoners’ Orrice, February 10, 1816. 

Sir: Captain John Gamble of the marines served with me on the Essex, from the time of my taking 
command of that vessel, until my departure from Madison’s Island; during the whole of which his conduct 
was such as to entitle him to my respect, as an officer and a gentleman. 

During a great part of my cruise in the South seas, Captain (then Lieutenant) Gamble, continued in 
command of one of my most valuable prizes, and while in that situation, brought to action with an inferior 
force, and caused to surrender, an armed vessel of the enemy which had long been the terror of the Ameri- 
can ships which had been engaged in commercial and other pursuits in that ocean. 














— 
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Honorable mention was made of this affair to the Seeretary of the Navy, but by the capture of the 
vessel, the account was lost, and of course never reached the United States. 

Captain Gamble at all times greatly distinguished himself by his activity in every enterprise engaged 
in by the force under my command, and in many critical encounters by the natives of Madison Island, 
rendered essential services, and at all times distinguished himself by his coolness and bravery. I there- 
fore do, with pleasure recommend hin to the Department, as an officer deserving of its patronage. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed, ) D. PORTER. 


Ion. B. W. Crowntnsutenp, Secretary of the Navy. 


True copy from the original, now on file at the Navy Department. 


J. M. GAMBLE. 


New York, April 5, 1824. 

My Dear Frienp: I yesterday received your letter of the 3d instant, on the subject of a claim about 
to be brought before Congress for your capture of the ship Seringapatam, in the Pacific, in 1813, while 
in command of the prize ship Greenwich, and am truly pleased to learn that your friends at Washington 
have advised such a course, and speak favorably of its success. 

I shall, with the most perfect willingness, state what I know of the circumstances connected with 
the affair, though, as I was not a witness or a party to any operations of the commodore’s cruise until 
after meeting you at Madison Island, in October or November, 1813, my statement I should presume can 
be of little importance. 

With regard to the fact of the surrender of the Seringapatam to your ship I should suppose there can 
be no doubt; having heard it mentioned while at Madison Island, and at other times, as matter of common 
notoriety, and never hearing it contradicted, , 

My recollection of the ship itself will not soon be effaced; it being on board her our disasters com- 
menced, in May, 1814, when the crew rose on us, ran away with the ship, &c. Of the value of her lading 
I have no distinct recollection, the oil having been taken out about the time I joined you; nor do I recol- 
lect the force of the ship at the time of her capture. That it was formidable and much dreaded on the 
cruising ground of the whalers I always understood. One fact relating to the warlike and formidable 
appearance of the Seringapatam, which came under my observation and within my own knowledge, it may 
be worth while to state: When the Albatros, on board which ship I arrived at the islands a passenger, 
came off the harbor, and we saw the fleet anchored inside, all on board supposed that ship to be a frigate. 

The particular dimensions of the Seringapatam I do not recollect, but believe her measurement was 
about 400 tons, but of such construction that she would stow much more. She was certainly a valuable 
ship, being entirely of teak wood. We understood she was built for and owned by Tippoo Saib for a 
vessel-of-war, being pierced for guns on her lower deck, how many I do not remember—named after the 
rapital city of his country, and had been taken from him by the English. 

I further understood that this ship had been sent from India to England with a view to being pur- 
chased by government there. 

That there was great merit and much credit due you for capturing the Seringapatam I presume none 
ever venture to question; and had the termination of the Essex’s cruise been different, no doubt some 
such proceeding as is now commenced would long since have been started. The subject having rested 
until now, however, is not the less entitled to the attention of Congress, and be assured of my best wishes 
for the success of your memorial, You are at liberty to make any use of this letter which may be thought 
proper, or I will most willingly state what I know connected with the subject in any other shape you may 
desire. 

] expect to sail for Canton in about three weeks, but will write you on this subject in a few days. 

Meantime I remain most truly your friend and obedient servant, 
BEN. CLAPP. 





Major Joun M Gampair, Philadelphia. 





New York, April 15, 1824. 

My Dear Sir: I do myself the pleasure of stating some general facts in relation to the object of your 
letter, which has just reached me. 

The English ship Seringapatam, commanded by Captain Stivers, was deemed by the American whale- 
men their most formidable enemy in the Pacific ocean. Her size, construction, and armament better 
adapted her for hostilities than any ship which we found engaged in the whale fishery, It was known 
she had taken the ship Edward, of Nantucket, and was, when fallen in with, cruising for other American 
vessels. Her commander was reported to be a bold and unprincipled adventurer, and had he not been 
arrested in his course, would unquestionably have committed serious depredations on American property 
in that ocean. In company with two other English ships, the Seringapatam was met at sea by the force 
under Commodore Porter. The prize ship Greenwich, under your immediate command, acted a distinguished 
part on the 12th or 13th July, 1813, in capturing the Seringapatam—her physical force was much supe- 
rior to that of the Greenwich, and to the better discipline and skill of your crew—which was evinced in 
the engagement between the two ships, the fortunate result of the coutest is to be ascribed. Your engage- 
ment with the Seringapatam took place while Commodore Porter was occupied in capturing the other ships. 
Several broadsides had been exchanged between the Greenwich and Seringapatam, when the latter hauled 
down her colors, endeavoring at the same time to escape by making sail; her crippled condition retarded 
her progress, and the Greenwech gaining on her in the pursuit, and rendering the success of her attempt 
impracticable, the enemy, after a few more shot from the Greenwich, surrendered. To you, my dear sir, 
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much credit and even applause were given for the capture of an enemy’s ship so notorious as was the 
Seringapatam., . 

l would enter into the detailed statement which you request, but alter the lapse of ten years, the 
particulars that at the tine presented themselves did not make much impression on the mind of a surgeon, 
have become indistinct in my memory, : 

I remain, with much respeet, sincerely yours, 


RICHARD Kk. HOPEPMAN, 


Pinnapetpura, December 18, 1824. 

My Dear Sie: It is with much pleasure [T hear that you have a prospect of being rewarded by Con- 
gress for your skill and gallantry in capturing the English armed ship Seringapatam in 1813. Tt affords 
nea satisfaction to have an opportunity of testifying that she was vastly superior to your ship (the 
Greenwich) in number as well as size of her guns, and about three times as large a crew. The Seringa- 
patam measured over 400 tons, was built of teak, and copper-fastened. At the time you captured her, 
after a brisk and well conducted chase fight, she mounted 16 long guns on the spar deck; she was pierced 
for guns on the gun deck, but had none mounted there, Stivers, who commanded the Seringapatam was 
a daring, unprincipled marauder, who was a constant scourge to our whale fishery in the Pacitic, and, 
although he had no letter of marque or other commission for justification, we know that he had captured one 
American whaleship, and was cruising for others, when you had the wood luck to capture his vessel and 
put a stop to his piratical pursuits, 

While you was engaged with the Seringapatam, we (the Essex) was capturing the whaleships Charl- 
ton and New Zeaiander, and so far to leeward that we could have rendered you no assistance if the Seringa- 
patam had been victorious. The Greenwich was managed throughout the contest in such a way as to 
draw upon your conduct several very high encomiums from Commodore Porter in my hearing, and the 
most decided approbation and congratulation of all your countrymen who witnessed it. 

With sincere friendship, remain, your obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER MONTGOMERY, U.S. Navy. 

Major Jounn M. Gambier, OC. S. Marines, Philadelphia. 


[ certify that the foregoing is a true copy of an original letter from Doctor Montgomery which is not 


at present in my POSSESSION, 


JNO. M. GAMBLE. 


New York, January 12, 1829, 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, WITH THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, 


SHOWING THE OPERATIONS OF THAT DEPARTMENT IN) 1825, 
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS WITH THE PRESIDENT'’S MESSAGE OF THE 6TH OF DECEMBER, 1825, 


Navy Derarrmuent, December 2, 1825, 
The Secretary of the Navy respectfully submits to the President of the United States the following 
statements respecting the concerns of the Navy Department, during the present year, 


The vessels in commission, for active service, at sea, have becn the same as they were at the close of 


the last year, with the follbwing exceptions: 

The trigate Brandywine, then on the stocks at the navy yard in this place, has been launched and 
fitted out, and is now a part of the Mediterrancan squadron, The schooner Nonsuch has been sold, 
because sbe was so far decayed that it was not ‘for the interest of the United States to repair her.” 
The schooner Ferret was lost, ina gale, on the coast of Cuba, on the 4th February last. The Beagle 
and Terrier have been sold, under the law of the last session, entitled, “An act to authorize the building 
of ten sloops of war, and for other purposes.’ The latter recently arrived at Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina, in distress, and was disposed of, at public auction at that place. The proceeds of the sales of the 
vessels sold have been carried to the fund designated by law. The Decoy is still used, as a storeship, 
but will be sold on her return to the United States. The Sea Gull has been profitably converted into a 
receiving vessel at Philadelphia, Some of the barges have become useless, by decay, and the rest are 
retained on the Florida station. 

The Fox, a schooner of fifty-three tons, is the only cruising vessel remaining, of those purchased 
under the “Act authorizing an additional naval foree for the suppression of piracy.” 

The paper marked A, exhibits the vessels in commission, and the station on which each is employed. 

The West India squadron now consists of the frigate Constellation, corvette John Adams, sloop 
Hornet, brig Spark, schooners Grampus, Shark and Fox, and the storeship Decoy, with the barges. The 
duties assigned to it have been signally accomplished, Several captures of pirates were made, in the 
early part of the year, of which the documents annexed furnish an account. See papers marked B. 
Since that time, the principal places where piracy existed have been diligently watched, and no complaints 
on the subject have been made, to the knowledge of the Department, for several months past. 

Captain Warrington, an active, systematic and enterprising officer, commands in that quarter, and, 
seconded as he is, by a commendable zeal and skill in his subordinate officers, it is believed that he will 
continue to repress that evil, which has, heretofore, produced so much anxiety and distress. 
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There have been thirteen deaths among the officers attached to that squadron, occasioned by diseases, 
contracted either in the vessels, or in the ports of the West Indies. 

Against danger, from this cause, the commanding officer was particularly instructed to be upon his 
guard, and has, no doubt, been attentive to his orders; but severe exposures are incident to the service, 
and where so many officers are subjected to them, it must be ex xpected that they will prove fatal to some; 
especially to those who are not ve ry cautious in guarding their health. We have been, howe ver, so far 
fortunate, as to suffer less, from this cause, in ae present, than the preceding years; arising probably, i in 
part, from a change in the size and character of the vessels employed; and steady attention is paid to 
the subject, and such arrangements made, as give the best hopes of lessening ‘the evil. Although 
sickness has prevailed at Thompson’ s Isk snd toa distressing extent, it has been less severe than here- 
tofore. Two officers have died there, and their deaths are probably not to be attributed solely to the 
climate. 

The station at that place having been found unhealthy, a surrender of the buildings occupied by the 
War Department, at Pensacola, was obtained for the purpose, and arrangements made, early in the spring, 
for the removal of the stores, &c., to them. An order for the transfer was issued on the 24th May, to be 
sent by the Decoy; but an unexpected accident delayed the sailing of that vessel, until the 13th July, 
and she had an unusually long passage, of between forty and fifty days. The order is annexed, and 
marked ©. The transfer has since been made, and Pensacola is now the rendezvous of the squadron, and 
will continue so; the site for a navy yard and depot having been selected, at that place, under the act of 
Congress, entitled, “An act authorizing the establishment of a navy yard and depot on the coast of Florida, 
in the Gulf of Mexico.’ 

lmmediately after the passage of that law, on the 3d March last, measures were taken to obtain such 
information, not then in the possession of the Department, as was necessary to a safe execution of the 
power, and this being procured, arrangements were made to send out Captains Bainbridge, Warrington 
and Biddle, to make the seleetion of a site. 

They sailed from Norfolk on the 13th October, and arrived at Pensacola, after a very short passage, 
on the 25th; lost no time in completing a full examination of the places which were considered most likely 
to answer for such an establishment; and have made such a selection as their intelligence and discretion 
dictated. Their report was received at the Department on the Ist December, and has been transmitted 
to, and approved by you, 

The orders ander which they acted, together with their report, are annexed, and marked D, 

The experience of the department, and personal observation during the last year, have entirely 
satisfied me that the greater part, if not the whole, of our navy yards, are badly located; and that a very 
large proportion of the public money, which has been, and continues to be, expended upon them, might 
have been saved, by a wiser location at the commencement. A desire to avoid the recurrence of this evil 
induced me to adopt the mode of selecting a site for the Florida navy yard; a mode in which the best skill 
would be exercised, in the absence of all private interests and fe catia 

Under the law of last year, entitled “An act authorizing an examination of the harbor of Charleston, 
in South Carolina, of St Mary’s, in Georgia, and of the coast of Florida, and for other purposes,” surveys 
have been made af the harbors me ntioned, aul such examinations and surveys of Pensacola and the coast 
of Florida procured, as see ‘med necessary to accomplish the objec ts of that law. The e xpedicncy of 
establishing a “naval depot” on the Gulf of Mexico, was determined at the last session of Congress, and 
an appropriation made for the purpose. What has been done by the Department, on that subject, will be 
seen by the preceding part of this report. 

A detailed statement of the surveys of Charleston and St. Mary’s, to be accompanied by a chart, is 
now preparing, by the officers who were employed on that duty, may be communicated in the progress of 
the session, should it be wished, and will be some guide in forming an opinion ‘on the expediency of 
establishing a navy yard at either of those places, for the building and repairing of sloops of war and 
other vessels of an inferior class.” 

There are still, perhaps, one or two places on the coast of Georgia and South Carolina, which it 
would be proper to survey, but the appropriation is expended, These surveys, with others which have, 
from time to time, been made, under the direction of the Department, have, to a certain extent, been 
useful, but they have also been very expensive, in proportion to their usefulness. Made under special 
appropriations, and special acts of Congress, the officers and other means for their execution were to be 
collected at the time, and all the expense of organizing those means to be encountered at the commence- 
ment of every survey, and to be disposed of at its termination. A large part of the appropriations has 
necessarily been expended for this purpose; and I would respectfully suggest, that amore regular and 
systematic, and, therefore, economical plan, should be adopted. Our whole coast ought to be surveyed. 
The acquaintance with it, of our best informed men, both on land and water, is much more superficial 
than it ought to be. There is searcely a mile of it which is thoroughly known. Hence our commerce, 
and the interests of our navy, suffer ereatly, even in time of peace, and, in war, are unnecessarily 
hazarded. The last war exhibited, in many instances, in the enemy, a knowledge on this subject not 
inferior to that possessed by ourselves. It seems due to the character of the nation, and to the interests 
of commerce, and of the naval service, that a more systematic and scientific mode of making these sur- 
veys should be adopted; that they should extend over the whole coast; and that means, commensurate 
with the object, should be placed under the control of this or some other Department. A naval school 
would, in a short time, furnish cheap and valuable means of accomplishing them. 

The Mediterranean squadron, at this time, consists of the North ¢ Carolina 74, frigates Brandywine, 
and Constitution, and sloops Ontario, and Erie, and is still under the command of Commodore Rodgers 
A slight temporary alarm existed in the course of the summer, respecting its health, resulting from acci- 
dental causes, but from communications recently received from a Rodge ‘Is, appears to have 
passed by, and it may be said that its general health during the year has been, and that it now is, as 
good as is common with our squadron in that sea. Three only of our railiee ‘rs, and very few of the men, 
have died, and no e xtensive sickness has prevailed among them, 

The general objects of the squadron have continued the same as in former years, but additional 
lmportance has been given to its presence, in the eastern part of the Mediterranean, by the nature of the 
contest between Greece and Turkey, and the inconvenience to our commerce, like ly to result from it. 
Some injuries must necessarily be anticipated, and some have actually been felt, from the unauthorized 
abuse of the fag of one of the contending parties to the purposes of plunder. The presence of the whole 
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squadron there for a short period, and the continuance of a portion of it for a much longer time, have, 
no doubt, prevented numerous trespasses upon our rights, 

The commanding officer has been directed to yicld a suitable protection to our commerce with 
Smyrna, and other places on the borders of that sea, and will, with his usual correctness and energy, 
discharge the trust confided to him. The squadron will rendezvous at Mahon for the winter, the Spanish 
government having granted permission to deposit, there, without charge, the stores necessary for its use, 
No positive exertion of force has been required to maintain our rights, nov has any incident, calling for 
particular mention, occurred, in preserving the discipline and health of the squadron. The whole is now 
in a state which merits approbation. 

The Cyane lately returned from that station, and is about to perform a short cruise on the coast of 
South America, bordering on the Atlantic, having in view the general interests of our commerce, and a 
communication with the public agents of the government in that quarter. She is commanded by Captain 
Elliot. 
The schooner Porpoise will sail in a few days, to join the squadron, and will carry orders for the 
frigate Brandywine to return to the United States, with a view to prepare her for a cruise in the Pacific, 
to relieve the frigate United States, in the course of the coming summer. It would, probably, be better 
not to lessen the force now in the Mediterranean, but it cannot be avoided, unless such an appropriation 
should be made as to enable the Department to put another frigate or ship of the line in commission. 

Our naval force in the Pacific still consists of the frigate United States, the sloop of war Peacock, 
and the schooner Dolphin, under the command of Captain Hull. Our commerce, in that ocean, having 
suffered severely from the war between Spain and South America, being alternately the prey of those 
who used the flag of both parties, a determination was formed to recommend such an increase of our 
force as would be sufficient to command respect, and security for our interests, on every part of the 
extensive coasts of Chili and Peru, and enable the commanding officer, occasionally, to send a vessel to 
ervise along the coast of Mexico, California, and to the mouth of the Columbia river. But this addition 
is not considered indispensably necessary at this time. The war in Chili and Peru is nearly closed, and 
there is no Spanish naval force on the water, This state of things has relieved entirely from the depre- 
dations of one party, and taken from the other all those excuses which are usually found under the claim 
of belligerent rights. Our interests and commerce are, therefore, comparatively safe, and do not require 
a large augmentation of force to protect them. Papers, marked F, are copies of letters from Commodore 
Isaac Hull. 

It is nevertheless thought proper to add one vessel, a sloop of war, to the squadron; and when the 
extent of the coast, and the islands and ocean, and the variety and magnitude of our commerce upon 
them, is considered, no hesitation is felt in assuming it as a fact, that our interests require at least four 
vessels for their protection, even in a state of peace between all the powers, whose rights and commerce 
extend to that portion of the globe, It is proposed, therefore, in the course of the ensuing summer, to 
send another sloop of war to the Pacific, and also to relieve the frigate United States by a vessel of the 
same class. 

Orders were given, on the 24th May last, to Commodore Tull, to visit, at a convenient and proper 
time, the Society and Sandwich Islands, for the purpose of looking to the interests of our navigators, 
and to endeavor to relieve some of the latter islands from a number of American seamen, who, having 
deserted, have given great annoyance both to our vessels and to the inhabitants. It is hoped he will be 
able to make that visit before he returns to the United States, and that it will have a salutary effect. 

The distance to our squadron in the Pacific, and the length and uncertainty of the passages around 
Cape Horn, render it extremely inconvenient to make the necessary communications between the Depart- 
ment and the commanding officer. In some instances, within the last two or three years, it has been 
found necessary to send special messengers for the purpose, It is believed that a regular line of com- 
munication, through Panama and the Isthmus, may be established at small expense, so as to furnish a 
periodical conveyance in both directions, as often as once in four or six weeks. It is wished by the 
Department to have such a plan in operation in the course of the ensuing spring. Should the wish be 
eratified, great benefit will result to the public service, and the effect on the mercantile interests of the 
country may be estimated by those who best understand the extent of our commerce in the Pacific, and 
the difficulty of corresponding with commercial agents there 

Inconveniencies having been, heretofore, felt, in the fisheries to the north, particularly in the Bay of 
Fundy, and on the coast of Newfoundland, it was thought that the presence of a public vessel might be 
useful there. The schooner Porpoise, under the command of Master Commandant Parker, was, therefore, 
sent, early in June; and, after making an examination, throughout the line of fisheries, as far north as 
55 deg. 9 min, of latitude, returned to New York October 25, The reports of Captain Parker have been 
satisfactory, and the cruise beneficial. The only injury to our fishermen, of which information was 
received, was, that a small number of them had been, in the early part of the season, and before the 
arrival of the Porpoise, ordered away from Higurath Bay, by the French, who claim a right to the use of 
that bay, exclusive of all other nations; a right to which our government has not assented, 

It is proposed that a similar cruise be made during the fishing season of the next year. 

Due attention has been paid to the ageney for recaptured Africans, and vessels, from time to time, 
sent to it, and to accomplish the objects of the laws for the suppression of the slave trade = No informa- 
tion has been received of our flag being used in that trade, although it continues to exist, and it is to be 
feared that some of our citizens are engaged init. The situation of the agency has not been materially 
changed since the last communication respecting it. 

The expenditures during the year, so far as yet known, are $12,900.31, and it will be necessary to 


make an additional appropriation for its support, in the course of the present session. The number of 


Africans sent to it will be greatly increased in the next three or four months. A decision of the Supreme 
Court in the case of the General Ramirez, placed under the control of the government from 125 to 130, 
who were brought into Georgia, and arrangements are making to send them to the agency. 


Fan) 


The paper G shows the naval officers who have died since the Ist December, 1824. It contains the 
names of some of the most promising, active, and meritorious, at the head of whom is that of Com- 
modore M’Donough. His loss is to be deeply deplored, both on account of the splendid services he has 
performed, and the useful example of private and public worth which he exhibited to his brother officers. 

Paper H shows the resignations during the present year, 

Paper 1 is a report of the expenditures for the naval service during the year. 
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The estimates for the ordinary service of the ensuing year will be found in papers marked K. 

Should any, or all of the objects recommended in this report find favor with Congress, additional 
ations, to a small amount, will be required. The form of the estimates is the same as that of 
being dictated by the understanding which the Department has of the wishes of Congress 
reasons for any change which exists in the amount of any of the items, will be 


appropri 
last year, both 

Y . ry 
on the subject. The 


found in this report. , 
One of the most serious inconveniences under which the Department labors in the administration of 


the concerns of the navy, is the tim ? at which the appropriation bills are passed by Congress. They are 
passed, in the short session, late in February, and, in the long session, generally in May, so that, during 
a period of from one-fourth to a third of the year, the Department is left with funds previously appropri- 
ated, and must, of necessity, permit expenditures not yet legally authorized. Another evil results: It is 
the will of Congress often to change the wording and character of the appropriation, and, after the bill 
is passed, it is a mouth or six weeks before the instructions under the new appropriation can be given 
to and acted upon by the agents. It consequently follows, that, for nearly one-half of the year, the 
Department acts in perfect ignorance of the law under which it is bound to act. Expenditures are made, 
uader one form, when they ought to have been made under another. The law is, necessarily, not com- 
plied with, because it is passed after the act is performed. Infinite confusion is created in settling the 
accounts, and it is impossible for any talent or any industry ever to have them rendered and settled, in 
that plain and simple manner in which they ought always to be exhibited, and in which they must be 
exhibited if any eflicient control is to be had by Congress or the Department, over that branch of the ser- 
vice. The accounting officers do all that capacity and labor can accomplish, but they cannot settle an 
account according to the forms of a law not yet in existence; nor can they, every year, alter the items, 
open new books, meet the errors resulting from this cause, in accounts transmitted from a distance, and 
yet settle the acegunts of the year within the year, A remedy might be found in two circumstances: 

: Ist. An earlier passage of the appropriation bill, or by making the year end on the Ist April, and 
always passing the bills before that day. If the latter mode be taken, the first appropriation should be 
for fifteen or eighteen months. 

2d. By reducing the number of heads, under which the appropriation for the service is made, and 
continuing those heads permanently. 

It would be more practicable, under this arrangement, than it now is, to make the investigation and 
preserve a rigid accountability. onc 

The appropriation, so far as the contingent is concerned, has been, within the two last years, changed, 
and the sum appropriated, ordered to be expended only on the contingencies of the year in which the 
bills were passed. 

Two difficulties have arisen, which it is my duty to mention: 

Ist. Much of the year had expired before the law was passed, and the agents and pursers informed 
of it; they, of course, had, until that time, paid the money and transmitted the accounts, under the old 
forms. An effort has been made to correct this unavoidable error, and to settle the accounts by the prin- 
ciple laid down in the law, but it has proved very ineffectual. It is next to impossible to retrace the 
items, and place them under their proper heads; and, where money has been paid, on debts really due by 
the government, for the preceding years, it could not be recovered. 7 

In the second place, many of our officers are on foreign stations, and at such a distance from the 
seat of government that their claims in preceding years could not be transmitted for settlement, until 
after the passage of the existing law, and therefore, when presented, payment was denied to them. The 
Department had no right to use the appropriation for the satisfaction of any claims which originated 
before the beginning of the year, ’ 

Yet the claims were just; the government owed the money; the debt was honestly and fairly con- 
tracted under the law, as existing and known to the Department and officer. The effect on the service, 
and the individual, has been severely felt. 

Another difficulty which has been encountered, and to which legislative attention will, no doubt, be 
directed at no distant period, is that of procuring and enlisting seamen. Our vessels are sometimes 
detained by it an inconvenient length of time, occasioning much additional expense, and depriving us of 
their active service at sea. The higher wages, and stronger inducements, held out by the merchant ser- 
vice, and the temptations presented by other governments, are the active causes which produce this state 
of things, at this time. 

The Department has endeavored to escape the evil by such arrangements, as, being within its power, 
promised to have most effect. Among them, is that of placing, at each of the principal recruiting 
stations, a vessel not calculated for the sea, but fitted up with the same comfort, and officered and gov- 
erned in the same way as if in actual commission, to which the recruit can be sent, and there kept, until 
he can be transferred to the vessel in which he is to sail. One or two have already been prepared for 
the purpose, and others will be, without delay. This arrangement is still matter of experiment, and the 
effect may not prove beneficial. The benefits promised are, that the seamen, assured of immediate com- 
fort, will more readily enlist; their health will be promoted, and the diseases contracted on shore removed; 
they will be disciplined and trained, so as to be, at once, useful; fewer desertions will take place; they 
can be employed in the yards, should circumstances call for it; and our vessels, when they arrive, and 
discharge those whose service has expired, be again manned, without delay. But the arrangements of 
the Department, however useful, must be comparatively inefficient to remove the evils suggested. The 
remedy rests with the power which can establish permanent regulations, which will tend both to increase 
the number of seamen, and bind them more permanently to our public service. This object will be found, 
in the progress of our naval history, to be of high importance. Our naval power, in all other respects, 
has its limits only in the will of the nation. Our free institutions interpose a barrier to a compulsory 
augmentation of the number of our seamen, and a system must be devised which will ensure voluntary 
enlistments sufficient to meet our increasing wants. Two of the features of this system will probably 
be, to admit more boys, in the character of apprentices, and enlist robust and healthy landsmen, in the 
interior, who will soon acquire the habits and skill of seamen, and form a most valuable portion of our 
force. 

Other difficulties have arisen, from the present disposition of the building arrangements at our yards, 
They have, heretofore, been improved by temporary expedients, and the buildings erected and arranged 
with reference only to existing necessities, and without regard to the future and growing wants of our 
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navy. Many and serious evils have resulted; much public money has been unnecessarily expended; many 
losses sustained by the change, removal, and alteration of the several erections; timber exposed to decay; 
stores requiring immense labor to deposit and preserve them; a much larger number of hands required to 
perform the work; unpleasant, and sometimes injurious delays in fitting out our vessels. It is a mortifying 
fact, yet there is no doubt of its truth, that one-third of the money expended at our yards, has been lost 
from this cause. The remedy is manifest, and it is earnestly hoped that means may be provided to apply 
it. A commission of prudent and intelligent officers should be scleeted, to examine minutely and carefully 
all our navy yards, and to make a plan for each, suited to its location, and the future wants of the service 
at it; prescribing the buildings which will be required, and the location and character of cach Dnilding, 
together with such improvements in the ground and form of the yard as will be most beneficial. This 
plan, after being submitted to the Department, and amended if necessary, and approved, should be the 
guide in all future expenditures. The expense of making such a plan, and erecting the buildings neces- 
sary to execute it, would cost a large sum of money, and increase the present expense of our naval 
establishment; but the future saving to the nation, by adopting and pursuing it rigidly, may be counted 
by hundreds of thousands, perhaps by millions of dollars; and the proiptitude which would) be created 
by it in all our works, and especially in the fitting out of our vessels, be felt in the efliciency of every 
part of the service. A board of officers could form such a plan, to be submitted to the Department in the 
course of one season, and would be established; but it will demand some expenditure of money, and the 
present form of the appropriation forbids it; and, as it must be completed by leislative aid, it is now 
proposed to you, in the performance of my duty, that if approved, it may be adopted. 

An allowance book for all the wants of each vessel of the several classes, has been prepared with 
great care, by the Board of Navy Commissioners, and approved by the Department; a copy of which will 
be sent to each of the yards, and be the ‘variable guide in preparing our vessels for sea. If to this were 
added, a proper arrangemant of the buildings, materials, and stores, in the yard, a very small portion of 
the time now spent in port, would be required, and our vessels be able to render much more service at 
sea, Statement, marked E, in paper K, shows the progress made under the law for the gradual increase 
of the navy. 

The annexed letter to the Commissioners of the Navy, marked L, and their report, marked F, in 
paper Kk, will show the progress that has been made in executing the law, passed on the 8d) March last, 
“to authorize the building of ten sloops of war, and for other purposes.” It will be perceived, that 
orders were issued to the respective commandants at Portsmouth, Philadelphia, Washington, and Gosport, 
for the construction of one sloop of war at cach of the yards under their command; and, also, to. the 
commandants at Charlestown and Brooklyn, to make arrangements to commence, immediately, the con- 
struction of three sloops of war at each of those yards. Three of the ten sloops will be launched within 
the present vear, two at Charlestown, and one at Brooklyn, one of those at Charlestown will be ready for 
sea before the first January next. 

Contracts for the timber and other materials, for all the sloops authorized by law, have been made 
upon terms favorable to the government, to be delivered at the several places of building, within: the 
ensuing year: in which time, it is believed, the entire number may be afloat, should Congress think proper 
to make the appropriation for that purpose. It will be recollected that the egtimate for building these 
vessels was $850,000, and that $500,000 only were appropriated by the law authorizing their construc- 
tion, The remaining $350,000 will be necessary before they can be completed. The Department was 
urged to build some of these vessels by contract, with a view to occasion a portion of the expenditure at 
places other than our navy yards. But as all the expenditures of the Department, except the expenses of 
building, are made by public contract, and thus equally open to all parts of the Union, this consideration 
was believed to be of inferior moment, and other reasons seemed to render it both inexpedient and illegal. 
If built anywhere but in our public yards, it-must have been by contract, or by the establishment of 
temporary yards. Building by contract has been abandoned, as inexpedient and expensive, for many 
years past, and ought not to be resumed but by the express direction of Congress. This direction has 
been, more than ence, attempted, and always refused, thus indicating strongly the legislative opinion on 
the subject. The law itself, is in the same form as that for the gradual increase of the navy, and it was, 
therefore, to be presumed, that Congress meant it to be executed in the same mode, Tn addition to which, 
the appropriation was fora part only of the cost: and if contracts for conpleting the rhole, had been 
made, a refusal by Congress to provide the means, at the time required by the contracts, would have 
created serious inconvenience to both parties. 

The other mode, of establishing temporary yards for the purpose, collecting officers, materials, and 
machinery, and disposing of them when the work was completed, was surrounded by so many objections, 
both as to convenience and economy, as permitted no hesitation in rejecting it. It was not doubted, 
therefore, that the proper execution of the law required that the contracts for materials should be made 
in the usual mode, and the building be done at our public yards. 

Under the authority given by the second section of this law, sale has been made of the whole of 
the public vessels upon Lakes Erie, Ontario, apd Champlain, except the ships of the line New Orleans 
and Chippewa, at Sackett’s Harbor, and the schooner Ghent at Erie. Almost the whole of the public 
property at those places has also been sold or ordered to be transported to the navy yards on the 
Atlantic, and the stations will be broken up as soon as those orders can be executed, leaving only an 
officer and one or two men at each, to look after such property as it may be found impossible or inexpe- 
dient to remove. For the expense attending these operations, no appropriation was made during the last 
session of Congress, the estimates having been presented before the law for the sale of the vessels on 
the lakes was passed, or the direction given for the removal of the stores. It has therefore diminished 
the contingent fund to an mexpected extent, and created a necessity for an addition to the appropriation 
of the present year. It is, however, a temporary expense, and less than is required for the support of 
those stations, and will avoid the necessity of making estimates for them, after the present year, saving 
annually about $25,000, (See statement Hin paper marked Kk.) 

In this first annual report to you, 1 would respectfally call your attention to the wants of the ser- 
These matters have been presented and urged by 


vice, in relation to discipline, efficiency, and economy. 
To repeat my views on them would be superfluous; 


me in reports to your predecessor and to Congress, 
I therefore respectfully refer you to the reports, particularly those which are dated 24th January, 1824, 
and Ist January, 1825, 

Without an organization of some kind, without a revision of our penal code, and of our rules and 
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reoulations, and without a naval school, tardy amendments may be made in the naval service, and in its 
adininistration, but it is in vain to hope for speedy, useful, and very practical changes. The power of 
the Deparunent is unequal to such objects. Even the exercise of the power properly belonging to it, 
without legislative aid in other respects, would produce unpleasant excitement and complaints, With 
o . . . . . ; 

the aid which bas been heretofore earnestly entreated from Congress, it is confidently believed that a 
system more prompt, more efficient, and more economical, could readily be introduced. 

The experience of the present year has confirmed, most strongly, the views taken on all the subjects 
mentioned in the reports to which I refer you. 


Very respectfully, KC., SAM. L. SOUTHARD. 
A. 
List of vessels of the United States navy in commission, and their stations. 
Name. Rate. Station. 
Wat CaN in kcde sec essadseccesowsvesccesenen TH Mediterranean. 
I Oise re hee iewadadeseereatareescaxass 48 Mediterranean. 
OE SECC EET POTEET CET eT EE | Mediterranean. 
ieee Reece eee eene eee eeeese SE Pacific. 
SEO LE EE CEE OO CT ET TOTES CT CT TS ae West Indies. 
MOAI Oi ateors ise oneueeises ee ee a Coast of Brazil. 
NN siete es iu ek Reet ae Rade eNAWRERSESe, Se West Indies. 
ER OS ene ee Oe ee ee ee ee Mediterranean. 
EEE LEO OLCOTT ECE ESET TEC Ta Mediterranean. 
CE nih Cu Be ii ane kee ESA R AAR RRRR KE OO Pacifie. 
ESE ee Eee ee ee West Indies, 
Nii Miers ol Coe ee pNaes weno Rake See Will be put in commission early next year. 
Spark, brig... ......cceccesccccccecccccccecccceees 12 West Indies. " 
Porpoise, SChOONCK.. 6. cee cee cece cece ee reeeceeceeeee 12 Mediterranean. 
Grampus, SChOONCT. ...e.cccccsescecesccesseceseeese LZ West Indies. 
ATE, BOUGONET. 5A a Sac sasaccvesicsrscesccesencsee EH West Indies. 
Dolphin, schooner.......cccceccecceccccesccccesees 12 Pacific. 
Pi, BONOOMET is sn wk nsdn aueede sere reseseeese cueeeis 3 West Indies. 
Decoy, storeship....ccscccescececercreccccrcvecees 6 West Indies. 
ee eer Sere eT eT eT Tee eee Tere eee eee ee West Indies. 





B. 


Tuompson’s Istann, February 15, 1825. 

Sir: I regret very much that my first official report should be of an unpleasant nature, 

The United States schooner Ferret, commanded by Lieutenant Charles H. Bell, was unfortunately 
lost on the coast of Cuba, between Matanzas and Ilavana, on the afternoon of the 4th inst. 

The letter of her commander, (which will be communicated to you by Commodore Porter,) giving a 
clear and concise account of this untoward occurrence, renders it winecessary for me to add anything 
on the subject. ° 

Iam greatly pleased to find the loss of human life is but small, and unmarked by the death of any 
officer, although the crew were twenty hours on the wreck in a high sea, without food or water. Five 
sailors only, (whose names are mentioned in the list accompanying Lieutenant Bell’s letter,) were 
drowned, The active exertions of Lieutenant Commandant M’Keever of the Sea Gull, and of acting 
Sailing Master Porter, (who had been dispatched in a small vessel to Cuba, ) rescued the remainder from 
impending death, when hope was nearly destroyed. 

Iam, with great respeet, your obedient servant, L. WARRINGTON. 


Hon. Samven Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





U.S. Sreaw Gatiior Sea Geir, Matanzas, March 10, 1825. 

Sir: Since the departure of the John Adams, nothing material has occurred on this station. No 
piracies have been committed for several months past, nor have we the least intelligence that should 
induce us to believe there are any preparations making at the present moment, for their commission. 
The Sea Gull was sent up to the eastward a few days since, with orders to search a particular part of 
the coast very carefully, which duty she performed, and returned without seeing or hearing anything 
that could excite suspicion. 

The presence of one or more of the small vessels constantly at and off this harbor, is, however, the 
cause of their inactivity. 

I am fearful that the barge commanded by Lieutenant Pearson of the John Adams, which was miss- 
ing at the time that ship sailed, is lost; as we have not heard of her, since the 10th of February. 

The following is the present distribution of the squadron; 

The Hornet, Captain Kennedy, cruising on the south side of this island. 

The Porpoise, Lieutenant Commandant Skinner, cruising in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The Grampus, Lieutenant Commandant Sloat, cruising off the Island of St. Thomas. 
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The Sea Gull, Lieutenant Commandant McKeever, and Terrier, Lieutenant Paine, stationed off this 
place for the protection of the commerce of this port. 

The Shark, Lieutenant Commandant Gallagher, stationed at Havana for the same purpose. 

The Decoy, Lieutenant Commandant Mix, at Thompson’s Island awaiting orders, 


L. WARRINGTON, 


I am, very respectfully, &c. 


The Hon, Samuet L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


U. S. Scnooner Grampvs, St. Thomas, March 12, 1825. 


Sim: Thave the honor to report, for the information of the Department, that, having learned that 
several vessels had been robbed by pirates, near Faxardo, and that two sloops of this place, and one of 
Santa Cruz, had been taken by them, and two of them were equipped and cruising as pirates, I obtained 
two small sloops at this place, free of expense, by the very cordial co-operation of his excellency Gover- 
nor Von Sholtens, of St. Thomas, who promptly ordered the necessary documents to be issued, and 
imposed a temporary embargo, to prevent the transmission of intelligence to the pirates, which sloops I 
manned and armed, under the command of Lieutenants Pendergrast and Wilson, for the purpose of 
examining all the small harbors of Crab Island, and the south coast of Porto Rico. We sailed on the 
first of March, and examined every place as far to the westward as Ponce, without success, although we 
got frequent information of them. We anchored at Ponce on the evening of the 3d, and took our men 
and officers on board; the next morning at 10 o’clock a sloop was seen off the harbor, beating to the cast- 
ward, which was very confidently supposed to be one of those fitted out by the pirates. I again got one 
of the sloops and manned her, under the command of Lieutenant Pendergarst, accompanied by Acting 
Lieutenant Magruder, Doctor Biddle, and Midshipman Stones, with twenty-three men, who sailed in 
pursuit. The next day, at 3 o'clock, they had the good fortune to fall in with her in the harbor of “Boca 
del Inferno,” which is very large, and has many hiding places, where an action commenced that lasted 
forty-five minutes, when the pirates ran their sloop on shore and jumped overboard; two of them were 
found killed, and ten of those which escaped to the shore were taken by the Spanish soldiers, tive or six 
of whom were wounded, and amongst them the famous piratical chief Cofrecinas, who has long been 
the terror of the coast, and the rallying point of the pirates in this vicinity. As near as we can ascer- 
tain, he had fifteen or sixteen men on board, and was armed with one four-pounder, and muskets, pistols, 
cutlasses, and knives, for his men. 

The sloop was got off, and arrived safe with our tender at this place last evening, and I am happy 
to add, that none of our people received any injury, and all have returned in good health, notwithstand- 
ing their exposure to the sun and rain for cleven days, without the possibility of getting below. I have 
much pleasure in stating to you, that I received every assistance from the authorities of Ponce, whilst 
there, and that they showed every desire to promote the success of the expedition. I have the honor to 
enclose you a copy of a letter sent by them to Lieutenant Pendergrast, thanking him, and the other 
officers and men, for the service rendered the country in the capture of the pirate. 

The success of the enterprise, against skillful and cunning adversaries, is the best proof I can offer 
you of the good conduct of the officers and men engaged in it, and renders superfluous any eulogium 
from me. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


JOUN D. SLOAT. 


To the Hon, Sauvern L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





To Lieutenant Pendergrast, the officers and crew of the sloop Dolphin, now in the service of the U. S. of America: 

The aleade of Ponce, Don Jose Torres, and the military commandant, Colonel Don Tomas Renovales, 
request me to say to you, that, in the name of the governor Of this island, and of the Spanish nation, they 
present you their thanks for the important service you have rendered them in capturing the piratical ves- 
sel commanded by the noted Cofrecinas. 

They have written to the chicf authority an account of your gallant and successful expedition, and 
hope your future exertions may meet with equal success. 

In them you will always find friends and brother officers in an honorable cause, and all the assistance 
they may have in their power. 

They request you to accept the refreshments now sent off, and regret that your short stay deprives 
them of the pleasure of showing you more particular attention, They are also happy to say that Captain 
Manuel Marcam has also been successful in securing some of the pirates who swam to the shore after you 
captured their vessel. 

Wishing you success, health, &c., I am, gentlemen, your friend and servant, 


JAMES J. ATKINSON. 


Ponce, March 6, 1825. 





Unirep States Scnooner Grampvs, Sf. Thomas, March 19, 1825. 

Sir: On the 12th of this month, T had the honor to report the capture of a piratical vessel on the south 
side of Porto Rico, by an expedition fitted out from this vessel, and her safe arrival at this place; also, my 
having given her over to the governor, to be returned to her former owner, an inhabitant of St. Thomas. 
I subsequently learned, that the pirates who swam on shore had been taken and sent to the city of St. 
John’s, the seat of government of Porto Rico, at which place I called to offer our testimony against them. 
Enclosure No. 1 is my letter to the captain general. No. 2 his reply, which I have forwarded for the 
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information of the Department. Our testimony was not required, as they have confessed sufficient to con- 


yict them. 
: The capture of this vessel, I find, is considered of much more importance, by the governments of Porto 
Rico, St. Croix, and St. Thomas, than I had any idea of, as the leader, Cofrecinas, has for years been the 
terror of this vicinity, and his career has been marked by the most horrible murders and piracies; and, for 
some time, a large reward has been offered by the government of Porto Rico for his head. Although 
wounded when he got on shore, he would not surrender until he received the contents of a blunderbuss, 
which shattered his left arm, and he was brought to the ground with the but of it. 

Ihave seen him in prison, and he declares that he has not robbed any American vessel for the last 
eighteen months, only, however, for want of an opportunity. Several persons on shore, heretofore con- 
sidered respectable, have been arrested as accomplices of the gang, Six of them were brought to St. 
John’s and committed to prison whilst I was there. The captain general has promised me that these des- 
peradoes shall have summary justice; that he will not wait for the civil court, but will order a court-mar- 
tial immediately, to try them, 

I have great pleasure in stating to you, that the captain general appears to have every disposition to 
prevent all piracies from the coast of Porto Rico, and to co-operate with me by all the means in his power; 
and for which purpose he gave me a cireular letter to all civil and military officers on the coast, requir- 
ing them to give me every assistance and information in their power, whenever the Grampus or her boats 
may make their appearance on the coast, or in any of the harbors of the island; a copy of which is enclosed, 
No. 3. 
I have also the honor to enclose you a note from me to the Governor (Von Sholton,) of St. Thomas, 
No. 4, requesting him to give the necessary orders to receive the sloop, and to have her restored to her 
original owner, and his reply, No. 5, Also, a letter from J. J. Atkinson, Esq., in hehalf of the alealde 
and military commandant of Ponce, No. 6. When I left St. John’s, the fiscal was taking the declaration 
of Cofrecinas, and the captain general promised me a copy of it, but having a large convoy to take to sea 
on Sunday (to-morrow) from this place, I could not wait for it; it will be sent to me in a few days, when 
I shall send it to you for the information of the government, as I have no doubt it will throw much light 
on the subject of piracies, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


JOHN D, SLOAT, 
To the Hon, Samven L. Soutnarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





(No. 1.) 
U.S. Scoooner Grampvs, St. John’s, Porto Rico, March 14, 1825. 

Sm: I have the honor to imform your excellency that I have arrived in this harbor with the U. S. 
schooner Grampus, under my command; the object of my visit, at this time, is to inform your excellency 
that a small sloop, a tender to this vessel, met with a piratical sloop in the harbor of ‘‘ Boca del Inferno,”’ 
under the command of the famous piratical chief Cofrecinas, on the 5th day of the present month, and, 
after a desperate resistance, drove her on shore; the pirates that were not killed jumped overboard, and 
got on shore, where ten of them, I understand, have been taken by the troops in that vicinity, and sent 
to this place. Should your excellency consider the testimony of the officers of the Grampus at all neces- 
sary in bringing those enemies of mankind to justice, it will be cheerfully afforded. The sloop I took to 
St. Thomas, and gave her to her former owner. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your excellency’s most obed’t serv’ t, 
JOHN D. SLOAT. 
His excellency 8. D, Migven pe La Torre, Capt. Gen. of the Island of Porto Rico. 





(No. 2.) 


[Translation.] 


GovERNMENT AND Captain GENERALSHIP OF THE IsLAND OF Porto Rico, } 
Puerto Rico, March 17, 1825. 

Ihave received the official letter which you were pleased to direct to me, under date of 14th ult., inform- 
ing me of the object of your visit to this port, and offering, if necessary, the declarations of your officers 
and crew (who fought with so much bravery against the pirates in the ‘Boca del Inferno,” ) in case they 
should be found necessary for the conviction of these criminals, in the process instituted against them by 
this captain generalship. I return you my most grateful thanks, as well for this offer, as for the effectual 
assistance you have rendered in the pursuit and capture of these wicked wretches, of which good service 
I was already informed, by the ‘nilitary commandant and other authorities of Ponce. Be pleased to accept 
the tender of my acknowledgments, and also be the organ of communicating them to the officers and 
crew of the schooner under your command, for their co-operation, which confers so much honor on the 
navy of the United States; and as regards their declaration, (considering that the pirates donot deny the 
principal facts, and that they have already convicted themselves, ) I do not think it necessary to put them 
to the inconvenience you were pleased to offer, and which goodness would have been accepted, had it 
been found necessary. This captain generalship, in renewing to you its acknowledgments, flatters itself 
that you will be pleased to continue your good services in the pursuit of this scourge of humanity, that, 
in case there should still be any remaining, they may be brought to suffer the condign punishment which 
their captured comrades will not fail to receive. To effect this the most energetic orders have been 
issued, that all the authorities of the coast should hold themselves unanimously in readiness to 
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co-operate with you, in the most efficacious manner, for the attainment of this result. Accept, Senor 
Commandant, the assurance of my respect, and of the consideration with which I pray God to preserve 
you many years, asin ; ren 
MIGUEL DE LA TORRES. 
To the Commanver of the U. S. Schooner Grampus, tn the bay. 





(No. 3.) 
[Translation.] 
Pverto Rico, March 16, 1825. 


The captain of the U. S. American shooner Grampus, (Lieut. John D. Sloat,) goes in pursuit of 
pirates, for which purpose he will visit all the ports, harbors, roads, and anchorages, which he may find 
convenient; in consequence, you will give him all the necessary aid and notice for discovering them, and 
in case of meeting with them, the authorities of the coast, both civil and military, will join themselves 
unanimously with the said commandant to pursue them by land while he does the same by sea; and in 
case any of these wicked wretches should seck refuge in the territory of any part of the island, they will 
pursue them briskly until they have possessed themselves of their persons. The government expects, 
from the known zeal of the authorities referred to, that they will display the greatest activity, efficacy, 
and energy, in this important service, assuring each in particular of the lively interest which it feels for 
the total extermination of such vile rabble, the disgrace of humanity. Those who shall distinguish them- 
selves, in the opinion of the government, will be reported to his Majesty, giving to each one justice, 
according to his merits, 

God guard you many years. 
MIGUEL DE LA TORRES. 

To the Miuirary Commanpants or THE Quarters, Royan Avcaupes, and other civil and military authorities 

and functionaries of the coast of this Island. 





(No. 4.) 


U. S. Scnooner Grawpvs, St. Thomas, March 12, 1825.—8 A. I. 

Sir: Having been informed by the captain of a vessel that arrived in this port, that the piratical 
vessel which the Danish man-of-war and myself had for some time been in search of, was in the vicinity 
of Crab Island, and had captured and plundered several small vessels belonging to this place, and no 
Danish man-of-war being at the moment in port, I did not hesitate to request of your excellency per- 
mission for the three Danish sloops, (whose captains had volunteered their services) to assist me in 
pursuit of her, Your excellency immediately granted the request, on the sole condition that I should 
pledge myself as an officer and gentleman that the vessels should not be used for any other purpose than 
searching for pirates. I can assure your excellency that they have been used by me for no other; the 
sloop which arrived this morning is the last of the three which were under the command of Lieutenant 
Pendergrast, who was so fortunate as to fall in with, and capture the piratical vessel we have been so 
long in search of, commanded by the famous chief Cofrecinas, who is badly wounded: the most of his crew 
were killed or wounded, and the survivors are all, I believe, now prisoners in Porto Rico, where the gov- 
ernment afforded every assistance to the expedition whilst on that coast, and in capturing those that 
swam on shore, I herewith return your excellency the documents placed by you in my hands, to be used 
by the sloops engaged in the expedition. I cannot forbear to recommend to your excellency, Japtain 
Perrelty, master and owner of the Danish sloop Dolphin, who rendered great assistance by his knowledge 
of the coast, and his good conduct during the cruise, and whom I beg leave to recommend to your par- 
ticular notice. 

I have great pleasure in restoring to the rightful owner the sloop captured from the pirates, and 
request your excellency to give the necessary orders to have her delivered to him, I also enclose several 
sets of Danish papers, taken on board the piratical vessel. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration and respect, 
Your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
JOHN D. SLOAT. 


To his excellency Governor Von Scuo.ren, of St. Thomas, St. John’s, &c., de. 





(No. 5.) 
Government House, St. Thomas, March 12, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this instant, and am extremely 
happy at the successful result of the expedition. 

I shall take a pleasure to lay your communication before my government, and beg you will be 
assured how much the community, and I, feel obliged to you for the assistance you, on every occasion, 
so readily afford this island. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 

P. SCHOLTEN. 
To Lieutenant Commandant, Sioat, commanding the U. S. Schooner Grampus. 
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(No. 6.) 
Ponce, March 12, 1825. 

Dear Sm: I have the pleasure of communicating to you the agreeable information (at the request of 
Colonel Renovals) that the chief of the pirate you saw passing in front of the port, and in pursuit of 
whom you despatched the expeditions, under the command of Lieutenant Pendergrast, has been captured, 
with twelve of his associates, on shore, near Guayama, all desperately, if not mortally wounded, par- 
ticularly the leader, Cofrecinas; who landed wounded, and then fought Captain Marcanos until he had 
three bullet and two sabre wounds; he cannot survive. 

The commandant and alcalde prese nt you their sincere and warm thanks for the service and aid you 
have rendered this place in capturing this pirate, and wish to be remembered to yourself, Lieutenant 
Pendergrast, and the other officers of your expedition. They wish soon again to see you, and hope you 
will remain in port long enough for them to show you some particular attention. 


Your friend and servant, 
JAMES J. ATKINSON. 
Captain J. D. Stoat, of the U. S. Navy. 


Many of Cofrecinas’ confederates on shore are arrested; five from here sent to St. John’s. 


© 





U. S. Scnooner Snark, Thompson’s Island, April 3, 1825. 


The enclosed report from Lieutenant Commandant Isaac McKeever, of the U. 8. steam galliot Sea 
Gull, which I have the honor to transmit, gives an account of the successful result of an expedition on 
which I had sent that vessel, with the barge Gallinipper, on the 20th ult. 

On the 21st ult., Lieutenant McKeever fell in with a party sent by Captain Maude, of H. B. M. frigate 
Dartmouth, for a similar purpose, and having made an arrangement to act in concert, they, thus united, 
proceeded to the accomplishment of their object, viz., the capture or destruction of a piratical schooner 
and boat, which I had been confidently informed had committed a piracy but a short time before, and was 
then equipping for another cruise. 

Although the schooner, when captured, had on board a paper professing to be a license for her as a 
cruiser on the co ist, yet, from the want of the captain general of Cuba’s signature, or that of the gene- 
ral of marine, to this document, her complete state of preparation for action, the training of her guns 
on the boats as they approached, the abortive attempts to fire on them, several times repeated, the actual 
commencement of a fire of musketry, and the quantity of American property found on board and in their 
lurking places on shore, with the erasure of all the marks by which either its owners or the vessels in 
which it had been embarke d, could be ascertained, J have not the least doubt of her piratical character. 

The vessel, and a boat which was the next day captured (all the crew of which escaped on shore), 
were on the 30th ult. lost in a violent squall on the beach. I have directed the prisoners to be sent to 
Havana, there to be delivered up to his excellency the captain general, with all the papers which were 
found, and a succinct account of the circumstances attending the capture. 

sefore closing this, I must be allowed to express the great satisfaction I feel at the destruction of 
these vessels, and the capture of so many persons prepared to prey upon the commerce and sport with 
the lives of our unprotected fellow countrymen engaged in the pursuit of a lawful and peaceable 
occupation. 

To Lieutenant McKeever, and the officers and crew of the Sea Gull, great credit is due for their 
constant and unremitted exertions, in defiance of fatigue and hunger. The ability of the first named 
officer has been conspicuously displayed on this occasion, and we are under no small obligations to Lieu- 
tenant Ward, the officers and men of H. B. M. ship Dartmouth, for their efficient co-operation, and their 
strenuous endeavors to effect our Common object. 

Nineteen prisoners have been brought in, of whom six are wounded, Eight or ten were killed, and 
the remainder escaped to the shore, where they effectually concealed themselves from pursuit. 

lam, with very great respect, your obedient and very humble servant, 
L. WARRINGTON. 





U. S. Sream Ganuior Sea Guit, Thompson's Island, April 1, 1825. 


Sir: 1 have the honor to give you a detailed account of the late cruise on which I sailed from 
Matanzas, immediately after the reception of your orders of the 19th ultimo, taking with me the barge 
Gallinipper, 

At Stone Key, I met If. B. M. ship Dartmouth, under the command of the Hon. Captain Mande, and 

ras informed by him that some of his boats were then cruising to windward, in company with his B. M. 
bo thon rs Union and Lion; continued our course, and fell in with them the next evening at Cadiz Bay. 

As they were also in search of pirates, but without any particular or certain information of their 
haunts, of which I was possessed, I deemed it proper to propose a co- operation; it being perfectly under- 
stood that I was to have the conducting of the oo This proposition was cheerfully acceded to, 
and requesting that the schooners should not leave Cadiz Bay to go to windward within three days, I on 
the Sea Gull under charge of Lieutenant Rudd, and took with me, independent of the barge, which wa 
well manned, two small eutte rs, with five men in each, and, in company with a British barge and to 
cutters, under charge of Lieutenant Ward, of the Dartmouth, we made the westernmost point of the 
entrance of Sagua Ta Grande, where we were detained forty- eight hours in consequence of strong head 
winds. The day after we arrived there, our water being nearly expended, the British barge, and Galli- 
nipper, Lieutenant Cunningham, sailed in quest of some, although it was blowing a heavy gale from the 

vastward, and on the evening of the same day, the Gallinipper was capsized in a squall, Dut, with the 

assistance of Lieutenant Ward and his crew, our officers and men were saved, and the vessel righted; 
she rejoined me, with the intelligence of. the accident, a few hours after it happened, having lost part of 
her arms, ammunition and provisions. 
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Notwithstanding this very serious misfortune, after pledging myself to procure provisions, we 
determined not to abandon the pursuit of our object, but upon the very last extremity; accordingly, the 
next morning (the 25th ult.), the wind abating, we made another effort, and gained the mouth of the river 
Sagua la Grande about noon; at this place I found a fisherman, and compelled him, much against hig 
inclination, to pilot us to the Key of Jutia Gorda, one of the places of our destination, and at about 4 P. 
M. descried the masts of a vessel lying nearly concealed by the bushes under said Key. We immediately 
pushed for her, and when we approached within hail she hoisted Spanish colors, and ordered us to keep 
off or she would fire into us, having her guns trained and matches lighted, with which they made several 
ineffectual attempts to fire the gun pointed upon the advancing boat; the channel being very crooked and 
narrow, the boats grounded several times; at length, one of the British cutters succeeded in passing the 
bar, and as two boats abreast could not approach, the officers and crews of the others were ordered to 
jump overboard and wade to the shore; where, taking a commanding position on the bank of the inlet in 
which she was anchored, and within twenty yards of her, | ordered her commander instantly to come on 
shore, and not fire at his peril. After much hesitation, and reiterated? threats to fire upon us, he obeyed; 
by this time every one on board was in great confusion. Instead of coming to me, he and a man who had 
accompanied him, attempted to make their escape; the commander, however, was seized, but his com- 
panion fled to the mangrove bushes. I now directed him to order his colors to be hauled down, and to 
surrender his vessel and crew. He did order his colors to be struck, but at the same moment a musket 
or pistol was fired at the cutter then close alongside, which was immediately returned, and a general fire 
ensued; the leader of the band, availing himself of the confusion, attempted flight; I fired at and 
wounded him; he fell, but rising very soon and attempting to fight his way through our men with a long 
knife, he received several other wounds, and was retaken, Many of the pirates, in endeavoring to make 
their escape by jumping overboard to gain the mangrove bushes, were shot; whilst others, seeing no 
chance of escape, were driven below by the boarders and musketry from shore. 

On taking possession of her, she proved to be a schooner mounting two six-pounders on pivots, four 
large swivels, and several blunderbusses, and completely equipped for a complement of thirty-five men, 
which was the least number she could have had on board, as we took nineteen persons, and can account 
for eight killed. Several effected their escape into the mangrove bushes, and we are induced to believe 
that others were killed, whose bodies are supposed to have floated out to sea unobserved, as there was a 
strong ebb tide. Among the prisoners are six wounded, one of whom is their chief, and calls himself 
Antonio Ripol. We were fortunate in having but one man wounded, a British marine, who received a 
slight cut in the arm. 

After securing the prisoners, we searched the schooner, and discovered that, with the evident inten- 
tion of blowing us up, they had placed lighted cigars in and near the magazine, which were soon carefully 
removed. We also found many articles on board, of American produce, (and to all appearance but 
recently taken, as the cases were quite new and clean:) New York hats, shoes, flour, rice, cheese, butter, 
lard, &ec., &c., and to confirm their character, if there had been the least shadow of doubt remaining, we 
found the counterpart of these articles concealed in a thicket about twenty yards from the vessel, which 
was approached by a meandering path, and could only be discovered by careful search, so cautious were 
they in their operations. The following morning at daylight, Lieutenant Ward and myself took with us 
three boats and proceeded to windward, leaving Lieutenant Cunningham in charge of the prize, prisoners, 
&c. We soon after discovered a large schooner, rigged ‘Regla boat,” gave chase, and, at 11 A. M., the 
crew, finding we were gaining fast upon them, made for the nearest mangrove island, jumped overboard, 
and effected a precipitate retreat to the bushes, leaving everything standing, with a keg of gunpowder 
open near the galley fire, and quantities of it strewed all over the vessel. The powder was instantly 
thrown overboard, and the fire extinguished. She proved to be the boat whose crew had murdered the 
five men belonging to the American brig Betsey, that was wrecked on the Double Headed Shot Keys, in 
December last. After a long and ineffectual search among the mangrove bushes, for the fugitives, we 
took the boat in charge, and pushed on to the Key la Cosinerra, where they sailed from in the morning, 
being their place of resort and establishment; this we burnt, and returned to Jutia Gorda at midnight, 
the officers and men being nearly exhausted, the latter having been at their oars from daybreak. 

The schooner and boats being laden with the property found secreted in the woods and elsewhere, 
we set fire to the buildings on the Key, consisting of two very large huts, and some outhouses. 

At this place was an old man, of more genteel appearance than the rest, whose situation was so sus- 
picious, that I thought proper to bring him with me. I have since discovered that he is the commandant 
of Sagua la Grande, and, in some way, intimately connected with these pirates. His papers I transmit 
to you separate from those found on board the vessel. Having distributed the prisoners on board the 
different boats, we got under way, together with the prizes, and sailed for Sagua la Grande, where, 
according to previous arrangement, we met H. B. M. schooner Lion, Lieut. Liardet commanding, who 
politely offered to receive the prisoners on board his vessel, to relieve us of the inconvenience of having 
them in deeply laden boats, and they were accordingly removed. We now continued our route to Cadiz 
Bay, and rejoined H. M. schooner Union and this vessel, reached Key Mona in company, on the evening 
of the 29th ultimo, where we found the Dartmouth still at anchor, Captain Maude, when informed of the 
capture in which his boats had assisted, expressed a strong desire to Communicate with you, previously 
to the prisoners being disposed of for trial; I in consequence repaired to Matanzas to inform you of his 
wish, but finding that you had sailed for this place, 1 instantly returned to the Dartmouth, and made 
application for the prisoners, upon which they were removed to this vessel. 

I regret to have to add that, in a heavy squall on the evening of the 30th, the prize schooner parted 
both her cables, and having the ‘‘Regla boat” in tow, they were both driven ashore on Stone Key, and 
bilged. The property, however, was taken out the same night, and the greater part of it saved, by the 
united efforts of H. M. schooners Union and Lion, and this vessel, after which the wrecks were fired. 

The handsome manner in which we were seconded by the officers and crews of the boats of H. M. 
ship Dartmouth, merits our highest approbation; nor can I, in justice, omit mentioning the cheerfulness 
and alacrity with which Lieutenants Cunningham and Engle, Doctor Dubarry, and Mr. Barron, secretary, 
and the men throughout, performed their several duties; manifesting a degree of enterprise and zeal, 
amidst all their privations and fatigues, highly creditable to them. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration and respect, sir, your obedient servant, 

I. MWKEEVER. 
To Com. Lewis Warrineton, Com. U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies, &e. 
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Extract of a letter from Commodore L. Warrington to the Secretary of the Navy, dated — 


U. S. Sream Gatnior Sea Guit, Mantanzas, April 27, 1825. 


Their present plan of operations confines them to their hiding places, on the shores and keys of this 
island, until the appearance of merchant vessels induces them to go out, and a certainty of the absence 
of our cruisers, or their boats, enables them to consummate their intentions, by the capture of the vessel 
and destruction of the crew. No sooner is this effected, their plunder secured, and the vessel disposed 
of, than their position is changed, and a new rendezvous, far removed from the scene of their late exploit, 
is selected. If to this method of carrying on their depredations, we add the fact, that many open boats 
and small vessels, apparently coasters, are also engaged in tbis business, you can readily perceive the 
difficulty, if not impossibility, of suppressing piracy on these shores. The most certain, and I may add 
the only sure way to end it, is to explore often those parts of the coast where you have reason to believe 
them to be, to harass them by frequent excursions, and to seize for examination all boats or vessels which 
are of a suspicious character. It not unfrequently happens, that vessels having a commission to cruise 
for a certain time, for the protection of the island trade, commit piracies; and the schooner called “El 
Socorro,” lately captured by the Sea Gull, &c., is an instance of it. If she had been suffered to pass 
unmolested, the injury done our commerce, and the loss of our citizens’ lives would have been doubtless, 


very great. 





Extract of a letter from Commodore L. Warrington to the Secretary of the Navy, dated — 


U. S. Sure Constetiation, Matanzas, July 7, 1825. 
There are several Colombian privateers cruising off this island, which gives rise to the many 
accounts of piratical vessels which are published in our newspapers. One of them is a small schooner 
of thirty-five tons, and might easily be taken, at a distance, for a vessel of that character. 





U. S. Sip Constetnation, Thompson’s Island, June 22, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the United States ship Constellation arrived at this place, 
where she will remain for a few days, on the 14th, after landing Mr. Poinsett at La Vera Cruz, as you 
have been already informed. Your letters by her have been received, and shall be attended to. I shall 
be compelled to send the Sea Gull to Norfolk for repairs, as she is in a crazy condition. The Grampus I 
shall also send to the same place, early in August, to procure a new mainmast; and, as the Hornet also 
requires a considerable quantity of stores and sails, which we have not here, I shall direct her to repair 
to the same place in July. The two first of these vessels will have been out ten months, and the last 
twelve months. Their equipments and repairs will not delay them more than two or three weeks, and 
when the Porpoise, which I am daily expecting, arrives, we shall be able to watch the coasts of Cuba 
narrowly, and, I trust, effectually. The John Adams, Spark, Terrier, and Grampus, are now cruizing off 
different parts of that island. The Sea Gull is on an expedition with the barges, and the Fox, on her 
arrival from the Main with Mr. Bolton, will be put on the convoy and barge service with the Terrier. I 
shall, as soon as I can complete my arrangements in this quarter, proceed to St. Domingo, as directed by 
you some time since. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


L. WARRINGTON. 


I have directed Lieutenant Thomas B, Barton, of the marine corps, who goes home on a sick ticket, 
to report himself to you. 
The Hon. Secretary or tHE Navy, Washington. 


Navy Department, May 24, 1825. 


Sm: Circumstances connected with the health and efficiency of the squadron under your command, 
have induced the determination to make, at least, a temporary removal of so much of the forces and 
stores, now at Thompson’s Island, as can be effected without inconvenience and loss to the public. 

Pensacola has been selected as the place to which they will be transferred; and I enclose to you 
copies of communications received from the War Department, ordering the surrender of the fort, and 
adjoining barracks and houses, for the use of the navy, You are, therefore, hereby authorized to receive 
the possession from the military officer in command there, and if it be not convenient for you to go to 
that place, you will order some officer under your command to receive it for you. The stores, now at 
Thompson’s Island, you will, as far as convenient, receive on board the vessels, thus preparing them for 
as long a cruise as their size and condition will permit. If, after this, any stores remain, you will send 
them to Pensacola, in the Decoy, or such other vessel as you may provide for the purpose. The marines 
now at the island you will dispose of as your discretion may dictate, and as they may be most useful in 
vessels, and at Pensacola. 

It is believed that you will find full accommodation, both for men and stores, in the fort, barracks, and 
houses which the War Department has ordered to be transferred. 

You will place the public property left upon the island in the best and safest situation, so that it may 
be kept from injury: and its possession and use resumed, whenever it shall be found expedient. 
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It is n 
will requir 


necessary protection and 


ot intended that you shall altogether desert Thompson’s Island. The public interests there 
e you, or one of the vessels under your command, to visit it frequently, so as to afford every 

¥ , : ° <4 od } Veane y . 70 
security to those who are upon it, and the commerce which passes by or is con- 


nected with it. . 
In the disposition of your force, after leaving Thompson’s Island, you will exert that sound discre- 


tion on wh 


ich the Department so confidently relies; protecting our commerce, watching attentively the 


movements of the pirates, and guarding vigilantly the health of those under your command, All these 
objects will, no doubt, be best promoted by the vessels continuing as constantly at sca as possible, 


touching s 
shores of t 


eldom, and remaining a very short time, at any of the ports either of the islands, or on the 
he gulf. 


I repeat, for your consideration, the suggestion that you place your vessels at convenient distances 
from each other, directing each one to cruise backward and forward on a given position of the coast, and 
looking very frequently into the creeks, inlets, &c. 

After effecting the changes mentioned in this letter, you will communicate fully, and minutely, to 
the Department the situation of all your vessels, and your wants as to officers, men, and stores, and 
make such suggestions respecting the whole as you may suppose useful to the public interests, and 
especially to the principal objects for which the squadron is maintained in the West Indies and the Gulf 


of Mexico. 


] 


SAML. L. SOUTHARD. 


am, respectfully, &c., 


Com. Lewis Warrineron, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies. 


The S 
orders Iss 


Navy Dep: 


Derarrment or War, Jay 16, 1825. 
ecretary of War’s compliments to the Secretary of the Navy, and transmits duplicates of 
wd in relation to the delivery of possession of the fort of Barancas, near Pensacola, to the 
utment, until the further orders of the War Department. 


Quartermaster Generat’s Orricr, Washinglon City, May 18, 1825 


Sir: An order will this day be sent from the Adjutant General’s Office for the removal of the troeps 


from Baraa 


was to Cantonment Clinch. 


You will transfer the post, with the barracks at and near it, to such officer, either of the navy or 


marine co. 
store hous« 


I 


‘ps, as the Navy Department may designate; and, if there is no building there suitable tor a 
, you will, if practicable, furnish one of the public buildings in Pensacola for that purpose. 
am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TH. S. JESUP, Brigadier General, and Quartermaster General. 


Captain D. E. Burcn, Assistant Quartermaster, Pensacola, Florida. 


The tr 


stores on lh 


(Orpers No. 37.) 


Apsetant Genxerat’s Orrice, Washington, May 13, 1825, 
oops stationed at Fort Baranecas will be immediately removed to Cantonment Clinch, and the 
and belonging to the Quartermaster General’s and Ordnance Departments, will also be removed. 


The post will then be delivered over to such officer as the Secretary of the Navy may designate. 


Comm 


GENTL 
the United 


unicated by order of Major General Brown, 
R. JONES, Adjulant General. 


}), 


Navy Drparruent, September 15, 1825, 
EMEN: You are hereby appointed to select a site for a naval establishment at Pensacola, and 
States ship Hornet has been ordered to be prepared immediately for sea, under the command 


of Capt. Woodhouse, to take you to that place, 
You will assemble at Norfolk, Va., on or about the Ist of October, and proceed to Pensacola as soon 


as conveni 
with a full 


ent; and on your arrival enter upon the discharge of this duty, which has been confided to you 
reliance on your judgment and discretion, 


You are already aware of the disadvantages which have resulted from the injudicions location of 


other yard 


s; and, in making a selection in this instance, you will take into view the actual expense and 


conveniences, as well as the practicability of defence. 


After 
ment with 
Departinen 
complete t 


having made choice of the site which may appear most suitable, you will enter into an agree- 
the proprietor or proprietors, for the purchase of the land, subject to the approbation of this 
t; if, however, this cannot be obtained, and you deem it important to the public interests. to 
he contract without such sanction, you are authorized to make the purchase unconditionally. 


You will take care to secure not only as much land as will be required for present purposes, but as much 
also as may, at any time hereafter, be wanted. 


Any n 
necessary, 


plated to be erected by the War Department for the protection of the harbor, 


laps, Charts, or other documents, in the possession of the Department, which may be considered 
will be furnished upon application, You have herewith an outline of the fortifications contem- 
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After accomplishing this important object, Capt. Warrington will either remain at Pensacola, or 
proceed wherever his duties as commander of the naval forces in that quarter may require his presence; 
the others will return in such manner as may be found most expedient. 

It is presumed that the whole may be completed, and your report upon the subject made to the 
Department, previously to the meeting of Congress, . 

I am, respectfully, &c., SAML, L. SOUTHARD. 

Ww. Barnerince, Esq., 

Lewis Warrincton, Esq., 

James Bippie, Ksq., 

Captains U. S. Navy. 





Pensacota, November 4, 1825. 

Sir: Pursuant to your instructions to us of the 15th September, we embarked at Norfolk on board 
the United States ship Hornet, as soon as she was ready for sea. We arrived here on the 25th ultimo, 
and since our arrival, have been engaged in the necessary examinations and inquiries for ascertaining the 
most eligible position within these waters for a navy yard. 

The Bay of Pensacola is extensive and capacious, easy of access from sea, and affording secure 
anchorage for any number of vessels of the largest class. The depth of water on the bar, as laid down by 
Major Kearney, of the topographical engineers, is twenty-one feet. From the report to us of Lieutenant 
Pinkham, of the John Adams, whom we directed to sound, and from all the information we have been 
enabled to collect, at least this depth of water, we believe, will always be found on the bar, even after a 
long continuance of northerly winds. The northerly winds sensibly affect the waters on this part of 
the coast; they, however, seldom continue long. The ordinary tides do not rise more than three feet; 
but these tides run with considerable rapidity; thus affording facilities to vessels working in or out of 
the harbor against an unfavorable wind, 

The position which we have selected as in our judgment combining the greatest advantages for a 
navy yard, is in the vicinity of the Barancas, and to the northward and eastward of Tartar’s Point. 

Here we found the necessary depth of water nearest the shore; an important consideration in respect 
to the expense to be incurred in carrying out the wharves required for naval purposes. Here too the 
works erected for the defence of the navy yard, would give additional security to the harbor, while its 
vicinity to the Barancas would admit of assistance to it in case of need, from the troops stationed there. 
Here, we are, in our opinion, susceptible of complete defence, at a less expense than elsewhere within 
the bay. The position is wholly protected, by Tartar’s Point, against the swell of the sea, which strong 
southerly winds set over the bar, 

It is favorably situated for rendering prompt assistance to vessels approaching the harbor. Its 
healthiness is not surpassed by any other part of the bay, and fresh water is there abundant, and of a 
wholesome quality. 

Other positions, in other parts of the bay, have engaged our attention; but, upon mature considera- 
tion, we are unanimously of opinion that the position which we have designated, is the most eligible 
under all circumstances, and combines the greatest advantages. 

The accompanying sketch exhibits the position which has been selected, and embraces the quantity 
of land we recommend to be retained for a naval establishment. 

That part of your instructions which directs us to purchase the land, we are not necessitated to act 
upon, as the site we have selected already belongs to the government. It appears from the report of the 
comnissioners appointed to examine the land claims in West Florida, that Mr. Roseblane claimed 800 
arpens, Which embraced Tartar’s Point. This claim, however, was rejected by the commissioners, and is 
therefore presumed to be not valid. 

It was our intention to have returned by land, as being preferable to taking a public vessel from the 
station; but it has been deemed necessary that the John Adams, now lying here, should leave the West 
Indies, on account of the debilitated state of her crew; we shall, therefore, embark in that ship as soon 
as she is ready for sea, and proceed in her to the Chesapeake. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servants, 
WM. BAINBRIDGE. 
L. WARRINGTON, 
JAMES BIDDLE. 
fon, Sami. L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





Navy Department, December 2, 1825. 

Sir: The instructions which were given to Captains Bainbridge, Warrington, and Biddle, to select a 
site for a navy yard and depot on the coast of Florida, in the Gulf of Mexico, have heretofore been sub- 
mitted to you, and I have now the honor to present to you a copy of their report, with a sketch exhibit- 
ing the position, which is, in their opinion, best calculated for the object. 

Great pains have been taken to acquire the most correct information and safest guides, in making a 
location for this establishment, and no doubt is entertained that the one recommended by these officers is 
the best within the range prescribed by the law. 

Should it meet your approbation, immediate measures will be taken to erect the necessary buildings, 
and make the improvements. . 

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
The Prestpent of the United States. 
Approved December 3, 1825. J. Q. ADAMS. 
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Extract of a letter from Commodore John Rodgers to the Secretary of the Navy, dated — 
U.S. Sur Norrn Carouina, Gibraltar Bay, July 5, 1825. 
I contemplate leaving here to-morrow, with all the vessels of the squadron, consisting of the North 
Carolina, Constitution, Erie, and Ontario, for the head of the Mediterranean, touching at Algiers, Tunis, 
and Tripoli, on my way up; and shall probably not reach this again before some time about the Ist of 


October. Our relations with the Barbary States continue on the same friendly footing as they have here- 


tofore done. 


Extract of a letter from Commodore John Rodgers to the Secretary of the Navy, dated — 
U.S. Sip Norrn Carouna, Gibraltar Bay, July 7, 1825. 


Just at the moment of unmooring, to proceed up the Mediterranean with the squadron, I have 
received a communication from Mr. Pulis, our consul at Malta, of which the enclosed are copies. It is, I 
find, the opinion of the best informed people in this quarter, that, in the event of the failure of the Greeks 
to establish their independence, a large portion of their present marine will become pirates, and that they 
will, it is most likely, as in former times, prey upon every defenceless merchant vessel that falls in their 
way. The noble cause in which they are engaged, would almost forbid such an idea; yet, as the like 
has happened heretofore, at different periods of their history, it may happen again; and for this reason 
1 shall keep an eye to that quarter; particularly as our commerce to Smyrna, at this time, is very con- 
siderable, and I am told, progressively increasing. Should the winds prove favorable, I shall, it is likely, be 
in the vicinity of Scio by the last of this month. The appearance of the squadron about this time in the 
Archipelago, will no doubt have a good effect; and should anything occur, before I leave there, to render 
it necessary, I may probably leave one of the sloops there, to protect our commerce against any lawless 


depredations that appear likely to happen, 





Extract of a letter from Commodore John Rodgers to the Secretary of the Navy, dated — 
U.S. Sure Norra Carorina, Gibraltar Bay, October, 1825. 


I wrote you from Smyrna, on the 30th of August, by the brig Cherub, of Boston, informing you of 
the movements of the squadron up to that date. At that time there was some cause for alarm, on account 
of the prevalence of a bowel complaint with which many of the officers and men of the squadron were 
affected: but, by the early and judicious applications, and unremitting attentions, of the medical officers, 
the virulence of the disease was soon arrested. In addition to this, there have been some cases of fever 
on board each ship, by which the service has lost a valuable young officer in Midshipman Pleasanton, who 
was, at the time of his death, attached to the Erie; and Mr. Adam Marshall, the schoolmaster of this ship, 
whose exemplary deportment had gained him the esteem of all who knew him. The officers and crews of 
the several vessels of the squadron are again very generally in the enjoyment of good health: and the 
returns herewith sent you will show, that, although there might have been cause for alarm, at one time, 
the proportion of deaths for the last six months, considering the number of men, and season of the year, 
has been very small. 

In my last, I mentioned that I should probably put myself in the way of seeing the Greek and Turk- 
ish fleets, before my return to Gibraltar: and with this intention I accordingly left the Gulf of Smyrna, 
on the 9th ultimo, shaping my course for Napoli di Romani, (the present seat of the Greek government, ) 
at which place I arrived on the 12th ultimo. Here we were received by the government in the most 
friendly and courteous manner. 

The present embarrassed condition of the Greek government is such as to prevent its authority being 
much regarded by the licentious part of the community; the consequence of which is, that already several 
piracies have been committed in the Archipelago, principally, however, upon Austrian and French vessels. 
The morning previous to my leaving Smyrna, the commander of the Austrian naval forees sent into that 
place seven Greek boats, which he had captured for alleged piracies committed. 

Piracies are carried on now by such boats only; but, it is feared in the event of a dissolution of the 
government, and which some think is not at all improbable, that their misery, and the want of the common 
means to support life, will necessarily oblige a large portion of the Greck sailors to become pirates, to 
avoid starvation; and in this event, that many of their larger vessels will be employed in this way. 

Under this state of things, I have left the Ontario at Smyrna, for the protection of our commerce in 
the Archipelago, with orders for her commander to join me, at Gibraltar or Mahon, by the middle of 
December, provided a necessity for his long continuance in that quarter should cease, but that, in the 
event of such a change taking place as to render the presence of a greater force necessary, to apprise me 
of it without delay. 

Our relations with the Barbary powers continue on the same friendly footing as heretofore. On 
leaving the Archipelago, I shaped my course for Tripoli, with the intention of calling at that place; but 
was prevented doing so, in consequence of meeting one of the Bashaw’s cruisers, to the southward of 
Malta, returning home with two Neapolitan vessels, his prizes, which he had captured on the coast of 
Calabria; from the commander of which vessel I learned that our consul was absent from Tripoli, and had 
been for some time. From this I steered for Algiers, and after looking into the bay, directed the Erie to 
anchor, for the purpose of communicating with the consulate there; and after doing so, made sail for this 
place, where I arrived on the 9th instant. 

The Erie has just arrived from Algiers, which affords me an opportunity of enclosing to you Captain 
Deacon’s report, and of closing this communication. 





Ape: 
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F, 
Unirep States Fricate Unitep States, Callao Bay, October 2, 1824. 

Sir: By Mr. Hunter, I had the honor to forward a copy of a commission and other papers, furnished 
a privateer fitted out by General Rodil, Governor of Callao, previous to the departure of the Franklin from 
this station; and, as Commodore Stewart will lay before you his correspondence with the vice King on 
the subject of those vessels and the legality of the papers under which they sailed, I have no doubt but I 
shall be furnished, without delay, with your instructions what course I am to pursue towards vessels sail- 
ing under the Spanish flag, without their commission being signed by the vice King, and commissioned 
only by a governor of a province, holding only the rank of a general in the army. One of the vessels 
commissioned by General Rodil, and fitted out at this place, has been burnt by Admiral Guise, after having 
lost her topmast, and otherwise injured, whilst this ship was in chase of her. 

There is now lying in this bay two other brigs and a ship, ready for sca, no doubt furnished with the 
same papers that they sailed under on a former cruise; and, notwithstanding I have the assurance of the 
governor that they have orders not to capture neutral ships, I have no doubt but they will capture our 
ships should they fall in with them, particularly those that have provisions on board. 1 cannot, therefore, 
but hope, that the force on this station will be increased, either by sending out a line of battle ship or one 
of our large frigates and one or two schooners, as it is impossible to protect our commerce on such an 
extent of coast as Chili and Peru; indeed, we have valuable ships in most of the ports on the coast, from 
Valparaiso to Panama, and, in most of the ports, ships can be taken out by the smallest privateers, as they 
generally lie at anchor where there is no fort to protect them; it therefore requires a force to be constantly 
moving up and down the coast, and it is absolutely necessary that one vessel should remain constantly in 
this bay, and another at Valparaiso, and others moving along the coast with convoy. 

Our force in this sea is now much less than that of any other nation, and our commerce is greater 
than that of any other, except the English; indeed, the English and Americans have the exclusive trade; 
not a flag is to be seen on board a merchant ship but those of England and the United States. 

The Peacock is now at Quilea, to protect our commerce at the Intermedios, under orders to join this 
ship, after being absent six weeks. The Dolphin is at Valparaiso for the purpose of giving convoy to 
ships bound to this place. I have this day given orders for her to join me at this place without delay, 
that I may have force sufficient to watch the movements of the Spanish forces now ready for sea. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC HULL. 


Hon, Saw’i L, Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


U.S. Frieate Untrep Srates, Callao Bay, November 2, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the Peacock arrived in this bay on the 25th ultimo, from 
Quilea, where I had ordered her to protect our commerce. She was absent six weeks, which was the time 
limited by my orders given to Licutenant Commandant Kennon. 

At the time the Peacock arrived I was absent with this ship, having left this bay for Huacho, for the 
purpose of convoying to this place several vessels which had been ordered off by the Peruvian squadron, 
under Admiral Guise; those vessels, such as wished to enter the bay, are now here. 

Immediately on my arrival, I dispatched the Peacock to cruise for a few days off Pisco, to gain intelli- 
gence, if possible, of the course the Spanish squadron had taken, and what part of the coast they were 
destined for; as I consider it necessary to watch their movements as closely as it can be done, without 
giving them cause to suspect the object for which the Peacock is sent out. 

The Dolphin is now at Valparaiso for the purpose of giving convoy to such of our merchant ships as 
may be there, and wish to avail themselves of it. | however received information last evening from Val- 
paraiso, and find that there is not more than one or two vessels that are bound to this part of the coast. 

As the Spanish squadron is out, and it has not been ascertained where they are bound, and there 
being several valuable ships at Truxillo, and other small ports on the coast to the northward, I shall 
dispatch the Peacock to Twuxillo for their protection, and to convoy down two American vessels that will 
be ready to sail in three or four days; she will probably be absent twenty-five days, when she will return 
to this port, touching at the small ports on the coast, to give convoy to such vessels as may wish to juin 
her. 

With very great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC HULL. 
Hon. Samven L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





U.S. Frieate Uniten States, Callao Bay, November 4, 1824. 

Str: I have yesterday been informed that the American ship China has been secured by the officers 
of the customs of Callao, for having transhipped a quantity of goods to the American brig Rimac without 
obtaining a permit to do so. 

By the best information I can get, I have every reason to believe that the transhipment was made 
without a permit, and I much fear that the vessel and cargo will be condemned. The ship and cargo is 
said to be worth one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. I consider this seizure a very unfortunate one 
on many accounts, and more particularly so, as the China is well calculated for a vessel of war, and I 
have no doubt but she will be fitted out for that purpose, and be on a cruise in a few weeks. 

I have already had the honor to apprise you that the Spanish squadron was at sea, and expressed 
my fear that they would capture neutral vessels; as yet, I have not received information that they have 
made any captures, but, from the temper and feelings of the Spaniards towards foreigners, and particu- 
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larly Americans, I have no doubt but they will detain our ships on the slightest ground, and send them 
in for trial, and the case of the Nancy and other vessels captured and condemned, is evidence of what 
may be the fate of others that may fall into their hands. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


ISAAC HULL, 


The honorable Secretary or THE Navy, Washington. 


U.S. Frigate Untrep States, Ancon, November 14, 1824. 

Sir: IT have this moment received a letter from Mr. Tudor, our consul at Lima, under date of the 18th 
instant, an extract of which I have the honor to forward: 

“| heard last evening that a bando would be issued to-day, declaring all the small ports, from Pisco 
to Truxillo, in a state of blockade, and that all persons transporting goods from Ancon, Chorillos, &., 
would be shot.” 

I have not as yet received any confirmation of the above, but I have every reason to believe that the 
Spaniards will do all in their power to embarrass American commerce, and any measures that will do 
it most effectually [have no doubt will be adopted. 

With great respect, T have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC HULL. 


Hfon. Samw’L L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





U.S. Frieatre Unirep States, Harbor of Callao, January 23, 1825. 

Sir: Since the departure of Mr. Campbell nothing material has taken place. General Rodil still keeps 
possession of the castles of Callao, and is determined to defend them to the last extremity. He has from 
time to time postponed the trial of the China, in the expectation of the Spanish fleet returning to Callao, 
I have, in consequence, remained a greater part of the time in the bay, for the accommodation of Captain 
Goodrich, who has been alternately on board my ship and on shore. 

I have no expectation of a favorable result in the case of the China. General Rodil is now closely 
invested by land and sea, and if his course was marked by such injustice when he was amenable to the 
authority of the vice King, it cannot be supposed that he will now relinquish anything in his power which 
would enable him to protract a siege. 

The Chilian frigate O’ Higgins, and two Columbian vessels, are in the bay; also four gun boats which 
were brought over from the Spaniards by the captain of the port a few nights since. 

The China being endangered by the fire from these vessels, which approach the town every night, I 
wrote General Rodil, requesting that she might be sent out of danger until the trial was concluded; but 
I have received no reply; in fact, it is impossible to have any communication with him; my boats are 
allowed to approach only within a certain distance, and there met by a Spanish boat, into which Captain 
Goodrich is received, and no one but himself suffered to land. 

The Dolphin arrived in this port last week from Valparaiso with a convoy of American vessels, having 
touched in with them at Coquimbo and Quilea. Judge Provost having requested a passage to Quilea, the 
Dolphin will leave to-morrow for that port, and having landed him, will proceed to Valparaiso. 

So soon as the affair of the China is concluded 1 shall go down to Haunchas for a few days, and on 
my return shall stop at Santa to obtain a supply of wood, after which I hope the situation of affairs will 
enable me to go to Valparaiso, leaving the Peacock here. 

I have great pleasure in telling you, sir, that the officers and crew of this ship are all in good health, 
and that I have from them the most cheerful compliance with my wishes. 

I have the honor, sir, to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC HULL. 
To the Hon. Samven L. Sovurarn. 
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G. 
List of deaths in the navy, since 1st of January, 1825. 
cache Sede dinshohininsesitelcyieasine | a aNL iad: Sasa BaAmmEeiaa 
Name. | Cause of death. | Place of death. | Time of death. 
as wages? eee : a ] 
Captains. | | | 
Thomas Macdonough......eeseeeeeeees Consumption ..... eee ...., November 10, 1825. 
Lieutenants. | | 
Joseph Wragg. ..eceeseeeeeeeee soseese| ComeRptiOn .....| Norfolk. ......+ f April 18, 1825. 
Samuel Hanley.......sescececsesccees | Yellow fever...... | Matanzas ...... .., July 14, 1825, 
William Laughton.........eseeesseees | Yellow fever...... | RE MOR ewe ceases | July 22, 1825. 
I We iin 665 6 66 ceesevccses Not known....... | Boston ..........| August 24, 1825. 
William M. Caldwell... ...ccccccccsecs Not known....... | Philadelphia...... September 16, 1825. 
Henry Ward......+.- Lua eas Not known....... | Near Boston...... July 9, 1825. 
Richard S, Meter. .......6csseveceons Kffects of fever....| New Jersey...... March 28, 1825. 
Walter Abbott........... Teer eT Tee Not known.......| Philadelphia...... July 12, 1825. 
Albert G. Wall. .........06. iirc ee Liver complaint...) Virginia ......... August 31, 1825. 
Se a Yellow fever......| Key West...... ..| January 12, 1825, 
SECC e Ce TOE eT eee eee eg ee ae. ee July 17, 1825. 
Dutany Porrest....0. 200 cceccesccecees Yellow fever...... | At sea.......-...| October 1, 1895. 
Benjamin S. Grimke... eee eee eee eee ee Drowned ....... : BPO 6 cscenvnns November, 1825. 
Surgeons’ mates. | 
Johan Harrisons. os cscs cccccscccccces Not knowi....... ' Washington...... March 4, 1825. 
Jos. B. Stillman........c.scee. iste Yellow fever......| Key West........] March 28, 1825. 
C. H. Van Brunt. .......-ee0. eer ee Yellow fever...... Pp MMONS sa cenenes July 28, 1825. 
| 
Midshipmen. | 
J, Be DOCH. cscs ccs ccscccceccceses| Fellow fever......| At sea...........| September 11, 1896, 
Bh. W.. BORO soc seiccceesceccesccucses Yellow fever...... | At S@B...cceseee. 
he a eae c dene wwes ceainan Yellow fever. .... | 2. ae «+e July 27, 1825. 
Theo. Bland, jr..... TRAN OR ROO Os Yellow fever...... } Ae MOR S oo keewees September 13, 1825. 
Motest F. Miartit.c sess ccccccss VO eee. 2 eer July 3, 1825. 
ee ee er rn Killed in a duel...) Old Point Comfort.| September 23, 1825. 
George F. Weaver........ ee ey | Yellow fever......) At sea........0.. October 5, 1825. 
George B. Wilkinson. .........+. sseeee| Yellow fever..... »| BAFFANCASs 22.66. 
Dale TE, PRN sk os as csv ic saicccv ces] FOV cc 00 .-+--| Mediterranean .... 
C. M. Hopkins........+-. peeetawcsexist PO ic sscvswas | Mediterranean .... 
| 
| 
Sailing masters. | 
Shubae] Downes. ......cccsccesccceees | Old age.......... ¢.... eereerreee June 13, 1825. 
Pe TO ks oda wes esse vencscs | PRN tccnsccal Philadelphia ..... July, 1825. 
David Phipps........++2+.--- vacsees] GRP ORG. ccsscsces| New Haven...... April, 1825. 
Boatswains. | 
John Welch. is. ccccccsccceccccevccces | 
Gunners. | 
James Cosgrove. ..sccccsccccccesccess| secesesece aie ees | Ree’ving ship, N. Y.| October, 1825. 
| 
Marines. | | 
H. W. Gardner, Lieutenant...... errr | POPC uses cae | SOOM i iedeue April 25, 1825. 
| 
Hi. 


List of resignations since 1st January, 1825. 
Richard K. Hoffman, surgeon; W. D. Conway, surgeon’s mate; Chever Felch, chaplain; R. S. Bullus, 
A. Barnhouse, E. R. Childs, J. J. R. Flournoy, D. 5. M’Cauley, Parmenio Shuman, Edwin Welsh, Simon 
W. Walsh, John W. Hunter, jr., midshipmen; G. F. De la Roche, W. W. Polk, sailing masters; S. G. 
Clark, James Minzies, Thomas Ring, boatswains; John Fair, Samuel Butler, Elijah Whitten, gunners; 
S. B. Bannister, sail maker; J. Lowry, lieutenant of marines. 





K. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orricr, October 1, 1825. 


Sm: In obedience to your directions, the Commissioners of the Navy have the honor to transmit the 
following estimates and statements: 
Estimate of the expenses* of the navy for the year 1826, marked A, with— 





" * The contingent expenses have been increased about $35,000 to defray the expenses of breaking up the stations on the lakes and at 
New Orleans and Barrataria, and transporting the articles from thence. 
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Statements, explanatory of the several items, marked B. 

Estimate of the expenses of this office for the ensuing year, marked ©, 

Statement, showing the names, stations, salaries, and places of nativity, of all the persons in the 
office of the Navy Commissioners, marked D. 

Statement of the progress made in executing the law for the gradual increase of the navy, marked FE, 

Statement of the progress made in executing the law for building ten sloops of war, marked FP. 

Statement, showing the names and force of all the vessels of the navy, when and where built, cap- 
tured, or purchased, and the state and condition of the vessels in ordinary and on the lakes, marked G; 
and 
Statement, showing the progress made in executing your instructions to break up the establishments 
at the lake stations, marked I. 

All of which are respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


WM. BAINBRIDGE. 
The Secrerary of the Navy. 





a 


Statement of the expenditure of the appropriation for the support of the navy, from the 1st January to 30th 
September, 1825. 































} 


| 
‘Amount of requi- Amount of re- Amount expen- 





Appropriations, | sitions drawn on funding requi-| ded, 
| Treasury. | sitions drawn. | 
| 

a —_—a a | ieee nce hadeiverhnateeeesnecence 
Pees, OF CRO MAVY GHORE. v6 cic ci esc cseces ----| $612,401 91 | $104,489 07 | $507,912 84 
Pe ae. OF TARE BURTIORE 5 5b co c0ccecccsese panel 233,932 76 | 9,130 83 224,801 93 
PEN <tlcbpecdcarwes eben ke Lia www ewn ‘ewes 288,687 OL | 13,296 77 275,390 24 
Contingent expenses, prior to 1824.........4. ees 25,744 61 | 25,276 81 467 80 
Contingent expenses not enumerated, 1824..... Meet 1,463 04 110 25 1,352 79 
Contingent expenses for 1824 ............ irkvewae 49,9150 43 | 53119 31 44,796 12 
Contingent expenses for 1825 ...........eeeeeeees 194,999 44 | 3,406 30 191,593 14 
Contingent expenses not cnumerated, 1825......... | RIGS PS eke suves enisis 1,128 16 
CO Rese ceeehhs chek babbaeee Puen cece awrsws 26,235 48 33,859 T4 ce eresees 
Ee eee ee (ee Ckewhew enue nee 37,922 89 | 1,272 67 36,650 22 
Repairs of vessels ........ eT ee eee errr s Kees 257,685 99 7,508 57 250,177 42 
Gradual increase ......... eT eee ere Tre er eT soos! 277,793 64 34,210 38 243,583 26 
Pay ae CMON EE. occ cess ew sccs senses | 955 21 | 7. ie, Mt CLE ELE 
Pay of laborers, &c. ........00. TTT TTT eer Ts er ere sae | ff  Mererrey eer errs 
Sn NE ee ree ee ee eee ree ee | 4,019 70) | 1,344 96 2,674 74 
ESSE ETO T ete eT eT TOS eT TTT wi Sieee Te lvcecsiaees : 3,716 50 
Prohibition of the slave trade ........0. cece eee ees | 8,948 35 | 109 50 8,838 8&5 
Suppression of piracy ....... POCRED CER OSM O ARCO ME eS ee epee ery 8,374 90 
et ee a teeiack eens 24,520 36 | 3,455 78 21,064 58 
nevy yard at Portamouth, No 4. 2... .....s000008 | Lee ME hiviiwsvnvnce 1,145 08 
Navy yard at Charlestown, Mass.............0000+ | Ce merece 14,111 90 
Navy yard at New York .......... (caweuenneenee | oe eee er ere 25,314 03 
Navy yard at Philadelphia ........ pe tee nes axes eu TyOOO OE Li svevasveves 7,509 O04 
Ce SE OG WT UMEINLON 8. cic decdeccccseseoces | a sos 8,809 29 
Navy yard at Norfolk, Va...... Leese eNodd bedewes 12,398 44 |.....-. anes 12,398 44 
Building ten sloops of war ...........6.. (Kietiwes 165004 BE hv ksstvannesve 78,594 22 
Repairs, &c., sloops of war....... base ne eeaee (bklos saber bed een< | 1,502 97 Scabies 
Surveying Charleston, 8. C.—sSt. Mary’s, Geo....... | 5,093 40 | 3,199 12 1,894 28 
Destruction of tools by fire...........260. piseekoules (sorneadow ee G6 OG [een sus cee ee eee 
WRC CONE OF FPUNUIR sins cc ssccnvevecsccvene | 03 11 19 50 73 61 
Captors of Algerine vessels..........0.0000- ‘wwe! BGS TE iveveeseiness 161 53 
Act for the relief of Joseph Smith ................ | rt OP. lesvdccwins Pa 157 80 
Act for the relief of Elias Glen.......... ee | a ere 100 00 
Act for the relief of Charles D. Brodie......... owes] LARD hiveccssces a 1,000 00 
Act for the relief of William Townsend............ | See ER esaviwxssons 926 14 
Act for the relief of John 8. Styles ...... seosees val 10,633 06 | reer esas. 10,633 06 
Pay, &c., of the marine corps ........... Tre ree 120,401 41 |}. 2.555 peaks | 120,401 41 
Clothing Of the marine Corps 6... 6.2.50. ceeseceess OE TE hiwscvxces a 19,382 76 
ee Oe NEN CONTE iivncc ib icdeese ccc sccecse ee a eee ave 3 5,668 58 
Medicines, &c, (on shore) marine corps.......... vel Fe AD lewwscccanes a 1,266 49 
Contingent expenses marine corps ..........666 ‘te 7,731 93 | 31 47 | 7,700 46 
Arrearages of expenses marine corps....... erry SE TE Anvitecwvenn — 4,683 78 
Military stores marine corps ........ iW ae er RAE SS hivvcasevecas. | 1,345 25 
Navy yard and depot on coast of Florida .............. kee woeews a ee ee TTT eee TTT 





$2,385,072 62 | $255,704 31 $2,145,900 64 








RICHARD CUTTS. 
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A. 


There will be required for the use of the navy during the year 1826, two millions two hundred and 
ninety thousand three hundred and twenty dollars: 

Ist. For pay and subsistence of officers, and pay of seamen, other than those at navy 

wars, MINE STALIONS, BHA 1M OTGINBTY.0 6 oo iceieisicc ccedasccscossccccccsvessess 

ad. For pay, subsistence, and allowances of officers, and pay of seamen, &c., at navy 

yards, shore stations, hospitals, and in ordinary. .......0cccecccecccecccccceccs 141,613 25 

3d. For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, and all the civil establishment at the 


$908,595 50 


52,240 00 
377,871 25 


navy yards and StatiONS...ceceereccreececcnrceccccsccseseecsecceeeeeseerees 


Ath. For provisions. .......0ccecccccccccccccc cece cece cecnscnccctecseccescessseees 
For repairs of vessels in ordinary, and for wear and tear of vessels in commission, 


5th. 

exclusive of any unexpended balance that may remain under the appropriation for 

1825 ape rerermarseucieger cercne Tone onciieie it eueinne ye (eel ohen onal osene gene reiey (0X0 {HS Oh SOnO ER 6/01/01 6:6: 6:8. @: ONS. e 8166 Oe 350,000 00 
6th. For repairs St RO VORIOME OF HAYS FORME iin ike ee i eedndes deer cacccvecsccess 170,000 00 


‘th. For medicines, surgical instruments, hospital stores, and all other expenses on account 
45,000 00 


i ele ee hk UES SAKA KSEE RERS ORES WEEN NS RSS k OReew eee owen 
8th. For defraying the expenses which may accrue during the year 1826, for the following 
purposes: 
For freight and transportation of materials and stores of every description; for wharf- 
age and dockage; for storage and rent; for traveling expenses of officers, and trans- 
portation of seamen; for house rent or chamber money; for fuel and candles to 
officers other than those attached to navy yards and shore stations; for commissions, 
clerk hire, office rent, stationery, and fuel to navy agents; for premiums and _inci- 
dental expenses of recruiting; for expenses of pursuing deserters; for compensation 
to judge advocates; for per diem allowance to persons attending courts-martial and 
courts of inquiry, and to officers engaged on extra service beyond the limits of their 
stations; for expenses of persons in sick quarters; for burying deceased persons 
belonging to the navy; for printing, and for stationery of every description; for 
books, charts, nautical and mathematical instruments, chronometers, models, and 
drawings; for purchase and repairs of steam and fire engines and machinery; for 
purchase and maintenance of oxen and horses, and for carts, wheels, and workmen’s 
tools of every description; for postage of letters on public service; for pilotage; 
for cabin furniture of vessels in commission; for taxes on navy yards and public 
property; for assistance rendered to public vessels in distress; for incidental labor 
at navy yards, not applicable to any other appropriation; for coals and other fuel 
for forges, foundries, steam engines, and for candles, oil and fuel for vessels in com- 
mission and in ordinary, and including the expense of breaking up the stations on 
the lakes, and at New Orleans and Barrataria, and for transporting the articles from 
thence, and for no other object or purpose Whatever..s..eccceceeeecceesceeseesee 240,000 00 
ADDITIONAL, 
For contingent expenses for objects arising in the year 1826, and not hereinbefore 
5,000 00 


MORN ELAN GIS CUI eae me oss grea 6 0610S) ot aaioy 02 elie sael aineiio eine wloer ener ewellelieve leo: wie eiaree bibiele ee Rebelo eet 





$2,290,320 00 
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B. 


Estimate of the pay and subsistence of all persons of the navy, attached to vessels in commission. 





| 
| 
| 
































l l hae | 
(2 |g. ize | sg] Sb] a,ie | 
‘S | @28 2s. af | &8 : | = 

| es | 22 | 88 so | 22 | 2 | Ga | ; 

Rank or station. = ae “a = v A at x 5 5 8 | gg : 3 

| @ Ce |j2SSi ae ik: | oe | »o | ¥ 8 

| a, _— x2 | 22 7° i @ |; I 

| |; & ° ns» = > | ~ | Ss | = < 
Captains ...+.+seeeeeeeee 2 3 OC 9 1 Pere | ee . pee 8 $16,900 00 
Masters commandant. »-+.) Sashes 5 3 | ry ore: (pao an | 9 9,765 00 
Tientenants commandant .| c.scccce | scescvce | scccccee | cecvieee Gi heetbe ic ecurl 5 2 | 7 6,116 25 
Lieutenants. cesccseeeees 10 | 24 | 30 12 | 10 | 4 | 97 64,262 50 
Masters.cocc scence teers 1 | 3 | 1 6 3 | r 4 2 | 19 10,853 75 
Second masters ...e+++++s a A cene eee | cescece © || sansiawes coves | cocecces ccccccce | 1 360 00 
Chaplains ..-+++eeeeeeeee | 1 | 3 1 eescuws pel aeaeieee Sl eet Coe | 5 2,856 25 
ik RR sks sicevecc vase] 1 | 3 1 6 3 | 5 | sete eeee | 19 13,133 75 
Hi Pree oon ks 6 ckbsbes wean 1 | 3 1 6 3 S| sseesses | 19 10,853 75 
i Boatswains...++++ eo eseere| 1 | 3 1 6 3 ppeneles Tea 14 4,637 50 
1, GENNOTS s0500s0020000000 : | 3 | 1 6 3 oases | stew ones | 14 4,637 50 
a Carpenters .eeeseeeceeers oy 3 | 1 6 3 ae ae | Seas | 14 4,637 50 
Sailmakers......seeeeees 1 | 3 | 1 6 3 eiikieie | wee’ 14 4,637 50 
Midshipmen.....se00ee--/ 40 «| = 78—|| 20 2 | 30 30 | 2066 (|e 62,928 00 
Surgeons’ mates ..-.+++++, 3 | 6 | 2 6 | 3 ere re 2 22 9,927 50 
Schoolmasters ..+++eee+++| 1 Sees ann ° | 0000 sce jpaeaoee coccccee | soceccce | bese as 1 391 25 
Se ee Lasanne | . 4 3 1 6 3 5 | ee ale 19 5,700 00 
ATMOrers.+eeeeeees peoees | 1 | 3 | 1 6 3 tienes 19 4,104 00 
Boatswains’ mates. ++++-+| 6 | 2 | 3 12 | 6 10 | 2 | 51 11,628 00 
Gunners mates..++++++++ | = | 6 | 2 12 3 4 | 2 | 33 7,524 00 
Carpenters’ mates.... +--+! 2 | 6 1 6 | 3 5 | 2 | 25 5,700 00 
Sailmakers’ mates «+-++++| 2 3 | 1 6 3 i limes] @ 4,560 00 
Masters-at-arms ..+++ +++! 1 | 3 | 1 6 3 Sh seis | 19 4,104 00 
SIE casciveresccns] 1 | 7 1 6 | ee ee eee 3,024 00 
Ship corporals....+++++-. | 2 | 6 1 weccccce | sescecee | sescccee | coccccee | 9 1,944 00 
Coopers. eeeseesereeeeee! ne 3 1 6 | 3 sxst seer | wibweees | 14 3,024 00 
Cooks ..occeescccecsecee| 4 3 | 1 6 3 . | 2 | 21 4,536 00 
Quarter gunners ......++- | 20 | 36 | 10 48 18 10 | 2 | 144 27,104 00 
Quartermasters ..++.s++- 10 «| 24 | 6 30 12 10 | 2 | 94 20,304 00 
Match sssabesen ses | 3 | 9 | 3 18 6 5 | po aa | AL 9,504 00 
Pursers’ stewards...+++++! — 3 1 6 3 5 2 | 21 4,536 00 
RINE cicasktnces hobabe | 280 | 480 | 129 420, 180 100 | 14 | 1,603 230,832 00 
Ordinary seamen...-..+- + 260 | 510 | I3t | 240 |, 150 40 | 6 1,337 160,440 00 
Disidesersienencaess .| 40 | 60 | 22 | 60 30 1 wisn | 242 17,424 00 
iA cateveniesnscss! | 1,308 355 1,050 B01 303 | 50 | 4,268 $752,890 00 








Statement of the number and pay, &c., of officers, &c., &c., required for five receiving vessels, for the year 
1826, erplanatory of part of the first item of appropriation. 




















| rs 3 | 

| | x g . 

Rank or staticn. S ‘a i = & = 2; 

| B e = = = 8 5 

| & A a a | é a 
Masters commandant. ....cccccccccsccsceccess - 1 1 Oe 1 sige aul: | 3 «| $3,255 00 
TSPTUCHATIEE oso 000 0000 00000500 40980006 580000 2 2 2 2 2 | 10 6,625 00 
SS Pee TELE ee ee ee ay 1 eee | 1 pity abue 3 1,713 75 
Masters..o++sccccereceececes © cccececceces tees 1 | 1 | sees | 1 eoeceece | 3 1,713 75 
Surgeons’ mates oe-eeseeseseees pebebeseebe bane | 1 1 | seeeeees | 1 isthosee | 3 1,353 75 
Midshipmen.....++++++++ eeeeeeeee sceecsccee| 3. OC 3 2 3 2 13 2,964 00 
Boatswains’ mates ..-+eeeeeeeees ccc cece cccces i | | 1 1 1 1 5 1,140 00 
Carpenters’ MAates..see rere sceeeeesessereceenes : 4 1 | 2 1 saeasee 4 912 00 
ee cu ciwecdekenesbnseaereabin 1 | 4 1 | 1 1 5 1,080 00 
WOKE. os c's'0s 0010000 0000000000 '0000. 0000 0006.20, | 1 | 1 | : y 1 1 5 1,080 00 
Able seamen ..--seeceecccscecsecceeres peels | 2 | 2 | 2 | 2 2 10 1,440 00 
Ordinary seamen..++«-- Tet oo 6 | 6 | 4 | 6 2 24 2,880 00 
ii ebtkisiKetscservaowesencenes paepwends 4 wag 2 4 | 2 | 16 1,152 00 
25 25 16 2 | 13 | 104 | $27,309 25 








OT: es. 


—— ETE 


ee ae 


eo 


SOE oo ae EY 
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Statement of the pay, &c., of officers attached to recruiting stations, together with one captain, as ordnance 
officer—explanatory of part of the first item of appropriation. 



































2 
-i2}|.i|* 
Rank or station. es o 3 os g 2 Amount. 

2 & Be, < iS a 

3 2 a x) a |, 9 

=) 4 B | 4 a |e 
Masters commandant .cceceecseccccccccceceresesereeseeseseveesceeeeees 1 iI 1 1 5 $5,881 25 
Midshipmen .s-eeeeeeeeeeeeees BEC COCO ECOUOCE BROCCO RE EE ACC eccccee 2 2 2 2 10 4,232 50 
Surgeons sececeececceceees sovcevcceccececcessecescss essences sscees vous 1 1 | i | eee 5,239 00 
Surgeons’ MACS «seer sececcecseccccseccceccesececcecesceces seve ssecaees seco | wees ween | wake 1 1 938 75 
7 Wit 7) MRR OR COCeOC OCC EC. Bitarsla eel sila ieeinale ce elesneeaseeeeeSel: 4 | 4 | 4] 4 | 4 | 20 $16,291 50 

ORDNANCE DUTY. 

Wis taineaaadiaecieaieaen timinwm tem Se 


One captain. seressceccccccreccsercceeeceerecereesreeecseaees 





Exhibit of the officers, &c., awaiting orders, and on furlough, explanatory of part of the first item of appro- 














priation. 
| | | | g | 
'=ra | i wt 2 
1ow| 2 | ; «& gs | | 
ee 2 ee 2 a | | 2 | wv. | & | 
n 3 | ° | * = y | | 
5 a a | & | ‘3 5 z = $ | & |, | Amount. 
PiSFI ELSIE PIE S| Piel 3 
| oO jf | 48 | wz | s) mo & a |ul]o]| & 
| | | | | | | | | | 
Awaiting orders ..+secseessseeeseeeee] I | >) eo) a Fle 2 | | eeee | 159 | $97,945 75 
On furlough. .0sccccccccccssscccccess| coce | 2 | 16 | 9 esee | 1 11 | sees | 1 | 40 | 12,229 00 
| | 3 | 5 | 12 | 54 | 8 | 1 | 199 | $110,174 75 


Miauminininncne| | & | | oe 





Statement of the pay and rations of the naval part of the establishment at yards and stations, explanatory of 
part of the second item of appropriation. 














| an ee See oe 
oe | | @ | é | | a | PA E | | 
be; ela l 2!) Je ledi a] 2] | 
; <3 = | © | Yoo | ee | o | Boe) = | Amount. 
2 oe S646 22 ch Ge 4. Rae are 
ioe |eiai fi szizaia | Fis! 2 
| Ay o a v) = a = ae. A 7) a 
| | | | 
CMO! | Fi PF} Pi Yl] ®] a] at 1 10 | $24,410 00 
Masters commandant....ssesseeeeeeeees) 1 | 1 | 1 L | 1 | L [oscccslecccee|sccoeetes a 7,057 50 
I nantes! & | xk | 8 e) 8) Fh eis |..eeee} 6 | 4,522 50 
Pas arcsveviasiscitevivesesxesee| 1 1 1 1 a ae rece Pree sere l.eeeee| 6 | 8,975 00 
Masters. .....- ceeceretcccccccccesceccsleooees! . pit lait sales | wer a ] 662 50 
Master in charge of ordnance ......-.ees seen acieeeeeeiooees 1 . cel ecece o| cece [emai 1 662 50 
Master keeper of magazine. ....eceeeeee cove eejsenees lessees eee coe] L Jrcccccjececocleccoes oierateiese leseeee) 1 662 50 
ihs2210) 1 JOGO OER DUBOIS DECO LOCO OOOOCCOO in | | 1 1 1 1 | 1 Jeeoeee 1 seeeee 8 | 6,260 00 
Surgeons? mates .osccssccccescccccccessiecccee| 1 | DL eeeeee! LL seneae teeter ceees accel 24 2,170 00 
PATROLS |. 650.6 c\00cicise ese cocccocccccccces| 2 | 2} 1 1 | F To ccieccie d lao 35 5,300 00 
Sieh k Rete eesceneceseredicvevee] 2 | 1 sreterefiersiee OP cicatanieeckeai: & | 1,987 50 
PO neneaniiseneteteas| 81 © | W leseveslevecsst @? leisses|serereliconssfaccneal Dn] Sele 
Bontswains..o.ccssccssccsccsccccsccces| 1 1; 1 >i £) 3% : . a[eccees] 6 | 2,535 00 
GUNNETS ..cecrcccscccccccroccccccscces! 1 ei 3 1 0) 1 Waa fiveneatee wadalvesees 5 | 2,112 50 
Gunner as laboratory Officer..s+ee ccceeees soevee soeree STO eee aay ee Peer) rere”) Ceres ney £41 422 50 
Ne ne Oe mE | 1 1 1 Ol Br lisa iui icon. & 1,843 50 
Carpenters’ mates, as caulkers......+ 00. 1 © | & 1 Te SE Ree Beeeres eee re wate | 6 1,915 50 





DR reels ssiomanconcvincdivavnslsceees ere POnner! tare Rees Miele aur lauean banenlen ee | 92 | $70,968 50 
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Statement of all allowances to officers, dc., at yards and stations, other than pay and rations—erplanatory of 
part of the second tem of appropriation. 


———— — - - — Se —— = — eS 


| 


| Portsmouth. | Charlestown. | Brooklyn. 




















| ' | 
. | . | fis cae 
fe | 2 | =e 
| | 18 _— a | | 3 
Rank. | 1 woes | - | i ge Ye a 
3 5} | 3 So | 3s | § 
H ° io : | | 2B a ae = | ow 
- — ~ | ! we aw 
5 we ee : Pia Ziz F r,t zig 

*) ex he | 

“ 3 ° 2 4 o S a.) = & Ss | 8 
) = 2 2 = Pe >) = 2 

a 3 - w so =| a 3 2 
3 = > g 5 5 > | 3 5 z | 
A s 3 3 iS) 3 

| Bo 3 ° : = eS 3 : = a S h 
| = oO oO A = o i) A _ oO o vA 

a © 7 | ar | € i 

Captains ...-+0++ coeecseees shee SG Sbebensioseeseeel OD 30 shee ee 30 soceceee| 65 30 


300 | 
— 200 | 20 | 20 | 
200 «20 12 1 200 | 20 12 


Masters commandant...-++seecceesceees| 300 
Lieutenants .2.00sescccces ey ee yy 200 20 20 
MIGGIRIN. oon sb ube o oe esebpee enone s ess 200 20 12 


i 
o 
to 
oS 

= me BO tO 
= 
ri 
bo 

m bo GS 


1 
MIGEITE EMANTMENDE ose hesas nas eoer ees eoasaees'lcsaees looses) (<8 se | > oc ayeow| oe # | sipr cles) '<15%ieisioi|'piniioewrnre)]\oiere sleie'| ceteitie's |isiere see's 
Surgeons ..-2sccesesecsoseccccccsseeees| 200 | 20 | 20 | 1 | 200 | 20 | 20 | 1 | 200 | 20 | 20 
Surgeons’? mates... sccecccsccccccceccee seceeces secnes seers sineeene 145 | 16 | 14 1 | 145 16 14 
Dic acscseenavcsacccss| GO | Oe | 2 1 2 | Oe 1 we i ee 1 | 200 | 20 | 12 
Chaplains ..ccecceessccccccccccccscccee eveeeree seeeee seanas conees 250 | <00%%% | evens iviecse, MBSR Unuwesl seca tooweas 
SGI RUAIND cob ainese dose need bbonese0 05s] 90 | 2 9 1 | 90 | 12 9 1 90 12 9 | 1 
9 1} 90 | 12 9/ 1 {| 90 | 12 9 |} 1 


Gunner's laboratory officer .+++eeesee cee cone eeee cesses ceaeee eeeeee een aaee Bees saaees seneee sees ceee senses lerenee ceeees 





Pcs asians 


eS ae ee te 
Sa nN ee 


IRONING, 66h ass 506550008 040000006500 90 | 2 
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Statement of all allowances to officers, &e.—Continued. 








Philadelphia. | | Washington. Gosport. 





Rank. 





ae ee ee ee oC L_.. 


3 : € 2 
5 F | a 5 
-|£ | ee te ee ae . i 
° ¢ n > ° n > i S| e 5S | a 
r= ris | EiS!| @ (fii = |B | ow 
5 e ° 5 e ° g a) § i is 
i n 1 ial Ps a oe + - n S a nm S 1&8 
| o 4 “ = © z <d 2 ° Po | 2 > 1a | 2 
wn = wn “= n = n “= n = an C2) wa 
; os = i=] Ft = =S =| = e so :18] gs eS s g 
| = . = 3 5 . a = S| 3 | oo | & = 
| 3 Sp | = = Co oS iy Ec 3 2 | 2 = 3 2 |= 
ieee sical 
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RE i chckiskentise bios dnncakedseed tend caass 65 80 3 |..06--/ 65 | 30) 3 ..0--) 65 | 30} 3| 300 | 65 | 30 | 


Masters Commandant. cccccccccsccccerseecee| 200 | 40 20 9 2 
SRDREMONIN s ane ee seeds eeesaseeeseoanenese] BON | 9) 12d 1 2900 20 20 1 200 20 = 20 
1 1 


2 
ees eres cee sees 
nti ekbsdabednkuceoskilaensaveres| “OOD Ob (8 1 | 


Masters of ordnance .-+e-ceeccceccesescecsesiseccee sone cece cece! 104 lecee cocrceneleoccetiscecleceslecce|scceeelecee! secelecce 
Surgeons ...esccecccccccecsscccseccseesecss| 200 | 20 20 1 200 | 20 20 200 | 20 | 2 


1 0 
Surgeons’ Mates... sccccccessecccccvcevccesisocess seve cove sooo! 145 | 16) 14 1 145 16 | 14 
1} 200 20 | 12 | 1 |.sseceleceelsoeeleoes 


PUrseTSsesessescreseeeceeccretceecceeeeeses| 200 20.6 12 1 200 | 20 12 | 
ATARIRINE <2 00 airs s vi'o'0 2 0.0% 00010 00000500 00 0% |0 01006 | 4500 |s000|e000| 500010 | ame pose line oe| 250 PT RES NER Eee Ne RON, Dee 


Boatswains 2+ coccccceseccse cece cscces cece 90; 12; 9] 1 90 | 12 9; 1 90|12; 9 | 
GUMNMETS.. 2. 0000 ccce coccccce cccce- cecseecece 90 12 9 N  lssgees lowes lanes leas 90 12 | 9 | 1 leeeeee locas sees ecee 


Gunner's laboratory officer: «2.20 0s.505066 0000) 0000sslscs0! cevelecce|coeeee| 12 9 D vekeeslsawelceealsceat Aneel eae ia wets ae 


| 1) 200 20/20) 1 
} 1) | 


| | 
cores eee eee eeee 





Statement of all allowances to officers, d&e.—Continued. 
sa i geek bi nce cece Aen cee : 
| 





New Orleans. Sackett’s Harbor. 


Charleston, S. C. | 
| { 
| 

. . | 


© 


| 
j 
| 
| 


Amount. 


Rank. 





Number of servants. 
Number of servants. 
Number of servants. 


House rent. 
Candles, 

Cords of wood. 
House rent. 
Candles. 

Cords of wood. 
House rent. 
Candles. 
Cords of wood. 








Captains see eeee cece ceeecee teeecceeecececeeeeeres 300 | 65 | 30 8 600 65 30! 3) 400) 65 30) 3) $9,667 50 
Masters commandant. ......seeeeeee i Gus ee OR eee he ceaeieere By Ey, eres (ee eee Pak Cees Pree, prewene: heres preery meee 4,551 00 
Lieutenants. .o.0ccoccsceccce soccccencce ses SS Pee Pe bs looms [abe es see |eees loose thee een eaen | avaal 3,163 50 


| 
| 
Meth oct ksh iebbesedessaed LAARRE MAES RORH MGSoSSl soeeesleawalaes t|ovee|veecse|sove|soee|eereleceees|voeslcoceloose| 2,875 50 


BIGGtETA GEOTEADBNOD 2s 2e2% sx pence o00 05005000200 |000000\ 0 seeioes S555 0 oo Soc se ceeleceeleccecc cece sees cece 104 00 
EC ELEREGbAUebd phbRasesdSRTEEATCSEAKaSW sdkalecnoseleidelecdeleess| BO 1 90190) DBisssttienlicmicn| 600 
Surgeons’ mates ...++ee+eeees Pe ey es ees ee pee antes (RR FS RN: HD pase alas 1,712 25 
PUrgers.ooesceccccseccssccesecs pakbesexkend canoes lixdeue thee l wee loons 200 | 20 | 12 | 1 |..eeee lvobaleewelews - 3,470 00 
Chaplains .....ccccccccccsecssees Seabee eens sos pine e'lon eee leisinici| seis 's | wisi sis oe taints . ak PS sree beara cae 750 00 
EE Ee ee ere CPE ee Oe meee | SRPMS ROPE, Ne) APOe AMET ROP, BRE OE Mee aRS uN a 1,915 50 
SPIIIET Sis Seah sues» Gace eso as Pe Ne eT, PTE Ome, Fre, Pm Orem GOO Mees, ptr J OROORG (rere MON rt eee 1,596 25 





Gunner’s laboratory Officer .2...ccseccccccccccccccces soveseloves|s0ee| cool svecce! eos tleRe' law ee lee unos nbealeseeleoest 229 25 





$34,292 75 


—_———_ —__— 








Se acre 





— 


OO od 
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Statement of the pay and rations, including all allowances, of the surgeons, surgeons’ mates, &c., attached to 
navy hospitals—erplanatory of the second item of apprepriation. 


Rank or station. | Portsmouth. New York. | Philadelphia. Washington. Norfolk. Total. Amount. 





$5,239 00 
3,803 00 
614 50 
845 00 


SUIGeONS .. seer eeeeecee sees eereeecees 
Surgeons’ Mates oeeeees sree eeeeeeeces 


Stewards ...ecceecceees coovecercceeee 


Ke oN eS Se 
° 
. 
° 
° 
. 
° 
e 
° 
ee dD we et ee 
bo £& Fk bk > 





INTE «1's ote ieleiels'ssiecsie oil sinisieisinieeiow eres | 
Washers .. 0000 csce cece sscccccccsccce sigue henremal ears aieteleies waee 849 00 
COOKE 66 siv'csce cece! veces veleeccice wiareaateyo ‘i Wan er aieiecereccee cies 470 50 
RILesAUL eVects otoxcteleiet ele s/s oio?osuiola/orniciiaie/ain'] a-aiureleie's a; ¢.s/ateraiail einiwreiwic/eiaie gaove/eis\l aioveereieideiewisie sie berce Gals ah keacs 20 $11,821 00 

| 


Statement of the pay, &e., of persons required for the ordinary, for the year 1826, completing the explana- 
tions of the second item of appropriation. 








n ] 
| a Pe | S 2 | 
| ~ n n | = = a 
| = il roy | S | 
| ¢ : 2S o | *S a» S aan] | 
Yards. | 5 aI S i © @ eS a 5 0 ' 
| me) = 2 | =. mn < 8 = -_ 
| =| 7) al | S% & = os 2 BS 3 | 3 
| > a Mm | & 5 om | = = wey pe 
| 48 & a | 8 3 | & z > | ° 
A meee ssl ence eee | | 
Portsmouth, N. I. seseseeeseeeeseceee eres sree cues eeeeanee/ sone esee sees eaee ween cues 6 10 $1,296 00 


6,629 00 
6,629 00 


GH arIeSUO Wil cicoss elseeee se eeieccan weeerciecl 1 | q! , | 1 | 1 | 12 
Se DCN iatteaet OF | = me BT atm 24 41 


bo 
ESS 
_ 
~ 


Philadelphia .e.cecceecccecceecccccccceces e Satetatoy Sarat wvoverca saree ol Netetererotel ltavaratereralern tia nieve calor 4 6 10 | 1,296 00 
MV AIEUITITRTL No cloe tte/e oo wisin's we cisielsinisie eivicle eos 6 | aieisie osw's'l slnewis sisi] ose eisicinell eacecsias 1; 6 | 8 15 | 2,052 00 








NE icehe eK ee whew lesarrnesianns ei 2 si 8 1 | WW 24 41 | 6,629 00 





Micon *% a) 8 } 3 | 4 | 50 92 | 158 | $24,531 00 
| 





Ss 


Statement of the pay of the civil establishment at the yards and stations—explanatory of the third item 
appropriation. 





Portsmouth. | Charlestown. 








| 

| | Brooklyn. | Philadelphia. 
EE Tn ae 
ae i RE = 
| a | . a | 2 | 2 a : 

s | =| e = be = 
} 3 | $ Ss | 5 | 3 $ 3 $ 
, ma a | ma & > = a 
| & 5 ; 5 | 5 5 5 
| Oe Pu aw i a Py = Ay 

CN | ETON: ON ne ne ene 


Clerk ta storekeeper. ..ecccccccecccecsceccceccee soesee| 5000? | ssisieeis A5O'OO |venesc| ye. || a 360 00 
Clerk of the yard ooo ccccee cove cece sccscsce cece cover! 600 00 |..cc..!| 900 00 (teers! OS 600 00 


Olona oruHo Continent <i 6s /scciclersls solve so, o.si0is:| eia'seiewe\| aie sietojeciexsicierss| areteietees 750 00 |ececee| ZOO OW | ewane 600 00 
Clerketoithe Cominandant «:c:s/ivsee/0.0:e 0:10 p:010s:0:s16:0'0%0)| oc.0sie} «cieseieisiere vee $30 | 360 00 | $30 | SEOMOOM | sacicee 
eT ST RTE: Se MT jeceees! 2,000 00 Sian 2000 00) | cccccs 2,300 00 
J DRIAL SiS EC OOSG GORE Oe CHOIR COCO OCC DCL COIN CHOC Geer ner coc PE ee rae ete meen br sits 


Master joiner and foreman of carpenters..ceseeses ececeslscce cece eens eeeens tent neeeeeee| eeeee sees eee eee vee 1,200 00 


Clerk to constructor and clerk of the check ..-+++-| $20 240 00 | 35 | 420 00 | 35 | 420 00 $25 300 00 





Inspector Of timbers <sociccssicscccscccwcseresieser|s woes se seeeeecceelevee eel 900 00 [eeeeee| 900 00 ...0ee 700 00 
Master chain cable and caboose maker ...eeceeees| seceeelecee ceesenes Lin nahn Laie eee aden dawa cea Gowns 
NON ics 5s nena sernssnasenedovectresrsncces| 2 300.00 | 25 | 300 00 | 25 300 00 | 25 300 00 
Keeper of magazine coscccseccceecsecces cree cece scene sence eee ee ee ceeee: [eee e eee eeee cent an ween eeee eran os ere 
IVVGRCININUVEO esa: sc050-4.0.5:6)0\6 Mine leis'e Ss aveisie see ee ener eeeeee ee eeetleneeneee anes seenee cone eee ANC Pee ee aoe al (oy ce pier 
Master WUTdCr. ce eeee cece cece cee eeee seen eenees wees reeeeeeeeeey) Sieieaiae Sica erarerarsee crated nelaoi Wail aiulalans nove cee eeu 

er@nesnvese aca nen sere oecccccceicccccs! 





Master plUmbers..esscecccecceeereeceeeecen eee eeeees|eeeeeceeeeae ceeeee oe 








$7,500 00 





$4,590 00 |... .| $7,780 00 |..++.-| $7,780 00 |...0c 


vou. 1——16 K 
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iene Sere ee iS Sia So celts a res piel 
Statement of the pay of the civil establishment, &e,—Continued, 
Washington. Gosport. | New Orleans. 
| j 
| Ps my ; cn A 
z & | : é | 4 5 mount. 
= | o | « rs) = | 7) ) 
a owes & Te —_— 
a a | a a & Ba | 
Storekeeper ..ecsecccccccscccccccccccecs tenes! BLS 70000 | oe0css] SL 900 00 lia vewe $1,700 00 $10,900 00 
Clerk to storekeeper oc. cccccceccccccceees cccece| B50'OO | cvsces BBO 00. Missense lsvaeesaseseeasse! 2,350 00 
EE RONG, Go sacdhdccikadckcdivscselessussl SE fe iecsl WOR hick iinet 4,800 00 
Clerk to the commandant.......ecees sevens soeeee| 1,000 00 |...66. TOU OD lessee Ten er 3,850 00 
Clerk to the Gommandant..c.sscsccccccsess| S40 | 480 00 $30 | a | i icnceieeunanel 1,560 00 
INE Sicdunidocnswesecadn sens lénkenst SSGUU MD Isaeeee| “SOON OO [singe lucene saseecens 12,690 00 
IDIMIEMNNICGLG eb ehee bese sasadsasesceccasd “RD ASO 00 | rcccceleccncceeccce seecee|vocccnesscccccce| 480 00 
Master joiner and foreman of carpenters..... ...... Seem ecrhe ne bmi e came Sh Casio cake ta tenere thas Ota A 1,200 00 
Clerk to constructor and clerk of the cheek... 35 420 00 35 420 00 |..00.- eC | 2,220 00 
eee on OPT ge ee OT ee OHNO teasene 900 00 \.eeeee pererrreretieee 4,300 00 
Master chain cable and caboose maker..-+-++ ....../ 1,500 00 | ceceee cececcscevee ceeeee seve cnceccee acer] 1,500 00 
PEI ipse bob eeke bebo sbsencessucbecss bees) “95 300 00 |) 25 OE Ni cic sl ciccacustcessendl 1,800 00 
GON i MRALMEINOS 5.0550 s eee bo debs och sss oes 4 les oese ob uses ese lo eeene S800" lessens filtcuaeiunwenel 480 00 
Machinist ..+.escccceeccsccaccecccescsres sevcee! 1,500 00 | ceccee cece cece ceee ceeeee cece ceccccvecces| 1,500 00 
ESS SL ee IESOUMOD” Nckadcstcawecuwemeus ite sks- stat eeeeeneeeeee! 1,500 00 
Master plumber. ...cccsescceccecccvecceees socces AECPUMID “Inwnwny lewiesee on sales [aceee +1 cosine sence ees] 1,200 00 
peeeue $14,630 00 ore $8,260 00 | ...6-- $1,700 00 $52,240 00 


Estimate of provisions required for the navy for the year 1826. 
ee me 
oe ee eT re ee rr er rar 104 
Cs ki .e ch ESOP SCEECERENKR NDE K 6 OKI TRKA CORRODE HONORE KER ESS 158 


For oflicers, CO awaiting orders coer eee eres sees eeeeeeese eres se eeeeeeeeee 159 





4,689 persos, 

AS ORS TRIION Per Gay CWC; MAKES... ccc ce ccsesvecccewensccccsess 1,902 885 rations, 
ccombopneie, putter cz dlbritpe ccc ipanis Sar EUCEE CETTE COTE TREE TTT re. 
From which may be deducted, as a balance may probably remain on hand at the expiration 
ee er eee ere er rrr eer rT rrr Te Tre Tr rr T 


Hye 





$427,871 25 


50,000 00 


Leaving to be appropriated for provisions for the year 1826 the sum of.......e0662. S8TT,8T1 25 


, 





Estimates for improvements and repairs of navy yards—erplanatory of the siath item of appropy 


Porrsmovrn, N.1.—PFor launching-ways of frigates, for wharves, for buildings for accommodation 
of officers attached to the yard, for leveling and filling up the yard, for timber sheds to pre- 
serve the timber after being hewed out, for want of which, in all the yards, considerable loss 
of timber is incurred; for repairs of buildings ........ PT CTITT TTT eT 


CirarLestown, Mass.—For stone wall to enclose the yard; for building and launching-ways of a 
frigate; for launching-ways of a 74; for causeway to connect the two building-ways with 
the blacksmitl’s shop; for cutting down and leveling the yard; for timber sheds; for boat 
houses; for mast houses; for buildings for the accommodation of officers attached to. the 
yard; for additional wharves and repairing wharves; for repairs of buildings...........- 

New York.—For eutting down and leveling the yard; for launching-ways for a frigate and 
sloop-ofwar; for a mast house; for a boat house; for timber sheds; for buildings for the 
accommodation of the officers attached to the yard; for blocks for mooring ships; for 
wharves and repairs of wharves; for repairs of buildings.............c00ccccceecccccce 


PritapeLrnta.—For launching ship commenced in 1821, which will be completed in the ensu- 
ing year, “the probable amount of $15,000;” for repairs of frigates’ launching-ways; for 
sloop-of-war’s building and launching-ways; for mast house; boat house; timber sheds; 


CN TE eT Ce ae mT Te eee re ee er 


Wasnincton.—For repairing wharves and launching-ways; for buildings for the accommoda- 


tion of officers attached to the yard; for timber sheds; for mast houses; for repairs of 


I rai a ey ei de para eed Ronit caw cutee ebeh eke deee Nokes iw ees 
Gosport.—For building and launching-ways for a frigate and sloop-of-war; for filling up the 
vard; for buildings for the accommodation of officers attached to the yard; for timber sheds; 


a one teamee: for aet ombe: Slot ON8Ei is oak vik 6 6600 6 vce cece ide Woes seas ee exes 








‘ration. 


$10,000 


40,000 


39,000 


30,000 


15,000 


40,000 


—$—$—=— 


$170,000 


o 
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Estimate of the sums required for the support of the office of the Navy Commissioners, for the year 1826. 








Commissioners of the Navy Board......... TTT TTT TCT eC TAT LTTE CETTE coscecscee $IG SCC 
Secretary seeeeeeereee ere reer reer eer reer Teer r ee TT TCT TT TT TE Tee ae 2,000 
Clerks, per act of April 20, 1818 ....ceeescees he Neiiesiayer oi eirscs oy orele tovoLes eho dll eleva) Wlexe evalh eer Scere aces 3,550 
Clerks and draftsman, per act of May 26, 1824 ......... Seaiee Sa Lol Cos ei ou.e oe eon o Gila ee wow och Senay axel e aia 4,000 
Messcnyrer. .ecececccee coeceeeeereeees ator Sion eslele vs taltere Veen awed ese or a eveolioce ule aoe ah eeatd ands nha eure eee ere 700 
Contingent CXPCMSCS..eeeeeeereeeeee Lie PARE EDA EAD AEEA WARS AE SE AKO es Teerrere re Tee 1,800 

$22,550 














Navy Commissioners’ Orricr, October 1, 1825. 

Sir: Upon the subject of the estimate C, transmitted with our communication of this date, the Com- 
missioners beg leave to observe, with respect to the compensation allowed to the clerks in this office, 
that a sense of justice impels them to remark, that the salaries generally are lower than those in other 
offices, and do not sufficiently compensate the clerks for the duties they actually perform, which are ardu- 
ous, and require constant and indefatigable attention. 

The following shows their present compensations, and those which the Commissioners respectfully 
propose, Viz: 

Present compensation. Proposed compensation. 
Ee ee ee ee ee at $1,600 00 | NP kkeeeGw Se Sok ensdatases sseces S690 
| GMA TTS ie neda eau ees Peer we) CM hise cesses Terre r TT re Te eT 1,150 
 ccetiriniscill Mibecina EOL CCCR COCO CECE CCRT 1,100 
1,000 00 seca CR CRTE LOCO CET CECT CUE CT ORT ES we 1,100 


MTN Coie arate cere nekere ie setsieie vole eeiareielie) evsiere 


MA oes OTS e a Na rero ow 5 SOO allele eer 





| Meee CTT CCT OTT Tee ee Tee 1,000 00 We wtahdiennetedess nea neueneewes 1,100 
$6,550 00 $7,050 


Pee ee eer eT eer err $1,175 


RV CAIINE 35s doce nveeeccssce ces Ql Ol 





| 
| 
NG, ck kerk eRe ce Ree ms 800 00 | coe EEE CE OCCT TROT RCO TTC CTT 1,000 
| 
| 
| 


The draftsman’s duties are also very arduous, and they are performed with great attention and the 
most minute accuracy. He well deserves additional compensation, and the Commissioners would 
respectfully recommend, as an act of justice, that his salary be raised from $1,000 to $1,100. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
WM. BAINBRIDGE. 


Jon. Samven L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





). 


Larkibit: showing the names, stations, salaries, and places of nativity, of all the persons in the office of the 


Navy Commissioners, made conformably to the resolution of Congress, approved 27th April, 1816. 





Names. | Stations. Place of nativity. | Salaries. 


| 
—__—- _—— ———_— _— _—— ——_____— - mee 


| | | 


Wm. Bainbridge.......5....>+.++| President of the board........| New Jersey .........| 


$3,500 





Jacob Jones ...eee. —exesecssas| SOONER .cccscavececees] Delaware cccsccscccc.t S28 
CW ONE eieececvwss| SOC .ccccccesersecascca| Maryland .......+. , ‘| 2,000 
ee ORO iisiicenneess| CRT ORs icccccsacccccescs| Maryland ...ccccecest 1600 
PONG HOON 6 hdd isi dives een. . en a ne 1,150 
Oe PE iitivcsweccanes| CRiC CRE ascccxccesacasccs! Deaeare cicciiccccel 1,000 
PMS TMM cise sicsvcscsvce| Olief Cer ssiccsecvccecccess| Ponneylvania.s.......| 1,008 
NOES By Ue ee kcdadiecs cases! Cite Cee cavevevescsceccacs| Marylandiccciccesss| 1600 
B.S. Randolph ..... (eveiesexcust SREP COMER csciacsasapacccae| Vilgitia sn. ..ics el 800 
DM this sievcenscce|. DEMIAME..c0sccceecasacees| Gormany..... iameas «| 1,000 
ad Mhisi Lect-shadnsine CPT CTE CEE ‘e SOME cesses eecsbanescn| MOTPION fics cccaces! 700 
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Statement of the progress made under the law for the gradual increase of the navy, showing the time of 
commencing and completing the several vessels, and (see paper, No. 1, / the expenditures for each, 


SHIPS OF THE LINE—LAUNCHED. 


Columbus, built at Washington, commenced May, 1816; launched March, 1819. Delaware, built: at 
Gosport, commenced August, 1817; launched October, 1820. 0 North Carolina, built at) Philadelphia, 
commenced February, ISPS; launched September, 1821. Ohio, built at New York, commenced November, 
1817; launched May, 1820.) Four ships launched. 


SHIPS OF THE LINE—BUILDING, 


One at Portsmouth, N. IL, commenced June, 1819 Two at Charlestown, Mass.—one commenced 
September, ISLS; the other commenced May, 1822.) One at Philadelphia, commenced September, 1821, 
One at Gosport, commenced May, 1820.) Five ships building. 


Nine ships of the line built and building. 
FRIGATES—LAUNCHED. 


Potomac, built at Washington, commenced August, 1819; launched March, 1822. | Brandywine, 
milt at Washington, commenced September, 1821; launched June, 1825. Two frigates launched. 
built at Washington, 1 September, 1821; launched June, 182 g 


FRIGATES——BUILDING, 


One at Portsmouth, N. H., commenced August, 1821. Two at Brooklyn, N. Y.—No. 8, commenced 
July, 1820; No. 10, commenced February, 1823. One at Philadelphia, commenced September, 1820, 


Four frigates building. 
FRIGATES TO BE BUILT. 


One at Charlestown, Mass.; the frame and principal materials are provided, the building ways nearly 
completed, and it is expected the keel will be laid this autumn. One at Washington; the frame and 
principal materials procured—the keel will be laid in the ensuing month, (November.) One at Gosport; 
the frame and principal materials procured—the building ways are constructing, and preparations making 
for laying the keel as soon as the ways are finished, which are expected to be completed during: the 
present year. Three frigates to be built. 


RECAPITULATION, 


Built—four ships of the line, two frigates. 
Building—tive ships of the line, four frigates. 
Three frigates to be built. 


Note.—The ships of the line and frigates now building, except the ship at Philadelphia, are nearly 
in as finished a state as is deemed advisable, until there is a probability of their being required for. ser- 
vice; by leaving them uncaulked, and giving a free circulation of air, and being under cover, entirely 
protected from the weather, their timbers are improved by seasoning, and without doubt will be more 
durable than if launched immediately on being built—they can be launched in about ninety days. 

The ship at Philadelphia will require about five months, 

Contracts have been made for all the anchors, water tanks, copper, iron, and other imperishable 
materials, except kentledge, to complete the vessels authorized under gradual increase. Contracts for 
kentledge will be made in the ensuing month, 

Although there appears on the Treasurer’s books a large unexpended balance for the gradual increase, 
yet it is not, in the opinion of the board, too much to meet the demands of existing contracts, and other 
expenditures to complete the vessels, necessarily growing out of the execution of the law for increasing 
the navy. 

Owing to the difficulty in obtaining mechanics, particularly ship carpenters, it has not been in the 
power of the commissioners to report such progress in the various operations in the several building 
yards as they could have wished, although they feel confident that every exertion has been made by the 
commandants of the respective yards. 





een 








1825.] REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF TITE NAVY. 125 


No. 1. 


Exhibit of erpenditures Jor labor and materials of every descript: on, on the ships built and building under 
the law for gradual increase. 


8 
= 














































































































a Materials. Expenditures 
xs Total cost of . per 
Description of vessels. % 5 | Am/’t of wages. in ee | for materials 
— Wood. Metal. |All other. maeberiu's | and labor. 
Y, | 
SHIPS OF THE LINE | | 
LAUNCHED. | | 
*Columbus...-. weoee- (109,325 $204,237 47 | $70,458 84 $79,885 70 | $72,849 10 | $222,693 64 | $126,931 11 
*North opeeiite 79,9307 | 115,938 03!) 112,085 69 74,991 80 | 40,236 42 227,313 91 | 343,251 93} 
*Delaware. ..eee.ee- 112,844 166,755 03¢ | 94,526 38 74,230 26 | 40,223 454! 208,980 vot | 375,735 13 
nema 75,5883 110,036 37{ | 119,328 00 62,145 86 17,010 04 198,483 90 | 308,520 27} 
1375,688 4 | $596,966 91] $396,398 91 | $290 , 753 62 S170, 319 Oly $857,471 ia. 31, 454, 438 444 
= -—— —— eee | - — ——_ <= | =———<— 
| i | 
SHIPS OF THE LINE | 
BUILDING. | | | 
TAt Portsmouth, N. Ti.) 55,169} $66,601 921 | $97,615 60 $49,150 68 $3,976 72 $150,743 00 | $217,344 921 
{At Charlesto’n, Mass. 39,751 55,012 O01 | 83,260 21 40,401 804 5,573 463 129,235 46 | 184,247 47 
| | 
fAt Charleston, Mass.) 35,2024 47,822 34 | 81,309 32 34,904 173 871 46 117,08, 00 | 164,908 163 
yAt Philadelphia.....| 40,427 55,583 40? 94,109 53 11,980 37} | 184 52 | 106,274 40 161,857 80 
TAt Gosport..ceeeeses) 42,0135 55,617 93 | 73,873 61 11,299 60 2,846 95 | 88,020 16 | 143,638 09 
'212,5634 | $280,637 613 | $430,168 27 | $147,736 631! $13,453 114 | $591,358 02 | $871,996 454 
aso | oo — mondo I — —=s | ——_—— — ———— >| ai —_——_———— = _——— oo sal Sac = 
} | 
FRIGATES L Kana | | | 
tPotomac.. coecee! 65,3794 $87,039 036 $43,531 16 $46,145 89 | $1,603 35 | $91,280 40 | $178,320 09 
idilcsisieys 69,5094 84,990 02 | 59,541 51 61,244 027 56,100 701 | 176,886 24} 261,876 26} 
134,689 $172,029 71 | $103,072 67 | $107,389 917 | $57,704 051 $268,166 64} | $440,196 354 
| See = = ——— | ——— -——— Se =o | —=>— | 
| | | 
FRIGATES BUILDING. | | | 
§At Portsmouth......) 32,9301 | $39,472 95 $55,072 57 $24,036 65 $2,111 10 $81,220 32 | $120,693 27 
§At New York......-. 36,5784 17,865 833 | 68,691 387 "23, 114 53! 3,823 50 | 95,629 42! | 143,495 26 
§At New York........) 16,756 25,276 76 65,119 52: | 5,713 64} 736 12} 71,569 28 | 96,846 044 
§At Philadelphia..... 29,0094 7,411 26! 64,764 83 | 17,198 97 | 1,991 11 83,954 963 | 121,366 22? 
8 I 2 2 i ’ t 
tabs 2745 ot 50,026 6 81; | | $253,648 361; $70,063 794 | $s 2661 834 $332,373 3 98 | $182, 400 80} 








CGirand Totals....- 8! 8, 915: $1,199, 661 | 04! (aL 5183, 238 214 | $615,943 967 $250, 138 01} $2,049,370 19} $3,249, 032 054 

















F 
Statement showing the progress made under the law for building ten sloops-of-war. 


Orders were issued from this office immediately after the passage of the law to the respective com- 
mandants of the several navy yards, at Portsmouth, N. 1, Philadelphia, Washington, and Gosport, for 
the construction of one sloop-of-war at each of the navy yards under their command, and also to the 
commandants at the yards at Charlestown, Mass., Brooklyn, N. Y., to make arrangements to commence, 
lnmediately, the construction of three sloops at each yard, two of which, at the former, and one at the 
Jatter yard, will be launched, and one at the former ready for sea, within the present year. 

Contracts for the timber, and other materials, required for all the,sloops authorized by law, have 
been made upon terms favorable to government, to be delivered within the ensuing year, in which time, 
it is believed, the entire number may be afloat. 





* From returns made up to 3lst August 

¢ From returns made up to 31st August. 

t Under ¢¢ all other materials” for this ship is included ordnance and stores, and embraces all the expenditures for equipments and 
outfits, so fur as have been ascertained. 

§ From returns made up to 3lst August. 
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G. 


Exhibit showing the names and force of the vessels of the United States navy; also, when and where built, 
purchased, or captured, and the present state and condition of the vessels in ordinar y and on the lakes, 





oe 
ag | 
= 2 
= | | 
Names of vessels. 4 2s Where built. State. Condition. 
oc | { 
S o | 
) 5 a 2 | | 
<a = | { 


Boston....+++++++++ In ordinary ........| At Boston; would require an examination 
| | | of her copper, and some slight repairs, 


~ 
— 
_ 
co 
— | 
~ 


Independence .eeeeseeeeees, 


before going to sea. 
RMR ciicdccewsnecesse) “TE 1815 | Philadelphia ......-| In ordinary ........| At New York; would require coppering, and 
| | | | considerable other repairs, to fit her for 

service. 
Washington ..scessceeseees) 74 1816 Portsmouth ....... - In ordinary ......... At New York; her copper would require 
| | eXamination, and considerable repairs 
| | would be necessary to fit her for service, 
Columbus o.-ccccecseceese-| 74 | 1819 Washington......-. In ordinary .... vase) ae Boston; weuld require an examination 
of her copper and some slight repairs, be- 
fore going to sea. 

74 | 1820 | Gosport, Va......+.) In ordinary ........ At Gosport; will require considerable re- 


Delaware ..ccecceccccecces| 820 | 
| | pairs before going to sea. 

North Carolina .....+s+e++/ 74 | 1820 | Philadelphia.......! Inservice....+ sss. 

Nich waco sberwekhecceuses! 94: 1 B20 (New York...+++++++) In ordinary seeeeeee At New York; her copper would require 
| | | | an examination, and considerable repairs 
| | | would be necessary to fit her for service. 

aliel GES sisncscccsess| 44 | 1797 | Philadelphia ....--+; In service...++- vee) 

Constitution. ..seccseseseee| 44 1797 | Boston..-.eeececoes do saxm==eeee 

eR c00sbcsseepesese-| 1814 Philadelphia .....--| Repairing...-...... At Gosport. 

Java sossesecessssseesecee! 44 | RRS: PCat iicccicss| We  xssecesnevl A Re 

Potomac ..seeeeseees cones 44 | 1821 Washington ...+.... Under cover........| At Washington. 

Brandywine .-sssseeesseees 44 | 1825 do eoeeceee! IM SCTVICE +. ee eeeeee 

Congress .osecccesccesscees, 36 | 1799 Portsmouth ........ Repairing.......+.- At Washington. 

Constellation ...esseeeeeees) 36 | 1797 Baltimore ...-++..++| In service.... esses. 

Macedonian ....eeeeeeeee+- 36 | 1812 | Captured ....-..+--) Repairing..........-| At Gosport. 

Cyane wececeee seveceeeees 2b | 1815 do seeeececee) Im servicesscore cece 

John Adams....eesecescees| 24 | 1799 | Charleston ....+..+.! do SI 

nine ccs susaesesesnces> 35 1813 Baltimore .....- eee) do pvuee ees 

cca tL ebb eaeee sebeeses| AS 1813 | do bene eens! do ee Tey 

RERPOEK aussasacesesescuse| 36 | IIS New York..++.-++-e! do sreeecceee!| 

Hormel -casenkssessssoesce| US |] S603 Baltimore «s+. sseeee! do covve. ces] 

Spark .cccecescccecccvcces 12 1814 Purchased ..++++ee.) do peGee canes 

12 1820 Portsmouth ......0. do eccccscene 


Porpoise .eseeseeceeerecees 
12 | 1821 | Philadelphia.......} do Sere ae 


Dolphin. ose esse eseeceeees | 








Grampus .sceesceeseeeecees| 12 | 1821 Washington «+++... do rete eneeee| 
Shark ...ccescsccessceceee| 12 | 1821 | do weseeeee! dO eeeene cece! 
Fulton steam frigate «..++++ see 1815 | New York......eoe- Receiving vessel..... At New York. 
WUCrE. Sven nsseespevecscsen| «sss 1815 | Captured ......e066! do do «++. At Norfolk. 
pane ssion of piracy. 
Names of vessels. Tons. Where built. | State. | Condition. 











PAPCHABEG «2005400566 ] AUN BOLVICR v0 as00 00% 








PM entskeeeckdvascsoess| 38 
Tianhe cusesoeesoeee sees et 61 | do cee eGan was do PO eo ea rn ae 
Steam galliot Sea Gull...) ssenee do seeeeeeeeee) Receiving vesscl....--- At Philadelphiae 
Decoy transport seeseeeeese| seeeee | do ebusws runs | MMMETWACR sen seeacess 
Musquito barge .ssceeseree| ceeeee | Built coecececeeceeeee do Se ee ee 
RN Lebshcerecssens| xsovee. PROB secccscsssevesss| ‘Oe Sahwieewisisies's 
Midge barge «s+. ceeeeee| coeeee (tnilbcsusmeesaeercece! do pene aemieweue 
Sand Fly barge ssocccceses| ceccee | Built cocecccceeccseee| do SAMA as 
[coe shess pene exes enn do iwane sae e ne 


Gallinipper bargesseees eres] soceee | 


On the lakes. 


Erie. Recommended to be sold. 
Ontario. Under cover at Sackett’s Harbor. 
Ontario. Under cover at Sackett’s Harbor. 


Ghent, 4 Guns. o..eeececccecseeereescers seseeresesevevcees 
Chippewa, 74 guns .-ceeeseceeeccereccccsseccscecsseseseces 
New Orleans, 74 guns...ecsescccccccvccccceeeccccccescccece 





NL RO mca 
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H. 


Statement of the progress made in executing the instructions of the honorable the Secretary of the Navy of the 
14th February last. 


On the 26th February the several officers commanding the naval stations at Sackett’s Harbor, Erie, 
and Whitehall, were required to inform the Board of Navy Commissioners of the best terms on which 
contracts could be obtained for the transportation of the ordnance and stores, &c., from the several stations 
to the Navy yard at Brooklyn, New York, and requiring them also to furnish the board with a list of such 
articles which, in their opinion, would be more advantageous to the public interest to sell than to transport, 
as well as at what prices the vessels at the several stations would sell for. 

Mr. Robert Hugunin, on the 23d March, offered $8,000 for the cight vessels then lying sunk at Sack- 
ett’s Harbor, stipulating to raise and remove them within eighteen months. The Commissioners accepted 
his offer, and his bonds, with security, have been received and transmitted to your Department. 

An offer was also made for the Lady of the Lake and the gun boats at this place, which the Commis- 
sioners thought not equal to their value, and ordered them to be advertised for sale at public auction, 
together with such other articles as the board had determined to sell rather than have them transported, 
lists of which were furnished to the commandant of that station, and similar lists also transmitted to the 
commanding officers of the two other stations, who were directed to sell at auction, in addition to the 
articles embraced in those lists, all vessels, boats, launches, &e., &c., except the Ghent, at Erie. 

Contracts to transport such articles as might be delivered for that purpose were made with Messrs. 
Dennison and Ely, from Sackett’s Harbor, R. B. Heacock, from Erie, and Ezra Smith, from Whitehall, and 
their bonds, with security for the performance of their contracts, received, and, together with the contracts, 
have been transmitted to the Navy Department. 

Paper No. 1, hereto annexed, will show the articles which have been transported under these contracts 
to the Navy yard at Brooklyn, up to the 15th September. 

No. 2 will show the amount of sales at the several stations, so far as have been received, to have 
been $52,151.27. 

It is believed that all the stores, &c., &e., at the several stations will have been sold or transported 
within the present year, so that all the persons now at each station may be transferred, except one captain 
or master commandant at Sackett’s Harbor. 
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ae ies. 


Statement of sales made at Sackett’s Harbor, Evie, and Whitehall—erplanatory of part of paper H. 


April 30, 1825, at Sackett’s Marbor....... 
May 25, 1825, at Sackett’s Harbor...........66. 
June 6, 1825, at Sackett’s Harbor............6-- 
July 19, 1825, at Whitehall... 
August 1, 1825, at Sackett’s Harbor ............ 
August 8, 1825, at Erie... . 6... cee eee eee e ee eeee 
August 10, 1825, at Whitehall .......... ee eee 


eoeree oe er eererereeoreoes 


4 


. 


. 


oeereweer ee eeeee 


ceeereeee 


eee 


eoeoeeeeeeee 


oeoeeeereeee eens 


of the United States marine corps, for the year 1826. 


A 


PAY. 


One lieutenant colonel commandant, per month $75.. 
One lieutenant colonel, per month $60 ...... 2.6660. 


One paymaster, per month $50.............000- 
One quartermaster, per month $60........ 
Seven captains, per month $40............0.06. 
Twenty-three first leutenants, per month $30.... 
Sixteen second lieutenants, per month $25....... 
One surgeon, per month $50........ceceee cence 
One surgeon’s mate, per month $40....... cevese 
One sergeant major, per month $10..........66. 
One quartermaster sergeant, per month $10..... 
One drum major, per month $9.........eeeeee00- 
One fife major, per month 
Seventy-one sergeants, per month $9.........6. 
Seventy-three corporals, per month $8.........+. 
Twenty drummers, per month $7............00. 
Twenty fifers, per month $7........00se00% 


eeeeee 


a 


Seven hundred and fifty privates, per month $6..... 


Extra pay for adjutant and inspector, per month, $30. 


SUBSISTENCE, 


One lieutenant colonel, six rations per day, 


. 


and six as commandant, 12 


see, WE Bee PRA RE BO CONE 6 6 chive cds suse one sees eenes 


One lieutenant colonel, five rations per day, is 1,825 rations, at 20 cents..... 
One paymaster, four rations per day, is 1,460 rations, at 20 cents. ... 


One quartermaster, four rations per day, is 1,460 rations, at twenty cents.... 
Seven captains, three rations per day each, is 7,665 rations, at twenty cents. 
Twenty-three first lieutenants, four rations per day each, is 33,580 rations, at 


cents. 


Sixteen second licutenants, three rations per day each, is 17,520 rations, at 


cents 


see eee eeeor ener 


One surgeon, two rations per day, is 730 rations, at twenty-five cents......... 
One surgeon’s mate, two rations per day, is 730 rations, at 20 cents.......... 


HEap-qUARTERS OF MaRINEs, 
Paymaster’s Office, Washington, 


oor pee eer ee eeeeeereeeeeseeeeeeereeeeereeeeeeseeeese 


November 29, 1825. 


perpeeerer ee eee eee e seer eeereereereeseeeeeeeeseeeeeeen 


$900 


20 


00 


Tee ere ee 720 00 
ip ieioleese aia wite 600 00 
Ter Te ee 720 00 
sevsveress 8/300 00 
sehswasnes 85900 OO 
seseceses 2,080 00 
a 600 00 
aie nis arse 480 00 
emanate ius 120 00 
Se re ee 120 00 
error 108 00 
Sehaaks wes 108 00 
ime we 
Lesvscces SOS 
eceeseees 1,680 00 
mae 2’ 
sasveseses 64,000 OO 
sjeseuases 360 00 

rations 
pubis S876 00 
ee 365 00 
BEER O eS 292 00 
a 292 00 
~» 1,533 00 

20 
'iwetcieese Gere 





$8,000 00 
989 56 
503 50 

5,276 61 
27,704 45 
8,260 93 
1,356 29 





$52,151 27 


—_—_— _———--____., 


— 


Estimate of pay for officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, and subsistence for the officers 


$93,312 00 


13,906 50 





$107,218 50 








JOS. L. KUHN, P. WL IL C. 


Estimate for expenditures in the quartermaster’s department of the United States marine corps for the 
year 1826. 


SUBSISTENCE, 


For 393 non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates, and washerwomen, at 
one ration per day, each, (serving on shore) making 143,080 rations, at 12 


RN DET TRON Es 6 i ick c kee eee oe sedasaseense vs 


For 570 non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, (afloat,) at one ration 


per day, each, is 208,050 rations, at 25 cents per ration.........eeeeeeee6 02,012 50 


$17,169 60 


eee eorer eee ee eee ee ee eee or 


$69,182 10 
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CLOTHING. 
For 958 non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, at $30 each, is..... 28,140 00 
Die BOO WANEIP CORES, BE FOES COS ooo sic cerricsicecscecocacecscccsecss 625 00 
$28,765 00 
FUEL. 


For the non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates, and washer women, on 
shore, and for the public offices, hospitals, and armory..........eeeeeeeee 


CONTINGENCIES. 


For traveling expenses for officers and transportation for men, freight of stores 
from one station to another, toll, ferriage, wharfage and cartage, expenses 
of recruiting, per diem allowance for attending courts-martial and courts of 
inquiry, compensation to judge advocates, house rent and chamber money 
where there are no public quarters assigned, incidental labor in the quarter- 
master’s department, expenses of burying deceased persons belonging to the 
corps, printing and stationery, postage on public letters, forage, per diem 
allowance to officers on extra duty, expenses of pursuing deserters, keeping 
in repair the barracks at the different stations, straw for the men, barrack 
furniture, spades, axes, shovels, picks, and carpenter’s tools; and for no 


other purposes whatever. ............... 000s HAMAR ARTES hee se ee 
For sundry expenses arising in the current year, not hereinbefore mentioned. . 500 00 
MEDICINES. 


For medicines, hospital stores, and instruments for the officers and marines on 


RSESO UG Resi ey aNe Peele ala rey au ues lesceeretelatisl Sts: shales RE Cee TOO TR ea ar ee 


BARRACKS, 


For building officers’ quarters and repairing barracks at Philadelphia......... 


Respectfully submitted. 


6,000 00 


14,000 00 


2.369 71 


9,000 00 





$129,316 81 








EK. J. WEED, Q. WW. C. 


Heap-quarters Martine Corps, Quartermaster’s Office, November 4, 1825. 





Estimate of the sums required for the support of the office of the Secretary of the Navy for the year 1826. 


Salary of the Secretary of the Navy, per act of Congress of 20th February, 1820........... $6,000 00 
Compensation to the clerks employed in the office of the Secretary of the Navy, as per act of 
Congress 20th April, 1818...... i ieaai ele ie LD Rhee Rea eee eee sees eeesaaess Eee 


Compensation for one additional clerk, per act of Congress of 26th May, 1824..........6. 
Compensation to the messenger and assistant MECSSENGEr... ce. cece eee eee ee eee ereeees 
ee ER ih6.95 CRON RESET ASKECRSSSEASEDESSGS B66 500440000 0K RO 


i ee eee Tee ee ee eee eee ee ee eT eee Te eT eer 
Addition to the salary of one clerk, from $800 to $1,000. .........ccecccccccccccecscees 


L, 





. 1,000 00 
. 1,050 00 
. 2,000 00 

$18,250 00 
. 1,000 00 
. 200 00 


$19,450 00 


Navy Department, Darch 3, 1825. 


Sir: A law having passed which authorizes the building ef ten sloops-of-war, it is important that 
immediate measures be taken to carry it into execution, especially so far as it can be done with the mate- 


rials now on hand, 


You will be pleased, therefore, te give the necessary orders upon the subject, and complete as many 


as circumstances will permit in the course of the spring and summer, 
I am, respectfully, &c., 


SAML, L, SOUTHARD. 


Com, Wa. Batnsrince, President Naval Board. 


| 
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ts > = 
19rn Concress. | No. 269. ; [Ist Srssto. 


PURSER’S SMALL STORES, LOST BY THE CAPTURE OF THE SLOOP-OF- 
WAR WASP. 


ON A CLAIM FOR 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 19, 1825. 
Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Catharine Wise, 
widow of George 8. Wise, deceased, reported: 


That they have had the said petition and documents under their consideration, and find that the said 
George S. Wise was a purser in the navy, attached to the sloop-of-war the Wasp, before and during the 
time of her cruise in which she was captured; that it was his duty, as purser of the ship, to furnish to the 
men on board the said sloop-of-war certain articles necessary to their health and comfort, usually called 
small stores; that there was on board the said vessel, when captured, articles of that description to a con- 
siderable amount in value, The committee are of opinion that his representatives are entitled, in. justice 
and equity, to be credited by the accounting officers of the Department, the amount of all such articles 
as it shall satisfactorily appear to them were on board the said sloop-ofwar at the time of her capture, and 
furnished by the said George S. Wise for the use of said sloop-of-war, on her said cruise, and for that 


purpose they have directed a bill to be reported, 


19tH Coneress. | No. 270. [Ist Sesston, 
PROCEEDINGS AND DOCUMENTS OF COURTS-MARTIAL AND OF INQUIRY ON THE COURSE 
OF COMMODORE DAVID PORTER, IN THE SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY, TRANSPORTATION 
OF SPECIE AND IN THE PURSUIT OF THE PIRATES AT FOXARDO, IN THE ISLAND OF 
PORTO RICO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 26, 1826, 
Navy Department, December 22, 1825. 
Sir: In answer to a resolution of the Senate of the T4th inst., that the Secretary of the Navy ‘be 
directed to cause to be laid before the Senate the proceedings and judgment of the court of inquiry, in 
relation to the employment of the squadron under Commodore Porter, for the suppression of piracy in the 
West Indies, and the transporiation of specie in vessels of the United States during the years 1823 and 
1824, and also the proceedings of the court-martial in reference to the transactions at Foxardo,”’ 1 have 
the honor to send a printed volume, which contains the information called for. 


I have the honor to be very respectfully, &e., 
SAML. L. SOUTHARD, 


The Prestpent of the Senate of the United States. 


MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE COURT OF INQUIRY AND COURT-MARTIAL, IN RELATION TO CAPTAIN 
DAVID PORTER: CONVENED AT WASHINGTON, D. C., ON THURSDAY, THE SEVENTH DAY OF JULY, A. D. 


1825. 
PROCEEDINGS. 


To Isaae Chauncey, Exq., Captain in the Navy of the United States: 
It having been made to appear to the President of the United States, that on or about the fourteenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, David Porter, 
Esquire, a captain in the navy of the United States, then in command of the naval forces of the United 
States in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, did, with a part of the military force under his command, 
forcibly land upon the Island of Porto Rico, a part of the dominions of his Catholic Majesty the King of 
Spain, then and still at peace and in amity with the Government of the United States, and did then and 
there commit acts of hostility within the territories, and against the subjects, of the said King of Spain: 

The President of the United States has deemed an inquiry into the conduct of the said David Porter, 
on that occasion, as well as into the causes which led to the same, to be necessary and proper. 

And whereas certain representations having been made to the Government of the United States, in 
regard to the employment of the naval forces of the United States inthe West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, 
setting forth, in substance, that, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, the said naval 
forces were not employed in the suppression of piracy in the most effective manner, but were employed 
in the transportation of specie, and in other objects of inferior moment, to the neglect of the public inte- 
rests; and the said David Porter, considering his conduct and character as the commander of said forces 
to be thereby implicated, has requested of this Department that an inquiry be made into the truth of said 
representations: 

The President of the United States, in consideration of the premises, has charged me to convene a 
court of inquiry for the purpose of examining into the matters aforesaid. 

You are therefore hereby ordered to proceed to the Navy yard at the city of Washington, on or before 
the second day of May next, to act as a member of said court, and to officiate as the president thereof. 
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Orders are also transmitted to Captain Wim, M. Crane and Captain George C. Read, to appear at the 
time and place aforesaid; and Richard 5. Coxe, Esquire, is also appointed judge advocate, and will report 
himself to you in that capacity at the time and place aforesaid, ; 

And the said court is hereby required to convene and organize at the said Navy yard at Washington, 
on the said second day of May, and is authorized and directed to summon before it such persons as may 
be deemed necessary to give information touching the matters aforesaid, and is also empowered, autho- 
rized and directed, diligently and strictly to inquire into the said matters, to make a statement of the facts 
‘n relation to the same as they shall appear to the court; and particularly to examine into and report the 
causes which led to the conduct of the said David Porter at the Island of Porto Rico, before mentioned; 
and report whether the naval forces of the United States were employed in the most 
effective manner in the suppression of piracy, or in objects of inferior moment, to the neglect of the public 
interests; allof which you will transmit to this Department, to be submitted to the President of the 
United States for his consideration. And for your so doing, this shall be to you and all concerned a 


and to ascertain 


sufficient warrant. 

Given under my hand, and seal of the Navy Department of the United States, at the city of Washing- 
ton, this nineteenth of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and twenty-five, and 
of the independence of the United States the forty-ninth. 


(Signed ) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. [1 s.] 


’ . 


Minutes of the proceedings of a court of inquiry, directed to investigate the conduct of David Porter, Esquire, 
a captain in the navy of the United States, convened at the Navy yard in the city of Washington, this 
second day of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, tr obedience to the precept 
of the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, bearing date the nineteenth day of April, 1825, which is here- 
unto annered, and marked A. 


Captain Isaac Chauncey, appointed in and by the said precept, as president of said court, and Cap- 
tains William M. Crane and George C, Read, members thereof, and Richard S, Coxe, judge advocate, 
appeared, 

Captain David Porter also appeared, and being asked whether he had any objection to offer against 
either of the members of the court, replied that he had no specific objection to urge, but that he had some 
remarks which he wished to submit to the consideration of the court after it was organized, and previous 
to its proceeding to make the investigation for which it was convened, Whereupon, the oath prescribed 
by law, in such case, was administered by the judge advocate to the president and members of the court, 
and the president administered to the judge advocate the oath required by law to be taken by him. 

Captain Porter then submitted and read to the court a paper containing certain remarks upon the 
precept by the authority of which the court had been convened; which was annexed to the record, and 
marked B, 

The room being cleared, the court proceeded maturely to delibearte on the same; after some time it 
was opened, and the judge advocate informed Captain Porter that he had been instructed to read to him 
a letter which had been addressed by the judge advocate, by the directions of the court, to the Secretary 
of the Navy, by which he would be apprised of the course which the court had taken with regard to the 
paper submitted by him, Which letter was read, annexed, and marked C, 

The court then edjourned till to-morrow morning, at 11 o'clock. 

Turspay, May 3. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday: present as before. 

The judge advocate submitted and read to the court a communication from the honorable the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, in answer to the letter yesterday addressed to him; which was annexed to the record, 
and marked D, 

The judge advocate then submitted and read to the court certified copies from the Navy Department 
of certain papers annexed to the record, and marked (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.) 

Charles T. Platt, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 

On the 24th October last, as I believe, about 7 o’clock in the morning, I received a communication 
from Messrs, Cabot, Baily and Co., commercial agents at St. Thomas, informing me that their store had 
been forcibly entered the preceding night, and robbed of goods to the amount of not less than five thousand 
dollars. I commanded the Beagle, then at St. Thomas. With this communication I received also a 
request from Messrs. Cabot and Baily to assist in recovering the goods. I went on shore and called on 
them, and there learned from merchants who had been previously robbed at the same place, that they had 
good reason for supposing that these goods had been taken to Foxardo, or in that neighborhood. 

I lost no time in getting my vessel ready for sea, took with me a pilot furnished from the shore, and 
a clerk of Messrs. Cabot and Baily, with a description of the goods that had been stolen. On the evening 
of the 26th, about 6 o’clock, | anchored, with my colors flying, in the harbor of Foxardo. It was then 
so late that the pilot did not think it prudent to go on shore, or was not capable of showing me the way. 
Early the next morning (the 27th) a boat came alongside with a message from the captain of the port, 
who said he would be happy to see me on shore. 

I inquired whether he was acquainted with the character of the vessel; to which he replied, yes. 
Lest he might be mistaken, I directed him to inform the captain of the port that it was the United States 
schooner Beagle, and that I should be on the shore as soon as possible. At about half-past six I landed; 
I was there met by a parcel of ruffians; I could hardly tell what they were. One of them informed me 
that I could not proceed up to the village. 7 inquired of him who he was, whether he was an officer or 
not? He gave me no satisfaction whatever, but merely repeated that IT could not proceed up to the town. 
I then proceeded on without any interruption whatever, having been advised so to do by some citizens 
who were there, who informed me these people had no authority to stop me. Having entered the village, 
I first went to the captain of the port, having been informed by a gentleman, a citizen of the place, that 
this was proper. 1 informed the captain of the port of the object of my visit, and my reasons for appear- 
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ing in citizen’s dress, and, after producing the letter addressed to Mr. Campos, he appeared perfectly 
satisfied with my character, and directed me to call on the alcalde, and ae him. 1 called upon the 
alcalde and expl: ined to him my object, and again produced the letter to Mr. Campos. He was perfe ctly 
satisfied with my character, and appeared very much pleased that I had taken the precaution to come on 
shore in citizen’s dress. 

He then stated that he had no doubt that he should be able to obtain the goods before night, or 
ascertain where they were. This conversation was entirely between ourselves, the interpreter only 
being present, every one e Ise being out of hearing. He said the recove ry of the ooods would probably 
be attended with some expense, I re plied, that if it was necessary to offer a re ward for the recovery of 
the goods, I was authorized to offer one, not to exceed one thousand dollars. 1 then proposed going 
end to the different stores where it was possible these goods might have been deposited, with the 
police, and examine the goods, and see if they corresponded with the sumples and descriptions we had, 
It was supposed that the goods which had been stolen were the only goods of that description in’ the 
country. He told me to let that matter rest, to let him manage the affair. Ife observed, that as I had 
very properly taken the precaution to come on shore in citizen’s clothes, he thought it advisable to let it 
rest entirely with him; that if IT accompaned him, it might excite some suspicion, 1 accordingly went to 
a public house and took my breakfast. About an hour after I had finished my breakfast, I received a 
message from the alealde, requesting me to call at his office. Twas then under the impression that he 
had made some discoveries in respect to the goods that Iwas in search of. I went over to his office 
directly. Lieut. Ritchie and the pilot were with me, to see what the result was. 

I inquired, on my arrival at the office of the alealde, whether he had sent for me, and for what pur- 
pose. To this the captain of the port replied, in the most provoking and insulting manner, that he had 
sent for me for the purpose of demanding my register. T informed them that I had previously offered to 
show my commission, my uniform and my colors, that I had no register, that a man of war carried none, 
He then told me that if I did not produce my register at once, he would imprison me. I then requested 
permission to go on board my vessel with any officer they might choose to go with me, and that I would 
satisfy them of the character of my vessel and of myself. I then stated to them that the insult which Thad 
received from them was of that nature that it could not be overlooked on my part, and that I should 
make a formal report of it to Commodore Porter; and, lest that they might deny that they arrested and 
imprisoned me, that I should proceed directly on board my vessel, and leave the port. I left the office 
with the design of returning to my vessel, when L was pursued by soldiers, who took me by the collar, 
arrested and brought me back. 

I then considered myself as a prisoner. After detaining me about an hour under charge of the sen- 
try, with Mr. Ritchie and the pilot, they consented to let me send Mr, Bedford, the clerk, who had been 
sent down by Messrs. Cabot & Baily, on board the vessel, for my commission. I sent him on board, and 
directed him to bring my commission and uniform, though they did not require the latter. Mr. Bedford 
returned with them. 1 put on my uniform and showed them my commission, observing it was a thing 
which had never been required of me before. 

After perhaps fifteen minutes’ deliberation on the subject they pronounced the commission a forgery, 
and me a damned pirate, and ordered me to be confined in the jail. They called it the King’s house, and 
not knowing what that meant, I thought they were about taking me to the most genteel house in the 
place. So soon as I approached near enough to discover that it was a guard house, well calculated to 
produce the yellow fever or plague, I objected to being contined there, and said L would not be unless 
they compelled it by force of arms. In about ten minutes they returned me to the quarters from which 
they had taken me, and placed me under charge of a sentry. After my return, 1 directed the interpreter 
to inquire what their object was; whether they meant to detain me, or what they wanted. The answer 
was they would detain me until they heard from St. John’s, as [ had produced nothing to satisfy them of 
my character. 1 informed them that what I had already shown them was all that it would be in my 
power to show them after hearing from St. Johns. They informed me I bad shown nothing to satisfy 
them that I was ever ordered to that vessel as a lieutenant commandant. 

I then requested permission to send on board for my orders; it was granted; I sent on board and got 
them. After producing my orders, they called a council, detained me till about fifteen minutes before 
sun-down, confined. I was then set at liberty, and ordered to go on board my vessel, which I did, 
laughed and hissed at by every blackguard in the street. In this way I left the village, went on board 
my vessel, and got under way. 

On the 12th of November I was standing out of the harbor of St. Thomas, and discovered the John 
Adams, with her broad pendant flying, standing in to the harbor. As soon as the commodore came to 
anchor, I went on board and reported myself to him, and mentioned the circumstances that had led to my 
visit to Foxardo, and the treatment I met with there. The commodore replied that a written report was 
necessary. I informed him it should be done directly; that my not expecting him so soon was the cause 
why it had not already been made out. The commodore further informed me that if the circumstances 
of the case would justify my going there as I did, that he would visit Foxardo, and obtain redress for the 
insult offered to my person, and to the flag of the United States. I referred the commodere to Mr. Cabot 
and Mr. Furness, both commercial agents at that place, who would inform him that robberies of the same 
kind had been before committed, and the goods stolen traced to Foxardo, or the neighborhood. 

The commodore directed me to go on shore and request Mr, Cabot to come on board and at the same 
time get a pilot. I saw Mr. Cabot, who immediately came on board with me. In the morning the pilot 
came on board the Beagle and I immediately got under way and stood out to the Adams, then under 
way by order of the commodore. I went on board the commodore and delivered my written report. 
I was then ordered to go ahead, with the pilot on board the Beagle, and make the best of my way to 
Foxardo. 

The wind however was light, and we were obliged to lie to, off and on, during the night. The next 
morning at daylight, I was hailed and ordered to proceed again ahead, 

At about seven o'clock a boat was sent on board from the commodore for the pilot, and I was directed 
to proceed on again to the south. At eight, signals were made to follow the motions of the commodore, 
who was standing in to the land. At nine, we came to anchor under the lee of Passage Island, where we 
remained until twelve at night, when the Grampus, the Beagle, the barges of the Adams, with as many 
of the officers and men as could be spared from the vessels, got under way and proceeded towards the 
harbor of Foxardo. At eight o’clock in the morning of the 14th, we came to anchor, with the Grampus 
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and Beagle, in the harbor of Foxardo. The barges were officered and manned, and about landing; at 
this time one of them had been sent to attack a fort on an eminence at the beach. Commodore Porter, at 
the same time, sent by Licutenant Stribling, a flag of truce to the alcalde of the place. 

At half-past eight we commenced marching up from the landing to the village, which was about a 
mile and a half distant. We walked it in about fifteen or twenty minutes. After we arrived within 
about forty rods of the village, in a few minutes we discovered a field piece ahead, with a number of men 
with muskets. Commodore Porter ordered us to halt; about fifteen minutes after we discovered a white 
flag, which was accompanied by Lieutenant Stribling, the alcalde, the captain of the port, and the inter- 
preter. They professed, when they met the commodore, not to know the object of his visit; the commo- 
dore informed them they ought to have known that from the tenor of his note. Asked them if they had 
not confined me after knowing that I was an American officer, and why they had done so? The alealde 
admitted he had confined me after knowing I was an American officer, but said that he was not to blame, 
as he had been forced to do so by others. The commodore informed him that he had nothing to do with 
any other person; that he was the alcalde, and chief magistrate of the place, and that he held him respon- 
sible for the insult offered to me and to the flag. That as he had the power of confining, he certainly 
had the power of releasing me. The commodore then informed him there was no necessity for any alter- 
cation, that the time he had allowed had nearly expired, that there was about five or seven minutes 
remaining; that he required of them a suitable apology, such a one as should be dictated, the refusal of 
which would compel him to resort to force of arms, which should terminate in the final destruction of the 
village. They acceded to this, and apologized in the manner the commodore dictated, to the satisfaction 
of all present. 

This being done, we proceeded down to the beach, refreshments were brought down, and we returned 
to the vessels and got under way. 

I neglected mentioning the spiking two nine pounders which guarded the passage by which we marched 
up. 1 do not knot what they were loaded. There was a battery on the beach on the eminence, with two 
vannons. Isaw the Spaniards by them with matches; they were training them upon the vessels. This 
battery was attacked by a barge, and the Spaniards ran without firing; the other barges landed at almost 
the same time on the beach within half a mile of the battery; they did not fire at us at all. 

The court then adjourned till half-past 10 to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespay, May 4. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday: present as before. 

The court resumed the examination of Lieutenant Platt. 

Question. Was the store of Messrs. Cabot & Baily in the town or island of St. Thomas? 

Answer. The store of Messrs. Cabot & Baily was in the city of St. Thomas, the dock on the rear of 
the store. 

Ques. Were those gentlemen at the time resident merchants at St. Thomas? 

Ans. Yes; those gentlemen were American citizens residing at St. Thomas? 

Ques. Did any communications pass between yourself and the authorities of St. Thomas, in relation 
to the alleged robbery? 

Ans. No; I had no communications with the authorities at St. Thomas. I understood from Mr. Cabot, 
and subsequently from the governor, that some had passed between them, 

Ques. Did you carry any letter or other document from the Governor or other officer of St. Thomas, 
or any force furnished from that island? 

Ans. No; I earried no paper from any official person at St. Thomas, but a private letter from one of 
the most respectable merchants there, addressed to Mr. Campos, one of the most respectable merchants at 
Foxardo. 

Ques. What orders had you received from Commodore Porter, which you considered as authorizing 
the steps you took? 

Ans. I had received orders to protect our commerce in every manner which was consistent with the 
rules of the service. I understood myself as authorized to go on shore at Foxardo, and inform the police 
of the robbery that had been committed, which was the object I had in view. 

Ques. Did the messenger from the captain of the port, or the captain of the port himself, intimate in 
your first conversation with them that they knew the vessel then in port to be an American man-of-war? 

Ans. Yes; the captain of the port, in my first interview with him, appeared perfectly satisfied of the 
fact, and took down the name of the vessel, and the names of myself and officers, and our force. 

Ques. In your first interview with the captain of the port, or the alcalde, did you request them to act 
in the recovery of the property of which you were in search, or did you propose to search for, and take, 
the property yourself? 

Ans. I requested them to act, to search for the goods; not intending to act myself at all. I after- 
wards proposed going myself with the police, which they objected to as unnecessary. 

Ques. Did Commodore Porter know anything of the transaction at Foxardo, previous to your com- 
munication to him? 

Ans. No; he did not. 

Ques. Do you know whether any communications were made to the authorities at Porto Rico, either 
by yourself or Commodore Porter, prior to the landing of the force at Foxardo? 

Ans. I knew of none. 

Ques. In what boat or vessel did Lieutenant Stribling go to Foxardo, and what length of time elapsed 
between his going with the dag of truce, and the landing on the beach? 

Ans. Lieutenant Strikting went down to Foxardo in the Grampus, and landed about the same time 
that the men did. 

(Jues. Where did he receive his instructions from the commodore; at Foxardo, or before your arrival 
there? 

Ans. I do not know. 

Ques. How many officers and men were landed? How were they armed? What orders were given 
by the commodore to the landing party, or to those who remained behind? 

Ans. | believe that about two hundred officers and men were landed. Ido not know what orders 
were given to those who remained. I was ordered to land with as many men as I could conveniently, 
without crowding, carry in the boats. The men were armed with muskets, boarding pikes, cutlasses and 
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pistols. T heard no other orders given than that; after we landed, we were directed by the commodore to 


fall into line and march up. 
Ques. Had any answer been received to the communications made through Lieutenant Stribling 
) : os) 


before the landing of the men and the spiking of the guns in the battery on the beach, and the two nine- 
pounders between the beach and the town? 

Ans. None that I know of. 

Ques. What is the distance between Foxardo and St. Johns? 

tlns. I think about forty miles. 

Ques. Did the interpreter appear to be an intelligent man, well acquainted with the Spanish and 


English languages? And do you understand Spanish sufliciently well to know whether he interpreted 


correctly? 
Ans. The interpreter appeared perfectly acquainted with both languages. T understood some things 


that were said, and my pilot, who understood both languages, told me that he interpreted correetly. 

The examination of the witness, in chief, having been closed, Captain Porter was asked whether he had 
any questions to propose to the witness, to which he replied, that before proceeding to take any steps in 
his defence, he had some remarks to submit to the court, which he read, and submitted to the court; the 
paper was annexed to the record, and marked E. 

The room was then closed, and, after some time, was opened, when the judge advocate informed 
Captain Porter that the court had maturely deliberated upon the paper submitted by him; that, after full 
consideration, the court is of opinion that the matter of the communication, as well as the language in 
which it is couched, is in several particulars so highly objectionable that, could the court have anticipated 
its character and contents, it would not have been suffered to be read. The court consider it as hiehly 
disrespectful, both to the Secretary of the Navy and to the court itself, This court cannot submit to hear 
from any officer animadversions on the conduct and accusations against the head of the Department, wholly 
foreign to the investigation in which it is engaged: nor can it, without forfeiting its own self-respect, 
listen to language so offensive to itself, The court is willing to believe that this objectionable character 
may be attributed to the hasty manner in Which the paper appears to have been drawn up; and. that 
Captain Porter, On consideration, will feel himself disposed, as well to perceciv mas to rectify the grounds 
of objection. 

In order however to prevent a recurrence of such unpleasant circumstances, the court has ordered 
that, in future, no communication be received unless in writing: and the paper must previously be submit- 
ted to the judge advocate for the consideration of the court. 

The judge advocate further informed Captain Porter that the court had likewise directed him to state, 
that when the question was asked him on the opening of the court whether he had any objections to make 
to any member of the court, he was understood to say distinctly that he had none; but that he wished to 
submit to the court some “remarks on the precept by winch the court was convened, and the materials of 
which it was constituted.” Tt was then suggested to him, that, as the court had not vet been orwanized, 
it could at that time hear nothing from him, but that the proper period would be after the members had 


been sworn in, This suggestion was made by the judge advocate, and apparently acquiesced in’ by 


Captain Porter. 

Immediately after the organization of the court, Captain Porter read and submitted to the court the 
paper which has been annexed to, and constitutes part of, the record. 

Conceiving that it contained not a challenge to the court, or a specific exception to any member of 
the court, but objections applying exclusively to the precept under which it had been convened; and that 
these objections, if presented to the government, might possibly induce some change in the precept, with 
which the court had no authority to interfere; feeling also that the exceptions which had been urged, 
involved the competency of the major part of the embers of the court,—a question on which delicacy 
forbade them to express an opinion, when it had not been presented distinetly to their decision; the court 
determined to pursue the course which was adopted, and of which Captain Porter was immediately 
apprised, , 

If, however, Captain Porter did design to raise a question for the decision of the court, as to the 
legality of the precept under which it is acting, the court has no hesitation in saying that it entertains no 
doubt upon the subject. Thad any doubt existed, the court would have put it in a way to be satisfactorily 
decided, before proceeding to act under it. 

The court is aware that it possesses no power to compel Captain Porter to take any part in this 
investigation; but it is equally satisfied that his acts can in no degree interfere with the duty of the court, 
to proceed in the investigation which it lias been charged to make by the competent authority, 

The court then adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. = 


Tucrspay, May 5. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of vesterday: present as before. 

Captain Porter stated to the court, that on perusing the record, it appeared to him that an omission 
had been made, (which he was desirous of having supplied,) in stating the proceedings of the first day. 
He submitted to the court his statement of the remarks which he made before the oath was administered 
to the members. The court being of opinion that Captain Porter is entitled to have his statement inserted 
in the record, as containing his view of what transpired, directed it to be inserted. It is in the words 
following, viz: 

“Captain Porter being asked whether he had any objection to offer against either of the members of 
the court, replied that he had no specific objection to individuals; but he objected to the materials of which 
the court was composed, and stated farther, that he had some remarks to make on the subject, as well as 
on the precept; that he did not think the court was legally formed.” 

Captain Porter then submitted to the judge advocate, for the consideration of the court, a paper. 
The court was cleared, and after some time, was opened. The judge advocate informed Captain Porter 
that he was instructed by the court to say, that the paper has been maturely considered; that it is deemed 
objectionable from the style of animadversion upon what has transpired, and of instruction as to the future 
conduct of the court. The court, thereiore, will permit Captain Porter to withdraw it. Should he, how- 
ever, Wish it to be inserted on the record in its present shape, it shall be done, accompanied by such 


remarks as the court conceives it due to themselves to make. 
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Captain Porter declined to withdraw the paper; it was accordingly read, annexed to the record and 
marked F, and the judge advocate informed him as follows: 

The court feels constrained to make some remarks upon the animadversions which Captain Porter has 
thought himself entitled to pass upon its conduct. The court did understand Captain Porter to waive or 
decline challenging any of the members of the court, but at the same time to intimate as an objection, 
which he conceived existed against the organization of the court, that two of the members were his 
juniors in rank, The court did not at any time suppose that this objection had any foundation, either in 
‘the letter or spirit of the law. The law is silent on the subject. The only qualification required is, that 
the members of the court should be commissioned officers. 

“The materials, then, of which this court is constituted,” are conceived to be wholly free from any 
legal objection. Nor is there anything in the spirit of the law which the court has been able to perceive, 
leading to a different conclusion. Every member of this court holds the same commission with Captain 
Porter; all are captains, one his senior, two his juniors, in date of commission. The court, however, is 
clearly and unhesitatingly of opinion that no law would be violated, either in its letter or spirit, by the 
appointment of any three commissioned officers to constitute a court of inquiry into the conduct of any 
officer. Courtesy and a regard to the feelings of the officer whose actions are to be investigated, will, it 
is presumed, in all cases prevent the government from selecting officers of a very inferior grade, to sit 
upon an inquiry into the conduct of an officer of elevated rank. 

But this principle can scarcely be carried to an extent which would apply to a court, every individual 
of which holds the highest commission known to the American navy. At all events, this is an objection 
which the court conceived, and still conceives, can be properly decided only by the Executive. This court 
can in no manner interfere with such a question. 

In this instance, likewise, it appeared to the court to be so connected with other comments upon the 
precept, as to present itself before the court rather as an animadversion upon the conduct of the Execu- 
tive in thus organizing the court than as a challenge formally presenting the question for its decision. 
Captain Porter seems himself to have so viewed it, for he assigns his reasons for making this court the 
organ of his communications with the Department. 

The court thinks proper further to remark, that the single object for which it has been constituted, is 
to inquire into the official conduct of Captain Porter; and to report to the Department the facts which may 


‘ 


be proved. The court possesses no power to adjudge Captain Porter innocent or guilty; it has no autho- 


rity to impose punishment. The duties imposed are enjoined by the competent authority. The inter- 
ference of Captain Porter in pursuing this investigation, however desirable it may be as calculated more 
fully to clicit the truth, is in no manner necessary. The court is competent of itself to perform the duties 
imposed upon it, and will now proceed to execute that task. 

Captain Porter was then asked whether he had any questions to propose to Lieutenant Platt. He 
declined putting any, and observed he should now take his leave of the court. 


Alexander J. Dallas, a master and commander in the navy of the United States, being produced as a 
witness, and sworn according to law, deposes and says: 

I was a master commandant in command of the John Adams, bearing Commodore Porter’s broad 
pendant. We arrived sometime in November, I do not distinctly remember the date, off the town of St. 
Thomas, in the Island of St. Thomas. On our arrival there, some time I think in the afternoon of the 
same day, Licutenant Platt, in company with Mr. Cabot, came on board the John Adams, and made a 
report to the commodore of some ill-treatment which Lieutenant Platt had received at Foxardo. In con- 
sequence of this report, I understood from the commodore that it was his intention to visit Foxardo, and 
endeavor to obtain an apology from the authorities there for their conduct. On the following morning, I 
was directed to get the John Adams under way, and proceed to Foxardo, 

In consequence of the lightness of the winds, and the pilot being of opinion that the draft of 
water of the John Adams was too great to permit her being taken near the town, I was directed to anchor 
her under one of the Passage Islands, to get out all my boats, and prepare a hundred and odd men with 
the officers. After all these preparations were made, the day had so far advanced that we could not have 
arrived there before night. In consequence of which, the commodore directed that we should be ready by 
one or two in the morning to go on board the schooner Grampus, she and the Beagle being in company; 
we did so, and the Grampus took our boats in tow. We then proceeded to Foxardo, where we arrived 
about nine or ten the next morning. On anchoring, we observed, on a hill, near the beach, a small bat- 
tery, in which there appeared to be a number of men, who it was supposed intended to make some resist- 
ance to our anchoring. An order was given by the commodore that a boat and her crew should dislodge 
the men from that battery. The boats were then all manned, and we landed. The commodore then 
directed Lieutenant Crabbe, with a portion of the marines, to advance and take a position on the road, 
by which we were to march up to the town. Lieutenant Stribling was then dispatched with a flag and a 
letter to the authorities of Foxardo; after having formed the men, we were directed to follow on by the 
road, leaving a guard of marines to protect the boats under the command of Lieutenant Barton. We 
then marched to within about twenty or thirty yards of where the marines under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Crabbe were. The commodore directed two guns, which we met with on the road, to be spiked. We 
remained there until Lieutenaut Stribling returnd with two officers, who were understood to be the alcalde 
and the captain of the port. A conversation took place between the commodore and the alcalde, through 
the medium of an interpreter; the result of which was an apology to Lieutenant Platt for the ill-treat- 
ment he had received on his previous visit. The commodore asked the officers generally, if they were 
satisfied with the apology. Finding they were so, he directed our return. He received, however, an 
Invitation to go himself into the town. 

He went as far as led us by all the force that was collected: a field piece and sixty or seventy men 
with arms. After this we returned to the beach, where, some rum and refreshments being given to the 
men, we embarked in the boats, went on board the Grampus, and sailed for the John Adams. 

Question. Had you received any information on board the John Adams of Mr. Platt’s treatment at 
Foxardo, previous to his making the report of the transaction to the commodore? 

Ans.ver, The account Mr. Platt gave was, I believe, the first we had of the affair. 

Ques. Was any communication made to the authorities of Porto Rico previously to your entering 
the harbor of Foxardo? 

Ans. None that I know of. 
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Ques, Did Captain Porter consult with any of his officers as to the expedition he projected, or did 
any of them express any opinion to him on the subject? 

Ans. He did not consult with any of them; from the intimacy that subsisted between Commodore 
Porter and myself, I believe I made some remarks to him as to the consequences that might probably 
result from it, and I think he replied that his instructions would bear him out in the course he inte nded 
to pursue on the occasion, 

This was a voluntary suggestion by me, not called for by his expressing any wish to consult me, 

Ques. What orders did you receive from Captain Porter previous to, or at the time of your landing? 

Ans. The only orders that I received were those which T have me tioned, and that I should t: ike care 
the men were not out of the way, and that they committed no excesses. 

(ues. How were the men armed? Were the guns loaded? 

Ans. They were armed with muskets, bayonets, eutlasses, pistols, and boarding pikes. The guns 
were loaded on the beach before we marched up. 

Ques. Was any flag or communication sent to the shore before you landed? 

Ans. None; Lieutenant Stribling landed with us. The boat sent to spike the guns on the hill went 
previously to our landing. 

Ques. Did you advance towards Foxardo before the return of the flag sent by Lieutenant Stribling, 
or did you remain on the beach till his return? 

Ans. We advanced before the return of the flag. 

Ques. Were the guns spiked before the return of the flaw? 

‘Ain. Yes; none were spiked after. 

Ques. What orders were given by Commodore Porter to the officers remaining on board the vessels? 

Ans. I do not know. 

Ques. Were the Grampus and Beagle anchored in such a situation as to enable them to cover the 
landing? 

Ans. Yes; the Beagle certainly was—the Grampus also. 

Ques. Was any opposition offered to your landing, or to your advance towards the town? 

Ans. None; the impression was, the force on the hill would, had they been able, have fired on the 
vessels, but there was no opposition to our landing. 

(Jues. What time would it have required to communicate from your anchorage with St. John’s? 

Ans, The distance, I should presume, is about forty or fifty miles. 

(Jues. Is not St. Johns the seat of government of Porto Rico? 

Ans. Yes; the governor of the island resides there. 


Horatio N. Crabbe, a lieutenant in the marine corps of the United States, being duly sworn accord- 
ing to law, deposes and says: 


I was commanding officer of marines on board the John Adams in November last. I landed at Fox- 

ardo in the same boat with Lienenant Stribling, and on getting on the beach, an officer informed me 

that Commodore Porter, who had previously landed, wished to see me. My command was distributed in 

different boats. On reaching the place on the beach were the commodore was, I was directed by him to 

form my guard, look for the road to the town, proceed, and take up a favorable position; and at the same 

time received very particular instructions not to suffer my men to commit any outrages upon the property 

of the inhabitants along the road; nor to commit any act of hostility myself, unless 1 met with resist- 

ance, or Was opposed on my march towards the town, After receiving these instructions, | commenced 

my march towards the town, with from twenty-four to twenty-eight men, armed with muskets. When 

about half way between the beach and the town, I discovered several persons approaching me, following 
me with a white flag. Icould not at the time distinguish who they were, and continued my march. 
After a short time I discovered that the bearer was Licutenant Stribling, on his way from the beach to 
the town. IT halted till he came up. As he passed me, I observed to him that I would escort him into 
the place; he answered very well. After proceeding a short distance further, he was met by a number 
of persons from the town, bearing a white flag also, Twas at that time from twenty to thirty yards 
behind him. Immediately on his reaching the spot where these persons were standing, [ observed that 
Lieutenant Stribling was surrounded by a number of armed men, After some eonversation with them, 
of which I knew nothing, he sent a message to me, requesting me not to advance any further. 1 accord- 
ingly halted the men, and rested them upon their arms. I was at this time from about two hundred and 
fifty to three hundred yards from the town, perhaps less, and observed that there was a number of armed 
men drawn up, as I presumed, to prevent my troops from entering the place. They amounted perhaps to 
about three times as many men as I had, and had a fieid piece, which I presumed was a six pounder. 
There was also a number of men mounted on horseback, who were armed with swords. They were at 
the entrance of the town. T remained in the position Thad taken up, until the commodore came up with 
a body of seamen. He halted them some distance in the rear of my division, and came himself to the 
ground T occupied, and directed me to wheel my men into a position which would face the Spaniards. 1] 
did so, and again rested them upon their arms. In the course of perhaps fifteen minutes, Lieutenant 
Stribling was observed returning, accompanied by the governor of the place, and a small number of 
the inhabitants. I was then directed by Commodore Porter to place my men in a situation that would 
occupy both sides of the road, and suffer none but those in attendance on the flag to pass me, After this 
he returned to where the officers were assembled, some distance in the rear of the marines, and there 
received the governor or alealde, I know nothing of what occurred there, they being at too great a dis- 
tance to hear. In ashort time I observed the governor, with Commodore Porter and a number of the 
officers, approaching me. The commodore gave me orders, as he passed, to put the marines in motion, 
and follow him into the town, which I did. After passing the armed Spaniards, I halted upon the out- 
skirts of the place. The commodore observed to me that he had been invited into the place by the 
governor, and also the men, to take some refreshments, after the march, but said at the same time that 
he did not wish to bring all the men in, as he apprehended that some excesses might be committed, which 
would put an end to the peaceable settlement of the business. He, however, told the governor, through 
the intepreter, that if refreshments were sent to the beach they should be paid for, After that they parted, 
as I thought on friendly terms, and we left the town, and returned to the boats. I brought up the rear 
with the marines. A number of the inhabitants accompanied us down. Refreshments were sent and 
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distributed to the men. We then embarked, and returned to the vessels. Commodore Porter, with 
the marines, and the alcalde, entered the outskirts of the place, but none proceeded further. 
The court adjourned till 2 o’clock to-morrow. 
Fripay, Jay 6. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before, with the exception of 
Captain Porter, who was not present. 


Lieutenant Platt was again called: 

Question. How far is the place where the John Adams was left at anchor from Foxardo? 

Answer. About twenty-two miles, 

Ques. At what hour did you leave the John Adams, and at what hour did you arrive at Foxardo? 

Ans. We left the John Adams at midnight, and arrived at half-past seven or half-past eight, 

Ques. To what nation does the Island of St. Thomas belong? 

Ans. It is a Danish island. 

Ques. When you left the John Adams, at what time did you calculate to reach Foxardo? 

Ans. The intention of the commodore was to reach Foxardo at sunrise, as he informed me; we were 
detained by light winds, and a calm. 

Ques. Were the two nine-pounders taken and spiked by the marines, or by the sailors who came up 
afterwards? and describe as nearly as you can their position. 

Ans. I was ordered by the commodore to spike them; I informed him I had nothing to spike them 
with, and Mr. Pendergrast was then ordered to do it; the marines had passed them. They were placed 
in the road, on a causeway, where the road was straight for about one hundred rods, and commanded that 
part of it; there were no Spaniards there at that time, they had abandoned them; but they had been 
manned on my first visit to the place. The guns on the hill were, I understood, long eighteen-pounders. 

Ques. Were both the Grampus and Beagle anchored in a position to cover the landing? 

Ans. The Grampus was anchored off the battery; the Beagle in a situation to cover the landing. 

The judge advocate informed the court that he should probably be in possession of more testimony 
to submit to-morrow, but had none to lay before the court at this time. 

The court adjourned till twelve o’clock, to-morrow. 


Saturpay, May 1. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The judge advocate informed the court that he had received a 
communication from the Secretary of the Navy, to be submitted to the court, which was read, annexed 
to the record, and marked G. 

The accompanying documents were also read; the court reserving all questions, as to their compe- 
tency and credit, for future deliberation and decision. After reading the papers, the court was cleared, 
and the court proceeded to deliberate upon the papers submitted to it; and, after having maturely con- 
sidered the same, the court was opened, and the judge advocate stated that the court is of opinion that 
the deposition of Lieut. Barton, dated February 6th, 1825, be annexed to the record, which is accordingly 
done, and the paper is marked 7. 

In regard to the other documents, the court is of opinion that many of them are not sufficiently 
authenticated to authorize their reception, without an express and sufficient waiver of all exceptions 
entered on the record; that some of them appear to be of a confidential character, and their contents such 
as, without affecting this case, ought not to be exposed to the public eye without necessity; and that, 
collectively, they present no facts or views calculated to elucidate the subject submitted to the court. 
The court, therefore, directs the judge advocate to return them to the Navy Department, as irrelevant.* 

The court adjourned till half-past ten o’clock on Monday morning. 


Monpay, May 9. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: all the members of the court, the 


judge advocate, and Captain Porter. 

The judge advocate stated to the court that he had no further testimony to submit to the court in 
the investigation; and the other branch of inquiry having been submitted to the court, at his solicitation 

The court was cleared, and proceeded to deliberate upon the course to be pursued; and after some 
time was opened, and the judge advocate stated that the court had determined to proceed to complete the 
business which had already been investigated, and to report to the Department the facts which have been 
proved in relation to it. 

The record of the proceedings was then read by the judge advocate, and the court was cleared, for 
the purpose of deliberating upon the report to be made to the Department. 

The court having concluded the examination of the witnesses, and having maturely deliberated on 
the precept, and the evidence which has been submitted, agree in the following report: 

The court, in obedience to the precept of the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, having examined 
into the conduct of Captain David Porter, in landing with a part of the military force under his command 
upon the Island of Porto Rieo, a part of the dominions of his Catholic Majesty the King of Spain, on or 
about the fourteenth day of November, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four; and 
having also inquired into the causes which led to the same; and having maturely deliberated upon the 
testimony which has been iaid before the court, reports to the honorable the Secretary the following 
statement, as containing a correct history of the transaction, embracing all the material facts, and exhibit- 
ing the causes which led to the occurrence, as well as the circumstances which attended it. 

It appears that Lient. Charles T. Platt, commanding the United States schooner Beagle, was in the 
harbor of St. Thomas, in the Danish island of that name, on the twenty.fourth day of October, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-four. On the preceding night, a robbery had been perpetrated in the city 
of St. Thomas; the store of Messrs. Cabot & Baily, American citizens, but resident merchants of St. 
Thomas, had been broken open and plundered of property to a large amount. The gentlemen who had 








*It appears by the statement of Captain Porter, as well as of his clerk, that the letter from him referred to in the letter, was 
dated March 6th, instead of May 6th, by a mistake of the clerk. R. S. COXE, Judge Advocate. 
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suffered by this outrage made application to Licut, Platt for his aid in the recovery of the property. He 
immediately agreed to comply with the request, 

No communication appears to have been had between Lieutenant Platt and the authorities of St, 
Thomas, in relation to this affair, The application for his assistance was made by private individuals, 
and upon that application alone he acted, 

Information was given to Lieut. Platt, that on other occasions robberies of the same kind had occurred 
at St. Thomas; and the stolen goods had been traced to, and discovered at Foxardo, (a small town in the 
Island of Porto Rico,) or its vicinity, and that there existed grounds for the suspicion that the goods 
plundered in this case had been carried to that neighborhood, 

As soon as the Beagle could be got ready, she sailed for that place. No document of any kind from 
the governor, or other officer, was carried, but a letter from a private mercantile house at St. Thomas, 
addressed to a private merchant at Foxarde, was the only paper which Lieut, Platt appears to have had 
to show the object he had in view, or any authority to act in the business. The contents of that letter 
are unknown to the court, it not having been exhibited in evidence, The Beagle, however, carried from 
St, Thomas a Mr, Bedford, a clerk in the house of Messrs, Baily and Cabot, for the purpose of identifying 
the goods, and a pilot, furnished by the same parties. 

On the evening of the 26th October, about 6 o’clock, the Beagle anchored, with her colors flying, in 
the harbor of Foxardo, It was considered too late to visit the shore on that day; early in the morning 
of the 27th, a boat from the shore came on board, bearing a messenger from the captain of the port, and 
Lieut, Platt received an invitation to land. The messenger, in answer to a question from Lieut. Platt, 
stated in general, that he knew what vessel it was. In order to guard against any mistake, Lieut. Platt 
mentioned that it was the United States schooner Beagle, and sent a message to the captain of the port, 
to inform him that he should be on shore as soon as possible. 

At about half-past six he landed, without his uniform or commission, and after some little interrup- 
tion proceeded to the town, and waited upon the captain of the port, to whom he communicated the 
object of his yisit. He at the same time informed him of the name and character of his vessel, the names 
of himself and officers, and their force, of which the captain of the port took a memorandum; the private 
letter from the mercantile house at St. Thomas to the merchant at Foxardo was likewise produced and 
exhibited. The captain of the port appeared satisfied with the information, and by his direcetions Lieu- 
tenant Platt next called upon the alcalde of the place, to whom he made the same communication, The 
alealde expressed himself pleased with the prudence exhibited by Lieut. Platt in landing in the dress of 
a citizen, 

The object of Lieutenant Platt appears to have been to give information of the robbery that had 
been perpetrated at the Island of St. Thomas, and to solicit the interference of the civil authorities at 
Foxardo, in searching for and recovering the stolen goods. The alealde promised this assistance as 
requested, but declined a proposal inade by Lieutenant Platt, that he should accompany the officers of 
the police to search the stores in the town. 

Licutenant Platt left the house of the alealde, and went to a public house. Shortly after breakfast, 
he received a message from the alcalde, expressing a wish to see him, He immediately went, accom- 
panied by Lieutenant Ritchie and the pilot. On his arrival, he inquired of the alealde whether he had 
sent for him, and for what object. The captain of the port replied that he had sent for him for the pur- 
pose of demanding his register. Lieutenant Piatt stated to them that he had no register, that a man-of- 
war carried no such document; that he had previously offered to show his commission, his uniform, and 
his colors, ‘The reply was, that, unless he produced his register at once, he should be imprisoned. He 
requested permission to go on board his vessel, with an officer that might be selected to accompany him, 
whom he would satisfy with regard to his own character, as well as that of his vessel. He at the same 
time informed them he should make a formal report to Commodore Porter of the insult he had received, 

Lieutenant Platt then left the house of the alealde, and proceeded towards the harbor, with the 
intention of going on board the Beagle; he was, however, immediately followed by some soldiers, col- 
lared, arrested, brought back, and placed under charge of a sentry. After Licutenants Platt and Ritchie 
and the pilot had been detained about an hour, Mr, Bedford, the clerk brought from St. Thomas, was per- 
mitted to go on board the Beagle, with instructions from Licutenant Platt to bring his commission and 
uniform, On their being brought to him, he put on his uniform and exhibited his commission; the latter, 
after an examination of it, was pronounced a forgery, and he himself called a dammed pirate. 

Orders were then given to carry him to the King’s house or jail; and he was taken from the house 
of the alealde for that purpose. On approaching near enough to see what kind of a place it was, he 
refused to go in, and declared that he would not enter, unless compelled by force. 

He was soon taken back to the alcealde, and after being threatened with detention until a communi- 
cation could be made to St. John’s, the capital of the island, and about 40 miles distant, he was informed 
that he had not exhibited any appointment to the vessel which he commanded, He sent on board for his 
orders, and after producing them, a consultation was held. They continued to detain him confined until 
near sunset, when he was released, ordered to go on board his vessel, which he did, insulted by the rabble 
of the place as he passed along, 

Such is the summary of the statement now given by Licutenant Platt of his first visit to Foxardo, 
and the reception he experienced, although more detailed than his written report, and in some material 
parts variant from it. It appears to the court that the circumstances which were related to Captain 
Porter, in the conversations which he had with Lieutenant Platt, together with his written report, may 
be considered as embracing all ‘the causes which led to the conduct of Captain Porter,’? which it is 
enjoined upon the court to report to the Department. 

The next branch of the subject into which the court is directed to inquire, is the conduct of Captain 
Porter in landing with a military force under his command upon the Island of Porto Rico, 

It appears that, immediately after receiving the report of Lieutenant Platt of his visit to Foxardo, 
and the treatment he had there received, Captain Porter determined to visit that place for the purpose of 
obtaining redress for the violence which had been offered to the person of that officer, and the insult 
which he conceived had been given to the flag of the United States. 

It appears that Captain Porter did not communicate with the constituted authorities of Porto Rico, 
or require any explanation of, or apology for, the alleged outrage, before proceeding to the harbor of 
Foxardo. 

At midnight of the 18th November, the John Adams was left at her anchorage in the neighborhood 
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of Passage Island, and Captain Porter, in the Grampus, having in tow the boats of the John Adams, and 
accompanied by the Beagle, carrying with them about one hundred men from the John Adams, proceeds 
to Foxardo, His progress being delayed by light winds and a calm, he did not reach his point of desti- 
nation until about 8 or 9 o’clock in the morning of the 14th. The Grampus anchored opposite a battery 
of two guns, and the Beagle took a position to cover the landing. Preparations were immediately made 
to land, and the boats were manned; a battery was perceived on an eminence near the beach, in which 
were two pieces of cannon, and the Spaniards were seen with matches, and in the act of loading the 
guns, and training them in the direction of the Grampus. 

~~ Lieutenant Pendergrast was ordered to take the launch of the Grampus, being the largest boat, with 
a body of marines, fourteen in number, under the command of Lieutenant Barton, to proceed in the direc- 
tion of the two gun battery; to land the men with as little hazard as possible; to take the battery, spike 
the guns, and destroy the ammunition; and having accomplished these objects, to pursue the direction of 
the main body under the command of Captain Porter in person, 

Lieutenant Pendergrast was particularly ordered not to fire a gun, unless he met with resistance, 
and not to permit his men to commit any depredations on persons or property. These orders appear to 
have been punctually obeyed. Perceiving that the Spaniards in the battery were training their guns to 
bear upon the Grampus and the launch, Lieutenant Pendergrast hastened to effect a landing in the rear 
of the fort. This was accomplished with such dispatch, that the Spaniards were unable to fire. Having 
succeeded in landing in the rear of the battery, the detachment, armed with muskets, pistols and cutlasses, 
mounted the hill, and on reaching the battery, found it deserted by the Spaniards. Possession was 
quietly taken, and two long cighteen-pounders found there were spiked. One of the guns was charged 
with a cartridge of powder, and round shot, and the canister filled with grape shot, musket balls and 
spikes;—the gun primed and a lighted match near it. The other gun had been abandoned before the 
loading was completed. A small quantity of ammunition found in the battery was destroyed ;—the party 
re-embarked, and proceeded to join the commodore, who had in the meantime landed on the beach at 
the distance of about half a mile from the battery. 

The whole number landed appears to be about two hundred officers and men, armed with muskets, 
bayonets, pistols, cutlasses, and boarding pikes. 

The muskets were loaded after landing on the beaeh. The marines, under Lieutenant Barton, were 
left to guard the boats. Another party of them was ordered by Captain Porter to march towards the 
town, and take up a commanding position. The officer who led them, Lieutenant Crabbe, was particu- 
larly instructed to keep his men in their respective places; to prevent them from committing any excesses 
upon the property of the inhabitants along the road, and to abstain from all acts of hostility, unless he 
should be attacked, or his advance towards the town should be opposed. 

In obedience to these orders, Lieutenant Crabbe proceeded towards the village of Foxardo, with 
from twenty-four to twenty-eight men under his command, The beach where the landing was effected, 
was about a mile and a half from the town. When about half way from the beach, Lieutenant Crabbe 
discovered Lieutenant Stribling following him bearing a white flag. As soon as he had approached near 
enough to be recognized, the marines were halted. Lieutenant Stribling came up with, passed them, and 
proceeded towards the town, ‘The marines followed at a short distance in his rear, Lieutenant Strib- 
ling was soon after met by a party from the village, likewise bearing a flag, and some cummunications 
passed between them, which, however, are not in evidence before the court. Lieutenant Stribling dis- 
patched a message to Lieutenant Crabbe, then about thirty or forty yards in his rear, desiring him not 
to advance further. The marines were then halted at about from two hundred and fifty to three hundred 
yards from the village, About the same time a number of armed men, perhaps sixty or seventy, were 
seen, stationed near the entrance of the town, with a small cannon, supposed to be a six pounder, and a 
number of horsemen armed with swords, 

Having disposed of the marines in the manner that has been stated, Captain Porter advanced towards 
Foxardo with his main body. On the way up, they spiked two nine-pounders which the Spaniards had 
abandoned, and which were in a position to have commanded a part of the road. These guns had been 
passed by the marines without their taking possession of them, Captain Porter continued his march till 
he arrived about thirty yards in the rear of the marines, where he halted his men—and advanced himself 
to the foree under the command of Licutenant Crabbe. The marines were then wheeled so as to front 
the Spaniards. 

In the course of a few minutes, the flag was seen returning from the town, and Lieutenant Stribling, 
accompanied by the alcalde, the captain of the port, and some of the inhabitants, approached. The 
marines were directed to occupy both sides of the road, and to permit none to pass, excepting those who 
were in attendance on the flag. Captain Porter retired to the rear, near the main body, and, accompanied 
by his officers, received the alealde. 

In the conversation which then took place, the alcalde admitted having detained Lieutenant Platt, 
after knowing him to be an American oflicer, but alleged that he had been forced to act by others. Cap- 
tain Porter informed him that he alone must be held responsible, and that he must make such an apolog 
as should be dictated; that the period allowed him for deliberation had nearly expired; that but five or seven 
minutes remained of the time. That a refusal to make such an apology as was required, would compel 
him to resort to arms—the consequences of which would be the destruction of the village. The proposi- 
tion was acceded to: the apology was dictated by Captain Porter, and made as required. The officers 
present were asked whether they were satisfied, and replied in the affirmative. 

The aleade then invited Captain Porter into the town with some of his officers, and Lieutenant Crabbe 
and his marines; he accompanied the Spaniards towards the village, but did not go beyond the outskirts— 
when they returned to the beach, where they were supplied with refreshments by the Spaniards, 
re-embarked, and proceeded to join the John Adams. 

The foregoing statement, embracing, as the court conceives, every important fact disclosed in the pro- 
gress of this investigation, is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) I. CHAUNCEY, President. 
(Signed,) Ricnarp 8, Coxe, Judge Advocate. 

May 9, 1825. 

The report having been signed, the judge advocate was instructed to communicate the record to the 
Secretary of the Navy, with the accompanying letter, annexed to the record and marked H. 

The court adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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U.S. Sure Jonn Apams, Passage Island, November 15, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, on my arrival at St. Thomas, I was informed that Lieutenant 
Commandant Platt, of the U. S. schooner Beagle, who had visited Foxardo, a town on the east side of Porto 
Rico, about two miles from the sea, for the purpose of making inquiries respecting a quantity of dry goods, 
supposed to have been deposited there by pirates, was, after being recognized as an American officer by 


the proper authorities, there imprisoned and shamefully treated. 


Indignant at the outrages which have so repeatedly been heaped on us by the authorities of Porto 
Rico, I proceeded to this place, where I left the ship, and taking with me the schooners Grampus and 


tagle, and the boats of the John Adams with Captain Dallas and part of his officers, seamen, and marines 
Cagle, ’ ’ ’ 


proceeded to the port of Foxardo, where, finding preparations were making to fire on us from the battery 


on shore, I sent a party of seamen and marines to spike the guns, which was done in a few minutes, as 
the Spaniards fled on the landing of the party. I then landed with two hundred men, and marched to the 
town, spiking on the way the guns of a small battery placed for the defence of a pass on the road, and 
reached the town in about thirty minutes after landing; I found them prepared for defence, as they had 
received information from St. Thomas of my intentions of visiting the place. I halted about pistol shot 
from their forces, drawn up on the outskirts of the town, and sent a flag, requiring the alcalde or gover- 
nor, with the captain of the port, the principal offenders, to come to me to make atonement for the out- 
rage, giving them one hour to deliberate. They appeared accordingly, and after begging pardon (in the 
presence of all the officers) of the officer who had been insulted, and expressing great penitence, I per- 
mitted them to return to the town, on their promising to respect all American officers who may visit them 
hereafter. We then returned to the vessels, and left the harbor, after being at anchor three hours, 

As we were getting under way, a number of persons appeared on the beach, bearing a white flag, 
and having with them some bullocks and a number of horses apparently laden, no doubt a present from 
the authorities of the place, which they informed me they should send me. 

There is no doubt that our persons and our flag will be more respected hereafter, than it has been 
by the authorities of Porto Rico, 

Every officer and man on this occasion, conducted themselves in a manner to meet my entire approba- 
tion. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


The Hon. Sami. L. Sournarp, Secretary of he Navy, Washington. 


Navy Departwent, Jay 2, 1825. 
I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy from the original on file in this Department. 
(Signed ) CHA’S HAY, Chief Clerk. 





U.S. Sup Jonny Apams, Thompson’s Island, January 1, 1825. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit you copies of the statements made to me, which induced me to 
take the step I did, as regards the Spanish authorities at Foxardo. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient, servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Hon. Samven L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
Navy Department, May 2, 1825. 


I certify that the above is a correct copy from the original on file in this Department. 


(Signed) CHA’S HAY, Chief Clerk. 


No. 


ce 


Sr. Tuomas, November 12, 1824. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to inform you that the store of Cabot, Baily & Co. was broken open on the 
night of the 24th ult., and property to a considerable amount stolen, and having strong reasons to believe 
that the robbery was committed by a gang of thieves who harbored in the Island of Porto Rico, 1 com- 
municated the same to Captain Platt, of the United States schooner Beagle, who very promptly offered 
to go there in pursuit of them, and started for Foxardo on the morning of the 25th with a pilot which I 
furnished him, and a young man from the counting house, with a description of the goods, and a letter of 
introduction to Mr. Juan Campos, from one of the most respectable houses in this place, and well known 
in that quarter. The manner in which Captain Platt was received and treated has no doubt been com- 
municated to you by him. 

I beg leave to enclose a letter from Messrs. Bergeest and Whilhorn, confirming the facts of the late 
robberies in this island, having in most instances been traced to the quarter of Porto Rico where Captain 
Platt went. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed ) STEPHEN CABOT, U. S. Consular Agent. 


To Com. Davin Porter. 


Navy Deparrvent, May 2, 1825. 
I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of an enclosure contained in a letter from Commodore 
D. Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated Ist January, 1825. 


(Signed) CHA’S HAY, Chief Clerk. 
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No. 4. 
Sr. Tuomas, November 11, 1824. 
Sr. T , , 
Sir: At the request of our friend, Mr. Stephen Cabot, we beg leave to state to you some facts rela- 
tive to the robberies lately committed on this island. 
Our own store, and amongst others, those of our neighbors, Messrs. Ellis, Gibson & Co., John Kettle, 
. a6 / Yr y ‘ vara fare. r . ra > . »ptrxr ‘ roru lar 
Esq., Robert Alexander, Esq., Sanbot Zoubert & Co., were forcibly broken open, property to a very large 
amount stolen, and a considerable part of the goods traced to Naguabo, near Foxardo; in consequence 
of which, and the circumstance that, about ten days previous to the robbery committed in the store of 
Messrs. Cabot, Baily & Co., a gang of desperate thieves made their escape from the prison of the city at 
Porto Rico, as also that every search had been made here on shore, as well as in the harbor, and nothing 
discovered, except that the goods stolen had been carried off by the sea side, induced us to recommend 
to those gentlemen sending down a person to Foxardo, as being probably the means of tracing the 
robbers. ai : ‘ * 1 : . e 
Desirous of assisting our friends, Messrs. Cabot, Baily, & Co., in this object, we gave one of their 
clerks, and whom we understood was to go down in the United States schooner Beagle, a letter of recom- 
mendation to our friend, Mr. Juan Campos, in Foxardo, who had on former occasions of the same nature 
on the means of discovering the property and perpetrators; namely, in the case of Messrs. Ellis, Gib- 
een t ’ 5 ) J) ’ 
son & Co., and our own. 
We have the honor to be, with sentiments of the highest regard, sir, 
your obedient, humble servants, 
(Signed) BERGEEST & WHLHORN. 
To Commodore Davin Porter. 
Navy Department, May 2, 1825. 
I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of an enclosure contained in a letter from Com. D. Por- 
ter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated Ist January, 1825. 


(Signed ) CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 





No. 5. 
Usirep States Scuooner Beacie, St. Thomas, November 11, 1824. 

Sir: At 10 in the morning of the 26th October last, l received intelligence th t the American con- 
sul’s store had been forciby entered on the preceding night, and robbed of goods to the amount of $5,000. 
With this report, the American consul requested me, provided it would prove consistent with my duties, 
to sail in quest of those whom it was supposed had clandestinely left the harbor the night preceding in a 
small boat, and gencrally believed by those acquainted in St. Thomas, to have proceeded to the port of 
Foxardo, on the east end of Porto Rico. I directly gave the necessary orders to prepare for sea; having 
received a good pilot on board, I was enabled by noon to proceed in quest of the marauders, 

Standing along the south side of Crabb Island, I discovered a sloop in Settlement Bay; boarded her, 
and received information of a piratical sloop-rigged boat to leeward, that had been for some time past 
infesting the coast. This information induced me to alter my course, and steer for the west end of Crabb 
Island. At 10 A. M. discovered a sloop beating to windward, and the small sloop-rigged boat standing: 
from the land; at 10.50 fired a shot to bring the sloop to; at 10.55 fired again; she hove about and stood 
for the land; spoke the sloop from St. Croix, bound to St. Thomas; made all sail for the sloop boat which 
run into ——— Bay, and her crew abandoned her, At 11.50 came to, and took possession of the deserted 
boat; at 11.55 made sail, and stood for the southeast end of Porto Rico; at sunset, came to in the 
harbor of Foxardo. 

On the morning of the 27th, a creole visited me from the shore, who bore an invitation from the 
commandant to me to visit him. At 7 A. M., in company with Lieutenant Ritchie, the pilot, and the con- 
sul’s clerk, I landed. For our better success, we appeared in the character of citizens; on my reaching 
the shore, the register of my vessel was demanded; I explained the object of my visit, and the policy of 
appearing in disguise. This, however, proved of no avail—I was not allowed to proceed to Foxardo. 
Supposing that the person who made these demands had no authority to detain me, I, in company with 
Lieutenant Ritchie, proceeded to the port of Foxardo, and explained, in the most satisfactory manner, to 
the captain of the port, the object of my visit, and produced a private letter from Mr. Cabot, American 
consul, to a merchant in that place, in relation to the service in which we were engaged. 

Having observed the necessary forms and ceremonies with regard to the captain of the port, we then 
waited upon the alealde, and further acquainted him with our mission, &c., who proffered us every assist- 
anc:. Having made a few inquiries in some of the retail stores, which had an immediate tendency to 
bring to light any who may have been engaged in this traffic, we received a positive order to proceed to 
the alcalde’s house, where we were also received by the captain of the port, who damned us as pirates, 
and requested of me register, papers, &c. I stated I possessed no register; I carried no papers, other 
than my commission, and that of my officers; we were seized as culprits, and conveyed to prison. To 
satisfy them of my real character, of which they pretended they had no positive proof, I consented, though 
repugnant to my feelings, to have my commission sent me. After its production, they declared it a 
forgery, and again remanded us to prison, declaring he would not release us until he had heard from St. 
John’s. I then demanded to know what was further required; the reply was, ‘‘Your appointment as 
lieutenant commandant of that vessel is what yon must produce.” 

lat first hesitated, and would not comply; but not wishing on my part to commit any action which 
might have a tendency to disturb the harmony existing between our respective governments, I produced 
ny appointment as lieutenant commandant. A council of officers was called, with other citizens of the 
place, who, after having heaped upon us the most shameful outrages, permitted us to depart on board. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES T. PLATT. 

To Commodore Davin Porrer, U. S. Navy. 
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Navy Department, Jay 2, 1825. 
I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of an enclosure contained in a letter from Commodore 


D. Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated Ist January, 1825. ; - 
(Signed) CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


No. 6. 


Navy Deparrment, February 1, 1823 

Sir: You have been appointed to the command of a squadron fitted out under an act of Congress of 
the 20th December last, to cruise in the West India seas and Gulf of Mexico, for the purpose of suppress- 
ing piracy, and affording effectual protection to the citizens and commerce of the United States. Your 
attention will also be extended to the suppression of the slave trade, according: to the provisions of the 
several acts of Congress on that subject; copies of which, and of the instructions heretofore given to 
our naval commanders thereon, are herewith sent to you. While it is your duty tg protect out commerce 
against all unlawful interruption, and to guard the rights, both of person and property, of the citizens of 
the United States, wherever it shall become necessary, you will observe the utmost caution not to encroach 
upon the rights of others; and should you at any time be brought into discussion or collision with any 
foreign power, in relation to such rights, it will be expedient and proper, that the same should” be con- 
ducted with as much moderation and forbearance, as is consistent with the honor of your country, and 
the just claims of its citizens. 

Should you in your cruise, fall in with any foreign naval force, engaged in the suppression of piracy, 
it is desirable that harmony and a good unde sti inding should be cultivated between you; and you will do 
everything on your part, that accords with the honor of the American fl ag, to promote this object. So soon 
as the vessels at Norfolk shall be ready for sea, you will proceed te the West Indies, by such route as 
you shall judge best, for the purpose of effecting the object of your cruise. You will establish at Thomp- 
son’s Island, usually called Key West, a depot, and land the ordnance and marines to protect the stores 
and provisions; if, however, you shall find any important objection to this place, and a more suitable and 
convenient one can be found, you are at liberty to select it as a depot. 

You will announce your arrival and object to the authorities, civil and military, of the Island of Cuba, 
and endeaver to obtain, as far as shall be practicable, their co-operation; or at least their favorable and 
friendly support, giving them the most unequivocal assurance, that your sole object is the destruction of 
pirates. ° 

The system of piracy, which has grown up in the West Indies, has obviously arisen from the war 
between Spain and the new governments, her late provinces in that hemisphere, and from the limited 
force in the islands, and their sparse population, many portions of each being entirely uninhabited and 
desolate, to which the active authority of the government does not extend, It is understood that estab- 
lishments have been made by parties of these banditti, in those uninhabited parts, to which they carry 
their plunder, and retreat in time of danger. It cannot be presumed that the government of any island 
will afford any protection or countenance to such robbers. It may, on the contrary, confidently be 
believed that all governments, and particularly those most exposed, will afford all means in their power 
for their suppression. 

Pirates are considered, by the law of nations, the enemies of the human race, It is the duty of all 
nations to put them down; and none who respect their own character or interest will refuse to do it, 
much less afford them assistance and protection. The nation that makes the greatest exertions to sup- 
press such banditti, has the greatest merit. 

In making such exertions, it has a right to the aid of every other power, to the extent of its means, 
and to the enjoyment, under its sanction, of all its rights in the pursuit of the object. Ino the case of 
belligerents, where the army of one party enters the territory of a neutral power, the army of the other 
has a right to follow it there. In the case of pirates, the right of the armed force of one power, to follow 
them into the territory of the other, is more complete. In regard to pirates, there is no neutral party; 
they being the enemies of the human race, all nations are parties against them, and may be considered 
as allies. The object and intention of our government is to respect the feelings, as well as the rights of 
others, both in substance and in form, in ali the measures which may be adopted to accomplish the end 
in view. Should, therefore, the crews of any vessels which you have seen engaged in acts of piracy, or 
which you have just cause to suspect of being of that c aracter, retreat into the ports, harbors, or settled 
parts of the islands, you may enter, in pursuit of them, such ports, harbors, and settled parts of the 
country, for the purpose of aiding the local authorities, or people, as the case may be, to seize and bring: 
the offenders to justice, previously giving notice that this is your sole object. Where the government 
exists, and is felt, you will in all instances respect the local authorities, and only act in aid of, and 
co-operation with them; it being the exclusive purpose of the government of the United States to suppress 
piracy; an object in which all nations are equally interested; and in the accomplishment of which, the 
Spanish authorities and people will, it is presumed, cordially co-operate with vou, 

If, in the pursui of pirates found at sea, they shall retreat into the unsettled parts of the islands, 0 
foreign territory, you are at liberty to pursue them so long, only, as there is reasonable prospect of being 
able to apprehend them, and in no case are you at liberty to pursue and apprehend any one after 
having been forbidden so to do, by competent authority of the local government. And should you on 
such pursuit apprehend any pirates upon land, you w ill deliver them over to the proper authority, to be 
dealt with according to law, and you will furnish such evidence as shall be in your power to prove the 
offence allege | against them. Should the local authorities refuse to receive and prosecute such persons 
so apprehended, on your furnishing them with reasonable evidence of their guilt, you will then keep them 
safely and securely, on board some of the vessels under your command, and report without delay to this 
Department the particular circumstances of such cases. Great complaints are made of the interruption 
and injury to our commerce, by privateers fitted out from Spanish ports. You will endeavor to obtain 
from the Spanish authorities a list of the vessels so commissioned, and ascertain how far they have been 
instructed to intercept our trade with Mexico and the Colombian republic; impressing upon them, that, 
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according to the well settled rule of the law of nations, the United States will not consider any portion 
of coast upon the Gulf of Mexico, as legally blockaded, except where a naval force is stationed, sufficient 
to carry into effect the blockading order or decree; and that this government does not recognize the right 
or authority of Spain to interdict or interrupt our commerce with any portion of the coast included within 
the Columbian republic or Mexican government, not actually blockaded by a competent force. 

All the United States ships and vessels of war in the West Indies, of which a list is herewith enclosed, 
are placed under your command, and you will distribute them to such stations as shall appear to you best 
calculated to afford complete protection to our commerce, in which you will embrace the object. of 
protecting the convey of specie from Vera Cruz, and the Mexican coast generally, to the United States. 
Keep one vessel at least upon this service, to be at, or near, Vera Cruz during the healthy season of the 
year, and to be relieved as occasion shall require, both for convoy of trade, and to bring specie to the 
United States—confining the transportation to the United States only. You will be particularly watehful 
to preserve the health of the oflicers and crew under your command, and to guard, in every possible 
manner, against the unhealthiness of the climate; not permitting any intercourse with the shore where 
the yellow fever prevails, except in cases of absolute necessity. 

. Wishing you good health, and a successful cruise, Lam, very respectfully, &e. 
(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 

Commodore Davin Porter, Commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies. 


Navy Department, May 2, 1825. 
I certify that the foregoing is a correct transcript from the records of this Department. 


(Signed) CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


Martneé Barracks, Allenton, Thompson’s Island, February 6, 1825. 

1, Thomas B. Barton, first lieutenant of marines in the service of the United States, and commanding 
the marines on this station, do make the following statement of facts, in relation to the proceedings of 
Commodore David Porter, commander-in-chief of the naval forces of the United States, in the West 
Indies, &e., at Foxardo, in the Island of Porto Rico, in the month of November, 1824. 

The United States schooner Grampus, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore Porter, with the 
United States schooner Beagle in company, arrived in the harbor of Foxardo on the 14th November, 1824, 
about 8 o’clock, A. M. IT was a passenger in the Grampus. Both vessels entered the harbor with the 
United States ensign displayed. We had searcely let go our anchor, which was done directly opposite a 
two gun battery on the summit of a hill, elevated perhaps eighty feet above the level of the ocean, when 
I perceived twenty or more men in the battery, loading and training the guns in the direction of the 
Grampus. I soon after received orders through Lieutenant Sloat, commander of the schooner, to be in 
readiness to command the marine guard attached to her, fourteen in number, and to proceed in the launch, ° 
the largest boat of the Grampus, with Lieutenant Pendergrast, her first lieutenant. 

The latter officer received the following orders, in substance, from Commodore Porter, in my presence: 
To proceed in the direction of the two gun battery, directly opposite, and land the men under his com- 
mand at as little hazard as possible. To take the battery, spike the guns, and destroy the ammunition; 
and then pursue the direction of the main body under the command of the commodore in person, Lieu- 
tenant Pendergrast was particularly ordered not. to fire a gun, unless he met with resistance; and not 
to permit the men to commit any depredation upon persons or property. 

We then pulled off from the Grampus, in a direction for the battery, and perceiving that they were 
training their guns, one to bear on the Grampus, and one on our launch, we made the best of our way to 
effect a landing in the rear of the fort, which we succeeded in doing in so short a space of time, that 
they could not bring the gun to bear on us, which they were using every exertion to do, 

Having succeeded in landing in rear of the battery, we mounted the hill with muskets, pistols, and 
cutlasses, and discovered the works to be that moment deserted by the Spaniards. We took quiet pos- 
session, and found two long cighteen pounders, one of them charged with a cartridge of powder and 
round shot, and a canister filled with grape shot, musket balls, and spikes, the gun primed, and a lighted 
match placed near it. The other gun was partly charged, but was deserted before the loading of her 
was completed. 

Agreeably to orders, we spiked the guns with files; and finding one or two charges of powder, and 
a canister with grape, musket balls, and spikes, alongside one of the guns, the ammunition was destroyed. 

After having secured the battery conformably to orders, we re-embarked in our launch, and pro- 
ceeded to the direction of the main body, which had landed near the road leading to the town of 
Foxardo, 

After we reached the landing, I was ordered by Commodore Porter to remain with a guard under 
my command, to protect the boats during his absence with the main body; and I was _ particularly 
ordered to permit no man of my guard, upon any consideration, to commit depredations upon the inhabi- 
tants or their property, which order was obeyed. 


(Signed) THOS. B. BARTON, Lieutenant Commanding Marines. 
Sworn before me this Tth of February, 1825. 


(Signed) JNO. R. MIFFLIN, 
A Justice of the Peace in and for the County of Monroe, Territory of Florida. 


VoL. WN——19 k 
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B. 


GENTLEMEN oF tHE Cocrt: Before you proceed to investigate the subject submitted to you, allow me 
to make a few remarks on the character of the precept which authorizes your forming yourselves into a 
court, and the nature of the duties which it imposes on you, 

As regards the first charge against me, submitted to your investigation, I have nothing at present 
to say; the Secretary of the Navy having preferred it against me, he has a perfect right to couch it in 
whatever language may appear to him most proper to obtain the end he has in view, The mere state- 
ment of the charge, however forcible the terms, is no proof of my guilt; and it remains for me to oppose 
to it the proofs [have in my possession; sufficient, 1 trust, to show that my conduct in landing in a hos- 
tile manner on the shores of Porto Rico was not only justifiable, but praiseworthy. 

It is, however, a duty I especially owe to myself and to others under my command, to notice the 
manner in which the second subject is submitted to your investigation, to wit, the carrying of specie, &e, 
You will perceive that it is admitted in the precept, that the investigation of this subject. is ordered at 
my particular request, and this being the case, it would scem but just that the request should be com- 
plied with, according to its terms. 

My request, as contained in my letter to the Secretary of the Navy of the second of March, is in 
the following words: 

“Having this day seen ina print, several letters from Mr, Thomas Randall and Mr, John Mountain, 
communicated through the State Department to Congress, and highly injurious to the character of myself 
and other officers belonging to the West India squadron, | have to request that an inquiry may be 
instituted, to ascertain how far facts will justify their statements and remarks, and the injurious 
remarks they have elicited on the floor of Congress.” 

You will perceive, by a perusal of the precept, that your attention is not directed to the inquiry 
asked for by me. You find nothing said of the particular documents referred to, or the persons named 
in my application; you are not directed to inquire how far facts will justify (heir statements and remarks, 
and the injurious remarks they have elicited on the floor of Congress. You are, in fact, not directed to 
extend the inquiry, se as to ascertain how far others, as well as myself, were implicated in transactions, 
which, if true, were highly disreputable to all concerned; but you are simply required to ascertain 
whether the naval foree in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico was employed to the best advantage; 
whether it was not employed in the transportation of specie, and in other objects of inferior moment, to 
the neglect of the public interest. [ bee you to compare the charge as it stands in the precept, with 
my request, and say if you can find the slightest resemblance between them. [am not very particular 
as to the manner in which this charge has been worded; but, as some of the vessels under my command 
have been ‘employed in the transportation of specie, and (perhaps) in other objects of inferior moment,” 
all of which, I trust, my orders from the Secretary of the Navy made necessary, your decision, in the 
negative or aflirmative, can therefore have no bearing on the innocence or guilt of myself, and those 
under my command, The question, had it been submitted to you as was intended by me, would havo 
been simply this: Have Captain Porter and the officers of the West India squadron basely neglected 
their duty, and sacrificed the public interests, as charged by Messrs. Randall and Mountain; and do they 
deserve the strictures which have been passed on them on the floor of Congress? 

The question, as it now stands in the precept, may require you to investigate the propriety of the 
orders issued from the Navy Department, but its decision can have no bearing on the conduct of those 
who acted in obedience to them. My motive in asking for this inquiry, was for the sole purpose of 
justifying myself, and others under my command, against the charges of Messrs. Randall and Mountain, 
and the illiberal remarks they gave rise to. IT had no wish to pry into the conduct or motives of the 
Secretary of the Navy, or to implicate him by any investigation touching his official conduct. IT have 
never doubted the propriety of the orders he gave me; nor do T doubt it now—but, as the question sub- 
mitted to you stands, the result must necessarily be a decision as to fhe’r propriety; a decision [ have 
never asked for, and with which [ have nothing to do. To me it matters little, whether the orders T acted 
under were in conformity with the laws for the suppression of piracy or not; it is only necessary for my 
justification to show, that I acted in strict obedience to the orders I received; let those who issued them, 
if there is anything wrong in them, answer for the rest. 

Messrs. Randall and Mountain are understood to have said, that myself, and others under my com- 
mand, have neglected the duties which were confided to us, to the discredit of the navy and the nation, to 
the injury of the property, and to the sacrifice of the citizens of the United States, for the sole purpose of 
benefiting ourselves, by the transportation of specie. If what those gentlemen say of us is true, we are 
not only unworthy of holding commissions in the navy, but are deserving the severest punishment a court- 
martial can sentence us to receive; and if we are not guilty, we should not only be pronounced innocent, 
but our slanderers and calumniators should be exposed to the world as men unworthy of confidence. 

It becomes then a question of character between them and us. If they prove their charges, they 
deserve well of their country for exposing us, and we must sink, and deservedly; if we acquit ourselves 
of them, they will no longer be worthy of consideration. 

The question then should have been submitted to you in all its bearings, in strict conformity with 
the language of the request which produced the order for the inquiry; and had this been done, you would 
have been able to have come to a satisfactory conclusion; but confining yourself to the subject as pre- 
sented to you in the precept before you, there can be no decision touching the point at issue, between 
Messrs. Randall and Mountain, and myself and others, 

I have taken the liberty to make these remarks at this early period, with the hope that you would, by 
applying to the Secretary of the Navy, obtain a revision or modification of the precept, so as to enable 
you to reach the object which induced me to ask the inquiry; or, at least, that such measures might be 
taken, as may seem to you expedient, to enable you to effect the purpose which caused me to make the 
application for an investigation of the truth of the charges, 

I beg the court to be persuaded that these remarks, and this request, originated in no wish to 
embarrass, or throw difficulties in the way of the inquiry; but from a sincere desire that the accusers may 
have every opportunity of proving their charges, and the accused the advantage of rebutting them; that 
truth may be made known, and justice obtained, the only end and object, it is presumed, of the investiga- 
tion. I beg leave to state farther, that it was not my intention to make, under any circumstances 
whatever, objections to any member whom the Secretary of the Navy might think proper to order on this 
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court, and I should now waive all objections was my conduct alone the subject of inquiry; but since the 
Secretary has chosen, by the same precept, to submit to you charges against me, originating with myself, 
and the investigation of the conduct of myself and others, asked for by me, it is a duty I owe to others, to 
d by every means In My power agamst a decision injurious to them. 

It has not escaped your observation, there are two members of this court junior to me. This, how- 
ever, at first sight, may not by many be considered a r rasonable ground of objection, as the act for the 
better government of the navy only requires three commissioned officers, and a judge advocate, to 
constitute a court of inquiry; but I think it must be apparent, that the intention of the framers of the law 
was, that with the exception of the difference of the members which compose them, courts of inquiry 
should be formed, regulated and governed on the same principles as courts-martial. 

A court-martial may consist of from five to thirteen members; but it is required that not more than 
one-half of the members, if it can be avoided, shall be junior to the officer tried. This rule, no doubt, was 
intended to prevent the interested feeling of the junior members from operating to the prejudice uf the 
oflicer to be tried, and the same rule should in justice govern courts of inquiry; courts of inquiry having 
the same power to summon witnesses, administer oaths and punish contempt, it was evidently designed 
that they should be similarly constituted. By every rule and principle of justice, the accused should be 
tried by disinterested juniors, or at least a majority of them. 

Will it be contended that, because the law requires three commissioned officers to constitute a court 
of inquiry, that three commissioned officers, from any of the subordinate classes, would be a sufficient 
court to Investigate and report on the conduct of the commander of a squadron? Lieutenants, pursers, 
chaplains, surgeons, and | believe surgeons’ mates, are commissioned officers; but surely it will not be 
asserted that a sufficient court for the investigation of my conduct could be formed of these classes. — It 
was, therefore, evidently designed, that only such commissioned officers as may legally sit on a court- 
martial can sit on a court of inquiry,—should not only be similar in their organization, but also formed of 
the same materials as Courts-martial. 

With this view of the subject, I feel that I should do not my duty to others, considering the fearful 
odds I have to contend against, if 1 did not submit to the court whether, with a majority junior to myself, 
it can legally proceed to investigate my conduct. That the court is formed agreeably to the letter of the 
law, I cannot deny, nor could I, were it formed of any of the subordinate classes I have mentioned. But 
whether it is formed according to its spirit and intention, and on principles of justice, is the question I 
beg leave to submit to you, 


guar 


Navy Yarp, Washington, May 2, 1825. 

Sir: I am instructed by the court of inquiry, convened to investigate the conduct of Captain David 
Porter, to inform you that the court was this day duly organized, in pursuance of the precept in the case, 
and that after the members were duly sworn, Captain Porter read to the court a certain paper herewith 
transmitted for your consideration. You will perceive that an exception is taken to the court itself, as 
not composed of competent members. 

This objection applies to a majority of the court, and they consequently feel a delicacy in determin- 
ing a question involving their own competency. The court, therefore, has deemed it correct, to submit 
the questions thus raised, to your determination; and to adjourn the court for the purpose of obtaining 
your opinion, before proceeding in the investigation, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD 8S. COXE, Judge Advocate. 
The Hon. Samvet L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





D. 
Navy Department, May 3, 1825. 

Sir: Your letter of yesterday’s date, communicating the paper submitted to the court by Captain D. 
Porter, has been received. 

If it was the intention of Captain Porter to present a challenge, or offer a specific legal exception, to 
any member, the proper tribunal for its decision was the court itself—the proper time was before the 
members were sworn. 

If, as is presumed, he designed to complain of the manner in which the court was composed, as unjust 
or illegal, he ought, before the meeting of the court, to have applied to the Department, which alone pos- 
sessed the power of affording a remedy. 

A copy of the precept, stating the names of the officers who were to compose the court, and the object 
of inquiry, was furnished to him on the 20th day of April last. 

As, however, you have deemed it correct to “submit the questions raised” by Captain Porter, to “ my 
determination,” it is proper to add, that the opinion of the Department as to the legality of constituting 
the court with three captains, of the same rank with Captain Porter, one being senior, and two junior, to 
himself, was necessarily expressed in the very act which created and convened the court; and no argu- 
ment is discovered, in the paper submitted, calculated to change that opinion. 

As it is not supposed that the court possesses the power to decide on the form of the precept, the 
objects for which it should have been convened, or those into which it would be proper to inquire, the 
reason and design of the comment which is made on the form and words of the precept are not distinctly 
perceived, and may be totally misapprehended. 

If its form seemed incorrect to Captain Porter, or not caleulated to meet the objects which he had in 
asking for an inquiry, the Department, which alone possessed the power to alter the form of the precept, 
and change the scope of the investigation, ought to have been addressed on the subject. 

The President of the United States having thought proper to order an investigation into the trans- 
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actions at Foxardo, it was the duty of the Department so to frame the precept as to meet that object; 
and it is believed that the court will find no ditticulty in comprehending what is directed on that point, 

The inquiry relating to some other parts of the conduct of Captain Porter, while commanding: the 
squadron in the West Indies, was granted at his request, and was intended to be so general, as to per- 
mit him the utmost latitude in proving what had been his conduct on any particular point which he might 
select; and showing that he was free from all just cause of accusation, by whomsoever made. If the 
words be not sufficiently broad to permit such an investigation, they would heretofore have been promptly 
extended, at his request, and no difficulty will now be made should he so request it, in so directing the 
court as to accomplish his object. The defect on this point, if ong exist, is not perceived, 

It was not the intention of the Department, at the suggestion or solicitation of Captain Porter, to 
direct the court to inquire into the conduct of other officers, of whose actions the Department saw no 
cause to complain; who had not asked for any inquiry; and for whom, it was not perceived that he had 
any authority to demand it. 

" Much less was it the intention of the Department, on an inquiry asked by him, to submit to the court 
the legality or the propriety of the orders given to him; nor is it believed that the precept can bear any 
such construction, 

With this view of the matters contained in the papers submitted, the Department has only to direet, 
that the court, constituted as it is, proceed to make the inquiry directed by the precept. 

I am, respectfully, yours, &c., &e., 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTITARD. 

Ricnarp §. Coxe, Esq., 

Judge Advocate of the Naval Court of Inquiry, at the Navy Yard, Washington. 





GENTLEMEN OF THE Court: Before proceeding to the examination of any witness in my defence, I must 
beg leave to enter my protest against the decision of the Secretary of the Navy as regards the legality 
of the formation of the court. A question of law and justice, on which the court either from incompetency 
or delicacy are unwilling to come to a decision, should not be decided on by the officer with whom the 
illegality and injustice complained of is supposed to have originated. A question of the importance of the 
one submitted to you, 1 was impressed with a belief, at the time of presenting it, would be, and am still 
of the opinion should be, submitted to the Attorney General of the United States, if the court from any 
cause, was unwilling to take the responsibility on itself. And, in order that I may not be supposed to 
have given my assent to any circumstance, which by any tribunal hereafter, may be supposed to vitiate 
the legality of your proceedings, I must beg leave to decline taking any part whatever in this investi- 
gation, until the question I have submitted to you is decided on by competent authority—a question not 
originating in any captious disposition on my part to create difliculties, as it would appear, from the 
quotation in the Secretary’s letter, is supposed to be the cause, but from a sincere desire that every 
proceeding in the case should be conducted according to the strictest principles of law and justice. 

if an error, as is intimated, was committed in point of form, in the time taken to state my objection, the 
court will no doubt recollect that the error did not originate with me. L apprised the members assembled 
before its formation of my intention, and adopted the time suggested to me by the judge advocate. But 
even if an error had been committed by me merely in point of form, is it just, considering all circum- 
stances, that the party opposed to me should avail itself of this error to my disadvantage, when no intima- 
tion whatever of the error was made to me, at any time, either by the court, or its law adviser? 

That I did not apply to the Department before the meeting of the court, to remedy the evil complained 
of, scarcely needs an explanation; 7 if does, you have it now in the decision of the Secretary. 

I feel it due to myself, in making this protest, to place on the record my reply to the intimation, that 
the precept would have been changed, on my application, before the meeting of the court. 

You have already been made acquainted with the language used in my application for the investiga- 
tion sought for by me; it is therefore unnecessary to repeat it. The Secretary, in what purports to be his 
reply, dated on 16th of March, states as follows: 

“It has become my duty to apprise you of the determination of the Executive, that a court of inquiry 
will be formed, as soon as circumstances will permit, to examine into the occurrence at Foxardo, which 
was the occasion of your recall, and also to comply with the request contained in your letter of the 8th 
inst.” 

I must observe that I understood the Seerctary to mean by the letter of the 8th my letter of the 2d, 
as I never made any request to him in any letter of that date, relating to the subjects submitted to you. 
Confiding in the assurance of his reply, I was greatly surprised at the wording of the precept, and I must 
leave you to decide whether, after it had been issued, the court was not the proper medium through 
which I was bound to communicate with the Secretary. 

I will further remark that, in the letter accompanying the precept, the Secretary, from some objections 
to the style of my letter, thought proper to remind me of the relation which subsists between me and the 
Department. And not willing that offence should in future be taken when none was intended, or to incur 
a similar reproof when none was deserved, I thought it safest, on my own account, that all my communi- 
cations should, in future, be made to you, and through you. 


Et 


GENTLEMEN OF THE Court; Before proceeding to the examination of any witness in my defence, T must 
beg leave to enter my protest against the decision of the Secretary of the Navy, as regards the legality 
of the formation of the court. 


*As with the objectionable matter underscored by the court. tAs presented by Captain Porter. 
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A question of law and justice on which the court, either from incompetency or delicacy, are unwilling 
to come to a decision, should not be decided on by the ofticer with whom the illegality and justice com- 
plained of is supposed to have originated. A question of the importance of the one submitted to you, I 
was impressed with a belief, at the time of presenting it, would be, and aun still of the opinion should be, 
submitted to the Attorney General of the United States, if the court from any cause was unwilling to 
take the responsibility on itself. And, in order that I may not be supposed to have given my assent to 
any circumstance which, by any tribunal hereafter, may be supposed to vitiate the legality of your 
proceedings, I must beg leave to decline taking any part whatever in this investigation, until the 
question I have submitted to you is decided on by competent authority—a question not originating 
in any captious disposition on my part to create difficulties, as it would appear, from the quotation in the 
secretary’s letter, is supposed to be the case, but from a sincere desire that every proceeding in the case 
should be conducted according to the strictest principles of law and justice. 

If an error, as is intimated, was committed in point of form, in the time taken to state my objection, 
the court will no doubt recollect that the error did not originate with me. I apprised the members 
assembled before its formation of my intention, and adopted the time suggested to me by the judge advo- 
cate, But even if an error had been committed by me, merely in point of form, is it just, considering all 
circumstances, that the party opposed to me should avail itself of this error to my disadvantage, when 
no intimation whatever of the error was made to me, at any time, either by the court or its law adviser? 

That I did not apply to the Department before the meeting of the court, to remedy the evil complained 
of, searecly needs an explanation; if it does, you have it now in the decision of the Secretary. 

I feel it due to myself, in making this protest, to place on the record my reply to the intimation, that 
the precept would have been changed, on my application, before the meeting of the court. 

You have already been made acquainted with the language used in my application for the investi- 
gation sought for by me; it is therefore unnecessary to repeat it. The Secretary, in what purports to be 
his reply, dated on the 16th of March, states as follows: 

“Tt has become my duty to apprise you of the determination of the Executive, that a court of inquiry 
will be formed, as soon as circumstances will permit, to examine into the occurrence at Foxardo, which was 
the occasion of your recall, and also to comply with the request contained in your letter of the 8th instant.” 

I must observe that I understood the Secretary to mean by the letter of the 8th, my letter of the 2d, 
as I never made any request of him in any letter of that date relating to the subjects submitted to you. 
Confiding in the assurance of his reply, I was greatly surprised at the wording of the precept, and I must 
leave you to decide whether, after it had been issued, the court was not the proper medium through which 
I was bound to communicate with the Secretary. 

I will further remark that, in the letter accompanying the precept, the Secretary, from some objec- 
tions to the style of my letter, thought proper to remind me of the relation which subsists between me 
and the Department; and not willing that offence should in future be taken when none was intended, or to 
incur a similar reproof when none was deserved, I thought it safest, on my own account, that all my com- 
munications should in future be made to you, and through you. 





Wasutneton, May 5, 1825. 

GENTLEMEN OF THE Court: Having carefully perused the paper commented on by the court, on account 
of which it is thought proper to pass censure, and not being able to detect in it a single expression which 
bears the construction the court has thought proper to place on it, I cannot consent, by any alteration on 
my part, to admit that by it any disrespect was intended by me, either to the court or the head of the 
Navy Department; and it is the cause of great surprise to me that the court should have entertained such 
an opinion. 

The court having thought proper to underscore, as disrespectful, the word incompetency, as used by 
me in relation to it, I beg to state distinctly that the word was not used in regard to intellectual incom- 
petency, and in no other sense could it be offensive; but with respect to its legal incompetency, (in the 
opposite sense in which the court itself applied the word competency, ) which was supposed to be admitted 
when the subject was referred to the Secretary for his decision, Delicacy I did not conceive to be the 
only motive for the course taken by the court, as I did not believe it a sufficient and satisfactory one; 
being under the impression that it was the duty of every officer to perform the service confided to him, 
however delicate, provided it be legal. 

The declining to make a decision on my first application, and referring the subject to the Secretary 
of the Navy, was, as I supposed, an admission of the imcompetency of the court to decide, or a voluntary 
relinquishment of its right, if it possessed it; a right which, I am of opinion, the court cannot again resume 
after the opinion of the Secretary is, at its request, made known. 

If the court had the right to decide in the first instance, no delicacy should have prevented its decision; 
but relinquishing its right, Iam under the impression it cannot resume it to decide now as to its legality, 
and I cannot acquiesce either in its power to decide, the propriety of the decision it has come to, or the 
rule it has established with regard to the course it has thought proper to adopt towards me. 

If 1 am not permitted te appear before the court on terms of perfect equality with my accusers, who- 
ever they be, and to defend myself in the way which may appear to me the most proper, (always observing 
due respect to the court and the Secretary,) I must, in justice to myself, decline offering any defence, 
Which may be liable to be weakened by an interposition on the part of this or any other tribunal. 

With this remark I beg leave to adhere to the determination expressed in the paper on which the court 
has animadverted with so much, and I think with such undeserved, severity. 

T have the honor to return to the court a copy of the paper commented on, underscored, and marked 
by it as objectionable, together with a copy as it was submitted by me to the court. 

T have the honor to be, with sentiments of the highest respect, 
the court’s very obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


The President and Members of the Court of Inquiry, now in session. 
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Navy Department, Way 7, 1825. 

Sir: I received, yesterday, from Captain David Porter, a letter transmitting a number of papers 
which he designates as “original letters and depositions, respecting transactions at I oxardo, and the 
piratical character of the place.” His letter is dated, no doubt: by mistake, “ March 6, 1825,” 

It is supposed to be the wish of Captain Porter, that these papers should be laid before the court of 
inquiry fur its consideration, They are therefore, with a copy of his letter, enclosed to you for that 
purpose. : . . . 

I also enclose, for the same purpose, certain papers in the Spanish language, received through the 
Department of State from Mr. Salmon, Charge des Affaires of the government of Spain, in this country. 

They are accompanied by translations. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, _ 
(Signed ) SAWL L, SOUTHARD. 


. 


Ricuarp 8. Coxe, Esq., Judge Advocate, present. 


If. 


Navy Yarp, Washington, May 9, 1825. 

Sir: I am instructed by the court to transmit to you, agreeably to the directions of the precept, the 
report of the result of the investigation which has been made into the conduct of Captain David Porter, 
in landing with an armed force on the Island of Porto Rico, in November last. 

Having no evidence to lay before the court, in regard to the second branch of the investigation 
directed to be made, and Captain Porter having declined taking any part in the investigation, and entered 
his protest against the competency of the court, | am also instructed to inform you that it has nothing 
before it at this time, and has adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 11 o’clock. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) RICIVD S. COXE, Judge Advocate. 

The Hon. Samvet L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the record of the proceedings in the foregoing case on 
file in this department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1820. . 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE COURT OF INQUIRY, IN RELATION TO THE TRANSPORTATION OF SPECIE. 


Turspay, Jay 10. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
and the judge advocate. No answer having been received to the communication made yesterday to the 
Secretary of the Navy, the court adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 11 o’clock. 


Wepnesbay, May 11. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The judge advocate submitted to the court a communication 
from the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, which was read, annexed to the record, and marked J, 
and sundry documents accompanying it. The reading of the documents was continued until half after 
three o’clock, when the court adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, May 12. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The court proceeded in the reading of the documents, and 
continued reading the same until three o’clock, when the court adjourned till to-morrow morning at half: 
past 10 o’clock. 


Fripay, May 13. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before. The judge advo- 
cate read and submitted to the court sundry orders from Captain Porter, during his command, annexed 
to the record. 

The court proceeded to the examination of Thomas Randall, Esq., who, being duly sworn, according 
to law, deposes and says: 

Question. In what public capacity did you visit the Island of Cuba, in the year 1824? when did you 
arrive there? and how long did you remain? 

Answer, The official duties enjoined upon me, on going to the Island of Cuba, were various. The prin- 
cipal related to reclamations, to be made on the authorities of the island, arising out of captures made 
by privateers from Porto Rico and Porto Cabello; appeals in which cases had been carried up to courts 
in the Island of Cuba. I was also charged with demanding certain papers and documents from the 
authorities of the island, to be used before the commissioners under the Florida treaty. I held also the 
appointment of Commissary (a separate one) for demanding the archives and accounts under the Florida 
treaty. I was also charged with certain confidential duties, which it is unnecessary to mention, as they 
have no relation to the present subject of inquiry. 





sapieagiiel 





a Ee 


PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL. 151 


1825.] 
The instruction contained in the printed document contains all that I received from the government 
on the subject of piracy, and was considered wholly incidental, not forming one of the objects of my 
visit. J arrived at Havana on the 3d May, 1824, and sailed from the island on or about the 9th of Novem- 
per, to the best of my recollection. I was upon the island during the whole of that period, with the 
exception of about au week, consumed in a voyage to Matanzas, via Key West, in the schooner Terrier. 
Ques. Do the printed documents shown you contain your dispatches to the government? 
Ans. Yes; there may be some verbal inaccuracies, but, with that exception, they contain all I wrote 
upon the subject of piracy to any one. ; ; ; 
Ques. At the time you were in the Island of Cuba, were you acquainted with the instructions under 
which Commodore Porter was acting? 


Ans. No. 
Ques. From what source did you obtain the information you communicated? were they official or 





private? ; : ? 

Ans. The sources were various: sometimes from casual conversations; sometimes from one gentle- 
man; sometimes from another. My object was to obtain such information as I could rely upon, from 
whatever quarter it Could be had. I endeavored to exercise a discriminating judgment as to the credit 
which was to be given to the sources from which the information was obtained; and I believe that I 
have usually stated to the government the amount of credit to which the different facts which I commu- 
nicated, were, in my opinion, entitled. The information was spontancously communicated to me, conceiving 
it to be a subordinate part of my business; and being very much occupied, and sometimes sick, I did not 
search for information upon this head. I did not conceive it to be my duty to search for information 
regarding the navy; but I conceived it my duty, when facts came to my knowledge, to report them. 

Ques. During the period of your stay in Cuba, in what description of vessels did the pirates usually 
go to seal. ; ; 

Ans. Generally, I believe, in open boats; sometimes in boats, I believe partially decked—calculated 
either to row or sail, or both; sometimes in schooners of a larger class. 

(ues. Were these vessels calculated for a small draft of water, and were the places from which 
they could put out and take refuge, numerous, and difficult to find along the coast of Cuba? 

Ans. Such was the information communicated to me, from sources which I deemed authentic. 

(ues. Could any naval force, however numerous or vigilant, ensure safety at all times from these 
pirates, without the active aid of the authorities on shore? 

Ans. Lhave given a deliberate opinion upon that subject, in my communication to the government, 
which remains unchanged, but rather confirmed by information subsequently received, 

Ques. During the spring and summer of 1824, how many vessels were under the command of Com- 
modore Porter? where were they employed, and in what service respectively? 

Ans. Leannot say; I know nothing of the vessels, except from their occasional visits to Cuba, while 
I was there, and causual conversations of the officers attached to them. I knew no other way of their 
being under the command of Commodore Porter after his return to the United States. 

Ques. During your stay in Cuba, what American men-of-war, according to your recollection, touched 
at the island? 

Ans. While I was at Havana, the John Adams arrived on the 4th May, reported to be last from 
Matanzas, and sailed about the 6th for the Bay of Mexico. The schooner Wild Cat arrived from Matan- 
zas on the 24th May bound to Key West. The steam galliot, with Commodore Porter, arrived on the 
12th May, from Matanzas, and sailed, I believe, for the same place, on the same evening. May 3lst, 
the Terrier arrived from the same place. On the 16th June, the Spark, reported from Tampico and 
Alvarado, and sailed on the 22d for New York. July 7th, the Grampus arrived off the Moro, reported 
from the Bay of Mexico, and sailed on or about the 8th, for New York. July 10th, the Terrier arrived 
from a cruise after pirates, and sailed the same day. July 12th, the John Adams arrived from the Bay 
of Mexico, and sailed the 18th, for Philadelphia. On the 20th, one of the small schooners arrived; I did 
not ascertain which. On the 29th, the Terrier was in the port—August 3d, she was in port: whether she 
had been out in the interim, I cannot say. On the 4th, I sailed in her for Matanzas, via Key West, for 
benefit of my health. I think I returned about the 30th August to Havana, in the steamboat. The Fox 
arrived September 15th, reported from Tampico, and sailed on the 19th, I believe, for the United States. 
On the Lith September, the Weazel arrived from the United States, via Barbadoes, bound to Tampico, 
as reported. The 23d, the Ferret, from Key West, for medical aid. October 13th, the Porpoise arrived 
from the coast of Africa. On the 16th, the Hornet arrived, last from St. Jago. The Shark arrived, I 
think, about the 4th November, reported from the Bay of Mexico; I think from Alvarado and Tampico. 
She had also previously arrived from the United States, on her way to the Bay of Mexico, date not recol- 
lected. There may have been other arrivals and departures without my knowledge; but I have a 
memorandum from my journal of those which I have stated, 

(Jues. How many, and which, of these vessels carried specie? what amount? where from? and where 
bound, as you understood at the time? 

Ans. Tam uninformed in most of the cases of any particulars as to the amount of specie. IT learned 
generally that most of the vessels arriving at Havana from the ports in the Bay of Mexico, had specie on 
board on freight. Captain Gallagher, of the Shark, reported to me that he had $127,000 to be delivered 
at Havana and in the United States. My impression is that Captain Dallas informed me he had some 
specie, the amount I do not recollect. Lieutenant Ritchie gave me the same information, I think, in regard 
to his vessel. I heard, also, that the Spark carried specie. 

Ques. If there is any information which you possess, other than that you have communicated, calcu- 
lated to elucidate the subject before the court, will you be good enough to state it? 

Ans. I do not at present recollect anything in particular, It may, perhaps, be proper to mention, as 
my impression, that some of the information I obtained relative to the transaction of specie, was derived 
from Mr. Mountain, the vice consul, and acting in the room of Mr. Warner, the consul, in whose office the 
negotiations, relative to the transportation of specie, were sometimes transacted in my presence. 

Ques. Do you know of any shipments of specie being made by any of the vessels from Havana? 

Ans, I do not recollect any particular instance, except that Iam under the impression that Captain 
Gallagher informed me he had received on board the Shark some additional specie at that place. I have 
also a general impression that when vessels were about sailing from Havana to the United States, addi- 
tional sums were put on board them there. I returned to the United States in the Shark. 
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William B. Finch, a master commandant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn aceord- 
ing to law, deposes and says: 

Between November, 1823, and the autumn of 1824, T acted as captain to the squadron under the com. 
mand of Commodore Porter. The orders in the order book, in my handwriting, were the general orders 
which were circulated through the squadron. I considered the squadron employed, during the whole 
period that I was with it, in conformity with the instructions received from the Department. The sup- 
pression of piracy and the protection of commerce appeared to be the particular objects in view. Some 
vessels were occasionally dispatched for the special purpose of suppressing the slave trade. The vessels 
which went down the gulf, and carried specie, as well as my recollection serves me, were the John Adams 
Captain Dallas; the Grampus, Lieutenant Commandant Sloat; the Weazel, Lieutenant Commandant Boar- 
man; the Jackall, Lieutenant Commandant Lee; the Pox, Lieutenant Commandant Ritchie; the Weazel 
Lieutenant Commandant Zantzinger. All had orders, as I believe, to receive specie, in subordination nb 
the general duties of the squadron, This was part of the routine in the service. The Shark, Lieutenant 
Stevens, went from the United States direct to that quarter, with agents from the Bank of the United 
States. This was, I believe, the only instance in which the carrying specie was the special object. 
According to my opinion all the force was employed which the circumstances of the case required for 
the suppression of piracy. When we left Matanzas, about the middle of June, for the United States, | 
do not think there was any appearance of piracy remaining in that quarter, and a sufficient foree was left 
there to keep it down. ‘Two small schooners, the Ferret and the Terrier, were left under the command of 
Lieutenants Farragut and Paine, with a barge, to look after pirates, and to keep open the communication 
between Thompson's Island and Cuba. In the then state of things, I thought that force as competent to 
effect the object as a larger one could have been. I think such was the disposition and feeling of the 
officers, that if any course had sugeested itself as calculated to effect the suppression of piracy, it would 
have been mentioned to Commodore Porter; but none better calculated to attain that end, was, as I 
believe, thought of. IT believe that it was the universal opinion of the officers, that the force under the 
command of Commodore Porter could not have been more efficaciously employed. 

When I returned to the United States, the Sea Gull alone came; the two vessels mentioned were left 
there, and other vessels of the squadron would be occasionally arriving at Thompson’s Island from differ- 
ent quarters, where they had been cruising. 

The court adjourned till half-past ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturpay, May 4. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before. 

A.J. Dallas, amaster commandant in the navy of the United States, being sworn according to law, says: 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Commodore Porter, ‘and 
during what period of time? 

Answer J] was master commandant, in command of the John Adams, from some time in November, 1823, 
till the month of February, 1825, when we arrived in the United States. 

Ques. On what service were you employed during that period? Produce such orders and instructions 
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as you received, 

Ans. From February, 1824, when we left the United States, until May 2d, 1824, when Commodore 
Porter, with his family, left the John Adams, that vessel bearing his broad pendant, had been engaged 
in cruising in the West Indies, say from St. Barts to Key West, running down through the islands. The 
particular object of this cruise was the destruction of all the pirates, and piratical establishments, as well 
on the ocean as on shore, that we could meet with. The letter from Captain Porter, of April 8th, 1824, 
contains a correct history of the cruise till its date. In that letter, Commodore Porter, speaks of a small 
schooner which had taken sheiter among the Colorados reefs; this being the only vessel of a suspicious 
character which we saw during the period of time that he was with me. IT will state the circumstances 
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which occurred in relation to her. 

On making the schooner, the commodore at once pronounced her to be of a piratical character, and 
directed me to haul into the reef and to prepare two quarter boats; his anxiety then induced him to 
ascend the mizen rigging; on seeing her get under way, we ran the ship into three fathoms water on 
the reef. Finding it dangerous to go further, the boats were lowered down and sent in pursuit. 

They were absent some short time, but finding the schooner was getteng away from them they were 
recalled. On their return to the ship, we made sail in company with the convoy, as many as ten or 
twelve vessels, and proceeded to Thompson's Island. Tmmediately on our arrival at the island, an expe- 
dition was fitted ont under the command of Captain Wilkinson, composed of the Sea Gull and three 
barges, two of which were manned and officered from the John Adams, They were directed to proceed, 
as I understood, in search of the vessel we had seen at the Colorados reef. After some considerable 
absence, they returned without having been able to detect the vessel, but with information from the 
shore of her piratical character, Captain Wilkinson’s report of the expedition is dated April 24, 1824. 
Shortly after their return, J was directed to get under way and proceed to Matanzas. The commodore 
and his family still on board. Off Matanzas, on the 2d May, T reeeived the order of that date, (read and 
annexed.) Lieutenant Lee, in company with Licutenant Legare, in the Jackall and Wild Cat, in conse- 
quence of the failure of the expedition sent after the schooner, and the information communicated by 
Captain Wilkinson of which I have spoken, were dispatched by the commodore to Cape Cartouche where 
the said schooner was supposed to have sailed to fit out. After performing the duties assigned to them, 
Lieutenant Lee, in the Jackall, was to join me at any point in the Gulf of Mexico which I might direet. 
I think I directed him to mect me at Alvarado, As relates to the cruise directed in my orders of May 
2d, these orders were fully performed, with the exception of touching at Campeachy; my reasons for not 
going there, were, that I ascertained that my vessel would be obliged to anchor about 25 miles from the 
land, and the Jackall was about going there, which I considered as superseding the necessity of my 


I therefore crossed the bank of Yucatan, and went down to Tampico, going as neat 
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visiting that place. 
to Cape Cartouche as I could. 

I remained a very short time at Tampico, about three days, when I sailed for Vera Cruz. I arrived 
at about 9 o’clock off the Castle of St. Juan de Ulloa, and hove to for the night. Tn the morning finding 
that a strong current had carried me considerably to the eastward, T concluded to stop off Alvarado, 
where T remained some few days. At each of these places that I visited, I offered convoy to American 
vessels, but there were none at the time who required it 
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I left Alvarado in a few days, and proceeded to the Island of Sacrificios, near Vera Cruz. Finding 
nothing to detain me there, after remaining about thirty-six hours, I returned to Tampico. On my route 
to Alvarado, I fell in with Lieutenant Lee, whom I left at that place. 

On my last visit to Tampico, I remained eight or ten days, and received on board from Mr. Robinson, 
then partner of the American consul, and since holding himself that office, $104,000 in specie; of this 
about $70,000 was destined to Philadelphia, and the residue to be delivered at Havana. After receiving 
that money on board, and not considering my cruise as having expired, I sailed for Vera Cruz, when [ 
met with a small English brig of war, from which I received information of some piratical acts that had 
been committed near a lake called Terminos, on the main near the head of the gulf, where it was said 
that pirates had retreated after making a capture. On receiving this information, 1 immediately got 
under way and proceeded to Alvarado, where I requested of the commandant of marines one of the 
Mexican gunboats as a loan, not having myself any small vessel, and the draft of the John Adams 
being too great to permit my approach to the lake. He loaned me the baat, when I officered and manned 
her. The second night after sailing from Alvarado towards the lake, the gunboat in company, the wind 
blowing fresh, I was informed by Licutenant Grimke, who was in command of her, that the mast was 
sprung. On examination I found myself obliged to return with her to Alvarado, where I delivered her 
over again to the commandant from whom I had procured her; requesting our consul Mr. Taylor, in case 
he found that the accident had occurred while the boat was in our possession, to have it replaced, 

Having thus lost so much time, and aware of the impossibility of doing anything with the John 
Adams alone, from her being unable to approach the shore, I concluded that, as the time had expired 
which had been allowed for my cruise, to return to the Havana; I arrived at Havana July 12th, and 
sailed, I think, on the 15th, for Matanzas, where I expected to receive orders from Commodore Porter. I 
got my orders there, directing me to proceed immediately to New York. On receiving these orders, I 
wrote to him the letter, (read and annexed, ) and sailed for Philadelphia, where I arrived about the 26th 
of the same month. After refitting at Philadelphia, and the ship being reported ready for sea, an order 
was received from Commodore Barron, directing me not to proceed to sea until further orders. An order, 
dated October 22d, from Commodore Porter, was received, directing me to be ready to proceed immedi- 
ately to sea on his joining the ship. 

The day after receiving the order, late in the evening, Commodore Porter arrived at Newcastle; 
early the next morning he came on board, and we proceeded to sea. We arrived at St. Bartholomews 
early in November. After remaining there a short time we proceeded to St. Thomas; from thence to 
Passage Island; and thence to Foxardo, where the circumstance happened, which I have already fully 
detailed. From thence we coasted the islands down, examining all the places that were suspicious, or 
which we supposed might shelter pirates of any description—particularly the Island of Cuba, where I 
do not think that from Cape Maze, on the easternmost end of the Isle of Pines, and the Jardines on the 
south side at the west end of Cuba, there was a single creek, inlet or bay, of any size or description, 
which was not carefully examined; the ship being, during the day, from a mile and a half to two miles 
from the shore, and the boats constantly engaged in the examination. From thence we proceeded to the 
Dry Tortugas, anchoring among them, and remaining there two or three days. Thence we proceeded to 
Thompson’s Island. After being some time at Key West, we received a report that some piracies had 
been committed. An expedition was fitted out, consisting of two barges, manned and officered from the 
John Adams, and under the command of Lieutenant Grimke. These boats left Thompson’s Island and 
joined the Sea Gull, on board of which was the commodore, at Havana. On board the Sea Gull was also 
a part of the marine guard of the John Adams. Previous to the return of the boats, Commodore Porter 
had received orders from the Navy Department to return to the United States. He selected the John 
Adams to return in. We were detained until some time in February, in consequence of the absence of 
the men and officers of the John Adams on the above expedition. We sailed in February, and towards 
the end of that month, arrived in Hampton Roads. One of the boats, officered and manned from the 
John Adams, did not rejoin us, previous to our sailing for the United States. 

Ques. During your being in the John Adams, under the command of Commodore Porter, did you carry 
on freight any other specie than what you have already mentioned? 

Ans. None, 

Ques. Was that specie shipped entirely by American merchants? 

Ans. It was shipped by Mr. Robertson, an American, and now American consul at Tampico. 

Ques. What premium or freight was received on account of such transportation, and how was it 
appropriated? 

Ans. I believe there was $1,899.99 received for the freight, the third of which was paid to Commodore 
Porter—the residue was my own. The portion paid to the commodore was paid pursuant to the general 
custom—not asked or exacted by him. 

Ques. Was any time consumed at the place where this specie was received—on the passage, or at 
the port of delivery—in consequence of your vessel being engaged in transporting specie, which would 
otherwise have been devoted to the suppression of piracy?—or was the vessel in any respect diverted 
from the course which she would have pursued, had she not carried specie? 

Ans. No; the only variation was, that the John Adams went into the port of Philadelphia, instead 
of New York. 

Ques. Did you at any time, when, and under what circumstances, deviate from the course you would 
otherwise have pursued, for the purpose of taking on board, or carrying specie? 

Ans. In no case. On the contrary, it was mentioned to me, that if I would wait at Tampico, or 
would return there, a much larger sum of money would be ready for me to carry. I have no doubt that, 
had I remained there, I should have carried a great deal of specie. A large convoy was expected down, 
and anxiety was expressed that I should remain to take the money. 

Vues. Independently of the carrying of specie, did the general protection of the commerce of American 
citizens, and the suppression of piracies, require the presence of the vessels of the squadron in the Gulf 
of Mexico, as frequently as they were sent there? and at the places to which they were sent? 

Ans. I have no doubt that it was so: numerous instances occurred, such as the capture and detention 
of American vessels and property, requiring the interposition of public vessels. About the time of my 
first arrival at Alvarado, the Spark gave convoy to a number of vessels, having on board specie, to the 
amount of more than half a million of dollars. 
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Ques. Were the vessels of the squadron serving under Captain Porter in the habit of giving convoy 
to merchant vessels belonging to the United States? 

Ans. Their instructions were to offer convoy on all occasions, and it was always done when required 
without leaving at too great a distance the ground where the vessels were directed to cruise. , 

Ques. Was everything done by the squadron nnder Captain Porter’s orders that could be done, to 
the best of your knowledge and belief, to suppress piracy? 

Ans. So far as my knowledge extends, everything was done that could be done: no report of piracy 
being committed anywhere reached us, but that Commodore Porter endeavored to dispatch a competent 
force to the place. 

Ques. Is there any other matter relating to this inquiry, of which you possess any knowledge? If 
so, state it fully to the court. 

Ans. I do not recollect anything further that is material. 


Captain William B. Finch, again: 

Question. Did you derive any advantage from the transportation of specie, by any part of the squadron 
under the command of Captain Porter? 

Answer, 1 did not. 

Ques. Could you be personally benefited by such transportation in the situation which you held? 

Ans. I presume not: the money received for such transportation, being divided between the captain 
of the vessel by which it was carried and the commodore of the squadron, I had no concern in it of any kind, 

Ques. Is there any other matter relating to this inquiry, of which you possess any knowledge? If 
so, state it fully to the court. 

Ans. 1 know of nothing further that is material, unless it may be the letters here presented from me 
to him, (read and annexed. ) 

Stephen Cassin, a captain in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and 
between what periods? 

Answer, Twas a master commandant, commanding the Peacock from January, 1823, with Commodore 
Porter on board, carrying his broad pendant, and continued so for some months. After he left the Pea- 
cock, and shifted his broad pendant to the Sea Gull, I continued in command of the Peacock till, I think, 
December, 1823. 

Ques. On what particular service were you employed during that period? 
instructions as you received, relating in any manner to the subject of this investigation. 

Ans. 1 went originally to sea in company with the Shark, the eight small schooners, the Grayhound, 
Beagle, Terrier, Wild Cat, Ferret, Weasel, Fox, Jackall, attached to the squadron, the Decoy, store ship, 
and the steam galliot the Sea Gull. We proceeded to St. Thomas, the place of rendezvous—we remained 
there a day or two. The commodore dispatched two or three of the schooners to proceed down the south 
side of Porto Rico, to examine the creeks and inlets on that coast. The remainder of the squadron went 
down the north side of the island, and communicated with the shore of the Island of Porto Rico, 
Thence we proceeded to Aguadilla, anchored and took in water. The Peacock then proceeded 
down the old Bahama Straits, in company with some of the small schooners engaged in the 
search after pirates and the examination of the coast. After making the south side of Cuba, we hauled 
over to Key Verd, where it was supposed some pirates were lurking; but finding none, returned over to 
the Cuba coast, proceeded down the old straits, occasionally coming to an anchor at night, keep- 
ing near the shore in the day time, engaged in the examination of the coast, and continued down till we 
arrived at Sugar Key, where we anchored near the shore. We here found two British men-of-war also 
engaged in the same object, with whom we communicated. By the orders of the commodore, we got our 
boats out, manned with eighty men, and, commanded by three lieutenants, proceeded down in company 
with two schooners inside of the reef, examining the nooks and corners for pirates, and after this  pro- 
ceeded to Matanzas and joined the ship. The vessel was engaged during the same time in examining and 
coming to an anchor at night. At Matanzas we watered. In the meantime boats were sent out on an 
expedition to Hidden Harbor, where it was supposed there were some pirates, but they returned without 
finding any. During their cruise the service was extremely arduous, the men much exposed to the sun 
by day, and heavy dews at night, with few or no comforts; and were much exhausted by the incessant 
and severe fatigue. We proceeded to Key West in the Peacock—the remainder of the squadron was 
dispatched in different directions, giving convoy, and searching for pirates in various quarters. We 
arrived at Thompson’s Island about the beginning of April. Immediately after anchoring, we commenced 
fitting out and preparing barges, and were employed in various other duties. After the barges were fit- 
ted, 1 was directed to proceed with two of them of the largest class, and about eighty or ninety of my 
men, and two schooners (the Peacock having been laid up) to Havana. Off that place I communicated 
with the shore, and obtained information of a pirate having been off the Moro a day or two previous, 
committing depredations upon American and other vessels. It was understood to be a fast sailing 
schooner, the Pilot, formerly from Norfolk, which had been captured off the coast, and fitted out by the 
pirates. I made arrangements with Lieutenant Stribling to go in search of him, and in the meantime I 
remained at anchor off the Moro, for the purpose of affording protection to some vessels which were to 
sail the next day. Lieutenant Stribling proceeded after the pirate and captured her—as his report will 
show. The next morning the fleet came out. I got under way, and proceeded convoying them till I 
fell in with Lieutenant Skinner in the Wild Cat, under whose charge I left them, and proceeded to rejoin 
my boat, which I fell in with about three o’clock in the afternoon, with the Pilot in company—took the 
barges in tow; directed Lieutenant Stribling to continue on board the Pilot with a number of men. 
We returned to Havana, where I sent him in for water. On his return we proceeded in obedience to our 
orders to Cayo Blanco, and continued our searches in that neighborhood—proceeded down towards Cape 
Antonio, going about twenty or twenty-five miles a day, with the barges sounding ahead, examining the 
coast, through an exceedingly intricate navigation, Proceeded to Cape Antonio, and examined every 
nook and corner inside of the reef and Pirate Bay—famous places of resort for pirates. In running down 
the distance, I captured a sloop boat anda felucca boat, which had been deserted on reaching the beach— 
I saw several wrecks of vessels that had been burned. During the whole period 
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the men suffered extremely, particularly from fatigue, exposure, and want of water, which we found 





it impossible to procure. 
During the time that Iwas engaged in this expedition, another was out under the immediate com- 


and of the commodore, in a different direction, with which it was designed that I should co-operate. 
Previous to my going through the Colorados reef, the British had attempted it with two small 

schooners, but were obliged to abandon the attempt as impracticable. After remaining in that neighbor- 

hood I proceeded to Thompson's Island, where | resumed the command of the Peacock, and made the 

report of the 28th April, which has been read. 

The court adjourned till half after ten o’clock, on Monday morning. 


m 


Monpay Mornine, May 16. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: as before. 

Master commandant William B. Finch, again called: 

Question During the time you were with the squadron under Captain Porter, was it generally believed 
and understood that reports were circulated of piratical acts, which had no foundation in truth, for the 
purpose of distracting the attention of the squadron, or for any other, and for what purpose? 

Answer. I am under the impression that many such reports were circulated that had no foundation in 
fact: the distracting of the attention of the squadron would be a very probable motive for raising them, but 
I cannot of course speak positively as to the object designed to be answered. I am also of opinion, that, 
had we possessed ten times the force we did, it would have been impossible to act upon all these reports, 
or to answer all the demands that were made. 

(ues. How many well authenticated instances of piracy do you recollect to have occurred while you 
were with the squadron, and what was done in those instances? 

Ans. 1 recollect but one which occurred. It was in the neighborhood of Matanzas. Lieutenant 
Voorhees was dispatched immediately in pursuit of the piratical vessel in the Sea Gull, and succeeded 
in capturing her in the course of a few hours. 

Ques. Do you know anything of an Englishman who keeps a ferry in the neighborhood of Matan- 
zas, and had you the means of knowing whether that ferry was much used by pirates, or those having 
intercourse with them? 

Ans. I know the man, and was several times at his house: never heard of any such thing. Commo- 
dore Porter and his family resided at the place for some two or three weeks. It was in the month of May 
and June, 1824, that | was there, and that Commodore Porter resided there. 

Ques. Had you the superintendence of the granting convoy? State the circumstances under which 
it was usual to grant it; and what was done. 

Ans. That duty devolved on me at Matanzas. The object was to see vessels off which were leaving 
the port, and those into port, which were coming there. It was usual almost daily for some of the squa- 
dron to go out with those which sailed in the morning, when the wind suited, and to return in the even- 
ing, with such as were arriving. In some instances convoy was offered, but refused, rather than delay 
till all the vessels were ready to proceed. 


Captain Stephen Cassin—in continuation: 

On the 10th May sailed for Havana, in the Peacock, where we arrived on the 11th, and watered. On 
the 14th sailed for Vera Cruz, in pursuance of the special orders of the date of May 7th, 1823, read and 
annexed, and arrived on the 21st of the same month. On the 20th June sailed for Tampico, and remained 
there till July 9th. During these passages I gave chase to and overhauled every suspicious vessel. While 
in port, I considered that my presence was useful to the American commerce in that vicinity—being the 
only American armed vessel in that neighborhood, during a considerable part of the time. July 9th, sailed 
for Thompson’s Island, and arrived there on the 22d of the same month. August 4th, sailed for the Havana— 
arrived there on the 5th, and remained there till the 9th, when I sailed for Thompson’s Island, and arrived 
there on the 10th. From the 10th August, till September 16th, remained at Thompson’s Island, during 
which period the officers and men were daily engaged in operations on shore—many of them taken with 
the yellow fever, and died daily. Commodore Porter was himself ill with the fever, and it was judged 
proper to send the Peacock to the United States, in company with the John Adams: arrived at Norfolk 
October Ist. 

Captain Cassin produced some orders which he received, which were read and annexed. 

Ques. While under the command of Captain Porter, did you carry any money on freight? 

Ans. I did. I took on board at Tampico and Vera Cruz, altogether, about $130,000 or $140,000. 
The greater part was landed at the Havana; the residue, about $18,000 or $20,000, was sent home from 
Havana, in some of the small vessels of the squadron. 

Ques. Was it shipped by American merchants, or by whom? 

Ans. It was shipped by Mr. Robinson and Mr. Taylor, American agents at Tampico and Vera Cruz. 
I do not know who owned it; these were the persons with whom the business was transacted. 

Ques. What premium or freight was received for such trausportation in the Peacock, and how was 
it appropriated? 

Ans. It was 11 or 2 per cent. One-third of the net proceeds was paid the commodore—the rest 
retained by me. 

Ques. Was any time consumed at the place where the specie was shipped—on the passage, or at the 
port where the Peacock delivered it—in consequence of her being engaged in the transportation of specie, 
which could otherwise have been specially devoted to the suppression of piracy? 

Ans. I was at Vera Cruz during a very unsettled period, and waited there for some time for the pur- 
pose of taking specie on board, but I considered the protection afforded to American commerce was as 
great and as important as if I had been engaged in cruising. 

Ques. Independently of the carrying of specie, did the general protection of American commerce and 
property, and the suppression of piracy, require the presence of the vessels of the squadron in the Gulf 
of Mexico as frequently as they were sent there, and at the places to which they were sent? 

Ans. | think so certainly. 

Ques. Were the vessels of the squadron in the practice of affording convoy to American vessels? 

Ans. Always. 
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Ques. Was everything done by the squadron to suppress piracy, which you conceive could have 
been done to attain that object? 

Ans. Everything I conceive was done which could be done. 

Ques, Is there any other matter relating to the subject under investigation which you deem material? 
If so, state it fully to the court. 

Ans. There is nothing. 

Ques. During the time you were under the command of Captain Porter, had you reason to believe that 
reports were circulated in the West Indies, of piratical acts which were known to have no foundation in 
truth? 

Ans. 1 believe such unfounded reports were numerous. T have no doubt many were got up for the 
purpose of drawing the attention of the squadron from places where the pirates really were. 


Francis H. Gregory, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to 
law, deposes and says: 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and 
between what periods? 

Answer. 1 commanded the Grampus; joined the commodore at Key West, on the 3d July, 1823, and 
continued under him until after my return to the United States, in November, 1823. Previous to my 
joining Commodore Porter, | was out on a cruise, having sailed from New York in December, 1822, while 
Commodore Porter was fitting out his squadron, under the orders from the Department, read and annexed 
tu the record. 

Ques. On what particular service were you employed during that period? Produce such orders and 
instructions as you received, relating in any manner to this investigation. 

Ans. The Grampus sailed from New York December 30, 1823, for Matanzas; cruised about the Grand 
Bahama Bank a few days, and arrived at Matanzas January 18, 1823; gave convoy from that port, and 
touched at Havana the 28th; sailed the same day for the south side of Cuba; experienced a very severe 
gale from the southward; was disabled and driven into the Bay of Mexico; arrived on the 19th February, 
at the mouth of the Mississippi; proceeded to New Orleans, where T received on board a new mainmast; 
sailed under orders from Captain Patterson, read and annexed, with convoy for Tobasco; left the Balize 
April 24th; anchored off the mouth of the Tobasco May Ist; sailed the 7th for Vera Cruz, with convoy; 9th 
parted from the convoy, and proceeded directly to Campeachy; continued cruising and giving convoy upon 
that coast, until want of provisions foreed me to go to Havana, where IT arrived June 27th, and met the 
Wild Cat, Lieutenant Skinner, with whom I proceeded to Thompson’s Island; a fleet of merchantmen left 
Havana in company with us; July 3d, arrived at Thompson’s Island, where I received Commodore Porter’s 
instructions, dated May 16th, read and annexed, being the first communication I had received from him; 
July 5th, was dispatched after a pirate; went to Key Vacas, and returned on the 10th to Thompson's 
Island; I received orders to proceed to Matanzas; sailed on the 16th with a barge; on the 19th dispatched 
the barge with one of the boats of the Grampus, off Point Yaco, before entering the harbor, to cruise 
among the keys, and went into Matanzas; between the 20th and 25th July, Lieut. Platt joined me from 
Thompson’s Island, with a barge; sent him the same day to windward to cruise for pirates; continued 
giving convey, watching every suspicious vessel in the harbor, of which there were several, and keeping 
the barges cruising along the coast to windward and leeward, until relieved by Commodore Porter’s order 
of the 16th September; while at Matanzas, received Licut. Freclon’s report of the proceedings with the 
barges, (read and annexed,) and a letter from the merchants of Matanzas, (read and annexed. ) 

On the 13th October, left the Island of Cuba; at that time the Porpoise, Wild Cat, Hornet, and 
Jackall, were upon the coast, at Matanzas or Havana; arrived at Tampico October 19th; on the 20th was 
taken down with the yellow fever; sailed the 24th with 26 on the sick list; reached Havana on the 6th or 
Tth November, and sailed on the 12th for Norfolk; while at Matanzas, the Wild Cat, Lieut. Walbert, 
arrived from the United States; the Terrier or Ferret, Lieut. M’Kean, the Jackall, Lieut. Oellers, Lieut. 
Ritchie in the Fox, Lieut. Newton in the Beagle, Lieut. Kennon in one of the small schooners, all touched 
at Matanzas, offering convoy, and in several instances sailing with convoy; but which particular vessels, 
or the precise periods of their arrival and departure I cannot recollect; all however occurred between the 
19th September and the 3d of October, the day on which I left Matanzas for the last time. 

Independently of the written instructions received from Commodore Porter when T was going to 
Matanzas, I received also verbal instructions, in which he stated the importance of the point, the necessity 
for great activity and vigilance; and was directed to communicate to him in all cases of necessity. 

Ques. While under the command of Captain Porter, did you carry on freight any, and what amount 
of specie? 

Ans. When I left Havana for the United States, there was about six or seven thousand dollars put 
on board by the American consul at Havana, belonging to a merchant at Baltimore, which I landed at 
Norfolk, and deposited in the Bank of the United States at that place. My proportion of the freight, 
amounting to about eighty or ninety dollars, was given to the Orphan asylum at Philadelphia, the residue 
was given to the commodore; that was all the money that was ever shipped on board the Grampus in any 
foreign port during about 27 months that I commanded her, 

Ques. Did any instance occur in which, by delaying your sailing or varying from your course, oppor- 
tunities would have occurred to carry specie on freight? 

Ans. When I left the Balize, under the orders of Captain Patterson, he gave me verbal instructions 
to go to Tampico by the 15th May, stating that there would be considerable sums of specie there by that 
time, and that he would make arrangements about it. On my arrival off the coast of Campeachy, I found 
several American vessels there in a great deal of alarm; the captain of one of them had been murdered by 
the pirates. In consequence of the defenceless state of the commerce, I determined not to go to Tampico, 
and wrote to that effect to the consul there, and employed myself in furnishing such protection as I could 
afford to the vessels in the neighborhood. 

In spite of all my efforts, though I had my boats out in shoal water sometimes as far as eighty or a 
hundred miles from the vessel, they succeeded in several instances. 1 received a letter from Captain Pat- 
terson, under date of the 4th May, informing me he had made arrangements by which, had I gone to 
Tampico, I might have taken on board three or four hundred thousand dollars. 1 had a list of the vessels 
to which I furnished convoy at Campeachy, amounting to more than twenty. While I was at Campeachy, 
I was also importuned to take on board $40,000, and carry it to the Balize. This I declined, as it would 
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interfere with my other duties. The pirates were carrying on their depredations, and T considered it my 
duty to protect American commerce and look after the pirates. While there, I ran one vessel on shore, 
and took another, which I delivered up to the authorities of the place. 

(Jues. Independently of the transportation of specie, did the general protection of American com- 
merce and property, and the suppression of piracy, require the presence of the vessels of the squadron 
in the Gulf of Mexico as frequently as they were sent there, and at the places to which they were sent? 

Ans. As far as my knowledge extends, it was so; there were numerous piracies committed along 
the coast of Yucatan, off Tobasco and Alvarado, and apprehensions were generally entertained by the 
American merchants trading between New Orleans and Tampico. 

Ques. Were the vessels of the squadron in the practice of offering convoy to American vessels? 

Ans. It was their constant practice. I never knew an instance of its being refused. 

Ques. Was everything done by Captain Porter, with the squadron under his command, to suppress 
piracy, which could be done? 

Ans. As far as I know it was. 

Ques. Is there any other matter relating to the subject under investigation which you deem material? 
If so, state it fully. 

Ans. Nothing within my recollection. 


Thomas I. Stevens, a master commandant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn, 
according to law, deposes and says: 

Quesion. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and 
between what periods? 

Answer. I commanded the Jackall from early in January, 1823, to July 5th, of the same year; and the 
Shark, from July 25th, of the same year, till June 10th, 1824. 

Ques. On what particular service were you employed during these periods? Produce such orders 
and instructions as you received, relating to the subject of this inquiry. 

Ans. During the first part of the time, I was not cruising under Commodore Porter; I received my 
first instructions from him on the 11th May; (read and annexed.) The second orders are of the 6th of 
June; (read and annexed;) and the last orders, while in command of the Jackall, dated the 18th June; 
(read and annexed. ) 

1 left Aguada in company with Captain Kearney, on the 11th of March; ran down the south side of 
St. Domingo, giving the coast a strict and careful examination for pirates. From thence, we stretched 
over to Cuba, and commencing at Cape Mazo, examined very particularly the coast on the south side, to 
Cape Antunio—having two boats frequently out, and particularly about the bay of Cape Antonio, and 
arrived at Havana about the end of March. 

1 went into Havana, and found the alarm very great on account of pirates; gave convoy from there 
on the Ist of April, to probably fifteen or twenty vessels, and, on the 3d of April, arrived at Thompson’s 
Island, and reported to Commodore Porter. Captain Kearney’s report of the 11th of April, 1823, details 
the events of the cruise. On the 8th, sailed again, in company with the Fox and two barges, with part 
of the crew of the Peacock, under the command of Captain Cassin. We arrived next day at the Havana, 
where much alarm prevailed on account of several captures made by the piratical schooner Pilot. On 
coming out of the port of Havana, I informed Captain Cassin, then off the harbor, of the great excitement 
prevailing there, and strongly urged to send the barges in pursuit of the piratical vessel. This was done 
under Licutenant Stribling: the next day he returned, having captured her. We gave convoy to a large 
fleet, and then proceeded to leeward, and entered the Colorados at Cape Blanco; commenced and con- 
tinued an unremitting search after pirates, examining every inlet and bay to Cape Antonio; after exam- 
ining which most particularly, we returned to Thompson’s Island. While within the Colorados, we cap- 
tured a large launch and a fine felucca, particularly adapted for piratical purposes, being manned and 
armed with guns of various calibres. Drove the crews ashore, after an action with them, and destroyed 
their establishment on shore, consisting of five huts. When we left Thompson’s Island, we left Commo- 
dore Porter preparing boats and men to be dispatched on the same service. On my arrival at Thompson’s 
Island on the 26th of April, I careened and repaired my vessel, took in provisions, and sailed in conformity 
with my instructions of that date. I was engaged in giving convoy and in cruising to windward of 
Matanzas after pirates, till the 5th June, when I returned to Thompson’s Island, and received my instruc- 
tions of that date. I obeyed these orders; went to Havana and Matanzas, cruising and giving convoy, 
and returned to Thompson’s Island on the 17th June, where I received my orders of the 18th, and pro- 
ceeded to the United States, to Washington. On the 29th July, received orders to take command of the 
Shark, at New York, and on the 8d October sailed from New York, having on board Commodore Rodgers 
and the surgeons who went out to visit Thompson’s Island. On the 27th arrived at Thompson’s Island; 
remained there ten or twelve days; proceeded to the Havana; left there November 6th, and arrived at 
Norfolk on the 16th. 

On the 27th December, I received my orders from Commodore Porter, of that date; sailed from Nor- 
folk, in pursuance of them, on the 31st; arrived at St. Jago on the 7th January, 1824; ran down the south 
side of Cuba; examined, carefully, the coast to Cape Antonio; and, on the 28th January, arrived off Alva- 
rado, where | landed the gentlemen who had sailed with me from the United States, as the agents of the 
Bank of the United States. On my arrival at Alvarado, I was informed by the acting vice consul there, 
that a large amount of American property was detained at the Castle of San Juan de Ulloa, and that the 
representations of some naval commander were necessary to obtain restitution of it. I, accordingly, ran 
up to Point Lizardo, and anchored. I then left the vessel and repaired to Alvarado, for the purpose 
of inquiring into the business. Finding the statement of those who made the representations correct, I 
was returning to Lizardo, when a heavy north wind compelled me to return. This wind drove the Shark to 
sea, and I did not rejoin her till four or five days after. I then took with me an agent for the recovery of 
this property, and, after arriving on board, addressed a letter to General Lamour, the commander of the 
castle, who immediately restored it. In coming from the castle, the authorities at Vera Cruz seized the 
property, which made my presence in that place necessary. I got under way and anchored at Sacrafi- 
cios on the 11th March, and entered into a correspondence with General Victoria, which eventuated in the 
reference of the matter to the government at Mexico. 

Shortly after arriving at Vera Cruz, hostilities commenced between the castle and the city; and, as 
our vessels were daily arriving there, and liable to capture and detention by either of the contending 
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parties, I remained there, warning them off, and affording them every assistance in my power, till | 
received a letter from one of the gentlemen whom I had taken out with me, informing me of the failure of 
their mission. I sailed the next day after the receipt of this letter, and arrived at Tampico on the 3d 
April. I remained there four or five days, and then sailed for the Havana, where I arrived on the 19th; 
repaired to Thompson’s Island, where I received instructions from Captain Porter to proceed to the United 
States, which I did, and arrived at New York on the 14th May. 

Ques. While under the command of Captain Porter, did you carry any, and what amount of specie 
on freight? : 

Ans. The whole amount of specie which I received on board, was $163,500; and before receiving any 
money in a foreign port, | always saw that the duties had been regularly paid. Of this amount, $8,000 
was received at the Havana, when returning home in the Jackall; $58,000 at Thompson’s Island, and 
$97,500 at Tampico: $10,000 from Tampico, was delivered at Havana; all the rest in the United States. 
The $8,000 was shipped at Havana, consigned to the house of Goodhue & Co., at New York. The $58,000 
was received, by permission from Commodore Rodgers, from Lieutenants Oellers and Rousseau. The 
$97,500 was shipped by the American consul, Mr. Ingraham, at Tampico. 

Ques. What premium or freight did you receive for such transportation, and how was it appropriated? 

Ans. For the $8,000 I received 23 per cent.; for the $58,000 T received 2 per cent., and for the $97,500. 
1} for that landed at Havana, and 2 per cent for that brought to the United States. Lreceived for myself 
two-thirds; the other third I paid over to Commodore Porter. The commodore never made any demand of 
me for any of it; it was a voluntary act of mine, in pursuance of the general custom. 

Ques. Was any time consumed at the place where the specie was shipped, on the passage, or at the 
ports where it was delivered, in consequence of being engaged in the transportation of specie, which 
would otherwise have been specially devoted to the suppression of piracy? 

Ans. In no instance did any delay occur for the purpose of taking on board specie; on the contrary, I 
was requested to wait at Vera Cruz, or to stop off Alvarado, for the arrival of a convoy, which was 
expected down from Mexico, with two or three million of dollars, which I declined doing, but sailed imme- 
diately on receiving the letter I have mentioned, from the gentleman whom I carried out. 

(Jues. During the period of your being under the command of Captain Porter, did you ever hear, or 
do you know of any specie being carried on frieght by any vessel on board which he was at the time? 

Ans. 1 do not know that in any case the vessel which carried Commodore Porter’s pendant carried 
any specie. Commodore Porter was never down the gulf when 1 was with him; he was either employed 
on the coast of Cuba or at Thompson’s Island. 

Ques. Did the general objects of the protection of American commerce and property, and the sup- 
pression of piracy require, in your opinion, that the vessels of the squadron should go as frequently as 
they did to the Gulf of Mexico, and to the places to which they were sent? 

Ans. They certainly did, according to my opinion. 

Ques. Were the vessels in the squadron in the practice of affording convoy to American vessels? 

Ans. In every instance where it was required; more frequently than the general orders required it. 

Ques. Was everything done by Captain Porter, with the force under his command, which could be 
done to suppress piracy? 

Ans. All that energy and decision could accomplish, was done to attain that object. It appeared to 
be the principal object of the commodore, and of every officer under his command, 

Ques. During the time that you acted under Captain Porter, had you reason to believe that unfoun- 
ded reports of piracies were circulated in the West Indies? 

Ans. | have no doubt but such reports were frequently circulated without the shadow of truth, for 
the purpose of drawing off the attention of our squadron, 

Ques. Is there any other matter relating to the subject of this inquiry, material to mention? 

Ans. I know of nothing important. 

The court adjourned till halfpast 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Turspay, May 17. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before. 

Master Commandant William B. Finch, again: 

Question. During the period of your being under the command of Captain Porter, did you ever hear or 
know of any specie being carried on freight by any vessel on board of which he was at the time? 

Answer. No; his flag was transferred from the John Adams, before she sailed down the gulf, to the Sea 
Gull. The commodore himself never went down into the bay while I was with him. 

Charles W. Skinner, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to 
law, deposes and says: 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and 
between what periods? 

Answer. 1 served with Captain Porter from about the 23d December, 1822, till about the 11th of July, 
1823, in command of the schooner Wild Cat. I commanded the Porpoise from March, 1824, until Captain 
Porter left the West India station. 

Ques, On what particular service were you employed during these periods? Produce such orders 
and instructions as you received. 

Ans. I was governed by the general instructions, that have been given in evidence, and obeyed 
them in every particular. J was in company with Commodore Porter until after the arrival of the squad- 
ron at Aguada. At that place the squadron was separated, and I continued with the commodore until 
the 20th March, engaged in the suppression of piracy, particularly between St. Thomas and Sugar Key; 
we anchored at Sugar Key, where the Beagle was put also under my command, three lieutenants from 
tha Peacock, and about cighty of the ship’s company in the boats of that vessel, with orders to examine 
from Cayo Romano, in the old Bahama Straits to Matanzas. We landed on the different: keys, examined 
them, boarded all the vessels we fell in with, and arrived at Matanzas on the 20th March, On the same 
night, in consequence of a report that a piracy had been committed in Escondido, [ sailed for that place 
with the Beagle and the boats of the Peacock in company, examined the place, and found the report to 
be unfounded. I returned, and off Matanzas fell in with the commodore in his gig. The commodore 
sailed about the 30th, and left me in command of the Wild Cat and Beagle, to convoy from Matanzas and 
he Havana twice a week, till further orders, and to examine in the intervening time the creeks and inlets 
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in the neighborhood. From that time till the 2d July, I was constantly engaged in this business, board- 
ing every vessel, and examining every creck, During that period, I believe I gave convoy to about one 
hundred and eighty sail of vessels, affording all the protection in our power, being constantly at sea. I 
went over to Thompson’s Island, and on the 3d July sailed for Key Vacas, to land marines and artillery; 
and sailed from thence on the 5th for the United States. 

The second cruise was to the coast of Africa, under orders from the Department, dated June 19th, 
1824. (Read, and annexed.) Having accomplished the duties given by those orders, boarding on the 
coast of Africa several vessels engaged in the slave trade, under the French, Spanish, and Danish flags; 
returned to Cape Messurado, took on board Mr. Gurley, as I was directed, and sailed for the West Indies. 
On the 15th September, arrived at St. Pierre, Martinico, sailed on the 16th, arrived at St. Thomas the 
19th, sailed on the 24th, convoying a ship through the Sail Rock passage. On the 25th, arrived off St. 
Johns, Porto Rico, and inquired after pirates; finding all quict in that quarter, I proceeded, and on the 
98th landed and examined the Island of Mona. 

On the 80th, went to the city of St. Domingo. On the 4th October, anchored off St. Jago de Cuba; 
during each of these trips kept as near the shore as possible, examining the coast and inlets—proceeded 
to the Island of Cayman, thence over to Cuba, and went down it till I reached Cape St. Antonio, where I 
eave chase to a suspicious vessel, and at night dispatched some boats in pursuit of her; the boats found 
the piratical establishment on the cape, and destroyed it, but were unable to overtake the vessel. Being 
short of provisions, proceeded to Havana, boarding all the vessels I met with—arrived at Havana on the 
13th. On the 17th sailed with CONVOY ; in going out of the harbor, fell in with the Terrier, a barge in 
company, going in—informed him of the piratical vessel I had fallen in with at Cape St. Antonio, and he 
immediately went in pursuit, and succeeded in capturing him. On the 19th, having left the convoy, 
anchored at Matanzas. On the night of the 20th, having borrowed a boat from the shore, sent all my own 
boats, with all my officers, and as many men as could be spared, to search the piratical haunts about 
Matanzas. On the 23d, they returned with the piratical schooner Gata, and three piratical boats, as 
prizes. On the night of the 24th, manned the prize schooner, and sent her out on a cruise. On the 25th, 
sailed with a convoy from Matanzas. On the 28th fell in at sea with the schooner, proceeded to Thomp- 
son’s Island, where I arrived on the 31st October. There repaired the vessel, took in provisions, and 
sailed on the L0th November for Matanzas, having received an order to that purpose from the commodore; 
arrived at Matanzas on the 11th. On the 13th sailed with a convoy, and, from that time till the 17th 
December, was constantly occupied in that neighborhood, giving convoy to merchantmen, and with my 
boats out searching for pirates. On the 18th December, arrived at Thompson’s Island, where I joined 
Commodore Porter. On the 22d, received the order, (read and annexed,) to proceed to the Gulf of 
Mexico, with which IT complied. Sailed on the 23d for the Havana, thence on the 26th for the Gulf of 
Mexico. On the 31st fell in with an American brig, and convoyed her into Campeachy, there offered 
convoy, and proceeded to the different places indicated in my orders, offering at each convoy and protec- 
tion to American commerce. Sailed from Tampico on the 18th March, arrived at Havana on the dist; 
there I received an order from Captain Warrington to comply with the previous order, received from 
Captain Porter, and sailed about the 7th April for New York, where I arrived about the 19th. 

Ques. While under the command of Captain Porter, did you receive any and what amount of specie 
on freight? 

Ans. The first specie I carried was in the Wild Cat, from the Havana, $5,000, carried to a vessel 
which had sailed before me and which I was to convoy. The next time I carried $34,519 from Tampico 
to the Balize. The next sum I carried was $109,013 from Tampico; $2,000 was landed at Havana, the 
residue at New York. 

Ques. Was it shipped by American. merchants, or by whom? 

Ans. All that I carried from Tampico was shipped by the American consul; the $5,000 was shipped 
by the master of an American vessel of Philadelphia. 

Ques. What amount of freight did you receive for such transportation, and how was it appro- 
priated? 

Ans. The whole amount was between $2,200 and $2,300; one-third was deposited in bank for the 
commanding officer, the residue was my own. 

Ques. Was any time consumed at the places where the specie was shipped, on the passage, or at the 
places of delivery, in consequence of your being engaged in the transportation of specie, which would 
otherwise have been specially devoted to the suppression of piracy? 

Ans. 1 did not remain at any of these places longer than I should have done, had there been no 
specie. I complied strictly with my orders. I was on one occasion offered a considerable sum of money 
to be carried to New Oxleans, but I declined it, as I had no other motive to carry me there. 

Ques. Did the general protection of American commerce and property, and the suppression of piracy, 
require, in your opinion, the presence of an American force in the Gulf of Mexico as frequently as it was 
sent there, and at the places to which it was sent? 

Ans. I conceived it absolutely necessary that an American vessel of war should be in the Gulf of 
Mexico. I can only speak as to my own vessel, not knowing what other vessels were there or how long. 

Ques. Were the vessels attached to the squadron in the practice of affording convoy to American 
vessels? 

Ans. So far as I knew, it was the constant practice. 

Ques. Was everything done which could be done by the squadron to suppress piracy? 

Ans. Yes; as far as came to my knowledge, no vessels were ever more actively or more disagreeably 
employed. 

Ques. During the time that you were under the command of Captain Porter, had you reason to believe 
that reports were circulated in the West Indies of piratical acts, which were ascertained to be without 
any foundation in truth? 

Ans. Yes, many; it was constantly the case. 

Vues. During that period, did you ever hear or know of any specie being carried on freight by any 
vessel on board of which Captain Porter was at the time? 

Ans. No, I never did; I never heard of his being in the Gulf of Mexico, 

Ques. 1s there any other matter or thing material to this investigation? If so, state it fully. 

Ans. I do not recollect anything further. When in Tampico, the American consul informed me that 
he had repeatedly written to have an American vessel from the squadron sent down there to carry specie, 
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and that, in consequence of there being none, it became necessary to ship it in English vessels, which 
made the route more circuitous, and increased the expense. 


Charles H. Bell, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and 
for what time? 

Answer. T was a lieutenant commandant, commanding the Ferret, from the 8th August, 1824, until 
his return from the West Indies. 

Ques. On what particular service were you employed? 

Ans. I received orders from Commodore Porter to proceed from Washington to Thompson’s Island, 
touching at Matanzas, to give protection to our commerce. I sailed about the 26th, and arrived about 
September 10th; was employed during the whole time that I was under his command, in protecting 
American commerce, and giving convoy from Matanzas and Havana, and cruising occasionally after 
pirates, from about Havana to French Key, to the eastward of Matanzas. 

Ques. While under the command of Captain Porter, did you carry on freight any, and what amount 
of specie? 

Ans. Never any. 

(Jues. Were the vessels attached to the squadron in the practice of offering convoy to American 
vessels? 

Ans. It was their constant practice, so far as my knowledge extends. I myself convoyed at least 
forty or fifty vessels. I never refused convoy but once; that was in Havana. I had received orders to 
convoy at a certain day from Matanzas, and the vessels which required it could not sail at the time. I 
was obliged to leave that port. 

Ques. Was everything done by the squadron within their power, in the suppression of piracy? 

Ans. I believe so. 

Ques. During the period that you were under the command of Captain Porter, did you ever know or 
hear of any specie being carried on freight by any vessel on board of which he was at the time? 

Ans. No. 

QJues. Is there any other matter material to this inquiry? If so, state it fully. 

Ans. I know nothing further that is material. 


John P. Zantzinger, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to 
law, deposes and says: 

QVJuestion. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter; 
and for what length of time? 

Answer. 1 commanded the Weasel from 17th September, 1823, till July 20th, 1824. 

Ques. On what particular service were you employed? 

Ans. I arrived in the West Indies on the Lith October; went through the Caycus passage; went to 
Barico, at the east end of Cuba; proceeded through the old Straits of Bahamas to Matanzas; remained 
there three weeks, giving convoy in and out of the harbor. From thence I proceeded to Havana; found 
there the Porpoise, Lieut. Ramage, to whom I was ordered to report myself. Thence I proceeded to Key 
West, and returned to Havana, where I received orders to proceed to the United States. My business on 
this first cruise was to examine the coast and inlets, in search of pirates, and to give convoy. I sailed 
for the United States about the 12th December, giving convoy and bringing home specie. Went from 
New York to Norfolk, where I received orders to proceed to sea, in company with the Spark; sailed July 
18th, and proceeded to St. Thomas; proceeded along the south side of Porto Rico, St. Domingo; ran 
between St. Domingo and Jamaica; thence along the south side of Cuba, round to Cape St. Antonio, giv- 
ing the whole coast a thorough examination; thence to Key West, where I rejoined the Spark. Sailed in 
company with the Spark about the 4th March to the Gulf, running along the coast of Yucatan to Cape 
Catouche; ran into Campeachy, from thence to Alvarado; remained there about three weeks; thence to 
Point Lizarado; thence to Vera Cruz. I thence proceeded to Tampico, with the annexed order; remained 
in the harbor near three weeks, affording protection to our commerce. I then sailed, with some specie on 
board, for Vera Cruz; thence to Alvarado; thence to the Havana, going along the coast from Cape Anto- 
nio; thence to Thompson’s Island. I there reecived orders to proceed to New York, and sailed for the 
United States. During the last cruise, my principal occupation was giving protection to American com- 
merce, and looking after pirates. The reason of my continuing so long in the ports where I remained, 
was that the American consul, and all the principal merchants, made a request of Lieutenant Newton to 
permit me to be there, stating, that as the Weasel was small and able to cross the bar, her presence was 
more important in affording protection to the commerce than the larger vessels, which were compelled to 
remain outside. At Tampico I was detained near a fortnight, in consequence of an American vessel being 
attacked. . 

Ques. While under the command of Captain Porter, what amount of specie did you carry on freight? 
from what places, and where delivered? 

Ans. 1 carried $197,000; of this I carried $70,000 from Havana to New York. From Tampico and 
Alvarado, I carried $127,000; of this $55,500 was taken on board in consequence of an American vessel 
from Philadelphia, who had it on board, running ashore off Tampico. I took it on board, and carried it to 
Philadelphia; I delivered all the residue at Philadelphia, except $1,000 landed at Havana. 

Ques. Was it shipped by American merchants, or whom? 

Ans. All the money that I carried was shipped by American merchants. 

Vues. What amount of freight did you receive for the transportation, and how was it appropriated? 

Ans. I received two per cent. on the whole amount carried; one-third I paid to the commodore as a 
voluntary act on my part, the residue I retained, 

Ques. Was any time consumed at the places where the specie was shipped, on the passage, or at the 
ports where it was delivered, in consequence of your being engaged in the transportation of specie, 
which would otherwise have been specially devoted to the suppression of piracy? 

dns, None, 

ues. Did the general protection of American commerce and property, and the suppression of piracy, 
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require, in your opinion, the presence of an American force in the Gulf of Mexico as frequently as it was 
sent there, and at the places to which it was sent? 

Ans. Yes, and much more frequently. Complaints were numerous of the want of a foree there. 

Ques. Was the procuring of specie the primary or secondary object of your going into that quarter? 

Ans. It was entirely secondary. 

Ques. Were the vessels of the squadron in the practice of affording convoy to American vessels? 

Ans. It was their constant practice wherever it was wanted; I always offered convoy at every port 
to which I went. 

Ques. Was everything done by the squadron which, as you conceive, could be done towards the 
suppression of piracy? 

Ans. It was. ; 

(Jues. While you were under the command of Captain Porter, were any reports circulated, without 
any foundation, of piratical acts? 

Ans. Yes, frequently, on the coast of Cuba; such reports were I believe frequently circulated for the 
purpose of drawing the vessels off 

Ques. Did you ever know of or hear, that any vessel on board which Captain Porter was at the time 
carried specie on freight? 

Ans. I know of no instance, and never heard of any. 

(Jues. Is there any other matter which you deem material to this inquiry? If so, state it fully. 

alns; Nothing in particular. 


David G. Farragut, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 

Question. Inwhat capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and 
for what period of time? 

Answer, I joined the squadron on the 4th February, 1823, as an acting lieutenant on board the schooner 
Grayhound, commanded by Master Commandant John Porter, and afterwards by Lieutenant Kearney, 
and continued on the station until the commodore returned to the United States in July, 1825. 

QJues. On what particular service were the vessels to which you were attached employed? 

Ans. The Grayhound was constantly employed, while IT was on board her, in the suppression of 
piracy, and giving convoy on the south side of the Island of St. Domingo and Cuba, and the Mona pass- 
age, and on the north side of Porto Rico. I was in the Grayhound till duly, 1825, at which time I was 
transferred to the steam galliot Sea Gull; she wore the pendant of Commodore Porter, and was engaged 
in cruising for pirates along the coast of Florida; Commodore Porter was taken sick, and the vessel 
remained at Thompson’s Island until he returned home in the summer of 1828. 

On the 17th February, the Sea Gull having been repaired, we again sailed for the West Indies; the 
commodore in the John Adams, in company touching at different places, visited the Island of St. Bartholo- 
mews, St. Thomas, St. Kitts, ran down the north side of Porto Rico through the Mona passage, visited 
the Island of Mona, down the south side of St. Domingo, examined the coast and inlets, retook the schooner 
Pacification off Jaquemel from a Carthagenian privateer, visited St. Jago de Cuba, then down the coast, 
examining the coast thoroughly by the Isle of Pines; coasted the island along as far as Matanzas, thence to 
Thompsow’s Island. The next day the commodore arrived in the John Adams, and we were dispatched 
on an expedition under the command of Captain Wilkinson to Cape Antonio, in pursuit of a pirate whom 
he had chased in there a few days before; the boats entered the Colorados to the windward, and the Sea 
Gull to leeward, and met about half way; received information from some fishermen that the vessel had 
sailed for the coast of Yucatan. Waving made diligent search, we were joined by the Grayhound, and 
returned to Thompson’s Island; I then left the Sea Gull, and on the 10th June was appointed to the 
command of the Ferret. Treceived verbal instructions from Commodore Porter to cruise between Havana 
Matanzas, and Thompson’s Island, for the purpose of giving convoy twice a week out of Matanzas and 
Havana, to carry plants from Cuba over to the island, and to be careful to afford every protection to our 
commerce that might be requested. These orders were punctually obeyed; 10 convoys were asked which 
I did not afford, no piracies were complained of. I gave convoys sometimes three times, sometimes four 
times a week. I continued thus occupied until July 5th, when I received orders to carry a public agent 
tou Nassau, New Providence, and afterwards to proceed to the United States, 

(Jues. While under the command of Captain Porter, did you carry on freight any, and what amount 
of specie? 

Ans. J carried none, 

Ques. Do you know, or did you ever hear, that any was carried in any vessel on board which Captain 
Porter was at the time? 

Ans, No; I never did. 

Ques. Was it the practice of the squadron to afford convoy, when required, to American vessels? 

Ans. Always, I believe; I never knew an instance to the contrary. 

(Jues. Was everything done by the squadron for the suppression of piracy, which could be done? 

Ans. I think so. 

Ques. Had you ever reason to believe that reports were circulated in the West Indies, without any 
foundation, of piratical acts; and for what purpose? 

dns. Ihave known many such myself; what the object was, cannot say. Some that I heard, I knew 
at the time to be false; and false reports were also circulated with regard to the absence of vessels, from 
the ports of Cuba, to give convey. 

(ues, Do you know, and were you frequently at the ferry, kept by an Englishman named Roberts, 
near Matanzas? 

Ans. Yes, I knew him; was frequently there; obtained, from his plantation, plants for Key West. 

Ques. Do you know, or did you ever hear, of that ferry being much resorted to by pirates, or persons 
having intercourse with them? 

Ans. I never did. 

Ques. Is there anything further material to this inquiry? 

Ans. I know nothing that I conceive important. 

The court then adjourned till half-past 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 
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Wepnespay, Jay 18. 


The court met, pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before. 

Ralph Voorhees, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn, according to law, 
deposes and says: 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter; and 
for what period of time? 

Answer. I served on board the Sea Gull, as a lieutenant, from December 26th, 1822, till July 16th, 
1823. I then took command of her, and continued in command until July 10th, 1824. 


av. 


Ques. On what particular service was the Sea Gull employed while you were attached to her, and 
where? 

Ans. I sailed in February, 1823, for the West Indies. The vessel was employed generally in the 
West Indies, and particularly cruising around the Island of Cuba and through the Bahama Straits, in 
giving convoy to American vessels, and the suppression of piracy. The commodore was frequently on 
board the Sea Gull, and I think for half the time that she was out she bore his pendant, which was 
sometimes shifted to the John Adams and Peacock. 

Ques. During that time was any, and what amount of, specie carried on freight in the Sea Gull? 

ins. None was carried. 

Ques. Do you know, or did you ever hear, that any was carried in any vessel on board which Captain 
Porter was at the time? 

Ans. None that I know of. 

Ques. Was it the practice of the squadron to give convoy to American vessels? 

Ans. Always, when required. 

(Jues. Was everything done which could be effected to suppress piracy? 

Ans. I believe all the vessels were actively and judiciously employed for that purpose. 

(Jues. Had you reason to believe that many unfounded and exaggerated accounts of piracy were 
circulated in the West Indies? 

Ans. Many such reports were circulated, which, on examination, we found to be destitute of any 
foundation; they were very frequent. I also saw in the papers from the United States the most exagge- 
rated and unfounded statements of piracies. ; 

Ques. Is there anything else material to this investigation within your knowledge? If so, state it 
fully. 

Ans. Nothing. 

John H. Lee, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn, according to law, 
deposes and says: 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and 
for what period of time? 

Answer. I served as a lieutenant on board the John Adams, from the time she went to the West Indies 
until about the 25th April, 1824; at that time I took command of the schooner Jackall, and continued in 
her till November 20th, 1824. 

Ques. On what service were the vessels on which you were, particularly engaged during those 
periods? 

Ans. The John Adams joined the squadron at Key West, in August, 1823, and then returned to the 
United States in consequence of the sickness. About the 17th February, 1824, sailed again from the 
United States, under the command of Captain Dallas; the particular object in which we were occupied, 
was cruising for pirates from the windward, down through the islands, till our arrival at Key West, 
where I left her. On board the Jackall I cruised along the coast of Yucatan and Campeachy, with 
another schooner in company, in pursuance of Commodore Porter’s orders of April 25th (read and 
annexed), and executed those orders, and made the report of the cruise which has been given in evidence. 

Ques. Did the vessels to which you were attached, while under the command of Captain Porter, carry 
any, and what amount of specie, where from, and to what parts? 

Ans. None was carried in either of the vessels, while I was under his command. 

Ques. Did the protection of American property and commerce, and the suppression of piracy, require 
the presence of an American force in the Gulf of Mexico as frequently as it was sent there, and at the 
places to which it was sent? 

Ans. I think it did. 

(Jues. Were the vessels of the squadron in the practice of affording convoy? 

Ans. Always, when asked, as far as I knew; and it was constantly offered. 

(Jues. Were unfounded or exaggerated reports of piracies common in the West Indies? 

Ans. I think that exaggerated reports of piratical acts were very frequent. 

Ques. Did you ever know or hear of any specie being carried on freight by any vessel of the squad- 
ron on board which Captain Porter was at the time? 

Ans. No; I never did. 

Ques. Was everything done which could be effected, by the squadron, for the suppression of piracy? 

Ans. So far as my opportunities of judging extend, I think Commodore Porter made the best distvi- 
bution of his force for the attainment of that object. 

Ques. Is there any other matter within your knowledge material to this inquiry? If so, state it 
fully. 

Ans. Nothing, that I know of. 


John T. Ritchie, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn, according to law, 
deposes and says: 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and 
for what period of time? 

Answer, T was a lieutenant on board the Ferret; sailed with the squadron in February, 1823, and 
continued in her till the July following, when I took command of the schooner Fox, and continued in 
that capacity until October, 1824. 

(Jues. On what particular service were those vessels engaged? 
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Ans. While in the Ferret, cruised around the Island of Porto Rico after some pirates that we had 
heard of—rejoined the commodore at Aguadilla. The single object of the cruise of the Ferret, while I 
was on board her, was the suppression of piracy along Porto Rico, St. Domingo, Cuba, the Colorados to 
Key West. After I took command of the Fox, I received the orders dated July 19, 1828, (read and 
annexed, ) was then ordered to join Lieut. Kennon, with whom I had cruised after pirates along the north 
coast of Cuba; afterwards received the orders of August 5, (read and annexed, ) and proceeded to the 
coast of Yucatan, executed them, and made my report of August 29, which has been given in evidence, 
I afterwards proceeded to Matanzas and Havana, and on my return to Key West came home to the United 
States, under orders of September 16, (read and annexed.) In December following returned to the West 
Indies, and cruised under the orders of Captain Wilkinson, (read and annexed,) until recalled to Key 
West in April following. Immediately on reaching the island received the orders of April 16, 1824, (read 
and annexed,) and proceeded forthwith in execution of them. After my return I received the orders of 
April 25, (read and annexed,) and after executing them returned to Key West, and to the United States 
in October following. 

Ques. While under the command of Captain Porter, did the vessels to which you were attached carry 
on freight any and what amount of specie; from and to what ports? 

Ans. During my first cruise I took on board, at various times, about $40,000 for the United States, 
received on board at Havana; on the last cruise the only money I received was at Tampico, as I was 
leaving that place, about $20,000, for Havana. Of this, $3,000 was brought to the United States and 
delivered at Washington. 

(Vues. What freight did you receive for such transportation, and how was it appropriated? 

_ Ans. I received, I think, 24 per cent. on the first money I brought home, and 13 per cent. on that 
brought from Tampico. One-third was given to Commodore Porter, and the residue reserved by me. 

Ques. Was this money shipped by American merchants, or by whom? 

Ans.- It was shipped through the American consuls at Havana and Tampico. 

Ques. Did the general interest of American commerce and property, and the suppression of piracy, 
require the presence of an American force in the Gulf of Mexico as frequently as it was sent there, and at 
the places to which it was sent? 

Ans. I think so, 

(Jues. Did the transportation of the specie you carried interfere in any manner with your attention 
to the suppression of piracy, or protecting American commerce? 

Ans. It did not. 

Ques. Was everything done by the squadron to suppress piracy, which could be effected? 

Ans. I believe it was, so for as I was capable of judging. 

Ques. Is there anything further, within your knowledge, material to the present inquiry? If so, 
state it. 

Ans. Nothing further, than that circumstances occurred at Tampico in regard to the detention, for 
forty days, of an American vessel, which I succeeded in having released; which showed, beyond doubt, 
the necessity fur having a man-of-war in that neighborhood for the protection of American commerce. 


Charles Boarman, a licutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and for 
what period of time? 

Answer. As lieutenant, I commanded the schooner Weasel, from the 20th July, 1824, till the return of 
Commodore Porter. 

Ques. On what particular service were you engaged during that period of time? 

Ans. From the time of my arrival at St. Barts, on the 15th August, I was employed during the whole 
time in convoying and cruising for pirates. Went to Crab Island in pursuit of pirates, captured a boat; 
the pirates escaped on shore. In September sailed from Havana for the Gulf of Mexico, convoying three 
American vessels; arrived at Campeachy; sailed to Alvarado, and made my report of the 5th December, 
(read and annexed;) thence sailed to Tampico, inquiring after pirates, and furnishing protection to our 
commerce; and having fulfilled my orders, took on board specie for the United States, arrived at the 
Havana, and made my report of the 21st January, 1825. 

Ques. During this time, what amount of specie did you carry on freight, from, and to, what ports? 

Ans. I carried about $65,000 from Tampico, shipped for New York: about $20,000 of it was subject 
to the order of a merchant at Havana, and was there transferred to an English frigate; of this, about 
$14,000 was shipped by an American house, and a part of the money was shipped by Spaniards. At 
Havana from three to four thousand dollars was put on board, and Janded at Norfolk. 

(Jues. What amount of freight was paid for this transportation, and how was it appropriated? 

Ans. About $1,200 was paid; one-third I gave to Commodore Porter, and the residue I retained. 

(Jues. Did this carrying of specie interfere in any manner with your attention to the suppression of 
piracy, and the protection of American commerce? _ 

Ans. Not inthe least. I was offered money at Campeachy to carry to the United States, but would 
receive none until I had completed my cruise, and was on the eve of returning to the United States; and 
I sailed as soon as I should have done had J carried no specie. 

Ques. Did the general protection of American property and commerce, and the suppression of piracy, 
require the presence of American vessels-of-war in the Gulf of Mexico as frequently as they were sent 
there, and at the places to which they were sent? 

Ans. I think so. During the period of from two to three months that I was there, there was no 
other vessel of the squadron there. 

Ques. Was everything done by the squadron which could be done for the suppression of piracy? 

Ans. My opinion is, that all was done which could be done to suppress it. 

(Jues. Is there any other matter within your knowledge material to this inquiry? 

Ans. Nothing. 

Charles T. Platt, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: | 

Question. In what capacity did you serve in the squadron under the command of Captain Porter, and 


for what period of time? 
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Answer. I served in 1823 in the Hornet, afterwards in command of a barge, and on board a merchant 
vessel employed as a decoy, and during the last year in command of the Scagile, 

Ques, On what particular service were you employed? 

Ans. The particular objects in which I was engaged were the offering protection to our commerce, 
and the suppression of piracy. Cruising in an open barge at one time sixty-eight days on the northeast 
side of Cuba. My last eruise in the Beagle was principally confined to the passages in the neighborhood 
of St. Thomas, under orders of August 4th, read and annexed. IT was constantly cruising and giving 
convoy. While on that station, there was not a single vessel robbed, or an attempt made. in the neigh- 
borhood. 

Ques. Wad you any concern in the transportation of specie? 

Ans. T never carried any. IT was offered some on one occasion, but did not take it, not thinking the 
vessel I commanded a suitable one, and the object being meonsiderable. 

Ques. Do you conceive that the squadron did everything which could be accomplished towards the 
suppression of piracy? 

Ans. I do. 

Ques. Is there anything further within your knowledge material to this inquiry? 

Ans. Nothing further. 


John Mountain, Esq., being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says: 

Question. Were you in the Island of Cuba during the period that Commodore Porter commanded the 
American squadron in the West Indies, and in what capacity? 

Answer. I was; in the capacity of vice American commercial agent, 

Ques. Are the documents now shown you written by you? 

Ans. I believe they are copies of Communications made by me to Mr. Warner. 

Ques. Do you conceive the sources from which you obtained the information contained in them 
deserving of confidence? 

Ans. I certainly do, most of it from declarations on oath, and the residue from respectable houses 
at Matanzas, and merchants intimately acquainted with the trade of that country. 

Ques. Wow many and what American men-of-war touched at the Island of Cuba during the year 
1824, to the best of your recollection, carrying specie on freight? 

Ans. I cannot answer as to the number, nor am I able to name the vessels, not knowing them dis- 
tinctly; generally speaking, however, all the vessels on the station of a large class. Captain Kennedy in the 
Hornet refused, and Lieutenants Shubrick and Ramage also refused to carry any. I do not mean to say 
that this was their sole occupation. The communications I made to Mr. Warner were made in conse- 
quence of the clamor of American merchants and masters, who complained of the want of convoy, 

QJues. For what length of time were the vessels of the squadron absent, without giving convoy at 
the Havana? 

Ans. For several weeks at atime. This oceurred, J think, not more than once, and that was last 
summer, This long absence produced the clamor that [have spoken of. There is no American merchant at 
Havana who did not know and believe what I have stated in those communications. TL understand that the 
vessels of the squadron had been removed by the orders of the government, on account of the sickly season, 
which was a prudent step. Ido not mean that the officers of the squadron did not comply with their 
instructions, but it was known at Havana that the neigborhood was for some time deserted by them. 
The Americans carry on some trade in the Gulf of Mexico, and their remittances from that quarter are 
made both in produce and specie. 

Ques. On hearing the general complaints of the merchants, did you make any inquiry as to the 
disposal of the force under Commodore Porter, and what was the information received? 

Ans. I did inquire on one or two occasions when vessels touched there, and was shown the instruc- 
tions to go to the Gulf of Mexico to protect the commerce, and touch at different ports there. 

Ques, Did you know anything of the nature of Commodore Porter's instructions? 

Ans. I know nothing of them. 

Ques. Was the conduct of those officers who refused to take specie approved of or censured by the 
merchants? 

Ans. Much approved of. 

Ques. When the merchants complained of the want of protection, did you inform Captain Porter or 
any other officer of those complaints? 

Ans. I did not inform Captain Porter, as I believe he was at that time in the United States, nor do T 
think I made any formal communication on the subject, as I thought it was unnecessary, as | believed 
every officer would do his duty. 

(Vues. Was the conduct of those officers who carried specie disapproved of ? 

Ans. Yes, it was. 

(Jues. Did you ever act as agent, or in any manner aid in procuring specie, to be carried in the public 


vessels? 

Ans. I have done so, 

Ques. By the expression in your letter of October 30th, ‘the thirst for making money prevails with 
others as well as those of the Island of Cuba,” did you mean to apply it to the officers generally, or to 
any particularly? 

Ans. That expression was not originally used by me, it was the general cry at Havana, and I under- 
stood it to apply to all those officers who had anything to do with the transportation of specie. 

The court then adjourned till 11 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, May 19. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before. The judge advocate 
submitted to the court a communication from the Navy Department, which being read, was annexed to 
the record, and marked K. 

The court then adjourned to meet at Gadsby’s Hotel, in the city of Washington, at one o’clock 
to-day. 

The court met at Gadsby’s Hotel, pursuant to the adjournment of this morning. Present: as before, 
and adjourned to meet at the same place to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock. 
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Frinay, May 20. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before. The judge advocate read 
and submitted to the court sundry documents, &¢., which were read and annexed to the record. The 
reading of them continued until after 3 o’clock, and the court then adjourned until to-morrow morning, 
at 9 o’clock. 


Sarurpay, May 21. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before, and proceeded to the 
consideration of the report to be made to the Department. At 3 o’clock the court adjourned till 12 o’clock 
on Monday. 


Monnay, May 23. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday, and proceeded to the further consideration 
of the report, which was agreed upon and signed, and annexed to the record. The court adjourned till 
to-morrow morning, at ten o’clock., 


Tvespay, May 24. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. The judge advocate was instructed by 
the court to transmit the record to the Department, and inform the Secretary that the court, having 
finished the business before it, awaited his further orders. A communication was received from the Secre- 
tary dissolving the court, annexed and marked L, whereupon the court adjourned sine die. 





I, 


To Captain Isaac Chauncey, president of the court of inquiry, now sitting at the Navy yard, Washington: 


I have received the letter of the judge advocate, transmitting the proceedings of the court, in rela- 
tion to the landing of a part of the naval forces, under the command of Captain David Porter, in the 
Island of Porto Rico, in November last. 

I am also apprised, that Captain Porter has entered his protest against the competency of the court, 
and declined taking further part in its proceedings, and that it has nothing before it. 

Circumstances, connected with the inquiry into the manner in which the naval forces of the United 
States, under the command of Captain David Porter, were employed in the suppression of piracy, render 
it expedient that that inquiry should not fail or be defeated, becanse the officer who requested it does 
not think proper to pursue it before this court. You are therefore hereby directed to proceed in the 
inquiry indicated in the precept, according to its terms, notwithstanding the objections taken by Captain 
Porter. You will inquire into the manner in which the squadron under the command of Captain Porter 
has been employed, during the period of his command, and report to this Department the facts; and 
whether the said forces have been employed in the suppression of piracy in the most effective manner 
in which they could be employed, in conformity with the orders and instructions from this Department; 
or whether they have been ecugaged in objects of inferior moment, to the injury of the public service: 
wl which you will transmit to this Department, to be submitted to the President of the United States, for 
lis consideration, 

Herewith, you will receive a list of the witnesses to whom orders have been given to report them- 
selves to the court, and such documents as appear to be connected with the subject of inquiry shall be 
submitted as soon as they can be prepared. 

Should it appear, in the progress of the investigation, that other testimony within the control of the 
Department will be required, it shall be furnished with as little delay as practicable. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the Navy Department of the United States, at the city of 
[t. .) Washington, this tenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-five, and of the independence of the United States the forty-ninth. 

SAM. L. SOUTHARD. 





K. 


To Isaac Chauncey, Esq., president of the nava! court of inquiry, now in session at the Navy yard at Washington: 


’ 


Si: Ihave received a letter from Richard S. Coxe, Esquire, judge advocate of the court, dated the 
18th inst., in which he informs me ‘that the court has completed the examination of all the witnesses 
who have appeared before it, and inquiring whether any objection exists to the adjournment of the court 
to some other place more convenient than the Navy yard, for the completion of the business.” — 

It is not perceived that any inconvenience or impropriety can result in the present situation of the 
business before the court, frem a change in the place of meeting. You are, therefore, hereby authorized, 
should the court consider it expedient so to do, to adjourn to any other public place within the limits of 
the city of Washington, taking care to give proper notice of the change, and hereafter to hold your 
meetings at the place to which you shall have adjourned, 

I am respectfully, &c., 


SAML L. SOUTHARD. 


Navy Deparrwent, May 19, 1825. 
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I. 
Navy Department, Jay 24, 1825, 

Sm: The letter of the judge advocate, of this date, transmitting the record of the proceedings of 

the court of inquiry, in the case of Captain David Porter, has been received. 
The Department has no further documents to communicate. The court is, therefore, hereby dissolved, 
and the officers composing it will resume their respective stations, 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, . ion 
SAWL L. SOUTITARD. 


Com. Isaac Cuacncey, President Court of Inquiry. Present. 


To Isaac Chauncey, Esquire, captain in the navy of the Un‘ted States: 

It having been made to appear to the President of the United States, that on or about the fourteenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, David Porter, 
Esquire, a captain in the navy of the United States, then in command of the naval forces of the United 
States in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, did, with a part of the military force under his command, 
forcibly land upon the Island of Porto Rico, a part of the dominions of his Catholic Majesty the King of 
Spain, then and still at peace and in amity with the Government of the United States, and did then and 
there commit acts of hostility within the territories and against the subjects of the said King of Spain; 

The President of the United States has deemed an inquiry into the conduct of the said David Porter 
on that occasion, as well as into the causes which led to the same, to be necessary and proper. 

And whereas certain representations have been made to the Government of the United States, in 
regard to the employment of the naval forces of the United States, in the West Indies and Gulf of 
Mexico, setting forth in substance, that in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, the 
said naval forces were not employed in the suppression of piracy in the most effective manner, but were 
employed in the transportation of specie and of other objects of inferior moment, to the neglect of the 
public interests; and the said David Porter, considering his conduct and character, as the commander of 
said forces, to be thereby implicated, has requested of this Department that an inquiry be made into the 
truth of said representations: 

The President of the United States, in consideration of the premises, has charged me to convene a 
court of inquiry for the purpose of examining into the matters aforesaid. 

You are therefore hereby ordered to proceed to the Navy yard at the city of Washington, on or 
before the second day of May next, to act as a member of said court, and to officiate as the president 
thereof. 

Orders are also transmitted to Captain William M, Crane, and Captain George C. Read, to appear at 
the time and place aforesaid, and Richard 8S. Coxe, Esquire, is also appointed judge advocate, and will 
report himself to you in that capacity at the time and place aforesaid. 

And the said court is hereby required to convene and organize at the said Navy yard at Washington, 
on the said second day of May, and is anthorized and directed to summon before it such persons as may 
be deemed necessary to give information touching the matters aforesaid; and is also empowered, autho- 
rized and directed, diligently and strictly to inquire into the said matters, tomake a statement of the facts 
in relation to the same, as they shall appear to the court, and particularly to examine into and report the 
eauses which led to the conduct of the said David Porter at the Island of Porto Rico before mentioned, 
and to ascertain and report whether the naval forces of the United States were employed in the most 
effective manner in the suppression of piracy, or in objects of inferior moment, to the neglect of the 
public interests: all of which you will transmit to this Department, to be submitted to the President of 
the United States for his consideration. And for your so doing, this shall be to you, and to all concerned, 


a sufficient warrant. 
Given under my hand, and the seal of the Navy Department of the United States, at the city of 


tas Washington, this nineteenth day of April, in the year ef our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five, and of the independence of the United States the forty-ninth. 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD, 





The court having maturely deliberated upon the precept, the communication from the honorable the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated the tenth instant, and the evidence which has been submitted, agree in the 
following report: 

The court, in obedience to the precept and instructions of ‘the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, 
having inquired into the manner in which the squadron under the command of Captain Porter has been 
employed, during the period of his command; and whether the said forces have been employed in the 
suppression of piracy, in the most effective manner in which they could be employed, in conformity with 
the orders and instructions from the Department of the Navy, or whether they have been engaged in 
objects of inferior moment, to the injury of the public service; and having maturely considered the 
testimony which has been laid before the court, reports the following statement as the result of this 
investigation: 

It appears to the court, that in the year 1822, piracy had been organized into a system in the West 


India seas, preying upon the commerce of every country trading in that quarter.* In consequence of 


these excesses, an act of Congress was passed early in the succeeding session, “authorizing an additional 
naval force for its suppression.’”? This law appears to have been acted upon in both Houses with great 
promptness,t and to have been approved on the 20th December, 1822.¢ By this act the sum of $160,000 





*President’s message to Congress, of December 3, 1822. 
{Extract from the journals of both Houses. 
tAct authorizing an additional naval force for the suppression of piracy. 
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was appropriated for the purchase and construction of such vessels as might be deemed suitable for that 
particular object, and to fit and equip them for immediate service. 

In the preparation of this force, Commodore Porter was personally and actively employed, and such 
dispatch was used, that on the 15th February the squadron, consisting of the Peacock sloop of war, the 
steam galliot Sea Gull, the Grayhound of 65 tons, the Shark of about 175 tons, the Ferret of 51 tons, the 
Fox of 51 tons, the Jackall of 47 tons, the Wild Cat of 48 tons, the Terrier of 61 tons, the Weasel of 53 
tons, the Beagle of 52 tons, and the ship Decoy, sailed from Hampton Roads. 

The instructions from the Hon, Sinith Thompson, the Secretary of the Navy, to Commodore Porter, 
dated February 1, 1823, state the objects for which the squadron under his command had been equipped, 
and the directions he was to pursue in the attainment of those ends. These objects appear to be the 
suppression of piracy—the affording effectual protection to the citizens and commerce of the United States 
—the suppression of the slave trade, and the transportation of specie to the United States.* 

In these instructions it was specially enjoined upon Commodore Porter to observe the utmost caution, 
in protecting our commerce against all unlawful interruption, and in guarding the rights both of persons 
and property of the citizens of the United States, not to encroach upon the rights of others, and to 
conduct himself in his intercourse with any foreign power with as much moderation and forbearance as is 
consistent with the honor of the country and the just claims of its citizens. The cultivation of harmony 
and a good understanding with any foreign naval force engaged in the suppression of piracy, is strongly 
recommended. The establishment of a depot at Thompson’s Island or Key West, is likewise directed in 
the exercise of a proper discretion 

It is particularly enjoined by the Department upon Commodore Porter to announce his arrival and 
object to the authorities of the Island of Cuba, and to obtain as far as practicable their co-operation, or 
at Jeast their favorable and friendly support. 

Another subject to which the attention of the squadron is particularly called, is, the protection of the 
convoy of specie from Vera Cruz and the Bay of Mexico, generally, to the United States. One vessel at 
least, is directed to be kept on this service, to be at or near Vera Cruz, during the healthy season of the 
year, and to be relieved as occasion shall require, both for the convoy of trade and to bring specie to the 
United States, confining the transportation to the United States only. 

On the 26th February, Commodore Porter issued his general instructions to his different officers, for 
their direction and government. These instructions are in substance a transcript of those received by 
him from the Department, more minute in their details, but varying from them in no essential particular, 

The principal object of the expedition being the suppression of piracy, which had assumed, in the 
seas designed for the sphere of his operations, an appearance of system and organization, and an extent 
which required the utmost vigor and vigilance to break it down, Commodore Porter appears, from the 
moment of his appointment to the command of the squadron, to have devoted his attention most zealously 
to the accomplishment of that object. After arriving in the West Indies, and dividing his force into 
separate detachments, they were dispatched in various directions in pursuit of pirates and piratical 
establishments. 

The letter from Commodore Porter to Mr. Warner, the American commercial agent, at Havana, dated 
“off Matanzas, March 26th, 1823,” affords a brief sketch of his proceedings to that date. He says: “I 
am now bound into Matanzas to wait for the boats of this ship, (the Peacock,) which, with the greater 
part of the crew and some small schooners, have been near a week absent among the Keys, on the south 
side of the Old Straits. We have examined all the Keys on the other side, and have thoroughly sounded 
the north side of Porto Rico, St. Domingo, and Cuba, as far down as Cayo Confites. I have sent small 
vessels down the north side of these islands, to examine every place where a pirate would be likely to be 
found, and have dispatched the Shark to scour the coast from Caraccas to La Vera Cruz. I have made 
the most of the force under my command.”’ 

The instructions to Lieutenant M. C. Perry, dated at Aguada, March 11th, 1823, sufficiently show the 
nature of the service on which the Shark was especially dispatched to the Gulf of Mexico, 

The report made by Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, under date of the 28th March, 
1823, exhibits a view of the difficulties to which he had been subjected, what had been done up to that 
period, and the employments of his squadron. About the beginning of April he arrived at Thompson’s 
Island or Key West. 

In addition to the more active operations of the squadron in the accomplishment of the objects of 
the expeditions, communications were made to the constituted authorities, in obedience to the instructions 
from the Department; the objects and designs of the government were fully and distinctly announced, 
and the co-operation of the local authorities requested. — A good understanding appears to have been 
assiduously cultivated with the commanders and officers of a British squadron at that time in the West 
Indies, which successfully furthered the objects in view, and was productive of mutual advantage. £ 

It appears that when Commodore Porter sailed from the United States, several vessels of war were 
cruising in the seas to which he was destined, to whom orders were dispatched to report themselves to 
him, and to place themselves under his command, to aid in the execution of the duties enjoined on him. 
This, however, did not take place, and the immediate consequence resulting from their absence was the 
inability of Commodore Porter, with the force at his disposal, fully to execute all the objects which he had 
contemplated. The explanation of this circumstance is given in the letters from the Secretary of the 
Navy, of June 7th, 1823. 

During the continuance, however, of this state of things, the operations of the squadron were neces- 
sarily more limited than had been originally designed; and a portion of the vessels, instead of being 
actively engaged in pursuing pirates into the different haunts in which they took refuge, were diverted 
from this object, for which they were specially equipped, to the not less important one of affording con- 
voy to merchant vessels. 

In consequence, also, of the very limited number of men attached to the squadron, it became neces- 
sary to have the Peacock sloop-of-war and Decoy laid up at Key West, and their officers and crews were 
employed for a time in the smaller vessels and barges. A portion of the force was, also, necessarily 
occupied in the erection of suitable buildings, and in preparing the island for the reception and accom- 





*See instructions. 
{Letters to the governors of Cuba and Porto Rico. 
{Correspondence with British officers. 
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modation of the forces employed in the expedition. These various circumstances did unquestionably 
operate to divert the squadron from the suppression of piracy ; but it appears to the court that the afford- 
ing of convoy to the merchant vessels, and the preparing accommodations at the island, cannot be con- 
sidered as objects of inferior moment, or which the public service would permit to be lost sight of, or 
even postponed. : : , : ; Po 

It likewise appears to the court, that from the period that this squadron arrived in the West Indies, 
the pirates changed, ina great degree, both their character and their haunts. Instead of cruising in open 
day, in vessels of considerable magnitude, they abandoned this open and avowed system of piracy, and 
for some considerable period of time, until a new system of operations could be organized, either cutirely 
disappeared, or resorted to new places for the carrying on their depredations. 

Immediately upon the arrival of Commodore Porter at Thompson’s Island, he commenced the neces- 
sary works on shore, and an expedition was prepared and dispatched under the command of Captain 
Cassin, in quest of a supposed pirate, who had been seen a few days previous in the neighborhood of the 
Island of Cuba. The reports of Lieutenant Stribling, who succeeded in effecting ina very gallant man- 
ner the capture of the vessel which had been the object of suspicion, dated the 8th April, 1823, of Captain 
Cassin of the 9th of the same month, and of Commodore Porter of the 16th, exhibit a full and correct 
account of their several operations during the intervening period of time. 

The peculiar character of the service in which the squadron was employed, has been fully detailed in 
the reports made to the Department and in the testimony submitted to the court. A large portion of the 
officers and men was employed in the small schooners and in open boats—in a severe climate—exposed 
to the heat of a tropical sun by day, and to the not less dangerous dews and exhalations at night. The 
vessels themselves, from their size, were destitute of suitable accommodations, and the operations in 
which they were engaged necessarily imposed incessant fatigue and constant exposure. One fact may 
be deserving of particular notice, as exhibiting a specimen of the nature of this service. It is in evidence 
before the court that Lieutenant Platt was employed for sixty-cight successive days in an open barge, on 
the northwest coast of Cuba, in the examination of the inlets, bays, keys, and other places of piratical 
resort. Two of the schooners were occupied in giving convoy off the Havana, which were relieved by 
others whenever required, The barges under Captain Cassin were engaged ina laborious and critical 
search after pirates and piratical establishments; and during this period all the disposable foree under 
the command of Commodore Porter appears to have been actively occupied in the important objects 
entrusted to his care. 

On the 24th April, Commodore Porter, after detailing the circumstances attending an expedition in 
which he had been engaged, states his belief, that there was not at that time a pirate afloat on that part 
of the coast of Cuba (Matanzas) larger than an open boat, and even that is doubtful. About the same 
period, Captain Cassin was employed in the Fox, and with the barges, ina careful examination of all that 
part of the coast of Cuba to the westward of Havana, through the reefs, and in the inlets; in the course 
of which two piratical vessels were pursued and captured, and their establishments on shore, consisting 
of five huts, destroyed—the pirates themselves succeeding in effecting their escape, in consequence of the 
nature of the ground, which rendered a continuation of the pursuit on shore impracticable, 

On the 10th of May, Commodore Porter reports his proceedings during the intervening time, and 
the operations in which the squadron were then engaged, The result was “the capture of a piratical 
schooner and a very fine felucca, the destruction of one on shore, the burning of three schooners ii the 
Rio Palmas, and about a dozen houses in the different establishments to leeward of Bahia Honda, and 
inside of the Colorados reefs; and what,” he continues, “ will be of no little importance in all our future 
operations, a most thorough and intimate acquaintance with the whole line of coast from Cayo Blanco, 
in the east, down to Cape Antonio, in the west.” 

Another expedition was immediately dispatched under the command of Lieutenant Watson, who, 
after a strict examination of the coasts and islands from Cayo Francis to Cayo Blanco, in the vicinity of 
Cape Hycacos, discovered in Siguapa Bay a piratical schooner, which, after a @allant action, peculiarly 
destructive to the pirates, he succeeded in capturing, without having sustained on his part the slightest 
injury. His report of the expedition, dated July 11th, contains a narrative of the circumstances. — 

During the same period, two of the schooners, under the command of Licntenant Skinner, were 
engaged in giving convoy from Havana; two were careened at Thompson’s Island; and such was 
the want of men that it became impossible to man all the barges, some of which were, consequently, 
Jaid up. 

On the 14th May, the Peacock sailed from Thompson’s Island, to relieve the Shark in the Gulf of 
Mexico, in pursuance of the instructions of the Tth May. The particulars of this cruise are detailed by 
Captain Cassin in his testimony before the court. 

So successfully had the squadron during this period accomplished the objects for which it had been 
sent, that, on the 19th May, Commodore Porter felt himself authorized to state to the Department that 
“not a single piratical act had been committed on the coast of Cuba since he had organized and arranged 
his forces.” 

On the 22d of the same month, he states that he is “left at Thompson's Island alone with the Sea 
Gull, one small schooner being engaged in the protection of commerce off Havana; another at Matanzas; 
two coming in for repairs, and all the others cruising for pirates on the south side of « uba, and in the 
Old Straits of Bahama.’ Early in June, accounts having been received that a piratical schooner had 
captured two vessels on the south side of Cuba, the Grayhound, under command of Licutenant Kearney, 
was dispatched in pursuit; whose report of lis cruise is dated August LOth. 

At this period, such was the incessant occupation of the squadron under command of Commodore 
Porter, so widely dispersed, and such its deficiencies in strength, that he was compelled to discontinue 
for a time the practice of giving convoy off Havana, and to bestow a more undivided attention to the 
pursuit and destruction of pirates. The continual presence of a vigilant force had rendered the north 
coast of Cuba comparatively safe from their depredations, and they had retired to other scenes, into which 
it became necessary to follow them. 

On the 14th June, Lieutenant Newell, in the Ferret, sailed on a cruise to Trinidad, on the south side 
of Cuba. In the course of a few days, he fell in with an armed piratical barge, and captured two boats, 
the barge escaping up a lagoon in which it was impracticable to continne the pursuit. The particulars 
of the expedition appear in his report of June 25th. 

Ju July, the Grampus, under the conunand of Licutenant Gregory, arrived at Thompson's Island, 
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and joined the force under Commodore Porter: the details of his previous operations appear in his report 
of the 3d July. 

Lieutenant Ritchie was then dispatched to the coast of Yucatan, under orders of July 8th, to ascer- 
tain the situation and character of a supposed piratical establishment in that quarter; and on the 29th 
August reported the circumstances of his expedition. 

Shortly after the transactions that have been detailed, the yellow fever made its appearance at 
Thompson’s Island, and in the squadron. The fatal consequences are stated in the report made by the 
Secretary of the Navy to the President of the United States, under date of the 21st September, 1823, 
and in the reports of Commodore Rodgers, and the physicians who accompanied him to make an exami- 
nation of the island, annexed to the record. Commodore Porter himself, by authority of the Department, 
and suffering from the effects of an attack of the fever, left the West India seas, with a considerable 
portion of his force, and returned to the United States, as a necessary measure for the restoration of the 
health of the squadron, To such an extent had this disease carried its ravages, that it was considered 
prudent to direct the John Adams and Peacock to keep in company during their homeward route, for the 
purpose of affording mutual protection. 

The general result of the operations of this season may be found in the report made to the Depart- 
ment, by Commodore Porter, on the 19th November. In this paper, it is stated that, ‘on the arrival of 
the squadron at Cuba, piracy was found in full force: but by the extraordinary activity and diligence of 
the officers and men under his command, it was in less than two months as effectually suppressed as it 
will be for several years.” It is further stated: ‘‘At present I have no knowledge of the existence of 
any piratical establishment, vessels or boats, or of a pirate afloat in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 
They have all been burned, taken, destroyed, or driven to the shore.” 

In reviewing the operations of the squadron during this period of time, it appears to the court that 
Commodore Porter, and the forces under his command, were fully entitled to the high commendations 
bestowed on them by the Department, in the letter of the 28th October, 1823. 

During the absence of Commodore Porter in the United States, the evidence before the court throws 
but comparatively little light upon the general operations of the squadron. By the instructions from the 
Department, of October 28th, Commodore Porter was directed, if the state of his health would permit, 
to take upon himself the general superintending direction of the equipment of the vessels of his squad- 
ron, then at Washington and Norfolk. It appears that the Peacock, John Adams, Sea Gull, Beagle, 
Grampus, Wild Cat, Weasel, and Porpoise, were in the United States during different portions of that 
time, undergoing repairs and recruiting their crews, and as soon as they could be equipped, most of 
these small vessels resumed their stations, and returned to the accomplishment of the general duties 
enjoined on them.* 

Commodore Porter sailed in the month of February, in the John Adams. From the testimony of 
Captain Dallas, and the report of Commodore Porter, of April 8th, it appears that she touched at St. 
Bartholomews, St. Christophers, and St. Thomas; examined the south coast of Porto Rico, looking in at 
the Dead Man’s Chest, and Ponce, touching at Mona, St. Domingo, Beata, and Kingston, making diligent 
inquiries and examinations for piratical vessels, and offering convoy and protection to vessels of all 
nations from piratical aggressions, 

By the letters of the Secretary of the Navy, of May 17th, 1824, and May 31st, 1824, it appears that 
considerable difficulties and delays in preparing an additional force had been experienced. This arose 
from the late period of the session of Congress at which the appropriation bill was passed. It became 
impossible, before an advanced period of the season, to commence preparing those vessels which it had 
been designed to unite to the squadron. It is to this circumstance that the unexpected absence of the 
Hornet and Porpoise, from the West India seas, is attributed, 

During the month of April, an expedition was detached under command of Captain Wilkinson, in 
quest of pirates, and the report of that officer, dated the 24th of that month, details his operations. Lt. 
John H. Lee, with the Jackall and Wild Cat, sailed on the 26th April, and on the 12th May reports the 
circumstances attending his cruise. Tae John Adams was dispatched to the Gulf of Mexico, and her 
operations in that quarter are stated in the testimony of Captain Dallas. The Sea Gull, Terrier, Spark, 
Grampus, and Ferret, appear to have been in the neighborhood of Cuba and Thompson’s Island, furnish- 
ing convoy, and engaged in the pursuit of pirates. On the 28th May, Commodore Porter informs the 
Department that the fever had made its appearance at Thompson’s Island, and that he purposed removing: 
the principal part of his forces to the north, about the middle of the succeeding month. This letter 
appears to be the only notification sent to the Department of such intention, and it was not received at 
Washington until June 24th, the day on which Commodore Porter reached the same place, on his return 
from the West Indies, as appears by his letter of the 25th of that month. On the 19th July, he is 
directed to dispatch the Shark, Grampus, and Spark, to their station, as speedily as possible, and they, 
as well as other vessels, received orders to that effect. 

On the 14th October, the Secretary of the Navy informs Commodore Porter that ‘‘it is deemed expe- 
dient by the Executive that you return as speedily as possible to your station in the John Adams.” On 
the 21st October he was again ordered to repair to his station, and on the 24th of the same month he 
proceeded to sea in the John Adams. Immediately after his arrival in the West Indies, the occurrence 
took place at Foxardo, which has already been fully detailed in the report made by this court in the first 
branch of the inquiry directed to be made, and which is considered as wholly unconnected with this 
investigation. A minute examination was again made of the south coast of Cuba, which being effected, 
the John Adams repaired to Thompson’s Island. An expedition was immediately organized, and pro- 
ceeded, under the command of the commodore in person, in quest of pirates. Before his return from 
this expedition, orders were *eceived, dated the 27th December, directing his return to the United States, 
with which, as soon as the officers and men of the John Adams, engaged in the last mentioned expedition 
returned to their vessel, he complied. 

At the time that Commodore Porter left the West India seas in June, 1824, the schooners Ferret and 
Terrier, with a barge, were left to cruise between Thompson’s Island, Havana, and Matanzas, and they 
appear to have been actively occupied during his absence in giving convoy from Havana and Matanzas, 





* General Orders, of November 8, 1823. Letter from the Secretary of the Navy, December 3, 1823. 
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and inexploring the neighboring coasts for pirates. Other vessels occasionally arrived in that vicinity 
during the same interval, and were, for periods of diferent length, eimployed for the same objects. The 
Beagle was engaged in cruising and eviving convoy in varions directions in the neighborhood of St. 
Thomas, and appears to have kept that quarter perfectly safe from piratical depredations. In another 
quarter the Weasel was accomplishing the same ends, 

The absence of many of the officers cugaged in the squadron during the summer of 1824—the want 
of official reports of their several operations, and the withdrawal of Commodore Porter from any partici- 
pation in the investigation, have rendered it impracticable to detail, with as much particularity as could 
be wished, the daily movements of the various vessels. A reference to the orders annexed to the record 
will show, in addition to the statements already made, the duties respectively assigned to them. So far, 
however, as the evidence reaches, it appears to the court that the force was judiciously distributed and 
actively engaged, 

The testimony which appears to conflict most with this statement, is that of Messrs. Randall and 
Mountain, which will be found in the record. Mr, Randall appears to have been in the Island of Cuba, 
with the exception of a short interval, from the 3d May until the 9th November, 1824.0 During this time 
he was much occupied in attending to the wcneral duties of his mission; part of the time sick, and during 
the whole of it in a situation to hear ell the rumors which might be in cirenlation in regard to piratical 
depredations. Most of the information which he has comimunicated, appears to have been derived from 
the representations of others; and however implicitly the court would feel disposed to rely upon the 
accounts given by that gentleman of facts which fell under his immediate notice, it cannot extend that 
confidence to others without some proof of the means they possessed of acquiring exact information, 
and the credit to which their statements are entitled. It is in evidence before the court that false and 
exaggerated reports of piratical aggressions were frequently circulated, and sometimes, as the witnesses 
have believed, for the express purpose of drawing off the attention of the squadron from seenes in which 
real danger existed. It also appears that such was the character of the vessels or boats mm which, at 
this period, the pirates sallied out from their hannts—sueh the facilities afforded to these marauders by 
the inhabitants of Cuba, and the imbecility or inactivity of the constituted authorities—-such the case 
with which pursuit could be evaded by retiring to the shore, that Mr. Randall has expressed a decided 
convietion, in the correctness of which no doubt is entertained by the court, that no naval force, however 
large, or however vigilant, could, of itself, ensure safety from these freebooters. 

The evidence of Mr. Mountain is also ina great measure founded upon the representations of others. 
So far as this witness speaks of the absence for several weeks at a time of the vessels of the squadron 
during the summer of 1824, without giving convoy at the Havana, the allegation is not sustained cither 
by the testimony of Mr. Randall or that of the officers at that time in the neighborhood of Cuba. The 
former specifies the times of the arrival and departure of the various vessels of the squadron throughout 
the entire summer, so far as they fell under his own observation; the latter detail the general business 
in which they were severally occupied; and the court has been unable to detect, in the testimony of 
either, the period of time to which Mr. Mountain’s assertion can apply. So far as regards the alleged 
employment of the squadron in other objects of inferior moment, the court is desirous of separating that 
part of the ease from that which is connected with its general operations, and to state in detail, so far as 
they have been given in evidence, the facts which have transpired. 

It appears to the court, upon a careful review, and after a deliberate consideration of all the testi- 
mony that has been submitted to it in regard to the manner in which the squadron under the command of 
Commodore Porter was employed daring the period of his command, that everything was done towards 


the suppression of piracy, which could be accomplished with a force of that description, and of such. 


limited strength. The number of men employed was small, and the greater part of the vessels engaged 
qualified only for a particular kind of operations. Their ticonsiderable size rendered it impracticable to 
carry either provisions or water for any length of time; repairs were frequently required; the stores were 
furnished from the United States, and the cruises, therefore, necessarily of short duration.* 

It appears, also, that the confinement of the officers and men in the small schooners and barges, 
upon the cruises and expeditions in which they were unremittingly occupied, exposed both by day and 
night to the baneful influence of a noxious climate—the necessities which drove them continually to Key 
West for the purpose of repairing the vessels and procuring supplies, combined to engender and add 
virulence to the malignant diseases which broke out and proved so destructive to life, compelling, for two 
successive seasons, the return to the United States of a large proportion of the squadron, 

Under these circumstances, it appears to the court that the officers and men have eminently entitled 
themselves to the commendations which they have received. Commodore Rodgers, in his report dated 
November 24, 1823, observes, with ample means of judging, that “ the vessels particularly purchased for 
the suppression of piracy, have done all that could be reasonably expected towards its suppression; 
indeed, they have searched every nook and corner on the whole coast of Cuba from which a pirate might 
be expected to issue; and besides capturing and destroying all that could be identified as being of that 
character, they have made impressions not to be erased from the minds of such monsters, so long vs we 
keep a respectable force in their netg@hborhood, in readiness to chastise those whose temerity might induce 
them to renew their depredations, and which, in the present state of things, notwithstanding the secourg- 
ing they have received, would be the case in the absence of such a force as T have deseribed.” 

Captain Finch has stated in his testimony, that when he left Matanzas, in June, 1824, in company 
with Commodore Porter, he did not think there was any appearance of piracy in that quarter; and that a 
sufficient force was left there to keep itdown. “In the then state of things,” he continues, “TI thought that 
force as competent to effect the object as a larger one would have been.” He also states that he recollects 
but a single authenticated instance of piracy while he was with the squadron, It occurred in the neigh- 
borhood of Matanzas. Lieutenant Voorhees was immediately dispatched in the Sea Gull, in pursuit of 
the piratical vessel, and sueceeded in capturing her in the course of a few hours. 

Still more recently, the Committee on Naval Affairs, at the last session of Congress, in their report 
to the House of Representatives on the resolution of the 9th of December, instructing them to inquire 
into the expediency of providing an additional naval foree, and other additonal means for the suppression 
of piracy, state: “That they have had the subjects proposed in the said resolution under their consideration, 


* Letter from Com. Porter, December 21, 1822, to Purser Thornton. Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Naval Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives, of December 21, 1824. 
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and have made ite inquiry into the operations of our naval force, which, for the last two years, has 
been employed in the Gulf of Mexico for the protection of our commerce, and tlie suppression of piracy. 
In this investigation, they feel a satisfaction in stating that the means employed have displayed the vigi- 
lance of the government, and the activity, zeal, and devotion of the officers and seamen who have bee en 
assigned to that perilous service; pe rilous, not from the numbers or courage of the enemy, but from the 
deleterious effects of a tropical climate upon natives of a more temperate region, The vessels assigned 
to this service, were better adapted to a short expedition, than to long and tedious cruises, They were 
too small to afford the room necessary to preserve the discipline and health of the officers and seamen 
assigned to them; yet they enabled the commande*to scour the coasts, to penetrate into the shoal waters 
of the creeks and ‘inlets ‘to the ve ry margin of the land; and, in effect, the pirates have literally been 
driven from the ocean, and confined to thei ir fastnesses and haunts upon the land, Accordingly, their 
principal depredations for the last twelve or fifteen months have been confined to occasional sallies in 
boats and small craft, within one or two leagues of the shore. While these depredations have been more 
limited in extent and ‘mumbe ‘r, they have more frequently bee n attended with the most desperate and san- 
guinary destruction of the lives of the unfortunate victims.’ 

Although the suppression of piracy was the principal, it was not the exclusive, object confided to 
Commodore “Porter and the squadron under his command; nor was the attainment of that end to be accom- 
plished singly by pursuing pirates into their haunts, and the destruction of their vessels and establish- 
ments. The general protection of the commerce of our citizens—the suppression of the slave trade, and 
the transportation of specie from the Gulf of Mexico to the United States, were pointed out in the origi- 
nal instructions from the Departinent, as subjects requiring special attention. Independently also of 
an entirely sabordinate character, and temporary in their continuance, the surveys of the coasts of 
Florida, and of the adjacent islands and keys—the negotiation under a resolution of ‘Congress, in regard 
to the establishment of buoys, lights, &e., in the vicinity of Bahama banks—the protection to be afforded 
to the timber on the‘ public lands in Florida, were likewise committed to the same foree. These last- 
mentioned objects are merely referred to, in general terms, to show the multifarious duties which this 
small force was instructed to perform. The others, as they continued ‘throughout the entire period of 
the command of Commodore Porter, appear to require a more minute and detailed report. 

In regard to the general protection of our commerce, it appears to the court that it was eminently 
entitled to the attention which it received; not merely from its general and obvious importance, but as 
one of the means of suppressing piracy. By affording convoy and adequate protection to private com- 
merce, one of the principal inducements to piratical adventure was removed, and the probability of success 
in pursuing and destroying these freebooters increased, should they have the temerity to venture from 
their haunts. In no one particular does it appear to the court that the benefits produced by the squadron 
in the West India seas were more widely diffused, or greater in amount. This service, however, is one 
that can searcely admit of being illustrated by reference to individual facts. It may, however, be par- 
ticularly mentioned, that it is in evidence before the court, that every vessel in the squadron, in ‘addition 
to her ordinary and specific duties, was engaged in affording convoy on all occasions, and in every quar- 
ter; that Lie ‘atenant Skinner alone, in the short period which intervened between 5 30th March and the 
3d July, gave convoy to about one hundred and eighty vessels. It also appears, by the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, to the chairman of the Naval Committee of the House of Representatives, of 
December 21, 1824, that convoy was often declined, rather than submit to slight delays or changes in the 
course of the vessel; that insurance upon voyages to the West Indies continued unusually low, and that 
the offices add little, if anything, on account of the risk of piracy. Onthe whole, it appears to the court, 
that, so far as the amount and character of the force permitted, convoy was afforded to private trade in 
the West India seas and Gulf of Mexico, to the fullest possible ¢ extent, and to the greatest practicable 
advantage. 

The suppression of the slave trade, also, required and received particular attention. ‘ By direction 
of the Department, Commodore Porter, from time to time, dispatched one of the vessels of his squadron 
to the coast of Africa, to touch at C ape Messurado, minister to the wants of the agency there, and return 
by the usual track of ‘the slave ships.” Such practical benefit resulted from this application of the force 
at his disposal, that “none of these or any other of our public ships have found vessels engaged in the 
slave trade under the flag of the United States, and in such circumstances as to justify their hei ‘ing seized 
and sent in for adjudication.” * 

The next subject to which the attention of the court has been directed, is the transportation of specie, 
particularly from the Gulf of Mexico to the United States. From causes which have already been referred 
to, it has not been practicable to pursue this inquiry to the extent desired. In addition to the general 
instructions, already particularly referred to, orders were issued by the Department, of December 22d, 
1823, by which Commodore Porter was authorized “to receive on board specie, and the articles permitted 
by the act for the better government of the navy, belonging exclusively to our citizens, and to carry them 
from one port or place to another, when it does not, in any degree, conflict with your other duties, or 
violate the laws of the country where you are. You may also bring to the United States specie belong- 
ing to our own citizens, but you are, in no case, to permit anything in the shape or character of publie 
advertisements to be used for the purpose of giving information that you will carry it.” “And, that 
the government may know the extent to which the commercial interests of our citizens are benefited by 
the assistance afforded by our public vessels on this point, and be prepared to answer any complaints on 
the subject which may be made by individuals or governments, you will, from time to time, make reports 
to this Department of all the svecie and other articles you may carry, the places to and from which you 
carry them, and the circumstaaces, terms and conditions on which you do it.’ 

On the 20th July, 1824, che Secretary of the Navy again expresses to Commodore Porter, that ‘it is 
the wish of the Department that you cause a portion of the foree under your command to touch occasion- 
ally at the port of Tampico, in Mexico, and to afford protection to the citizens of the United States 
engaged in commerce with that port.” 

In obedience to the general instructions, the Shark, under the command of Lieutenant M. . Perry, 
was dispatched in March, 1823, to the Gulf of Me xico.t On the 14th May the Peacock sailed from 
Thompson’s Island to relieve him,{ and thus at intervals of from six weeks to three months, a vessel was 
sent in that quarter, preparatory to her return to the United States 


* Report of Secretary of Navy, Dec. 1, 1824. t Orders of that date. ¢ Orders of May 7th. 
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After the receipt of the instructions of December 22d, 1823, a circular letter was addressed on the 
30th of the same month, to the different commanders under his orders, forbidding them to take on freight 
any treasure, without special instructions to that purpose, On the 16th October, 1824, Commodore Por- 
ter reported to the Department the amount of specie which had at that time been transported by the 
different vessels under his command, since the preceding December. From this statement it appears that 
specie to the amount of $399,000 had been carried within that period, at the average freight of 14 per 
cent. One other vessel under his command, which appears to have carried specie, the Shark, commanded 
by Lieutenant Gallagher, is not included in this report, not having at its date arrived at the port of des- 
tnation.* So far as the court has been able to ascertain the facts, it is inclined to believe that the 
amount of specie carried on freight, in the preceding year, did not equal in amount that which is stated 
in the report of Commodore Porter, as carried in 1824. 

The orders under which Lieutenant Stevens acted, appear to have been given by the Department, on 
the application of the Bank of the United States, and, consequently, this appears to the court to have 
been a special employment of that officer and the vessel under his command by the government for public 
purposes, 

The general character of the instructions given by Commodore Porter, in the year 1824, to the 
commanders of vessels bound to the Gulf of Mexico, may be ascertained from those annexed to the 
record, given to Captain Dallas, Lieutenant Stevens and Lieutenant Skinner, 

After a deliberate and full consideration of all the facts that have been elicited upon this subject, in 
the progress of this investigation, it appears to the court to be abundantly proved by the testimony: 

1. That the instructions given by Commodore Porter to his various oflicers, were strictly in accordance 
with those received by him from the Department, in relation to the transportation of specie; and in no 
instance did they transcend the provisions of the 23d article of the rules and regulations for the better 
government of the navy. 

2. That the transportation of specie was in itself an object of sufficient moment, both to the govern- 
ment and the commercial interests of the country, to warrant the employment of the vessels of the 
squadron as frequently as they were sent to the Gulf of Mexico. 

3. That the general protection of commerce, and the suppression of piracy, required the presence of 
an American armed vessel in the Gulf of Mexico, as frequently as one was dispatched there, and at the 
places to which it was sent, entirely independent of any special view to the transportation of specie. 

4. That in no one instance was the transportation of specie made anything more than wholly sub- 
ordinate, and ancillary to the general objects for which the squadron was employed. That in many 
instances detailed in the testimony, various officers declined to receive specie on board, when it might 
have been obtained, in consequence of their extreme anxiety to obey the orders which they had received, 
not to permit this subject to intefere, in any degree, with the general objects of their cruise. 

5. The court has not been able to discover a single Instance in which any vessel, on board which 
Commodore Porter was at any time, under any circumstances, received any specie to be carried on 
freight, 

6. That the proportion of the freight paid over to him as the commander-in-chief, was paid as the 
voluntary and spontaneous act of the different officers, who carried the specie, without any provision by 
law, or any demand by Commodore Porter himself, but simply in conformity with general custom. 

The court has thus, in obedience to the orders of the Department, gone through the investigation 
which it has been required to make, The result of this laborious inquiry has already been stated in 
detail. In concluding this report, it may be sufficient to add, that the manner in which the squadron, 
under the command of Captain Porter, was employed, during the period of his command, appears to the 
court to have been highly honorable to him, and to the officers and men employed—that the said forces 
were employed in the suppression of piracy, in the most effective manner in which they could be em- 
ployed, in conformity with the orders and instructions from the Department, and that no part of them 
Was on any occasion engaged in objects of inferior moment, to the injury of the public service. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

I, CHAUNCEY, President. 


{icnarD S, Coxe, Judge Advocate, May 23, 1825. 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Extract from the President's message to both Houses of Congress, at the commencement of the second session of 
the seventeenth Congress, dated December 3d, 1822. 


A report from the Secretary of the Navy will communicate the progress which has been made in 
the construction of vessels of war, with other interesting details respecting the actual state of the affairs 
of that Department. It has been found necessary for the protection of our commerce, to maintain the 
usual squadrons on the Mediterranean, the Pacific, and along the Atlantic coast, extending the cruises of 
the latter into the West Indies, where piracy, organized into a system, has preyed on the commerce of 
every country trading thither. A cruise has also been maintained on the coast of Africa, when the season 
would permit, for the suppression of the slave trade; and orders have been given to the commanders of 
all our public ships, to seize our own vessels, should they find any engaged in that trade, and to bring 
them in for adjudication. 

In the West Indies, piracy is of recent date, which may explain the cause why other powers have 
not combined against it. By the documents communicated, it will be seen that the efforts of the United 
States to suppress it, have had a very salutary effect. The benevolent provision of the act, under which 
the protection has been extended alike to the commerce of other nations, cannot fail to be duly appreci- 
ated by them. 


* Testimony of Mr. Randall. 
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Report of the Secretary of the Navy, accompanying the President’s message, December 3, 1822. See nage 189. 
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Extracts from the Journal of the House of Representatives, second session of the 17th Congress, page 21. 


5. Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as relates to the navy and the suppression of 
piracy, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. Dee. 10, 1822. 


Page 33. Mr. Condict submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed to inquire and report, as early as may 
be, what further measures are necessary, not only for the more efficient protection of our commerce in the 
West Indian seas from piracy, but for the entire extirpation of those freebooters, and the punishment of 
those who may be found to aid and abet them. Dec. 10, 1822. 

Page 33. The President’s message to the House of Representatives, dated December 6th, 1822: 

tecent information of the multiplied outrages and depredations which have been committed on our 
seamen and eommerce by the pirates in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, exemplified by the death of 
a very meritorious officer, seems to call for some prompt and decisive measures on the part of the gov- 
ernment. All the public vessels adapted to that service, which can be spared from other indispensable 
duties, are already employed in it: but, from the knowledge which has been acquired of the places from 
whence outlaws issue, and to which they escape from danger, it appears that it will require a particular 
kind of force, capable of pursuing them into the shallow waters to which they retire, effectually to sup- 
press them, I submit to the consideration of Congress the propriety of organizing such a force for that 
important object. 

(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 

Page 34. Ordered, That the said message be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. Decem- 

ber 10, 1822. 


Page 45. Mr. Fuller, from the Committee of Naval Affairs, to which was referred the message 
from the President upon the subject of piracy, reported a bill authorizing an additional naval force for the 
suppression of piracy; which bill was read the first and second time, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. December 13, 1822. 


Page 46. The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Lathrop reported the bill 
authorizing an additional naval force for the suppression of piracy, thereto committed this day, with an 
amendment, which was read and concurred in by the House; and it was 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read a third time to-day; 

The said bill being engrossed, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be “An act authorizing an additional naval force for the suppression of 
piracy,” and that the clerk do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire their concurrence therein. 


e 


Extract from the Journal of the Senate, 2d session, Lith Congress, page 26, vol. 16, dated December 12, 1822. 


Mr. Rodney submitted the following motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the.Committee on the Judiciary be directed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
tinuing in foree the act entitled “An act to protect the commerce of the United States, and to punish the 
crime of piracy;” and also, of making such further provisions on the subject as may be deemed proper 
for the security of our citizens, the safety of eur commerce, and the punishment of the offence. 





From the same, vide page 32, dated 16th December, 1822. 


The Senate resumed the condsideration of the motion of the 12th inst., for directing the Committee 
on the Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of making further provisions by law for the suppression 
of piracy: and agreed thereto. 

Resolved, (page 34,) That so much of the President’s message as relates to naval affairs, and the 
suppression of piracy, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration of the bill authorizing the 
President of the United States to employ an additional force for the suppression of piracy; and 

On motion of Mr. Van Dyke, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 


Extract from the Journal of the Senate, 2d session, Lith Congress, vide page 35, vol. 16, dated Dec. 16, 1822. 


The House of Representatives have passed a bill entitled “An act authorizing an additional naval 


force for the suppression of piracy.” 
Ordered, That they severally pass to the second reading. 
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On motion, 
The bill entitled “An act authorizing an additional naval force for the suppression of piracy,” was 


read the second time by unanimous consent, and it was taken up and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and no amendment having been made thereto, it was reported to the House; and 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

On motion, it was read a third time, by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives accordingly. 


cHap. 1, 


An act authorizing an additional naval force for the suppression of piracy. 


Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled: That the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to pur- 
chase or construct a suflicient number of vessels, in addition to those now employed, of such burthen and 
construction as he may deem necessary, and to fit, equip, and man the same for immediate service, for the 
purpose of repressing piracy, and of affording effectual protection to the citizens and commerce of the 
United States in the Gulf of Mexico, and the seas and territories adjacent. 

Secr. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of one hundred and sixty thousand dollars be 
appropriated to meet the expenditure to be incurred as aforesaid, and paid out of any money in the trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved December 20, 1822. 


The Secretary of the Navy to the President of the United States. 
Navy Deparrment, September 21, 1823. 


President Monroe: 

Sir: I feel it to be my duty to represent to you the following facts, and to request the favor of 
your opinion respecting the course proposed. 

On the 17th of this month, by the arrival of the Beagle, at this place, from Thompson’s Island, the 
Department was furnished with reports from the commanding officer, and the surgeons at that station, up 
to the first of September, by which we learn that the John Adams, and several smaller vessels, were at 
that place; that, about the 20th of August, the yellow fever made its appearance, with considerable 
malignity; that several deaths had occurred, among which were two licutenants, Potter and Somerville; 
two midshipmen, Marshall and Reed; the captain’s clerk, Thomas; a carpenter, two seamen, a gunner, a 
cooper, and a steward; that Commodore Porter and twenty-one officers and men, were sick; the commo- 
dore in a state of great debility, but good hopes were entertained of his recovery. 
Lieutenant Boarman, yesterday morning, we have verbal information to the 8th of September, when 
Commodore Porter remained much as he was on the Ist; between the Ist and the 8th, there had been 
several deaths, and among them two lieutenants and two midshipmen; and the fever did not in any degree 


abate. All the surgeons were sick, and four surgeons’ mates constitute the whole medical skill at the 


station. 
A careful examination of the reports of the sick, and minute inquiries of several officers who have 


been there, do not satisfy me that the fever originated on the island; but I incline to the opinion, that the 
infection may, in every instance, be traced to other places; but, whether it originated there, or be 
imported, the destruction of valuable lives is equally to be lamented, and the effects upon the service 
equally demand attention. Accounts from that place, some of them very exaggerated, find their way to 
the public prints, and create painful anxiety with the friends of those who are there, and will, it is to be 
feared, unless promptly corrected, produce feelings in the nation, which will be essentially injurious to 
our important Interests in that quarter. 

The value of that station for the suppression of piracy, and the protection of commerce, is perfectly 
understood by you. It ought not readily to be deserted, It is very desirable to save it, while we take 
the most effectual means to protect the valuable lives of our officers and men. It is impossible to leave 
them there, especially, situated as the commanding officer is, without taking some decisive measure for 
their relief; and, to order their immediate removal, with our present information, would seem hazardous 
and improper. 

Two or three surgeons and surgeons’ mates have been ordered, and are on their way to the island, 
And, in order to obtain the best advice in my power, Ihave submitted to Dr. Cutbush, and four other 
surgeons, now in the city, all the information which I could procure; stated to them the time within 
which an order for removal could be executed, and required their opinion on the propriety of attempting 
Their report will be made to me at eight o’clock to-mor- 


a removal of the vessels to some northern port. 
Their opinion must, necessarily, be less safe than 


row morning, and I shall, probably, send you a copy. 
if formed on the spot; but it may be a useful aid in determining on the course to be pursued, 

The plan which I propose for your consideration, and which I shall adopt, if you do not disapprove 
it, is the following: 

Prepare the Shark, now at New York, to sail to Thompson’s Island, as speedily as possible; send in 
her one of the oldest and most experienced officers in the navy, with three of the most skillful and intel- 
ligent surgeons; direct them, in connection with Commodore Porter, (if his health will permit, ) to inves- 
tigate thoroughly the origin, causes, and progress of the disease; the nature and situation of the island 
in reference to health, at this season of the year; the present state and probable health of the station; 
with authority either to retain the vessels there, or, if necessary, remove them to a northern port, until 
the advance of winter shall justify their return to that latitude. 

The Shark can sail in less than ten days; will probably take ten more to reach the island; and a 


By the arrival of 
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removal may be effected in five more, if it be found necessary; I presume the officers who go out, may 
return in about four weeks from the time the vessel sails. 

I believe I should select Commodore Rodgers for this purpose and have consulted him about it. He 
approves the plan, and with his usual promptness in the public service, expressed a wish to partake in 
its execution. 

The following benefits would result: 

Ist. The best medical assistance will, in this way, be furnished to the sick, at that station, and many 
valuable lives may be saved. 

2d. The public mind will be quieted by a precise knowledge of facts. 

3d. A station, necessary to the objects for which the government sent out the expedition, will pro- 
bably be continued and secured. 

‘4th. We shall obtain the safest information to guide us on all future occasions. 

I shall be pleased if this plan meet your approbation, and shall make the necessary arrangements 
for it, not, however, giving any orders which will create difficulty, should you disapprove it. Please to 
favor me with an answer by the express. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, &., SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


The Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Rodgers. 


Navy Department, September 29, 1823. 

Dear Str: T enclose your orders. You are already well acquainted with the views of the Department, 
and of the President, in relation to your visit to Thompson’s Island, and the motives by which it has been 
induced. 

On your arrival there, you will, of course, communicate freely with Commodore Porter respecting 
them, should he still be there, and in a situation to receive your communications. The uncertainty 
whether he be still living; the anxiety felt by the government and nation for his safety; the numerous 
reports of the sickly state of the officers and crews of the vessels, and of those who are on the island; 
and the desire to furnish the most prompt and effectual relief; are among the principal causes which have 
created the wish that you should undertake the expedition. In its faithful execution, and beneficial 
results, | have strong confidence; and am, dear sir, very respectfully, yours, 
SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Joun Roncers, Esq., Capt. U. S. Navy, President Naval Board. 





The Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Rodgers. 
Navy Department, September 29, 1823. 

Sir: You will proceed in the schooner Shark, from New York, to Thompson’s Island, as speedily as 
circumstances will permit, taking with you Surgeons Marshall, Heerman, Harris, and Washington, who 
will obey your orders, and render all the assistance in their power in accomplishing the objects of your 
expedition. If either of them is prevented from joining you before you sail, you will require the attendance 
of Surgeon Hoffman, or any other of the surgeons, at New York, to supply his place. 

If any officers be wanting to make up the complement of the Shark, you will select such as are 
necessary, at New York. When you shall arrive at Thompson’s Island, you will investigate, with the 
utmost care, the origin, progress, and present state of the sickness, which prevails on the island, and in 
the squadron; the condition of all the vessels which are there; the localities of the station, in reference to 
health, and every matter which may be necessary and proper, to enable. you to form a correct opinion, 
both of the propriety of continuing the vessels at that station, and of using it hereafter during the sickly 
season, 

After having made the necessary inquiries, you will cither take such measures as shall seem proper, 
in reference to the health and comfort of the squadron, leaving it where it is; or you will order it removed, 


for the present, to Pensacola, Norfolk, or some more northern port. In either event, an early and minute 


report on this subject, to this Department, is desirable, 
Uncertainty as to the present state of Commodore Porter’s health, furnishes one strong motive for your 


visit. If his health permits, he will furnish the most safe information and best assistance in accomplishing 


your object; and if the squadron be left there he will remain in command, if his health permit, and if it be 


his wish. If his health require a visit to the United States, you will place some other in command, and 
make report thereof as soon as practicable. 

The surgeons who go with you will render to the sick all the aid in their power, consistently with 
the other duties they have to pe rfurm; and they will return with you, and join the several stations from 
which they are taken, reporting to this Department the time of their arrival. 

You will be at liberty to return in the Shark, Grampus or any other vessel at the station, which you 
shall think best for the service. It is supposed you may accomplish the objects in view, and return to this 
place, in about five wecks frora the time the Shark sails. 

I am, very, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


SAML L. SOUTHARD. 
Joun Ropcrers, Esq., Captain U.S. Navy, President of the Navy Board. 
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Commodore Rodgers to the Secretary of the Navy. 
No. 1. 


Unirep States Scoooner Snark, Hampton Toads, November 16, 1823. 


Str: In the prosecution of your instructions of the 29th of September last, you have already been 
informed of the time of my departure from New York, in the United States schooner Shark. 

I have now the honor to inform you, that on the 23d of October, I reached Thompson’s Island, accom- 
panied by Surgeons Harris, Washington, and Hoffman, of the navy, after a passage of seventeen days, 
in which we experienced much rough, disagreeable weather, it raining more or less every day but one, 
for thirteen days. 

On reaching the island, and not finding any of the public vessels of war except the Porpoise, the first 
objects to which I directed my attention were, to ascertain the state and condition of the sick remaining 
on it; and, as far as practicable, the cause or causes which had produced such disastrous consequences 
to the health of the officers, seamen, and marines, stationed on the island, and on board of several of the 
vessels, which had previously had access to it as a rendezvous. For this purpose, I accordingly addressed 
a letter (of which the enclosed No. 1 is a copy) to Surgeons Harris, Washington, and Hoffman, By their 
answer, (No 2, herewith enclosed,) you will perceive that they do not consider the disease attributable 
entirely to any one cause, but to a variety of causes, such as they have described. 

That the reasons which they have assigned are correct, there can be but little doubt; but to which of 
them is to be attributed the most powerful agency in producing the disease, is still a matter of specula- 
tion, or, at least, very questionable. 

The island, it must be admitted, does contain localities of a character calculated, when assisted 
by other causes, and perhaps only slight ones too, to generate bilious, and probably malignant 
fevers; yet I must confess, that I still entertain doubts, whether those causes have had, in the present 
instance, so decisive an agency in producing the late fatal malady, as they may, at first view, seem to 
have had. 

From the little experience I have had, my opinion is, that the climate of Thompson’s Island is similiar 
to the West India islands generally; that its air is perhaps less salubrious than some, but more so than 
others; and that, notwithstanding the objections which may be urged against it, on account of particular 
defects, arising from its small elevation above the level of the sea, the unevenness of its surface, and the 
many salt and fresh water ponds which it is said to contain; still, that it is, from the excellence of its 
harbor, and its peculiar station on the map of this western hemisphere, too important an object, in a 
political and commercial point of view, to be suffered to remain unoecupied and unregarded; for, admitting 
its climate, in its present unimproved state, to be as unfriendly to health as even that of the colony of 
Surinam, it is, notwithstanding, susceptible of being so improved, or, at least, the dangers attending it 
so much diminished, by artificial means, (such as I will hereafter describe,) as to render the objections to 
it, if not harmless, at least comparatively small. 

Previous to leaving the island on the third inst., I had sent, by the advice of Surgeons Harris, Wash- 
ington, Hoffman and Williamson, (as I have already informed you,) all the sick, whose situations ap- 
peared to require a removal, to a more northern climate, Those who still remained on the island, at the 
time of my departure, were all well, except some convalescents, and a few with mild intermittent fevers; 
all of whom, it was believed, however, would be restored to health again by the return of cooler weather; 
indeed, for the last three days previous to our sailing, the wind had prevailed with much force from the 
north, and had rendered the air comparatively much purer, cooler, and exhilirating, than it had been for 
some days before, so much so as to induce a belief that the season of health had commenced, and that its 
salutary effects would be immediately felt by those who have suffered by the long continuance of heat. 

Previous to leaving the island, I made such arrangements, and saw things placed upon such a foot- 
ing, as to warrant the most sanguine anticipation of favorable results, and such as might have been 
expected, had Commodore Porter’s health permitted him to continue on the station. 

For the few changes which I found it necessary to make in the disposition of the several vessels left 
on the station, permit me to refer you to the accompanying papers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOMN RODGERS. 

The Hon. Samven L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Doctors Harris, Washington, and Hoffman, to the Secretary of the Navy. 
No. 2. 
U.S. Scnooxer Suark, Thompson's Island, October 29, 1813. 

Sir: In conformity with the instructions contained in your communication of the twenty-fourth inst., 
we have carefully inquired into, and deliberately considered, the various points to which you have directed 
our attention, 

On examining this island, we find that it is of a secondary caleareons formation, and is thinly over- 
spread with a light vegetable mould, The shores are somewhat elevated above the interior erounds by 
the surf continually throwing up pulverized shells, which give a concave form to its superfices. It is 
thickly covered with small trees and shrubbery, principally of the mangrove variety, and grasses of 
several species grow with great luxuriance. 

So far as our observations have enabled us to determine, we are of opinion that nearly one-half of the 
island is occupied by salt and fresh water ponds. 

It has been ascertained that the surfaces of these ponds are on a level with the surrounding ocean, 
vet but one of them has any connection with it, by reason of the natural embankments to which we have 
already alluded. 

The purest water of the island is in some degree brackish, but has not, so far as we can learn, pro- 
duced any unfriendly effect on the health of those who have used it freely as a drink. 
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During the dry season, which continues from about the middle of September to the middle of June, 
many of the ponds cither dry up, or shrink considerably within the boundaries to which they are dilated 
during the rainy season, 

The surface being thus imperfectly overflowed, presents a mass of vegetable and animal matter, to 
which the climate adds every other circumstance necessary to give miasm its most powerful effect on the 
human frame, The gales and retiring tides frequently deposit on the shores a quantity of sea-weed, 
which undergoes a rapid decomposition, and thus contributes, in a limited extent, to vitiate the atmosphere. 

To these miasmatic causes of disease, were added others of equal, if not greater magnitude. 

They have arisen: 

From the sudden exposure of northern constitutions to a tropical climate, at a period when the 
ordinary relaxing effects of a change from a cold to a warm season were aggravated by a difference of 
fourteen or fifteen degrees of southern latitude, From this cause, they were, in the space of two or three 
weeks, operated upon by an increase of temperature of at least fifty degrees. 

2. From the great fatigue and exposure, by day and night, of the officers and crews engaged in the 
boat service, and from the want of comfortable quarters for those who had encamped on the island. 

3. From irregular, and, frequently, intemperate habits. 

4. From being often deprived of fresh and wholesome provisions, 

5. From the continued annoyance of mosquitoes and sand-flies, which deprived the men of their 
accustomed rest. So insupportable, indeed, became these troublesome insects, that the men were fre- 
quently obliged to retire to the beach, where they walked the greater part of the night. Others, we 
have been informed by the officers of the station, would row off in boats some distance from the shore, 
and thus expose themselves cither to the heay y dews or drene hing rains peculiar to this climate. 

6. From being operated upon by the depressing passions arising from apprehension, awakened by 
the prevailing epide mic, and by the obvious want of comfort of those who were affected with disease. 

These fruitful sources of fever will abundantly account for their extent and fatality. Taking into 
consideration the great liability of persons from the higher latitudes, to disease, when even slightly 
exposed to hardships in the tropies, it ought not to be a subject of surprise that the severely arduous 
service In which our officers and crews have been engaged, have occasioned so many sacrifices of valu- 
able lives. 

The squadron under the command of Commodore Porter sailed from Nolfolk on the 14th of February, 
proceeded directly to the West Indies, as far south as St. Domingo, and then, returning north, took pos- 
session of this island on the 3d of April. 

The first cases of fever which presented themselves to the notice of Dr. Williamson, the surgeon of 
the station, were of a bilious character, and which readily yielded to the agency of medicines. 

On the 20th of April, a servant in the family of Mr. Symington, was attacked with yellow fever. 
With the exception of this case, bilious fever continued the prevalent disease until early in June, when 
it assumed, in many instances, a highly malignant form. This disease now commenced on board the 
store ship Decoy, which was rendered unhealthful by the impurity of her hold. A quantity of ballast was 
put aboard from this island, containing shell-fish and sea-weed, which, by the heat of a tropical climate, 
was thrown into a state of putrefactive fermentation. Two of the cases, however, which occurred on 
board this vessel, were contracted by imprudent exposure to a noon-day heat in the streets of Havana, 

About the latter end of July the yellow fever prevailed, with great malignancy, at all the establish- 
ments on the island. From the various causes already stated, the disease, in very many instances, neces- 
sarily proved fatal, 

The malignant fever continued epidemic until about the first of October, when its type again changed 
to an intermittent. 

We have been unable to ascertain the precise number of deaths, in consequence of the absence of 
the medical officers who had charge of the Allenton hospital. 

It appears from the report of Dr. Williamson, that there are fifty-nine persons now sick at the differ- 
ent hospitals on the island. We have visited these establishments, and have found the patients sinking 
under the influence of debility, despondeney, and the ravages of disease, Such of them as recover, com- 
monly relapse in the course of a day or two, after being restored to duty. As in relapses generally, 
each succeeding attack becomes more unmanageable. 

It appears, then, that they cannot be restored to perfect health in their present situation; and being, 
in this state, only a burden to the public service, we do, from motives of policy, as well as of humanity, 
respectfully recommend their immediate removal to a more northern station, 

We beg further to recommend, that the large brig, now in the harbor, and which has been already 
designated as a hospital, should be suitably fitte od up for the reception of those who may be here after 
attacked. By anchoring this vessel some distance to the windward of the island, the sick will inhale a 
pure atmosphere, will be protected in comfortable quarters, and, being without the reach of annoying 
insects, will enjoy such repose and tranquillity, as are essential to the successful treatment of their 
diseases. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
THO. HARRIS, M. D., 
B. WASHINGTON, M. D., 
RICH. K. HOFFMAN, M. D., 
Surgeons of the Navy. 
Com. Jonn Ropgers, President of the Board of Navy Commissioners 





Commodore Rodgers to the Secretary of the Navy. 
Wasurincton, November 24, 1823. 


: In my communication to you of the 10th instant, 1 informed you that although objections might 
be Racer to the climate of Thompson's Island, on account of the number of salt and “fresh water ponds, 
and the abundant growth of timber which it contains, yet, even in its present state, and admitting such 
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objections to be well founded, still they might be rendered harmless, or, at any rate, greatly diminished, 
by the introduction of artificial means. 

sy the official report of Surgeons Harris, Washington and Hoffman, now in your possession, you 
have been made acquainted with their opinions respecting the localities of the island, so far as regards 
the form of its surface, the nature of its soil, timber, and other particulars; in all which, they have given 
as minute a description as the most unremitting attention, considering the length of time they were there, 
and the means of information afforded them, would admit. 

These, together with the high reputation which those gentlemen sustain for science and professional 
skill, leave no doubt in my mind that their report upon the subject has been judicious, and such as the 
time and ciremustances under which they visited the island, would seein to point out as being the most 
safe and discreet; but, after all that has been said, it must be admitted, notwithstanding their unintermitting 
industry to find out the true causes of the disease, that they were, after considering the only facts pre- 
sented to their view, obliged to attribute it to a variety of causes, and, among the number, those which 
are known to be inseparable from the arduous nature of the service in which many of the officers and 
men were engaged, and the consequent exposure to which they were unavoidably subjected, 

This being the case, you will, sir, at once perceive that it must still remain doubtful, whether the air 
of the island contributed more, or even as much as other causes, in producing the disease; for which 
reason Lam led to remark, that it might be unsafe to condemn it as an unsuitable rendezvous for our vessels 
employed in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, until we shall have had, under different circumstances, 
more experience of its climate than we have yet had. 

As an auxiliary to an extensive and permanent southern naval depot, (perhaps at Pensacola,) such 
as a proper security for our commerce, and the permanent union of the States, seem to render indispen- 
sable, it will be found, Tam inclined to believe, that the island in question will soon become an object 
worthy the serious attention and consideration of the government. 

Nature has made it the advance post from which to watch and guard our commerce passing to and 
from the Mississippi, while, at the same time, its peculiar situation and the excellence of its harbor point 
it out as the most certain key to the commerce of the Havana, to that of the whole Gulf of Mexico, and to 
the returning trade of Jamaica; end T venture to predict that the first important naval contest in which 
this country shall be engaged will be in the neighborhood of this very island. 

Without further remark on this interesting subject, permit me, sir, to observe that, whatever objec- 
tions may be made to the island as a rendezvous, in its present unimproved and uncultivated state, even 
these may be rendered harmless, or at least measurably unimportant, by substituting the following 
description of force for that now employed in the protection of our commerce in the West Indies and Gulf 
of Mexico: 

The Independence 74, depriving her of her lower deck guns, and giving her a crew of four hundred 
and fifty seamen, ordinary seamen, boys, and marines, with an extra Complement of Commission oflicers, 
and double the usual number of midshipmen; the sloops-of-war John Adams, Hornet, and such other vessel 
of that class as can, from time to time, be spared from other service; the brig Spark, and schooners 
Grampus, Porpoise, and Wild Cat, and five or six barges, such as are now at Thompson’s Island, for 
occasional service. 

The vessels particularly purchased for the suppression of piracy have done all that could reasonably 
have been expected towards its suppression; indeed, they have searched every nook and corner on the 
whole coast of Cuba from which a pirate might be expected to issue; and, besides capturing and destroy- 
ing all that could be identified as being of this character, they have made impressions not to be erased 
from the minds of such monsters, so long as we keep a respectable force in their neighborhood in readi- 
ness to chastise those whose temerity might induce them to renew their depredations, and which, in the 
present state of things, notwithstanding the scourging they have received, would be the case in the 
absence of sucha force as I have described, 

On the adoption of the before-mentioned force, the other vessels purchased for the suppression of 
piracy might be sold; a circumstance very much to be desired, as their longer employment would be found 
not only useless, and dangerous to the health and comfort of those employed in them, but subversive of 
that discipline by which our navy acquired its character, and for which, at one time, it may be said to 
have stood unrivaled by any other. 

IT have the honor to be, with great consideration and respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JOUN RODGERS. 


To the Hon, Saws L, Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





Report of the Secretary of the Navy. 


Navy Department, December 1, 1823. 
The President of the United States: 

Sir: In obedience to the request contained in your letter of the 10th ultimo, I submit, respectfully, 
the following statement of the administration of this Depertment, during the present year, comprehending 
the number of vessels commissioned; the number in ordinary, fit for service, or requiring repairs; the 
progress made in building vessels; with the disbursements of the Department, and the service in which 
the vessels have been employed; with such observations on the whole subject as are deemed proper. 

Letter 1, from the Commissioners of the Navy, with papers A, B, C, D, and E, which accompany it, 
exhibit: 

1. The vessels-of-war in commission, with the service in which they are employed. See A. 

2. The vessels in ordinary, on the Atlantic board and on the lakes, with the state of repairs of each 
vessel.—B and C, 

3. The progress made in building, under the law “ to increase the navy of the United States.”—D. 
By this it appears that four ships of the line have heretofore been built, and that five ships of the line and 
five frigates of the first class are now building; some of which might be launched in thirty days; and all, 
except one, in one hundred and twenty days. 











——E——— 





1825.] PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL. 179 


4. A general view of the improvements of the several building yards. In some of the yards additional 
improvements are how necessary for their comfortable and economical administration. 

5. The disbursements of the Department during the three first quarters of the present year, up to the 
30th September. (2.) The disbursements of the year 1822 appear by the ieport made to Congress in the 
month of February last. It appears that $1,984,520.74 have been drawn from the treasury between the 
Ist January and 30th September, leaving on the latter day $2,218,168.66 unexpended of the amount 
applicable to the service of the year, Of this unexpended balance, a large proportion will be used during 
the remaining quarter; and a minute statement of the whole will be furnished to Congress in the annual 
report required from this Department. 

On paper A, it is to be remarked, that the frigate Constitution, sloop-of-war Ontario, and schooner 
Nonsuch, are in the Mediterranean, under the command of Captain Jones. No change in the amount of 
force, in that sea, has been made within the year, It has been found competent to all the purposes for 
which it is maintained. Our commerce there has been amply protected; the officers and seamen have 
enjoyed good health, and no circumstance has occurred worthy of particular notice. While our relations 
with other powers continue fricndly, any large augmentation of that portion of our naval force will not 
be necessary. In the coming year it is not proposed materially to increase or diminish it. The Cyane 
and Erie will, in a short time, relieve the Constitution and Ontario, that they may return home, discharge 
their crews, whose term of service will soon expire, refit, and resume their station. For this purpose the 
Krie, Captain Deacon, sailed from New York on the 8th November, and the Cyane, Captain Creighton, 
will sail in a few days. 

On the same paper, A, it is to be further remarked, that the Franklin, ship of the line, and the 
schooner Dolphin, of 12 guns, are still in the Pacific ocean, where they have remained for more than two 
years, under the command of Captain Stewart. By the presence of this force on the coasts of Chili and 
Peru, depredations on our growing commerce have been, in a great degree, prevented, and respect for 
our interests and flag secured. 

Capt. Stewart will return to the United States in the course of this winter, or early in the ensuing 
spring; and, in the place of the Franklin, it is proposed to substitute the frigate United States, and the 
Peacock, sloop-of-war, of 18 guns. Such a division of the force, it is believed, will more extensively 
protect the flag and commerce of the United States, and permit the commanding officer, with the larger 
vessel, to be absent from the usual cruising grounds for a short time, should circumstances render such 
absence necessary. Captain Hull will sail, in a few days, from Norfolk, in comand of these vessels, 

The Cyane, Captain Spence, and the Shark, commanded by Licut. M. C. Perry, have, for short 
periods, cruised upon the coast of Africa, to carry into effect the intentions of the government, in the 
suppression of the slave trade, and the protection of the agency for liberated Africans, established at 
Cape Messurado. 

While Captain Spencer was at Sierra Leone and the Cape, he fitted out the Augusta, a small schooner, 
which was found on the coast, deserted and dismantled, and placed under the command of Lieut Dashiell, 
to cruise in the neighborhood of the Cape, with the conviction that its presence was at that time essential 
to the protection of the agency, and might be useful in preventing the traffic in slaves. It still remains 
upon that coast. 

During the time that Captain Spence and Lieutenant Perry were cruising, they neither saw nor 
heard of any vessel, under the American flag, engaged in the slave trade. If citizens of the United 
States are still employed in that traffic, they seem to have been driven to conceal themselves under the 
flags of other nations. 

The agency at Cape Messurado, for receiving recaptured and liberated Africans, enjoyed favorable 
prospects, until late last fall, when it was assailed by a large body of the natives, and in danger of being 
entirely destroyed, Some of the liberated Africans were killed in the contest. The extracts of letters 
from Captain Spence, Lieutenant Perry, and Messrs. Ashmun and Ayres, will show the manner in which 
they were able to defend themselves, with the aid of a midshipman and several men belonging to a 
British vessel of war, then in the neighborhood, The establishment having passed through this trial, 
now promises to accomplish all the benefits anticipated from it. In order to afford it the necessary pro- 
tection, and continue our exertions to repress the slave trade, it is proposed, as the most efficient and 
economical arrangement, that the commander of the West India squadron shall, from time to time, detach 
one or more of the vessels belonging to his command, to cruise along the African coast, occasionally 
touching at Cape Messurado, and ministering to the wants of the peopie there; and following, in their 
return, the usual track of the slave ships. 

Eleven Africans, none of whom could speak the English language, were, some months ago, brought 
by a Capt. Chase, as mariners, into the port of Baltimore, and were there taken into the possession of the 
oflicers of the government, and an investigation instituted into the supposed violation of our laws in 
introducing them. By means of an interpreter, who understood the languages of all, except one or two 
of them, it was subsequently discovered, that they belonged to tribes in the neighborhood of Messurado, 
and that some of them were of the head men of their tribes. It was therefore belicved that their restora- 
tion by this government would produce a salutary effect; and an inquiry was directed to be made through 
the interpreter, whether they were willing to return to Africa. Such being found to be their wish, they 
were, in the early part of October, sent to our agent at Messurado, with directions to permit their return 
to their several homes, by the best and most expeditious means. 

So far as the Department is yet apprised of the expenditures for the agency during the present year, 


they have amounted to $7,287.48 cents. 

On the western side of the Atlantle ocean, and in the Gulf of Mexico, the operations of our naval 
force have been more active. Several vessels were in commission there, at the close of the last year. 
To these were added, under the authority of the law passed at the last session of Congress, ‘ authorizing 
an additional naval force for the suppression of piracy,” the steam galliot Sea Gull; eight small schooners, 
the Grayhound, Jackall, Fox, Wild Cat, Beagle, Ferret, Weasel, and Terrier; five barges, the Musquito, 
Gnat, Midge, Sandily, and Gallinipper; and one transport ship, the Decoy. 

Capt. David Porter was appointed to the command of the squadron, and sailed from Norfolk about 
the 10th of February last. Tlis station was at Thompson’s Island, from which he dispatched his vessels, 
in such way as he judged best suited to attain his objects. The annexed extracts from his letters and 
reports exhibit the results. 

The size of most of the vessels, the nature of the duties, and the exposure of the officers and men, called 
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for a display of perseverance and fortitude seldom required of those engaged in our service; but the call 
was well answered. Everything was accomplished which was anticipated from the expedition. Piracy, 
as a system, lias been repressed in the neigborhood of the Island of Cuba, and now requires only to be 
watehed by a proper force to be prevented from afflicting commerce any further in that quarter. The 
public authorities of the Island of Cuba manifested a friendly disposition towards the squadron, and 
rendered much assistance in the pursuit of its objects. 

On the 5th March, as Lieutenant Cocke, in obedience to the orders of Captain Porter, was entering 
the harbor of St. Johns, Porto Rico, in the schooner Fox, he was killed by a shot from the castle. 
Extracts from the correspondence between Captain Porter and the governor of the island, are annexed. 

The squadron was healthy and prosperous until about the middle of August, when a malignant 
fever broke out at the station, and destroyed many valuable lives. The first reports of this calamity 
were brought to the Department on the 17th September. At the time they left the island, Captain Porter 
and most of the medical officers were sick, and there was great cause to fear that the squadron would 
be deprived of its commanding: officer, and of the medical assistance necessary to its safety. Under 
these circumstances it was considered expedient to send to the station an officer of rank and experience, 
with a sufficient number of surgeons, to furnish, in any event, the aid necessary for the safety and 
proper conduct of the squadron, with power to remove it, should that be found necessary, Captain 
Rodgers cheerfully consented to encounter the hazard and responsibility attendant on such an expedition, 
He sailed from New York as soon as such a vessel could be prepared for the purpose; but, before his 
arrival, Captain Porter had become convalescent, and, with the greater part of the squadron, had returned 
to the United States. The report of these officers will fully explain their views of the causes of the 
disease, and the means by which a recurrence of it may be prevented, 

It is believed that the Florida station is incalculably important to some of the best interests of this 
Union; and that it ought not to be deserted until every expedient has failed to render it a secure and 
healthy position for our vessels. [ feel great confidence in the opinion that it may be made such, with- 
ont encountering great hazard of the evils we have heretofore suffered. 

For the protection of commerce, and the suppression of piracy in the western Atlantic and Gulf of 
Mexico, it is proposed, in the ensuing year, to continue Thompson’s Island as the station for the vessels 
employed in those objects; to place there a ship of the line, armed and manned as a frigate, for which 
purpose the Independence is well fitted; and to attach to the command the John Adams and Hornet, and 
one other sloop-of-war, with four of the larger schooners, the Grampus, Porpoise, Shark, and Spark, 
one of the smaller schooners, and the barges. This force is competent to protect all our interests. The 
ship of the line, placed in a proper position, will afford comfortable accommodations to those who are 
obliged to remain at the station, and prevent the necessity of intercourse with the island, when danger 
is suspected. The cruises of the other vessels, except those which visit the coast of Africa, may be 
limited to four, five, or six weeks, and, on their return, their crews may be exchanged for others, who, 
during that time, have been stationary. By these means, and a proper attention to cleanliness, both in 
the men and the vessels, and avoiding: intercourse with places known to be sickly, the health of all will 
probably be preserved. For the proper execution of such a system, full reliance may be placed in our 
officers. The island itself, by clearing, draining, and cultivating, will, after a time, probably become 
more healthful. 

It will be perceived that this distribution of force includes only one of the small schooners. They 
were admirably calculated for the end for which they were purchased, and have effected it. But piracy 
being for the present repressed, and requiring such a foree only as will prevent its revival, they are no 
longer necessary; and, being both very expensive and utterly subversive of all discipline, it is respect- 
fully recommended that they be sold, retaining one for the present season; after which it may be sold. 
The Porpoise and a small schooner have been employed under the command of Lieutenant Ramage, in 
the survey of a part of the Florida coast. It is proposed that those vessels be placed under the control 
of the commanding officer of the Florida station; and, if it be found proper to continue the survey, that 
the instructions for that purpose be given to that officer, 

Many of the officers having died during the present year, it is thought proper to annex a list of the 
times and places of their deaths. 

No observations on the organization and discipline of the navy seein to be required. That subject 
has heretofore been presented for consideration. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 


SAME L. SOUTILARD. 





The Secretary of the Navy lo the President of the United States. 
Navy Devarrvent, December 1, 1824. 

Sim: [I have the honor to present to you the following repert, exhibiting the administration of this 
Department during the present year. 

There are now in Commission for the sea service, the vessels named in paper A, subjoined to this 
report. 
Nothing, worthy of particular observation, has occurred with our squadron in the Mediterranean. 

It has been maintained at the extent which was proposed in the report of last year, and has afforded 
the necessary protection to our commerce there. The unfriendly relations, however, which exist between 
Algiers and some of the governments of Europe, and the effects not unlikely to be felt, upon our political 
and commercial interests in that quarter, with other important considerations, have been supposed to 
render it expedient to augment our force. With this view, the North Carolina has been prepared, and 
will sail in a few days. The squadron will then consist of the ship of the line North Carolina, frigate 
Constitution, corvette Cyane, the sloops-of-war Erie and Ontario, and schooner Nonsuch; and will be 
under the command of Commodore Rodgers, who has been, for several vears past, the president of the 
doard of Navy Commissioncrs, and whose high qualifications are so well known and justly estimated by 
the nation. 

Our naval force in the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, has continued under the command of Commodore 
Porter. By directions of the Department, he has, from time to time, dispatched one of the vessels of his 
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squadron te the coast of Africa, to touch at Cape Messurado, minister to the wants of the agency there, 
and return by the usual track of the slave ships. None of these, or any other of our public ships have 
found vessels engaged in the slave trade, under the flag of the United States, and in such circumstances 
as to justify their being seized and sent in for adjudication, And, although it is known that the trade 
still exists, to a most lamentable extent, vet, as it is seldom, if ever, carried on under our own flag, it is 
impossible, with the existing regulations and instructions, to afford very efficient aid in exterminating it. 
That object can only be accomplished by the combined effort of the maritime nations, each yielding to 
the others the facilities necessary to detect the traffic under its own flag.- The agency for recaptured 
Africans has been maintained, in the same manner as in the last year. The eleven negroes which were 
taken from Captain Chase, at Baltimore, and sent to the agency, were restored to their homes, under cir- 
cumstances very gratifying to humanity, and calculated to produce a good effect upon their several tribes. 
The near relations of some of them were on the shore when they arrived, manifested much sensibility at 
their unexpected return, and furnished safe means of restoring them to their families. 

The agent, Dr. Ayres, was compelled, by enfeebled health, to return to the United States, and left 
Mr. Ashmun as acting agent. He likewise was obliged, by the same cause, to be absent for a time; 
inconveniences necessarily resulted, and it was thought expedient to send the Rey. Mr. Gurley to examine 
into the situation of the agency, with directions to make certain arrangements, should circumstances 
require them. His report, marked B, with other papers, will be annexed, should his health enable him to 
make it in time, and will show the condition and prospects of the agency. The principal difficulties 
which have been encountered there, have arisen from the want of a fit position and suitable accommoda- 
tions for the agent, and the recaptured Africans, on their arrival on the coast. These difficulties have 
been, ina great degree, overcome, and will, with the expense, be regularly diminished, as the establish- 
ment made by the Colonization Society increases, and is rendered more permanent and well regulated, 
furnishing facilities for all the objects, for which the agency was created. The expenditures during the 
year, so far as they are yet known, of the appropriation for the prohibition of the slave trade, has 
amounted to $15,326.02, and there remains, of that fund, a balance of $47,391.39. 

The manner in which the force assigned to the protection of our commerce, and the suppression of 
piracy, in the West Indies, has been employed, will be seen by the annexed letters and reports of Com- 
modore Porter, marked C. The activity, zeal, and enterprise of our officers, have continued to command 
approbation. All the vessels have been kept uniformly and busily employed, where the danger was 
believed to be the greatest, except for short periods, when the commander supposed it necessary that 
they should return to the United States, to receive provisions, repairs, and men, and for other objects 
essential to their health, comfort, and efficiency. No complaints have reached this Department, of injury 
from privateers of Porto Rico, or other Spanish possessions, nor have our cruisers found any violating 
our rights. A few small piratical vessels, and some boats, have been taken, and establishments broken 
up, and much salutary protection afforded to our commerce. The force employed, however, has been too 
small, constantly to watch every part of a coast, so extensive as that of the islands and the shores of the 
Gulf of Mexico, and some piratical depredations have therefore been committed; but they are of a char- 
acter, though, perhaps, not less bloody and fatal to the sufferers, yet differing widely from those which 
first excited the sympathy of the public, and the exertions of the government. There are few, if any, 
piratical vessels of a large size in the neighborhood of Cuba, and none are now seen at a distance from 
the land; but the pirates conceal themselves, with their boats, in small creeks, bays, and inlets, and find- 
ing vessels becalmed, or in a defenceless situation, assail and destroy them. When discovered, they 
readily and safely retreat into the country, where our forces cannot follow, and by the plunder which 
they have obtained, and which they sell at prices low and tempting to the population, and by the appre- 
hensions which they are able to create in those who would otherwise give information, they remain 
secure, and mingle, at pleasure, in the business of the towns, and transactions of society, and acquire all 
the information necessary to accomplish their purposes. Against such a system, no naval force, within 
the control of this Department, can afford complete security, unless aided by the cordial, unwavering and 
encrectic co-operation of the local governments; a co-operation which would render their lurking places 
on land unsafe, and make punishment the certain consequence of detection. Unless this co-operation 
be obtained, additional means ought to be entrusted to the Executive, to be used in such manner as 
experience may dictate. 

The health of the squadron, and of Thompson’s Island, has been much better than during the last 
season; yet many of our officers, and among them Commodore Porter, have suffered severely from disease, 
and several have died; most of the latter have fallen victims to the necessity, real or imagined, of visiting 
unhealthy places upon shore, which they were warned as much as possible to avoid, and which a sense 
of duty, no doubt, induced them to visit. A list of those who have died during the year, on that and 
other stations, will be annexed, marked D. 

Some improvements have been made, and others are proposed, at Thompson’s Island, by cutting the 
timber, clearing and draining the ground, and building store houses, and, if the means are afforded, it is 
confidently believed, that it will be made both comparatively comfortable and healthy, before the next 
summer and fall. A balance of $26,784.69 still remains of the appropriation of December, 1822, 
“authorizing an additional naval force for the suppression of piracy,” but claims exist against it, to a 
large amount, which have not yet been presented. 

Two of the small schooners, the Grayhound and the Jackall, purchased under the authority of that 
act, have been found ‘so much out of repair, that it was not for the interest of the United States to repair 
them,” and were disposed of; and one other, the Wild Cat, it is feared, is lost, with her officers and crew, 
in a passage from Ifavana to Key West. 

The force on that station has been in this way somewhat reduced, and it has been considered expe- 
dient to augment it, by the addition of the frigate Constellation, which will be ready to join it, aS soon as 
men can be enlisted for the purpose. One of the sloops-of-war, now in the Mediterranean, will, probably, 
be ordered there in the spring, should circumstances permit. 

The surveys directed by the act, entitled “An act authorizing an examination and survey of the 
harbor of Charleston, in South Carolina, of St. Mary’s, in Georgia, and of the coast of Florida, and for 
other purposes,” have not yet been completed. 

Competent naval officers, have been ordered upon the service. Tt was thought useful to unite with 
them, in a part of the examinations, one or more of the corps of engineers, which could not be effected. 

On application to the War Department, it was found that all the officers of that corps were so 
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engaged, as to prevent the Seeretary from detailing even one for this service. It is hoped, however, that 
such information has, in the meantime, been procured, respecting the places named, except St. Mary’s, 
as will accomplish the purpose for which the law was passed, should Congress act upon the subject at 
this session. Should it be proposed, however, to fix upon a site for a naval depot in the Gulf of Mexico, 
I would respectfully suggest the propriety of entrusting the selection and purchase to the Department, 
after further and satisfactory surveys shall have been made, 

Commodore Stewart, in the Franklin, arrived at New York in the month of August, having left 
Commodore Hull, with the frigate United States, the sloop-of-war Peacock, and the schooner Dolphin, in 
the Pacific. It is hoped that this force will be able to prevent depredations on our important commerce 
in that sea, and secure respect for our flag. Our commerce, however, has increased so rapidly there, and 
is scattered over so large a space, that an addition of one or more vessels would be made, if they were 
within the control of the Department. _ 

This addition will become indispensable, should the government be disposed to make permanent 
provisions for the protection of our commerce, and other interests in the neighborhood of Columbia river, 
and on the northwest coast. Constant experience shows the importance of such augmentation of the 
number of our vessels, as will enable the government to add to the force both in the Atlantic and Pacific, 
Inconveniences are felt, and losses are sustained, by our citizens in both oceans, which might be 
prevented, were the means for their protection enlarged. 

In the course of the year, several regulations have been adopted to promote efficiency and economy 
in the medical and other departments of the service, and some good is anticipated from them. It is 
impossible, however, to do all which is desired, without the aid of Congress, Several laws seem neces- 
sary to render the establishment economical and efficient. Among them are those which were under 
consideration at the last session, for building ten sloops-of-war, and reorganizing: the navy. To these 
ought to be added a revision of the law for the better government of the navy, and the system of courts- 
But especially some provision should be made for the education and instruction of the younger 
officers. We have now the light of experience on this point in the army, and its salutary effects are very 
manifest. Instruction is not less necessary to the navy than to the army. [refer to the views taken of 
some of these subjects in the reports made during the last session, and it will be my duty to develop 
them more fully in answer to a resolution of the Senate now before me. 

The expenditures of the year are submitted in a report from the Second Comptroller, marked F, and 
the estimates for the next year is one from the Commissioners of the Navy, marked G, In the latter, it 
will be found that estimates have been made of the expense of certain necessary improvements at 
Thompson’s Island, and for the repairs of four of our frigates, which policy and economy require to be 
placed in such a situation, that their services can be commanded whenever they shall be necessary. 

We have, at present, no frigate which could be sent to sea, without large repairs, creating a delay 
which, under certain circumstances, might be injurious to the public interests. 

The general estimate comprehends the several heads of expenditure, in the form supposed to be best 
fitted for keeping the accounts, with plainness and accuracy, most easily explained, best adapted to a 
rigid investigation of the expenses of the naval service, and, as far as practicable, conformed to the views 
of the House of Representatives at the last session, as understood at the Department. It is accompanied 
by explanatory statements of the several items, in great detail, exhibiting the propricty of the estimate, 
and the necessity of the appropriation. 

The estimates for the marine corps, with the explanatory statements, are added and marked H. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


SAMWL L. SOUTITARD. 
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Vessels of the United States navy in commission—1825. 





Names. | Rate. | No. of guns. | Station. 
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Nasri GNKOINRs ces h ase bess osuensssos =e] FOHID OL UO LIND «ccss50\4 06s esoe nee esa 74 Mediterranean. 
FaRREMISEIRIE ECoG GED beech need bubs oe so eeee |l EPRER 65550555505 nssb hue doee seen ees 44 | Mediterranean. 

United States. coccsececcccscccccccscccccee| FLIZate cocccccecccccccsccccccccccce cece 44 | Pacific. 
GonstellAthON, oon s00% 000 0csncecviccesctes| EWIGALC 20.05 ,004 0:00.00 6000 060000000000 000% 36 | West India sea. 
Mi A MEENR EE CES EL n we eh bs seca cewsncbs | MODINDUIOD cusses wicsaesueboues ee esusee ans 24 | West India sea. 
Cyane. cocceecccccccecccescccecescscccces| COPVCLtC seceeesscceccccscencsvecsesenes 24 Mediterranean. 
ETie 2000 c000 cccscccccccs ccce ccc cecccese! DIOOP cccccsccescccccece cccccccscccecess 18 | Mediterranean. 
ONEATIO « 2000 00000000 00000000 00000008 0000) MOOP cece cosccssccecccccccscccesccecece 18 | Mediterranean. 
FIGURE GE Ree sue ss kes heb esse abe 6008 4566, 41, LUD 0005004004 0sslonesienes beau eenes eee 18 | West India sea. 

PEAPOCKS cose ueesbues bene -9bebseh hobo Hen> | TODD bee0issesc’ woes ce eukw sees neueeee es 18 Pacific. 
Spark .cccccccccscccscccccceccsccescccsce! Bigs cccecsce cece cccccs cece ccsssseveces 12 | West India sea. 
POLPOIBC. 00.00.0000 000000000000.000000000000| SCHOONET. 00000000ccce sees ccsecceecccces 12 | West India sea. 
GLAMPUS o-ccceseccceccsescccccsccccecces| SCHOONEE. cosevccccccccccrcccsccccvcvees 12 | West India sea. 
STIPE EES EE ET cou beus ab osan bance teckel MONDODErskscckeyesues Soemeseeeeeewecses] 12 | West India sea. 

DOU. 2000 n50 5 5050101000 s000 000500400050] SCHOONET. 0060 o000se0's.00 00 c00es00eccnses| 12 | Pacific. 
NAMIE eGG uss e Seed bor subnessesusnseekel POON iieerasiasccdiad covederesvecse| 12 | Mediterranean. 
Decoy. sss ecessecsceseeesecnseeescencees| Store ibcsccncecesenncmncectasswaxsnns| 6 | Wage Rita oan, 
BEAMSEMILC CCE EE Ea bean obcebheeanbonase span] MIIPS kscoes omissnwinsaioessiseasineb wince | 3 | West India sea. 
RN ey cs cu iokudakadine’ DOOR Es bs os seb aces neue dees desbueeeee 3 | West India sea. 
NE cncpabihebasnininessevscnésinesess! SEROUMEN\ sess ssn audeeenbieessbacessabaet 3 | West India sea. 
WEREE cos soe bbb b nese asso Soe ss sees boy oa 6) TOORODMEE + 24600000 0000.0 0s00 be eu0 snes 04 3 West India sea. 
PUR cc eee bcae bbe s bebe uboe bess obs sae oonees] OROODEDs 40554050 s2seh es cede bases een ene 3 West India sea. 
teeeere| 3 | West India sea. 
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C. 


Copy of a letter addressed to the honorable Benjamin W. Crowninshield, chairman of the Naval Committee 
in the House of Representatives. 


Navy Department, December 21, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th inst., making certain 
inquiries respecting the suppression of piracy, to which I submit the following answer: 

The nature and extent of the foree required, must necessarily be regulated by the nature and extent 
of the evil to be repressed. The views of the Department, on this latter point, are contained in the annual 
report made to the President of the United States, and communicated by him to Congress, with his mes- 
sage, and to which I beg leave to refer you, “ 

There have lately been very few, if any, vessels of a large size, engaged in piratical depredations, 
at a distance from the land. The naval force which has been employed, and which is stated in the report 
referred to, has succeeded in driving away, or destroying, vessels of that description, and has thus effected 
the immediate object for which it was created. But the evil has assumed another shape, for which this 
force does not seem to be well fitted. Our vessels, even the smallest, cannot follow the pirates into many 
of the creeks and inlets to which they resort; this must always be done in boats, which cannot be carried 
by them in sufficient numbers to be effectual; nor can the greater part of them, on account of their size, 
and the want of accommodations for water and stores, remain long at sea, so as permanently and effectu- 
ally to watch even the most suspected places. 

I would, therefore, respectfully recommend three or more frigates, or sloops-of-war, as an addition to 
the force now in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, or as a substitute for the small vessels. The sloops 
would be as competent to the object as the frigates, and would be much less expensive. We cannot, 
however, detach that, or even a less number, from the stations where they now are, without weakening 
our squadrons too much. 

It will be necessary to build them, which can be done in less time, and at less expense, than would 
require to repair and fit for sea the same number of frigates. Two, or perhaps three, might be finished 
in four or five months. These vessels would be able to lie or cruise steadily, and for long periods, where 
their presence was most needed; and, being well provided with boats, could pursue into any waters where 
escape was attempted. 

In addition to this provision, our officers should be authorized to pursue the pirates wherever they 
may fly. The authority which has heretofore been given on this point, will be seen by the extracts from 
the orders to Com. Porter, hereunto annexed, and marked A. The right to follow should be extended to 
the settled as well as the unsettled parts of the islands: and, should this prove ineffectual, a resort will 
be necessary to such a general and rigorous blockade, as will make both the local governments and their 
subjects feel that their interest, as well as their honor, requires a respect for our rights, and the rights of 
humanity. For such an extremity, the proposed sloops-of-war will be indispensable. What warnings 
should be given, or demands made upon Spain, or what negotiations had with other governments, before 
this course be adopted, it is not my province to suggest. But, as these pirates are, essentially, robbers, 
living upon the land, and not upon the ocean, if the local governments cannot, or will not, prevent them 
from inflicting such serious injuries upon us, we must seck them where they are to be found, and so pun- 
ish them, as to prevent a repetition of their crimes. 

Should the foregoing suggestions be adopted, a law would be necessary, authorizing the building of 
the sloops-of-war, with an appropriation of $85,000 for the cost of each, and $61,086.50 for the annual 
support of each, Or the sums mentioned may be added to the estimates for the support of the navy; the 
amount for building, under the head of building and repairs of vessels; and the other under those of 


Pay and subsistence 0... .cscsccsccccccccccsccvsecccssccccesccccccesccescecsccocce $81,301 50 
Re ee eee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee TTT ee eT ee eee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee 
Repairs, including wear and tear ......e.60..- cecececccescccccescesecerecseeccsene 12,000 00 
Hospital stores and Medicine ....ccccercccecccrcccceccuceceeeesssereveesesseeesens 2,000 00 





$61,086 50 











In answer to your inquiry on the subject, I would suggest that it is not believed to be proper to 

designate, in any act of Congress, the disposition of the force; the only effect of which would be to 
apprise the pirates more fully of the mode and place of attack, and thus enable them more surely to 
escape. 
It is proper to remark, that any naval force which we can apply to this object, will not be sufficiently 
extensive to cover, at all times, every part of the shores of the islands and Gulf of Mexico; and that 
some merchant vessels may, and probably will be caught, without other protection than that which their 
own strength affords. Hence, the suggestion of arming them is very obvious, and has been frequently 
made. The evils to be apprehended from it, however, are equally obvious. No sufficient pledge can be 
given, that some of them, if armed, and feeling their power, would not abuse it; and, in the present 
situation of the West Indies, and countries south of us, endanger our friendly relations, and commit acts 
almost as much to be deprecated, as those against which we are attempting to guard. The natural state 
of merchant vessels is the peaceful and unarmed state; and although permission to arm might, in this 
instance, free them from some of the evils to which they would be exposed without such authority, yet it 
is believed that few, whose only object is fair commerce, would avail themselves of the legal privilege. 
The expense and inconvenience of arming is great, and would be illy borne by a large part of the com- 
merce now carried on, in that quarter, in American vessels. The danger does not seem to be considered 
so urgent as to compel them to do it. Convoy has been often declined, rather than submit to slight 
delays, or changes in the course of the vessel; and it is understood, that insurance is unusually low, and 
that the offices add little, if anything, on account of this risk. It may be effected to the West Indies, at 
one per cent. on the outward, and one on the homeward voyage; and, in some instances, at one and a half, 
embracing both, which is below the actual expense of arming. 

It has been sometimes proposed that the expense should be met by the government, and protection 
afforded, by placing on board each vessel a number of marines, or soldiers; but this plan will at once be 
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perceived to be impracticable, when the number of our merchant vessels is considered, with the different 
routes which they pursue, and the times at which they sail. The remedy must be extremely partial, or 
the expense enormous, — The whole marine corps would, probably, not equal one-fifth of what would be 
required for a sufficient and equal distribution among all, 

It has also been proposed to furnish convoy at stated periods. This could be done at periods of 
fifteen or twenty days, from some position om our coast, to some point which is considered beyond the 
daneer. But to this there are, also, obvious objections. It would employ all our force in the Atlantic 
and prevent attention to other objects; an evil of too serious a magnitude to be encountered — It would 
be impossible to extend the convoy throughout the whole cruise; and stopping at a given point, the pirates 
would immediately transfer and renew their attacks beyond that point, where the vessels would, in that 
case, be more unprotected than they now are. It would also destroy competition of enterprise among 
our merchants, and confine them all to thg same time and course of navigation, an evil which they well 
know how to estimate. They would not accept your protection at such a price. 

o not, then, pereecive, in any of the suggestions which have been presented to my mind, so cheap 
( nh ’ } ’ he Fo we) i zs . ’ ’ 
efficient, and certain a remedy for the evil, as that which I have preferred; and, if it be adopted, we shall, 
after the proposed vessels are prepared, be enabled to dispose of the small schooners now employed in 
the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico; a force which has been found exceedingly expensive, and injurious 

to the discipline and efficiency of the service. 

‘ very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 
1] am, | y, sir, } : 


D. 


Extracts of a letter to the honorable James Lloyd, chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, of the Senate, 
dated December 29, 1824. 


“T have the honor to state, that there are no ‘cases of practical depredations, or other information 
on the subject,’ in the possession of the Departinent, which are not referred to in the report accompanying 
the President’s message to Congress.” 

“No reports of cases have been reccived, except those made by naval officers, of such as have come, 
in some way, under their own observation. No memorandum has been kept of the cases detailed in the 
public journals, but some of them have, occasionally, been enclosed to the commanding officer of the 
station, to afford him information in the discharge of his duties.” 

“The ‘additional means alluded’ to, as proper to be entrusted to the Executive, if an efficient 
co-operation of the local governments could not be obtained, were, three or four frigates or sloops-of-war, 
with boats for pursuit of the pirates; authority to pursue them, wherever they might attempt to escape, 
aud authority to enforce a rigorous blockade, if other efforts should prove ineffectual.” 

“Thave not supposed that it would be expedient to authorize, by law, our merchant vessels to arm. 
Should Congress entertain a different opinion on this poimt, and pass a law on the subject, it) should 
embrace ‘provisions and restrictions’ similar to those contained in the 3d and 4th sections of the ‘Act 
to authorize the defence of the merchant yessels of the United States against French depredations, 
passed 25th June, 1798,’ ” 


Report of the Committee on Foreign Relations, of the Senate, on so much of the President's message as relates 
fu piracy. January 10, 1825. 


The Committee on Foreign Relations submit a report on so much of the President’s message as 
relates to piracies: 

That our commerce, for years, has been harassed, and the lives of our citizens destroyed by pirates 
issuing from the colonies of Spain, in the West Indies, is a fact derived not only from the message of 
the President, but is of universal notoriety. These outrages have been so long and so often repeated, 
and marked with such atrocious circumstances, that a detail of the particular cases would be as imprac- 
ticable as unnecessary, Our government, with a view to protect our citizens, has resorted to the means 
within their power, by stationing a naval force near the places where the pirates resort—a measure also 
pursued by other powers, Every effort, heretofore, has been unavailing, to put an end to these atrocities. 
These desperadoes, acquiring confidence from impunity, becoming more ferocious from habit, and multi- 
plying by recruits from the most abandoned of other nations, threaten the most disastrous mischiefs, 
justly alarming to that highly valuable and most respectable portion of our fellow citizens whose pursuits 
are on the high seas. It is manifest, as well from facts derived from other sources as from the message 
of the President, that a continuance of this evil is ascribable to the asylum afforded the banditti in the 
colonies of Spain. The government of the United States, cherishing the most amicable disposition 
towards Spain, has presented the subject, with great earnestness, to the Spanish government, demanding 
reparation for the past and security for the future. To these reiterated remonstrances, no answer was 
returned till very recently, and to this day, all that has been obtained is a promise of a satisfactory 
answer to the applications of the Government of the United States; although Spain has been solemnly 
warned that, if she did not promptly acquit herself of her obligations to us on this subject, our govern- 
ment would be constrained, from the nature of the outrages, to become its own avenger, and, availing 
itself of its own resources, protect the Commerce and lives of the American citizens from destruction, 
In the same spirit of conciliation, an appeal has been made to the local authorities, accompanied with a 
request, that if, from weakness, they were unable to exterminate the hordes of banditti who took shelter 
from pursuit within their territorics, that permission might be given to our forces to pursue them on land. 

This has been denied, on the vain punctilio of national dignity. The posture in which Spain now 
stands, is that of connivance in these injuries, or incapacity to prevent them. ‘A sovereign who refuses 
to cause reparation to be made of the damages caused by his subject, or to panish the guilty, or, in 
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short, to deliver him up, renders himself an accomplice in the injury, and becomes responsible for it.” 
If the committee were of opinion that the refusal, on the part of Spain, was willful, and not the result of 
inability, they would, with a full view of all the consequences which the measure involves, at once 
recommend an appeal to the last resort of nations against Spain, and all her dependencies. But, believ- 
ine, as they do, that courtesy requires that her refusal to do justice should be placed on the ground of 
inability—an inability resulting from causes which the committee intentionally forbear to enumerate, they 
content themselves with recommending only such measures as are believed to be indispensable effectually 
to reach the mischief, And hence they beg leave to present a bill with suitable provisions for the end 
designed, 





Report from the Navy Department. 


Navy Department, January 12, 1825. 

The Secretary of the Navy has the honor to present the following report, in answer to two resolu- 
tions of the Senate of the United States on the subject of piracies; one of which was passed on the 21st 
of December, 1824, and the other on the 23d of the same month: 

Immediately after the passage of the law of the 20th of December, 1822, ‘authorizing an additional 
naval force for the suppression of piracy,’’ the vessels contemplated in that act were purchased and pre- 
pared for sea, and, with others, placed under the command of Captain David Porter. They consisted of 
the sloops John Adams and Hornet, the brig Spark, the schooners Porpoise, Grampus, Alligator, and 
Shark; the Sea Gull, and eight small schooners; five barges, and one transport ship; in all, seventeen 
vessels, of different sizes, besides the barges. 

On the 14th day of February, 1823, Captain Porter sailed from the United States, under orders dated 
the Ist of February, 1823, a copy of which is annexed to this report, and marked A, 

The manner in which Captain Porter has performed the duty assigned him, and the ‘information’? 
received from him, will be seen by the reports from this Department to the President of the United States, 
and Communicated by him, with his message, at the commencement of the last and present session of 
Congress; and by paper marked B, which was unintentionally omitted in the report from this Department 
on the first of December last. 

All the vessels above enumerated except four, have been uniformly employed in the object, so far as 
their size and the necessity of occasional returns into port for stores and repairs would permit. Of the 
four vessels above alluded to, the Alligator and Wild Cat have been lost, and the Grayhound and Jackall 
were sold, “being so much out of repair that it was not for the interest of the United States to repair 
the same.” 

There are now employed in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, thirteen vessels and five barges; 
and the frigate Constellation will join the squadron in a few days, her crew being nearly completed. The 
disposition of the force has been left principally to the commanding officer, who, being in the region where 
its services were required, was best able to judge of the positions in which the vessels should be placed, 
and the particular duties cach should perform. 

The papers herewith transmitted, marked C and D, having been written in answer to letters from 
the chairman of the Committees on Naval Affairs of the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States, it appears to be proper to communicate them as part of the report from this Department. 

SAM. L. SOUTHARD. 

To the Presinent of the United States. 





Message to the Senate of the United States. 

Tn compliance with two resolutions of the Senate, the first of the 21st and the second of the 23d 
December last, requesting information respecting the injuries which have been sustained by our citizens 
hy piratical depredations, and other details connected therewith; and requesting, also, information of the 
measures Which have been adopted for the suppression of piracy; and whether, in the opinion of the Exe- 
cutive, it will not be necessary to adopt other means for the accomplishment of the object; and, in that 
event, What other means it will be most advisable to recur to; I herewith transmit a report from the See- 
retary of State, and likewise a report from the Secretary of the Navy, with the documents referred to in 
each. 

On the very important question submitted to the Executive, as to the necessity of recurring to other 
more effectual means for the suppression of a practice so destructive of the lives and property of our citi- 
zens, I have to observe, that three expedients oceur: one by the pursuit of the offenders to the settled as 
well as the unsettled parts of the island from whence they issue; another, by reprisal on the property of 
the inhabitants; and a third, by the blockade of the ports of those islands. It will be obvious that 
neither of these measnres can be resorted to, In a spirit of amity with Spain, otherwise than in a firm 
belief that neither the govermrent of Spain, nor the government of either of the islands, has the power 
to suppress that atrocious practice, and that the United States imterpose their aid for the accomplishment 
of an object which is of equid importance to them as well as to us. Acting on this principle, the facts 
which justify the proceeding being universally known and felt by all engaged in commerce in that sea, it 
may fairly be presumed, that neither will the government of Spain, nor the government of either of those 
islands, complain of a resort to either of those measures, or to all of them, should such resort be neces- 
sary. It is therefore suggested, that a power, commensurate with either resource, be granted to the 
Executive, to be exercised according to his discretion, and as circumstances may imperiously require. It 
is hoped that the manifestation of a policy so decisive will produce the happiest result—that it will rid 
these seas and this hemisphere of this practice. This hope is strengthened by the belief that the govern- 
ment of Spain, and the governments of the islands, particularly of Cuba, whose chief is known here, will 
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faithfully co-operate in such measures as may be necessary for the accomplishment of this very important 
object. To secure such co-operation will be the earnest desire, and, of course, the zealous and persever- 
ing effort, of the Executive. 


JAMES MONROE, 


Wasnixeton, January 13, 1825. 





Report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, of the House of Representatives, on a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of Sth December, instructing them to inguire into the expediency of providing an addi- 
tional naval force, and other means for the suppression of piracy. January 2th, 1825. 


That they have had the subjects proposed in the said resolution under their consideration, and have 
made diligent inquiry into the operations of our naval force, which, for the last two years, has been 
employed in the Gulf of Mexico, for the protection of our commerce, and the suppression of piracy. In 
this investigation they feel a satisfaction in stating that the means employed have displayed the vigilance 
of the government, and the activity, zeal, and devotion of the officers and seamen who have been assign- 
ed to that perilous service; perilous, not from the numbers or courage of the enemy, but from the delete- 
rious effects of a tropical climate upon natives of a more temperate region. The vessels procured for this 
service were better adapted to a short expedition, than to long and tedious cruises. They were too small 
to afford the room necessary to preserve the discipline and health of the officers and seamen assigned to 
them; yet, they enabled the commander to scour the coast, to penetrate into the shoal waters of the creeks 
and inlets, to the very margin of the land; and, in effect, the pirates have literally been driven from the 
ocean, and confined to their fastnesses and haunts upon the land. Accordingly, their principal depreda- 
tions, for the last twelve or fifteen months, have been confined to occasional sallies in boats and small 
craft, within one or two leagues of the shore. While these depredations, however, have been more limit- 
ed in extent and number, they have more frequently been attended with the most desperate and sanguin- 
ary destruction of the lives of the unfortunate victims. 

It becomes necessary for the government to adapt the force to the existing character of the evil; and 
the committee are of opinion that the best species of force which can be employed in future, while the 
piracies are confined to small craft, are the boats and launches which are attached to larger vessels, 
Sloops-of-war of the largest class may be well provided with launches and boats, of which several might 
be constantly employed in ferreting out these marauders, and bringing them to condign punishment. 

But the committee are of opinion that, though the addition of three or four sloops to our West India 
squadron, might, by constant vigilance, afford great additional security to our commerce and those 
engaged in it, yet they have reflected that these plunderers casily transfer themselves from one island tu 
another; and when effectually hunted from one of their haunts, they are speedily found in parts where 
the unarmed trader, having no protection or means of defence, becomes an easy prey. They have, also, 
recurred to several instances, where a resolute resistance by a small crew of intrepid seamen has repelled 
the assailants, even when the disparity of foree might have been expected to produce a different issue. 
From which it is manifest, that those wretches, who assume the vocation of pirates, are as dastardly as 
they are cruel, and may be generally repelled by a well armed crew, though not much exceeding the 
usual complement of the vessel. 

The opinion has been expressed in some of the memorials of our principal cities, that the permission 
to the merchants to prepare a suitable armament for their defence, would be embraced at least to a suf- 
ficient extent to deter, in many instances, the attacks of boats from the shore, or to repel the foe in case 
he should attempt to carry by boarding. The committee believe, that if a considerable number of trading 
vessels should provide themselves for resistance, and a few instances of successful resistance should be 
the consequence, the effect would be highly salutary, and would greatly discourage these banditti, by ren- 
dering their vocation dangerous and fruitless. They are aware that the commerce of the West Indies is 
attended with too small profit to warrant any considerable increase of expense to the merchants and 
owners of vessels: and, as the protection of trade is the duty of the government, as well as required for 
the prosperity of our revenue and general resources, they therefore deem it sound policy to rely upon this 
measure merely as auxiliary to the most energetic efforts; and to the ample means placed at the disposal 
of the Executive. 

The committee have not overlooked the notorious fact, that the local authorities of the West India 
islands, particularly those of Cuba and Porto Rico, have afforded shelter and protection to the pirates, 
and have given a character of boldness to the enterprises, which it may be impossible wholly to repress 
without resorting to measures which may induce those authorities to unite their means in earnest in the 
extirpation of those foes of the human race. Whatever may be the personal feelings of some of the 
local governors, they may, perhaps, find it difficult to restrain the cupidity by which a great portion of 
the community are so completely demoralized. In the Island of Porto Rico, a species of legalized plunder 
has been for several years tolerated, if not encouraged, by the chiefs of the island, which, if not so san- 
guinary as in other cases, has, in other respects, differed but little from ordinary piracy. It belongs 
rather to the duty of another committee to devise means suitable to meet an exigency so singular, and, 
at the same time, demanding the most prompt and vigorous measures. . 

While the utmost circumspection should be employed, in maintaining the rights and dignity of our 
country, not to violate those of other nations, it cannot be denied, that a serupulous adherence to the 
letter of national law, in regard to the territories under the nominal jurisdiction of a nation remote from 
the scenes of action, distracted and feeble at home, and scarcely felt or feared in her remote islands and 
colonies, must amount to an indefinite denial of redress to our own citizens; must embolden injustice and 
violence, and impede or frustrate the most vigorous efforts of our naval force in the protection of our 
commerce against such an unhallowed combination of local jurisdiction and desperate outlaws. 

The committee forbear to indicate the course which alone remains to remedy these outrages upon our 
rights and our dignity, not doubting that, from another source, we may soon see submitted, a plan which 
comports with our justice and moderation, as well as with our interest and security. 

They respectfully submit a bill, in conformity with these views, for the consideration of the House. 
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Report of the Committee of Foreign Relations, of the House of Representatives, on piracy and outrages on 
American commerce by Spanish privateers. January 31st, 1825, 


The Committee of Foreign Relations, to whom was referred so much of the President’s message to 
Congress at the opening of the present seesion, as relates to piracy and the outrages committed upon our 
commerce by vessels bearing Spanish commissions, and the memorials from different quarters of the 
Union on the same subjects, availing themselves of the document accompanying the President’s message 
to the Senate, of the 18th January, which have been printed by order of that body, present to the House 
the result of their deliberations upon the subject submitted to them: 

From the commencement of the revolution, which has terminated in the separation of Spanish Con- 
tinental America from old Spain, the commerce of the United States, in common with that of all other 
nations, has suffered frequent outrages from the vessels of the adverse parties, duly commissioned, with 
doubtful commissions, and from pirates who sought to conceal their true character by the use of the flag 
of some one of the belligerants. Constant efforts have been made by this government to redress injuries 
suffered, and to prevent future outrage. Congress have, at all times, been prepared to give, and have 
afforded all the means necessary for these purposes within their province. . 

The act of the third of March, 1819, was passed specially to protect the commerce of the United 
States, and punish the crime of piracy. It gave to the President power (a power, however, which the 
President possesses without an act of Congress) to employ the public armed vessels of the United States 
to protect our merchant vessels and their crews from piratical aggression and depredation, to authorize 
the detention, capture, and trial, of any armed vessels which attempted any piratical depredation, search, 
seizure, or restraint of an American vessel. It authorized our merchant vessels to capture armed ships 
not commissioned by a friendly power, and to recapture vessels taken by them, and it directed the con- 
demnation of the vessels so captured or recaptured; it provided for the punishment of the pirates, when 
convicted by the competent tribunals. This act was limited to one year, but was continued in force by 
the act of May 15, 1820, for two years, and the first four sections made perpetual by the act of the 30th 
January, 1823. 

The re-establishment of the constitutional government in old Spain, in March, 1820, inspired the 
strongest hope that the contest between Spain and Spanish Continental America would be soon amicably 
terminated in a manner satisfactory to the parties at war, to the commercial and civilized world, and to 
all the lovers of humanity, justice and liberty. The first movements of the regenerated government 
promised a speedy realization of this hope. 

The Cortes of Spain directed negotiations to be opened with Spanish America; commissioners were 
appointed; but the contending parties did not take the same view of the great questions between them. 
old Spain would not admit the recognition of the independence of the Spanish American governments 
as the basis of negotiation; and the Spanish American governments would not negotiate without that 
preliminary recognition, While these abortive attempts at negotiation were made, there was a tempo- 
rary cessation of hostilities in Venezuela. The war, however, was renewed in Venezuela before the 
negotiations were broken off. Fortune favored the Americans, and the European Spaniards were driven 
from the continent. During this desperate contest, General Morales, the commander of the Spanish 
forces, issued his extraordinary proclamation, declaring a coast of twelve hundred miles in a state of 
blockade, and interdicting all foreign commerce with the Spanish main, as inconsistent with the colonial 
law of old Spain. This proclamation has been the fruitful source of most of the evils since suffered by 
all commercial nations in the West Indies, and in the Gulf of Mexico. Numerous pirates, and swarms of 
privateersmen (subsequently degenerated into pirates), have preyed upon ali neutral commerce, —Protec- 
tion to that of the United States should have been, if it has not been, afforded, against pirates, by the 
use of all the necessary means under the control of the Executive—by a vigorous exertion of the naval 
power; by incessant watehfulness on the seas, and on the coasts infested by them; rigorous examination 
of all suspected vessels of every size; ardent pursuit of the persons found flagrante delicto, wherever they 
sought refuge; eareful prosecution, before the competent tribunals, of all the accused who were taken; 
unrelenting severity in inflicting punishment, where guilt was judicially established—against privateers- 
men, by appeals to the government of Spain, requiring, immediately, redress for the past, and security 
for the future; if made in vain, application should have been made to Congress to authorize reprisals, or 
to declare war, as the extent of the injury and a due regard to the condition of the Spanish government 
should have required. A further reference, however, to the past would not be useful. For the present, 
and for the future, if legislative provisions are necessary, they should be made. 

Piracy at present exists in the same form as in the year 1822, when a species of naval force, supposed 
to be particularly adapted to suppress it, was placed at the disposal of the Executive. This foree was 
believed to have answered the expectations entertained of it, as the President, at the opening of the last 
session of Congress, announced that “it had been eminently successful in the accomplishment of its 
objects.” If further experience has shown that this species of force is inadequate to the accomplishment 
of the object, and that another may be advantageously substituted, there can be no doubt of the propriety 
of the substitution. This is a point, however, that the committee do not consider it their duty to exam- 
ine; it belongs properly to another committee, the result of whose deliberations upon it has been already 
presented to the House. The merchants of the United States, who have, with the exception of our sea- 
men, the deepest interest in this subject, suggest the propriety of suffering the owners of vessels to arm 
for their own defenee. There is no law forbidding such defensive armament, nor is any law required to 
justify it. It is, however, asserted that the restraints upon the armament of merchant vessels are incon- 
venient and oppressive, and that they ought to be removed. The only provision on this subject is that 
which requires bond and security to be given to prevent an unlawful use of the armed vessel; a provision 
which should not be changed—an adherence to which the best interest of commerce requires. 

The propriety of authorizing by law the pursuit of the pirates on land has also been a subject of 
consideration. The committee do not deem an act of Congress for this purpose necessary. The rule of 
international law is, that fugitives from the justice of one nation are to be considered in another as stran- 
gers entitled to protection, and having a right of residence—on the common principle that no nation has 
aright to punish a person who has not offended itself, nor is it bound to assist its neighbor in the execu- 
tion of its criminal laws. Pirates are criminals against all nations, punishable in every tribunal; the 
common enemies of mankind; the duty of all nations and every man is, to hunt them down, that they 
may be delivered up to offended justice. Fresh pursuit of enemies into the territory of a common friend, 








payers 7a eng arr rene esr erent 


' 
i 


| 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
| 
} 
| 








188 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 270. 


is not universally admitted to be a right of war. Powerful nations never permit feeble neighbors to enter 
their territory for this purpose; but enter without scruple in pursuit of their enemics, the territory of 
such neighbors, unless restrained by the apprehension that the mutual friend seeks a fair occasion to 
become an ally against them in the war. Practically, the question is one not of right, but of relative 
power. The pursuit of a mutual enemy into the territory of a friendly or allied power, is a right of war; 
it cannot be deemed a violation of the sovereignty of that power; it confers a favor, and imposes upon 
him an obligation of gratitude. 

The commen enemy cannot avail himself of the protection of the territory of the third power, but by 
surrendering himself as prisoner of war; and in that event, if the force of the pursuer was the cause of 
the surrender, the pursucr might rightfully claim the benefit of the surrender, Under this rule, the 
pursuit and capture of pirates anywhere, and everywhere, may be justified. The Executive has acted 
Instructions have been given to our naval commanders to pursue and capture, on Spanish 
The government of Spain has been duly warned 
No remonstrance has been made by 
The acquiescence of 


upon it. 
territory, pirates who seck refuge or concealment there. 
of the existence of these orders; it knows that they will be obeyed. 
it; no objections have, as far as the committee have been informed, been urged. 
Spain is all that should be desired. A distinction is supposed to exist between pursuit of pirates on 
lands uninhabited, and those inhabited; and it is imagined that the authority of Congress.is necessary 
to justify pursuit in the latter case, while, in the former, the power of the Executive is alone sufficient. The 
conunittee do not admit the correetness of this distinction. Fresh pursuit is justifiable in cither case, if 
necessary to the capture of the pirate. There is greater danger of collision with the friendly power, 
when the object of pursuit flies into a settled country, and greater care is requisite to avoid giving 
offence; but the same principles apply to either case, and it is just as necessary that Congress should 
legislate to justify the capture of pirates, as to authorize the pursuit of them into any place of refuge, 
inhabited or unsettled. 

From an attentive examination of the letters of the agent who was sent to Cuba to obtain informa- 
tion relative to the pirates who have long infested the coast of that island, it would seem that no fresh 
pursuit on land will eradicate the evil. Authority must exist to search in the suspceted settlements for per- 
sons believed to be guilty of piracy, and for the evidence of their guilt, and to bring them before our tribu- 
This authority Congress cannot give, without making war upon Spain, It 


nals for trial and punishment. 
The evil Hes too deep to be 


cannot be used without wresting from Spain her municipal jurisdiction, 
reached by any ordinary measures which foreign powers can apply to it. 

The government of Spain must give to the local authority what it is said to want—suflicient 
strength to prevent and to punish crimes; it must perform its duties, or those who suffer from its neglect 
or weakness will be driven, by the necessity of the case, to apply the corrective. The committee would 
bring more distinctly into view the only efficient remedy, and recommend a resort to it, if they believed 
sufficient time had clapsed since remonstrances were made by our government to Spain, to prove 
incontestably that she wanted either the power or the will to do her duty, although they are aware that 
the conduct of any government, in applying that remedy, without previous concert with other nations, 
alike interested in the question, would be liable to misconception, and exeite well-founded jealousies. 
The committee cannot doubt that the Executive, applying all proper means to prevent, to detect, and to pun- 
ish, the crime of piracy, and pressing upon Spain and her local authorities that the honor and the interest of 
Spain require their best exertions for the same purpose, will not fail to confer with the great commercial 
nations, on the extraordinary measures to be used, if the object is not speedily accomplished by the 
faithful exertion of the powers of Spain. 

The danger to which our commerce is exposed, and the injuries it has suffered from privateers, acting 
under regular or irregular Commissions, are of a different character, and require a different remedy. 
The committee understand that outrages of this kind have almost, if not entirely ceased; for those 
which have been inflicted, or which may hereafter be inflicted, Spain is directly responsible. Reparation 
must be had; by negotiation, or by exercise of such powers as may, for that purpose, be vested in the 
Executive by Congress. 

To guard against future injury, the safest resource is to enforce promptly ample redress for that 
which has been suffered. 
the proclamation of Morales. Those injuries are not yet redressed., 
attempted to justify a proclamation declaring, with a naval force insufficient to shut up the smallest port 
onthe coast, a seacoast of twelve hundred miles in a state of blockade, nor the absurd pretension that the 
property of all neutral nations is, under the colonial law of Spain, liable to confiscation, if taken on its 
panish America; but the property of American citizens captured by privateers from the islands 

The Spanish 


The government of Spain has not 


way to s 
of Porto Rico and Cuba, and from Porto Cabello, is now withheld under these pretensions. 
government having formally revoked the blockade, gives to the tribunals of Spain an excuse for the con- 
demnation of all property seized prior to that revocation; an excuse of which they do not hesitate to 
avail themselves. 
the United States at the court of Spain demanded satisfaction, in January, 1824, from that government, 
for the outrages conunitted from Porto Cabello, and the islands of Porto Rico and Cuba, upon the com- 


meree of the United States, and for the wanton murder of one of our gallant officers in the harbor of 


St. Jolin’s, by the officer commanding the fort at its entrance. In September of the same year, Spain 
was again called upon to indemnify those who had suffered in person or property under the proclamation 
of blockade, or from the interdiction of neutral commerce to the Spanish main. In October, the just 
reclamations of onr government were, for the third time, formally made to the government of Spain. 
No satisfaction has been given, no indemnity has been promised, nor has there been even a satisfactory 
excuse given for the delay to answer the just demands of the minister of the United States. 

The character of the injury sustained, its origin, the period elapsed since it was inflicted, the formal 
and fruitless demand for reparation for more than twelve months, justify reprisals. An anxious desire 


not to act harshly to a government embarrassed by internal difficulties, and enfeebled by recent revolutions; 


the distance of the seat of the Spanish government, from the places in which the evils complained of 
originated; the death of the minister appointed by the Spanish government, on the eve of his departure 
to this country; and the recent selection of another minister, whose appointment and intended departure 
for the United States, has been communicated in an official letter, a translation of which is herewith 
presented to the House, induce the committee not to propose any legislative enactment, under the firm 


conviction, that this forbearance will give to Spain anew motive to make speedily ample reparation for 


The committee have already referred to the injuries suffered in consequence of 





Acting under instructions from the President of the 28th April, 1828, the minister of 
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the injuries sustained; and that if it does not produce this desired effect, it will justify, in the eyes of all 
nations, any and every step Congress may hereafter be compelled to take. 





DepartMent or Strate, Washington, January 24, 1825. 

Sir: T have the honor of enclosing herewith, a translation of the only answer yet received from the 
Spanish government, in Mr. Nelson’s notes on the subject of piracy and outrages on our commerce. It 
has been reccived since the communications to Congress of the previous documents were made. 

Tam, with great respect, sir, your most humble and obedient servant, 
JOUN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Joun Forsyrn, Esq., Chairman of the 

Committee of Foreign Relations, IT. R. U.S. 





[Translation. ] 
Mr. Zea Bermudez to Mr. Nelson. 


Sin: From the middle of September last, when I took possession of the appointment, which the kind- 
ness of the King, my august master, deigned to entrust me, 1 dedicated, by order of his Majesty, my 
attention te the different notes presented by you, relative to the claims of the American subjects, who 
thought themselves entitled to be indemnified by Spain for the losses which they have suffered in the 
seas of America A business so complicated, in which considerable interests are involved, presented so 
much more difficulty, by how much there were intermingled with it other interests and other claims of 
Spanish subjects against the government and subjects of the United States. 

His Majesty, desirous of preserving the friendship and good harmony which happily subsists between 
both nations, and that, in faithful observance of existing treaties, both governments should terminate in 
a friendly manner, this delicate question, the legitimate rights and just pretensions of both being mutually 
conciliated, has thought that the most proper means for gaining this desired end, is to send immediately 
a minister plenipotentiary, to reside near the American government, who, by his information, prudence, 
and practical knowledge of the relations between both countries, may be at the same time, the interpreter 
and the executor of the just intentions of the King. In consequence, his Majesty has been pleased to 
appoint Don Jose de Heredia, his envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary in the United States 
of America. He will set out for his new destination as soon as possible. 

I] hasten to inform you of this, that you may be pleased to lay it before your government; and I avail 
myself of this occasion, to repeat to you the assurance of my most distinguished consideration, God 
preserve you many years, 


Your most obedient servant, FRANCISCO DE ZEA BERMUDEZ. 


San Lorenzo, November 19, 1824. 





Report of the Secretary of the Navy, accompanying the President's message of December 3d, 1822. 
Navy Department, November 30, 1822. 

The President of the United States: 

Sir: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to transmit to you herewith, sundry papers, 
numbered one to five, inclusively, which contain the information desired, 

No. 1. List of piratical vessels, &¢., captured by vessels of the navy of the United States. 

No. 2. List of vessels of the navy of the United States, in actual service. 

No. 3. List of vessels of the navy of the United States, in ordinary. 

No. 4. List of vessels built and building, under the act for the “ eradual increase of the navy; and 
also, a general view of improvements at the several building vards. 

No. 5. Copies of correspondence between the commanders of our cruising vessels, and the Spanish 


authorities, 
All of which is respectfully submitted. SMITH THOMPSON. 





No. 1. 


Statement of captures of pirat.cal vessels and boats, made by vessels of the United States navy, ii the West 
Indies. 


Four piratical schooners, of about forty tons each, and one sloop, of twenty-five tons, in all carrying 
about one hundred men, captured by Licutenant Commandant L. Kearney, in the United States brig En- 
terprise, at Cape Antonio, Island of Cuba, October 16th, 1821, in the act of robbing the American ship 
Lucies, American brig Aristides, and English brig Larch; burnt two of the piratical schooners; the 
other two, and the sloop, were sent into Charleston, 5. C., and condemned. ‘ 

Schooner Moseow, captured by Capt. Robert Henley, in the sloop-of-war Hornet, October 29, 1821, 
sent into Norfolk, 

A boat laden with goods, captured by Lieutenant Commandant Ramage, off Cape Antonio, November 


8, 1821; took out the goods, and destroyed the boat; crew escaped, 
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A schooner of about 35 tons, captured by Lieutenant Commandant Kearney, 21st December, 1821; 
crew, about 25, escaped. 

Six piratical vessels captured by Lieutenant Commandant Ramage, January 7, 1822; burnt five of 
them, and manned one, took three prisoners, and destroyed their depot, &c., on the coast of Cuba, 

A large barge taken by gun vessel Revenge, Tth March, 1822; she was deserted by her crew, and 
evidently fitted for piratical purposes. . 

Three piratical launches and four barges, captured by Lieutenant Commandant Kearney, in the United 
States brig Enterprise, at Cape Antonio, on the 8th March, 1822, destroyed. 

Two piratical schooners captured by Licutenants Commandants Perry and Gregory, in June, 1822, 
three pirates prisoners. 

Spanish privateer Palmyra, alias Panchita, captured by Lieutenant Commandant Gregory, August 
16, 1822, sent into Charleston, South Carolina, | 

Five piratical vessels captured by Captain 5S. Cassin, commanding United States ship Peacock, on the 
28th and 30th September, 1822; burnt two; found eighty-nine bags coffee concealed in the woods by the 
pirates; two of the vessels sent to New Orleans. 

A Dutch sloop was re-captured from pirates by Captain John IH. Elton, commanding United States 
brig Spark, January, 1822, and the prize crew, seven men, were sent into Charleston, South Carolina. 

Portuguese ship Mariana Faliero, captured by Lieutenant Commandant R. F. Stockton, in the United 
States schooner Alligator, sent into Boston. 


No. 2. 
List of vessels of the United States navy, now in service. 
In tHe Pacrric Ocean. 
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In THE MEDITERRANEAN. 


Frigate Constitution .. 
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No ete SUS CEN Sanat a bi ki ud eR ORATERE EWAN KEES AW ENO OdN Ek eeEdSS KO 12 guns. 


gun. 


_ 


NS 66 Eb SL CGLADENE OK OOE 4 As 04b ORE EE HENNE NK ELE RAD MAWES SEK ORES COMaN ROSS 
Sloop-of-war Hornet, 18 guns, preparing for a cruise in the West Indies, at Norfolk, Virginia. 
brig Enterprise, repairing at New York, for a cruise in the West Indies. 





List of vessels of the United States navy, in ordinary, exclusive of ships on the list of the Navy Commis- 
stoners; exclusive of list numbered 4. 


Se es eo 
Ee WON vend senso de sidevescsas Tere Te re ee OKA erie dea Ce 
ee eRe Ke Ree Mwae SEL REECE ERR ONAL 6a ba knelbetwkébawkearnsoons 44 ouns, 
Ee ee ee ee ee ee ee Ter Ter eee ot 
ec ceNC eC ASKER ARNE EAE SK Oe 0 0:< 0dr OeETESRDELESW OS PROM KOnSa ONNR EKO S SER ES esas orUnis. 


Frigate Constellation, 36 guns. 


FER ad eM NbN SS O44 860d aOR ERE DHE CRKS oa HL +d We ROwbOREOS SER eS DOL 
Steam frigate Fulton................ TIT TT eT TTT TET TERT ICT Te TTT Tee 


I La ROLES NE CEES Kod 0.605 OR OKERECCERKASSS 0606605 ER EDEER ESM O ROD ES ODES 18 guns. 


*All on survey Coast Florida. 
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No. 4. 


Vessels built and building under the law for the gradual increase of the navy, with a general view of improve- 
ments completed at the several building yards. 


Columbus, 74 guns. Launched in ordinary at Boston, with a roof over her to protect her from the 
rain, sun, &c. 

Ohio, 74 guns. Launched in ordinary at New York, with a roof over her to protect her from the 
rain, sun, &e. 

North Carolina, 74 guns. Launched in ordinary at Norfolk, and now covering with roofs to protect 
them. 

Delaware, 74 guns. Launched in ordinary at Norfolk, and now covering with roofs to protect them. 

One, 74 guns. At Boston, nearly finished; house over her, and perfectly protected. 

One, 74 guns. At Boston; frame raised; under a house; perfectly protected. 

One, 74 guns. At Portsmouth, N. H.; nearly finished; under a house; perfectly protected. 

One, 74 guns. At Norfolk, Va.; about half finished; house over her; perfectly protected. 

One, 74 guns. At Philadelphia; keel laid; frame nearly out; house now building over, and proba- 
bly raised by this time. 

Potomac, 44 guns. Launched, and hauled up on the inclined plane at Washington, where she now 
lies, under a house, perfectly protected from the sun, rain, &ce. 

One, 74 guns. At Washington; about half finished. 

One, 44 guns. At Philadelphia; nearly finished; house over her; perfectly protected. 

One, 44 guns. At New York; frame getting out, and nearly ready to raise. 

One, 44 guns. At Portsmouth, N. H.; in forwardness; house over her; perfectly protected. 

The frames of the other frigates authorized to be built, excepting a few pieces yet to be delivered by 
the contractors, and nearly all the other materials excepting the iron, are procured and placed in situations 
where they will probably not sustain any immediate material injury. 

Two steam battery frames are securely doposited under cover at the Washington Navy yard. 

One steam battery frame is securely deposited under cover at New York. 

Two engines are put up, and in a state of preservation at New York. 

The building yards are in as good a state as the means placed at the disposal of the Department 
would allow; but to erect the necessary warchouses, repair wharves, cover some of the vessels now build- 
ing, and to erect suitable sheds over the timber, for its preservation, there will be required for the year 
1823, the sum of $150,000. 


General view of improvements completed at the several building yards, in 1821 and 1822. 


At Norfolk: timber dock filled up, and house built over new ship of the line. 

At Washington: inclined plane, with a house over it; large warehouse; sail loft and rigging loft. 

At Philadelphia: foundation of a new ship laid; house built over a frigate, and house now raising 
over a ship of the line. 

At New York: foundation of a new ship laid; house built over a frigate; low ground filled up to 
an extent to afford sufficient room to work on. 

At Boston: foundation of a new ship laid; a house built over a ship of the line; a blacksmith shop 
erected; the timber dock piled and improved; cover placed over the frame of a 44; about two acres of 
ground leveled. 

At Portsmouth, N. I.: foundation of a new frigate laid, and a house erected over it. 





No. 5. R 
Copies and extracts of letters and reports, exhibiting a general view of the correspondence between the com- 
manders of our cruising vessels in the West Indies, and the Spanish authorities. 


U.S. Fricare Macrpoytay, Havana, May 6, 1822. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here on the 28th ultimo. My passage was some- 
what protracted by chasing, out of my course, suspicious looking vessels among the islands, and by hav- 
ing two days under convey an American schooner, that requested me to see her safe past Cape Antonio. 
On my arrival, I saluted the captain general and the admiral, receiving from each, in return, gun for gun, 
agreeably to previous arrangement. On the 29th, Thad an interview with the captain general relative 
to the business with which I am charged by Mr. Addms the Secretary of State. On the 30th, I addressed 
a communication to him on the subject of landing our boats and men upon the coast of Cuba when in 
pursuit of pirates. J] enclose a copy of my communication, as also of the captain general’s answer; and 
you will perceive he declines acceding to the proposition I made to him, I think it preferable to pursue 
one object at a time with the government here, and I shall therefore drop this subject for the present, 
renewing it when my correspondence in regard to the Florida documents is terminated. He certainly 
ought, and perhaps will consent to our landing upon those parts of the coast that are uninhabited, and 
where, though within his jurisdiction, he is utterly incapable of exercising any authority. There are 
many such places on the coasts of this island, 

The measures adopted by the captain general, and to which he refers in his letter to me, consist 
simply of a proclamation, in March last, establishing certain regulations with respect to clearances of 
coasting vessels, launches, and other boats. These regulations, I understand, are not strictly enforced; 
and, even if they were, they are altogether insufficient for the suppression of piracy along the extensive 
coast of Cuba. As this proclamation has been published in the American newspapers, I do not think it 
necessary to send you a copy. 








—_ 
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I regret to state that T have not met any of our ernisers either at this port or off Cape Antonio, nor 
have I been able to gain any information as to where they probably now are, It is some time since any 
of them were here. The British frigate Tribune is here, from Porto Bello, and is about to sail for Kneland 
with specie. . 

[have the honor to he, XC., JAMES BIDDLE. 


Hon. Sarr Thompson, Secretary of the Navy. 





Caplain Biddle to Governor Mahy. 
U.S. Fricare Macepontan, Havana, April 30, 1822. 
Sir: T have the honor to represent, that the commercial relations between the United States and 
Cuba are already very considerable, and that they would unquestionably be more considerable, if ren- 
As these relations, too, are mutually beneficial, it is 


dered more secure from unlawful depredations. 
For this object the Government. of 


Important to both parties that they should be effectually protected. 
the United States, on its part, has employed an adequate naval force, which is placed under my direction 
and control. But, as the depredations have been committed chiefly in open boats, Immediately upon the 
coast, and off the harbors, it is important that we should have your excellency’s co-operation. IL have, 
therefore, the honor to propose that your excellency should so far co-operate with me as to sanction the 
upon the coast of Cuba, of our boats and men, when in the pursuit of pirates. This measure would 
he promotive of our common benefit—is indispensable to the entire suppression of piracy, and is not 
intended in any manner to infringe upon the territorial rights of your excelleney, It will operate against 


those only whose atrocious crimes render them obnoxious to every regular government, and should place 


landing, 


them without the protection of all law. 
I have the honor to be, with great consideration and respect, 
your excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant, 


JAMES BIDDLE. 


His excellency Don NicnoLas Many, Captain General and Governor of Cuba. 


Governor Mahy to Captain Biddle, 


[Translation. ] 

Tam too sensible of the importance of the commercial relations which exist, and may continue, 
between the ports of this island and those of the United States, which Tam desirous of cultivating, not 
to have adopted measures to put a stop to depredations which might obstruct them along the extensive 
coasts of this island, under my jurisdiction. T repeat, that such measures have been adopted, and have 
been made public; and with the zealous co-operation with which you inform me you are charged, we shall 
doubtless effect shortly a happy extermination of those enemies, who, under all colors, have laid waste 
and committed robberies, both upon the high seas and every coast, without respecting any flag. 

With respect to the permission you solicit, for landing upon this coast with troops and people in 
boats, for the purpose of pursuing those pirates, T cannot and must not consent to it. LT repeat that the 
necessary measures have been adopted to defend my territorial jurisdiction, and for the apprehension of 
every description of outlaws. 

All which I communicate in answer to your official letter of yesterday. God preserve you many 


years. 
NICHOLAS MATLY, Captain General of the Island of Cuba. 


James Bippie, Esy., Commanding United States ship Macedonian. 


Havana, Jay 2, 1822. 


Eertract from a report of Lieutenant Praneis IT. Gregory, commander of U. S schooner Grampus, lo Cap- 
tain James Biddle, COMMANAING the U. S. naval forces tr the West Iudies—relaling to the capture of the 
Panche ta, dalted— 


U.S. Sctooxer Grampcs, Sf. Thomas, August 24, 1822. 


I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the honorable Sceretary of the Navy, that I 
arrived at St. Bartholomews on the 2d of August; sailed again on the 7th with convoy for St. Thomas. 
On the morning of the 9th fell in with two Spanish cruisers off Tortola, who demanded permission, and 
claimed a right to board the convoy, which being peremptorily refused, they hauled off. The same day 
I arrived at St. Thomas and received from Captain John Souther, of the schooner Coquette of Georgetown, 
I. €., the enclosed deposition, having been plundered by those vessels. On the 14th T left St. Thomas, 
with two valuable vessels, bound to Curacoa, and on the evening of the 15th saw an hermaphrodite brig, 
hovering upon our weather quarter, apparently a cruiser; continued my course without regarding her; 
at daylight made her ahead and gave chase; at half-past nine, having gained considerably upon her, she 
hoisted English colors; changed them to Spanish at 10, and fired a gun to windward, and at half-past 
On nearing her I perceived her to be the pirate that had 


10 hove to, and set a white flag at the fore. 
At 20 minutes 


fired upon and plundered the Coquette, and therefore considered it my duty to arrest her, 

Haine, Sere digs. 
past 11 the Grampus was laid under her lee, within pistol shot, and her surrender demanded as a pirate, 
which she affeeted not to understand, and answered me to that import. While repeating the demand, he 
poured into us a full volley from his small arms and cannon, which was instantly returned, and continued 
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three minutes and a half, when he struck his colors, a complete wreck, having one man killed and six 
wounded, and in a sinking condition. The boats were dispatched instantly to their relief, and it was 
only owing to the great exertions of Lieutenant Voorhees, that she was prevented from going down, 
having received three shots between wind and water, one of which injured the pumps. The Grampus 
received some trifling injury in her sails and rigging, but not a man hurt. 

The captured vessel proved to be the notorious privateer Palmyra, formerly the Pancheta, from 
Porto Rico; carries one long brass 18, and eight 18-pound carronades, and a crew of 88 men. They 
acknowledged the robbery of the Coquette, and the only excuse given by the officer is, that they could 
not prevent those things happening now and then. Several of the plundered articles were found on 
board. 


Sr. Toomas, August 10, 1822. 
Personally appeared before us, Captain John Souther, commander, and in part owner of the schooner 
7 44 : 1 . . e 
Coquette, of Georgetown, D. C., who, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, 
. ryy . . Po . roe ‘ . . “- 
deposeth and saith; That he is a native born citizen of the United States of America, and that, while on 
a voyage in said vessel to the West India islands, and on his passage from St. Bartholomews to St. 
Thomas, on the morning: of the 9th of August, 1822, at 5 A. M. or thereabouts, he was fired at by a sail 
in chase, upon which, the deponent saith, he immediately hove to. Was boarded by an officer and boat’s 
crew under Venezuclian colors; they immediately demanded his papers; after examining them, they com- 
menced searching the vessel, then went into my cabin and searched the berths, chests, &e. They took 
from the vessel stock, and clothing from the officers and men. The deponent further says, she was an 
hermaphrodite brig with a red streak, and one long gun midships, and several others, not knowing the 
exact number. 
JOHN SOUTHER. 
Attest: 
J. Ronpe, Captain Rk. Navy and Harbor Master. 
Francis H. Grecory, Lieutenant Com. U.S. Navy. 


The foregoing deposition of Capt. John Souther having been read before John Peabody, jr., mate of 
the schooner Coquette, John Reynolds and Henry Sterling, seamen, and they being duly sworn, declare 
the same to be true. 

JOHN PEABODY, Jr. 
JOHN REYNOLDS. 
Attest: HENRY STERLING. 
J. Roupe, Captain R. Navy and Harbor Master. 
Francis H. Grecory, Lieut. Com. U.S. Navy. 





Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant Francis H. Gregory to the Secretary of the Navy. 


T have the honor to inform you that this vessel, accompanied by the Palmyra, alias Pancheta, was 
safely anchored in this port on the 12th, after a passage of fifteen days from St. Thomas. The Palmyra 
was captured on the 16th of August, to the southward of St. Croix, by the Grampus, after a short action, 
in which she was principal sufferer, as detailed in my reports to Captain James Biddle, commander of the 
United States naval forces cruising in the West Indies; copies of which have, for your information, 
already been forwarded to the Department. 

It was my wish and intention to have entered a more northern port, but light and adverse winds, 
and the great number of prisoners on board, obliged me to make the nearest port, and that as soon as 
possible. The prisoners, seventy-six in number, have been safely lodged in jail, committed for piracy. 
At least one-third of them are of the Sugar Key gang, who have come to Porto Rico for the purpose of 
covering their villany with Spanish commissions. All the original documents respecting this vessel have 
been placed in the hands of the United States district attorney, and the vessel libeled. Several of her 
crew have turned informants, and I expect a great scene of villany will be exposed. 

I frequently saw gentiemen from Porto Rico while at St. Thomas, and was informed that several 
small privateers were fitted out there, which, if not looked after in time, will certainly commit some very 
serious depredations upon our commerce, as they are, in reality, nothing but pirates; most of their crew 
being from the establishments of Cuba, and to their thirst for plunder add a deadly desire of revenge 
whenever they fall in with a defenceless American. 





Extract of a letter from Lieutenant James Ramage, commander of the United States schooner Porpoise, to the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated St. Thomas, July 9, 1822. 


Having sailed from St. Bartholomews on the evening of the 6th instant, I fell in, the next morning, 
with two brigs of war, bearing the Mexican flag. I run down, with our colors flying, between them; and, 
when opposite to each, received a gun from the one to windward, which was instantly returned from this 
vessel; shortly after, I received a similar salute from that to leeward, which was promptly replied to; 
both vessels, on firing, hauled down the Mexican, and hoisted the Spanish national colors. I then ranged 
alongside the brig to leeward, observing her crew in a state of extreme confusion; they opened an irre- 
gular and ill-directed fire of grape and musketry, but without any effect. I was in the act of giving 
orders to return our broadside, when hostilities ceased, and I directed Lieutenant Curtis to board the 


brig; and examine her papers. They proved to be H. C. Majesty’s brigs Palmyra, of fourteen guns, one 
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hundred and thirty men, and G. Boves, of eight guns and one hundred men, both from Cadiz. The 
enclosed is a literal copy of a letter addressed me by the senior commanding officer. 

I now hasten to communicate the intelligence received by me at this place, which T believe to be 
entirely authentic; that several Spanish privateers, of considerable force, have lately been equipped from 
the Island of Porto Rico, for the purpose of capturing all vessels sailing to or from the ports on the coast 
of Spanish America, in possession of the patriot forces, under the plea that they are violating a system of 
blockade established by the government of Spain, These privateers have already made several captures 
of American and other vessels, which have been carried to remote ports in the Island of Porto Rico, and 
will doubtless be condemned, The injury that will result to the commerce of our country from this sys- 
tem of pretended blockade will be very serious, if not timely checked by an adequate force in this quar- 
ter; and, as I have no means of communicating from hence with Captain Biddle, I consider it my duty to 
lay the present information before you. 


~ 


S. N. B. G. Boves, at sea, July 3, 1822. 
M. Ramage, U. S. Se. Porpoise: 

Sir: Tam sorry you will be incomoded with me by firiying you this morning, being the case that we 
thought you were Patriots, and we have commission from our government to blockade all the men ports, 
and happened that must all the vessels from the men hoisted and fight with the American flag, we took 
you to be one of them. 

I hope therefore you will forgived the uncasionally affair, 

I remain your sincear, &c., PABLO LLUAGER, 


To the Carrain of the U.S. Se. Porpoise. 





Untrep States Scuooner Porpotse, Curacoa, July 22, 1822. 

Sir: Thad the honor to address you on the 9th inst., from the Island of St. Thomas, communicating 
the injuries committed on our commerce by Spanish vessels of war near to Porto Rico, in consequence of 
their pretended blockade of the coasts of Spanish America, I have now to inform you that the same 
causes have produced the same effects in this quarter, and that four American vessels have been con- 
demned at Port Cabello for a breach of blockade. The naval force of Spain in these seas consists of an 
old 44 gun frigate (one of the Russian contract,) a brig and schooner, These are employed in furnishing 
supplies to Porto Cabello from this island, and yet with such a force and so employed, they uphold the 
monstrous principle of blockading a coast of more than 1,200 miles in extent. It does not appear that 
any injury has been committed on our commerce by the vessels of the Columbian republic. 

I have the honor to be, &e., 


JAMES RAMAGE. 


Hon, Surru THompson, Secretary of the Navy. 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant James Ramage, commander of the United States schooner Porpoise, to 
: Captain James Biddle, commanding the naval forces in the West Indies. 


Under a plea of a breach of blockade, the Spanish squadron in this direction, capture all vessels 
bound to or from ports in possession of the Columbian republic. The naval force of Spain, now here, 
consists of an old 44 gun frigate, the Ligera, (one of the Russian contract,) an 18-gun brig, the Hercule, 
and aschooner; the whole of which are employed supplying Porto Cabello with provisions from Curacoa; 
yet, with such a force, and so employed, they uphold the monstrous principle of blockading a line of coast 
of more than 1,200 miles in extent. 


Copy of a letter to Captain Laborde, commanding his Catholic Majesty's frigate Ligera. 


Unirep States Scnooner Porpotse, Harbor of St. Ann, Curacoa, July 21, 1822. 

Sir: I have received from the master of the American schooner Antelope, a communication of which 
a copy is herewith transmitted to you. From this statement it appears that a very serious injury has 
been done by you to the rights and property of citizens of the United States, by the capture and subse- 
quent condemnation of an American vessel and cargo, pursuing a lawful commerce; but it is hoped that 
more just reasons will be exhibited on your part for the course pursued, than those stated in the commu- 
nication referred to. 

I have received information that the American vessels named underneath, have been carried into 
Porto Cabello, and there condemned, under the pretext of a breach of blockade of the coast and harbors 
of the Spanish main. In consequence, thereof, it becomes my duty to demand from you the release of all 
vessels and property so seized, and further to state, that the United States cannot recognize such a sys- 
tem of blockade, to the manifest injury of their commerce, where the force of Spain is so evidently inade- 
quate to its fulfillment. 

Iam, &c., &c., JAMES RAMAGE., 


To Capt. Lasorpe, commanding H. C. M. Frigate Ligera, Curacoa. 
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Statement of Arthur Edgerton, mate of the brig General Andrew Jackson. 


Arthur Edgerton, mate of the brig General Andrew Jackson, taken by the privateer General Pereira, 
on the 22d July, states, as nigh as he can remember, the log book being taken from him, Capt. Langdon and 
the cook were sent in the brig to Ponce, and the mate and men were taken on board the privateer, having 
been robbed of every article of clothing, except what they had at the time on their backs. The men had 
recently left the United States, and had each a new suit of good clothes, many of which can, at most 
hours, be seen at this place, worn by the crew of the privateer in public. Except being robbed of cloth- 
ing, knives, razors, &c., were well treated on board the privateer, where they remained about seventeen 
days—were then put into the puntilla (prison) without food, until the afternoon of the third day. The 
keeper of the prison observing the wants of these men, sent word to the captain of the privateer, ‘ that 
he must furnish them daily with food, or he would be punished;” which was complied with. 





Captain Spence to the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting correspondence with the Governor ef Porto Rico, 
marked to G, inclusive. 
U.S. Sup Cyane, St. John’s, Porto Rico, September 3, 1822. 

Sir: After a passage of twenty-five days from the Chesapeake, during -which we experienced an 
alternation of calms and head winds, T anchored in this harbor, 1 found no small excitement existing, 
produced by the capture of the Pancheta, The presence of a ship of our force was perhaps seasonable; 
and possibly may have been the means of preventing unpleasant consequences to the Americans here, 
Before T could enter upon the business specially delegated, | was informed of the imprisonment of several 
citizens of the United States, taken from the brig General Jackson, captured and sent into Ponce. As 
no American ought to be restrained of his liberty, in any quarter of the world, one hour, without just 
‘cause, 1 addressed his excellency Doi’ Francisco Gonzalez de Linarez, demanding their release. My 
letter, marked A, is herewith transmitted. The men being liberated, I felt myself at liberty to enter 
upon the execution of my instructions, and immediately addressed him upon the subject of the capture of 
American vessels by privateers out of the Island of Porto Rico. A copy of my letter, marked B, is here- 
with enclosed. On the 27th ult. I addressed to his excellency letter C, annexing memorandum No. 1, 
being a list of vessels sent into the different ports of the island, for adjudication, On the 28th I received 
from his excellency a reply to my representations, which is herewith transmitted, with other subsequent 
communications from him. I then addressed to him letter D, with copies of the accompanying docu- 
ments, 2, 8 and 4. 

Some of the circumstances of the capture of the Pancheta being known, for the purpose of prevent- 
ing the ill effects of distorted and prejudiced representations, and to allay the sensations of which his 
excellency speaks, I addressed to him, on that subject, letter marked E; receiving several reiterative 
communications, of which I obtained but very imperfect translations. I replied with letter marked F, 
and came to the consummation of the duty confided to me in letter G, and I trust, in the declarations 
there made, I have neither gone beyond the letter or spirit of my instructions; having been influenced 
throughout the whole correspondence, by a strong desire to discharge a delicate trust with becoming 
graciousness; and, while making known the sentiments of the American people, and the determination 
of my government, to conciliate, by a friendly style and manner, the good feelings of those in authority, 
all of whom are men of high standing, and justly estimable. I hope my remarks on the laws of blockade 
will be considered by yourself and the President pertinent and proper. I believe I conceived your views 
on that subject. It cannot, however, be expected that an officer who embarked at the age of eleven on 
an clement where the accomplishments of a scholar are not required, should shine in a correspondence of 
a diplomatic cast; especially when depending wholly on his own feeble capacity. What I have written 
on this occasion, has been with a heart glowing with American feclings, with an enthusiastic admiration 
of our laws, institutions, and great men; if, therefore, a little egotism should occasionally appear, I 
plead this in extenuation. 

The hospitality of the port has been freely and fully extended to my ship, and the personal attentions 
of those in authority have been gratifying to me and iny officers. To a system of privateering they are 
opposed; and the governor will do all in his power to discourage its continuance. Indemnification for 
the past, I fear, we shall have to look for to the treasury of Spain. 

I shall be active in attending to everything in which the interest of our commerce is concerned; and 
shall endeaver to sustain the American character by a manner gentle, yet firm—taking on myself no 
responsibility, keeping constantly in eye the reciprocal rights of nations, and your instructions. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT TRAIL SPENCE, 


P. S.—I shall leave these seas the last of October for Africa. 
The Hon. Svirn Thompson, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


A. 
Unitep States Smip Crane, St. John’s, Porto Rico, August 26, 1822. 

Sm: Instrueted to proceed to Porto Rico, to communicate with your excelleney, in relation to the 
infringement of American rights, by vessels fitted out at different ports of this island, | had scarcely 
anchored with this ship, ere I learned that several citizens of the United States (after experiencing the 
inost brutal treatment from a gang of desperadoes, belonging to an armed schooner, now in, and said to 
be of this place, ) have been imprisoned, and are at present in confinement. 

These American citizens, | understand, were taken from the brig Andrew Jackson, while peaceably 
pursuing their vocation on the high seas, under the flag of the United States. 
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So gross a violation of the usages of all civilized nations is calculated to excite universal abhorrence; 
and the just indignation I am persui raded your excellency must feel on being informed of such an atrocious 
act, renders. it only necessary that it should come to the knowledge of your exccllency, to cause the 
immediate release of said citizens, and the prompt and salutary punishment of those eshte of the 
laws of nations and humanity. 

With most perfect consideration, &c., ROBERT T. SPENCE, 


His excellency Francisco GoxzaLez pe Lixarez, Governor of Porto Rico, 





B. 
Unirep States Sute Cyane, Porto Rico, August 27, 1822. 

Sim: Tam directed to call the attention of your excellency to the capture and detention, by priva- 
teers fitted out from this island, of several American merchant vessels, while pursuing a lawful commerce 
during a time when the United States enjoy profound peace with all nations. 

Your excellency will readily perceive, that under such circumstances, the violation of American 
rights here complained of, calls for a speedy interposition of justice and authority. Justice, that a resti- 
tution of these captures may be made; and authority, to prevent a repetition of similar outrages. 

I will, as soon as possible, transmit to your excellency the names of the vessels to which this 
complaint refers, with a statement of the circumstances attending their ¢ capture ; confidently believing 
that your excellency will adopt, as early as possible, such measures as shall, in your wisdom, be de emed 
sufficient to arrest these depredations, which, in some cases, can be viewed inno other light thaa piratical. 

The flag of the United States, floating in every ocean, gurantees protection to all who lawfully sail 
under it; the invasion of rights identified with this flag, it would neither be honorable, wise, nor expe- 
pient to permit; and that trade to which, as a neutral, the Unite. States have claim uninterruptedly to 
pursue, cannot be molested. 

The American commerce, second to none for magnitude, enterprise, and fair dealing, must, to insure a 
continuance of these constituent features, be preserved inviolate; and the protection necessary to effect 
this object, the government of the United States is determined to afford, whether in the seas of the 
Mediterranean, Pacific, or Caribbean, where outrages, tending to degrade the flag under which they are 
committed, are daily occurring; these, as far as they shall come under the cognizance of your excellency, 
I am persuaded will be restrained and prevented. 

The amicable and friendly footing, on which Spain and the United States are at this time, convinces 
me, that nothing more than a proper representation of these facts is required, to call the subject-matter 
to the immediate attention of your excellency. 


Fully believing this, I have the honor to remain, &c., ROBERT T. SPENCE, 


Ilis excellency Don Francisco Gonzatez DE Linarez, Governor of Porto Rico, 


Usiren States Sure Cyane, St. John’s, Porto Rico, August 28, 1822. 

Sir: Having informed your excellency that T have been instructed to proceed to this place, to com- 
municate with your excellency on the subject of captures made by privateers, fitted out of this island, of 
American vessels, while pursuing, in time of peace, a lawful trade, T now have the honor to transmit a 
memorandum, embracing the names of these vessels, and the circumstances attending their seizure. 

It appears that some of these vessels have been sent in, and after a grievous detention, declared to 
be a “bad prize; subject, however, to pay all the costs of suit, and one-third of the expenses of the pri- 
vateer, 

To one as profound in all matters of law and equity as your excelleney, this must appear a strange 
proceeding; a proceeding, calling, with much emphasis, for the interposition of your excellency’s autho- 
rity, to remedy evils bearing a character calculated to diminish the high respect heretofore entertained by 
the world, for the equitable decisions of Spanish courts. 

A pretended violation of blockade, it appears, is the pretext for sending into the ports of this island, 
vessels navigating the sea under the American flag. The whole, therefore, may be resolved into two 
descriptions of cases: The first, comprising vessels seized and again released as “bad prizes,” paying the 
whole of the costs of trial, and a portion of the expenses of the privateer. 

The principles of equity applicable to such cases are too simple to require exposition. The innocent 
are not to pay the penalty of another's euilt or imprudence. If an American is interrupted in her voyage, 
captured and vexationsly detained, until a judicial investigation determines her to be a “bad prize,” it 
scems to me self-evident, that all costs of the suit should be paid by the captors, in whom the wrong is; 
add to this, that proper damages should be levied on the aggressor, that the sufferer may be fairly indem- 
nified, and the “ privateersman” be restrained in future by a fear of being, in all similar cases, called upon 
to make good the injury resulting from his wantonness. Without sucha check, what is there to limit the 
mischief done | yy men of this order, who, stealing from their dens and lurking places, pollute the ocean 
with the blood of defenceless sailors, and gorge their cupidity with the spoils of plunder and ravage? 

The good of every nation, and the honor of some, require that so foul a system should be made to 
cease, that every navigable sea may be rendered safe to the honest efforts of enterprise. 

The second description of cases to which [ wish to call the immediate attention of your excellency, 
are those vessels sent in under a pretext of attempting to enter a blockaded port. The pacific policy 
uniformily pursued by the government of the United States, the just and liberal principles by which it 
has been governed through all its various struggles, to*treat all nations as friends, and, especially, to be 
on the most friendly footing with Spain, entitle the citizens of America to the privilege of navigating the 
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seas, without molestation on pretexts so flimsy as those of violating a ‘‘ blockade” which has never 
existed de facto. 

It is well understood that a blockade, to carry with it the penalty of forfeiture, must be conformable 
to the established opinions of those distinguished civilians who have fully and ably expounded this sub- 
ject. 

In the first place it must be practicable; it must be defined within limits commensurate with the 
ability; a stationary force must intervene; the vessel entering must be warned off; these, and other 
qualifications are essential to constitute a blockade, as now understood by the President of the United 
States and other great statesmen. If, then, such is the form and nature of a blockade; if the constant 
presence of a stationary squadron, adequate to the purpose of intercepting all vessels, is indispensable; 
how is it that a whole coast, without any definite limit, should be under the ban of interdiction, without 
any visible foree, consequently without the first requisite of a blockade? 

While such pretexts for spoliation exist, and the commerce of the United States is thus devastated, 
the relations of love and friendship now existing between the two nations must be shaken, and a state 
of things produced such as 1am persuaded your excellency will feel desirous to avert. 

I trust I shall be excused these remarks, made to one by whom the principles of ‘ blockade” are 

fully understood, and whose experience is such as to render the application of them in all cases just and 
proper. 
It will readily oecur to the wisdom and justice of your excellency that injuries sustained by Ameri- 
can citizens from illegal seizure and detention, carry with’ them a fair claim to indemnity; and that where 
there has been a manifest partiality in the courts deciding on some of the cases presented for your con- 
sideration, that the arm of authority should be extended to remedy, and to require more equitable deci- 
sions. In these cases it is hoped and expected that your excellency will direct a revisal of the proceedings 
of subordinate tribunals, that such of the citizens of the United States as have suffered by them may be 
immediately made whole in their property, and receive damages for unjustifiable detention. 

Your excelleney, influenced by high and honorable motives, will doubtless see the propriety of ordering 
all American vessels now detained to be forthwith released, and the punishment of marauders who have 
tarnished the dignity of the Spanish character by acts of inhuman treatment to citizens of the United 
States; by the most flagrant outrages; by a prostration of all the usages of civilized society; thereby 
bringing the commercial world into a state truly to be deplored, tending to arm man against his brother 
man, and to make safety nowhere but in strength and habitual hostility. 

Submitting this application to the early attention of your excellency, and calling upon your excel- 
lency immediately to interpose your authority to prevent a continuance of these causes of just complaint, 
and confidently believing that your love of justice, order and humanity will impel you promptly to meet 
the wishes of my government on this subject. 

I remain, with the most perfect consideration, your excellency’s obedient servant, 
ROBERT T, SPENCE. 


His excellency Don Francisco Gonza.ez dE Linarez, Governor of Porto Rico. 





List of American vessels captured by Spanish privateers, and sent into the different ports of Porto Rico. 


Barque American, Emery, master, of Kennebunk. This vessel was sent into Cape Roxo, by the 
Spanish felucca La Carmen, tried, and declared a bad prize, but sentenced to pay all costs of the trial, 
and one-third of the charges of the privateer for her detention; and was compelled, in consequence, to 
sell her cargo at a great sacrifice. 

Brig Sam, of Portland, Crowell, master. This vessel was sent into Cape Roxo by the same privateer, 
and it is understood that she is still detained, 

Brig Bliss, of Baltimore, Dungan, master, This vessel was sent into Cape Roxo by the same privateer, 
and after a vexatious detention was suffered to proceed, paying all the costs of trial, and one-third of the 
expenses of the privateer. 

Brig Elizabeth, of Georgetown, West, master. This vessel was sent into Aguadilla by the privateer 
General Pereira, for trading to a blockaded port. 

Brig General Jackson, of New York, Langdon, master, captured and sent into Ponce, by the schooner 
General Pereira, at which place she is now detained; and part of her crew, after very inhuman treatment, 
imprisoned at this place. 


dD, 


Usirep States Suir Cyavxe, St. John’s, Porto Rico, August 29, 1822. 

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s letter of the 27th instant, (a 
translation T have but this moment been able to obtain,) in which you refer me to a communication made 
to Mr. Lord, the commercial agent, in reply to an application made the day previous to my arrival, for the 
release of the crew of the brig Andrew Jackson. The sentiments and expressions of your excellency in 
relation to this outrage are duly appreciated, 1 felt persuaded that the harsh and illegal imprisonment 
of unoffending American citizens could not have come to the knowledge of your excellency; and there 
are other outrages of similar character not yet known, Iam convinced, to the high authorities of Porto 
Rico, ; 

I beg leave to enclose you a copy of a letter from the government interpreter at Ponce, into which 
place the brig Andrew Jackson was taken, This is a representation from a Spanish functionary, and 
your excellency, I doubt not, will agree with me, that if the facts there stated are true, there is no other 
appellation by which I could designate the perpetrators of such inhuman severity, save that of ‘ despe- 
radoes;” men restrained by none of the gentle obligations of humanity. 
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It is a fact, notoriously known, that the crew of the ‘ Andrew Jackson,” illegally and harshly confined 
at the time of my writing to you, had been previously robbed of everything save the clothes they had on 
at the time of entering the prison; their jack knives were even cut from their laniards! If to men who 
can thus act, who can divest a defenceless “ American tar’? of everything, even to his wearing apparel, 
I could apply any other distinguishing name than that of “robber,” I confess to your excellency I should 
have selected a milder epithet. 

A glance at the history of the past, displays, in the Spanish character, the principles and high senti- 
ments of which you speak; the island before us bears full testimony of their cnterprise and greatness. 
It was to those sentiments and principles I appealed, when T requested your early attention to proceeding's 
calculated to sully that dignity of which every ‘‘ Spaniard ” is justly proud. 

The capture of the Pancheta by a vessel of war of the United States was entirely unknown to me 
on my arrivalat St. John’s; but, I can confidently assure your excellency, that you have been misinformed 
as to some of the circumstances attending it. | have understood that the privateer Pancheta has been of 
considerable annoyance to our commerce in these seas, and that, falling in with the United States 
schooner Grampus, fired into her. The consequences that would result from such an act, may be 
conceived by your excellency. 

The instructions given to officers of the American navy are such as to render it impossible that they 
ean be the aggressors—and the feelings that have characterized them, will always ensure, in these 
unhappy rencounters, humanity and tenderness. 

Vessels have formerly been sent into ports of the United States on apparent good grounds, such as 
attempts on our commerce; but, in all instances in which cause for condemnation did not appear, heavy 
damages were awarded, and the sufferers made more than whole in their property. Retribution is there 
always at hand. 

In the case of the Pancheta, I bee leave to assure your exccellency, there must have been great cause 
for the course pursued, As to the indignity offered to the flag, your excellency, I trust, is misinformed; 
for no officer in the navy dare stand before the tribunal of the American people, justly charged with 
having violated the best constituents of the American character—magnanimity and knightly generosity. 

This unfortunate occurrence has grown out of the necessity of sending an armed force to these seas, 
for the purpose of cConvoying our vessels, and of guarding them against the violence that has been com- 
mitted upon them by privateers infesting the ocean for the purposes of plunder. If, in the execution of 
this duty, rendered necessary by the state of things, calamities unavoidably occur, they must, doubtless, 
be deplored by the lovers of peace and concord, but cannot be chargeable to us as voluntary acts, 

It is an indisputable fact, although not known to your excellency, that the captain’s and mate’s 
trunks of the American brig Sam, captured and taken into Cape Roxo, were broken open, while himself 
and crew were on board the privateer, and four hundred and twenty Spanish dollars taken from = them; 
also one trunk of Madras handkerchiefs and other merchandise, These are transactions unknown to your 
excellency, having taken place prior to your excellency’s arrival—they are the acts of privateersmen, 
from which it would be absurd to infer the character of a wise and liberal nation, like that of Spain. 

Seeing the evils that result from the course pursued by privateers out of this island, T call upon your 
excellency, in the name of humanity, and of that benign policy which has marked the course of our politi- 
cal career, to place such checks and restraints upon their proceedings as will, in future, secure the 
American commerce from interruption, and those vexatious seizures of which the citizens of the United 
States justly complain. 

These complaints, resting on the foundation of wrongs of an aggravated nature, which cannot be 
justified by any previous aggressions of American citizens, convince me that they will not be sanctioned 
hy one of your excellency’s liberal and comprehensive views. 

Confident of this, I feel much satisfaction in complying with that part of my instructions which 
requires me to learn from your excellency how far privateers fitted out of this island are authorized to 
capture and bring in for adjudication, the vessels of the United States pursuing a lawful commerce. 
Information on this head will serve to explain fully the footing on which our maritime relations rest in 
this quarter. 

Be pleased to accept my best wishes for the health and happiness of your excellency, and believe me, 
with the most perfect consideration, 

Your excellency’s obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. SPENCE, Captain U.S. Navy. 


P. S.—I also enclose a copy of a letter, from the master of the brig General Andrew Jackson, relative 
to his treatment from the crew of the Spanish privateer General Pereira. 


His exccllency Don Fraxctsco Gonzatez pe Linxarez, Governor of Porto Rico, &e., &e., &e. 


U.S. Simp Cyane, St. John's, P. R., August 30, 1822. 

Sir: Since the receipt of your letter, alluding to the capture of the Pancheta, some of the cirenm- 
stances attending it have come to my knowledge. 

It appears that this privateer has been for a considerable time engaged in intercepting our vessels, 
frequently boarding them, and exercising an intolerable inquisition, vexatious of themselves, sufficient to 
call for a remedy, but would not have occasioned any offensive measures on the part of American cruisers, 
The instructions given to our commanders confine their discretionary powers within limits too cireum- 
scribed to admit of their being led to an act of indiscretion. They are imperatively commanded to do 
nothing that can tend to interrupt the harmony existing between the United States and other powers, 
whose maritime rights have ever been respected, and never designedly infringed, 

The immediate cause of the Pancheta’s capture was her having been guilty of several recent acts of 
plunder, and her having, but a short while previously to her “mishap,” taken a number of articles from 
an American trader, to which the captain and crew made oath. If these facts are as represented, and I 
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am induced to think they will be incontrovertibly established, they certainly must be denominated acts of 
piracy committed upon the citizens of the United States, who have been made to suffer, in their property 
and feelings, by these and similar outrages. Add to these causes, on being hailed, she fired into the 
United States schooner Grampus. What armed vessel could expect to fire at an American ship of war 
with impunity? 

These circumstances, when the affair shall be judicially investigated, Iam inclined to think will be 
found substantially correct; if otherwise, there is an equity in the government and laws of the United 
States that never was appealed to invain. There is a sentiment of honor and generosity in the American 
people that will sustain the injured, be he friend or foe—that will redress wrongs with “even-handed 
justice.” 

I have deemed it proper to make this statement, with a view to allay the sensations of which your 
excellency speaks, as having been excited by this transaction; sensations I have had occasion myself to 
experience, with the additional aggravation of knowing that the authors of them, lurking in obscurity, 
were sheltered from personal amenability; while, in the present case, your excellency must feel an assur- 
ance that the standing of the active officer in command of the Grampus, as well as the magnitude of the 
affair, are such as to pass them in review of the whole American people—-a never-erring ordeal; that laws, 
and not individuals, will decide as to the criminality of the cruise of the Pancheta, and will determine 
how far that officer was justifiable in arresting her depredatory excursions. 

American cruisers have been sent to these seas to protect our trade; there existed a crying cause— 
the means of mischief were accumulating—impunity had produced audacity; and the ocean washing the 
shores of these islands, which the interest of the world requires should be unprofaned by the path of the 
plunderer, had become the theatre of outrage and rapine, American citizens had suffered in their pro- 
perty and sacred persons. ‘To remedy these evils, our officers will be active, vigilant, and unweary; 
producing, by their conduct, a conviction that when acts are perpetrated, such as the Pancheta is charged 
with having committed, there is no escape. There must be safety in peace, or its best objects are 
defeated; there must be security on the great ‘ thoroughfare” of all nations, otherwise its best purposes 
are perverted, 

Persuaded that your excellency will not consider this as unreasonable, and that you will see the 
consequences I have pointed out as the inevitable result of causes herein set forth, 

I remain, with the most perfect consideration, your excellency’s obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. SPENCE, Captain in the Navy. 
Ilis excellency Don Francisco GonzaLrz dE Lin arez, 
Governor of Porto Rico, &e., &e. 


F, 


U.S. Sup Cyane, St. John’s, Porto Rico, September 1, 1822. 

Sir: Your letters of the 28th and 31st ultimo, in answer to several communications from me, have 
been duly received—translations of which, I have but this moment been able to obtain. 

In relation to the capture of the Pancheta, I beg permission to repeat, that it must be considered as 
a disaster growing out of the unjustifiable conduct of her crew, and as one of the retributive results of an 
abuse of her cruising license. 

We require that our lawful commerce shall be unmolested; that our vessels shall not, from frivolous 
‘auses, and on pretexts of which every privateersman constitutes himself a judge, be intercepted, and 
subjected to inquisitorial scrutiny, and American citizens made to incur intolerable inconvenience and 
expense. Evils like these have a remedy, which the most forbearing would not expect should remain 
dormant. 

Tam convinced your excellency has been incorrectly informed as to the treatment of the crew of 
the Pancheta, which you represent as cruel and unmercifully harsh. The officer commanding the schooner 
Grampus is well known for his humane feeling, and J am persuaded that all practicable and proper mild- 
hess was exercised on the occasion. 

It is not to a discussion of the laws and principles of “blockade,” that I am desirous of calling your 
excellency’s attention—they are settled and established by the concurrent opinion of the wisest statesmen, 
and are no longer doubtful.“ Blockade” is not a mystical arcanum; it involves certain practical rules, 
amply explained, and, I am persuaded, well and fully understood by your excellency. 

It was to invite a just application to these principles, according to the acknowledged usages of the 
age, that I was led to preseut the subject to your excellency’s attention, thereby to prevent the seizure of 
our vessels, and to do away a pretext, often alleged, for sending them in for adjudication. 

It was presumed that your excellency’s powers extended to the correction of evils, existing within 
the range of your authority; that you had the means of checking the licentiousness of privateering; and 
that, seeing the pernicious effects of it, you would feel every disposition to shield the commerce of the 

United States, by the interposition of seasonable restraints, 
While I feel confident that your excellency will adopt, with promptitude, measures calculated to 
ascertain the extent of the grievances set forth in my communication of the 28th ultimo, I must beg leave 
again to repeat the expression of my hope and expectation, that you will cause all American vessels, now 
illegally detained in the ports of this island, forthwith to be released, and equitable damages awarded 
such of the citizens of the United States as have suffered, either in property or person. 

The well known character of your excellency, for wisdom and justice, inclines me to believe that 
these expectations will appear reasonable and right, and that they will be fully and satisfactorily realized by 

Your excellency’s obedient servant, 





ROBERT T. SPENCE, Captain in the Navy. 
His excellency Don Francisco Goxzavez DE LINAREZ, 
Governor of Porto Rico, &e., &e. 
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U.S. Snip Cyane, St. John’s, Porto Rico, September 3, 1822. 

Sin: I have had the honor to receive several communications from your excellency, in reply to letters 
addressed to you on subjects of very considerable moment. 

Your professions of respect for the laws of nations, and your determination of making them, and the 
laws of the “ constitutional monarchy of Spain,” your guides, and the intention you express of inquiring 
into the matters set forth in my official representations, &e., &e., are all properly appreciated, and will, 
doubtless, prove highly efficacious. The laws of Spain, no doubt, are all which the accumulated expe- 
rience of ages, and the united wisdom of sage men cai make them; and, if administered by one of your 
excellency’s impartiality, would, | am persuaded, afford no good cause of complaint. 

I had the honor, a few days since, to present, for the consideration of your excellency, some of the 
proceedings and decisions of the constituted tribunals of the island; whether such are just or legal, 
your excellency can decide—to me they seem novel and extraordinary; and, with a knowledge of some 
of the minor circumstances attending those vexatious trials, I cannot refrain from saying they appear 





strange. 

] am sure your excellency will deem it due to the dignity of the ‘constitutional monarchy ” 
sent, to cause American citizens to be indemnified for the loss sustained by such adjudications as your 
excellency has been invited to investigate. It is but right and just to expect -this of the laws of Spain; 
and while I indulge a belief that such will be the course pursued, I am led to call your attention to the 
policy of doing away all future occasion of dissatisfaction, by rendering the owners, or captains, of the 
privateers out of Porto Rico, more accountable. 

In my letter of the 29th ultimo, 1 requested that your excellency would do me the honor to state how 
far these privateers are authorized by the authorities of the island to capture, and bring in for adjudica- 
tion, vessels of the United States engaged in the pursuit of a lawful commerce. This information your 
excellency has not thought proper to afford. 

From the facility with which these small privateers are fitted out, and from the description of persons 
on board some of them, it has occurred to me that they are not made to enter into penal bond to restrain, 
and produce responsibility, for the excesses they may commit, but are left to cruise “ad libitum.” Under 


you repre- 


such circumstances, transgressions are inevitable, 

It is against the aggressions of such vessels, I remonstrate—protesting against the improper privi- 
lege they have exercised, of intercepting and detaining, on the high seas, vessels of the United States 
engaged in a lawful trade. And it becomes necessary for me to inform your excellency, and wish it 
should be known to all whom it may concern, that, with a view to prevent, as far as practicable, a state 
of things fraught with mischief and abuse; to guard against a maritime anarchy, to which the commerce 
of the United States cannot be subjected; to secure to its citizens safety, and to its flag the benefits of 
peace and neutrality; and to preserve the harmony my government is desirous should exist between the 
two nations; I shall, as far as possible, give convey to American vessels navigating these seas, and shall 
forbid, and prevent, any interruption or detention by any privatcer or armed vessel, and shall feel it 
incumbent on me to treat as an enemy, and send to the United States, any privateer, or armed vessel, 
that shall cause hindrance to the lawful voyage of an American vessel, or shall be found violating the 
flay of the United States, and the laws of nations. 

Satistied that your excellency wil look upon this course of conduct as moderate, and unavoidable, I 
remain ‘ 

Your excellency’s very obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. SPENCE, Captain in the Navy. 


His excellency Don Frayctsco GoxzaLez DE Lixarez, Governor of Porto Rico, 


[Translation. ] 
Don Fr, Gonzs. de Linarez to Captain Spence. 

Sir: On the receipt of your official letter, informing me, generally, of the depredations and excesses 

committed by the Spanish privateers of this island, upon the vessels of the United States, as I was 
informed, and in particular, upon the brigantine General Andrew Jackson, by the Pereira, I resolved to 
take the first care with respect to the last, by the information of an individual of that nation, Mr. Judah 
Lord. 
My answers to this gentleman showed him my surprise, and the just indignation which so unlawful 
a transgression of the law of nations had excited in this government; the precautions which it took to 
prove its truth; and the justice which animated it to punish the crime with all the rigor of the Spanish 
laws; laws capable of themselves of what he, on his part, can desire. 

The same, therefore, that I said to Mr. Lord I repeat to you; animated with the same principles and 
sentiments which govern the conduct of the supreme government of the Spanish nation, and which form 
its character, acknowledged by all the nations of the earth. 

But Tam certain that you have not been well informed regarding the destruction and spoliations gene- 
rally committed upon all American vessels. I have the most repeated proofs of the regular conduct of the 
Spanish privateers towards these vessels, which they have examined and respected in very considerable 
numbers, showing to the world that they are not desperadoes, because they know not what it means, nor 
thieves because they are Spaniards. 

Would to God that some vessels of the military marine of the United States had observed towards 
Spanish vessels, and towards the national military flag, a conduct so regular! [am certain that there 
would not have been the disagreeable sensations which now exist from it. 

When I speak to you, sir, in this manner, I do it with respect to the scandalous attack made by the 
United States schooner-of-war the Grampus, upon the Spanish privateer the Palmyra, which she attacked 
in the midst of peace, killed and wounded several of her crew, treated with indignity the Spanish flag, 
confined in chains the greater part of her crew, and that at the very moment when an ofticer was about 
going on board of her to present her papers, and to comply with the law of nations. 














1825. ] PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL. 201 








You will perhaps be informed of this attack, seldom seen in the history of civilized nations; and no 
doubt if you have been so with truth, as I am, you will have had the same horror and disgust; because it 
is impossible otherwise to consider the most sacred conventions trampled upon, and the majesty of a 
nation insulted; of a nation which has always preserved her rights, and which, oftener than once, has 
given public proofs of her constancy, and of her never having been offended with impunity. 

For my part, with respect to this event, I do nothing else but point it out to you as a particular 
piece of news, because its decision belongs to the supreme government of both nations. As a functionary 
of mine, I will not depart from the path which it has pointed out to me; justice shall always be my 
guide. IT shall respect the laws of nations; and I shall punish, with the laws in my hand, such Spanish 
subjects as shall transgress their duties 


God preserve you many years. FR. GONZ. DE LINAREZ, 


Porto Rico, August 27, 1822. 





[Translation.] 


Don Francisco Gonzalez de Linarez to Captain Spence. 
Porto Rico, August 28, 1822. 

Sir: [have just seen your official letter of yesterday, relative to the depredations which are said to 
have been committed by Spanish privateers against the vessels of the United States. 

As this communication is substantially the same as the former, it appears only necessary to repeat 
my yesterday’s answer; but, wishing to give you new proofs of the justice and good faith of the Spanish 
government, I will enter into new explanations. 

T am persuaded that the armed privateers of this island have not committed, upon the vessels of the 
United States, the scandalous crimes with which your personal concern has been raised, or a mistake has 
entered into your mind. They have been examined by many, and have, without the least injury, con- 
tinued their voyages; and doubtless, in a short time, you will be convinced of a truth so notorious. 

] only speak of the privateers armed in this island, and am very far from making an apology for 
those that have been armed in other provinces, because I am ignorant of their conduct; and although it 
may have been criminal in this manner, it belongs not to my authority to punish them. 

But if it is very strange that, even when there were some trifling excesses, energetical remonstrances 
were made for them; and the attack of the American schooner Grampus has been passed over in silence, 
or considered as a circumstance of no moment, in which the particular circumstance occurred of her 
belonging to the navy of the United States; what comparison can ever exist between the detention of a 
vessel, and even committing some pitiful and contemptible depredation (if such has been done), and the 
attack of the other, to destroy her in a perfidious manner, to cause the death, and imprisonment of the 
crews in chains; and what is more, insulting and trampling upon the Spanish military flag? Who ever 
so openly violated the maritime law of nations? And who, after sucha violation, will attempt to declaim 
against injuries either imaginary or immensely less? 

In fine, the peace between two nations, as Spain and that to which you belong, sir, is a blessing for 
the preservation of which I am ready to become a sacrifice; therefore I do not hesitate to assure you that 
the laws will be enforced in as far as they have been transgressed; and therefore I consider myself enti- 
tled to require the same frankness and consideration from you, notwithstanding my having explained 
myse'f so rudely; because our respective governments will do what they think proper, and will do what 
is most just for the well being of their people. 

God preserve you many years. 


FR. GONZALEZ DE LINAREZ. 





No. 3. 
(Translation. ] 
Don Francisco Gonzalez de Linarez to Captain Spence. 
Porto Rico, August 31, 1822. 


Sir: T have the honor to answer the note which you were pleased to address to me, under date of 
88th instant, relative to the indemnification which ought to be made to the American vessels detained by 
privateers of this island, and condemned to pay costs, after being declared innocent by the courts of 
justice; and, also, relative to the nullity and illegality of the blockade declared against the ports of 
Terra Firma, for the reasons which you are pleased to give as your opinion. 

The principles established by the maritime law of civilized nations are not unknown to me, nor the 
causes which have influenced the declaration of blockade against the ports occupied by the insurgents; 
nor even the maritime military foree by which this declaration can be, and has been supported; yet, as 
on one hand my authority, being circumscribed to a province at a distance from those places, has no influ- 
ence, nor can have, in any official acts; and, on the other, subjects of this nature belong, by their character, 
to the examination and decision of the supreme governments of the nations, it is my duty to avoid all 
interference in them, and to confine myself to the circle of my functions, 

I have before me the note which you were pleased to enclose to me in your said official letter, 
containing the vessels detained, with the circumstances in which they have been, and the consequences 
which have ensued. [owe it to the justice, to the unalterableness of my principles, and to the rectitude 
of the government which I represent, to declare to you that I shall take all the provisions within my 
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power to elicit the truth of what has occurred with respect to the detained vessels, repeating that you 
may rest assured that the laws of the kingdom shall judge and decide upon them, without the possibility 
of any alteration in their legitimate application. Neither partiality nor personal interest, nor the pas- 
sions, shall have any voice or take any part in the decisions; the law shall dictate, and all (I the first) 
shall submit. to it. 

God preserve you many years. 


FRANCIS GONZALEZ DE LINAREZ. 





No. 4. 
[Translation.] 
Don Francisco Gonzales de Linarez to Captain Spence. 


Sir: I have just received the translation of your official note of the 29th ult., and which is an ansaver 
to mine of the 27th, containing, also, the former acknowledgment of the letter of the interpreter de Ponce, 
which was communicated to me by Mr. Lord, a citizen of the United States; and now recently of the 
declaration of Mr. Arthur Edgerton, mate of the brig Andrew Jackson, in which I have had the pleasure 
of reading that he and his companions, detained on board the privateer, had been well treated. 

You will be pleased, sir, to let me know the things which have been plundered from the detained 
vessel, and claim the damages which have ensued on her detention. I have taken all the measures which 
were in my power, for eliciting the truth of the facts, in the manner provided by the laws of Spain; and 
when, according to them, the delinquents are tried and convicted, they shall be punished; then the tribu- 
nals established by the constitutional law of the monarchy will take cognizance, to which the power of 
and applying the laws, is exclusively granted—principles from which it is impossible for me to 


judging 
as it is with respect to those which rule in the United States, for any functionary to deviate 


deviate, 
from them. 

You may rest assured, that, if the authorities appointed there to try crimes of this class, are inex- 
orable in their conduct, admitting nothing but law and justice, those which are in the territory of the 
constitutional monarchy of Spain, summoned for that purpose, will never yield in their principles of 
justice, and in the fulfillment of their duties. To them it belongs to try by the laws, and to apply them, 
and to the political government of the people to enforce the execution of the legal decisions of the judicial 
power, and to watch over the observance of the laws, by taking care that no one break them. 

God preserve you many years. 


FRANCISCO GONZALEZ DE LINAREZ. 
Porro Rico, September 1, 1822. 


[ Translation. ] 
Don Francisco Gonzalez de Linarez to Captain Spence. 


Six: Your official note of the 30th ult. has informed me of the intelligence which has reached you of 
the motives which the schooner Grampus had for the hard and unexpected treatment of the Spanish pri- 
vateer, the Palmyra. 

My former communications have shown you what my principles are, and what my conduct has been 
in this matter, as a faithful observer of the fundamental laws of the Spanish monarchy. The truth of 
what has happened in that capture, will be the result of a legal investigation, in which sinister informa- 
tions, which partiality or personal interest often dictate, have no part. When that shall have been elu- 
cidated in the way which the laws require, our supreme government will decide with justice what is 
proper. 

God preserve you many years. 
FRANCISCO GONZALEZ DE LINAREZ. 


Porto Rico, September 2, 1822. 


[Translation. ] 
Don Francisco Gonzalez de Linarez to Captain Spence, 


Sir: I have the honor to answer your official note of the Ist inst. Its object is—Ist The good con- 
duct of the schooner Grampus in the capture of the Pancheta; 2d. The necessity under which the govern- 
ment is of putting a stop to the operations and irregular conduct of the privateers towards American 
vessels; 3d. To procure the immediate liberation of those that may have been detained in the ports; 4th. 
Prompt indemnification for the losses they have sustained, 

On making the enumeration of these matters, I must call your attention to my former answers, 
because they have already been treated of in them implicitly and explicitly. Notwithstanding, I will 
repeat to you that the decision upon the justice or injustice, the validity or invalidity, the legality or 
illegality, of the blockade on the coast of Terra Firma, is beyond my authority; that the privateers are 
informed by the ordinances of their cruise of their respective obligations, for the transgression of which 
they will be responsible, and punished by the laws, in the same manner as in similar cases the privateers 
of the United States would be by the justice of the government, if they should transgress the limits which 
should be prescribed to them, but without this transgression they should not be responsible; lastly, that, 
by the political constitution of the Spanish monarchy, the functions of the judicial power are clearly 
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designated, the government being totally prohibited from being joined with them; and one of the great 
props of civil liberty consisting in this clear separation. To preserve interior tranquillity and security; 
to procure public prosperity; to maintain established order; to watch over the observance of the laws; to 
publish them; to cause the execution of the decisions of the courts of justice to be in all its parts an 
agent of the government—here, sir, you may see the circle of my functions. 

God preserve you many years. 

FRANCISCO GONZALEZ DE LINAREZ. 
Porro Rico, September 9, 1822. 





Extract of a letter from Captain Robert T. Spence, commander of the United States ship Cyane, to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, dated — 


Sr. Jouns, Porto Rico, September 5, 1822. 

Since my letter of the 3d instant, transmitting my correspondence, I have had a conversation with 
the governor, who begs me to be assured, that all he can do, shall be done to meet my wishes, in relation 
to the privateers fitted out of the island; that those already out were equipped before he assumed the 
government; that he is opposed to it, both in his private and public capacity; that future restraints shall 
be placed upon them; and that he will remedy all abuses, as far as he has the power. That the brig 
Andrew Jackson he had ordered to be set at liberty; that he should inquire into the cause of her deten- 
tion; and, unless good and. sufficient reasons can be given, he will take steps to cause the judge to be 
removed. In fine, that he will do his utmost to keep the laws of nations inviolate. That, upon the sub- 
ject of blockade he can do nothing; it was a question that must be settled between the two governments; 
the blockade had been declared by General Morillo, it was recognized, and the consequences of violating 
it were inevitable; over this question he had no control. 





List of the names and force of the privateers fitted out from the various ports of the Island of Porto Rico. 


Palomo—A full rigged brig, pierced for twenty guns, carries six guns (18-lb. carronades) has a com- 
plement of one hundred and thirty men. Fitted out from this port, and now on a cruise. 

Pancheta—An hermaphrodite brig, pierced for sixteen guns, carries ten to twelve guns, has a com- 
plement of one hundred and twenty men—captured by the Grampus. 

Schooner General Pereira—Pierced for sixteen guns; carries six to eight guns, and has a complement 
of eighty men; is fitted out from this place, and now in this port. 

Schooner Bruquena—Carries four guns and fifty to sixty men, fitted out from this port, and now on 
a cruise. 

Schooner Hora de la Mar—Fitted out from Foxardo, and now on a cruise; carries one gun and forty 
men. 

Flechera la Carmen—Fitted out from Porto Cabello; carries four guns, and a complement of fifty 
men. 

Besides the above, there are (I am informed) three or four other small privateers, from the different 
ports of this island, of the names and force of which I have no knowledge. 





Official communication from the Department to Commodore Porter. 


A. 
Navy Department, February 1, 1823. 

Sir: You have been appointed to the command of a squadron, fitted out under an act of Congress of 
the 20th of December last, to cruise in the West India seas and Gulf of Mexico, for the purpose of sup- 
pressing piracy, and affording effectual protection to the citizens and commerce of the United States. 
Your attention will also be extended to the suppression of the slave trade, according to the provisions of 
the several acts of Congress on that subject, copies of which, and of the instructions heretofore given to 
our naval commanders thereon, are herewith sent to you. While it is your duty to protect our commerce 
against all unlawful mterruption, and to guard the rights, both of person and property, of the citizens 
of the United States, wherever it shall become necessary, you will observe the utmost caution not to 
encroach upon the rights of others; and should you, at any time, be brought into discussion or collision 
with any foreign power, in relation to such rights, it will be expedient and proper that the same should 
be conducted with as much moderation and forbearance as is consistent with the honor of your country 
and the just claims of its citizens. Should you, in your cruise fall in with any foreign naval force, engaged 
in the suppression of piracy, it is desirable that harmony and a good understanding should be cultivated 
between you; and you will do everything on your part, that accords with the honor of the American flag, 
to promote this object. So soon as the vessels at Norfolk shall be ready for sea, you will proceed to the 
West Indies, by such route as you shall judge best for the purpose of effecting the cbject of your cruise. 
You will establish, at Thompson’s Island, usually called Key West, a depot, and land the ordnance and 
marines to protect the stores and provisions; if, however, you shall find any important objection to this 
place, and a more suitable and convenient one can be found, you are at liberty to select it as a depot. 

You will announce your arrival and object to the authorities, civil and military, of the Island of 
Cuba, and endeavor to obtain, as far as shall be practicable, their co-operation, or at least their favorable 
and friendly support, giving them the most unequivocal assurance, that your sole object is the destrue- 
tion of pirates. The system of piracy which has grown up in the West Indies, has obviously arisen 
from the war between Spain and the new governments, her late provinces, in this hemisphere, and from 
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the limited forces in the islands, and their sparse population, many portions of each being entirely unin- 
habited and desolate, to which the active authority of the government does not extend, It is understood 
that establishments have been made by parties of those banditti, in those uninhabited parts, to which 
they carry their plunder, and retreat in time of danger. It cannot be presumed that the government of 
any island will afford any protection or countenance to such robbers. It may, on the contrary, confidently 
be believed, that all governments, and particularly those most exposed, will afford all means in their 
power for their suppression, 

Pirates are considered, by the law of nations, the enemies of the human race. It is the duty of all 
nations to put them down; and none, who respect their own character or interest, will refuse to do it, 
much less afford them an asylum and protection, The nation that makes the greatest exertions to sup- 
press such banditti, has the greatest merit. In making such exertions, it has a right to the aid of every 
other power, to the extent of its means, and to the enjoyment, under its sanction, of all its rights in the 
pursuit of the object. 

In the case of belligerents, where the army of one party enters the territory of a neutral power, the 
army of the other has a right to follow it there. In the case of pirates, the right of the armed force of 
one power to follow them into the territory of another, is more complete. In regard to pirates, there is 
no neutral party; they being the enemies of the human race, all nations are partics against them, and 
may be considered as allies. The object and intention of our government is, to respect the feelings as 
well as the right of others, both in substance and in form, in all the measures which may be adopted to 
accomplish the end in view. Should, therefore, the crews of any vessels which you have seen engaged 
in acts of piracy, or which you have just cause to suspect of being of that character, retreat into the 
ports, harbors, or settled parts of the island, you may enter, in pursuit of them, such ports, harbors, and 
settled parts of the country, for the purpose of aiding the local authorities, or people, as the case may be, 
to seize and bring the offenders to justice, previously giving notice that this is your sole object. 

Where a government exists, and is felt, you will, in all instances, respect the local authorities, and 
only act in aid of, and co-operate with them; it being the exclusive purpose of the United States to 
suppress piracy, an object in which all nations are equally interested; and, in the accomplishment of 
which, the Spanish authorities and people will, it is presumed, cordially co-operate, with you. If, in the 
pursuit of pirates, found at sea, they shall retreat into the unsettled parts of the islands, or foreign terri- 
tory, you are at liberty to pursue them, so long only as there is reasonable prospect of being able to 
apprehend them; and in no case are you at liberty to pursue and apprehend any one, after having been 
forbidden so to do by competent authority of the local government, And, should you, on such pursuit, 
apprehend any pirates upon land, you will deliver them over to the proper authority, to be dealt with 
according to law, and you will furnish such evidence as shall be in your power, to prove the offence alleged 
against them. Should the local authorities refuse to receive and prosecute such persons, so apprehended, 
on your furnishing them with reasonable evidence of their guilt, you will then keep them, safely and 
securely, on board some of the vessels under your command, and report, without delay, to this Department, 
the particular circumstances of such cases. Great complaints are made of the interruption and injury to 
our commerce, by privateers fitted out from Spanish ports. You will endeavor to obtain, from the Spanish 
authorities, a list of the vessels so commissioned, and ascertain how far they have been instructed to 
intercept our trade with Mexico and the Columbian republic, impressing upon them, that, according to the 
well settled rule of the law of nations, the United States will not consider any portion of Coast upon the Gulf 
of Mexico as legally blockaded, except where a naval force is stationed, sufficient to carry into effect the 
blockading order or decree; and that this government does not admit the right or authority of Spain to 
interdict, or interrupt our commerce with any portion of the coast included within the Columbian republic 
or Mexican government, not actually blockaded by a competent force. 

All the United States ships and vessels of war in the West Indies, of which a list is herewith 
enclosed, are placed under your command, and you will distribute them to such stations as shall appear 
to you best calculated to afford complete protection to our commerce, in which you will embrace the 
object of protecting the convoy of specie from Vera Cruz, and the Mexican coast, generally, to the United 
States. Keep one vessel, at least, upon this service, to be at or near Vera Cruz during the healthy season 
of the year, and to be relieved as occasion shall require, both for the convoy of trade, and to bring specie 
to the United States, confining the transportation to the United States only. You will be particnlarly 
watchful to preserve the health of the officers and crews under your command, and to guard, in every 
possible manner, against the unhealthiness of the climate, not permitting any intercourse with the shore 
where the yellow fever prevails, except in cases of absolute necessity. Wishing you good health, and a 
successful cruise, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SMITH THOMPSON, 

Com. Davip Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Force, West Indies. 





LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES RELATIVE TO THE SLAVE TRADE. 
Resolution adopted by the House of Representatives, February 8th, 1823. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to enter upon and prosecute, from 
time to time, such negotiations, with the several maritime powers of Europe and America, as he may 
deem expedient for the effectual abolition of the African slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation as 
piracy, under the law of nations, by the consent of the civilized world. 





An act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the United States to any foreign place or country. 
[ Laws of the U. S., vol. 2, p. 388. ] 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 

Congress assembled, That no citizen or citizens of the United States, or foreigner, or any other person 
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coming into, or residing within the same, shall, for himself or any other person whatsoever, either as 
master, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, load, or otherwise to prepare any ship or vessel within any 
port or place of the said United States, nor shall cause any ship or vessel to sail from any port or place 
within the same, for the purpose of carrying on any trade or traflic in slaves, to any foreign country; or 
for the purpose of procuring, from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, the inhabitants of such king- 
dom, place, or country, to be transported to any foreign country, port, or place, whatever, to be sold or 
disposed of as slaves; and if any ship or vessel shall be so fitted out, as aforesaid, for the said purposes, 
or shall be caused to sail, so as aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, her tackle, furniture, apparel, and 
other appurtenances, shall be forfeited to the United States; and shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, 
and condemned, in any of the circuit courts or district court for the district, where the said ship or vessel 
may be found and seized. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That all and every person, so building, fitting out, equipping, load- 
ing, or otherwise preparing, or sending away, any ship or vessel, knowing, or intending that the same 
shall be employed in such trade or business, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, or any 
ways aiding or abetting therein, shall severally forfeit and pay the sum of two thousand dollars; one 
molety thereof to the use of the United States, and the other moiety thereof to the use of him or her who 
shall sue for and prosecute the same, 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the owner, master, or factor, of cach and every foreign ship 
or vessel, clearing out for any of the coasts or kingdoms of Africa, or suspected to be intended for the 
slave trade, and the suspicion being declared to the officer of the customs, by any citizen, on oath or 
affirmation, and such information being to the satisfaction of the said officer, shall first give bond, with 
sufficient sureties, to the Treasurer of the United States, that none of the natives of Africa, or any other 
foreign country or place, shall be taken on board the said ship or vessel, to be transported or sold as 
slaves, in any other foreign port or place whatever, within nine months thereafter. ; 

Sree. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any citizen or citizens of the United States shall, contrary 
to the true intent and meaning of this act, take on board, receive or transport any such persons, as above 
described in this act, for the purpose of selling them as slaves, as aforesaid, he or they shall forfeit and 
pay, for each and every person so received on board, transported, or sold as aforesaid, the sum of two 
hundred dollars, to be recovered in any court of the United States proper to try the same; and one moiety 
thereof to the use of the United States, and the other moiety to the use of such person or persons who 
shall sue for and prosecute the same. 


Approved March 22, 1794. 





An act in addition to the act entitled ‘“An act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the United 
States to any foreign place or country.” [Laws U. S., vol. 3, p. 382.) 


Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That it shall be unlawful for any citizen of the United States, or other person resid- 
ing within the United States, directly or indirectly to hold or have any right or property in any vessel 
employed or made use of in the transportation or carrying of slaves from one foreign country or place 
to another, and any right or property, belonging as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, and may be libeled and 
condemned for the use of the person who shall sue for the same; and such person, transgressing the pro- 
hibition aforesaid, shall also forfeit and pay a sum of money equal to double the value of the right or 
property in such vessel, which he held as aforesaid; and shall also forfeit a sum of money equal to double 
the value of the interest which he may have had in the slaves, which at any time may have been trans- 
ported or carried in such vessel, after the passing of this act, and against the form thereof. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be unlawful for any citizen of the United States, or 
other person residing therein, to serve on board any vessel of the United States employed or made use of 
in the transportation or carrying of slaves from one foreign country or place to another; and any such 
citizen or other person, voluntarily serving as aforesaid, shall be liable to be indicted therefor, and on 
conviction thereof, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, and be imprisoned not 
exceeding two years. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any citizen of the United States shall voluntarily serve on 
board of any foreign ship or vessel, which shall hereafter be employed in the slave trade, he shall, on 
convietion thereof, be liable to, and suffer the like forfeitures, pains, disabilities and penalties as he would 
have incurred, had such ship or vessel been owned or employed, in whole or in part, by any person or 
persons residing within the United States. 

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any of the commissioned vessels of the 
United States, to seize and take any vessel employed in carrying on trade, business, or traffic, contrary 
to the true intent and meaning of this or the said act to which this is in addition; and such vessel, 
together with her tackle, apparel and guns, and the goods or effects, other than slaves, which shall be 
found on board, shall be forfeited, and may be proceeded against in any of the district or circuit courts, 
and shall be condemned for the use of the officers and crew of the vessel making the seizure, and be 
divided in the proportion directed in the case of prize. And all persons interested in such vessel, or in 
the enterprise or voyage in which such vessel shall be employed at the time of such capture, shall be 
precluded from all right or claim to the slaves found on board such vessel as aforesaid, and from all 
damages or retribution on acccunt thereof: and it shall moreover be the duty of the commanders of such 
commissioned vessels, to apprehend and take into custody every person found on board of such vessel so 
seized and taken, being of the officers or crew thereof, and him or them convey, as soon as conveniently 
may be, to the civil authority of the United States, in some one of the districts thereof, to be proceeded 
against in due course of law. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the district and circuit courts of the United States shall have 
cognizance of all acts and offences against the prohibitions herein contained. 

Sec. 6. Provided, nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained shall be 
construed to authorize the bringing into either of the United States, any person or persons, the importa- 
tion of whom is, by the existing laws of such State, prohibited. 
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Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the forfeitures which shall hereafter be incurred under this, or 
the said act to which this is an addition, not otherwise disposed of, shall accrue and be one moiety thereof 
tu the use of the informer, and the other moicty to the use of the United States, except where the prose- 
cution shall be first instituted on behalf of the United States, in which case the whole shall be to their use. 

Approved May 10, 1800, 





An act to prevent the importation of certain persons into certain States, where, by the laws thereof, their admis- 
sion ts prohibited. [Laws UL S., vol, 2, p. 529. | 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That from and after the first day of April next, no master or captain of any ship or 
vessel, or any other person, shall import or bring, or cause to be imported or brought, any negro, mulatto, 
or other person of color, not being a native, a citizen, or registered seaman of the United States, or sea- 
men, natives of countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, into any port or place of the United States, 
which port or place shall be situated in any State which by law has prohibited or shall prohibit the admis- 
sion or importation of such negro, mulatto, or other person of color; and if any captain or master afore- 
said, or any other person, shall import or bring, or cause to be imported or brought into any of the ports 
or places aforesaid, any of the persons whose adimission or importation is prohibited, as aforesaid, he shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars for each and every negro, mulatto or other person of 
color aforesaid, brought or imported as aforesaid, to be sued for and recovered by action of debt, in any 
* court of the United States; one-half thereof to the use of the United States, the other half to any person 
or persons prosecuting for the penalty; and in any action instituted for the recovery of the penalty afore- 
said, the person or persons sued may be held to special bail: Provided, always, That nothing contained in 
this act shall be construed to prohibit the admission of Indians. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel arriving in any of the said ports or places 
of the United States, and having on board any negro, mulatto, or other person of color, not being a native, 
a citizen, or registered seaman of the United States, or seamen, natives of countries beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope as aforesaid, shall be admitted to an entry. And if any such negro, mulatto, or other person 
of color, shall be landed from on board any ship or vessel, in any of the ports or places aforesaid, or on 
the coast of any state prohibiting the admission or importation, as aforesaid, the said ship or vessel, 
together with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be forfeited to the United States, and one-half of 
the net proceeds of the sales on such forfeiture, shall inure and be paid over to such person or persons 
on whose information the seizure on such forfeiture shall be made. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the collectors and other officers of the 
customs, and all other officers of the revenue of the United States, in the several ports or places situated 
as aforesaid, to notice and be governed by the provisions of the laws now existing, of the several States 
prohibiting the admission or Hnportation of any negro, mulatto, or other person of color, as aforesaid. 
And they are hereby enjoined vigilantly to carry into effect the said laws of said States, conformably to 
the provisions of this act; any law of the United States to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved February 28, 1803. 





An act to prohibit the importation of slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
from and after the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight. 


‘[Laws U. 8., vol. 4, p. 94.] 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight, 
it shall not be lawful to import or bring into the United States, or the Territories thereof, from any foreign 
kingdom, place, or country, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, with intent to hold, sell, or dispose of 
such negro, mulatto, or person of color, as a slave, or to be held to service or labor, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no citizen or citizens of the United States, or any other person, 
shall, from and after the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, for himself or themselves, or any person whatsoever, cither as master, factor, or owner, build, fit, 
equip, load, or otherwise prepare any ship or vessel, in any port or place within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, nor shall cause any ship or vessel to sail from any port or place within the same, for the 
purpose of procuring any negro, mulatto, or person of color, from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, 
to be transported to any port or place whatsoever, within the jurisdiction of the United States, to be 
held, sold, or disposed of as slaves, or to be held to service or labor; and if any ship or vessel shall be 
so fitted out for the purpose aforesaid, or shall be caused to sail so as aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be forfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to be seized, 
prosecuted, and condemned in any of the circuit courts or district courts for the district where the said 
ship or vessel may be found or seized, 

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That all and every person so building, fitting out, equipping, load- 
ing, or otherwise preparing, or sending away, any ship or vessel, knowing or intending that the same 
shall be employed in such trade or business, from and after the first day of January, one thousand cight 
hundred and eight, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, or any ways aiding or abetting 
therein, shall severally forfeit and pay twenty thousand dollars; one moiety thereof to the use of the 
United States, and the other moiety to the use of any person or persons who shall sue for and prosecute 
the same to effect. 

sec. 4. And be it further enacted, If any citizen or citizens of the United States, or any person resident 
within the jurisdiction of the same, shall, from and after the first day of January, one thousand cight 
hundred and eight, take on board, receive, or transport from any of the coasts or kingdoms of Africa, or 
from any other foreign kingdom, place, or country, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, in any ship or 
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vessel, for the purpose of selling them in any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, as 
slaves, or to be held to service or labor, or shall be in any ways aiding or abetting therein, such citizen 
or citizens, or person, shall severally forfeit and pay five thousand dollars; one moiety thereof to the use 
of any persons who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect. And every such ship or vessel in 
which such negro, mulatto, or person of color, shall have been taken on board, received, or transported, 
as aforesaid, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods and effects which shall be found on board 
the same, shall be forfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted and con- 
demned, in any of the cireuit courts or district courts in the district where the said ship or vessel may be 
found or seized. And neither the importer, nor any person or persons claiming from or under him, shall 
hold any right or title whatsoever to any negro, mulatto, or person of color, nor to the service or labor 
thereof, who may be imported or brought within the United States, or Territories thereof, in violation of 
this law, but the same shall remain subject to any regulations not contravening the provisions of this act, 
which the legislatures of the several States or Territories at any time hereafter may make, for disposing 
of any such negro, mulatto, or person of color, 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any citizen or citizens of the United States, or any other 
person resident within the jurisdiction of the same, shall, from and after the first day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and eight, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, take on board any 
ship or vessel from any of the coasts or kingdoms of Africa, or from any other foreign kingdom, place, or 
country, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, with intent to sell him, her, or them, for a slave, or slaves, 
or to be held to service or labor, and shail transport the same to any port or place within the jurisdiction of 
the United States, and there sell such negro, mulatto, or person of color, so transported as aforesaid, for 
a slave, or to be held to service or labor, every such offender shall be deemed guilty of a high misde- 
meanor, and being thereof convicted before any court having competent jurisdiction, shall suffer impri- 
sonment for not more than ten years, nor less than five years, and be fined not exceeding ten thousand 
dollars, nor less than one thousand dollars. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons whatsoever, shall, from and after the 
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eight, purchase or sell any negro, mulatto, or per- 
son of color, for a slave, or to be held to service or labor, who shall have been imported, or brought from 
any foreign kingdom, place, or country, or from the dominions of any foreign State, immediately adjoin- 
ing to the United States, into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, after the last 
day of December, one thousand cight hundred and seven, knowing at the time of such purchase or sale, 
such negro, mulatto, or person of color, was so brought within the jurisdiction of the United States, as 
aforesaid, such purchaser or seller shall severally forfeit and pay for every negro, mulatto, or person of 
color, so purchased or sold as aforesaid, eight hundred dollars; one moiety thereof to the United States, 
and the other moiety to the use of any person or persons who shall sue for and prosecute the same to 
effect: Provided, That the aforesaid forfeiture shall not extend to the seller, or purchaser of any negro, 
mulatto, or person of color, who may be sold or disposed of in virtue of any regulation which may here- 
after be made by any of the legislatures of the several States in that respect, in pursuance of this act, and 
the Constitution of the United States, 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any ship or vessel shall be found, from and after the first 
day of January, one thousand cight hundred and eight, in any river, port, bay or harbor, or on 
the high seas within the jurisdictional limits of the United States, or hovering on the coast thereof, 
having on board any negro, mulatto, or person of color, for the purpose of selling them as slaves, 
or with intent to land the same, in any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, con- 
trary to the prohibition of this act, every such ship or vessel, together with her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, and the goods or effeets which shall be found on board the same, shall be forfeited to the 
use of the United States, and may be seized, prosecuted, and condemned, in any court of the United 
States having jurisdiction thereof. And it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, 
and he is hereby authorized, should he deem it expedient, to cause any of the armed vessels of the 
United States to be manned and employed to cruise on any part of the coast of the United States, or 
Territories thereof, where he may judge attempts will be made to violate the provisions of this act, and to 
instruct and direct the commanders of armed vessels of the United States, to seize, take, and bring into 
any port of the United States, all such ships or vessels, and moreover to seize, take, and bring into any 
port of the United States, all ships or vessels of the United States, wheresoever found on the high seas, 
contravening the provisions of this act, to be proceeded against according to law; and the captain, 
Inaster, or commander of every such ship or vessel, so found and seized as aforesaid, shall be deemed 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be liable to be prosecuted before any court of the United States, 
having jurisdiction thereof; and being thereof convicted, shall be fined not exceeding ten thousand dol- 
Jars, and be imprisoned not less than two years, and not exceeding four years. And the proceeds of all 
ships and vessels, their tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods and effects on board of them, which 
shall be so seized, prosecuted and condemned, shall be divided equally between the United States and the 
officers and men who shall make such seizure, take, or bring the same into port for condemnation, whether 
such seizure be made by an armed vessel of the United States, or revenue cutters thereof, and the same 
shall be distributed in like manner as is provided by law for the distribution of prizes taken from an 
enemy: Provided, That the officers and men to be entitled to one-half of the proceeds aforesaid, shall 
safe keep every negro, mulatto, or person of color, found on board of any ship or vessel so by them 
seized, taken, or brought into port for condemnation, and shall deliver every such negro, mulatto, or 
person of color, to such person or persons as shall be appointed by the respective States to receive the 
same; and if no such person or persons shall be appointed by the respective States, they shall deliver 
every such negro, mulatto, or person of color, to the overseers of the poor of the port or place where 
such ship or vessel may be brought and found, and shall immediately transmit to the governor, or chief 
magistrate of the State, an account of their proceedings, together with the number of such negroes, 
mulattoes, or persons of color, and a descriptive list of the same, that he may give directions respect- 
ing such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That no captain, master, or commander of any ship or vessel, of 
less burthen than forty tons, shall, from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight, take on board and transport any negro, mulatto, or person of color, to any port or place what- 
soever, for the purpose of selling or disposing of the same as a slave, or with intent that the same may 
be sold or disposed of to be held to service or labor, on penalty of forfeiting for every such negro, 
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mulatto, or person of color, so taken on board and transported as aforesaid, the sum of eight hundred 
dollars; one moiety thereof to the use of the United States, and the other moiety to any person or persons 
who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect: Provided, however, That nothing in this section shall 
extend to prohibit the taking on board or transporting on any river, or inland bay of the sea, within the 
jurisdiction of the United States, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, (not imported contrary to the 
provisions of this act,) in any vessel or species of craft whatever. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That th» captain, master, or commander of any ship or vessel of 
the burthen of forty tons or more, from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight, sailing coastwise from any port in the United States to any port or place within the jurisdiction 
of the same, having on board any negro, mulatto, or person of color, for the purpose of transporting them 
to be sold or disposed of as slaves, or to be held to service or labor, shall, previous to the departure of 
such ship or vessel, make out and subscribe duplicate manifests of every such negro, mulatto, or person 
of color, on board such ship or vessel, therein specifying the name and sex of each person, their age and 
stature, as near as may be, and the class to which they respectively belong, whether negro, mulatto, or 
person of color, with the name and place of residence of every owner, or shipper of the same, and shall 
deliver such manifests to the collector of the port, if there be one, otherwise to the surveyor, before 
whom the captain, master, or commander, together with the owner, or shipper, shall severally swear or 
aflirm, to the best of their knowledge and belief, that the persons therein specified were not imported or 
brought into the United States from and after the first day of January, one thousand cight hundred and 
eight, and that under the laws of the State, they are held to service or labor; whereupon the said collector 
or surveyor, shall certify the same on the said manifests, one of which he shall return to the said captain, 
master, or commander, with a permit, specifying thereon the number, names, and general description of 
such persons, and authorizing him to proceed to the port of his destination. And if any ship or vessel, 
being laden or destined as aforesaid, shall depart from the port where she may then be, without the 
captain, master, or commander having first made out and subscribed duplicate manifests, of every negro, 
mulatto and person of color, on board such ship or vessel, as aforesaid, and without having previously 
delivered the same to the said collector, or surveyor, and obtained a permit, in manner as herein required, or 
shall, previous to her arrival at the port of destination, take on board any negro, mulatto, or person of 
color, other than those specified in the manifests, as aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, together with 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be forfeited to the use of the United States, and may be seized, 
prosecuted, and condemned, in any court of the United States having jurisdiction thereof; and the captain, 
master, or Commander of every ship or vessel, shall moreover forfeit, for every such negro, mulatto, or 
person of color, so transported, or taken on board, contrary to the provisions of this act, the sum of one 
thousand dollars; one moiety thereof to the United States, and the other moiety to the use of any person 
or persons who shall sue for and prosccute the same to effect. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the captain, master, or commander of every ship or vessel, 
of the burthen of forty tons or more, from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight, sailing coastwise, and having on board any negro, mulatto, or person of color, to sell or dis- 
pose of as slaves, or to be held to service or labor, and arriving in any port within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, from any other port within the same, shall, previous to the unlading or putting on shore 
any of the persons aforesaid, or suffering them to go on shore, deliver to the collector, if there be one, or, 
if not, to the surveyor residing at the port of her arrival, the manifest certified by the collector or surveyor 
of the port from whence she sailed, as-is hereinbefore directed, to the truth of which, before such officer, 
he shall swear or aflirm; and if the collector or surveyor shall be satisfied therewith, he shall thereupon 
grant a permit for unlading, or suffering such negro, mulatto, or person of color to be put on shore; and, 
if the captain, master, or commander of any such ship or vessel, being laden as aforesaid, shall neglect 
or refuse to deliver the manifest at the time and in the manner herein directed, or shall land or put on 
shore any negro, mulatto, or person of color, for the purpose aforesaid, before he shall have delivered his 
manifest as aforesaid, and obtained a permit for that purpose, every such captain, master, or commander 
shall forfeit and pay ten thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to the United States, the other moiety to 
the use of any person or persons who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect. 

Approved March 2, 1807. 





An act in addition to “An act to prohibit the introduction (importation ) of slaves into any port or place within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and eight,” and to repeal certain parts of the same. [Laws United States, 
vol. 6, p. 325. ] 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States cf America, in 
Congress assembled, That, from and after the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful to import or bring, 
in any manner whatsoever, into the United States, or Territories thereof, from any foreign kingdom, 
place, or country, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, with intent to hold, sell, or dispose of any such 
negro, mulatto, or person of color as a slave, or to be held to service or labor; and any ship, vessel, or 
other water craft employed in any importation as aforesaid, shall be liable to seizure, prosecution, and 
forfeiture in any district in which it may be found; one-half thereof to the use of the United States, and 
the other half to the use of him or them who shall prosecute the same to effect. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no citizen or citizens of the United States, cr any other person 
or persons, shall, after the passing of this act, as aforesaid, for himself, themselves, or any other person 
or persons whatsoever, either as master, factor or owner, build, fit, equip, load, or otherwise prepare, any 
ship or vessel, in any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, nor cause any such ship 
or vessel to sail from any port or place whatsoever, within the jurisdiction of the same, for the purpose of 
procuring any negro, mulatto, or person of color from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, to be 
transported to any port or place whatsoever, to be held, sold, or otherwise disposed of as slaves, or to be 
held to service or labor; and if any ship or vessel shall be so built, fitted out, equipped, laden or other- 
wise prepared for the purpose aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, her tackle, apparel, furniture, and 
lading, shall be forfeited; one moicty to the use of the United States, and the other to the use of the 
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person or persons who shall sue for said forfeiture and prosecute the same to effect; and such ship or 
vessel shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, and condemned in any court of the United States having 
competent jurisdiction. ; 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That every person or persons so building, fitting out, equipping, 
loading, or otherwise preparing, or sending away, or causing any of the acts aforesaid to be done, with 
intent to employ such ship or vessel in such trade or business, after the passing of this act, contrary to 
the true intent and meaning thereof, or who shall, in anywise, be aiding or abetting therein, shall, seve- 
rally, on conviction thereof by due course of law, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five thousand 
dollars, nor less than one thousand dollars; one moiety to the use of the United States, and the other to 
the use of the person or persons who shall sue for such forfeiture, and prosecute the same with effect, and 
shall moreover be imprisoned for a term not exceeding seven years, nor less than three years. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any citizen or citizens of the United States, or other person 
or persons resident within the jurisdiction of the same, shall, from and after the passing of this act, take 
on board, receive, or transport from any of the coasts or kingdoms of Africa, or from any other foreign 
kingdom, place, or country, or from sea, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, not being an inhabitant, 
nor held to service by the laws of cither of the States or Territories of the United States, in any ship, 
vessel, boat, or other water craft, for the purpose of holding, selling, or otherwise disposing of, such 
person as a slave, or to be held to service or labor, or be aiding or abetting therein, every such person 
or persons so offending shall, on conviction by due course of law, severally forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding five thousand nor less than one thousand dollars, one moiety to the use of the United States, 
and the other to the use of the person or persons who shall sue for such forfeiture and prosecute the same 
to effect, and, moreover, shall suffer imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven years, nor less than 
three years; and every ship or vessel, boat, or other water craft on which such negro, mulatto, or person 
of color shall have been taken on board, received, or transported as aforesaid, her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, and the goods and effects which shall be found on board the same, or shall have been imported 
therein in the same voyage, shall be forfeited, one moiety to the use of the United States, and the other 
to the use of the person or persons who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect; and every such 
ship or vessel shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, and condemned in any court of the United States 
having competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That neither the importer nor importers, nor any person or persons 
claiming from or under him or them, shall hold any right, interest, or title whatsoever, in or to any 
negro, mulatto, or person of color, nor to the service or labor thereof, who may be imported or brought 
into the United States or the Territories thereof, in violation of the provisions of this act, but the same 
shall remain subject to any regulations, not contravening said provisions, which the legislatures of the 
several States or Territories may at any time heretofore have made, or hereafter may make, for disposing 
of any such negro, mulatto, or person of color. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons whatsoever shall, from and after the 
passing of this act, bring within the jurisdiction of the United States, in any manner whatsoever, any 
negro, mulatto, or person of color from any. foreign kingdom, place, or country, or from sea, or shall 
hold, sell, or otherwise dispose of, any such negro, mulatto, or person of color, so brought in, as a slave, 
or to be held to service or labor, or be in anywise aiding or abetting therein, every person so offending 
shall, on conviction thereof by due course of law, forfeit and pay, for every such offence, a sum not 
exceeding ten thousand nor less than one thousand dollars, one moiety to the use of the United States, 
and the other to the use of the person or persons who shall sue for such forfeiture, and prosecute the 
same to effect; and, moreover, shall suffer imprisonment, for a term not exceeding seven years, nor less 
than three years. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons whatsoever shall hold, purchase, sell, 
or otherwise dispose of, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, for a slave, or to be held to service or 
labor, who shall have been imported or brought, in any way, from any foreign kingdom, place, or coun- 
try, or from the dominions of any foreign State immediately adjoining to the United States, into any port 
or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the passing of this act, every person 
so offending, and every person aiding or abetting therein, shall severally forfeit and pay, for every negro, 
mulatto, or person of color, so held, purchased, sold, or disposed of, one thousand dollars; one moiety to 
the use of the United States, and the other to the use of the person or persons who may sue for such 
forfeiture, and prosecute the same to effect, and to stand committed until the said forfeiture be paid: 
Provided, That the aforesaid forfeiture shall not extend to the seller or purchaser of any negro, mulatto, 
or person of color, who may be sold or disposed of in virtue of any regulations which have been heretofore, 
or shall hereafter be, lawfully made by any legislature of any State or Territory, in pursuance of this 
act and the Constitution of the United States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That in all prosecutions under this act, the defendant or defendants 
shall be holden to prove that the negro, mulatto, or person of color, which he or they shall be charged 
with having brought into the United States, or with purchasing, holding, selling, or otherwise disposing 
of, and which, according to the evidence in such case, the said defendant or defendants shall have brought 
in aforesaid, or otherwise disposed of, was brought into the United States at least five years previous to 
the commencement of such prosecution, or was not brought in, holden, purchased, or otherwise disposed 
of, contrary to the provisions of this act; and on failure thereof, the said defendant or defendants shall be 
judged guilty of the offence of which he or they may stand accused. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That any prosecution, information, or action, may be sustained, for 
any offence under this act, at any time within five years after such offence shall have been committed; 
any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the first six sections of the act to which this is an addition, 
shall be and the same are hereby repealed: Provided, That all offences committed under the said sections 
of the act aforesaid, before the passing of this act, shall be prosecuted and punished, and any forfeitures 
which have been incurred under the same shall be recovered and distributed as if this act had not been 
passed, 

Approved April 20, 1818. 
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An act in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave trade. [Laws U. S., vol. 6, p. 435.) 


Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, whenever he 
shall deem it expedient, to cause any of the armed vessels of the United States to be employed to cruise 
on any of the coasts of the United States, or Territories thereof, or of the coast of Africa, or elsewhere, 
where he may judge attempts may be made to carry on the slave trade by citizens or residents of the 
United States, in contravention of the acts of Congress prohibiting the same, and to instruct and direct 
the commanders of all armed vessels of the United States, to seize, take, and bring into any port 
of the United States, all ships or vessels of the United States, wheresoever found, which may 
have taken on board, or which may be intended for the purpose of taking on board, or of  trans- 
porting, or may have transported, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, in violation of any of 
the provisions of the act, entitled “An act in addition to an act to prohibit the importation of 
slaves into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the first day 
of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and eight, and to repeal certain parts of 
the same,”? or of any other act or acts prohibiting the traftic in slaves, to be proceeded against according 
to law: and the proceeds of all ships and vessels, their tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods and 
effects on board of them, which shall be so seized, prosecuted, and condemned, shall be divided equally 
between the United States and the officers and men who shall seize, take or bring, the same into port for 
condemnation, whether such seizure be made by an armed vessel of the United States or revenue cutter 
thereof: and the same shall be distributed in like manner as is provided by law for the distribution of 
prizes taken from an enemy: Provided, That the officers and men, to be entitled to one-half of the proceeds 
aforesaid, shall safe keep every negro, mulatto, or person of color, found on board of any ship or vessel 
so seized, taken, or brought into port for condemnation, and shall deliver every such negro, mulatto, or 
person of color, to the marshal of the district into which they are brought, if into a port of the United 
States, or, if elsewhere, to such person or persons as shall be lawfully appointed by the President of the 
United States, in the manner hereinafter directed, transmitting to the President of the United States, as 
soon as may be after delivery, a descriptive list of such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, that he 
may give directions for the disposal of them. And provided further, That the commanders of such com- 
missioned vessels, do cause to be apprehended, and taken into custody, every person found on board of 
such vessel, so seized and taken, being of the officers or crew thereof, and him or them convey, as soon 
as conveniently may be, to the civil authority of the United States, to be proceeded against, in due course 
of law, in some of the districts thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby 
authorized, to make such regulations and arrangements, as he may deem expedient, for the safe keeping, 
support, and removal beyond the limits of the United States, of all such negroes, mulattoes, or persons 
of color, as may be so delivered and brought within their jurisdiction: and to appoint a proper person or 
persons, residing upon the coast of Africa, as agent or agents for receiving the negroes, mulattoes, or 
persons of color, delivered from on board vessels, seized in the prosecution of the slave trade, by com- 
manders of the United States armed vessels. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That a bounty of twenty-five dollars be paid to the officers and 
crews of the commissioned vessels of the United States, or revenue cutters, for each and every negro, 
mulatto, or person of color, who shall have been, as hereinbefore provided, delivered to the marshal or 
agent duly appointed to receive them; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
required to pay, or cause to be paid, to such officers and crews, or their agent, the aforesaid bounty, for 
each person delivered as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That when any citizen, or other person, shall lodge information, 
with the attorney for the district of any State or Territory, as the case may be, that any negro, mulatto, 
or person of color, has been imported therein, contrary to the provisions of the acts in such case made 
and provided, it shall be the duty of the said attorney forthwith to commence a prosecution by information; 
and process shall issue against the person charged with holding such negro, negroes, mulatto, mulattoes, 
person or persons of color, so alleged to be imported contrary to the provisions of the acts aforesaid: And 
if, upon the return of the process executed, it shall be ascertained, by the verdict of a jury, that such 
negro, negroes, mulatto, mulattoes, person or persons of color, have been brought in, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of the acts in such cases made and provided, then the court shall direct the marshal 
of the said district to take the said negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, into his custody, for safe 
keeping, subject to the orders of the President of the United States: and the informer or informers, who 
shall have lodged the information, shall be entitled to receive, over and above the portion of the penalties 
accruing to him or them by the provisions of the acts in such case made and provided, a bounty of fifty 
dollars, for each and every negro, mulatto, or person of color, who shall have been delivered into the 
custody of the marshal; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to pay, or 
cause to be paid, the aforesaid bounty, upon the certificate of the clerk of the court for the district where 
the prosecution may have been had, with the seal of office thereto annexed, stating the number of negroes, 
mulattoes, or persons of color, so delivered. 

Sec, 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the commander of any armed vessel 
of the United States, whenever he shall make any capture under the provisions of this act, to bring the 
vessel and her cargo, for adjudication, into some of the ports of the State or Territory to which such 
vessel, so captured, shall belong, if he can ascertain the same; if not, then to be sent into any convenient 
port of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all such acts, or parts of acts, as may be repugnant to the 
provisions of this act, shall be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated to carry this law into effect. 

Approved March 3, 1819. 
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Anact to continue in force “An act to protect the commerce of the United States and punish the crime of 
piracy,” and also to make further provision for punishing the crime of piracy. [Laws United States, 
vol, 6, p. 529. } 


Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That the first, second, third, and fourth, sections of an act, entitled “ An act to pro- 
tect the commerce of the United States and punish the crime of piracy,” passed on the third day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, be, and the same are hereby, continued in force, from the 
passing of this act for the term of two years, and from thence to the end of the next session of Congress, 
and no longer. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the fifth section of the said act be, and the same is hereby, 
continued in force, as to all crimes made punishable by the same, and heretofore committed, in all 
respects, as fully as if the duration of the said section had been without limitation. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall, upon the high seas, or in any open road- 
stead, or in any haven, basin, or bay, or in any river where the sea ebbs and flows, commit the crime of 
robbery, in or upon any ship or vessel, or upon any of the ship’s company, of any ship or vessel, or the 
lading thereof, such person shall be adjudged to be a pirate; and, being thereof convicted, before the 
circuit court of the United States for the district into which he shall be brought, or in which he shall be 
found, shall suffer death. And if any person engaged in any piratical cruise or enterprise, or being of 
the crew or ship’s company of any piratical ship or vessel, shall land from such ship or vessel, and, on 
shore, shall commit robbery, such person shall be adjudged a pirate; and, on conviction thereof, before 
the circuit court of the United States for the district into which he shall be brought, or in which he shall 
be found, shall suffer death: Provided, That nothing in this section contained shall be construed to deprive 
any particular State of its jurisdiction over such offences, when committed within the body of a county, 
or authorize the courts of the United States to try any such offenders, after conviction or acquittance, for 
the same offence, in a State court. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any citizen of the United States, being of the crew or 
ship’s company of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the slave trade, or any person whatever, being 
of the crew or ship’s company of any ship or vessel, owned in the whole or part, or navigated for, or in 
behalf of, any citizen or citizens of the United States, shall land, from any such ship or vessel, and, on 
any foreign shore, seize any negro or mulatto, not held to service or labor by the laws of either of the 
States or Territories of the United States, with intent to make such negro or mulatto a slave, or shall 
decoy, or forcibly bring or carry, or shall receive, such negro or mulatto on board any such ship or vessel, 
with intent as aforesaid, such citizen or person shall be adjudged a pirate: and, on conviction thereof, 
before the circuit court of the United States for the district wherein he may be brought or found, shall 
suffer death. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any citizen of the United States, being of the crew or 
ship’s company of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the slave trade, or any person whatever, being 
of the crew or ship’s company of any ship or vessel, owned wholly or in part, or navigated for, or in 
behalf of, any citizen or citizens of the United States, shall forcibly confine or detain, or aid and abet in 
forcibly confining or detaining, or board such ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto not held to service by 
the laws of either of the States or Territories of the United States, with intent to make such negro or 
mulatto a slave, or shall, on board any such ship or vessel, offer or attempt to sell, as a slave, any negro 
or mulatto not held to service as aforesaid, or shall, on the high seas, or anywhere on tide water, trans- 
fer or deliver over, to any other ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto, not held to service as aforesaid, with 
intent to make such negro or mulatto a slave, or shall land, or deliver or shore, from on board any such 
ship or vessel, any such negro or mulatto, with intent to make sale of, or having previously sold such 
negro or mulatto, as a slave, such citizen or person shall be adjudged a pirate; and, on conviction thereof, 
before the circuit court of the United States for the district wherein he shall be brought or found, shall 
suffer death. 

Approved May 15, 1820. 





Copy of general instructions, for officers commanding cruising vessels. 


Navy Department. 

Sir: Enclosed you have a copy of an act of Congress, by which you will perceive that a high and 
delicate power is vested in the President, in authorizing him to employ our public armed ships in protect- 
ing the merchant vessels of the United States and their crews, from piratical aggressions and depreda- 
tions. It will readily occur to you, that, considering the situation in which we stand in relation to Spain 
and the South American colonies, the authority given under this act, must be exercised with the utmost 
caution and prudence by our public vessels. You have the whole act laid before you, that you may see 
its general scope and object; but you will observe that the execution of the law is under the direction of 
the President, so far as respects the employment of our public vessels. Your conduct will therefore be 
regulated by your instructions, although they may not go to the full length the law might possibly war- 
rant. 

Under the second section of the act, authority is given to subdue, seize, take, and send into any port 
of the United States, any armed vessel or boat, or any vessel or boat, the crew whereof shall be armed, 
and which shall have attempted or committed any piratical aggression, search, restraint, depredation, or 
seizure, upon any vessel of the United States, or of the citizens thereof, or upon any other vessels. 

From the generality of this latter description of vessels, it would seem to embrace those of every 
nation or country upon which any piratical aggressions may have been committed. Admitting the act 
might be extended thus far, it does not appear to have been the general object of the law; and it is 
thought by the President most advisable, at present, not to give it a like indiscriminate practical con- 
struction as to all vessels, The great object, as pointed out in the first section of the act, was to protect 
the merchant vessels of the United States and their crews from piratical aggressions. This will, there- 
fore, be considered your particular and special duty. If, however, you shall discover depredations upon 
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other vessels, committed under such gross and aggravated circumstances, as to leave little doubt of their 
piratical character, it will be your duty to capture and bring in the aggressors. It is thought most 
advisable thus to distinguish in your instructions, because, among other considerations, it will be seen, 
that, under the second section of the act, you are only authorized to retake vessels of the United States or 
its citizens, Which may have been unlawfully captured upon the high seas. No authority is given to retake 
the vessels of any foreign nation or country. 

You will also perceive, under this second section of the act, authority is only given to subdue, seize 
and take such vessels or boats, &c., as shall have atlempted or committed some piratical aggression, 
Whatever well grounded suspicions you may entertain, that a vessel may have been fitted out, and is 
intended to be employed in such depredations, you will not molest her, unless you have satisfactory evi- 
dence that she has either aftempfed or actually committed some piratical aggression on some merchant 
vessel of the United States, or her crew, or upon some other vessel, under the special circumstances 
above mentioned, This is to be considered an important and leading regulation in your conduct, as it 
will be a strong and almost controlling circumstance (considering we are at peace with all the world), 
in making up your judgment, whether you are safe and justifiable in treating them as pirates. When- 
ever, therefore, you shall find any boats or vessels the crews whereof have committed any actual violence, 
outrage or depredation, upon any vessels of the United States, or the citizens thereof, or any other vessels, 
as above mentioned, you will consider yourself authorized to subdue, seize and. take them; and, unless 
on such capture you shall be satisfied that they were acting under some lawful authority, and not pirati- 
cally, to send them in for adjudication. 

The range of your cruise will be along the coast of the United States and the Floridas, in the Gulf 
of Mexico and among the West India islands; changing your position in such manner as shall best 
answer the object of your cruise, touching at such ports and places as may be necessary aud proper to 
procure supplies, and to obtain information, the better to enable you to carry into efleet the objects con- 
templated in the act of Congress. Great reliance is placed on your prudence and sound discretion, that 
you will so execute the power entrusted to you as to protect the commerce of the United States, without 
infringing the lawful rights of any other nation or country, their citizens or subjects. All captures made 
by you, will be sent into one of the following ports: Boston, New York, Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, 
or New Orleans. 

You have, also, enclosed, such parts of several acts of Congress prohibiting the importation of slaves 
into any ports or places within the jurisdiction of the United States, as are necessary to point out to 
you your duty and authority under these laws; and it is expected and required of you, by the President, 
that a strict and vigilant attention be paid to the direction therein contained; that, if possible, this inhu- 
man and disgraceful traffic may be suppressed. 

By the act of the 20th April, 1818, you will perceive that it is made unlawful to import or bring, in 
any manner whatsoever, into the United States or Territories thereof, from any foreign kingdom, place or 
country, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, with intent to hold, sell or dispose of such person as a 
slave, or to be held to service. By this act it is also made unlawful for any citizen of the United States, 
er other person, to build, equip, load, fit, or otherwise prepare, any ship or vessel in any port or place 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, or to cause any such ship or vessel to sail from any port or 
place whatsoever, within the jurisdiction of the United States, for the purpose of procuring and trans- 
porting any such slaves to any port or place whatever, And any ship or vessel employed in such 
importation of slaves, or so built, fitted out, or prepared, is liable to be seized and forfeited. 

And by the act of the 3d March, 1819, the President is authorized to cmploy any of the armed vessels 
of the United States to cruise in such places as he may think proper, where he may judge attempts may 
be made to carry on the slave trade, by citizens of the United States, or residents thereof, in contraven- 
tion of the acts of Congress prohibiting the same; and to instruct such armed vessels to seize, take, and 
bring into any port of the United States, to be proceeded against according to law, all ships or vessels 
of the United States, wheresoever found, which may have taken on board, or which may be intended for 
the purpose of taking on board, or of transporting, or may have transported, any negro, mulatto, or 
person of color, in violation of any of the provisions of the act of the 20th April, 1818, above referred 
to, or in violation of any other act or acts prohibiting the traffic in slaves. 

You will perceive from the generality of the provisions in these laws, you are authorized to take 
and bring in all ships or vessels of the United States, which may have been in any manner employed, or 
intended to be employed in the slave trade; or any other vessel offending against the provisions of any 
of the laws you have enclosed. You will particularly notice, the two provisos to the first section of the 
act of 1819, the first of which directs in what manner you are to keep and dispose of the slaves which 
may be found on board of any ship or vessel seized by you. If brought within the United States, they 
are to be delivered to the marshal of the district where brought in; and transmit the evidence of such 
delivery to this Department. It is the wish of the President, however, that none should be brought into 
the United States. Upon the capture, therefore, of any vessel having slaves on board, you will immedi- 
ately proceed to the Island of Sherbro, on the coast of Africa, and deliver such slaves to the agent 
appointed by the President to receive them, pursuant to the provisions of the act, or to any other agent, 
so appointed, at any other place on the coast of Africa. The second proviso relates to the disposition of 
the officers and crews of such vessels so captured by you. Great vigilance will be expected from you in 
the safe keeping of all such officers and crews, until they shall be handed over to the civil authority to 
be proceeded against according to law. 

You will also observe, that by the fifth section of this act, it is made your duty to bring any vessel 
and her cargo, you may capture, into some of the ports of the State or Territory to which the captured 
vessel shall belong, if you can ascertain the same; if not, then into any convenient port of the United 
States. 

The range of your cruising for this purpose, will be the same as that pointed out in the former part 
of your instructions, in relation to pirates. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant. 
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Navy Department, February 4, 18238. 
Sir: Since you left here, it has been strongly urged to keep part of our naval force to windward, to 
watch the Spanish privateers, and particularly about Porto Rico, and thence to Laguira and Porto Cabello. 
I wish you to distribute a part of your force in that quarter. 
I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 


Com. Davin Porter, commanding U.S. Squadron, Norfolk, Va. 


I certify that the above is a true copy from the original. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, May 11, 1825. 





Navy Department, April 5, 1823. 
Sir: I enclose, for your information, two copies of a printed statement, in relation to a piracy, com- 
mitted in December last, on the brig Two Brothers, of Newburyport, Anthony Knapp, jr., master. 
I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 


Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Force, West Indies. 


I certify that the above is a true copy from the original. 
CH AS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Derartment, May 11, 1825. 





Navy Departuent, May 23, 1823, 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, bearing date Matanzas, 16th April, 
last; communicating the partial accomplishment of your arrangements for accommodation at Thompson’s 
Island—the distribution of the force under your command—the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Stribling, 
in the capture of the pirate “Pilot,’’ with a detachment from your squadron, without loss on his side, and 
your regret at the necessity which has compelled you, from the insufficiency of your number of men, to 
lay up the Peacock; thereby preventing you from giving to your plan of operations, the extension and 
activity at first contemplated. Great satisfaction is felt at the prevalence of such general health in your 
squadron; and hopes are entertained, that by its continuance, the important object you have in view will 
be more speedily and effectually obtained, and unattended likewise by any of those unfortunate concomi- 
tants incident to a climate peculiarly obnoxious, and a service somewhat oppressive. 

Some relief, however, will be afforded to you, when the performance of the particular duties, assigned 
to the commanders of the John Adams and Enterprise, shall enable them to form a junction with your 
force, and place themselves, (as expressly instructed,) under your command. Instructions have been 
given to the commanders of those vessels to use all possible dispatch in the execution of their provieus 
orders, and report themselves to you for such service as may be assigned them, in aid of your general 
operations. By reference to their sailing orders, and general instructions, which they will present to you 
for examination, you will be more particularly informed of the extent of your authority over them, and 
‘an consequently assign to them that sphere of operation, which you may think best adapted to the 
promotion of the objects you have in view. The Spark is rapidly refitting, to be dispatched, when ready, 
to reinforce your squadron, and act under your command, 

Whenever it is practicable to procure supplies for the squadron from this country—you will do so; 
as they can be furnished on terms more economical, and of a quality very superior. I enclose copy of a 
letter, addressed to Captain Patterson, in relation to his detention and employment of the schooner 
Grampus, which will give you my views upon the subject. 

With great respect, &c., 


(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 
Captain Davip Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Force, W. I. Station, Thompson's Island. 


I certify that the above is a true copy from the original. CHAS. HAY. 
Navy Department, May 11, 1825. 





Navy Department, June 7, 1823. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your leter of the 10th ultimo, in which you com- 
plain of the absence of those vessels of war of the United States, which you had supposed were to form a 
part of your squadron, and afford you assistance in the duties assigned you. 

The supposition was correct; but it is scarcely possible to assign causes which will afford you any 
light upon this subject, except as they may relate to those vessels which have returned to the United 
States, and are now rapidly refitting to be sent out to your command. 

The orders under which some of the commanders acted, being anterior in date to your appointment to 
the entire command, allowed a greater latitude of discretion than will be observed when they shall have 
united their respective commands with yours; and in the exercise of this power may probably be found 
the reasons of their absence. Your own examination of their orders, when you meet, will confirm or 
reject the above suggestion. 
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The vessels intended to be placed immediately and ultimately under your command, are comprised 
in the annexed list marked A, in which those designated by the letter B, in red, are the vessels now and 
lately in the United States, refitting for the West India service, where they will proceed, as soon as they 
shall have performed some indispensable, but temporary duties, which have been assigned them. 

I also annex a list marked C, which gives the names of those lieutenants and midshipmen who have 
been ordered to report to you for duty, and to whom you will assign such parts thereof as, in your judg- 
ment, will best promote the interests of the service and the object to be attained. 

Your force, when once united, will be amply sufficient for the accomplishment of your views, as well 
as the better accommodation of yourself and those under your command; and you will, no doubt, give it 
such distribution and arrangement as will unite these objects. 

The vessels ordered to join you, (which are enumerated in paper A,) will enable you, in pursuing 
your first plan, to afford more adequate convoy to merchantmen, while the ability for examining and. 
searching the coasts and inlets, for the lurking places of pirates, by means of the schooners and barges, 
will be greatly increased. 

Every assistance which the Department can afford, consistently with its other relations, shall be 
cheerfully and promptly extended; and while a just expectation is indulged that, from the extent and 
character of the means afforded, the object contemplated will be speedily and satisfactorily realized, no 
doubt is entertained of the zeal and ability that will be exerted on the part of those entrusted with the 
performance, 

Too much attention cannot be placed upon the cleanliness of the men, and the good condition of the 
vessels; for, to causes incident to every naval service in the generation of disease and mortality, are 
superadded the bancful influence of a tropical climate upon constitutions unaccustomed to its operations, 
and unprepared for its effects. 

I refer you particularly to my letter of the 2 
supplies, and the negotiation of drafts upon the Department. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


3d ult. for instructions in relation to the purchase of 


SMITH THOMPSON. 
Capt. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. West India Squadron, Thompson's Island. 
Navy Department, Jay 12, 1825. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the records of the Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 





Navy Department, August 19, 1823. 

Sm: In the last paragraph of your letter, dated the Ist instant, transmitted by the U. S. schooner 
Ferret, you mention that circumstances will, towards the fall, render your return to the United States, 
for a short period, necessary; you will please to avail yourself of the time most suited for this purpose, 
and return to the United States in the manner most convenient to yourself, and least prejudicial to the 
interests of the service. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 


Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, &e. 


I certify that the above is a true copy from the original on record in the Navy Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 





Navy Department, August 19, 1823. 


Sir: Your letter of the Ist instant, relative to the transportation of specie, from Vera Cruz to Cadiz, 
has been submitted to the President; and it would afford both him and myself great pleasure to comply 
with your request, could it be done consistently with the honor of the American flag, and the relation in 
which we stand to the belligerents. 

Your letter is not explicit, as to whom the money belongs. I take it for granted, however, it is 
Spanish property, and from the amount, most likely belonging to the Spanish government. In either 
case, it is deemed inadmissible to employ our public armed vessels for its transportation; under no 
circumstances could it be permitted to send a vessel direct from Vera Cruz to Cadiz. Should I be under 
a misapprehension as to the ownership of the property, and, upon further explanation, your request can 
with propriety be complied with, I can assure you it will give me great satisfaction to promote your 
interest in this respect. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 


(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 


Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, &c. 


Navy Department, May 10, 1825. 


I certify that the above is a correct copy from the records of this Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
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Navy Department, September 27, 1823. 

Sir: The United States schooner Weasel, under the command of Lieutenant John P. Zantzinger, will 
sail this day for Thompson’s Island, and take the route pointed out in your orders to Lieutenant Kennon 
of the 14th August last. It was not possible to prepare her to sail at an earlier day. The Beagle will 
be ready in three or four days. 

The schooner Shark, having on board Commodore Rodgers, and several surgeons, will leave New 
York about the Ist October, and reach Thompson’s Island as soon as practicable. The uncertainty and 
anxiety which prevail as to your own health, and the health of the squadron, and a desire to furnish the 
best assistance and procure information which may be a safe guide on all future occasions, are the 
inducements to this measure. The orders of Commodore Rodgers will be communicated to you on his 
arrival, and you will render all the aid, which your health will permit, in accomplishing the object of his 
visit. It is intended that you shall remain in command of the station, or return home, as your health 
may require and inclination prompt. Commodore Rodgers will return immediately after he shall have 
accomplished the object of his visit. 

It is wished that Midshipman Hoban should return in the first vessel from Thompson’s Island to this 
place, some of his family being at this time very sick. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 


(Signed) SAMWL L, SOUTHARD. 


I certify that the above is a true copy of the original on file in the Navy Department. 
| CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 





The Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Porter. 
Navy DepartMent, September 29, 1823. 

My Dear Sir: This letter will be handed to you by Commodore Rodgers. The object of his visit to 
Thompson’s Island will be fully communicated to you by him. The various, and in many points contra- 
dictory, reports, respecting the condition of the station, the uncertainty whether you still live, the deepest 
anxiety for your safety, the desire to furnish speedy relief, and acquire full information respecting the 
health of the station, and its fitness as a rendezvous during the sickly season, and the fear that, debili- 
tated as you are, you could not secure that information for us, have prompted the wish that Commodore 
Rodgers should undertake the expedition, and have induced him, cheerfully and voluntarily, to enter on 
its performance. 

He will find united in it the sacred offices of private friendship and public duty. A report that your 
health is restored will give to me, individually, and to the nation at large, most sincere gratification. 

I am, very respectfully, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, commandiny U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, 





Navy Department, October 28, 1823. 

Sr: Your letter of the 27th inst. has been received, On your recovery from a dangerous illness, 
produced by great exposure and mucb suffering, you will be pleased, sir, to accept my sincere con- 
gratulations. 

In conducting the movements of the squadron entrusted to your charge, you have displayed that 


intelligence, promptitude, and vigor, which effectually arresting the depredations of the freebooters, have 
aflorded security to our trade, and justly entitle you to the unqualified approbation of this Department, 
and to the thanks of your country. 

The conduct of the officers and men under your command, has been such as might have been expected, 
from the example of their chief; and you will be pleased, sir, to assure them of the consideration in which 
their services are held, and. the high sense entertained of their devotion to a most arduous and dangerous 
service, 

The want of medical aid, of which you so justly complain, will claim the early and special attention 
of this Department. 

If the state of your health will permit, you will take upon yourself the general superintending 
direction of the equipment of the vessels of your squadron, now at this yard and at Norfolk. Let their 
commanders report to you their wants, that you may make them known to the Board of Navy Commis- 
sioners, who will cause every requisite supply to be furnished. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
I, CHAUNCEY, for the Secretary of the Navy. 


Davip Porrer, Esq., commanding a Squadron in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Porter. 
Navy Department, December 2, 1823. 
Sir: You will, as speedily as possible, with all the vessels under your command, resume your station 


at Thompson’s Island, and continue your exertions to repress piracy, and protect our commerce. 
It is the intention of the Department to increase the force under your command, as soon as it can be 


Seen 
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effected. To this end, the frigate Congress will, after her arrival in the United States, be ordered to 
join you, and in the course of the spring one or more sloops of war will be added to those already with 
you. The officers engaged in the survey of the coast of Florida will report to you, and you will commu- 
nicate their proceedings to this Department. 

You will keep as constantly as you can, one of your vessels in the neighborhood of Vera Cruz, cruis- 
ing between that port and Punto Lazardo, to protect our commerce in that quarter. As soon as possible 
send the Hornet, or one of the large schooners, to cruise on the coast of Africa, touching at Cape Mes- 
surado, ministering to the wants of the African agency, and thence returning in the usual track of the 
slave ships. 

Let the cruise of the vessel be such as will comport, as far as possible, with the health and comfort 
of the officers and men. Upon its return, you will report the proceedings to this Department, and send 
another vessel upon the same service. 

Our national vessels ought not, and must not, be used for purposes of commercial adventure. You 
may receive on board specie, and the articles permitted by the act “for the better government of the 
navy,” belonging exclusively to our own citizens, and carry them from one port or place to another, when 
it does not, in any degree, interfere with your other duties, or violate the laws of the country where you 
are. You may also bring to the United States specie belonging to our own citizens; but you are, in no 
case, to permit anything in the shape or character of public advertisements to be used for the purpose of 
giving information that you will carry them. So many complaints have been publicly made on this sub- 
ject, that you will carefully abstain from everything which can give rise to unfriendly comments; and 
that the government may know the extent to which the commercial interests of our citizens are benefited 
by the assistance afforded by our public vessels on this point, and be prepared to answer any complaints 
on the subject which may be made by individuals or governments, you will, from time to time, make 
reports to this Department of all the specie and other articles you may carry, the places to and from 
which you carry them, and the circumstances, terms and conditions under which you do it. 


I certify that the above is a true extract from the records of the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


May 11, 1825. 





Navy Department, December 27, 1823. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, I inform you that it is not believed the Executive has 
the power to make any rule for the distribution of the premium received for the transportation of specie. 
The public vessels will be in the neighborhood of Vera Cruz, &ec., and will be permitted to receive 
on board and carry specie, under the general orders heretofore given. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) 
Captain Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, &c. 


SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Navy Departwent, May 10, 1825. 


I certify that the above is a correct copy from the records of this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore David Porter, dated— 
Navy Department, December 31, 1823. 


I have heretofore sent you some accounts of piracies lately committed, and I herewith enclose two 
more, and request your particular attention to the letter signed by Mr. Lawrence, and the course pointed 
out as a mode of effecting the object. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Porter, dated— 
December 31, 1823. 

I have received several communications from you, by the mail of this morning, and shall attend to 
them as early as possible. 

I have ordered Captain Biddle, (the orders sent herewith,) to report to you for duty, and you will 
dispatch him in the Congress, to the Floridas, on the Thompson’s Island station, with such orders as you 
may consider necessary to execute the views of the Department contained in the instructions heretofore 
given you. You will send with him all the vessels under your command, which are ready, and will permit 
no delay which is not indispensable. 

T have heretofore sent you some accounts of piracies lately committed, and I herewith enclose two 
more, and request your particular attention to the letter signed by Mr. Lawrence, and the course pointed 


out as a mode of effecting the object. 


I certify that the above is a true extract of the original on record in the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


May 11, 1825. 
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Navy Department, January 19, 1824. 
Sir: I transmit to you a copy of a paper, having relation to the transportation of specie from Mexico, 
in vessels attached to the squadron, under your command, and in violation of the municipal regulations 
of that country. 
Iam, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davip Porrer, commanding U.S. West India Syuadron, Norfolk, Va. 
I certify that the above is a true copy from the original on record in the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. Y ; 


Navy Department, January 21, 1824. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 14th inst., I have to observe, that it is my wish that the operations 
on the coast of Africa should commence as early as practicable, if one of the vessels under your com- 
mand can be possibly spared for the purpose. 

J am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed ) SAWL L, SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. West India Syuadron, Norfolk, Va. 
I certify that the above is a true copy from the original on record in the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 


Navy Department, February 19, 1824. 

Sir: It is to be regretted that so long a delay in your sailing, creating so much personal incon- 
venience to yourself, has been necessary. 

In consequence of certain matters of public importance, I may be obliged to detain you a very few 
days longer than the court-martial may require your attendance. I wish you, however, immediately to 
inform me, at what time you suppose you will be relieved from your attendance on the court. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Squadron, W. I, de., Norfolk. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Porter, dated— 
May 17, 1824. 


Congress has not, until within a few days, passed an appropriation law for the current year. This 
will account to you for one or two of the drafts of Purser Thornton not having been honored, and for the 


delay in preparing the vessels to join you. It was impossible, without funds, to fit out the Hornet or the 


Porpoise, and to prepare a larger vessel. 
There will be now as much activity as possible, but it is feared one cannot be prepared in time to 
reach you before the sickly season commences. It shall, however, be done, if possible. 
I certify that the above is a true extract of the original on record in the Navy Department. 
CHA’S HAY, Chief Clerk. 


May 11, 1825. 





Navy Department, May 24, 1824. 


Sir: Your letter of the 3d instant has been received, advising that a bill of exchange, drawn by 
Purser Thornton upon this Department for $5,000, had been returned protested; this circumstance is to 
be regretted, both as it respects the injury done to the credit of Navy bills, and the damages incurred in 
the present instance. The refusal to pay this draft when offered, was occasioned entirely by the want of 
funds, in the passage of the annual appropriation bill by Congress; and an occurrence of the kind, I trust, 
will not again take place. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, . 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Com. Davin Porter, commanding U.S. Naval Forces, West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, de. 


T certify that the above is a true copy from the original on record in the Navy Department. 
CHA’S HAY, Chief Clerk. 


May 11, 1825 
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Navy Department, Jay 31, 1824. 

Sir: Your letter of the 4th of May has been received. The Decoy will be prepared to return to you 
as speedily as possible. No provision has been made for the repairs of the Grayhound; and it is proba- 
ble that she will be laid up or sold. 

When any vessels are ordered home for repairs, they must be reported to the Department, that orders 
may be issued for the purpose. 

The amount of force, at this time, on the station, is less than was intended; but the delay in passing 
the appropriation law has rendered it impossible to send you either the Hornet or Porpoise. They will 
be both dispatched now, as soon as they can be prepared. This delay is the more to be regretted, as the 
Hornet must either encounter the rainy season, or not go to the coast of Africa, as was originally 
designed, 

You have now under your command, the John Adams, Hornet, Spark, Porpoise, Shark, Sea Gull, 
Decoy, and seven small schooners, in all fourteen vessels, exclusive of the barges. I did intend to send 
a larger vessel than any of them, but the amount of the appropriation, and the time it was made, will 
probably put it out of my power. It shall still, however, be done, if it can be accomplished. 

I regret the state of your medical aid. You have now eleven medical officers attached to the station; 
and within ten months past, there have been under your command no less than five surgeons and seven- 
teen surgeons’ mates; many of them acting as surgeons, and fitted for the office, With such numbers, 
your medical assistance ought not to have been so reduced as you state it to be at present. Neither 
these nor other officers must be permitted to leave the station for slight excuses. If they are, it will be 
impossible for the Department to keep the station supplied. All that can be done with the numbers for 
which provision is made by law, will be done. In the mean time, those with you must be retained, unless 
absolute necessity compels them to leave you. 

lam, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTITARD. 


Com. Davin Porrer, commanding U. S. Naval Force, 
West Indies, Gulf of Meaxico and Coast of Africa, Thompson's Island. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the records of the Navy Department. 
CHAS HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 


Navy Derarrment, June 19, 1824. 
Sir: I have found it necessary to send the Hornet to La Guayra, and elsewhere, 
Captain Kennedy will, on his passage, report to you, and receive your orders for his government, 
after he shall have accomplished what is directed by the Department. 
The Porpoise T have ordered to proceed to the coast of Africa, in the place of the Hornet. Lieuten- 
ant Skinner will, on his return, report to you for orders. 
T aim, very respectfully, sir, yor most obedient servant, 


(Signed) SAWDL L. SOUTILTARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, commanding U.S. Naval Force, 
West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, and Coast of Africa, Thompson’s Island. 


Navy Drpartuent, Jay 11, 1825. 
I certify that the above is a correct copy from the records of this Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


Navy Department, June 29, 1824. 
Sir: T have the honor to transmit to you, herewith, copies of letters, bearing date the 23d of April, 
15th, Lith, 24th, and two of the 31st of May, 1824, addressed to you at Thompson’s Island, which it is 
presumed you have not received, and to which I beg leave to call your attention, Should T find, upon 
further examination, any more which possibly may not have been transmitted in time to reach you, copies 
shall be immediately furnished. 
I am, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


(Signed ) CHAS. ILAY. 


Capt. Davin Porter, commanding U.S. West Indian Squadron. Present. 


I certify that the above is a true copy from the original on record in the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 


Navy Department, July 19, 1824. 
Sir: I have received letters this day from Lieutenant Commanding John D. Sloat, announcing his 
arrival at New York. I send you, herewith, a copy of a petition, from sundry inhabitants, and merchants 
and others, of Matanzas, praying for a more eflicient protection to our commerce. 
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You will perceive, from this statement, the necessity for the immediate return of the Shark, Grampus 
and Spark, to their station, and you will therefore order them out as speedily as possible. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Capt. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. West India Squadron, Bedford Springs. 


I certify that the above is a true copy from the original on record in the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


Navy Department, July 20, 1824. 
Sir: It is the wish of the Department, that you cause a portion of the naval force under your com- 
mand, to touch, occasionally, at the port of Tampico in Mexico, and to afford protection to the citizens of 
the United States, engaged in commerce with that port. Your attention is particularly directed to this 
part of the Mexican coast, in consequence of the representations contained in your communication of the 
14th inst. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) | SAWL L. SOUTIARD. 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Force, 
West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, and Coast of Africa. Present. 
I certify that the above is a true copy from the records of the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 


Navy Department, July 28, 1825. 
Sir: T enclose to you a copy of a letter from Captain Wm. Norris, commander of the brig John, of 
Newport, R. 1, detailing outrages committed on him and his crew near Matanzas; and I have to request 
that you will take such measures on the occasion as the case requires. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S: Naval Force, West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, Present. 
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the records of the Navy Department. 
5D Fan) “fr ‘ r 7) 1 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Derartyent Jay 11, 1825. 





Navy Department, July 29, 1824. 
Sir: I enclose a copy of a letter from William Neilson, Esq., president of the American Insurance 
Company of New York, in relation to the capture of the Mercator, having on board a valuable cargo; and 
I request that you will make such a disposition of the force under your command as will render piratical 
aggressions of this description less frequent, if it be possible. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Force, 
West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, &e., Bedford Springs. 
I certify that the above is a true copy from the original on record in the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Com. David Porter, commanding U.S. squadron, West 
India station, dated— 
Navy Department, August 9, 1824. 
You will execute this order with all practicable dispatch, in order that the John Adams may not 
be unnecessarily detained, 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore D. Porter, dated— 


OcroBer 14, 1824. 

It is deemed expedient by the Executive that you proceed as speedily as possible to your station, in 
the John Adams, that, by your presence there, the most efficient protection may be afforded to our com- 
merce, and you may be ready to meet any contingencies which occur. 

The Constellation will be fitted for sea, and sent to you as speedily as possible. 

I certify that the above is a true extract of the original on record in the Navy Department. 


CHARLES HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 
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Ertract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore David Porter, dated— 
Ocroper 15, 1824. 

I enclose copy of a resolution of Congress. 

The surveys and examinations under it, so far as they relate to Thompson’s Island, the Dry Tortugas, 
Tampa Bay, and Pensacola, are confided to your care, superintendence, and direction, The surveys of 
the two former places, already made, are supposed to be sufficient. Several officers have been directed 
to report to you to aid in this duty, and you will assign for it such vessel under your command as you 


think most proper. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Captain David Porter, dated— 
Octoper 21, 1824. 


The presence of a commander on the station being now indispensable, you will proceed to it. 


Navy Department, December 27, 1824. 

Sm: Your letter of the 15th November last, relating to the extraordinary transactions at Faxardo, in 
the Island of Porto Rico, on the day of that month, has been received and considered. It is not 
intended, at this time, to pronounce an opinion on the propriety of those transactions on your part, but 
their importance demands for them a full investigation, and you will proceed, without unnecessary delay, 
to this place, to furnish such explanations as may be required, of everything connected with their cause, 
origin, progress, and termination, For that purpose you will bring with you those officers whose testi- 
mony is necessary, particularly Lieutenant Platt, and such written evidence as you may suppose useful. 

You will return in such convenient vessel as may be best spared from the squadron; and, on your 
leaving the station, you will deliver the command to Captain Warrington, with all such papers, instruc- 
tions, and information, as may be useful to enable him, in the most efficient manner, to accomplish all the 
objects for which the vessels, now under your command, were placed there. 

I am very, &c., 
(Signed ) 
Commodore D. Porter, commanding, &c., &c. 





SAWL L, SOUTHARD. 


I certify the above to be a true copy of the original on record in the Navy Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 





Navy Department, March 2, 1825. 
Sir: Your letters of yesterday, and this morning, have been received; and they will receive imme- 
diate attention the moment that the rising of Congress will give an opportunity to the Department of 


attending to them. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient, humble servant, 


(Signed) 


Com. Davin Porter, U. S. Navy. Present. 


SAWL L. SOUTIARD. 


I certify that the above is a true copy from the original on record in the Navy Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 


Navy Derartuent, March 16, 1825. 

Sir: It bas become my duty to apprise you of the determination of the Executive, that a court of 
inquiry will be formed, as soon as circumstances will permit, to examine into the occurrence at Foxardo, 
which was the occasion of your recall, and also to comply with the request contained in your letter of 
the 8th instant. 

It was the intention of the Department in ordering Captain Warrington to the West Indies, to relieve 
you from the command of the squadron there. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) 
Com. Davin Porter, U. S. Navy. Present. 


SAML L. SOUTHARD. 


I certify that the above is a true copy from the original on record in the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


May 11, 1825. 
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Navy Department, March 23, 1825. 
Sir: T enclose to you, herewith, copy of a letter from Thomas Randall, Esq., in reply to one of mine, 
apprising him that a court of inquiry would be in a few days convened for the investigation of your 


conduct. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 


(Signed) SAWTL L. SOUTHARD. 
Com. Davin Porter, UL S. Navy. Present. 


Navy Department, Jay 11, 1825. 


I certify that the above is a correct copy from the records of this Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 





Wasnineton, March 22, 1825. 
Samuel L. Southard, Esq., Secretary of the Navy: 

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, which informs me that 
you are requested by Commodore Porter to apprise me that a court of inquiry will be held in a few days; 
one object of which will be to investigate his conduct in relation to the carrying of specie, and neglect 
of his duties in the suppression of piracy. 

Doubtless Commodore Porter in requesting, and you, sir, in making this formal communication to me 
of a fact which had already been published to the world, considered the notice of some special import to 
me, and designed that it should produce a correspondent. effect upon my conduct. But as your letter 
does not state the relation in which I am considered as standing either to Commodore Porter or to the 
court, nor prescribe any course to be pursued by me, I am at a loss to know the object it was designed 
to produce, 

I have therefore to request that you will be pleased to state how I am particularly interested in the 
fact you announce, and the effect your letter was designed to produce ypon my conduct, in reference to 
the appproaching investigation. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) THOMAS RANDALL. 


Navy Department, May 11, 1825. 

I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy from the original, on file in this Department, and that 
it is a copy of the letter alluded to in the letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore David 
Porter, dated 23d March, 1825. 

CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 





Navy Departvent, Jlarch 24, 1825. 

Sir: Midshipman Rowan, of the West Indian squadron, has applied for leave of absence to visit his 
friends in Ohio. I have suspended a decision, at his request, until I can be informed whether you will 
require his testimony in the investigation which you have called for. 

Your early attention to this is requested. 

I am, respectfully, &e., 
(Signed) SAML L. SOUTHARD. 


Commodore Davin Porter, U. S. Navy, Washington. 


Navy Departwent, May 11, 1825. 


I certify that the above is a correct copy from the records of this Department. 
CHAS. ILAY, Chief Clerk. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore David Porter, dated— 
Aprin 20, 1825. 
Enclosed you will receive a copy of the precept which has been issued for a court to make the 
inquiry, instituted by the Executive, into your conduct at Foxardo. You will perceive that the same 
court is also directed to make the inquiry which has been granted at your own request. 


OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMODORE PORTER TO THE DEPARTMENT. 


[Extract.] 
Bartinore, December 21, 1823. 
? ? 

Sir: In pursuance of the instructions of the Board of Navy Commissioners of the 17th, I yesterday 
purchased cight schooners, which will all sail on the 23d or 34th for Norfolk, to receive their armaments 
and equipments. Most of the vessels are quite new, requiring no repairs, and may be sent on service at 
a very trifling expense. 
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The cost of the whole will be, when delivered at Norfolk, $10,190, averaging a little over $1,273, 
having for their outfits $327 dollars each, which I presume will be sufficient; but as this will bea part 
of the operation over the expense of whic h I can have no control, I cannot pretend to say that they will 
not exceed the limits which you have prescribed to me. 

I have named these vessels as follows, and their tonnage is annexed, viz: 

Ferret, 51: Weasel, 53; Terrier, 61; Jackal, 47; Fox, 51; Wild Cat, 48; Grayhound, 65; Bea- 
gle, 52. 
They are all of light draft of water, and have every appearance of sailing well. I have not in 
every instance been able to get the owners to deliver them at Norfolk, but shall labor under no incon- 
venience on that account, as there are a number of men recruiting to be sent down, who can go to their 


officers in those which we have to deliver. 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
The honorable the Coxmisstoxers of the Navy, Washington. 


A return of the vessels and commanding officers attached to the squadron under the command of Commodore 
D. Porter, for the suppression of piracy. 


United States ship Peacock, Stephen Cassin, Esq., master commandant. 
United States schooner Shark, Matthew C. Perry, lieutenant commandant. 
United States schooner Grayhound, Jol Porter, Esq., master commandant. 
United States schooner Jackal, Thomas H. Stephens, lieutenant commandant. 
United States galliot Sea Gull, William H. Watson, lieutenant commandant. 
United States schooner Fox, W illiam H. Cocke, lieutenant commandant. 
United States schooner Wild Cat, Charles W. Skinner, lieutenant commandant. 
United States schooner Beagle, John T. Newton, lieutenant commandant. 
United States schooner Ferret, Samuel Henley, lieutenant commandant. 
United States schooner Terrier, Robert M. Rose, lieutenant commandant. 
United States schooner Wease 1, Beverly Kennon, lieutenant commandant. 


Decoy store ship, Lawrence Kearne y, lieutenant commandant. 
Fepruary 13, 1823. 


[Extract.] 


U.S. Scuooner Peacock, Hampton Roads, February 23, 1823. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that I am now watennstst in these roads with the whole squadron, 
with the exception of the barges, which will be ready to leave Norfolk in the course of two days, and 
will proceed direct to Thompson’s Island. 

My course with the squadron will be circuitous, and will be regulated by your instructions of the 
4th inst. 

(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Directed to the honorable 8. Tuompson, Secretary of the Navy, Washington City. 


Commodore Perry to the Secretary of the Navy. 


U.S. Sup Peacock, St. Thomas, March 3, 1823. 


' 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that I this morning arrived at this place, with all the squadron 
under my command, except the ( trayhound, which vessel separated in a gale. 

I have dispate hed Lieutenaut Gommandant P erry, with the Shark and three small schooners, to scour 
the south side of Porto Rico, and shall sail to-morrow with the rest of the squadron for St. John’s, where 
I have been informed several privateers have been fitted out, which have done considerable injury to our 
Commerce, 

I am also informed that there is a large British naval foree in those seas, a squadron of which, appa- 
rently on the look-out, I fell in with this morning. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


D. PORTER. 
ITonorable S. Tuompson, Secretary of the Navy. 


Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U. S. Suir Peacock, Matanzas, March 28, 1823 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that I arrived here on the 26th, after giving to the north coast 
of St. Domingo and Cuba as thorough an examination as was practicable, with the two schooners, and 
the boats of this ship, with the greater part of her crew; while all the keys off shore, pointed out to me 
as the rendezvous of pirates, were examined by the ship. 

The service has been very fatiguing to those employed, for more than a week past, in open boats, 
and in the most dangerous and intricate navigation in the world; but it has been performed cheerfully, 
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and I wish I could say successfully; but we have not, in this long route, been able to detect a single 
pirate, although our suspicions rested on many; nor can I conceive how we shall ever be able to detect 
them: for they are one day fishermen, another droguers, wood-cutters, salt gatherers, or pirates, as best 
suits them, Every Spaniard is armed with a knife, and this weapon, according to their mode of warfare, 
is enough for them. Were we to apprehend every suspicious Spaniard and vessel, their coasting trade 
would soon be entirely broken up. Since my arrival here, I have heard of the most horrid atrocities com- 
mitted by them. They now spare no one; whole ships’ crews are indiscriminately burnt with their ves- 
sels; and there has been an instance recently of the murder of a crew under the wall of the Moro. 

J have written to the captain general a letter similar to the one I wrote to the captain general of 
Puerto Rico, calling on him for information and co-operation, and await his reply, which I expect to-mor- 
row or next day, and shall then proceed to Thompson's Island, to make arrangementsf or the most ener- 
eetic operations. I shall there meet all the force which I dispatched from Aguadilla, with the exception 
of the Shark, 

On my arrival here, I found a fleet of American vessels waiting for convoy, some of which had been 
ready for sea twenty days, and was surprised and mortified to find that all our vessels of war had left 
this coast, and our commerce here entirely unprotected. 

The only protection I can give them is the two small vessels, which will convoy them beyond the 
reach of pirates, and after examining @ bay to windward, which has been their resort for some time, will 
join the squadron at the place of rendezvous. 

The departure of those vessels of war stationed here for the protection of our commerce, and which 
T calculated on finding here, has caused me some embarrassment: as it becomes necessary to employ 
part of the force which was intended for the pursuit and destruction of pirates to give that protection to 
our trade which it has a right to. The reasons for their departure are unknown to me, and I must leave 
it to their commanders to make the necessary explanations. Five piratical vessels have for some weeks 
been watching the fleet in the bay, which I shall cause to be examined; and since our arrival, as you 
will find by the enclosed copy of a note from a highly respectable source, they have dispersed and dis- 
armed, 1 shall do all in my power, with whatever force may be at my disposal, to give protection to our 
commerce, and effect the destruction of pirates; and protection shall be the primary object; but, to fulfill 
the expectations that have been formed, we shall want at least two or three of the large schooners, in 
addition to those we now have. 

] was surprised to learn, on my arrival here, that circulars had been written by the captain general 
to the governors and commanders of the different districts of the island, forbidding the entrance of my 
squadron into any of its ports, or the landing of any part of my forces in pursuit of pirates. The island 
appears at present In a very agitated state, and the government appear to think that the United States 
would consider it a very desirable acquisition. I shall use every incans in my power to satisfy them that 
my objects are totally unconnected with anything of a political nature. 

All vessels ordered under my command, I beg may be directed to report to me at Thompson’s Island. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


Hon. Sait THompson, Secretary of the Navy, Washington City. 





P. S.—Since writing the above, I have heard of a pirate to leeward, and have dispatched the two 
schooners and boats after her. T shall know the result of the expedition in the course of a few hours, 
and have good reason to believe it will prove successful. 





Extract of a letter from Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U.S. Sream Gatuior Sea Guii, Matanzas, April 16, 1823. 


Sir: For the last two weeks, our movements and occupations have been so various, that to enter 
into a full detail, would swell too much this communication; to be brief, therefore, I shall merely state 
that, within that time, we have built our store houses on Thompson’s Island, landed all our stores, col- 
lected together all the schooners of the squadron, and stationed them at different points on the coast of 
Cuba; fitted out all the barges which were also on the coast, and captured one pirate, a pilot boat 
schooner, formerly the Pilot, of Norfolk, armed with one long twelve-pounder, and commanded by Domingo, 
the notorious head of this horde of desperadoes, who formerly commanded the Saragariana—the vessel, 
in the attempt to capture which, the gallant Allen fell—Domingo, and two of his crew, only escaping to 
the shore with their lives, and one was taken, 

The Pilot had been in possession of the pirates eight days; Ihad heard of her capture on my first 
touching in at Matanzas with the Peacock, and left the two schooners the Wild Cat and Beagle, to look 
out for her and the Saragariana to windward, while the Peacock shaped her course towards Havana; but, 
not finding her, I hastened to Thompson’s Island, and two of the barges being got ready, and manned 
from her fine crew, I dispatched Captain Cassin with them and two of the schooners, which soon arrived, 
to examine from Havana down to Cape Antonio, and thence to Trinidad, on the south side of the island. 
A piracy having recently been committed near the latter place, Captain Cassin left Thompson’s Island on 
the morning of the —, and next morning received information that the Pilot had been seen off the Moro; 
he consequently sent Lieutenant Stribling to windward, along shore, with the barges, while he kept a 
look out for her near Havana; on the same day, the Wild Cat and Beagle fell in with her to leeward of 
Matanzas, chased her to within gun-shot the greater part of the day, giving and receiving from the Pilot 
a smart fire; but night coming on, she cluded them by getting close under the land, hauling down all 
sail, and getting off with her sweeps. In about an hour after this, Lieutenant Stribling ran alongside 
of her with his two boats, one commanded by himself, the other by Midshipman Kelly, acting as lieuten- 
ant of the Fox, and took possession of her, after a fire of ten minutes, in which time, all the crew, except 
the captain and three others, one of whom is taken, were killed, the pirate having time to fire his long 
gun only once; and what adds to the satisfaction I feel in giving these particulars, which I have obtained 
from Lieutenant Skinner, who fell in with Lieutenant Stribling and his prize next morning, is, that no 
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one was even wounded on board our boats, so sudden and effectual was the attack, which does great 
credit to Lieutenant Stribling, and all those concerned with him in this gallant affair, 

I have with me, here, the Sea Gull, three barges, and one of the boats belonging to the Peacock, 
besides the vessels intended for convoy. The barges I have placed under the command of Lieutenant 
Cassin, of the Peacock; which ship, as well as the Decoy, I have been compelled to lay up, in order to 
obtain men to man the barges, not having found a single vessel on the station on my arrival, 

J shall dispatch Lieutenant Cassin to windward, so soon as the weather will permit, where T have 
strong expectation, from information received, of bre aking up anest of these vagabonds. Two schooners 
under Lieutenant Commandant Kearney, are stationed off H: avana, to give convoy; two are now re fittine 
to relieve some of the others, and we are now in full operation. But it is ere: tly. to be regretted that T 
should have been compelled to employ for convoy those small schooners, which were intended sole ‘ly for 
the purpose of hunting the pirates out of their hiding holes; but, notwithstanding T have not, including 
the crew of the Peacock, the number of men required to man one of our large frigates, | hope to effect 
the object for which I was sent here, and, for a time, give protection to our Commerce by convoy. Yet 
the duty is severe, and more than men can long bear; some respite will be necessary. But it would be 
unjust in me if I did not say, that every officer and man under my command enter with the utmost alac- 
rity and zeal into the severe duties which this novel service imposes on them; and, although most of thein 
have searcely put their feet on shore from their cramped vessels since they left the United States; although 
they have suffered all that men could suffer in crossing the gulf stream, in heavy gales, in open boats; 
still, not a murmur has been heard from any one. Some, from sickness, and finding themselves unequal 
to the fatigue, have asked leave to return, and I have indulged them; but, in general the squadron enjoys 
uncommon health, and there is every prospect of its continuance, 

Domingo, the captain of the Pilot, was in this place yesterday, the day of my arrival, and has since 
disappeare d. He acknowledges the death of all his cre w, except those before mentioned, 

The Pilot is a remarkable sailer; was a constant trader to Havana. Domingo had long set his heart 
on having her, and, immediately on capturing her, armed and took the command of her. I hope soon to 
give you some further account of him and the Saragariana. There was one act of politeness in this singu- 
lar character, which I cannot omit mentioning. There were a large number of letters for myself, and the 
officers of the squadron, on board the Pilot when she was taken, together with many for merchants in 
Cuba. Domingo possessed himself of all the mercantile letters, and delivered to the captain of the Pilot 
all those for us, desiring him to send them to us, as he did not wish to deprive us of the opportunity of 
hearing from our friends. He said he had no ill-will against us; we were but doing our duty. 

The Peacock, sir, is too fine a ship to keep in a state of idleness; and without her crew, I should not 
have been able to man the barges, by far the most efficient force we have. 

In the present state of the establishment at the island, it will be in vain to look for those comforts 
which the fatigues of the kind of life we now lead, make more necessary to us than they would be at 
other times, without the conveniences which a ship affords. I do not make this remark so much on my 
own eceount as on account of others. The accommodations of the Peacock are small. We have been a 
great inconvenience to her officers; and it has been the source of gre it pain to me to witness how much 
myself, and those who ne¢ essarily accompanied me, have been to Captain Cassin and his officers, who 
have made every sacrifice of their own comfort for our accommodation, 

It would be extremely satisfactory to me, and, IT am persuaded, would be highly advantageous to the 
public interest, if I could have a ship and crew for the accommodation of myself and those with me. The 
Erie would suit me extremely well if she had a poop on her, IT want no larger or better ship, and I beg 
I may not be refused, for, at present, Tam completely on the parish, not living as T could wish, but as | 
can. This is the only request I have made since I embarked in the enterprise, in which Tam individually 
concerned; and it would not have been made, were I not satisfied that the public interests would be 
more bencfited than my own comfort would be promoted. If I cannot have the Erie, I beg that I might 
have the Macedonian, or some one other of our frigates; but, whatever ship may be sent, I hope she may 
be furnished with a poop. It is essentially necessary in this c limate, and on such a service, 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


The honorable Srcrerary of the Navy. 


Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U.S. Sream Ganuior Sra Gui, Iatanzas, April 24, 1823. 

Sir: In my last, I informed you that I had dispatched the barges to examine a bay to windward of 
Point Yeacos; and having intelligence of three piratical schooners in the river Palmas, 1 left this place 
on the 19th, Joine “d the baree ss next day near Key Blanco, and, after a laborious search of two days, ‘ge 

covered the river, where we found the remains of the vessels, which the pirates had burnt, evidently 
short time before our arrival there; I consequently returned to this place, sending three of the come 
along the coast to Havana, to which place I shall proceed, after giving convoy to the vessels in this 
place, having found it necessary to send the two vessels employed here on this service to Thompson's 
Island, to retit. 

I believe, sir, Tecan now say with safety, that there is not a pirate afloat on this part of the coast of 
Cuba, larger than an open boats and even that is doubtful, the Saragoziana, in her flight from here, hav- 
ing been taken by two British sloops-of-war at the east end of the island. 

] have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


IIon. Svirrn THompsoy, 
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Extract of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


U.S. Gariror Sea Gurr, Allenton, Thompson's Island, May 10, 1823. 

Since I last had the honor to address you, I have returned to this place with the Sea Gull and 
barges, and found here Captain Cassin, with the schooners and barges that accompanied him. 

The report of his cruise is enclosed. Our last cruise has been, altogether, a most arduous and 
fatiguing one; and, although we have not many trophies to show, it has not been without effect; the 
result has been, the capture of a piratical schooner anda very fine felucca; the destruction of one on shore, 
the burning of three schooners in the Rio Palmas, and about a dozen of their houses in the different esta- 
blishments to leeward of Bahia Honda, and inside the Coloradds reef; the complete dispersion of all their 
gangs from Rio Palmas to Cape Antonio; and, what will be of no little importance to all our future ope- 
rations, a most thorough and intimate acquaintance with the whole line of coast, from Cayo Blanco to 
the east, down to Cape Antonio in the west. We have taken only one prisoner, and I shall endeavor to 
use such information as I can squeeze out of liim to advantage. I shall dispatch the Peacock to-day for 
La Vera Cruz, to relieve the Shark, and shall now be left with only my small vessels, two of which, with 
two barges, (which I have found great difficulty in manning from the Sea Gull and store ship,) I shall 
send off this evening under the command of Lieutenant Commandant Watson, on an expedition among 
the Keys in the Old Straits, and thence, around the island, to return by the way of Cape Antonio. 

Two schooners, under the command of Lieutenant Commandant Rose, are making the circuit by the 
other route, commencing at Point Yeacos, going round Cape Antonio, and returning by the Old Straits; 
two, under command of Lieutenant Commandant Skinner, are convoying from Havana; and the remaining 
two are careening, and will in a few days sail for the protection of our commerce; and the three remain- 
ing barges are hauled up for the want of men. 

I beg you, sir, to take into consideration the uncomfortable situation of myself and those with me, 
and, as early as may be possible, send me a frigate, or a large sloop-of-war fitted for the climate, or I 
shall otherwise, most reluctantly, on account of health, be compelled to relinquish a service which I set 
my heart on accomplishing—the total suppression of piracy in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico; it 
has been effected about the north side of Cuba, and, with suitable means, I have no doubt of effecting it 
elsewhere. 

Not one of the vessels of war belonging to the West India station, except those which I brought 
with me from the United States, have yet shown themselves, nor can I get any intelligence of them, by 
which I can be enabled to command their services. 

When I left Matanzas, the country was alarmed by large bands of robbers, well mounted and 
armed, who had plundered several estates, and committed some murders in the neighborhood of the city. 
Bodies of horse had been sent in pursuit of them, and the militia were all under arms; some prisoners had 
been taken, and it was said that those bands were composed of the freebooters which lately infested the 
coast, and who, being compelled to abandon the ocean, had taken up this new line of business. 





Extract of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Sea Gui, Allenton, May 11, 1823. 

We are very much in want of one hundred seamen and ordinary seamen, in addition to our present 
number, to enable us to carry on our operations; and if we do not obtain them, I shall be under the 
necessity of discontinuing the employment of the barges; at present I can only man two of them, and to 
do so am compelled to lay up this vessel and the Decoy. 

We shall also want a number of officers, of every class; how many I am unable to say yet; but, 
from present appearances I am induced to believe that many will (in not a very long time) wish to return 
to the United States. The service we are employed on is a very harassing one, and, if it should not 
occasion much waste-of life, it will, at least, try the strength of our constitutions, and our capacity for 
the endurance of fatigue and privations. 

The commanding officer of marines states to me that he requires, in addition to his present force, 
fifty officers, non-commissioned officers and privates; and from the difficulty of supplying the guards 
which I require, I should presume that a larger number would be necessary. 

From the importance of the trade of Cuba and the Gulf of Mexico, the whole of which is now 
completely protected from this place, with a force not equal to one frigate, I presume my requests will 
not be considered extravagant. The arrivals and departures of American vessels, from the port of 
Havana alone, average about thirty per weck, and those from Matanzas about twenty. Not a day elapses 
but that great numbers of American vessels are to be met passing through the Gulf, and since an estab- 
lishment here they daily in numbers pass in sight of us, 

I mention these facts to give you an idea of the importance of this station, and to show the propriety 
of augmenting the force by the additions which I have asked, 

A frigate, or a large sloop-of-war, is indispensable to us, and we cannot exist with anything like comfort 
without one. 

Thrown as we are on a barren and desolate island, that does not supply even water, I hope our 
situation may be made as free from sufferings as the Department can, without inconvenience to the public 
interest, make it. 





U. S. Ganuiot Sea Gur, Allenton, Thompson's Island, May 19, 1823. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that not a single piratical act has been committed on the coast 
of Cuba since I organized and arranged my forces. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 
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Extracts from a letter of Commodore D. Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U.S. Ganiior Sra Geir, Allenton, May 23, 1823. 

Sir: We have a vastly important commerce to Havana and Matanzas, which is now left to the 
protection of a small schooner of three guns, at each place; all the others, with the exception of two, 
coming in to repair, are cruising for pirates on the south side of the island, and in the Old Strait of 
Bahama. 

I am at present left with only the Sea Gull, as the store ship is on the point of sailing for a load of 
water for us, the lagoons on the island having dried up. 

I beg, sir, that our situation may be taken into consideration, and that some means may be speedily 
employed to ameliorate it. The principal thing wanting is a large vessel, and the aid and comforts 
which she would afford. At present, I have no place to shelter me but the awning of this small vessel. 
I cannot obtain hands enough for my use to mana boat. I have no comforts whatever, and I find my 
health gradually sinking. I would be the last to complain without cause; but the rainy and sickly season 
is now coming on, and I should fail in my duty, were I not to acquaint you with our true situation. 

Allow me to suggest, that this appears to me to be the most suitable place to give protection to 
the commerce of the Gulf of Mexico, and that all the forces now employed at New Orleans, could be 


much more advantageously employed here. 


Extract of a letter from Com. David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Sea Guui, Allenton, June 4, 1823. 

I yesterday was informed of a piratical schooner on the south side of Cuba, which had captured 
two vessels, and I immediately dispatched the Grayhound in pursuit of her. 

It is with regret I inform you, that I am compelled to discontinue giving convoy from Havana, as 
my forces are now so scattered, that it cannot be done without neglecting the main object of the expedi- 
tion. When our cruising was on this side the island, I found less difficulty in the thing. 

We are greatly in want of larger vessels, and more men, and I sinecrely hope that they may be sent 
as early as possible. 


Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U. S. Gatnior Sra Gui, Allenton, June 6, 1823. 

Sir: We are greatly in want of medical aid on this station. Doctor Williamson, in charge of the 
hospital, and Doctor Edger, in charge of the sick in the harbor, have both been taken seriously ill, within 
a few days, which leaves me with only one surgeon’s mate. The small vessels are equally in a suffering 
condition, having but one acting mate between two of them; and, had it not been for the few acting 
appointments given by me, they would have been entirely destitute. 

I beg, sir, that our situation may be taken into consideration, and as the sickly season is fast 
approaching, I hope that several surgeons’ mates may be sent out to us. Six, at least, in addition to our 
present number, are required. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 
Honorable Secretary of the Navy. 


Extract from a letter of Commodore D, Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Sea Geir, Allenton, June 24, 1823. 


Sir: By the Hornet, just arrived, I am informed of the capture of two piratical launches by the 
Ferret, Lieutenant Commandant Newell, a few leagues to the west of Matanzas. 

It appears that they were chased into a small harbor, where there was not water sufficient for the 
schooner; and on the approach of her boat, (carrying only four persons, ) they, (about forty, ) commenced 
a fire on her from behind the rocks, and nearly sunk her. The schooner then opened a fire on them with 
her nine-pounder, drove them from their skulking places, and took possession of the launches. 

Such is the account I have received from Licutenant Shubrick, of the Hornet, whose ship fell in 
with Lieutenant Commandant Newell on his passage. 

There is good reason to believe that these are the boats which plundered the American brig Mary 
Joan, Captain Hubbard, inside the Bay of Matanzas, twelve days since. 

It appears that these launches were captured about the 19th inst.; that their cruise has been only 
of six days’ duration; and that they were taken in not more than three days after I received information 
respecting them. 

It is expected that this prompt detection and punishment of the first attempt at piracy, since the 
arrangement of my forces on the coast, will deter them, at least for a time, from fitting out any new 


expeditions, 
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Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navy. 


Sra Geir, Allenton, Thompson’s Island, July 17, 1823. 

Sir: It is with infinite satisfaction I do myself the honor to lay before you Lieutenant Commandant 
Watson’s official report of the almost total annihilation of the crews of two piratical vessels, by the 
barges Gallinipper and Musquito, under his command. 

“When we take into consideration the immense superiority of force opposed to him, the advantage 
and preparation on the part of the pirates, and the result of the action, we cannot but be impressed with 
the conviction, that nothing less than Providential influence and protection could have occasioned conse- 
quences so fatal to the pirates, and so exempt from injury on our side as to appear almost miraculous. 

The five surviving pirates, being desperately wounded, I have, in compliment to the favorable dis- 
position and zealous co-operation of the authorities of Havana, sent to the Captain General of Cuba, to 
be tried by the laws of Spain. 

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to him on the subject. 

I cannot close this communication, without expressing a hope that the brilliant success of Lieutenant 
Commandant Watson, and his excellent character as an officer and man, may induce the Department to 
promote him to a higher grade, as the most suitable reward for his services. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 

Hon. Ssirn Tuompson, Secretary of the Navy. 


Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, August 1, 1823. 

Sir: Application has been made to me by the American consul, to take one million of dollars from 
La Vera Cruz to Cadiz, in October, and as we have but few opportunities in this way, to make a little for 
ourselves, may I ask the indulgence of the Department in this respect. 

If a direct conveyance cannot be granted, can I send the money to the United States; and can a 
transhipment take place from thence to Cadiz? This course will obviate all objections as regards the 
belligerent character of the property, if any exists. 

An answer by the return vessel is desirable. I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Honorable Secretary of the Navy. 


I certify the above to be a true copy from the original, 
CIIARLES HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, Jay 10, 1825. 


Extract of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
q Y; 


On Boarp THE Sea Gui, Allenton, Thompson's Island, August 1, 1823. 

I have been engaged, since the return of the barges under Lieutenant Commandant Watson, in 
preparing them for an expedition to the piratical establishment at New Malaga, against the arrival of 
the expected vessels, from which I calculated on getting men; but I have lately been informed, by the 
arrival of a British brig-of-war at this place, (with every officer and man down with the yellow fever, 
except thirteen, ) that a sloop-of-war and several light vessels from Jamaica, have gone against that place. 
I shall, consequently, as there is much danger from sickness on that coast, delay my departure until I 
hear the result of the British expedition, and have directed the commander of the Hornet to take one of 
the small schooners, (now on the coast of Cuba,) with him, to send back with such information as he may 
collect on the subject. There have been no captures, (except Spanish, by open boats, ) by pirates, on 
this side of the Island of Cuba, since I have been here and no pirate has appeared that we have not 
captured, 





Extract of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Sea Geri, Port Rodgers, August 31, 1823. 

It is with the deepest regret T have to inform you, the yellow fever has lately made its appearance 
among us to an alarming degree, and has carried off several. For information as to the number of deaths, 
and the present situation of the sick, I beg leave to refer you to the enclosed medical reports, and to say 
that we are badly off for inedical assistance, 





Commodore Porter to Commodore Chauncey. 


Wasntneton City, October 27, 1823. 
Sir: I have the honor to report to you my arrival here, in the United States galliot the Sea Gull, 
from Thompson’s Island, in forty-three days, and from which place I was driven, with the squadron, by a 
pestilence which made its appearance there, carrying off, in a short time, for the want of the necessary 
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medical aid on the station, a great number of valuable officers and men. This circumstance induced me 
to order the large vessels to Hampton Roads, there to remain for a short time, where medical assistance, 
if required by them on their arrival, could be obtained. But Tam happy to inform you that, with the 
exception of some intermittents, contracted since their arrival, they are perfectly healthy, as all the small 
vessels were which were left on the station, 

The vessels on the West India station have never been more healthy than they have been this 
season, the disease with which we have been afflicted being altogether local, and originating in the 
decomposition of vegetable substances, after the heavy rains, and during the succeeding intense heat of 
the weather. My experience convinces me that, from the middle of July to the middle of October, the 
lee side of Thompson’s Island is an unfit residence for man; for the rest of the year, no place within the 
Those who have resided on the weather side of the island have at all times 


tropics can be more healthy. 
As a place of deposit 


been exempt from the sickness with which those to the leeward have been afflicted. 
for our stores, and of repair for our vessels employed on the coast of Cuba, no place can be better adapted; 
but, while the same causes for disease exist, and they must ever exist, it would not be prudent to make 
it a permanent station, where many men would be exposed to the baneful influence of the sickly season, 
As we are now happily situated, with regard to the authorities of Cuba, the inconvenience of an absence 
of three or four months from Thompson’s Island would not be felt, and the excellent and healthy harbor 
of Matanzas, where we enjoy every facility and convenience from the local authorities, will obviate all 
the other inconveniences which might otherwise be experienced, The short delay of receiving stores 
from on board the ships from the island, and the position they may take outside the harbor, free from the 
influence of the poisonous vapor which arises from the ponds, would render them secare from its effects. 
Should it be the design of the government to keep a force there, Thad proposed to myself this arrange- 
ment. Under all circumstances, however, it will be proper to have more medical men on the station; and 
had the necessary number been furnished this year, the squadron would have been, no doubt, ina great 
measure, saved from the deplorable consequences which have resulted, as the disease, in the commence- 
ment, was completely under the control of medicine; but, [regret to say, that several perished without 

a physician. The whole of the medical men, 
and exposure, taken down with the disease, 
we thought ourselves entitled to. J am well 


receiving any medical aid whatever, and without ever seeing 
with scareely an exception, were, from their great fatigue 
and we were left to perish for want of that assistance which 
aware, however, of the difliculties the Department has labored under to make the surgeons do their duty. 

The Sea Gull will want coppering, and some other repairs; the rest of the vessels are in general in 
Several of the officers of the squadron under my orders request leave of absence for a short 


good order. 
I beg to be 
= ‘ 


time, and many applications are daily made to me on points of duty relating to my command, 
informed by you, whether I am to act on these matters as I have done heretofore, or to leave them to the 
management of the Navy Department. 

I shall hold myself, and the vessels, ready to return to the station, so soon as It can be done with 


safety to those on board. T imust entreat of you, however, an additional supply of medical men for the 


vessels of the squadron, and for the establishment on shore. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 
Com. Isaac Cuacncey, Senior Member of the Board of Navy Comm'rs, and Acting Sec. of the Navy. 


Com. Porter to the Secretary of the Navy. 
Baurimone, November 19, 1823. 


Sir: In conformity with your wishes, verbally expressed to me, | have the honor to submit to you a 
brief outline of my proceedings in the West Indies, with the squadron under my command, for the sup- 
pression of piracy, and for the protection of persons and property, of the citizens of the United States. 

In order to take in as large a field for operation as possible, I proceeded with my squadron, consist- 
ing of a sloop-of-war, a steam galliot, a store ship, and nine schooners, to windward, touching at St. 
Thomas, showing my forces off the forts of Porto Rico; and although my presence there was attended 
with the loss of a gallant young officer, it resulted in the raising of the blockade of the coasts of the 
Columbian republic, and gave a check to a system of licensed piracy, which had for a long time previ- 
ously been practiced, from St. John’s, and other ports of that island. 

From thence, I continued to scour the coasts of the islands of the West Indies to Cuba, the place of 
our destination, where we found piracy in full foree; but, by the extraordinary activity and vigilance of 
the officers and men under my command, it was, in less than two months from our arrival, as completely 
suppressed, as it is at this moment, or will be for several years. 

The actual presence of an active naval force, with a proper understanding with the authorities on 
shore, being the only means by which the hordes of desperadoes, which have so long infested the almost 
unknown coasts of this extensive island, can be completely exterminated, happily the utmost cordiality 
and most perfeet co-operation have existed between the authorities of Cuba and myself; and, from them, 
I have received every countenance which could aid me in effecting an object so interesting to the whole 
civilized world, and so honorable to the character of our country; and from those under my command, a 
zeal and activity which have been rarely equaled, and, I will venture to say, have never been surpassed, 
in any navy, or on any service. . 

Humanity will deplore the loss of the many gallant spirits which accompanied me, and which shared 
in this most arduous duty; but she will console herself in the reflection, that the whole world has bene- 
fited by their exertions, and that numbers unknown have, by them, been saved from the knives of the 
most blood-thirsty monsters that ever disgraced the name of man. 

The details of the operations of the forces entrusted to me have, from time to time, been communt- 
cated to you. I beg leave, therefore, to refer you to the archives of the office for more minute information. 
It will, I hope, suffice to say that, at present, I have no knowledge of the existence of any piratical 
establishment, vessels, or boats, or of a pirate afloat, in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. They have 
all been burnt, taken, destroyed, and driven to the shore, where the latter have, in most cases, been 
speedily captured by the local military. 

Some severity has been exercised while the battle lasted, but the result has been beneficial, the 
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examples having struck a panic which will, no doubt, long serve to deter others from embarking in 
similar pursuits. 

The fixing an establishment at Thompson’s Island for rendezvous and supplies, as my instructions 
required, has had the most happy effect in attaining the object in view. Its vicinity to Havana, placed, 
as it were, in the thoroughfare of vessels sailing through the gulf, makes it, in many points of view, an 
object of great importance to the United States; and, although for three months in the year it must ever 
remain sickly, while existing causes continue, it is, from its extraordinary salubrity for the remainder of 
the year, worthy a closer examination, to ascertain whether they may not be eradicated. It is my 
opinion that, by thinning the woods and draining off the heavy rains of the month of June, thereby 
promoting a free circulation of air, evaporation and dispersion of the water rendered stagnant by the 
excessive heat of June, and which causes the rapid decomposition of the vegetable matter with which 
the island abounds, the months of August, September, and October might be sufficiently healthy for the 
residence of man; but, at present, the poisonous effluvia arising from these causes is almost certain 
destruction to whoever breathes it. Had I been aware of its pernicious effects, I could, without any 
inconvenience, have guarded against them by an earlier removal of the ships; but it took us by surprise, 
and the malignity of the disease was unparalleled. It is certain that it originated on the island, for our 
ships, with the exception of those sent to work on shore, have, in their crews, enjoyed uncommon health. 

In my intercourse with foreign officers, in general, L have received from them every attention, and 
from none more than those of the British navy. The Jamacia station had heretofore been commanded 
by an admiral; but, when Sir Edward Owens, an officer of the same rank as myself, was charged with a 
force for the suppression of piracy, Admiral Rowley was recalled to England, that we might meet on 
equal grounds, 

Offers for co-operation were repeatedly made to me, but, feeling that the forces under my command 
were fully adequate to the object, 1 declined confining myself to any general plan, leaving it altogether to 
the accidental meetings of our respective forces, and to circumstances, It affords me pleasure to say, 
that whenever such meetings did take place, with a common object in view, they have been attended 
with the happiest results. 

The law making appropriation for the suppression of piracy, limited the amount to be expended to 
$160,000; and, in the expenditure, much latitude was given to me by the honorable Secretary of the Navy 
and the Board of Navy Commissioners. In the exercise of the trust reposed in me, I have endeavored to 
observe the utmost economy; and, when all shall be deducted which has been charged to the appropriation 
for this object, and shall be charged under the proper heads, it will be found that a large unexpended 
balance will be remaining in the treasury. 

The improvements of Thompson’s Island, transportation of stores for the general service, medicines, 
hospital stores, &c., &e., &e., are of this description; and, when the sale of the vessels purchased for this 
service shall take place, and their proceeds be returned to the treasury, the expense of the expedition will 
be a subject scereely worthy of consideration, 

Should the gradual withdrawal of the small vessels take place, I beg leave to suggest that a frigate, 
in addition to the two sloops-of-war now attached to the squadron, is due to the character of our service, 
to the respectability of our flag in that quarter of the world, and would, by the convenience she would 
afford to our open boats, in the pursuit of pirates, offer the most certain means of keeping them in check. 

The moral effect produced by this expedition should not be overlooked. The system of privateering 
which has prevailed, has, from its looseness, been the cause of many vexations to our commerce. Our 
presence has occasioned the oldest governments to recall vessels of this description, and the new govern- 
ments of America to issue their commissions with more precautions, to guard against abuse; consequently, 
vur commerce is free from interruption, and our flag respected throughout those seas. 


I have the honor to be, &c., D. PORTER. 
Hon, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Wasnineton City, November 27, 1823. 

Sir: Agreeably to your wish, I have perused the letter from Mr. Biddle, and fully concur with him in 
the necessity of affording protection to our Mexican commerce, and the advantage resulting from the 
transportation of specie in our ships of war, as the most certain means of taking away the powerful 
temptation for piratical depredations on merchant vessels. 

Since T have had the honor to command on the West India station, I have kept one vessel constantly 
in the Gulf of Mexico, to give protection to the persons and property of our citizens, and for the trans- 
portation of specie to the United States, agreeably to the orders of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, 
of the Ist February, 1823. Many applications have been made to me to permit cochineal to be embarked 
with the specie, but I have invariably opposed it, because I had no instructions which would authorize 
my consenting to the measure; and however it might have been to my interest, or to the interest of the 
merchants, I was not willing to give my sanction to what might be liable to abuse, and bring censure 
on me, 

I have gone no further in this respect than my orders required, and thé consequence has been that 
many millions have found their way to England in British men-of-war, that would otherwise have been 
brought to this country in our own ships, as merchants invariably embark their specie in the same vessel 
with their cochineal. 

Of the propriety of adopting the measure, being a party interested, it might be improper in me to 
speak. I can only say, that whatever orders I may receive, they shall be punctually obeyed; and what- 
ever course the Department may think proper to take, I shall endeavor, by an honest and faithful 
discharge of the trust reposed in me, to meet its views; and if vigilance can prevent abuses, none shall be 
practiced by any under my command. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


HIon. Saw L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


I certify the above to be a true copy of the original. CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Departent, dday 10, 1825. 
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Wasnineton Crry, November 29, 1823. 

Sm: I have the honor to state to you, that it is in my opinion necessary and proper, that the rate and 
application of freights for carrying specie in our ships of war, should be fixed by the Department, ag 
there is no existing regulation on the subject. 

The merchant is glad to avail himself of the protection and security thus offered to his property, for 

which he is willing to pay. It is made the duty of the commander of the ship to give protection and 
security, and to take on himself responsibilities for which he ought to be paid. It increases the duties 
and responsibilities of the commander of the squadron, for which he ought to be compensated, and it 
gives some additional trouble and labor to the officers and crew, for which they ought to receive some 
benefit. 
It has been the custom to divide the freight into three parts, of which one part has been given to the 
commander of the squadron, and the other two to the captain of the ship, thereby making the distribution 
the same as the shares in prize money; but there being no established rule, it depends altogether on 
the terms the commander of the squadron and the captain may be on, whether the custom shall continue. 
For my own part, I have never claimed any share, but it has invariably been paid to me voluntarily by 
the captains, from a sense of justice on their part. 

The British regulations established by a proclamation of the Korg, cated 12th of July, 1819, copy of 
which IT have the honor to submit to you, divides the amount of freight into four parts, one of which is 
paid to the commander of the fleet. or squadron, two-fourths to the commander of the ship carrying the 
treasure and signing the bill of lading or receipt, and one-fourth to Greenwich Ilospital, for the use of 
that institution. 

This rule embraces every desirable object, and is founded on justice, as it gives to the one who has 
the greatest responsibility, the largest amount of compensation. 

A similar rule might be adopted to advantage in our service, giving one-fourth to the navy pension 
fund, which should be received by the commander of the squadron, and which he should pay over to 
those appointed to receive it. As regards the rates of carrying freight, we have always been governed 
by those established by the proclamation above alluded to, wherein you will perceive a difference between 
the freight of treasures belonging to the crown, and of those belonging to other parties. In both cases 
there is great responsibility on the officer commanding, who is held answerable for the exact amount, 
and it is proper that he should receive an indemnity. 

By the adoption of this rule as suggested, I should certainly be the sufferer in a pecuniary point of 
view; but a strict regard to justice, and a desire to reduce to rule what is now left to chance, which 
might, under other circumstances, jeopardize the harmony of the squadron, and occasion disputes, induces 
me to ask your early instructions on the subject. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 
(Signed ) 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 


D. PORTER. 


I certify the above to be a true copy from the original, 


CHAS. WAY, Chief Clerk. 


1 


U.S. Sum Jonn Apams, Janvary 14, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to state, for the information of the Board of Navy Commissioners, that T shall 
put to sea with this ship, the Grampus, and the Sea Gull, on the 17th of this month. The ILornet is still 
in the hands of the officers of the yard, and it is uncertain when she will be ready. She is in want of one 
more chain cable, as the one intended for her was sent to the Peacock. There will be suflicient time for 
one to be made and sent to her before she leaves this place. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Hon. Jonx Roncers, President of the Board of Navy Commissioners, Washington. 


D. PORTER. 


Copy of a letter from Com. David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


U.S. Sup Jonn Anams, Norfolk, January 20, 1824. 

Sir: In reference to your letter of the 15th inst., enclosing one from Mr. Cambreleng, I have the 
honor to state that I dispatched the United States schooner Shark, on or about the Ist of this month, to 
cruise in the neighborhood of La Vera Cruz, Tampico, and Alvarado, until the Ist of March, for the pro- 
tection of our commerce in that quarter, and to be relieved at that time by the United States brig Spark 
and schooner Weasel, which vessel sailed two days since, with instructions to scour the West Indies for 
piratical vessels, said to be out previous to going there. 

The Spark will be relieved by the Grampus and another small schooner by the middle of May, and I 
shall give regular and constant protection to the persons and property of our citizens in the Gulf of 
Mexico, so long as ] am honored with my present command, unless | receive orders from you to the con- 
trary. I contemplate, by a constant routine, giving equal protection to our colony on the coast of Africa 
and guarding against the slave trade, provided it meets with your approbation. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


D. PORTER. 
Hon. Samver L, Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 
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Copy of a letter from Com. David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


U.S. Suite Joun Apams, off Havana, April 8, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that, in my route to this place, I have touched at St. Bartholo- 
mews, St. Christopher, St. Thomas; examined the south coast of Porto Rico, looking in at the Dead 
Man’s Chest and Ponce, two noted places for Porto Rico privateers; touching at Mona, St. Domingo, 
Beata, and Kingston, making diligent inquiries and examinations for piratical vessels, and offering con- 
voy and protection to vessels of all nations from piratical aggressions. 

In the course of this long route, although we have visited places formerly the rendezvous of pirates, 
and saw evidences of their having been recently there, we have not been so fortunate as to capture any, 
nor have we seen any vessels of a suspicious character, uutil two days since, when we pursued a small 
schooner which took shelter among the Colorados reefs, and, from every circumstance, there cannot be a 
doubt that she is a pirate. 

] shall, as soon as I can place the vessels now under convoy in safety, hasten to Thompson’s Island, 
to dispatch the barges and small vessels in pursuit, and hope, in a few days, to have her in possession. 

It appears that an attempt has been made to revive, on the south side of Cuba, that system of piracy 
which had so long prevailed. The British have lost some men in attempting to suppress it, and the fortunate 
assemblage of a large British force at the Isle of Pines, has, 1 have been informed, caused a dispersion 
of the gang. Nothing but the presence of a strong and active force can keep them in order. 

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 

To the Hon, Samvent L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





Copy of a letter from Com. David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


Usirep Srates Sup Joun Apams, Port Rodgers, Thompson's Island, April 24, 1824. 
Sir: T have the honor to transmit to you a copy of Captain Wilkinson’s report of the expedition after 
the piratical schooner, 
I shall immediately dispatch vessels to the coast of Yucatan, in pursuit of the vessel of which he 
gives information. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
D. PORTER. 
Hon. Sauver L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Matanzas, May 3, 1824. 

Sir: T regret extremely to learn that a bill of exchange of 5,000 dollars, drawn during my absence, 
by Mr. T. A. Thornton, purser, in favor of Messrs. Castillo, Black and Company, and approved by Captain 
Wilkinson, has been returned protested, with seven hundred dollars expenses. 

My fortunate arrival with funds, enabled the drawer to take up the bill, but in consequence of this 
protest, the credit of Navy bills, which sold for two and a half and five per cent. premium, has greatly 
suffered. 

I shall endeavor to do with what funds I have, and can obtain, on my own credit, until I hear that 
the appropriation has been made for this year. 

] have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 

Hon. Saw’ L. Sovruarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


I certify that the above is a true copy of the original on file in the Navy Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 11, 1825. 


Maranzas, May 4, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that T have sent the Decoy to New York for stores, a list of 
which (copy enclosed) has been furnished to the commandant of the Navy yard. 

I have also sent the Grayhound to New York to be coppered and repaired, as we have not mechanics 
on the station to do the work required. I beg leave to observe that a stationary force of five or six ship 
‘arpenters, ten joiners, four blacksmiths, three boat builders and twenty black laborers, could be very 
advantageously employed at Thompson’s Island. 

Such men cannot be shiped at the rendezvous; they must be got on the same terms as those employed 
at our Navy yards. 

I beg, therefore, the Commissioners will cause me to be supplied with them. 

] have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Joun Ropeers, President of the Board of Navy Commissioners. 
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Sea Guu, Matanzas, May 28, 1824. 

Sir: T reeret to be under the necessity of informing you, that the fever has made its appearance on 
the island, and that the inability of the acting surgeon’s mate, in charge of the medical department 
there, to attend to his duty, from sickness, renders his return to the north necessary, 

I have sent another to take his place, but this leaves us deplorably off for medical men. 

I purpose removing the principal part of the forces to the north about the middle of next month, as 
the only means of guarding against the consequences of a deficiency of surgeons. 

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(No Signature.) 

Hon, Saw’. L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Copy of aletter from Com. David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


U.S. Gatuior Sea Gui, Jlatanzas, June 1, 1824. 
Sir: [have the honor to enclose you a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant John H. Lee, 
who was sent by me in pursuit of the pirate that escaped from Colorados, I shall not cease the pursuit, 
until I hear of his capture or destruction. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 
ITon. Secretary of the Navy. 





Wasnineton, June 25, 1824. 

Sir: T have the honor to inform you, that I arrived here yesterday, in the Sea Gull, from the coast of 
Cuba, in nine days, and shall be prepared to return to the West Indies so soon as the season will render 
it safe to do so, and my health, which requires a respite from the effects of a tropical climate, will admit. 

My former communications have apprised you of my intention of removing most of the vessels under 
my command, to the north, during the sickly season. Orders have been given by me, on the subject, 
and every arrangement made, to give as much protection to our commerce as the force remaining on 
the station will admit. 

I have purposed sailing from New York, and visiting in my way out, as heretofore, the windward 
islands, so soon as I can get a sufficient force together, and leaving a small detachment in the nighbor- 
hood of St. Thomas, for the protection of our commerce there, where it was asked for by our merchants, when 
I last visited that place. 

The John Adams, it is probable, will require heaving out on her return, which will be in a week or 
two, which will leave me with only one sloop-of-war. 

As the health of Captain Wilkinson required his return, I have left Lieut. Oellers in command at 
Thompson’s Island, with full instructions as to the duties to be performed there; and I have left all neces- 
sary orders also for the commanders of such vessels as may arrive during my absence, 

The island promises to be healthy this season. I have left about sixty officers and men there; but I 
am sorry to say, I had only a surgeon’s mate to leave to attend them during the sickly season. 

I have, during this season, greatly improved the comfort and condition of the island, and thereby 
lessened that repngnance to remaining there, which formerly existed among both officers and men, 

I shall proceed to New York, in a few days, to hasten the dispatch of the stores, for the squadron 
and island, which are now preparing there, and which are much required. 

If there are any instructions from the Department affecting my various duties, I shall be happy to be 
furnished with them, as early as possible. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) D, PORTER, 


Hon. Sam’. L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


Wasuineton, July 14, 1824. 

Sir: IT have the honor to submit to you the accompanying copy of a correspondence, on the subject 
of the sloop Cherub, and the vexations to which our commerce is subjected, in the Mexican port of 
Tampico. 

I shall, as far as depends on me, endeavor to afford it every protection. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Hon. Saw’, L. Sourmarp, Seeretary of the Navy. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original on file in the Navy Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 12, 1825. 
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Copy of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Nuvy, dated— 
Wasnineton, dugust 9, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit you the enclosed copy and translation of a correspondence between 
Lieut. Commandant John Ritchie and the commandant of Tampico; and, in reply to your instructions of 
the 20th ultimo, requiring protection to the citizens of the United States engaged in commerce with that 
port, have to state that the Shark and two of the small schooners have been sent to the Gulf of Mexico, 
to afford the protection required. 

This, under existing circumstances, is all the force which, at present, can be sent on that service. 
The sickly condition of some of the vessels that have returned to the United States, which has caused 
them to be placed under quarantine; the want of repairs in others; the revival of piracy about Cuba and 
elsewhere, and the reduced state of my squadron, from these and other causes, prevent my affording, 
with the means at my disposal, as much protection to the citizens of the United States engaged in com- 
mercial pursuits within the limits of my command, as I could wish. 

I] have the honor to be, with great respect, &c., 
DAVID PORTER. 

IIon. Secretary of the Navy. 





Copy of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Wasuincton, August 10, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th ult., enclosing a copy of 
a letter from W. Neilson, president of the American Insurance Company of New York, complaining of 
the capture of the Mercator, near the port of Matanzas, when some of our vessels of war were stationed 
there, reflecting on the government of Cuba for permitting the seizing of “‘numerous and valuable vessels 
and cargoes, sailing under our flag,” charging it with connivance or imbecility, and justifying the govern- 
ment for taking decisive measures for the protection of our trade. I have also received your letter 
enclosing an application from the merchants of Matanzas, for further protection to our commerce in that 
port, as well as your letter of the 28th July, enclosing a copy of a letter from the master of the brig 
John, of Newport, recounting the circumstance of the robbery of that vessel near the harbor of Matanzas, 
asserting that there were no United States vessels on that side of the Island of Cuba, and stating that 
there had been six captures between Matanzas and Havana. In the various letters accompanying these 
statements, it is enjoined on me to use my efforts, and make such disposition of the force under my com- 
mand, as will render piratical aggressions, of this description, less frequent, if it is possible. The whole 
history of my operations, in conjunction with the authorities of Cuba, against the pirates, renders any 
defence of my conduct, or the conduct of those under my command, against any imputations of neglect, 
from any quarter, unnecessary, as it is well known to the Department that we have been devoted to the 
inglorious service, sacrificing health, comfort, and personal interests, for the sole object of suppressing a 
system of long continuance, the existence of which was disgraceful to the civilized nations whose citizens 
and subjects were victims to it, and which the peculiar state of the government of Cuba, arising from 
the various changes in Spain, and the numerous facilities to piracy, arising from the nature of the popu- 
lation of the island, and various other causes, originating in the suppression of the slave trade, and 
progress of the South American revolutions, put it out of the power of the local authorities to suppress, 
without aid from other quarters, which was no sooner obtained, by our presence, than the most zealous 
co-operation was commenced on the part of the government of Cuba, which has ever since continued, and 
has changed, entirely, the character of piracy from the bloody and remorseless manner in which it was 
conducted, to simply plundering of property, and the means from large cruising vessels, to open boats. 
This latter mode of carrying on their depredations, renders it extremely difficult to detect them, and is 
calculated to baffle the efforts of the most vigilant, from the ease with which they are enabled to possess 
themselves of boats along the coast of Cuba, the certainty of being enabled to escape to the unsettled 
coasts of the island, and the certainty, for some hours, in the early part of every day, that merchant 
vessels may be found, becalmed, near the land. 

Nothing but resistance on the part of those who call on us for protection, can put down the present 
system; and from the small force employed by them, the mere show of resistance, in a few instances, is 
all that is required. We have scen it stated, that one of the vessels robbed was taken possession of by 
a boat with seven men, and plundered, the crew beaten, and confined below. Surely, sir, blame should 
not be attached to us, or to the government of Cuba, for the dastardly conduct of those who, with the 
most ordinary means of defence, which every merchant vessel affords, could permit such an act; as well 
might this, or any other government, be charged with imbecility, and its officers with neglect, for not 
detecting every highway robber, housebreaker, incendiary, or counterfeiter. The charge of imbecility must 
rest on those who fail to defend themselves against their petty aggressions, and the cause is attributable, 
almost entirely, to the parsimony of the owners, who fail to furnish a few weapons to put into the hands 
of the crew of vessels destined to Cuba, 

Those robberies are committed most frequently by the persons employed in loading the vessels, who 
are well acquainted with their destitution of fire arms at the time of sailing. 

I have taken the liberty of enclosing you reports from Lieutenant McIntosh, the commandant of 
Thompson’s Island, by which you will perceive that every vigilance has been exercised by him in endea- 
voring to recapture the vessels taken, and punish the offenders; that at the very time that William Norris 
states that no United States vessels were on the north side of Cuba, the Terrier, Lieutenant Paine, and 
Diableta, were cruising there, and I have also to state, that the Ferret, Lieutenant Farragut, was on that 
coast and had been, daily, (until a few days previous,) employed in giving convoy in and out of the 
harbor, sometimes with his vessel, and sometimes with his small boats. I have further to state, that the 
John Adams, corvette, the brig Spark, the schooner Grampus, the Jackal, Weasel, and the Beagle, have, 
a short time since the date of Mr. Norris’ letter, all visited the coasts and ports of Cuba, zealously 
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employed in the protection of our commerce, in the performance of which duty, I regret to state, that 
Lieutenants Montgomery and Cumming, with several others, have fallen victims. 

The reports of Captain Dallas, Lieutenant Commandants Newton, Sloat, Lee, and Zantzinger, and 
Acting Lieutenant Farragut, with which you have already been made acquainted, will show the arduous 
duties. they have performed; ‘and the report of Acting Lieutenant Pinkh: um, the successor of Lieutenant 
Commandant Montgomery, ‘will show the result of his arduous, useful, and disastrous cruise. There is, 
at this time, on the coast of Cuba, and on their way there, the ships Hornet and Decoy, the schooners 
Shark, Wild Cat, and Terrier, and six barges; and, in a short time, the force will be augmented by the 
departure of others of the schooners, large and small, The charge, then, or intimation in any shape, of 
neglect, on the part of myself or officers, to the interest of the me chants, who have no fe eling but for 
their own pecuniary concerns, is, as you perceive, unfounded. — It is true, that warned by the. dreadful 
mortality of last year, and by approaching disease, I left the West Indies, and ordered home the ereater 
part of the force ‘under my command; and the only cause of regret to me now is, that I did not remove 
them earlier, by which many valuable lives would have been saved, and that there should be a necessity 
for their return at this unfavorable season, which will undoubte ‘dly cause the death of more. 

I beg you to excuse my going so much into detail, but as the frequent applications to the Department, 
from the merchants concerned in the Matanzas trade, for protection, might induce the belief of neglect on 
my part, I have felt that this explanation is necessary. 

I cannot conceal from you, however, my mortific ation at their conduc ‘t, after the devotion we have all 
shown to their particular interests, which e titled us to their warmest gratitude. 

IT have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 

The Hon, Sam. L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Wasuineton, October 13, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to report to you, the arrival here of the United States schooner Fox, Lieutenant 
Commandant Ritchie, from the coast of Mexico, via Thompson’s Island, and that she brings accounts as 
late as the 25th of September. 

At the time of her leaving the island, no information had been received of the U.S. schooner Wild Cat, 
under the temporary command of Midshipman Booth, who left Havana on the 25th August, to proceed to 
Thompson’s Island; there can be no doubt, therefore, from the violent gales experienced, of the loss of 
this vessel, her officers and crew. 

The situation of the island was truly alarming at the last date. Four deaths had taken place the day 
previously, and one on the day of the report: the whole number from the 20th to the 25th, eight, including 
one surgeon’s mate. 

Should no change take place for the better, it only remains for the officer in command to remove 
from the island (which, from the confidence I have in his discretion, and the means he at all times has 
at command, in the wreckers and other vessels which daily touch there,) [have no doubt will be done, 
whenever he may deem it necessary. 

I flatter myself with the hope of making the island more healthy next season, by the improvements 
at present proposed, to wit; filling up the ponds, and clearing away the woods; and if this should not 
succeed, the abandonment of the island must necessarily follow. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 


Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 


Wasnineton, October 16, 1824. 
December, 1823, the 





Sir: I have the honor to report, in conformity with your orders of the 
amount of moneys carried in the vessels under my command, since that period. 


John Adams, Captain Dallas, from Tampico for Philadelphia... .....cccceeeececcecesceeee $70,000 


Spark, Lieut. Commandant Newton, from Havana for New York ........cecccccccccccsvcce 80,000 
Shark, Lieut. Commandant Stevens, from Tampico for New York. .........0cceeeeeceeeees 102,000 
Weasel, Lieut. Commandant Zantzinger, from Tampico for New York...........eeeeeeeeee = 127,000 
Fox, Lieut. Commandant Ritchie, from Tampico for Havana ..........ccee cece cece ccscens ] 7,000 
Fox, Lieut. Commandant Ritchie, from Tampico to the United States ........ cc. cece ee eee 3,000 

TOUR GMONNL, 60.0000 sees vderccsoseccrcsrscvesendeseeroscccvcoccesesseveccooseses §00s000 





The average amount of freight for carrying which is 14 per cent. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Hon, Sauver L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


I certify the above to be a true copy of the original. 
; CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, Way 10, 1825 
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Extract of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Wasnineton, October 22, 1824. 


I have received your letter of yesterday, and shall proceed to sea in the John Adams, with the 
least possible delay. The ship will be at Newcastle by the time I reach there. I enclose orders for the 
officer who may take out the Constellation. 





U.S. Sup Jonw Apnams, Passage Island, November 15, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that on my arrival at St. Thomas, I was informed that Lieu- 
tenant Commandant Platt, of the U.S. schooner Beagle, who had visited Foxardo, a town on the east 
coast of Porto Rico, about two miles from the sea, for the purpose of making inquiries respecting a quan- 
tity of dry goods, supposed to have been deposited there by pirates, was, after being recognized as an 
American officer, by the proper authorities there, imprisoned and shamefully treated. 

Indignant at the outrages which have so repeatedly been heaped on us by the authorities of Porto 
Rico, I proceeded to this place, where I left the ship, and taking with me the schooners Grampus and 
Beagle, and the boats of the John Adams, with Captain Dallas and part of his officers, seamen, and 
marines, proceeded to the port of Foxardo, where, finding preparations were making to fire on us from 
the battery on shore, I sent a party of seamen and marines to spike the guns, which was done in a few 
minutes, as the Spaniards fled on the landing of t e party. I then landed with two hundred men, and 
marched to the town, spiking, on the way, the guns of a small battery, placed for the defence of a pass on 
the road, and reached the town in about thirty minutes after landing. I found them prepared for defence, 
as they had received information from St. Thomas of my intentions of visiting the place. I halted about 
pistol shot from their forces, drawn up on the outskirts of the town, and sent in a flag, requiring the 
alealde or governor, with the captain of the port, the principal offenders, to come to me to make atone- 
ment for the outrage—giving them one hour to deliberate. They appeared accordingly, and after beg- 
ging pardon, (in the presence of all the officers,) of the officer who had been insulted, and expressing 
great penitence, I permitted them to return to the town, on their promising to respect all American officers 
who may visit them hereafter. We then returned to the vessels, and left the harbor, after being at 
anchor three hours. 

As we were getting under way, a number of persons appeared on the beach, bearing a white flag, 
and having with them some bullocks, and a number of horses, apparently laden—no doubt a present from 
the authorities of the place, which they informed me they should send me. 

There is no doubt that our persons and our flag will be more respected hereafter, than it has been by 
the authorities of Porto Rico. 

Every officer and man, on this occasion, conducted themselves in a manner to meet my entire appro- 
bation. 

I have the honor to be, &e., 
(Signed ) 
Hon, Saucer L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


D. PORTER. 


I certify that the above is a true copy of the original on file in the Navy Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
May 12, 1825. 


Wasuineton, March 8, 1825. 
Sir: The officers named in the enclosed list will be necessary as witnesses to enable me to repel, in 
a snitable manner, the foul charges of Mr. Thomas Randall and Mr. John Mountain, and the injurious 
insinuations and assertions on the floor of Congress, against myself and the officers under my command. 
Understanding that vessels, having some of them on board, are about sailing, I beg that they may 
be detained, provided it can be done without injury te the public service. 
J have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Yon, 8. L. Sourmarp, 


D. PORTER. 


Navy Department, May 11, 1825. 


] certify that the above is a correct copy from the original on file in this Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


Captains.—Stephen Cassin, A. J. Dallas, Wm, B. Finch, L. Kearney, T. Tf. Stevens, 

Lieutenants—C. W. Skinner, J. T. Newton, F. H. Gregory, Silas Duncan, J. P. Zantzinger, C. H. 
Bell, ©. Boarman, R. Voorhees, C, K, Stribling, D. G. Farragut, J. G. Boughan. 

Purser.—F¥. A, Thornton. 





GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS, 


Having been appointed to the command of the squadron, fitted out under an act of Congress of the 
20th of December last, to cruise in the West India seas and the Gulf of Mexico, for the purpose of sup- 
pressing piracy, and affording effectual protection to the citizens and commerce of the United States; 
and to the command of all the United States ships and vessels of war in the West Indies, fitted out for 
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the aforesaid objects, and for the suppression of the slave trade, it becomes my duty (in order that a 
perfect understanding may be had by those under my command of the extent of the wuthorities to be 
exercised by them in case of separation, or in case of being detached on special service ) to point out 
briefly to them the conduct to be pursued under particular circumstances, and in doing so, shall confine 
myself to existing laws, and the instructions of the honorable Secretary of the Navy; and it is hoped 
that in no ease these orders will be exceeded, without my sanction first being obtained, 

First, then, with regard to piracy. On this subject there has been three several acts—that of March 


3d, 1819; of May 15th, 1820; and that of the 20th December last, authorizing the additional force of 


schooners, &c. 
The second section of the act of March 3d, 1819, authorizes ‘to subdue, seize, take, and send into 


any port in the United States, any armed vessel or boat, or any vessel or boat, the crew whereof: shall be 
armed, and which shall have attempted or committed any piratical aggressions, search, restraint, depreda- 
tion, or seizure, upon any vessel of the United States, or the citizens thereof, or upon any other vessels.” 

From the generality of this latter description of vessels, it would seem to embrace those of every 
nation or country upon which any piratical aggression may have been committed. Admitting the act 
might be extended thus far, it does not appear to be the general object of the law, and it was thought 
by the President most advisable at one time, not to give it a like indiscriminate practical construction, 
as to all vessels. The great object, as pointed out in the first section of the act, was to protect the mer- 
chant vessels of the United States from piratieal aggression. This will, therefore be considered a 
particular and special duty. If, however, there shall be discovered depredations on other vessels, com- 
mitted under such gross and aggravated circumstances as to leave little doubt of their piratical character, 
it will be a duty then to capture and bring in the aggressors. It is thought most advisable thus to dis- 
tinguish in these instructions, because, among other considerations, it will be seen that, under the second 
section of the act, authority is only given to retake vessels of the United States, or its citizens, which 
may have been unlawfully captured on the high seas; no positive authority is given by it to retake the 
vessels of any foreign nation or country. It will also be perceived that, under this section (2d) of the 
act, authority is only given to ‘‘subdue, seize, and take” such vessels or boats, &c., as shall have 
attempted or committed some piratical aggression. 

Whatever well grounded suspicions may be entertained that a vessel may have been fitted out, and 
is intended to be employed in such depredations, the act does not authorize her molestation, unless there 
is satisfactory evidence that she has either affempted or actually committed some piratical aggression on 
some merchant vessel of the United States or her crew, or upon some other vessel under the special 
circumstances above mentioned. 

This, by this act, must be considered an important and leading regulation, as it will be a strong 
and almost controlling circumstance (considering we are at peace with all the world), in making up a 
judgment whether it would be safe and justifiable to treat them as pirates. Whenever, therefore, boats 
or vessels shall be found, the erews whereof have committed any actual violence, outrage, or depreda- 
tion upon any vessels of the United States, or citizens thereof, or any other vessel, as above mentioned, 
it is to be sufficient to authorize their being ‘subdued, seized and taken,”’ and unless it should’ satisfac- 
appear that they were acting under some lawful authority, and not piratically, they are to be sent 
in for adjudication. The act of May 15th, 1820, continues in force the act of March 3d, 1819, and makes 
further provision for punishing the crime of piracy. The third section of this act declares as pirates any 
person who shall, upon the high seas, or in any open roadstead, or in any haven, basin, or bay, or in any 
river where the sea ebbs and flows, commit the crime of robbery in or upon any ship or vessel, or upon 
any of the ship’s company of any ship or vessel, or the lading thereof; such person shall be adjudged to 
be a pirate, and the penalty death, on conviction before the circuit court of the United States. 

The fourth and fifth sections make it piracy for any citizen of the United States to be engaged in 
the slave trade, and the penalty on conviction before the Circuit Court of the United States, death. 
This act is more extended than the former in its definition of the act of piracy, but in no part (except in 
continuing in force the former law,) authorizes capture by the armed vessels of the United States. 
The high and delicate power, therefore, vested in the President by the act of March 8d, 1819, which 
authorizes and requests him to employ so many of the public armed vessels as in his judgment. the ser- 
vice may require, with suitable instructions to the commanders thereof, in protecting the merchant 
vessels of the United States and their crews from piratical aggressions and depredations, has been 
resorted to and exercised for the purpose of more clearly defining the duties to be performed. The trust 
reposed in me is one of a peculiarly delicate character; for while it is made my duty to protect our 
commerce against all unlawful interruptions, and to guard the rights both of person and property of the 
citizens of the United States, whenever it shall become necessary, it is enjoined on me not to encroach 
on the rights of others; and whatever discussion or collision 1 may have with any foreign power in rela- 
tion to such rights, 1am bound to conduct it with as much moderation and forbearance as is consistent 
with the honor of my country, and the just claims of its citizens. 

The system of piracy, from whatever cause it may have originated, is of considerable extent; and 
from the population of the Spanish islands, which cannot enforce the authority of the government, estab- 
lishments have been made by parties of those banditti in the uninhabited parts, to which they carry their 
plunder, and retreat in time of danger. It cannot be presumed that the government of any island will 
afford any protection or countenance to such robbers. It may, on the contrary, confidently be believed 
that all governments, and particularly those most exposed, will afford all means in their power for their 


torily 


suppression. 

Pirates are considered by the laws of nations the enemies of the human race. It is the duty of all 
nations to put them down—and none who respect their own character or interest will refuse to do it, 
much less afford them an asylum and protection. 

The nation that makes the greatest exertions to suppress such banditti, has the greatest merit. In 
making such exertions, it has a right to the aid of every other power, to the extent of its means, and to, 
the enjoyment under its sanction of all its rights in pursuit of the object. In the case of belligerents, 
when the army of one party enters the territory of a neutral power, the army of the other has a right to 
follow it there; in the case of pirates, the right of the armed force of one power to follow them into the 
territory of another is more complete. 

In regard to pirates, there is no neutral party; they being the enemies of the human race, all 
nations are parties against them, and may be considered as allies. The object and intention of our 
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government is to respect the feelings as well as the rights of others, both in substance and in form, in 
all the measures which may be adopted to accomplish the end in view. Should, therefore, the crews of 
any vessel seen engaged in acts of piracy, or which there is just cause to suspect of being of that 
character, retreat into the ports, harbors, and settled parts of the islands, you may enter, in pursuit 
of them, such ports, harbors, and settled parts of the country for the purpose of aiding the local 
authorities or people, as the case may be, to seize and bring the offenders to justice, previous notice 
being given that this is the sole object. When a government exists and is felt, the local authorities must 
in all instances be respected, and every act must be in aid of and in co-operation with them; it being the 
exclusive purpose of the Government of the United States to suppress piracy, an object in which all 
nations are equally interested, and in the accomplishment of which, the Spanish authorities and people 
will, it is presumed, cordially co-operate with us. 

If, in the pursuit of pirates found at sea, they shall retreat into the unsettled parts of the islands or 
foreign territory, liberty is given to pursue them, so long only as there is reasonable prospect of being 
able to apprehend them; and in no case are we at liberty to pursue and apprehend any one after having 
been forbidden so to do by competent authority of the local government; and if on such pursuit any 
pirates should be apprehended on land, they are to be given over to the proper authorities, to be dealt 
with according to law; and all the evidence that: can be furnished, is to be given in proof of the offence 
alleged against them. Should the local authorities refuse to receive and prosecute such persons, so 
apprehended, on reasonable evidence being furnished them of their guilt, they are then to be kept safely 
and securely until information on the subject can be communicated to me. 

Great complaints have been made to the government of the interruption and injury to our commerce, 
by privateers fitted out from Spanish ports; great discretion is required in giving to our vessels neces- 
sary protection against their aggressions, without infringing on the rights of the belligerents. We know 
not how far they have been authorized and instructed to intercept our trade with Mexico and the Colom- 
bian republic; but, according to the well settled rules of the laws of nations, the United States will not 
consider any portion of the coast upon the Gulf of Mexico as legally blockaded, except where a naval 
force is stationed sufficient to carry into effect the blockading order or decree; and our government does 
not recognize the right or authority of Spain to interdict or interrupt our commerce with any portion of 
the coast included within the Colombian republic or Mexican government, not actually blockaded by a 
competent force. 

Hence, it is but reasonable to infer that to arrest our vessels, employed in lawful trade, from the 
fangs of the numerous privateers which have lately been fitted out from Porto Rico, and to ‘subdue, 
seize, take and send into any port” these depredators on our commerce, would be right and proper; but, 
in doing this, great discretion and prudence must be exercised, and the fact must be clearly ascertained 
that they come within the provisions of the second section of the act of March 3d, 1819. 

By recent decisions of our courts and officers, competent to decide, and by the wording of the fifth 
section of the act of March 3d, 1819, it would appear that piracy may be committed by vessels legally 
authorized to cruise and engage in mercantile pursuits, and that the persons alone committing the act, 
are responsible for the same. I allude particularly to the Pancheta, sent in by the Grampus, some of 
the crew of which were imprisoned, to be tried for piracy, and the vessel liberated by decision of the 
judge; and to the Ninfa Catalina, sent in by the Spark for an act of piracy on a former voyage. The 
vessel and cargo, immediately on her arrival in the United States, were restored to the owners, part of 
the crew liberated, and those who committed the act only confined for trial. I might cite other ‘ases to 
justify the opinion I entertain as to the course proper to be pursued to effect the object of our expedition, 
with the least possible injury to those not implicated in the crime—but these will suffice. 

In the first case cited, the decision of the judge justifies the conduct of the capturing officer, and in 
the other case the law would seem equally to authorize her being ‘subdued, seized, taken,” &c., &e. The 
language of the fifth section of the law above cited, is as follows: ‘And be it further enacted, that if 
any person whatsoever, shall, on the high seas, commit the crime of piracy, as defined by the laws of 
nations, and such offenders shall afterwards be found and be brought into the United States, any such 
offender or offenders, shall, on conviction thereof before the circuit court of the United States, for the 
district into which he or they may be brought, or in which he or they shall be found, be punished with 
death.” 

But it does not appear to me to be necessary, in order to the attainment of justice, that the innocent 
should suffer for the guilty. If the ship is not answerable for the acts of the crew, there can be no neces- 
sity or propriety in sending in the ship for adjudication; because by so doing, injury is brought on the 
owners, the innocent party, and to us they look for indemnity, who have no other appeal than to the 
liberality of our country. 

But piracy must be punished, and we are bound by the second section of the act of March 3d, 1819, 
to “subdue, seize, and take” all vessels which commit it, and after we have done so, and it is found that 
the vessel committing the act is a legally authorized cruiser, the most that it would seem proper to do 
on the occasion, would be, to take from on board her the persons committing the act, and send them to 
the United States for trial. , 

For the same principle that would justify their capture on land, will apply with equal propriety to 
their seizure on board ships on the ocean, and perhaps, if any competent authority should be near at hand, 
it would be equally proper to deliver them up to it, with proofs of their guilt, on a pledge that they shall 
be brought to trial; but ona refusal to give such pledge, they must be reported to me, with as little delay 
as possible. 

The next subject to which attention is to be directed, is the suppression of the slave trade, and it is 
expected that the utmost vigilance shall be exerted, in order that this inhuman practice may be put down. 
By the act of the 20th of April, 1818, it is made unlawful to import, or bring, in any manner whatsoever, 
into the United States, or the Territories thereof, from any foreign place, any person of color, with intent 
to hold, sell, or dispose of such person as a slave, or to be held to service. 

By this act it is also made unlawful for any citizen of the United States, or other person, to build, 
equip, load, fit, or otherwise prepare any ship or vessel in any port or place within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, or to cause any ship or vessel to sail from any port or place whatsoever within the juris- 
diction of the United States, for the purpose of procuring and transporting any such slaves to any port 
or place whatever; and any ship or vessel employed in such importation of slaves, or so built or fitted 
out or prepared, is liable to be seized and forfeited. 








238 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 270, 


And by the act of third March, 1819, the President is authorized to employ any of the armed vessels 
t may think proper, where he may judge attempts may 
be made to carry on the slave trade by citizens of the United States, or residents thereof, in contraven- 
tion of the acts of Congress prohibiting the same; and to instruct such armed vessels to seize, take, and 
bring into any port of the United States, to be proceeded against according to law, all ships or vessels 
of the United States, wheresoever found, which may have taken on board, or which may be intended for 
the purpose of taking on board or of transporting, or may have transported any person of color, in vio- 
lation of any provisions of the act of the 20th of April, 1818, above referred to, or in violation of any 
other act or acts prohibiting the traffic in slaves. From the generality of the provisions of the slave 
acts, authority is given to take and bring into port all vessels of the United States which may have been 
in any manner employed or intended to be employed in the slave trade, or any other vessel which may be 
employed in the importation of slaves into the United States. ; 

It will be observed that the first provision applies only to vessels of the United States; the second 
applies to vessels of every nation. The rest of the laws go to explain the manner of disposing of the 
slaves and persons taken in the trade, prescribe the punishment to the offenders, and the bounty to the 


of the United States to cruise in such places as he 


captors. 

It will be sufficient, therefore, that the capture should be made under the foregoing circumstances, 
and that reference should be had to me for instructions as to the disposal of the vessels, slaves, and 
offenders, and to the laws for a final decision. 

There is one thing that must be particularly observed: it is not to be considered in these general 
instructions for the suppression of the slave trade, that authority is given at any place out of the waters 
of the United States to search, capture, or in any manner whatever to interrupt vessels under any other 
than the American flag. 

As regards the recapture of vessels which may be found in the hands of pirates, and not belonging 
to the United States: although there are no laws which authorize our rescuing them from the fangs of 
those monsters; and, although the President has given no positive instructions on this head; still, as 
humanity obviously calls on us to exercise the power, having the means in our hands, (as it is a duty 
implied by instructions subsequently given to me, by the measures adopted for the suppression of piracy, 
and as it is enjoined on me by the government to harmonize and co-operate with the forces of any other 
power engaged in the same pursuit with ourselves, thereby showing a common interest, ) I will take on 
myself to supply the omission, as it certainly is one, by authorizing the act whenever it may become 
necessary. 

All vessels therefore, of any nation whatever, found in the possession of pirates, may be taken from 
them as though they belonged to the United States, and as though their recapture was provided for by 
the laws for the suppression of piracy, and by the most positive instructions of the government. 

These instructions, although swelled to an unusual length, are rendered as concise as the subject 
would admit of, to enable me to inform you fully as to the views of the government. 

We have a very delicate duty to perform; and with full confidence in the discretion of those I have 
the honor to command, I hope it may be fulfiiled to the entire satisfaction of our country, to our own 
honor, and to the honor and general interest of the navy. 

In time of actual warfare between nations, there can be no difficulty in discriminating between right 
and wrong, but the service on which we are engaged requires the exercise of our soundest judgment; 
and in proportion to the difficulty of discriminating will be the merit of doing what is proper. 

The eyes of the world are on us, and while we must not fail in energy, we must not want in cireum- 
spection. 
(Signed ) 

U.S. Sap Peacock, February 26, 1823. 


D. PORTER, 


[Circular.] 


I am directed by the honorable Secretary of the Navy, to assure the officers and men of the squadron 
I have the honor to command, of the consideration in which their services, on their recent expedition 
against the pirates of the West Indies are held, and the high sense entertained of their devotion to a most 
arduous and dangerous service, wherein a vigor has been displayed which has effectually arrested 
the depredations of the freebooters, afforded security to our trade, and justly entitles them to the unquali- 
fied approbation of the Navy Department, and the thanks of their country. 

(Signed ) 
Wasnincton, October 29, 1823. 


D. PORTER. 


a a a 


GENERAL ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS FROM COMMODORE PORTER TO THE SQUADRON UNDER HIS COMMAND, 
General order. 


The duties of captain to the squadron, are hereafter to be performed by Master Commandant Finch, 
who will execute all the duties comprised in the ‘Regulations and instructions for commanders of squad- 
rons or divisions of ships of the United States navy,” page 19 of the Rules, regulations, and instructions, 
for the naval service of the United States, prepared by the Board of Navy Commissioners of the United 
States, with the consent of the Secretary of the Navy, in obedience to an act of Congress, passed 7th 
February, 1815, entitled An act to alter and amend the several acts for establishing a Navy Department, 
by adding thereto a Board of Commissioners. 

A general order book is to be kept by the captain to the squadron, into which all orders of a general 
character are to be copied, and from which copies may be obtained by every officer under my command. 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Wasuineton City, November 8, 1823. 
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General order. 

The Hornet, Grampus, Spark, and Shark, now at Norfolk, are to be got ready for sea, with all pos- 
sible dispatch, and are to rendezvous in the [vicinity] of Craney Island, where I shall join them soon with 
the rest of the vessels of the West India squadron in the United States. It is hoped that all will be 
ready to sail on the 15th of this month. 

(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Wasuineton City, December 1, 1823. 


Circular to commanders of vessels in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 
U.S. Sure Jonn Apans, Craney Island, December 30, 1823. 

Sir: No ship or vessel, under my command, is allowed by me to take on freight any treasure, of any 
description, without special instructions from me; which, when necessary and proper, will be issued in 
conformity with those I have received on the subject from the honorable Secretary of the Navy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


General order. 


All the small schooners, now at Matanzas and Havana, and cruising on the coast of Cuba, are to 
repair to this place with all possible dispatch. 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
TuHompson’s Istann, April 12, 1824. 





Circular to commanders. 


The Secretary of the Navy has been instructed by the President to inform me that it is his wish that 
I should not attempt to break any blockade sustained by force; but, when I am prevented from entering 
a blockaded place, to immediately make report thereof, with the circumstances attending it, to the Navy 
Department. He has also been instructed to urge upon me the cultivation of the best personal and 
national feelings in my intercourse with all the officers of other nations, with whom I may meet, and to 
enjoin the same upon those under my command. 
With these wishes and injunctions you will please to comply, making, if necessary, reports to me 
for the information of the Secretary of the Navy. 
Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Wasuincton, July 15, 1824. 


Circular. 
Wasntneton, dugust 16, 1824. 

Str: Application has frequently been made to the Navy Department, by individuals, to give convoy 
to belligerent ports; and, on considering the subject, it has been deemed advisable not to confine our 
protection to particular cases, on the applications of individuals, but to make it of a general principle, 
and given to all alike. This is necessary to guard against any infringement of the rights of belligerents, 
as regards blockades and contraband of war; the first of which is in no case to be violated, and the 
second is never to be protected. Upon these principles our public ships should never give convoy to our 
merchant vessels to the ports of either of the belligerents without a perfect knowledge that they had 
no contraband articles on board, nor are they ever to be protected against a blockading force when 
warned off. 

You will, therefore, take under your protection such vessels as may offer for convoy on your route, 
governing yourself by the foregoing general principles, and the orders and instructions heretofore 
given. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

To the Commanpers of the Squadron. 





Extract from a general order, dated— 
Norrotk, November 8, 1823. 
All the ships and vessels of the squadron under my command, now at Norfolk, are to be removed to 
Washington, with all possible dispatch, where their repairs, equipments and supplies are to be com- 
pleted with as little loss of time as possible. 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO DIFFERENT OFFICERS, AND THEIR REPORTS. 


Sm: You will proceed with the schooners the Fox and the Jackal, and the two cutters Gallinipper 
and Musquito, to examine the coast of Cuba, from Havana down to Cape Antonio, in the neighborhoud of 


U.S. Sure Peacock, Thompson's Island, April 5, 1823. 


which place I expect soon to join you. 
You will please to govern yourself by my general instructions, as to the course to be pursued in the 
pursuit of pirates. 
Wishing you a pleasant and successful cruise, 
I am, with sincere respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) DPD. PORTER. 


Captain SrerHen Cassin, 


Captain Cassin to Commodore Porter. 
U.S. Scnooner Fox, off the Havana, April 9, 1823. 


Sir: Agreeably to your orders of the 5th instant, I proceeded with the schooners Fox and Jackal, 
and the barges Gallinipper and Musquito, off this harbor, and dispatched Lieut. Commandant Stephens, 
in his small boat, into the port. On his approaching the Moro, he was ordered by the guard to return, 
as his boat would not be permitted to enter; but that his schooner might. As it was important that we 
should communicate with the consul, I ordered the Jackal into the harbor for that purpose. She was 
suffered to pass; and returning brought an urgent request from Mr. Warner, and the entreaty of numer- 
ous merchants and ship-masters, to afford convoy to eight or ten American vessels, then ready to sail, 
they having been waiting a convoy a considerable time—such was the alarm created by piratical depreda- 
been committed in the very mouth of the harbor, and one only the 
evening before our arrival, by the noted schooner Pilot. Captain Stephens also informed me that this 
pirate was then supposed to be in Escondido, or Hidden Harbor, Under these circumstances, I thought 
myself justifiable in giving convoy, and sent Captain Stephens in to make known to vessels of all nations 
that I would afford them protection as far as the gulf, and proceed with them at daylight on the 7th. 

On a belief of finding the pirates, I dispatched Lieutenant Stribling in the Gallinipper, accompanied 
by the Musquito, Lieutenant Kelly, of the Fox, at T o’clock in the evening, to Escondido, On the morn- 
ing of the 8th I fell in with the Wild Cat and Beagle, who had been run off their cruising ground in 
chase of the pirates; but lost sight of them during the night. As it would not be detaining those vessels 
more than a few hours, I determined to keep them with the convoy until well off from the land, and run 
in myself with the Jackal and pick up the barges. At 6 o’clock on the 8th, I received a large fleet of 
vessels of several nations, who claimed our protection, and proceeded with them to windward. At three 
o'clock in the afternoon discovered the barges returning, with a stranger in company, which proved 
(very much to my satisfaction) to be the noted schooner Pilot, which was taken by our barges, after a 
long running fight; for the particulars of which, I refer you to the report of Lieutenant Stribling. 

I directed the Wild Cat and Beagle to continue with the convoy uitil morning; the Wild Cat then 
to return to her station, and Beagle to return to Matanzas for your dispatches, and proceed with them to 
Thompson’s Island. I called in the Jackal and barges, and with the prize stood in for the Moro, 

As the Pilot will be of considerable importance to the expedition, I shall keep her with me, and 
have made the necessary arrangements, and this evening will proceed from this on my cruise. 

As I believed it would have a good effect, I sent the prize into Havana, to show her, and to get a 


tions, many atrocious acts having 


little water. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, S. CASSIN. 


Commodore D. Porter. 


U.S. Sump Peacock, Allenton, April 10, 1823. 


Sir: Ihave determined to change my plan, and go to windward with the Sea Gull and barges. 
You need not, therefore, be governed by my movements. I should wish for you, if your provisions will 
last, to go as far as Trinidada, on the south side of Cuba, where some piracies have been committed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 

Captain 5. Cassix, U.S. Navy. 





Captain Cassin to Commodore Porter. 
U.S. Suite Peacock, Thompson's Island, April 28, 1823. 


Str: I had the pleasure to inform you, by a sloop from the Havana, bound to this place, on the 10th 
instant, of the successful beginning of my cruise, by the capture of the piratical schooner Pilot. After 
having shown the Pilot in Havana, and obtained a small quantity of water, I proceeded with the division 
to Cayo Blanco. We entered within the reef, and proceeded westward, making an average of about 
twenty miles per day, leaving no bay, inlet, or suspicious place, unexplored, On the 16th, a sloop boat 
was observed standing to the eastward. The Musquito was ordered in chase; the sloop directly altered 
her course for the land, was run on shore, and abandoned by her crew, who escaped into the bushes. 
She was found to have arms of different descriptions, shot, and other articles of a suspicious nature, 
which satisfied me of her piratical character; and [ took possession, with an intention to destroy her, as 
she was rotten, and an encumbrance to us. 
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At 10 A. M., on the same day, we anchored in a noted harbor for pirates, intending to examine it 
thoroughly. Our anchor was scarcely gone before a felucca was discovered standing out for the Galli- 
nipper, Who was ahead sounding, On opening our vessels, she immediately hauled down her sails, and 
pulled around the point of an island. The barges were ordered in chase, accompanied by all the boats 
we could muster. On their getting to where the felucca had disappeared, several houses were dis- 
covered, and a number of men busily employed carrying things from them, and, at the moment, were 
supposed to be fishermen, It was some time before the felueca was discovered, and, when found, was 
dismantled and covered with bushes, hastily thrown over. 

When the pirates (which they proved to be,) found she was discovered, they fired a volley of 
musketry at our boats, which fortunately proved harmless. The officers and crews immediately landed, 
and pursued them through the bushes, when a running fight of more than half a mile took place, the 
pirates frequently turning for a moment and firing, which was returned occasionally, but without effect, 
from the eagerness with which they were pursued. So closely were they pressed, that they threw off 
shoes, clothes, and other incumbrances; but, from the thickness of the bushes, and knowledge of their 
path, all made their escape. Their establishment, which consisted of five houses, was set on fire, and 
the felucca brought off. She is a fine boat, coppered, pulls sixteen sweeps, and is, in every respect, 
equal to any of our barges. She appears to have been recently fitted, and I] presume was on the eve of 
making her first cruise. The old boat, which was taken in the morning I gave to a fisherman who was 
serviceable to us as a pilot, she being an incumbrance. 

On the 17th we proceeded, examining all places very minutely, and from the intricacy of the naviga- 
tion, did not arrive at Cape St. Anthony until the 21st. From the moment we passed within the reef 
until getting to the cape, we were obliged to keep the barges ahead, sounding. The vessels were all 
trimmed by the head, and every precaution taken, yet we frequently grounded. Many places, for several 
miles, we found only seven feet water, and frequently less than six, when we were obliged to run out 
anchors, and heave through the mud. I learned on the passage, from the fishermen, that the English 
attempted the same, but sueceeded only part of the way. LT also found the British sloop Scout cruising 
off the Cape, from the commander of which we learned they had numbers cruising in that quarter, and 
on the south side. 

The passage within the Colorados, from beginning to end, I found extremely intricate; but I am 
much gratified by knowing we are the first who accomplished it. We suffered much for water, and the 
small quantity we were enabled to obtain was such as I apprehended would create disease amongst us. 
And, for the successful termination of the cruise, I tender to Lieutenants Commandant Stevens and 
Vallette, Lieutenant Stribling, and their officers, my sincere thanks, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 5S. CASSIN. 

Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies. 





U.S. Gatiior Sra Gui, Allenton, May 7, 1828. 

Sir: You will proceed with the United States ship Peacock to Havana, and there complete your 
provisions for three months. 

You will then proceed to La Vera Cruz, for the protection of our commerce in that quarter and about 
Tampico, where you will take on board specie on the usual freight to be transported to the United States; 
and when you have completed your cargo, or got all you can, you will leave there, touching at this place 
for further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Captain S. Cassry. 





Sea Geir, May 11, 1823. 
Sir: On your arrival at La Vera Cruz, you will please to correspond with Mr. John Mason, who is 
now in Mexico, on the subject of the transportation of specie, and act understandingly with him; moving 
between La Vera Cruz and Tampico, as circumstances may make necessary, and touching at such by ports 
as you may think proper, in order to facilitate the taking on board money. 
Wishing you a pleasant and profitable cruise, 
I am, with respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 
Capt. 5. Cassi, 


Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, August 20, 1823, 

Sir: I shall leave this place to-morrow morning, to look at a doubtful establishment on the continent, 
and shall be absent about a week, and leave you in charge of the establishment here, 

I will thank you to give every aid and facility in the finishing the boat shed, and completing the 
repairs and equipments of the barges. 

I have left all the carpenters that could be mustered. If you have any that can be spared from your 
ship, or any tools, such as are wanting, I will thank you to supply them, as I am very anxious to have 
the boats ready by the return of the Fox from the coast of Yucatan. Should the John Adams arrive, 
you will call on her commander to furnish all the aid in his power in effecting these objects. 

All United States vessels which may arrive during my absence, are to await my return. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Capt. S. Cassin. 
1k 


Go 


VOL. II 











NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 270, 


to 
eG 
bo 


Port Roncers, Thompson's Island, September 12, 1825. 

Str: You will proceed with the United States ship Peacock, under your command, to cruise in the 
Gulf of Mexico, for the protection of our commerce and the transportation of specie. You will be 
governed in these respects by your former instructions. You will touch at Cuba tor such supplies as 
cannot be procured here; and on your way down you will examine the coast from Cape Catoche to 
Campeachy. 

You will limit your stay between La Vera Cruz and Tampico to six weeks, and on your return to 
this place, not finding me here, you will proceed to Norfolk, reporting your arrival to me at Washington, 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER, 


Capt. Sternen Cassiy, U.S. Ship Peacock. 





Port Roncers, Thompson's Island, September 13, 1823. 

Sir: Instead of acting agreeably to my instructions of yesterday, you will proceed, accompanied by 
the John Adams, to Hampton Roads, as the rapid progress of the malignant fever in the squadron, for 
which we have not sufficient medical aid, requires that the ships should proceed where it can be obtained, 

On your passage, keep company for mutual assistance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


Capt. Sternen Casstx, U.S. Ship Peacock, 


U.S. Sure Joun Apamus, Norfolk, January 28, 1824. 


Sir: You will proceed with the United States ship Hornet under your command, to the coast of 
Africa, continuing along the course in the usual track of slave trading vessels, in pursuance of the general 
cruising instructions, and the acts of Congress for the suppression of the slave trade and capture of 
piratical vessels; copies of the laws relative thereto you have enclosed. 

While on the coast, you will touch at the American settlement of free colored people—communicate 
with the agent of the American Colonization Society—ascertain the state and condition of the colony, 
giving it such aid, assistance, and protection, as it may stand in need of, and be in your power to 
furnish. 

From thence you will proceed towards the coast of Guinea, and thence in the route usually traversed 
by vessels with slaves, which is mostly north ef the Antilles and the Keys to Cuba. 

"You will, in your route, touch occasionally at some of the islands of the West Indies, to obtain news of 
piratical vessels. You will proceed to Matanzas—fill your water and repair to Thompson's Island, where 
you will receive my further orders. 

; Wishing you a pleasant and successful cruise, 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


° 


Capt. S. Casstx, U.S. Ship Hornet. 


Sea Geir, Allenton, June 19, 1823. 

Str: Having heard by the Jackal of the arrival of the Hornet at Havana, I have to require you to 
proceed to this place with as little loss of time as possible, as the services of your ship are much wanted 
here. 
It is greatly to be regretted that you made any stay at Havana at this season, and I shall deem it 
particularly fortunate if your crew escape the malignant.fever which has already been brought over to us 
in the store ship, and by which two persons who contracted it in Havana have died on the island. 

You will be careful in keeping your ship well ventilated and fumigated, not to allow water to be let 
into the hold, or your men to be unnecessarily exposed; and, should disease appear, hasten to separate 
those affected from the well part of the crew. 

I shall feel much anxiety until the period arrives when all apprehensions should cease, and hope no 
efforts will be wanting ti get as early as possible beyond the baneful influence of the climate of the port. 

With great respect, your obedicnt servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER, 
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 


Capt. S. Situ, Ship Hornet. 


Usirep Srares Sup Jonny Apams, Thompson's Island, December 15, 1824. 
Sm: You will please send me a report of your proceedings, from the time of your executing the 
orders of the Navy Department, up to the time you receive this, with a statement of the actual employ- 
ment of the vessels on the station. 
If the marines which were ordered to come out in the vessel with coal have arrived at Matanzas, you 
will send them over in the Terrier, whose commander has been ordered by me to return, after touching at 
Havana. 
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I have directed the commander of the Porpoise to repair here with his vessel; you will continue on 
the service you are now engaged, with the remainder of the forces, until you receive further instructions. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Capt. KeNNepy,. 


Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, July 31, 1823. 

Sir: You will proceed to Havana with the United States ship Hornet under your command, and there 
obtain a supply of provisions and water. 

You will be careful of the health of your officers and men, suffering as little exposure to the weather, 
and communication with the shore, as possible, hiring boats and crews to bring off your provisions and 
water, and laying at Havana not one hour longer than is necessary to complete the object of your visit 
there. 

If you should find there, or in that neighborhood, the schooner Fox, Lieutenant Commandant Ritchie, 
you will take her under your command, and proceed, with her in company, to a piratical establishment, 
said to exist at a place called New Malaga, near Cape Catoche; and ascertain, as near as possible, its 
state, and the force necessary to subdne it, which information you will communicate to me by the Fox, to 
be dispatched with it to this place. It is said that a British expedition has gone against it. 

You will endeavor to ascertain how far they have made efforts to put it down, and their success. 

You will from thence proceed along the coast, touching at Campeachy for information respecting the 
aforesaid piratical establishment, and the state of piracy on the coast; and affording, at the same time, 
all the protection in your power to our commerce. 

From Campeachy you will proceed to La Vera Cruz, and in that neighborhood, as well as Campeachy, 
continue to give protection to our commerce; and, if merchants wish you to give convoy to their specie to 
the United States, you can afford it at the usual rate of freight. 

The freight allowed at present from Havana is two and a half per cent., and this is not more than 
sufficient to indemnify those concerned in the risk, responsibility, and trouble of the transportation. I 
leave it, however, to yourself to make the best arrangement you can with the merchants, assuring them 
of prompt delivery, and that they may calculate on a certainty of the means of transportation being con- 
stantly afforded them. 

You will write to me by every opportunity from La Vera Cruz, directing your letter to the care of 
Messrs. Castillo, Black & Co.; and, should you not meet the Fox, you will take the earliest opportunity of 
informing me by some other conveyance, of the result of your observations at New Malaga. 

It is to be presumed that a stay on the coast of one month will be sufficient to enable you to make up 
a freight. Should you find it necessary, however, you can remain there six weeks, when you will return 
to this place for further orders. 

Spare no pains whatever in endeavoring to preserye the health of those under your command, allow- 
ing of as little exposure to the sun as possible, and at night. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Capt. S. Sarr, Ship Hornet. 





Matanzas, May 2, 1824. 


Sm: You will proceed to Havana with the United States ship John Adams—there fill your water, and 
proceed to the Gulf of Mexico, touching at Campeachy, Alvarado, La Vera Cruz, and Tampico, for the 
purpose of affording protection to the persons and property of our citizens, and for the transportation of 
their specie. At one of these places you will find the United States schooner Jackal, Lieutenant Com- 
mandant John H. Lee, whom you will instruct to aid you in the duties assigned you, and, when his ser- 
vices are no longer necessary to you, you will direct him to take in the specie of our citizens, to New 
Orleans, Havana, or any part of the United States, as may be, in your opinion, most advantageous to our 
commercial interests. Should he go to New Orleans or Havana, he is afterwards to proceed to Thomp- 
son’s Island, and, should he be sent to the United States, he is to touch there for orders from me; he is to 
be governed, in all cases, by the rules prescribed to you in regard to the transportation of specie, and his 
intercourse with foreign officers. 

When you have completed your freight, which I presume may be done in one month or less, you will 
touch at Havana and this place for further orders. 

I have read to you the instructions of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, relative to the transpor- 
tation of treasures. 

I have no apprehensions that you will go beyond the authority given—it is therefore needless to 
make any further communication to you on the subject. I will merely remark, however, that none of the 
vessels of war under my command must, on any account whatever, and under any inducement, be used 
for the purposes of commercial adventure. You can carry the treasures of our citizens from one port or 
place to another, and you can take it to the United States; but nothing in the shape of public advertise- 
ments must appear; and in all your intercourse with the authorities of the places you may visit, make 
frank acknowledgments of the motives that brought you there. Let all transactions in this respect be 
open, and not liable to misapprehensions. Nothing whatever in the shape of clandestine shipments 
must be countenanced. 

Wishing you a pleasant and successful cruise, 
I am, with respect, your obedient servant, . 

(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Capt. A. J. Datias, U. S. Ship John Adams. 
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U.S. Sup Jonn Apams, (off Matanzas, ) July 16, 1824. 


My Dear Str: T have this moment received your orders for New York; all the money on board, 
amounting to seventy or cighty thousand dollars, is for Philadelphia, and as [have signed bills of lading 
to that port, Tam confident you will not think I do anything improper when [ eo there. re 

Should you direct that 1 proceed from thence to New York, the ship will be ready the moment after 
the delivery of the money. 

Very sincerely and respectfully, 


A. J. DALLAS, 


Com. Daviw Porrer, conumanding West India Squadron, de., &c., be. 


Wasnincton, August 11, 1824. 


Sir: As soon as the United States ship John Adams shall be ready for sea in every respect, you will 
proceed to the West Indies to vive protection and Convey to our commerce, governing yourself in every 
respect by the general cruising instruction and the orders heretofore given, 

You will make the island as far to windward as St. Barts, touching at that place and St. Thomas, and 
examining all suspicious places to the south coast of Cuba. You will there touch at St. Jago and Trinidad, 
and proceed from thence to the Gulf of Mexico, where you will cruise until a renewal of your supplies 
shall make your return necessary, When you will touch at Havana and Thompson’s Island, to receive them 
and further orders. 

Should you consider supplies necessary before going to the gulf, you can touch at Thompson’s Island 
for them. 

Should transportation of specie offer, you can take it on board under the restrictions laid down, 

The difficulties which have recently occurred at Tampico with the commandant at that place, will 
make your occasional presence there indispensably necessary. Govern yourself in your intercourse with 
him with the utmost caution and prudence, avoiding, if possible, everything which may be likely to 
produce bad feclings. 

You will, by every safe conveyance, make reports to me at Thompson’s Island, of your proceedings. 

Wishing you a pleasant cruise, | am your very obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Capt. A. J. Daas. 


Wasnineton, October 2, 1824. 

Sir: Having received orders from the honorable Secretary of the Navy to proceed as speedily as pos- 
sible to Thompson’s Island, in your ship, you will drop down tu New Castle, ready to receive me on board, 
and be prepared to sail on the shortest notice. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) 


Capt. A. J. Datwas. 


DAVID PORTER, 


TrHomwpson’s Istanp, April 12, 1824. 

Sm: With the steam galliot Sea Gull and four barges, you will proceed to give a thorough examina- 
tion to the coast inside the Isabella and Colorado reef, in search of pirates. 

With three of the barges, you will enter the passage at the east end, near Cayo Blanco, progessing: 
westward, and you will send the Sea Gull and one of the barges to enter near Cape Antonio, to progress 
to the eastward. I shall order the Grayhound to proceed to Cape Antonio with a supply of provisions, 
there to await your arrival, and to receive your further instructions. 

After you have executed these instructions, you will return to this place, and make to me a report of 
your proceedings. 

Wishing you a pleasant and successful cruise, 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Captain Jesse WILKINSON. 


Copy of a letter from Captain J. Wilkinson to Commodore David Porter, Commander-in- Chief of the United 
States naval forces in the West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, and on the coast of Africa, communicated to the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


U.S. Srraw Gariior Sra Geir, April 24, 1824. 


Sm: T have the honor to report to you my return with the steam galliot Sea Gull, and four barges; 
having given a thorough examination of the coast of Cuba, inside the Isabella and Colorados, keeping: in 
search of pirates, agreeably to your orders of the 12th inst. 

The Sea Gull and one barge entered at Cape Antonio, and progressed castward, and with three 
barges I commenced at the river Ortigosa, and progressed westward, examining minutely every part of 
the coast until I met the Sea Gull with the whole of the forces. 
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I then proceeded to the spot designated by you for the anchorage of the Grayhound, where I arrived 
on the 20th erin took ina supply of water and provisions, and sailed the same evening for Thompson’s 
Island, with the Grayhound and Fox in company. I dispatche ‘d the Grayhound for Havana, It being 

calm at 7 o’clock yesterday morning, made signal for the Sea Gull to tuke the barges in tow, and also 
for the Fox to mi: ike the best of her w: ay to Thompson's Island. 

I ascertained, from several concurrent statements, that the celebrated pirate Diableto sailed from 

Cape Antonio about ten days previous to our arrival there, his destination unknown, but supposed to be 
for the coast of Yucatan, from the course he steered off, to increase his armament, having at that time but 
eight men, and nothing but small arms. The schooner he commanded he had captured but a short time 
before on the coast of Cuba. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. WILKINSON. 
Com. Davin Porter, Commander-in- Chief of the U.S. Naval Forces 
in the West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, and on the Coast of Africa. 


U.S. Sur Peacock, March 11, 1823. 
Sir: You will proceed down the south side of St. Domingo and Cuba to Thompson’s Island, with the 
ships under your command, accompanied by the United States schooner Jackal, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Com. L. Kearney. 


U.S. Sup Peacock, Allenton, April 11, 1823. 

Sir: So soon as the provisions of the Grayhound and Weasel can be taken on board, you will proceed 
with them to Havana, and give convoy every Saturday morning, as far as the Double Headed Shot Keys. 

A convoy sails with the Wild Cat and Beagle, every Sunday morning, from Matanzas, and you will 
join them. You will have frequent opportunities of communicating with Lieut. Com. Skinner, and obtain- 
ing information of affairs to the windward of Matanzas, in the neighborhood of the Keys, about Point 
Yeacos, and which you will direct him to examine if practicable. Every week you will do the same with 
the coast between Matanzas and Havana, (on your return from convoy,) where there are several places 
that have been much the resort of pirates, particularly Bays Escondido and Jaruca, 

If at any time you feel disposed to change stations with Lieut. Com. Skinner, you can do so, direct- 
ing him to perform, with two of the vessels, the duties assigned to you, 

I would recommend your going as little into Havana as possible, on account of the health of yourself 
and your officers and crew. Some of the small bays will no doubt supply you with water and shelter, 
while you are not cruising. 

It will soon become necessary to careen the vessels, and get them in order. This can be done either 
at Matanzas or here, and probably at present more conveniently at Matanzas. You will please therefore 
supply yourself with the requisite stores, and take favorable Opportunities of careening them, one at a 
time, so that you may always be in readiness for the performance of any service that may be required of 
you. You will consider yourself charged with the protection of our commerce to windward of Havana, 
while IT shall use other means of protecting it to leeward, 

The vessels must come here for provisions, and must always come with their water filled; but should 
any small supplies be required, you can obtain them from Mr. Warner, the American consul at Havana, 
or Mr. F. Adams, an American merchant at Matanzas. You will observe, however, the utmost economy 
in everything. Whenever it becomes nece ssary for you to leave your station, you will apprise the mer- 
chants, in order that they may make arrangements accordingly, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Com. L. Kearney, U. S. Schooner Grayhound, 


Sea Gui, Matanzas, April 16, 1823. 
Sir: In consequence of your having sent here the Weasel, and of your intentions of coming here 
yourself, I have sent the W iid Cat and Beagle to take your place off Havana. 
I should wish to see you before my departure. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. Com. L. Kraryey. 





[ Extract.] 


U.S. Ganuior Ska Guin, Allenton, May 19, 1823. 
Sir: You will proceed to give colivoy every Sunday from Havana, examining the coast occasionally 
to the east and west of that port. 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Directed to Lieutenant Commanding S. Krarvey. 
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Sea Guin, June 8, 1823. 

Sir: The enclosed is the copy of a communication respecting a pirate on the south side of Cuba, 
which you will proceed in pursuit of. 

You will consider yourself authorized, as circumstances may seem to make necessary, to go around 
the Island of Cuba, to run over the Cape Catoche, to touch at Jamaica, to extend your cruise as far as 
the Mississippi, and run down to Galveston; and as the object is not to restrain your permit by confining 
your limits, you can, if there is a reasonable prospect of meeting with pirates, extend your researches 
to such distance as may enable you to return to this place by the time your provisions may be expended, 

Should the Jackal arrive this evening, she will probably join your command; or if you should sail 
before her arrival, it is likely T shall order her to join you off the south end of the Isle of Pines. 

If, in the course of your cruise, you should find persons disposed to send money to the United States, 
you can take it on board on such freight as may be agreed on between you; and if the destination should 
be New Orleans, you can proceed with it direct; but if to the Atlantic States, you will, after receiving 
it on board, touch here for further orders. 

The pursuit of pirates, is, however, the primary object, and everything else is to yield to it. 
Wishing you a pleasant and successful cruise, your obedicnt servant, 
(Signed ) 

Lieutenant Commanding L. Kearney. 


D. PORTER. 


U.S. Srore Sipe Decoy, Thompson's Island, April 11, 1823. 


Sir: IT have the honor to report to you the events of my cruise from Aguadilla to this place, accom- 
panied by the U.S. schooner Jackal, viz: 

On leaving Aguadilla, on the 12th ultimo, we proceeded off Cumberland harbor, on the south side of 
Cuba, and from thence along shore to the westward, looking into St. Jago, and all ports and places 
between that and the west end of the island (Cape Antonio), without falling in with any piratical or 
other vessels liable to seizure, or hearing of any piratical acts having been recently committed along 
that coast. 

On the 23d ultimo we communicated with the British sloop-of-war Scout, then lying at anchor under 
the Isle of Pines, and were informed that she had tenders then cruising among the Keys and bays in that 
quarter, but had heard of no pirates. 

On the 24th, fell in with the British armed cutter Grecian, of ten guns, off Cape Corientes; was 
informed that a day previous she had destroyed a piratical vessel in St. Philip’s Bay, the vessel burnt, 
and nearly all the men killed or drowned; said to have been the only piratical vessel heard of in that 
quarter, 

Same day, off Cape Antonio, fell in with H. M. ship Tamer, and two armed schooners, tenders, who 
confirmed the report of the Grecian. 

On the 25th, proceeded in the Jackal back to Cape Antonio, within the reefs, without discovering 
any vessels or boats of any description except one or two canoes at an establishment at the Cape, where 
there were also some huts and Spaniards. The English boats had visited there, and some of their officers 
being on shore, we did not examine that place so particularly, 

From Cape Antonio we proceeded along the outside of the Colorados, and close in with the reefs and 
coast, up as far as Havana; saw I. M. ship Hyperion, off Cape Antonio, and afterwards off the Bay of 
Honda, cruising also for pirates, 

Under an impression that nothing remained to be done, we proceeded to Thompson’s Island, giving 
convoy to several merchant vessels out of Havana. 

J am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


LAWRENCE KEARNEY. 





Lieutenant Commandant Kearney to Commodore Porter, 


U.S. Scnooxer Grayvuounn, Thompson's Island, August 10, 1823. 

Sir: I have the honor of transmitting herewith, for your information, the enclosed report of the 
cruise of this vessel, commenced under circumstances of a vexatious nature, as the report will show, but 
terminating in a manner, I trust, somewhat satisfactory to you, although the principal object pointed out 
in your letter (respecting the pirates at the Isle of Pines) has not met that success you may have antici- 
pated; but IT have the satisfaction to inform you that, although I have not been so fortunate myself, it 
has been the fortune of others to apprehend those very villains who committed the outrage upon the 
American vessels Reuben and Eliza, and Mechanic, as mentioned in your orders. They are now in prison, 
at Trinidad de Cuba, Having had a communication with the governor of that place on the subject, I 
submit herewith my letter, with his answer (together with some publications to be seen in Spanish news- 
papers), for your information. Although I was not successful in getting the pirates into my possession, 
by the application made through the enclosed letter, and which indeed T did not expect, yet you will 
perceive it has drawn an official acknowledgment of these pirates being in possession of the authorities; 
making it a matter of public notoriety, it becomes more obligatory to pursue their prosecution to a just 
and proper issue, 

I take this occasion to express to you the high sense T ertertain of the Governor of Trinidad, which 
his attentions demand. Ile tendered us every civility and aid in his power in the prosceution of our 
duties; offering to procure us a pilot, and, altogether, evincing a disposition of friendly co-operation, 
seldom met with on the Island of Cuba. 

For your better information on the subject of our visit to Cape Cruz, I beg leave to subjoin the detail 
of events, in a more circumstantial and particular manner than given in the enclosed report, viz: 

On the 20th ult., cruising in company with the Beagle, Licutenant Commandant Newton, Cape Cruz 
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bearing S. E. about four leagues, brought to and examined a small armed schooner, of about thirty-five 
tons, having three prizes in company. She proved to be a Colombian, duly commissioned, commanded by 
a Frenchman, and manned by Frenchmen, and some others, apparently natives of the country where she 
belonged. Her commission was dated at Carthagena, last December. Her prizes were examined by 
Captain Newton, and found to be Spanish droggers, except one, a large canoe, calculated to carry about 
twenty men, which boat had been taken on shore, near the cape, where she had been abandoned by a 
party they supposed to be pirates, on being chased by said schooner, 

On the following day, we stood in, with the Beagle in company, and anchored under the cape. 
Captain Newton and myself, as well for recreation as to examine the cape, landed with a small boat; but 
finding the walking bad, we again embarked, and proceeded along shore in search of some settlement. 
Soon after getting out of site of our schooners, (by doubling around the cape,) a sudden and quick fire 
was opened upon us, from among a thicket of mangrove bushes and rocks, with which the cape is 
bordered, 

The party was armed with muskets and blunderbusses, which were fired around us, alternately, 
without effect; at the same time a firing upon us was opened from another quarter, from guns mounted 
on a high point of rocks a short distance ahead, Thus situated, with a cross fire upon us, enabled only 
occasionally to return the fire of the party in ambush, as some of them would dodge from bush to bush, 
or rock to rock; having for our arms but a fowling piece and one or two muskets, we were induced to 
return to our vessels, which we did. It being late, we waited till next day. 

On the morning of the 22d, Captain Newton and myself again set off, hoisting our colors upon the 
boat; as it was a fair presumption that, in consequence of a Colombian vessel being on the coast, some 
mistake on the part of the people on shore might have been made in regard to our character. But that 
proved to be groundless: for, having reached within the distance of their guns, they opened upon us with 
more apparent spirit and determination than before, from a position inaccessible, apparently, in the rear, 
from the thickets of bushes and briars; and the same in front, from a precipice of rugged rocks; and, so 
commanding, altogether, that, to prevent the loss of lives, I directed both vessels to be warped round the 
cape, along an extensive reef, which almost encircles it, affording a smooth and shallow harbor. We did 
not succeed in getting within gun shot of the establishment, until we had reached five and six feet water, 
when we anchored, 

Lieutenant Farragut, with the marines and some seamen, was ordered on shore, to endeavor to gain 
a position in their rear, to attack them, or cut off their retreat before the schooner moored, or their landing 
could be discovered by the pirates—as we had deemed the party we were about to attack. The officers 
of both schooners volunteered, and accompanied the party on shore, one being only reserved in each 
schooner, and a sufficiency of men for the guns, hoping to attract the attention of the pirates from Mr. 
Farragut’s party. Several shot were fired from the schooners, which drove the pirates into places of 
security behind the jutting rocks, where they seemed to be in considerable force; the shot being seen to 
strike among the rocks behind which they sat; and not until the boats were dispatched to land in front, 
and Lieutenant F.’s party was close upon them, did they abandon the advantageous position they occu- 
pied. They were pursued, but with so decided a disadvantage to the pursuers, from their want of 
knowledge of the passes, that none, unfortunately, were taken, except two old and decrepid beings, whose 
age and infirmities placed them beyond the merited chastisement their more active comrades, had they 
fallen into our power, would have received. 

A four-pounder, two swivels mounted on the heights, and some indifferent articles of small arms, 
were found; they, however, escaped with their muskets and blunderbusses, or else hid them in some of 
the numerous deep and intricate caverns to be found on the cape: in one of which, various articles of 
plunder were stowed, but of no value; however, enough to show the character of the wretches who infest 
that place; human bones were found in the cave. We found eight boats, but not of a large size; their 
principal one was, no doubt, the one taken by the Colombian cruiser, as before stated; and those men 
armed with muskets and blunderbusses were, no doubt, of her crew. 

From information derived from the prisoners, we learn that the captain of the gang was in prison in 
the interior of the island, for having burnt an English vessel off that cape. As a singular instance of 
the growing propensity of the present age for piracy, I have to inform you, that even a woman and 
children were of this gang, belonging to the captain of them—a second ‘ Helen M’Gregor,” and the old 
men, too, Who can do nothing else, light up the signal fire, which was done in the present instance, on 
our appearing on the coast. 

In another case, a captain of a vessel informed me that he had been plundered by a gang of pirates, 
who took him by surprise, under the following stratagem, viz: 

An old man, (his bald head and hoary locks exposed to view) and a little boy to steer the boat, 
pulled, or sailed alongside of his vessel; when it was too late, discovered that a strong party lay 
concealed in the bottom of the boat, to whom he had to surrender. 

The female just mentioned was removed to some place of safety before the attack was made, (said 
to be the wife of the captain. ) 

Finding our pursuit of the pirates promised no success, I considered it unimportant to remain longer 
at the cape, having destroyed their means of doing further mischief for a time; and taking into conside- 
‘ation the state of our officers and men, worn down by fatigue from a long pursuit over one of the 
roughest countries I have ever seen, their clothes nearly torn off, from bushes of impenetrable thickness, 
and their shoes cut off their feet by sharp pointed rocks over which they passed, I abandoned the 
place, bringing off the arms, &e., of any consequence, and setting fire to everything else that would 
burn. 

One large and well thatched house, and three smaller ones, were consumed, and a quantity of fishing 
nets; and their furniture, which I have always observed to be a part of the outfits of a piratical estab- 
lishment; they are merely used for their immediate wants, In procuring sustenance, when their real pro- 
fession proves unfruitful and obliges them to it. 

I have written you a very long and full account of this affair, in order that you may be possessed of 
every information in my power to give, in the event of a question arising as to the propriety of landing 
and burning property on a foreign shore; and should this case be noticed by the supporters of “ terri- 
torial jurisdiction,” (over uninhabited parts of Cuba, notorious only fer murder and piracy,) it will be 
seen that your oflicers and men’s lives have been jeopardized, and the flag of our country made a target 
for the lawless villians to fire at, at their pleasure, and which will continue so to be, if any restrictions 
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should be put upon our landing in similar places, where no authority exists than the will of the marau- 
ders themselves who inhabit those places. ; . 

I took the liberty of releasing the two prisoners, as there was no proof to establish them pirates; 
and I furnished them a boat, with an express condition that they should never appear again at the cape, 
and that I should take and treat as pirates any persons found there hereafter, not furnished with a special 
license from the present Captain General of Cuba, setting forth their character and occupation. 

This was taking upon myself, perhaps, too much; but it is now submitted to you whether such a mea- 
sure would not be proper, not only in regard to that place, but all others of a like position, 

That there is a chain of intercourse with fishermen who live in such places, and pirates, I have no 
doubt; and it must be obvious from several cases of late. 

As regards those at the Isle of Pines, they affect to know nothing of the robbery of the vessels 
your order mentions to me as having taken place there, although the very articles of the cargoes of those 
vessels I saw in their house. 

At Cape Antonio, two years since, T found fishermen’s huts filled with piratical goods, papers and 
letters, robbed from different vessels, strewed about their floors. 

That fishermen, as well as pirates, should be moved from all the capes, or rather uninhabited parts 
of Cuba, where the proper authorities can have no control, I think necessary, and will, I hope, be the 
case. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

LAWRENCE KEARNEY, Lt. Com. U.S. Navy. 
Com. Davin Porter, Commander U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 


P. S.—In my report of the affair at Cape Cruz, I forgot to mention, that we were not either hailed, or 
was there any colors displayed by the party that attacked us, by which we could ascertain their character. 

As regards our character, they could have no great doubt: for they had seen us communicating with 
an English ship-of-war, close off the cape, on the same day of our arrival. 

I was informed by the Governor of Trinidad, of pirates infesting the coast to the eastward of that 
place, and was induced to proceed within the keys in pursuit. 

On my way, boarded a small schooner, belonging to the Grand Cayman Island, and the information 
before received was corroborated by her master. 

Under these impressions, I reached Cape Cruz, and our reception there induced a belief that we had 
met the party complained of. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. KEARNEY. 
Com. Davin Porter, Commander U.S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 





Wasntneton, July 8, 1824. 


Sir: After executing my orders to Lieutenant Commandant T. H. Stephens, of the 25th of April last, 
(copy of which I enclose you,) you will fill up your provisions and stores, touch at Havana, offer convoy 
to vessels bound into the Gulf of Mexico, and then proceed to the coast of Yucatan—run down to Cam- 
peachy—there offer convoy and protection, and from thence proceed to Alvarado, La Vera Cruz, and 
Tampico, remaining in the neighborhood of those places about six weeks, giving protection to our com- 
merce, and governing yourself in all your proceedings by my general instructions of the 26th February, 
1823, which have, no doubt, been transferred to you by Lieutenant Commandant Stephens, 

If, in the course of your stay in the gulf, our merchants should have specie to transport from one 
port or place, or to the United States, you will take it on board on the usual freight, taking special care 
that nothing like illicit shipments are made, and that nothing in the shape of public advertisements 
appear, or that anything is done liable to misconstruction, or give rise to unfriendly comments, and above 
all, that your vessel is not made an object of commercial speculation or enterprise. Nothing in the shape 
of merchandise must be taken on board, except under the circumstances provided for by the act for the 
better government of the navy. Let all your proceedings in these respects be open; make known frankly 
to the authorities of the place your objects, and let your conduct be such as to remove all suspicions. 

In the transportation of specie, an object of great Importance to our country, we have a delicate duty 
to perform, and one which very many believe is not obligatory on us; confine yourself, however, strictly 
to your orders, and no remarks, whether publicly or privately made, need cause you pain. 

After receiving the specie on board, proceed with the convoy, if any, to Havana, thence to New York, 
touching, if necessary, at Charleston, to land any specie you may have for that place. After landing 
your specie at New York, you will return to Thompson’s Island by the same route pointed out in my 
instructions of the 25th of April. 

Wishing you a pleasant cruise, I am, your Gbedient servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant Joun Gatiacuer, New York. 


Copy of aletter from Lieutenant Commandant John Gallagher to Commodore David Porter-—communicated 
to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U.S. Scuooner Snark, Havana, November 6, 1824. 
Sir: Thad the honor to address you from Thompson's Island, dated 8th September last, giving an 
account of our proceedings up to that date, ; 


The wind being from the southward, and squally, we did not sail from Thompson’s Island until the 
10th, and arrived at the Havana on the 12th. After remaining at the Havana three days, not finding any 
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vessels bound into the Gulf of Mexico, or desirous of convoy, we left the harbor, and stretched over for 
Thompson’s Island, for the double purpose of landing $2,000, taken on board at Havana for Purser Thorn- 
ton, (which money I was requested to land there, it being much wanted for the station, ) and ascertaining 
if Lieut. Varnum, in the barge Gallinipper, and the schooner Terrier, had sailed on the expedition to Point 
Yeacos. 

I arrived at the island on the 16th September, landed the specie, (Lieut. Varnum had sailed four 
days previous, ) and sailed again on the next day, shaping our course for the Gulf of Mexico. 

After arriving in the gulf we cruised about six weeks, touching off Campeachy, and communicating 
with the town. Not finding any American vessels here, nor hearing of any pirates or recent piracies, we 
proceeded to the westward, cruising from Roca Partido up with Alvarado; after which, anchored off the 
harbor of Alvarado, and communicated with the town, offering convoy and protection to our commerce. 
There being only three .merican vessels in port, none of which were ready to sail immediately, my fur- 
ther services being unnecessary at that time, I proceeded to Vera Cruz, at which place we remained at 
anchor three days, the Weasel in company, bound to Alvarado, There was not a single American vessel 
in port, consequently my services were not necessary at that place. We got under way, and cruised to 
the northward, as far as Tampico, where we anchored and communicated with the town, offering protec- 
tion and convoy to any vessels bound out. We remained off Tampico, and in the neighborhood, ten days; 
from thence, cruised to the southward, and off Vera Cruz and Alvarado, but was unable to communicate 
with the shore, in consequence of bad weather. 

The term of our cruise in the gulf having nearly expired, we shaped our course for Yucatan bank, 
where we cruised in sight of Alacran, and in the neighborhood, a few days, stretching off Capes Catoche 
and Antonio; from thence to this port, where we arrived to-day. It affords me great satisfaction to state 
that the officers and crew have enjoyed health since leaving New York, not having lost a man by sick- 
ness, nor have we heard a single case of malignant fever on board, 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


JONN GALLAGHER. 
To Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Squadron tn the Gulf of Mexico and West Indies. 


Sea Gui, Allenton, May 11, 1823. 


Sir: You will proceed to Matanzas with the United States schooner Jackal, under your command, 
and from thence give convoy every Sunday morning, as far as the Double Headed Shot Keys, and ocea- 
sionally examining on your return Key Sal, the keys to windward of Point Yacos, and the coast to lee- 
ward, for piratical vessels, and vessels engaged in the slave trade, coming under cognizance of our laws, 
as explained in my general instructions. Should you, at any time, be possessed of information which 
may be of importance to me, or letters, or packages of newspapers, and no injury will result to the public 
interest by your absence from Matanzas, you will please to run over to this island with them. 

If, at any time, merchants should apply to you for the transportation of specie to the United States, 
you will please to inform me, as early as possible, as to the amount, and the time when it will be ready, 
in order that arrangements may be made accordingly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant T. HW. Stevens. 


[Extract.] 
Sea Guii, Allenton, June 18, 1823. 

You will proceed to Washington with the United States schooner Jackal, reporting her arrival to 
the honorable Secretary of the Navy, for such changes in the officers as may be necessary, and to fill up 
her crew—these being the objects of sending her home. When the necessary changes have been com- 
pleted, she is to return to this place by the way of Crooked Island or Caucus passage, running down the 
south side of Cuba, examining the coast, and touching at St. Jago and Trinadada, for information 
respecting piracy. 

It is extremely desirable that no unnecessary delay should take place in the United States, as the 
services of the Jackal will be wanted, and any delay will prevent my carrying into effect the arrange- 
ment of the periodical sailing of vessels from here. 

(Signed by) D. PORTER. 


Directed to Lieutenant Commandant Tuos. H. Stevens. 


U.S. Sate Jonn Apams, Craney Island, December 27, 1823. 


Srr: You will proceed to the Gulf of Mexico with the U. 8. schooner Shark under your command, 
and land the two gentlemen, agents of the Bank of the United States, either at Alvarado, La Vera Cruz, 
or Tampico, at their option; you will then regulate your movements so as to receive on board your vessel 
such sums of money, in any of the ports of Mexico in the gulf, as they may designate; the money to be 
received on deck, and in parcels of not less than one thousand dollars, put up in good substantial boxes, 
barrels, kegs, or skins. 

The money received from them is not to include any other than what belongs to the Bank of the 
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United States, except on the usual terms of freight; all consignments, therefore, to the bank, and not the 
property of the bank, are to be taken on the terms usually given by merchants, and you will take the 


British rule as your guide, i F : an ; , 
When you shall have completed your freight, you will repair to Thompson’s Island, for further 


instructions, 

It is presumed that you will not find it necessary to remain in the gulf more than six weeks, and I 
shall endeavor to send a vessel to relieve you about the Ist of March next. 

I have read to you the instructions of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, relative to the transpor- 
tation of treasures. I have no apprehensions that you will go beyond the authority given; it is therefore 
needless to make any further communication to you on the subject. I will merely remark, however, that 
none of the vessels of war under my command must, on any account whatever, and under any induce- 
ment, be used for the purposes of commercial adventure. You can carry the treasure of our citizens 
from one port or place to another, and you can take it to the United States, but nothing in the shape of 
public advertisements must appear; and in all your intercourse with the authorities of the places you may 
visit, make frank acknowledgments of the motives which brought you there, Let all your transactions, 
in this respect, be open, and not liable to misapprehension, Nothing whatever in the shape of clandestine 
shipments must be countenanced. 

For the information of the government, you will, on joining me, report to me the amount of treasures 
on board your vessel, where taken from, where destined, and the circumstances, terms and conditions on 
which you have taken them. 

Should I leave Thompson’s Island before you arrive there, I shall leave orders for you. During your 
stay in the gulf, as well as on your passage out and home, you will seek every occasion to give protec- 
tion to the persons and property of the citizens of the United States. 

Wishing you a pleasant and a profitable cruise, | am, sir, very respectfully, 
D. PORTER. 


Lieut Com. Tuomas H. Stevens, U. S. Schooner Shark. 


U.S. Sup Jonw Apams, January 1, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed to the Gulf of Mexico with the United States schooner Shark under your 
command, and land the two gentlemen, agents of the Bank of the United States, either at Alvarado, 
La Vera Cruz, or Tampico, at their option. You will then regulate your movements so as to receive on 
board your vessel, such sums of money In any of the ports of Mexico, in the gulf, as they may designate; 
the money to be received on deck, and in parcels of not less than one thousand dollars, put up in good 
substantial boxes, barrels, kegs, or skins. 

The money received from them is not to include any other than what belongs to the Bank of the 
United States, except on the usual terms of freight. All consignments, therefore, to the bank, and not 
the property of the bank, are to be taken on the terms usually given by merchants, and you will take the 
British rule as your guide. 

When you shall have completed your freight, you will repair to Thompson’s Island for further 
instructions. It is presumed that you will not find it necessary to remain in the gulf more than six 
weeks, and I shall endeavor to send a vessel to relieve you about the Ist of March next. 

I have read to you the instructions of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, relative to the transpor- 
tation of treasures. I have no apprehensions that you will go beyond the authority given; it is, there- 
fore, needless to make any further communication to you on the subject. 1 will merely remark, however, 
that none of the vessels of war under my command must, on any account whatever, and under any 
inducement, be used for the purpose of commercial adventure. You can carry the treasure of any of 
our citizens from one port to another, and you can take it to the United States, but nothing in the shape 
of public advertisements must appear; and in all your intercourse with the authorities of the places you 
may visit, make frank acknowledgments of the motives which brought you there. 

Let all your transactions in this respect be open, and not liable to misapprehension, Nothing what- 
ever in the shape of clandestine shipments must be countenanced. For the information of the govern- 
ment, you will, on joining me, report to me the amount of treasures on board your vessel, where taken 
from, where destined, and the circumstances, terms and conditions on which you have taken them. 

Should I leave Thompson's Island before your arrival there, I shall leave orders for you. During your 
stay in the gulf, as well as on your passage out and home, you will seck every occasion to give protec- 
tion to the persons and property of the citizens of the United States. 

Wishing you a pleasant and profitable cruise, 1 am, sir, very respectfully, 


(Signed) D. PORTER, 


Lieut, Commandant Tu, H. Stevens, U.S. Schooner Shark. 


U.S. Sue Joun Anas, at sea, February 25, 1824. 

Sir: After landing the specie on board your vessel at Philadelphia, you will proceed to the coast of 
Africa, running down as far as Cape Messurado, communicating with the public agent there, and affording 
every aid, assistance and protection to the colony of free blacks in your power to bestow. 

Should you in your route capture any slave vessels, you will deliver them to the agent appointed by 
the government to receive them. 

From thence you will run for the coast of Guinea, and continue down the coast of Venezuela, thence 
to Jamaica, and from thence to Havana and Thompson’s Island, where you will receive my further orders. 

In this route you will seek every occasion to afford such protection to the persons and property of our 
citizens as may be in your power, and for this purpose you may touch at such places where it is most 
likely such protection may be required. 
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You will carry, according to the prescribed rules, the specie of our citizens from one port or place to 
another. 
You will be governed by the laws for the suppression of the slave trade, and by my general cruising 
instructions, as regards the duties you have to perform. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant Tuos. H. Stevens, U. S. Schooner Shark. 


U.S. Smp Jonn Apams, Thompson's Island, April 25, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed to Charleston and New York, and deliver the specie on board your vessel; you 
will then return with all possible expedition to this place, touching at St. Barts, St. Thomas and 
Matanzas, for information respecting piratical vessels, &e. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Com. Tuos. H. Srevens. 


U. S. Sure Joun Apams, February 14, 1824. 
Sir: Observing in the public prints your arrival in New York, I have to direct your return to Thomp- 
son’s Island, with all possible dispatch, by the way of Caycos or Crooked Islaud passage, and round 
the south side of Cuba, looking into Cumberland harbor, St, Jago, Cape Cruz, Trinidada, Isle of Pines, 
&e., &. You will be governed by the general cruising instructions, as regards the duties to be performed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Lieutenant Commanding James P. OELLEers, U. S. Schooner Jackal. 





U.S. Suite Jonn Apams, Norfolk, January 24, 1824. 


Sir: You will proceed with the United States schooner Grampus under your command to the coast 
of Africa, continuing along the coast in the usual track of slave trading vessels, in pursuance of the 
general cruising instructions, and the acts of Congress for the suppression of the slave trade and capture 
of piratical vessels; copies of which, and of the laws relative thereto, you have enclosed. 

While on the coast, you will touch on the American settlement of free colored people, communicate 
with the agent of the Colonization Society, ascertain the state and condition of the colony, giving it such 
aid, assistance, and protection, as it may stand in need of, and be in your power to furnish. 

From thence you will proceed towards the coast of Guinea, and thence in the route usually traversed 
by vessels with slaves, which is most north of the Antilles, and the keys to Cuba. You will, in your 
route, touch occasionally at some of the islands of the West Indies, to obtain news of piratical vessels; 
but you will endeavor to reach Matanzas, fill your water, and repair to Thompson’s Island by the middle 
of May, where you will receive my further orders. 

Wishing you a pleasant and successful cruise, I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D, PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commanding Joun D. Sioar. 


U.S. Sream Ganiiot Sea Gurr, Matanzas, May 20, 1824. 

Sir: Ihave received yours of yesterday, communicating your proceedings, in conformity with my 
instructions of the 24th January, which is highly satisfactory, and shall be laid before the Hon. Secretary 
of the Navy, for his information, and for the information of those interested in the establishment at Cape 
Messurado. 

After filling your water and obtaining your supplies of provisions, you will touch at Havana, and 
take under convoy vessels bound to the Gulf of Mexico, run down on the coast of Yucatan, touch at 
Campeachy, thence to Alvarado, Sacraficio, La Vera Cruz and Tampico, giving every protection in your 
power to the persons and property of American citizens, and convoy to vessels of all nations against 
piratical aggression. 

After remaining in the Gulf about six weeks, you will proceed to Havana, and from thence to New 
York, and you are permitted to receive on board the gold and silver of our merchants at the same rate of 
freight as is charged by British sloops-of-war; but you will be particularly careful that nothing like clan- 
destine shipments take place, and that nothing in the shape of merchandise be permitted to come on 
board; for, although it is the desire of the Navy Department that every facility be given to our mer- 
chants to get their specie from one port or place to another, it is strictly forbidden that our ships should 
become objects of commercial speculation and enterprise; in other respects, let all your transactions 
be open, and not subject to misconstruction, and in conformity with the orders of the Secretary 
of the Navy. You will, on your arrival at New York, make to me a written report of the sums brought 
in your vessel; the place or places taken from, where landed, and the rate at which it was taken on 
freight. 

; Wishing you a pleasant cruise, I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Com. Joun D. Stoat, U. S. Schooner Grampus. 
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Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant John D. Sloat to Commodore David Porter, commanding the 
United States “naval forces in the West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, and coast of Africa, Comicuninted fo 


the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U.S. Scnooxer Grampvs, Watanzas, May 29, 1824. 


Str: In conformity to your orders of the 24th January, 1824, I sailed from Hampton Roads on the 
28th February, and proceeded to the coast of Africa. On the 4th of April I anchored at Cape Mesurada, 
and visited the colony of free people of color, where T remained eight days, and have the satisfaction to 
report that I found them comfortab ly se ttled. and at peace with all the’ ne ighboring nations; although 
they appprehend that the tribe they had the difficulty with previous to the visit of the Cyane is not 
friendly to them, yet they do not believe they will venture to attack them again, partic ularly since my 
visit, as I gave the natives to understand that I should return there shortly, and they know that I sup- 
plied the colony with ammunition, provisions, &c., &c., a return of which Tenclose. The appearance of the 
Grampus on the coast has been of essential service to the settlement. The trade with the natives in their 
immediate vicinity had been stopped for some time; but when they found the Grampus to be a vessel of 
war, the King sent in word that he would open the trade, and before I left there the natives began to come 
in with provisions and other articles, in considerable numbers. The agent for the United States, as well 
as for the Colonization Society, had left the settlement some time before my arrival; they have appointed 
acting agents, Mr. Waring for the United States, and Mr. Johnston for the society, both colored men. By 
their advice the people have elected a council of twelve to assist In managipg the affairs of the colony, 
and by what I could discover, they appear to be doing very well, but they are extremely desirous to have 
the advice of good agents; they say they do not yet feel themselves competent to manage the establish- 
ment. Their settlement is very pleasantly situated on a narrow peninsula, the sea on one side, and Mesu- 
rada river on the other, on high ground; and they have for its protection a tolerably good fort, built of 
stone, at one end of the village, on which are mounted, at present, one long cighteen-pounder, and two 
eighteen-pound gunades; at the other extremity is a block-house, with one nine-pounder and one six. 
They have also mounted one brass four-pound field piece and one two-pound swivel, besides several other 
guns not mounted, and about one hundred muskets, cighty of which are in good order, and the others 
they will be able to repair with the tools and materials L gave them. The number of inhabitants is two 
hundred and thirty-seven; seventy-eight of them capable of bearing arms, who are formed into a company, 
and muster for exercise every Saturday. They have all very good houses, and some of them begin to 
cultivate gardens; they have also cleared a considerable piece of ground intended for cultivation. They 
catch in the river a varicty of fish, and plenty of oysters. They have an abundance of fine timber, and 
the soil is very good; and they all appeared to be quite contented with their situation. They prob: bly 
enjoy as good health there, as the y would in any part of the world. Of the last emigrants, one hundred 
and five, all have gone through their seasoning; three young children only have di ed, and they with com- 
plaints incident to every climate and country. | have m: ide this detailed re port, beheving it would be 
agrecable to you, to the society, and to all those friendly to the settlement, to know exac tly how these 
people are situated, as T have been informed at St. Thomas that there are very discouraging reports in 
circwation in the United States. We sailed from thence on the 12th of April, and Tam sorry that Iam 
obliged to add, on the cighth day several cases of malignant bilious fever occurred on board, three of 
which proved fatal. A particular description of the character and progress of the disease, by Dr. Halse, 
I bee to enclose. No person has been permitted to go on shore except when necessity required it, and 
ho persons were attacked with this disease except those who had been thas exposed. After leaving Cape 
Mesurada, I beat up the coast to the northward of Rio Grande, but did not meet with any vessels coming 
within the limits of my instructions. From there LT proceeded in the execution ef your further orders, 
and, on the 10th of May, anchored at Martinico, to obtain information, fill my water casks, and obtain 


other supplies, all of which were nearly eshansted, sailed thenee on the 16th, and anchored at St. Bar- 
tholomew on the 18th; sailed again on the 19th, and anchored at St. Thomas on the 20th; sailed thence on 
the 2ist; called off St. Johns, Porto Rico, on the 29, 1, and communicated with the American consul. The 


next day I stood close in to the town of Aguadilla, where [found a Dutch man-ofwar brig; communicated 
with the commander, who informed me that he had been there some days, and had not heard of any pira- 
cies or suspicious vessels in the Mona passage lately. Remained in the Mona passage all night, and then 
made the best of my way to the Island of Cuba, 

I have examined the north coast closely as far down as Sugar Key, where T anchored in consequence 
of secing several tents on the key. 1, however, found them to be the crew of a Spanish brig-of-war 
from Cadiz, cast away there twelve days previous. From there the weather did not permit me to approach 
the keys along the Cuba shore. I examined Ginger Key, but found no person there, nor any indication 
of any having been there recently. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JOIN D. SLOAT. 

To Com. Davin Porter, commanding U.S. Naval Forces in the West Indies, 

Gulf of Mexrico, and Coaxt of Africa. 


Wasnincion, August 16, 1824. 


Sir: It has been intimated to you, that the Grampus, under your command, could be ordered to give 
convoy to certain vessels from the port of New York to Carthagena, but on a reconsideration of the sub- 


ject it has been deemed advisable and prudent not to confine our protection to particular cases, on the 


application of individuals, but to make it of a general nature, formed on general principles, and given 
to all alike. This is necessary, to guard against any infringements of the rights of belligerents as 
regards blockades and contraband of war, the first of which is in no case to be violated, and the second 
is never to be protected. Upon these principles, our public ships should never give convoy to our mer- 
chant vessels to the ports of either of the belligerents, without a perfect knowledge that they had no 
contraband articles on board, nor are they ever to be protected against a blockading foree when warned off. 

Under these considerations, you will sail, in execution of my orders of this date, taking under your 
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protec tion such vessels as may offer for convoy, as far as your route may extend, governing yourself by 
the foregoing general prince iples, and the orders and instructions heretofore given. 
With. great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. Commandant, J. D. Sroar, U.S. Schooner Grampus, New York. 





Wasnineton, Augvst 16, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed to the West Indies with the United States schooner Grampus under your com- 
mand, touching at St. Bartholomew and St. Thomas, and remain, until further orders, in the neighbor- 
hood of these places, and about Porto Rico, for the protection of our commerce, with such of our small 
vessels as may be ordered there. Some pir: atic al acts having been committed in ‘the § Sail Rock and Mona 
passages, you will endeavor to prevent them in future. 

In the duties to be performed, and in your intercourse with foreign officers, you will be governed by 
the general sailing instructions and orders heretofore issued. 

Should supplies be required for your vessels, before my arrival, you will make application to Mr. 
Furnace, an American merchant at St. Thomas, who has offere e to furnish them. 

The schooner Beagle, Lieutenant Commandant Platt, has been ordered on the same service with the 
Grampus. You will make to me frequent reports of your proceedings, directing your letters to Wash- 
ington, under cover to the Secretary of the Navy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant J. D. Sroar. 


U. S. Sure Jonn Apams, Passage Island, November 15, 1824. 


Sir: After you have landed the Pilot at St. Thomas, and executed my orders of this date, relating 
to the men in confinement at St. Christopher, you will return to St. Thomas, and continue your protec- 
tion to our commerce, in conformity to former orders. 

It has been stated to me by American merchants at St. Thomas, that large amounts of American 
property are frequently passing from that place to the coast of Comana Caraccas and Pensacola, for 
which they have asked protection, You will afford it to them when, in your opinion, it can be done advan- 
tageously to the public interest, and you are authorized to carry for them their specie, under former regu- 
lations and restrictions, 

The Beagle will continue with you on this station, and you will make such disposition of your forces 
as will be most beneficial to the interest entrusted to you. 

Should anything of importance occur, which it| may be necessary that I should be informed of, you 
‘an, if no opportunity offers to Havana or Matanzas, send the Beagle with your communications to 
Thompsons Island. 

You will continue to procure from Mr. Furnace, for your vessel, as well as the Beagle, the supplies 
which may be necessary; but, in doing so, you will observe the utmost economy. Payments can be made 
as heretofore, by drafts on the Secre tary of the Nav y. 

Should any supplies be required at St. Bartholomew, you will obtain them from Mr. Bailey, a mer- 
chant of that place, who has offered to furnish them. At every opportunity you will inform me of your 
proceedings. 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Licut. Commandant J. Stoat, U.S. Schooner Grampus. 


U.S. Snip Peacock, St. Thomas, March 3, 1828. 

Sir: You will proceed with the Shark, under your command, accompanied by the Ferret, Terrier and 
Weazel, down the south side of Porto Rico, acting in conformity with my general instructions of the 
26th. 

You will continue to cruise in the neighborhood of Aguadilla at the west end of the island, detain- 
ing until my arrival there all vessels which may have committed any act of piracy on our commerce. 

On your way down give the coast thorough examination, and look into Cat Island. 

With ereat respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Lieut. Commandant Matrnew C. Perry, commanding U. 8. Schooner Shark, 


? 


U.S. Sure Peacock, at Aguada, March 11, 1828. 

Sir: You will proceed with the United States schooner Shark, under your command, to the coast of 
Caraceas, touching at Porto Cabello and Laguira, to ascertain whether there are any interruptions to our 
commerce in that quarter; and if there should be, you will give it such protec tion as may be in your 
power, 

By an official dispatch from the Captain General of Porto Rico, Tam informed that the blockade of 
the coast of Colombia is raised, except against munitions of war; and the enclosed copy of a list of priva- 
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teers, fitted from Porto Rico, will aid you in identifying the character of those you may mect in your 
cruise, 

From thence you will proceed down the co: ~ touching at the various places, wherever it may be 
found necessary, until you get to La Vera Cruz, in which neighborhood you will remain for the protec- 
tion of our commerce until it may be necessary for you to rejoin me, which will de spend on your provi- 
sions and supplies. 

If, in the course of your cruise, you should find persons who have money to send to the United St: ites, 
you will take it on bo: rd, agreeing With them as to the amount of fre ight; and while you remain at or 
about La Vera Cruz, you will please to communicate with Mr, John M: son, in Mexico, ‘who is Secretary 
of American Legation there, on the subject of moneys to be transported to the United States, giving him 
information of your movements, that his arrangeme nie may be made accordingly. 

On leaving La Vera Cruz, you will procee “d to Thompson’ s Island for my further instructions. 

I should wish to be apprised of the time when it would be likely that you would leave La Vera 
Cruz, sufliciently early for me to send a vessel to relieve you, 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 

Licutenant Commandant M. C. Perry. 


Sea Gui, Allenton, June 24, 1823. 
Sin: You will proceed off Havana with the schooner Shark, under your command, and there offer 
convoy to vessels bound to the United States; from thence you will proceed to New York, there to land 
the specie, discharge the men whose times are out, as well as those who have but a short time to serve, 
and to cause the necessary repairs to be made to your vessel with all expedition, that she may return to 
this station with the least possible delay. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant M. C. Perry. 


Sea Geir, Allenton, June 24, 1823. 

Sir: Understanding as you do my views with regard to the service to be performed in these seas, it 
is my wish, should you return in the Shark, that her protection to the commerce of the United States, on 
her way here, should take a range equal or nearly so to the round recently taken; but should her com- 
mander be changed for one who has not served under my command on this expedition, it is my wish that 
she should return here by the shortest route, in order that I may give him his instructions. 

Should you leave the Shark, you wiil furnish your successor with a copy of this letter for his govern- 
ment, 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) PD. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant M. C. Perry. 


U.S. Sup Peacock, Matanzas, March 29, 1823. 

Sir: You will, with the United States schooner Wild Cat, accompanied by the Beagle, remain to 
give protection to the American commerce in this quarter, and afford convoy every Sunday as far as the 
Double Headed Shot Keys, There is a bay to the windward of this place, and around Port Yeacos, 
called Sequappa Bay, which has been the resort of pirates. I wish you to embrace the first opportunity 
to visit it; but don’t let your visit interfere with your convoy. 

Any supplies that may be wanted for the two schooners you will obtain through the agency of Mr. 
L. Adams, a merchant of this place. You will be careful in not obtaining any but such as may be abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Any intelligence you may receive of sufficient importance to make it necessary that I should be 
made speedily acquainted with it, you will conve y to me as early as possible by one of the schooners. 
She will find me at Thompson’s Island. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) ‘ D. PORTER. 

Lieut. Commandant C, W. Skixner, U.S. Schooner Wild Cat. 


Sra Gurr, Matanzas, April 16, 1823. 
Sir: Proceed with the Wild Cat and Beagle, to give convoy from Havana next Sunday morning, after 
which, go to Thompson’s Island, take in one month’s provisions, and return to Havana, to give convoy 
every Saturday. Should you meet the Grayhound, inform the commander of my being here, and my 
wish to see him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER 


Lieutenant Commandant C, W. Skinver. 
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; Sea Geir, Allenton, May 19, 1823. 
Sir: As soon as you are relieved by the Grayhound, you will fill your water and proceed to this 
place with the Wild Cat and Beagle, that they may undergo the necessary repairs. 


(Signed) I. PORTER. 


Directed to Lieutenant Commandant C. W. Skinner. 


Sea Gui, Allenton, June 18, 1823. 
Sir: You will proceed to Havana, and deliver the letter bag of the Wild Cat to Messrs. Castillo, Black 
& Co., informing them you will leave there for the United States, on the Ist of July. You will then offer 
convoy, proceed to Matanzas, leave a letter bag with Messrs. Latting & Co., informing them you will sail 
on the 28th. 
You will offer convoy from Matanzas, take in specie, return to Havana, take in specie from there 
for the United States, and return here for further orders, leaving Havana on the Ist of July. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Lieutenant Commandant C. W. SKINNER. 





Navy Department, June 19, 1824. 

Sir: Circumstances have rendered it necessary to give to your cruise a direction which was not 
intended or anticipated, until within two or three days past. 

You will receive such orders from Captain Kennedy as he shall transfer to you, relating to his cruise 
on the coast of Africa, and you will obey them, as if directed to yourself. 

On Wednesday next, the Rev. Mr. Gurley will leave this, and on his arrival at Norfolk, you will 
receive him on board, and proceed without delay to the coast of Africa, touching at Cape Mesurada, and 
following, thence, the directions in your orders. It will probably be necessary for you to remain at the 
rape eight or ten days, in order that Mr, Gurley may accomplish what he is directed to do. He will return 
with you to the West Indies, where you will report to Commodore Porter. Mr. Gurley will return thence 
to the United States by the first opportunity. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Lieutenant Cuartes W. Skinner, commanding U. S. Schooner Porpoise, Norfolk, Va. 


Copy of a letter from Lieutenant C. W. Skinner, commander of the United States Schooner Porpoise, enclosing 
copies of the correspondence referred to in the letter. 


Unirep States ScHooner Porpotse, Matanzas, October 24, 1824. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to inform you that, after leaving the convoy from Havana, I stretched in for 
this port, where I anchored on the evening of the 18th. On inquiry, I was informed no piracies had been 
recently committed in this vicinity. I, however, determined to dispatch the boats secretly from the 
harbor, and examine the adjacent bays and inlets. On the night of the 19th, I placed them under com- 
mand of Lieutenant Hunter, and Acting Lieutenant Johnson, with orders to examine about Point Yeacos, 
Sewappa Bay, and Camrioca, places long notorious as a retreat for pirates. On the evening of the 22d, 
Lieutenant Hunter returned with a piratical schooner of one carriage gun, one new American cutter, and 
two other boats; one, having three men on board, he captured in Sewappa Bay. Every appearance 
justified the suspicion of piracy. The persons informed Lieutenaut Hunter their vessel had been taken 
by armed men; the boat they were in, given in exchange, with a promise of returning in a few days and 
restoring their vessel. The next day, off Camrioca, Lieutenant Hunter discovered a suspicious schooner 
standing to sea, In chase of a vessel in sight. On his approach, the schooner tacked, and made for the 
shore, closely pursued by the boats. The crew abandoned the vessel, and fled to the woods, where they 
were sought for in vain; she proved to be a pirate, mounting one gun, and small arms. From the number 
of nautical instruments, trunks of clothing, rigging, and sails, with three sets of American colors, found 
on board, she must have robbed several vessels. From stains of blood on the clothes, and other articles 
on board, I fear the unfortunate persons to whom they belonged must have been murdered. No papers 
were discovered which could lead to the name of the vessel or vessels captured; several articles of 
clothing were marked “ Captain Shaw,’’ a number with the mitials “A. 38.” A bag on board was lettered 
“Drie Morning Star’s letter bag.”’ One waistcoat contained in the pocket a printed card, ‘‘ Mr. M. Loris’ 
boarding house, Charleston, Scuth Carolina,” and appeared to have been newly printed. A medicine 
chest on board was put up in New York. I have delivered the prisoners to the Governor of Matanzas, 
and shall furnish him all the testimony in my power which can throw light on their character. The 
schooner I sent out last night, under command of Acting Lieutenant Brown, in hopes of decoying some 
of her former comrades. I sail with convoy to-morrow, and after joining the prize at sea, shall proceed 
to Thompson’s Island for supplies, and return to the protection of commerce on this coast. I trust, sir, 
should the prize be sufficiently fortunate to meet with pirates, I shall have the pleasure to give a satis- 
factory account of them. 

I du myself the honor to enclose the correspondence relative to the capture of the vessels and prisoners. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
CH. W. SKINNER. 


To the Hon. Samvet L, Sovruarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington City. 
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U.S. Snip Jonn Apamus, Thompson's Island, December 22, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed to Havana, where you will complete your provisions and stores, offer convoy 
to vessels bound into the Gulf of Mexico, and then proceed to the coast of Yucatan, run down to Cam- 
peachy, there offer convey and protection, and from thence proceed to Alvarado, La Vera Cruz, and Tam- 
pico, remaining 1n the neighborhood of those places about six weeks, giving protection to our Commerce, 
and governing yourself in all your proceedings by my general instructions of the 26th of February, 1823. 

If, in the course of your stay in the gulf, our merchants should have specie to transport from one 
port or place, or to the United States, you will take it on board on the usual freight; taking special care 
that nothing like illicit shipments are made, and that nothing in the shape of public advertisements 
appear, or that anything is done that may be liable to misconstruction, or give rise to unfriendly com- 
ments; and above all, that your vessel is not made an object of commercial speculation and enterprise, 
Nothing in the shape of merchandise must be taken on board, except under the circumstances provided 
for by the act for the better government of the navy. Let all your proceedings in these respects be 
open; make known frankly to the authorities of the place your objects, and let your conduct be such as 
to remove all suspicions. 

In the transportation of specie, an object of great importance to our country, we have a delicate duty 
to perform, and one which many believe is not obligatory on us. Confine yourself, however, strictly to 
your orders, and no remarks, whether publicly or privately made, need cause you pain. 

After receiving the specie on buard, proceed with the convoy, if any, to Havana, where you will 
await for further orders. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 

Lieut. Commandant Cuas. W. Sxivner, U. S. Schooner Porpoise. 


U.S. Suir Jonn Anams, Norfolk, January 25, 1824. 


iy 


Sir: When the U. S. schooner Porpoise shall have obtained a new crew, and received the necessary 
repairs, you will proceed with her to the coast of Africa, continuing along the coast in the usual track of 
slave-trading vessels, in pursuance of the general cruising instructions, and the acts of Congress for the 
suppression of the slave trade and capture of piratical vessels; copies of which, and of the laws relative 
thereto, you have enclosed. 

While on the coast you will touch at the American settlement of free colored people; communicate 
with the agent of the Colonization Society; ascertain the state and condition of the colony—giving it 
such aid, assistance and protection, as it may stand in need of, and be in your power to furnish. 

From thence, you will proceed to the coast of Guinea, and thence in the route usually traversed by 
vessels with slaves, which is mostly north of the Antilles and the keys to Cuba. You will, in your route, 
touch occasionally at some of the islands of the West Indies, to obtain news of piratical vessels; proceed 
to Matanzas, fill your water, and repair to Thompson’s Island, where you will receive my further orders. 

Wishing you a pleasant and successful cruise, Lam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant SKINNER. 


U.S. Gannior Sea Gui, Havana, January 23, 1825. 


Sm: On your return to this place, from the Gulf of Mexico, should you have upwards of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars on board, for the United States, you will proceed with it to the most convenient 
port, land it, take in the necessary supplies for your vessel, and return to Thompson’s Island. 

Should you not have so large an amount on board, you will, after landing it here, proceed to Thomp- 
son’s Island for further orders, 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) 
Lieut. Commandant C, Skinner, U. S. Schooner Porpoise. 


DPD. PORTER. 


Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, June 12, 1823. 

Sm: You will receive herewith eleven letters from the Captain General of Cuba to the military 
governors of Taraco, Bayamor, Gilaca, Batabano, Puerto Principe, Jaqua, Baracoa, Halquin, St. Juan de los 
temedios, Trinidad de Cuba, and one from me to the admiral at Jamaica. 

You will proceed with the United States schooner Beagle to deliver the above-mentioned letters, and, 
at the same time, keep in view the suppression of piracy. 

It is my intention, on your return to this place, which must be within two months, to send your ves- 
sel to the United States. You will, therefore, take on board such sums of money as merchants may wish 
to ship in her, and on such terms of freight as you may think proper to establish with them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) 
Lieut. Commandant Joun T. Newton. 


D, PORTER. 
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Sea Guin, Port Rodyers, September 1, 1823. 
Sir: On your way to the United States, you will touch at Havana, and deliver the accompanying 
letters, receive such letters as the merchants may wish to send by you, and should specie be offered by 
them for the United States, you will take it on board at the usual freight. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant Jonn T. Newton. 





U. 5. Sure Jonw Apams, January 138, 1824. 


Sm: You will proceed to sea with the U.S. brig Spark and schooner Weasel, under your command, 
touch at St. Bartholomew and St. Thomas for information; run down the south side of Porto Rico, 
examine the Mona passage and Island of Mona; continue down the south side of St. Domingo, keeping 
well in shore; and from thence down the old Straits of Bahama to Matanzas, where you will land Dr. 
Anderson. 

There have been two armed vessels carried off by their crews lately, one a ship from St. Bartholo- 
mew, belonging to the Colombian government, the other a brig belonging to Porto Rico, and they have 
both turned pirates. ° 

The ship was called the Oronoke, formerly commanded by a Captain Nutter, but ran away with by 
the boatswain’s mate (Wilson, an Englishman, with black hair and whiskers, grey eyes and a long, 
narrow face) and sixty of her crew. 

Part of the officers were forcibly carried off and probably murdered. She is a black ship with a 
yellow streak, American sharp built, shows sixteen guns, low in the water, and sails fast; mast-head and 
spars painted white. 

The brig was called the Scipio, and was carried off by sixty of her crew, from Margagues, Porto 
Rico. It is said she has plundered several vessels in the Mona passage. 

Two small piratical vessels, sloop rigged, with pivot guns, have lately plundered the brig William 
Henry, Captain Lester, at the Island of Mona, where it is stated there is an establishment formed by the 
piratical population from Porto Rico, and it has been suggested that it would be the most certain means 
of capturing and destroying them to take possession of and destroy all the boats that can be found there, 
and thus cutting off their retreat; of this you can better decide when you get there. 

It is said they are well armed, and supplied with provisions and ammunition. It is not improbable 
that you will find plunder deposited there; there is good anchorage on the west side. 

After you leave St. Domingo, send the Weasel to Jamaica, with the enclosed letter for Commodore 
Sir Edward Owen; from thence around the west end of Cuba to Thompson’s Island, to fill up your provi- 
sions; run down the coast of Yucatan, touch at Campeachy, and there offer protection and convoy to our 
vessels. 

After executing these orders, you will then govern yourself by No. 2, herein enclosed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 

Lieutenant Commandant Jonny T. Newroy, U.S. Brig Spark. 





U.S. Sure Jonn Apams, January 18, 1824. 

Sir: On your arrival at Campeachy, and after obeying my orders No.1 of this date, you will proceed 
to Alvarado, Tampico, and La Vera Cruz, at one of which places you will in all probability find the U. S. 
schooner Shark, Lieutenant Commanding Stevens, who is there for the purpose of protecting the com- 
merce of the United States, and giving conveyance to specie to this country. 

You will open a correspondence with two of the agents of the Bank of the United States, now in 
Mexico, Messrs. Andrews and Crawford, and regulate your movements so as to receive on board your 
vessel such sums of money in any of the ports of Mexico, in the gulf, as they may designate; the money 
to be received on deck, and in parcels of not less than one thousand dollars, put up in good, substantial 
boxes, barrels, kegs or skins. 

The money received from them is not to include any other than what belongs to the Bank of the 
United States, except on the usual terms of freight. All consignments, therefore, to the bank, and not 
the property of the bank, are to be taken on the terms usually given by merchants, and you will take 
the British rule for your guide. 

When you shall have completed your freight, you will repair to Thompson’s Island for further 
instructions. It is presumed that you will not find it necessary to remain in the gulf more than six 
weeks, and I shall’endeavor to send a vessel to relieve you about the Ist of May next. 

I have read to you the instructions of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, relative to transportation 
of treasures. I have no apprehension that you will go beyond the authority given; it is therefore need- 
less to make any further communication to you on the subject. 1 will merely remark, however, that none 
of the vessels of war under my command must, on any account whatever, and under any inducement, be 
used for the purposes of commercial adventure. You can carry the treasure of our citizens from one 
port or place to another, and you can take it to the United States, but nothing in the shape of public 
advertisements must appear; and in all your intercourse with the authorities of the places you may visit, 
make frank acknowledgments of the motives which brought you there. Let all your transactions in this 
respect be open and not liable to misapprehension. Nothing whatever in the shape of clandestine ship- 
ments must be countenanced. 

For the information of the government you will, on joining me, report to me the amount of treasures 
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on board your vessel, where taken from, where destined, and the circumstances, terms and conditions on 
which you have taken them. 
Should I leave Thompson’s Island before your 
I send one of the small schooners to assist in the 
commander the precautions to be observed in taking on board specie. 
During your stay in the gulf, as well as on your passage out and home, you will seek every occasion 
to give protection to the persons and property of the citizens of the United States. 
Wishing you a pleasant and profitable voyage, I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Lieut.,Com. Jxo. T. Newron, U. S. Brig Spark. 


arrival there, I shall leave orders for you. Should 
performance of your duties, you will enjoin on her 





Wasnincton, July 12, 1824. 
Str: Understanding, from information communicated to me by the Secretary of the Navy, that the 
brig Spark, under your command, has arrived at the quarantine ground, New York, you are hereby 
required to have her got in readiness for sea as soon as practicable, and it is hoped she will be ready to 
sail about the middle of August. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER, 


Lieut. Com. Jno. T. Newton. 


U. S. Sue Jonn Apams, April 27, 1824. 
Sm: After landing what money you may have on board for Havana, you will proceed to New York, 
with such as you may have in for the United States, and as soon after the delivery of the same as pos- 
sible, you will return to Thompson’s Island, touching on your way at St. Barts, St. Thomas and Matanzas. 
Should you find no orders here, you will proceed to the Gulf of Mexico, and act in conformity with the 
course prescribed to you in my letter of January 18, 1824, No. 2. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Lieut. Com. Jno. T. Newron, 


D. PORTER. 





U.S. Sup Peacock, Allenton, April 12, 1828. 

Sir: The two schooners, the Terricr and Ferret, are to be got ready for sea as soon as possible, and 
so soon as Captain Cassin returns from his cruise, you will proceed with them to Cape Antonio, and remain 
in the neighborhood of that place, until a renewal of your supplies makes your return here necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Com. R. M. Rose, U. S. Navy. 





U.S. Steam Gauiior Sea Gui, Matanzas, May 4, 1823. 

Sm: You will proceed to sea with the two schooners, and give convoy as far as the Double Headed 
Shot Keys, if necessary, thence to Key Sal, then across to the keys to the windward of Point Yeacos, 
down the coast of Cuba to Cape Antonio, around to Trinidada, on the south side, and if your provisions 
will hold out, and there should be no necessity for your continuance in that neighborhood, you will make 
the circuit of Cuba, returning to Thompson’s Island by the way of the old Straits of Bahama, giving 
every suspicious place a thorough examination. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Lieut. Com. R. M. Ross. 


D. PORTER. 





Lieutenant Commandant R. M. Rose: 

There has been a report of piracy at or near Keytaca, Captain Rose will proceed there and ascertain 
the grounds of the report, taking with him the Midge, under the command of Lieutenant Boughen, and 
act according to circumstances. 

It will be desirable to proceed to-night or to-morrow morning, carly, and to work up inside the reef. 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, June 18, 1823. 
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Sea Guin Allenton, July 1, 1823. 


Sir: You will proceed to Havana, land the two Spaniards, deliver to the captain general the accom- 
panying package, and offer to bring over any claimant of the detained property who may wish to come. 

You will place the letter bag of the Terrier in the counting-house of Messrs. Castillo, Black, & Co., 
informing them you will leave there, for the United States, on the 15th of July. 

You will there offer convoy; proceed to Matanzas, leave a letter bag with Messrs. Latting & Co., 
informing them you will sail on the 12th. 

You will offer convoy from Matanzas; take in specie; return to Havana; take in specie from there, 
and return here for further orders, leaving Havana on the 15th of July. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant R. M. Rose. 





[Extract.] 
Sea Guii, Port Rodgers, July 13, 1823. 
Sir: You will proceed to prepare the Weasel for a cruise, with all dispatch. 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant Beverty KENNoN. 





Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, July 19, 1823. 
Sir: When the Weasel shall be ready for sea, you will proceed to cruise for two weeks on the coast 
of Cuba, between Havana and Cape Antonio, at the expiration of which time you will return to this place. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) : D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant B. Kennon. 





Sea Guii, Port Rodgers, July 25, 1823. 

Sir: I have directed Licutenant Commandant Ritchie, who is cruising off Havana, to place himself 
and vessel under your command. 

You can exercise your own discretion, whether to cruise to leeward or to windward of Havana. 

It is my intention to send you home, and that you shall leave Havana for this place on the 15th of 
August. You can, therefore, leave a letter bag with Messrs. Castillo, Black & Co., calling for it on your 
return from your cruise, and taking on board specie, if any offers, for the United States, at 2} per cent. 
freight. 

From Havana, you will proceed here for further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Lieut. Com. B. Kennon, 


D. PORTER. 





Sea Geir, Port Rodgers, August 14, 1823. 


Sir: You will proceed to Washington city with the United States schooner Weasel, reporting her 
arrival to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, for such changes in the officers as may be necessary, and 
to fill up the crew—those being the objects of sending her home. When the necessary changes have 
been completed, she is to return to this place by the way of Crooked Island, or Caucus passages, running 
down the old Straits of Bahama, touching at Baracoa and Matanzas, showing yourself off Havana, 
and giving the whole coast a thorough examination. 

It is extremely desirable that no unnecessary delay should take place in the United States, as the 
services of the Weasel will be wanted, and any delay will prevent my carrying into effect the arrange- 
ment of the periodical sailing of vessels from here. 

I should presume that the vessel might leave the United States to return to her station, in one week 
from the time of her arrival; and, if you leave her, whoever may be your successor, I wish you to impress 
this on his mind, giving him a copy of this order. 

In case you resign the command, there is no absolute necessity, should any difficulty occur, in send- 
ing a commander in her, as Mr. Randolph can bring her out, and the command can then be given to one 
of the old lieutenants on the station, some of whom are entitled to her. 

With the assurance that it will ever afford me pleasure to be associated with you on duty, please to 
accept my best wishes for a speedy and pleasant passage, and a happy sight of your friends. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Com. Beverty KEnnon. 
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Navy Department, December 7, 1822. 

Sir: Soon as the United States schooner Grampus shall be completely equipped for sea, proceed 
direct to the Havana, and resume your former cruise about the Island of Cuba, for the suppression of 
piracies, under your former instructions. John Warner, Esq., consul for the port of Havana, has permis- 
sion to embark on board, to be landed at Havana. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 


(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 


Lt. Com. F. I. Grecory, commanding U. S. Schooner Grampus, New York. 





U.S. Gatiior Sea Gui, Allenton, May 6, 1823. 
Sir: So soon as you receive this, you will repair to this place, where the services of the Grampus 
are much wanting. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) PD. PORTER. 
Lt. Com. F. H. Gregory. 





Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, June 18, 1823. 

Str: So soon as the Grampus shall be ready for sea, you will proceed to Matanzas, taking with you 
the barge Gnat, for the purpose of giving to our commerce there all the protection in your power against 
piracy, until you are relieved. 

It will be well to visit oceasionally the by places between Point Eycaco, Cayo Blanco, and Havana, 
if you can do so without leaving our inerchant vessels unprotected. 

You will be governed in the performance of your duties by my general instructions of the 26th of 
February. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Lt. Com, F. I. Greeory. 





Lieutenant Commandant Gregory to Commodore Porter. 


U.S. Scnooner Grampvs, Thompson's Island, July 3, 1823. 

Sir: [I have the honor to inform you that this vessel sailed from the Balize, on the 24th of April, 
with a convoy for Tabasco, where she arrived on the Ist of May. Sailed thence again on the 6th, with 
convoy, towards Vera Cruz; parted with the convoy on the 9th, and arrived at Campeachy on the 13th, 
where I received information of several piracies committed upon the merchant vessels of the United 
States; and that the coast of Yucatan, from Cape Catoche to Lagona, was then infested by several 
gangs of pirates, who had been guilty of every atrocity imaginable. Finding there were a very con- 
siderable number of merchant ships at the several ports upon that coast, unprotected, and others arriving 
almost daily, I continued thereabouts until the 25th of June, scouring the coast up and down; and, 
occasionally, when any information was had which offered the least chance of detecting those villains, 
the boats were employed, and sometimes were sent along the coast twenty and thirty leagues from the 
vessel. On the 22d of May, I chased a schooner ashore to windward of Sisal, which I have no doubt 
was a pirate, from his appearance and conduct; as it was in the night, and upon a part of the coast 
where I was not sufficiently acquainted, and blowing fresh upon the shore, I had not an opportunity of 
completing his destruction. On the 11th of June, I seized a suspicious vessel in the harbor of Cam- 
peachy, and resigned her to the authorities there, on that account. This last vessel had just come from 
New Malaga, or Vigia de Chiguila, a little to the windward of Cape Catoche, where the pirates have a 
very considerable establishment, and came down to Campeachy for the purpose of procuring stores for a 
vessel then preparing for a cruise. Two seamen, who had been held as prisoners at New Malaga, in- 
formed me that this gang were sometimes a hundred and upwards in number; that they held possession 
of a small fort, having two twenty-four pounders; and that an officer, named Molla, who had been placed 
there by the government, had joined them. This was corroborated by the authorities of Campeachy, who 
requested me to land and destroy the place. The pirates issue from their post in barges, small vessels, 
and in canoes, hover along the shores, enter the harbors, murder and destroy almost all that fall in their 
power. On the 2d of June, the American schooner Shibbolit, Captain Perry, of New York, being then 
ready for sea, was boarded by a canoe, having fourteen of those villains on board; the watch was 
instantly murdered, eight others of the crew were put in the forecastle, the hatch spiked down, a ton or 
more of logwood put over it, the head sails set, the wind off shore, and fire put to the vessel in the cabin. 
By the most extraordinary exertions, these men broke out in time to save their lives, I arrived while 
the vessel was burning down. The same canoe then proceeded to windward, and two days afterwards 
took the schooner Augustus and John, off Sisal, and burnt her, having turned the crew adrift in a small 
boat, with every probability of their perishing. The people of the country were much exasperated, and 
turned out to hunt them from their shores, 

A party of dragoons having met them, a skirmish ensued, wherein the captain of dragoons, and 
several of his men, were killed, and the pirates, taking to their boats, escaped. One of the seamen I 
mentioned as having been amongst them, stated that he belonged to an Enelish schooner from New 
Providence, called the Flyer; that the crew, with the exception of himself, were instantly butchered. He 
was detained by them about two months, during which time they had captured nine vessels, some of 
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which were brought in, but the principal part destroyed; and, in some instances, he was certain that the 
whole crews were murdered. When he left the place, (about twenty days since, ) they had a Guineaman, 
with two hundred slaves, and a large quantity of ivory; two small schooners, Americans. And an 
English cutter informed me that the pirates had a direet and uninterrupted intercourse with Havana, by 
means of small coasting vessels that ran regularly to the ports on the coast, and always touched at New 
Malaga. Frequently, some of them would go up to the Havana, and others of the gang come down. 

That this infernal horde of villains have established themselves at New Malaga, I have no doubt; 
and, from the information given me by men of the first respectability at Campeachy, Sisal, and other 
places on the coast, I believe the pirates have been guilty of all the acts as herein stated. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
FRANCIS H. GREGORY, Lieut. Com. U. S. Navy. 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West India Station. 





Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, July 4, 1823. 

Sir: You will proceed to or near Key Vacas, in search of an armed schooner called the Centilla, and 
sailing under the Colombian flag, which has lately captured and sent to that place several Spanish vessels, 
which have been perfectly wrecked there, and the cargoes sold. 

On meeting said vessel, you will require her commander to come with her to this place, and, should 
he refuse to do so, you will take possession of her, and bring her in. The captain of the Centilla claims 
for her the character of a national vessel. It is therefore desirable that no violence should be used, if it 
is possible to avoid it, as I can have no disposition or wish to offer any insult whatever to the officers or 
flag of any nation in amity with the United States. But as the conduct of the officers and crew of the 
Centilla has been such as to produce doubts as to her real character, and as they have disregarded and 
violated the neutral character and laws of the United States, and, by the wrecking on our coast, and sell- 
ing of prizes before condemnation, committed piracy, the flag of Colombia must not protect them. The 
Centilla must be brought in here, and such of her crew and prizes as you may fall in with. 

Force is only to be used in the last resort, and when every other means have failed. But, if neces- 
sary, it must be used until she submit. 

Lieut. Rodgers, of the marines, can give you any information respecting her; and, if you learn from 
him that she has left the coast, you will return to this place. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER, 
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 
Licut. Com. F. Hf. Grecory, commanding U. 8. Schooner Grampus. 





Port Ropcers, Thompson's Island, September 16, 1823. 


Str: On your arrival here, you will set all the carpenters you can muster at work on the house 
building for the marine officers; you will take the brig, fitting for an hospital, and moor her carefully and 
securely at the upper part, and on the east side of the harbor. 

You will use, for this purpose, one of the chain cables and anchors on shore, (she has a chain and 
anchor on board, ) after which, you will please to finish her by laying her berth deck and laying a tier of 
cribs above and below on each side amidships, and finishing off with rough boards a snug cabin for the 
commander and surgeon, and closing her in all around on the outside with the same, leaving sufficient 
openings for ventilators, and for hoisting things in by fore and main yards; then all the new work must 
be whitewashed. 

The hull of the brig is to be painted pretty much as it is now; this will take you about a fortnight 
or three weeks. 

The barges are, however, in the first place, to be hauled up and carefully housed, and Mr, Platt is to 
take care of all the bargemen, until the arrival of the Hornet, when he will join her, with all of his officers 
and men, 

After you have performed these duties, you will proceed to Campeachy, La Vera Cruz and Tampico, 
for the protection of our commerce, for six weeks or two months, and receive on board all moneys which 
may offer you, the destination of which is to the United States. You will proceed to Norfolk with it, 
where you will report to me at Washington. 

You will touch at this place on your way home, as there is a possibility of my being here again by 
that time. 

While you are here let your surgeons give all the aid in their power, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, D. PORTER, 

Licut. Commandant F. IL. Grecory. 


U.S. Sup Jonn Avams, Thompson's Island, January 28, 1824. 


Sir: You will proceed down along the Colorados reef in search of the two barges, Gallinipper and 
Diabletta, as far as Cape Antonio, and should you meet them you will deliver to the officer in command 
of them the enclosed orders for their return to this place, after which you will return to Matanzas, for 
the purpose of giving protection to our commerce there, in conformity with my former instructions. 

Very respectfully, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant McK gcEver. 
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Wasuineton, August 11, 1824. 
Sir: As soon as the United States steam galliot Sea Gull shall have completed her repairs, and be in 
every respect ready for sea, you will proceed with her to New York, there to wait my further orders. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. Commandant Isaac McKeever, New York. 





Wasuineton, October 20, 1824. 
Sir: You will proceed with the United States galliot Sea Gull, under your command, as specdily as 
possible to Matanzas, for the protection of our commerce there, and thence to Thompson’s Island, where 
you will report yourself to the senior officer on the station for further instructions. 
Very respectfully, 
(Signed) 
Lieut. Commandant McKeever. 


D. PORTER. 





U. S. Sup Joun Apams, Thompson's Island, January 5, 1825. 

Sir: You will leave Lieutenant Bell in charge of the duties which have been assigned to you, in 
the neighborhood of Matanzas, with the two small schooners and the barges, and you will proceed with 
the Sea Gull to this place, touching at Havana. 

You will please to bring with you all the letters and newspapers for myself and the officers here; 
and if Col. John Mifflin, of this place, and now at Havana, should wish to come over with you, I will 
thank you to give him a passage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant I. McKeever. 





U. S. Sup Jomn Apams, January 138, 1824. 
Sir: On receiving your provisions and water at Thompson's Island, after parting with the Spark, 
you will proceed to the coast of Yucatan, running down the coast from Cape Catoche to Campeachy; 
look in at Campeachy; then proceed to Alvarado, La Vera Cruz, and Tampico, at one of which places you 
will find the United States brig Spark, Lieutenant Commandant Newton, who will be there for the pur- 
pose of giving protection to our commerce, and the conveyance of specie to the United States, 
If it is found that you can be advantageously employed in these duties, Lieut. Commandant Newton 
will be instructed to employ you there, and if not to send you back to Thompson’s Island. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant Jonn P. Zantzincer, United States Schooner Weasel. 





Wasnineton, July 138, 1824. 

Sir: I have received your communication of the 12th, which is satisfactory. There is an absolute 
necessity for your return to the West Indies immediately. Your orders will therefore be issued 
to-morrow. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 

Lieut. Commandant Joun P. Zanrzincer. 





Wasnineton, July 14, 1824. 


Sir: You will proceed to the West Indies, touching at St. Bartholomew, St. Thomas, and running 
down the south side of Porto Rico and Cuba, touching, if necessary, at Jamaica, examining for pirates, 
and offering convoy and protection to the property and persons of our citizens, according to my general 
instructions, 

You will then proceed around Cape Antonio to Thompson's Island, where you will fill up your provi- 
sions, and proceed thence to the port of Havana, and offer convoy to the Gulf of Mexico, running down 
the coast of Yucatan, touching at Campeachy, Alvarado, La Vera Cruz and Tampico, giving all the pro- 
tection in your power to our commerce. 

If, in the course of your cruise our citizens should wish specie carried from one port or place to 
another, you can take it on board under the restrictions formerly laid down to you, and on your arrival 
in the gulf, if there should be any considerable quantity to be taken to New Orleans, you can proceed 
there with it under like instructions. If it should be the opinion of the merchants at New Orleans, or 
the commanding naval officer, that the Weasel can be usefully employed between Tampico and that port, 
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you can remain there six months, reporting to me from time to time; but if not, you will return with 
specie to the United States, touching at Havana and Thompson’s Island for orders. 
In the whole of your cruise, do not lose sight of the main object, the protection of the property and 
persons of our fellow citizens. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant Jno. P. Zantz1ncer. 





Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, August 10, 1823. 

Sir: You will proceed with the U.S. brig Spark, under your command, off Havana, where you will 
offer convoy, and after the vessels shall be well off from the land, you will ran down, examining the coast 
tu Cape Antonio; thence around the south side of Cuba to the Isle of Pines and Trinidad, where you will 
offer protection and convoy. 

Should there be information of pirates in that neighborhood that will, in your opinion, make your 
stay there necessary, you will continue to cruise about there for a reasonable length of time; you then 
will proceed to windward, examining the coast to Cape Cruz, where it is probable there are pirates, of 
which Lieut. Com. Kearney will give you particular information. These you will endeavor to capture 
and put to rout, giving the place a thorough examination, 

From Cape Cruz proceed to St. Jago de Cuba, and there offer protection and convoy, remaining in 
the neighborhood of the place as long as in your judgment your presence may be required. 

From thence continue your cruise to the east, around Cape Mayzi, thence down the north coast to 
Baracoa, there offering protection and convoy, and exercising your judgment as to the period of your 
stay about there. 

Continue to examine the coast from thence down to Matanzas, through the Old Straits. At Matanzas 
you will, if necessary, fill up your water and offer convoy; then proceed off Havana, offer convoy, and 
return to this place. . 

Throughout your course you will endeavor by every means in your power to preserve the health of 
your crew, by avoiding infected places, by great attention to their comfort and cleanliness, and by pre- 
venting unnecessary exposure. 

The object of the course being the suppression of piracy and the slave trade, reference, as your guide 
in the performance of these duties, is to be had to my general instructions, of the 26th February last. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. Com. E. R. Suusrick, Brig Spark. 





Wasurneton, October 29, 1823. 

Sir: When you shall have performed the duties required of you by my instructions of the , you 
will proceed to the coast of Yucatan, running down toward Campeachy, thence to La Vera Cruz and 
Tampico, giving such protection as may be in your power to the commerce and citizens of the United 
States, against unlawful interruptions. 

Should merchants and others have specie to transport to the United States, you will take it on board, 
proceed to the port most convenient for their purpose, touching on your way at Thompson’s Island, 
Havana, and Matanzas, for orders; and, in the event of not receiving any, you will, after landing your 
specie, return to Matanzas with all practicable dispatch, to receive my further instructions. 

Very respectfully, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. Com. E. R. Sxusrick, Brig Spark. 








Wasnrineton, August 11, 1824. 

Sir: So soon as the U. S. schooner Ferret shall be in every respect ready for sea, you will proceed to 
the West Indies, running down through the islands, to ascertain whether our commerce requires protec- 
tion; and if, in the course of your route, you should find protection necessary, you will afford it as far as 
your means will allow, governing yourself strictly in this respect by the general cruising instructions, 
and the orders of your predecessor. 

You will run down the south side of Cuba, touching at St. Jago and Trinidad, examining the inter- 
mediate places, and then go round Cape Antonio, to Thompson’s Island, where you will report to the 
senior officer there for further instructions. 

At every place you touch, offer your vessel for convoy and protection. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. Com. T. H. Bett. 





Wasuineton, August 12, 1824. 


Sir: So soon as the United States schooner Ferret, under your command, shall be ready for sea, you 
will repair to Thompson’s Island, and report yourself to the commanding officer there for further duty. 
On your way to the island, you will touch at Matanzas, and afford such protection to our commerce there 
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as may be necessary. In the suppression of piracy and the slave trade, in the protection of the persons 
and property of citizens of the United States, and in your intercourse with foreign officers, you will be 
governed by my general cruising instructions and other orders, which you will receive from Acting Lieu- 
tenant Farragut. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) 
Lieut. Com. T. HW. Benn. 


D. PORTER. 





U.S. Sue Jonn Apams, Thompson's Island, January 5, 1825. 
Sir: With the two schooners Ferret and Terrier, and the barges Musquito and Diabletta, you will 
take charge of the protection of the commerce of Matanzas, and the suppression of piracy in that neigh- 
borhood, until further orders. My general instructions of the 182. will be your guide in all cases 
where they can be applied. 
You will call on Lating, Adams & Co. for such occasional and indispensable supplies as may be 
required for the vessel. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Lieutenant Commandant Bett. 


PD. PORTER. 





[Extract.] 
Wasutneton, December 21, 1822. 


Sir: You will proceed to Norfolk with the eight schooners purchased for the suppression of piracy, 
and deliver them to the commandant of the Navy yard, to be manned and equipped. 

As I have explained to you my ideas, generally, as to the manner of equipping these vessels, I shall 
refer Captain Warrington to you for information, time not allowing of my going into detail. They will 
each have on board three lieutenants, three midshipmen, a surgeon’s mate, and twenty-four petty officers, 
seamen and marines, and boys; therefore, accommodation must be procured for that number. 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Directed to Licutenant J. Newer, U. S. Navy. 





Norroik, February 8, 1823. 


Sir: When the two schooners of which you have the charge shall be prepared, with the barges, &e., 
you will proceed with them to Thompson’s Island, and there land their cargoes, after which you will 
place the barges in a condition for service, and await my arrival. The schooner hired by the month you 
will keep with you, the other you will discharge as soon as possible. 

In landing the materials for building, you will consult, as far as practicable, our ultimate conveni- 
ence. Midshipman Morehead, who will go out with you, has been some time on the island, and can give 
you much useful information relative thereto. 

The circuitous route which I shall take with the squadron will prevent, in all probability, my arriving 
so soon as yourself. You will therefore have an opportunity of making yourself well acquainted with 
the harbor and navigation; and you will please to place buoys, of casks, to point out the deepest water, 


keeping a look-out for me in the offing, in order that you may give me your aid in taking the vessels to 


the best anchorage. 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Lieutenant THos. NEWELL. 





Unirep States Sute Peacock, Allenton, April 10, 1823. 

Sir: So soon as the schooner Mary, now called the Trap, shall be ready for sea with her provisions 
and stores, you will take on board a detachment of marines, and stretch over to the coast of Cuba, throw- 
ing yourself in the way of open boats from the shore, and making your way slowly down toward Cape 
Antonio, where I shall expect to find you after I have visited, with the steam vessel and barges, the coast 
to windward of Matanzas. 

There is anchorage under the lee of the cape, and at Cape Conantas; and as I shall depend on you 
for my provisions and coal, it will be best for you to anchor at one of those places; but be careful to 
guard against a surprise, and also to conceal your force. 

Accompanying this, you will receive a set of general instructions for your government. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Lieutenant Commandant Tuos. Neweit, CU. S. Schooner Trap. 





Sea Gutx, Port Rodgers, June 12, 1823. 
’ « ’ ’ 
Sir: You will proceed with the schooner Ferret under your command, to the south side of Cuba, to 
give protection to our commerce in that quarter; and when your provisions shall have been expended, 
you will return to this place. 
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It is my intention to send you to the United States, soon after your return; you can therefore take 
on board any sum of money which merchants may have to ship, and on such terms of freight as you can 
agree On. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant T. M. Newetnr. 





Lieutenant Commandant Newell to Commodore Porter. 


Unitep States Scnooner Ferret, Thompson’s Island, June 25, 1823. 

Sir: Pursuant to your instructions, I left this place on the 14th inst., on a cruise to Trinidad, 
on the south side of Cuba, in company with the Beagle, Captain Newton. On the second day we 
parted company, and on the third day I made the Havana, (on my way to Matanzas;) from thence 
I commenced a diligent search in all the by ports and bays. On Tuesday sent my boat into Canised, 
and obtained information that some pirates were still lurking about the coast. During that night I 
kept close in with the land, and on Wednesday at 10 A. M. discovered an armed barge, with sixteen 
oars, and well manned, in a small bay, called Bacuna Yeauga. I immediately sent Lieutenant Dorning, 
with five men, the most my boat could carry, to examine all the boats, there being seven in number. 
He approached within fifty yards of the barge, when the crew showed their character by opening a 
fire on him with musketry and blunderbusses, which, fortunately, did no other damage than nearly 
to sink the boat, she having received a ball at the water edge. Five other ones were found in the boat, 
which, being nearly spent, had struck the water, and innocently jumped into her. My boat, at no 
time suitable for the transportation of men, and now rendered useless, induced me to take possession 
of a small coaster that was near, and manned her with fifteen men, and at that time intended to stand in, 
if possible, with the Ferret, in order to cover the men while they took possession of the barge, which 
then had the American colors, union down; but, on approaching, found that the channel would not admit 
of my entering. It then blowing very hard, and a heavy sea on, I deemed it proper to recall the coaster, 
which had like to have gotten ashore: for, had that catastrophe occurred, I question much whether the 
pirates would have had the gratification of butchering them, as they certainly would have been drowned. 
The sea was then breaking with great violence over the reef that covered the bay. I was then compelled 
to resort to making tacks, close in with the reef, and giving them long tom, with round and grape, in 
hopes to destroy the boats—as to killing any of them it was impossible: for, on the approach of the 
Ferret, they would completely secure themselves behind the rocks and trees, which hung all around the 
harbor; but this T was frustrated in, by the enormous roughness of the sea; and, the wind being on shore, 
prevented me from taking any position from which I could annoy them much. Finding it impossible to 
do anything with the means then in my power, I stood out to sea, in hopes to fall in with some vessel 
from which I could get a suitable boat, (but, I am sorry to say, that it was not until next morning that 
my wishes were obtained, ) and, if that could not be done, to push to Matanzas, to concert a plan with 
the governor, by which the pirates, as well as their boats, may be taken. I, however, obtained a boat 
from an English vessel, and immediately bore up for the same place, which was then but a short distance 
off. I had not run but a short time, when I discovered a Spanish brig of war lying to, off the bay, which 
proved to be the Matae. On the report being sent to the Governor of Matanzas, that one of the United 
States schooners was engaged with the pirates, he dispatched this brig, and at the same time took with 
him a land force, and had cruised there a few minutes before me, and had taken possession of a small 
schooner boat the pirates had abandoned, and which lay on the beach. I sent in my boat after he had 
left, and ordered a search, when two of the boats I had seen the day I attacked them, were found, well 
sunk, up a lagoon, which, npon further examination, extended several miles into the island, and have no 
doubt but that the large barge is now at the head of it; but, not being prepared with boats, I did not 
think it proper to send my boats out from the Ferret. The two boats 1 have brought over, and shall 
await your orders relative thereto, 

On iny arrival at Matanzas, I found my mainmast very dangerously sprung, which has made it neces- 
sary for me to return here, but not until I had given convoy to eight of our merchantmen from Matanzas 
and Havana. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, you obedient servant, 
THOMAS M. NEWELL. 


Com. Davin Porter, Commander of the United States Naval Forces, West India Station. 





Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, July 13, 1823. 
Sir: After landing the persons, you will run down the coast to Artigasa to search for some cannon 
and ball left there by a pirate, which you will take on board if you find them. 
You will then look in at Cayo Blanco, on the eastern part of the Colorados, and return to this place. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. Commandant Tuomas M. Newet. 





Lieutenant Commandant Newell to Commodore Porter. 
U. S. Scuooner Ferret, Port Rodgers, July 23, 1823. 


Sir: T have the honor to report to you that, after delivering the pirates at Havana, I cruised down 
the coast of Cuba to the windward, as far as Cayo Blanco, and examined every creek and harbor. After 
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searching and diving for sometime at Artigos, (a small hidden river,) I found the guns you alluded to in 
your instructions; also, a new gun carriage, calculated for a twenty-four pounder, was taken from the 
mangroves, where the pirates had carefully hidden it. My vessel being so much lumbered up, I could 
not bring it; I therefore cut it up, and saved the irons; the guns taken are five in number—one long six- 
pounder, one short six-pounder, one nine-pounder carronade, and two long threes; the latter well 
mounted, and appear to have been very recently placed there. 

I then returned to Havana, and, on Sunday last, gave convoy to six American, and one Danish ship. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS M. NEWELL. 
Com. D. Porrer, commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 


Sea Guir, Port Rodgers, July 24, 1823. 

Str: You will proceed with the schooner Ferret, under your command, to Havana, leave your letter 
bag at the counting house of Messrs. Castillo, Black & Co.; offer convoy; continue cruising in the neigh- 
borhood, for the protection of our commerce; and should merchants or others wish to avail themselves of 
this opportunity to send specie to the United States, you can take it on board at the usual freight, leav- 
ing Havana on the Ist of August and returning to this place for further orders. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant Tuomas M. NEweEtt. 





[Extract.] 
Sea Gein, Port Rodgers, August 1, 1823. 

Sir: You will proceed to Washington with the United States schooner Ferret, reporting her arrival 
to the Ifon. Secretary of the Navy, for such changes in the oflicers as may be necessary, and to fill up 
her crew, these being the objects of sending her home, When the necessary changes have been com- 
pleted, she is to return to this place by the way of Crooked Island, or Caucus passages, running down 
the old Straits of Bahama, touching at Baracoa and Matanzas, showing yourself off Havana, and giving 
the whole coast a thorough examination, 

It is extremely desirable that no unnecessary delay should take place in the United States, as the 
services of the Ferret will be wanted, and any unnecessary delay will prevent my carrying into effect 
the arrangements of the periodical sailing of vessels from here. 

(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Directed to Lieut. Commandant Thomas M. Newet. 


[Extract.] 
Sea Geir, Port Rodgers, July 19, 1823. 
Sir: You will proceed to Havana to give proteetion to our commerce; and you will communicate 
with Messrs. Castillo & Black every day. 
Should they have any communications for me, you will lose no time in conveying them to this place. 
(Signed) , D. PORTER. 
Directed to Lieut. Commandant Jno. T. Rireme. 





Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, July 25, 1823. 
Sir: You will place yourself and vessel under the command of Lieut. Com. Kennon. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 
Lieut. Commandant Jno. Ritcutr, Schooner Fox. ; 


Sea Gur, Port Rodgers, August 8, 1823. 

Sm: You will proceed to Havana with the U.S. schooner Fox, and place yourself under the command 
of Captain Sidney Smith. 

Should Captain Smith have left Havana, you will proceed with all possible dispatch to a place called 
New Malaga, near Cape Catoche, on the coast of Yucatan, where it is said there is a piratical establish- 
ment; and in the event of your not finding Captain Smith there, you will proceed to obtain all the 
information in your power with regard to said establishment, and return to this place with all possible 
dispatch. 

You will endeavor to ascertain whether a British force has gone against it, how far it has extended 
its operations, and whether successful or otherwise. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Lieut. Commandant J. T. Rircnte. 
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Lieutenant Commandant Ritchie to Commodore Porter. 


U. S. Scnooner Fox, August 29, 1823. 


Sir: In compliance with your instructions, of the 8th ultimo, I proceeded to the coast of Yucatan, 
to ascertain the situation of a piratical establishment, said to be there. On the 14th, I arrived off the 
port of New Madrid, (New Malaga) and immediately sent a boat to obtain all the information possible, 
relative to the situation and character of the fortification. 

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that the establishment alluded to is a fortification for the 
protection of the town of New Malaga, recently established there for commercial purposes, and that no 
pirates have been heard of on that coast for some time, 

The enclosed letter from the commandant at that place, in answer to a letter addressed to him, by 
me, will, no doubt fully explain their character; also, a letter from the commander of H. B. M. brig Scout, 
on the subject of the attack on the fort, which, no doubt, gave rise to the report of its being a piratical 
establishment, and the answer thereto upon that subject. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN T. RITCHIE. 

Com. D. Porter, commanding West India Station. 





Port RopeErs, Thompson’s Island, September 16, 1823. 
Sir: You will proceed to Washington without delay, touching at Norfolk to land your specie. On 
your arrival you will report yourself to the Secretary of the Navy and Navy Commissioners for repairs. 
You will inform them that I am on my way home in the Sea Gull. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 


Licut. Commandant Jno. T. Rircuie. 





Unitep States Snip Jonn Apams, Thompson’s Island, April 16, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed with the Fox, accompanied by the Beagle, Licutenant Commandant Cross, to 
the Colorado reef, and endeavor there to join and co-operate with the Sea Gull and barges under the 
command of Captain Wilkinson, in pursuit of pirates, 

Should you not join Captain Wilkinson before reaching Cape Antonio, you will wait his arrival 
there, near which place you will find the Grayhound. You will receive from him your further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant Joun T. Rircnisr. 





U.S. Snip Jonn Apams, Thompson’s Island, April 12, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed to Havana, and should any of our merchants have specie for New Orleans, 
you will take it on board on the usual freight, and proceed to that place. 

From thence you will proceed to Tampico, and continue to ply between that place and New Orleans, 
giving such protection to our commerce in that quarter as may be in your power. 

Endeavor to make your arrival and departure as regular as possible, in order that persons requiring 
your protection may be enabled to make their arrangements accordingly. 

You will make all your requisitions, and receive all your supplies of provisions in New Orleans, and 
report yourself at every arrival and departure to the commanding officer there, and you will seek every 
opportunity of communicating with me. 

You will return to this place by the first of October, unless otherwise instructed, and you may touch 
at Havana before coming here, for the purpose of landing specie. 

I have read to you the instructions of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, relative to the transpor- 
tation of treasures; I have no apprehensions that you will go beyond the authority given—it is therefore 
needless to make any further communication to you on the subject. I will merely remark, however, that 
none of the vessels of war under my command must on any account whatever; and under any induce- 
ment, be used for the purposes of commercial adventure. 

You can carry the treasure of our citizens from one port or place to another, and you can take it to 
the United States, but nothing in the shape of public advertisements must appear; and in all your inter- 
course with the authorities of the places you may visit, make frank acknowledgments of the motives 
which brought you there. Let all your transactions in this respect be open, and not liable to misappre- 
hension. Nothing, whatever, ia the shape of clandestine shipments must be countenanced. 

For the information of the government, you will, on joining me, report to me the amount of treasures 
which you have on board your vessel, where taken from, where destined, and the circumstances, terms, 
and conditions on which you have taken them. 

During your stay in the gulf, as well as on your passage out and home, you will seek every occasion 
to give protection to the persons and property of the citizens of the United States. 

Wishing you a pleasant and a profitable cruise, I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
To Licutenant Commandant Jouy TT. Rarenis, 
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Wasuixetox, October 14, 1824. 
Sir: I have received your several communications respecting the schooner Fox, under your command. 
She is to be got in readiness for sea with the least possible delay; and when ready, you will report 
to me. 
Very respectfully, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Licutenant Commandant J. Rercite, 


Wasnmiscton, October 27, 1823. 
Sir: You will proceed to Matanzas, in the Island of Cuba, with the schooner Beagle, and there join 
the Wild Cat, which you will find there. With these two vessels, you will give such protection as may 
be in your power, against pirates, to the commerce of the United States, and to the vessels of all nations 
requiring it. 
You will receive your supplies of all kinds from Thompson’s Island. You are to be governed in your 
operations by my general instructions of the 26th of February. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Lieutenant Commandant Jos. Cross. 


DPD. PORTER. 


Unirep States Scuooner Weaser, Alvarado, December 5, 1824. 

Str: I sailed from Thompson's Island on the 17th of September, for Havana, off which port I fell in 
with, and convoyed in, the American brig Herald, of Boston. After watering, sailed from Campeachy, 
giving convoy to three American schooners—(the Daet, Commerce, and Superior,) to the Bank; arrived 
there 27th September, and sailed on the 29th for Alvarado, On the 6th of October, a little to the east of 
Alvarado, spoke the United States schooner Shark, Captain Gallagher; received instructions to stand for 
and anchor at Sacrificios, for the purpose of taking on board Mr. Taylor, American consul, (then on board 
the Shark,) and returning with him to Alvarado. In riding out a norther at Sacrificios, I parted my hemp 
cable, and was unable to find the anchor, I have been under the necessity of purchasing a cable and 
anchor in this port. Sailed from Vera Cruz on the 9th, and arrived here on the 10th. On my arrival, 
received a letter from the American consul, giving an account ef the capture of the American brig Cato, 
by the pirates, and the schooner Leader wanting protection at Tabasco; a copy of which letter is enclosed, 
and marked A. I was compelled to remain a few days in port, to repair my sails, and procure an anchor 
and cable; which being done, I sailed on the 19th for Tabasco, In consequence ef a strong southwesterly 
current, we drifted in near Chittepeque river, where [ dispatched a boat with an officer for a pilot; the 
boat returned without the officer, the commandant having detained him. Situated thus, I thought it 
most advisable to stand for the river; which I did, and anchored directly opposite the fort, and in good 
shot distance. I was determined to knock down his fort, if he did not give up the officer immediately, 
and take him by force. Immediately on the demand being made, he delivered him up, making many 
apologies for having detained him. Ilere I was detained near two weeks, by a continual succession of 
northers, which rendered it impossible to cross the bar. On the 28th, I received a letter from Captain 
Dulany, dated Villa Hermosa, requesting to see me; a copy of which I have enclosed, and marked 
B. The next day I proceeded there in the cutter, for the purpose of seeing the two captains; 
reached there in two days; on the third, returned to the vessel, bringing with me Captain Dulany, 
of the Cato. On my return, I had the pleasure of finding the water on the bar quite smooth; 
and sailed for Tabasco, where I arrived on 6th November, After a few days’ delay I proceeded 
to Chiapa river, distant about thirty-four miles from the mouth of the river. [here found it imprudent 
to proceed farther up the river, in consequence of sickness, which was brought on by excessive fatigue, 
in warping up against a tour knot current [dispatched Acting Lieutenant Taylor, with Captain Dulany, 
in the eutter, to Villa Hermosa, and sent a letter to the governor, requesting him to facilitate the brig 
and schooner’s passage down the river. On their arrival [set sail and convoyed them fifty miles clear 
of the coast, and then stood for this place, where I arrived on the 29th. The Weasel has been actively 
and usefully employed on this station, particularly in this port. On my first arrival T found nearly all 
the crews of the American vessels down with sickness, aud my men were compelled to assist them in 
various ways—in taking care of their vessels, &e. Since being in the gulf [have had much sickness 
on board, which was brought on by the severe duty performed by my men, Jacob Rise, O. S., died in 
this port on the 28th October, of the fever. Now, with pleasure 1 inform you, my officers and crew are 
in good health, and shall sail from this port for Tampico as soon as the present norther is over, and the 
bar smooth enough to cross with safety. I have been compelled to draw two or three bills on govern- 
ment, in supplying my vessel with provisions, &c. In consequence of Acting Lieutenant Carr leaving 
the vessel at Philadelphia, I appointed Sailing Master E, C. Taylor lieutenant in his place; which appoint- 
ment, I presume, will meet your approbation—since which time he has been performing both duties. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 


CHAS. BOARMAN, Lieut. Commandant U. S. Schooner Weasel. 


U.S. Scnooner Weaser, Uavana, January 21, 1825. 
Sir: Ihave the honor to report the arrival at this port of the U.S. schooner Weasel, thirteen days 
from Tampico, The particulars of my movements up to my leaving Alvarado T presume you have received, 
Sailed from that port tor Tampico on the 7th December, and arrived there on the 12th. [continued at 
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that anchorage till the twelfth instant, giving all necessary assistance to our merchantmen, which was 
great. Thomas Gray, seaman, was drowned by a fall from the main boom in assisting one of them. 
John 8S. Holey, O. 5., deserted. The Weasel has not been successful in capturing pirates, but she has 
been both usefully and actively employed in giving protection to our commerce. Further particulars I 
will give you during the day. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
CHAS. BOARMAN, Lieut. Commandant U. S. Schooner Weasel. 





Sea Gui, Havana, January 24, 1825. 

Sir: You will proceed to a convenient port of the United States, there land the money on board your 
vessel, and report yourself to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, and the state and condition of your vessel 
to the Board of Navy Commissioners, 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Licut. Commandant Boarman. 





U.S. Suir Joun Apams, Thompson’s Island, April 25, 1824. 
Sm: When the Sea Gull and Gillinipper are ready for sea, you will proceed with them to Matanzas, 
and there await my further orders, giving all protection in your power to our commerce in that quarter. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Licut. Commandant R. Voruees. 





U.S. Sure Jonn Anams, April 24, 1824. 


Sm: With the United States schooner Jackal under your command, accompanied by the Wild Cat, 
Lieutenant Legare, you will proceed to the Island of Mugeres or Woman’s Island, on the coast of Yucatan, 
near Cape Catoche, in search of and for the destruction of a piratical establishment said to exist there. 
From thence you will continue to cruise along that coast towards Sical, giving it a thorough examination. 

From Sical you will send the Wild Cat to me with a report of your proceedings, and shape your 
course toward Campeachy, and thence to Alvarado, Sacrificios, and Tampico, looking in at La Vera Cruz, 
at one of which places you will meet this ship; and at the time, or soon after your arrival, you will receive 
by her instructions as to your further proceedings. 

You will ask of Licutenant Commandant Ocllers my general instructions, which will explain to you 
the duties you have to perform as regards the suppression of piracy and the slave trade. 

During your stay in the gulf, and on your passage there, you will seek every occasion to give pro- 
tection to the persons and property of our citizens. 

Wishing you a pleasant and successful cruise, I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Licut. Commandant Joun HI. Leer. 





Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant John H. Lee to Commodore David Porter, commanding United 
States naval forces on the West India station, Gulf of Mexico, and coast of Africa, dated— 
U.S, Scuooner Jackar, Sical, May 12, 1824. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to report to you that, for the purpose of executing your orders to me on the 
25th of April, the Jackal and Wild Cat sailed on the 26th of that month from Thompson’s Island, On the 
following day we made the coast of Cuba, (Bahia Honda,) and passing Cape Antonio in the night, we 
were unable to look in there, although I felt a great desire to do so, On the 29th arrived off Cape Ca- 
toche, and on the same afternoon anchored between the Island of Contoy and the main land. This island 
is small and thinly wooded, so that it required but a few hours to examine every part of it. We could 
discover no traces of any persons living there, or even of any persons having been there, except two 
thatched huts in a very decayed state. 

Early on the morning of the 80th we left that island, and approaching as near the shore as the 
safety of the vessels would permit, we proceeded to the Island of Mugeres, and in the night anchored 
between its southwest end and the main land. On the following morning, having found the watering 
place, the vessels were removed to it, and, at the same time, detachments of men were sent on shore for 
the purpose of commencing an examination. 

This island is larger, more thickly wooded, and much more difficult of access than Contoy; and we 
were, consequently, compelled to proceed at a comparatively slow rate. But, sir, i ean safely say that, 
at the expiration of two days, almost every foot of Mugeres had been traversed. 

We found here six Indians from the vicinity of Sical. They stated that they made annual visits to 
this island for the purpose of making salt, large quantities of which were piled up on the borders of the 
salt ponds in the interior. While at Mugeres we were visited by several parties of Indians from the 
main and the Island of Cankum, 

I could glean nothing satistactory from these men respecting piracy. The stories they told were so 
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very contradictory, and see mingly without foundation, that it was impossib le to reconcile them with each 


other , or with truth; but from all I could hear, and from my own observations, Mugeres has not, for the 


last two years, bee n the resort of pirates. 
A severe eale detained us at anchor three days longer than was necessary, and this circumstance 


afforded an opportunity of visiting the main land, which was done by Lieuten: int Commandant Legare 
and Lieutenant Piercy, though without disc covering anything more than a few uninhabited fishing ei 
On the 7th of this month, we sailed from Mugeres, and passing again by Contoy, anchored near Cape 
Catoche, and here, sir, our researches were as little to our satisfaction as they had been hitherto. 
Nothing was to be seen but an old dilapidated church and a fishing hut. From thence we continued our 
course towards New Malaga, examining the coast as we went along, and arrived there on the afternoon 
of the 8th. Some of the Indians had informed me that a piratical vessel was fitting out at that place; 
but, sir, no such vessel was there on our arrival, and the commandant, who is apparently a respectable 
man, ¢ assured me that the Fox was the last vessel he had seen, 

On the 9th we left New Malaga, and coasted it along within two miles of the shore, looking into all 
the inlets, and communicating with almost every settlement between Malaga and Sical, until our arrival 
at the latter place, late on the 11th. From the time we commenced our ex xamination of the coast, we 
have never sailed during the night, except once in chase of a schooner, which proved to be a privateer 
fitted out at Sical, and then, sir, I returned, with the Jackal, to the place I discovered her, and waited 
until the following morning. 

At this port the commandant has been barely civil to us, and the inhabitants generally appear to 
view us more in the light of spies than friends. 

You will perceive from this report, sir, the manner in which we have performed our duty, and I 
sincerely hope it will meet with your approbation, To the prompt and active exertions of Lieutenant 
Legare I feel much indebted; and I assure you it would have afforded me great pleasure to have been 
associated with him for a longer time. 

From this place I shall proceed with all possible dispatch, to execute your further orders. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN H. LEE. 


Commodore D. Porter, commanding United States Naval Forces 
on the West India Station, Gulf of Mexico, and Coast of Africa. 





Matanzas, June 5, 1824. 


Sir: After touching at Thompson’s nee, you will proceed to the coast of East Florida, and give it 
a thorough examination, to discover an establishment there, said to be of a piratical or irregular charac- 
ter, somewhere about Charlotte Harbor, Chatham’s Bay, or between that and Tampa Bay. 

The inhabitants are said to be Sp: aniards and Indians: hoist the Spanish flag and have two guns 
mounted. You will have intercourse with them, ascertain thei ir true character, force, and condition, and 
on your return make me a detailed report. Should you find the aid of a land force necessary, you can no 
doubt obtain it from the military commanding officer of the post at Tampa Bay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) : D. PORTER. 


Licutenant Commandant James M. McInvosn. 


Attenton, Thompson Island, July 8, 1824. 


Sir: I had the pleasure of addressing you on the 5th inst. by the Diabletta, enclosing a copy of a 
letter from Captain P. C. Greene, and a sick report, which I trust you will receive at an ec arly period, as 
the weather has been uncommonly tine since she sailed. The departure of the Martha this evening with 
a load of flour affords me another opportunity to communicate to you our situation, The expedition in 
the barge will necessarily impede much our progress in the buildings and other improvements, for in 
giving her a complement I have left the island almost destitute. The new store which I find by a letter 
of Lieutenant Oellers, dated 29th ult., reported to be nearly finished, I regret to say is little more than 
half done; it is only in part covered, floor not laid, no partitions up, or doors or windows made, nor 
have I any person at present to continue on with it. The only two carpenters at present on the island I 
have employed putting a small addition to the house formerly oceupicd by Captain Wilkinson, to render 
it barely comfortable for my family. But I am in hopes soon to complete the store on the return of the 
Diabletta. I would take the liberty of suggesting the propriety of a house carpenter being employed, 
rated as master carpenter, and sent out immediately; the good advantages which would arise from it I 
have perceptibly seen displayed with the citizens working for Mr. Simonton, Since his return from Bal- 
timore with a decent young man in that capacity, almost double the work has been performed by his 
carpenters, and IJ find that I cannot, with all the attention I can possibly bestow, have as much done by 
men employed in the public service. I cannot lay out their work, or do JI really know, to be candid, 
what is a day’s work for a house carpenter, and having no person here who feels any ambition in for- 
warding that branch, I am liable constantly to impositions. 

I have the honor to enclose you a duplie ate copy of Captain Green’s letter, and Doctor Bassit’s sick 
report of to-day, by which you will find one of the cases re ported by him on the 5th as bilious remittent 
fever, marked to-day as a case of yellow fever; and I regret to inform you that Richard Purcels, a private 
marine, died yesterday at the hospital of what the doctor calls a low fype of bilious fever. It is with much 
pain, sir, that Tam compelled to inform you that L witness, daily, symptoms among the men a little alarm- 
ines almost every day since my arrival and command here one or more have been taken with severe 
voniting, pains in the head and bones, and the disease appears to fluctuate, one day at work and the next 
arclapse; and itis high time that Dr. Bassit was assisted in his duties. His riding twice a day frequently 
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from the hospital to Allenton and his exposure to sun is well calculated to bring on disease; and if he is 
indisposed we are deprived entirely of medical assistance. 

I have endeavored to gain, for the purpose of communicating to you, all the information respecting 
the cruise of Domingo on the coast of Yucatan, It appears that he was connected, in his piratical depre- 
dation, with Diabletta, and that, in the division of prize goods captured, a dispute arose; in consequence of 
too large a portion being demanded by the two leaders, the men seized a blunderbuss and literally blew 
Diabletta to pieces. Domingo escaped with a severe sabre cut on his arm, by jumping overboard and 
swimming to shore. Joseph Morales saw him since his return from Yucatan, and corraborated these cir- 
cumstances. 

I have, sir, respectfully to request that I may be informed if there is a probability of my being: per- 
manently stationed here, The command of the yard I presume I shall not retain longer than the sickly 
season; after that time many superior to me will be making applications; and although I have every con- 
fidence in your disposition to do me justice, still Iam aware that the calls of superiors must be attended 
to. But as 1 am now making preparations for my family, it would be a great source of satisfaction to me 
to know if I could hold the situation of executive officer of the yard, if superseded in the command. 

The plants are doing well; the late showers of rain which we have had have much revived them. I 
have not yet received any cocoa-nut plants, but expect them in the Terrier, I have allowed fifty of the 
nuts to be planted by Col. Mifflin and Captain Greene within the enclosure. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, 
JAS. M. McINTOSH, Zt. Com. 

Com. Davin Porter, Commander-in-Chief of the U. S. Naval Forces 

in the West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, Coast of Africa, éc. 





Extract of a letter rom Lieutenant Commandant James M. McIntosh to Commodore D. Porter, communicated 
to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Attenton, Thompson's Island, July 12, 1824. 

Str: I have the honor to inform you that the Terrier, with the barge Diabletta in company, returned 
here yesterday. Lieut. Paine reports the brig robbed off Escondio to have been the Acasta of Portland. 
They robbed her of two thousand dollars in cargo, her sails and anchors, beat the commander and crew 
severely, and then suffered her to proceed to Havana, 

Could I, sir, have received the information one day earlier, the Diabletta would have completely suc- 
ceeded in recapturing the property, and probably have detected the pirates in the very act. The property 
stolen has been carried to Havana, at which place Mr, Paine saw and conversed with the master of the 
Acasta. The appearance of the barge at so early a period after the transaction, together with the very 
strict search, I trust will have a good effect. 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant McIntosh to Commodore David Porter, communicated to the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
AtLeNnton, Thompson’s Island, August 8, 1824. 

The Terrier, Lieut. Paine, returned yesterday morning with the medical stores which I had the honor 
to inform you were necessary for the station, on the 2d inst. She has been longer executing this service 
than could have been contemplated, in consequence of continued cals since she sailed from here, and 
considerable drift to the eastward. She sails again to-day for Matanzas, with orders to give convoy to 
any of our vessels requiring it, and then to proceed and examine minutely the key in the vicinity of Point 
Yeacos and the Bay of Suagasa, from thence to run down the north coast of Cuba to Bahia Honda, at 
which place piratical depredations are said to be almost daily committed. 


Wasnixeton, August 12, 1824. 


Sir: I have received your various communications by the different vessels that have arrived from the 
island, all of which are satisfactory to me. 

As regards your continuing on the island, you may rest assured that there is no disposition on my 
part to make any change whatever in your situation, and it is not my opinion that any change will be 
made by the Department. 

You may therefore, I think, consider yourself permanently fixed. 

It is likely that I shall be out in a month or two after you receive this, and it is my intention to 
reside for a time on the island, to commence some extensive improvements, affecting its salubrity, that I 
have in contemplation; I shall therefore want my house finished that I may be comfortable. 

I sent several mechanics out in the Wild Cat, expressly for the purpose of being employed on the 
island; you must endeavor to work them to the best advantage. I laid down a plan for the porches 
round my house, but on consideration I wished them changed to the one enclosed, letting the rafters 
commence and rest on the rafters of the main building, about one-half the distance up from the eaves, 
instead of commencing at the eaves as in the old plan. This arrangement will allow of the porch being 
much wider than formerly intended; it would be very desirable to have it thirteen feet. The eaves of the 
porch need not be lower than the eaves of the main building, which will make the whole sightty, light, 
and airy. I have sent out medical aid in the Decoy; I hope it may arrive in season. I would advise that 
the men be as little exposed as possible to the weather—the more they are kept under shelter the better. 

I am in hopes you will be able to get through this season without much sickness. Endeavor to keep 
every one as comfortable as you can, and let me hear from you by every favorable opportunity, that I 








272 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 270. 





may be well informed of the state of the island. Inform Mr. Mifflin and Mr. Symington that I have 
received their Communications, but the appointment of Mr. Pinkney renders it unnecessary to act on 
them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. Com. Jas. McIntosn. 


Wasuineton, August 12, 1824. 

Sir: I have received your communication of the 18th ultimo, respecting the Spanish schooner 
Trinadada, and approve of the course you have pursued with regard to that vessel. 

Mr. Easton’s disinterested conduct in giving up the vessel, without salvage, will no doubt have the 
happiest effect in preserving the good understanding which happily exists between us and the authorities 
of Cuba, and will have a tendency to remove the prejudices which exist against us among the mass of the 
community. IT wish you to return to him my thanks. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 

Lieut. Commandant James M. McIyrosn. 





Wasnixetox, August 19, 1824. 

Sir: IT enclose a copy of a letter from Colonel George M. Brook to the Secretary of War. 

Instructions formerly given, accompanied by a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, of 
the 19th March last, will be your guide as to the course to be taken in regard to the timber lands of the 
United States, on the coast of Florida. 

I wish a detailed report from the officer you send, as to his proceedings, and the value, condition, 
quantity, and situation of the timber mentioned by Colonel Brook. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 

Lieut. Com. James M. McInrosu, Commanding Officer, Thompson's Island. 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant James M. McIntosh to Commodore David Porter, 
communicated to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


AuLENTON, Thompson's Island, August 25, 1824. 

The United States schooner Wild Cat, Lieutenant Commandant Legare, arrived here on the 20th 
instant from Matanzas, By Lieutenant Legare I received your instructions of the 14th, 15th, and 16th 
ult., and shall avail myself of her sailing this evening, to comply with the order of the 16th. 

The Wild Cat, from the representation of her commander, was permitted to heave out and overhaul; 
every exertion, however, has been made to get her ready for sea; she is now in good order, and will, with 
the Terrier, I hope, be enabled to protect our commerce in the vicinity of Havana and Matanzas. 

Lieutenant Legare spoke the Terrier the night previous to his going into Matanzas, to windward, 
where I had ordered her for the purpose of examining Point Yeacas and Suaguassa Bay; and it is with 
pleasure I inform you, that he stated the Terrier to have been successful in the capture of a pirate, a 
launch with from eight to ten men, I expect the Terrier, Lieutenant Paine, every hour; on her arrival I 
will embrace the first opportunity of giving you the particulars of this pleasing information. 


Sea Geir, Port Rodgers, July 3, 1823. 
Sir: On Captain Skinner leaying the Wild Cat, you will take charge of her, and so soon as the 
number of her officers and crew are completed, and her stores and supplies of every kind on board, you 
will return to this place, passing through the Canous or Crooked Island passage, running down the old 
Strait of Bahama, touching at Baracoa and Matanzas, showing yourself off Havana, and giving the whole 
coast a thorough examination. 
If, however, the honorable Secretary of the Navy should appoint another commander to the Wild 
Cat, you will transfer to him these orders for his government. 
It is extremely desirable that there should be as little delay as possible in the United States, and you 
will use every effort to return as soon as possible, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. F. G. Wozert. 





Wasitnetox, August 11, 1824. 
Sm: As soon as the U.S. schooner Beagle shall have completed her repairs, and be in every respect 
ready for service, you will proceed to St. Thomas, for the protection of our commerce in that quarter, 
governing yourself in the duties to be performed by the general cruising instructions, and the orders 
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issued to your predecessor. You will continue on that station, furnishing convoy and protection to our 
merchant vessels through the passages, until my arrival there, or until further orders, 
Should your vessel require any supplies of provisions, stores, &e., you can obtain them by applica- 
tion to Mr. Furnace, a merchant of that place, who has offered to furnish them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Lieutenant Commandant C. T. Prarr. 





U.S. Sup Jous Apaus, Thompson's Island, January 28, 1825. 

Sir: In consequence of the affair at Foxardo, I have been directed by the Hon. Secretary of the Navy 
to repair to Washington, in order that the merits of the case may be perfectly understood, and it is con- 
sidered important that all witnesses in the case, and particularly yourself, should be present. It is also 
desirable that all written testimony that can be had, should be produced. 

You will therefore call on Mr, Stephen Cabot, and Messrs. Bergest and Whlhorn, and get their depo- 
sitions as to the particulars of the robberies on their stores, explaining to them the object, and the great 
importance it is to me, that proofs should be had that the robberies, in former cases, had been traced to 
Foxardo and its neighborhood. You will also call on Messrs. Ellis, Gibson & Co., John Kettle, Esq., 
Robert Alexander, Esq., Saubot, Taubert & Co., and all others whose stores have been robbed, and ask 
them for their depositions respecting the particulars of the robberies; the tracing of them to Foxardo; 
the detection of the perpetrators, and particularly in the case of Messrs. Ellis, Gibson & Co.; also ask 
these gentlemen, as well as Messrs. Bergest and Whihorn, for the original attested copies of all corres- 
pondence they may have had on the subject of these with Mr, James Campos, or any other person 
residing at Foxardo, or any other place to which these robbers had been traced. 

You will please to ask Messrs. Cabot, Bailey & Co, to assist you in collecting all the testimony, in 
the fullest manner, as I conceive it to be of the highest importance to the mercantile interest of the 
United States that the landing on the Spanish coast for the suppression of piracy, and the holding the 
local authorities responsible, should be justified. 

When you have collected all the information and testimony you can obtain on the subject, you will 
repair with the U.S. schooner Beagle to Washington, where you will report yourself to me. 

With great respect, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Lieutenant Pharr. 





Wasutneton, October 20, 1824. 

Sie: You will proceed, accompanied by Midshipman L. M. Goldsborough and J, Boarman, in the 
United States schooner Fox, now at this place, to Pensacola and Tampa Bay, for the purpose of surveying 
those places, and reporting on the same at as early a day as possible, 

Your examination and report will be directed to the following point, to wit, the depth of water on 
the bar. 

Very respectfully, D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant J. W. SHERBURNE. 





U.S. Sure Jonn Apaus, Thompson’s Island, January 15, 1825. 
Si: You will proceed to the port of Matanzas with the barge Gallinipper, and there await my 
arrival, 
Very respectfully, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Acting Lieutenant Bexgawim 8. Grimke. 





U.S. Sreaw Gatuiot Sea Guin, Havana, June 20, 1825. 

Sir: You will proceed with the barges to leeward, inside the Colorados, as far as Cape Antonio, in 
pursuit of pirates, searching, in your way, every place likely to give them shelter. 

Between Porto Coranas and Bahia Honda is a small river called Artigosa, where they formerly took 
shelter, and where, if there are any on the coast, they may probably be found. Cayo Blanco and Rio 
Puereos are also suspicious places, and require to be well examined. 

You will use every means in your power to preserve a good understanding with the authorities of 
the places you inay visit, and you will protect the honest and peaceable inhabitants; but whenever you 
find fishermen without their families, you will give them a rigid examination, and if you find them with- 
out license and with arms, you will destroy their establishments, and, if there is good and sufficient rea- 
sons to believe that they have been engaged in acts of piracy, you will bring them off with you or deliver 
to a Spanish civil or military officer. You will endeavor to get back to the John Adams at Thompson’s 
Island, in fifteen or twenty days. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Lieutenant Grier. . 
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Sea Guii, Port Rodgers, July 19, 1823. 
Sir: On your arrival at W ashington, you will receive the silinagian Terrier, from Licutenant Com- 
mandant Rose, and proceed to get her in readiness to return to this place without de ‘lay. 
The Terrier will require a new suit of sails, caulking; her crew completed and her stores replenished. 
If the Secretary of the Navy stones hot appoint a commander, you will, as soon as ready, return 
here through the © ‘Yrooked Island or Caucus passage, and down the south side of Cuba, touching at 
St. Jago and Trinidada, looking in * Cape Antonio, and showing yourself off Havana. 
Should a commander be appointe d, you will hand him these instructions for his government; you will 
apply to the Board of Navy Commissioners for orders respecting the repairs, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D, PORTER. 
Acting Lieutenant Wu. McKean. 





Lieut. Commandant Rose will please to land his marines, and make me a return of the officers, sea- 
men, ordinary scamen and boys, on board his vessel, 
Respectfully, 
(Signed) D. PORTER, 
Sea Gui, July 19, 1823. 


P. S.—You will please cause all the sweeps and spare oars of the Terrier to be delivered to the store 
keeper at Allenton, 
(Signed) D. P. 





Copy of a letter from Acting Lieutenant Alerander B. Pinkham to Commodore David Porter, communi- 
cated to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U.S. Scrooner Beacie, Quarantine Ground, New York, August 4, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to acquaint you of the arrival of the Beagle at this place, in eleven days, from 
Thompson’s Island, and have also the painful duty of announcing to you the death of the late commander 
of this vessel, Lieut. N. L. Montgomery, who died on the 30th ultimo, in latitude 35 degrees, 23 minutes 
north, longitude 74 degrees, 30 minutes, in consequence of which I considered it my duty to acquaint 
you with the events of our cruise, in continuation of a report commenced by Lieut. Montgomery, found 
wnong his papers, and hereto attached. 

The convoy from St. Jago de Cuba, consisted of the brigs Susan, of Philadelphia, Jane and Boston 
packet of Kennebunk; we also fell in with, off Cape Dona Maria, and took under convoy, the English 
ships Glasgow and Caledonia, from Jamaica, Having accompanied the convoy through the Crooked 
Island passage, as far as Matland’s Island, we returned to St. Jago, (having touched at Crooked Tsland 
to fill up our water,) on the 21st of June; we sailed from thence on the 22d, and arrived at Trinidad on 
the 27th. 

Sailed from thence on the 4th July, having under convoy thebrigs Florida of Boston, Mary and Eliza 
of Sandwich, schooner Hannah, of Boston, and the French brig Due @Angouleme, Parted company with 
the convoy on the 9th, off Cape Antonio, in order to make the best of our way to Havana, in consequence 
of the sic kly state of the officers and crew, the yellow fever having made its appearance on board on the 
6th, of which disease six persons, inc ludine Lieut. Commandant Montgome ‘ry, have died. More than half 
the crew were attacked, but most of them have recovered. 

On the 20th we arrived at Havana, filled up our water, and sailed same day. On the 22d, arrived 
at Thompson’s Island, and having received the necessary supplies .of provisions, sailed from thence on 
the 24th. You may rest assured, sir, that the the disease did not originate from any local cause. The 
general regard to cleanliness observed on board the vessel, and Lieut. Com, Montgomery’s attention to 
the comfort of the crew, would impress a belief that it originated from the unhealthiness of the elim: ite, 
and of the ports we lay in, 

I have the honor to enclose you a correspondence between Lieut. Com, Montgomery and the Gover- 
nor of Trinidad, with other papers; also, a list of the officers and crew of the Beagle. 

In consequence of the disability of my right arm from the effects of a violent attack of the yellow 
fever, from which Tam yet much de bilitated, Tam not able to sign iny name, but 


I have the honor to be, ve ry respec tfully, your most obe dient se rvant, 
his 


ALEX. x B. PINKITAM, Acti ieute ; 
Commandant D. Porter, é&c., &c., de. mark. a 


Wasuineton, August 11, 1824. 

Sir: Ihave received your communication of the 4th, announcing the arrival of the Be nae, and the 
melancholy news of the death of Lieut. Montgomery and several of the crew, I hope sincerely that those 
who have been attacked with the fever m: iy soon recover, and it is my wish that every comfort that they 
may require may be furnished them, so far as circumstances will pe rinit. 

The Beagle must be got re: uly for sea again with all possible dispatch, and her crew is to be filled 
up by requisition on the recruiting officer. 

Capt. Finch will give you more detailed instructions when necessary. 

Very respe etfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signe d) D. PORTER. 

Acting Lieut. A. B. Pixkuam. 
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Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, July 14, 1823. 
Sir: The services of every officer who can attend to duty will be required, on the intended expedi- 
tion, and I cannot feel myself justifiable in permitting any one to return to the United States as sick, 
except under a sick ticket from the physician, 
Very respectfully, your obedient, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Lieut. R. M. Porrer. 





U.S. Sup Jonn Apams, Craney Island, December 30, 1823. 


Sir: You will proceed with the United States ship Decoy to Thompson’s Island, running down the 
south side of Cuba, On your arrival there, you will receive further instructions from Master Commandant 
Jesse Wilkinson, to whom I refer you in all cases of difficulty, either in deciding on the character of ves- 
sels you may meet with, or other circumstances. I enclose to you my general instructions as to the 
duties of officers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Licut. Commandant F. B. Gameue. 





Matanzas, May 4, 1824. 
Sir: You will proceed to New York with the United States ship Decoy take in a supply of stores 
for the squadron under my command, and return with all possible dispatch to Thompson’s Island. 
The men whose terms of service have expired are to be discharged, and others are to be got to 
supply their places. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant I. B. GamBue. 





U. S. Sure Peacock, Aguada, March 11, 1823. 
Sir: You will proceed with the Sea Gull under your command, accompanied by the Fox, down 
through the old Straits of Bahama to Thompson’s Island. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Licutenant Commandant Ww». IL. Warsoy. 





U. 8S. Gator Sea Gui, Allenton, May 10, 1823. 
Sir: You will take command of the barges Gallinipper, Musqueto, and the two schooners Weasel 
and Fox; with them you will proceed in search of pirates in the old Straits of Bahama. If your pro- 
visions will hold out, and circumstances will make it in your opinion necessary and proper, you will 
extend your cruise so as to make the complete circuit of the island, returning by the way of Antonio. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Lieutenant Commandant Wma. H. Warson, 





Lieutenant Commandant Watson to Commodore Porter. 


U.S. Ganniot Sta Guin, Allenton, Thompson's Island, July 11, 1823. 

Sir: Having had the honor to report the circumstances attending the cruise of the division under 
my orders, prior to our separation off St. John de los Remedios, I have now to communicate, for your 
information, my subsequent proceedings in the barges Gallinipper and Musquito. 

After a strict examination of the coast and islands, from Cayo Francis to Cayo Blanco, in the vicinity 
of Point Hycacos, whilst cruising in Siguapa Bay, we discovered a large topsail schooner, with a launch 
in company, working up to an anchorage, at which several merchant vessels were then lying. Being to 
windward, I bore up in the Gallinipper for the purpose of ascertaining their characters, and, when within 
gun-shot, perceiving the large vessel to be well armed and her deck filled with men, I hoisted our colors, 
on seeing which, they displayed the Spanish flag, and the schooner having brailed up her foresail, and 
commenced firing at the Gallinipper, | immediately kept away and ran down upon her weather quarter, 
making signal at the same time for the Musquito to close. Having much the advantage in sailing, they 
did not permit us to do so, but made all sail before the wind for the village of Siguapa, to which place 
we pursued them, and, after a short action, suceeeded in taking both vessels, and effecting the almost 
total destruction of their crews, amounting, as nearly as could be ascertained at the time, to fifty or sixty 
men; but, as we are since informed, to seventy or eighty. They engaged us without colors of any 
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description, having hauled down the Spanish flag after firing the first gun; and, on approaching to board 
(our men giving three cheers and discharging their muskets), the pirates fled precipitately, some to their 
launch (lying in shore, from whence a fire was still kept up), whilst others endeavored to escape by 
swimming to the land. A volley of musketry, directed at the launch, completed their disorder, and drove 
them into the sea; but the boats going rapidly through the water cut off their retreat, with the exception 
of fifteen, eleven of whom were killed or desperately wounded, and taken prisoners by our men who landed 
in pursuit, and the remaining four apprehended by the local authorities and sent to Matanzas. 

The larger vessel was called the Catilini, commanded by the celebrated pirate Diabolito, taken some 
weeks since from the Spaniards, between Havana and Matanzas, carried to Siguapa Bay, where she 
received her armament; had captured nothing, this being the commencement of her piratical cruise. 

I cannot close this communication without performing a most pleasing task, in reporting the active 
gallantry and good conduct of my officers and men, none of whom sustained the slightest injury in the 
action, the result of which is, I trust, suflicient to satisfy you that all under my orders did their duty, 
particularly when it is considered that we had but twenty-six men opposed to a force of piratical vessels 
well supplied with arms of all kinds, amongst which was one long nine and two six-pounders. 

I have much pleasure in naming as my associates Lieutenant Inman, Acting 5. Master Bainbridge, 
Dr. Babbit, Midshipmen Harwood and Taylor, and Messrs. Webb and Grice, who obeyed and executed all 
orders and signals with a promptitude and zeal which could not be exceeded. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. WATSON. 
Commodore D. Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 





[Extract.] 
Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, July 13, 1823. 
Sin: You will take command of the barges Gallinipper, Musqueto, Midge, Sand Fly, Grab-all, and 
Decibolita, and get them ready.for sea with all dispatch. When ready, you will please to inform me. 
The Gallinipper and Musqueto will be manned from this vessel; the Midge from the Hornet, and the 
Sand Fly and others from the ships which may hereafter arrive. 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Directed to Licut. Commandant Wa. UH. Warsoy. 





U.S. Sav Jonn Apams, Thompson’s Island, April 21, 1824. 

Sir: If, on your arrival at Jamaica, our merchants there should have any considerable amount of 
specie to transport either to St. Jago, Havana, or the United States, you are at liberty to depart from 
my instructions of this date, so far as to accommodate them with a conveyance for it In your vessel, giv- 
ing me, or the commanding officer here, the earliest intelligence on the subject. 

I have read to you the instructions of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, relative to the trans- 
portation of treasures. I have no apprehension that you will go beyond the authority given. It is 
therefore needless to make any further communication on the subject. 1 will merely remark, however, 
that none of the vessels of war, under my command, must, on any account whatever, and under any 
inducements, be used for the purposes of commercial adventure. You can carry treasure of our citizens 
from one port or place to another, and you can take it to the United States, but nothing in the shape of 
public advertisements must appear; and in all your intercourse with the authorities of the places you 
may visit, make frank acknowledgments of the motives which brought you there, Let all your transac- 
tions in this respect be open, and not liable to misapprehension, Nothing, whatever, in the shape of 
clandestine shipments must be countenanced. 

For the information of the government, you will, on joining me, report to me the amount of treasures 
on board your vessel, where taken from, where destined, and the circumstances, terms and conditions on 
which you have taken them, 

Wishing you a pleasant and profitable cruise, I am, very respectfully, 
(Signed) 
Lieut. Commandant N. L. Monreomery. 


D. PORTER. 





U.S. Sup Joun Anas, Thompson's Island, April 12, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed with the United States schooner Grayhound, under your command, to Ma- 
tanzas, and thence to Havana, with the enclosed general order, which you will show to the commanders 
of such of the small schooners as may be at either of these places, or as you may meet with on the coast. 

You will collect all the letters and papers at Matanzas and Havana for the squadron, and send them 
over to this place in one of the schooners, 

From Havana you will proceed to the west end of Cuba, anchoring near Cape Antonio, and there 
wait the arrival of the barges, under the command of Captain Wilkinson, from whom you will 
receive your further instructions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) 


D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant Ray 
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Matanzas, May 4, 1824. 


Sir: You will proceed to Havana, with the United States schooner Grayhound, and there receive on 
board such specie as imay offer for the United’ States, at 2 per cent. freight. You will be particularly 
careful that nothing in the shape of advertisements are put forth, and that no clandestine shipments are 
made; and you will make me an accurate return of the amount taken on board, the names of the shippers, 
and all the circumstances attending the same, in order that I may transmit it to the government. 

When ready for sea, you will proceed to New York, land the specie, and deliver the Grayhound to 
the commandant of the Navy yard, to be coppered and repaired. As soon as her repairs, &c., are com- 
pleted, you will return to Thompson’s Island, by the way of St. Bartholomews and St. Thomas. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Lieut. Commandant Ray. 





Commodore Porter to Captain John Porter. 
U. S. Snip Peacock, March 4, 1823. 
Sin: You will proceed to the port of St. John’s, in the harbor of Porto Rico, and deliver the accom- 


panying letter to the governor. 

You will there wait, if necessary, two days for the answer, apprising him of your intention so to 
do; and at the expiration of that time you will proceed to join me, either off the harbor, or at the port 
of Aguada, at the west end of the island, where I shall water the squadron. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient scrvant, 
D. PORTER. 


To Captain Jonunx Porter, U. S. Schooner Grayhound. 





U. S. Sure Peacock, Aguada, March 11, 1823. 
Sir: You will proceed with the United States schooner Grayhound, under your command, to Thomp- 
son’s Island, taking with you the Ferret, Terrier, and Weasel. 
You will run down the south sides of St. Domingo and Cuba, giving the coasts of both these islands 


a thorough examination, 
Yoa will remain at Thompson’s Island until my arrival. 
With great respect, | have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) 
Captain Joun Porter. 


D. PORTER. 





Matanzas, June 6, 1824. 


Sir: Being about to return to Washington, and the season when we may expect sickness approach- 
ing, TL have to direct that such of the small vessels as are now absent from this neighborhood are to be 
directed torepair to New York as fast as they may arrive at the island. The Ferret, Lieut. Com. McIntosh, 
is to remain on the station, as also the Grayhound, on her return from New York. The Wild Cat, Lieut. 
Com. Legare, I shall, from Washington, direct to return to the station immediately, where she will remain 
subject to my further orders. Of the large vessels, the Hornet and Porpoise have been directed to remain 
in the neighborhood of Havana, Matanzas, and Thompson’s Island, for the protection of our commerce. 
All the rest will proceed te New York, with the exception of the Decoy, which ship will remain at Thomp- 
son’s Island for my further orders. The cargo she may bring out is to be disposed of in the stores to the 
best advantage. 

You will keep me regularly informed, by every opportunity, of the occurrences on the station, its 
state, and condition. 

It is probable my return to the island will be about the last of October or the beginning of 
November. 

I hope, sir, that everything will be conducted with the greatest economy and prudence, and that 
nothing will be done to disturb the good understanding which now happily exists between the squadron 
and the authorities of Cuba, 

The completion of the buildings, and other works going on, is to be expedited with all the means in 
your power. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) 

To the Commanding Offices at Thompson's Island. 


D. PORTER. 





Wasnixeton, August 12, 1824. 
Sir: T enclose you a copy of instructions from the Seeretary of the Navy, which you will cause to be 
executed whenever one of the small schooners can be spared for the service, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D, PORTER. 
The Senior Ofhicer, Thompsoi's Island. 
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Matanzas, July 27, 1824. 
Sm: Understanding by the public prints that you have been directed to take the minister to Mexico, 
I have to direct that (after the performance of this service, or any other confided to you by the Seeretary 
of the Navy,) you remain in the neighborhood of Havana, Matanzas, and Thompson’s Island, for the pro- 
tection of our commerce, until further orders, unless you should have on board moneys belonging to our 
merchants, destined for the United States; in which case you will proceed to New York, reporting to me 
your arrival there, should I be in Washington; but in case I shall have left the United States, you will, 
after landing the money, repair to Thompson’s Island, visiting in your way there St. Bartholomew, St. 
Thomas, coasting down the south side of Porto Rico, St. Domingo and Cuba. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Commanding Officer of the U. S. Schooner Porpoise. 


D. PORTER. 


OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN COMMODORE PORTER AND THE CONSTITUTED AUTHORITIES OF THE WEST INDIA ISLANDS, 


Commodore Porter to the Governor of Porto Rico. 
U.S. Snip Peacock, March 4, 1823. 

Your Excensency: I have the honor to inform you that, in pursuance of orders from my government, 
I have taken command of all the United States forces in these seas, for the protection of the commerce 
of the United States against all unlawful interruptions; to guard the rights, both of property and person, 
of our citizens, whenever it shall become necessary; and for the suppression of piracy and the slave 
trade. 

As great complaints have been made of the interruption and injury to our commerce by privateers, 
fitted out from Spanish ports, I must beg your excellency to furnish me with a descriptive list of vessels, 
legally commissioned to cruise from Porto Rico, with a set of the blank forms of these papers, that I may 
know how and when to respect them, if I should meet with any of them. 

I must also beg your excellency to inform me how far they have been instructed to interrupt our 
trade with Mexico and the.Colombian republic, and whatever instructions or authorities they may have, 
affecting our commerce generally. 

As the suppression of piracy, the principal motive for my visit to these seas, is an object that con- 
cerns all nations, (all being parties against them, and may be considered allies, ) I confidently look to all 
for co-operation, whenever it may be necessary, or at least their favorable and friendly support, and to 
none more than to those most exposed to their depredations; I therefore look with confidence to your 
excellency for the aid of such means as may be in your power for their suppression; and, in the absence 
of means, I beg to assure your excellency that, whatever course may be pursued by me, to destroy these 
enemies of the human race, it will have no other aim; and [ shall observe the utmost caution, not to 
enroach on the rights, ov willingly offend the feelings of others, either in substance or in form, in all the 
measures which may be adopted to accomplish the end in view, 

It will afford me sincere pleasure, should I be so fortunate as to fulfill the expectations of my govern 
ment, and at the same time preserve harmony and a good understanding with those with whom I may be 
so unfortunate as to come into collision or discussion, in relation thereto; indecd, it will add much to my 
happiness, if it can be avoided altogether. 

That such is my sincere wish, and that the objects set forth by me are the only ones which brought 
me to these seas, I beg leave to assure your excellency in the most positive and unequivocal terms. 

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be 
Your execllency’s very obedient and humble servant, 
DAVID PORTER. 


His excellency the Governor of Porto Rico. 


Captain General of Porto Rico to Commodore Porter. 
Orrice or THE Captain Generar or Puerto Rico, March 6, 1823. 

Most Excr.ient Sir: I have this moment reccived the very estimable letter of your excellency, dated 
the 4th of the present month, in which your excellency has been pleased to communicate to me the impor- 
tant commission which has been entrusted to you by a government that claims the respect of all the terri- 
torics within its influence. 

I have the satisfaction of forwarding to your excellency a nominal report of the privateer vessels 
which have been armed and dispatched, for the purpose of cruising, by the competent authority in this 
island, agreeably to the request which your excellency has made me in the letter of that date; and Iam 
extremely sorry to find myself so situated that I cannot comply with the wishes of your excellency in regard 
to my transmitting to you a set of blank forms, for the purpose of enabling your excellency to know how 
and when to respect their commissions. The diplomas which they receive come from our court, already 
signed by his Most Catholic Majesty and the minister to whom this office pertains; leaving, in these cases, 
the naval authority here limited only to the filling of the blank spaces in them with the name of the cap- 
tain and of the vessel. Thus situated, it is impossible for me to accede to your circumspect views in 
this particular object. But, nevertheless, if it should, on occasion, appear requisite to your excellency, 
the said diplomas or commissions can be examined, together with a blank signatyre of the captain of this 
port, in order that a sufficient ground may be established for comparing this signature with those which 
nay be presented, keeping in view the prospectus of those with which the said privateers are cruising. 

Iam likewise asked by your excellency for information low far my instructions are extended, for 
interrupting the commerce of the United States with Mexico and the republic of Colombia; and, for your 
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gratification, it is my duty to declare that I find myself sufficiently instructed to state that the blockade, 
which was established on all the coasts and ports of the provinces of Venezuela, has been raised. Under 
these circumstances, I consider the commerce of the United States to be in free capacity for an intercourse 
with that of the places formerly blockaded; reserving, however, for lawful capture, the vessels of any 
nation which shall be found conveying implements of war to the insurgents, or people disposed to co- 
operate with them in their military resistance. I can give your excellency no certain information con- 
cerning Mexico; but it is my opinion that the circumstances and condition are to be found the same as 
those of Venezuela. 

The very important objects to which your commission into these seas is directed, and your good 
intention and views, afford me the greatest satisfaction, and hasten me to manifest myself to your excel- 
Jency, as at the instant I now do, in order to assure you that all within the scope of my authority and 
faculty in this island, as one of the places most interested in the flourishing of commerce, and the revival, 
if possible, of good faith and due respect to the property of the citizens. 

Trusting that your excellency may be able to fulfill the desires of your government in this important 
charge, and that they may be ever more and more happy in their election: 

I have the honor of being, with the greatest respect, 
Your excellency’s most attentive and sure servant, 
Who kisses your hands, excellentissimo sefior, 
MIGUEL DE LA TORRE. 
Most excellent sir, Commander of the Squadron of the United States, 
in the offiing of this Port, D. Davi Porter. 





OFrFIceE OF THE Captain GENERAL OF Porto Rico, March 6, 1823. 

Most Excennent Sir: At noon, this day, just as I arrived from the village of Caguus, where I received, 
at eight o’clock this morning, the official letter of the King’s lieutenant commandant of this place, advis- 
ing me of the arrival of the squadron under the command of your excellency, with a disposition to enter 
this port, I have been inauspiciously informed of the misfortune occurring in the death of the commander 
of a schooner-of-war belonging to the squadron, which, it seems, persisted in entering the port, notwith- 
standing his having been warned by the fort to desist from his undertaking, by a discharge of two can- 
nons, the first with a blank cartridge, and the other at an elevation, with a ball. But the garrison, in 
seeing his obstinacy, followed, with an extraordinary rigor, the orders for hindering the entrance of the 
squadron till my arrival, according to the determination formed by the said lieutenant of the place yester- 
day. I wish to persuade the mind of your excellency into a consciousness of the sorrow which this event, 
so mournful and unfortunate, has caused me; so much the more painful, inasmuch as it has happened in a 
place in the district under my command, and on an individual under the orders of your excellency, and a 
citizen of the United States—of a nation with whom, in all acceptations, the Spaniards of both hemi- 
spheres are found united, : 

So unexpected a misfortune, which, it seems, ought never to be feared in friendly establishments, 
appears to carry on itself a character of criminality, which more and more aggrieves my feelings. 

But the juncture of the circumstances which have conspired towards this fatality, according to the 
information received by me, is such, that, if your excellency will be pleased to examine it with imparti- 
ality, you will perceive that, if the facts are not sufficient to mitigate the regret, they are, at least, 
enough to preve that there has been no intention of failing in regard to your excellency, nor of offending 
any citizen of the United States, and much less their government. 

The leutenant of the King, and commandant of that place, grounded on various reasons, of which 
it is not important to trouble your excellency with a citation, but of which, however, I will point 
out a few, believed that he ought not permit the entering of the squadron until my arrival. One of his 
motives arose from his recollecting that, during the last year, an expedition was armed, in the ports of 
North America, against this island, and placed under the command of a man named Decoudray Holstein, 
which expedition actually went to the port of St. Bartholomew, under the American flag. And, among his 
other reasons, were the following: It has been reported here that another similar expedition is this year 
in preparation; that the schooners alluded to, on their entering, yesterday, would not receive the pilots 
on board unless they practiced with particular plans of the harbor, and the lead in their hand, of which 
the captain of the port made his complant; that, when the officers came on shore, a rumor was spread 
that they were saying Spain had ceded this Island, and that of Cuba, to the English, which relation they 
confirmed to the lieutenant of the King, as he himself has assured me; that their not having presented 
to him the writing, nor any expression from your excellency, he suspected he had found something 
alarming in these rumors, and not sufficient proofs that these were national vessels, merely by the uniform in 
which the officers were dressed. 

These are some of the reasons which he has informed me he had in view in not consenting to the 
entrance of the squadron until my arrival; and, in consequence of them, he dispatched his orders to the 
Castle of the Moro, not for the purpose of committing hostilities, but merely preventive orders. He sent 
an adjutant, at half-past six o’clock in the morning, accompanied by an interpreter, on board one of the 
schooners under the command of your excellency, to entreat her commander to be so good as to call on 
the government, in order to agree with them on the means and form of making known to your excellency 
this their determination. Urfortunately, the commander of the American vessel deferred, in the first 
place, his seeing the lieuterant of the King until one o’clock in the afternoon; and, provoked by the 
adjutant to view it as an urgent case, and to consider duly the cause of his being disturbed, and of which 
he was fully informed, this commander promised the adjutant that he would go to the government as 
soon as he could dress himself. By an unheard of fatality, he did not accomplish this promise until after 
his hearing the firing of the cannons at the Moro, which might have been avoided had he only presented 
himself for an interview with the commandant of the place. 

The remissness of this officer, and the pertinacity of him who commanded the schooner, in his not suspend- 
ing his entering, in spite of the cannon that was fired without a shot, and without waiting for a pilot; but 
notwithstanding this, and the second discharge of a gun, at an elevation, to crowd sail, in order, at all 
events, to gain the port; these acts, most excellent sir, have been the means of depriving the United 
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States of a citizen, your excellency of an officer, of filling Puerto Rico with mourning, and myself with 
inexpressible sorrow. I feel it to be my duty to assure your excellency that the orders issued by the 
lieutenant of the King, and comm: andant general of the place, were by no means intended to commit 
hostilities or offenee against the vessels; but as the firing was made at an elevation, either the tumbling 
of the sea, or perhaps some bad pointing, must have been the cause why the fourth discharge should 
produce such a fati il effect. 

Immediately on my return to this place, I gave orders that all the vessels under the command of 
your excellency, of whatever description, may enter freely into this harbor, as into a port of friends, 
where they will meet that reeeption which the law of nations assigns to those who claim a title of civi- 
lization, and other privileges, secured by the treaties of friendship existing between the two nations. In 
this act, I anticipate for myse ‘If the satisfaction of bei ‘ing able to manifest, personally, all the consideration 
which your person merits from me, and my regret for so mournful and disagreeable an event. 

May God preserve your excellency many years, excellentissimo senor, 

MIGUEL DE LA TORRE. 
To the most excellent Commander-in- Chief of the Anglo-American Squadron, 
in the offing of Puerto Rico, D. Daviv Porter, 





Orrick OF THE Captain GENERAL OF Pverto Rico, March 7, 1823. 


Most Excenient Sim: One of the first objects of my attention, as soon as I was informed of the 
mournful accident concerning which I wrote to your excellency in my letter of yesterday, was to acquaint 
myself with the actual condition of the wounded individu: il, in order that he should be’ loc ated where the 
duties of friendship might be exercised for his accommodi tion and comforts; but, being certified that he 
had died, during the transaction before related, I could do no otherwise than give iny orders that his 
funeral should be conducted with all the decorum and manifestation of respect due to an honorable officer 
of his character and station; and causing his corpse to be attended to the grave by a procession, com- 
posed of the principal chieft: ins, authorities , and other officers of this garrison, In this act, I could 
wish that your excellency might recognize an expression of the lively sorrow which has been excited i in 
me by this misfortune. 

May God preserve your excellency many years, excellentissimo sefior. 


MIGUEL DE LA TORRE. 


To the most excellent Commander-in-Chief of the Anglo-American Squadron, 
in the offing of this port, D. Davin Porter. 





Commodore Porter to the Governor of Porto Rico. 
U.S. Sip Peacock, Aguada, March 8, 1823. 


To his ercellency the Governor of Porto Rico: 

Your Excentency: On the 3d of this month I dispatched from the squadron under my command the 
United States schooner Grayhound, commanded by Captain John Porter of the United States Navy, who 
was the bearer of a letter from me to your excellency, written in strict conformity with Instructions 
which I had received from my government, propounding certain inquiries to enable your excellency to 
put me in possession of such information as would place it in my power to fulfill the benevolent inten- 
tions of the Government of the United States, without infringing on the rights of Spain as a belligerent. 

The commander of the Grayhound was directed to remain in St. John’s two days, for your excel- 
lency’s answer, and then to join me off the port, or at this place, where I proposed watering the squadron 
under my command, 

On the secoud day after his arrival at St. Johns, I directed the commander of the United States 
schooner Fox to proceed there with his vessel to ascertain what time it was probable your reply would 
be obtained, with orders to return immediately, and apprise the commander of the United States schooner 
Beagle, another of my squadron, of my intention to come to this place. 

On the arrival of the Fox within gun-shot of the castle, I was much surprised to observe that six 
guns were fired at her; but, knowing of no cause to justify such an act of violence, | should have thought 
that perhaps I might have been mistaken, had not the commanders of all three of those vessels failed to 
obey my instructions, which could not have happened but for some violent detention by the authorities 
at St. Johns, 

Until I am better satisfied of the fact, however, I shall refrain from the expression of my sentiments 
on the subject, and shall, for the present, merely observe that their character could not have been 
misunderstood: as my squadron, at the time of the departure of the Fox, was laying in full view of the 
castle, with their colors flying, and a British squadron, under the command of Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
which had several times communicated with me, and well knew the vessels, arrived there the day pre- 
vious to the last-mentioned vessel, and on the day previous to my arrival off the port. 

I know not whether my suspicions are correct; but Ihave, in the event of their being so, directed 
the senior officers to abandon the vessels and leave the Island of Porto Rico as soon as possible, leaving 
it to my country, to whom I shall make known the facts, to resent the outrage as it may think proper, 
and which it will, no doubt, do promptly and effectually. 

Your excellency must be aware that it is always in my power to retaliate, and even in this place; 
but it would be a poor return for the friendship and hospitality I have received from its inhabitants, and 
I cannot reconcile it to myself that the innocent should be made to suffer for offences not their own. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient humble servant, 


D. PORTER. 
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Commodore Porter to the Captain General of Porto Rico. 


U.S. Sure Peacock, Aguada, March 11, 1823. 
To his excellency the Captain General of Porto Rico: 

Your Excetitency: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several favors of the 6th 
and 7th of this month. 

That which is in reply to the letter I had the honor to address you on the 4th, is perfectly satisfac- 
tory in all its details; and the promptness with which you have been pleased to attend to it, as well as 
its contents, will, no doubt, be highly gratifying to the Government of the United States. 

J know not how to touch on the melancholy subject of your other letters, without giving vent to 
some of those feelings which operate at this moment on my mind. I shall endeavor, however, to treat it 
coolly and dispassionately, and hope, by a few facts, to convince your excellency that there was not the 
shadow of an excuse for interdicting the entrance of my squadron into the harbor of St. John’s; that 
nothing can justify the order issued by your second in command, to fire upon any of the vessels compos- 
ing it; and that the act of firing was, to say the least of it, an act of the most unpardonable cruelty 
and barbarity. It is painful to me to see that your excellency has labored to justify the act, and to 
throw the blame on the commander of one of the United States vessels, then in port. 

A statement in the Echo of the 8th, drawn by the same hand that penned your letter to me, is given 
to the public, with the same object in view. Your excellency may have reasoned yourself into a belief 
of the correctness of the inferences you have in both cases drawn from information given you, or both 
may haye been considered as necessary and proper to prevent excitement; but I must be excused for 
saying ‘to your excellency that the charge is only an aggravation to the outrage which had already been 
committed. It was not the duty of that officer to move at the beck and call of the King’s lieutenant, or 
to leave the duty unexecuted which I had sent him to perform, to communicate to me the hostile inten- 
tions of a subaltern, which, had they been fully explained to him, he never could have believed he would 
have dared to have carried into effect; but they never were explained, and no such conversation took 
place between the King’s lieutenant and the American officer as is related by your excellency. Your 
excellency has been misinformed on the subject; and had it taken place, and had it been the duty of the 
American officer to have communicated to me the intention to prevent my coming into port, it would have 
been impracticable for him to have executed it, as the sea raged with such violence at the time that no 
vessel or boat could possibly have left the harbor. . 

It is not magnanimous in your excellency to resort to such means to excuse the bad conduct of 
those under your command, 

The officer you would implicate was the bearer of a dispatch from me to your excellency, apprising 
you of the benevolent intentions of my government in fitting out the squadron I have the honor to 
command, 

Ife had been two days in your port, and was possessed of a copy of my letter to you, which had 
been seen by your second in command at the moment of presenting himself to him, which was on the 
day of his arrival; and if any doubts existed as to his character, or to the character of the vessel under 
his command, being in the power of the authorities of Porto Rico, they could easily have satisfied them- 
selves. But he had been received and treated as an American officer; and it is only to endeavor to 
palliate or excuse the conduct of the offending individual, that your excellency has sought for facts, 
which would never have been brought into notice but for the lamentable circumstance which gave rise to 
these painful remarks. 

He informed your second of the character of my squadron; a British squadron was then lying in 
the port, which knew me, and, there cannot be a doubt, had communicated intelligence of my intentions 
to visit Porto Rico. 

The sloop-of-war, on board which my pendant was flying, with some small vessels of my squadron, 
were lying in full view of the castle, with their colors hoisted; the schooner which was fired into was 
standing direetly into port, in open day; she could not have escaped, after the first shot was fired, or 
have given up her intention of going into St. John’s, had she been so disposed, or had she understood 
what was intended by the firing. But, let me ask your excellency, who for an instant could have sup- 
posed that a small schooner, of scarcely forty tons burthen, mounting only three guns, with a complement 
of twenty-five officers and men, would have occasioned any alarm to the city of St. John’s, surrounded 
as it is by fortresses, rendered as impregnable as nature and the art of man can make them? Was it not 
more natural to believe that the firing was intended to compel her approach? And, even if the intention 
was not complied with, ought not her feeble condition to have claimed from those in your fortress some 
merey? But, no! the vessel, after the death of her lamented commander, was compelled to anchor 
between the forts, where a tremendous sea was running, which jeopardized the lives of every one on 
board; to send the small boat on shore, where the young midshipman who commanded her was insulted, 
by having a heavy gun pointed at the boat, and threatened with destruction if he attempted to move 
from his position. He was then taken, like a criminal, and placed under guard. 

These are facts, your excellency, and incontrovertible ones. 

Let me.ask your excellency what better proofs you have of the character of my squadron now than 
were produced on the first day of the arrival of the officer you wish to implicate? What further exami- 
nation has been made, that the authorities of Porto Rico are better satisfied of our being Americans 
now than they were before? None. 

I repeat it, that the character of my squadron was well known in St. John’s. Even in this obscure 
place, I found American newspapers containing all the details respecting it; and at St. Thomas I saw 
persons direct from St. John’s, who informed me that its equipment and object were well known there. 
There has, in fact, been a degree of publicity given to the expedition, and an interest felt in it, that have 
been rarely equaled. The whole of the civilized world was interested in its success. It is in vain, then, 
to say that we were taken for lawless invaders; and it is unjust to stain the character of my country by 
a charge of the frequency of hostile expeditions against the Spanish possessions, or offer them as an excuse 
for the conduct of the offender. Bad men escape sometimes the vigilance of the most rigid authorities, and 
no government deserves reproach when it does its utmost to detect and bring them to punishment. 

I find your coasts lined with troops, since my arrival here. I find reinforcements daily coming 
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in, as I am informed by your order, to protect the inhabitants from my resentment. I have found every 
precaution taken to keep me in profound ignorance of the lamentable eccurrence, but these things were 
all in vain. I saw the insult offered to the flag of my country. I have satisfied your military com- 
manders that their force is despicable when compared to that at my disposal,.and I have convinced the 
inhabitants that, although they are at my mercy, they will not be made answerable for the offence of an 
individual. 

It is not, then, becoming to the character of your exccllency to resort to subterfuge, in order to 
divert the odium of the act from one officer, to attach blame to another. 

I will further ask, why a rigor should be exercised towards vessels bearing the American flag, that 
was not extended to the British squadron, or to the French frigate which arrived subsequent to the 
attack on Lieut. Com. Cocke? In the one case there was only a small schooner to fire at; in the other, 
there were vessels of force! 

Had he fallen in battle, and by the hand of a declared enemy, we should have been reconciled to his 
fate by the proud satisfaction that he died in the performance of his duty to his country; but, to be thus 
cruelly torn from us, and by the hand of a dastard, whose aim was the more sure from a confidence in his 
own safety and the defenceless condition of his object, admits of no consolation. 

Your excellency, in conversation with the officer you wish to implicate, adverted to the affair of the 
Panchita as some palliation for the offence; and there is too much reason to apprehend that the officer 
who gave the order to prevent the entrance of my squadron, as well as those who executed it, thought 
this a fair opportunity to retaliate. Otherwise, why heat shot in the fmnaces to destroy my squadron? 
Why open two batteries on the schooner, and why fire round shot and langrage while the lamented vic- 
tim was hailing the fort? And why the remark of the man who pointed the gun, that the shot was 
intended to avenge the Panchita? 

Your excellency will recollect that, in the case of the Panchita, there was an equality of force. Such 
an occurrence would not have taken place had there been as great a disparity as in the present instance, 
The cases are not, therefore, parallel; and if the satisfaction of retaliation was sought for, the offenders 
have failed in their object: it is yet to be obtained. 

I shall leave the island to-morrow morning, with a heavy heart, and shall, without delay, communicate 
to my government the melancholy result of my visit here, which was intended for the benefit of the civi- 
lized world in general. 

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be, 
Your excellency’s most obedient humble servant, 


D. PORTER. 





Commodore Porter to the Captain General of Cuba. 
U.S. Sure Peacock, off Matanzas, March 26, 1823. 

Your Excettency: I have the honor to inform you that, in pursuance of orders from my government, 
I have taken command of all the United States naval forces in these seas, for the protection of the com- 
merce of the United States against all unlawful interruptions; to guard the rights, both of property and 
person, of our citizens, whenever it may become necessary; and for the suppression of piracy and the slave 
trade. 
As great complaints have been made of the interruption and injury of our commerce by privateers, 
fitted out from Spanish ports, I must beg your excellency to furnish me a descriptive list of vessels legally 
commissioned to cruise from Cuba, with a set of the blank forms of their papers, that I may know how 
and when to respect them, if I should meet with any of them. 

I must also beg your excellency to inform me how far they have been instructed to interrupt our 
trade with Mexico and the Colombian republic, and whatever instructions or authorities they may have, 
affecting our commerce generally. 

As the suppression of piracy, the principal motive of my visit to these seas, is an object that con- 
cerns all nations, (all being parties against them, and may be considered allies, ) I confidently look to all for 
co-operation, whenever it may be necessary, or at least their favorable and friendly support, and to none more 
than those most exposed to their depredations. I therefore look with confidence to your excellency for 
the aid of such means as may be in your power for their suppression; and, in the absence of means, I 
beg leave to assure your excellency, that whatever course may be pursued by me to destroy those enemies 
of the human race, it will have no other aim; and I shall observe the utmost caution not to encroach on 
the rights, or willingly to offend the feelings, of others, either in substance or form, in all the measures 
which may he adopted to accomplish the end in view. 

It will afford me sincere pleasure, should I be so fortunate as to fulfill the expectations of my govern- 
ment, and at the same time preserve harmony and a good understanding with those with whom I may be 
so unfortunate as to come in collision or discussion in relation thereto. Indeed it will add much to my 
happiness if it can be avoided altogether. ; 

That such is my sincere wish, and that the objects set forth by me are the only ones which have 
brought me to these seas, I beg leave to assure your excellency in the most positive and unequivocal 
terms. 

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be, 
Your excellency’s very obedient and humble servant, 
D. PORTER, 
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 


To his Excettency the Captain General of Cuba. 
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[Translation.] 
Hapana, March 29, 1823. 


I feel much satisfaction in your arrival into these seas with the commission explained to me in your 
official letter of the 26th of the present month, which I am now answering; and I offer you at once a 
hearty welcome. 

You are pleased to manifest that there have been great complaints on account of the mischief com- 
mitted on your commerce by corsatrs fitted out in the Spanish ports, and wish me to furnish you with a 
descriplion list of the vessels lawfully authorized at the Island of Cuba for cruising; also, a set of blank 
forms of their papers, in order that you may know how and when to respect them, if you were to fall in 
with any of them. 

Jn answer I must state, that as this business pertains exclusively to the general marine command, 
at this station, you will be pleased to address this department for these objects of your requisition. 

This government, commodore (Seaor Comodoro), anxiously desires, and loses none of the means in 
their disposal, to prosecute those enemies of the human race, even to annihilation; and you can be well 
assured that, on all occasions, it is, and will be, ready to lend every aid that is compatible with the terri- 
torial rights and privileges of the nations co-operating for the extermination of these freebooters. 

Deign to accept the considerations of my respect and friendship. 

Goa preserve you many years. 

SEBASTIAN KINDERLAN. 
Sefior Don D. Porter, Commander of the Naval Forces of the United States in this sea. 





Commodore Porter to the Captain General of Cuba. 
Havana, April 20, 1823. 


Your Excettency: Having been informed that an order has been issued by your excellency to the 
military commanders of districts in this island, forbidding the entrance into the harbors thereof of the 
squadron under my command, I have, therefore, to repeat to your excellency, that I came by the orders 
of the Government of the United States, in aid of the loeal authorities, for the suppression of piracy, and 
for no other object, as I have always assured your excellency, and I have to beg of you to prevent. any 
unpleasant consequences from the existence of an order so hostile to the interests of Cuba, and so opposed 
to the friendly and benevolent intentions of my government, that your excellency will be pleased to cause 
it to be revoked as early as practicable; and that you will furnish me with a paper, bearing your excel- 
lency’s signature, whereby the friendly character of the forces under my command may be made under- 
stood by the aforesaid military commanders, as well as by all others in authority, with whom I may come 
in contact; and your excellency will pardon me for urging, with great earnestness, this request, as the 
knowledge of this order has been the source of great uneasiness to me, particularly since an admission 
on the part of your excellency confirms its existence. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
Your exccllency’s most obedient and humble servant, 
D. PORTER. 

To his Excettency the Captain General of the Island of Cuba. 





Commodore Porter to the Captain General of Cuba. 


U. S. Sreaw Vessen Sea Geir, Allenton, Thompson’s Island, May 16, 1823. 


Your Excentency: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 10th, 
with the circulars accompanying it; and beg leave to return my sincere thanks for your prompt and satis- 
factory reply to my application of the 4th of this month, as well as assurances of the high sense I 
entertain of the favorable disposition of the higher authorities of Cuba towards the squadron under my 
command, which has been manifested by various acts that have greatly facilitated the execution of the 
duties entrusted to me; and it is the cause of great regret that I should have been under any erroneous 
impression with regard to orders of any kind, issued by your predecessor in office, in any way concern- 
ing the operations of my forces; and beg leave to offer, as my apology, the assurances of those who had 
stated to me that they had seen the orders; the admission of the captain general, as understood by [the] 
officer whom J sent to him on this subject, that orders of a restrictive nature had been issued; the con- 
duet of the commandants of Mariel and Porto Cabanes; and information received from the commandant of 
Bahia Honda, that some orders with regard to the forces under my command had been received by him. 
The assurances of your excellency have put the subject forever at rest; and your circulars have relieved 
my mind from the serious apprehensions under which it labored. 

"Permit me to embrace this opportunity to felicitate your excellency on your arrival; to assure you 
that nothing but a severe indisposition has prevented my paying my respects in person; and to offer you 
my best wishes for your healta and happiness. 

: I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your excellency’s very obedient servant, 

D. PORTER, 
Commanding U. S. Naval forces in the W. I. and Gulf of Mexico. 


To his excellency Don Fraxctsco Dionisio Vives, . . 
Captain General of the Island of Cuba and its Dependencies. 
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The Captain General of Cuba to Commodore Porter, 
[Translation.] 
Hapana, Jay 10, 1823. 


In the last conference which you had with his excellency, my predecessor, you, no doubt, became 
satisfied with the friendly demonstrations and sincere offers of this government to that of the United 
States, unequivocally expressed by that chieftain, with explanations of the subjects of your doubts rela- 
tive to his official letter of the 29th of March, in his last paragraph in answer to one from you, dated the 


26th of the same month. 
Having gained an understanding of this case, I have now the satisfaction of declaring to you 


that this government has not issued any order for prohibiting the entrance of the vessels, in the 
squadron under your command, into the ports of this island; but, on the contrary, your squadron will 
meet with every aid and co-operation, on the part of the local authorities, in the pursuit of pirates who 
may shelter themselves in the uninhabited coasts, compatible with the territorial privilege, conformable 
to the laws of nations. And I can do no less than assure you that the Spanish government, always a 
faithful observer of the rights pertaining to each nation, as well as jealous of their own, never would 
take measures of the kind to which you allude, without proclaiming their intention with that frankness 
and clearness which are its strong characteristics; and, in the present case, it has had no motive for 
acting contrary to the sentiments which it has heretofore expressed to you. 

And that you may remain satisfied and convinced, I enclose to you circulars for the different com- 
mandants of the military stations on this island, in order that they may afford you all the assistance 
necessary for the attainment of your important commission, With this, 1 consider your official letter of 


the 28th of last month as answered. 
This opportunity allows me the pleasure of offering my services to you, with the highest consideration. 


FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 


God preserve you many years, 


Commodore Davin Porter, Commander of the U. S. Squadron. 





Translated copy of a circular letter from the Captain General of Cuba to the commandants at the several 
military stations in that island. 


Orrice oF THE Capratin GENERAL OF THE Istanp or Cvpa, Habana, May 10, 1823. 


An American squadron, under the command of Commodore David Porter, being destined to cruise 
about the coasts of this island, in aid of our forces, who are engaged in a like enterprise, namely, the 
purpose of exterminating the pirates who infest our seas, and cause so much injury to commerce in gene- 
ral, without respecting any flag whatever: and it being an obligation of every civilized nation to annihilate 
such banditti, who, heedless of their duties in society, employ themselves in such execrable practices, I 
have thought it proper to give orders that, wherever this squadron may arrive, and present itself to the 
constituted authorities, they must afford it every aid which may be compatible with the territorial privi- 
lege and respect. 

God preserve you many years, 


FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 


The Captain General of Cuba to Commodore Porter. 


{Translation.] ; 


Hapana, June 80, 1823. 


I have received your official letters, one of which is dated on the 21st and the other on the 24th of 
In the latter I observe a complaint of the conduct of the provisionally appointed 


the present month. 
I have, consequently, already 


Governor of Matanzas towards an officer of the sloop-of-war Hornet. 
made arrangements for a close investigation of this subject, in order to convince you that no other senti- 
ments animate this government than what have already been manifested to you on several occasions, and 
from which it will never deviate; and, likewise, to satisfy you that its views are the same as those of the 
Government of the United States, in the extirpation of the enemies of the human race who have infested 
the coasts of this pacific island; and I wish you to be fully persuaded that it will never be able to view 
with indifference any intentional insult, committed by its subalterns, on the officers of any nation engaged 
in so laudable an enterprise. 

In regard to your letter of the 21st, I would say that I will accomplish the objects of its contents 
without delay among those who are interested in their respective reclamations, applauding, at the same 
time, the just comparison which you make, of the rights of a strict neutrality towards the nation whom I 
have the honor of serving. 

I renew to you my most distinguished consideration. 

May God preserve you many years. 

FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 
To Commodore Davin Porter. 

A true copy: P. Winson, Secretary. 
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Commodore Porter to the Governor of Cuba. 


U.S. Gatnior Sra Guin, Allenton, Thompson’s Island, July 13, 1823. 


Your Excentency: With a full confidence that they will be brought to condign punishment, I send 
you, to be tried by the laws of Spain, five pirates, taken on board two piratical vessels by two of the 
barges of my squadron. I also send, by the same conveyance, two men, making part of the original 
crew of one of the vessels when she fell into the hands of the pirates. 

The witnesses being on the spot, will enable you to make the punishment prompt, and the example, 
I have no doubt, will be highly salutary. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, I have the honor to be, 
Your excellency’s very obedient and humble servant, 
D. PORTER, 
Commanding U.S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 
Yo his excellency Don Francisco Dionisio Vives, 
Captain General of the Island of Cuba and its Dependencies, 





General Vives to Commodore Porter. 


Orrick or THE Caprain GENERAL OF THE IsLanp or Cusa, Habana, July 24, 1823. 

I acknowledge the receipt of your official letter of the 13th of the present month, transmitted by the 
schooner Ferret, with five individuals, under the character of pirates. These men were immediately put 
under the disposal of the judiciary authority, in order that they might be judged in a manner accordant 
to our laws; and the judge who was especially charged with the duty has directed to me the following 
official statement of the result of his examinations: 


“Most Exce,nnent Sir: The commander of the American schooner-of-war the Ferret, Mr. Thomas M. 
Newell, being examined, likewise the mariners whom he presented before me, and those whom he brought 
here as prisoners, by order of Commodore D. Porter, of whom three were, by the disposition of your 
excellency, committed to the jail, and two to the hospital of Saint Ambrosio, characterized as pirates: an 
appearance has not resulted that they had an actual participation in the ivasions and robberies—they were 
brought to their condition by compulsion. But, as 1 have information that those who escaped are now 
apprehended and carried to Matanzas, where a process will be instituted against them, and where the 
most sure means will be adopted for discovering the plain truth, I have considered it expedient to send 
these prisoners to Matanzas, hoping that your excellency wili be pleased to facilitate their transportation, 
with the necessary provisions, affording to the disposition of the judge of that district the means of deter- 
mining, with clear understanding, what has been done and what is now actually doing.” 

This copy is forwarded to you for your information and satisfaction. 


FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 





Commodore Davin Porter. 





Unirep States Snip Jonn Apams, November 12, 1824. 

Sir: It has been officially reported to me that an officer under my command, who visited the 
town of Foxardo, of which you are the chief, in search of robbers and freebooters, who, with a large 
amount of American property, were supposed to have taken shelter there, and bringing with him sufficient 
testimonials as to his object and character, was, after they were all made known to you, arrested by your 
order, by armed men, and shamefully insulted and abused in your presence, by the captain of the port, 
after which he was sent by your orders to prison, and, when released therefrom, was further insulted and 
abused by the inhabitants of the town. Tis object in visiting Foxardo has by these means been defeated, 
and for these offences no atonement or explanation has yet been made. 

The object of my visit is to obtain both, and I leave it entirely to your choice whether to come with 
the captain of the port and the other offenders to me, for the purpose of satisfying me as to the part you 
have all had in this shameful transaction, or to await my visit at your town. Should you decline coming to 
me, I shall take with me an armed force, competent to punish the aggressors, and if any resistance is 
made, the total destruetion of Foxardo will be the certain and immediate consequence. 

If atonement for the injury is promptly made, those innocent of the offences will escape all punish- 
ment. But atonement must and shall be had, and if it is withheld from me, they will be involved in the 
general chastisement. 

I shall hold the town and vessels in the harbor answerable for any detention or ill treatment of the 
officer who bears this letter. 

I allow you one hour to determine on the course you will pursue, at the expiration of which time, if 
you do not present yourself to me, I shall march to Foxardo. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


To the Arcatpe of Foxardo. 





Unirep States Sup Jonn Avams, Thompson’s Island, April 15, 1824. 
Your Excetiency: I have the honor to transmit you copies of two resolutions of the Congress of the 
United States, in the House of Representatives, adopted on the 23d of December last, requiring that the 
Secretary of State be directed to ascertain and report to that House, ‘‘ whether the rocks called the 
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Double Headed Shot Keys, or any other of the rocks or desert islets near the Bahama banks, but sepa- 
rated therefrom by a deep channel, and in which the security of the navigation of the Gulf of Florida, 
requiring that light-houses or beacons should be placed, ave within the dominions of any and what foreign 
kingdom or State; or whether they are not now subject to be appropriated by the right of occupancy ;” 
and, secondly, ‘ That the President of the United States be requested to negotiate with the government 
of Great Britain for a cession of so much land on the Island of Abaco, at or near the Hole in the Wall, 
and on such other places within the acknowledged dominion of that power, or the islands, keys, or shoals 
on the Bahama banks, as may be necessary for the erection and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, 
or floating lights, for the security of navigation over and near the sand banks, and to be used solely for 
such purposes.” 

In consequence of these resolutions, and a call made by the Secretary of State on the Secretary of 
the Navy, the whole subject has been referred to me, with instructions to obtain the necessary informa- 
tion thereon, to be laid before the government, and I have the honor to solicit of your excellency the 
information called for, with your opinion as to what portion of the Island of Abaco, near the Hole in the 
Wall, and what other places within the acknowledged dominion of Great Britain on the islands, keys, 
and shoals, as deseribed in the resolutions, may be necessary for the purposes therein mentioned, 

The deseription of the places should be made with sufficient precision, with regard to topography, to 
be inserted in the articles of cession, 'f the consent of Great Britain to make it should be obtained. 

Such information as your excellency may be enabled to furnish, without reference to his Britannic 
Majesty’s government, I shall be glad to have as early as convenient; and where reference is necessary, 
where the information may be obtained, I beg that I may be enabled to lay it before the Government of 
the United States with as little loss of time as possible, in order that an object so desirable to the 
commercial world may be promptly undertaken and speedily executed. 

I had hoped to have had it in my power to have done myself the honor to make this application in 
person, but circumstances connected with my public duties deprive me of the pleasure I had anticipated. 

With the highest respect, your excellency’s obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
To his excellency Major General L. Grant, Governor of the Bahamas. 


OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO AND FROM THE BRITISH OFFICERS IN THE WEST INDIES. 


Sir Thomas Cochrane, Captain of his Britannic Majesty's ship Forte, and commanding a squadron of his 
Britannic Majesty's ships and vessels at Porto Rico, to Commodore Porter, commanding the United States 
squadron in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico: 

His Britannic Masesty’s Sup Forte, Porto Rico, March 6, 1823. 

Sir: I avail myself of the opportunity offered by the United States schooner Grayhound, to return 
you my best thanks for the ready attention to my communication of the 4th instant, as well as to renew 
the assurances of my sincere desire to cultivate that harmony and good understanding so happily existing 
between our respective countries, and in which I am only anticipating what I know would be the com- 
mands and wishes of my own government. 

The extended view you have taken of the measures necessary to be pursued against pirates, in the 
orders issued to your sqadron, must entitle you to the thanks of all nations who have commercial relations 
in these seas. 

And I will not fail to communicate to Commodore Sir Edward Owen the signals by which the several 
vessels of your squadron may be known; and, in conformity to your wishes, I beg leave to enclose a 
signal, by which the vessels on the leeward island station may be recognized on meeting your cruisers, 
which I am sure the commodore will cause to be communicated to the ships and vessels under his com- 
mand, without loss of time. 

With sentiments of the highest consideration, 
I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, THOS. COCHRANE. 





[Quadruplicate.] 


The Commodore Sir Edward W. C. R. Owen, Knight, commander of the most honorable military Order of 
the Bath, commanding a squadron of his Britannic Majesty's ships and vessels, to Commodore Porter, 
commanding the naval forces of the United States of North America in the West Indies: 


Sir: Captain Sir Thomas Cochrane, of his Britannic Majesty’s ship Forte, having represented to me 
the particulars of his correspondence with you, upon the circumstances which occurred on the occasion 
of his Majesty’s sloop Bellette communicating with the Grayhound, a schooner-of-war belonging to the 
Government of the United States of North America, and under your command, I have great pleasure in 
adopting the signals which have been established between you for the recognition of the vessels of each 
squadron by those belonging to the other; a measure well calculated, not only to prevent unnecessary 
interruption, but to ensure co-operation, if any case of mutual interest shall require it. 

I hope to find in this measure, and in the conciliatory style of your reply to the representation which 
Captain Sir Thomas Cochrane thought right to make to you, a firm foundation for that confidence, good- 
will and harmony with which the officers of friendly powers should meet each other; and I assure you 
that I shall be at all times happy, in what regards myself, to set a good example of this feeling, and to 
cultivate in those whom I command the same good disposition with which I have now the honor to 
subscribe myself, 

Sir, your very obedient, humble servant, KE. W. C. R. OWEN, 

On board his Britannic Majesty's Ship the Gloucester, in Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, March 22, 1823. 


N. B.—Copy of an order issued with them is enclosed. 
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[Extract.] 


Extract from a report made by Captain Maclean, of his Majesty’s brig Bustard, to Commodore Sir Edward 
Owen, K. C. B., dated— 
Havana, July 5, 1823. 
E. W. C. BR. Owen, Commodore: 

On the 9th of June, the Speedwell came off the fort, when she was dispatched to Manati. On that day 
the United States schooners-of-war Fox and Weasel, with two barges similar to ours, arrived, under the 
orders of Lieut. Watson, the commander of the steamboat Sea Gull. He waited upon me, and most 
handsomely offered to place his force under my orders, which I would not accept of, but stated, as we 
were employed upon a similar service, we could mutually consult what measures were best to be 
observed, and the pleasure we all felt in acting in concert. 

We were together some time, and they never did anything without consulting me, and the utmost 
unanimity and friendship were observed. On the 10th sailed from Nilarra, two squadrons in company, 
which were dispersed along the coast. On the afternoon of the 11th, we all anchored at Nuevitas. 

It took us to the 13th making various researches, and boarding various vessels at the upper part of 
the harbor, which extends five leagues. 

We that day proceeded to Cayo Confites together, and on the morning of Saturday, at daylight, 
observed two ships on shore, on the Chesterfield reef, Cayo Verde. We immediately’ dispatched all our 
boats, and found them to be the American ship Warrington, L, Dillingham, master, from Bordeaux to 
Havana, and the Hamburg ship Cesar, W. James, from Hamburg to Havana. They had got on shore 
that morning at 4 o’clock. After every exertion was used to extricate them, without effect, we were 
under the necessity of getting what cargo we could on shore on Cayo Verde, and commenced their 
destruction, to prevent pirates equipping from the wrecks. 

The Americans dispatched, by mutual wish, the Weasel for New Providence, to provide vessels to 
carry away the cargoes, which were most valuable, at least from two to three hundred thousand dollars; 
but from the linens getting wet made them of little value. On the 18th I dispatched the barge to visit 
all the keys and inlets to Boca Lagua la Grande, proceeding with the Bustard towards Ginger Key, on 
Jahama bank, and left the Speedwell, with the American schooner Fox, and two barges, to protect the 
property on Cayo Verde. I anchored that night on the bank, and the following morning had the mis- 
fortune to break my anchor in purchasing it. We were anchored in a bottom of sand and limestone. 

It affords me much pleasure in stating the manner and conduct observed by the United States squad- 
ron when we were at work on the wrecks, as also on shore at Cayo Verde, where we had guards placed, 
and the oflicers observed each others orders according to rank, and our respective crews went to the 
senior oflicer for order and to make their reports while employed personally on board the wrecks or on 
shore. 

The American commander invariably came to me, before commencing any new service, for my sanc- 
tion. They got their vessels under way to pick our boats up, let us make use of their pilots, and con- 
sidered our squadrons as one. 


The Commodore, Sir Edward W. C. R. Owen, Knight, commander of the most honorable military Order of 
the Bath, and Commander-in-Chicf of his Britannic Majesty's ships and vessels employed in the West 
Indies and seas adjacent, to Commodore Porter, commanding the naval forces of the United States of 
North America, in the West Indies: 


Sir: The chief command of his Britannic Majesty’s ships and vessels in these seas having devolved 
on me by the return of Rear Admiral Sir Charles Rowley to Great Britain, I avail myself of the occasion 
of his Majesty’s ship Tyne, passing near the rendezvous of the squadron under your command, to make 
known to you that circumstance, and to repeat to you the assurance that I shall always have great 
pleasure in cultivating with yourself, and between the officers and others we respectively command, that 
confidence and amicable feeling, which it is no less my inclination than my duty to preserve, by all means 
in my power. 

I take the opportunity, at the same time, to enclose you the counterpart of a letter which I had the 
honor of writing to you from Barbadoes, and which has been forwarded by several vessels with the hope 
of reaching you. 

I beg, also, further to acquaint you that, after a patient investigation in a court of vice admiralty 
in this island, the captain and nineteen of the crew of the pirate schooner Zaragozana, captured by the 
boats of his Majesty’s ships Tyne and Thracian, after communicating with you in the Bahama channel 
in the month of March, have been condemned to death. 

. And, that the trial of three others, forming, with the exception of those who gave evidence, the 
remainder of those captured by the boats, has been deferred, to allow them to procure some proof which 
they consider will be favorable to them. 

This, together with the numerous vessels which have been destroyed of late, I hope will give a 
check to the nefarious practices of these remorseless depredators, and relieve the peaceful trader from 
all fear of future outrage. 

And, in the hope of seeing this great end accomplished by the exertions of the several individuals 
we respectively command, in which we may preserve a commendable rivalry, I have the honor to sub- 
scribe myself, sir, your very obedient and humble servant, 
BE. W. C. R. OWEN, 
On board his Britannic Majesty’s Ship the Gloucester, in Port Royal Harbor, Jamaica, May 19, 1823. 
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Commodore Sir Edward W. C. R. Owen, Knight, commander of the most honorable military Order of the 
Bath; Commander-in-Cnief of his Britannic Majesty’s ships and vessels employed in the West Indies 
and the seas adjacent, to Commodore Porter, commanding the naval forces of the United States of North 
America, in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico: 


Sir: I avail myself of the arrival of the schooners Grayhound and Beagle, to acknowledge the 
receipt of the letter which you did me the honor to address to me on the 12th of June last, inclosing one 
for Captain Sir Thomas Cochrane, commanding his Britannic Majesty’s ship the Forte; and IT shall not 
fail to transmit the gratifying assurance which it contains, that the respect it was his pride and duty to 
show to the remains of a gallant officer, whose estimable qualities had endeared him to his brethren and 
to those who best could estimate his worth, had been received with satisfaction by yourself and the 
several officers under your command. 

He will receive, with pleasure, that testimony of the interest which you take in promoting and 
improving the sentiments of mutual good-will which hitherto have marked the intercourse of the vessels 
of our respective squadrons, a disposition which, I trust, the confidence that we reciprocally manifest 
will confirm and render still more perfect. 

Iam happy to enclose you a gratifying proof of this improving sentiment of good-will in an extract 
from a report which has been made to me by Captain Maclean, of his Majesty’s brig-of-war Bustard, 
making known to me how perfectly a small detachment from your force, commanded by the Lieut. Com- 
mandant Watson, has co-operated with him in the service which I had entrusted to his guidance; and I 
beg that I may be permitted to express the pleasure that communication has afforded me. . 

Iam happy, further, to acquaint you that a piratical schooner, which had been cruising in the 
vicinity of the Isle of Pines, was driven on shore, and captured by the schooners Lion and Union, under 
my command, on the 5th June; and, though the crew escaped on shore, I am glad to learn by some Cuba 
papers, that a party which had been ordered by the commandant of Trinidad to pursue them into the 
interior, had been successful in taking a considerable number of them. 

I cannot close this letter without offering you my congratulations on the suecess attending the 
exertions of Captains Kearney and Newton in destroying the piratical establishment at Cape Cruz, in 
which vicinity a row-boat had, a short time back, been stated to have robbed some smugglers. 

Although your squadron has not been fortunate in capturing the crews of pirates, who, since the 
affair of the Zaragozana, are cautions in committing themselves, by a resistance which denies escape, 
yet the judgment with which your squadron is distributed, and the perseverance which your officers 
have shown, under circumstances of great deprivation, have not been unrewarded; and, to these causes, 
we may attribute truly a considerable portion of the comparative security which the merchant vessels, 
passing through the gulf, have felt since its arrival. 

I trust success will still mark the exertions it is making for the general benefit. 

I have the honor to remain, with sentiments of sincere respect, 
Your very obedient humble servant, 
KE. W. C. R. OWEN. 
On board his Britannic Majesty's ship Gloucester, in Port Royal Harbor, Jamaica, July 28, 1823. 


To Commodore Porter, commanding the naval forces of the United States of North America, in the West 

Indies: 

His Britannic Masesty’s Sutp Griovcester, tn Port Royal Harbor, Jamaica, Sept. 23, 1823. 

Sir: I have had no opportunity since the arrival of his Majesty’s brig the Bustard, of forwarding to 
you the sincere acknowledgments that I so justly owe you, for the kindness and attention which you 
lavished on that vessel’s sick and helpless crew, when her captain thought it right to seek refuge at your 
rendezvous, 

In my own name and that of Captain Maclean, and of every officer and man belonging to her, I beg 
you will accept my warmest thanks, not only as the attentive care with which you watched the progress 
of that afflicting malady was consoling to the sufferers in the depression which attends disease, but as 
your own experience was made useful in the anticipation, and your stores were generously applied to the 
removal of their wants, even to your own deprivation, in cases where the infant state of your establish- 
ment did not enable it to supply them otherwise. 

IT have charged Captain Stafford, of his Majesty’s sloop Carnation, if he has the good fortune to 
meet you, personally to repeat how sensibly I feel and how highly I value the humane and liberal senti- 
ments which have governed you herein, 

The necessities of the Bustard took largely from your supply of medicines and medical comforts: 
these I request permission to replace; and as arrow-root and castor-oil are native productions here, 
and not only abundant, but I hope good, I have given directions for a small quantity of each to be 
put up, and I request you will do me the favor to apply it to the comfort of any of your people who 
require it. 

Whilst I sincerely hope that no case will happen to call on us for a return of kindness such as leaves 
me now so much your debtor, I will likewise hope all future intercourse between the officers of our 
respective services may be marked like this—by frank and liberal sentiments, such as best can soften 
prejudice and lead them to a just and proper estimation of each other. 

It will be my duty to lay the report of Captain Maclean before the lords commissioners of the 
admirality of the United Kingdom, in doing which I shall have pleasure likewise in repeating the senti- 
ments I here convey to you, as I have now in renewing the expressions of consideration and esteem with 
which I have the honor to remain, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
Kk. W. C. R. OWEN, 
Commodore Commander-in-Chief of H. B. M. Ships and Vessels in the West Indies. 
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Captain Roberts, of his Majesty’s ship Thracian, presents his compliments to the American commo- 
dore, and would have had the pleasure of waiting on him, but is indisposed. 

He begs to inform the commodore that the vessels at anchor are H. M. ships Tyne and Thracian— 
that all the boats of both ships are away on the coast, under Captain Wolcott, of the former. ship. 
They have been away three days, and are expected back. Both ships have been on the coast, this side 
of Auguilla, for five weeks, and have taken nothing. The boats have been often away; and about nine 
days back, being off Ensenachos, the Thracian’s boats chased amongst the keys a small schooner and 
three row boats, having with them a merchant sloop, apparently American. Not knowing the coast 
sufficiently, the boats could find no passage within sand banks, and were obliged to carry them over 
three. The sloop was aground, and threw all her cargo overboard, consisting of flour; but the other 
vessels went away to westward, within the keys, with a breeze. Night coming on, and it blowing strong 
from the north-northeast, the boats returned. 

Captain Roberts will feel obliged to the commodore for any information or papers; and if he 
has anything to send to Jamaica, will be happy to convey it, as the ships are about to proceed there 
shortly. 

H. M.S. Turactay, March 19, 1823. 





Hf. B. M.S. Bustarn, Key West, July 23, 1823. 


Sir: I beg leave to acquaint you that, in cruising in the old Bahama channel with a small squadron 
under my orders, I had the good fortune to meet at Port Xilarra with a detachment of yours, under the 
orders of W. IL Watson, Esq., employed upon a similar service to myself; we were together a conside- 
rable time; and on two merchant ships being wrecked upon a reef of Cayo Verde, it afforded us the plea- 
sing opportunity of acting in junction, both afloat and on shore, and | feel most sincere satisfaction in 
having the honor of reporting the unanimity and cordiality which were invariably observed. To Captain 
Watson I consider myself personally indebted for his friendly attention, and desire of keeping up an 
interchange of information which is most gratifying for officers to meet with from each other when pur- 
suing the same object. I have come to this anchorage for the express purpose of making this communi- 
vation, and felt a pleasing duty representing the same to Commodore Sir Edward Owen, whose orders to 
me were to co-operate with your forces, if it met the wishes of those officers 1 might have the pleasure 
of meeting with. 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of respect and esteem, sir, 
Your most obedient and very humble servant, 
Rh. MACLEAN, Commander. 

Commodore Porter, &c., dc., &c. 





Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, July 25, 1823. 

Dear Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d, communicating 
the circumstances of your co-operation with part of my forees in the old Straits in the pursuit of 
pirates, and in the rescue of the cargoes of two merchant ships, wrecked near Key Verde, of your satis- 
faction in reporting the cordiality which prevailed, and making an offer of future co-operation, 

On the return of Licutenant Commandant Watson from his expedition, the representations made by 
him to me of the conduct of yourself and officers, on all transactions wherein you were mutually en- 
gaged, was most gratifying to me, and gave mea high opinion of your character, which I find loses nothing 
on acquaintance, 

It will afford me, as Tam sure it will every officer under my command, sincere pleasure to co-operate 
with you, or any other British officer, against our common enemy, so long as the same cordiality of 
feeling which has been manifested by you shall prevail. 

“It will be highly gratifying to me if the British officers on this station will visit our little establish- 
ment more frequently, and although we have not much to offer them, we can assure them of a hearty 
welcome. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

To Captain R. Maciean, ZZ. B. ML Brig Bustard. 





H. M. S. Bustarp, Thompson's Island, August 8, 1823. 


Dear Sir: Your having placed in my hands an account transmitted you of an act of piracy, commit- 
ted by the capture of the American brig Two Brothers, of Newburyport, I beg leave to acquaint you, for 
the information of those concerned, that upon the 11th of May last I visited Cumberland harbor, in the 
southeast end of Cuba, with H. B. M. sloop under my command, and found a vessel precisely the descrip- 
tion; she was at anchor in the river Augusta, about a mile and a half from the entrance, and had been re- 
moved there by the Spanish authorities, whose charge she was under; the pirates had plundered her of 
everything on their abandonment at that port. The particulars of her capture by them was furnished 
me in a conversation with Don Jose De Lara, captain of the party at the district of Ma. Catalina, as also 
by Corn’s O'Callaghan, a planter in that neighborhood, and the fishermen in the harbor; their depositions 
appear to coincide exactly with the description and account you have furnished me of the said vessel. 
The commandant, (or captain of the party, as he is called,) further informed me, that some of the pirates 
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who brought her in had been apprehended, and sent to the authorities of St. Jago de Cuba. I sincerely 
trust this may lead to the condign punishment of such an-execrable act, 
And have the honor to remain with esteem, dear sir, yours, most respectfully, 


R. MACLEAN, 


To Commodore Porter, &c., &e., &e. 


If. M. S. Carnatron, Havana, January 10, 1825. 


My Dear Sr: Your kind and obliging favor of the 3d inst. I have had the pleasure of recciving, and 
feel happy to hear of your good health, The improvements you are making at Thompson’s Island will be 
of great use to the naval establishment; I regret to hear from Lieutenant Liandet you have several cases 
of intermitting fever in the hospital, but Iam in hopes, when you clear away a little more wood and 
drain the swamps, the place will become healthy. We have no news of cousequence here. Several re- 
ports of piracy, notwithstanding our numerous force round the island. We have five vessels of war upon 
the south side, and the same number on this; but, excepting we have a proper co-operation from the shores 
of Cuba, it is my opinion the united navy of America and England would not effectually suppress piracy ; 
they ought to insist upon hanging a few of the villains (who are now in confinement here for that crime, ) 
at the entrance of some of the principal harbors in this island; such an example would be attended with 
universal benefit. A Spanish squadron, consisting of a frigate and two corvettes, will leave this upon 
Wednesday for the Castle of San Juan de Ulloa, taking down five hundred soldiers; we hear they are ina 
very bad state there, and without immediate succor must surrender, The Dartinouth frigate, Captain, 
the Hon. J. A. Mande, has relieved me, and I sail in a few days for Jamaica direct. T cannot yet say 
where my next cruise will be, but Thope to have an opportunity of visiting the United States shortly. 
The Dartmouth and three schooners are searching all the old channel of Bahama, and the Ferret is also 
in that direction. I beg you will offer my best respects to Mrs. Porter and family when you write, as 
also to Captain Dallas. IT shall be happy to be the bearer of any letters, &e., from him to his relations in 
Jamaica. I shall not leave this before Thursday morning; therefore, if any vesscl comes over, he will 
have an opportunity of writing them, 

Believe me always with sincere respect and esteem, my dear sir, yours, truly, 


R. MACLEAN. 


IPE YONI TL CERNE TET ee HI ERERYE ee cy 


Commodore D, Porter, &c., &e., &e. 





MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ON THE GENERAL SUBJECT OF PIRACY AND CONVOY, ETC. 
Trixipan, Cuba, May 19, 1823. 


David Porter, Esq.: 

Dear Str: We have the pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of your esteemed favor of the 16th 
ultimo, with the enclosed information to American merchants and ship-masters. We are sorry to observe 
that it is not in your power to send any protection on this side of the island for the present, in conse- 
quence of the want of men, We have to assure you one or more sinall vessels are much wanted to 
cruise between Cape Cruz, this and Cape Antonio, for the protection of American vessels; at present 
there are two pirates off cruising between this and Cape Briton Key Quego, and it is impossible for us 
to say what depredations they may commit on the wnarmed American flag, and we are sorry to say there 
is no armed vessel in port to send after them; we have therefore to hope your immediate attention will 
be drawn to the safety of American vessels coming and departing from this, We have no doubt but you 
are acquainted that those piratical vessels are generally fitted out from different ports in this island, and 
that they have their friends on shore, which in one sense is their protection towards piracy. 

We remain, with the greatest respect, your most obedicut, humble servant, 


TATE 5S. GRAWNING. 





ConsuLate oF Unirep Srates, Alvarado, October 10, 1824. 

Sir: I have just received positive information that an American vessel, brig Cato, Ingh Delany 
master, has been boarded and robbed at Tabasco, at a place called Escovas, twelve leagues below 
Villa Hermosa, the principal town; the master and three men wounded. This vessel, together with 
another, the schooner Leader, both of Philadelphia, require protection, which I have no doubt you will 
promptly afford them. It is desirable, your vessel permitting it, that you proceed to Tabasco before 
entering this port. The masters of the aforesaid mentioned vessels are said to have landed their guns on 
the beach, and there formed a battery for their protection, 

I am, sir, with great respect, your very humble and obedient servant, 
WILLIAM TAYLOR. 


Licutenant Commandant Cuas. Boarman, U. S. Schooner Weasel. 





ANCHORAGE OFF Sacririctos, October 4, 1823. 
Commodore Porter, commanding the U.S. Squadron, Thompson’s Island: 
Sir: Forty-eight hours after sailing of the United States ship Hornet from the port of Vera Cruz, the 
Castle of St. Jolin De Ulloa opened its fire on the town and forts of Vera Cruz, which has continued from 
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the 25th of last month to this day, at intervals, always answered by the Mexican forts; the injury done 
on either side is very trifling, but commerce is driven down from Vera Cruz, and must resort to other 
points. Alvarado, a bar harbor, thirty-six miles southeast from this place, admitting vessels of eleven 
feet, is the point which in all probability will be most resorted. to. 

It is impossible to foresee the termination of these hostilities; and should the Spanish authorities of 
Cuba support the Governor of Ulloa in his mad attack, it is somewhat probable that a blockade of Alva- 
rado, and of the Mexican coast generally, may be undertaken. In such an event, the property of the 
citizens of the United States, to a considerable amount, may be placed in imminent hazard, and will 
require, to relieve it from jeopardy, some interference on the part of our government and of our naval 
force. 

Three are at present in the port of Alvarado—the schooner Fame, of Philadelphia, and a schooner 
from New Orleans; the brig George and the schooner Tom, both of Philadelphia, sail from this anchorage 
on to-morrow, for the same port; several vessels from the United States, richly laden, are daily expected, 
and from the interior a considerable sum is expected, belonging to citizens of the United States, and 
intended to be shipped for our country. 

I deem it my duty to apprise you of these circumstances. Your patriotism and vigilance, I have no 
doubt, will promptly induce you to adopt such measures as the Gase may require. 

With much respect, [ have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


T. REILLY, Vice Consul of the U.S. for the Port of Vera Cruz. 





New Organs, April 15, 1823. 

Sir: A most atrocious act of piracy has been committed in Campeachy Bay, on the American brig 
Belisarius, attended by the murder of her captain and cook in a most shocking and cruel manner; and 
calls for every effort to bring the perpetrators to punishment. It also appears from the statement of the 
mate, and such of the crew of the Belisarius as have been examined, that, at the time this act of piracy 
was committed, there were several other vessels in sight, which, from hoisting the same flag with the 
vessel committing the act, must be of the same character. 

With the view of destroying this piratical association, bringing the guilty to punishment, and 
affording protection to the commerce of the United States in the Gulf of Mexico, now very valuable, I 
have determined to retain the United States schooner Grampus, under your command, on that service, 
until the pleasure of the Department shall be known. 

Proceed therefore with the United States schooner Grampus to the Bay of Campeachy, in pursuit of 
the piratical vessel or vessels above mentioned, “looking into as many of the ports and inlets, on the 
Spanish coast in your route, as safety and the nature of the service will permit, with the view of dis- 
covering any piratical vessels, and to afford protection to merchant vessels of the United States.” In 
the detention or capture of vessels, you will govern yourself by the general cruising instructions and 
laws for the suppression of the slave trade and punishment of piracy, furnished you by the Navy 
Department. 

Afford convoy and protection to any merchant vessels of the United States that may be bound from 
this to any ports on your route, and give notice at such ports as you may touch, that you will occasion- 
ally call off those ports, and give convoy to this port, Mobile, or Pensacola, particularly at Campeachy, 
Tabasco, Vera Cruz and Tampico; from which ports large remittances in specie are expected here. Com- 
municate with me by such opportunities as may offer. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 
To Licut. Commandant Francis HW. Grecory, U. S. Schooner Grampus, New Orleans. 





[Extract.] 
New Orteans, December 27, 1823. 

The success that has attended your exertions, in the punishment and suppression of piracy, has sur- 
passed the most sanguine expectations of our country, and justly called forth the best feelings towards 
yourself, officers and men. 

The merchants here were much pleased by the arrival of the Wild Cat; and if you could spare a 
small vessel, to touch periodically at Alvarado, Vera Cruz, and Tampico, and thence to this port, the 
commerce of this port would be very materially benefited thereby. From those ports, and particularly 
Tampico, large sums in specie are frequently shipped to this place, and, from want of opportunities by 
vessels of war, they are obliged to risk it on board small merchant schooners; and could you establish 
a regular conveyance, by a vessel of war, the shipments would be greatly increased. Applications are 
frequently made to me, to know whether you would send any of your vessels to those ports, and permit 
them to transport specie to this place. Early part of this month, a small schooner brought up from Tam- 
pico $250,000 at once, which would have been put on board a vessel of war in preference, had one been 
there, the commission on whica would have been 24 per cent. A most essential service would be ren- 
dered to the merchants of this place by such an arrangement, and protection afforded to a most valuable 
and rapidly increasing commerce in the Bay Mexico, and, I hope, prove advantageous to yourself and 
Any assistance I may be able to render you will be most cheerfully afforded. 


(Signed ) DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 


Commodore Davin Porter, &c., &e. 


officers. 
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New Orveans, March 18, 1824, 


Sir: Captain Paillet, who has, for some time past, been engaged in the commerce between this port 
and Tabasco, in the province of that name, where he has a trading house established, and was captured 
in January last, by a piratical boat—called on me two days ago, to communicate the circumstances 
attending his capture, and such information as he had obtained while in their custody. 

He was captured on board the American brig Harriet and Lucy, Captain Fanswart, of Hallowell, 
(which he had chartered, ) on the 24th of January last, when close in with the entrance of the river 
Tabasco, by an open boat or pirogue, mounting an iron four-pounder in the bow—having a crew of. six- 
teen athletic young men, armed with pistols and cutlasses—the crew all European Spaniards. The brig 
was taken possession of, but the officers and crew not materially maltreated. 

The pirates represented themselves as part of a band consisting of fifty men, and, as they said, all 
equally strong and determined as they were, but that they were without a captain, and urged Captain 
Paillet to join their association and become their chief, which he resolutely refused, and demanded to be 
put on shore with the officers and crew of the brig, which they complicd with on the following day, after 
plundering them of everything. 

Part of the brig’s cargo consisted of wines, a cask of which was, during the night, hoisted on deck, 
broached, and each helped themselves as they desired. The effects of the wine rendered the pirates 
incautious, and they conversed of their affairs without disguise, “in vino veritas.” Captain Paillet, who 
is a native of this city, and understands the Spanish language perfectly, listened attentively to their con- 
versation, and learned that their association, as before stated, consisted of fifty persons; that they cruised 
only in open boats or pirogues, never ventured far from land, and that their boats drew so little water 
as to be at any time beached with entire safety to their crews; their rendezvous is at the Island de 
Mugeres, or Mohair Key, lying off Cape Catoche, distant about five miles, to which place they take their 
prizes; and from thence send their goods to Merida, the capital of the province of Yucatan. 

The channel or passage between the cape and island is alone used by them; the water not deep and 
the anchorage secure. As evidence of their security, they mentioned having captured a brig, and after 
cutting away her masts, moored her in this channel, where she remained upwards of two years; that 
they had not been molested by any cruisers, but that the Governor of Merida had once sent a party of 
soldiers against them, whom they had defeated. 

My informant, who has been known to me several years, is highly respectable, and upon whose 
veracity and intelligence full reliance may be placed, thinks, from what he learnt, that deposits of pro- 
perty, to considerable amount, is made at Mohair Key, by these pirates; and, from his knowledge of the 
country, recommends, in case a force should be sent against them, that the vessels should not make the 
island in the day, but, if practicable, in the evening, that their approach to the island may not be dis- 
covered; then surprise them, and prevent their escape. 

The commerce between this port and Tabasco, Sical and Campeachy is alceady very valuable, and 
fast increasing. Information relative to these pirates, and their movements, will be given by the Gover- 
nor of Sical, where it is advisable to call, before proceeding to Mohair Key. 

The boat that captured the Harrict and Lucy came out from the river St. Pedro, distant from 
Tabasco river only a few niles. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


DAN’L T. PATTERSON. 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 


[Extract.] 
New Orueans, March 31, 1824. 

I had the pleasure to write you by the Wild Cat, Lieutenant Wolbert. The schooner mentioned 
in that letter has made several trips to Tampico, and each time brought large sums in specie, and a small 
schooner lately arrived from thence with upwards of a million of dollars in gold doubloons; ’tis said a 
large amount is ready for shipment to this place, and waiting a secure conveyance—much of it American 
property. The best interests of our country, it appears to me, are promoted by the introduction of such 
large amounts of specie. I wish you would detach a small vessel or two to me; I could find employment 
for them beneficial to the public service. 

(Signed) DAN’L T. PATTERSON. 


Com. Porter, &c., &c. 


[Extract.] 
New Orteans, May 20, 1824. 


Sm: I received, with great pleasure, your letter of the 25th ult., by Lieutenant Ritchie. The 
arrival of the Fox, to be employed between this place and Tampico, has given general satisfaction to the 
merchants of this city, and indeed to the whole community; and I shall endeavor to make it beneficial to 
you, at the same time that it proves so to the public. Licutenant Ritchie leaves this place this afternoon, 
to juin his vessel at the Balize, and will sail immediately for Tampico, should this city be, (as I much 
fear it will,) afflicted this summer by an epidemic. The small vessels can rendezvous at Barataria, 
where they can receive any supplies they may require, without delay, from the city, and without expo- 
sure to the disease of the city; they can also there obtain fresh provisions in abundance. 

We have all been gratified by the visit of young Farragut, of whom we have formed a high opinion; 
he has given us most gratifying information of you, Mrs. Porter and your family. This will, I presume, 
find you preparing for your return to the United States, as Lieutenant Ritchie informs me you will pro- 
bably do in-the ensuing month. 
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Piracy is now quite down, and = want only a force in the West Indies cruising, to keep it so. I 


have not heard of any act of piracy, or force, since my letter to you on the subject. Should I learn of 


any, it shall be immediate ly sada aclin d to you. 


Very truly, yours, &c., 
(Signed) DAN’L T. PATTERSON. 


Com. Porter, &e., &c. 





[Extract.] 


Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, July 19, 1823. 


I notice what you say relative to the agitations which prevail in Cuba, and have in consequence 

sent the schooner Fox to cruise off Hav: ina, and to communicate with you every day. 

If in “psa opinion a sloop-of-war will be necessary to take on board the specie of our merchants, and 
other valuable property to transport to the United States, or to this place for temporary security, please 
to give me the earliest intelligence, and one shall be se nt. 

Lieutenant Commandant ‘Ritchie has orders to return to this place with any communication you may 
have to make to me. 

With sentiments of respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Directed to Messrs. Castitto, Buack & Co., Havana. 





U.S. Sure Peacock, Thompson’s Island, April 5, 1823. 


Sir: T have received your favor of March 28, and regret extre ey my inability to comply with your 
wish at this moment, in keeping a stationary force off Il: wana, in consequence of those vessels having 
left the station, before my arrival, which I confidently expected to find here, and intended for regular 
convoy. 

I have been under the necessity of employing some of my small vessels to convoy from Matanzas, 
and so soon as some others of them arrive, which are now to leeward of Cuba, I shall make a similar 
disposition with regard to Havana. 

This you may rest assured of, that whatever force I may have at my disposal, I shall endeavor to 
employ it so as to afford the most effectual protection to our trade. 

Hoping that your family have ere this arrived in safety, 
I remain with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Grorce Kyicut, Esq., Havana. 





Nveviras, April 16, 1824. 

Sir: Although I have not the pleasure of knowing you personally, I know well your merit and your 
fame. 

This will be handed you by Captain Legare; he has rendered, and is rendering, services to our 
country, in company with his brother officers, on this unprotected coast. 

As I well know your desire to be universally useful, I take the liberty to recommend to your atten- 
tion this part of the island. I do firmly believe that you cannot better employ a respectable vessel of 
war, in any situation, than on this coast from Sugar Key to Orange Harbor. Our vessels trade consider- 
ably to this place, and frequently suffer by piratical boats. 

I wish you may find it convenient to order one of your vessels of war to this place, in about twenty 
days, to convoy out a schooner bound for New York. 

I am your obedient servant, 


JOHN OWEN. 
Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, é&c. 





U.S. Sue Peacock, off Matanzas, March 26, 1823. 


Sir: By a brig bound to Havana, T embrace the opportunity to send you an extract of a letter from 
the Captain Gener ral of Porto Rizo to me, dated the 6th inst., in reply to certain inquiries relative to the 
privateers fitted out from the istand, and ‘their authority for interrupting our commerce with the main. 

The information it contains is interesting to our merchants, and I beg you to give it publicity. 

I am now bound into Matanzas, to wait for the boats of this ship, which, with the greater part of 
her crew, and some small schooners, have been near a week absent among the keys, on the south side of 
the old straits. ; 

We have examined all the keys on the other side, and have thoroughly sounded the north sides of 
Porto Rico, St. Domingo, and Cuba, as far down as Cayo Confites. I have sent small vessels down the 
north sides of these islands, to examine every place where a pirate would be likely to be found, and have 
dispatched the Shark to scour the coast from Caraccas to La Vera Cruz. I have made the most of the 
force under my command, but the result of all the operations I cannot know until I arrive at Thompson’s 
Island, where they will rendezvous. 
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I hope to be there in a few days, and shall soon visit Cuba again. In the meantime, T beg of you to 
write to me at Matanzas, and give me all the information you can about the pirates, and if at any time 
you get intelligence of them, which it is desirable I should have soon, it will be well to dispatch a boat 
to Thompson’ s Island with the information, the expense of which I w ill chee rfully pay. 

I send you a letter for the captain general, which I beg you, after reading, to seal and present to 

You will perceive the necessity of a speedy reply, but IT fear one cannot be had before I leave 
I shall, therefore, leave behind me a vessel to pig the answer, which you had better send 
r commercial ¢ ‘went, if there be one estab- 


him. 


Matanzas. 
under cover to one of the American merchants, (or consul « 


lished there, ) to deliver to the commander, 
By a list furnished me from the Captain General of Porto Rico, it appears that only four privateers 


are commissioned to cruise from that island, one of which is taken by the patriot cruiser Constitution, two 
others are laid up at Mayaguada, and one was spoken by part of my squadron on the south side of p orto 


Rico. 
There is one privateer from Porto Cabello called the Esperanza, which sailed from St. Johns on the 


20th January last. 

I spoke a British squadron off St. Thomas, which afterwards went to St. Johns, consisting of a 
frigate and two sloops of war, being part of the force under Commodore Owen, and bound to the on 
ward station. 

I also found two British sloops-of-war at Cayo Confites, searching for pirates. They had been on 
that service five weeks, and taken nothing. They informed me that they had burnt a house and flag staff 
at Key Encenachos, therefore if we should be charged with the act I beg you set the matter right. 

At St. Johns an extremely melancholy occurrence took place, by the firing of the batteries on one of 
my small schooners, which resulted in the death of her commander, Lieutenant Commanding William ©, 
Cocke. 
The affair will occasion great excitement in the United States, and cannot be justified on any princi- 

The captain general has endeavored to atone for it by his regrets, but nothing short of the punish- 
Fovernment 


ple. 


ment of the officer who gave the order to fire on my squadron, will or ought to satisfy the ¢ 


and people of the United States. 
We enjoy unusually good health in our squadron, and T feel disposed to preserve it by avoiding 


Havana, which is the reason of my not visiting it now. 
Have the goodness to let me know where our vessels on this station are, and all you know about 


them. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed ) 
Joun Waryer, Esq., American Consul, Havana. 


D. PORTER. 


U.S. Sump Peacock, Thompson's Island, April 5, 1823. 


a small expedition under Captain Cassin, I send you this, and it is likely you will often hear 
If any vessels arrive, another will leave here in a few days, and I hope 
as I now 


Sir: 


from me in this way hereafter. 
hereafter, when I get organized, to afford regular convoy from Havana every Saturday morning, 


do from Matanzas every Sunday. 

I have not much more than half the force that I calculated on, in consequence of the vessels hav- 
ing unexpectedly left the coast of Cuba before my arrival. I shall do all I can with whatever force I 
may have, and I think I shall be able to give our trade effectual protection, and at the same time keep 


the pirates on the look out. 
I have not yet received the letters I understood were sent to Matanzas. 


With great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Joux Warver, Esq., American Consul, Havana. 


[Extract.] 
U.S. Sure Peacock, Allenton, April 10, 1823. 


Str: This will be handed to you by Lieut. Com. L. Kearney, of the ieapinned, who, with four schoon- 
ers, is charged by me with the protection of owr commerce at Havana and Matanzas. 

He will give convoy from Havana every Saturday, and convoy will be given from Matanzas every 
be necessary to clean the vessels soon, as we have had no opportunity of 


Sunday. It will, however, 
You will be informed when this is to be done, 


doing anything to them since they left the United States. 
in‘order that the merchants may make their arrangements accordingly. 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Directed to Joun Warvyer, Esq., American Consul, Havana. 


Sea Guit, Allenton, June 7, 1823. 


every month one of the armed vessels under my command will leave 


Sir: On the Ist and 15th of 
bag will be left at the counting-house of Messrs. 


Havana for the United States, with convoy, and her letter 
Castillo, Black & Co, 
Will you have the goodness to apprise the merchants of this arrangement, that they may avail them- 
selves of the opportunities? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Jxo. Mounratn, Esq., Consular Office. 
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Matanzas, March 29, 1823. 

Sin: We, the undersigned, representing the commercial interest of the United States at this port, 
beg leave respectfully to greet you on your arrival among us. 

The pleasure which, as Americans, in a foreign land, we should always experience in seeing the 
national flag of our country waving over the head of one of her most esteemed commanders, is in this 

case sensibly increased by the state of almost total abandonment in which we were left previous to your 
arrival—and the confidence which your character inspires, in constant and complete protection in future 
to our suffering commerce in this quarter, From the commencement of piratical depredations in these 
seas, the immediate vicinity of this place seems to have been a favorite scene for their operations. The 
numerous, secure, and intricate harbors above and below this place, to which they carry their prizes and 
plunder, the absence of any Spanish naval force, at the disposal of the governor of this place, and the 
very unfrequent appearance of vessels of war of any nation in this harbor, have emboldened the buccaneers 
to acts of audacious villany, which would scarce be credited by persons not near the scene of their perpe- 
tration, and accustomed to a different state of society. Vessels of the most contemptible force, and even 
open boats, have made captures, almost in the mouth of the harbor, in as fearless a manner as if their 
pursuits were lawful and proper; and with a knowledge of the actual existence of a force of this kind 
blockading the port, we have been without the smallest means of relief, and vessels have waited from 
ten to twenty days for convoy, and finding no prospect of obtaining any, have collected in large fleets 
and braved the danger—some have escaped, some been fortunate enough to repel their assailants, and 
some have been captured. 

A day or two after an attack on the brigs Neptune, Bondoni, and Abeona, in which the pirates were 
repulsed, but remained still in the neighborhood, information was communicated to Captain Biddle, of the 
Macedonian, who, with the United States brig Spark, was then at Havana, and convoy solicited for seven 
vessels then here; but no answer was received, and after waiting many days they started without one, 
It is now but little less than five months since the blood of Allen stained the waves of Seguapa—since 
the foe was left in possession of that bay, and we believe that to this hour it is infested by these despera- 
does; but the immense amount of property for which it has been the receptacle is notorious and acknow- 
ledged; yet in all the period we have named, we are ignorant of its having been explored by any armed 
force, or of any attempt having been made to ferret out the pirates from this their principal retreat; nor 
has colvoy been afforded except on two occasions during that time. We are well aware that the limited 
extent of the American trade to this port, where only about two hundred and twenty vessels enter and 
clear annually, may not justify a large force for its protection; but when we reflect that in protecting it 
you cover also the commerce to Havana, Pensacola, and New Orleans, as is proved by the fact that four 
oul of five of the vessels recaptured by the Alligator were bound to the two latter ports, and were cap- 
tured very near here; and that a very small force is amply sufficient for the purpose; we are well assured 
you will grant it, and agree with us, two or three schooners cannot be better employed than in guarding 
so important a thoroughfare. We conceive that two small and one large schooner would be sufficient to 
afford weekly convoy from hence, which would be as often as necessary; and in convoying vessels out- 
ward bound from hence, those coming from the United States would also derive the benefit of it. At this 
particular conjuncture we beg to state that there are in port many vessels which will be ready for sea 
from the middle to the end of the coming week, and respectfully request that the schooners now about to 
proceed with the fleet may return as soon as convenient, to take the above-mentioned vessels under their 
protection, and continue to give convoy until it may suit your arrangements to send other vessels. 

We are the more inclined to urge this request from the belief that the moment your vessels are out 
of sight depredations will be recommenced with increased activity and ferocity, as the numbers of the 
pirates have not been in any manner diminished. Leaving the subsequent arrangements for our protec- 
tion entirely to your judgment and experience, we would add that, without any diminution of attachment 
to our native land, we feel a lively interest in the prosperity of Cuba, and the promotion and extension of 
its intercourse with the United States, which is highly beneficial to both; and to express our confidence 
that, through your judicious management and exertions, while the lawless, abandoned, and cruel despera- 
does who infest the coast meet with prompt and exemplary chastisement, the relation of amity and good 
will which exists between the government and better orders of the people and the United States will be 
cherished and strengthened, 

Appreciating, in the warmest manner, the motives which prompted yourself and the gallant officers 
of your squadron to voluntecr in this service, where no laurel blooms on the brow of danger to tempt the 
eager aspirant to pluck it—and where humanity and patriotism could alone have supplied the place of the 
more usual, but less noble excitement of desire of wealth and glory--and wishing you and them every 
possible success, and the iost ample and acceptable reward, 

We have the honor to be, sir, your most humble servants, 
LATTING, ADAMS & STEWART. 
ATKINS & ALLEN. 
SIMPSON, TRYON & CO. 


To Com. D. Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 


reece nS 


U.S. Snip Peacock, Matanzas, March 30, 1823. 

GrextieMeN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your representation, in behalf of the 
American merchants of Matanzas, of the unprotected state of the commerce of this place, and asking for 
convoy for the same, 

It is the source of great regret to me that my means of affording convoy should be so circumscribed 
as they are, having now no vessels on the station but those intended for the pursuit and destruction of 
the pirates, and are illy adapted for the purposes of convoy. You may rest assured, however, that every 
effort shall be made, not only to afford convoy, but to effect the other objects of my visit to these seas, 
and it remains for us only to redouble our exertions to make up for part of the force which will be 
diverted from the object for which it was originally intended. 
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I shall, for the present, have two small schooners, the Wild Cat and the Beagle, to give convoy every 
Sunday morning, as far as the Double Headed Shot Keys; and when it shall be in my power to afford bet- 
ter protection, it shall be done. 

For the flattering expression of your sentiments towards me, and the officers under my command, be 


pleased to accept my sincere thanks. 
Believe me to be, gentlemen, your very obedient, humble servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


To Messrs. Larrinc, Apams & Stewart; Arxins & ALLEN; Siupson, Tryon & Co., Matanzas. 





Matanzas, Sept. 17, 1823. 


To Lieut. Commandant F. H. Gregory, U. S. Schooner Grampus: 

Sm: Understanding that you are about to leave this station, we, the undersigned, beg leave to assure 
[you] of the high sense we entertain of the means you have adopted to protect our trade, of which we 
have received repeated benefits: at the same time, we fecl it our duty to express our thanks to you for 
your promptitude in furnishing convoy, and assisting single vessels out of that bay, in furnishing boats 
to tow them out, when otherwise dangerous delays would have occurred in their getting to sea. 

We also deem it necessary that the Navy Department should be made more fully acquainted with the 
forces which are necessary to guard against any future attempt to establish piratical hordes in this vicin- 
ity. This has been fully exemplified by the measures which you have adopted, of remaining in port with 
the U. S. schooner Grampus, and keeping out small launches to scour the coast; the result of which has 
completed every expectation, and cannot fail of being highly gratifying to Commodore Porter. We have 
no doubt that the salubrity of this port is well known to the Navy Department, and confidently hope that 
your success will induce them to adopt the same as a standing measure, while the necessity of this pro- 
tection continues. 

We should feel highly gratified, could we entertain the hope of your returning amongst us, and avail 
of this opportunity to assure you of our personal esteem, 

We remain, sir, your obedient servants, 
LATTING, ADAMS & STEWART. 
LAWRENCE & MITCHEL. 
CHARLES P. BUTLER. 

SIMPSON, TRYON & CO. 





Bank or THE Unitep States, November 20, 1823. 

Drar Sir: I have been for some time desirous of communicating with you, previous to Commodore 
Porter’s sailing, on the subject of employing some part of the West India squadron in protecting the 
trade between the United States and Mexico. There is now in that country, according to the best infor- 
mation I can procure, property to the amount of about one million and a half dollars, belonging to New 
York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, with a prospect of an increase of business, Besides incurring the risk 
of piracy, this property is subjected to great hazard in the ports of Mexico itself, during its convulsions, 
and this danger will be much increased, should there be an effort on the part of Spain, to reconquer the 
country, by sending an army there. In such an event, property which, on board of merchant ships, might 
be seized and confiscated, would be perfectly safe in a national vessel. Jt would therefore be highly use- 
ful to our commerce, and very acceptable to the merchants, if you could arrange the movements of the 
West India squadron in such a manner as always to keep one of the public vessels at Vera Cruz, or 
Alvarado, until she was relieved by another; thus enabling our countrymen to secure their property while 
it remained in Mexico, and afterwards obtain the benefit of convoy. The presence of such a vessel would, 
besides its direct protection of American property, occasion a considerable transmission, to the United 
States, of specie, which now finds its way to Europe, by other channels. There is another matter con- 
nected with it which deserves reflection. The exports of Mexico are almost exclusively specie and cochi- 
neal. Now cochineal is nearly as valuable, in proportion to its bulk, as specie; it occupies comparatively 
very little space, and is as good, if not a better remittance, owing to its high price in Europe. If our 
ships were allowed to receive this article as well as specie, it would be of great importance; and the 
indulgence might, perhaps, be fairly allowed, under the peculiar circumstances of our trade with Mexico. 

This subject has excited considerable interest, and there is a disposition to present a memorial to 
the government; but on your account I should prefer, in case you approve the measure, that it come 
spontaneously from yourself. 

The interest which the Bank of the United States has, in common with the country at large, in giv- 
ing every facility to the introduction of a sound currency, will explain, and I trust excuse, the freedom 
with which I venture to submit these remarks for your consideration. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
N. BIDDLE, President. 

Hon. Samven L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


I certify the above to be a true copy of the original on file in the Navy Department. 
CHARLES HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, May 11, 1825. 
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New York, August 13, 1824. 

My Dear Sir: Your esteemed favor of the 10th reached me this morning, and I shall ascertain to-day 
if the Spark will be in time for my purposes. I can assure you that my regret at the publication of the 
Matanzas petition was quite equal to your own; but my indignation was excited by the official or osten- 
sibly official communication which accompanied it. The act of the clerk in the counting, was without a 
shadow of authority, and contrary to my orders; I immediately notified the editors of the paper of that 
fact; and seeing reference again made to it, in a wretched compound of folly and falsehood, published in 
the democratic press, I yesterday addressed a few lines to the editors of the American, which you will see 
in that paper of to-day.’ Tis wonderful that editors of papers should become dupes of such miserable 
retailers of lies as the writer of “the spy””—‘‘ pero no hay remedio,” 

I] shall be infinitely glad to see you here; Iam at 16 Broadway, but will not fail to look out for you. 

And ain, with the utmost sincerity, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 
KF, ADAMS. 





Matanzas, December 18, 1824. 


My Dear Sir: I learn with much satisfaction, from your favor of the 15th instant, your arrival in our 
neighborhood, and shall anticipate the pleasure of a visit from you here at as early a period as your 
arrangements will permit. On the subject of piracies, as much is known, and much more said, in the 
United States than here. In the early part of summer, the John, of Newport, and Castor, of Portland, 
were captured near, and bound here; the former arrived here with some trifling loss of property, and the 
flatter} at Havana. No lives were lost in either case. The Mercator was said to be captured between 
this and Havana, from New York, bound to that place. No subsequent tidings have been received of 
her, and a passenger, a Spaniard, who escaped, appears to be the authority on which the capture was 
reported. The transaction at Bahia Honda comes next in order of date, and, beyond the recapture made 
by the Icaras, Capt. Graham, I have seen no evidence whatever of there having been other captures 
recently made there. I expect soon to see Capt. Graham, with whom I am acquainted, and shall procure 
from him correct information on the subject. The last instance of piracy of which we have any accounts, 
was the capture of the Laura Ann, of New York, near Cannise, a few leagues to leeward of this port, 
surpassing in atrocity anything I have known before. The Hornet had been some days in Havana; the 
Porpoise was there also, but just arrived from Africa; the Ferret had left there but a day or two before, 
when this vessel was taken, about the 21st October. Capt. Skinner arrived here about the 23d, and, with- 
out particular duty to act on, sent secretly an expedition of boats to Seguapa; on their return they 
encountered and captured the piratical schooner Ann, the clothes of Capt. Shaw, and much other plunder, 
which were brought in here. After Capt. S. had sailed, a sailor, in a wretched condition, was brought to 
me, who detailed the capture of the Laura Ann, the murder of the captain and crew, himself excepted, and 
his escape. The Ferret arriving next day, he was put on board, and Escondio, Cannise, and the adjacent 
coast searched by Capt. Bell. The long boat, and some half burnt spars and sails were found, and a man, 
recognized by the sailor, who was seized, brought here, and delivered to the authorities, where the busi- 
ness seems to have ended. The unceasing vigilance which has since been exerted by the different ves- 
sels, with their boats, along the whole coast, seems to render an act of piracy almost an impossibility at 
present. Some vessel-of-war is always here, and convoy given whenever desired, and boats almost 
always outside, above and below us. I am aware that censure has been cast on you, on account of recent 
depredations of the pirates; but those who know the advantages they have in changing their position, and 
assailing vessels passing down the coast, in despite of the vicinity of men-of-war, the facts ] have stated 
with regard to the Laura Ann, prove that nothing short of a string of vessels round the island, in hail of 
each other, can prevent the plunder of altogether unarmed vessels. A very small armament would suffice 
for defence against small boats, and our naval force is sufficient protection against those of larger class. 
The Laura Ann had no arms—shame to her owners. The licensed pirates, or vessels armed, manned, and 
commanded by citizens of the United States, such as the Eagle, Polly Hampton, Columbian, &c., are only 
Jess annoying to an honest commerce than the murderers of Shaw. 

We are now near two weeks without an arrival from the middle States, and have consequently few 
or no papers. I send all I can Jay my hands on, It appears quite probable that the hero of New Orleans 
will be made President of the United States by the people; tous who have not been on the spot to observe 
any of the operations of electioneering, this’ sudden reeving round of the breeze of popular favor seems 
incomprehensible. 

I shall attend to your little commission, and am, my dear sir, with the highest regard and esteem, 

Your most obedient servant, 
F. ADAMS. 


Sea Geir, Allenton, June 7, 1823. 

Sir: In consequence of the necessity for looking out for pirates on the south side, and the consequent 
dispersion of my forces, I shall not at present be able to give convoy so regular as I have done, but still 
I shall give it often and regular enough to protect our commerce. When some of the large vessels 
arrive that IT daily expect, convoy shall be established as usual. 

I give this information to prevent any disappointment on the part of the merchants and others, and 
I beg you to assure them their interests shall not be neglected. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
PF, Apams, Esq. 
VOL. I——38 K 


D. PORTER. 
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U.S. Smip Jonn Apams, Thompson's Island, December 15, 1824. 

My Dear Sir: I arrived here a few days since, and should have been over to see you, but for the 
daily expectation of two vessels from the United States, which will require, on their arrival, my imme- 
diate attention, after which I shall be under the necessity of going to Pensacola and Tampa Bay. I 
shall be with you about the middle of next month, and hope to find you in the enjoyment of health. 

As there have been various and alarming ancoukte of piracies committed since last June, I will 
thank you to give me a statement of the captures known to have been made, It has been stated that 
the British discovered near Bahia Honda the wrecks of twelve vessels lately destroyed. Do you know 
anything of that affair? Are not those the wrecks of twelve sail of English vessels which were cut off 
a convoy about six or eight months before I first came to suppress piracy y? 

It is very desirable to get correct information on this subject, as the account is generally believed, 
and has brought great censure on me and others. 

Please to send me papers of any date since I left the United State s, for we are entirely out of news 
for upwards of six weeks. 

With sincere respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER, 


F, Apams, Esq., Jatanzas. 


Trixipap DE Cusa, January 26, 1823. 
David Porter, Esq., Commodore of the American squadron on the coast of Cuba, &e.: 

Sm: Feeling it a duty I owe to my countrymen engaged in trade to this side of the island, to address 
you on the subject of their protection, I take that liberty, knowing that all the aid in your power, you 
will cheerfully grant. This port has, for some time past, been infested with a small force of pirates, who 
have captured a number of vessels; and on the 20th instant, the brig Mechanic, of New York, bound in. 
They now hold the captain and two passengers as hostages for the ransom of that vessel, in the sum of 
$3,000, and have declared that unless the money is immediately sent to them, the hostages shall be put 
to death. Preparation is making to forward the amount, as there are no other means to rescue these 
unfortunate men. Their force will no doubt increase in proportion to their suecess, and the facility with 
which they have gained the amount of the ransom for the brig Mechanic, will induce a number of ill- 
disposed idlers to join them, Several valuable vessels are daily expected from Europe, and if no force 
is used to extirpate them, the loss of property will be considerable. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


ROBERT R. STEWART. 


P. S.—The hostages have just arrived, and say that the pirates have received the $3,000. 


To the commander of the naval forces of the United States, stationed at or in the vicinity of Havana, Island 
of Cuba: 


The undersigned, citizens of the United States, resident merchants and shipmasters in Trinidad de 
Cuba, respectfully represent, that this port is at present infested by a horde of pirates, who rendezvous 
among the numerous keys in the immediate vicinity; that the brig Mechanic, of New York, was cap- 
tured on the 20th instant, by twelve of these wretches, in an open boat, within two leagues of the har- 
bor; that, after plundering the vesse l, and robbing the crew of their bedding and clothing, they abandoned 
the brig, detained the ¢ captain, second mate and cooper, demanding a ransom of $3,000—threatening 
them with death unless the ransom should be sent immediately after the arrival of the vessel in port; 
that a brig and schooner are now in the offing, both of which must fall a prey to the marauders; that 
there are no means in our power of affording them any assistance; that there are at present in port ten 
American vessels, and nearly that number daily expected, with valuable cargoes. We therefore beg 
eave to solicit your attention to the exposed situation of the American commerce, in this quarter, and 
pray that your aid and assistance may be extended for its protection, We have no doubt that the appear- 
ance of a single armed vessel would suppress these depredations. 

BENJ. EDDY, of brig Jacob. 
MATHEW RICE, ship Jane. 
FOLDEN DEARTH, brig John Smith, Bristol, R. J. 
JAMES TATE, jun., schooner Louisa, 
WM. C. TILDEN, schooner Lucy, Baltimore. 
THOMAS WOODBURY, schooner Florida. 
JACOB WING, brig: Pilot. 
SAML. SPARLING, schooner Cashier. 
TATE & GRONING. 
LOWS PRICE. 
BABAD & CORNEILLE. 

Trixipap DE Cuaa, January 25, 1823. 


U.S. Gariior Sra Gui, Matanzas, April 16, 1823. 
GentLEMEN: I received your application for convoy yesterday, and had previously sent two schooners 
and two barges to the vicinity of Trinidada. 
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The whole number of men present under my command, do not amount to the number on board one of 
our large frigates; and with this force I have endeavored to give convoy to merchant vessels from this place 
and Havana, and at the same time pursue the pirates; consequently, I have not been able to give a 
convoy to those on the south side of the island. 

The weakness of my force arises froin the circumstance of some of our larger vessels of war, which 
I expected to have found here, having left these seas; but why they have done so is unknown to me. 
Hereafter, I hope to be possessed of better means, and to have it in my power to gratify your wishes at 
an early period. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER, 
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 
To the American Merchants and Shipmasters at Trinidad de Cuba. 





[Extract.] 
U.S. Sup Jonny Apams, Thompson’s Island, December 15, 1824. 

As there have been various reports of captures by pirates, some no doubt greatly exaggerated, will 
you give me, as nearly as you can, an account of all captures known positively to have been made, both 
for my own satisfaction, and the satisfaction of the government? 

As these accounts have brought censure on me and others concerned in the suppression of piracy— 
are not the twelve wrecks of vessels discovered by the British to leeward of Bahia Honda, the same that 
were cut out of an English convoy about six or eight months before I first came out to take command? 

It is very desirable that correct information be had on this subject. 

With sincere esteem, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Vincent Gray, Esq., Havana. 


U.S. Snip Jonn Apams, Thompson’s Island, January 15, 1825. 

Sir: I have received your letter of this date, applying for convoy for the schooner Leo, of which you 
are supercargo, to the port of Alvarado; and I regret to inform you that it is not in my power to give 
the con soy required, 

We have now in the neighborhood of Alvarado, for the protection of our commerce in the Gulf of 
Mexico, two schooners, and the present scattered state of the squadron under my command prevents 
my sending any more to that quarter, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D, PORTER. 
Mr. C. Wernprenner, Thompson’s Island. 





MISCELLANEOUS ORDERS TO, AND CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN, DIFFERENT OFFICERS, 


U.S. Sream Gatiiot Sra Guii, May 4, 1824. 

Sir: I have sent home the ship Decoy for stores, and the schooner Grayhound for repairs and to be 
coppered, 

The enclosed list will inform you of our wants, which I will thank you to cause to be supplied with all 
possible dispatch, in order that the ship may return to the station, where the stores are much required. 
I will thank you, also, to cause the Grayhound to be furnished with two chain cables, and to dispatch 
her as soon as possible 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Captain S. Evans, New York. 


U.S. Snip Jonn Anams, Thompson’s Island, January 28, 1825. 

Sir: Having received orders from the Hon, Secretary of Navy to repair to Washington, and on my 
leaving the station to deliver the command to you, with all such papers, instructions, and information as 
may be useful to enable you in the most effectual manner to accomplish all the objects for which the 
vessels under my cominand were placed here, I have now the honor to send you the general order book of 
the station, which details the general duties of officers. 

Those orders of a more particular character are now in the hands of the clerks, and copies will be 
furnished as soon as they can be made out, with such other information as may be useful to you. 

During my continuance here, I shall be happy to inform you, from time to time, on all subjects con- 
nected with the duties to be performed, and of those which are now in progress. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient, 


D. PORTER. 
Captain L. Warrineron, U. S. Navy. 
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U.S. Suir Jonw Anas, Thompson's Island, January 29, 1825. 

Sin: The only orders from the Navy Department which remain unexecuted are those, copies of which 
T now enclose you. You will find in possession of the commanding officer of the island orders and 
ipstructions on every point of duty lMportant to be informed. of. It therefore only remains for me to 
eive a brief sketch of the disposition of the squadron under my command at this time, to wit: 
¥ Captain Dallas, at Thompson’s Island, corvette John Adams, bearing my pendant, and destined for 
the United States; sloop-of-war Hornet, Kennedy, ordered to cruise on the south side of Cuba, for three 
months from the 22d December, 1824, between Cape Cruz and Cape Antonio; brig Spark, Newton, at 
New York, repairing; schooner Shark, Gallagher, under orders to proceed to St. Thomas, and to return 
to this place; schooner Grampus, Sloat, and schooner Beagle, Platt, ordered to cruise about St. Thomas, 
Porto Rico, and occasionally to run over to the main; the Beagle, ordered to the United States; schooner 
Porpoise, Skinner, ordered to the Gulf of Mexico, and after cruising six weeks there, to proceed to 
Havana, and thenee to the United States, should she have on board $100,000 to be landed there, other- 
wise she is to repair to this place; her orders are dated ; Sea Gull, steam ealliot, MKeever; 
schooner Terrier, Payne; schooner Ferret, Bell; barge Musquito, at Matanzas, for the protection of our 
commerce in that neighborhood, and in the old Straits of Bahama; schooner Weasel, Boarman, on her 
wav to the United States, specie, considerably out of repalr, and will probably be sold; schooner Fox, 
Cook, expected daily with a party for the survey of Pensacola and Tampa Bay; barges Diabolita and 
Gallinipper, on a cruise among the Colorados, expected in a few days; store ship Decoy, Mix, expected 
daily from New York with stores; three barges under the shed, neither of them sufficientiy strong to 
cross the gulf. 

Should any information suggest itself to me as necessary for you, or should you think of anything 
necessary for me to inform you of, it will afford me pleasure to furnish it. 

With great respect, your obedient, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Captain L. Warrinetoy. 





[Extract from letter. ] 
Bartiwore, December 21, 1822. 
Steamboat and small vessels will each carry six weeks’ provisions and stores, and that the store 
ship will carry a supply for six months, which quantities you will please to provide. 
(Signed) DPD, PORTER. 
Directed to F. A. THorxtoy, Esq., Purser. 





Wasnineton, July 19, 1824. 


My Dear Sin: On calling at the Navy Office to-day, T received the enclosed copy of a petition from Matan- 
zas; by this time the Terricr must have completed her service on the coast of Florida, and is present in 
the absence of the Ferret, to afford the protection asked for; but in the event of its being otherwise, the 
Wild Cat will arrive in good season, 

Lieutenant Zantzinger arrived to-day. He is desirous of relinquishing command; IT will indulge him 
with leave of absence, and direct Lieutenant Boarman to supersede hint and proceed to sea. ; 

I learn from Lieutenant Zantzinger that the Ferret had gone to New Providence, and of course may 
be expected home, 

The New York papers report the arrival of the Grampus, but give no particular details of her 
cruise since she left us; a letter received by the Secretary from Lieutenant Sloat refers to you for par- 
ticulars. 

Lieutenant Newton states to the Department that the Spark requfres coppering, and that the gun 
slides ought to be surveyed; as the Secretary appears to be particularly anxious to keep the vessels at 
sea, I should hope that the contemplated repairs are not of such magnitude but that they may be deferred 
until the fall, and, as she is in quarantine, an additional delay will attend effecting her outfits. If her 
condition will authorize it, would it not be well to order her to provision and proceed from quarantine on 
a shorter cruise than may originally have been contemplated by you? 

With respect, Tam your obedient servant, 


W. B. FINCH. 


Commodore D. Porrer, commanding, &c., &e. 


Wasnineton, July 20, 1824. 

My Dear Str: I transmit to you advices from the island, received to-day by Lieutenant Oellers, who 
left the Ferret off Indian Head. She will get up to the yard, I expect, in the course of the afternoon, 
and I will put in train any repairs she may want. 

Jam pleased with the general tenor of the reports, and have apprised the Secretary of it; and, for 
his more ready information, will condense the subject into one view. 

A letter has been received to-day from Lieutenant Gallagher, advising the Secretary that the Shark 
is moved io the North river, and, of course, ready for sea. On reference to Mr. Barron, I learn that no 
sailing orders appear to have been prepared for her. ’ 

The Decoy is reported ready, waiting only for a surgeon. Doctor Tieknor has been ordered, and 
there is no doubt that he has by this time joined the ship. In the event of his not having done so, I 
shall order Doctor Morgan, who you will see has reported for duty. 
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In anticipation that you will give sailing orders to the Spark, Shark and Grampnus, I shall write by 
this day’s mail to their respective commanders, so that they may be ready the more promptly to obey 
them; or, if it please you, I will renew the orders under which they have heretofore been acting. I make 
this suggestion, as it is possible you may have special views for one or all of them, 

Since writing the preceding paragraph, I have received Lieut. Sloat’s report, now transmitted. The 
three bodies found about the Tortugas are those of three marines who deserted from the island. 

A duplicate of Lieut. Gallagher's report of the Shark, is transmitted. 

I have been constrained to trouble you with bulky communications, as the subjects and views of the 
writers are various, and such as I cannot in all respects act upon. If your health will not admit of 
giving replies in detail, a mere memorandum from you will enable me to do it. During your absence you 
will necessarily be more at ease, having all transactions connected with your command exhibited to your 
own inspection, in the language of those having in possession, and acting under orders immediately 
emanating from yourself, 


With respect, I am your obedient servant, W. B. FINCH. 


Commodore D, Porter, commanding, &c., &e. 


P. S.—The report from MeIntosh, of the piracy and murder off Escondido, is really alarming. As 
some doubt may exist in reference to it, [have not thought it necessary to state it to the Secretary. 





Wasutneton, July 20, 1824. 

Sir: I beg leave, for your information, to state that by the arrival at this place yesterday of the 
schooner Ferret, from Thompson’s Island, via Nassau, N. P., advices are received to the 2d instant, which 
describe the health of that place to be unusually good: the sick report accompanies this. All the 
improvements directed by the commander-in-chief, as regards buildings for public purposes and individual 
comfort, are progressing in the order contemplated, and their completion to the extent intended may very 
early be realized, Plants of various kinds have been introduced from Cuba, and are in a thriving condi- 
tion. The canals have been deepened so as to admit the sea water into the lagoons, near the seat of 
population: wild grass in that neighborhood has been destroyed, and the beach cleansed of the drift sea- 
weed which lodges along it subject to decomposition; so that all due care seems to be taken to guard 
against the recurrence of the malady, similar to that which visited it last year. The season has been 
dry, the winds refreshing and variable, and the range of the thermometer from 95 to 98 degrees. 

Acting Licut. Farragut, conmanding the Ferret, reports that while at Nassau, about the 10th instant, 
one of his crew, of the name of James Fredenburg, stated himself to be a deserter from IH. B. Majesty’s 
ship Pandorn; and that, in consequence, he gave him over to Captain Du Maigue, commanding H. B. 
Majesty’s ship Kangaroo, The grounds on which Lieut. Farragut acted are, that it was repugnant to 
our regulations to have a foreigner in our service, and as a requital for a similar act of courtesy on the 
part of Capt. Du Maigue, who had not long before returned to the Wild Cat, Lieut. Legare, a deserter 
from one of the West India squadron, As Lieut. Farragut has been governed in this transaction by a 
regard to reciprocity, and not constrained thereto by any act of the British officer, I indulge the expecta- 
tion that you will approve of his proceedings. 

Lieut. Commandant McIntosh, under date of the 2d instant, gives a detailed report of lis cruise in 
the Terrier, along the coast of East Florida, from Cape Sable to Carlos harbor, in search of a reported 
smugeling or piratical establishment, not known to us before precisely; but which he has discovered to 
be situated on a key called Punta Rosa, bearing N. by W. 3 W. from the 5. E. end of Sauybe Island. 
The number of inhabitants, Spantards, are not ascertained with precision, but cannot be many, as there 
are but five thatched houses on the key, which is under the culture of corn, pompions and melons. They 
are oceupied in fishing principally, and have licenses from Cuba to trade therewith. They rely upon the 
protection of our troops at Tampa Bay, regard themselves as belonging to the territory, and feel secure 
in their avocation. Lest, however, they might become lawless, Lieut. McIntosh removed to Thompson’s 
Island two small carriage guns, which were alleged to have been kept to intimidate the Indians, who had 
committed some outrages on them, The place is now so particularly identified that occasional visits 
from the revenue cutter will effectually guard against the illicit introduction of goods, &c., into Florida. 

Lieut. Sloat, commanding the Grampus, reports, under date of the 17th instant, from New York, 
that between the dates of the 4th and 27th he had visited the ports of Campeachy, Alvarado, and Tam- 
pico, in accordance with orders; that rumors prevailed of a piratical vessel being near Campeachy, for 
which he made diligent search fruitlessly. The schooner Jackal was at Tampico, about the 20th, and 
the John Adams near Vera Cruz on the 21st; so that you will perceive all the protection is afforded in 
the Bay of Mexico contemplated in your letter of the 20th instant. 

Lieut. McIntosh, who superseded Lieut. Oellers in command at Thompson’s Island, writes, under 
date of the 4th of July, that an American brig was stated to have been captured by a piratical boat 
near Matanzas, and carried into port Escondido; that he had an accurate description of the boat, and had 
dispatched a barge, together with the Terrier, to effect her rescue. I am encouraged to hope that his 
efforts may meet with success, 

In addition to the protection already afforded to the commerce of Matanzas, you may calculate on 
the services of the Wild Cat, which sailed on Saturday last; so that this demand on the Department is 
answered. 

The force at present in the Bay of Mexico, it is hoped, will succeed in taking or driving away the 
marauders stated by the paper to infest it. The almost simultaneous return of several vessels of the 
West India squadron to the United States it is desirable to guard against; and their cruises have been 
arranged with the view to that object, and the keeping of a suflicient force at all times about Cuba, and 
in the Bay of Mexico, 

On the 15th of July, the schooner Fox had sailed from Tampico for New Orleans, so that at every 
practicable point some of our vessels are seen. 

I cannot but congratulate you on the general good health enjoyed by the respective crews; some 
symptoms of fever have manifested themselves, and some deaths have occurred; this must be expected. 
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Exemption from disease cannot be calculated upon, though I am convinced, by reports from the respective 
officers, that every regard is paid to health, cleanliness and comfort. 


With respect, I have the honor to be 


(Signed ) W. B. FINCH, Captain of the Squadron, 


Dear Str: Captain Finch desired me to enclose to you the above copy of a letter which was handed 
in to the Secretary of the Navy this morning. It was Captain Finch’s intention to have placed it within 
the other enclosures which were directed and sent to you this day, but the want of time prevented him 
from doing so. 

I had the pleasure of seeing Mrs, P. 
your family were all well. 

With the utmost respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 


to-day, who informed me that herself and the other members of 


T. BARRON, 


Commodore ]). Porter. 


Wasnineton, August 9, 1824. 

Sir: T have the honor to report the present state of the vessels of your squadron, now in port, to be 
as follows: 

The John Adams, at Philadelphia, requires that her rudder should be unshipped for examination, 
about the pintles and gudgeons, and may need other overhauling. The period of service of fifty of her 
crew has expired, who have applied for their discharge. 

The Grampus, at New York, is in readiness for sea. 

The Spark, in quarantine at New York, will want repairs and officers. 

The Beagle, also in quarantine at New York, will want a commander and some overhauling. 

The Sea Gull is ready for service, 

The Ferret, ready for service, requires a commander and some men, the latter to be furnished from 
the Jackal. 

The Jackal, at Washington, requires considerable repairs and outfits; the Department has decided 
to sell her. 

Orders have been issued by the Department to Licutenants Mix and Platt to report for service, and 
also to several midshipmen, to supply vacancies. 

The Hornet, Decoy, Shark, Wild Cat and Weasel, have recently sailed on the r respective cruises. 

Lieutenants Dale and Bell are applicants for commands. 

With respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 


W. B. FINCH, Captain of Squadron, 


Commodore D. Porter, Commander-in- Chief, etc., ete. 


Wasnixeton, September 16, 1824. 


My Dear Sir: By letters received from New York, within a day or two, I find that nothing is yet 
doing with the Spark and Beagle, as they are not expected to be released from quarant’ne and admitted 
to the Navy yard for some time. Lieutenant Platt has before this assumed command of the latter vessel. 
I have addressed a written request to the Department, that the necessary instructions may be given to 
the commandant of the yard for their re-equipment as soon as the present restrictions are rescinded. 

Orders were yesterday issued for the shipping of a crew for the Constellation, and T suggested to 
Commodore Rodgers and Mr, Hay the propricty of your being officially informed that she is intended for 
your command, Neither of them, however, can do it, though the commo tore says such is the fact, and 
that I might so assure you; however, on this assurance, | am aware that you will feel a delicacy in 
expressing to the officer commanding at New York any wishes as to the style and character of her equip- 
In the course of a week or ten days the Secretary will be here, when IT suppose you will by him 


ment. 
As the crew will be 


be advised of the appointment of the Constellation as the flag of your squadron. 
rapidly enlisted, probably it would be well that Mr. Thornton should be early ordered, that he may have 
the more time to arrange his books, ete., and be present at New York as the recruits may arrive, I have 
already received four applications for acting lieutenants to join the frigate. 

McKeever’s vessel is quite ready, with the exception of a medical officer, Tay says that T shall 
have one for her. MeKeever some time ago expressed to me a sense of favor by being ordered to the 
command of the Gull, but at the same time signified that it would be preferable to him to be in some 
situation nearer your person; for instance, flag lieutenant, or any other designation you might give to 
him, He is an intelligent, efficient, and genteel officer, and J think you might find him, in a variety of 
ways, useful to you, if immediately under you eye and within reach, 

Accounts from Norfolk state that Captain Sinclair’s life is despaired of, in consequence of another 
paralytic stroke, and poor Farragut’s wife in a critical state from a violent bilious attack. 

I shall wish to leave the city for some days about the 22d inst. There is but little business claiming 
my attention, and you may arrive by that time. - 

Commodore Rodgers secms still disposed to get rid of the Jackal. 
being yet at this yard. 

Your friends here are quite anxious about your health. Tam daily asked if you get better, and am 
mortified in having to say that I have not heard from you since you represented your case as a source of 


I explained the cause of her 


considerable uneasiness to yourself. 
The city is excessively dull, but very healthy. 
offer my respects. 
With great regard, your obliged servant, 


J hope that your family are generally well: please 


W. B. FINCH. 
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P. S.—I should like to relieve Midshipmen Smith and Browning of the Sea Gull, and attach them to 
the Adams, for greater improvement, their places to be supplied by two strangers, who have reported; 
but Dallas says he does not want more than he already has. I suppose Rapalje will go out with him as 
acting surgeon, T wish, also, to detach young Brent, and, with your permission, to put him in the 
frigate. The only objection to him is, a want of self-confidence; as he grows older, that will follow. 
Vl however write to Dallas. 





U.S. Brie Porporse, off Havana, December 7, 1823. 
Sie: You are hereby directed to sail from Havana on Sunday morning next, the Sth inst., with such 
vessels as may require your convoy, and afford them protection as far as the Double Headed Shot Keys: 
you will then proceed to New York with the specie you may have on board belonging to American mer- 
chants, and report your arrival there to the Hon, Secretary of the Navy. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES RAMAGE, 
Lieutenant Commandant Joun P. Zanrzincer, U. S. Schooner Weasel. 





AuLeNton, Thompson’s Island, February 20, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed with the United States schooner Fox under your command to cruise from the 
Colorados to Havana, and to such other places on the north side of Cuba as may be deemed necessary, 
from the information you may receive, to afford the best protection to commerce and suppress piracy. ‘ 

You will be governed by the ‘general instructions” from Commodore Porter; and when supplies of 
any kind are required, you will return here for them. 

Respecttully, your obedicut servant, 
J. WILKINSON. 

Licutenant Commandant Joun T. Rirenir, U.S. Schooner For. 


U.S. Brie Spark, Sacrificios, April 30, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed, without delay, with the United States schooner Weasel, to Tampico, and there 
give protection to our commerce, Should there be any specie destined for the United States or the 
Havana, the property of American citizens, you will receive on board such sums as may be presented. 
The premium for specie to Havana, you will take as your guide the British rule, which does not exceed 
one and half per cent.; treasures for the United States command two per cent. As soon as you have 
received on board such sums as may be offered, you will as speedily as possible rejoin ine at this place. 

I am, with great respect and esteem, yours, &c., 
JOHN T. NEWTON, 

Captain Jonn P. Zanrainerr, U.S. Navy. 


U.S. Barce Gyat, Matanzas, September 4, 1823. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to inform you that, in obedience to your orders of the 19th July, I left the 
Grampus, in company with the cutter under Mr. Sanderson. In the prosecution of those orders, I 
have examined the different keys, bays, inlets, rivers, and harbors of Cuba, both inside and outside, 
the main keys, as far to windward as Guanaha, and with regret am compelled to state that I have been 
unsuccessful in the capture of any pirates. On the 6th of August I was joined by the Midge, Lieutenant 
Platt, at Sagua la Grande, and the next day was compelled to leave that officer and three seamen, with 
the cutter, at Cayo Christo, in consequence of sickness, and to transfer Mr. Sanderson to the Midge. 
On the 16th we got through Canal Canoe, having been six days beating up from St. Juan de los Remedios, 
destitute of provisions, and without a pilot. On getting into Guanaha Bay, I discovered a few small huts 
on Cayo Romano, and beat up as near to them as the channel would admit of, and came to. I directed 
Midshipman Hunter to take an interpreter with him, and proceed to the houses in quest of provisions and 
a pilot. On landing, he was met by two men, whom he addressed, telling them his business, and that he 
was an American. Thinking that they were fishermen, and that they were afraid of him in consequence 
of his being armed, he laid his arms on the beach, and directed the interpreter to do so also. Notwith- 
standing this, they continued to retreat towards the houses, and Mr. Hunter to follow them, until, on 
arriving near the houses, a party of ten or twelve men rushed upon them, and attempted to seize them. 
Mr. Hunter was captured, but the interpreter succeeded in effecting his escape to the boats amid a volley 
of musketry, with no other injury than a slight wound. Immediately on receiving this intelligence, I 
landed with a portion of the crews of both boats, and proceeded to the houses; but the pirates had fled, 
with the exception of three or four, at whom some of our men got a few shots, but with no other effect than 
compelling one of them to drop his load, consisting of liquors, preserved fruits, &c. It being late in the even- 
ing when we arrived at the huts, and our men excessively fatigued from their march, I determined to remain 
there that night, and proceed in pursuit of them the next morning. About midnight, Mr. Hunter returned. 
He informed me that the houses we then occupied were a part of an extensive slaughtering establishment. | 
That immediately on his capture, the pirates took all the horses belonging to it, on which they mounted 
with their provisions, &e., and proceeded about twelve miles in the interior, leaving three or four of their 
gang well mounted at the huts to watch our motions. That he had been released on condition of his 
interceding with me to spare their boats; and that he thought he could pilot us to the place where he 
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left them. At 2 A. M. on the 17th I proceeded with Mr. H. as a guide, and about twenty officers and men 
in pursuit of them. After a painful march, we arrived at the spot where they had encamped the night 
previous; but no traces of them remained, From _ the open nature of the country, and the advantage 
they possessed of being mounted, I was convinced that a further pursuit was hopeless, and therefore 
determined to abandon that mode, and attempt their capture by stratagem. I accordingly seized all the 
boats I could find on the island, and invested them in such a manner that their escape was impossible, 
unless by traveling a distance of eighty miles to the north end of the island. I attempted every stratagem 
that I could devise for their capture or destruction, and in one case with such success, that but for a flash 
of lightning which discovered to them some of our men, their capture was inevitable. We remained on 
the island six days, when our provisions being entirely exhausted, and many of our men sick from the 
constant exposure and fatigue they had undergone, I was compelled to leave them. 1 destroyed their 
boats, three in number, one large and two small ones, and a quantity of arms and ammunition which they 
had left behind them in the hurry of their retreat. Iwas compelled to do this from the impossibility of 
making any progress in our barges with the boats in tow, 

On leaving there, I proceeded to Guanaha, where I obtained a supply of provisions. I learned that 
the villains we had left were part of a gang that was forming under the notorious pirate Antonio El 
Majorcan; that they were twenty in number, and had collected in the vicinity of that place for the purpose 
of seizing a Spanish felucca then in port, and nearly ready for sea, which they intended to fit out as ¢ 
cruiser. J] remained in Guanaha three days, in consequence of a heavy 8. E. gale which prevented my 
proceeding any further to windward, and which, added to a scarcity of provisions, finally compelled me 
In running down the coast, [ examined Cayos Verde and Confitos, and all the 
By discharging the ballast, water, provisions, 
I am satisfied 


to bear up for this port. 
intermediate ports, &c., between them and this place. 
&e., from our boats, we were enabled to ascend to the very source of the Rio Palmas. 
from the shoalness of the water over the bar (varying from six to eighteen inches in depth), the many 
obstructions in the river, and the marshy nature of its banks, that the prevalent opinion of its being a 
piratical depot is not founded on fact. On the 8d instant I arrived here, without having met with any 
disaster, and the officers and crews of all the boats in good health. During the whole of this long and 
arduous cruise, | am happy to state that I received every support from the oflicers and men attached to 
the expedition. Their fortitude, and even cheerfulness under the numerous privations and sufferings 
incident to a eruise in open boats, at this season of the year, was almost without a parallel, and justly 
entitles them to the gratitude of their country, 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS W. FREELONS, Lieut. U.S. Navy. 


Lieut. Commandant Francis H. Grecory, U.S. Schooner Grampus, Matanzas. 


Minntes of a general court-martial, convened at the Navy yard, in the city of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia, on Thursday, the seventh day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-five, by virtue of a precept from the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, dated 
the twenty-third day of June, in the same year, hereunto annexed, and marked A. 

Present: Captain James Barron, president; Captains Thomas Tingey, James Biddle, Charles G. 
Ridgeley, Robert T. Spence, John Downes, John D. Henley, Jesse D. Elliott, James Renshaw, Thomas 
Brown, Chas. C. B. Thompson, Alex. 8. Wadsworth, and George W. Rogers, members, and Richard 3. 
Coxe, judge advocate. 

Captain David Porter appeared, to answer the charges that had been exhibited against him. He was 
asked by the judge advocate whether he had any objection to make to any of the members of the court. 

The aecused, by leave of the court, presented the paper marked B, which he read, and which is 
annexed to the record; whereupon the court was cleared, and after mature consideration, one of the 
members proposed the following question: 

Shall the question whether the judge advocate be subject to challenge, be referred to the Attorney 
General, through the Secretary of the Navy? which was determined in the negative. The question 
was then, on motion, proposed to the court: 

Is the judge advocate liable to be challenged by the accused? 

One of the members of the court said that he did not feel himself competent to decide the question 
without legal advice. At his request the judge advocate was called upon by the court, for his opinion, 
which he gave, as follows: 

Commodore Porter having taken an exception to my acting as judge advocate of the court, and the 
court having intimated a wish that I should give my opinion upon the question whether a challenge or 
exception may be taken by the accused to the judge advocate, 1 am of opinion that the appointment of 
the judge advocate rests with the government; and that he holds his office by the same authority which 
appoints the court; and that neither has the accused a right to make any exception before the court, nor 
has the court a right to decide upon any exception to the judge advocate. That no precedent of such 
challenge having ever been made, has been, or it is believed can be produced, 

After reading this opinion, the question was put and decided in the negative; whereupon the court 
was opened, and the foregoing proceedings announced, 

The oath prescribed by the law in such case was then administered by the judge advocate to the 
president and members of the court. And the oath prescribed to be taken by the judge advocate was 
administered to him by the president. 

The charges and specifications were read by the judge advocate, annexed to the record, and marked 
C, and Captain Porter was asked whether he was guilty or not guilty. Captain Porter requested per- 
mission to postpone, till toznorrow morning, pleading to the same; and at the same time requested per- 
mission of the court to have counsel present in court to aid him—to have a clerk, to take minutes of the 
evidence, and also that he might be furnished with a copy of the charges and specifications, as read by 


the judge advocate. To all these propositions the court acceded; it being understood that the counsel of 
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Captain Porter will be subject to the same restrictions as are usually adopted in courts-martial. Captain 
Porter mentioned Walter Jones, Esq., as the counsel whose presence he desired. 

The court adjourned till ten o’cluck to-morrow morning. 

Fripay, July 8. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, and 
the judge advocate. 

A letter was received from the Secretary of the Navy, which was read, annexed to the record, and 
marked D, whereupon the court adjourned, to ineet at the Marine barracks, in the city of Washington. 

The court being opened pursuant to the adjournment, present as before, and Captain Porter. The 
minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 

Captain Porter was then called upon to plead to the charges. He requested, by way of plea, that he 
might be permitted to read by his counsel, and submit to the court, a paper containing remarks upon the 
charges. This being done, the paper, with the letter addressed to the accused by the Secretary of the 
Navy, therein referred to, covering a copy of the charges, and the copy of the charges furnished to him, 
were annexed to the record, and marked E. F. and G. 

The judge advocate stated to the court that, as the exception therein pointed out by Commodore 
Porter had been waived by the accused, he should proceed with the case upon the charges, as read before 
the court yesterday; that the variation between the two papers which had been pointed out, was, that a 
letter referred to in the one, as dated the thirteenth day of April, was, in the other, by a mistake of the 
copying clerk, dated the thirtieth. 


Alexander J. Dallas, a master commandant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn, 
according to law, (and the other witnesses having been directed to withdraw, ) deposes and says: 

I commanded the John Adams, bearing the pendant of Commodore Porter. We arrived some time in 
November last at St. Thomas, in the island of that name. In the afternoon of the same day, Lieutenant 
Platt, in company with Mr. Cabot, an American gentleman, residing &t St. Thomas, and as I understood 
officiating as commercial agent for the United States, came on board the vessel. They mentioned to 
Commodore Porter that Lieutenant Platt, on a visit to Foxardo, had been very harshly treated by the 
authorities there. The commodore, on receiving this information, determined to visit the place, and 
obtain an apology from those who had ill-treated Lieutenant Platt. 

I was directed the following day to get under way with the John Adams, the Grampus and the 
Beagle being in company, and proceed to as near Foxardo as we could get. ‘The wind proving light, and 
the pilot being of opinion that the draft of water of the John Adams was too great to permit an 
approach near the beach, the commodore directed me to anchor under one of the Passage islands; to get 
out all my boats, and to prepare an hundred and odd men for the expedition. These preparations taking 
so much time as to make it late in the afternoon, I was directed to be ready by one or two in the morning, 
to go on board the Grampus, which vessel would take the boats in tow. I did so, and we got under 
way in the schooner, and arrived the next morning about eight or nine o’clock in the harbor of Foxardo. 

On our arrival there, we were directed to prepare the boats for landing. Immediately after landing, 
a battery was observed on the hill, at which there was a number of men, who, to all appearance, intended 
firing at us. The commodore directed one of the boats to proceed and dislodge the men at the battery, 
and to spike the guns. We then landed, and, after forming the men on the beach, Lieutenant Crabb, 
with a portion of the marines, was directed to advance on the road leading to the town of Foxardo, and 
to take a position there. Lieutenant Stribling was dispatched with a flag of truce and a letter from 
Commodore Porter to the alcalde of the town. Shortly after Mr. Stribling left us, we marched towards 
the town, leaving a guard of marines, under Lieutenant Barton, to take care of the boats. We marched to 
within from twenty to forty yards of where the marines under Lieutenant Crabbe were, where we halted 
to wait the return of Lieutenant Stribling. During our march, we fell in with a battery of two guns, 
which we also spiked. 

After waiting some time in this position, Lieutenant Stribling was discovered returning from the 
town with two officers, who were said to be the alcalde and the captain of the port. A conversation, 
through the medium of an interpreter, took place between Commodore Porter and those persons, which 
resulted in an apology to Lieutenant Platt. The commodore asking the officers whether they were all 
satisfied, to which they assented. The commodore was then invited by the alcalde to visit him in the 
town, The commodore, in company with myself, and several other officers, and the marines under 
Licutenant Crabbe, went so far as to lead us by the force collected; after which, the commodore returned, 
and gave orders for us all to return to the beach. At the beach, the men were refreshed with some grog, 
got into the boats, went on board the Grampus, and returned to the John Adams. 

(Juestion. At what hour did you leave the John Adains, to go to Foxardo? 

Answer. Between one and two in the morning. 

Ques. At what time was it expected you would arrive at your destination? 

Ans. We calculated upon arriving very early in the morning. 

Ques. Did any person from St. Thomas accompany you, besides the pilot? 

Ans. I am under the impression that there was a young gentlemen, whose name I do not recollect. 

Ques. Are you acquainted with the object for taking him? 

Ans. No; Il was not. 

Ques. (By Capt. Rodgers.) Was not the visit of Commodore Porter to Foxardo, for the purpose of 
resenting an insult to the American flag, in the person of Lieut. Platt? 

Ans It was the ostensible object. 

Ques. (By the same.) Were not the arrangements of Commodore Porter to land in daylight? 

Ans. It was his intention to land as early as possible, certainly by daylight; we calculated to arrive 
there by break of day. 

Ques. (By the same.) Could you have made your arrangements to land at night? 

Ans. We could have arranged to land at any time of the night. 

Ques. (By the same.) In what positions did the schooners anchor in the harbor of Foxardo? 

Ans. The Grampus anchored nearly opposite to the battery I have alluded to; the Beagle further up 
in the harbor. 
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Ques. Were the colors flying on board the schooners when they entered the harbor, and when they 
anchored? 

Ans. I think they were. 

Ques. Was the force dispatched to dislodge the Spaniards from the battery before or after the land- 
ing of Commodore Porter? 

Ans. Before. 

Ques. Had it returned before the landing? 

Ans. No. 

(Jues. At what time did it join the main party, and where? 

Ans. It joined us on the beach, and almost immediately on our landing. 

(Jues. How many men and officers landed? 

Ans. I presume near two hundred. 

QJues. How were they armed? 

Ans. With muskets, bayonets, pistols, cutlasses and boarding-pikes. 

QVJues. How long after you landed was Lieut. Stribling dispatched to the town? 

Ans. Almost immediately, or soon after our landing. 

(ues. What amount of force had the Spaniards collected? 

Ans. I cannot say what amount; but in passing them there appeared to be about sixty or seventy 
men with a field piece. 

Ques. Did they appear to be regular troops or militia? 

Ans. They had the appearance of militia; they were not in uniform. 

Ques. Was there any complaint made to the authorities at Foxardo, or communication had with them 
by Commodore Porter on the subject of the insult offered to Lieutenant Platt, before you landed? 

Ans. None that I knew of. 

Ques. (By Capt. Rodgers.) Do you not think that the most effective way to obtain redress was by 
landing? 

Ans. Yes. 

(Jues. (By Capt. Wadsworth.) At the time of your landing, was any inquiry made by the Spaniards 
as to what force it was? 

Ans. None; I do not think there was an individual to be seen on the beach. 

Ques. (By Capt. Ridgely.) Was there any act of hostility committed against any of the subjects of 
the King of Spain, previous to or after landing? 

Ans. The boat that was sent to dislodge the men and spike the guns at the battery succeeded 
in the object; whether that was an act of hostility must be left to the court; if itwas not, I know of none. 

Ques. (By Capt. Tingey.) Was this act of courtesy by the authorities of Foxardo, by invitation 
into the town, after those transactions that you have related? 

Ans. Yes. 

(ues. (By the same.) Was any complaint or remonstrance made by the authorities at Foxardo to 
Commodore Porter, at any time during his stay on shore, against his proceeedings there? 

Ans. None that I know of. 

Ques. (By Capt. Wadsworth.) Do you know the nature of the apology made by the alealde and 
the captain of the port, which you say was satisfactory to Commodore Porter, and the officers accompany- 
ing him? 

Ans. The apology was made to Lieutenant Platt for the injury done him; but I am not able to state 
the terms of it. 

Ques. (By Capt. Brown.) What was the deportment of Commodore Porter towards the Spanish 
officers whom he met? 

Ans. Gentlemanly and proper. 

Ques. (By Capt. Henley.) Did Commodore Porter consult with you previous to his landing? If yea, 
state the amount of the consultation. 

Ans. He did not consult me. 

Ques. (By Capt. Ridgeley.) What was the conduct of the officers and men who landed, towards 
the subjects of the King of Spain whom they met? 

Ans. We landed as I have stated, and marched up towards the town, committing no personal violence 
against any one; the conduct of the officers and men was correct. 

(Jues. (By Capt. Elliott.) From what you could perceive in Commodore Porter, previous to, at, and 
after his landing, with his force, at Foxardo, was he actuated by any other motive than to obtain an 
apology for the insult offered to one of the officers of his squadron? 

Ans. It appeared to me the only motive. 

Ques. (By Capt. Ridgeley.) Was not the place where you landed considered as one of the ren- 
dezvous of pirates. 

Ans. It had been frequently said so; I knew nothing of it personally. 

(Jues. In the conversation between Commodore Porter and the authorities of Foxardo, was anything 
said on the subject of piracy or pirates, and was any demand made for pirates, or for property plundered 
by them? 

Ans. None that I know of. I was not near enough, however, to hear the conversation between them; 
and it was not until the commodore asked the officers if they were satisfied with the apology that I 
approached near enough vo hear them. 


Cross-examined: 
Questions by Commodore Porter to Capt. Dallas. 
ues, Were not our proper colors hoisted, both on the schooners and boats, when they came in sight 

of the harbor, and during the whole time of the approach and of the landing? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques, Was not everything done openly and fairly, and in my own character, without any attempt to 
deceive? 

Ans. Yes. 

(dues. Did I not land in my uniform, though advised by some of my officers to take it off, lest it 
should make me too conspicuous? 
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Ans. You landed in your uniform; I do not recollect any advice. 

Ques. Did you not, under all circumstances, consider it an effectual course on my part, to secure the 
officers from insult and interruption, whilst engaged in the pursuit of pirates in that quarter, by intimi- 
dating the inhabitants of those towns or districts, suspected of harboring and assisting the pirates? 

Ans. Certainly, I think it was a course that would intimidate other places supposed to be a recep- 
tacle for pirates, and calculated to prevent them from suffering them tu come there, and a means of 
obliging them to pay more respect unto our officers, 

Ques. Were not the guns training on us at the time I ordered the party to land and spike them? 

Ans. I think they were endeavoring to train them on us. 

Vues. Did not Lieut. Stribling, on his return with the flag, inform me that the people or authorities 
of Foxardo had heard of my coming and were preparing resistance? 

Ans. I heard of the circumstance, but do not recollect how or from whom I heard it. 

Ques. Were not my orders to the party who landed, to spike the guns, without injury to the person 
or the property of any of the inhabitants; not to fire unless first fired upon, and generally to respect the 
persons and property of the inhabitants? 

Ans. I consider those as the orders that were given. 

QVJues. Did any of the main body enter the town of Foxardo? and was not our whole force so disposed 
as to impress the people with a sense of our disposition, and our power to repel and punish aggression; 
at the same time that all actual violence was avoided? 

Ans. The main body did not enter the town. To the latter clause of your question, I answer yes. 

Ques. Was not the grog sent to the beach as a present from the town to the men? 

Ans. I did not understand it in that way. The purser was directed to procure some, and when he 
offered to pay the person from whom he procured it, he was refused, and told it was intended as a pre- 
sent. The person from whom it was procured was one of those who accompanied the alcade and the flag. 

QVJues. After the negotiations and explanations were ended, did not the authorities and inhabitants 
appear well satisfied and acquiescent in my proceedings? 

Ans. They accompanied us in considerable numbers down to the boats, and there was no other ap- 
pearance than that of a good understanding between all parties. 


Charles T. Platt, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 

On the 24th October, between the hours of seven and cight in the morning, Mr. Bedford, a clerk in 
the house of Messrs. Cabot & Bailey, commercial agents at St. Thomas, with a letter from those gentle- 
men, came on board the Beagle, then under my command, lying in the harbor of St. Thomas, informing 
me that their store had been robbed the preceding night, of goods to not less than the amount of $5,000. 
The letter contained a request for me to go in search of the goods. I then went ashore, and inquired of 
the merchants in that place who had been previously robbed, in order to ascertain whether I would be 
justifiable in proceeding in search of these goods to Foxardo, at the east end of Porto Rico. On making 
the inquiry, I was perfectly satisfied as far as I could be, without knowing positively, that the goods 
were then on their way to Foxardo. I accordingly got under way as speedily as I could, taking on 
board with me a pilot, and a clerk of Messrs. Cabot & Bailey, with a description of the goods contained 
in the advertisement herewith presented to the court, annexed, and marked 1. On the evening of the 
26th, about 6 o'clock, I anchored in the harbor of Foxardo, with my colors flying. I was anxious, if 
possible, to get ou shore that night, but my pilot, who acted not merely in that capacity, but as my 
guide and interpreter on shore, through i ignorance or otherwise, declined going, stating that he was not 
able tou show me the way at that late hour. In the morning of the 27th, at an early hour, a boat came 
alongside, with some person in it, bearing the appearance of a soldier, who informed me that the 
captain of the port was anxious to see me on shore, presenting his compliments at the same time. 
I was at that time preparing to go on shore. I was somewhat fearful that the character of the 
vessel was not known on shore. I asked the man if the character of the vessel was known on 
shore. He answered that it was. Lest he might have been mistaken, I told him to inform his com- 
manding officer that it was the United States se hooner Be: i@le, and that I should be on shore as soon as 
possible. So soon afterwards as was practicable, in company with Lieutenant Ritchie, Mr. Bedford, and 
the pilot, I visited the shore. On my landing, I was told that I could not proceed to town. This, 
however, I received from a parcel of ragamuflins, who appeared to me more like highwaymen, than 
anything I could compare them to. I attempted after this to go again on board my vessel; I was 
prevented from doing so. This led me to inquire what was the meaning of this course of conduct; 
whether they were authorized? I was informed by a citizen standing there, that they had uo authority 
to detain me. In evidence of which, horses were procured (without my asking) by the citizens there for 
myself and all who were with me, to ride up to the village. On my arrival at the village, I reported 
myself, having been advised so to do by some of the citizens, first to the captain of the port; made 
known to him my business, the object of my visit, and reason for my appearing in citizen’s dress, and 
also a letter to a Mr. Campos, showing the character of enacts and vessel. Mr. Campos was a man who, 
from his wealth, stood high as a person of respectability. The captain of the port appeared to be perfect- 
ly satisfied with the character of myself and my vessel, took down the names of the officers and the force 
of the vessel, then directed me to call on the alealde. I did so, and pursued the same course with him 
as with the captain of the port. He also appeared perfectly satisfied, and approved very much of my 
having come on shore in citizen’s dress; said it was a very prudent and necessary precaution. He also 
expressed a confidence in suceceding in securing the goods; said he had no doubt but he should be able 
to procure them before night. This conversation was private; there might have been others in the room, 
but none were I believe within hearing, but the interpreter and ourselves. 

The court, not being able to complete the examination of Lieut. Platt, adjourned till to-morrow 
morning, at 10 o’clock. 

Saturpay, July 9. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court 
(excepting Captain Elliott), the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. 

The president announced to the court that Captain Elliott was sick and confined to his bed, and 
wholly unable to attend the meeting of the court to-day. The accused stated that he had no objection to 
the court proceeding in the business before it, and that when Captain Elliott should be able to resume his 
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seat, the proceedings of the court during his absence should be read to him. Whereupon the court 
decided to proceed in the case. 


The court resumed the examination of Lieutenant Platt: 


The alealde then informed me that the recovery of the goods might probably be attended with 
some expense, I stated to him that if it were necessary to offer a reward IT was authorized to offer a 
reward of one thousand dollars, for which I considered the handbill yesterday presented to the court as a 
sufficient authority. I then proposed to the alealde the propriety of my visiting the different stores, with 
the police and the clerk I had brought, for the purpose of examining and identifying the goods, The 
alealde observed that, as I had very properly come on shore in citizen’s dress to prevent any suspicion, 
it was advisable to let the matter rest entirely with him; that, were I to accompany him, though in 
citizen’s dress, suspicion might be excited. I then left his offic e under the impression that the eoods 
would be procured before night by the police of the place. A short time after I received a message from 
the alcalde, saying that he wished to see me at his office; T was then fully under the impression that he 
had obtained some information which would lead to the recovery of the goods. Under this impression I 
went over to the office, accompanied by Lieut. Ritchie and the pilot. On my arrival | inquired of the 
alealde whether he had sent for me, and for what purpose. I was answered by the captain of the port, 
in the most insulting, most provoking, and most aggravating manner that it is possible to imagine, 
saying that he had sent for me himself, to demand of me my register, on the refusal of which he would 
confine me in prison. I told them that I thought I had already satisfied them of the character of the 
vessel; that Thad no register to show them; that a man-of-war carried none; that my commission, my 
uniform, and my colors, were all that I had to show to establish my character; that T had already offered 
to exhibit these, which they considered unnecessary, being perfectly satisfied of my character without it. 
I then expressed my astonishment at the course of conduct they had pursued, so unexpected and so 
unprecedented; and, furthermore, that I conceived it to be a duty which I owed to my country, to 
myself, and to the officers under my command, to make a formal report of their conduct to Commodore 
Porter. Lest, however, they might deny having confined me, I left the office with the intention of 
returning on board my vessel, and leaving the port, not considering myself as a prisoner by their mere 
say-so. I had proceeded about five rods from the alcalde’s house when I was pursued by the alcalde 
himself and two soldiers; the alealde himself seized me by the collar. I was brought back and placed 
under charge of a sentry. After perhaps an hour’s debate, among themselves, I inquired of their inter- 
preter what they meant to do; he informed me that, as they were not satisfied with my character, my 
having shown no evidence thereof, they were determined to keep me confined until I should produce some 
such evide nce, or they should hear from St. John’s. [then requested permission to go on board with 
any officer they might choose to send, whom I pledged to satisfy of the character of myself and vessel. 
This, however, was denied me, I then requested that I might send Mr. Ritchie or the pilot on board; 
that they might keep me in bondage if they chose. All was denied me. There was no chance left. I 
then made another proposition, that I should send a note by any officer of theirs whom they pleased, and 
pledge myself that, if he did not return, they might then do with me as they thought proper. This was 
refused. After perhaps another hour, they permitted me to send Mr. Bedford on board for my commis- 
sion, which, at the time, they said was all they would require. I however, directed him to bring my 
commission and uniform, So soon as he returned, I put on my uniform and presented my commissii 
After consulting again for perhaps half an hour, they pronounced my commission a forgery, and me and 
my Officers a damned pack of pirates. I then, finding the probability of my being contined there some- 
time, proposed the propriety of going to some decent “house, where they might place sentry over me. In 
answer to this, the King’s house was recommended, as I understood. I being, at the time, fully under 
the impression that the King’s house was the most genteel house in the place, invited Mr. Ritekie, and 
even the pilot, to accompany me, they being prisoners like myself. On my approaching near enough to 
discover that it was a mere guard-house, well calculated to produce the yellow fever or plague, I declined 
taking up my lodgings there unless they forced me to do it. After some few minutes they consented to 
let me return to the alcalde’s office under charge of a sentry. Being fully aware of my unpleasant situa- 
tion, I again, although repugnant to my feelings, did ask the interpreter what furthermore they required 
of me. After making the inquiry of the proper authorities, he answered that I had shown no other com- 
mission than one as lieutenant, and not one as lieutenant commandant. They were determined to keep 
me there until they could hear from St. John’s, or until I produced something that was satisfactory. I 
asked permission to send Mr. Bedford again on board, which was granted. I directed him to bring all 
my papers on shore, that I might come across some paper which might be satisfactory, and which it 
would not be improper to show them. On the return of Mr. Bedford, IT produced the orders from Commo- 
dore Porter to me, directing me su take command of the Beagle. They told me an appointment of that 
kind could not emanate from anything less than an admiral, and that the *y were thoroughly satisfied that 
I was a pirate. As for Commodore Porter, there was no such man in our navy, and that I could not 
hoax them in that way. They still continued me confined until a late hour in the afternoon; towards 
sundown, they, without any further application from me, and for what reason I know not, released me 
and allowed me to go aboard my vessel. We left the village, mortified, very properly, hissed at by the 
ruffscuff of the place; went on board, got under way, and proceeded to St. Thomas. 

On the 12th November, Commodore Porter arrived at St. Thomas, in the John Adams; as soon as he 
came to anchor, I visited the vessel, reported myself to him, and mentioned to him the circumstances 
which led to my visit to Foxardo, and the treatment I had met with. The commodore informed me it was 
necessary I should make out a written report. I stated to him it should have been prepared, had I 
expected him so soon, and that he should have it. The commodore said that, if cireumstances justific d 
my going in the manner in which I went, that he would visit Foxardo, and obtain redress for the insult 
offered to me and to the flag. I referred the commodore to Messrs. Cabot and Bailey, and to Mr. Furness— 
both houses being commercial agents at that place. I went on shore at the request of the commodore, 
to request Mr, Cabot to come on board, (Mr, Furness was then on board,) and to procure a pilot to carry 
us to Foxardo. Mr. Cabot returned on board with me. The next morning I got under way with the 
Beagle, having the pilot on board, stood out of the harbor of St. Thomas to join the John Adams, then 
under way, delivered my written report to the commodore, and was directed by him to proceed ahead 
with the pilot for Foxardo, The wind, however, proved light, and - ampelled to lay to, off and 
on, during the night. The next morning I was hailed from the & 45, ana ‘ed to proceed ahead as 
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before. For reasons unknown to me, the commodore gave an order, and the vessels came to anchor about 
nine o’clock in the morning of the 13th, under the lee of Passage Island, At midnight of the 13th, the 
Grampus, Beagle, the barges and boats of the Adams, with as many officers and men as could conveniently 
be spared, got under way, and, about eight o’clock next morning, arrived in the harbor of Foxardo, The 
barges were manned and oflicered; one barge was sent to attack a fort on an eminence, mounting two 
guns. The rest of the men landed on the beach. The Grampus was anchored off the battery; the Beagle, 
passing by the battery, anchored so as to cover the landing of the men. I was directed by Commodore 
Porter, as he passed me, to follow him with as many men as I could conveniently carry in my boat. 
Lieut. Stribling, about the time of our landing, was dispatched to the town with a flag of truce, and a 
communication from Commodore Porter to the authorities of the place. About fifteen minutes after our 
landing, we were directed to fall into line, and march up. We got there in perhaps about fifteen or 
twenty minutes from the time we started from the beach. On the outskirts of the town, I mentioned to 
the commodore that there were two guns on a causeway, on the road to the village. He ordered some 
officers and inen to spike them. After arriving at about forty or fifty rods from the village, we halted; a 
short time after, we discovered a white flag, which proved to be the flag of Licut. Stribling, accompanied 
by the alealde, the captain of the port, the interpreter, and a number of the citizens. When they met 
Commodore Porter, they professed their ignorance of the object of his visit. The commodore stated to 
them that they ought to have known the object of his visit from the tenor of his note; that he came there 
for the purpose of obtaining suitable redress, or an apology, for the insult that had been offered to the flag 
of the United States in my person, (pointing to me.) This seemed, at first, to create some considerable 
astonishinent on their part, that they should be accused of having treated me in any way improper. The 
commodore then asked the alcalde, in a very positive manner, whether he had not imprisoned me. His 
answer was, that he had—after knowing my character, as an officer in the United States navy; but, that 
he was not to blame, for that he had been compelled to do it by others. 

The commodore then t) him that, as he was the chief magistrate of the place, he had nothing to do 
with others, and that he should regard him as responsible for any acts of violence that might have been 
committed on ine; that there was then no time for any altercation; that the time had expired, within five 
or seven minutes, which he had allowed them; that an apology was necessary—such a one as should be 
dictated by him; a refusal of which would compel him to resort to arms, which should terminate in the 
final destruction of the village. An apology was made. It was, that they had imprisoned me wrongfully; 
that they were sorry for it, and that, in future, they would respect United States naval officers, as their 
character deserved. After that, we were pressingly invited to come into the village, and strongly urged 
to take some refreshments. Commodore Porter did advance—passed by a six-pounder, which was primed, 
and a@ man standing by with a lighted match, and a number of armed men that had been collected. 
He then ordered us to return to the beach, without entering into the heart of the village. The commodore 
informed me, at the beach, that it was at first his intention to have accepted the invitation, and entered 
the village with the men, but, apprehensive that some difficulties might arise amongst the sailors and 
men, he thought it better to return, and have the refreshments brought down to the beach. The refresh- 
ments were brought down, we partook of them, proceeded to sea, and rejoined the John Adams. 

(Juestion, Was it the object of your visit to Foxardo, to recover the property that had been stolen at 
St. Thomas, or to obtain the persons who had perpetrated the robbery, or both? 

Answer, The object of my visit was to obtain the property, and the pirates, as they were supposed 
to be, through the police, and through them only. 

(Jues. Was the United States flag flying on board the Beagle, during the time that she lay in the 
harbor.of Foxardo? 

Ans. The flag was flying when we arrived, and was hoisted again at nine o’clock, on the following 
morning, as I presume, such being my orders, and such the regulations of the service. 

(Jues. Was there any flag, ensign, or other distinction, displayed at the time of your landing? 

Ans. None, ‘ 

(Jues. When you landed, do you suppose that the Beagle was known on shore to be an American man- 
of-war? 

Ans. I feel perfectly satisfied that her character was known. 

(Jues. Were there many persons on the shore who saw you land from her? 

Ans. Probably fifteen or twenty. 

Ques. What was your object in landing without your uniform? 

Ans. To prevent any suspicion on the part of the boats in the harbor of which there was a great 
number. 

Ques. Could not the flag of the vessel be seen as well from those boats as from the village of Foxardo, 
and the character of the Beagle as well ascertained? 

Ans. Yes, but all merchant vessels carry the same flag that we did. 

Ques. Had you, when you landed, any document of any description to verify your claim to the cha- 
racter of an American officer? If so, what was it? 

Ans. We carried a letter from one of the most respectable mercantile houses in St. Thomas, to Mr. 
John Campos, a merchant in Foxardo. 

Ques. Was that an open or sealed letter? 

Ans. It was a sealed letter, but had been read to me before it was sealed. It was given me for the 
purpose of enabling me to go on shore in disguise. 

Ques. Did you see Mr. Carrpos while on shore? 

Ans. I met him at the eatrance of the village, before seeing the captain of the port and the 
alcalde? 

(Jues. When did you hand him the letter? 

Ans. The moment I arrived at the village. 

(ues. Did he accompany you to the house of the captain of the port and the alcalde? 

Ans. He was at the captains’s of the port, I think, and certainly at the alcalde’s, and read the letter 
to them both in my presence. 

(Jues. Do you know whether Mr. Campos had, or had not, at that time, in his possession, the goods of 
which you were in search? 

Ans. I do not know personally; I can only judge from the evidence that I brought home, and am fully 
under the impression that he was, at that time, in possession of the goods. 
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Ques. When you were interrupted on the beach on your landing, do you suppose those who did it 
knew you to be an American officer? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. From what circumstance? 

Ans. Because they had sent a boat alongside of me, and said they knew my character, and I had 
sent word to them before landing of my character. 

Ques. Did you inform the citizens, who interfered in your behalf on the beach, who you were, and 
what was the object of your visit? 

Ans. I mentioned that I was an American officer in command of the Beagle, and that I wished to 
report myself to the proper authorities, 

Ques. Did you in person proceed to any of the stores in town, to inquire after the goods you were in 
quest of? 

Ans. I was in no store in the place, except Mr. Campos’ store, when I went to see him. I was in one 
other, the store of the gentleman who had lent me lis horse; T was asked into lis house, and passed into 
the store, but no further, and, with Mr. Bedford, privately examined some of the goods, to see if they 
corresponded with what had been taken. This was not done with the view of interfering with the 
authorities. 

Ques. Did you see Mr. Campos after you first left the office of the alcalde? 

Ans. Yes; I found him there when I went to the alcalde’s, after being sent for; he was engaged in 
conversation with the rest, and appeared very much confused. 

(ues. Did you appeal to him to verify your character, and what was his reply? 

Ans. I appealed to him; he replied that he had stated my character; urged Mr. Bedford and myself 
to go to another place to look for the goods, which I declined; he offered us horses to go, and I believe 
that if I had been disposed to go, they would have released us. 

Ques. During the period that elapsed between your first visit to Foxardo, and your seeing Commo- 
dore Porter, at St. Thomas, had you made any report of the affair to him or to the government? 

Ans. None, whatever. I expected him at St. Thomas, (where I was directed to await his arrival, ) 
though not so soon as he actually came. 

Ques. Did you during that period, consider that the flag of the United States had received an insult 
which required atonement? 

Ans. Yes, I did. 

QVJues. Did Mr. Bedford, or any other person, accompany you to Foxardo, on the second visit? and if 
so, for what purpose? 

Ans. Mr. Bedford went down on the second visit, but did not not land. The object was that, if any 
discovery should be made, he might be there to identify the goods. " 

(Juex. In the conversations between Commodore Porter and the authorities, was anything said on the 
subject of those goods, and what? 

Ans. I do not recollect that anything was said on the subject. 

Ques. What is the distance betwen the beach where you landed, and the village of Foxardv? 

Ans. About a mile and a half. 

QJues. Had any complaint been made, or explanation asked, either by yourself or Commodore Porter, 
for the insult you had received, cither of the authorities at Foxardo, or of the island, before your second 
visit? ; 

Ans. None by myself, and none that I know of by the Commodore. 

Ques. (By Captain Rodgers.) What is the character of the inhabitants of Foxardo? Is it considered 
a place of refuge for pirates, and are not pirates openly protected there? 

Ans. Yes, | have heard so; I have understood that hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of pro- 
perty had been stolen at St. Thomas, and remnants, or parts of the goods, discovered there and in the 
neighborhood. 

(Jues. (By Captain Thompson.) Will you please to state to the court the particular instruction under 
which you thought yourself authorized to land at Foxardo, in order to recover the property in question? 

Ans. The instructions under which I acted were the general instructions from Commodore Porter, of 
which I was furnished with a copy, as well as the other vessels in the squadron, annexed and marked H. 

(Vues. (By same.) Do you know the house of Cabot, Bailey & Co. to be accredited agents of the 
Government of the United States? 

Ans. I know them to be respected as such by the authorities at St. Thomas, and that they act as 
magistrates; I mean that Mr. Cabot is. 2 

Cross-examined by the accused: 

Questions to Lieutenant Platt by Commodore Porter. 

(Juestion, Had not the Island of Porto Rico, and especially the district about Foxardo, been notorious, 
from common report, before and at the time of your visit, as a rendezvous and refuge for such of the 
pirates as were unable to keep the sea, who were generally said to make that their retreat with their 
plunder, after marauding expeditions? 

Answer, Yes. 

Ques. Were not those reports communicated to me, and did I not receive frequent and heavy com- 
plaints of the piratical character of Foxardo and the country around? 

Ans. Yes; I was present at a conversation between Commodore Porter and respectable merchants at 
St. Thomas, after his arrival on the 12th of November; they stated that protection was afforded to pirates 
by the inhabitants of Foxardo; that they were generally believed to be concerned with the pirates They 
referred him to respectable gentlemen on shore, who had letters from respectable people to that effect. ° 

(Jues, Were not the guns of the battery trained on the Grampus, as she lay abreast of the battery, 
before any order was given to land? 

Ans. I do not know; they were so trained before they left the Grampus. 

Ques. Did the party who had landed to strike the guns, make any attack or offer any violence to the 
persons at the battery, or use any force to dislodge them? ° 

Ans. The party landed and took possession of the fort; the Spaniards abandoned it before our men 


reached them. 
Ques. Was not the most perfect order preserved among our men on the march to Foxardo? 
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Ans. Yes. 

Ques. Was any violence or injury of any kind committed by any of our men upon the persons or 
property of any of the inhabitants? 

Ans. None whatever. 

Ques. Were not the grog shops on the road from the harbor to the town thrown open, and temptingly 
set out with drink, and without any protection? 

Ans. They were; liquor was brought out and offered to me as we were returning; I did not see any- 
thing of the sort as we went up. 

(ues. Did you see or hear of any instance of the men’s quitting their ranks to enter these shops; 
and had they any other means of getting refreshment until their return to the beach? 

Ans. None whatever. 

Ques. Were you near us during my conference with the alcalde; and did you hear distinctly what 
passed? 

Ans. Yes; I was alongside of him. 

Ques. Did I not exact, in addition to the apology for their ill-treatment of you, a promise that aid 
and assistance should be furnished, and respect shown to American officers, who might go to Foxardo in 
pursuit of pirates; and did not the alcalde promise such aid and respect, so far as lay in his power? 

Ans. Yes; that they should be respected, and the alcalde promised it. 

(Jues. Did not the alealde, on being asked by me why he had put you in confinement, say that he 
could not avoid it; that he had been compelled to do so by the others? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. Did you not understand from the said conversation, and the excuses made by the alcalde, that 
there was some mystery in the transaction; and that the regular authorities of the place had been inter- 
rupted, and forced from their duty by the irregular interference of unauthorized persons? 

Ans. J drew that conclusion from the conversation that passed and the apology made. 

(vues. Did you not ask the alcalde in my presence, if the goods had been recovered, and did he not 
answer no? 

Ans. I do not recollect anything of the kind, 

(ues. Did you know at the time you went first to Foxardo, that Campos had the goods, or did you 
get the information afterwards? 

Ans. I received the information since, 

Ques. Did you hear from many of the persons on shore, after my interview with the alcalde, that 
they had been expecting me, and preparing to resist me? 

Ans. I understood from the interpreter that the visit was not unexpected to him; that he antici- 
pated it. 

Ques. Did not the alealde, and the inhabitants generally, appear to be perfectly satisfied with my 
proceedings, and did we not all part in good fellowship, and with mutual civilities? 

Ans. They did. 

Ques. Did you hear any complaint from any of the inhabitants, of my landing, or of the treatment 
they received? 

Ans. None whateevr. 

Ques. Upon your arrival at St. Thomas, after your confinement at Foxardo, what American officer 
did you find in command there; and did you report to him, either verbally or in writing; or did you give 
him information of what had passed at Foxardo; and what advice or instructions did he give you? 

Ans. Lieutenant Sloat came in some days after. I informed him what had passed, but made no 
formal report to him. He expressed an-opinion that it was no more than we had a right to expect from 
them, but gave no advice. 

Ques. Did you make a formal report to me of those transactions, immediately on my arrival at St. 
Thomas? 

Ans. I did, as I have before stated. 

(Jues. Did you afterwards convoy vessels to Ponce, Porto Rico, or go there on other official business, 
hy order of Lieutenant Sloat; and how were you received and treated there, by the authorities and inhabi- 
tants? Was it not with marked distinction and hospitality? 

Ans. I went, not only by orders of Lieutenant Sloat, but of myself. I visited Ponce some time 
after, in consequence of the accompanying letter from Mr, Furness (read, annexed to the record, and 
marked 2,) where I was received with the greatest possible attention and respect. I was invited to a 
public dinner, where there were about forty of the most respectable citizens; and it was known that I 
was the same person who had visited Foxardo, and I landed in the same uniform that I had on at Foxar- 
do. The particulars of my visit appear in a report made by me to Commodore Porter, dated February 
10th, 1825 (read, annexed, and marked 3), 

(ues. Did they make any such remark as this, that they were determined to show by their conduct 
towards you, that they were not pirates, and did you understand them as alluding to the affair of Foxardo? 

Ans. No; I understood they were mortified at the treatment I had received at Foxardo, and were 
determined to show they were a different sort of people. 

Ques. Did not some of the most respectable inhabitants of Foxardo apologize for the conduct of the 
alealde, towards you, by saying he was somehow under the influence of the populace? 

Ans. Yes; the interpreter himself told me that the alcalde was swayed by others, and an Irish 
gentleman there took a very active part on the occasion. 

The court adjourned until 10 o’clock on Monday morning. 


Monpay, July 11. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: all the members of the court (ex- 
cepting Captain Wadsworth), the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. 

A letter was read to the court, from Captain Wadsworth to the president, accompanied with a cer- 
tificate from his attending physician, stating that he was too much indisposed to be able to attend the 
court-martial this day. 

The court (the accused assenting) took the same order on this occasion as on Saturday, in conse- 
quence of the absence of Captain Elliott. 

The minutes of the proceedings of Saturday were then read by the judge advocate. 
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The examination of Lieutenant Platt was resumed: 

Ques. (By the president of the court.) How far is it from Foxardo to St. Johns, and is the commu- 
nication between the places frequent? 

Ans. I understand the distance is about forty or forty-five miles, and that the communications be- 
tween the places are daily. 

Ques. (By Captain Porter.) Was it generally anticipated and understood by the officers of the nay y 
on the station, and by the persons at St. Thomas, who had heard of the treatment you had received at 
Foxardo, that I should proceed to the latter place and get satisfaction for their condue t, and that in so 
doing I should land with an armed force, and march to the town? 

Ans. It was hoped by the merchants and respectable citizens of the place that such would be the 
case, and was wished for by the officers on the station. 

(ues. Did this general anticipation of my intended course proceed from any communication from 
me, to the officers or others, of my intended operations, or merely from the gener: ul opinion of the propri- 
e ty or necessity of the measure? 

Ans. From the opinion of the propriety and necessity of the measure. 

Ques. Was it the general opinion, and your own, that the course which it was supposed T intended 
to pursue was a necessary and effectual measure to repress piracy, and ensure respect and protection to 
our officers and detachments, when landing in the discharge of their duty? 

Ans. Yes, it was thought to be necessary that such a stand should be taken, until it happened no 
vessel dared leave the port without the protection of a man-of-war, 

(ues. Was it the general opinion, and your own, from your experience of the consequences of the 
operation at Foxardo, that it had made the most beneficial impression, and had produced effects of great 
practical utility in the acc romplishment of the general objects of our cruise, the suppression of pirac y? 

Ans. It was decidedly my impression; and the subse quent treatment Ihave received from the : authori- 
ties in the Spanish West India islands, and their conduct since, has created this impression. I never 
before knew of any aid or assistance being furnished by the authorities of Porto Rico; it has been done 
since. 

Ques. Had you not been cruising a considerable time before your first visit to Foxardo, in the neigh- 
borhood of that place and St. Thomas in the Beagle? Was not the Beagle well known in those parts— 
and was there not daily and hourly intercourse by means of small boats between St. Thomas and Foxardo? 

Ans. Yes, I had been on the station a short time. IT had been cruising in the neighborhood of Fox- 
ardo within sight of the cast end of the island, before I went to St. Thomas, and there was a constant 
communication between Foxardo and St. Thomas. 

The examination of this witness being closed, at the request of a member who had a proposition to 
submit, the court was cleared. 

The proposition having been submitted, after deliberating upon the same, the court adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

It appearing to the court that what purports to be the proceedings of this court, and particularly 
the evidence given by the witnesses who have heretofore been examined, have been published in a news- 
paper of this city; and this course appearing highly objectionable, and, in particular, virtually annulling 
a special rule of all courts-martial—that no witness, previous to his examination, shall be permitted to 
know what testimony has been given by any other person; it is ordered by the court that no spectator, 
other than such persons as may be partic ularly employed by Captain Porter, and for his use, be permitted 
to take minutes of the proceedings of the court. 

Whereupon, the court was opened, and the foregoing proceetlings announced. 


Robert Ritchie, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn, according to law, 
deposes and says: 

I landed, in company with Mr. Platt, at Foxardo, on the morning of the 27th of October. Mr. Bed- 
ford, a clerk of Messrs. Cabot and Bailey, and the pilot, were in company. It was about six or seven in 
the morning. We met a number of menon the beach. One man, with a cutlass in his hand, but without 
any appearance of being an officer or soldier, addressed Lieutenant Platt, asked him for his register. 
Lieutenant Platt replied that he carried no register—told him what vessel it was—that it was the United 
States schooner Beagle. He inquired for the captain of the port, and was told he lived at Foxardo. One 
of the citizens offered to show us the way, and we started off We saw the captain of the port on our 
arrival at the town—told him our business. Mr. Platt told him he had come on shore in citizen’s dress; 
that he had brought with him a clerk of the house whose goods had been stolen, The captain of the 
port asked Lieutenant Platt for his register; he replied that he carried none; he was satisfied apparently. 
Mr. Platt showed him the letter he had for Mr. Campos; he sent a young man with us to show us where 
Mr. Campos resided. On our leaving lin, he appeared perfectly satisfied. After Mr. Campos had read 
the letter, he offered to render us all the service in his power—said it would be necessary for us to go 
over to the alealde’s house, and he would forward our views. On our arrival there, we found the captain 
of the port. Mr. Campos related to the alcalde what our object was; he appeared pertectly satisfied, 
and shook hands with us after an introduction, Mr, Campos then requested the alealde and the captain 
of the port to go into a private room, that he wished to speak with them, The door was shut; we heard 
them in conversation. M fe Platt proposed to me to go over and get some breakfast, as they were busy. 
We had just finished our breakfast, when a negro came over with a sword in his h: ind, and told us the 
captain of the port wished to see us. On our arrival at the alealde’s house, the captain of the port came 
up to Lieutenant Platt, and demanded of him his register. He replied, I told you, and I tell you again, 
my vessel carries no register. He appeared very angry, and said he would detain us until he heard from 
St. John’s. Lieutenant Platt then attempted to leave them. The alcalde took him by the arm, and said 
he must consider himself a prisoner. He asked why he was detained as a prisoner, The captain of the 
port replied, you are nothing but a pirate. I began to walk to and fro, and he ordered me into the same 
room where Lieutenant Platt was—and he said if we were not satisfied with that, he would order us to 
the King’s house. Just at that moment, a gentleman came up and accosted me by name. His name is 
Craft—he is a planter in the island. He asked me what my difficulty was, and I'told him. He turned 
round to the captain of the port, told him who I was, that he had scen me at St. John’s, at the funeral of 
Lieutenant Cocke, and knew me to be an American officer. He reasoned with the captain of the port 
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upon the impropriety of his conduct, when he knew me to be an officer in the navy. The captain of the 
port appeared very angry, was walking about, swearing in Spanish. Lieutenant Platt asked him if he 
would allow me, or any one present, to go on board his vessel and get his commission. He said no, be 
would send us to the city—St. Johu’s. The gentleman who acted as interpreter, and had been alcalde 
before, offered himself to go; he objected to that, and allowed Mr. Bedford, (the clerk of Mr. Cabot,) and 
Mr. Campos to go. They brought both our uniform coats ashore, and Mr. Platt’s commission. The com- 
mission was read to him by the interpreter. He threw it on the table, said it was a forgery, that there 
was no lieutenant commandant in it. The captain of the port then became very abusive, walked about, 
and I could frequently hear him talk of Commodore Porter and the officers. I then attempted to come 
out of the door, and two negroes who stood there with cutlasses ordered me back. Some conversation 
took place between the captain of the port, the alcalde, and the interpreter in the back part of the room, 
but I could not understand what was said. The interpreter then came forward, and asked Lieutenant 
Platt whether he had anything to show that he was lieutenant commandant, for that the captain of 
the port, as he said, was so ignorant he could not beat it into his head. He said he had his appointment 
from Commodore Porter, which he could show them—his orders to the vessel. Mr. Campos in the mean- 
while had brought horses there, and told Lieutenant Platt he might probably get the goods at a small 
town about twenty miles off, the name of which is Naguaba. Mr. Platt declined going, and sent Mr. 
Bedford and Mr. Campos on board for all his papers. It was some time before they returned with the 
papers, and we were kept, in the meanwhile, guarded in the room by the negroes. When they returned 
with the papers, Lieutenant Platt showed the captain of the port his orders. The captain of the port did 
not appear satisfied with the papers, until the interpreter and Mr. Craft told him they knew it to be Com- 
modore Porter’s signature, that they had seen it before. At this time a number of citizens had met in 
the room together;—a long conversation took place between the alcalde, the captain of the port, and the 
citizens. Mr. Craft and the interpreter, who appeared very warm in our favor, told them the impropriety 
of their conduct in detaining us. They at last agreed about sunset, to let us return to our vessel.- We 
proceeded towards the vessel, and at the outskirts of the town saw some blackguards there, who laughed 
at us. We took no notice of them, but passed on, got on board the schooner about seven or eight o’clock, 
and made the best of our way to St. Thomas. 

We told the captain of the port while he had us detained, that Commodore Porter was coming out, 
and we should acquaint him with our treatment. Neither the alcalde nor the captain of the port had 
any uniform on; I asked them why they had no uniform on; they said it was none of my business. 

On the morning of the 14th November, we arrived in the harbor of Foxardo, under the command of 
Commodore Porter, Standing in, the commodore hailed Lieutenant Platt, and told him to stand in, and 
cover with his schooner the landing of the troops. We did so, and had everything clear for action. 
After the men from the Grampus and the boats had landed, the commodore, in passing by, ordered Lieu- 
tenant Platt to come on shore. 1 landed with Mr. Platt; the troops were then ordered to march. Before 
we got on shore, Lieutenant Crabbe had marched with the marines, and Mr, Stribling had gone with the 
flag. Mr. Pendergrast, and the party who had spiked the guns on the hill, just joined us. We all 
marched off, leaving Mr. Barton, with a party of marines, to guard the boats. On our passing two guns, 
about a quarter of a mile from the beach, the commodore directed Mr. Pendergrast to spike them, which 
was done. On our arrival near the town, I observed Mr. Crabbe, with the marines, stationed about four 
or five hundred yards from a field piece at the entrance of the town. The commodore then ordered the 
men to halt about one hundred yards from Mr, Crabbe. After we had been there about ten or fifteen 
minutes, I observed Mr. Stribling with the flag, coming down with the alcalde and the captain of the 
port. When they arrived, the commodore requested all the officers to assemble together under a tree. 
The commodore told the alealde the object of his visit; that he must make an apology to Lieutenant Platt 
for his treatment, satisfactory to the officers around. He did apologize. The commodore then told him 
that, should any officer hereafter land there, he must treat him with every respect that was due tohim. The 
commodore then shook hands with both of them. They gave him an invitation to go into the town. The 
commodore asked if there were any refreshments, he wished some for his men. I pointed out a man with 
whom we had breakfasted, who said he would furnish liquor. The commodore walked into the edge of 
the town with the alcalde and the captain of the port. He then wished them good-by, and said he 
should march his men down to the beach, where they could get the refreshments. I believe I was the 
last man out of the town. Mr. Campos came up, and asked me if I would carry a letter from him to Mr. 
Bergeest, at St. Thomas. I said yes, provided it would net detain me. I asked him if he had heard any- 
thing of the stolen goods. He said he had not, though he had made every inquiry. He went for the 
letter, but not returning soon enough, I proceeded to the beach. On my return, I found the houses that 
had been deserted as we went up, had their inhabitants in them; they took off their hats to me as I passed, 
and gave me some water to drink. I got down just as the men did with the liquor. It was paid for, 
and we went off. Several persons on the beach on our return offered us cocoa nuts. 

Question. When you arrived on the first occasion in the harbor of Foxardo, and while you remained 
there, were your colors flying on board the Beagle? 

Answer. When we arrived it was just at sunset. The colors were then flying; and as we landed, Mr. 
Platt ordered them to be hoisted at 9 o’ clock. 

Ques. Do you think that when you landed, the character of the vessel was known to the people on 
shore? 
Ans. I think so; for a man who had come off to us, had by this time landed, and I presume had 
acquainted them with our character. 

Ques. Was there any interruption offered to you on the beach when you landed? 

Ans. Only by the man that I before mentioned, who had a sword in his hand, and his head tied up. 

Ques. Was your character announced to the people on the beach? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. Was it known to all with whom you spoke that you were American officers? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. What was the object of landing without your uniforms? 

Ans. We thought it would increase our prospect of success if it was not known who we were. 

Ques. Why then did you announce who you were? 
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Ans. We announced it to the authorities as we had intended, and to the man on the beach: we knew 
we could get up to the town before him. 

Ques. Did Lieutenant Platt and yourself examine any of the goods in any of the retail stores in the 
town, or make any inquiries there as to the goods? 

Ans. No; we had asked permission of the alcalde to do so, and it was refused us. 

(Vues. Did either of you go to any of the stores? 

Ans. No; the man who kept the public house had a store, but we did not go in; and we first entered 
Mr. Campos’ store, but did not examine any of the goods 

Ques. What was the treatment you received from the inhabitants of Foxardo, besides the alcalde 
and the captain of the port? 

Ans. We received from four or five gentlemen there very kind treatment, but from the lower classes 
our treatment was rough. 

(Jues. Did those who were rough in their behavior, appear to know who you were? 

Ans. 1 do not know. Mr. Craft mentioned to the persons in the house of the alealde and around the 
door, who we were. 

Ques. Did they carry you, or order you to the jail? 

Ans. They ordered me, and the alealde took Mr, Platt, and led him into a room in his house, and they 
also spoke of sending us to the King’s house. The room in which we were kept was occupied as a stable, 
the front room was occupied as his office. On reflection, 1 recollect that Mr. Platt, accompanied by the 
two negroes, was ordered to the jail, which was about fifty yards from the alcalde’s house. I did not 
accompany him; he was absent only a few moments. 

Ques. Did you at the time attribute the conduct of the captain of the port and the alcalde to their 
ignorance of your character, or to a wish to insult the American flag in your persons? 

Ans. I thought at the time they wished to insult us; I afterwards understood they were bribed by 
Mr. Gampos to do it. I had no idea they were ignorant of our character, 

Ques. When you were released, were you ordered to go on board your vessel with any insulting 
language? 

Ans. Not by anybody else than those I have spoken of at the outskirts of the town, At leaving 
the captain of the port, | told him the commodore would pay him a visit shortly; he shook his cane at 
me, and said something in Spanish, which from his manner I thought was abuse, 

Ques. When the Grampus and Beagle entered and anchored in the harbor at Foxardo, were their 
colors flying, and were they prepared for action? 

Ans. Yes; the commodore’s broad pendant was flying on board the Grampus; the flags were flying 
on board the Beagle, and the boats and all were ready for action, 

Ques. Where did the Grampus anchor? 

Ans. The Grampus anchored abreast of the battery on the hill, 

Ques. Did you see any preparations making in that battery to fire on you, and how soon after 
anchoring? 

Ans. As we were standing in, I saw a number of men standing in the battery on the hill, a company 
to each gun, and I thought they were preparing for action, 


Cross examination on the part of the accused; 


Ques. Did you not find, on your first visit to Foxarde, some person or persons in search of property 
stolen from other islands besides St. Thomas? 

Ans. Yes, 

(Jues. Had you any doubt at the time of your detention at Foxardo, that they all perfectly knew the 
real character of yourselves and vessel? 

Ans. I had no doubt of it. 

Ques. From information since obtained, what do you believe to have been the real object of the per- 
sons who caused your detention? 

Ans. 1 thought at the time the object was to insult us; I have since received information which has 
induced me to believe that Mr. Campos at that time had the goods in his possession, and that he had 
bribed the alealde and the ¢ captain of the port to act towards us as they did. 

Ques. Before my visit to Foxardo, and at the time I proceeded from St. Thomas on the expedition to 
Foxardo, was that pli vce and the district around notorious as the haunt and refuge of pirates? 

Ans. Yes, I have understood from good authority that they plundered not only on the high seas, but 
on shore, 

Ques. Was the general opinion of the officers, and of other persons interested in the suppression of 
piracy, decidedly in favor of my expedition to Foxardo; and was it not generally anticipated and thought 
proper, after the insult to Lieut. Platt? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. Were the practical effects and consequences of my operations at Foxardo found to be highly 
beneficial and useful; and was the measure applauded even in Spanish towns and in Porto Rico itself? 

Ans. Yes, particularly at Ponce and Aguadilla, where I afterwards was. 


Horatio N. Crabbe, a lieutenant in the marine corps of the United States, being duly sworn accord- 
ing to law, deposes and says: 

I was on board the John Adams as commanding marine officer of the guard. On our arrival at 
St. Thomas, we heard of an outrage that had been committed by the authorities - at Foxardo upon the per- 
sons of Lieutenants Platt and Ritchie. We proceeded from St. Thomas, for the purpose, as I understood, 
of obtaining satisfaction for the insult. The schooners Grampus and Bez vgle were in company, and we 
anchored with the ship off Passage Island. The boats of the ship and the men to be taken from her were 
got in readiness for service. We left the Adams about sunset on the evening of the 13th of November, 
proceeded on board the schooners, and on the morning of the 14th, between seven and eight o’clock, 
anchored in the harbor of Foxardo. The first boat that left the Grampus was under charge of “Lieutenant 
Pendergrast, accompanied by Lieutenant Barton, of the marine corps, with the marines of the Grampus, 
thirteen or fourteen in number. I do not know the orders that Mr. Pendergrast received. I saw him 
take possession of the battery before the rest of the boats had landed, without any opposition. About 
nine o'clock all the men had landed. We were formed in line on the beach. I received a mes ssage from 
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Commodore Porter stating that he wished to see me, I repaired to the place where he was standing, and 
received orders from him to form my guard—look for the road to the town; proceed and take up a favor- 
able position to cover the advance of the main body, I found the road without difficulty; marched my 
guard off, consisting of two sergeants, two corporals and twenty privates. I had also with me from the 
ship, a boy who is the marine drummer; a master at arms of the John Adams, and a drummer from the 
Grampus; the whole, including myself, amounting to twenty-eight persons, At the distance of about half 
a mile from the beach, there were two long nine-pounders mounted on a platform in the middle of the 
road. I halted the men to examine whether they were charged or not, and found they were not. I at 
the same time took off the aprons and threw them on the ground, after which I continued my march 
towards the town. When about half way between the beach and the town, I observed a small number of 
persons following me with a white flag. Not conceiving that { was under the necessity of waiting for 
them, until I discovered Lieut. Stribling to be one of the persons accompanying the flag, I proceeded on 
the road. At this time I was within sight of the town, approaching a position where I had contemplated 
halting to await his arrival. I halted upon that ground until he came up, and in reply to some observa- 
tions from him, I told him I would escort him into the place; he replied very well. 1 suffered him to get 
in advance of me twenty or thirty yards, when I put the men in motion and followed him at a slow pace. 
I observed some movements among the Spaniards which I thought indicated hostility on their part. 
When Lieut. Stribling came up with me, there was a white flag held by the Spaniards at the entrance of 
the town. 

They came out to meet him. I was at the time marching on slowly in his rear, when the flags met; 
I saw three or four Spaniards kneel and present their muskets. I had determined to push on at quick 
step and render him assistance, if it was necessary. I however received a message from him requesting 
me to halt, until his return from the town, At this time I was from one hundred and fifty to three hun- 
dred yards of the town. Commodore Porter arrived shortly after Lieut. Stribling left me to go into the 
town, and halted some distance in the rear of the marines. He came to the ground I occupied, and directed 
me to place my men in a position to face the Spaniards, which I did, 

Not being able to complete the examination of Lieutenant Crabbe, the court adjourned till to-morrow 
morning at 10 0’ clock, 


Turspay, July 12. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
(except Captain Wadsworth, who still continues too much indisposed to attend,) the judge advocate, 
and Captain Porter. 

The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. The examination of Lieutenant Crabbe was 
resumed; 

A short time after Lieut. Stribling was observed returning, accompanied by the alcalde, and some 
other persons from the place, | was directed by Commodore Porter to occupy a position, on both sides of 
the road, and to suffer none to pass, excepting those who were in immediate attendance on the flag. 
Those instructions were obeyed. The commodore returned to where the officers were assembled, and 
there received the alealde. I do not Know what occurred there, being at too great a distance to hear 
what was said. After a short conversation between the commodore and the alcalde, 1 observed them 
approaching me. The commodore, as he passed, directed me to follow him, with the marines, to the town; 
stating, at the time, that he had received an invitation for himself, his officers, and men, to partake of 
some refreshments, after their march. We entered the outskirts of the place; I then had en opportunity 
of seeing the number of Spaniards drawn up, which amounted to about three times the number of the 
marine guard. They appeared to be militia, and with muskets. There was also another party on horse- 
back, armed with swords, and a small number with a field piece, which I presumed to be a six-pounder. 
After some conversation between the commodore and the alcalde, the former stated, that if refreshments 
were sent to the beach, they should be paid for; at the same time stating to me, that he did not wish to 
bring all the men into the place, as he was afraid some excesses might be committed, which would put an 
end to the peaceable settlement of the business. Commodore Porter then parted with the alcalde, as I 
thought, upon friendly terms, left the place, accompanied by his officers, and returned to the beach. I 
omitted to mention, that, when I first received my instructions from Commodore Porter, I had particular 
orders not to suffer my men to cominit any outrages upon the property of the inhabitants along the road; 
nor to commit any acts of hostility myself, unless I met with resistance. 

On our return to the beach, ] brought up the rear with the marines; we received the refreshments, 
after which we embarked, and went on board the schvoners, and proceeded to the John Adams. 

A number of the inhabitants accompanied us to the beach. The persons who brought the refresh- 
ments refused to receive payment for them. 

Lieutenant Ritchie produced again by Captain Porter: 

Question. Did Mr. Campos give any reason for advising Lieutenant Platt and you to go to Naguaba 
in search of the goods; such as its being a noted piratical establishment, &c.? 

Answer. He said it had been noted as a place of deposit for stolen goods, and that he had once 
before found goods there which had been stolen. 

Ques. (By same.) Are you acquainted with the situation of Naguaba and Boca del Inferno, on the 
coast of Porto Rico; and how far are they respectively from Foxardo and Ponce? 

Ans. Naguaba is about twenty miles from Foxardo, and Boca del Inferno about fifteen miles from 
Ponce, between Naguaba and Ponce. 

Ques. (By same.) Were those places, Boca del Inferno and Naguaba, also notorious as piratical 
haunts? 

Ans. Both. 


Thomas B. Barton, a lieutenant in the marine corps of the United States, being sworn according to 
law, deposes and says: 
I was on board the Grampus, as passenger, for Thompson’s Island. On the 14th November last, 


about 8 o’clock in the morning, the Grampus and Beagle, with the boats of the Adams, entered the 
harbor of Foxardo. The Grampus came to anchor opposite a two-gun battery, at which time I could 
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plainly perceive fifteen or twenty persons at the battery, loading the guns and training them towards the 
Grampus. I immediately after received orders to proceed in the launch with Lieutenant Prendergast, 
first [lieutenant] of the Grampus, with fourteen marines, the guard of the Grampus; Lieutenant Pender- 
grast received orders from Commodore Porter to proceed in the direction of the two-gun battery, with as 
little hazard as possible, and take the fort, spike the guns, and destroy the ammunition. We pulled off 
from the Grampus, from half-past 8 to 9 o’clock. The people in the fort were, at the time, endeavoring 
to get the guns of the first to bear upon the launch. The course of the boat was altcrel, which pre- 
vented them from bringing the guns to bear upon us. They motioned with their hands for us not to 
We succeeded in reaching the rear of the fort and landed; and then in reaching the fort, 


proceed, 
Just at the edge of the fort we saw about three or 


situated about 80 feet above the level of the ocean. 
four of the Spaniards; the rest had run. 

We immediately spiked the guns, and destroyed the ammunition, consisting of one round shot, one 
charge of powder, and a canister of small grape, musket balls, and spikes. One gun was charged, the 
other about half loaded; it had powder and ball, but the canister was not in it—both of them primed, 
and each having a lighted match alongside. 

Agreeably to our orders, we immediately proceeded down to the beach, followed the motions of 
Commodore Porter, who had first landed with the troops and sailors on the beach, near the road leading 
to the town of Foxardo. On our arrival on the beach, Commodore Porter ordered me to remain in the 
rear to protect the boats at the landing. I had from twenty to twenty-five men, including marines and 
sailors. I was particularly ordered not to suffer a single person under my command to commit depreda- 
tions on persons or property. The troops under the commodore a short time after marched off on the 
road leading to the town of Foxardo, After an absence of from two to four hours the main body 
returned. After receiving some refreshments on. the beach, we were ordered to re-embark for the 
Grampus and Beagle. While on our way to the vessels, I could discover eight or ten men in the fort 
endeavoring to draw the spikes out of the guns, but they could not succeed. We got on board, and 
proceeded immediately out of the harbor. 

Question. At what time was Lieutenant Stribling dispatched with the flag of truce? 

Answer. I do not know. I believe that when we landed on the beach, both he and Lieutenant 
Crabbe were on their way towards the town. 

Vues. Were the Spaniards whom you saw in the battery armed? 

Ans. They had no small arms, I believe. 

Elnathan Judson, a surgeon in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 

Question. (By Captain Porter.) Do you recollect a conversation between Mr. Platt and myself, when 
we first landed at the harbor of Foxardo, respecting the omission of Mr. Platt to bring Mr. Bedford on 
shore; and my reply to his apology for the omission, that we must first inquire for the goods, and, if 
found, we might send for Mr. Bedford to identify them, or anything to that effect? 

Ans. | recollect a conversation to that effect. 


Lieutenant Platt again called: 

Question. (By Captain Porter.) Have you any recollection of asking the interpreter, in the presence 
of the alealde and myself, whether the goods you first came in search of had been found, and what was 
his answer? 

Answer. I recollect perfectly well asking the question. It was after the commodore had been 
invited up to the village. Tle told me he was not aware of any discovéry having been made. I was at 
the time in company with the commodore, and within his hearing. 

The court adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepyespay, July 13. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate and Captain Porter. 

The proceedings of yesterday were read, 
the following documents: 

Instructions to Commodore Porter, dated February 1, 1828, marked 4. 

Commodore Porter to Secretary of the Navy, dated November 15, 1824, marked 5. 

Lieut. Platt to Commodore Porter, dated November 11, 1824, marked 6. 

Stephen Cabot to Commodore Porter, dated November 12, 1824, marked 7. 

Bergeest and Wilhorn to Commodore Porter, dated November 11th, 1824, marked 8. 

The judge advocate stated that he had no further evidence to lay before the court in support of the 
first charge and specification under it. Captain Porter, by his counsel, submitted to the court a certain 
paper, hereunto annexed, and marked I. Whereupon the court was cleared to deliberate upon the same. 

After mature deliberation, the court determined that it would receive any communication from the 
counsel of Capt. Porter, in support of the exceptions he had taken to the second charge, and the specifica- 
tions thereof; but that all communications must be submitted in writing. The court also wishes that the 
same be presented with as little delay as possible, and after receiving them the court will proceed to 
deliberate upon the same. 

The court being opened, the foregoing resolution of the court was announced to the accused. 

The counsel for the accused then applied for time till to-morrow morning; whereupon the court 


adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock. 


The judge advocate then read and submitted to the court 


Tuurspay, July 14. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 


the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. 

The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read, Captain Porter handed to the court a letter 
from Mr. Jones, his counsel, stating that a severe indisposition would prevent him from attending before 
the court to-day. Capt. Porter requested the further indulgence of the court till to-morrow; whereupon 


the court adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock. 
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Fripay, July 15. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. ‘The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The counsel for Captain Porter then proceeded to state to the court the objections to the second 
charge and specifications thereof, which he stated had been drawn up with great haste, and while laboring 
under great indisposition, and would require to be fairly transcribed before the paper could be annexed 
to the record. This he promised to have done, and to transmit the paper to the judge advocate. 

The court was cleared, and having come to the resolution that it could not act upon the paper read 
by the counsel before it was laid before the court, it would take no order on the subject until that was 
done; whereupon the court was opened, and adjourned till 12 0’ clock to-morrow. 


Saturpay, July 16. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday, and at four o’clock the counsel for Captain 
Porter presented the paper which contained the objections read yesterday, and the court adjourned till 10 
o’clock on Monday morning. 


Monpay, July 18. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: all the members, the judge 
advocate, and Captain Porter. 

The minutes of the proceedings of Saturday were read. The paper submitted to the court on Satur- 
day was read by the counsel for Captain Porter, and annexed to the record, and marked K 1. After 
hearing the same, the court was cleared, and it was determined that the court would receive the remarks 
which the judge advocate had been requested to prepare, with open doors, and would then proceed to 
deliberate upon the questions that had been raised. 

The court being opened, and the foregoing resolution announced, the judge advocate proceeded to 
read his reply to the objections that had been urged on behalf of the accused, which was annexed to the 
record, and marked K 2. Whereupon the court was cleared, and after sume time spent in deliberation, 
the court was opened, and the following resolution announced: 

The counsel for Captain Porter, after pleading generally, not guilty, under protest, and reserving a 
right at any future stage of the trial to take exceptions to the form and validity of the charges and 
specifications, or any of them, has now excepted to the second charge and specifications thereof, insisting 
that the same are defective in fourm, and that the facts therein set forth do not constitute any military 
offence, of which a court-martial can take cognizance. It being a matter of doubt among some of the 
members of the court, and the judge advocate, whether a decision upon this question would necessarily 
involve a final decision of the case, and preclude the accused from proceeding, under the plea of not 
guilty, to offer any evidence in the case; and should the court decide that it can take cognizance of the 
charges, &., it being highly desirable that the whole case should be fully investigated; the court is 
desirous of obtaining the opinion of the attorney general upon the following questions: 


Ist. Whether the second charge and the specifications thereof are drawn up with sufficient precision, 
and in legal form, and whether the facts therein set forth do allege offences cognizable before a court- 
martial? 

2d. Whether the decisions of the court upon the exceptions taken necessarily preclude the court from 
valling upon the accused to plead absolutely to the said charge and specifications, and proceeding to 
trial thereon, or whether such decision will be final, notwithstanding any waiver by the judge advocate 
of such consequence? And that the same be transmitted to the Secretary of the Navy, with a request 
that he submit the same to the attorney general of the United States for his opinion thereon. 


Commodore Porter having heard the order of the court, referring certain questions to the attorney 
general, would renew the application, suggested the other day by his counsel, to reply in writing to the 
answer of the judge advocate to his objections against the second charge and the specifications of the 
same, if the questions are to be submitted to the attorney general, accompanied by the arguments that 
have been submitted to this court on both sides of the question. 

The court was cleared to deliberate upon the application, and after some time the court was opened 
and Captain Porter was informed that the court had decided not to receive any rejoinder. 

The court thereupon adjourned till two o’clock to-morrow. 


Tuespay, July 19, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The judge advocate stated to the court that he had communicated to the Secretary of the Navy the 
resolution of the court on yesterday, with the questions annexed to the same; and that he had just 
received from the Secretary of the Navy certain documents, which were read, annexed to the record, and 
marked L, M, and N. 

After reading the same, Captain Porter stated to the court that, with a view of preventing any unne- 
cessary trouble or difficulties, he would withdraw the exceptions that had been urged on his behalf to the 
second charge and specifications, which, with the permission of the court, should be done to-morrow, in 
writing, and that he would then state the considerations by which he was guided. To this proposition 
the court acceded. Whereupon the court adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespay, July 20, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The proceedings of yesterday were read. 

Captain Porter stated to the court that he, being very much indisposed, would ask permission of the 
court to read, by his counsel, the paper to which he had referred yesterday; to this the court acceded, and 
Mr. Jones, the counsel for Captain Porter, commenced reading the same. 

While proceeding to read it, the judge advocate stated that he considered a part of the paper as 
objectionable, inasmuch as it was a comment upon the reply read by him to the exceptions which had 
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been taken to the charge and specifications, and to which the court had already announced its determina- 
tion to receive no rejoinder. Whereupon the court was cleared to deliberate upon the question: and after 
maturely examining and considering the paper submitted, the court is of opinion that all that part of 
the same commencing on the second page with the words ‘‘I beg leave further to state,” and terminating 
at the bottom of the fourth page; and the passage commencing on the fifth page with the words 
“ whether it may hereafter,” and terminating at the end of the first paragraph on the sixth page, is 
objectionable, on the ground stated, and as not pertinent to any matter or question now before the court, 
for its consideration, and consequently cannot be received. Whereupon the court was opened and the 
foregoing proceedings read by the judge advocate. The counsel for Captain Porter then proceeded to 
read to the court the paper, as received by the court, which was annexed and marked OQ. 

The judge advocate then read and submitted to the court the following documents referred to in the 
first specification of the second charge: : 

Ist. Copy of a letter from Captain Porter to the President of the United States, dated March 17th, 
1825, certified by the chief clerk of the Navy Department to be a true copy from the original, filed in 
that Department. The counsel for the accused objected to the production of the certified copy of the 
letter to the President, and required the production of the original, which, as he stated, appears to be in 
the Navy Department: he further stated that Captain Porter believed that a variance existed between the 
copy offered and the original, as to the date. The court was cleared, and after some time spent in 
deliberation was reopened, and the decision of the court was read, that the copy certified by the chief 
clerk of the Department was not admissible in evidence. Captain Porter then presented the following 
minute of explanation: 


Captain Porter begs leave to explain, that his call for the originals, though founded on one of the 
most indispensable rules of evidence, which requires the best evidence the nature of the case admits, 
was not intended to stop the reading of the copies ‘‘de bene esse;”? with an understanding and proviso 
that the originals, if extant, shall be produced; he observes some discrepancies between the copies 
offered and his own; and therefore wishes that exact accuracy shall be obtained by the production of the 
originals, which he understands can be done without any inconvenience, since they appear to be among 
the archives of the Navy Department. 

The judge advocate then called upon Capt. Porter to produce a certain correspondence between him- 
self and Mr. Monroe, late President of the United States, bearing date the 10th and 12th days of March, 
1825, being two notes from Capt. Porter, of the aforesaid dates, to Mr. Monroe, and one note from Mr, 
Monroe, dated the 12th March, and such other note from Mr. Monroe, if any other there be, referred to in 
a letter from said Capt. David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated April 13, 1825. He further 
stated that the counsel for Capt. Porter, and Capt. Porter himself, had been notified on the 8th July, 
instant, to produce the aforesaid papers on the trial of this case. 


To this application, Capt. Porter made the following answer: 


In answer to the call made by the judge advocate for the production of a certain correspondence 
between Capt. Porter and Mr. Monroe, late President of the United States, dated on the 10th and 12th 
days of March last, being two notes from Capt. Porter of the aforesaid dates to Mr. Monroe, and one 
from Mr. Monroe, dated on the 12th, he remarks, from the reference to dates, after Mr. Monroe had ceased 
to be President of the United States, that a correspondence, merely private and unofficial, is what this 
call purports to have designated. He conceived the specifications vague and uncertain enough, when it 
accused him of the writing of insubordinate and disrespectful letters, of which neither the identity nor 
the exceptional passages were pointed out, otherwise than by a naked reference to dates; but now, let- 
ters to which not one of the specifications purport to bear the remotest reference, are called for. Capt. 
Porter, in answer to this call, has only to say that it is incumbent on the judge advocate, in the first 
instance, to show the relevancy of this correspondence to the matter in issue, which of course will include 
the kindred question. By what right is the private and unofficial correspondence of the accused to be 
subjected to this inquisitorial power? Is he to be compelled to disclose his private correspondence, 
merely to have it examined to see whether it contains any criminating matter? And if it should be sub- 
jected to this inquisitorial power, and should appear to have been so offensive in its language, is it to be 
contended that he could be called to account before this court for any offence that could be taken at an 
unpublished correspondence? But he has this only to remark, in conclusion, that as Mr. Monroe is a party 
to the alleged correspondence, is the depository of a part or the whole of it, and of course is entitled to all 
the inviolate sanctions of a private correspondence; when he shall give up his part of it to the prosecu- 
tion, or when it shall be authentically certified to Capt. Porter that Mr. Monroe desires the disclosure of 
it, then it will be time enough to call upon Capt. Porter to decide on the expediency of surrendering such 
parts of the correspondence as may be in his hands; but he reverts to the original question, and demands 
from the judge advocate an explanation, under what specification and for what purpose this newly desig- 
nated correspondence, prima facie, so foreign to anything in the matter of the accusation, is to be offered 
in evidence? 

The judge advocate then called upon the court for permission to issue interrogatories, to take the 
deposition of Mr. Monroe. The court was cleared to consider this question, and it determined that the 
deposition of Mr. Monroe may be taken upon interrogatories Whereupon the judge advocate was 
directed to prepare his interrogatories, and to submit the same to the accused, who shall be at liberty to 
file cross interrogatories if done without delay, and that the same be transmitted to the witness with a 
request that he answer the same, and swear to such answers before any judge, magistrate, or notary 
public, and that the same be deemed a sufficient authentication of such evidence. Whereupon, the court 
was opened and this decision announced. 

Capt. Porter having heard the order read, directing the deposition of Mr. Monroe to be taken on 
interrogatories, as well on the part of the judge advocate as of the accused, suggests that, (before he 
can frame any interrogatories on his part, directly pointing to the gist of the accusation, which the 
correspondence before alluded to, between himself and Mr. Monroe, or the deposition of the latter, may 
be cited to support,) it will be necessary for the requisition upon the judge advocate, contained in Capt. 
Porter’s answer to the call for the said correspondence, to be complied with; namely, to declare, specifi- 
cally, the purpose and object of offering the said correspondence in evidence, and the particular point of 
the accusation to which it is supposed to relate. Capt. Porter begs leave further to suggest, that the 
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interrogatories to be exhibited to Mr. Monroe, on the part of the prosecution, will probably only go to 
the authentication of the supposed correspondence, which can of course afford no clue to divine the pur- 
ose, or the gist of the accusation, for which the correspondence is wanted. 

The judge advocate inquired whether the foregoing was designed as an application to the court; to 
which the counsel of Captain Porter replied, that it was an application to him, ‘The judge advocate then 
remarked that he must answer in the negative, and decline going into any specification. It was then 
said by the counsel for the accused, it would be deemed an application to the court. 

The court was cleared to deliberate upon the application on the part of the accused, and when it was 
opened, it was announced that the application is not complied with. 

The court then adjourned till 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, July 21. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate, and Captain Porter, 

The proceedings of yesterday were read. The judge advocate then proceeded to read, (it being ad- 
mitted that the original is in the handwriting of Captain Porter,) the original letter from Captain Porter 
to the President of the United States, and it appearing that the same corresponded with the certified copy 
which was offered yesterday, with the exception that the word President was written at full length in the 
one, and Prest. in the other; that Mr. Randall’s name was, in the original, spelled with one J, and with 
two in the copy; and the date of the original was April 17th, 1825, and that of the copy, 17 April, 1825. 
The variations were corrected, and the copy annexed to the record, and marked 5. The judge advo- 
vate stated that he had left the documents, which it was designed to exhibit in evidence, at the Navy 
Department, with a request that they might be particularly compared with the originals, and that they 
should be brought down by a witness, prepared to swear to their accuracy. 

The judge advocate further stated that, at the opening of the court this morning, he had submitted 
to the counsel for the accused the interrogatories to be propounded to Mr. Monroe, for the purpose of 
having the cross-interrogatories annexed thereto, and that it was important to have the same com- 
pleted, that they might be transmitted without delay; the counsel for the accused replied that he had been 
unable to complete the same, but would have it done by the opening of the court in the morning. 

Captain Porter then submitted to the court the following paper: 

Captain Porter having been this day, after the meeting of the court, served by the judge advocate 
with a copy of his interrogatories to Mr. Monroe, to which he perceives is annexed the original corres- 
pondence, alluded to in the call made upon Captain Porter by the judge advocate yesterday; that is, the 
original letters of Captain Porter, of the 10th and 12th of March last, and the rough draught of Mr. Mon- 
roe’s answer, of the 12th, which dispenses Captain Porter from any delicacy in saying that he admits the 
authenticity of the said letter; but being still uninformed of the purpose intended by the introduction of 
the same, reserves all proper objections to the relevancy and admission of the same as evidence, when 
the same shall be offered as such evidence. 

The court having continued in session until near three o’clock, and no witness having appeared, the 
court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Fripay, July 22. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate and Captain Porter. The proceedings of yesterday were read. 


John Boyle, a witness, being called, and duly sworn, according to law, deposes and says: 


Qu stion. Are you a clerk in the Navy Department? 

Answer, I am. 

Ques. Have you carefully compared the papers now shown you with the originals on file in that De- 
partment, and are they exact copies? 

Ans. I assisted in the examination of the papers; all those from Commodore Porter were compared 
with the originals; those to him were compared with the records in the Department. The originals of 
these letters were transmitted to Captain Porter. I believe them to be true copies. 

The judge advocate then proceeded to read the following documents: 


Ist. The residue of the letters referred to in the first specification of the second charge, marked 
6, 7, 8, 9. 

2d. The pamphlet referred to in the second specification, (No. 11,) with the letters transmitting the 
same to the Secretary of the Navy, (10,) the publication of the pamphlet being admitted, the accused 
submitted to the court his cross-interrogatories, accompanied by a protest. The judge advocate stated 
to the court that an assertion was contained in that protest, in the following words: ‘‘ Having repeat- 
edly called upon the judge advocate for some precise specification of the circumstances wherein the sup- 
posed guilt, implied by the accusation under the head of the second charge, consists;” that this assertion 
contains the first intimation he has ever received of such application. He wished, also, the opinion of 
the court, whether the protest should be transmitted to Mr. Monroe with the interrogatories. The court 
was cleared, and when it was opened, the opinion of the court was announced, that such protest was not 
proper to transmit to the witness, but that the same may be annexed to the record, which was accord- 
ingly done, and marked 12. 

The reading of the pamphlet continued until half after three o’clock, when the court adjourned till 
ten o’clock to-morrow morning, 


Saturpay, July 23. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate and Captain Porter. 

The proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The judge advocate stated that the interrogatories and cross-interrogatories, submitted yesterday, 
had been put in the way of going to Mr. Monroe, without delay, accompanied by a letter urging his 
immediate reply, and pointing out the mode in which the deposition should be authenticated, which letter 
had been previously submitted to the accused and his counsel. 
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The reading of the pamphlet was continued and concluded. 

The judge advocate then proceeded to point out the particulars in which the statement of the proceed- 
ings of the court of inquiry was deemed incorrect; and submitted a copy of the original record of the 
proceedings of the court of inquiry, which was compare d with the original reeord in the presence of the 

court—annexed and marked No. 13. The judge advocate stated that he would particularly state such 
variance in writing. 

The judge advocate then submitted to the court the National Journal, of June 16th, 1825, containing 
a publication which Captain Porter admitted to be his, under date of June 15th, 1825, annexed and 


marked No, 14. 
The court then adjourned until ten o’clock on Monday morning. 


Monpay, July 25, 182! 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate, and Capt. Porter. The proceedings of Saturday were read. The judge advocate stated 
that he had received no answer from Mr. Monroe, but expected to have it in the course of the day. The 
judge advocate proceeded to read his note of all the variances which he had discovered between the 
original record and the proceedings of the court of inquiry as published by Capt. Porter, which was annexed 
and marked 15. A paper was read by the judge advocate, containing a statement of certain facts, 
agreed to by both sides, dispensing with the attendance of witnesses to establish them, which was also 
annexed and marked 16. 

William W. Seaton, Esq., being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says: 

(Juestion. Are you one of the editors of the National Intelligencer? 

Answer, Yes. 

(Jues. Is the paper now shown you, of March 30th, 1825, one of the numbers of that paper from your 
office? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. From whom were the official documents therein printed procured, purporting to be from the 
Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Porter, and from Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, 
being four in number? 

Ans. The shortest and most acceptable way of answering the question will be to read a corres- 
pondence between the Secretary of the Navy and ourselves upon this subject, which will show what 
answer I am prepared and willing to give. 

[The court was cleared, and decided that it would accede to the request of the witness, and hear 
the letters read to which he had referred, and being opened, this decision was announced. ] 

The letters referred to were then read, annexed, and marked 17, 18, and 19. 

I am not willing for the reasons stated in the letters read, to give any other answer than that which 
we gave to the Secretary of the Navy. The president of the court having directed the court to be 
cleared, the accused by his counsel, stated that perhaps the difficulty might be obviated, and read and 
submitted to the court the followi ing paper: 

Captain Porter, having heard ‘the evidence of Mr. Se: iton, and the correspondence between Messrs. 
Gales and Seaton and the Sec retary of the Navy, as to the author of the publication of a certain corres- 
ponde nee between the Secretary of the Navy and Captain Porter, in the National Intelligencer of the 

30th March last, and perceiving that the witness, as editor of a public a has claimed a privilege, 
as well before this court, as in his correspondence with the Secretary of the Navy, to withhold the name 
of the author of any publication, not impeached of falsehood, and that the court is about to deliberate 
upon the objection of the witness to disclose the author of the publication in question; Captain Porter 
has no hesitation to admit now, as he would have avowed to the Secretary of the Navy, if he had pleased 
to have directed his inquiries to Captain Porter, instead of the printers, that he did communicate and 
caused to be published, in the Intelligencer of the 30th March last, the correspondence between himself 
and the Secretary of the Navy, which that paper purports to contain. 

The judge advocate then submitted to the court the National Intelligencer, of March 30th, 1825, 
containing certain correspondence between the Secretary of the Navy and ‘Captain Porter, annexed and 


marked 20. 
Peter Force, a witness, being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says: 
Question. Are you the editor of the National Journal? 
Answer. Yes, 
(ues, Look at a communication in your paper of June 16th, 1825. From whom did you receive that 


and when? 

Ans. I received the note and the accompanying documents from Commodore Porter, on the day of 
the date of it, June 15th, 1825. 

Ques. Did any, and what conversation take place between yourself and Commodore Porter, in rela- 


tion to the letter dated June 14th, 1825? 


Ans. (Commodore Porter having, on a suggestion of the witness, absolved him from all obligation 
of secrecy,) I read the letter in presence of Commodore Porter, and perceiving that, as I understood it, 
Commodore Porter attributed an anonymous communication which had appez ared in the Journal of the 
13th to the Secretary of the Navy, I informed Commodore Porter that it was not from tke Secretary of 
the Navy, and also told him I was authorized by the author of the communication to inform him by whom 
it was written, when properly requested so to do. He replied by declining to hear by whom it was 
written. This took place on the 15th of June, when I received the communic ation, the day before it was 
published in the newspaper. At the same time, I mentioned to Commodore Porter that. the anonymous 
communication was not by the Secretary of the Navy, he remarked, I think, the similarity of the language 
in the letter from him of the 13th June (one of those in that communication) with the anonymous note 
published in the Journal was sufficient to warrant the opinion he had formed. 


Cross-examined on the part of the accused: 
Question. When you remarked, in reference to my letter to the Secretary of the Navy of the 14th 
June, that I was mistaken in supposing that the Secretary was the author of the anonymous note referred 
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to, did I not point out to you the striking resemblance and correspondence between the date and the lan- 
guage of that note and the Secretary’s letter of the 13th June? 

Answer. I am under the impression that Commodore Porter referred to it, but cannot recollect whether 
he pointed it out. 

Ques. Did you not express yourself as struck with these resemblances, in so much that if you had 
not known the real author of the anonymous note, you might have drawn the same conclusion? 

Ans. No, I think I expressed no opinion of the kind; I think I observed there was a resemblance. 

Ques. Did I not remark to you that, whether the Secretary did or did not actually write or communi- 
cate the anonymous note, circumstances justified me in concluding, at the time I wrote my letter of the 
14th June, that the note had come from an official source, and had been approved or countenanced by him? 

Ans. I think Commodore Porter did make such a remark in substance. 

The judge advocate stated that he had now submitted to the court all the testimony which he pro- 
posed laying before it at the present state of the proceedings, with the exception of Mr. Monroe’s deposi- 
tion, Captain Porter intimated his readiness to proceed with the evidence on his part. 


John Simpson, a witness, produced on behalf of the accused, deposes and says: 


Question. (By the accused.) Were you employed by me, during the sitting of the late court of 
inquiry in my case, to copy, from the judge advocate’s record, the proceedings of the court, for my use? 

Answer. I was. 

Ques. Were you furnished, by the judge advocate, with his minutes of the proceedings, for the pur- 
pose of being copied for me? 

Ans. I was. 

Ques. Were the copies which you did make of those minutes made carefully and accurately, and word 
for word with the original as it then stood, except the statement given in the first day’s proceedings of 
what I said in answer to the question whether I had any objection to offer against either of the members 
of the court? 

Ans. The copy I made was a true copy. 

Ques. Were you present on the first day of the court, when I stated my objection, and did you take 
particular notice of my words, and accurately recollect them? 

Ans. I do not now recollect them. I took particular notice, and recollected them for some days 
after. 

Ques. Examine the two statements of the terms of my said objection. First, as it appears at page 5 of 
the copy of the original record now shown you; and, secondly, as corrected at page 22 of the same document; 
and say, according to the best of your recollection now, and when the subject was newer and fresher in your 
memory, which of these is the true statement of the terms in which I originally submitted that objection? 

[The witness is here shown the copy of the original record, produced in evidence by the judge advo- 
cate on Saturday, and those passages of the same wherein the original minutes of Captain Porter’s objec- 
tion is entered, in the proceedings of Monday, May 2d, and corrected in those of the Thursday following, 
are designated, for the examination of the witness. } 

Ans. I have a recollection of this. The last is the correct one. 

Ques. Examine the nine sheets of paper now shown you, and say whether they be the original manu- 
script, in your own handwriting, of the copy which you took, as you have before stated, from the minutes 
furnished you by the judge advocate? 

Ans. They are the original manuscript of my copy, and are an exact copy of the notes furnished me 
by the judge advocate. (They extend as far as the end of the first paragraph on page 27 of the pamphlet.) 


Cross-examined by the judge advocate: 

Question. Can you say that no error or omission was, by accident, made by you, in your copying? 

Answer. I believe there was not any. 

QVJues. Was the copy compared with the original, and with whose assistance? 

Ans. I read it over myself. 

Ques. Look at page 23 of the pamphlet, and see whether the words “holds the highest commission 
which” were not omitted by you in copying? 

Ans. I do not think I omitted anything in copying. 

Ques. Look at the paper handed you, and see if it be the original paper from which you took that 
part of your copy? 

[The judge advocate here exhibited to the witness his original note of this part of the proceedings of 
the court of inquiry. ] 

Ans. I cannot be positive. 

Ques. Were the papers submitted to the court of inquiry by Capt. Porter, in your handwriting, exact 
copies of the original? 

Ans. They were. 

Ques. Did you copy the latter part of the paper marked B; I mean the copy from which the pamphlet 
was published? 

Ans. I think I copied it; I am not certain. 

Ques. Was the copy furnished Capt. Porter, of that paper, an exact transcript of the original? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. Did Captain Porter, to your knowledge, ever compare or assist in comparing your copy with 
the original from which it was taken? 

Ans. No. 

Ques. Do you know whether the original notes were read to the court of inquiry, as the record of its 
proceedings, or a fair transcript of the same? 

Ans. I do not think the original notes were. 

Ques. Do you know whether the record read, was ever rectified publicly, as, for instance, at the 
request of a witness. 

Ans. I do not. 

Ques. Was not a letter in your handwriting, transmitted to the court of inquiry, found to be dated 
March 6th, instead of May 6th, by your mistake? 
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Ans. Yes. 
Ques. Have you any more confidence in the accuracy of the copies which you have now sworn to, 
than you had in that before the error was pointed out? 


Ans. I have more confidence. 
Ques. Did you conceive it possible that any inaccuracy had been committed on that occasion by you 


in copying that letter, before Captain Porter informed you of the mistake in date; and did you not request 
to see the paper in your own handwriting, before you would believe that it could have been made? 
Ans. I did not know that I had committed the mistake until I saw it. 


Re-examined by Captain Porter: 

Question. Did I frequently enjoin upon you, whilst engaged in copying the minutes of the court of 
inquiry, to be very particular and accurate; and did you take particular pains to be so? 

Answer. I did take particular pains to be so. Captain Porter saw I was very particular, and I do 
not know that he made any such request of me. 

Ques. (By a member of the court.) Are you much in the habit of copying from MS.; and were the 
notes written in a fair, legible hand? 

Ans. I have copied a good deal, and the notes from which I copied were fair and legible. 

Ques. (Captain Porter.) Look at the sheet of paper now shown you, and say whether it be the same 
or like the handwriting of the minutes from which you copied? 

Ans. I think all I copied was in that handwriting; some came after, which I did not copy, in a differ- 
ent hand. 

It is admitted that the paper shown was in the handwriting of Mr. Harrison, in whose hand, also, 
the original part of the original record is, 

Ques. Was your transcript of my letter, in which the mistake of the date occurred, as above men- 
tioned, taken from my rough draught; and are my rough draughts generally written in a fair hand, or in 
a very hurried, rough way? 

Ans. I do not recollect particularly; it was very easily read. I read Commodore Porter’s rough 
draughts very easily I was Captain Porter’s clerk about fifteen months. 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuespay, July 26. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the judge 
advocate, and Captain Porter. The proceedings of yesterday were read. 


John T. Ritchie, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, a witness produced on the part of the 
accused, being duly sworn according to law, and examined by Captain Porter, deposes and says: 


Question. Examine the four sheets of paper now shown you, and say in whose handwriting the same are. 

[The witness is here shown the manuscript copy from which was printed what is contained in the 
pamphlet given in evidence, under the second and third and fourth specifications of the second charge, 
from where the manuscript copy, proved by John Simpson yesterday, ended on page twenty-seven, to the 
end of the paragraph ending with the words “at 11 o’clock,” on page thirty-two of the same pamphlet. ] 

Answer. The first three are in the handwriting of Mr. Sarazau; the last sheet is in the handwriting of 
Mrs. Simpson, wife of Mr. John Simpson, with the exception of a few words in the latter part of it, (of 
which I have no knowledge;)—the word which, in the fourth line from the bottom, and the word being, in 
the third line from the bottom; these words are in the handwriting of Captain Porter. 

Ques. What was the character, and in whose handwriting was the original from which those sheets 
were copied? 

Ans. They were part of the proceedings of the court of inquiry, and in the handwriting of the judge 
advocate. 

Ques. Did you carefully and accurately compare these four sheets with such originals, and are they 
exact copies? Please state the manner in which you compared the copy and the originals, and whether 
you are certain of the accuracy of the copy. 

Ans. I think I read them over, the first three sheets two several times. First I read the copy with 
another person, (my wife,) who was looking over the original, and afterwards read over the original, she 
having the copy. I discovered no error throughout. The last sheets I examined in the same manner, 
with Mrs. Simpson. 

Ques. What has become of Mr. Sarazau; has he left this part of the country? 

Ans. I believe he is in the city of Washington, but I have not seen him myself since soon after this 
thing occurred. Philadelphia is his home, and he may possibly have gone there. 


Cross-examined on the part of the judge advocate: 

Question. Do you know whether Captain Porter ever saw the original papers, from which the copy 
was taken? 

Asswer. I do not. 

Ques. Would you now recognize any one of these papers as such original? 

Ans. I think not. 

The judge advocate then read a sentence from what he stated to be the original minute, furnished 
after the proceedings of Monday, May 9th, and exhibited the paper to the witness. 

Question. Can you not recollect this paper to have been the paper from which the proceedings of that 
day were copied, from the sealing wax dropped on it; and is the second paragraph in the one an exact 
copy of the other? 

Answer. I cannot identify the paper; on a comparison there appears an entire line omitted. 


Martin King, a witness produced on the part of the accused, being duly sworn according to law, and 
by him interrogated, deposes as follows: 

Question. Were you at the time of the printing and publishing my pamphlet, (now shown you,) and 
are you still, foreman in the printing office of Davis & Force, where that pamphlet was printed? 
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[The witness is here shown the pamphlet formerly given in evidence by the judge advocate. ] 

Answer. I was then and am now. 

Ques. Examine the thirteen sheets of paper, writing now shown you, and say whether they be the 
identical copy from which that pamphlet, or so much of it as is composed of that copy, was printed? 

[The witness is here shown the same nine sheets of copy mentioned in the evidence of John Simp- 
son, and the four sheets mentioned in the evidence of Licutenant John T. Ritchie. } 

Ans. I believe them to be the same. 

Ques. Were the proof sheets of the pamphlet diligently and carefully compared with the copy, and 
every typographical error that was detected, carefully corrected; and was this comparison made both by 
the proof reader in the printing oflice, and by myself? 

Ans. They were; I read them over twice, and Captain Porter read them over once. 

Ques. (By the judge advocate.) Was all the copy from which that pamphlet was published, with the 
note-marks to the different documents therein contained, communicated by Captain Porter for the pur- 
pose of printing that pamphlet, and was he satisfied with its accuracy? 

Ans. No complaints were made by him of any want of accuracy. I saw one or two noticed in the 
public prints, such as clothes for colors, and perhaps one or two others of the same kind. 

The accused then submitted to the court a letter from R. 5. Coxe, the judge advocate, dated May 
21st, which was read, annexed to the record and marked 21. 

The judge advocate stated t at he wished it to appear on the record to what application that letter 
was an answer, and that he was desirous of exhibiting before the court the same statement in regard to 
it which he had before submitted to Captain Porter, annexed and marked 22. 


William W. Seaton, called by the accused. A question was proposed to Mr. Seaton on the part of 
Captain Porter. The judge advocate stated that he felt great reluctance to interpose any difficulty in the 
way of any investigation which the accused might deem it important to pursue; but that the question 
now stated, and the inquiry designed to be made, appeared to him so wholly foreign to the inquiry in 
which the court was engaged, that he felt it incumbent upon him to take the opinion of the court upon 
the subject. The object of the accused had been communicated to him, but he wished it to be submitted 
in writing to the court, to enable it to decide upon the point with accuracy. The reasons having been 
stated, the court was cleared, and after having maturely considered the same, the court is of opinion that 
the question be put; which decision was accordingly announced. 

Mr. Seaton was then called. 

Question. (By Capt. Porter.) Look upon the third paragraph of the third page of the National Intelli- 
gencer, under date of May 5th, 1825, in the words, ‘‘ We are informed that we did not exactly understand, 
and of course did not accurately state, the ground on which the exception taken by Commodore Porter 
to the court of inquiry, now sitting in this city, was overruled by the Secretary of the Navy. The letter 
of the Secretary to the court stated that, as far as the Secretary could be called upon for an opinion on 
that question, Commodore Porter ought to have made his application to him at an earlier day, but that 
the opinion of the Department, as to the legality of the manner in which the court was composed, had 
been expressed in the very act which created and convened the court, and that nothing was discovered in 
the argument of Commodore Porter to change the opinion. The act of the Department was placed, there- 
fore, on the ground of its legality, by the Secretary, and not on the ground of time in taking the excep- 
tion, that circumstance being incidentally introduced into his letter. Our information was obtained in 
current conversation, and was inaccurate only from not being as fully stated as it might have been,”’ and 
say by whose request that paragraph was published, and by whom it was communicated, in terms or in 
substance? 

Answer. I cannot answer the question with propriety. If it be not absolutely essential for the pur- 
poses of justice, I should prefer, for the reasons stated yesterday, not to give any other answer. I have 
an additional reason in this case for declining, because the communication was expressly a private and 
confidential one. 

The court was cleared to deliberate upon the course to be pursued. 

Upon the opening of the court, it was announced that the court is of opinion that although, from a 
wish to afford every facility to the accused, in pursuing any investigation which he may deem important, 
it did permit the question proposed to be propounded, and would have permitted the witness to answer 
it, yet, when the court is called upon to determine whether it will exercise the power which the law con- 
fers of coercing the witness to answer, the question assumes a more serious aspect; and the court, after 
mature consideration, is of opinion that the question proposed is one which cannot in any material degree 
affect the case of the accused, and therefore will not compel the witness to reply to it. 

The counsel for the accused then prepared and presented another question, which the judge advocate 
stated was liable to the same objection as before. The court was cleared to determine whether or not it 
should be propounded to the witness. The question is as follows: 

Ques. Did the paragraph in question proceed directly or indirectly from the Secretary of the Navy; 
and what agency had he, if any, in preparing it for the press, and causing its publication? 

After having deliberated upon the saine, the court determined that the question should not be put. 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespay, July 27, 1825. 


The court met pursuant tc the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The counse! for the accused proposed reading a paper to the court; the president of the court 
announced to him that the opinion of the court yesterday was that all communications be submitted to it 
through the judge advocate. ; 

The counsel declining to pursue that course, the court was cleared, and when it was opened it was 
announced that the court had decided that the following rule of practice be adopted: 

The accused may submit his communications in writing to the court; the same shall then be publicly 
read by the judge advocate, the court reserving the right of admitting and receiving the papers, or any 
part thereof. 

The counsel for the accused then submitted a petition to the court, calling upon the court to have 
the Secretary of the Navy summoned to attend as a witness, or that interrogatories be transmitted to 








324 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 270, 








him, stating his reasons for the same. The judge advocate observed that the uniform practice had been, 
both in this case and others, for the accused to hand him the names of such witnesses as he wished to be 
officially summoned; that such request had been uniformly and seit 4 complied with. That no appli- 
cation had been maite to him for such summons for the Secretary of the Navy; had it been, it should have 

been afforded the accused without hesitation; and if now mi ide, should be granted at this time. 

The court was cleared, and when it was ope ned it was announced that the paper will not be received, 
and the judge advocate is directed to return the same to the accused, which was accordingly done. 

The judge advocate received a letter from Mr. Seaton, with a request that the same be laid before 


the court, which was accordingly done, annexed, and m: irked 22. 
The counsel for the accused stated that he had nothing to submit to the court at this time. 


Gustavus Harrison, a witness produced by the judge advocate, being duly sworn according to law, 
and by him examined, deposed as follows: 

(Juestion. Were you employed by me, during the sitting of the court of inquiry, in the case of Captain 
D. Porter, to copy the proceedings of the court from my minutes? 

Answer. Yes. 

Ques. Look at the original record now shown you, and say whether you copied the proceedings of 
the said court, excepting those of the last day. 

Ans. It is all in my handwriting, with the exception of some corrections and the proceedings of the 
last day. 

Ques. At what time were you furnished with the minutes from which you took the copy; when did 
you return me your copy, and when were those corrections made? 

Ans. I generally received them about four or five o’clock in the afternoon, after the adjournment of 


the court; I copied them and returned them the next morning, before the meeting of the court; we then 


examined them, and the corrections were made. 
Ques. From the time the copy was made by you until after those corrections were made, was it in 


the power of any one to have taken a copy from either of those papers, and do you believe any such copy 
was at any time taken? 
Ans. I am positive that it was not. 
The accused not being prepared to cross-examine the witness at this time, the court adjourned till 
ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 
Tuerspay, July 28. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 


Mr. Harrison, being again called by the accused, was by him interrogated as follows: 


Question. Examine the several interlineations and erasures in the record proved 4 you yesterday 
as your transcript from the original minutes of the judge advocate, at pages T, 8, 21, 25, ‘26, 31, 32, 38, 
40, the adjournment at page 38, and the note at the bottom of the page 41, and say by whom the y appear 
to have been made? 

Answer. The interlineations appear to be in the handwriting of Mr. Coxe; I cannot say whether the 
erasures were made by him or by myself; the adjournment at p. 38 is in my own handwriting; the note at 
p. 41, is in i handwriting of Mr, Coxe, the 7 in page 41 is, I believe, Mr. Coxe’s. 

Ques, C Jan you recollect, with certainty, whether the original minutes, when given to you to copy, 
had in them the words and passages which now appear interlined, crased and added, at the pages above 


mentioned of the said transcript? 

Ans. I do not know that I can with certainty. 

Vues. From your recollection of the general accuracy or inaccuracy of your transcript, as originally 
made, can you say that you made the mistakes which these alterations, now appearing on the face of the 
transcript, indicate? 

Ans. I cannot say that I made all of them; I know that I made a considerable number. 

Ques. Refer more particularly to the interlineation at p. 7, and the note at the bottom of p. 41, and 
say whether you have any recollection of having made those mistakes? 

Ans. I cannot say whether or not it was my omission, 

(ues. When did you first sce that part of the record, giving the last day’s proceedings, stated as in 
the handwriting of the judge advocate; and do you know anything of the penciled interlineation in the 
second paragraph of the same? 

{ns. I do not recollect seeing that part of the proceedings, until it was shown me yesterday, and I 
know nothing of that interlineation; all that I recollect is that when I called, as usual, for the proceedings 
of that day, I was informed, by Mr. Coxe, that it was copied by him for the purpose of being transmitted 
to the Department, or words to that effect; I do not think I saw the proceedings of that day, at all, until 
I saw it yesterday. 


Questioned by the judge advocate: 

(Juestion, Have you any recollection of my making, on one or more occasions, so many corrections 
in your transcript that you proposed taking it back with you to make a fair copy, and what passed 
on that occasion? 

Answer. 1 do recollect there were so many corrections in one day’s work, as to induce me to ask to 
re-copy it. Your reply was, that there was not then time; that you had to carry them out with you to 
the court, to read them as the proceedings of the court. 

On the part of the accused: 

Ques. Did you ever make more than one copy of the record? 

Ans. I have no recollection that I ever did; I think I may have made other copies of papers exhibited 
by Commodore Porter, but I think I never did for the record. 

Ques. Look at the sheet now shown you, and say if it be in your handwriting; at what time you 
copied; whether before or after you made the transer ipt for the judge advocate; and from what paper— 
the original or your transcr ipt—did you copy it? 

[The witness is here shown a loose sheet, purporting to be a copy of so much of the record as begins 
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with the words “the room was cleared,” on page 21, and ends with the words ‘10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning,” on page 24.] 

Ans. The paper is ia my handwriting, and I have a perfect recollection of the circumstances under 
which I copied it. When I gave the answer I did just now, I thought the paper I had made two copies 
of was an original paper submitted by Commodore Porter; I now find it was an answer to one of his 
papers; I copied this before copying the record from the minutes of the judge advocate, for the use, as I 
understood, of Commodore Porter, by the direction of Mr. Coxe, and it was, I believe, the only paper I 
copied in his office. ; 

, The judge advocate stated then that if there was nothing further ready on the part of the accused, 
he should now offer the deposition of Mr. Monroe, in answer to the interrogatories heretofore sent to him. 

The accused desiring to see the papers which it was proposed to submit to the court, the same were 
handed to him by the judge advocate, and after being perused, were returned. 

They were accordingly (no objection having been made,) read, and submitted to the court, as fol- 
lows: 

1. The letter from Mr. Monroe to the judge advocate, dated July 25th, 1825. (23.) 

2. The interrogatories, cross interrogatories, and answers thereto, sworn to before Mr. J. Bailey, a 
magistrate in Loudon county, Virginia, July 25th, 1825, marked (24,) (25.) 

3. The copy of a note from Captain Porter to Mr. Monroe, dated May 10th, 1825. (26.) 

4, Copy of Mr. Monroe’s answer, dated March 12th, 1825. (27.) 

5, Captain Porter’s reply dated March 12th, 1825. (28.) 

6. Certified copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, dated 21st October, 1824, to Commodore 
Porter. (29.) 

It was also agreed that the documents annexed to the original record, as given in evidence before 
the court of inquiry, and endorsed and numbered by Commodore Chauncey, the president of said court. 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Fripay, July 29, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
(excepting Captain Biddle,) the judge advocate and Captain Porter. 

Captain Spence stated that Captain Biddle was prevented by sickness from attending to-day. 

The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. Capt. Porter stated to the court that Mr. 
Jones (his counsel) was engaged in the necessary arrangements and business of this case, and that he 
had nothing at this time to lay before the court; whereupon, 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Saturpay, July 30, 1825. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
(excepting Captain Biddle,) the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. 

The president announced to the court that, although Captain Biddle was much better than he was 
yesterday, he still continued too much indisposed to resume his seat. 

The judge advocate then submitted and read to the court the following documents; some of which 
were presented at the request of Captain Porter, the residue by the judge advocate, to complete the chain 
of the correspondence: 

Ist. Copy of letter from Smith Thompson, Secretary of the Navy, to Commodore Porter, dated Navy 
Department, August 19, 1823. (30.) 

2d. Copy of letter from Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, to Commodore Porter, dated 
Navy Department, September 29, 1823. (31.) 

3d. Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, dated September 30, 1823. (82.) 

4th. Copy of letter from I. Chauncey, acting Secretary of Navy, to Commodore Porter, dated Navy 
Department, October 28, 1823. (33.) 

5th. Extract of letter from Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated November 19, 
1823. (34.) 

6th. Extract of instructions from Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Porter, dated December, 
1823. (30. 

™ Copy of letter from Samuel L. Southard, Seeretary.of the Navy, to Commodore Porter, d. ted 
Navy Department, May 17, 1824. (36.) 

8th. Copy of letter from D. Porter to Secretary of the Navy, dated Sea Gull, Matanzas, May 28, 
1824. (37.) 

9th. Copy of letter from Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, to Commodore Porter, dated 
Navy Department, May 31, 1824.  (88.) 

10th. Copy of letter from Commodore D, Porter to Secretary of the Navy, dated Washington, June 
25, 1824. (39.) 

11th. Copy of letter frdm Charles Hay, for Secretary of the Navy, to Commodore Porter, dated Navy 
Department, June 29, 1824. (40.) 

12th. Copy of letter from Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated Washington, August 
11,1824. (41) 

13th. Extract of a letter from Charles Hay, (handed in by Commodore Porter,) to Commodore Porter, 
dated Georgetown, D. C., September 11, 1824.  (42.) 

14th. Copy of letter from Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, to Commodore Porter, dated 
Navy Department, October 14. 1824. (43.) 

It was also agreed that the official reports of Lieutenant Sloat, and the accompanying documents and 
correspondence printed in the pamphlet, from page 100 to the end of that publication, be submitted to the 
court as if given in evidence on this trial. 

It is also agreed that the following note, published in the National Journal of June 14, 1825, being 
the anonymous publication or note referred to in Captain Porter’s letter to the Secretary of the Navy, of 
June 14, 1825, and in the testimony of Peter Force, and which, it is admitted, was communicated to the 
editor of the said National Journal by R. S. Coxe, Esq., judge advocate of the court of inquiry therein 
mentioned, with the authority to communicate his name as the author of it, when applied to for that pur- 
pose, be annexed to the record as evidence in this case: 
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To the editor of the National Journal: 

It appears necessary to apprise the public that the recent publication of Commodore Porter, on the 
subject of the proceedings of the court of inquiry in relation to the affair at Foxardo, presents so inaccu- 
rate and imperfect a view of that matter that it will, in due time, receive proper attention. The record 
of the court, and statement of the facts transmitted to the Executive, not having yet been made public, 
and it being understood that the business has not been t rminated, furnish sufficient reasons for postponing 
to a more suitable period the rectification of the errors and the supplying the deficiencies which exist in 
the pamphlet referred to. ‘ 

JuNE 13, 1825. 


The reading of the documents having been completed, the court adjourned until two o’clock on Monday. 


Monpay, August 1, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The minutes of the proceedings of Saturday were read. 

Captain Porter stated that his counsel, not having yet completed the defence which he purposed to 
submit to the court, requested the further indulgence of the court until to-morrow at 12 o’clock, by which 
time he would endeavor to be prepared. 

The judge advocate then read and submitted to the court certa‘n documents from the Navy Depart- 
ment. 
Ist. Copy of a letter from Commodore Porter to Secretary of Navy, dated Washington, October 12, 
1824. (44.) 

2d. Copy of a letter from same to the same, dated Washington, Oct. 19th, 1824. (45.) 

Captain Porter then objected to the reading of these letters, or more of this kind, on the ground that 
they had no relation to or connection with the charges or specifications; that he was prepared to meet any 
other charge which either now, or at any future time, might be preferred for any part of his conduct, but 
that he was now without his counsel, and must of himself, object to the production of this testimony. 

The judge advocate remarked, that the letters were offered as the answers to letters read on Saturday; 
or, as letters to which some of those were answers; that a part of the correspondence having been read, 
it seemed proper to submit the residue of it. 

The court being cleared, proceeded to deliberate upon the question, and after some time it was 
opened, when the resolution of the court was announced, that the papers should be read, but that the 
court would adjourn until to-morrow, that the counsel for the accused might be present at the reading of 


the same. The court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tvurspay, August 2, 1825. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court 
(excepting Captain Tingey,) the judge advocate and Captain Porter. Captain Tingey transmitted an 
order from the Secretary of the Navy, which occasioned his temporary absence. 

The proceedings of yesterday were read, : 

Captain Porter, by his counsel, then submitted some objections to the letters which it was proposed 
to read, and the court was cleared to deliberate on the same. 

After the court was cleared, Captain Tingey appeared, and resumed his seat; on the opening of the 
court, the following proceedings were announced: 

The judge advocate stated to the court that the papers which he had proposed to submit appeared 
to him to be intimately connected with what were read on Saturday, and equally relevant to the case with 
them: but that he was not particularly desirous to press the evidence before the court. The court having 
maturely considered the same, is of opinion that much, if not all, of the evidence submitted by the 
accused on Saturday is wholly irrelevant to the subject matter before it; but, it being submitted by him, 
and not objected to by the judge advocate, it was received without hesitation: as, however, it is the 
opinion of the court that it is irrelevant, it is not deemed necessary or proper to pursue that part of the 
investigation further; and, as it is not objected to by the judge advocate, and appears to be the desire of 
the accused, the court will not receive or annex to the record any of the five papers to which the objec- 
tion extends. 

The counsel for the accused then submitted to the court sundry documents of an official nature. The 
court having been cleared to deliberate upon the papers submitted, and having*considered the same, is of 
opinion that the evidence is not admissible before the court, being wholly irrelevant to the charges and 
specifications. The counsel for the accused having been understood to intimate that the object intended 
by offering the document was to illustrate the construction which the government had given to the 
instructions from the Department, the court conceiving this to constitute an insufficient reason for admit- 
ting the same as evidence in the cause, it has therefore decided not to receive the testimony offered. It 
is not, however, designed to preclude the accused from resorting to any documents of a public and official 
kind, which he may conceive to furnish him with sources of argument, in his defence. 

The court being opened, the foregoing proceedings were announced. 

The counsel for the accused having stated that he had no other testimony to submit, the evidence 
was considered as closed. He was then asked when he should be prepared with the defence; he replied 
by stating that he might possibly be prepared by Thursday, but could not promise positively to have it 
ready before Friday. 

The court then adjourned till to-morrow, at 10 o’clock. 


Wepyespay, August 3, 1825. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
(excepting Captain Ridgley,) the judge advocate, and Captain Porter. 
The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 
Captain Ridgley was prevented by indisposition from attending the sitting of the court to-day. The 
court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 








1825.] PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL. 327 








Tuurspay, August 4, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 

Captain Porter having intimated that his counsel would be prepared by eleven o’clock to-morrow, 
the court adjourned till that hour. 


Fripay, August 5, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the conrt, the 
judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. The 
counsel for the accused, having obtained permission of the court, proceeded to deliver the defence. 
Before concluding it, at his request, the court adjourned till to-morrow morning, at eleven o’clock. 
Saturpay, August 6. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate, and Captain Porter. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. The de- 
livery of the defence was resumed, and when it was concluded, the counsel having undertaken to hand in 
the defence on Monday morning, that the same might be annexed to the record, the court adjourned till 
Monday morning at 10 o’clock. 


Monpay, August 8. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: all the members of the court, and 
the judge advocate. The minutes of the proceedings of Saturday were read. 

It was announced to the court that the defence was not ready to be submitted to the court to-day, 
but that it should be ready by to-morrow. It was determined by the court to go on with the business 
before it with closed doors. The room was accordingly cleared, and the proceedings of the court were 
read over. The reading continued until after three o’clock, when the court adjourned till 10 o’clock to- 
morrow morning. 


TuEspay, August 9. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court and 
the judge advocate. The room being cleared, the residue of the proceedings was read. 

The defence not having been transmitted, the court came to the following resolution: 

Resolved by the court, That this court has felt and exhibited a disposition during the progress of this 
trial to allow every indulgence to the accused which the most cautious regard to his feelings and wishes 
could dictate: that with this disposition, delays, and a course of practice, have been submitted to, in 
which the court has reluctantly acquiesced: that arguments, instead of being prepared, when offered to 
the court, in such a state as to be annexed to the record, have, after an ample allowance of time, been 
delivered orally, and an equal length of time afterwards consumed in committing the same to writing. 
That in regard to the defence, after having waited for an unusual length of time, it was in fact delivered 
to the court orally, and as a written document it has not been presented to the court this the third day 
after its public delivery; the ccurt feels constrained to notice this conduct, which it cannot pass over 
without an expression of its disapprobation, and has determined that, unless the paper is ready by the 
meeting of the court to-morrow, the court will proceed to judgment without it. And it is requested of 
the judge advocate that a copy of the foregoing resolution be transmitted to the accused this afternoon. 

At three o’clock the court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespay, August 10. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court and 
the judge advocate. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The judge advocate stated that, in compliance witlr the wishes of the court, he had left a letter 
directed to Captain Porter, containing a copy of the foregoing resolutions, with the counsel of the accused 
yesterday, on his return from the court. 

The defence not having been transmitted, the court proceeded to deliberate upon the charges, speci- 
fications, the evidence that had been submitted, and what had been alleged in behalf of the accused; and 
during the deliberation, the defence upon the first charge was communicated to the court, annexed, and 
marked P. 

After having carefully and maturely weighed and deliberated upon the matter, the court is of opinion 
that the specification of the first charge is fully proved, and does adjudge the accused evitry of the 
first charge. 

The court is also of opinion that the first specification of the second charge is proved in part; that 
it is fully proved so far as regards the letter to the President, of the seventeenth day of April, 1825, and 
the letters to the Secretary of the Navy, of the thirtieth day of January, the thirteenth day of April, and 
the fourteenth day of June, 1825—each of which the court conceives to be of the character attributed to 
them in the said specification; but it does not consider the letter of the sixteenth day of March as liable 
to the same censure; and, therefore, so far as regards this last-mentioned letter, the court is of opinion 
that this specification is not proved. The court is also of opinion that the second, third, fourth, and fifth 
specifications of the second charge are fully proved. The court is of opinion that the second charge is 
fully proved, and does accordingly adjudge the accused euitty of the same. 

In deciding upon the first charge, and the specifications under it, the court, however, feels itself 
called upon to ascribe the conduct of the accused, which is deemed censurable, to an anxious disposition 
on his part to maintain the honor and advance the interests of the nation and the service. 

The court also thinks it proper to state that, in deciding that the third specification is proved, it is 
of the opinion that, so far as respects the inaccuracies pointed out by the judge advocate in the paper 
annexed to the record and marked No. 15, this specification is fully proved, but the court sees no reason 
to believe that the errors and inaccuracies therein indicated were the result of design or of improper 
motive; that, with the exception of such errors as have been particularly noted, the publication by the 
accused of the proceedings of the court of inquiry appears to be a correct transcript of the record. 
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In forming its opinion upon the fourth specification, the court is satisfied that the same is fully proved 
in the following particulars: 

In the advertisement “by the conduct of the court, to which the subject was referred for investi- 
gation, I was driven from its presence, and prevented from making the explanations on which I founded 
my justification.” 

In the remarks, page 24, ‘I could not consent to defend myself before the court against any charge 
whatever, until its legality had been decided by competent authority—until I could appear before it on 
terms of perfect equality with my accusers—until I could be allowed to protect myself in the way which 
might appear to me most proper; without submitting my defence to the inspection of the judge advocate, 
who had no right to decide in my case; or to the control of the court, who would thereby have exercised 
a power not founded in law or justice; and without the risk of undeserved reproof.” 

In page 25: “But it was the duty of the court to decide whether it was or was not competent; the 
decision, as to its belief on the subject, on oath, was all that was required by me, and the question could 
have been decided by the court as readily, and as well before as it was after the instructions of the 
Secretary had been received; that it did not decide in the first instance, is sufficient evidence that doubts 
then existed as to its legality.” 

‘Under all circumstances, then, I had nothing to lose or apprehend by my withdrawal from the court, 
and I certainly saved a very useless sacrifice of my feelings, as (except in its deportment towards me, 
while before it) it could do me neither good or harm, A court more powerless, and yet more calculated 
to alarm the accused, was perhaps never formed.” 

“The charge first to be investigated was exhibited against me by the Secretary of the Navy; 
the Secretary of the Navy selected my judges, two of whom were junior to me. The judge advocate, 
who is the primum mobile of all military courts, received his appointment from the Secretary, and is his 
warm friend and protégé. Under these circumstances, it may readily be imagined I had everything to 
apprehend, and nothing to hope for while before the court; and to defend myself under the conditions 
imposed on me, would have been worse than useless.” 

In the remarks in page 31, it appears to the court to be implied that all the documents, upon which 
the court of inquiry founded its opinion, were contained in the pamphlet, which was not the fact. 

The court also includes, as proof of this specification, the second paragraph of the paper marked E, 
in page 40 of the pamphlet. 

The court does therefore sentence and adjudge the said Captain David Porter to be suspended for 
the term of six months, from the date hereof. 

Having come to the aforesaid determination, and the residue of the defence not having been trans- 
mitted, the court, for the purpose of enabling the judge advocate to prepare in due form, and record the 
said findings, and it being after four o’clock, adjourned till eleven o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, August 11, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday, Present: all the members of the court 
and the judge advocate, The proceedings of yesterday having been read, the court proceeded to sign 
this, the record of its proceedings, the finding and sentence. 
JAMES BARRON, President. 
THOS. TINGEY. 

JAMES BIDDLE. 

CH. G. RIDGELY. 

ROBT. TRAILE SPENCE. 
J. W. DOWNES. 

J. D. HENLEY. 

J. D. ELLIOTT. 

JAMES RENSHAW. 
THOS. BROWN. 

CHS. C. B. THOMPSON. 
ALEX. 8. WADSWORTH. 
GEO. W. RODGERS. 
Ricuarp §. Coxr, Judge Advocate. 


Tuurspay, August 11. 

The record of the proceedings in the case of Captain David Porter having been signed and trans- 
mitted to the Department, the court, by virtue of an order for that purpose from the Secretary of the 
Navy, directed to the president, and hereunto annexed and marked A, adjourned to meet to-morrow 
morning at ten o’clock, at the building on First street east, and the corner of Maryland avenue, formerly 
occupied by the Congress of the United States. } 


Fripay, August 12. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court and 
the judge advocate. The judge advocate read and submitted to the court a letter from the Secretary of 
the Navy, which was annexed and marked B, and the record of the proceedings as transmitted yesterday 
to the Department, with the paper referred to as a continuance of the defence of Captain Porter. 

The paper having been read, on motion of a member, the court determined that it will adjourn until 
ten o’clock to-morrow, and that Captain Porter be informed that the court will receive the residue of the 


defence at that hour. 
The court adjourned until to-morrow at ten o’clock. 


Saturpay, August 13. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, and the 
judge advocate. The proceedings of yesterday were read. The residue of the defence was received at 
near twelve o’clock, and the court proceeded to read the same. 

After completing the reading of the document, the following motion was made and adopted: 
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The judge advocate having stated that he had received from the accused certain papers, purporting 
to be the residue of his defence, the same were read and considered. The court is decidedly of opinion 
that these papers vary in many respects from the defence which was delivered on behalf of the accused, 
by his counsel: that, in particular, the severity of animadversion upon the conduct of the judge advocate, 
which appears in these papers, did not appear in the defence that was delivered, and the court deems it 
due to itself to state that the conduct of the judge advocate during the trial was, in its opinion, free from 
the censure imputed to it. 

As, however, the court is not in possession of the defence, which, in violation of its rule and of prece- 
dent, was delivered orally, and from notes under the appearance of reading it, the court has annexed 
this document to its proceedings, with this further observation, that nothing is perceived in it which can 
in the least vary the conclusion to which the court had arrived, 

JAMES BARRON, President. 
§rcHarD S. Coxr, Judge Advocate. 


The court adjourned till ten o’clock on Monday morning. 


Approved. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Avevst 17, 1825, 





Notes of the principal heads of argument and authority, in support of the objections taken by the counsel of 
Commodore Porter to the second charge and specification of the same. 


The counsel is well aware how much out of place, before a court-martial, are the nice and 
abstruse subtilties, and the merely technical rules, peculiar to some branches of practice in the 
courts of common law. He will, therefore, implicitly follow the advice of a learned civilian, (who 
has made military jurisprudence, and the analagous principles and practice of municipal jurispru- 
dence, as administered in courts of civil and criminal judicature, the subject of an elaborate, practical, 
and useful essay, ) and who very prudently and properly recommends to counsel, engaged in the conduct 
of a defence before a court-martial, to avoid every topic calculated to perplex and embarrass the judgment 
of gentlemen not professionally conversant with the law, by “forcing the discordant and unsuitable 
axioms and rules of civil courts upon a ‘military tribunal.’”” Accordingly, no “rules or axioms of the 
civil courts” are adverted to, upon this occasion, but such as have been distinctly invoked to the practice 
of “military tribunals;’’ or such as, being founded in the immutable principles of right and justice, are 
necessarily common to both, and cannot be dispensed with by either without consigning the subjects of 
its jurisdiction to an unqualified tyranny. The truth is, there is no essential difference, either in the form 
of procedure, or in the principles, by which both are guided in the administration of criminal justice. 
The course of proceedings at British courts-martial is said to assimilate more nearly to trials for high 
treason in the courts of common law; because prisoners, tried for that crime, have greater privileges 
allowed them by statute than what are allowed in criminal prosecutions for other offences.* 

All the forms of procedure of the civil courts, in the department of criminal judicature, are simple 
and concise: they are clear of the technical subtilties and of the nice and artificial distinctions which 
have resulted from the abstruse and complicated rules of property, and the perplexed dialectics of special 
pleading: they are the result of great sagacity, long experience, and a practical insight of human affairs; 
exerted in the compilation of a system of rules, necessary to the protection of property, life and reputation 
against the irregular, capricious and vindictive action of power. ’Tis beyond the reach of human 
sagacity to institute or digest any system which is to act with infallible and undeviating truth and 
accuracy in all the diversified occasions of practice; consequently, in some particular instances, the 
forms with which human rights are fenced in and guarded, may rather inconveniently fetter and retard 
the march of substantial justice: these forms are nevertheless wholesome and necessary; and ’tis better 
to endure some partial inconveniences than encroach upon the conspicuous and well-defined land-marks, 
intended as impassable barriers against the oppressions of the mighty upon the weak. And of all the 
modes in which might can demonstrate its cupidity or its wrath, to the danger of individual security and 
justice, and against which every free community is the most provident and circumspect in devising, and 
most tenacious in maintaining wholesome checks and restraints,—is that of high-seated power, bearing 
down upon its victim with all the weight and circumstance of official splendor and influence, in a state 
prosecution, A vulgar error has sometimes prevailed, to the great disparagement of the military 
character, that a military establishment must necessarily be composed of men who have voluntarily 
surrendered all the essential rights of citizens, and who have abandoned everything sacred and dear in 
life and honor, to the uncontrolled will and unregulated power of the government. Against such an 
absurdity it would be superfluous to contend, before an intelligent and experienced tribunal, composed, 
as is the present, of gentlemen who have been disciplined in the rights and duties, alike of civil and of 
military life: as every man, aspiring to wield the arms of an enlightened republic, must be, or sink into 
the pernicious and degraded instrument of usurpation and despotism. 

Then it is one of the fundamental and uncompromising maxims, as well of martial, as of every other 
human law, that it should define, beforehand, and with precision, the offences which it punishes; the 
only alternative is to leave it to the absolute discretion of every successive court-martial to determine, 
without any fixed rule or guide, upon each particular accusation, whether the act charged be one which 
the law either designed or ought to have punished. This alternative is universally held to be the very 
essence of tyranny; and utterly incompatible with any sound principle, by which either military discipline 
and police are maintained, or the forms of civil government instituted. Wholesome restrains of the ceaseless 
tendency of power to excess, and to irregular exertions of its force, and well defined rules by which 
individuals may certainly know what actions are either enjoined or forbidden, are just as necessary to 
the conservation of the military as of the social virtues. Once beat down the barriers by which the 
essential rights of the soldier are protected against the invasion of vindictive or capricious power, and 











* McArthur, (4th edition, London,) b. 1, ch. 12, s. 1, p. 282. 
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every tie of subordination, but that of brute force, is dissolved. The generosity of soul that ennobles 
valor, and gives all its moral elevation and dignity to the military spirit, is extinguished; his rapid 
degeneracy renders him no longer formidable to any but to the state which has degraded and debased 
him. No government, whose institutions bear the remotest affinity to our own, has ever acted upon the 
notion that persons in military capacities were to have their relative rights and privileges defined, or 
guarded by any less fixed, certain, known and precise laws and rules of conduct than their fellow citizens 
in civil capacities; or that criminal justice was to be administered, in military courts, with any less 
regard to the fundamental principles of legal justice than in other courts of judicature. The rights and 
privileges of the janissary are just as well defined in theory, and respected in practice, as those of any 
other of the sujects of Turkey; where all are equally exposed to the arbitrary caprices of a power which 
is despotic, only because it is of indefinite extent, and vague and uncertain in its limitations and in its 
rules of action, These same janissaries, at once the instruments and the terror of the despotism they 
uphold, are but the type of what every military establishment must become, when placed out of the pale 
of the general law, by which the relative rights and duties of individuals are defined, and which 
determines, by fixed, known and precise rules, the offences which may draw down the penalties of 
vindictive justice. 

Accordingly, all the regular governments of modern times, which have made much progress in 
civilization and improvement, have been at great pains to digest codes for their fleets and armies, 
by which all military crimes and punishments have been enumerated and defined with more or less 
precision, 

Indeed, so manifest is the expediency and indispensable the justice of extending to military men and 
to military tribunals all those essentials, and generally received principles and forms of judicial justice, 
which are supposed to constitute the sanctions of property, life and reputation to the citizens at large, 
that the practice is said to prevail, in many of the foreign services on the continent of Europe, of extending 
to soldiers the privilege of being tried by their peers; for which purpose some of the same rank with the 
prisoner, from officers of the highest rank to privates, are admitted as members of courts-martial. 
This practice has, it seems, been recommended, but successfully opposed, in the British service.* 

In Britain it has been for a century and a half the subject of anxious and minute legislation, in 
successive parliaments, which has resulted in a compilation of criminal law, for their fleets and armies, as 
elaborate, and perhaps, more systematic and complete, in its kind, than any they have hitherto framed 
for the community at large. The British articles of war, both military and naval, have been respectively 
adopted by Congress, with such modifications as were thought necessary to fit them to the peculiar 
organization of our own establishments; and it must, in candor, be confessed, that our alterations of the 
British system have not been uniformly for the better, but, in one or two particular instances, presently 
to be remarked upon, decidedly for the worse. 

Of the forty-two articles adopted by the act of Congress for the government of the navy, thirty 
(from the 3d to the 32d inclusive) constitute what may be called the criminal code of the navy; in which 
all the offences cognizable by a naval court-martial are enumerated and defined; the appropriate 
punishments for each kind and degree of offence prescribed; a tribunal for the trial of them constituted, 
and a few of the most essential and indispensable forms of procedure laid down, 

Then the first and radical question in every prosecution before a court-martial is, whether the matter 
of the accusation be cognizable by the court as constituting any offence enumerated and defined in the 
given code of criminal law: there the offence is to be found, or nowhere: by that authority it is to be 
punished, or by none. 

In Britain, it is said that the “‘crimes cognizable by courts-martial are pointed out by the mutiny 
act and articles of war; which every military man is or ought to be acquainted with:’+ and again, that 
“martial law is laid down in so plain and simple a manner, that every military man is or ought to be 
acquainted with what are thereby deemed crimes.”{ It is further said not to be necessary to refer, in 
the charge, to the particular articles of war supposed to be violated; because “the specification of the 
criminal act is sufficient intimation to the prisoner;” who may ‘always dispute its relevancy, and call 
upon the prosecution to show in what respect it falls under the prohibitions of that law.” § 

A favorite idea has prevailed among military men, and with some military tribunals, that a court- 
martial is not only a solemn tribunal of criminal judicature, but also a court of honor: privileged to erect 
a sort of censorial power over the minor morals of the members of the profession; and, as such, to take 
cognizance of certain immoralities and indecorums, or of certain departures from the more delicate and 
refined points of honor, indispensable to the character and conduct of an accomplished officer and gentle- 
man; but not prohibited or condemned by any positive law. This idea, to a certain extent, is not with- 
out some support from reason, authority and practice; but, to the extent here stated, is certainly 
erroneous, and contrary to the best established principles and precedents. It is true to any extent, only 
because the military code has, by positive enactment, extended the judicial cognizance of its courts to 
more minute transgressions of private morals than are cognizable in other courts: not that the military 
any more than the civil courts have any authority to try or to punish any act, not expressly constituted 
an offence, punishable under the military code. For instance, the British articles of war, both naval and 
military, make ‘‘ scandalous, infamous behavior, such as is unbecoming the character of an officer and a 
gentleman,” an oflence punishable by dismission from the service: || and this article has undergone a 
version, in its adoption into our military code, extremely disadvantageous to its precision, and in short, 
to every commendable quality of a penal law: for there it is stripped of all the aggravations by which 
the offence is characterized in the British articles; as “ behaving in a scandalous, infamous, cruel, oppres- 
sive or fraudulent manner, unbecoming the character,” &c., and marks out for reprobation, and for the 
same sort and degree of punishment, as the British articles, conduct simply characterized as ‘ unbe- 
coming an officer and a gentleman;” {{ without specifying how or to what degree it is unbecoming to him; 
or whether to his moral or his professional character; or to his person or his manners. This article in neither 





* Adye, ch. 2, page 43-4. 

t Adye, (7th ed., Lond.,) p. 1, ch. 2, p. 62. 

t Id., p. 2, ch. 5, p. 225. 

§ Tytler, (3d ed., Lond.,) ch. 5, s. 1, p. 216-7. 

|| Tytler, p. 212; McArthur, App. No. 1, art. 33, p. 335. 

1 Vide Rules and Articles for the government of the armies of the U. S., art. 83; Macomb, pages 63, 241. 
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of its forms is to be found among our naval articles of war; but there is among the latter one corres- 
ponding to the second of the British naval articles; which, after enumerating “ oppression, cruelty, 
fraud, profane swearing, and drunkenness,” concludes with ‘other scandalous conduct, tending to the 
destruction of good morals.”* 

Now here, it must be confessed, is ample scope for the exercise of a sound discretion in deciding, in 
one case, what acts are scandalous, infamous, &c.,—in another, what are “‘ unbecoming an officer and gentle- 
man;—in another, what immoralities, under the denomination of ‘‘ other scandalous conduct,” are equiva- 
lent, in turpitude, to the immediately preceding enumeration of “oppression, cruelty, fraud, &c.;” still it 
is nothing more than a sound discretion, acting under the authority and by the express mandate of the 
Jaw—not an unlimited direction to legislate new offences into existence. When the nature and degree 
of the offence are once ascertained by the application of that sound discretion to the facts of the case, 
and these facts are found to bring the case within the operation of the law,—it is then an offence as 
emphatically embraced within the purview of the law, and as positively prohibited, as if it had been 
therein designated by name, or by the most specific description. After all, it is nothing more, in prin- 
ciple, than the ordinary discretion of every court of law to construe, interpret or expound the obscure, 
perplexed, and doubtful terms of general statutes. There is also vested in courts-martial an extensive 
discretion, as to the sort and degree of punishment to be inflicted for various transgressions. So every 
criminal court has more or less discretion to inflict optional punishments; and we see them, every day, 
deliberating on a fine from one cent to any indefinite amount; or imprisonment from one hour to seven 
years, or no imprisonment at all. 

In short, the exercise of this sound legal discretion, by whatever court, civil or military, and to 
whatever degree, is nothing more or less than the judicial exposition, or the judicial execution of a posi- 
tive law; and leaves the conclusion untouched, that no offence is cognizable by a court-martial but what 
is prohibited and punished by some article of the military code, under the authority of which the court 
acts; and consequently, that every accusation or charge must set out in ferms an offence so prohibited 
and punished, or be excluded from the cognizance and jurisdiction of the court. 

The defect of power in a court-martial to erect itself into a court of honor, and, as such, to assume 
censorial ‘jurisdiction over such breaches of good manners, or good morals, or of decorum and gentlemanly 
demeanor, as are not made positively unlawful by the articles of war, or some statute, is strongly illus- 
trated by the case of a British officer, tried at the Cape of Good Hope, under a charge of “ scandalous, 
infamous conduct, unbecoming the character.of an officer and a gentleman;” in support of which, it was 
proved that, after making a present of a horse to a general officer, he sent in a charge of £600 for the 
same horse. Upon which the court acquitted him of the graver part of the charge, “ scandalous, infamous 
behavior;” but found him guilty of mean, dishonorable, and ungentlemanly conduct, for which they 
sentenced him to six months’ suspension, &c. Yet, upon an appeal to the King in council, it was solemnly 
decided that the court had no jurisdiction over this inferior immorality of mean, shabby conduct; but 
that, having acquitted him of the legal part of the charge, he stood acquitted altogether. 

The point may now be taken, as clearly established, that a court-martial, being a court of limited 
and defined jurisdiction, in respect both of persons and offences, can take no cognizance of any act or word 
but such as is positively prohibited and punished by the military code, and can exercise no discretion in 
determining either the legal or the moral character of such act or word, but what is expressly communi- 
cated to it by law. 

This brings us to the consideration of the form and substance of the accusation or charge, in order to 
determine: Ist, whether any offence, cognizable by the court, be set out in terms; and 2d, if there be, 
whether it is set forth in such manner and form, and with such specifications, as, according to the 
established law and practice of courts-martial, may justify calling upon the prisoner to answer. 


A more particuiar enumeration of the terms, in which the charges and specifications now objected to: 


are conceived, may be usefully preceded by a succinct analysis of the rules, by which the form of such 
accusations is prescribed. These rules shall be deduced from the most approved writers and authorities 
upon martial law alone; all of whom concur, with undeviating unanimity, in the terms of the rules to be 
cited, and rival each other in the amplifications and illustrations, by which the utility and necessity of 
a strict observance of them are enforced. 

Then there must be a certainty of the offence committed; it must be set out in such terms as bring it 
unequivocally or clearly within the law or statute, by which it is made punishable; in some instances, even 
words synonymous with those of the article prohibiting the offence do not suffice; but the very words of the 
law must be used, as in case of mutiny, &c., and the special manner of the whole fact must be set forth 
with certainty, in the specifications. All the circumstances of time and place, and of the acts charged, must 
be minutely described. If disrespectful, contemptuous or mutinous words be imputed to him, the very 
words must be specified; and it is not enough for a witness to say that words of such an effect were 
spoken, but he must prove the very words. The more general and vague the description of the offence 
in the article by which it is punished, the more particular and minute must be the specifications in the 
accusation of the facts and circumstances intended to be proved in support of it. It is agreed, on all 
hands, that there must be the same precision and the same minuteness (and in many instances greater 
minuteness) as in indictments in the civil courts. One author, Mr. Tytler, a Scotch advocate, and of 
course a civilian, would rather compare it to a libel, (which is equivalent, in the tribunals under the civil 
or Roman law, to an indictment or criminal information at common law,) because the libel deals in more 
minute and diffuse specifications of the facts and circumstances charged, and it is certain that a court- 
martial more resembles a tribural of the civil law than of the common law, since the members unite in 
their own persons the character both of judge and jury.t 

The rationale of the rule is the same in all courts, which is, that the prisoner being thus minutely 
informed, under what law, for what offence, and of what facts he is accused, may duly prepare him for his 
trial. In the same spirit, it is required that he be furnished with a true copy of the charges and specifica- 
tions, and the names and descriptions of the witnesses for the prosecution, in due time before his trial. The 
object of this rule is not only that he may be prepared to meet the matter of the charge, but to canvass, 
and if necessary impeach the competency or the credit of the witnesses; and after a copy of the charges 





* Vide Laws U. S., p. 351, ch. 187, art. 3; 1 MeArthur, App. No. 1, art. 2, p. 325. 
{ 2 McArthur, ch. 8, sec. 9, p. 297-8. 
t Adye, p. 1, ch. 6, p. 127-8; Tytler, ch. 5, sec. 1, p. 200-218; McArthur, b. 2, ch. 1, sec. 3, p. 6-12; Macomb, p. 61-3. 
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has been thus served upon the prisoner, they are unalterable, but under peculiar and extraordinary 
circumstances.* 

All this is the established Jaw and practice of courts-martial, deduced from the strongest analogies 
of judicial justice; and on the best authorities, deduced from the most approved treatises upon tbe law 
and practice of such courts. But, in this country, it does not rest upon such authorities alone, but upon 
these authorities, recognized adopted and embodied into our naval articles of war; by which it is expressly 
enacted that the ‘person accused shall be furnished with a true copy of the charges, with the specifica- 
tions,” &c.t If, therefore, the general doctrine required any corroboration from statutory enactment, 
here it is; for, in the use of the [term “specifications,” everything is implied that had been authentically 
held to be involved in its true meaning and effect. 

Now let this second charge and its specifications be brought to the test of these rules. 

First of all, as an indictment or information for an offence cognizable by a court of common law, it 
is impossible for any lawyer to hesitate one instant in pronouncing that it would be utterly vicious and 
void; not for the want of any forms or solemnities, merely technical, but for the most essential and pal- 
pable defects of matter and substance. 

Then, by this test, it fails; there is a plain and incurable failure; the whole must be rejected and 
set aside. 

But let the context be minutely examined and tried by the loosest rules that the greatest latitudina- 
rian in military jurisprudence could desire. 

Before its validity, as the description of any offence within the terms of the naval articles of war, 
can be determined, its meaning must be ascertained; and that is the most uncertain, obscure, and per- 
plexed imaginable. 

The charge itself, considered separate and apart from the specifications, consists of two members, 
but both, it is presumed, intending the same identical act or offence, and only describing it with super- 
added aggravations; the conduct imputed was unbecoming an officer, because it was insubordinate. 

The first member of the charge is ‘‘ insubordinate conduct;” and here we are at sea, without chart or 
compass; for the conduct imputed to the accused is characterized by an epithet unknown to our language. 
Being unable to discover it in any vocabulary, or in any document of the language, either of science 
or of general literature, it was presumed to be a term of art, and peculiar to the art military. But no 
research in our power to make into the nomenclature of that art has been attended with any greater 
success. The next process was to resort to the etymology of the word; and presuming it to be the nega- 
tive or privative of “ subordinate,” the validity of the charge, as a precise accusation under some naval 
article of war, was tried by that test. But it was not found that the negative article of that adjective 
could, by any possibility, be made out to be such an accusation, Then presuming that the adjective 
‘* subordinate” might have some peculiar and technical meaning, distinct from what is affixed to it in the 
language of science and general literature, military dictionaries and other works upon the art military 
have been consulted, but in vain, to detect any such technical meaning. On the contrary, the only book 
on military affairs (and that is one expressly written on military jurisprudence) in which our very par- 
tial research has discovered the word, uses it precisely in the same sense as it is found in the language 
of science and general literature—that is, as indicating the gradations in the series of military rank; 
exactly agreeing with the definition of the word given by the best authorities—‘‘inferior in order; 
descending in a regular series.” So the negative of this quality would charge Commodore Porter with 
‘conduct not inferior in order, not descending in a regular series;’? and under what article of war may 
such conduct be brought? The process of etymology has been pushed still further in order to discover 
the true meaning of this charge; the substantive ‘“ subordination” has been pressed into the service; 
and ’tis found that, in military language, it has acquired a meaning somewhat different from that by 
which it is generally defined and understood—namely, an obedience to orders.§ Then, if by any legiti- 
mate coinage, “ insubordinate conduct”? could be understood as expressing the negative.of subordination, 
we have nothing more nor less than a charge of “disobedience of orders, and conduct unbecoming an 
officer ;”’? a repetition verbatim et literatim of the first charge, for which the accused is now under trial. 

This identity of the first and second charges, thus elaborated from the devious circumlocution of 
loose anologies of the periphrasis supposed to be couched in the terms of the second charge, is the most 
favorable interpretation, for the dilemma is fairly put: it must have that meaning, or no meaning. 

In that sense of the charge, which of the five specifications, or what circumstance in any of them, 
squints at any disobedience of orders? 

The second member of the charge, ‘ conduct unbecoming an oftficer,’’? though free from the solecism 
of language apparent in the other, is equally foreign to the terms and definitions of any naval article of 
war. Even under the extremely vague terms of the 83d military article of war (which is here dis- 
tanced in vagueness and uncertainty) it would be utterly untenable; but, as the naval code contains no 
analogous articles, there can be less justification here of this indefinite and unintelligible charge. 
Nothing is more uncertain, nothing more dependent upon the evanescent caprices of taste and fashion, 
than what may “ become an officer.”. It may be very unbecoming in him to do a thousand of the most 
innocent or indifferent things in the world; he may wear his hat, or his sword, or his coat, after a very 
unbecoming fashion; what might be very becoming in a young lieutenant of twenty, might be quite 
otherwise in the hoary veteran. In short, there is no end to the minute instances in which he may trans- 
gress the decorums of life and good breeding, without bringing himself within any of the penal prohi- 
bitions of military law. 

The charge itself being vicious and defective in its terms, it becomes, in a measure, useless to 
inquire into the nature of the specifications; for if the charge falls, the whole substratum of the specifi- 
cations, everything that gives them significancy or application, is taken away. 

We have not, however, stopped here, but have endeavored to discover whether these specifications 
ascertained; with any precision, the true meaning and gravamen of the charge. The result will be found 
in the following summary of them. 








* Adye, p. 127-8; Tytler, p. 217, 244, 358; 1 McArthur, 281-2; Macomb, 89, 172. 
1 Vide Laws U.S., vol 3, p. 358, art. 38. 

t McArthur, ch. 2, s. 1, p. 15-16. 

§ Duane’s Military Dictionary, in voc. 
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Specification 1. In explainingt he meaning of the charge, by this specification, a notable instance 
of the old paradox of the “ ignotum per ignotius,’’ met us at the threshhold: of the obscure explained by 
the more obscure; ‘confusion, worse confounded,” followed from explaining “ insubordinate conduct” by 
‘“insubordinate letters.’ We are here told that the conduct, complained of in the charge, consisted in 
the writing of ‘‘ various letters of an insubordinate and disrespectful character.’ Here, our old difficulty, 
from the new-coined word, insubordinate, again opposes our research after a meaning—a difficulty cer- 
tainly not diminished by being applied to /etters. Our former analogical definition, ‘ disobedience of 
orders,” seems to be further from the mark than ever. It might be well enough conceived how a man 
might be ordered not to write a letter, and might, by writing one, disobey the order; but how the letter 
itself could acquire the quality or character of being ‘‘insubordinate,” is not so easy to be imagined. 
Now, take the other characteristic of these letters, that of being “ disrespectful,’ and what article of 
war denounces “disrespectful letters” as a military offence? Besides, neither the tenor nor the sub- 
stance and effect of these letters is set forth; then how are they disrespectful? In what degree; in what 
does the disrespect consist; and to whom was it offered? All these particulars are left to the vaguest 
and most uncertain conjecture. There would be no end to the possible modes and degrees in which a 
letter may be deemed disrespectful. The disrespectful character here imputed to these letters may consist 
of such a minute transgression of high breeding as that mentioned in a certain popular novel; where a 
very refined and fastidious gentleman, receiving a letter sealed with a wafer, instead of waz, indignantly 
spurns at it as contaminated by the spittle of the writer. 

Upon this whole subject of disrespectful letters, or disrespectful conduct, it may be sufficient to say 
that no such offence, in any of its modes or degrees, is to be found among the naval articles of war. The 
5th and 6th of the military articles do, indeed, punish contemptuous or disrespectful words towards a cer- 
tain description of enumerated persons; but there are no such articles in the naval code; and if there 
were, there is no charge or specification to bring the case within them. The naval code punishes mutinous 
words, and the treatment of a superior officer with contempt.* There is no pretence here that any con- 
duct or any language of Com. Porter was liable to either of these imputations. ‘‘Contempt” to a supe- 
rior officer, is a technical term, and is, by no means, necessarily comprehended in the imputation of 
“ disrespectful letters,” or “disrespectful insinuations.’’? Besides, there is not in this charge, or in any of 
the specifications, the least suggestion that any disrespect was conveyed, either by the letters or by the 
insinuations, to a superior officer, within the meaning of the 13th naval article. But the specifications 
are all so radically and incurably defective, in other respects, that this is scarce worth mentioning. _ 

Specification 2. This might be discussed by a single question, namely: What article of war, or 
what other law, had made it unlawful, or, in any sense, tmproper, to publish the proceedings of the court 
of inquiry after that court had made its report—had finally disposed of the subject, and had been dis- 
solved? The proceedings of the court were necessarily open and public to all the world; all the world 

yas free to publish them; and why not Commodore Porter?—if, indeed, it be not a solecism in terms to 
accuse him of publish’ng what was already public, without any agency, active or passive, on his part. 

This presents a very different question from that of publishing, during the progress and pendency of 
a trial, detailed reports of the evidence, from day to day—a practice peculiarly incompatible with the 
order of proceeding, and principles of practice in military courts, and highly improper and mischievous, 
for many obvious reasons, in any court. If Commodore Porter had violated the respect and duty incum- 
bent on him, as a party before the court of inquiry, by making any such obnoxious publication, he 
would, doubtless, have been called to a summary account by the court, in the exercise of its incidental 
power to punish the contempts of parties and witnesses. But with the trial, every reason against a 
detailed and public report of the proceedings ceased; and, accordingly, it is one of the most ordinary, 
and, at the same time, of the most unquestioned rights, to publish such reports after the trial. In this 
case the functions ef the court of inquiry, upon which such publication might have operated improperly, 
had ceased; and if any inconvenience has been experienced in practice, from publications which may 
operate on the deliberations of the Executive, by convincing or informing his judgment, it will be time 
enough to punish the act when some law shall have made it an offence. In this specification, then, is the 
absence of every circumstance that might have shown how this publication was, either actually or possibly, 
mischievous. The nature of the proceedings, so published, and the motives and objects of the publication, 
are circumstances that are altogether overlooked. 

Specification 3. “An incorrect statement of the proceedings.’? Here, again, we ask, what definite 
idea, either of the fact, or of the gravamen of the charge, does this specification afford? Wherein does 
Is it in the punctuation, the orthography, the syntax, or any other trans- 
gression of grammatical rules? In what degree, and to what extent, is it incorrect? and with what 
design or motive was it made so? Is it in material or immaterial circumstances; from inadvertency or 
design? Here, again, we are left to illimitable conjecture; for all these particulars, which should have 
been distinctly and precisely detailed, and set forth in the charge and specifications, and which, after 
they had been drawn out in the minutest detail, could have constituted no offence cognizable by this 
court, unless criminal falsehood, from corrupt or malicious motives, could have been imputed, so as to 
make out a charge of scandalous conduct, &c., under the 3d naval article of war. 

Specification 4. Here we have nothing but a new version, without the least amendment, in point of 
minuteness or precision, of the 3d specification. It contains only some additional aggravation, but not 
one additional fact; the aggravation is that the same publication contained cnsinuations, highly dis- 
respectful to the Secretary of the Navy and to the court of inquiry. This might, also, be disposed of by 


the incorrectness consist? 


a single question, namely, what article of the naval code makes any such disrespectful insinuations 
criminal? But it may be further asked, what passages of the publication were fraught with these insinua- 
tions, and with what insinuations were they fraught? were not all these particulars specified, so that the 
court might have judged, for itself, whethe: the inuendoes were legitimate deductions from the context; 
and, if so, whether disrespectful, and in what degree, and to whom? As it now stands, the whole matter is 
left so vague and uncertain as to defy the sagacity of the most experienced jury of sworn guessers—if, 
as has been reported, but I know not upon what authority, there ever were, at any time or place, any 
such auxiliary to the regular administration of justice. 

Specification 5. After what has been said of the others, this requires little or no comment. What 
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particular documents are here alluded to and intended, under the general description of “ official com- 
munications and correspondence,’’ or of ‘‘public orders and instructions;’ whether there were any 
injunction of secrecy respecting them, either express, from a competent authority, or necessarily implied by 
their nature and character; to whom they were disclosed; the time when, the place where, and the manner 
how; are circumstances unexplained and altogether overlooked, which it would be vain to guess at; 
and if, perchance, they should be come at by the most fortunate and miraculous of guessers, they would 
be utterly inconsequential and useless, under the existing frame of the principle charge. 

No one circumstance, either of the distinctive description and identity of the documents, or of the 
time, place or manner of their publication, is given; except that one set is said to have been “made 
public,” ‘‘in the same publication” referred to in the former specification: and that the other set is said 
to have been ‘made public,’ ‘on other occasions,” within a given period of about eight or nine months. 
Now, if every other objection were out of the way, what should be said to this latitude of time, in the 
face of the conclusive authorities, above cited,* by which the utmost latitude allowed (and that only 
in extraordinary cases, and from an evident necessity) is an alternative either of the day, or of the 
month, immediately preceding or succeeding some certain day or month named in the specification? 

The aim and ultimate end of these objections are analogous to a motion to quash an indictment, in 
a court of common law, for any inherent vice in its frame, which makes it evidently vain and fruitless to 
proceed with the trial of it. 

The counsel would beg leave, in conclusion, to remark, that, in raising these objections against the 
regularity and the efficacy of the procedure in this case, and taking some pains to explain the grounds of 
his objections, he was actuated by public considerations, apart from the particular interests, and uncon- 
nected with the personal wishes and inclinations of his distinguished client. The principles involved in 
these objections are certainly of general interest, and permanent importance to the service; and now, 
amid the repose of a profound peace, is the accepted time to adjust the land-marks, and consolidate the 
bulwarks of right and justice, in matters of military judicature; to establish well considered and safe 
precedents; and to supersede all such, if any there be, as, amid the haste and confusion of active service, 
have been unadvisedly and silently admitted in practice, to the peril of the individual security, the dig- 
nity and respectability of our military establishments.f All these considerations, doubtless, deserve, 
and will receive the deliberate attention of this court; but they are not such as, alone, should have 
determined the professional course of the counsel in the conduct of his client’s defence. He clearly per- 
ceived, from the frame of the second charge and its specifications, that the whole matter of accusation, 
therein exhibited, not being within the prescribed limits of this court’s jurisdiction, was necessarily 
excluded from it; and, being coram non judice, the trial of it would, necessarily, be a vain and fruitless 
consumption of time and labor; it could be brought to no judicial decision or conclusion of guilt or 
innocence; his client could neither be acquitted nor condemned. Under such circumstances, it was his 
imperious duty to quash a tedius and unpleasant discussion; irksome to all who feel an interest (and it 
is an interest coéxtensive with the limits of the country) in the tranquillity or reputation of the eminent 
and meritorious public functionaries involved in this dispute. To the force of the reasons Commodore 
Porter has, at length, yielded; after the earnest representations and unequivocal advice of his counsel 
had overcome a very natural and unaffected reluctance to, or to have done, in his behalf, anything that 
might expose him to any possible suspicion of a desire to evade a trial of the charge upon the evidence. 
Indeed, enough may be inferred, even from the very vague and unsatisfactory intimations of the charge 
and its specifications; from their cautious evasion, or timid recoil from every approach to a criminal accu- 
sation, without adverting to other matters of public notoriety, to repel every possible presumption of his 
fearing, or having reason to fear, the least detriment from the most comprehensive and minute investiga- 
tion into this branch of the accusation. 


Answer of the judge advocate to the preceding objections submitted by Commodore Porter's counsel, 


The paper submitted to the court on Saturday was stated by the counsel of Captain Porter not to be 
precisely in that state in which he wished to annex it to the record. With a view of enabling him to 
complete the transcribing of it, and to correct any verbal inaccuracies which might, in the hurry of copy- 
ing, have inadvertently crept into it, it was left with him under an engagement that it should be trans- 
mitted to me in the course of the evening. Not having received it, 1 was compelled to dispatch a mes- 
senger for it on the following morning, and it was not until about half after ten o’clock that it was put 
into my hands. 

These circumstances are now referred to as my apology to the court for the imperfect manner in 
which it may be supposed I have replied to the long and ingenious paper of the accused, the work of an 
accomplished and skillful lawyer and scholar, prepared with ample time for reflection and research, and to 
which I am thus unexpectedly called upon to reply in the brief period of a few hours. Unwilling, how- 
ever, that any delay in the proceedings of the court should be attributed to me, I shall endeavor to pre- 
sent to the court as full an exposition of my views and opinions upon the question submitted for its decision 
as, in the circumstances to which I have referred, is practicable. 

It will scarcely be expected or desired by the court, that I should follow the learned and ingenious 
counsel through the discursive course which his exuberant powers enable him to pursue, with so much 
facility, beauty, and fancy, upon almost every occasion. I shall consider the questions in a simple and 
practical manner, and only labor so to present my views, as that they be at once perfectly intelligible to 
the members of the court, who are not presumed to be very deeply skilled in legal technicalities or philo- 
logical criticisms, and at the same time exhibit a full answer to the argument that has been submitted. 

Before proceeding, however, to examine critically the various subjects which have been urged to the 
second charge, and the specifications thereof, I would beg leave to submit a few preliminary remarks for 
the consideration of the court. 

The analogy, which it has been the object of the learned counsel to draw between the proceedings of 
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civil courts and military tribunals, and on which he has exhibited so much ingenuity and deep research, 

is admitted to a considerable extent. The object of all forensic proceedings is the same, and the forms of 
practice calculated to attain’ the end in view may well be supposed, even in different ages and in remote | 
countries, to béar a considerable resemblance to each other. Still more reasonable is it to presume that 

the original practice of military courts was in a great measure borrowed from that which had been previ- 

ously established in the civil tribunals of the same country. The principles of both were originally the 

same, the forms of proceeding were analogous, and though modifications would inevitably be introduced, 

from a variety of causes, and many forms familiar to the one be unknown to the other, yet a considerable 

resemblance would continue to subsist. It is, therefore, generally laid down by all writers on military 

courts, that when their own rules of practice and principles of decision are not calculated to meet the exi- 

gencies of a particular case, reference should be made to the civil courts of the same country to supply 

the deficiency. A reference ought perhaps to be made on the present occasion to the practice of the com- 
mon law courts, and the result of such reference may be widely different from what is contemplated by 

the accused. No principle of law is better established in the civil courts of our country, as well those of 
criminal jurisdiction as those which are confined to the decision of private controversies—those which 

rare governed by the principles of the common law as well as those which draw their origin and derive 

their principles of proceeding from the civil or Roman law, than that the accused in criminal prosecutions, 

and the defendant in private controversies, may avail himself, by way of defence, of a defect or infor- 

mality in point of law in the charge alleged, or may controvert the facts upon which he is sought to be 

convicted. In the case of an indictment at the instance of the government, he may deny the facts with 
which he is charged, or, admitting them, may deny that those facts amount to a criminal offence. He may, 

to employ technical language, either demur, or take issue upon the indictment. He cannot, however, do 
both. He cannot plead not guilty to the indictment, and at the same time controvert its sufficiency in 
point ‘of law. He may resort to either defence, but cannot at one and the same time adopt both. The 
rule is the same in civil controversies, and the practice of the civil law courts is precisely analogous. 

Conceding then that the analogy exists, for which the accused so strongly contends, and which with 
certain modificationg long and well established, undoubtedly exists; it would seem to follow, necessarily, 
that the accused in the present instance has a right which it is not intended to controvert, to make his 
option, whether he will demur to the charge, as insufficient in law, or deny it as unfounded in fact. He 
has chosen the former course, and the consequence of such election may be ascertained by reference to 
the practice of those courts from which his right is derived. ‘‘If the defendant demur to the indictment, 
whether in abatement or otherwise, and fail in the argument, he shall not have judgment to answer over, but 
the decision will operate as a conviction.” Such is the doctrine laid down by one of the writers of crimi- 
nal law of the highest authority.* Unless in cases where the punishment is death, in which, from prin- 
ciples of humanity, a greater latitude is allowed, a prisoner who demurs to the indictment, admits the 
facts with which he is charged, and rests his defence upon the law alone. Should the indictment be deter- 
mined sufficient, he is adjudged guilty. The analogy then for which the accused contends in the present 
case would, if pressed to the extent to which it must be carried, if admitted at all, involve this conse- 
quence: that if it sheuld be determined by the court that the present charge and the specifications under 
it, do contain an averment of an offence of which this court can take cognizance, he is precluded from 
going into any evidence either of exculpation or mitigation, but must by the decision of the court against 
the validity of these exceptions, be adjudged guilty to the full extent of all with which he is charged, 
Having selected the ground on which he will rest his defence, the very doctrine for which he so vehe- 
mently contends, confines him to that, and to that alone. 

The present application to the court is assimilated by the counsel for the accused to a motion, some- 
times made in criminal courts, to quash the indictment. The resemblance is defective in numerous par- 
ticulars. It will be unnecessary to refer to more than one, which is perfectly decisive of this question, 
and which is distinctly stated by the same author from whom I have just quoted. ‘It is, therefore, a 
general rule, that no indictments which charge the higher offences, as treason or felony; or those crimes 
which immediately affect the public at large, as perjury, forgery, extortion, conspiracies, subornation, 
keeping disorderly houses, or offences affecting the highways, not executing legal process, will be thus 
summarily set aside.”+ 

Another remark is eminently entitled to the consideration of the court, not merely as strongly cor- 
roborating the conclusion to which I have already pointed, but from its own intrinsic importance. At 
least two of the specifications charge a fact, which, it is presumed, will not be controverted; and the only 
question which could seriously be contested before this court, would be that now raised,—do the facts 
therein set forth, constitute offences for which the accused can be made amenable before a military tribu- 
nal? It will scarcely be denied, and indeed the counsel for Captain Porter has intimated to me, that the 
fact of publishing the pamphlet alleged in the second specification, and various instances of the facts 
averred in the fifth specification, will be admitted. The facts being conceded, not merely by inference of 
law, but literally, the only question remaining is, do they constitute an offence of which this court can 
take cognizance. The determination of that question is, at all events, therefore, to that extent, a decision 
as to the guilt or innocence of the accused. By the oath administered at the organization of the court, 
the promulgation of the sentence of the court is prohibited to each of its members, and to the judge advo- 
cate. If, therefore, this question should now be decided, as merely a collateral one, and that decision not 
be regarded as a final determination of the case, and as such announced to the Department, the conse- 
quence scems inevitable. So much of the sentence of the court as ascertains whether the accused is or is 
not guilty, is promulgated contrary to the oath which has been taken. These considerations can scarcely 
have escaped the notice of the very able counsel of the accused; and it is not to be presumed that the 
consequences which have beer pointed out were not anticipated. At all events, the court has been placed 
in this dilemma by the accused, and upon him must the consequences rest. 

I would beg leave respectfully to submit to the consideration of the court, another view of this ques- 
tion, not confined, in its application, to the present case, but of great and general importance. Military 
tribunals are, as has been conceded by the counsel for the accused, in many essential respects, courts of 
honor. Many of the charges which it is usual to try before them, involve considerations of infinitely 
higher moment, to the individual arraigned, than the mere punishment to which, if found guilty, he will 
be exposed. The honor of an officer in the navy should be infinitely dearer to him than any other con- 
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The members of such courts are far better qualified to decide upon questions of this character 


sideration. 
It will be a subject of 


than upon the subtilties of spec ial ple ading or the refinements of verbal criticism. 
regret, should it become common in the service, for officers charged with conduct unbecoming: their 
“charac te r, involving their personal honor and veracity, to rest their defence upon technical formalities 
and critical nice ties, which, even if allowed to protect them from punishment, will leave them exposed to 
obloquy and odium as guilty, in point of fact, of what is perhaps in inaccurate language alleged against 
them. What gratification will it hereafter afford, either to the high-minded honorable gentlemen who 
usually compose a court- martial, or to the high- minded and honorable associates and companions of one 
arraigned before them for conduct unbecoming his rank and station, if on the strength of a precedent 
established by such authority as this tribunal, the accused should be. absolved from punishment because 
the person who drafted the charges has committed a verbal inaccuracy or technical error, which, though 
it may nullify the charge in point of form, leaves the character of the accused burthened with all the 
odium which the accusation itself creates, augmented by the tacit admission of guilt which is involved 
by resting his defence, not upon a denial of the fact, but a nice ty of special pleading or a philological 
criticism. 

So long as the members of a court-martial can perceive that the offence charged is couched in lan- 
guage sufliciently perspicuous and precise to apprise the accused of what he is called upon to answer, so 
long, it is hoped, will they be averse to receive any defence grounded upon mere defects of form. Such 
tribunals will ever be opposed to trying a brother officer upon charges purposely couched in ambiguous 
language, calculated to mislead or entrap the accused. While they will be disposed to exact on the part 
of the prosecution, all information, and every light which can be required by the prisoner fairly and fully 
to meet and refute the charge, they will be equally indisposed to demand that degree of precision and 
formality which, while it contributes no aid towards preparing the defence, or guarding against oppres- 
sion or surprise, only enlarges the field for the display of ingenious and captious criticism. 

When such ceases to be the regulating principle of courts-martial, all that now constitutes the pride 
and honor of the service will be at an end. Officers, instead of devoting their time and attention to 
their professional duties, instead of cherishing a lofty and chivalrous sense of honor, instead of encour- 
aging that spirit and feeling which, while it confers ‘dignity and magnanimity upon ‘the superior, gives 
elevation and respect to the inferior in rank, will resort to the quirks and quibbles of the special pleader, 
the subtle casuistry of the professional logician, or the pedantic refinements of the verbal critic. How 
far such a change is desirable rests with this court to determine. With great justice has it been 
remarked that the decisions of this tribunal will be looked to with respect’and deference. Precedents 
here established will be followed hereafter; and great weight will necessarily be attached to every opinion 
emanating from such high authority. An appeal of a somewhat personal kind was a day or two since 
made to me. A hope was intimated, and that hope is now enforced by something bearing the appearance 
of a threat, if not gratified, that the judge advocate would drop the charge to which exception has been 
taken. It seems to be intimated that an investigation would, or might, disturb the tranquillity or reputa- 
tion of some eminent and meritorious public functionaries involved in the dispute. Such a step, under 
these circumstances, would be repugnant to the wishes, and under any, would be wholly beyond the pow- 
ers, as well as incompatible with the duties of a judge advocate. The charges have been preferred by 
the government, and by it submitted to this court for adjudication, The power which preferred can alone 
withdraw the accusation; the tribunal to which it has been referred can alone judicially decide it. 

It may, however, be observed that the government cannot be supposed to be tenacious upon this 
subject, nor is the smallest solicitude felt by the judge advocate as to the decision of this question. 
Those who alone are interested are the accused and others belonging to the service; and such a decision 
as is craved may well be deprecated by them. The offences charged are such as the government. pos- 
sesses ample means to punish. It can vindicate its own authority, and protect itself from contumelious 
or insulting language. Disrespectful conduct and letters to the head of the Navy Department, have here- 
tofore been punished without the instrumentality of a court-martial, and may be again. If this court 
shall determine that such conduct and such language constitute no offence of which it can take cogni- 
zance, the consequences of that decision will be felt, and felt only by those belonging to the service. 
The government, instead of submitting cases of this description to the determination of such a tribunal, 
instead of bringing those who have offended befure their peers, for a fair and impartial trial, will be com- 
pelled by the principle of self preservation to exercise the powe r which it possesses, of punishing the 
offenders. The act of submitting this case, therefore, to this court, so far from being a measure at which 
the accused ought to take exception, should be rec éived by him in the same feeling in which it was done. 
The only object was to afford him an opportunity of submitting to the impartial determination of his 
peers , whether any justification, any extenu: ition, any apology, could be offered for conduct which in itself 

seemed s0 highly reprehensible and so deserving of punishine nt. If this court shall determine that, in 

point of law, every officer in the navy may, without v iolating any article of the naval code, and without 
subjecting himself to punishment before a military tribunal, write disrespectful and insubordinate letters 
to the President of the United States, and to the Secretary of the Navy; may publish to the world his 
orders and instructions from the government, and his correspondence with the Department; may publish 
accurate or inaccurate statements of the proceedings of courts of inquiry, while the same are under 
advisement of the Executive; may make charges and insinuations, not warranted by the facts, highly 
disrespectful to the Secretary of the Navy, and the members of a court appointed to investigate his con- 
duct—so let it be. The individual charged by the government with such insubordinate conduct, should 
be the last to desire to withdraw such an accusation from the decision of his brother officers 

On this occasion, as on all others in which it prefers charges, the government has expressed its 
opinion that the acts which the accused is alleged to have committed are reprehensible, and deserve pun- 
ishment. All charges brought before a military tribunal necessarily involve the idea that the person who 
prefers them conceives the facts set forth to be criminal to the e xtent in which they are so charged, unless 
some circumstances of justification or mitigation can be presented, The single object of subinitting the 
charges to the consideration of the court, is to ascertain judicially whether or not he has acted as he is 
charged with acting, and whether he was justified, by the circumstances in which he was placed, in so 
acting. In the present instance an opportunity has been afforded to the accused before this high tribu- 
nal, of proving that he was authorized to use the language which is accused of being disrespectful; that 
the assertions and insinuations alleged to be not warranted by the facts were true; and that he was justi- 
fiable in the conduct which is charged tv be reprehensible. Instead of availing himself of this opportun:ty, 








1825.] PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL. 337 





he insists that these allegations, if true, contain no matter to which he can be called upon to answer before 
a court-martial. He rests his defence upon the law, and by the law his case must be decided. 

I shall now proceed briefly to examine the objections both general and particular, that have been 
urged, and shall endeavor tu satisfy the court by reason, by positive enactment, and by precedents of. 
high authority, that this charge, and each and every of the specifications, are sufficient in point of law. 

On the present occasion it may be considered as superfluous to disprove the correctness of a general 
position which has been asserted with so much confidence by the very able counsel for the accused, that 
no offence can be tried before a court-martial, but one which is specially prohibited by some positive 
statutory enactment. To show that the learned counsel has been in this particular not quite so accurate 
as might have been expected from his known accomplishments and varied erudition, I shall beg leave to 
cite a single passage from an author to whom he has frequently referred. Mr. Tytler, after quoting the 
36th section of the British mutiny act, thus proceeds to comment upon its provisions: ‘Although it 
follows from these clauses, that no crime which is mentioned and defined by the articles of war, is pun- 
ishable by a court-martial in any other manner than that which is specially directed by those articles; 
yet it does not follow that there are no crimes punishable by a court-martial, but such as are enumerated 
and declared to be punishable by the articles of war.’* He then proceeds to show that a court-mar- 
tial may inflict punishment for any breach of the regulations or orders respecting the army, though 
nothing touching the same should appear in the mutiny act or articles of war. In the following page he 
continues: ‘ But there are offences which admit of no precise definition, and yet, wnich in the military 
profession, are of the most serious consequence, as weakening and subverting that principle of honor on 
which the proper discipline of the army must materially depend. Of these, a court-martial, which is in 
the highest sense a court of honor, are themselves appointed the sole judges, or rather the legislators; 
for it is in their breasts to define the crime, as well as to award the punishment.” 

Every officer in the navy, occupies a particular relation with the President of the United States, his 
commanding officer, by whose appointment, and at whose pleasure he holds his commission. Many 
instances of crimes of a military character might be enumerated, which are not in terms prohibited by 
any code of naval law. Many military offences it would be impossible to define, with the same accuracy 
with which offences at common law are defined. Many are wholly dependent upon the relationship which 
subsists between the officer and his superior. Among these is insubordination, a term perfectly well 
understood, both in civil life and in military service. The definition, or rather description of subordina- 
tion, has been given with great accuracy in one of the works to which the learned counsel has referred, 
and it will hereafter be particularly cited. Without subordination no service can exist, no discipline be 
enforced, no harmony preserved. It is peculiarly a military duty, though by no means exclusively so. 
The general peace of society, the domestic tranquillity of families cannot coexist with insubordination. 
The general meaning of the term subordination, may be distinctly comprehended, but it would be impos- 
sible to enumerate all the cases, much less to describe them with logical accuracy, in which an officer 
may be guilty of insubordination. The meaning of the term being comprehended, and no soldier can 
long remain ignorant of its signification or of the necessity for enforcing it, its application to particular 
cases, must be determined by the sound discretion of the court. In this respect, it is analogous to mutin- 
ous conduct, disobedience of orders, &c., which must always and necessarily be equally vague and indefi- 
nite, and be equally applicable to a thousand wholly dissimilar actions. 

So also, in regard to conduct unbecoming an officer, or as the same idea is frequently expressed in 
military books, and before military courts, unofficer-like conduct, a form of expression which, though per- 
haps not found in any vocabulary, is as intelligible as any other in the language. Whether any particu- 
lar act merits this epithet, can scarcely be a matter of serious doubt among officers whose own characters 
and demeanor clearly demonstrate that they perfectly well understood in theory, and never omit in prac- 
tice, a conduct which becomes their rank and station. If doubts on such a question should arise, they 
will never be solved, nor will the minds of the members of the tribunal whose duty it is to decide them 
be illuminated, by special pleading or verbal criticism. The instances are numerous in which officers in 
our own service have been arraigned before military courts for acts which are stigmatized as unbecoming 
their station, and perhaps it would be difficult to conceive a more complete disqualification for holding a 
commission, than an actual ignorance of the meaning of these phrases. 

The learned counsel, in commenting upon this charge, has alleged that “the conduct imputed to the 
accused, is characterized by an epithet unknown to our language;”’ and, after exhausting his critical 
talents in conjecturing its meaning, he comes, at last, to the conclusion, that the signification to be 
attached to it, the most favorable to the prosecution, is, that as subordination has, by one single author, 
been made to signify obedience of orders, insubordination, or insubordinate conduct, must mean disobedi- 
ence of orders. 

Without indulging the idle expectation, that it will be in my power to compete with the ingenious 
gentleman in his philological researches, or to do full justice to a specimen of verbal criticism, which, 
however suitable an appendage to the Diversions of Purley, seems to have wandered out of its proper 
sphere, when it found its way into the proceedings of a court-martial, | must beg the indulgent attention 
of the court to a few remarks. 

One of the most beautiful and philosophic writers, whose works embellish English literature, com- 
menting upon a similar effort of ingenuity, asserts that it proceeds “on a supposition, founded on a total 
misconception of the nature of the circumstances, which, in the history of language, attach different 
meanings to the same words, and which, often, by slow and insensible gradations, remove them to such 
a distance from their primitive or radical sense, that no ingenuity can trace the successive steps of their 
progress.” f 

The signification which the learned counsel has quoted and attributed to the words subordinate and 
subordination is unobjectionable. I shall, however, show that they are employed by high authorities in a 
sense perfectly appropriate to the present occasion. 

In the report made by General Scott, containing a system of field service and police, submitted to 
Congress December 26, 1820, p. 50, and approved by that body, in giving his definition of discipline, he 
attaches to it this meaning: ‘correction, or the enforcement of subordination; the award and infliction 
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of punishment consequent on a breach of that subordination, that is, consequent on a neglect or breach 
of some duty.” 

In the present military code it is repeatedly, it is believed, employed in the same, or closely analo- 
gous sense. In Duane’s Military Dictionary, quoted by the learned counsel, it is thus described: “A 
perfect submission to the order of superiors; a perfect dependence, regulated by the rights and duties of 
every military man, from the soldier to the general. Subordination should show the spirit of the chief in 
all the members; and this single idea, which is manifest to the dullest apprehension, suffices to show its 
importance. Without subordination it is impossible that a corps can support itself; that its motions can 
be directed, order established, or the service carried on. In effect, it is subordination that gives a soul 
and harmony to the service; it adds strength to authority, and merit to obedience; and while it secures 
the efficacy of command, reflects honor upon its execution. It is subordination which prevents every 
disorder, and procures every advantage to an army.” 

In the same sense is the word employed in the first article of the rules and regulations for the gov- 
ernment of the navy. ‘ The commanders of all ships and vessels of war are strictly enjoined and required 
to show in themselves a good example of virtue, honor, patriotism, and subordination.” 

In the 2d vol. of Marshall’s Life of Washington, p. 245-6, that eminent authority remarks: ‘ The 
army was consequently found in a state of almost entire disorganization, an | the difficulty of establish- 
ing the necessary principles of order and subordination, always considerable among raw troops, was 
greatly increased by the short terms for which enlistments had been made.” 

In a letter from General Washington to Governor Henry, of Virginia, Note XIX, at the end of the 
same volume he says “discipline and subordination add life and vigor to military movements.”’ 

If the signification of this term should be considered as ascertained by the foregoing citations, which 
have been introduced, for the purpose as well of showing the military sense of the term, as the high 
importance of the military duty of subordination, it would, perhaps, be unnecessary to consume time in 
showing, by reference to equally high authorities, the meaning of the word, and the dangerous character 
of insubordination. It might be sufficient to quote from Dr. Johnson’s preface to his dictionary a single 
passage, to show why this term is not found in any vocabulary of our language, if such indeed be the 
fact. That learned lexicographer observes: “of some forms of composition, such as that by which re is 
prefixed to denote repetition, and un to signify contrariety or privation, all the examples cannot be accu- 
mulated, because the use of these particles, if not wholly arbitrary, is so little limited that they are hourly 
affixed to new words, as occasion requires, or is imagined to require them.” 

I shall, however, cite a few examples of the use, as they will serve to show the signification of the 
word. 
The chief justice, in his 2d volume of his Life of Washington, p. 327, speaking of the character of 
the American troops at an early period of the revolutionary struggle, observes: “A spirit of insubordina- 
tion seemed to pervade the whole mass.” In page 366, referring to the condition of the American army 
in Canada, under the command of General Sullivan, he observes: ‘‘ The whole were in a state of total 
insubordination.” 

The word is employed repeatedly by the very able and accomplished gentleman who prepared, as 
counsel, the defence of Lieut. Kennon. In p. 75 of the report of that case, he says: “ Do not believe 1 am 
an advocate for insubordination. If one expression of that character can be found in my letter, I merit 
punishment and will patiently endure it” In p. 88: ‘‘The testimonial which this court has deigned to 
afford me by their evidence permits me to say, and to say proudly, that I have never dishonored it by one 
act of insubordination or the smallest departure from duty.” In p. 91: “ Discipline is exposed to two 
foes, coming from opposite quarters, and assailing it at different points. Insubordination, which, founded 
on man’s natural impatience of control, often leads the inferior to resist necessary authority, &e.” Again, 
in the same page: “If insubordination, in its restlessness, has sometimes raised its arm against rightful 
authority, &c.” And in p. 92: ‘I venture to anticipate such a decision as will remove this unfounded 
opinion, maintain the true discipline of the navy, and convince all grades of service that, though insub- 
ordination will always receive its merited punishment, oppression will find neither countenance nor 
impunity.’”? On the same trial, the sentence of the court, drawn up by the judge advocate, bearing the 
same name with the learned counsel, whose ingenious criticisms have given occasion to this, I fear tedious, 
examination, and, as I understand, nearly allied to him, contains this sentence: ‘ The court cannot, by its 
silence, give sanction to sentiments which, though clothed in the mantle of defence, are calculated to infuse 
principles of insubordination in the navy.” 

A single reference to an English work will be sufficient. Mr. Tytler, whose learning has been highly 
commended, and whose authority has been recognized by the learned counsel, in p. 86-17, of his treatise, 
says, speaking of Cromwell: “Finding that the whole army would be speedily in a state of anarchy 
and total insubordination, he determined, by a daring exertion of power, to remedy this alarming 
disorder.” 

After these citations, I feel myself fully warranted in saying, that if the word insubordination had 
been employed instead of the phrase insubordinate conduct, no possible exception could have been taken 
to it, either as “a solecism in language,” or indefinite in its signification. I will respectfully submit to 


the court whether it is possible even for the microscopic perceptions of the learned counsel to distinguish 
the difference between them. The signification of both is the same, and the obvious meaning to be 
attached to either form of expression is, such conduct as is wholly unsuitable to the relation which sub- 
sists between the person guilty of it, and his superior in rank and authority. 

As has been already intimated, my object in multiplying quotations, has been not merely to show 
the propriety and legitimacy of the expression employed in this charge, but also to establish the next 
position upon which I shall proceed to make an additional remark, that subordination is a high military 
duty, and insubordination a high military offence. It has been shown that, by the first article of the 
regulations for the government of the navy, all commanders of vessels, &c., are strictly enjoined to show 
in themselves a good example of virtue, honor, patriotism, and subordination. Why this injunction, if 
those to whom the example is set are not bound to follow it? if insubordination or insubordinate conduct 
be not a military offence? To require that the military law should specially enjoin subordination, or pro- 
hibit insubordinate conduct, would be as wise as to require that a particular statute should be passed, 
specially forbidding the violation of any law, and requiring obedience to law. Every citizen, indepen- 
dently of special enactment to that effect, by entering into the social compact, by the very act of becom- 
ing a member of the community, engages to obey the laws of that society to which he has attached 
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himself. In like manner, every soldier, by connecting himself with the service, assumes upon himself 
the obligation to perform the military duty of subordination. 

A man accused before a court of common law, or before a court-martial, of treason or murder, may 
with equal show of reason demand to have the particular statute pointed out, which prohibits these high 
offences. None such can be produced. In the law of God is found the prohibition, ‘‘Thou shalt do no 
murder:” it has not been introduced into any statutory code of social or municipal law, with which I am 
acquainted. The prohibition in them is tacit; the offence is described, and the punishment affixed. 

It is said, however, that the language of this charge is too vague and equivocal; that it does not 
apprise the accused of what he is called upon to answer. Numerous authorities have been cited to 
enforce and illustrate this position. A reference to them will show, that the learned counsel has required 
far more minuteness of detail than is warranted by any writer upon military law, or by the practice of 
courts-martial. Tytler, in the passage read by the learned counsel, p. 213, speaking of the only instance 
in which the British military code enjoins a particular specification, says: ‘lt might, perhaps, be argued 
that in other crimes such specification is not essentially necessary; and it must be owned that, in prac- 
tice, it has been too frequently dispensed with, and a general charge allowed, as of mutiny, disobedience 
of orders, disrespectful conduct to superior officers, &c. But the generality of such charge, although it 
may not be absolutely reprobated by the military law, or amount to an avoidance or annulling of the 
indictment, affords, in every case, a competent and weighty objection upon the part of the accused, which 
he may urge, to the effect of having the charge rendered special, by a pointed detail of the particular 
facts on which it is founded.” The same idea, in the same language, may also be found in McComb’s 
Treatise. From this passage, it clearly appears that a prisoner may be arraigned before a court-martial 
upon a general charge of mutinous conduct, disobedience of orders, and the like, without any specifica- 
tion; that such generality of language does not vitiate or annul the indictment, as it has been termed; 
and that the only course by which the accused can remedy or guard against the inconvenience to which 
he may be thereby subjected, is to require of the prosecutor particularly to specify the facts which he 
intends to prove by testimony. In the present instance, therefore, the accused would be unable to suc- 
ceed in his present application to the court, if the charge had been as general as it now is, and unacom- 
panied by any specification of the circumstances in which the alleged criminality consists. If he appre- 
hended inconvenience, or surprise, he might have applied to the court to require such detail, before he 
undertook to plead to the charges. 

The learned counsel has indeed intimated that this cannot be done in this country, because one of the 
articles for the better government of the navy, prohibits any alteration in the charges, after the same 
have been furnished to the accused. To this remark, two very sufficient and conclusive answers present 
themselves. First. The statement of the prosecutor, under the order of the court, of the particular evi- 
dence by which he designs to substantiate the general charge, neither is an alteration of such charge, nor 
does it require such alteration to be made; it is a wholly intrinsic act. Secondly. This provision is made 
for the sole protection of the accused, and no principle of law is more clearly settled, than that any one 
may renounce the benefit of a statutory provision designed for his own advantage. If, then, the accused 
had called for such a detail, as Mr. Tytler says he may, and the court had deemed the present a case in 
which he was entitled to a more particular specification of the facts designed to be given in evidence, 
such detail might have been furnished without any violation of the law. It is understood that precedents 
of this kind exist in our own service; and if none has yet been established, it would have furnished no 
valid exception to the application. 

I shall now briefly proceed to cite a few cases in which this generality of charge has been allowed 
without exception. In the case of Captain Shaw, the second charge was “ unoflicer-like and ungentleman- 
like conduct.” In the case of Sailing Master James B. Wright, the charge was “ unofficer-like conduct.” 
In the case of Lieutenant Benjamin Richardson, the charge was “ conduct unbecoming an officer and gen- 
tleman.” In the case of Sailing Master Daniel Dobbins, the charge was “ ungentlemanly and unofficer-like 
conduct.” In the case of Midshipman Payne, the first charge was ‘ defamation of character;” and the 
secopd, “ unofficer-like, ungentleman-like, and scandalous conduct.” These cases are sufficient to show 
that such a charge as has been preferred in the present instance, is as well established by precedent in 
our own service, as I have shown it to be by a reference to writers on military law, of the highest autho- 
rity and respectability. 

It is, however, to take an imperfect and incorrect view of this question, to consider the charge as 
perfectly insulated, and standing by itself. Connected with the specifications, which point out the par- 
ticular instances in which the conduct of the accused is alleged to be insubordinate, and unbecoming an 
officer, he could scarcely have been induced to suppose that the particular dress in which he might choose to 
appear, the fashion of wearing his sword or hat, or the other minor directions from fashion, or the com- 
mon routine of society, to which reference has been sportively and facetiously made, could have been 
intended as the particular instances in which he had rendered himself amenable to this charge. All 
the vagueness and indistinctiveness alluded to by the counsel, vanish when a reference is made to the 
particular facts stated in the specifications of this charge. It is not by the charge alone, but by the 
charge accompanied by the specifications, that this point is to be determined. 

To these specifications I shall now recur, and submit to the consideration of the court a few remarks 
upon the particular exceptions that have been urged against them. 

The first specification charges the accused with writing, and transmitting to the President of the 
United States, and to the Secretary of the Navy, the letters therein referred to, which are alleged to be 
of an insubordinate and disrespectful character, thereby violating the respect due from every officer in 
the Navy to the head of the Department, impairing the discipline of the service, and setting a most dan- 
gerous and pernicious example. ; 

It is objected to this specification, that it does not set out the language alleged to be disrespectful, 
and that it does not charge any offence cognizable before a court-martial. It is somewhat singular that 
such an exception should now, for the first time, be presented to the consideration of a court-martial. In 
the case of Lieutenant Abbot, the third specification is in the following words: ‘‘In that he did, during 
the time, on the station aforesaid, on or about the 11th day of August last past, address a letter to the 
Secretary of the Navy, covering a communication written in his own handwriting, or by his direction 
and request, containing numerous false, scandalous, and malicious charges, against his superior officer, 
Captain Isaac Hull, calculated to deprive the said Captain Hull of his honorable fame.” Here a letter is 
referred to by its date only, as containing charges of a very serious character against the individual 
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therein mentioned, but not a word of that letter is recited in the specification. The charge and specifications, 
in that case, were drawn up and signed by Captain Porter, in his official character as Navy Commissioner, 
The court, consisting of members, of whose intelligence and capacity, it would, on this occasien, be indelicate 
to speak, as three of them are now sitting on this case, tried Lieutenant Abbot, found him guilty, and 
sentenced him to be punished on this specification. Neither the accused, nor the very eminent counsel 
concerned in his behalf, William Sullivan and Samuel M. Knapp, Esquires, ever conceived that it was 
necessary to set forth those passages in the letters, which were deemed reprehensible; and it escaped the 
observation of the Secretary of the Navy, now one of the judges of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. If the objection in the present case is sustainable, with how much propriety and force might it 
not then have been urged? So, in the case of Lieutenant Kennon, in which also the same prosecutor pre- 
ferred the charges, and, on the trial of which, three of the members of the present court sat, the first spe- 
cification charged the accused in a still more vague and general manner than Captain Porter is now 
charged, ‘‘ by falsely and maliciously publishing, in the Norfolk and Portsmouth Herald, of the 13th of 
December, and in the column dated the 12th of the same month, a letter purporting to be from me to him, 
when I never wrote such a letter.’ It is true that all objections arising out of defects of form, are, on 
that occasion, distinctly waived by the accused, who rested his defence exclusively upon the broad denial 
of the fact, but no intimation was given by any one that such a specification was deficient in that parti- 
cular. So in the case of Midshipman Payne, under the general charge before mentioned of ‘“ defamation 
of character,” the specification was, “that he did, on or about the 2d of September, 1821, send or deliver 
to Commodore Jones a letter, containing a number of charges, charging Midshipman Purveyance with 
theft, cowardice, and other disgraceful acts.” In all these cases, whether because such an exception 
never occurred to the accused as sustainable, or because they preferred meeting the charge on the broad 
basis of fact, no such technical objections were urged. These now constitute precedents of high autho- 
rity, and their weight is increased by the high rank of the accuser in the two first cases, the exalted 
character of the court by which they were tried, and the eminent abilities and legal erudition of the 
counsel employed by the accused. 

The second specification contains the charge of publishing to the world what purports to be the 
proceedings of the court of inquiry, without the authority of the Executive. Whether an officer is not 
guilty of insubordinate conduct, and conduct unbecoming his station, in making an appeal to the nation, 
and endeavoring to prepossess the community with the merits of his case, and to forestall public opinion 
while that case is undergoing the examination and consideration of the Executive, may be submitted to 
this or any other tribunal. The pernicious consequences that may result from such a step carnot escape 
the notice of the most superficial observer, and can scarcely be exaggerated in the imagination of the 
most timid, 

If this be reprehensible and erroneous, still more must it be to publish an inaccurate report of such 
proceedings. Whether such inaccuracies be deemed trivial or important, is a matter of subordinate con- 
sideration. The liability to fall into error, though inadvertently, affords one of the most conclusive rea- 
sons to show the impropriety of any such unauthorized publication. 

It is, however, alleged that the inaccuracies should have been specified. The authority of Tytler 
has been already referred to, for the purpose of showing that a charge is not vitiated by being couched 
in general language, and unaccompanied with any specification, and the inference is irresistible that, if 
a specification is made, it is not an essential defect that it does not specify the particular inaccuracies 
which are contained in a publication specially referred to. The first specification in the case of Lieuten- 
ant Abbot, prepared by Captain Porter, is in the following words: ‘In that, moved by a spirit of envy 
or base motive, he hath, upon the Boston station, and within a year now last past, scandalously attempted 
to take from his superior officer, Captain Isaac Hull, his good name.’? The second: “In that he has, dur- 
ing the time, and on the station aforesaid, made numerous scandalous and false insinuations against the 
official character and conduct of his superior officer, Captain Isaac Hull, calculated to stamp his name 
with opprobrium and infamy.’’ In the second specification in the case of Lieut. Kennon, the accused is 
charged with “having, within a year, last past, maliciously used base means for defaming my character, 
to wit: by publishing, or causing to be published, in the Norfolk and Portsmouth Herald, a statement bear- 
ing his name, containing falsehoods which were calculated to injure my character, and which he permitted 
to remain without being publicly contradicted, until his attention was drawn to the subject, by the remarks 
in a Georgia paper.” ‘‘By repeated attacks made by him on me, in the public newspapers, and by falsely 
declaring in the Herald, that he never made me a reluctant apology, and publicly recalling it after he 
had obtained all the advantages resulting from a reluctant apology made to me.” ‘By having used 
towards me, in a public print, a term which is seldom applied to other than pickpockets, rogues, gamblers, 
&e.” Surely if these specifications are not utterly illegal, from their vagueness and generality, from the 
looseness of their references, and the uncertainty as to the real ground of accusation, those now under 
consideration must be beyond reproach. The sufficiency of those charges is established by the authority 
of Captain Porter, who drew them—of the court which tried the accused upon them—of the Department 
which directed such trial, and approved the proceedings in both cases. 

The fourth specification is supported by the same high authority. 

The fifth admits of reference to precedents to support it equally unobjectionable. I shall cite but two. 
In the case of Captain Shaw, already referred to, the accused was found guilty of so much of the eighth 
specification as alleges “that Captain Shaw, contrary to his duty as an officer, did expose to view, and 
suffer Chaplain Cheever Felch, and other officers of the navy, to examine and peruse his official communi- 
cations with the Navy Department. For this offence he was punished. If that be a military offence, 
cognizable before, and punishable by a court-martial, how far more reprehensible is it to submit orders 
and instructions from the government, not merely to one or two brother officers, but to publish them to 
the world, through the medium of a pamphlet and the public gazettes. I shall trouble the court with a 
reference to but one more authority on this point; it will be found in the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth 
pages of the report of the trial of Lieut. Kennon, where it will appear that Captain Porter, under exami- 
nation as a witness, expresses his decided opinion, that it is highly improper to publish orders received, 
even from a superior officer in the service, and that he would not commit such an act. 

The foregoing references are so completely decisive upon another point raised by the accused on this 
occasion, viz: that this specification is vicious, inasmuch as it embraces so large a period of time, within 
which the offence is charged to have been committed, that it will be unnecessary to examine that ques- 
tion further. In both the cases of Lieutenants Abbot and Kennon, the offences are charged to have been 
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committed ‘‘ within a year now last past.” In the present case this specification charges the publications 
to have been made between the first day of October, 1824, and the fifteenth day of June, 1825. If, in 
the cases cited, the specifications were right, in this they cannot be wrong. 

It will not be denied that the language of our naval code is, in some respects, loose, vague and inac- 
curate; and that the defects of the system are numerous and important. Vague and inaccurate, how- 
ever, as it confessedly is, it contains one sweeping clause, sufficiently comprehensive to embrace this 
charge, and each and every of the specifications under it. “All crimes, committed by persons belonging 
to the navy, which are not specified in the foregoing articles, shall be punished according to the laws and 
customs in such cases at sea.” This section is a legislative recognition, that there may be crimes com- 
mitted by persons belonging to the navy, not specially embraced in any of the navy articles; and such 
are to be punished, as I understand the latter clause of the section, by the instrumentality and at the 
discretion of a court-martial. Such cases are those in which, to use the language of Tytler, the court 
assumes the functions ‘‘both of legislators and judges.” 

Before the court shall determine that the charge and specifications in the present case are vicious, 
for want of form and fullness of detail, I must beg it to pause and to consider what it is that is required. 
What, if these objections are valid, would be requisite to free the proceedings from their force? In the 
first specification, it would be necessary to set out all the letters therein referred to by date, being five 
in number, and some of them of considerable length. In the second, the entire pamphlet published by 
the accused, must have been introduced, because that is specially referred to. In the third, the real 
proceedings of the courts of inquiry should have been set out, and the variances between them and the 
publication distinctly pointed out. In the fourth, it would be required that all the remarks, statements 
and insinuations, disrespectful to the secretary and the court of inquiry, should have been introduced 
verbatim; and in the fifth, that all the papers therein referred to, should appear in the charges. Such is 
the length to which these objections extend. 

If this were necessary or even useful in assisting the accused in defending himself from the charge, 
if it were required by positive law, or enjoined by the practice of courts-martial, no objection to such a 
requisition ought to be listened to. When, however, the positive law is silent on the subject, when, as 
has been shown, the practice is wholly different, when no one reason has been or can be assigned, why 
this should be done, this court can scarcely hesitate to declare that the ground assumed by the accused 
is wholly untenable. 

It may not be necessary to refer to objections which were incidentally urged by the counsel when 
he, to use his own form of expression, enunciated his ideas upon this subject, but which are not very 
zealously pressed. 1t was understood they had been waived, but if so, for what purpose they are again 
and again recurred to, is not distinctly perceived. I allude to the objection that the accused was not 
furnished with a copy of the charges upon which he was to be tried, and with a list of the witnesses that 
would be adduced against him. The accused did intimate at the opening of the court, when he was 
arraigned upon this trial, that he had not been furnished by the government with a copy of the charges 
‘to which he was now called to answer, and did solemnly call upon the court to furnish him with such 
copy. It did, however, appear upon his own exhibition, that he had been regularly furnished. at the 
proper time and in proper form with a paper, which, with the exception of two letters in one of the words, 
was a literal transcript of the charges that had been read. In giving the date of one of the letters 
alleged to be insubordinate and disrespectful, the copying clerk had inadvertently dated it the thirtieth 
instead of the thirteenth of April. No other variance has been, or it is believed can be, discovered. 

As regards the right of the accused to have a list of the witnesses furnished him, it is wholly denied. 
That such a doctrine is laid down by some of the writers on courts-martial is conceded, and probably 
this practice may prevail in the army to some extent, but it is apprehended that it is wholly unknown to 
the navy practice, and the high authority of Sir Charles Morgan, the distinguished judge advocate 
general of Great Britain, is decidedly against it. In page twelve of the advertisement to the third 
edition of Tytler, that experienced gentleman says: ‘‘I have never understood it to be the duty of the 
judge advocate in all cases to furnish a prisoner, previous to the trial, with the names and designations 
of the witnesses, by whose testimony any act objected against him is expected to be proved; nor on the 
other hand, do I consider that it is requisite for the prisoner to furnish the judge advocate with the 
names of any other witnesses than those whom he wishes to be officially summoned. I think such com- 
munications might possibly in some instances lead to inconvenience on either side.” The navy articles 
are wholly silent upon this subject. They require that he shall be furnished with a copy of the charges 
and specifications, but do not enjoin that he shall be furnished with a list of the witnesses. At all events 
when the objection is formally presented, it will be time to discuss and decide upon its validity. 

Upon the whole I submit, with great respect, to the court my clear and unhesitating opinion that 
each and every one of the specifications, as well as the charge, are sufficient both in substance and in 
form; that they do specify offences of a military character for which the aecused may be arraigned and 
tried before a court-martial. 

It is to be regretted that such a discussion should thus prematurely have been required. Every 
objection now taken could have been taken with equal efficacy and propriety in the defence. It would 
then have been analogous to the motion in criminal courts to arrest the judgment. The argument into 
which I have thus unexpectedly, and with very limited opportunities for research and consideration been 
driven, this full and distinct enunciation of my opinion, and the premature decision of half the case by 
the court would have been postponed to a more suitable period. The course pursued by the accused has, 
however, imposed upon me an arduous and responsible task, and I should feel myself unworthy of the 
situation which I occupy, before this court, were I to shrink from the discharging of any duty, however 
unpleasant or however irksome. 
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DEFENCE, 


Mr. President and gentlemen of the court-martial: 

After having endured a long and mortifying suspense, the frown of undefined indignation, and the 
anxieties of ambiguous censure, I have experienced a sensible relief, from a public investigation promising 
a determinate issue; which, in no event, can place me ina situation less tolerable than that from which it 
takes me. Even the hard measure that has been dealt me, in the manner and spirit of the prosecution, 
both before and during the progress of my present trial, is amply compensated, whatever be the event, 
by the opportunity afforded me, of a full and open justification before the world; and especially, before 
a tribunal between the members of which and myself, at least so much of intelligence and community of 
sentiment exists, as to free me from the apprehension of receiving /ess than justice at their hands; and 
to acquit me, in their minds, from the suspicion of appealing to their favor, for any thing more than 
justice. If preparatory censures have tended to wound my feelings, or to prejudice my cause; if a stern 
and jealous inquisition, have probed every part of my professional character and conduct, where the 
sensitiveness of a man of honor, or the presumed defects of human frailty, might be supposed to shrink 
from the searching point; and if taken unawares by the suddenness of the attack, or the novelty of my 
situation, an excruciated sensibility may, for the time, have broke through the guards, that should have 
preserved me unmoved and self-balanced in mind and temper; yet, after all, 1 bow, with humility and 
experimental conviction to the moral system of compensations, that bringeth good out of evil: for inno- 
cence, made but the more manifest and clear, from the severity of its trials, is the bright reversion, that 
might have animated hope, and endued me with the passive fortitude of endurance, through a longer and 
more penal term of tribulation. 

The accusations, which I am now to answer, present this singular feature: while they branch out 
into two distinct classes of offence, the most dissimilar and the most unequal, in the quality and degree 
of the legal and moral guilt imputed, as in the importance and interest, to the community, of the princi- 
ples involved, and of the actions to be condemned or justified; they all originate in the same source; 
and are closely connected by the causes, that have produced them, and by the passions and motives that 
uphold them. 

The first branch of the accusation brings into discussion the most important and vital principles of 
the high and awful sanctions, by which national sovereignty is to be maintained and vindicated by arms: 
while the second hinges upon the minute punctilios of ceremonious respect. That a devoted servant 
of the republic, who had consumed the flower of his years, and the vigor of his life in arduous, and, as 
he hoped, acceptable services; who had looked for approbation, if not honor, as his reward, for an 
unstinted exposure to labors, privations and dangers; so much the more disinterested, as, however 
beneficial to his country, and to mankind, it promised few of the personal gratifications, which may 
laudably be sought in the renown of more striking and brilliant achievements; who was conscious of 
having acted with the most implicit respect and exact fidelity, to what he understood to be the views: 
and instructions of his superiors; who, with wasted powers of life, but untiring activity and zeal, had 
exerted, for the fulfillment of those instructions, to the utmost scope of their letter and spirit, whatsoever 
of efficient energy, a constitution worn and broken in the public service, had left him; that such an one 
should have been somewhat sore and impatient under rebuke, that came like a portent and a wonder, 
upon his astonished senses, was far more natural than that complaints of misconstruction and injustice 
should have been interpreted into disrespect; and free, but decorous remonstrance treated as little less 
than mutiny. 

In my justification against these charges, I must regret the necessity of occupying a larger portion 
of the valuable time of this court, than any intrinsic difficulties in the questions themselves might pos- 
sibly have acquired. But the terms in which the charges have been framed, their often complained of 
vagueness and uncertainty, as to the nature and degree of the offence intended to be charged—the 
mystery observed as to the applications of the facts and circumstances given in the evidence, to the gist 
of the accusation; and the defect of any advertisement of the points intended to be insisted on, in the 
prosecution, or that were supposed to require elucidation in the defence: all these circumstances compel 
me to traverse a wide field, as well of conjectural as of obvious justification. 

Before I proceed to discuss any matter of fact or law, put in issue by the first charge, it may be 
useful to obtain as distinct an understanding, as practicable of its terms, and of the nature and degree 
of the guilt imputed by it. 

The general head under which the offence intended to be charged is classed and characterized, consists 
of two members: first, “disobedience of orders;”’ second, “conduct unbecoming an officer.” The first doubt- 
less falls under a general description of military offence, common to every organized body of military force 
in the world; but, in every military code, by which such an offence may be punished, the character and func- 
tions of the officer, from whom the orders are supposed to emanate, and the nature of such orders are usually 
defined with all reasonable precision. In the 5th and 14th of our naval articles of war, this species of offence 
is defined, in terms nearly equivalent to the corresponding articles in the naval and military codes of 
Britain,* and in our own military articles of war.f Our 5th naval article of war, in the terms restricted 
to the orders of a commanding officer, when preparing for, or joining in, or actually engaged in battle. 
But the 14th article, conceived in terms somewhat more comprehensive, enacts that ‘no officer or private 
shall disobey the lawful orders of his superior officer, or strike him, &c., while in the execution of the 
duties of his office”’ The punishment of the offence, in either of its modes or degrees, is “death, or 
such other punishment as a court-martial shall inflict.’ Then, if by the “disobedience of others,” here 
charged, be intended any offence known to the naval articles of war, and punishable under them, it 
implies that I had received, from some superior officer, in actual command, either while engaged or about to 
be engaged in battle, or otherwise ‘in the execution of the duties of his office,” some order which I had 
disobeyed, and so had come within the danger of a capital offence, as every military offence is denomi- 
nated, which is punishable either with death or cashiering, though it be left to the discretion of a court- 
martial to inflict any less punishment. When this general charge comes to be deduced into particulars, 
in the form of a specification, no orders, either commanding or forbidding me to do any act whatever, are set 
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forth, either in terms or in substance. No commanding or superior officer, from whom they are supposed 
to have issued, is cither named or described. The specification simply sets out the naked and insulated 
fact, of a certain invasion, by force of arms, upon the territorial sovereignty of Spain, accompanied by 
divers of acts of hostility against the subjects and the property of that power; and instead of any averment 
that, in so doing, the orders of a commanding or superior officer had been disobeyed, the conclusion of 
the specification branches out into a “contravention of the Constitution of the United States, and of the 
law of nations, and a violation of instructions from the government of the United States.”” Now whether 
any ‘contravention of the Constitution or of the law of nations,” not involved in a disobedience of military 
orders, be an offence cognizable, under this charge, by a court-martial; or whether general instructions 
from the government be identical with the orders of a commanding or superior officer; and a violation of 
such instructions equivalent to a disobedience of such orders; are questions of grave import; and will 
doubtless, in their due order, receive the deliberate consideration of the court. At present, however, we 
are endeavoring to ascertain the essential character and terms of the offence, actually intended to be 
charged; its legal attributes and consequences may be separately considered. 

As to the second member of the general charge, ‘conduct unbecoming an officer,’ whether it be 
intended to describe a mere incident to every act of military disobedience, or to impute some gratuitous 
and superadded circumstance of aggravation, on the mode and degree of it; and to inflame the guilt of 
simple disobedience, by some wanton abuse in the manner and circumstances attending the commission 
of the act, as in the “divers acts of hostility,’ said to have been committed “against the subjects and 
property of the King of Spain,” are questions left in the characteristic obscurity, and uncertainty, which 
have veiled the “head and front of my offending,” from any distinct view of it, that might have enabled 
me to perceive or to divine its extent. 

I shall hold myself, however, completely dispensed from any obligation or necessity, to pursue 
further the labyrinths, into which this indefinite member of the charge might lead us: since, I think, if 
any proposition can be made clear by human evidence, it would be impossible, for the most vindictive 
accuser, to find any pretext, in the facts of this case, for pushing the charge beyond a simple departure 
from the letter or spirit of the positive rule of action, supposed to have been prescribed to me; whether 
it be the Constitution of the United States, or the law of nations, or any instructions that establish the 
law or rule which I an supposed to have ‘‘ contravened,” or “‘ violated.” If I have offended at all, it is 
in the single transgression of that law or rule: “the head and front of my offending hath that extent— 
no more.” I shall, therefore, leave it to the court, without further remark, to decide, from the evidence, 
whether it were possible to have conducted a military operation on neutral territory, with a more scru- 
pulous regard to all the rights of person and property, which such an operation could, in the nature of 
things, have left inviolate. If the act were unlawful in itself, I must abide the consequence; but it lies 
not, I think, within the compass of human ingenuity or malice, to contend, that the act, as being either 
lawful in itself, was stripped of its legal sanctions, and had its quality of lawful changed to unlawful; 
or, as a sheer trespass, that it was inflamed beyond its intrinsic character and degree, by any wanton 
aggravations or abuses, in the manner and circumstances. 

The question then is presented in the simple form: whether the act complained of were, under the 
circumstances and inducements that led to it, an infraction, either of the Constitution of the United States, 
or of the law of nations, or of my instructions from the Government of the United States; and, in that 
order I proceed to consider it. 

Whether a belligerent operation, in the course of an authorized war, be constitutional or not, is a 
question which, if it have any significancy, or be capable of any solution, may be considered as nearly 
identical with the other question suggested by this charge, namely: whether it be consonant to the law 
of nations, supposing the law, here intended, to consist of the conventional or customary rules, by which 
civilized nations have agreed to control, and mitigate the ferocity and the calamities incident to a state 
of war, and which constitute what is called the law of war. All that the Constitution of the United 
States has to do with the matter is, that it has communicated to the general government the unqualified 
jurisdiction of war and peace. The power to carry on war, offensive or defensive, involves, in its terms, 
every right, immediately or remotely, incidental to that state and condition of human society. 

In what these incidental rights consist, must be determined by the known or necessary conditions 
and consequences of war. Whatever of these the most comprehensive signification of the term may 
embrace, are necessarily constitutional; but the law of war, as it is called, is, in many respects, so vague, 
and so dependent upon arbitrary views of necessity or expediency, to be judged of by hostile parties, 
and to be justified by an infinite and incalculable variety of peculiar circumstances, that it scarce fur- 
nishes a definite or intelligible rule, by which it may be predicated, of any military operation, that it is 
either constitutional or unconstitutional. The only constitutional question, therefore, is, whether the war 
itself were authorized; that is, whether commenced or carried on by that authority to which the Constitu- 
tion has exclusively delegated this high power. 

This brings us to the consideration of the second test, which, it is suggested, should be applied to 
my conduct, on the occasion in question; and that is the law of nations. 

That branch of public law, which determines the correlative rights and duties either of the hostile 
belligerents, as between themselves, or of neutrals and belligerents, as between themselves; or of allies 
or co-belligerents, as between themselves, constitutes a voluminous code, which is, perhaps, the theme of 
as much undeterminate controversy, both as to its principles and its authority, as any that ever under- 
took to prescribe rules of human conduct; and it would scarce be practicable to deduce from it any defi- 
nite rule, applicable to the infinitely varied circumstances of actual war; and by which a military officer 
might be condemned, for a presumed violation of the law. In this case, however, it is not necessary to 
trouble the court with any reference to the more recondite and theoretical definitions of general rules; 
because, in so far as my conduct depends, for its justification, upon such rules, it may be referred to an 
authoritative and practical exposition of them, as applicable to the particular circumstances under which 
I acted. The rights and duties incidental to a state of war, as it affects every party directly or indirectly 
concerned, have been the subject of such frequent and elaborate discussion, in our intercourse with foreign 
nations, and have received such lucid definition and such various illustration from our most eminent 
statesmen, that we may be said to have compiled and digested, from the best authorities, and the most 
enlightened views of the subject, a system of public law, upon these topics, which, if it be not generally 
adopted by the family of civilized nations, as the moral and political influence of our example extends, 
may, at least, be received, among ourselves, as superseding, to every practical purpose, a reference to 
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the more general and less applicable doctrines of elementary writers. Our discussions with the powers 
of Europe, while they were belligerent and we were neutral, have settled, for ourselves, the positive rights 
of neutrals; and our more recent discussions and collisions with one of those powers, while we were belli- 
gerent and she neutral, have equally well settled the positive duties of neutrals. The rule to be deduced 
from the latter is so much the more intelligible in its doctrine, and obvious and practical in its application, 
since it has grown out of collisions and discussions of the belligerent rights of the United States, as 
correlative to the neutral duties of this very power, Spain, whose territorial sovereignty I am charged 
with having violated; and more especially of her neutral duties, as determined by the peculiar circum- 
stances of her colonial dependencies—in one of which the scene of my supposed trangression is laid. 

The right of a belligerent, in the prosecution of a lawful war, to involve in all the practical conse- 
quences of war such parties as, not being enemies, assist the enemy by active or passive co-operation, has 
been so clearly expounded in the doctrines of public law, and illustrated in the history and practice of our 
own government, as to leave but little to be said on that subject at this day. Whatsoever ground of 
controversy may remain, as to the extreme limits or necessary modifications of the rule, depends upon 
principles entirely foreign to any question applicable to the present case. In so far as the doctrine or 
practice is now in question, it is placed beyond doubt or controversy by the concurring authority of all the 
most approved expounders of public law; and, above all, of our wisest statesmen, who have been called 
upon so frequently to unfold its principles, and apply them, in practice, to the actual condition and rela- 
tions of the country. 

The actual extent of the correlative rights and duties of such parties, and the circumstances that may 

justify the treatment of them as enemies, are, in some degree, determined by their relative position, either 
as strictly neutral, or as allies embarked in a common cause; the positive duties of the latter being, of 
course, increased both in number and obligation, and many acts permitted to a neutral being unlawful in 
an ally. 
If a neutral, through perfidy, partiality, or weakness, (and it is perfectly immaterial which,) permit, 
or be compelled, by superior force, to suffer his territory to be seized by one belligerent, or, in any man- 
ner, used to the annoyance of another, the latter has a perfect right to invade that territory, and use it, 
and all the means and facilities of war that it affords, to the same extent that his adversary is permitted 
to use, or has, by force, usurped the same. The territory, the inhabitants, and whatsoever else there may 
be there, which have been thus converted into means of our annoyance, are, for the tlme, impressed with 
the character of enemy, and may be treated accordingly. 

It is one of most ordinary and undisputed and least harsh of these rights, to pursue an enemy into 
neutral territory, if he retreat there for refuge, or take his station there to be ready to sally forth and 
attack his adversary, as occasion and opportunity may serve. If this abuse of neutral territory proceed 
from the weakness of the sovereign, and his inability to protect it from violation, the rule is, that at the 
point and in the degree that his authority ceases to be exerted, with practical efficacy, that of the party 
injured by its relaxation commences and extends. In the emphatic language of Mr. Adams, “the right 
of the United States can as little compound with impotence as with perfidy.” All this infers no hostility 
against the neutral, but proceeds upon the great principle of self defence, which justifies a belligerent to 
disarm his adversary, turn upon him his own weapons, and deprive him of the permitted or usurped 
means of annoyance. There may be occasions where the misconduct of a neutral sovereign might expose 
him to the resentment of the belligerent sovereign, and make him an actual party to the war; but I here 
speak merely of those incidental rights of actual war, which affect him in his neutral character, and 
require not the decision of the sovereign will to authorize the enforcement of them, which are inseparable 
from belligerent eperations, and are summarily exerted in the exigency of the moment at the discretion 
of the commander to whom the conduct of such operations is entrusted. ‘Of the necessity for which 
(says Mr. Adams, speaking of the invasion and occupation, by military forces, of neutral territory, includ- 
ing its fortified places and garrisons, whenever the effectual prosecution of hostilities against the enemy 
shall in the opinion of the general make it necessary) he has the most effectual means of forming a judg- 
ment, and the vindication of which is written in every page of the law of nations, as well as in the first 
law of nature, self defence.’’* 

The principle is not confined to neutral territory, but extends to all the ramifications of neutral sov- 
ereignty, and to all the modifications of neutral property; for it is the same identical principle modified 
by circumstances, that authorizes naval commanders, from the admiral of a fleet to a lieutenant command- 
ant of a schooner or a barge, or even the captain of a privateer, to seize upon the high seas, neutral ships 
varrying contraband, infringing a blockade, or committing other unneutral acts. In these cases the ships 
seized are good prize, but like the territory, (of which they are an emanation of sovereignty) they are 
also liable to temporary seizure and detention, as when found laden with enemy property. This practical 
exertion of belligerent rights upon the high seas, is in principle just as high-banded an interference with 
the exclusive domain of foreign sovereignty, in order to repel open or insidious hostility in neutral guise 
and by neutral means, as any analogous invasion or occupation of the actual territory of the same sove- 
reign. The flag of a nation is just as inviolable an emblem of sovereignty as territory; and the ship that 
bears it, is constructively a part of the territory, and just as much entitled to protection. 

There will need (to borrow again the language of Mr. Adams, the condensation and force of which 
may dispense with other illustration) no citations from printed treatises on international law, to prove 
the correctness of this principle. It is engraven in adamant on the common sense of mankind; no writer 
upon the laws of nations ever pretended to contradict it; none of any reputation or authority ever omitted 
to insert it.” 

I cannot forbear, however, adding to the domestic documents of our public transactions, by which 
both our belligerent and our neutral rights are so amply unfolded and accurately defined, the authority of 
the venerable and illustrious Grotius, who may be styled the father of the modern law of nations. In 
laying down the rule, by which neutrals may expose themselves to the treatment of enemies, he also 
recommends certain modifications of the strict belligerent right, not as necessary limitations or 
exceptions to the right, and which a neutral is entitled to insist on; but as being merely recommended by 
a spirit of moderation and humanity, and which a belligerent may disregard according to his own discre- 


* Vide American reply by Mr. Adams, to the Spanish note by Mr. Pizarro, on the subject of General Jackson’s invasion and occu- 
pation of the Floridas, being the letter of November 28, 1818, from Mr. Adams, to our minister at Mudrid. 15 Niles’ Register, p. 372. 
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tion, or his estimate of necessity or prudence under existing circumstances, without incurring the odium 
of violating the established rules of civilized warfare; and it may be satisfactory to the court to see by 
how many degrees my operations at Foxardo fell short not only of what strict right authorized, but of 
what the most beneficial construction of the right would have recommended as within the bounds of 
moderation and humanity; it is also worthy of remark, that this author in the same passage here cited, 
illustrates belligerent as correlative to neutral rights by the known and conceded right to attack a ship 
manned by pirates, or a house occupied by robbers, although in that ship or in that house there may be 
many innocent persons whose lives are endangered by the attack.* 

Such are the correlative rights and duties, as between belligerents and parties merely neutral. But 
their reciprocal rights and duties are infinitely extended when ‘the parties assume the nearer and more 
intimate relation of allies embarked in a common cause. 

An act perfectly lawful in a mere neutral, may be absolutely unlawful in an ally, and subject him to 
be treated as an enemy by the forces of the other ally. For instance, nothing is more lawful than for a 
neutral to trade with either or both of the belligere nts; yet it is unlawful in the subjects or citizens of 
an ally, and exposes their ships and other property to seizure as prize, precisely as enemy property; and 
their persons to captivity and punishment.t 

A nation is not bound to wait till the injury is actually felt, from the abuse of neutral or foreign 
territory; nor even till an enemy appears, who may take advantage of its means, and convert it to 
purposes of hostility; but in case of imminently approaching and foreseen peril, tis lawful it seems to 

take military occupation of such territory, in anticipation of the injuries that may accrue from expected 
and future hostility. This is strongly exemplified by the conduct of our government, and the principles 
on which it was publicly and officially justified in the occupation of Amelia Island and Galveston, the one 
in the undisputed possession of Spain, and within the uncontested and incontestible limits of her then 
province of Kast Florida; the other in the actual possession of Spain, and claimed as within the limits of 
her then province of W est Flor ida, but within the contested limits of Louisiana. The military establish- 
ments at these places, in the hi ids of certain adventurer rs, acting under the authority, real or assumed, 
of some of the revolutionized provinces of South America, were suppressed by military force, and the 
places held by military occupation, till Amelia Island was restored by an arrangement with the Spanish 
government. 

Among the reasons for this strong measure, given by the President of the United States, in his 
justificatory expositions of its policy and necessity, one is, that an extensive system of buccaneering 
throughout the Gulf of Mexico was about to be organized at those establishments, menacing the United 
States and the whole commercial world with all the horrors of piracy.[ Then the apprehension of piracy, 
as the possible and imminent consequence of these obnoxious establishments, justified far stronger 
measures, and more decided acts of hostility upon Spanish territory than any committed by me in the 
course of flagrant war against actual pirates, who had established themselves in another part of Spanish 
territory, where the sovereign authority of Spain was equally relaxed; where these pirates, with whom I 
was engaged in active hostilities, found shelter and associates with persons under the nominal allegiance 
to Spain, but who neither felt nor acknowledged her authority for any purpose but as a cloak to their 
villanies. The documents on this transaction of our government, furnish strong illustrations of the 
extent to which the great and sound principles of self-defence authorize either corrective or preventive 
measures operating upon neutral territory. 

I now come to such of our public transactions, and the documents that illustrate their history, and 
the principles on which they proceed, as bear the nearest aflinity and the strongest analogy both in prin- 
ciple and in circumstance, to the conjuncture in which I was called to exercise a sound discretion in the 
practical application of these principles, to the actual state and condition of existing circumstances; when, 
as a naval commander, I was delegated to display the flag, and carry the arms of my country to remote 
regions; and there upon my sole responsibility, without other counsel than my devotion to her glory and 
prosperity, to fulfill the imperious duties of this high and most delicate of trusts, by upholding the just 
power, and vindicating the sovereign rights appertaining to her belligerent character , according to the 
laws and customs of war, and the dictates of military prudence; rights which I could neither abandon, 
relax, nor compromise, without diminution of her glory, and derogation from her dignity, nor without 
bringing contumely on her flag, and overwhelming myself with disgrace. 

The principles established by the documents now adverted to regard Spain in her simple character of 
strict neutrality, without reference to her higher and more sacred obligations, or the corresponding claims 
upon her as an ally. 

In the late war with Great Britain, in which the Indians of Florida took part against us, General 
Jackson was expressly authorized by President Madison to take Pc nsacola, if it were found to have 
fostered Indian hostilities by ministering to their wants, and affording them the means of annoyance. 
“Tf,” proceeds the order, as indited by Secretary Armstrong, ‘ the Spaniards admit into their towns, feed, 
arm, and co-operate with the hostile Indians, you must sfrive upon the broad principle of self preservation.” 

The principle thus concisely and forcibly enunciated, was developed and followed out to all its conse- 
quences and analogies, in the campaign of 1818, against certain Indian tribes of Florida, called Seminoles 
and Redsticks, who had commenced hostilities, and carried on the most sav age warfare against our 
southern frontier. Spain being then just as much at peace, and in as positive a state of amity with us, 
as at any time since. She held the undisputed sovereignty of both the Floridas, where she maintained 
civil and military governors, numerous garrisons, and fortified places. But the extent of country over 
which she exercised any practical sway, was very inconsiderable, in proportion to the extensive regions 
occupied by numerous tribes of savages and outlaws, who nev ertheless inhabited a country under her 
nominal sovereignty; and the physic al power of each was in the same proportion. 

When General ‘Jackson, in the winter of 1818, took command of the army assembled to repel the 
incursions of the Indians, he found his predecessor, the second in command, General Gaines, in posses- 
sion of certain limited and defined instructions for entering Florida in pursuit of the hostile Indians, if it 





* Grot. de Jur. bel. & pac., b. 3, ch. 1, p. 4. (3 comp. Gro. p. 95-6-7.) 

{+ Vide Chit. L. N. P. 11 Naide, 4 Rob., 251. 

t Vide President’s several messages to Congress, viz: December 2, 1817, 13 Niles’ Reg., p. 237; January 3, 1818, id., p. 338-9, and 
March 26, 1818, 14 id., p. 100; official correspondence on the same subject, id., p- 169, &e. 
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should be found necessary to repress their inroads. The savage foe was soon driven to his fast- 
nesses within the Spanish territory and jurisdiction, and = pushed by his victorious pursuers to 
the vicinity of St. Marks, a fortress regularly garrisoned by Spanish troops, and being well 
ascertained by the gene ral to have been a place of resort for the savages, where they obtained 
aid and comfort, and were abetted in their hostilities against our frontier, it was entered by our 
troops with violence, and held during the residue of the campaign. <A British subject, domiciled 
there, under the protection of Spanish laws, was executed as a spy and incendiary, who had instigated 
the savages to hostility.* 

The general then carried his victorious arms to Pensi ola, the capital of the province, which was 
entered by our troops without opposition, the Spanish garrison having retreated to the neighboring fort 
of Baraneas. This last was instantly invested, and, after a severe cannonade, was on the point of being 
stormed, when the Spanish governor and his garrison entered. into a regular capitulation, surre ndered 
the fort, and were transported to Cuba, Thus, in possession of the capital, and of all the strong places 
of the province, it was treated as a conquered country, Civil and military departments were organized, 
the laws of Spain continued in force, the preservation of the archives provided for, aceompanie id by all 
the minute arrangements usual after conquest. The stated provocation to these acts of hostility, are the 
inadequacy of the power of Spain to resist the encroachments of the savages; the provision and ammuni- 
tion with which these last had been supplied, either extorted from the weakness or granted from the bad 
faith of the Spanish authorities: and lastly, the interruption by the Spanish governor to the passage of 
supplies from New Orleans for our troops up the river Ese ambia, The Spanish governor hearing: of 
General Jackson’s approach, had issued a proclamation forbidding it in the most indignant te rins, and 
threatening to employ force if he did not immediately evacuate the country. This new and unexpected 
enemy, says the general, was made to feel the rife nee of his threats. In the general orders and procla- 
mation, setting forth these and other reasons for the measure, it is justified by the sacred and immutable 
laws of self-defence, as Spanish authority could not be maintained in P ensacola.t Having thus overran 
one Spanish province, expelled its garrisons, and taken all its strong places, and thinking, with good 
reason, that Indian hostilities had been efivetu: lly checked, the gene ‘ral retired from the field. But hear- 
ing, in the course of the summer, fresh accounts of renewed or threatened hostilities, and of continued 
abuses of Spanish territory and means to our prejudice, he dispatched an order to General Gaines, direct- 
ing him, if he should be satisfied of the fact of the Indians having been excited to hostility by Spanish 
agents and officers about St. Augustine, and fed and furnished from that place, immediately to occupy it, 
and the garrison as prisoners. This order was countermanded by the Secretary of War, not from any 
disapprobation of what had been done, or was about to be done, but because an amicable arrangement 
had in the meantime, and unknown to General Jackson, been made between the two governments for the 
restoration, upon certain conditions, of the Spanish posts already taken; with which arrangement it 
would have been altogether inconsistent to have proceeded with the capture of St. Augustine. All this 
was fully and satisfactorily explained to General Jackson. 

These proceedings became the subject of the most animated and spirited controversy between the 
two governments. It was also doubted by many and respectable citizens, both in public and in private 
life, whether the general had not transcended his authority, and exercised the power of war and peace 
beyond all constitutional limits; and it became the subject of long and serious debates in Congress. But 
his conduct, in all its extent, was elaborately and victoriously justified by our government, in all its rela- 
tions and departments, foreign and domestic. The complaints of Spanish ministers were triumphantly 
answered, and finally silenced, by the official replies of the Secretary of State. The messages of the 
President to both houses of Congress explained and justified the grounds of the general’s procedure, and 
the vote of the House of Representatives adopted and contirmed the justification offered by the Executive.§ 
Against all which, there remained nothing to be set off but an adverse report of a committee of the 
Senate, which has been suffered ever since to repose in utter neglect, notwithstanding the general at the 
next session presented a memorial to the Senate, remonstrating in free and decided terms against the 
course of investigation pursued by the committee, as unfair, and against their conclusions as unsound in 
doctrine, and as resulting from partial and uncandid views of the subject. 

Now let the principles so clearly deduced from these most authoritative precedents, be applied to 
my situation and conduct, as commander of the squadron in the West Indies, engaged in actual war 
against the pirates. 

From a variety of causes, too obvious to be mentioned, the Spanish islands in the West Indies were, for 
the most part, more destitute of any practical, steady, and efficient government and police than the inhabited 
parts of the Floridas. The pirates who sought she iter there were not, like the miserable sav ages of Florida, 
insulated and cut off from access to other quarters for relief, so as to be dependent on Spanish towns and 
garrisons for occasional supplies of provisions, arms, and ammunition. On the contrary, their enterprising 
nied successful piracies, and the accumulated plunde rof laud and sea, gave them influence and favor in the 
more barren and thinly inhabited districts, and in some of the more considerable towns and settlements; 
while their numbers, their resources, and their ferocity, overawed and intimidated those who were not 
seduced by participation in the spoils of piratical enterprise. When the hot pursuit of our cruisers had 
driven them from the sea, and destroyed all their vessels capable of keeping the sea, they retreated into 
various parts of Cuba and Porto Rico; in some places banded themselves against the local authorities, and 
effectually defied every effort to reduce them. In other places they assumed various disguises, as fisher- 
men, drougers, pedlers, &c., &c. As fishermen, they built huts and villages upon the coasts of these two 
islands, and kept up a constant intercourse with the inhabitants, from whom it was extremely difficult to 
distinguish them. The innumerable bays, inlets, shoals, and harbors about these islands enabled them 


* Vide Gen. Jackson's official reports to the Secretary of War, 25th March, 8th April, and 5th May, 1818; Niles’ Register, vol. 
15, p. 307, 308, 311. 

t Vide General Jackson’s general order, giving detailed account of the campaign, dated Barancas, May 29, 1818; his proclamation 
of the same date—the capitulation of Barancas, &c., &c.; Niles’ Register for July, 1818, vol. 14, p. 334-6. Also his letter to the 
Secretary of War, June 2, 1818, and other documents, id., vol. 15, p. 319-21. 

t Vide General Jackson’ s order to General Gaines, August 7, 1818; his letter to the same, August 10, 1818; and the Secretary of 
War’s countermand to General Gaines, September 1, 1818. “Niles? Register, vol. 16, p. 80-1. 

§ Vide President’s message to Congress, March 25, 1818. Niles’ Register for April, 1818, vol. 14, p. 100. President’s message, 
November 17, 1818, id., vol. 15, p- 213. Note from the Spanish Secretary of State to the American minister at Madrid, August 29, 
1818, and the reply of Mr. Adams, November 28, 1818. Niles’ Register, vol. 15, p. 367, 9, &c. General Jackson’s memorial to 
the Senate, id., vol. 18, p. 329. 
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to conceal the boats in which they nightly sallied forth from their holds, and committed innumerable 
piracies, as well upon the high seas as in the towns and settlements on the neighboring coasts. They 
then retreated with their plunder to their secret haunts, reiissumed their disguises, and eluded detection 
and pursuit. They were occasionally, however, detected—their huts and villages, with all their boats, 
fishing tackle, &c., burnt and destroyed. Several instances of these descents upon the coasts of Cuba and 
Porto Rico, by the officers of my squadron, are found in the official correspondence and reports, now 
before the court, especially in my report to the Secretary of the Navy, and in the report of Captain 
Cassin, and Lieutenant Commandant Kearney to me, in the spring and summer of 1823.* This state and 
condition of the Spanish islands was not only perfectly notorious, but has been officially ascertained and 
promulgated, and is now matter of authentic history; for in the President’s messages to Congress, on 
the 2d December, 1823 and 1824, and the reports of the Secretary of the Navy on the Ist December in 
the same years, accompanying those messages, all these facts are fully detailed; the good dispositions of 
the colonial government, at least of the Governor of Cuba, are acknowledged; and the toleration of the 
piratical establishments within their jurisdictions explained by the weakness of their means, and the 
relaxed state of their authority. So strong were these representations that, at the last session, a bill 
was introduced and seriously debated, authorizing a blockade of the Spanish ports in Cuba and Porto 
2ico—the latter having been designated in the official communications from the President as affording 
the most numerous haunts for pirates. 

As to Foxardo, you have it clearly proved how notorious were that town and district, and an 
extensive tract of country around, as the most pernicious haunts for pirates, including two other noted 
places on the same coast, called Naguaba and Bocca del Inferno, from twenty to twenty-five miles from 
Foxardo, and equally notorious for the resort of pirates, and as receptacles for their plunder. It was to 
the latter of these places, known by so characteristic an appellation, that the crew of the piratical ves- 
sel driven on shore by Lieutenant Sloat attempted to retreat, as reported in his letter to the Secretary of 
the Navy on the 19th March last. I did not, however, act upon the sole authority of report and notoriety, 
more than sufficient as they are when sufliciently credible to justify military movements. It was not 
till an American merchant, resident at St. Thomas, had been robbed of property to a considerable 
amount, in one of these marauding expeditions, traced upon credible information to Foxardo, nor until 
after an officer of my squadron, who had landed in the most peaceable and inoffensive manner to inquire 
after the pirates and the plunder, had been treacherously seized and disgracefully treated at Foxardo 
that I determined to land and make an impression upon that place. I presume no military or naval 
officer is to be blamed for acting upon credible and circumstantial information; he is not to be expected 
to wait for either legal or moral certainty of proof. The necessity and propriety of the measure, and 
the correctness of the information upon which I proceeded, are amply confirmed, "Tis in proof that the 
spontaneous opinion of the merchants of St. Thomas and of the whole squadron, without any particular 
communication from me, was clear and decided, not only for the necessity and propriety of the measure, 
but that it must and would be executed. My intentions were as clearly inferred, from what circumstances 
decided that they ought to be, as if I had fully declared them. The whole course and event of the 
action entirely confirmed every anticipation. I no sooner approached the harbor under the most une- 
quivocal demonstrations of the real character of my squadron than I found a party no wise distinguish- 
able in arms, equipments, or appearance from the pirates usually found on shore, and who, in the 
instances before mentioned, had attacked Captain Cassin and Lieutenants Kearney and Newton, by 
whom their villages and huts had been burnt and destroyed. 

This party stood ready, with two guns, on a point of rock, and the instant I had anchored, with- 
out one act of hostility or menace on my part, and without any previous parley on theirs, com- 
menced hostilities by training the guns on my nearest vessel, and then on the boat which was 
approaching the shore; and nothing, 1 presume, but the perplexity in which they were kept between 
the two objects, prevented them from firing on us; they dispersed before our party reached their 
battery, the guns of which we spiked. We found the village entirely deserted —no human _ being 
to be found with whom we could hold parley. When it is recollected that I had established 
a good understanding with the Governors of Cuba and Porto Rico; was acting in concert with them, 
had remitted to their jurisdiction pirates whom we had taken, and who had been punished by 
the local governments; when all this was known and notorious, how could I, in reason, account 
for these demonstrations of hostility, immediately on my approach to the harbor of Foxardo, and 
for the flight of the party, and the desertion of the village? Was I not authorized, nay bound, 
to conclude from the circumstances, taken in connection with the infamous character of the place, that it 
was a piratical establishment? Did it not require, at any rate, further investigation, and that I should 
proceed to examine into the state of things at the small town of Foxardo, only a mile or two from the 
harbor? Nothing, I think, can exceed the caution and moderation with which I proceeded. A flag 
was sent in advance with a letter, addressed to a sort of inferior magistrate called an alcalde, the only 
officer, except a very low and disreputable person called the captain of the port, who was to be found 
there. As we followed the flag into the interior, the most perfect order prevailed among our troops; and 
no whisper of complaint has been heard of the slightest injury to the persons or property of the inhabi- 
tants. The further we advanced, new circumstances of suspicion to confirm all we had heard, and all we 
had inferred from what happened at our first landing arose. There was the same irregular assemblage 
of armed men; equally equivocal in character and appearance, as those who had been dispersed at the 
battery, without any of the ordinary badges to distinguish them as belonging to the government of the 
country; and, by their causeless hostility, justifying the worst suspicions of their character and intentions. 
When I met the alealde, accompanied by some of the better sort from the town, he excused himself, for 
his conduct to Lieuts. Platt and Ritchie, as under compulsion from others: and this was repeated to Lieut. 
Platt, by the interpreter and another person in the alcalde’s train. The nature of the person and the per- 
sons from whom it proceeded were not explained; and as Lieut. Platt declares, there appeared some 
strange mystery about the transaction. The mystery may, perhaps, be very satisfactorily cleared up; 
when it is recollected Lieuts. Platt and Ritchie, at their former visit, had at first been received by the 
alcalde with civility; but that the rabble were extremely exasperated against them. From all which, 
connected with the infamy of the place, and the very suspicious conduct and appearance of the people 





* Vide documents accompanying the Presidents Message to Congress, 2d December, 1823, p. 156, 157, 174. 
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whom we encountered, it might reasonably enough be concluded, that the pirates were strong both in 
numbers and influence, and had overawed and held in subjection the miserable functionary, who bore the 
badee without the substance of a regularly constituted authority: which it would have been absurd, and 
derogatory to any government to have treated as qualified to challenge the respect due to a sovereign in 
the person of his representative. 

Then, was not here presented a clear case of ‘ the jurisdiction of Spain ceasing at the point where 
her weakness failed to maintain her authority?” 

What possible distinction between the hostile appropriation of Spanish territory and Spanish means, 
to our injury, by the pirates in this instance, and by the Seminoles and other savages in Florida? In 
truth, every circumstance and every reason that were admitted as the most triumphant justification of 
the course pursued in the campaign in Florida, are here more clear and pronounced; and yet because I 
merely displayed my force on Spanish territory, by way of intimidation; exacted an apology for the past, 
and promise of amendment for the future; and spike two guns from which, on leaving the harbor, I 
should have been in imminent danger of a raking fire, from a lawless banditti, who might have secreted 
themselves from pursuit and punishment: for this have I been recalled in displeasure, and subjected to a 
rigorous and penal prosecution: notwithstanding the clear proof, now manifest to the court, that the most 
beneficial consequences had resulted from this operation: that instead of producing any impediment to 
the service, from the ill-will either of the authorities or inhabitants of the island, it served to awe the 
disaffected, and inspire universal respect for our arms and character. From the subsequent correspon- 
dence of Lieut. Sloat, it appears that Governor Torre had been reported to have dropped some hasty 
expressions of anger; but if he really uttered such, it was a momentary ebullition; for his letter to Lieut. 
Sloat, of the 17th March last, sufficiently demonstrates his good-will; and, indeed, contains warmer 
expressions of thanks for our exertions, than are to be found in any of his preceding communications, 
The effect upon the public in general was decided and instantaneous; indeed the increased respect and 
confidence in the vigor, determination, and efficiency of our measures; and the consequent facilities likely 
to be obtained, in the pursuit of our object, exceeded all expectation. The public honors bestowed on 
Lieut. Platt, at Ponce, only forty miles from Foxardo, and expressly on account of the share he had borne 
in the affair of Foxardo, may give some idea of the prevailing sentiment. 

As I have said, nothing could exceed the astonishment with which I received an intimation of the 
displeasure of my own government. The only apprehension I entertained, and the only circumstance 
having the remotest tendency to self-reproach in the whole affair, were, that I had fallen too far short of 
the point to which my authority would have reached, and to which my duty under existing circumstances 
should have pushed it: and, at this day, if I were under trial for not having seized and garrisoned or des- 
troyed the village at the harbor, and even the town of Foxardo, as pernicious pirate nests; for not having 
arrested and made prisoners the people; or those at any rate who had made any demonstrations of hos- 
tilitv; I should have conceived myself in far more danger of censure, for having left undone those thing's 
which I ought to have done, than now, for doing those things which I ought not to have done. 

My best, if not my only defence, in such case would have been, the want of the force and the means 
necessary to give complete effect to the operation; and the eventual bencfits resulting fromthe actual and 
more moderate operation, 

It may possibly be doubted whether the pursuit and arrest of pirates on the high seas under a regu- 
Jar commission from a sovereign power, and with the public armed force of the country, be a war or a 
mere exertion of the power of internal police fer the arrest and judicial punishment of criminals. In short 
the want of a regular declaration of war may be insisted on. 

It is a remarkable fact, that what with the continually recurring wars with the Indian tribes, the 
3arbary States, and more recently with England, not omitting what has been called the quasi war 
with France, in 1798, this country has enjoyed but very short intervals of peace since the formation of 
the government; and yet, there stands upon record but the single instance of a declaration of war, in that 
against England, on the 18th June, 1812. The Constitution has vested in Congress, the exclusive power 
of declaring war; but they may also provide for the calling ont of the necessary force to suppress insur- 
rections and repel invasion: and they have executed this last power by a special act of Congress 
empowering the President to call ont the proper force on such occasions. All our Indian wars, with 
every characteristic and concomitant of the most regular war, have resulted from the mere act of having 
placed at the disposal of the President a military force, for the protection of the frontier, and to repel the 
hostile incursions of the Indians. The war commencing in this merely defensive operation, has resulted 
in all the incidental consequences, which we have scen exemplified in General Jackson’s campaign in 
Florida, and in all the preceding Indian wars; for none of them were commenced under any more formal 
declaration, or with any more solemn preliminaries, than that of a hostile invasion repelled by force; and 
of a defensive war pushed, in its consequences, to offensive operations in order to make the defence 
effectual and complete. So the wars with the Barbary States were commenced in the same way: a naval 
force is placed at the disposal of the President, for the protection of our commerce, against the Barbary 
cruisers, and the history of our naval operations is too well known to this court to justify me in taking 
up their time, by recounting the captures by sea, the blockades, the menaced bombardments, the inter- 
cepting of enemy property in neutral bottoms, and all the other concomitants and incidents of the most 
regular of maratime wars which have resulted from this simple measure of defence. So the modified 
hostilities with France, limited, as they were supposed to be, by the terms of the law that authorized 
them, to a mere resistance of the abused right of search, and to the capture of such of their publie or 
private armed ships as should be found committing aggressions upon our commerce, immediately blazed 
out in all the ardor of a maritime war, unlimited in its spirit and extent but by the scarcity of objects, in 
the condition of the French marine, upon which the valor and enterprise of our vavy could be displayed. 
We did not wait till a French frigate or armed cruiser could be met flagrant with aggression, but in 
what place, condition or circumstances soever met, she was instantly attacked, taken, and held as lawful 
prize of war, 

This war against the pirates in the West Indies, was just as formally declared as any of our pre- 
ceding wars by land or sea, except the late war with England, and carried with it all the concomitants 
and incidents of a public war; without regard to the form of the preliminaries, or the circumstances of its 
commencement. ‘The machine once put in motion, was impelled by its own inherent energies, without 
the help of proclamations or other paper muniments. 

A naval force was placed by a law of Congress at the disposal of the President, to be employed in 
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the most effectual way according to the best of his judgment, and under suitable instructions to the 
commanders, in repelling the aggressions and depredations of the pirates.* Under the authority of this 
act, and the instructions of the President, the war against the pirates was cominenced and carried on. 
That it was a regular war against public enemies, and entitled not only to equal but to greater respect 
from other nations, than ordinary wars, is clearly established by reason and authority. Pirates are not 
the enemies of one nation only, but of the whole human race, and all civilized nations are, cr ought to be 
in league against them; there can, in the nature of things, be no neutrals in such a war. As I have before 
remarked, the rights of war in general, seem to have been derived for the most part from the analogies 
of war against pirates. We find that the President, in his message to Congress, explaining and justifying 
the conduct of General Jackson, towards the Spanish authorities in Florida, enumerates their encourage- 
ment of buccancering, as one of the enormities which has forfeited their neutral character; and General 
Jackson himself, in his official correspondence, justifying the apparent severity of his proceeeings against 
persons claiming Spanish protection, can find no more emphatic reprobation of their character, as placing 
them and their abettors out of the pale of the law of nations, and justifying every extremity against both, 
than to denominate them land pirates. Grotius, as I have remarked, infers belligerent rights, in regard 
to third parties, not being enemies, from the analogous right to destroy pirates, though to the danger 
and probable damage of innocent persons, 

If the question rested on general reason and authority, it would seem to be settled. But I have 
a stronger and more practical warrant, in the very instructions which I am charged with having violated: 
a document that loses none of the authority due to its official character, from having been signed, and 
probably indited by a gentleman whose talents and learning have illustrated a high judicial station in 
New York, before he was called to the administration of the Navy Department; and are now added to 
the splendid assemblage of the same qualities, on the bench of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
These instructions lay down the doctrine, and apply it to the actual case, in terms that leave not the 
shadow of a doubt, as to the relations in which 1 was to hold myself, as well towards the pirates as the 
Spanish authorities and people. 

“You will announce (says my letter of instructions) your arrival and object to the authorities, civil 

and military, of the Island of Cuba, and endeavor to obtain, as far as shall be practicable, their co-ope- 
ration, or at least their favorable and friendly support, giving them the most unequivocal assurance that 
your sole object is the destruction of pirates. 
“ «The system of piracy which has grown up in the West Indies, has obviously arisen from the war 
between Spain and the new governments, her late provinces in this hemisphere, and from the limited 
force in the islands and their sparse population, many portions of each being entirely uninhabited and 
desolate, to which the active authority of the government does not extend. It is understood that estab- 
lishments have been made by parties of these banditti in those uninhabited parts, to which they carry 
their plunder, and retreat in time of danger. It cannot be presumed that the government of any island 
will afford any protection or countenance to such robbers. It may, on the contrary, confidently be 
believed that all governments, and particularly those most exposed, will afford all means in their power 
for their suppression. Pirates are considered, by the laws of nations, the enemies of the human race. 
It is the duty of all nations to put them down; and none who respect their own character or interest 
will refuse to do it, much less afford them an asylum and protection. The nation that makes the greatest 
exertions to suppress such banditti, has the greatest merit. In making such exertions it has a right to 
the aid of every other power to the extent of its means, and to the enjoyment, under its sanction, of all 
its rights in the pursuit of the object. In the case of belligerents, where the army of one party enters 
the territory of a neutral power, the army of the other has a right to follow it there. 

“In the case of pirates, the right of the armed force of one power to follow them into the territory 
of another, is more complete. In regard to pirates there is no neutral party; they being the enemies of 
the human race all nations are parties against them, and may be considered as allies.” 

I lost no time in establishing an understanding with the Governors of Porto Rico and Cuba, as 
recommended by these instructions; and, as fully appears from the documents accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s nessage to Congress, December 2, 1823, before referred to. From these it has been seen that both 
the governors recognized, without hesitation, the meritorious character of the war; pledged themselves 
for every aid and co-operation in their power; that, in various instances, they did co-operate, and actu- 
ally received prisoners taken by our squadron, both at sea and on land, and had them executed. Thus, 
the presumption upon which my instructions proceeded, that the local governments of these islands were 
to be considered and treated as allies, in a regular war, was confirmed and consolidated into a solemn 
compact, followed by all the practical and open evidences of alliance and common cause. 

I conceive it to have been clearly made out that, in the simple character of neutrals, the conduct of 
the people of Foxardo would have justified stronger measures than any adopted by me towards them; 
but, as the subjects of an ally embarked in a common cause, they were out of the pale of protection 
from their own state; they were identified with the encmy of their own state, and the worst species of 
enemy—pirates. 

They were themselves either actually or constructively pirates; and, in attacking and subduing 
them (if I had gone that length) I should have attacked and subdued the enemies of the very state 
whose territory and sovereignty Iam charged with having violated. 

The only question, then, that remains, is, whether it were a violation of my instructions to have 
awed these people into some regard for their own duties towards both the a//ies, and some greater respect 
to the allied arms, by a display of military power—pushed no further than to produce the moral effect of 
operating on their fears, by a demonstration of what we could and would do if they persisted in their 
iniquities. The question, then, may be reduced to this: whether a set of instructions that passed through 
the hands of so eminent a lawyer and judge as Secretary Thompson, and had received the sanction of his 
name, had been so improvidently phrased as to forbid me from doing the very thing I was sent to do, 
namely, from protecting the commerce and the citizens of the United States from piracy, when it should 
so happen that the perpetrators, or, what is the same thing, the abettors, associates and accessories of 
the perpetrators, and so identified in appearance and circumstance with them as rendered it impractica- 
ble to make any specific distinction between principal and accessory, appeared, in the persons who had 











* Vide act of March 3, 1819, vol. 6, p. 412. 
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added to the crime of piracy that of flying in the face of the authority of that government under which 
they pretended to live: an ‘absurdity upon the face of the proposition, and, therefore, impossible to be 
inferred from any sensibie and well advised instructions. 

Still, it may be more satisfactory to enter into some analysis of that document, in order to see if its 
terms give any ‘color to so stri inge an imput ition on its consistenc Ns 

Let it be remembered that the question is not whether my instructions, in terms, import an authority 
to do the act, but whether they prohibit it. It has already been show n, from reason, authority and pre- 
cedent, that, in proceeding upon the principle of self-de fence, to attack or re pel the enemy by the same 
means that he uses for our annoyance, no act of hostility is supposed to be committed against the neutral 
or allied sovereign when his territory or his subjects are involved in the consequences of belligerent 
operations. 

That it was not to attack or to punish Spain, but simply to repel the attack of the enemy through 
her instrumentality, and with her means, was the principle assumed throughout the whole of Gene ral 
Jackson’s justification. To have made war upon Spain, for any cause; either for her violation of treaties, 
or for her breach of neutrality, could have been justified in no other way, but by the express authority of 
Congress, who have the exclusive jurisdiction of peace and war, and are the exclusive judges when and 
for what provocations war shall be declared. It is for them, and them alone, to decide whether national 
insults or injuries shall be resented or waived. The utmost extent of the President’s power, is to call 
out the force of the nation to repel invasions; in the exercise of which power, it is true, shmoat all our 
belligerent operations, since the existence of the government, have been carried on. All these operations, 
then, upon Spanish territory and subjects, by way of self-defence against our enemy, result from the 
incidental rights of actual war, as fully vested in every naval or military commander, to whose hands 
the arms of the republic are committed, as in the President himself. The only difference is, that the 
President, in his quality of commander-in-chief, may restrain or modify, at pleasure, the practical exercise 
of the right, by them in command under him; but, in the absence of such restraining order, these high 
belligerent rights exist, in their full force, in the person of the officer in the immediate command, whatever 
Upon that principle was the capture of the Spanish towns and posts in Florida, explained 
and justified. The American note, before cited, expressly states, that General Jackson had no order, 
from his government, to take them; but that he decided, from his own discretion, upon the measure; “of 
the necessity for which he had the most effectual means of forming a Judgment; and the vindication of 
which is written in every page of the law of nations, as well as in the first law of nature—self-defence.” 

Then my justification requires no order or instruc ion commanding or authorizing, while it is indis- 
pensable, to the crimination of my conduct, that some order should be shown forbidding me to exercise 
the otherwise clear right to adopt the highly expedient, necessary, and, in all its public results, most 
fortunate measure, now in question. The incidental power, to its fullest extent, was inherent to my 
command; unless that command had been stripped of it, by a positive order, This brings us directly to 
the question, whether my instructions, of the Ist February, 1823, do, in terms, forbid me to exercise 
this power. I maintain, not only that there is the absence of any such prohibition, express or implied, 
but that the course of conduct which I pursued, is enjoined by my instructions; and if T had neglecte d 
that injunction, I should at once have basely be tr: iyed the high and sovereign rights of war; w ith which 
the glory and safe ty of the nation are so essenti ially connected; and have y jolated the letter and spirit of 
my instructions, by a course of conduct direetly opposite to that, now imputed to me, as a disobedience 
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of orders. 
I shall proceed to lay down a few simple rules of interpretation, by which the sense, in which I clearly 
understood and acted, upon my instructions, may be demonstrated, as their true import and meaning. 
The reason or final cause, the main end to be accomplished, deserves the first consideration. 
Then, I was appointed to the command of the squadron, for the purpose of ‘repressing piracy, and afford- 
ing effectual protection to the citizens and commerce of the United States.” Tam told that it is “my duty 
to protect our commerce against all unlawful interruptions, and to guard the rights both of persons and 
property of the citizens of the United States wherever it shall become necessary.” > Such is the final cause, 
or end of the armament. It was upon this principle, mainly, that General Jackson rested the justification 
of his procedure in Florida, when he appealed to his instructions, from the War Department, in which he 
was informed that the “honor and interest of the United States, required a speedy and successful termi- 
nation of the war:” and, he argues, that he pursued the only means by which he could have effectuated 
that intent; and that the intent, both general and particular, expressed in the order, justified the means: 
those means being, in themselves, entirely conformable to the established laws and usages of war.* 

The means, by which I was to have accomplished the object of my command, were left to my dis- 
cretion, under the guidance of some general rules. The limitations of my authority from which anything 
like a prohibition may be inferred, are expressed in two clauses. Iam, in the first place, told that 
“where a government exists and is felt, you will, in all instances, respect the local authorities; and ouly 
act in aid of, and co-operation with them:” and again, ‘in no case are you to pursue and apprehend any 
one, after having been forbidden to do so, by competent authority of the local governments.” Now the 
the term “government,” or ‘local government,” certainly means the supreme power of the country; and, 
in reference to the Spanish islands, means the several provincial governments there established, valled 
local, in contradistinction to the government of the mother country, which is supreme over all. It cannot 
be pretended, that the term comprehends the inferior magistrates of obscure towns and villages. Then 
this government must not only exist, but must be fe/t: and felt to what purpose, and te what extent? 
Surely, to no less thin to maintain, practically and efficiently, its sovereign and active authority, in the 
country; to the purpose and to the extent of holding it inviolate, from the inroads of the common enemy. 
In a preceding part of the instructions, places to which the “ active authority of the government does not 
extend,” are spoken of: nor can it be less than the active authority of the government, in any case, that 
I was bound to respect. I am told, repeatedly, in my instructions, that Iam to presume that the Spanish 
authorities and people will make common cause with me, and cordially co-operate with me: Iam teld so 
in the very clause which requires me to respect the local governments: and strange, indeed, if I had 
been required to respect them on any other terms. I was acting, not only upon this presumption, but 
upon the faith of direct and positive assurances from these very local governments, that they would so 


* Vide Niles’ Register, vol. 18, p. 321-2. 
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co-operate; confirmed by unequivocal acts of co-operation, When I came to discover, upon these islands, 
extensive settlements of pirates, in the various disguises of fishermen, &c.; when I found considerable 
districts, in the possession, or under the controlling influence, of pirates; would it have comported with 
due respect to the local governments, to have presumed that such infamous abuses were by their autho- 
rity; and that, by attacking the pirates, I should be invading the rights and dignity of the governments? 
Are these pirates to be viewed, in such circumstances, as ‘Spanish authorities, or people,” in the sense 
of my instructions? 

If such were the presumptions upon which we were to act, we committed innumerable transgressions, 
in the instances of the several piratical establishments broken up and destroyed, without complaint, on 
the coast of Cuba, as before mentioned, 

But the meaning of this injunction, to respect the local authorities, where a government exists and 
is felt, is decided by its immediate context; for it goes on to direct that I shall only act in aid of, and 
co-operation with, them. Now the one of these injunctions, is just as obligatory as the other: those 
whom I am to respect, I must co-operate with and aid: they must be in a condition to challenge the obser- 
vance of both, or of neither. Then, if Iam to respect the people and authorities of the islands, who are 
identified in character and conduct, with the pirates, I must also act in aid of and co-operation with them; 
and how consistent this may be, the main end and aim of repressing piracy, and affording effectual pro- 
tection to the commerce and citizens of the United States, needs no remark to illustrate. When I am 
told that I must not continue the pursuit of pirates on shore, “after having been forbidden to do so by 
competent authority of the local government,” should I have been justified in accepting the prohibition of 
the pirates themselves; or of their known, or strongly suspected associates and accessories, as from such 
competent authority? The only prohibition ever received by me, was in the form of open hostility and 
resistance, no otherwise to be accounted for, than as an attack upon the suppressors, and a defence of 
the professors of piracy. Lieut. Platt was not forbidden the pursuit and inquiry which occasioned his 
first visit to Foxardo: but he was at first received with insidious civility, and a professed respect to his 
official character, and in that guise conducted to the town, where the treatment he afterwards received 
was equally unaccountable, upon any other ground than that of the people, or a majority of them, mak- 
ing common cause, or being identified with the pirates. I am further directed, if the crews of any 
vessels, which I have either seen engaged in acts of piracy, or have just cause to suspect, as being of 
that character, retreat into the ports, harbors, or settled parts of the islands, I may enter in pursuit of 
them, for the purpose of aiding the local authorities, or people, as the case may be, to seize and bring the 
offender to justice; previously giving notice, that it is my sole object. Then here is an affirmative direc- 
tion, (not necessary to communicate the authority, but only declaratory of an authority already inherent 
to my command, ) to pursue the enemy into the ports, harbors, and settled parts of the island, but qualified 
by a limitation, which necessarily supposes that there are authorities or people present, who have the will, 
and, with my aid, the power to seize the offenders, and bring them to justice. But suppose no authorities 
or people of that description are to be found; and though the country be ever so thickly settled, it is 
oecupied and held by pirates and their accessories, who exert a controlling influence and effective power 
over the district, and hold what people and authorities there may be, in check, or in close alliance: is not 
the hypothesis, upon which the limitation of my otherwise absolute authority is expressly founded, done 
away, and is not that authority consequently left in its pristine force? Is there any possible construction 
of the document that could require of me to aid and assist people to seize and bring themselves to jus- 
tice? The very case put by my instructions, as requiring the pursuit of the piratical crew, was presented. 
IT had just cause more than to suspect that such a crew, which had robbed an ‘‘ American citizen” at St. 
Thomas, had retreated with their plunder to Foxardo; and, in the pursuit of them, I am encountered at 
the threshold by men of the most equivocal appearance, who stand forward to resist the pursuers and 
defend ‘the pursued without parley or warning of any kind. Then, was I not bound to conclude, that 
these men knew what they were about, and that the defenders and the persons pursued were the same? 
I knew to a certainty that they were not, and, in the nature of things, could not be, acting under the 
authority of the local government; but I had the strongest grounds to presume that they were acting 
against it. What reason had I to presume that they had any better authority than the pirates who fired 
upon Captain Cassin, near Cayo Blanco, and upon Lieutenants Kearney and Newton at Cape Cruz; and 
who, on other occasions, and at other places, committed the like violence, and, upon being pursued to the 
interior, were found to be settled in fishing villages, defended by cannon advantageously posted on the 
rocks? 

It seems to me plainly impossible to construe my instructions as a prohibition of the operation upon 
Foxardo, consistently either with their context, or with the prominent and declared reason, or final cause 
of the course of service which they prescribed. A learned and judicious author has said, that “ the 
nature of every law must be judged of by the end for which it was made, and by the aptness of things 
therein prescribed, unto the same end;” a rule which absolutely concludes the present question, 

2. The rule, which requires an expression to be interpreted from its relation to what goes before, 
and what follows the place where it stands, ‘has been embraced under the head of rational interpretation 
already considered.” But another rule, entering largely into every question of interpretation, is derived 
from “the circumstance of the same, or equivalent expressions being used by the same person, to express 
the same intentions, on other similar occasions.’”’* 

Upon this point, it becomes material to examine the orders or instructions under which General 
Jackson acted, in the campaign before mentioned. The restrictive clauses of these orders, being more 
directly to the point, shall be more particularly noticed: they are explained by two documents: 1st—The 
President’s message to Congress, March 25, 1818, declares that ‘‘to the high obligations and privileges 
of the great and sacred right of self-defence, will the movement of our troops be confined; orders are 
accordingly given to the general, not to enter Florida, but in pursuit of the enemy; and in that case to 
respect the Spanish authority wherever it is maintained”’}  2dly—in Mr, Adams’ letter to our minister 
at Madrid, the order is laid down in nearly the same terms.{ The only difference between the terms of 
the restriction upon him, and upon me, is that in my case, the government must be felt; in his, its 
authority maintained—and what difference there may be between these terms may be explained, (if 
indeed explanation can be necessary,) by a reference to the President’s subsequent message, of Novem- 





*3 Cam. Grot., p. 145, sec. 7. t. Vide Niles’ Reg., vol. 15, p. 100. t Vide ibid, p. 371. 
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ber 17th, 1818, where this very expression of a government being felt is used;* and though there was a 
reenlarly organized colonial government, In posse ssion of towns and fortified place ‘s, With well — 
garrisous, within the precincts of which Spanish authority was paramount and undispute d; yet, because 
their authority was confined almost exclusively to the walls of St. Augustine, Pensacola, &e. , because 
they could not exercise an efficient and active authority over those without the walls; and be cause all 
these strongholds were made subservie nt to the purposes of Indian hostility, the authority of the goy- 
ernment was held not to have been ‘maintained,’ not to have been “fell, ” even within the walls of 
places garrisoned by their troops; not even in the « capitals of their provinces, where the government 
actually resided. T hese very places were taken, because the authority of the government was not main- 
tained or felt, to the extent required by her ne -atral duties, and necessary to give effect to our lawful 
means of repressing Indian hostilities. “When the general found that the government was not suffic iently 
maintained or felt, to fulfill the final cause or end of his military operations, but tended to defeat it, he 
was justified in concluding that it was not maintained or felt to the degree supposed by the limitation j in 
his instructions, and of course that the /imétation fell with the hypothesis upon which it was founded, 

Lest it be surmised that the government was secretly actuated by any policy to attack and under- 

mine Spanish power in the F loridas, not applicable to the state of things in the West Indies, (if it be 
necessary to vindicate the government against any sort of double dealing, -) I may refer to the successive 
orders from the War Department to Generals Gaines and Jackson, from the 2d December, 1817, to the 
6th February, 1818.¢ By these it appears, that it was contrary to the policy and inclination of the United 
States, to be embroiled with Spain at that time. The state of the pending negotiation is referred to as 
rendering it impolitic to provoke her; and General Gaines is instruc ted, that, if the Indians, when 
pursued into Florida, shelter themselves under a Spanish fort, he is to stop, and give notice to the gov- 
ernment. 
A practical construction is given to my orders, by the toleration of all the previous descents upon 
Cuba and Porto Rico, followed by the destruction of settlements, having all the appearance of innocent 
fishing villages, where were assembled men, women, and childre n, of all ages; and which were, never- 
theless, found to belong to pirates, in disguise. 

But, suppose | have failed to establish the construction of my orders, as understood by myself, and 
now explained; does it follow that Iam guilty of any disobedience of orders, under the naval articles of 
war? The negative may be clearly maintained, on two grounds. 

1. The articles of war look only to orders given by a superior officer in immediate command; not to 
general instructions from the government; the observance of which, it is supposed, the government has, 
in its own hands, the means of enforcing. 

The instructions are discretionary; and no officer can be charged with the breach of a discre- 
tionary order, unless he willfully and corruptly misconstrue and pervert them. For no mistake of judgment 
ean be, in the nature of things, punishable. Here is the law of nations laid down to me in my instructions; 
to be applied in a great variety of supposed circumstances, to facts as they arise. A number of rules, 
defining the relative rights of the parties are prescribed, requiring the exercise of discreet judgement to 
expound them. I apprehe nd it to be impossible for any man to review the circumstances of this case, 
without admitting, whatever be his opinion of my judement, « ” my reasoning, that I might not, in the 
honest exercise of my reason and judgment, have done the act with which I am charged. 

To bring me within the scope of this most penal charge, it must appear, that I was either positively 
ordered to do something that I omitted, or positively forbidden to do something that I did; or that, under 
pretence of executing a discretionary authority, I corruptly or maliciously abused it. 


Second charge and specification. 


The second branch of the accusation has, from the first, occasioned me no little perplexity, which 
has, in no degree, been relieved by any elue idation in the course of the present trial, Whether any, and 
what sort of justification it made incumbent on me, was not so easy to determine, from any matter of 
crimination, either distinctly pronounced, or properly to be inferred from the context of the charge or 
the specifications. 

The process neither of the evidence, nor of the argument, by which the gist of the prosecution, and 
the points on which it turned, should have been distinc tly explained, or ope nly vindicated, has tended to 
possess me with any move clear or detailed information of the specific quality and degree of the offence 
wiih which I was to be charged, or of the penal consequences supposed to be attached to it, than might 
have been collected from the extremely vague and indefinite, if not unintelligible, terms of the charge and 
the specifications. Indeed, the impenetrable reserve, affecting mystery, if not studious of conce: alment, 
by which such dim and partial views of these points have been vouchsafed, would scem to indicate the 
darkest suspicions, and a necessity for a prosecution as unrelenting in its purpose, and as unscrupulous 
in its means, as could be, at all admissible in any judicial procedure, as if it were dealing with some 
wily and veteran offender, skilled and experienced in all the subtilties of evasion; and who was to be 
caught in his iniquities only by pouncing upon him unawares, and by concealing from him the quarter of 
attack, till the unseen blow, pushed home and felt in all its force, should have overwhelmed him with the 
shame of open detection, while unprovided with a subterfuge, and cut off from all retreat 

I] was instructed by the clear and unhesitating advice of my counsel, confirmed by as clear an insight 
into the merits of the question as could be obtained by my own common sense, to cone lude that thie branch 
of the accusation purported to charge me with no offence of which this court had any judicial cognizance; and 
my own conscience, as far as it had been enlightened by any knowledge or conjecture of the transactions, 
so darkly alluded to, was equally void of any offence to which any degree of guilt, either legal or moral, 
could be imputed. Indeed it was clear enough, upon the face of the accusation itself, how sedulously 
the responsibility of having imputed anything immoral or dishonorable, had been guarded against; and, 
accordingly, that instead of a definite and precise charge, supported by specifications, in any proper and 
legitimate sense of the term, vague censures, clothed in loose generalities, and in the most ambiguous 


and perplexed phraseology, had been introduced, by a strange abuse of terms, under the name of a charge 


and specifications. 





* Niles’ —e vol 15, p. 213. 
{ Vide Niles’ Reg., vol. 15, p. 303-5. 
} Vide Lieut. Kearney’ s report, in Aug., 1823, among the documents with the President*s message, of Dec., 1823, p. 174. 
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Perfectly consistent with the original frame of the accusation, has been the method in which it has 
been followed out, in the proof and in the argument. 

Voluminous masses of documents, consisting of a miscellaneous correspondence, and a printed 
pamphlet, of more than one hundred pages, were produced in evidence, under the several specifica- 
tions, and indiscriminately read, from beginning to end, without any specific designation or reference 
whatever to the passages or the circumstances wherein the offensive matter was supposed to consist, with 
the single exception of the alleged omissions, deficiencies and verbal inaccuracies, charged upon that part 
of my pamphlet, which purports to set out the proceedings of the court of inquiry; which were, indeed, 
vouchsafed after the trial had proceeded for more than a fortnight. Additional masses, little less volumi- 
nous, of documeuts and other collateral evidence, have been introduced, and, in like manner, read indiscri- 
minately, from beginning to end, without the slightest intimation of the charge or the specification to 
which they were to be applied, far less of the bearing they were supposed to have on any point of the 
accusation, or of the purpose and object of their introduction. In two instances, witnesses have been 
introduced to authenticate numerous documents, without naming or describing them; and even without 
any enumeration or description of them being entered on the minutes, which record the evidence by which 
they are authenticated. Our request to have these documents openly exhibited and subjected to our 
inspection, or at any rate, to be furnished with a list and specific description of them, has been denied; 
and all that was vouchsafed to us, was an intimation that it would be time enough for us to see and 
inspect the documents when they came to be successively produced, as wanted from time to time, in the 
progress of the trial. In the meantime they have been kept under lock and key, wholly inaccessible to me; 
and, to this very day, I am ignorant how many, or what part, or indeed if any of these documents have 
since been found usctul to subserve the ends of the prosecution, or have been actually used as evidence; 
though I presume, (bat without any responsible assurance of the fact,) that some:part of my official cor- 
respondence with the Navy Department, since read and attached to the record, entered into the composi- 
tion of this strange paradox, of documents openly proved in a court of justice, and yet unknown either 
to the court, or to the party against whom they were produced. Ata late stage of the trial, interroga- 
tories are exhibited, for the examination of a witness upon deposition. Explanation is asked, and unhesi- 
tatingly denied: Ist, of the authority for taking a deposition, instead of confronting the witness with 
the accused, as indispensably required, (with a few stated exceptions, expressly provided for by statute, ) 
in every criminal case, and above all, in every capital case; and this, not only in the absence of any 
direct authority to be found in the naval articles of war, or other law, but in the face of an article 
expressly requiring that the witnesses examined before a naval court-martial, shall be sworn by the presi- 
dent of the court. 2d, of the purpose for which this deposition was wanted, and of the point to which it 
was to be applied, in order that I might frame the cross-interrogatories, which I was called upon to fur- 
nish, with a discreet forecast of the operation and effect of the evidence upon my cause. The deposition, 
taken before a county justice of the peace, after having been held up, for some days, without any notice 
to me that it had been received, is at length produced, and read to the court, under the same silence and 
reserve as to the bearing or relevancy it might be supposed to have upon any matter put in issue by any 
of these charges and specifications—the want of relevancy and pertinency to any such matter, being 
apparent upon its face. 

Whether, in all this, there was anything to be condemned as irregular, according to the established 
law and practice of courts-martial, this court has not been called on to decide; for I was wearied out, 
myself, and apprehensive of fatiguing the court, and exhausting its valuable time by raising my voice 
so frequently against the constantly occurring aberrations from the salutary forms of procedure usually 
observed in criminal prosecutions, and equally indispensable to the due administration of justice in a 
military, as in a civil court. I made this sacrifice of my right to complain and to remonstrate with no 
other hesitation but what arose from my reluctance to sanction a dangerous precedent; the pernicious 
consequences of which, to the principles of military jurisprudence, were incalculable. My own innocence 
I know to be too firmly seated in conscience, too strongly fortified by its internal strength, and too well 
guarded by external evidence, to fear either secret sap or open assault; and it shall not be my fault if 
any transgressions against the wholesome rules of judicial practice be drawn into precedent hereafter. 

My own reason informed me, and the clear aud decided authority of every approved author who had 
treated of the elements or practice of military law, was united with undeviating unanimity in pronouncing 
that every alleged offence against military law, as against the general law of the land, must be deter- 
mined by some fixed and known rule of action, instituted by positive law; and defining the character and 
degree of the offence; and that it must be shown by the terms of the accusation to be cognizable and 
punishable under such law. The grounds and principles upon which this proposition may be demonstra- 
ted, and by which the present accusation, after having that test applied to its terms, is necessarily exclu- 
ded from the legal cognizance of the court, have been amply unfolded in the preliminary exceptions taken 
by my counsel to the second charge and its specifications. In the answer to these exceptions, the undis- 
puted power of the Executive to discharge from service any officer holding under its appointment, in other 
words, to revoke a commission granted during pleasure, is adverted to. It is intimated that this power 
has been exercised, and may be again, to protect the Executive from the contumelies of its subordinate 
officers; that, in this instance, the Executive was under no necessity to have remitted me to a court mar- 
tial for trial; but might have judged and punished me by its own inherent jurisdiction, and upon the 
responsibility of its discretionary powers; and that, having this inherent power and jurisdiction, it has, 
by the act of preferring these charges, pronounced its own opinion of my conduct; and has required of 
this court nothing more than t» inquire and ascertain whether the acts, of which it is to be taken for 
granted, from the official exhibicion of the charge, that I am guilty, may be explained or palliated by any 
circumstance of excuse or mitigation. Then, if I may rightly comprehend this reasoning, this court is 
now exercising a jurisdiction ex gratia; as a mere concession from the Executive, without any necessary and 
legal cognizance of the matter, aud, instead of a grave tribunal of criminal judicature, commissioned to pro- 
nounce the solemn judgments of the law upon the guilt or innocence of a prisoner accused of high offences 
against the law, we have an anomalous sort of inquest or council of ceremonies, which is to report to 
some superior authority every breach of decorum or good breeding, from boorish rudeness to the slightest 
deviation from obsequious respect, by which fastidious pride or apprehensive delicacy might be offended. 
In that view no punishment is to be inflicted by the judgment of this court, but the case is to be again 
remitted to the Executive for him to decide, from the circumstances reported by this court, upon the 
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expediency of exerting his power to remove me from office. It is further implied, if not laid down in terms, 
that the Executive re quires not the opinion of this court, whether the facts specified under the se cond 
charge be true, nor w he ‘ther they do, in themselves, amount to “insubordinate conduct, and conduct 
unbee: oming an officer;’? both the fact and the corollary being already established by the opinion of the 
Executive, manife sted in the exhibition of the charge; and the function of this court being limited 
to a report of any circumstances of excuse or mitigation to be offered on my part. Still, the argu- 
ment of the judge advocate, in answer to the exceptions taken by my counsel, concludes with a clear 
and unhesitating opinion, that the charge and specifications are not only sufficient in substance and form, 
but that they do specify offences of a military character, for which the accused may be arraigned and tried 
before a court-martial. Whether punishment be understood to be involved in the arraignment and trial 
here spoken of, or to be deferred to the Executive discretion, so as to reduce arraignment and trial to a 
mere inquisition of circumstances of excuse and mitigation, or whether a judicial power to try and punish, 
concurrent with the Hxecutive power to judge, summarily upon view, and to punish by removal from 
ollice, be affirmed, are questions which it would be difficult to determine by any lights in the preliminary 
exposition, that has been elicited, of the principles upon which the jurisdiction of this court may attach 
itself to the case. 

Having still to grope my way through a dubious twilight, to a knowledge of what may constitute 
the gist of my offence, and the essence of my accusation, in point both of law and of fact, I must proceed, 
by the help of anticipations and conjectures of the point of attack, to defend myself the best I may on 
every ground. 

Though I had yielded my conviction, with such absolute confidence, to the force and conclusiveness 
of the reasons by which the preliminary exceptions of my counsel to the sufficiency of the second charge 
and its poi ihoatibns: had been sustained, yet I should not have been in the least disconcerted, nor, as I 
imagine, materially curtailed of my defence, if such exception had been overruled by any new and unex- 
pected arguments, which the learning and ability enlisted against me, might have suggested i in answer. 
I should, without regret, have given undispute ‘d sway to the philologic al and legal disquisitions which 
were supposed to have furnished such victorious arguments in support of the charge and specifications 
excepted to. But when I found myself assailed by a species of argumentum ad hominem, digressing into 
circumstances foreign to the point in question; aud proceeding upon the most extraordinary misappre- 
hension of my language and conduct, and of the motives inferred from them, I could not forbear to dis- 
charge myself from the imputations, and to disclaim the inferences that might have resulted from this 
official and recorded misconstruction of my conduct and motives. 

I adhere, with undiminished confidence, to the propositions of law, which have been stated and illus- 
trated by my counsel, to acquit me of any necessity to answer the second charge and its specifications; 
but before I advert to the grounds upon which they are either maintained or contested, I must be per- 
mitted to pass, very briefly, under review, the collateral topics of disparagement, which have been 
brought in aid of the argument against thein. 

Ist. As an evidence of my disposition to raise captious and futile objections, if not of my want of 
candor, it has been stated that I had complained, on the first day of the court, of not having been served 
with a copy of the charges and specifications; and yet, the next day, I produced a copy with which I had 
been regularly served, and which differed from that upon which I had been arraigned only in two letters. 
The fact is well remembered, that I gave as a reason for demanding a fresh copy of the charges and spe- 
cifications, a difference I had discovered between the copy read and that in my possession; and my writ- 
ten explanation the next day, which I hope forms a part of the record, minutely explains the difference 
between the two. Nor is the stated result of the minute calculation, which reduces the variance to a mere 
difference of two letters in the spelling of a word, by any means correct or fair. The variance, (no matter 
of how many /e/ters or words it consisted, ) was in the date of one of my letters, specified as “ insubordinate 
and disrespectful.’ The letters were no otherwise specified or identified than by a naked reference to 
dates; the one copy of the specification gave a letter of one date, the other copy omitted that, and gave a 
letter of another date; and so the variance consisted not in the difference between the spelling of thirtieth 
and thirteenth, but in the entire letter, which constituted one of the documents of the charge: and in one 
sense, may answer to the result of the judge advocate’s calculation of a difference of two letters. But if 
it be true, as has been suggested, that the only office of the court in this trial, is to offer propitiation to 
another authority, by which I stand already condemned, upon the strict law and fact, how hopeless the 
task of exculpation or excuse, if the spirit in which the charges have been instituted, be consentaneous 
with that by which they are prosecuted to judgment. For here I am charged with litigiousness, illibe- 
rality and want of candor, because I had simply pointed out an important defect in the procedure against 
me; all the advantage from which I had voluntarily waived, and had conceded to the prosecution and 
election to adapt either or both of the letters referred to in the two copies of the specification, only 
requiring that the election should then be definitively made. 

2d. I am also represented as having appealed to the judge advocate to withdraw the second charge, 
and even to have followed up that application with some intimation sounding in menace, and it is thought 
necessary gravely to expound the relative powers and duties of the judge advocate, from which any dis- 
cretionary authority to withdraw a charge is excluded. The only circumstance from which I am given to 
understand that this attempt to a from the prosecution, either by the lenity or the fears of those who 
were to uphold it has been inferred, was a simple appeal made by my counsel, purely out of the courtesy 
usual on such occasions to the candor of the judge advocate, as the law adviser of the court, upon the 
validity of the exceptions to the second charge. 

As I, and every person present, with whom I have comparad notes, most distinctly and clearly 
understood the passage of the transaction alluded to; my counsel was insisting upon the right to the 
reply, if, contrary to his expectation, any answer should be offered to the reasons advanced in support of 
his exception to the charge and specifications; and, after explaining that, according to all judicial prac- 
tice, the right of reply lay with that party who had originated the motion, and supported it by an open- 
ing argument, he qualified his application to the court, by saying that he really did not anticipate a 
necessity for any such reply in that instance, as he entertained a very confident hope and expectation, 
that the judge advocate, when he should have deliber ately considered the question, would candidly admit 
the force of the objections, instead of attempting to answer them, and would abandon the charge and 
specifications as untenabie. 

Why such an appeal to the candor of an opponent should be abhorrent to the principles upon which 
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this prosecution is conducted, concerns only him or them to whom the conduct of the prosecution is 
entrusted. I ask no favors, no concession; nothing, in short, but the strictest debt of justice, cast up by 
the hardest reckoning; nor have I ever desired to wrest it from any withholder by other than the moral 
force of law and justice. As to the menace, so strangely surmised, it is said to be inferred from some 
expression in the written argument of my counsel. Whatever be the exceptionable passage in that docu- 
ment, it now stands recorded for the condemnation or acquittal of its author; and dispenses me from any 
explanation, further than that I have looked in vain for the passage from which any mind, not afflicted 
with an extreme susceptibility of offence, could have inferred a menace. Every well-wisher to the credit 
and success of this prosecution must hope, that its character four nerve and determination, should rest 
upon some less equivocal evidence than the power to withstand the instances of this shadowy phantom 
of amenace. As yet, certainly no infirmity of purpose, in the course of the prosecution, has given ground 
for any doubt, either of the active courage or the passive fortitude by which it is upheld; and I shall be 
the last to undervalue the efficacy of the tremendous ordeal to which those high qualities seem to have 
been voluntarily destined, by the manner in which they are exerted upon this occasion. 

3d. I am also charged with having taken refuge under nice cavils of law and grammar; with having 
taken advantage of verbal criticisms and legal technicalities, to escape the legitimate consequences of 
the charge; and with having manifested more dread of punishment, than sensibility to character; as if I 
were willing to go forth acquitted by the judgment of the law, but condemned by the moral sense of 
mankind; unpunished in person, but tarnished in fame. To little purpose, indeed, have I so long lived 
and acted in the public eye, if there exist a man who could, in his heart, entertain the suspicion that I 
could incur any more grievous punishment in this life, than a degraded name, or could aspire to any 
higher reward than a pure conscience and a spotless reputation. But if it were otherwise, and it were 
true, that I could have been reproached with a design to escape investigation, by resting upon my legal 
advantage, it is without precedent, I believe, either in England or in this country, that the law officer of 
the government, charged with the conduct of a public prosecution, should have attempted to affix a 
stigma to the character of the accused as a substitute for legal conviction and punishment; or if there 
be any instance either among the crown lawyers of England, or the law officers of the United States, of 
any such gratuitous infliction upon the feelings of the accused, it has been held up as a beacon to be 
reprobated and avoided, rather than as an example to be followed. The humane dictate of public justice, 
in every such case, is that the law and its ministers either judicially acquit, or judicially condemn without 
qualification; whom the law acquitteth, its ministers presume not to condemn; but for every moral offence, 
without the cognizance of vindicitive justice, the party is remitted to his conscience, and to the bar of 
public opinion. But in this case, my exception to the charge turned upon the utter absence of any impu- 
tation of either legal or moral guilt; and upon the vague and unintelligible phraseology of itS terms; or, 
in so far as any intelligible point of accusation could be deduced from it, that it hinged upon minute and 
frivolous fault-findings, altogether beneath the dignity of judicial animadversion. And now that this 
long rod of investigation has had its full swing; unlimited by time, place, or circumstance; every antici- 
pation of the frivolousness and want of gravity, in the essential matter of the charge, is more than veri- 
fied in the event. 

Before I proceed to discuss the several specifications in their order, I must beg permission to advert 
to some of the points discussed in the argument of the exception taken by my counsel to the second 
charge and its specifications, and which are left in a state nut a little perplexing to me. 

It has been insisted that these exceptions could not be received, as in the nature of a motion to 
quash an indictment or information, but as a demurrer to an indictment, which, if overruled in Jaw, con- 
clusively admits the fact. 

Now how the analogy between these exceptions and a demurrer at common law is to be brought 
about, is, as I apprehend, wholly incomprehensible. No authority, upon the law and practice of courts- 
martial, has the most remote allusion to any such form of pleading, as a demurrer. The only pleas ever 
used, are said to be one of three; namely: the general issue of not guilty; or a former acquittal; or a 
former conviction of the same offence. A technical demurrer, to be followed, if overruled in law, by the 
consequence of an exclusive admission of the fact, is peculiar to the practice of the courts of common 
law; and it is believed has no precedent or analogy in the practice of any other courts, or in the rules of 
any other system of jurisprudence. In the courts of the civil or Roman law, a form of proceeding, giving 
to the party every advantage of a demurrer, was used under the name of exceptions, which were either 
peremptory or declinatory, according as they went to the substance or the form of the action. But if such 
exceptions were overruled, they were never held as admissions of the fact; but the party excepting was 
still permitted to go on to the contestation of suit, which was equivalent to the general issue in courts of 
common law, and then the whole merits were discussed. So the courts of equity, which both in their 
forms of procedure, and principles of jurisprudence, had been modeled more after the civil than the com- 
mon law, adopted the form and the name of the demurrer, discharged of its common law consequence of 
standing as a conclusive admission of the fact, when overruled in point of Jaw; so that under the name 
of a demurrer, the exceptions, peremptory or declinatory, in the courts of civil law, are essentially pre- 
served, and the demurrant is left at large, in his answer upon all matters of fact. Now in courts-martial, 
where demurrers, as a form of pleading, are wholly unknown, it must be extremely difficult to find any 
analogy, which shall answer their legal consequences to eaceptions. So in the published state trials 
before the court of session in Scotland, where the civil law prevails, we find the advocates for the 
panel, or accused, pleading to the libel, before they join issue on the fact; and when their plea to the 
libel, (analogous to the exceptions of the civilians, and to the demurrer of the common lawyers,) is over- 
ruled, they still go on to plead to the fact. That the accused in all courts, and under all systems, should 
have the means and opportunity, in some form, to question the legal sufficiency of the charge itself, is 
indispensable to the due administration of justice; and that in courts-martial, which are supposed by Mr. 
Tytler, to be more analogous in their constitution and forms of procedure, to the courts of the civil than 
of the common law, such exceptions should be admitted upon the terms usually practiced in the great 
majority of judicial tribunals, rather than adopt any narrow, technical, and peculiar practice of one set 
of courts, is but reasonable. Indeed the question of practice should be decided by the fact that a demur- 
rer never has been admitted among the pleas, available in a court-martial. The truth is, that in criminal 
cases the demurrer is entirely disused in the courts of common law, because every advantage of a 
demurrer is then obtained, either by a motion to quash the indictment, or to arrest the judgment, without 
any danger of being concluded to the fact, if found to be mistaken in the Jaw. The exceptions to the 
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legal sufficiency of a charge in a court-martial is more analogous to a motion to quash, than to a demur- 
rer; and in this case it is made expressly and specifically as a motion to quash, It must be a very 
curious process of analogical ratiocination, by which this motion is to be converted into a technieal 
demurrer. It is said that a motion to quash is not entertained where the jurisdiction is for certain grave 
offences, but only when some of the lighter class of offences are charged. The reason given is, not that 
the court has not the same power and jurisdiction to quash in the one case as in the other, but because 
they will not decide grave and weighty questions in that summary way, but will turn the party over to 
his motion in arrest of judgment, when the question can be more fully argued and considered. This is a 
mere notice of practice, founded on the discretion of the court; but before it can operate to convert our 
exceptions into a technical demurrer, several postulates are demanded. 

1. That courts-martial have, in the exercise of a like discretion, distinguished military offences, that are 
too grave for a motion to quash, and which must be reserved for a motion in arrest of judgment, for such 
as are light enough in their character to be more summarily disposed of. 2. That the second charge and 
its specifications do indicate an offence of the graver kind. 3, That if a motion to quash an indictment 
be overruled, because the offence is of too grave a character to be so summarily disposed of, the court 
will, of its own authority, convert the motion to quash into a technical indictment, and hold the party to 
all its consequences. 4. That any process, analogous to a motion in arrest of judgment, can prevail in 
a court-martial. This is plainly incompatible with the constitution and practice of a court-martial, the 
members of which unite in their own persons the character both of judge and juror. The motion here 
spoken of can only prevail in a court where these functions are separate; where the jury first convicts of 
the fact, and a motion of arrest is interposed between the conviction of the jury, and the judgment of the 
court. 

Then it plainly appears, that a demurrer is a plea wholly unknown to the practice of courts-martial; 
and that a motion in arrest of judgment would be absurd and impossible. The right to except, in some 
form, to the legal sufficiency of the charge, is admitted. From all which, it must necessarily follow, that 
preliminary exceptions, in the form pursued by us, or reserved, under protest, to be considered at some 
subsequent stage of the trial, is the only practicable or rational cause. 

I have been the more particular upon this technical point, because I am at a loss to conjecture how 
far the consequences of the doctrine, contended for by the judge advocate, may be pushed to my preju- 
dice; and the talents and learning manifest in his argument, make it unsafe to trust tvo confidently to the 
apparent conclusiveness of his reasoning, without taking some pains to demonstrate its fallacy. Had it 
been true, that I could not except to the daw, without admitting the fact, it might also have been con- 
cluded, that I could not plead to the fact, and proceed to the trial of issue, without admitting the daw. In 
that case, I might have laid myself upen to conviction, upon mere proof of the naked fact, that I had 
written certain letters, or published certain proceedings, though the acts should appear to be ever so 
innocent, and without any consideration, whatever, of the legal effect of such acts. The judge advocate 
seems to admit that, at some stage or other of the trial, I may have the advantage of legal exceptions 
to the charge; but, as he denies that I can have such advantage in the form of preliminary exceptions to 
the charge, but at the peril of being held to a conclusive admission of the fact; and as I know not how 
the matter of the exceptions may be any more regularly taken up, or safely or effectually urged, when 
mixed up with matters of fact, than when separately considered, I have, in this perplexity, thought it 
most safe and expedient to maintain the original ground of exception. 

The more important questions of law, discussed in the argument of the preliminary exceptions to 
the second charge and its specifications, regarded, Ist, the jurisdiction of this court; as to description, 
quality and degree of the offences, cognizable by it; and 2dly, the form of the accusation, as to the 
certainty and precision with which it should bring the offence within the terms of the law, by which it 
was punished; and the amplitude and minuteness with which the facts and circumstances should be 
specified. 

Ist. The proposition that no offence was cognizable by this court, but such as was to be found in 
the class of offences enumerated and described in the naval articles of war, had been shown to be so 
demonstrated in principle, and so clearly illustrated by reason and authority, that, until otherwise 
iustructed by an opposing argument, I had concluded it to be placed beyond the reach of controversy. 
For the proposition itself; and the principles on which it rests, I must refer, with undiminished confidence 
in its irrefragable strength and conclusiveness, to the illustrations that it has already received from the 
preceding discussion of it; and now confine myself to some cursory notice of the more prominent objec- 
tions that have been suggested in the opposing argument of the judge advocate. 

It is said, upon the authority ef a writer frequently qnoted in the course of the discussion, that though 
no crime, which is mentioned and defined in the articles of war, is punishable in any other manner than in 
that specially directed by those articles; yet, it does not follow that there are no crimes punishable by a 
court-martial but such as are enumerated and declared to be punishable by the articles of war; and, that 
there are offences which admit of no precise definition, and yet, in the military profession, are of the most 
serious consequence, as weakening and subverting that principle of honor on which the proper discipline 
of the army must materially depend; that, of these, a court-martial, which is, in the highest sense, a 
court of honor, are themselves appointed the sole judges, or rather the legislators, for it is in their breasts 
to define the crime as well as to award the punishment.* Such phrases are indeed to be found in the pas- 
sages cited from the essay of Mr. Tytler; but they are wholly misapplied when detached from the context 
and propounded as generalized rules of law. As such, it was with the utmost surprise we heard them 
ascribed to the authority of Mr. Tytler’s essay; so utterly inconsistent as they are with the rules so dis- 
tinctly and repeatedly propounded by himself, and by three other authors of equal authority—two British 
and one American. That “the crimes, cognizable by a court-martial, are pointed out by the mutiny act, 
which every man is, or ought to be, acquainted with; that ‘‘martial law is laid down in so plain and 
simple a manner, that every military man is, or ought to be, acquainted with what are thereby deemed 
crimes;” that “in the accusation or charge the offence must be set out with certainty and precision, so 
as to bring it clearly and unequivocally within the terms of the law or articles of war, by which it is made 
punishable ;” are the terms of the rule, as cited from Mr. Tytler, and the three other authorities, who have 
all enumerated it with undeviating unanimity.¢ These wholesome and necessary rules are particularly 





* Tyt. Military Law, 107, 8, 9. 
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illustrated and enforced, both by Mr. Tytler himself and by General Macomb, who respectively assign the 
reasons why it is not necessary, in the body of the charge, to refer to the particular article of war sup- 
posed to be violated; which is that “ the specification of the criminal act itself is sufficient intimation to 
the prisoner of the law by which it is punished; and the prisoner may always dispute the relevancy of the 
charge, and call upon the prosecutor to show in what respect it falls under the prohibition of the law.” 
Well might it have been presumed, therefore, that the text of Mr. Tytler had been wrested from its proper 
connection and subject, by which the limitations and the application of the passages quoted, would have 
been determined, when he is represented as ascribing this unlimited jurisdiction to courts-martial, of 
defining, at pleasure, what acts shall be added to the enumerated list of offences, punishable under the 
articles of war, and of legislating on the important subject of crimes and punishments. Accordingly, 
upon reference to the context, we find the whole clearly and rationally explained. In the first passage, 
which admits the existence of military ‘‘crimes punishable by a court-martial, and not enumerated and 
declared to be punishable by the articles of war,” reference is expressly had to the peculiar power grant- 
ed to the crown by the mutiny act, to make and issue regulations for the army, independent of the estab- 
lished articles of war, and having all the binding force and effect of military law, with certain limitations, 
as to.the extent of the punishment, that may be inflicted under such regulations. The same matter is 
more fully and clearly explained by Mr. McArthur, who, in his treatise, takes a comparative view of mili- 
tary law, as applied to both the military and naval establishments of Britain. He shows that, while the 
naval articles of war have been established by successive acts of parliament, from the reign of Charles 
II to that of George III, and have been digested with unusual care and system, while they are irre- 
pealable and unalterable but by the authority of parliament, and enumerate and define all offences cogniz- 
able under them, with the appropriate punishments annexed to them; there is this curious anomaly in 
respect to the army, which is governed by the articles of war, not instituted by any act of parliament, 
but at the discretion of the crown, and repealable or alterable at the pleasure of the crown; besides the 
general power of the crown to superadd the penal regulations, past mentioned. In this respect, the author 
very justly expatiates upon the advantage which the seamen in the British service have over their breth- 
ren in the land service.* 

The second passage cited from Mr. Tytler’s essay (p. 109) to prove the legislative power of 
courts-martial, as courts of honor, to define the crime and award the punishment, is equally misapplied 
to the present argument; and such misapplication is clear from the context, though even, as_ it 
stands so connected, its accuracy and precision cannot be entirely defended. He refers these terms 
expressly to some peculiar and special provisions, found both in the military and naval codes of Britain, 
but not in our own naval code. The author by no means intends it as the enunciation of a general 
rule or maxim of military law; but as the result of special enactments, which, it may be remarked, fall 
somewhat short of the sweeping effect which he ascribes to them. The particular provisions to which he 
refers, are, lst, the article of war, which punishes commissioned officers, convicted of behaving in a scan- 
dalous, infamous manner, such as is unbecoming the character of an officer and a gentleman; 2dly, the 
23d section of the mutiny act, making it “lawful for courts-martial to inflict corporal punishment, not 
extending to life or limb, on any soldier, for immoralities, misbehavior, or neglect of duty.” ‘The same pro- 
visions are commented on by McArthur, who, with more accuracy and precision, both of conception and 
language, explains them as giving to courts-martial a wide discretion, not to define by a legislative act 
new offences, but to discriminate shades of guilt; and, as it relates to the article by which scandalous and 
infamous behavior in a commissioned officer is punished, it is further explained that the court should dis- 
criminate between such actions as come up to that standard of moral turpitude, and such as, however 
improper and blamable, fall below it: being cognizable by a court-martial in the one case, and not in the 
otherf—so, in the exceptions taken by my counsel to this charge and its specifications, and in the reasons 
advanced in support of then, a very considerable discretion, resulting from the vagueness and generality 
of the terms in which certain military offences were described by the articles of war, and from the power 
to inflict optional punishments, was conceded to courts-martial. But it was explained to be a sound dis- 
cretion, instructed by the law, and operating through the law, and essentially different from a legislative 
power to punish offences not classed and specified by the articles of war. For instance, if an officer be 
charged with contempt or disrespect, or with contemptuous or disrespectful words, or with scandalous, 
infamous behavior, or with conduct unbecoming an officer, &c., the court must exercise a sound discretion 
in discriminating the moral and legal character of the particular acts charged and proved as coming under 
any of these denominations. It is, nevertheless, absolutely bound by the legal definition of the offence, 
however general; and, before conviction or punishment could follow, it must judicially determine the acts 
or words to be contemptuous, or disrespectful, or scandalous and infamous, or unbecoming an officer, &c., 
and that upon no inferior species of immorality could it judicially animadvert. So that, in effect, the 
court was exercising the ordinary function of expounding the true intent and operation of a statute from 
general or doubtful terms—a function only rendered so much the more difficult and perplexing, as the 
terms were vague or doubtful; and, though the acts that constitute the offence were not defined by the 
law, yet the offence, as a species, was defined, and the court was bound by that definition. It was also 
admitted that, in so far as the general heads of offence, laid down in the articles of war, embraced aggra- 
vated, though undefined, misconduct, or immoralities, the court, in the exercise of that sound discretion 
by which the moral character of actions was to be determined, might be viewed as, in some sort, a court 
of honor, because the actions to be animadverted on were to be judged by rules of honor, and not by strict 
legal definitions; but, in so judging them, the court was bound by the law to take cognizance only of such 
improprieties as amounted to the degree of moral turpitude required by the law. The court, it is certain, 
had the power to adjudge anything scandalous and infamous; but then, its solemn judgment must be, and 
that upon the responsibility of ‘ts judicial character and oath, that the act was scandalous, infamous, &c. 
If any inferior degree, or higher shade, of misconduct or immorality, should be so determined, it must rest 
upon the conscience of the court as a misjudgment and an abuse of the law. In short, the law had, in 
general terms, defined the species, the quality and degree, of the offence, and it was the duty of the court, 
before it condemned or punished, to see that the facts came up to the legal definition, ample as was the 
field of judgment and discretion, in respect of the infinite variety of actions, and the nice and diversified 








* Vide McArthur, vol. 1, chap. 2, s. 3, 4, 5, 6, p. 20, 22, 23 and 25; and ch. 4, s. 1, p. 40-1-2. 
t Vide McArthur, v. 1, ch. 4, 8. 1, p. 42; andv. 2, ch. 8,3. 9, p. 297. 
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shades of their moral character, which might be embraced in the general terms of the definition. It has 
been remarked, that the only part of our naval code from which this function of a court of honor can be 
in any sense, inferred, is the third naval article of war, which, after enumerating, among the heads of 
offence punishable by it, oppression, cruelty, fraud, &c., ends with the sweeping clause of “any other 
scandalous conduct, tending to the destruction of good morals.”* The more vague and general description 
of “immoralities, misbehavior, or neglect of duty,’ punishable in a soldier, under the mutiny act of 
Britain; or of ‘conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman,” punishable under the military articles 
of war, in this country, are wholly omitted in our naval code; nor is there to be found in it any such 
article as “scandalous, infamous behavior, unbecoming the character of an officer and gentleman,” which 
is common both to the military and naval codes of Britain; but this third article of our naval code ig 
nearly modeled after the second article in that of Britain.f Upon the principles already laid down, it was 
conceived to be clear that this court, as a court of honor, judging the moral character of actions under 
this article, could take no cognizance of any that fell short of the aggravated degree of misconduct sup- 
posed by the article; namely, ‘‘scandalous conduct, tending to the destruction of good morals,” and at 
least of as grave import as the preceding enumeration of “oppression, cruelty, fraud, &c.” But it has 
been asked by my counsel, and I ask again, what is there in the charge, or in any one of the 
specifications, that imputes, either directly or by inference, any act within the jurisdiction of a 
court of honor, or which may not, and ought not to be the subject of special enactment, if it 
be thought that sound policy and the good of the service, required that they should be brought 
under the judicial cognizance of a court-martial? This question was put in reference to the terms 
of the accusation; I now put it in reference to the proofs; and challenge the severest test for every 
word and deed which the minute industry of the prosecution, stimulated by provocations, real or supposed, 
has been able to call up against me. Whatever errors, or inadvertencies, or indiscretions, it may please 
them to impute to me, let any one word or deed be pointed out, as approaching in the remotest degree to 
the character of scandalous conduct; or, as in any other sense, soliciting the animadversion of a court of 
honor. 1 understand, this legislative power, over the subject of military crimes and punishments, to be 
claimed for the court, not only in its imputed capacity of a court of honor, but in right of a general juris- 
diction extending to every sort of transgression, which, according to sound and discreet views of policy 
and expediency, ought to be repressed as tending, immediately or remotely, to the relaxation of discipline, 
and which the good of the service requires to be punished as military offences. I shall not stop to dilate 
upon the nature or consequences of a doctrine so abhorrent to the first principles of civil and military 
polity: these topics have been amply treated, by my counsel, in reference to military, as distinguished 
from civil life. I shall, therefore, confine myself to a brief notice of the single authority, upon which 
this most extraordinary doctrine, has been advanced; namely, the 32d of our naval articles of war, 
declaring that “all crimes committed by persons belonging to the navy, which are not specified in the 
foregoing articles, shall be punished according to the laws and customs in such cases, at sea.’ This article 
is copied with slight variations of phrase, from the 36th of the British naval articles; which, in the 
concluding member of the sentence, speaks of the laws and customs used at sea.t I wonder it had not 
struck the acute and discriminating mind of the judge advocate, how unlikely it was, that this article 
could have any relation to the powers or jurisdictions of courts-martial, since all the authors who have, 
with more or less of labor and minuteness, treated of the law and practice of such courts, or of military 
law in general, have preserved an absolute silence on the effect of this article. From that circumstance, 
connected with the very unusual and almost singular omission in the body of the article, of any reference 
to a court-martial, the inference should have been quite obvious that it alluded to a class of offences, and 
to set off “laws and customs,”’ not within the ordinary cognizance of a court-martial: and in fact it has 
always been understood, as referring to certain recognized laws and customs, necessary for the minuter 
departments of police and discipline at sea, and having no necessary connection with the enumerated and 
defined subjects that come under the regular cognizance of courts-martial. The history and practice of 
courts-martial, both in Britain and in this country, may, it is believed, be examined in vain for a single 
instance of any charge being exhibited or tried, under that article. But if it were otherwise, what argu- 
ment does the article furnish in support of the proposition which it is cited to prove; namely, that the 
court may assume the function, both of legislators and judges? The article gives the court no power to 
define or to decide what acts shall be held to be criminal under it, but on the contrary, refers to known 
and established rules by which the same are already supposed to be defined and determined, namely, ‘‘ the 
laws and customs used at sea.” These may be unwritten laws, a sort of common law of the navy, contra- 
distinguished from its statute law, as comprised in the naval articles of war, but they are nevertheless 
supposed to be fixed, known and obligatory, and this court if it have any jurisdiction of them, can act 
upon no case that is not shown to have been already constituted an offence by these laws and customs; 
they must be proved and ascertained, or known to the breasts of the court, as establishing the criminal 
character of the act charged, and the nature and degree of the punishment incurred by it. Besides, what 
can the laws and customs used at sea possibly have to do with any matter either set forth or proved under 
the second charge and its specifications, which relate exclusively to transactions on shore, in the heart of 
the country and not in the execution or routine of any naval duty or service whatever? If these laws and 
customs be known to the judge advocate or to the court, let them be expounded and applied to the terms 
of the charge and specifications, or to the facts proved: if unknown, let old and experienced commanders 
versed in the traditionary lore of marine law be examined, to identify and explain them. They must be 
known before any act can be punished as an offence against them. In the absence of such knowledge, 
they cannot be supplied by any discretion, judicial or legislative in this court. The judge advocate has 
referred to the common law as defining and punishing murder and other crimes, without the help of statute 
law, and certainly it never entered into the conception, either of my counsel or myself, that any objection 
or argument which had been urged on my part, rested on any distinction of the form of the law by which 
the offence was supposed to have been created and punished, nor is it quite obvious what argument the 
punishment of offences at common law may furnish for the assumption of a legislative discretion, by a 
court-martial, to punish anything as a crime which may appear to be mischievous or dangerous to the 
service, from any analogy to the jurisdiction of the common law courts. The analogy is wholly against 
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the argument, for the common law is just as positive, limited, and fixed a rule of action, as the statute 
law, and the very fact of the coexistence of the two, proves that the courts arrogate no extension of 
jurisdiction bordering on legislative discretion, from the unwritten or prescriptive authority of the com- 
mon law, but on the contrary, when the public good requires any innovation on the established and 
defined boundaries of the common law, or any extension or modification of its terms, a recourse to the 
legislature to supply its defects by statutory enactment becomes necessary. Then if there be a common 
law of the navy, implied by these laws and customs used at sea, let it be exemplified and applied to my 
case with the same certainty and precision as the common law to murder or other offences defined and 
punished by it. 

2d. The question on the form of the accusation was supposed to have been settled by a concurrence 
of so many and such pointed authorities, all coinciding with the plainest dictates of justice, and with the 
most indispensable safeguards of individual righ+ and security, as to leave little or nothing to be said on 
the subject. There seemed to be little occasion, either in the general principles propounded, or in their 
application to the present case, for any strictures upon the mischievous consequences of permitting an 
evasion of justice, by means of nice and technical objections to form, or of captious verbal criticism, 
It would have been more to the point to have shown how the objections urged on my behalf, were too 
nice or technical, or required more than was necessary or usual to the wholesome forms of judicial pro- 
cedure; and how the exceptions to the precision, or legal or grammatical accuracy of the terms in which 
the offence was described, and the facts specified were too nice and technical; or how they descended to 
the captiousness of verbal criticism without affecting the substantial sense and meaning of the charge. 
It has been thought to be as obvious to the philosophical as to the professional and practical observer, 
upon the principles of a regular and discreet jurisprudence, that it was far more just and safe to compel 
ministers of the law to care and precision in the forms of procedure, than to set them loose from every 
wholesome restraint. The necessity and value of these landmarks to human rights are enforced, no less 
by the rules of criminal judicature in military than in civil tribunals: the theory in both is precisely the 
same, and the practice assimilated by the closest analogy. One of the most celebrated and useful of the 
authors who have treated of the law and practice of courts-martial, has not failed to insist upon the com- 
parative mischiefs arising from a disregard of, or a strict adherence to established forms; and to demon- 
strate the wide-spread and incalculable evils resulting from the one, and the very partial and occasional 
inconveniences from the other.* This is followed by the distinct enumeration and clear definition of all 
those reasonable and proper rules, by which the form of accusations exhibited before courts-martial is 
determined; and which are so repeatedly insisted on, and strenuously recommended by the same author, 
and numerous other authorities cited in the course of the former discussion. The summary of these 
rules, as given upon that occasion, and amply supported by reason and authority, says, “the offence 
must be set out in such terms as bring it clearly and unequivocally within the law, or articles of war, 
by which it is made punishable, so that there shall appear a certainty of an offence in the charge; and, in 
some instances, it must be charged in the very words of the article or statute supposed to be violated, 
and all the circumstances of the time, place, and manner of the acts charged, must be minutely described 
in the specifications; and the more vague and general the article of war by which the offence is described 
and punished, so much the more particular and minute must be the specification. An indictment or 
criminal information in the courts of common law, or, as some prefer, a libel in the courts of the civil 
law is referred to as the lowest admissible standard of the certainty, precision, and particularity required 
in an accusation before a court-martial.”f By all this, it is by no means to be understood that the mere 
solemnities and technical forms of such pleadings are requisite; but those substantial parts that go to 
inform the party accused circumstantially and certainly, of what it is that he is called to answer. Upon 
a comparison of these prescribed requisites of a valid accusation, with the actual charge and specifica- 
tions in question, the utter failure of the latter under the test was obvious and palpable. 

But there were not wanting expedients to evade the force of an objection, unanswerable, as I 
think, in its terms. But the generality of the charge, (it was said on the authority of Mr. Tytler,) 
although it may not be absolutely reprobated by the military law, or amount to avoidance or 
apnulling of the indictment, affording, in every case, a competent and weighty objection upon the 
part of the prisoner, which he may urge, to the effect of having the charge rendered special, by a 
pointed detail from the prosecution of the particular facts on which it is founded; and this requisi- 
tion by the prisoner, which is founded in material practice, no court-martial can legally refuse; ‘‘ {the 
hypothetical and qualified terms which thus indicate a process for botching the defects in the origi- 
nal frame of the charge, are assumed as absolute; and as ruling that such defect” is not absolutely 
reprobated by the military law, and does not amount to a voidance or annulling of the indictment; ‘“ that 
a more precise and special statement of the matter of the charge is merely recommended as of favor, not 
required as of indispensable obligation, and it is concluded that the proper time and mode for me to have 
taken advantage of the objection, was before I had pleaded, and then to have called on the judge advo- 
cate for the pointed detail of particular facts on which the charge was founded” a ‘‘requisition (it seems) 
founded in material justice, and which no court-martial can legally refuse.” Be it so; but it has entirely 
escaped observation that this remedy applies to only half my objection; that it is limited in terms to the 
generality of the charge and specifications; and has nothing to do with so much of the objection as turns 
upon the inaccurate, confused, and absolutely unmeaning terms in which the charge itself is couched. 
An indictment or other form of accusation may be extremely objectionable for its generality, while its 
meaning may be manifested by language quite grammatical, clear and intelligible. “It is also some- 
what perplexing to comprehend why the court-martial cannot legally refuse the requisition for this ”’ 
pointed detail of particular facts; if there be legal obligation on the prosecutor to ‘ prevent the objection,” 
and the consequent necessity fer such a requisition, by avoiding the original fault that is to produce them. 

It might further be asked, upon what authority this requisition is restricted to the time of arrange- 
ment before plea; especially a plea admitted under a protest, reserving the identical exception; and why 
the evident defects of the charge and specifications, have not, when so repeatedly complained of, been 
amended; as might have been done with a tithe of the pains and labor bestowed upon the justification of 
them? 





* 2 McArth., p. 11. 
t The authorities formerly cited, Adye, p. 127-8; Tytler, p. 206-13; 2 McArthur, p. 6-12; Mac., p. 61-8. 


t Tytler, ch. 5, 8. 1, p. 213-14, 
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But this mode of evading the force of the objection, by proposing a succedaneum, was anticipated 
and effectually obviated, in the preliminary argument by which the objections were maintained. It was 
shown that the rule did not rest upon the general law and practice of courts-martial only, cogent and 
conclusive as were the authorities by which such law and practice had been ascertained; but that it had 
been incorporated and consolidated with the mass of our naval articles of war, and so had acquired all 
the foree and authority of positive enactment. For this the 38th article was referred to, which expressly 
requires that “the person accused be furnished with a true copy of the charges, with the specifications, 
at the time he is put under arrest,” and makes them afterwards unalterable but upon certain extraordi- 
nary contingencies, specially stated in the body of the article.* Now as the full import and meaning 
of the term specifications, had been determined by the precedent law and practice of courts-martial, it 
must be held to have been adopted by Congress according to its technical import; and to have had pre- 
cisely the same effect, as if Congress had descended to more minue legislation; and had in terms, re- 
quired all the “ pointed detail of particular facts,’ which it seems a court-martial could not have legally 
refused to enforce, when properly required. Mr. Tytler, in the very passage which is relied upon as con- 
ceding the practice of amending the charge after the court has assembled for the trial of it, clearly 
excepts charges under a particular article of war, in which it was thought just, on account of the gene- 
rality of its terms expressly to require specifications: and he very hesitatingly yields to the inference, that 
because they are not expressly required under the other articles, the omission is not fatal and incurable 
under any other; ‘may not amount to a voidance or annulling of the indictment.” Indeed the practice 
of aliering the charge after the court has assembled, is directly contrary to the general rule stated by all 
the authorities before cited; and the few precedents that have formed exceptions to it, are stated as very 
questionable in principle. 

The answer offered to this argument is curious. It is said that this statutory rule, requiring speci- 
fications, and forbidding a subsequent alteration of the charge was introduced for the benefit and advan- 
tage of the person accused, who is always competent to renounce it; and if he desires more minute 
sp: cifications, he must renounce the rule and permit the amendment. So a rule introduced for the benefit 
of the person accused, and of imperative obligation upon the prosecutor, is violated to the disadvantage 
and injury of the person accused; but he cannot except to such dlega! violation of the rule, unless he 
agrees to purge his adversary’s fault, by renouncing the very right that has been invaded. If this be 
not a virtual repeal of the law, why, the chasm in the chain of cause and effect is utterly imperceptible 
to my common sense. 

The rationale of this rule, and its highly beneficial character, were illustrated by the citation of 
another, vouched by the same authorities, and designed for the same beneficial end, namely: that which 
required that the person accused, should be furnished with a list of the witnesses to be adduced against 
him, together with a copy of the charge, in order to enable him not only to make the best preparation to 
meet the facts to be adduced against him, but also to invalidate the testimony of the witnesses, if prac- 
ticable. The concurring authority of the four authors already cited, is unceremoniously set aside by 
some posthumous notes of the late judge advocate general of England, introduced into the preface to the 
last edition of Mr. Tytler’s essay. But a more careful examination of these notes will show that the rule 
is not denied as one of general, but of universal application, and that nothing more than its relaxation in 
certain excepted cases, is insisted on. 

But against all the force of general learning and authority, confirmed by statutory enactment, numer- 
ous examples of the actual form of charges and specifications, tried before our courts-martial, have been 
industriously collected. And for what purpose? Is it imagined that any positive number of bad pre- 
cedents, silently creeping into practice, and never having received the sanction of a judicial confirmation, 
-an be competent to overrule a rule, a law so positive and so authentically vouched? The authors who 
have laid down the rule and illustrated its utility and necessity, all advert to certain partial violations of 
it, which are not cited as precedents, but as examples of irregular practice to be avoided. It is true that 
the precedents collegted by the judge advocate, seem, for the most part, to be extremely defective in 
minuteness and precision of specification; but by how many degrees do they excel the present charge in 
legal precision and propriety of phrase. There is scarce one of them but charges in direct terms some 
heinous offence; scandalous falsehood; forged letters; malicious, false, and scandalous libels, &c., &e. 
But, whatever be the character of these precedents, they cannot be opposed to a well-defined and posi- 
tive rule of law, but may only serve to illustrate the necessity of enforcing it. 

The argument of inconvenience is called in aid, and voluminous documents with which upon our 
plan it would have been necessary to stuff the specifications are insisted on, as if so necessary and bene- 
ficial a rule of law were to give way in order to save the prosecutor the trouble of writing. But this 
objection is merely fanciful, It was only necessary to have specified the passages in the letters and 
other papers complained of as disrespectful or untrue, with the same particularity and conciseness as in 
an indictment or declaration for a libel. 

These exceptions were, in the first instance, urged on my part under a firm conviction that they were 
unanswerable; having embarked in them, their importance required that they should be sustained. I 
have felt no other solicitude, as they relate to my own particular case, but to avoid being unwarily 
entrapped by vague and ambiguous phrases into such a dilemma as that the court should feel itself com- 
pelled to find the fact against me of writing or publishing what I never denied, without the necessity of 
imputing to it any specific degree of legal or moral impropriety. 

I shall now proceed to a cursory and brief consideration of the charge and specifications in their 
order, as connected with the evidence. 

Charge 2. The analysis that has already been made of the terms of this charge, and the manifest 
failure of every attempt to expound from them any intelligible meaning, far less a precise charge of any 
specific act, punishable under the naval articles of war, may dispense me from any other notice of it 
than a few explanatory remarks. When exception was taken to the new-coined or new-compounded 
adjective, “insubordinate,” nothing was less intended than nice verbal criticism; and after all that has 
been said, the practice of so characterizing the criticisms upon the present application of the terms is not 
perceived. Nor was there any idea of denying absolutely the propriety on proper occasions, and with 
the necessary skill of introducing words with new forms of Composition; or with any other impress of a 
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new coinage. The lawfulness of such coinage, and the rules by which it should be governed, have been 
too long established by a celebrated production of a witty and poetical critic of antiquity to be now 
questioned: though it must be confessed that the dry and solemn details of an indictment or criminal 
charge do not furnish the happiest occasion, or the most legitimate subject for such adventurous essays. 
Neither the propriety in general of the arbitrary composition of a noun with a privative particle, when 
the writer desired to express some quality of contrariety to the primitive noun, nor the callida punctura 
of insubordinate, when applied to the same philosophical ideas as the primitive adjective, was called in 
question. The gist of the objection was that subordinate had never acquired by well established use, 
nor even by any use, popular or technical, any meaning different from that affixed to it in philosophical 
and literary language: that such meaning was utterly unappropriate and incompetent to denote the pre- 
sence of any military or other virtue in an individual: consequently, the new and arbitrary composition 
of the word with the privative particle, (unknown to any vocabulary of the language, and without any 
fixed or known meaning beyond the mere contrariety of its primitive) was equally unappropriate, and 
incompetent to express the presence of any military or other vice or crime in an individual. What con- 
nection this may have with the speculative and impracticable notion, censured by Professor Stewart, of 
cramping and impoverishing written and oral language, by repudiating every signification not deducible 
from the radical or primitive sense of words, as species of the same genus, is not so obvious. A conjec- 
ture was indulged that ‘ insubordinate conduct” might possibly have been intended as a paraphrase of 
another term, which was likewise to be formed by the composition of a noun with a privative particle, 
and that was insubordination; and no other appropriate or intelligible meaning could be inferred from the 
application of that term to the matter of the charge but disobedience of orders, which made it identical 
with the first charge, and stripped it of all relation to and support from the specifications annexed to it. 
The judge advocate has seized upon the identity of ‘“ insubordinate conduct,” and “insubordination,” 
but by what analogy is not explained. The substantive subordination is admitted to have acquired a 
more extended meaning ‘in military language, than in philosophical language, or literary composition, 
and one very remotely if at all deducible from its radical or primitive sense, while the adjective “ subordi- 
nate” is invariably used in military language, as in all admissible usage, with the strictest analogy to 
its radical sense; and therefore the adjective, whether simple or compounded, being so confined to its 
radical sense, cannot be made to denote the new and extended signification of the substantive, either in 
its simple or compounded form. Numerous authorities are cited to prove that subordination is established 
by general and approved usage, as applied both to military individuals and to military bodies collectively: 
and some authorities for insubordination applied to military bodies collectively; and the great aim of all 
this learned and laborious research is to prove that subordination has other significations, in relation to 
military matters, than mere obedience to orders. Doubtless it is used in a variety of senses in reference 
to military matters. When applied to collective bodies, it indicates the regular series and gradation of 
ranks, and the principle of cohesion and organization that preserves them in their order. In that sense 
it is opposed to anarchy or disorganization, and in that sense it is utterly unappropriate and incompetent, 
either simple or compounded, to denote the presence or absence of any military crime or offence in an 
individual. The only possible application of it that can express such an idea is to an individual of a 
military body, and the only quality it can predicate of him, at all to the purpose of the present charge, 
is obedience or disobedience of orders. 

The judge advocate rejects this signification, as reducing the two charges to a state of absolute 
identity of meaning and effect; and yet, after all the long and devious huntings after a meaning, no 
precise or definite one, different from this, is suggested. The argument in support of the charge, highly 
creditable as it is in other respects to the learning and ingenuity of its author, is just as void of precision 
and of specific intent in its conclusions, as the charge itself. 

I submit it, without further remark, to the judgment of the court, whether the second charge be not 
so indefinite and so incapable of any appropriate meaning from which a criminal offence may be inferred, 
as to strip it of all eflicacy as a charge under which any judicial trial may be had. The charge falling, 
every specification depending on it falls with it, asof course. I desire, nevertheless, to be indulged with 
a few remarks upon the merits of each of the specifications. 


Specification first. If the strictures upon the terms of the charge itself be at all founded, this specifi- 
cation must be clearly untenable; while, on the other hand, a successful argument in support of the 
general charge would not help the specification. For, after it shall be made to appear that “insubordi- 
nate conduct,’ predicated of a moral agent, is equivalent to ‘“ insubordination,” and so denotes some 
military offence in such agent, it must still remain an enigma what ‘‘insubordinate character” means 
when predicated of a letter. The moral agent may commit a breach of subordination by writing a letter 
when forbidden, or not writing when commanded; but what positive quality of subordination or insubor- 
dination may inhere in the letter itself, is the mystery. 

The “insubordinate character ” charged upon these letters is altogether unintelligible and absurd; 
their ‘disrespectful character” too vague and uncertain to produce any legal consequences. Disrespect, 
in any form of words, written or oral, is not recognized as a species of offence in the naval, as it is in the 
military, articles of war. If the latter, it was defined and limited by a specific enumeration of the 
personages to whom the offence might be offered; and from that enumeration the Secretary of War is 
excluded; and there could be no possible reason why the feelings of the one Secretary should be held 
any more sacred and inviolate than the other; still less that the naval articles should have interpolated 
in them a new and fanciful species of offence, merely for the sake of placing the one of these officers 
upon a footing of pre-eminence ever the other. The naval articles punished contempt to a superior officer 
while in the exercise of the duties of his office; no species of disrespect short of contempt, so manifested, 
could be punishable under these articles. Contempt, so manifested, implied something more than mere 
words; it implied either acts or words attended by the practical consequence of impeding or insulting a 
superior officer in the very act of discharging his duty; it stood next in degree to mutinous words. 
What should constitute disrespect, either in a verbal or written communication, is altogether arbitrary, 
depending upon etiquette in many instances, and upon certain minute observances wholly beneath the 
gravity of judicial notice. What might be entirely unexceptionable on one occasion, might be highly 
disrespectful on another. Besides, the Secretary of the Navy, if he be intended as the person to whom 
these letters were disrespectful, does not stand in the relation of superior officer contempleted by the 
naval articles of war, which evidently refer to the gradations and relations of mere military rank. The 
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Secretary of the Navy is exclusively a civil officer, without military rank, or other connection with it than 
as the organ of communication between the Executive and the officers of the navy. 

But, after all, what is there disrespect/ul to anybody in these letters? They complain of real or 
supposed grievances. They freely remonstrate, it is true; and when officers of the navy or army may not 
do that with impunity they must be abject indeed, if not debased. The military articles of war expressly 
authorize the appeal of the meanest soldier, and so through all the gradations of military rank, when he 
thinks himself wronged. Then any officer or soldier of the army may complain of wrong from his imme- 
diate superior, without offence; and what shall restrain an officer of the navy from complaining and 
remonstrating against alleged injustice? The question is not now triable by this court, whether I were 
well grounded in my complaint, but whether it were urged in indecent or abusive language. 

The examples of free and uncensured complaint and remonstrance from military men to or against 
their superiors, are numerous in the services of this country and of Europe. If I were called upon to 
explain or justify the tone of complaint indicated by the correspondence now produced, [ should be at 
no loss to specify such reasons as, upon the coolest reflection, 1 still think well founded. 

The manner of my recall, so incommensurate, as I then knew, and as I still know, with the merits 
of my conduct, which, if it had been as well understood then as it must be now, I do verily believe would 
have been applauded, instead of being censured; the inequality between the treatment I received and 
that extended to others, under like circumstances; the continuing to hold me up, without investigation, 
and for so long a time after I tendered myself prepared for the investigation, were all circumstances that 
bore hard upon my thoughts. 

The contrast in the triumphant and magnanimous support of General Jackson against the heaviest 
and most menacing cloud of discontent, and in the delicate treatment of Captain Cassin (as explained in 
the order from the Navy Department to me, of the 9th April, 1823), who had the option to come home to 
explain his conduct, or to transmit a written explanation against grievous complaints (severe and unjust 
as they were) of the Spanish minister, all conspired to convince me that I had in some way forfeited the 
favor of the administration. Nor did the administration appear so instantly and spontaneously struck 
with the enormity of my transgression at Foxardo as to account for my severe treatment; for my official 
report of the transaction lay for more than three weeks unnoticed in the Department, and my letter of 
recall bears date on the very day (December 27, 1824) that the inquiry concerning the affair was moved 
in Congress. Besides, the Secretary’s leiter to me (April 20, 1825) seems willing to ease off the weight 
of the blow, by mixing up other causes for my recall. I had, it is true, intimated a conditional wish to 
be relieved from the command, but I could never have inferred from the tenor of my letter of recall, that 
it was in any degree caused by such intimation. 

I take this occasion to say, that I should despise myself if I were capable of insult or rudeness to a 
gentleman to whom I stood in my then or present relations to the President, and to the Secretary of the 
Navy. I should hold it as unmanly to stand mute and awe-struck, when I conceive myself justly 
entitled to complain. If any passage of my letters could reasonably have borne such a construction, I 
should have been grieved, and would unhesitatingly have disclaimed the inference. 


Specification second. What law or what usage prohibits a public report of the proceeding of any 
court, after the judicial function on that subject had been exeeuted and the court dissolved? ‘The only 
possible mode in which an offence can be committed by the publication, in detail, of judicial proceedings, 
is whilst they are pending, and may Le prejudiced by the publication; and in that case the character and 
degree of the offence is a contempt of court, punishable as a contempt by the identical tribunal whose 
authority is insulted, and punishable in no other way. The proceedings of the court were necessarily 
public, but it is allowed that the printing of detailed statements of them, pending the trial, is improper, 
because it operates practical mischief on that identical proceeding. But when the trial is finished the 
mischief ceases, and upon the dissolution of the court, the only authority that could have taken cogni- 
zance of the offence, had ceased. 


Specification third. This specification, in so far as it charges simple inaccuracies in my state- 
ment of the proceedings of the court of inquiry, is frivolous in its terms, and it turns out to be still 
more so in the proof. For, if every variance between the printed report and the record could justly be 
charged as the mistakes of the former, they were wholly immaterial, and it is too faverable a represen- 
tation of them to say they were inerely verbal, for they even descended into the minutiee of punctuation 
and orthography, and even of emphasis, if such may be understood by the term of italicising. The only 
circumstances that could have given any legal or moral effect to this specification, would have been to 
charge substantial errors in the printed report, materially varying the sense, and to have charged them 
as proceeding from a corrupt and malicions motive; but the variances are not proved to have been 
chargeable to any mistake of mine or my clerks. In the original record, in more than a dozen instances, 
where erasures appear and words are interlined or added, in a different handwriting from the body of 
the record, clearly showing alterations to have been made on its face, after it had been fairly transcribed 
from the original minutes of the judge advocate, my copy reads to the greatest exactness with a fair 
transcript, before it was altered, retaining all the passages erased, and omitting all those interlined or 
added, Then there are two evidences in favor of the original correctness of my copy, viz: the clerk who 
originally transcribed from the judge advocate’s minutes, and the clerk who copied for me; from which it 
clearly appears that these differences were produced, not by the error of my copying clerk, but by altera- 
tions of the minutes or record, after my copy had been given out. I presume the judge advocate had a 
right to make these alterations, and I complain not of them, but I do complain of their being made the 
ground of a serious charge of incorrectness in my publication. The record contains other circumstantial 
evidence, most convincing to the same point; but I forbear to enter into further details. One of the 
most important differences between the two copies consists of an amendment of the original minutes 
ordered by the court itself, which amendment I inserted in its proper place, and crased the erroneous 
entry which that amendment should have supplied. Whereas the judge advocate left the original minute 
to stand as erroneously entered, and entered a minute of the amendment in another place. As to such 
documents and proceedings as are charged to have been omitted, I accounted for the omission on the face 
of the publication, by stating I had applied for them but could not obtain them. As to the transposition 
of the documents, that is explained to mean an inversion of the order in which they had been originally 
placed and numbered, and needs no remark, as it stands on a level with their errors in grammar, ortho- 
graphy, punctuation, emphasis, &c. 
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Specification fourth. What is unwarranted by fact, or what disrespectful to the Secretary of the 
Navy, or the court of inquiry, in any of the remarks, statements, or insinuations here complained of, has 
never, to this day, been explained. That complaints are made to the Secretary of the Navy, of acts to 
which he was the organ, is true; that certain proceedings of the court of inquiry are remarked upon, and 
freely criticised, but in terms wholly unexceptionable. I have not assailed their motives, nor their 
understandings, but have endeavored to demonstrate certain errors in judgment, that bore hardly, as I 
conceived, upon my particular case. What may be the standard of the deference and respect due from a 
military or naval officer to a military or naval court of inquiry, I know not, But this I know, that 
complaint and remonstrance from persons far more delicately situated towards the persons addressed, 
and the intercou’se between whom is guarded by far more jealous punctilios—lI allude to the relation 
between a military officer and the legislature of his country—and I cite, as an example, the memorial of 
General Jackson to the Senate, in which he freely and severely: censures the proceedings of a committee 
of inquiry. Let the terms of my complaint be compared with those of General Jackson’s memorial, and 
it will plainly appear how much | kept myself within the allowed limits of complaint. Yet the Senate, 
after debate and tull deliberation, voted the memorial unexceptionable, and ordered it to be printed. And 
General Jackson lives in the heart of the nation—an honored member of the very Senate which had so 
magnanimously brouked the freedom of his remonstrance; and only second in the competition for the 
hignest honors of the State. 

Specijication fifth. This specification, both as stated in terms and as made out in proof, assumes 
that itis a military offence, punishable by a court-martial, for an officer to make public any communica- 
tion whatever; no matter how innocent or indifferent, without first obtaining leave. Upon what authority 
so strange a position is assumed, is not explained, nor may it be easily conjectured. If secrecy be 
enjoined, either expressly by the terms of the communication, or impliedly by its nature, and the injury 
to the public service which a disclosure might produce, the publication of it would be highly improper, 
and, according to circumstances, might bring him in the danger of the legal charge of scandalous conduct. 
But as to official communications in general, net impressed with this special character of secrecy, there is 
usually less delicacy or reserve concerning them than is customary with the correspondence of private 
gentlemen; because the former are, in some sort, public documents, and the same motives of delicacy are 
not applicable to them. The correspondence here charged as published, without leave, was thought 
necessary to the exposition of some part of my conduct before the public; and I contend, there was no 
possible injury to the service from its publication, 

Having gone through all the stated charges and specifications, it seems I am called upon to answer 
some collateral matter, having no manner of connection with the real merits of any question involved in 
the present trial: unless it be supposed to be a legitimate mode of attack, to eke out the defects of the 
existing charges and evidence, by throwing the weight of an eminent man’s character and opinion into 
the scale agamst me. I allude to the deposition of Mr. Monroe, taken without any legal authority, and 
containing within itself not a tittle of evidence, that can or ought to operate against me with any but 
the narrow-minded and the servile. In so far as it imports any disapprobation of my conduet, it is by 
ripping up some old causes of dissatisfaction, which ought not to have had any influence upon the conduct 
of the late administration in relation to the affair of Foxardo: and if it shall appear that they had such 
influence, | should rather consider it as furnishing me with new ground of complaint, instead of accumu- 
lating or aggravating any of the complaints, whether well or ill-founded, against me. I do infer, in the 
absence of all explanation of the purposes for which this deposition is adduced, that one of them is to take 
upon the late President all the responsibility of the various orders from the Navy Department of which I 
had at different times complained. If this means that I should have complained of the President, instead 
of the Secretary of the Navy, it implies that what was disrespectful to the head of the Department, would 
have been quite decorous to the chief magistrate. The truth is, that all my complaints of the manner of 
my recall, were addressed to the Secretary of the Navy as the regular organ through which I communi- 
cated with the administration: and whatever use I made of the personal pronoun in describing the source 
of the measures complained of, I should have been understood as speaking of the administration collec- 
tively. As to the short correspondence between Mr. Monroe and myself in March last, it was with the 
utmost surprise that I received an intimation during the present trial that it had been deposited in the 
Navy Department. Not that I mean to complain of its surrender to the purposes of the prosecution, but 
simply to express my surprise that a correspondence so trivial in itself, and merely personal in its con- 
cern, should have received so solemn a destination, Indeed the inoffensiveness of its contents serve to 
show how securely I might challenge investigation, since the most unscrupulous use of a private corres- 
pondence had produced nothing of which I ought to be ashamed. If there were anything that I could 
now desire to have expunged, the wish was dictated by a feeling of pride which I think it meritorious to 
repress, without regretting any errors of sentiment into which I may have been betrayed by any warmth 
or cordiality of temper. 


D, PORTER. 





Extracts from, and references to, the President’s messages to Congress, and the documents accompanying the 
same, in relation to the transactions of the squadron under command of Commodore Porter; all which are 
referred to in his defence, and requested to be taken as part thereof. 


Extract from the President's rvessage to Congress, at the commencement of the first session of the eighteenth 
Congress, December 2, 1823. 


In the West Indies and the Gulf of Mexico, our naval force has been augmented, by the addition of 
several small vessels, provided for by the ‘act authorizing an additional naval force for the suppression 
of piracy,” passed by Congress at their last session, That armament has been eminently successful in the 
accomplishment of its object. The piracies by which our commerce in the neighborhood of the Island of 
Cuba had been afflicted, have been repressed, and the confidence of our merchants in a great measure 
restored. al 

The patriotic zeal and enterprise of Commodore Porter, to whom the command of the expedition was 
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confided, has been fully seconded by the officers and men under his command. And, in reflecting with 
high satisfaction on the honorable manner in which they have sustained the reputation of their country 
and ita nav y, the sentiment is alloyed only by a concern ‘that, in the fulfillment of that arduous ser vice, 
the diseases incident to the season and to the climate in which it was disc harged, have deprived the 
nation of many useful lives, and among them, of several officers of great promise. 

In the month of August, a very malignant fever made its appearance at Thompson’s Island, which 
threatened the destruction of our station there. Many perished, and the commanding officer was seve rely 
attacked. Uncertain as to his fate, and knowing that most of the medical officers had been rendered 
incapable of discharging their duties, it was thought expedient to send to that post an officer of rank and 
experience, with several skillful surgeons, to ascertain the origin of the fever, and the probability of its 
recurrence there in future seasons; to furnish every assistance to those who were suffering, amd, if prac- 
ticable, to avoid the necessity of abandoning so important a station. Commodore Rodgers, with a 
promptitude which did him honor, cheerfully accepted that trust, and has discharged it in the manner 
anticipated from his skill and patriotism. Before his arrival, Commodore Porter, with the greater part of 
the squadron, had removed from the island, and returned to the United States, in consequence of the pre- 
yailing sickness. Much useful information has, however, been obtained as to the state of the island, and 
great relief afforded to those who had been necessarily left there. 

Although our expedition, co-operating with an invigorated administration of the government of the 
Island of Cuba, and with the corresponding active cxertions of a British naval force in the same seas, 
have almost entirely destroyed the unlicensed piracies from that island, the success of our exertions has 
not been equally effectual to suppress the same crime, under other pretences and colors, in the neighbor- 
ing Island of Porto Rico, They have been committed there under the abusive issue of Spanish commis- 
sions. At an early period of the present year, remonstrances were made to the governor of that island, 
by an agent who was sent for the purpose, against those outrages on the peaceful commerce of the United 
States, of which many had occurred. That officer, professing his own want of authority to make satisfac- 
tion for our just complaints, answered only by a reference of them to the government of Spain. The 
minister of the United States to that court was specially instructed to urge the necessity of the immediate 
and effectual interposition of that government, directing restitution and indemnity for wrongs already 
committed, and interdicting the repetition of them. The minister, as has been seen, was debarred access 
to the Spanish government, and in the meantime several new cases of flagrant outrage have occurred, and 
citizens of the United States in the Island of Porto Rico have suffered, and others been threatened with 
assassination, for asserting their unquestionable rights, even before the lawful tribunals of the country. 

Vide printed message, p. 9, 10. 





Extract from the report of the Secretary of the Navy to the President of the United States, December 1, 1823, 
accompanying said message. 


On the western side of the Atlantic ocean, and in the Gulf of Mexico, the operations of our naval 
force have been more active. Several vessels were in commission there at the close of the last year. To 
these were added, under the authority of the law passed at the last session of Congress, ematiliog an 
additional furce fur the suppression of piracy,” the steam galliot Sea Gull, eight small] schooners, the 
Grayhound, Jackal, Fox, Wild Cat, Beagle, Ferret, Weasel, and Terrier; five barges, the Musquito, Gnat, 
Midge Sandfly, and Gallinippe r; and one transport ship, the Decoy. 

Captain David Porter was appointed to the command of the squadron, and sailed from Norfolk about 
His station was at Thompson’s Island, from which he dispatched his vessels 


the tenth of February last. 
The annexed extracts from his letters and 


in such way as he judged best suited to attain his objects. 
reports exhibit the results. 

The size of most of the vessels, the nature of the duties, and the exposure of the officers and men, 
called for a display of perseverance and fortitude seldom required of those engaged in our service; but 
the call was well answered. Everything was accomplished which was anticipated from the expedition. 
Piracy, as a system, has been repressed in the neighborhood of the Island of Cuba, and now requires only 
to be watched by a proper force, to be prevented from afflicting commerce any further in that quarter. 
The public authorities of the Island of Cuba manifested a friendly disposition towards the squadron, and 
rendered much assistance in the pursuit of its objects. 

On the 5th of March, as Lieutenant Cocke, in obedience to the orders of Captain Porte 
the harbor of St. Johns, Porto Rico, in the schooner Fox, he was killed by a shot from the castle. 
from the correspondence between Captain Porter and the government of the island, on this subject, are 


r, was entering 
Extracts 


annexed. 
The squadron was healthy and prosperous until about the middle of August, when a malignant fever 


broke out at the station and destroyed many valuable lives. The first reports of this calamity were 
brought to the Department on the 17th of September. At the time they left the island, Captain Porter 
and most of the medical officers were sick, and there was great cause to fear that the squadron would be 
deprived of its commanding officer and of the medical assistance necessary to its safety. Under these 
circumstances it was considered expedient to send to the station an officer of rank and experience, with a 
sufficient alasbine of surgeons to furnish, in any event, the aid necessary for the safety and proper conduc 

of the squadron, with power to remove it should that be found nec essary. Captain Rodgers cheerfully 
consented to encounter the hazard and responsibility attendant on such an expedition, He sailed from 
New York as svon as a vessel could be prepared for the purpose; but, before his arrival, Captain Porter 
had become convalescent, and, with the greater part of the squadron, had returned to the United States. 
The reports of these officers will fully explain their views of the causes of the disease, and the means by 
which a recurrence of it may be prevented. 

It is believed, that the Florida station is incalculably important to some of the best interests of this 
Union; and that it ought not to be deserted until every expedient has failed to render it a secure and 
healthy position, for our vessels. I feel great confidence in the opinion that it may be made such, without 
encountering great hazard of the evils we have heretofore suffered. 
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For the protection of commerce, and the suppression of piracy, in the Western Atlantic and Gulf of 
Mexico, it is proposed, in the ensuing year, to continue Thompson’s Island as the station for the vessels 
employed in those objects; to place there a ship of the line, armed and manned as a frigate, for which 
purpose the Independence is well fitted; and to attach to the command the John Adams and Hornet, and one 
other sloop-of-war, with four of the large schooners, the Grampus, Porpoise, Shark and Spark, one of the 
small schooners, and the barges. This force is competent to protect all our interests. The ship of the 
line, placed in a proper position, will afford comfortable accommodations to those who are obliged to 
remain at the station, and prevent the necessity of intercourse with the island when danger is suspected. 
The cruises of the other vessels, except those which visit the coast of Africa, may be limited to four, five 
or six weeks, and on their return, their grews may be exchanged for others, who, during the time, have 
been stationary. By these means, and a proper attention to cleanliness, both in the-men and the vessels, 
and avoiding intercourse with places known to be sickly, the health of all will probably be preserved. 
For the proper execution of such a system, full reliance may be placed in our officers. The island itself, 
by clearing, draining, and cultivating, will, after a time, probably become more healthful. 

It will be perceived, that this distribution of force includes only one of the small schooners. They 
were admirably calculated for the end for which they were purchased, and have effected it. But piracy 
being for the present, repressed, and requiring only such a force as will prevent its revival, they are no 
longer necessary; and, being both very expensive, and utterly subversive of all discipline, it is respect- 
fully recommended that they be sold, retaining one for the present season; after which, it may be sold. 

Vide printed documents accompanying said message, p. 113-15. 





Copies of correspondence of Commodore David Porter, and officers of the squadron under my command, in 
relation to the suppression of piracy, accompanying the said report and the President's said message; 
and for which, reference is here made to the copies of the said documents, printed by authority of Congress 
—from page 136 to page 194, inclusive. 


Extract from the President’s message to Congress, at the commencement of the second session of the eighteenth 
Congress, Dec. 17, 1824. 


The force employed in the Gulf of Mexico, and in the neighboring seas, for the suppression of 
piracy, has likewise been preserved essentially, in the state in which it was during the last year. A 
persevering effort has been made for the accomplishment of that object, and much protection has thereby 
been afforded our commerce; but still the practice is far from being suppressed. From every view which 
has been taken of the subject, it is thought that it will be necessary rather to augment, than to diminish 
our force, in that quarter, There is reason to believe, that the piracies now complained of, are committed 
by bands of robbers, who inhabit the land, and who, by preserving good intelligence with the towns, and 
seizing favorable opportunities, rush forth, and fall on unprotected merchant vessels, of which they make 
an easy prey. The pillage thus taken, they carry to their lurking places, and dispose of afterwards, at 
prices tending to seduce the neighboring povulation. This combination is understood to be of great 
extent, and is the more to be deprecated, because the crime of piracy is often attended with the murder 
of the crews; these robbers knowing if any survived, their lurking places would be exposed, and they be 
caught and punished. That this atrocious practice should be carried to such extent, is cause of equal 
surprise and regret. It is presumed, that it must be attributed to the relaxed and feeble state of the 
local governments, since it is not doubted, from the high character of the Governor of Cuba, who is well 
known and much respected here, that if he had power he would promptly suppress it. 

Vide printed message, p. 12, 13. 


Extract from the report of the Secretary of the Navy to the President of the United States, December 1, 1824, 
accompanying the last message. 


The manner in which the force assigned to the protection of our commerce and the suppression of 
piracy in the West Indies, has been employed, will be seen by the annexed letters and reports of. 
Commodore Porter, marked C. The activity, zeal, and enterprise of our officers, have continued to 
command approbation. All the vessels have been kept uniformly and busily employed, where the danger 
was believed to be greatest, except for short periods, when the commander supposed it necessary 
that they should return to the United States, to receive provisions, repairs, and men, and for other objects 
essential to their health, comfort and efficiency. 

No complaints have reached this Department, of injury from privateers of Porto Rico, or other 
Spanish possessions; nor have our cruisers found any violating our rights. A few small piratical vessels 
and some boats have been taken, and establishments broken up, and much salutary protection afforded 
to our commerce. The force employed, however, has been too small, constantly to watch every part of 
a coast, so extensive as that of the islands and shores of the Gulf of Mexico, and some piratical depre- 
dations have therefore been committed; but they are of a character, though, perhaps, not less bloody and 
fatal to the sufferers, yet differing widely from those which first excited the sympathy of the public, and 
exertions of the government. ‘There are few, if any, piratical vessels of a large size in the neighborhood of 
Cuba, and none are now seenatadistance from the land. But the pirates conceal themselves, with their boats, 
in small creeks, bays and inlets, and finding vessels becalmed, or in a defenceless situation, assail and destroy 
them. When discovered, they readily and safely retreat into the country, where our forces cannot follow, 
and, by the plunder, which they have obtained, and which they sell at prices low and tempting to the 
population, and by the apprehensions which they are able to create in those who would otherwise give 
information, they remain secure, and mingle, at pleasure, in the business of the towns, and transactions 
of society, and acquire all the information necessary to accomplish their purposes. Against such a 
system, no naval force, within the control of this Department, can afford complete security, unless aided 
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by the cordial, unwavering, and energetic co-operation of the local governments; a co-operation which 
would render their lurking places on land unsafe, and make punishment the certain consequence of 
detection. Unless this co-operation be obtained, additional means ought to be entrusted to the Executive, 
to be used in such manner as experience may dictate. 

Vide printed documents accompanying the last message, p. 110. 





C. 


The letters and reports of Commodore Porter, referred to in the last report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, as marked C: that is to say, such of the same as were made from the officers of the squadron, to 
Commodore Porter, whilst he was at Washington, in the summer of 1824, and by him officially trans- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Navy; also his own official reports to the Navy Department, during the 
same period, to wit: 

Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant James M. McIntosh to Commodore David Porter, 
communicated to the Secretary of the Navy, dated ‘Allenton, Thompson’s Island, July 12, 1824.” 

Copy of a letter from Acting Lieutenant Alexander B. Pinkham to Commodore David Porter, commu- 
nicated to the Secretary of the Navy, dated ‘U.S. Schooner Beagle, Quarantine Ground, N. Y., August 
4.1824.” . 

Copy of a communication from Lieutenant Commandant N. L. Montgomery to Commodore David 
Porter, communicated to the Secretary of the Navy, headed “U.S. Schooner Beagle,” &e., Ke. 

Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant McIntosh to Commodore David Porter, commu- 
nicated to the Secretary of the Navy, dated ‘ Allenton, Thompson’s Island, August 8, 1824.” 

Copy of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated ‘ Washington, 
August 9, 1824.” 

Copy of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated ‘‘ Washington, 
August 10, 1824.” 

Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant Jas. M. McIntosh to Commodore David Porter, 
communicated to the Secretary of Navy, dated ‘ Allenton, Thompson’s Island, August 25, 1824.” 

For the contents of all which, reference is here made to the said documents, as printed by the authority 
of Congress. 

Message from the President of the United States, December 28th, 1824, transmitting, (in compliance 
with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 27th instant,) information relating to the visit 
of the naval officer of the United States, commanding in the West Indies, to the town of Foxardo, Porto 
ico, in November last. 

Vide message, printed by authority of the House of Representatives, 28th December, 1824. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Com, David Porter, dated— 


Navy Department, Apri 9, 1823. 
Sir: The enclosed copies, from the Spanish minister, Joaquin de Anduagua, exhibit very strong cop- 
plaints against Captain Stephen Cassin, commander of the United States ship Peacock, which will render 
his return to the United States necessary, unless he can meet the accusations by denial, or evidence, so 
as to enable the Secretary of State to reply promptly to the Spanish minister upon the several grounds 
of complaint. 
You will, therefore, communicate the enclosed to Captain Cassin, and either order him home, or 
return to me, as early as may be practicable, the evidence necessary to repel the charges. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON, 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding United States Naval Force, West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 


Nore.—The copies referred to in the foregoing letter consist, Ist, of a letter from Mr. Anduagua, 
dated New York, March 7, 1823, making the most vehement complaints against Captain Cassin, of the 
Peacock, for the capture of the Spanish schooner Carmen, alias Galliga the Third, and charging Captain 
Cassin with the most outrageous and unjustifiable violence and misconduct towards the Spanish schooner 
and her crew; 2d, of the declaration, under oath, of the Spanish captain and mate, and the protest of the 
captain and crew, setting forth the facts complained of by Mr. Anduagua. 

For the particulars, reference is here made to the original of the said letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy to Commodore Porter, and the documents therein referred to; all of which are hereto annexed. 


[Translation.] 


Declaration of the captain and mate of the Carmen. 


At New Orleans, the 30th of January, 1823, presented themselves in this consulate of Spain, Don 
Jacinto Correa and Don Ramon de Echevavria, the former captain, and the latter mate of the Spanish 
schooner called Carmen, alias Gallega Third, which, on her voyage from the port of Sisal to that of Havana, 
was captured on the coast of that island, off the port of Cabanos, by the United States corvette-of-war 
Peacock, and the schooner Louisiana, also of war, of the United States, and the vessel brought to this 
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port; and the declarants, with the rest of the crew of the same vessel, were carried to Pensacola, where 
they were presented as pirates, and treated in the manner which they have expressed in the protest which 
they have exhibited, and of which a copy is annexed; and having made oath to God and the cross, in faith 
of which they promised to speak the truth, they declared that besides the facts of which they have made 
mention in their said protest, they witnessed the capture of other Spanish vessels, whilst they were pris- 
oners on board the said corvette, in the following manner: On the night of the 29th-30th, September last, 
they saw the boats of the said corvette go off armed, the launch with a 9 to 12-pounder carronade, and 
all armed with pistols and cutlasses, and with marines and sailors, and by morning they returned on board 
without the declarants having seen any prize. On the following night the armed boats again went away, 
during which time they heard no noise, but after daylight they heard great guns on shore, or in the river 
Puereos, and afterwards they saw brought from said river, in the course of that day, five barges, which 
they brought with a red flag hoisted under the American, and they saw taken from on board some of those 
vessels (they were two schooners) about a hundred bags of coffee, which they brought on board the cor- 
vette, and another schooner marked with the No. 66 in the sail and side of the bow; she was brought 
alongside, and they took from her wood and ropes, of which was all her cargo, and after they had despoiled 
her of her sails and running rigging, with some useful rope and an old fowling piece, they afterwards 
took the mainmast and carried it on board the corvette. The other schooner appeared entirely loaded 
with part of the cargo over the covered hatches with ropes, in the form which the coasting vessels of that 
island commonly call hogsheads of sugar; the other two vessels also loaded and marked or numbered, 
but they did not approach sufficiently for the declarants to be able to distinguish the numbers, or to form 
a judgment of the nature of the cargo which they carried, Besides the above-mentioned five vessels, they 
seemed to set another, which was stranded, on fire, as they heard, on their departure from the said river 
of Puereos. They also saw them take on board the corvette, house furniture, birds of various kinds, such 
as-turkeys, geese, pigeons, parrots, &e., and they heard two sailors, who spoke Spanish, say that they 
had gone on shore, and the people had abandoned their houses and everything; the three vessels which 
the declarants had an opportunity of seeing near, had not any armament, at least they were certain they 
had no artillery; and they add that they made no mention of these captures in their said protest, as being 
taken and unjustly prosecuted as pirates; they judged that they should confine themselves solely to their 
case and to nothing else. Thus they have declared under the solemnity of the oath which they have 
made, protesting it to be the truth, and that it does not proceed from malice, and they sign it in my 
presence, on the said day, month, and year. 
JACINTO CORREA. 
RAMON DE ECHEVAVRIA. 
Before me: Antonto Arcote VILALOBEZ. 

A true copy. 





[Translation.] 
Protest of the captain, officers, and crew of the Carmen. 


In the city of Pensacola, on the 27th of the month of November, 1822, before me, Don José E. Caro, 
notary public of the Territory of Florida, and county of Escambia, appeared in my office Don Jacinto 
Correa, captain of the schooner called the Carmen, alias Gallega the Third, about half-past eleven of the 
said day, and requested that he might note his protest, to verify its formality in due form, in its proper 
time, and in evidence thereof he signed it with me, the said notary, which I attest. 

JACINTO CORREA. 

Before me: 

Jose E, Carro. 
Recorde i in book A, folio 2, date as above, one dash. 


PROTEST. 


In the city of Pensacola, on the 29th of the month of November, in the year 1822, before me, Don 
José Estevan Caro, notary public of this city and Territory of Florida, and county of Escambia, duly 
authorized and received, appeared Don Jacinto Correa, captain and master of the Spanish schooner named 
the Carmen, alias Gallega the Third, whom I certify and know, by his having presented himself to me in 
the morning of the 27th of the current month and year, about half-past eleven of the said day, and 
requested to note the protest, which he now makes in due form, and in virtue thereof says: That he 
sailed from the port of Havana on the 4th of August of the current year, under the protection of his 
Catholic Majesty’s schooner brig packet the Mexico, and verified his entry in the port of San Juan de 
Ulloa, on the fifteenth of the same month of August, with a cargo of candles and cloths, and sailed from 
that port for that of Campeachy on the 23d of the same, his arrival in which he verified on the Ist day 
of September of the current year, and sailed for that of Sisal on the 10th of said month of September, 
where he arrived on the 12th, taking, in the said port, the cargo destined for said vessel by means of 
Messrs. Quijano, Guzman & Sons; said cargo consisting of the produce of that province, such as sole 
leather, hung beef, dried venisoa, bags of quenique, cotton wick, barrels of tallow, casks of the same, 
hides, tierces of garlic, tierces of dry fish, and hats; and he verified his sailing on the 19th of said 
month, pursuing his voyage, without anything new, until the 27th, when, about half-past eleven, he saw 
land, and, at twelve, found that it was the Pan de Guaigabon; and during the whole day nothing new 
occurred. At sunset he sat the said Pan at southeast by compass, without any fresh occurrence, and 
went on with steady winds; at daybreak he was in view of the Cottages, and set them within a short 
distance at south-southeaast. At said hour he saw a sail upon the bow, and in a short time it came upon 
his stern, wherefore he suspected it to be an enemy, trying to do what it eventually effected, by spread- 
ing all possible sail, and in a short time fired a gun shotted, and at the same time displayed the Spanish 
war flag, discovering that the chase was a corvette, which had fired, and was pursuing in chase, continu- 
ing the firing. At this time he saw another sail ahead, and a little afterwards it fired a gun, and 


displayed the American flag; and he discovered, at the same time, that it was a schooner, and with a 
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light wind from south-southeast approac hed him with sails and oars, and fired at him another gun, by 
which means, being between two fires, he found himself under the absolute necessity of lying to. 

In a few minutes a boat from the corvette came on board of him, with a suit ible ere w, armed with 
cutlasses, and some three or four officers, to whom, de manding the vessel’s papers, he immediately 
exhibited them—namcely, the royal patent, the roll d’equipage, the ship’s journal, the entry of the cargo, 
which he had on board, sealed, as usual, and which they then took away and kept in their possession, 
along with the other papers which he had exhibited, and at the same instant they ordered the hatches 
to be opened, which was very particularly opposed, and upon this, the second commander of the said 
corvette Peacoc k, (which he soon understood was her name,) threatened him by telling him that he 
would divide his head from his body if he opposed what he had ordered, and what else they should 
determine; in this case he proposed to protest at the same time, but he was not permitted, nor was his 
entreaty attended to; not even to inform him of the name of the corvette, or of her commander. 

They then caused him to embark in the boat with the steward and the cook, leaving the hatches 
open, as decided owners of the vessel and cargo, although the pilot and the rest of the crew remained 
on board; proceeding to the examinations which they judged necessary in the manner which best suited 
them. 

He considered by the return of the boat, which had brought him to the schooner already men- 
tioned, that it was no longer under his authority; they carried to the corvette the pilot and the rest of the 
crew, and part of the provisions, having previously caused the pilot to deliver to one of the officers who 
had come from the corvette Peacock the public correspondence of the province of Yucatan, from whence 
he proceeded, the nautical instruments, and other letters and papers of the greatest value—not here 
making mention of the clothes and money, which, from forgetfulness and the precipitation of embarking, 
and being conducted on board the corvette Peacock, he left forgotten on board the said vessel, making 
in the whole about $37: 3, of which sum no account has been made by the officer of the troops of that 
vessel, except of thirty-nine dollars, and which he will declare at a more fit opportunity, under due 
oath. 

Being a prisoner, with all the rest of his crew in the corvette Peacock, he begged the commander of 
the said corvette, in the name of the whole crew, to carry them to Havana, which was not permitted, 
nor his solicitude attended to; he himself, as well as the crew, experiencing from that time rigors not 
seen in the law of nations, having manacles put upon him, as also upon his crew, being treated and 
looked upon as guilty of the greatest crime in the world, during the five days that they remained in that 
vessel, After the five days mentioned, he was conducted with the crew to the schooner Louisiana, and 
the commander was impressed in his mind with the idea that three individuals of the crew were English, 
and that by compulsion they might be made to speak the English language, whilst they did not understand 
one word of such language, and under this suspicion, he threatened them with the yard arm, from 
whence he made signs that he would hang them if they did not comply with his proposition, On 
that day there was a new pillage with regard to him and the crew, when each one opened his trunk on 
board the corvette Peacock, yet they appropriated nothing to themselves; but from the schooner Louisi- 
ana the said trunks came into their power in Pensacola, in the camp where the United States troops reside; 
and they were carried prisoners under the guard of said vessel Louisiana, on the 16th of October of the 
current year; and his trunk, as well as those of the rest, were brought to said encampment where they 
were prisoners, and were delivered to them empty; observing that the cabin boy, named José Silvestre, 
of an Indian nation, taken on board at Sisal, remained on board the eorvette Peacock; and $27 which 
were delivered to the second in command, and thirty-nine which the officer of the troops declared he had met 
with on board of his vessel; and in the schooner Louisiana, forty-seven dollars and seven reals, of which 
sums, as yet, he had taken no notice; declaring, in the same manner, that when the corvette Peacock 
fired the three cannons, she raised the Spanish flag of war, and they were taken under the same; and as 
soon as he was a prisoner she hoisted the war flag of the United States, and while a prisoner in said 
encampment with the rest of the crew of his vessel, whither they were conducted in the custody of said 
vessel, the Louisiana, and a beginning was made to their justification against the crime of piracy charged 
against them. The said captain and the pilot, Don Ramon Echevavria, and the passenger, Don Juan Ferre- 
ria, were set at liberty on bail, on the 27th day of the current month and year, still leaving the rest of 
the crew captives in said encampment, adding that the Spanish inhabitants of this city, condoling with 
the said situation in which they were, had covered their nakedness; and forasmuch as at no time could 
there be attributed to him any blame in a similar occurrence, nor was he chargeable with it in any way 
or manner; he protests once, twice, and thrice, and as often as the law permits him, against said vessels 
Louisiana and Peacock, for all the damages, losses, and deteriorations which, by the capture, may or 
might originate to the said Carmen, alias Gallega the Third; and for proof, presents as witnesses, the 
pilot, Doa Ramon Echevavria; the boatswain, Manuel Agaio, and the sailors, Vicente Arias, Manuel Lopez, 
Jose Chanzino, and the passenger, Don Ferreria, whose oath I took in the same act; and having read to 
them the present protest, which the said captain was resolved to verify, they declared unanimously and 
together, that as far as the said captain had explained was true; the captain, boatswain, pilot and crew 
signing it: in faith of which, I, the said notary, sign and seal, with the seal of my office, in Pensacola, the 
proper day, month and year, which I attest. 

JACINTO CORREA. 
RAMAN DE ECHEVAVRIA. 
MANUEL AGACIO, 

JUAN MARTIN FERRERIA. 
VINCENTE ARIAS. 
MANUEL LOPEZ. 

JOSE CHANNE. 

Before me: 

JOSE E. CARO, Notary Public. [seat] 


By George Walton, Governor of the Territory of Florida, and county of Escambia: 

I dy hereby certify, that Joseph E. Caro, Esquire, whose name is subscribed to the within instrument 
of protest, was, at the time of signing the same, and is now, the regularly appointed notary public for 
the Territory and county aforesaid, and that full faith and credit are to be given to all his acts and doings 
in that capacity. 
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Given under my hand and private seal, (there being no seal of office,) at Pensacola, in the Territory 
aforesaid, this 29th day of November, 1822, and of the independence of the United States the forty-sixth. 
(Signed) GEORGE WALTON, 
Secretary and Acting Governor of the Territory of Florida. 


Recorded in book A, folios 2, 3, 4, and 5, of the book intended for that purpose. 
JOSE E. CARO, Notary Public. 


Pensaco.a, date as above. 


A true copy of the protest which they have presented to me, and I return to the interested. 
(Signed ) ANTONIO ARGOTE VILLALOBOS. 

New Oreans, Lebruary 3, 1823. 

A true copy. 





[Translation.] 


Don Joaquin de Anduaga to the Secretary of State. 
New York, March 7, 1823. 

Sir: I have the honor to send you enclosed, copies of the protest made in Pensacola, by Don Jacinto 
Correa, captain of the Spanish schooner called the Carmen, alias Galliga the Third, and of a judicial decla- 
ration made by the same, before the consul of Spain in New Orleans. 

In both documents are set forth the capture of the said schooner, by the United States ship-of-war 
Peacock, and the oppression and robbery committed by her crew; all which has been confirmed to me by 
the Captain General of the Havana, and by the consul of Spain at New Orleans. As the circumstances 
of these crimes are expressed in the enclosed documents, I avoid repeating them in this note, and shall 
rest content with calling your attention to three of the principal, which are: the Peacock having made 
the capture with the Spanish flag; the violation of the public correspondence between two provinces of 
his Catholic Majesty; and the malicious contrivance of Captain Cassin, in sending the crew of the Car- 
men to Pensacola, and the vessel to New Orleans, that there might be no one to defend her there. Such 
violations of all public law, and such refined perfidy, are so evident and odious, that I think it unneces- 
sary to insist upon them, since it would be doing an injury to the sense and justice of this government. 
Notwithstanding the insidious precaution of Captain Cassin, scarcely had the courts of Pensacola and 
New Orleans examined the case, when the former declared the crew innocent and set them at liberty, 
and the other ordered the restitution of the vessel, which saves me the trouble of: proving the illegality 
of the capture: and it only remains with me to request, that the President would be pleased to order satis- 
faction to the owners of the schooner Carmen, for the losses and damages which they have sustained, 
and that the money and effects of which they have been plundered, be restored to the crew. This is what 
it concerns me to ask in favor of said individuals; but the just satisfaction of my government, the assur- 
ance in future of due respect to the Spanish flag, and the lives and property of Spanish citizens, impose 
upon me the obligation of speaking to you with that frankness which ought to subsist between two friendly 
powers, and whose interest it is to maintain the greatest harmony. 

The injuries done by this country to his Catholic Majesty and to his subjects are not confined to 
expeditions of individuals for the conquest of his provinces, to hostilities under the insurgent flag, to 
building armed ships for the enemies of Spain, to furnish these men with munitions of war, &c., but they 
have gone to attack publicly the vessels of Spain by ships-of-war of the United States, and to trample 
upon Spanish citizens by American officers; the excess being carried to such a pitch that his Catholic 
Majesty’s territory is violated, and if a speedy check be not put to it the Spanish commerce must be in 
dread of the ships-of-war of a nation which is said to be friendly, as it would be of another with which 
it was in a complete state of rupture. : 

The violations of neutrality and of friendship between two nations, committed by individuals, 
always give room to the offended power to believe that they have taken place without the knowledge, 
and against the will, of the government of the aggressors, and that it will grant a competent satisfac- 
tion; but when this is not only refused, and not even private citizens but the ships and officers of that 
government give the insult, and commit hostilities with its approbation, since it neither punishes them 
nor prevents them from continuing their aggressions, the illusion must cease. And, alarmed for the 
intentions of said government, the imperious obligation which it is under of protecting its subjects, lays 
it under the necessity of demanding a frank explanation of them, and indispensable provisions for the 
patting a stop to the scandal of acts which, continued, could only be followed by consequences which 
his Catholic Majesty has a lively desire of avoiding; it being his most sincere wish to preserve inviolate 
the friendship which he professes towards this republic. 

Vain have been my repeated remonstrances to obtain satisfaction for the insults offered to my govern- 
ment and fellow citizens by the American officers; and if in the courts of the United States the Spaniards 
have found justice, the government has not only refused my petitions, but has not even given an answer 
to the greater part of my notes. The very sentences of the courts prove the justice of my complaints 
against the said officers. And when it is seen that this goveynment, in spite of these complaints, and the 
opinion of the most eminent and just judges of this republic, refuses to his Catholic Majesty the satis- 
faction which is his due, does aot answer the representations of his minister, and continues its protection 
and favor to the officers accused, the suspicion is allowed that its friendly sentiments towards Spain have 
undergone an alteration. This doubt will be extremely painful to his Catholic Majesty, wherefore I 
spend more time in requesting you to be pleased to clear it up; and this can be done in no other way 
than by giving to his Majesty the satisfaction which he has demanded for so great injuries, with the 
punishment of the officers who have committed them, especially of Captain Cassin, and giving the most 
peremptory orders that they be not repeated. ; ; ; 

The multiplied proofs of friendship which his Majesty has given to this republic, the sacrifices 
which he has made in its favor, and the utility which results to both nations in the continuance of a good 
47 K 
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understanding between both, are to me a sure guarantee that the President, deigning to take into con- 
sideration the important contents of this note, will be pleased to order such an answer to it as will at 
once dissipate the disagreeable impressions which the acts of the American officers have made, and 
assure his Catholic Majesty that his desires for the continuance of the strictest friendship with this 
republic will be fulfilled. . 

it my devotion to you, sir, and pray you to accept the assurance of my high consideration. 


I repe 
‘(Bignell JOAQUIN DE ANDUAGA. 


DepaRTMENT OF State, August 1, 1825. 
I have compared the above copy with my original translation, and find it correct. I also know of 


no answer having been given to it. 
GEORGE C. IRONSIDE, Clerk, and Translator of Foreign Languages. 





Navy Deparrment, April 9, 1823. 
Sim: The enclosed copies from the Spanish minister, Joaquin de Anduaga, exhibit very strong com- 
plaints against Capt. Stephen Cassin, Commander of the U. 8. ship Peacock, which will render his return 
to the United States necessary, unless he can meet the accusations by denial or evidence, so as to enable 
the Secretary of State to reply, promptly, to the Spanish minister upon the several grounds of complaint. 
You will therefore communicate the enclosed to Captain Cassin, and either order him home, or return 

to me, as early as may be practicable, the evidence necessary to repel the charges. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
SMITH THOMPSON. 


Com. Davip Porrer, commanding U. S. Naval Force, West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 





A. 


To James Barron, Esq., captain in the navy of the United States: 

Certain charges of misconduct having been alleged against David Porter, Esq., a captain in the 
navy of the United States, and others, a general court-martial, to consist of Capt. James Barron, Presi- 
dent, Captains Thomas Tingey, James Biddle, Charles G. Ridgely, Robert T. Spence, John Downes, John 
D. Henley, Jesse D. Elliott, James Renshaw, Thomas Brown, Cha’s C. B. Thompson, Alex’r 5S. Wads- 
worth, and George W. Rodgers, members, or any five, or more of them, is hereby authorized and ordered 
to assemble at the United States Navy yard, in Washington, on Thursday, the seventh day of July next, 
for the trial of the said Captain David Porter, and others, for the offences with which they do severally 
stand charged; which charges, together with the testimony in their support, will be laid before the court 
by the judge advocate. 

Richard S. Coxe, Esq., is hereby appointed judge advocate to the court hereby ordered to assemble; 
and if he should decline acting, the said court will appoint such other suitable gentleman, learned in the 
law, to discharge the duties of judge advocate to the said court, as they or a majority of them may, in 
their wisdom, deem fit and proper. 

In faith of which I have hereunto signed my name and affixed the seal of the Navy Depart- 
ment of the United States, this twenty-third day of June, in the year of our Lord one 
= 3 thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, and of the independence of the United States the 


forty-ninth. 
SAML L. SOUTHARD. 





B. 


Mr. Presinent: Thus called upon to declare my exceptions, if any I have, to any of those members 
of the general court-martial here assembled, who are to exercise a judicative function in my case, and to 
have a voice in pronouncing my guilt or innocence, I do, without hesitation, renounce every such excep- 
tion. Even if it were so, that any member of this court should, unknown to me, be affected by any 
prejudice or bias unfavorable to an impartial judgment on my case, I rely too implicitly on the known 
character of my brethren in arms to think of scrutinizing the motives of any. Their own breasts are 
sufficiently informed, by justice and honor, of the proper course to be pursued in such case. 

But, sir, I do find myself very reluctantly impelled, not more by a sense of the justice due to 
myself than by a regard for the honor of the service, and for the wholesome safeguards of military juris- 
prudence, to interpose, at this precise stage of the business, some fundamental objections to so much of 
the essential material of the court as consists in the functions of the judge advocate. The grounds of 
my exceptions to the gentleman named as judge advocate in the order for convening this court, detract 
nothing from the great learning and abilities for which he is so well known, nor from the general integ- 
rity and fairness of his character. That a juror, summoned onacriminal trial, before a court of ordinary 
judicature, or a member of a court-martial, may be challenged, either peremptorily or for cause, without 
the least disparagement of his personal or professional character, is too well established to require a 
contrary inference to be disclaimed on any occasion. 

My exceptions go, first, to his legal competency and authority to assume and exercise the functions 
assigned him by the Secretary of the Navy; and, secondly, if he should be found duly appointed, to the 
temper and bias of his mind in relation to this particular case. 

1. Then, I ask, does he claim to be judge advocate ex-officio, or merely to officiate as such, under a 
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temporary delegation of authority, for this particular occasion? If the first, let his commission be pro- 
duced, and the question on this point is at once settled. A judge advocate is an officer of such import- 
ance in every military establishment, whether of the land or naval service, the due administration of his 
office so vitally affects the most inestimable rights of the officers and men attached to the service, as 
makes it altogether inconceivable how his appointment should emanate from any less authority, or be 
manifested by any less solemn act than that of any other officer, civil or military, under the government. 
This brings us directly to the authority of the President of the United States, executed in the solemn 
form of a regular commission. Under the Constitution and laws of the United States it cannot be pre- 
tended that the Secretary of the Navy, or any authority less than that of the supreme Executive, can 
make such an appointment. If, however, it be no judge advocate, ex-officio, who presents himself, but 
merely one with a temporary delegation of authority to act as such on this special occasion, then I ask 
who is competent to such delegation of authority, and from whom does it actually proceed in this 
instance? 

No express provision appears to have been made in the naval, as there has been in the military, 
establishment for the appointment, either of regular judge advocate, or of persons specially deputed to 
act as such. Yet the existence of the office, and the practical exercise of its functions, in both descrip- 
tions of persons, are recognized in the rules and regulations for the government of the navy, which 
speak of “the judge advocate” as distinguished from the “ person officiating as such;” thus impliedly 
admitting an authority somewhere, to appoint to the office, or to delegate its functions in either mode. 

I do not, therefore, question the propriety of assigning the functions of judge advocate, as well in 
naval as in military courts-martial, to any person, either regularly appointed to the office, or specially 
deputed to officiate as such in a particular trial. .Then the only question is, how, and by whom may a 
person be so deputed to act in the place of an official judge advocate to a naval court-martial? The laws 
of the United States being silent on the question, it follows that, wherever the power may reside, it is in 
its nature strictly incidental; and, as such, can be claimed only by that officer, or that tribunal, to whose 
fundamental constitution and inherent powers it bears the nearest affinity and the strongest analogy. 
Upon these principles I maintain that it is altogether foreign to the general constitution and powers of 
the Navy Department, and bears no affinity or analogy to the ordinary functions assigned to the head of 
that Department; but, on the contrary, that it is perfectly consistent and in strict analogy with the pecu- 
liar constitution and powers of the court-martial itself; and devolves, among other incidental and resulting 
powers, upon that tribunal as the appropriate depository of every authority necessary to the orderly 
progress and the due authentication of its proceedings. , 

Such is the invariable practice of naval courts-martial in England; and it is sustained by the most 
authoritative precedents in our own service. I refer to one precedent now in my mind, namely, the court 
of inquiry on Captain Hull, and, I doubt not, many others extant. The appointment of its own clerk (an 
office distinctly appertaining to the functions of judge advocate) may indeed be assumed as an universal 
incident to the constitution of every deliberative body and judicial tribunal, unless vested by express 
enactment in some other department. If, then, the deputation of a person to officiate as judge advocate 
in this case proceed from the sole authority of the Secretary of the Navy (as I understand is the fact), 
I except to its competency, and maintain that it should be supplied by an appointment from this court. 

2. But if the learned gentleman named by the Secretary of the Navy should be found on examination 
to be duly authorized, in any way, to officiate as judge advocate, I except to him as being actuated by a 
manifest bias of prejudice and interest to labor for my conviction, and to exert the uttermost of his inge- 
nuity, skill and learning, to fix upon me all, or the greater part of the charges exhibited against me. 
Before I state more particularly the facts upon which this exception proceeds, J beg leave to advert very 
cursorily to the qualifications and functions of a judge advocate, as defined by the concurring authority 
of all the most approved writers on military jurisprudence.* According to these authorities, he is the 
primum mobile, as it has been termed, of the court; upon him the court depends for an impartial and 
candid exposition of the law, and should expect to lean upon his advice with entire confidence. Not only 
is the absence of every sort and degree of prejudice or bias against the prisoner indispensably required 
of him, but absolute impartiality is the least favorable state of mind requisite to fulfill the humane behests 
of the law by which his relative duties towards the prisoner are defined; for it is expected that he will 
rather incline to the side of the prisoner, and, upon all doubtful questions, decide in his favor; that, as the 
recorder of the evidence and of the court’s proceeding, he be studious to collect and record every circum- 
stance that may weigh in favor of the prisoner; nay, in many instances, that he act as his counsel. This 
last office I happen to be so fortunately situated as to be able to dispense with. But cases may possibly 
arise when it might be indispensable to the cause of justice and humanity; and I am now contending 
upon this, as upon every other question involved in my approaching trial, for principles which, apart 
from their practical operation upon my particular interests, are important to the dearest interests of the 
service; for principles in the subversion or contempt of which no officer or man in the service can hold 
any security for life or honor inviolate. 

Then the judge advocate, as acting this essential and prominent part in the constitution and in the 
deliberations of a court-martial, is unquestionably as fair a subject of challenge, whether peremptory or 
for cause, as any other member of the court. The reason and necessity of the thing are the same; the 
law cannot be different. 

As to the cause of challenge, I might well maintain, upon the most respectable authority, that I am 
not bound to assign any; but that I am entitled to a peremptory challenge.t I shall proceed, however, 
to assign my reasons openly and candidly; with this preliminary illustration of the principles by which 
the sufficiency of “challenges tc the favor” is usually determined, namely, that circumstances which raise 
a suspicion, very far short of any direct proof of bias or partiality, are deemed sufficient cause, either 
against a juror in a criminal trial, or against a member of a court-martial, a strict analogy between the 
two being preserved in military jurisprudence.{ 

When the functions and relative duties of a judge advocate are considered, it is not to be imagined 
that any lower standard can be applied to the qualification of dispassionate, disinterested and impartial 





*1 McArthur (4th ed., London), 279, 291, 441, app. No. 26 Judge Bathurst’s opinion; Adye (7th ed., London), 113, 115, 118; 
Macomb, 166, 167, 169, 170-1. 
| Adye, 120-3. 
Id., 175. 
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judgment in him; if, indeed, the absolute freedom of his mind from every interfering bias and passion be 
not subject to a still severer test. 

The facts upon which my present exceptions are grounded furnish superabundant matter for the appli- 
cation of these wholesome and necessary rules. I have direct and certain information that the gentleman 
now claiming to officiate as judge advocate, has written and published at least one anonymous piece, 
distinctly asserting the truth of one of the specifications now exhibited against me, and so has pledged 
his credit, in a way utterly incompatible with requisite impartiality, to fix a charge upon me which, from 
its nature, may result in a question of veracity between himself and me. I am further informed, though 
not upon such direct and certain authority as in the other instance, but from sources pregnant of proba- 
bility and truth, that he has employed himself in writing, and has quite or nearly ready prepared for the 
press, a pamphlet professing to be a full answer to my published defence against the principal charge 
now to be tried, and laboring to establish, by facts and reasoning, the conclusion of my guilt. 

Of these facts I doubt not of being able to produce the most satisfactory evidence, if the voluntary 
and candid avowal of the gentleman himself should not dispense with it. 

Then I would ask, what is left for him, on this occasion, but to redeem his public pledge, and to 
vindicate his own preconceived, divulged and fixed opinion of my guilt? And how is this to be reconciled 
with any of the legitimate functions of a judge advocate? 

Tuurspay, July 7, 1825. 





C 
Charges and specifications exhibited against David Porter, Esq., a captain in the navy of the United States, 
CHARGE FIRST. 


Disobedience of orders, and conduct unbecoming an officer. 


Specification. For that he, the said David Porter, being in command of the naval forces of the U. States, 
in the West India seas, Gulf of Mexico, &c., did, on or about the fourteenth day of November, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, with a part of said naval forces, land on the 
Island of Porto Rico, in the dominions of his Catholic Majesty, the King of Spain, then and still in amity 
and at peace with the United States, in a forcible and hostile manner, and in military array, and did, then 
and there, commit divers acts of hostility against the subjects and property of the said King of Spain, 
in contravention of the Constitution of the United States, and of the laws of nations, and in violation of 
the instructions from the Government of the United States to him, the said David Porter. 


CHARGE SECOND. 


Insubordinate conduct, and conduct unbecoming an officer. 


Specification first. For that he, the said David Porter, did write and transmit to the President of 
the United States, a letter of an insubordinate and disrespectful character, to wit, on the seventeenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five; and did also write, and 
transmit to the Secretary of the Navy, at sundry times hereinafter particularly mentioned, various letters 
of an insubordinate and disrespectful character, viz: on the thirtieth day of January, the sixteenth day 
of March, the thirteenth day of April, and the fourteenth day of June, all in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, thereby violating the respect due from every officer in the navy 
to the head of the Department, impairing the discipline of the service, and setting a most dangerous and 
pernicious example. 

Specification second. For that he, the said David Porter, after a court of inquiry had been convened 
and directed to investigate and make report of the facts in relation to the matters embraced in the speci- 
ficationiof the first charge, and after such court had terminated its inquiries, and had transmitted its 
report to the Secretary of the Navy, and before the Executive had published or authorized the publication 
of the proceedings of said court, did publish, or cause to be published, a pamphlet purporting to contain 
the proceedings of the said court of inquiry. 

Specification third. For that he, the said David Porter, in the publication made, as mentioned in 
the last preceding specification, did give an incorrect statement of the proceedings of the said court of 
inquiry. 

Specification fourth. For that he, the said David Porter, did, in the publication referred to in the 
said two last preceding specifications, insert various remarks, statements and insinuations, not warranted 
by the facts, highly disrespectful to the Secretary of the Navy, and to the said court of inquiry. 

Specification fifth. For that he, the said David Porter, did, in the same publication referred to in 
the said last preceding specification, without any authority or permission for that purpose, make public 
official communications to the government, and official correspondence with the government; and has, on 
other occasions, between the first of October, in the year of oar Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-four, and the fifteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
five, without authority or permission therefor, made public orders and instructions from the government, 
and official correspondence with the government. 





D. 


Navy Department, July 8, 1825. 


_ Sir: Your letter of the 7th instant, stating that it is the desire of the court, now convened at the 
United States Navy yard, Washington, to remove to the Marine barracks, has been received. I accede, 
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_—_—— 


with pleasure, to the wish expressed by the court, and you are hereby authorized to have the future 
sessions of the court held at the Marine barracks. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
. SAML L. SOUTHARD. 
Capt. James Barron, President General Court-Martial. Present. 





K. 
[Original charges enclosed in the Secretary of the Navy’s letter, dated June 22, 1825.] 
Charges and specifications exhibited against David Porter, Esq., a captain in the navy of the United States. 
CHARGE FIRST. 


Disobedience of orders, and conduct unbecoming an officer. 

Specification. For that he, the said David Porter, being in command of the naval forces of the United 
States in the West India seas, Gulf of Mexico, &c., did, on or about the fourteenth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, with a part of said naval forces, land 
on the Island of Porto Rico, in the dominions of his Catholic Majesty, the King of Spain, then and still 
in amity and at peace with the United States, in a forcible and hostile manner, and in military array, 
and did, then and there, commit divers acts of hostility against the subjects and property of the said 
King of Spain, in contravention of the Constitution of the United States, and of the laws of nations, 
and in violation of the instructions from the Government of the United States, to him, the said David 
Porter. 

CHARGE SECOND. 


Insubordinate conduct, and conduct unbecoming an officer. 

Specrfication first. For that he, the said David Porter, did write and transmit to the President of the 
United States, a letter of an insubordinate and disrespectful character, to-wit, on the seventeenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five; and did also write, and 
transmit to the Secretary of the Navy, at sundry times hereinafter particularly mentioned, various letters 
of an insubordinate and disrespectful character, viz: on the thirtieth day of January, the sixteenth day 
of March, the thirtieth day of April, and the fourteenth day of June, all in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-five, thereby violating the respect due from every officer in the navy to 
the head of the Department, impairing the discipline of the service, and setting a most dangerous and 
pernicious example. 

Specification second. For that he, the said David Porter, after a court of inquiry had been convened 
and directed to investigate and make report of the facts in relation to the matters embraced in the speci- 
fication of the first charge, and after such court had terminated its inquiries, and had transmitted its 
report to the Secretary of the Navy, and before the Executive had published or authorized the publica- 
tion of the proceedings of said court, did publish, or caused to be published, a pamphlet purporting to 
contain the proceedings of the said court of inquiry. 

Specification third. For that he, the said David Porter, in the publication made, as mentioned in the 
last preceding specification, did give an incorrect statement of the proceedings of the said court of 
inquiry. 

Specification fourth. For that he, the said David Porter, did, in the publication referred to in the two 
last preceding specifications, insert various remarks, statements, and insinuations, not warranted by the 
facts, highly disrespectful to the Secretary of the Navy, and to the said court of inquiry. 

Specification fifth. For that he, the said David Porter, did, in the same publication referred to in the 
said last preceding specification, without any authority or permission for that purpose, make public 
official communications to the government, and official correspondence with the government; and has, on 
other occasions, between the 1st of October, 1824, and the 15th June, 1825, without authority or per- 
mission therefor, made public orders and instructions from the government, and official correspondence 
with the government. 





F. 
Navy Department, June 22, 1825. 
Str: T enclose to you the charges and specifications, upon which you will be tried, before a court- 


martial, which will be convened on the seventh day of July next, at the Navy yard, Washington, and of 


which Captain James Barron has been appointed president. 
At the time and place mertioned, you will report yourself to the court for trial upon said charges. 


In the meantime you will be vader no restraint in preparing for your defence. | 
On the receipt of this letter, you will consider yourself under arrest. It is not deemed necessary to 


‘all upon you to surrender your sword, nor to assign limits to you. 
I am, respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Captain Davin Porter, United States Navy. Present. 
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G. 


Mr. Preswwent: Before I can be called upon, either to plead or to except to any charges and specifi- 

cations, it is necessary that it be de finitely ascertained what are the charges and specifications which I 

am expected to answer; and, strange as it may appear at this stage of the prosecution, nothing is more 
uncertain. 

On the 22d day of June last, I received, enclosed in a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, order- 
ing my arrest, and notifying me of my trial, a paper purporting to contain the original charges and 
specifications exhibited against me. It is true, the paper was signed by no one, and bore not upon its 
face any form of authentication whatever; nor did it name or refer. to any prosecutor, informer, or judge 
advocate. Still the official source from which it proceeded, and the strictly official ‘form and nature of 
the communication that accompanied it, and indentified its character, left me no doubt, and I presume 
now admit no doubt, of the authenticity of the paper, as an exhibition of the original charges and speci- 
fications against me; which, as such, were definitive and conclusive, and altogether unalterable, in form 
or substance, but upon the proviso, and under the circumstances provided in the 38th article of the rules 
and regulations for the government of the navy of the United States. 

When I was arraigned before this court yesterday, a paper was produced and read _ by the judge 
advocate, purporting and professing to be nothing more than a copy of the original charges and specili- 
cations; meaning, as I presumed, of the same exhibited against me at the time, and in the manner before 
mentioned. But what was my surprise, on a comparison of the two papers, to find a very material 
variance in the first specification of the second charge. The “various letters of an insubordinate and 
disrespectful character,” which I am therein charg ed with having written to the Secretary of the Navy 
are no otherwise distinguished or identified, than “by a naked reference to the dates; neither their tenor 
nor their substance and effect is set out, and so I have no sort of notice what letters are designated as of 
that character, but this naked reference to dates. Then the dates are of the essence of the accusation, I 
have been cited here to answer, and have come prepared to answer for those designated letters and no 
others. Let the dates be changed, and the substance of the charge is changed, in so far as I am called 
upon to answer for other “ letters of an insubordinate and disrespectful character.” Now, sir, the copy 
of the original charges and specifications, produced by the judge advocate, on my arraignment yesterday, 
specifies and complains, in the first specification of the second charge, of such a letter as dated on the 
thirteenth day of April, in the year 1825; whereas, no such letter is anywhere specified or referred to in 
the aforesaid original exhibition of charges and specifications. This variance is manifest, upon a com- 
parison of the copy produced by the judge advocate, with the original, which I now here produce for the 
inspection of the court, with the original letter that acc ompanie dit. 

Universal military usage, and the imperative provisions of the aforesaid 38th article of the rules 
and regulations for the government of the navy, decide that I can be put to answer nothing beyond the 
tenor of the charges and specifications originally exhibited against me. But, in this particular instance, 
I waive the objection, requiring only that the prosecutor do now decide or declare his election, to abide 
the one or the other specification of the letters complained of, or to adopt both if he pleases. At any 

rate, let the form and extent of the charges and specifications be now definitely arranged and conclu- 
sively settled. 

This point being settled, I shall pray the leave of the court to enter my plea of not guilty to all 
and singular the charges and specifications, under a protest against their sufficiency: and reserving to 
myself the right, in the progress of the trial, and in due time, of excepting to the said charges and speci- 
fications, as designating no offence known to any law enacted for the government of the navy, as vague 
and indefinite, and altogether insufficient to put me upon my trial, for the matters therein charged, or 
supposed to be charged. That these points may be submitted in a way to admit of the maturest delibera- 
tion, I have concluded, if it be the pleasure of the court, to suffer the trial to proceed, for the present, 
under the general issue, and to submit ny exceptions to the charges and specifications, or sach of them 
as I shall conclude to be exceptionable, at a more convenient day. 

Fripay, July 8, 1825. 





H. 
General instructions. 


Having been appointed to the command of the squadron, fitted out under an act of Congress of the 
20th of December last, to cruise in the West India seas and Gulf of Mexico, for the purpose of repress- 
ing piracy and affording effectual protection to the citizens and commerce of the United States, and to 
the command of all of the United States ships and vessels of war in the West Indies, fitted out for the 
aforesaid objects, and for the suppression of the slave trade, it becomes my duty (in order that a perfect 
understanding may be had by those under my command, of ‘the extent of the authorities to be exercised 
by them in case of separation, or in case of being detached on special service) to point out briefly to 
them the conduct to be pursued under particular circumstances, and in doing so, shall confine myself to 
existing laws and the instructions of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, and it is hoped, that in no 
case those orders will be exceeded, without my sanction first being obtained. 

First, then, with regard to piracy. On this subject there have been three several acts: thatof March 
3, 1819; of May 15, 1820, and that of the 20th of December last, authorizing the additional force of 
schooners s, &e., &e. 

The second section of the act of March 3, 1819, authorizes to “ subdue, seize, take, and send into 
any port of the United States, any armed vessel or boat, or any vessel or boat, the crew whereof shall 
be armed, and which shall have attempted or committed any piratical aggression, search, restraint, depre- 
dation, or seizure upon any vessel of the United States, or of the citizens thereof, or upon any other 
vessels. 

From the generality of this latter description of vessels, it would seem to embrace those of every 
nation or country upon which any piratical aggressions may have been committed. Admitting the act 
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might be extended thus far, it does not appear to be the general object of the law; and it was thought by 
the President most advisable at one time, not to give it a like indiscriminate practical construction as to 
all vessels. 

The great object, as pointed out in the first section of the act, was to protect the merchant vessels of 
the United States from piratical aggressions. This will, therefore, be considered a particular and special 
duty; if, however, there should be discovered depredations on other vessels, committed under such gross 
and aggravated circumstances as to leave little doubt of their piratical character, it will be a duty then 
to capture and bring in the aggressors. It is thought most advisable thus to distinguish in these instruc- 
tions, because, among other considerations it will be seen that, under the second section of the act, 
authority is only given, to retake vessels of the United States or its citizens, which may have been unlawfully 
saptured on the high seas; no positive authority is given by it to retake the vessels of any foreign nation 
or country. 

It will also be perceived, that under the second section of the act, authority is only given to “subdue, 
seize, and take” such vessels or boats, &c., &c., as shall have attempted or committed some piratical 
aggression, Whatever well grounded suspicions may be entertained that a vessel may have been fitted 
out, and is intended to be employed in such depredations, the act does not authorize her molestation, 
unless there is satisfactory evidence that she has either attempted, or actually committed, some piratical 
aggression, on some merchant vessel of the United States or her crew; or upon some other vessel under 
the special circumstances above mentioned, 

This, by this act, must be considered an important and leading regulation, as it will be a strong and 
almost controlling circumstance, (considering we are at peace with all the world,) in making up a judg- 
ment whether it would be safe and justifiable to treat them as pirates. 

Whenever, therefore, boats or vessels shall be found, the crews whereof have committed any aciual 
violence, outrage, or depredation, upon any vessels of the United States, or citizens thereof, or any other 
vessel as above mentioned, it is to be sufficient to authorize their being ‘ subdued, seized, and taken,” 
and unless it should satisfactorily appear that they were acting under some lawful authority, and not 
piratically, they are to be sent in for adjudication. 

The act of May 15th, 1820, continues in force the act of March 3d, 1819; and makes further provi- 
sion for punishing the crime of piracy. The third section of this act, declared as pirates “any persons 
who shall, upon the high seas, or in any open roadstead, or in any haven, basin, or bay, or in any river 
where the sea ebbs and flows, commit the crime of robbery in, or upon any ship or vessel, or upon any of 
the ship’s company of any ship or vessel, or the lading thereof: such person shall be adjudged to be a 
pirate,” and the penalty death, on conviction before the circuit court of the United States. 

The fourth and fifth sections make it piracy for any citizen of the United States to be engaged in the 
slave trade, and the penalty, on conviction before the Circuit Court of the United States, death. This act 
is more extended than the former, in its definition of the act of piracy, but in no part (except in con- 
tinuing in force the former law) authorizes capture by the armed vessels of the United States. The high 
and delicate power therefore vested in the President by the act of March 3d, which authorizes and requests 
him to employ so many of the public armed vessels, as in his judgment, the service may require, with 
suitable instructions to the commanders thereof, in protecting the merchant vessels of the United States, 
and their crews, from piratical aggressions and depredations, has been resorted to and exercised, for the 
purpose of more clearly defining the duties to be performed. ; 

The trust reposed in me, is one of a peculiarly delicate character, for while it is made my duty to 
protect our commerce against all unlawful interruptions, and to guard the rights both of person and prop- 
erty of the citizens of the United States, whenever it shall become necessary, it is enjoined on me not to 
encroach on the rights of others: and whatever discussion or collision I may have with any foreign power, 
in relation to such rights, Tam bound to conduct it with as much moderation and forbearance as is con- 
sistent with the honor of my country, and the just claims of its citizens. 

The system of piracy, from whatever cause it may have originated, is of considerable extent, and 
from the sparse population of the Spanish islands, which cannot enforce the authority of the government, 
establishments have been made by parties of those banditti in the uninhabited parts, to which they carry 
their plunder, and retreat in time of danger. It cannot be presumed, that the government of any island 
will afford any protection or countenance to such robbers. It may, on the contrary, confidently be believed 
that all governments, and particularly those most exposed, will afford all means in their power, for their 
suppression 

Pirates are considered by the laws of nations, the enemies of the human race. It is the duty of all 
nations to put them down, and none who respect their own character, or interest, will refuse to do it, 
much less afford them an asylum and protection. 

The nation that makes the greatest exertions to suppress such banditti, has the greatest merit. In 
making such exertions, it has a right to the aid of every other power to the extent of its means, and to 
the enjoyment under its sanction, of all its rights, in the pursuit of the object. 

In the case of belligerents, when the army of one party enters the territory of a neutral power, the 
army of the other has a right to follow it there. In the case of pirates, the right of the armed force of 
one power to follow them into the territory of another, is more complete. In regard to pirates, there is no 
neutral party; they being the enemies of the human race, all nations are parties against them, and may 
be considered as allies. The object and intention of our government is to respect the feelings as well as 
the rights of others, both in substance and in form, in all the measures which may be adopted, to accom- 
plish the end in view. Should, therefore, the crews of any vessels seen engaged in any acts of piracy, or 
which there is just cause to suspect of being of that character, retreat into the ports, harbors, or unset- 
tled parts of the islands, they nay be pursued into such ports, harbors, and unsettled parts of the country, 
for the purpose of aiding the local authorities or people, as the case may be, to seize and bring the 
offenders to justice; previous notice being given that this is the sole object. When a government exists 
and is felt, the local authorities must, in all instances, be respected, and every act must be in aid of, and 
in co-operation with them; it being the exclusive purpose of the ‘Government of the United States to sup- 
press piracy, an object in which all nations are equally interested, and in the accomplishment of which, 
the Spanish authorities and people will, it is presumed, cordially co-operate with us. 

If, in the pursuit of pirates found at sea, they shall retreat into the unsettled parts of the islands or 
foreign territory, liberty is given to pursue them so long only as there is reasonable prospect of being 
able to apprehend them; and in no case are we at liberty to pursue and apprehend any one after having 
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been forbidden so to do by competent authority of the local government; and if any such pirate should be 
apprehended on land, they are to be delivered over to the proper authorities to be dealt with according to 
law, and all the evidence that can be furnished is to be given in proof of the offence alleged against them, 
Should the local authorities refuse to receive and prosecute such persons so apprehended, on reasonable 
evidence being furnished them of their guilt, they are then to be kept safely and securely until informa- 
tion on the subject can be communicated to me. 

Great complaints have been made to the government of the interruption and injury to our commerce 
by privateers fitted out from Spanish ports. Great discretion is required in giving to our vessels the 
necessary protection against their aggressors, without infringing on the rights of the belligerents. We 
know not how far they have been authorized and instructed to intercept our trade with Mexico and the 
Colombian republic; but according to the well-settled rule of the laws of nations, the United States will 
not consider any portion of the coast upon the Gulf of Mexico as legally blockaded, except where a naval 
force is stationed sufficient to carry into effect the blockading order or decree: and our government does 
not recognize the right or authority of Spain to interdict or interrupt our commerce with any portion of 
the coast included within the Colombian republic and Mexican government, not actually blockaded by a 
competent force. 

Hence it is but reasonable to infer, that to arrest our vessels employed in lawful trade, from the 
fangs of the numerous privateers which have lately been fitted out from Porto Rico, and to “subdue, 
seize, take, and send into any port’? those depredators on our commerce, would be right and proper; but 
in doing this, great discretion and prudence must be exercised, and the fact must be clearly ascertained 
that they come within the provisions of the second section of the act of March 3d, 1819. 

By recent decisions of our courts, and ofticers competent to judge, and by the wording of the fifth 
section of the act of March 3d, 1819, it would appear that piracy may be committed by vessels legally 
authorized to cruise, and engaged in mercantile pursuits; -and that the persons alone committing the act 
are responsible for the same. I allude particularly to the Panchita, sent in by the Grampus, some of the 
crew of which were imprisoned, to be tried for piracy, and the vessel liberated, by the decision of the 
judge: and to the Nympha Catalina, sent in by the Spark, for an act of piracy on a former voyage. The 
vessel and cargo, immediately on her arrival in the United States, were restored to the owners, part of 
her crew liberated, and those who committed the act only, confined for trial. I might cite other cases to 
justify the opinion I entertain, as to the course proper to be pursued, to effect the object of our expedition 
with the least possible injury to those not implicated in the crime, but these will suttice. 

In the first case cited, the decision of the judge justified the conduct of the capturing officer, and in 
the other case, the law would seem equally to authorize her being ‘‘ subdued, seized, taken,” &c. 

The language of the fifth section of the law, as above cited, is as follows: ‘‘ And be it further enacted, 
that if any person whatsoever shall, on the high seas, commit the crime of piracy, as defined by the laws 
of nations, and such offenders shall afterwards be found and be brought into the United States, any such 
offender or offenders shall, on conviction thereof before the circuit court of the United States for the dis- 
trict into which he or they may be brought, or in which he or they shall be found, be punished with 
death.” 

But it does not appear to me to be necessary, in order to the attainment of justice, that the innocent 
should suffer for the guilty. If the ship is not answerable for the acts of the crew, there can be no neces- 
sity or propriety in sending in the ship for adjudication, because, by so doing, injury is brought on the 
owners, the innocent party; and to us they look for indemnity, who have no other appeal than to the 
liberality of our country. 

But piracy must be punished, and we are bound by the second section of the act of March 3d, 1819, 
to ‘subdue, seize, and take” all vessels which commit it; and after we have done so, and it is found that 
the vessel committing the act is a legally authorized cruiser, the most that it would seem proper to do on 
the occasion, would be to take from on board her the persons committing the act, and to send them to the 
United States for trial. 

For the same principle that would justify their capture on land will apply with equal .propriety to 
their seizure on board ships on the ocean, and perhaps if any competent authority should be near at hand, 
it would be equally proper to deliver them up to it with proofs of their guilt, on a pledge that they shall 
be brought to trial; but on a refusal to give such pledge, they must be reported to me with as little delay 
as possible. 

The next subject to which attention is to be directed, is the suppression of the slave trade; and it is 
expected that the utmost vigilance shall be exercised, in order that tiis inhuman practice may be put 
down. By the act of the 20th of April, 1818, it is made unlawful to import or bring, in any manner 
whatsoever, into the United States, or the Territory thereof, from any foreign place, any person of color, 
with intent to hold, sell, or dispose of such person as a slave, or to be held to service. 

By this act it is also made unlawful for any citizen of the United States, or other person, to build, 
equip, load, fit, or otherwise prepare, any ship or vessel, in any port or place within the jurisdiction of 
the United States, or to cause any ship or vessel to sail from any port or place whatsoever, within the 
jurisdiction of the United States, for the purpose of procuring and transporting any such slaves to any 
port or place whatever: and any ship or vessel employed in such importation of slaves, or so built or 
fitted out, or prepared, is liable to be seized and forfeited. 

And by act the 3d of Merch, 1819, the President is authorized to employ any of the armed vessels of 
the United States to cruise in such places as he may think proper, where he may judge attempts may be 
made to carry on the slave trade by citizens of the United States, or residents thereof, in contravention 
of the acts of Congress prohibiting the same, and to instruct such armed vessels to seize, take, and bring 
into any port of the United States, to be proceeded against according to law, all ships or vessels of the 
United States, wheresoever found, or which may be intended for the purpose of taking on board, or of 
transporting, or may have transported any person of color, in violation of any provisions of the act of the 
20th of April, 1818, above referred to, or in violation of any other act or acts prohibiting the traffic in 
slaves. 

From the generality of the provisions of the slave acts, atfthority is given to take and bring into 
port all vessels of the United States which may have been in any manner employed, or intended to be em- 
ployed, in the slave trade, or any other vessel which may be employed in the importation of slaves into 
the United States. 

It will be observed that the first provision applies only to vessels of the United States, the second 
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applied to vessels of every nation. The rest of the laws go to explain the manner of disposing of the 
slaves and persons taken in the trade; prescribe the punishment to the offenders, and the bounty to 
the captors. 

It will be sufficient, therefore, that the capture should be made under the foregoing circumstances, 
and that reference should be had to me for instructions as to the disposal of the vessels, slaves and 
offenders, and to the laws for a final decision. 

There is one thing that must be particularly observed: it is not to be considered in these general 
instructions for the suppression of the slave trade, that authority is given at any place out of the waters 
of the United States, to search, capture, or in any manner whatever to interrupt vessels under any other 
than the American flag. 

As regards the recapture of vessels which may be found in the hands of the pirates, and not belong- 
ing to the United States: although there are no laws which authorize our rescuing them from the fangs 
of those monsters; and, although the President has given no positive instructions on this head; still, as 
humanity obviously calls on us to exercise the power, having the means in our hands; as it is a duty 
implied by instructions subsequently given me by the measures adopted for the suppression of piracy, 
and as it is enjoined on me by the government to harmonize and co-operate with the iorces of any other 
power engaged in the same pursuit with ourselves, thereby showing a common interest, 1 will take on my- 
self to supply the omission, (as it certainly is one,) by authorizing the act whenever it may become 
necessary. 

All vessels, therefore, of any nation whatever, found in the possession of pirates, may be taken from 
them us though they belonged to the United States, and as though their recapture was provided for by 
the laws for the suppression of piracy, and by the most positive instructions of the government. 

These instructions, although swelled to an unusual length, are rendered as concise as the subject 
would admit of, to enable me to inform you fully as to the views of the government. We have a very 
delicate duty tu perform—and with full confidence in the discretion of those 1 have the honor to com- 
mand, I hope it may be fulfilled to the satisfaction of our country, to our own honor, and to the honor and 
general interests of the navy. 

In time of actual warfare between nations, there can be no difficulty in discriminating between right 
and wrong; but the service on which we are engaged, requires the exercise of our soundest judgment, 
and in proportion to the difficulty of discriminating will be the merit of doing what is proper. 

The eyes of the world are on us, and while we must not fail in energy, we must not want in 
circumspection. 

D. PORTER. 

U.S. Sup Jonn Apams, Norfolk, January 28, 1824. 
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The counsel of Commodore Porter suggests that the second charge, and what purport to be the five 
specifications of the facts and circumstances intended to be proved in support of such charge, are alto- 
gether insuflicient to put the accused to answer, or to give this court jurisdiction to try any matter 
therein alleged. 

The following objections to the same are deemed unanswerable and fatal: 

1. The principal charge itself describes no offence, within the terms of any of the naval articles of 
war, by which all the military crimes and punishments, affecting officers of the navy, are enumerated 
and defined, and is altogether vague and uncertain us to the nature and degree of the offence intended to 
be charged. 5 

2. ‘I'he specifications are not conceived in terms, any more appropriate or precise, to constitute any 
offence known to the naval code, established by such articles. 

3. Even if any such offence could be inferred, either substantially, from the charge itself, or from 
the charge and specifications, collectively, still the specifications are altogether vague, indefinite, and 
uncertain, as to the facts, circumstances and criminal intents, to be adduced and proved in support of the 
principal charge. 

4. The specifications do not follow and support, but are a departure from the gravamen of the princi- 
pal charge: and (if conceived in terms tending to any sensible and legal conclusion) constitute separate 
and distinct charges, not necessarily comprehended in the terms of the principal charge. 

If the learned judge advocate should conceive that this charge, and the several specifications of the 
same, are susceptible of being justified and supported, the couusel of Commodore Porter would very 
respectfully ask fur an opportunity to corroborate his objections by authority, and to reply to any reasons 
that may be advanced, on the part of the prosecution, in answer to such objections. 

JuLy 18, 1825. 





L. 


Navy Department, July 19, 1825. 


Sir: In compliance with your wish, I have requested, of the Attorney General of the United States, 
an answer to the questions proposed in your letter of the 18th instant. 
I now enclose to you a copy of my letter to him, and of his answer. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
SAML, L. SOUTHARD. 
Ricuarp 8. Coxe, Esq., Judge Advocate, General Court-Martial. 


VOL. II 48 xk 
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M. 


Navy Deparrment, July 18 1825. 

Sm: I have this evening received from the court-martial, now sitting at the Marine bar racks, Wash- 
ington, a letter of which the enclosed is a copy. It proposes certain questions, on which your opinion 
is desired. I have, therefore, to beg the favor of you, to furnish me, at as early an hour as your 
convenience will permit, an answer to the questions proposed, that I may transmit it to the court. 

Should any papers or documents be required, in preparing an answer, I will endeavor to procure, 
and furnish them, without delay. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) SAML. L. SOUTHARD. 
Honorable Wu. Wirt, Altorney General United States. 


N. 


OrricE oF THE AtrorNEY GENERAL OF THE Unirep Srates, July 19, 1825. 

Sr: I am just honored with your letter of last night, enclosing one from Mr, Coxe, the judge advo- 
cate of the court-martial now sitting on the trial of Commodore Porter, expressive of the wish of that 
tribunal, that you would take the opinion of the Attorney General on two questions of law, which have 
been presented for their decision in the course of the discharge of their judicial duties. I beg leave to 
observe, that the Attorney General has no authority to give an official opinion, except in the cases 
especially provided by law, ‘‘ whose duty it shall be,” says the law, ‘‘to give his advice and opinion 
upon questions of law, when required by the President of the United States, or when requested by the 
heads of any of the Departments, touching any matters that may concern their ‘‘ Departments.” The 
construction of this provision has been, that whensoever the President, or any head of a Department, has 
an official duty to perform, he has a right to call for the opinion of the Attorney General, on any question 
of law, for the purpose of assisting him in the discharge of that duty. This has been the construction 
on which I have acted since I have been in office, and with the entire approbation of the President and 
heads of Departments. Indeed, on any other construction, the duties of the Attorney General would be 
wholly impracticable. f 

Now, I apprehend that the court-imartial, in this case, having been organized, and the charges laid 
before them, the head of the Navy Department has no duties to perform in giving their judicial decisions, 
And since it is only in relation to his own duties that the Secretary can call for the opinion of the Attorney 
General, or that the Attorney General has any authority to give an opinion, it follows that I must, on 
this, as I have been constrained to do on several former occasions, beg to be excused from doing what I 
think unauthorized, and therefore wrong. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with very great respect, &c., 


(Signed) WM. WIRT. 
To the Hon. Samven L. Sovrnarn, Navy Department. 





0. 


Mr. Presipent: Since the course which has been taken with the objections of my counsel to the terms 
of the second charge and its specifications is likely to produce delay, and, instead of simplifying, as was 
intended, rather to perplex and embarrass the procedure of the court, I have determined to withdraw 
these objections, in so far as they present any preliminary question to be discussed and decided upon the 
face of the charge and specifications themselves, independent of any examination of the evidence to be 
adduced in support of them. 

I have decided on this course, with the less hesitation, in consideration of being distinctly advised, 
by my counsel, that all these objections are equally available, under the general issue of “not guilty,” 
as in any other form; unless that which turns upon the defect of sufficient minuteness and precision in 
the specifications of time, place, manner and circumstances of the acts imputed to me, may be an excep- 
tion, It is not that the latter objection, or the rule which it supposes to have been violated, is by any 
means to be regarded as frivolous or captious, or as unessential to the great principles of substantial 
justice, by which the salutary forms of procedure in such cases have been prescribed. On the contrary, 
I am made experimentally sensible, in this very instance, of the value of the rule, and of the practical 
mischief and injustice resulting from the palpable breach of it, apparent on the face of my pending 
accusation; for I solemnly declare, that after the minutest recollection, and the most mature reflection, 
upon all the passages of my professional life, which, by any possibility, may be the subject of this com- 
plaint; and after ail that has been said in the recent discussion, I remain at this moment, utterly per- 
plexed and puzzled, even to conjecture what are the particular facts and circumstances of my imputed 
guilt, that are pointed at, and intended to be adduced against me, under several of the most important 
of these five specifications: I am unable to do more than to form a probable, though vague conjecture. 

Yet, so long as I am assured that I am not to be entrapped, by taking issue upon the charge, to be 
held to a conclusive admission of its validity, or of the legal sufficiency of the facts to be given in 
evidence under it, as describing or constituting any offence for which I am amenable to martial law, I 
must be content to forego, (if such be the necessary consequence of pleading to issue) every advantage 
from the defect of reasonable certainty and minuteness, in the specifications; and to encounter every 
disadvantage of ignorance, from the want of fair and regular notice of the circumstances wherein my 
offence is supposed to consist. 

Since it appears that I am not entitled to reply to any of these topics in the discussion of a preliminary 
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point, and since it is most unexpectedly intimated that doubts on the subject exist with the court; and as I 
feel that justice to myself requires that I should have any opportunity of controverting whatever may 
have been advanced to affect either my honor or the mere law of my case; I have taken the only course 
left open to me, which is to waive the objections as matter of separate and preliminary discussion; and 
to reserve them, or such of them as may be available for my general defence. 

I do therefore, Mr. President, offer myself ready to go on with the trial of this second charge, and its 
specifications, upon the general issue, before tendered under protest; reserving for my general defence, 
all such exceptions of law or fact, as shall be admissible and available in that defence. 

I beg leave further to suggest, that it is essential to my defence, that I should be more precisely 
and minutely informed of the propositions of fact or law, advanced against me, than I can be from a 
cursory reading of the long and elaborate argument of the judge advocate; many parts of which, were 
but distinctly heard and comprehended, in the course of that reading. I therefore request to be favored 
with a copy of that document, as a part of the proceedings of the court, or such access to it as may be 
equivalent. I do not anticipate that there can be objection to this request, since the reasonableness of it 
is apparent. Although the nature of my objections was distinctly intimated on the second day of this 
court’s session; and were specifically drawn out and stated in writing as early as Wednesday, the 13th 
instant; and though the reasons and authorities at large were distinctly read in open court, on Friday, 
the 15th; yet, it seems, that because from some accident, which I extremely regret, as it must have 
infinitely enhanced the labors of the judge advocate, the fair transcript of the argument in support of the 
objections was not put into his hands till ten or eleven o’clock on Sunday, the 17th, he was compelled 
to defer the preparation of his argument till he was in full possession of the written transcript of that 
which he was to answer. If a gentleman, possessing the acuteness and quickness of perception, the 
learning and ingenuity thus strongly manifested in the composition of an argument, so full of learned 
research, and various illustration, and so elaborate, and so diffuse, which occupied no longer time than 
from ten or eleven on Sunday morning, till it was time to meet the court next morning; if a gentleman 
so gifted, labored under so much disadvantage from the absence of the paper he was to answer, you may 
judge, Mr. President, how necessary it is for me to be possessed in eatenso, of the argument by which 
many important points of my defence are so strongly affected. 





A. 


Navy Department, August 11, 1825. 


Sir: In pursuance of the application of the general court-martial, of which you are president, and 
for the better accommodation of all concerned, permission is hereby granted to the court to adjourn for 
the remainder of its sessions, to that central, and commodious building, on First street, and the corner of 
Maryland avenue, formerly occupied by the Congress of the United States. 


I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Capt. James Barron, President General Court-Martial. 





B. 


Navy Department, August 12, 1825. 

Sir: I have received and submitted to the Executive, your letter of yesterday’s date, in which you 
say: “I transmit a paper handed me by Commodore Porter, since the adjournment of the court this day, 
purporting, as I understood from him, to be a continuation of his defence. He stated, also, that the 
residue would be transmitted as soon as practicable.” You also apprise me that this paper has not 
received the sanction of the court. 

The Executive is solicitous to possess all the lights, which can be useful, in forming a decision upon 
the case of Commodore Porter, and especially desires to be aided by everything legally urged in his 
defence. But it would be obviously improper for the Executive to receive and consider any paper not 
transmitted to him by the court itself, as forming a part of its proceedings. 

I am, therefore, directed to return the paper to you, that you may submit it to the court, with the 
time and manner in which it was handed to you, that the court may pass its own judgment upon it, by 
receiving and transmitting it, as the defence which the accused did make, if the court think proper so to do. 

This has been adopted as the proper mode of obtaining a decision on the paper as a part of the record, 
and that Captain Porter may have all the benefit of it in his defence that is possible. 

The length of the document, and the time which might necessarily be consumed in reducing it to 
writing, present motives for this indulgence, with the most perfect respect for the court, and without 
questioning the propriety of the decisions which it has heretofore made in relation to the defence. 

I return to you the record and papers, that you may place them again in possession of the court. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Ricuarp 8. Coxe, Esq., Judge Advocate of the General Court-Martial. 





(No. 1 ) 


One thousand dollars reward. 


The store of the subscribers was forcibly entered on the night of the 24th inst., and the following 
articles taken therefrom: 

A<>18.—1 case 4-4 bird’s-eye handkerchiefs, containing 25 pieces, each piece 20 handkerchiefs of 
different patterns. 
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W 63 and 64.—2 cases damask figured handkerchiefs, contain 25 pieces each, are 50 pieces. 

P 181-187.—4 cases India sewing silks, each case 50 Ibs., say 13 lbs. of black and 37 lbs. assorted 
colors, put up in Spanish style—200 Ibs. 

S G P.—2 trunks Madras handkerchiefs, 60 pieces each—120 pieces. 

S G P.—-2 half trunks Madras handkerchiefs, 30 pieces each—60 pieces. 

HAS <> 21.—1 case 4-4 cross-barred handkerchiefs, 20 handkerchiefs in each piece, containing 


25 pieces. 
A <> 15.—1 case damask figured handkerchiefs, 25 picces. 
K.— 1 case bird’s-eye handke chiefs Ss, 25 pieces. 


J L <> 11.—1 ease 1-4 crape shawls, containing 37 pieces. 


2 half boxes cigars, ‘‘ Cabanas.” 
The above reward will be given for the apprehension and conviction of the thief or thieves, and one- 


fourth part of the goods recovered. 
CABOT, BAILEY & CO. 


Sr. Tuomas, October 25, 1824. 





(No. 2.) 


Sm: I this morning received a letter from Mr. J. J. Atkinson, of Ponce, Porto Rico, who states, that 
while on board the Mary Ann, of Baltimore, J. Dukehart, master, from this place, bound for Ponce, the 
crew of said brig mutinied, and in the fray the papers of the vessel were lost overboard. He also men- 
tioned, that the crew of the brig Cadmus, ‘of Kennebunk, had also mutinied in the port of Ponce. The 
mutineers are confined in the jail of Ponce, but the authorities of the island have informed the captains 
that they would be kept till the vessels were ready for sea only. 

It will be necessary for either you or Captain Sloat to proceed, if possible, to Ponce, and give the 
Mary Ann a document with which she can proceed to Baltimore, as the shippers refused to ship till she 
is regularly documented. 

I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, WM. FURNISS. 

Sr. Tuomas, February 1, 1825. 

To Cuartes T. Piarr, Esq., Commandant U. S. Schooner Beagle, St. Thomas. 


(No. 3.) 


U.S. Scuooner Beacir, Harbor St. Thomas, February 10, 1825. 


Str: Having this day returned from a visit to Ponce, a village in the Island of Porto Rico, somewhat 
similar, and not far distant from Foxardo, under circumstances so widely different from those of my former 
visit to that island, I do therefore beg leave to lay before you the circumstances that induced me to visit it, 
and more particulary the reception that I met with, although no part of my uniform was different from 
that which I wore at Foxardo, nor had I in any respect improved in my address. I mention this with 
feelings of pure American pride, as prejudices much to my injury, particularly with such as I am not 
personally acquainted with, may have grown out of the Spanish account of my piratical appearance at 
Foxardo. 

On the 2d day of this month, I received from Mr. Furniss, commercial agent at St. Thomas, a letter, 
stating that the crews of two American merchant vessels had mutinied, and that those vessels were then 
at anchor in the harbor of Ponce, and in want of the assistance of some one of the United States vessels 
of war; and furthermore, that the master of a vessel then at St. Thomas, was desirous of 
obtaining convoy to the same place. Under such circumstances, I could not hesitate for a moment 
in fully complying with the request. Consequently, as soon as was practicable, I got under way, and 
two days after anchored in the harbor of Ponce, at which place as at Foxardo I visited the shore in 
person. No indignation nor indignities were offered to my person, or the flag the Beagle bore; 
but on landing was invited to a public house, refreshments were offered me, and in a very short 
time I arranged all things relating to the merchantmen, to the entire satisfaction of their respective 
masters. As svon as was practicable, the captain of the fort, accompanied with numbers of the 
most respectable citizens, made their appearance, when to my no small gratification, they saluted me in 
the most cordial and friendly manner. He, the captain, did not ask or demand my commission. He beheld 
nothing in my features that indicated that cowardly and hell-like visage of a pirate, nor did he discover 
anything other than that deportment which I have honestly inherited. In evidence of which I need only 
to observe that I was waited upon and requested to exchange salutes with the fort, which was complied 
with. A carriage was prepared, as well as one of the most genteel dwellings, for my sole use during my 
stay. It was not my intention to have remained longer than was absolutely neces ssary to accomplish the 
object of my visit, but from the urgent and numbe rless invitations, pressing me to remain and accept of a 
dinner already ordered for myself and officers, (a refusal of which would have carried with it a conviction of 
the truth of my uncouth manners, which had been so elegantly polished by the Foxardians,) I was induced 
to accept the invitation, and on the day following partook of a splendid’ dinner, (the ale alde at the head 
of the table,) with not less than thirty-five of the first and most respectable citizens and planters in that 
vicinity. After the cloth was removed many complimentary toasts were given, which in turn were recipro- 
cated by the officers of the Beagle and myself. At nine in the evening I withdrew and returned on 
board the Beagle, after having spent five hours, during which time the most cordial degree of friendship 
prevailed throughout the company. The next morning I left the port, having previously established pri- 
vate signals with the captain of the fort, that our respective forces might co-operate in the suppression of 
piracy 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES T. PLATT, Lt. Com. Beagle. 


Com. Davin Porter. 








1825. ] PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL. 381 











Navy Departuent, February 1, 1826. 
Commodore David Porter, commanding U. S. naval forces in the West Indies. Present: 


Sir: You have been appointed to the command of a squadron fitted out under an act of Congress of 
the 20th of December last, to cruise in the West India seas and Gulf of Mexico, for the purpose of sup- 
pres ssing piracy, and affording protection to the citizens and commerce of the United States. Your atten- 
tion will also be extended to the suppression of the slave trade, according to the provisions of the several 
acts of Congress on that subject; copies of which, and of the instr uctions heretofore given to our naval 
commanders thereon, are herewith sent to you. While it is your duty to protect our commerce against 
all unlawful interruption, and to guard the rights, both of person and property, of the citizens of the 
United States, wherever it shall become necessary, you will observe the utmost caution not to encroach 
upon the rights of others; and should you at any time be brought into discussion or collision with any 
foreign power in relation to such rights, it will be expedient and proper that the same should be conducted 
with as much moderation and forbearance as is consistent with the honor of your country and the just 
claims of its citizens. 

Should you, in your cruise, fall in with any foreign naval force, engaged in the suppression of piracy, 
it is desirable that harmony and a good understanding should be cultivated between you; and you will do 
everything on your part, that accords with the honor of the American flag, to promote this object. 

So soon as the vessels at Norfolk shall be ready for sea you will proceed to the West Indies, by such 
route as you shall judge best for the purpose of effecting the object of your cruise. You will establish 
at Thompson’s Island, usually called Key West, a depot, and land the ordnance and marines, to protect 
the stores and provisions; if, however, you shall find any important objection to this place, and a more 
suitable and convenient one can be found, you are at liberty to select it as a depot. You will announce 
your arrival and object to the authorities, civil and military, of the Island of Cuba, and endeavor to 
obtain, as far as shall be practicable, their co-operation; or at least their favorable and friendly sup- 
port, giving them the most unequivocal assurance that your sole object is the destruction of pirates. 

The system of piracy which has grown up in the West Indies has obviously arisen from the war 
between Spain and the new governments, her late provinces in this hemisphere, and from the limited 
force in the islands, and their sparse population, many portions of each being entirely uninhabited and 
desolate, to which the active authority of the government does not extend. It is understood that estab- 
lishments have been made by parties of these banditti in those uninhabited parts, to which they carry 
their plunder, and retreat in time of danger. It cannot be presumed that the government of any island 
will afford any protection or countenance to such robbers. It may, on the contrary, confidently be believed 
that all governments, and particularly those most exposed, will afford all means in their power for their 
suppression. Pirates are considered by the law of nations, the enemies of the human race. It is the 
duty of all nations to put them down; and none who respect their own character and interest will refuse 
to do it, much less afford them an asylum and protection, The nation that makes the greatest exertions 
to suppress such banditti has the greatest merit. In making such exertions, it has a right to the aid of 
every other power, to the extent of its means, and to the enjoyment, under its si anction, of all its rights 
in the pursuit of the object. In the case of belligerents, where the army of one party enters the terri- 
tory of a neutral power, the army of the other has a right to follow it there. In the case of pirates, 
the right of the armed force of one power, to follow them into the territory of another, is more complete. 
In regard to pirates, there is no neutral party; they being the enemies of the human race, all nations are 
parties against them, and may be considered as allies. ‘The object and intention of our government is to 
respect the feelings as well as the rights of others, both in substance and in form, in all the measures 
which may be adopted to accomplish the end in view. Should, therefore, the crews of any vessels which 
you have seen engaged in acts of piracy, or which you have just cause to suspect of being of that 
character, retreat into the ports, harbors, or settled parts of the islands, you may enter, in pursuit of 
them, such ports, harbors or settled parts of the country, for the purpose of aiding the local authorities, 
or people, as the case may be, to seize and bring the offenders to justice, previously giving notice that 
this is your sole object. W here a government “exists, and is felt, you will in all instances respect the 
local authorities, and only act in aid of and co- operation with them; it being the exclusive purpose of the 
Government of the United States to suppress piracy—an object in which all nations are equally interested; 
and in the accomplishment of which, the Spanish authorities and people will, it is presumed, cordially 
co-operate with you. If, in the pursuit of pirates found at sea, they shall retre: at into the unsettled parts 
of the islands, or foreign territory, you are at liberty to pursue them, so long only as there is reasonable 
prospect of being able to apprehend them; and in no case are you at liberty to pursue and apprehend 
any one, after havi ing been forbidden so to do by competent authority of the local government; and 
should you, on such pursuit, apprehend any pirates upon land, you will deliver them over to the proper 
authority, to be dealt with according to law, and you will furnish such evidence as shall be in your 
power, to prove the offence alleged against them. Should the local authorities refuse to receive and 
prosecute such persons so apprehended, on your furnishing them with reasonable evidence of their guilt, 
you will then keep them safely and securely on board some of the vessels under your command, and 
report, without delay, to this Department, the particular circumstances of such cases. 

Great complaints are made of the interruption and injury to our commerce, by privateers fitted out 
from Spanish ports. You will enceavor to obtain from the Spanish authorities a list of the vessels so 
commissioned, and ascertain how far they have been instructed to intercept our trade with Mexico and 
the Colombian agi impressing upon them that, according to the well settled rule of the law of 

nations, the United States will not consider any portion of coast upon the Gulf of Mexico as legally 
blockaded, except where a naval force is stationed sufficient to carry into effect the blockading order or 
decree; and this government docs not recognize the right or authority of Spain to interdict or interrupt 
our commerce with any portion of the coast included within the the Colombian republic or Mexican 
government, not actually blockaded by a competent force. 

All the United States ships and vessels of war in the West Indies, of which a list is herewith 
enclosed, are placed under your command; and you will distribute them to ‘such stations as shall appear 
to you best calculated to afford complete protection to our commerce, in which you will embrace the 
object of protecting the convoy of specie from Vera Cruz and the Mexican coast generally, to the United 
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States; keep one vessel, at least, upon this service, to be at or near Vera Cruz during the healthy season 
of the year, and to be relieved as occasion shall require, both for convoy of trade, and to bring specie to 
the United States—confining the transportation to the United States only. 

You will be particularly watchful to preserve the health of the officers and crews under your command, 
and to guard in every possible manner against the unhealthiness of the climate; not permitting any 
intercourse with the shore where the yellow fever prevails, except in cases of absolute necessity. 

Wishing you good health and a successful cruise, 
; Iam, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) SMITH THOMPSON. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


Navy Deparrment, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 5.) 


Captain Porter has the honor respectfully to state to the President of the United States, that, agree- 
ably to the suggestion of the President, he, on the 16th of last month, addressed a letter to the Secretary of 
the Navy, requesting an investigation of his conduct, in relation to the affair of Foxardo and the charges 
of Mr. Randal, as early as was consistent with the public interests; and on the same day he received 
what purported to be the Secretary’s reply, informing him the Executive had determined that a court 
should be formed, to examine into the occurrences, as soon as circumstances will permit. 

Captain P. consequently waited with patience until the 13th of this month, when, not being able to 
learn that any steps were taken towards the accomplishment of the Executive will, he again addressed 
the Secretary in the most urgent but respectful manner, to cause his conduct to be investigated, and 
allow him, if innocent, to relieve himself from the truly unpleasant situation in which the order for his 
recall has placed him. 

No notice has yet been taken of this request, and Captain P., despairing of justice from any other 
quarter, begs and entreats that the President of the United States will cause it to be rendered to him. 

Wasuineton, April 17, 1825. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


Navy Departament, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 5.) 


U. S. Sure Jonn Apams, Passage Island, November 15, 1824. 


Str: I have the honor to inform you that on my arrival at St. Thomas, I was informed that Lieut. 
Commandant Platt, of the United States schooner Beagle, who had visited Foxardo, a town on the east 
coast of Porto Rico, about two miles from the sea, for the purpose of making inquiries respecting a 
quantity of dry goods, supposed to have been deposited there by pirates, was, after being recognized as 
an American officer, by the proper authorities there, imprisoned and shamefully treated. 

Indignant at the outrages which have so repeatedly been heaped upon us by the authorities of Porto 
Rico, I proceeded to this place, where I left the ship, and taking with me the schooners Grampus and 
Beagle, and the boats of the John Adams, with Captain Dallas and part of his officers, seamen and 
marines, proceeded to the port of Foxardo, where, finding preparations were making to fire on us from 
the battery on shore, I sent a party of seamen and marines to spike the guns, which was done in a few 
minutes, as the Spaniards fled on the landing of the party. I then landed with two hundred men and 
marched to the town, spiking on the way the guns of a small battery, placed for the defence of a pass 
on the road, and reached the town in about thirty minutes after landing. I found them prepared for 
defence, as they received information from St. Thomas of my intentions of visiting the place. I halted 
about pistol shot from their forces, drawn up on the outskirts of the town, and sent in a flag requiring the 
alealde or governor, with the captain of the port, the principal offenders, to come to me to make 
atonement for the outrage, giving them one hour to deliberate. They appeared accordingly, and after 
begging pardon (in the presence of all the officers) of the officer who had been insulted, and expressing 
great penitence, I permitted them to return to the town, on their promising to respect all American 
officers who may visit them hereafter. We then returned to the vessels and left the harbor after being 
at anchor three hours. 

As we were getting under way, a number of persons appeared on the beach bearing a white flag, 
and having with them some bullocks and a number of horses, apparently laden—no doubt a present 
from the authorities of the place, which they informed me they should send me. 

There is no doubt that our persons and our flag will be more respected hereafter than they have been by 
the authorities of Porto Rico, 

Every officer and man on the occasion conducted themselves in a manner to meet my entire 


approbation. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


The Hon. Samvet L. Sovurnarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the original on file in this Departinent. 
CHAS. HAY. 

Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 

This paper admitted to have been received by the Department on December 4, 1824. 
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(No. 6.) 


U. S. Snir Jonn Apams, Thompson’s Island, January 30, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your orders of the 27th ult., informing me of 
your receipt of mine, of the 15th of November, relating what you have been pleased to term ‘‘ the 
extraordinary transactions at Foxardo,” and recalling me from my command for a full investigation of 
my conduct in that affair. 

Agreeably to your orders, I shall leave this place for Washington, ‘‘ without unnecessary delay,” and 
have taken measures to obtain all the testimony necessary, and such written evidence as I suppose 
useful; and on my arrival in the United States shall hold myself ready to justify my conduet in every 
particular, not only by the laws of nations and of nature, and by highly approved precedent, but, if 
necessary, by the orders of the Secretary of the Navy. 

To use the emphatic language of Mr. Adams, “by all the laws of neutrality and war, as well as of 
prudence and humanity,” I was warranted in chastising and intimidating the authorities of a place who 
had not only become the allies and protectors of outlaws and pirates, but our active enemies, by the 
imprisonment and forcible detention of an American officer while in the performance of his duties. 
“There will need,” continues Mr. Adams, ‘‘no citation from printed treatises on international law to 
prove the correctness of this principle. It is engraved in adamant on the common sense of mankind; no 
writer upon the laws of nations ever pretended to contradict it; none of any reputation or authority ever 
omitted to insert it.” 

I am willing, sir, to submit my conduct in this affair to the strictest investigation, and if I cannot 
justify it, I shall cheerfully submit to the severest punishment that can be inflicted; but if it shall 
appear that the motives which influenced me were founded in patriotism, that the necessity for my 
conduct really existed, and that ‘my vindication is written in every page of the law of nations, as well 
as the first law of nature—self defence,” I shall then hope that atonement will be made for the forcible 
withdrawal, for an alleged offence, from my command, by restoring me to my former station, and allowing 
me to retire from it in a manner more honorable to myself and my country, and less injurious to my 
feelings and character. 

This, sir, will be an act of justice that I hope will not be denied me. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) DAVID PORTER. 
Hon. Samvet L. Sovruarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHARLES HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 6.) 


U.S. Scnooner Beacie, St. Thomas, November 11, 1824. 


Str: At ten in the morning of the 26th of October last, I received intelligence that the American 
consul’s store had been forcibly entered on the preceding night, and robbed of goods to the amount of 
five thousand dollars. With this report, the American consul requested me, provided it would prove 
consistent with my duties, to sail in quest of those whom it was supposed had clandestinely left the 
harbor the night preceding, in a small boat, and generally believed by those acquainted in St. Thomas, 
to have proceeded to the port of Foxardo, on the east end of Porto Rico, I directly gave the necessary 
orders to prepare for sea; having received a good pilot on board, I was enabled, by noon, to proceed in 
quest of the marauders. 

Standing along the south side of Crabb Island, discovered a sloop in Settlement Bay; boarded her and 
received information of a piratical sloop-rigged boat to leeward, that had been for some time past infesting 
the coast. This information induced me to alter my course and steer for the west end of Crabb Island. 
At 10 A. M. discovered a sloop beating to windward, and the small sloop-rigged boat standing from 
the land. At 10.50, fired a shot to bring the sloop to; at 10.55, fired again; she hove about and stood 


for the land. Spoke the sloop ———, from St. Croix, bound to St. Thomas; made all sail for the sloop 
boat, which run into ——— Bay, and her crew abandoned her. At 11.15, came to, and took possession 


of the deserted boat. At 11.45, made sail and stood for the 8. E. end of Porto Rico; at sunset came to 
in the harbor of Port Foxardo. 

On the morning of the 27th, a creole visited me from shore, who bore an invitation from the com- 
mandant to me to visit him. At 7 A. M., in company with Lieut. Ritchie, the pilot and the consul’s clerk, 
I landed. For our better success we appeared in the characters of citizens. On my reaching the shore, 
the register of my vessel was demanded. I explained the object of my visit, and the policy of my 
appearing in disguise. This, however, proved of no avail; I was not allowed to proceed to Foxardo. 
Supposing that the person who made these demands had no authority to detain me, I, in company with 
Lieut. Ritchie, proceeded to the port of Foxardo, and explained in the most satisfactory manner, to the 
captain of the port, the object cf my visit, and produced a private letter from Mr. Cabot, American 
consul, to a merchant in that place, in relation to the service in which we were engaged. 

Having observed the necessary forms and ceremonies with regard to the captain of the port, we 
then waited upon the alcalde, and further acquainted him with our mission, &c., who proffered us every 
assistance; having made a few inquiries in some of the retail stores, which had an immediate tendency 
to bring to light any who may have been engaged in this traffic, we received a positive order to repair 
to the alcalde’s house, where we weve also received by the captain of the port, who damned us as pirates, 
and requested of me, register, papers, &c., &c. I stated I possessed no register; I carried no papers, 
other than my commission, and that of my officers; we were seized as culprits, and conveyed to prison. 
To satisfy them of my real character, of which they pretended they had no positive proof, I consented, 
though repungnant to my feelings, to have my commission sent me. After its production they declared 
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it a forgery, and again remanded us to prison, declaring he would not release us until he had heard from 
St. Johns. I then demanded to know what was further required; the reply was, ‘‘ your appointment as 
lieutenant commandant of that vessel is what you must produce.” 

I at first hesitated, and would not comply; but not wishing on my part to commit any action which 
might have a tendency to disturb the harmony existing between our respective governments, I produced 
my appointment as lieutenant commandant. <A council of oflicers was called with other citizens of the place, 
who, after having heaped upon us the most shameful outrages, permitted us to depart on board. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) CHAS. T. PLATT, Lieut. Commandant U. S. Schooner Beagle. 


To Com, D, Porter, U. S. Navy. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the files of this Department. 
CHAS, HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1820, 





(No. 7.) 
Wasuineton, March 16, 1825. 


Sir: It is now sixteen days since I had the honor to report to you my arrival here, in obedience to 
your orders, of 27th December, and I have anxiously since awaited your further instructions. 

I am aware, sir, of the interruptions the recent changes in government, and other circumstances, 
have occasioned to the transaction of public business; and however irksome and uncertain may be my 
present situation, and, whatever anxiety I may feel on the occasion, it is not my wish to press on the 
Department my own afliairs in preference to those of more importance; I cannot, however, help requesting 
that there may be as little delay in the investigation of my conduct, both as regards the affair at Foxardo, 
and the statements of Mr. Randall and Mountain, as is Consistent with the public interests. 

The state of ignorance and uncertainty in which I have been kept, as to the intentions of the govern- 
ment, and the desire of vindicating myself to the government and the public, and relieving myself from a 
species of suspension and supposed condemnation, must be my apology for now troubling you. 

Officers continue to make me their reports, and to request of me orders. Not knowing whether the 
Department still consider me in command of the West Indies squadron, I have been at a loss how to act; 
will you be pleased to instruct me on the subject? 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


Hon. Samve. L. Sovrnarp. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1825, 





(No. 7.) 


Sr. Tuomas, November 12, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that the store of Cabot, Bailey & Co., was broken open on the 
night of the 24th ultimo, and property to a considerable amount stolen; and having strong reasons to 
believe that the robbery was committed by a gang of tuieves, who harbor in the Island of Porto Rico, I 
communicated the same to Captain Platt, of the United States schooner Beagle, and he very promptly 
offered to go there in pursuit of them, and started for Foxardo on the morning of the 25th, with a pilot, 
which I furnished him, and a young man from the counting house, with a description of the goods, and a 
letter of introduction to Mr. Juan Campos, from one of the most respectable houses in this place, and well 
known in that quarter. The manner in which Captain Platt was received and treated has, no doubt, been 
communicated to you by him. 

I beg leave to enclose a letter from Messrs. Bergeest & Whlhorn, confirming the facts of the late 
robberies in this island, having in most instances been traced to the quarter of Porto Rico, where Captain 
Platt went. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed ) STEPHEN CABOT, United States Consular Agent. 


To Commodore Davin Porter. 
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the files of this Department. 

CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 8.) 
Wasntneton, April 13, 1825. 
Sir: I hope it will not be considered obtrusive in me to remind you of the extremely unpleasant 
situation in which your orders of the 27th December have placed me. 
You will recollect, no doubt, that they required me to repair to this place without unnecessary delay, 
to explain my conduct in relation to the Foxardo affair; from this positive injunction, they deprive me of 
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the opportunity, without taking on myself great responsibility, of obt lining by personal application the 
written testimony necessary in the case; not knowing the causes which influenced you in urging my 
recall so spee dily, and not wishing to have unnecessary delay ascribed to any wish on my part, the day 
of my arrival here (the Ist of March,) I reported to you my attendance on your further orders. No notice 
being paid to this report, after an interview had with the President, I again addressed you at his sugges- 
tion, on the 16th of the same month, and on the same day I rece sived your letter apprising me that by. the 
determination of the Executive, a court of inquiry would be formed, to examine into the occurrences at 
Foxardo, as well as the charges of Mr. Randall, so soon as circumstances will permit. 

Since that time, I have waited patiently your convenience, regardless of the anxiety and importunity 
of my friends, not wishing to press my business on you to the exclusion of matters which might now 
appear to you of more importance to the public interest than the investigation of my conduct in the 
Foxardo affair, or the charges against myself and others as contained -in ‘Mr. tandall’s statements. I 
must beg leave to observe to you, however, that the manner of my recall proves that, at the time your 
order of the 27th December was issued, the investigation of the affair which caused it was considered of 
great national importance, and a note subsequently received from Mr. Monroe not only confirms this 
belief, but proves that he still thought so after he had gone out of office. I must also beg leave to 
observe, that whatever opinion may be entertained now, the punishment to me is none the less on account 
of the change, if any change has taken place. The aff: tir of Foxardo was the occasion of my recall—the 
affair of Foxardo was the occasion of my being displaced from my command—it is that affair which now 
keeps me suspended from the exercise of my oflicial functions—it was that which caused you to pronounce 
censure on me, to punish and degrade me, before any complaint against me, before trial, and before I was 
called on for explanation. 

If, sir, opinion is changed; if, by information since received from other quarters, you have been 
induced to believe that the public interests do not require so much haste in the investigation as you at 
first supposed, it would seem but just that my own anxieties and the anxieties of those whose peace of 
mind | regard, and good opinion I highly respect, should be relieved by some intimation of your inten- 
tions with regard to me; that-there should be, in fact, some relaxation in the severity of the course adopted 
toward me. 

It is with reluctance that I trouble you with any complaint whatever; but I feel that I should neither 
do my duty to myself, to what I owe to others, and indeed to the service to which I belong, if by a longer 
silence I gave reason to believe that I acquiesced in a course of conduct toward me, which, when a full 
investigation takes place, and all the facts are known, few, I think, will acknowledge is founded on justice. 

The Executive, it appears, has decided that a court of inquiry shall be ordered to investigate my 
conduct. Why then deprive me of the opportunity of making my explanation, by delaying the execution 
of the Exceutive will? Upwards of six weeks have elapsed since I reported my arrival here, and as yet 
I only know the determination of the Executive. 

The time when, the place where, and by whom the investigation is to be made, are unknown to me; 
no definite period is fixed on for the holding of the court, and I therefore most respectfully ask what is 
your determination with respect to me? that I may know what course of conduct it would be proper for 
me to pursue, 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 


Honorable Samven L. Sovurnarp. 


I certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk 


Navy Department, July 6, 1825 





(No. 8.) 


\ 


Sir: At the request of our friend, Mr. Stephen Cabot, we beg leave to state to you some facts rela- 
tive to the robbery lately committed in this iskand. ’ 

Our own store, and, amongst others, those of our neighbors, Messrs. Ellis, Gibson & Co., John Kettle, 
Esq., Robert Alexander, Esq., Saubot, Zobert & Co., were forcibly broken open, property to a very 
Jarge amount stolen, and a considerable part of the goods traced to Nagaubo, near Foxardo; in conse- 
quence of which, and the circumstance that about ten days previous to the robbery committed in the 
store of Messrs. Cabot, Bailey & Co., a gang of desperate thieves made their escape from the prison at 
the city of Puerto Rico; as also every search had been made here on shore, as well as in the harbor, 
and nothing discovered, except that the goods stolen had been carried off by the sea side, induced us to 
recommend to those gentlemen sending down a person to Foxardo, as being probably the means of tracing 
the robbers. 

Desirous of assisting our friends Messrs. Cabot, Bailey & Co. in this object, we gave one of their 
clerks, and whom we undertood was to go down in the U. S. schooner Be: agle, a letter of recommenda- 
tion to our friend, Mr. Juan Campos, in Foxardo, who had, on former occasions of the same nature, been 
the means of discove ring the property and perpetrators, in the case of Messrs. Ellis, Gibson & Co., and 
our own. 

We have the honor to be, with sentiments of the highest regard, sir, 
Your obedient humble servants, 
BERGEEST & WHLHORN. 

Sr. Tuomas, November 11, 1824. 

To Commodore Davin Porter. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the files of this Department. 

CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 

Navy Department, July 6, 1825 
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(No. 9.) 
Meripian Hr1, June 14, 1825. 


Str: I have received your letter of yesterdgy’s date, acknowledging the receipt of a pamphlet pub- 
lished by me, respecting the proceedings of the court of inquiry, and transactions at Foxardo; and 
expressing your surprise that I should have considered it proper, while my case and the report of the 
court of inquiry were still under consideration of the Executive, to make a publication relating thereto; 
and especially a publication in so many respects deficient and inaccurate. 

I beg leave to state to you, that the publication alluded to was put to press, and nearly ready for 
distribution, before I received any intimation from you of an opinion on the part of the Executive that 
further proceedings in the case were deemed necessary; an intimation which occasioned to me great sur- 
prise, and it was only the hope of removing from the mind of the Executive an idea of this necessity 
which induced me to circulate it, after being so notified, as you will perceive by the note accompanying 
the pamphlet sent you a few days after your notification; a notification which, pardon me, sir, I did 
believe was intended for the sole purpose of stopping my publication, as I could find no other motive for 
it, nor have I yet been able to find any other, as I am to this day not arrested, as I was informed by you 
I should be in a few days. 

If, by an intimation of the deficiencies and inaccuracies which my pamphlet contains, it is intended 
to convey the idea of a willful misrepresentation on my part, I beg you to point out in what it con- 
sists. The record of the proceedings as published is copied from the record of the judge advocate, and 
the documents, whether rejected or otherwise, for or against me, so far as I could possess myself of them, 
accompany the publication; and I certainly have not omitted any against me, that were admitted by the 
court as testimony; to the contrary, I have inserted one of that character which was rejected by the 
court as unauthentic, to wit, the Porto Rico publication. There are one or two trifling typographical 
errors, the most important of which is the word clothes instead of colors, in the testimony of Mr. Platt, 
page 15, and I think an omission to italicise the words “fearful odds,” in page 37, which surely cannot 
be the inaccuracies and deficiencies alluded to, as the first error is calculated to operate against myself, and 
the other, if it really exists, is of no importance. There is also an unimportant letter from you to the 
court, transmitting the rejected documents, which by a note in page 31, and the report of the court, 
which, by a remark in page 32, I acknowledge not to be in my possession. 

The first was refused to me by the judge advocate; the latter I am still ignorant of, but the publica- 
tion of both I now respectfully invite. 

The anonymous publication in yesterday’s Journal, of the same date of your letter, taken in 
connection with the language of it, leaves no doubt of the source whence it originated; I, consequently, 
considering my relationship to the Department, feel restrained from making suitable comments thereon; 
it is, therefore, only left for me to express the hope that the promised period for rectifying the errors and 
supplying the deficiencies which are said to exist in the pamphlet, may soon arrive; and until it does, I 
hereby voluntarily pledge my ‘“ sacred honor” that none will appear in it, except those I have indicated, 
so far as I could, by every effort on my part, obtain a knowledge of the proceedings of the court, and I 
have no doubt I have obtained them correctly. 

If it is intended to intimate that the reasonings contained in my defence are fallacious, and present 
an improper view of the subject, I can only say that they are the expressions of my honest, unaided 
opinions and convictions, and that I should have delivered them before the court, had I been allowed the 
opportunity of doing so. They are before the public; the public will judge of their value, and I now 
more than ever feel the necessity of appealing to its decision. 

I am not impatient of it, and wait the convenience of the Department, in whatever measures it may 
think proper to adopt towards me. 

I take the liberty to remind you that I am still ignorant of the opinion of the court of inquiry on the 
charges of Messrs. Randall and Mountain, and to request that it may be laid before the public, that it 
may be able to judge whether I am innocent or guilty of them. If the court have pronounced me inno- 
cent, I am entitled to all the benefits of their opinion; if I am guilty, I am unworthy of holding my com- 
mission, and should wish no longer to disgrace it. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 


Hon. Sami. L. Sournarp. 
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the original in this Department. 

* CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 10.) 
Wasuixeton, Jay 2, 1825. 

Sir: The accompanying pamphlet, which was put to press shortly after the proceedings of the court of 
inquiry on the Foxardo affair, contains all the explanations I shall ever be able to make, in justification 
of my conduct. 

I never had, at any time, any doubts of the propriety of the course I pursued, nor have I now; and 
it will be the source of great regret to me, if, after a perusal of the pamphlet, further proceedings in the 
case should be thought necessary. 

If it be thought that I have erred in judgment, the purity of my intentions, I presume, cannot be 
doubted. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Saw’t L. Sovrnarp. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 
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(No. 11.) 


The pamphlet referred to in the second specification, is inserted after No. 43. 





(No. 12.) 


Captain Porter having examined the proposed interrogatories of Mr. Monroe, on the part of the judge 
advocate, is, after mature reflection, and with the best advice in his power to obtain, utterly at a loss to 
conceive by what authority the proposed commission to examine Mr. Monroe in the manner proposed, has 
been claimed by the judge advocate; or how any evidence to be taken under it, can be admitted in the 
place of the testimony of the witness, in person, before the court; or what legitimate relation or bearing 
the evidence which the said interrogatories import an intention to produce, can have to any matter 
involved in the present trial. 

Having repeatedly called upon the judge advocate for some precise specification of the circumstances 
wherein the supposed guilt implied by the accusation, under the head of the second charge, consists, and 
of the gist or point of the accusation to which the proposed evidence applies, he forbears any further 
attempt to penetrate the mysterious and studied silence, by which all reasonable information on this 
point is concealed. He therefore, simply proposes the following interrogatories on his part; being all 
that, under present circumstances, he can conjecture to be at all pertinent to any fact of which the judge 
advucate’s interrogatories indicate an intention to make inquiry and proof. But he does so under a 
solemn protest against the legality, the justice, and the fairness, upon any principle of law, equity, or 
sandor, of the whole proceedings, and distinctly reserving to himself, when the execution of this preten- 
ded commission shall be produced, every proper exception to the regularity or competency of such com- 
mission, and of the execution of the same; and to the pertinency and admissibility of any evidence to be 
offered under it; if to him it shall seem necessary or proper to interpose such exceptions. 





(No. 13.) 


For the original record of the proceedings of the court of inquiry, see page 133. 





(No. 14.) 


Menripran Hitt, June 15, 1825. 
Sir: In consequence of an anonymous publication which appeared in your paper of the 14th, and 
dated the 13th, respecting my pamphlet containing the proceedings in the Foxardo affair, &c., I have to 
request you to publish the accompanying correspondence. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 
Mr. Peter Force. 


Navy Department, May 28, 1825. 

Sir: The court of inquiry, lately assembled at the Navy yard, Washington, has closed its examina- 
tion into the matters submitted to it, and made report to the Department. 

I am instructed by the Executive to inform you that it has been found necessary that further pro- 
ceedings should be had in relation to the transactions at Foxardo, and that, in the course of a few days, 
charges will be preferred, you will be arrested, and a court-martial summoned for your trial. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
SAML. L. SOUTHARD. 


Capt. Davin Porter, U. S. Navy. 


Wasurneton, May 30, 1825. 
Sir: Late on Saturday night (the 28th) I received from your messenger your communication of that 
date, informing me that the court of inquiry had closed its examination into the matters submitted to it, 
and made report to the Department; also, apprising me of the intentions of the Executive with regard 


to me. 
Ignorant, as I am, of the report of the court, I can form no idea of the nature of the charges 


intended to be preferred against me, the motives of the Executive, or the object of the notification. I 
have the honor, therefore, to ask of you the necessary information to enable me to prepare for my 


defence. ; 
With great respect, your very obedient servant, D. PORTER. 


Hon. Saumur. L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Wasuineton, June 2, 1825. 
Sir: The accompanying pamphlet, which was put to press shortly after the termination of the pro- 
ceedings of the court of inquiry on the Foxardo affair, contains all the explanations I shall ever be able 


to make in justification of my conduct. 
I never had, at any time, any doubts of the propriety of the course I pursued—nor haye I now; and 


it will be the source of great regret to me, if, after a perusal of the pamphlet, further proceedings in the 
case should be thought necessary. 
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If it be thoueht that Ihave erred in judgment, the purity of my intentions, I presume, cannot be 


doubted. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 
Ifon. Sauven L. Sovrmarp. 
Navy Department, June 13, 


Str: Your letter, transmitting a pamphlet respecting the proceedings of the court of inquiry, and 
the transactions at Foxardo, &., was received, and the copy, endorsed for the President, immediately 
delivered to him. 

It is the cause of surprise that you should have considered it proper, while your case and the report 
of the court of inquiry were still under the consideration of the Executive, to make a publication relat- 
ing thereto, and especially a publication in so many respects deficient and inaccurate. 

I am, respectfully, &e., : 
SAML. L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Daviv Porrrer, U.S. Navy. 

Mertptran Hint, June 14, 1825. 


Sir: IT have received your letter of yesterday’s date, acknowledging the receipt of a pamphlet pub- 
lished by me, respecting the proceedings of the court of inquiry, and transactions at Foxardo, &e., and 
expressing your surprise that I should have considered it proper, while my case and the report of the 
court of inquiry were still under consideration of the Executive, to make a publication relating thereto, 
and especially a publication in so many respects ‘ deficient and inaccurate.” 

I bee leave to state to you that the publication alluded to was put to press and nearly ready for dis- 
tribution before I received any intimation from you of an opinion on the part of the Executive that 
further proceedings in the case were deemed necessary; an intimation which occasioned to me great 
surprise, and it was only with the hope of removing from the mind of the Executive an idea of this 
necessity, which induced me to circulate it after being so notified, as you will perecive by the note accom- 
panying the pamphlet sent you a few days after your notification; which, pardon me, sir, I did believe 
was intended for the sole purpose of stopping my publication, as 1 could find no other motive for it, nor 
have I yet been able to find any other, as I am to this day not arrested, as I was informed by you I 
should be. 

If, by an intimation of the deficiencies and inaccuracies which my pamphlet contains, it is intended 
to convey the idea of a willful misrepresentation on my part, I beg you to point out in what it consists. 

The record of the proceedings, as published, is copied from the record of the judge advocate; and 
the documents, whether rejected or otherwise, for or against me, so far as IT could possess myself of them, 
accompanying the publication; and I certainly have not omitted any against me that were admitted by 
the court as testimony; to the contrary, I have inserted one of that character which was rejected by the 
court as unauthentic, to wit, the Porto Rico government publication. 

There are one or two trifling typographical errors, the most important of which is the word clothes 
instead of colors, in the testimony of Mr. Platt, page 15, and I think an omission to italicise the words 
“fearful odds,” in page 37, which surely cannot be the inaccuracies and deficiencies alluded to, as the 
first error is calculated to operate against myself, and the other, if it really exists, is of no importance. 
There is also an unimportant letter from you to the court, transmitting the rejected documents, which by 
a note in page 31, and the report of the court, which by a remark in page 32, I acknowledge not to be in 
my possession. ‘The first was refused to me by the judge advocate. The latter Lam still ignorant of; 
but the publication of both I now respectfully invite. 

The anonymous production in yesterday’s Journal, of the same date of your letter, taken in con- 
nection with the language of it, leaves no doubt of the source whence it originated. I, consequently, 
considering my relationship to the Department, feel restrained from making suitable comments thereon. 
It is, therefore, only left for me to express the hope that the promised period for rectifying the errors 
and supplying the deficiencies which are said to exist in the pamphlet may soon arrive; and until it 
does, I hereby voluntarily pledge my ‘sacred honor” that none will appear in it, except those I have 
indicated, so far as I could, by every effort on my part, obtain a knowledge of the proceedings of the 
court, and I have no doubt I have obtained them correctly. 

If it is intended to intimate that the reasons contained in my defence are fallacious, and present an 
improper view of the subject, I can only say they are the expressions of ny honest, unaided opinion and 
convictions, and that I should have delivered them before the court, had I been allowed the opportunity 
of doing so. They are before the public; the public will judge of their value; and IT now more than 
ever feel the necessity of appealing to its decision, I am not impatient of it, and wait the convenience 
of the Department in whatever measures it may think proper to adopt towards me. 

I take the liberty to remind you that Iam still ignorant of the opinion of the court of inquiry on 
the charges of Messrs. Randall and Mountain, and to request that it may be laid before the public, that 
it may be able to judge whether I am innocent or guilty of them. 

If the court has pronounced me innocent, IT am entitled to all the benefits of their opinion; if I am 
guilty, Lam unworthy of holding my commission, and should wish no longer to disgrace it. 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


Hon. Samven L. Sournarp. 


(No. 15.) 


Variances, &c. 
Pamphlet, p. 11, 7th line—“ Into the matters aforesaid,” original matter, 21st line—“ And (it) is 
also empowered;” original, 7 omitted. 


P. 13, 38d paragraph—in pamphlet—‘“ Captain David Porter also appeared, and being asked whether 
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he had any objection to offer against cither of the members of the court, replied that he had no specific 
objection to individuals, but he objected to the materials of which the court was composed; and stated 
further that he had some remarks to make on the subject, as well as on the precept; that he did not think 
the court was legally formed. The oath,’ &e. 

The original record reads: 

“Captain David Porter also appeared, and being asked whether he had any objection to offer against 
either of the members of the court, replied that he had no specific objection to urge, but that he had 
some remarks which he wished to submit to the consideration of the court after it was organized, and 
previous to its proceeding to make the investigation for which it was convened. Whereupon the oath,” &c. 

P. 15, line 27—after the word breakfast, “about an hour after I finished my breakfast” I received, 
&e.; the words between inverted commas omitted. Line 38—clothes instead of colors. 

P. 16, 10th line from bottom—cofined instead of confined. 

P. 17, end of third line, my omitted. 

P. 20, Tth line from bottom, after the word court, the paper was, omitted in pamphlet. 

P. 22, 3d line of the proceedings of Thursday, receiving instead of perusing. 2d line of last para- 
graph, (marked F,) not in original. 

P. 28, first line, after paper, “it was accordingly read, annexed to the record, and marked F,” omit- 
ted. Lith line from bottom, after the word which, the words “hoids the highest commission which” 
omitted in pamphlet. 

P. 26, 8th line from the bottom of the text, the word some omitted before resistance. 

P. 27, 9th line, the first word then not in original, 2d paragraph, were instead of being, and the 
sentence made to end at men, instead of going on through the paragraph. 

P. 29, 18th line from bottom, the word up not in original. 

P. 80, 2d paragraph, half-past ten instead of fio. 

P. 31, the sentence ‘The judge advocate informed the court that he should probably be in posses- 
sion of more testimony to submit to-morrow, but had none to lay before the court at this time,” omitted 
before the adjournment till 12 o’clock to-moruow, and the two sentences after that adjournment not in 
original, , 

In the proceedings of Saturday, Ist paragraph, the original reads “ Present: all the members of the 
court, the judge advocate, and Captain Porter.” 2d paragraph, the communication from the Secretary 
of the Navy, marked (G), not inserted in the pamphlet. 

P. 32, the third paragraph not in the original. A note attached on the original record, at the end of 
the first paragraph, omitted. The 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th paragraphs all vary from the original, and the 
report of the court is entirely omitted. 

The communication from the Secretary of the Navy, not introduced into the original record, but 
annexed to the subsequent proceeding; and the word proposed, at the end of the 4th paragraph, instead 
of prepared, 

Tn the documents, given in evidence, the original record gives: 

No. 1. Letter from Captain Porter to Secretary of Navy, of November 15, 1824. 

No, 2. Same to same, January 1, 1825, 





No. 3. Stephen Cabot to Commodore Porter, November 12, 1824. 
No. 4. Bergeest and Ulhorn to same, November 11, 1824: 

No. 5. Charles T. Platt to same, November 11, 1824. 

No. 6. Seeretary of Navy to same, February 1, 1823. 


In the pamphlet, pp. 43, &e., the papers 3, 4, 5, are transposed; No. 6 wholly omitted, and one 
inserted as No. 6, which never was submitted to the court in that investigation. 

Page 34, 5th line from bottom, were instead of was. 

Pave 36, commencement of 6th paragraph, the words “I beg leave to state further that” omitted. 
Same paragraph, 3d line, after court, the origimal reads ‘and I should now waive all objections,” &e. 
Same paragraph, 3d line from bottom, the word as not in the record. 

Page 37, 3d line, the word formed omitted in the pamphlet, before regulated. 9th line of 2d para- 
graph, the design instead of designed. 9th and 8th lines from bottom of paper B, ‘ considering the fearful 
odds I have to contend against,” italicised in the original. 

Page 71, 3d and 4th lines of 3d paragraph, fo any subject instead of to the subject. 

Page 42, 11th line of 2d paragraph, @ power instead of tts power. 





(No. 16.) 


In the case of Captain David Porter, now before the general court-martial at the Marine barracks at 
Washington, it is hereby agreed, by and between the judge advocate and the said Captain D, Porter, that 
the following statement of facts is true, and that the attendance of witnesses to prove the same is dis- 
pensed with on each side: 

Captain Porter did, on the 28th day of: May, 1824, write a letter to the Secretary of the Navy, a true 
copy of which is hereunto aimexed, and did dispatch the same from the place where it purports to have 
been written, by Lieutenant Legare, of the United States schooner Wild Cat, to deliver the same to the 
Seeretary of the Navy. 

It is agreed, also, that Lieutenant Legare sailed in the United States schooner Wild Cat, from Matan- 
zas, for Washington, on the 29th day of May, 1824, with the said letter of the 28th, and that Captain 
Porter sailed from the same place, Matanzas, on the 15th day of June following. 

Lieutenant Legare did arrive at the city of Washington, and did deliver the same to the Secretary 
of the Navy, at his house, in the city of Washington, on the evening of June 24th, 1824. 

Captain Porter arrived in the city of Washington, in the Sea Gull, some time on the same 24th day 
of June, some hours previous to the arrival of Lieutenant Legare, having passed him in the river, on his 
way up. The arrival of Captain Porter was announced to the Secretary of the Navy, one or two hours 
before the arrival of Lieutenant Legare, and the delivery of the said letter at the house of the Secretary, 
who thereupon expressed great surprise at receiving the intelligence, and stated it to have been wholly 
unexpected by him. 
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(No. 17.) 
The Secretary of the Navy requests Messrs. Gales and Seaton to inform him from whom they received 
t’ e correspondence which was published in the “ Daily National Intelligencer,” of the 30th of March last, 
purporting to be correspondence between the Secretary of the Navy and Commodore David Porter. 
Navy Deparrent, April 15, 1825. 





(No. 18.) 


The Secretary of the Navy presents his respects to Messrs. Gales and Seaton, and informs them that 
his object in writing the note to which theirs of the 16th is an answer, was to discover whether the cor- 
respondence referred to was communicated by an officer of the navy, and if so, by what officer. 

The Secretary of the Navy believes that it was improper in any officer, under the circumstances of 
the case, to communicate that correspondence to the public. He would, therefore, be gratified to learn 
who the officer is, if Messrs. Gales and Seaton feel perfectly at liberty to give the information. He 
wishes not, however, to create the slightest difficulty between them and their correspondent, or to obtain 
from them what it would be in the least improper for them to communicate. 

Navy Department, April 18, 1825. 





(No. 19.) 


‘opies of letters from Gales and Seaton to the Secretary of the Navy. 

Gales and Seaton have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the Hon. Secretary of 
the Navy, requesting them ‘‘to inform him from whom they received the correspondence which was pub- 
lished in the Daily National Intelligencer, of the 30th of March last, purporting to be a correspondence 
between the Secretary of the Navy and Commodore D. Porter.” G. and 3. have the honor to state, in 
reply to this note, that the copy of the correspondence was received from an officer of the navy. If it 
be not genuine, or be incorrect, the name of the communicator will be instantly disclosed to the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

Orrice oF THE NationaL INTELLIGENCER, April 16, 1825. 

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER, April 19, 1820. 

Gales and Seaton present their respects to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, acknowledging the receipt 
of his note of the date of yesterday. In seeking for their readers, from sources accessible to them, infor- 
mation of an authentic nature concerning a matter already spread before the public by official documents, 
they were not aware that they should for themselves, or for the gentleman who kindly furnished the 
copies of the papers referred to, incur the disapprobation of the Department. 

The authenticity of those papers not being questioned, and the name of the officer being desired, it 
would appear, only to disapprove of his conduct, the editors being unwilling to compromit any one for a 
service rendered to them, if not the public, take leave most respectfully to decline a compliance with the 
request of the Hon. Secretary, assuring him at the same time, with great sincerity, that there is not an 
officer in this government to whose known wishes it would give them greater pleasure at any time to 
accede. 

P. S.—It can hardly be necessary to state that, in coming to the conclusion above stated, G. and 8. 
have not held any consultation with their correspondent who furnished the papers in question. 





(No. 20.) 
Commodore Porter. 

We have been informed that, though in point of fact we were not in error in our note appended to 
remarks taken from the Cincinnati Gazette, and inserted in ours of the 28th instant, yet, notwithstanding 
that, Commodore Porter no longer holds command of the West India squadron. We have, therefore, with 
a view of it being correct and preventing wrong impressions, sought, and obtained, copies of the corre- 
spondence on the subject of the recall of Commodore Porter, which we can see no impropriety in publish- 
ing at this time, as the letters have no bearing on the merits of the question to be hereafter decided, as to 
the correctness or incorrectness of his conduct in the Foxardo affair. 

It has been publicly and officially announced by the late President of the United States, to Congress, 
that Commodore Porter has, in consequence of that affair, been recalled, and it is proper that the nation 
should know the true position of the case. The Executive, no doubt, conceived itself to be right in recall- 
ing him, and from the confident tone of the commodore’s reply, there can be as little doubt that he thinks 
himself right in what he has done. If he can justify himself no evil can result to him from what has 
taken place; if he cannot, he can have no objection in submitting to the punishment he has volunteered 
to suffer. 

The “instructions ” to the commodore have been communicated to Congress by the Navy Department, 
and the public can form an opinion how far he can sustain himself by them. It remains to be seen how 
far he can justify himself by the ‘laws of nature and of nations,’ and by highly approved precedent. 


Navy Department, December 27, 1825. 


Sir: Your letter of the 15th of November last, relating to the extraordinary transactions at Foxardo, 
in the Island of Porto Rico, on the — of that month, bas been received and considered. 
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It isnot intended, at this time, to pronounce an opinion on the propriety of those transactions on your 

art, but their importance demands for them a full investigation, and you will proceed without unneces- 
sary delay to this place, to furnish such explanations as may be required, of everything connected with 
their cause, origin, progress, and termination. For that purpose, you will bring with you those officers 
whose testimony is necessary, particularly Lieut. Platt, and such written evidence as you may suppose 





useful. 
You will return in such convenient vessel as may be best spared from the squadron, and on your 


leaving the station, you will deliver the command to Captain Warrington, with all such papers, instruc- 
tions, and information as may be useful to enable him in the most effectual manner to accomplish all the 
objects for which the vessels now under your command were placed there. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, dc. 


U.S. Sure Jonny ApAus, Thompson’s Island, January 30, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your orders of the 27th ultimo, informing me of 
your reception of mine of the 15th of November, relating to what you have been pleased to term “ the 
extraordinary transactions at Foxardo,” and recalling me from my command for a full investigation of my 
conduct in that affair. 

Agreeably to your orders, I shall leave this place for Washington ‘‘ without unnecessary delay,” and 
have taken measures to obtain all the testimony necessary, and such written evidence as I suppose useful, 
and on my arrival in the United States shall hold myself ready to justify my conduct in every particular, 
not only by the laws of nations and of nature, and by highly approved precedent, but, if necessary, by 
the orders of the Secretary of the Navy. 

To use the emphatic language of Mr. Adams, “ by all the laws of neutrality and war, as well as of 
prudence and humanity,” I was warranted in chastising and intimidating the authorities of a place who 
had not only become the allies and protectors of outlaws and pirates, but our active enemies, by the 
imprisonment and forcible detention of an American officer while in the performance of his duties. ‘‘ There 
will need,” continues Mr. Adams, “no citation from printed treatises on international law to prove the 
correctness of this principle. It is engraved in adamant on the common sense of mankind. No writer 
upon the law of nations ever pretended to contradict it; none of any reputation or authority ever omitted 
to insert it.” 

Iam willing, sir, to submit my conduct in this affair to the strictest investigation, and, if I cannot 
fully justify it, I shall cheerfully submit to the severest punishment that can be inflicted. But, if it shall 
appear that the motives which influenced me were founded in patriotism, that the necessity for my con- 
duct really existed, and that “my vindication is written in every page of the law of nations, as well as 
the first law of nature, self defence,’”’ I shall then hope that atonement will be made for this forcible with- 
drawal, for an alleged offence, from my command, by restoring to me my former station, and allowing me 
to retire from it in a manner more honorable to myself and country, and less injurious to my feelings and 
character. 

This, sir, will be an act of justice that I hope will not be denied to me. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 


Hon. Samvet L. Sovtnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Extract of a letter from Com. Porter to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Wasuineton, March 16, 1825. 


Officers continue to make to me their reports and to request of me orders. Not knowing whether 
the Department still consider me in command of the West India squadron, I have been at a loss how to 


act. Will you be pleased to instruct me on the subject? 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servaut, 
D. PORTER 


Hon, Sami. L. Sovrnarn. 
Extract of a letter from Hon. Samuel L. Southard to Commodore Porter, dated— 
Navy Department, March 16, 1825. 


It was the intention of the Department, in orderiug Captain Warrington to the West Indies, to relieve 


you from the command of the squadron there. 
I am, respectfully, &c., SAML L SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, U. S. Navy. Present. 





(No. 21.) 
GeorcEtown, May 21, 1825. 


Sir: After mature reflection, I regret that it is out of my power to comply with the request made on 
your behalf, for a part of the record of the proceedings of the court of inquiry, in relation to the Foxardo 
affair, which your clerk accidentally omitted to copy. So long as you participated in the proceedings of 
the court, and the investigation remained uncompleted, I considered myself as authorized to communicate 
to you the proceedings of the court. The investigation is, however, now completed—the record has been 
transmitted to the Department, and is beyond my control. My impression is that I am not at liberty to. 
communicate my private notes of the proceedings of the court under these circumstances, particularly for 
the purpose of being copied, without the knowledge and consent of the government. I presume, however, 
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that on an application to the Department, a more correct transcript of the proceedings of the court will 
be furnished you than it is in my power to afford. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, RICIVD S. COXE. 


Commodore Porter. 





(No, 22.) 


It is admitted that Mr. Simpson, representing himself as acting for Captain Porter, called on me at 
my house, and requested to be furnished with a certain part of the evidence given before the court of 
inquiry, alleging that a chasm existed, and showing me a memorandum in the handwriting of Captain 
Porter, by which it appeared that the chasm existed in the testimony of Captain Dallas, which is now 
published in the pamphlet, beginning at p. 25, and ending, according to my recollection, at the end of the 
first paragraph on p. 27. Doubting the propriety at that time of furnishing my private notes, after con- 
sulting the members of the court of inquiry, I sent the letter of the 21st of May, as my answer to this 
application. On the same day on which it was sent, Licutenant Farragut came into the room where the 
court of inquiry was engaged in the second subject of investigation, and mentioned to me that Commodore 
Porter wished to have the letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the court, referred to in the preeeed- 
ings of the court, of Saturday, May 7th. I replied to him that the original was annexed to the record, 
and transmitted to the Department, nearly a fortuight since, and that I had no copy; it was therefore 
impossible forme to comply with the application; I handed to Mr. Farragut, at the time of this conversation, 
(whether before or after I cannot positively say, but I think immediately after) the letter which was then 
written, and was I believe lying on the table sealed when he came in. 

The foregoing paper was handed to Captain Porter by the judge advocate, July 25th, and returned 
by him on the 26th. 





(No, 22.) 
Wasninaton, July 27, 1825. 

Sir: In answer to a question put to me yesterday by the court-martial, I declined giving the name 
of the person who was our authority for a certain paragraph contained in the Intelligencer of May 5th, 
My unwillingness to answer the question directly, proceeded not from a belief that the gentleman con- 
cerned would feel himself aggrieved by a disclosure of his name, but froma regard for a principle which 
I deem it important to observe, and a respect for which dictated my answer to a similar question pro- 
pounded to me by the court the day preceding, in reference to another publication in the Intelligencer, 
It is due to the gentleman who communicated to us the statement embraced in the paragraph of May 
5th, to acquaint you now with the fact, that having heard of my refusal to give up his name, he iminediately 
addressed to me a note, desiring unequivocally that I should not be restrained by any considerations of 
delicacy towards him from giving his name to the court, as it was his intention, in marking his note of 
May Sth “private,” only to withhold his name from the newspaper. 

This statement is due to the frankness of the gentléman making the communication, and you will 
have the goodness to place it before the court, although I do not, by the permission which he gives, feel 
myself absolved from the obligation which regulated my answer yesterday. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, * W. W. SEATON. 


Ricnarp 8. Coxe, Esq., Judge Advocate Navy Court-Martial. 





(No. 23.) 
Oaxinn, July 25, 1825. 
Sir: I have answered the several interrogatories on the part of the United States and of Commodore 
Porter, in the trial now pending before the court-martial at Washington, which answer I now enclose to 
you, with the documents received from you by the messenger. The answer has been sworn to before a 
magistrate of the county. 
I am, sir, with respect, your very obedient servant, JAMES MONROE, 


To Ricn’p 8. Coxe, Esq., Judge Advocate. 





(No, 24.) 


Interrogatories to be propounded to the Hon. James Monroe, in the case of Captain David Porter, now in 
the course of trial before a general naval court-martial at the city of Washington. 


Interrogatory first. Are the accompanying -papers, numbered one and two, purporting to be from 
Captain David Porter to you, original letters received by you from him, and when were they respectively 
received? 

Interrogatory second. Is the paper numbered 3, a copy of a letter written by you to said Captain 
David Porter in reply to his letter, No. 1, and was the same transmitted to him? Wave you any, and 
what, reasons for believing that the same was received by him? 
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Interrogatory third. Was it been a usual or unusual thing for a captain in the navy of the United 
States to solicit, by letter, permission to pay his respects to you in person? If the latter, are you 
acquainted with the reasons or causes which induced such application on the present occasion? Be 
pleased to state such reasons fully, and in detail. 

Interrogatory fourth. Is it true, as is stated in your letter, No. 3, that the orders which were given 
to Capt. Porter, relating to his command in the West Indies, and particularly the orders to Capt. Porter 
in October last to return to his station, and the order of December last recalling him, were given at 
your instance, and under your inspection; and have you any reasons for knowing or believing that this 
fact was known to Captain Porter? 

Interrogatory fifth. Have you ever seen any reason to believe, or to disbelieve, that the Secretary of 
the Navy, in his official correspondence with Capt. Porter, indicated any hostility to Capt. Porter, or was 
influenced by any feeling of unkindness? State fully such facts and circumstances, within your know- 
ledge, as are calculated to illustrate this question. 

RICHARD 8. COXE, Judge Advocate. 


1. Please to say whether, in the latter part of June, or the beginning of July, 1824, (or about that 
time, ) you sent a message by Com. Chauncey to me, to say that I must not visit you until after I had 
seen the Secretary of the Navy, then absent; and until you had received some explanation as to the 
cause of my return from the West Indies? 

2. Were you not induced so to interdict personal communication with me in consequence of having 
received the impression that I had left the West India station without having apprised the Navy Depart- 
ment of there being a necessity for it? 

3. Was the letter from the Secretary of the Navy to me, of October 21, 1824, (a certified copy 
whereof is annexed,) containing a peremptory order for me to proceed to the West Indies, in the John 
Adams, contrary to my express and known wish and entreaty, and explaining the reasons for giving such 
order, written or dictated by yourself, in form or substance; if not, was it shown to you, and by whom, 
before it was dispatched to me? Please state, particularly, by whom the original draft of this letter 
was prepared, 

4. Was not the impression you had received of my having departed from the strict line of my 
duty, in quitting the West India station, the operative inducement, or did it weigh anything with you, in 
either writing or causing to be written, or sanctioning after being written, such peremptory order to go 
out in the John Adams, instead of waiting a few wecks for the Constellation, as I had requested? 

5. Was it not represented to you, and have you not expressed yourself as having received the 
impression, that I had only vented, upon the authorities and people of Foxardo, my own angry feelings 
and personal pique at having been ordered out in the John Adams in the manner I was, or something to 
that effect? Or, was any such imputation addressed by anybody to you, or uttered in your presence, and 
by whom? 

6. In consequence of the interdict to my personal intercourse with you, as above suggested in my 
first interrogatory, did I not forbear to call on you, even on the 4th of July, and continually, until after- 
wards repeatedly invited to do so, by special messages from you? 

7. When and where, and wpon whose application, did you communicate and deliver to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy the said letters of the 10th and 12th of March last, annexed to the judge advocate’s 
interrogatories? If they were so delivered, on a written application, please annex it to your answer; if 
upon a personal one, please to say from whom, and when and where? 

8. Was that correspondence so communicated with an intention that it should be deposited among 
the archives of the Navy Department, and when was it so deposited? 

9. Do you know that, at the time I wrote you the said letter of the 26th October, 1824, mentioned 
in yours of the 12th of March last, I had been made acquainted with the fact of your having either ori- 
ginally drafted, or dictated, or directly approved the said letter from the Secretary of the Navy of the 
21st of the same month? 

Signed under the protest, filed and reserved. D. PORTER. 


Wasuineton, July 22, 1825. 





(No. 25.) 


Answers of James Monroe to the interrogatories propounded to him in the case of Commodore Porter, in the 
trial now depending before a general court-martial, at the city of Washington. 


1. To the first interrogatory, on the part of the United States, I answer, that the letter or paper 
numbered one is, according to my recollection, a correct copy of a letter from Commodore Porter to me. 
I return the paper with a note to this effect on it. 

The letter numbered two is an original letter from Commodore Porter tome. They were both received 
about the time of their respective dates. 

2. Answer to the second: the paper numbered three is a copy of my letter to him, of the 12th of 
March last; and, as I believe, a correct one. 

3. Answer to the third: it was not usual for a captain, or any officer in the navy or army, to solicit 
an interview with me by letter. They always called when they had business; and generally on their 
arrival in town or departure from it; and I always received them without form, when I happened to be 
free from other engagements. 

The interview in the instance stated was asked, as I presume, in consequence of my having recalled, 
him from the command in the West Indies, on account of the attack made by him on Foxardo, in the 
Island of Porto Rico. That recall implied a doubt of the propriety of his conduct in making the attack, 
which had never been removed by any intimation from me, either by inviting him to see me, or otherwise. 
His return occurring so short a time before I left office, I deemed it improper to take any step in regard 
to the attack while I remained in office. I thought it more just and candid towards Commodore Porter, 
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to leave the affair to be acted on by my successor, especially as the measure, in connection with others 
relating to him, might be thought to involve in some degree the propriety of my own conduct. 

’4. Answer to the fourth: the orders relating to the command of Commodore Porter in the West 
Indies, from the commencement to its termination, including, of course, that of October last, directing 
him to return to his station, and that of December, recalling him from it, were given at my instance, and 
under my immediate inspection, The command was deemed a very important one, requiring great discre- 
tion in its execution. The object was the suppression of piracy; but, in stationing a naval force there, I 
knew that it would attract the attention not of Spain alone, on whom it more immediately bore, but of 
the new governments, our neighbors, to the south, and in certain respects of several of the powers of 
Europe, who were neutral in the contest between the belligerent parties. The question whether free 
ships should make free goods, the extent of contraband of war, the transportation of specie, and other 
questions of the kind, necessarily occurred, when that force was detached to that station for the special 
object designated. They had been frequently under the consideration of the administration before, and 
were brought more pointedly before it on that occasion. My impression is (for I have not a copy of the 
instructions then given) that they were drawn with great care, and dictated by a desire rather to err (if 
error should be committed) on the side of moderation, than to risk a variance with any of the parties 
concerned, These questions were to be settled by treaties, and especially with the new governments, 
and which required time. My intention was, that the commander of the squadron, and all acting under 
him, should take notiing on themselves, but confine themselves to the duty specially enjoined on them, 
and obey strictly their orders. 

When informed, in June last, that Commodore Porter had left his station and returned to the United 
States, I asked the Secretary of the Navy by what authority he had done it—had leave been given him? 
The reply was, none had been. I then asked, “ Did bis original instructions authorize him to come home 
when he thought fit?’ Ido not recollect the precise answer, or that any such was given to me; but my 
impression was that they did not. The Secretary had made arrangements for his departure from town, 
on a visit to his family, and I saw no reason why he should delay it on account of the arrival of Commo- 
dore Porter. Nothing material, more, that I recollect, passed between us. I did not see him again before 
his departure. I reflected much on the subject, and decided, on the next morning, the course which I 
should pursue in regard to Commodore Porter. I arose early, and sent for Commodore Rodgers, and was 
informed that he had gone to Norfolk; I then sent for Commodore Chauncey, and, after expressing my 
deep regret that Commodore Porter should have left his station without leave, which was the only ques- 
tion I made in the case, I told him that the subject merited inquiry, and that, as the Secretary had left 
town, I could not see him until the Secretary returned, nor until I should, on further and more mature 
consideration, decide what course should be taken in this case. I requested him to see Commodore Porter 
without delay, and to prevent his calling on me in the interim; but to do it in the most delicate manner 
that he could; for, having high respect for his services and merit, and a personal regard for him, I 
wished to take no step which should wound his feelings, which I should not be compelled to do from a high 
sense of duty to my country, and an earnest desire to support the credit of the navy. An interview 
between Commodore Chauncey and Commodore Porter took place, whereby an interview between Com- 
modore Porter and me was prevented. 

In conversation with Commodore Rodgers, after his return, and with Commodore Chauncey, who made 
friendly explanations in regard to Commodore Porter’s conduct and views, and in consideration also of 
his having been wounded in the late war, and an intimation that he then suffered from the wound, I thought 
myself justifiable, especially as I had given a decisive proof of the sentiments which I entertained of 
his return from his station without leave, to pass the affair over without further notice, and of which I 
requested them to inform him. Ie accordingly called afterwards, and was received with kindness. My 
desire was, that he should return soon to his command; but I do not recollect that anything was said to 
that effect by me. I presumed that what had already passed would be a sufficient proof of that desire. 
His remaining, however, so long in the country, gave me concern, especially as we were repeatedly 
advised that piracy had revived, and was doing much injury to our commerce. I, however, delayed 
noticing it for some time, under feelings of the kind stated, and in expectation, also, which I continually 
indulged, that he would soon depart. I at length requested the Secretary to instruct him to resume his 
station without delay, and to do it in the John Adams, which the Secretary did. To this, I recollect that 
the commodore gave a reply which was deemed highly objectionable, and respecting which I had great 
doubt as to the part, regarding the office I then held, which I ought to take. On great consideration, 
however, I decided to order him immediately to his post, with intention, that being there, end in rule, to 
decide afterwards what it would be proper to do in the affair. In taking this course, I yielded to feelings 
that were favorable to him, and in the hope that his conduct at his station, and towards the government, 
would be such as to permit the whole affair to be adjusted, or rather to be passed over without injury to 
the service. 

According to my recollection, I drew a sketch of the order in question, or so much of it as to give a 
distinct idea of what I intended; and certain I am that I saw the letter, that of the twenty-first of October 
last, before it was sent. 

The decision was soon taken, after the affair of Foxardo, to recall Commodore Porter, that, being 
present, he might explain the circumstances and reason of his conduct. I saw the order and approved it. 
I do not know that Commodore Porter was acquainted with the fact, further than in speaking of the sub- 
ject to friends, afterwards, I frequently mentioned it, and that I intended to include that with the other 
orders, and particularly the order of October preceding, in the letter which I wrote to him, after I retired 
from office, in reply to his already noticea. 

5. Inever saw any proof of unkind feelings in the Secretary of the Navy towards Commodore 
Porter, nor have I any reason to believe that he ever acted under the influence of such. I saw, on the 
contrary, proof of a different disposition in more instances than one. Having, from the considerations 
above stated, been very attentive to the conduct of this squadron from the beginning, and indeed to the 
others in other seas, and prescribed the measures to be taken and orders to be given, after due considera- 
tion and consultation with those on whom I had a right to call, I was anxious that my own responsibility, 
in its full extent, should be known in every instance, and especially to those concerned, before I left office; 
and it was on that principle that I expressed myself so fully to that effect in my letter to Commodore 
Porter, in March last. It was on that principle that I deemed it proper to deposit in the Department, 
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before I left town, the evidence of that correspondence, consisting, according to my recollection, of his 
letter to me and a copy of my reply. 

Ist. To the first interrogatory proposed on the part of Commodore Porter, I answer, that I did 
authorize Commodore Chauncey to see him, and to prevent his calling on me at the time stated, and for 
the reasons that are particularly and fully explained in my answer to the 4th interrogatory on the part 
of the United States. 

2d. I took the step for the reasons stated in my reply to the 4th interrogatory, above referred to. 

3d. To this interrogatory an answer has also been already given in reply to the 4th interrogatory on 
the part of the United States. 

4th. To this interrogatory an answer has likewise been given in reply to the 4th, referred to above. 
I have thought it better to give a full and connected explanation of the measures taken in the instances 
in question, and of the considerations on which I acted, in reply to one interrogatory, which embraced 
several, than in detail, in reply to each. ° 

5th. When the account of the attack on Foxardo was received, much remark was made on it, and, 
with others, that of the kind suggested. I am inclined to think that I made it myself; but, in that case, 
to some friends of Commodore Porter, and rather in a confidential way than otherwise, though certainly 
under no injunction to that effect. I probably mentioned it to others, in the same spirit, and particularly 
to the members of the administration, or to some of them. The answers already given to the other inter- 
rogatories, and particularly to the 4th, on the part of the United States, and the documents referred to in 
them, will explain the cause to which such an idea is to be attributed, which, however, was merely inci- 
dental and casual. I do not recollect receiving any letter suggesting that idea, nor do I believe that I 
did, though it is possible that I might. 

6th. To this interrogatory an answer has already been given. 

Tth. To this, also, an answer has been given. 

8th. The correspondence was deposited in the Navy Department, as a document relating to my 
public conduct in an occurrence interesting to others, as well as to the public, to be used only for public 
purposes, should such present themselves, to make the use thereof proper and necessary. I readily admit 
that Commodore Porter did not ask the interview for any purpose other than that stated in his reply to 
my letter; but still I thought it more consistent with the part I had acted in that affair, and with what I 
owed to him, as well as to others, to decline the interview, to state to him the part I had acted in the 
concerns in question, and to deposit the evidence thereof, for the purpose stated, in the Department, while 
I was at Washington. 

9th. I had never seen Commodore Porter, after the date of his letter to me of October 26th, nor made 
to him any communication by letter, and therefore do not know that he was apprised of the particular 
interest which I had taken, and of the part I had acted, in regard to the letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy to him, of October last, referred to in this interrogatory. The subject being delicate, and interest- 
ing in many views, I never spoke of it but in a guarded manner, unless to friends, and among them some 
whom I knew to be his friends also, and with a view to produce a good effect in relation to the interests 


and parties above referred to. 
JAMES MONROE. 


Virginia, Loudon County, sct.: 

This day, James Monroe personally appeared before me, John Bayly, a magistrate of the said county, 
and made oath that the facts stated in his several answers contained in this sheet marked (3), and two 
other sheets, one of which is marked (1) and the other (2), are true, to the best of his knowledge and 
belief. 

Given under my hand and seal this 25th day of July, in the year 1825, 

J. BAYLY. [1 s.] 





No.1. (No. 26.) 


Captain Porter presents his respects to Mr. Monroe, and asks (if agreeable) when he may have the 
honor to pay his respects to him? 

This request would have been made at an early period but for the recent changes in the government, 
which have no doubt fully occupied the Executive, and but for the hope entertained by Captain Porter 
that, ere this, he would have been afforded an opportunity of explaining his conduct, and be able to 
present himself to Mr. Monroe, free from censure. The desire of paying his respects and taking his leave 
of his late chief magistrate, and, as he has had reason to believe, friend, has overcome all other con- 
siderations. 

Marcu 10, 1825. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the original in this department. 
CHAS. HAYS, Chief Clerk. 


Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 
[This is the letter referred to in my answer to the first interrogatory on the part of the United 


States. ] 
JAMES MONROE. 





(No. 27.) 
Wasuineton, March 12, 1825. 


Sir: I received your note of the 10th in the spirit in which it was written, that of kind feeling for 
one under whom you have acted for the last eight years, and who has now retired to private life. I 
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should most willingly meet you, and receive the explanations which you are disposed to give, but for 
reasons which I will frankly communicate to you. 

All the orders which were given you, relative to your command in the West Indies, were given by 
the Secretary of the Navy, at my instance, and under my inspection. They were dictated by a sense of 
duty to my country, and with no unkind feclings towards you. Your letter of the 26th of October, 1824, 
to me, from New Castle, was received shortly after its date, and to which I deemed it improper to give 
any reply. It has become the duty of my successor to examine and decide on that important subject, in 
all its parts, in the manner which shall appear to him most proper, In this stage, although retired to 
private life, 1 do not think that I ought to interfere, or to receive any explanations relative to transactions 
in which our country is interested, over which another has control, and in which I have no concern. 

Holding in high estimation your gallantry and patriotism, 
I beg you to be assured of my good wishes for your welfare, and that of your family, 


(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 





(No. 28.) 
Merman Hitt, March 12, 1825. 

Respectep Sir: I have received your highly esteemed letter of this day, and feel much gratified at 
the friendly sentiments and assurances it expresses. I can only beg leave to assure you that you will 
carry with you, in your retirement, the best wishes of a grateful and affectionate heart. 

‘T reeret to observe that you are under wrong impressions as to the object of my note. Nothing was 
further from my wishes or intentions than to make any explanations, or touch on any subject of an 
unpleasant nature to you. I should have made the request to see you at an earlier period, but for the 
most scrupulous delicacy, not wishing it for an instant to be believed by any one that I sought protec- 
tion, or to give the slightest grounds for such belief. I feel confident of the correctness of my conduct 
throughout, and am satisfied that the Executive will approve it, when I shall have an opportunity of 
explaining. 

My visit to you was intended as one of pure personal respect, and unconnected with any considera- 
tions of a selfish nature, only so far as my feelings were concerned; I was not certain whether it would 
be acceptable, and, desirous of guarding against anything disagreeable to you, I thought it advisable to 
address you a note. 

The circumstances which caused me to address you from New Castle I regret most sincerely, and I 
do assure you that it would give me more pleasure to learn that I was in error, than to believe that my 
impressions at the time of writing were correct. The serious charge brought against me, and the con- 
sequence of it, I did not think I merited. The very circumstance of claiming your protection, was of 
itself an evidence that I did not think you actuated by any unfriendly feelings towards me; but I did 
think you were under wrong impressions, which caused me to enclose you the copy of a letter which I 
was charged with having neglected to write. 

I hope at some future period I shall have an opportunity to assure you, in person, of the high respect 
and consideration with which I have ever held your exalted character and virtues. 

With sentiments of the utmost respect, your obedient servant, 


D. PORTER. 
Mr. Monroe. 


I certify the foregoing to be true copies from the original on file in this Department. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 29.) 


Navy Department, October 21, 1824. 


Sir: Your letter dated the 19th inst. has created surprise. Looking to the good of the service, every 
attention has been shown to you which your station required, and which could be dictated by a just esti- 
mation of your public service. 

The command which was given to you, at your earnest request, on the Ist of February, 1823, was 
a highly important one. Your conduct in discharge of its duties, satisfactory to the President. The 
interval since you left that station has been interesting, and it is understood that piracy has revived, 
and is making extensive ravages on our commerce. 

Communications have been made to you, to apprise you fully of this fact. The presence, there, of an 
officer of rank and experience is, of course, necessary. The size of the vessel in which he sails is 
matter of small moment, and must depend upon circumstances. You are aware of the intention to send 
the Constellation to that station as soon as she can conveniently be prepared. 

Your return to this place without permission, or apprising the Department of a necessity for it, was 
unexpected; but no complaint has heretofore been made of your remaining here, because it was believed 
that your health was not perfectly good, and your shoulder lame and painful. 

But this obstactle has been removed; and had you earlier apprised the Department that you con- 
sidered this place within the limits of your station, that the command has ceased to be pleasant to you, 
and that you were apprehensive of the climate, you would have been relieved, and a successor appointed. 
But having failed to give this information, and the presence of a commander on the station being now 
indispensable, you will proceed to it. 

When it is convenient to the Department, your wish to be relieved shall be gratified. Upon a 
reperusal of your orders, you will find that no intimation is given that Thompson’s Island alone is to be 
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considered as the station and that you are to remain stationary there, nor that you are to lead in person 
every expedition fitted out from it. 
I purposely abstain from comment upon certain matters in your letter. You will hereafter hear from 


the Department on this subject. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAMW’L L. SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, &c. Present. 


I certify the foregoing is a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
; CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Departaent, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 30.) 
Navy Department, August 19, 1823. 
Sir: In the last paragraph of your letter, dated the 1st inst., by the United States schooner Ferret, 
you mention that circumstances will, towards the fall, render your return to the United States for a short 
eriod necessary; you will please to avail yourself of the time most suitable for this purpose, and return 
to the United States in the manner most convenient to yourself and least prejudicial tu the interests of 
the service. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, &c. 


SMITH THOMPSON. 


I certify the above to be a true copy from the records of this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


Navy Department, July 29, 1825. 





(No. 31.) 
Navy Department, September 29, 1824. 


My Dear Str: This letter will be handed to you by Commodore Rodgers. The object of his visit to 
Thompson’s Island will be fully communicated to you by him. The various, and in many points con- 
tradictory reports respecting the condition of the station, the uncertainty whether you still live, the 
deepest anxiety for your safety, the desire to furnish speedy relief, and acquire full information respect- 
ing the health of the station, and its fitness as a rendezvous during the sickly season, and the fear that, 
debilitated as you are, you could not secure that information for us, have prompted the wish that Commo- 
dore Rodgers should undertake the expedition, and have induced him cheerfully and voluntarily to enter 
on its performance. 

He will find united in it the sacred offices of private friendship and public duty. A report that your 
health is restored, will give to me individually, and to the nation at large, most sincere gratification. 


I am, very respectfully, &c., 
SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Capt. Davip Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, Gulf of Mexico. 


I do certify the above to be a true copy from the records of this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


Navy Department, July 28, 1825. 





(No. 32.) 


Extract of a letter from the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
SepremBer, 30, 1823. 


The uncertainty and anxiety which prevail as to your own health, and the health of the squadron, 
and a desire to furnish the best assistance and procure information which may be a safe guide on all 
future occasions, are the inducements to this measure. 

The orders of Commodore Rodgers will be communicated to you on his arrival, and you will render 
all the aid which your health will permit, in accomplishing the object of his visit. It is intended that 
you shall remain in command of the station or return home, as your health may require and your 
inclination prompt. Commodore Rodgers will return immediately after he shall have accomplished the 


object of his visit. 
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(No. 33.) 


Copy of a letter from Com. Isaac Chauncey, acting for the Secretary of the Navy, to Com. Porter, dated 
October 28, 1823. 
Navy Department, October 28, 1823. 

Sm: Your letter of the 27th instant has been received. On your recovery from a dangerous illness, 
produced by great exposure and much suffering, you will be pleased, sir, to accept my sincere 
congratulations. 

“In conducting the movements of the squadron entrusted to your charge, you have displayed that 
intelligence, promptitude and vigor which effectually arrested the de :predations of the freebooters, have 
afforded security to our trade, and justly entitled you to the unqualified approbation of this Department 
and to the thanks of your country. 

The conduct of the officers and men under your command has been such as might have been expected 
from the example of their chief; and you will be pleased, sir, to assure them of the consideration in 
which their services are held, and the high sense eatnraied of their devotion to a most arduous and 


dangerous service. 
“The want of medical aid, of which you so justly complain, will claim the early and special attention 


of this Department. 

If the state of your health will permit, you will take upon yourself the general superintending 
direction of the equipment of the vessels of your squadron, now at this yard and at Norfolk. Let their 
commanders report to you their wants, that you may make them known to the Board of Navy 
Commissioners, who will cause every requisite supply to be furnished. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
For the Secretary of the Navy, 
(Signed) 

Davin Porter, Esq., commanding a Squadron of Ships and Vessels 

stationed in the West Indies and Gulf of Mevico. 


I. CHAUNCEY. 


I certify the above to be a true copy from the records of this Depar‘n ent. 


CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 29, 1825. 





(No. 34.) 


Extract of a letter from Commodore Porter to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
NovemBeER 19, 1823. 


Should the gradual withdrawal of the small vessels take place, I beg leave to suggest that a 
frigate, in addition to the two sloops of war now attached to the squadron, is due to the character of our 
service, to the respectability of our flag in that quarter of the world, and would, by the convenience she 
would afford to our open boats in the pursuit of pirates, offer the most certain means of keeping them in 


check. 





(No. 35.) 


Extract of a letter of instructions from the honorable Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
DecemBeEr, 1823. 


It is the intention of the Department to increase the force under your command as soon as it can 
be effected. To this end, the frigate Congress will, after her arrival in the United States, be ordered to 
join you: and, in the course of the spring, one or more sloops of war will be added to those already with 


you. 





(No. 36.) 
Navy Departwent, May 17, 1824. 


Sir: Congress has not, until within a few days, passed an appropriation law for the current year. 
This will account to you for one or two of the drafts of Purser Thornton not having been honored, and 
for the delay in preparing the vessel to join you. It was impossible, without funds, to fit out the Hornet 
or the Porpoise, and to prepare a larger vessel. There will be now as much activity as possible, but it 
is feared one cannot be prepared in time to reach you before the sickly season commences. It shall 
however be done if possible. 

Upon a call by resolution, the proceedings of the court-martial which tried Lieutenant Kennon have 
been sent to Congress, and they will be published in a few days. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) 
Com. Davin Porter, Thompson’s Island. 


SAML L. SOUTHARD. 
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(No. 37.) 


Sra Geit, Matanzas, May 28, 1824. 


Sm: I regret to be under the necessity of informing you that the fever has made its appearance on 
the island, and that the inability of the acting surgeon’s mate in charge of the medical department there 
to attend to his duty from sickness, renders his return to the north necessary. I have sent another to 
take his place, but this leaves us deplorably off for medical men. 

I purpose removing the principal part of the forces to the north, about the middle of next month, as 
the only means of guarding against the consequences of a deficiency of surgeons. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Honorable Samvet L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 38.) 


Navy Department, May 31, 1824. 


Sr: Your letter of the 4th of May has been received. The Decoy will be prepared to return to you 
as speedily as possible. No provision has been made for the repairs of the Grayhound, and it is proba- 
ble that she will be laid up or sold. When any vessels are ordered home for repairs, they must be 
reported to the Department, that orders may be issued for the purpose. 

The amount of force at this time, on the station, is less than was intended; but the delay in passing 
the appropriation law has rendered it impossible to send to you either the Hornet or the Porpoise. They 
will buth be dispatched now, as soon as they can be prepared. This delay is the more to be regretted, 
as the Hornet must either encounter the rainy season, or not go to the coast of Africa, as was originally 
designed. You have now under your command the John Adams, Hornet, Spark, Porpoise, Shark, Sea 
Gull, Decoy, and seven small schooners, in all fourteen vessels, exclusive of the barges. I did intend to 
send a larger vessel than any of them, but the amount of the appropriation and the time it was made, 
will probably put it out of my power. It shall still, however, be done, if it can be accomplished. I 
regret the state of your medical aid; you have now eleven medical officers attached to the station; and 
within ten months past, there have been under your command no less than five surgeons and seventeen 
surgeons’ mates, many of them acting as surgeons and fitted for the office. With such numbers your 
medical assistance ought not to have been so reduced as you state it to be at present. Neither these 
nor other officers must be permitted to leave the station for light excuses; if they are, it will be impos- 
sible for the Department to keep the station supplied. All that can be done with the numbers for which 
provision is made by law, will be done. In the meantime, those with you must be retained, unless 
absolute necessity compels them to leave you. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, West Indies. 


(No. 39.) 


Wasuineton, June 25, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here yesterday in the Sea Gull, from the coast of 
Cuba, in nine days, and shall be prepared to return to the West Indies so soon as the season will render 
it safe to do so, and my health, which requires a respite from the effects of a tropical climate, will admit. 

My former communications have apprised you of*my intention of removing most of the vessels under 
my command to the north during the sickly season. Orders have been given by me on the subject, and 
every arrangement made to give as much protection to our commerce, as the force remaining on the 
station will admit. 

I had purposed sailing from New York, and visiting, in my way out, as heretofore, the windward 
islands, so soon as I can get a sufficient force together, and leaving a small detachment in the neighbor- 
hood of St. Thomas, for the protection of our commerce there, where it was asked for by our merchants 
when I last visited that place. 

The John Adams, it is probable, will require heaving out on her return, which will be in a week or 
two, which will leave me with only one sloop-of-war. 

As the health of Captain Wilkinson required his return, I have left Lieut. Oellers in command at 
Thompson’s Island, with full instructions as to the duties to be performed there; and I have left all neces- 
sary orders also for the commanders of such vessels as may arrive during my absence. 

The island promises to be healthy this season. I have left about sixty officers and men there, but I 
am sorry to say I had only a surgeon’s mate to leave to attend them during the sickly season. 

I have during this season greatly improved the comfort and condition of the island, and thereby 
lessened that repugnance to remaining there which formerly existed among both officers and men. 

I shall proceed to New York in a few days, to hasten the dispatch of the stores for the squadron and 
island which are preparing there, and which are much required. 








400 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 270, 





$$ $$$ —___—_—_— —_—_—____ ee eee 











If there are any instructions from the Department affecting my various duties, I shall be happy to 


be furnished with them as early as possible. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) | DAVID PORTER. 


Hon. Samvuet L. Souruarp. 


I certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 40.) 


Navy Department, June 29, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith copies of letters bearing date the 23d of April, 
15th, 17th, 24th, and two of the 31st May, 1824, addressed to you at Thompson’s Island, which it is pre- 
sumed you have not received, and to which I beg leave to call your attention. 

Should I find, upon further ex: umination, any more which possibly may not have been transmitted in 
time to reach you, copies shall be immediately furnished. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) CHARLES HAY, for the Secretary of the Navy. 

Commodore D. Porrer, commanding West India Squadron. Pr own. 


I certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. H.Y, Chief Clerk. 


Navy Dppartuent, July 6, 1825. 





(No. 41.) 
Copy of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


Wasuineton, August 11, 1824. 

Sir: Understanding it to be the intention of the government to give me a ship suited to my rank in 
the service, I have ordered the John Adams to proceed to the West Indies, and thence to the Gulf of 
Mexico, for the protection of our commerce, where her services are much wanted. Should a frigate be 
selected, I beg leave to state that it will be most agreeable to me that there should be no commander ap- 
pointed to her, as I should wish the particular and personal command to be vested in myself alone. 

I also beg leave to observe that a flag or fleet captain to the squadron may be dispensed with, if I 

can be allowed to select an intelligent lieutenant to relieve me from many of the details of the squadron; 
for the present the services of C: aptain Finch are necessary to me, but I shall not want him long, and it is 
his wish to retire from the situation so soon as I can otherwise provide myself. 

I shall be glad to be apprised as early as possible of the ship intended for me, that I may give my 
personal attention to our outfits. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 





(No. 42.) 


Extract of a letter from Charles Hay, Esq., to Captain D. Porter, dated— 


GrorcEtown, D. C., September 11, 1824. 


I have heard from the Secretary, who has ordered the Constellation to be fitted for you, and autho- 
rized me to tell you so. But as she is not officially ordered to you as yet, I would not interfere with her. 
However, of this you are the best judge. Your letters about money have been received, and will be sub- 
mitted to the Secret ary on his return; in the meantime, Thornton can supply you with what is necessary. 
The Secretary is very anxious that you should be out again, with as little delay as possible, and will, no 
doubt, facilitate your preparatory operations. 

Your friend and obedient servant, 


(Signed) CHAS. HAY. 
Captain D. Porter, Chester, Pennsylvania. 





(No. 43.) 


Navy Department, October 14, 1824. 


Str: It is deemed expedient by the Executive that you proceed as speedily as possible to your stat 
tion, in the John Adams, that by your presence there the most efficient protection may be afforded to our 
commerce, and you may be ready to meet any contingencies which occur. 

The Constellation will be fitted for sea, and sent to you as speedily as possible. 








. 
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I enclose, by the order of the President, an extract of a letter lately received from the Island of Cuba; 
rou will consider it confidential, and to be used for your information, so far as you may find it useful. 

With the Constellation, directions will be sent for you to proceed to the Island of Hayti, there to 
acomplish certain objects which will be particularly explained to you, and instructions given. 

I enclose a circular letter on the subject of acting appointments, to which I urge your particular 
attention. No subject has been found to create greater difficulties than acting appointments, and per- 
mission to officers to perform duties above the grades in which they are known to the Department. 

I also enclose certain directions for the survey of Pensacola, Tampa Bay, Key West, and the Dry 
Tortugas. 

I have also directed to report to you, for the purpose of aiding in the survey, Master Commandant 
, Lieutenant J. W. Sherbourne, Midshipman Lewis M. Goldsborough, and Joseph Bowman. 
Should you deem the services of any other officers necessary for this purpose, you will inform me of it. 
You will direct the vessel to be used for this purpose. The Florida will be detained for a few weeks, to 
make a survey of Charleston harbor, after which, she will be ordered to proceed forthwith to join your 
command, 


I am, respectfully, 
(Signed) SAML L. SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Squadron, West Indies, &c., Washington. 





I certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 


Navy Department, July 6, 1825. 





AN EXPOSITION OF THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH JUSTIFIED THE EXPEDITION TO FOXARDO, AND THE CONSE- 
QUENCES THEREOF, TOGETHER WITH THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COURT OF INQUIRY THEREON. 


Wasuineton, March 1, 1825. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that, in obedience to your orders, I have come to this place, and 
I now await your further directions. 
With the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D, PORTER. 


Hon. Samveu L. Sovrnarp. 





Wasuineton, March 2, 1825. 


Sm: Having this day seen in print several letters from Mr. Thomas Randall and Mr. John Mountain, 
communicated through the State Department to Congress, and highly injurious to the character of myself 
and other officers belonging to the West India squadron, I have to request that an inquiry may be insti- 
tuted, to ascertain how far facts will justify their statements and remarks, and the injurious remarks they 
have elicited on the floor of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Samvet L. Sovurnarp. 





Wasnrneton, March 8, 1825. 


Sr: The officers named in the enclosed list will be necessary, as witnesses, to enable me to repel, in 
a suitable manner, the foul charges of Mr. Thomas Randall and Mr. John Mountain, and the injurious 
insinuations and assertions on the floor of Congress, against myself and the officers under my command. 
Understanding that vessels having some of them on board are about sailing, I beg that they may be 
detained, provided it can be done without injury to the public service. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Hon. Sauvet L. Sovrmarp. 


Captains.—Stephen Cassin, Alex. Dallas, Wm. B. Finch, L. Kearney, T. H. Stevens. 
Lieutenants.—C. W. Skinner, J. T. Newton, F. A. Gregory, Silas Duucan, J. P. Zantzinger, 
Bell, C. Boardman, R. Vorhees, C. R. Stribling, D. G. Farragut, J. G. Baughan, F. A. Thornton, purser. 


D. PORTER. 





Wasuineton, March 16, 1824. 


Sir: It is now sixteen days since I had the honor to report to you my arrival here, in obedience to 
your order of the 27th December, and I have anxiously since awaited your further instructions. 

I am aware, sir, of the interruptions the recent changes in government and other circumstances have 
occasioned to the transactions of public business, and however irksome and uncertain may be my present 
situation, and whatever anxiety I may feel on the occasion, it is not my wish to press on the Department 
my own affairs, in preference to those of greater importance. I cannot, however, help requesting that 
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there may be as little delay in the investigation of my conduct, both as regards the affair of Foxardo, and 
the statements of Mr. Randall and Mr. Mountain, as is consistent with the pnblic interests. 

The state of ignorance and uncertainty in which I have been kept, as to the intentions of the govern- 
ment, and the desire of vindicating myself to the government and the public, and relieving myself froma 
species of suspension and supposed condemnation, must be my apology for now troubling you. 

Officers continue to make to me their reports, and to request of me orders, Not knowing whether 
the Department still considers me in command of the West India squadron, I have been at a loss how to 
act. Will you be pleased to instruct me on the subject? 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Hon, Samvet L. Souruarn. 


D. PORTER. 





Navy Department, March 16, 1825. 

Sm: It has become my duty to apprise you of the determination of the Executive, that a court of 
inquiry will be formed, as soon as circumstances will permit, to examine into the occurreace at Foxardo, 
which was the occasion of your recall, and also to comply with the request contained in your letter of the 
8th instant. 

It was the intention of the Department, in ordering Captain Warrington to the West Indies, to 
relieve you from the command of the squadron there. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) 
Commodore Davin Porrrr, U. S. Navy, present. 


SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 





Wasutneton, April 13, 1825. 

Sm: I hope it will not be considered obtrusive in me to remind you of the extremely unpleasant 
situation in which your orders of the 27th of December have placed me. You will recollect, no doubt 
that they required ine to repair to this place, without unnecessary delay, to explain my conduct in relation 
to the Foxardo affair. From this positive injunction,they deprived me of the opportunity, without taking 
on myself great responsibility, of obtaining, by personal application, the written testimony necessary in 
the case; not knowing the cause which influenced you in urging my recall so speedily, and not wishing 
to have unnecessary delay ascribed to any wish on my part, the day of my arrival here, (the Ist of March) 
I] reported to you my attendance on your further orders. No notice being paid to this report, after an 
interview had with the President, I again addressed you at his suggestion, on the 16th of the same month 
and on the same day I received your letter, apprising me that, by the determination of the Executive, ‘ 
court of inquiry would be formed to examine into the occurrence at Foxardo, as well as the charges of 
Mr. Randall, so soon as circumstances will permit. 

Since that time I have waited patiently your convenience, regardless of the anxiety and importunity 
of my friends, not wishing to press my business on you to the exclusion of matters which might now 
appear to you of more importance to the public interest than the investigation of iny conduct in the 
Foxardo affair, or the charges against myself and others, as contained in Mr. Randall’s statements. I 
must beg leave to observe to you, however, that the manner of my recall proves that, at the time your 
order of the 27th December was issued, the investigation of the affair which caused it was considered of 
great national importance, and a note subsequently received from Mr. Monroe not only confirms this belief, 
but proves that he still thought so, after he had gone out of office. I must also beg leave to observe that, 
whatever opinion may be entertained now, the punishment to me is none the less on acconnt of the 
change, if any change has taken place. The affair of Foxardo was the occasion of my recal—the affair 
of Foxardo was the occasion of my being displaced from my command—it is that affair which now keeps 
me suspended from the exercise of my official functions—it was that which caused you to pronounce 
censure on me, to punish and degrade me, before any complaint against me, before trial, and before I 





was called on for an explanation. 

If, sir, opinion is changed; if, by information since received from other quarters, you have been 
induced to believe that the public interests do not require so much haste in the investigation as you at first 
supposed, it would seem but just that my own anxieties, and the anxicties of those whose peace of mind 
I regard, and good opinion I highly respect, should be relieved by some intimation of your intentions 
with regard to me—that there should be, in fact, some relaxation in the severity of the course adopted 
towards me. 

It is with reluctance that I trouble you with any complaint whatever; but I feel that I should 
neither do my duty to myself, to what I owe to others, and indeed to the service to which I belong, if, by 

. . . . % , ’ 

a longer silence, 1 gave reason to believe that I acquiesced in a course of conduct towards me, which 
when a full investigation takes place, and all the facts are known, few, I think, will acknowledge it 
founded on justice. 

r i’ <r . oar, a ar Are ‘ 101 > . M a a . e 

The Executive, it appears, has decided that a court of inquiry shall be ordered to investigate my 
conduct, Why then deprive me of the opportunity of making my explanation, by delaying the execu- 
tion of the Executive will? Upwards of six weeks have elapsed since I reported my arrival here, and 

‘ s ny ’ 

as yet, I only know the determination of the Executive. 

The time when, the place where, and by whom the investigation is to be made, are unknown to me 
No definite period is fixed on for the holding of the court, and I therefore most respectfully ask, what is 
your determination with respect to me? that I may know what course of conduct it would be proper for 
me to pursue. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Hon. Saw’t L. SovrHarp. 
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Navy Department, April 20, 1825. 


Sir: Enclosed you will receive a copy of the precept which has been issued for a court to make the 
inquiry, instituted by the Executive, into your conduct at Foxardo. You will perceive that the same 
court is also directed to make the inquiry which has been granted at your own request. 

In your letter of the 13th instant, which has been received, it created some surprise to find the 
declaration, that the ‘‘positive injunction”’ in the letter from the Department of the 27th December, 1824, 
to “proceed, without unnecessary delay, to this place,” ‘deprived you of the opportunity, without taking 
on yourself great responsibility, of obtaining, by personal application, the written testimony necessary 
in the case.” By referring to that letter, you will find that you are expressly charged to “bring with 
you those officers whose testimony is necessary, particularly Lieut. Platt; and such written evidence as 
you may suppose useful” for the ‘full investigation” which it was declared the importance of the 
transaction demanded.* 

No change has taken place in the views of the Executive, either as to the necessity or character of 

the investigation, and any delay which has occurred in proceeding with it must be attributed to other 
causes. 
In relation to that part of your letter, in which you say, ‘‘the affair at Foxardo was the occasion of 
my recall; the affair at Foxardo was the occasion of my being displaced from my command; it is that 
affair which now keeps me suspended from the exercise of my official functions,” it is proper to remark, 
that although that affair was the immediate cause of your recall, yet you are not ignorant that it was the 
purpose of the Department to recall you from that command, for other reasons, as soon as it was found 
convenient to substitute a competent officer in your place,f a purpose only prevented by this transaction, 
which intervened previously to its execution. 

No other notice of the style and manner of your letter is deemed necessary, at this time, than to 
remind you of the relation which subsists between you and the Department. 

J am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) SAM’L L. SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, U. S. Navy. Present. 





A. 


To Isaac Chauncey, Esq., captain in the navy of the United States: 

It having been made to appear to the President of the United States that, on or about the fourteenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, David Porter, 
Ksq., a captain in the navy of the United States, then in command of the naval forces of the United 
States in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, did, with a part of the military foree under his command, 
forcibly land upon the Island of Porto Rico, a part of the dominions of his Catholic Majesty the King 
of Spain, then and still at peace and in amity with the Government of the United States, and did then 
and there commit acts of hostility within the territories, and against the subjects, of the said King of 
Spain: 
The President of the United States has deemed an inquiry into the conduct of the said David Porter 
on that occasion, as well as into the causes which led to the same, to be necessary and proper. 

And, whereas, certain representations have been made to the Government of the United States in 
regard to the employment of the naval forces of the United States in the West Indies and Gulf of 
Mexico, setting forth in substance that, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, the said 
naval forces were not employed in the suppression of piracy in the most effective manner, but were 
employed in the transportation of specie and of other objects of inferior moment, to the neglect of the 
public interests; and the said David Porter considering his conduct and character as the commander of 
said forces to be thereby implicated, has requested of this Department that inquiry be made into the truth 
of said representations: 

The President of the United States, in consideration of the premises, has charged me to convene a 
court of inquiry for the purpose of examining into the matter aforesaid. You are therefore hereby 
ordered to proceed to the Navy yard at the city of Washington, on or before the second day of May next, 
to act as a member of the said court, and to officiate as the president thereof. 

Orders are also transmitted to Captain William M. Crane and Captain George C. Reed to appear at 
the time and place aforesaid, and Richard S. Coxe, Esquire, is also appointed judge advocate, and will 
report himself to you in that capacity at the time and place aforesaid, 

And the said court is hereby required to convene and organize at the said Navy yard at Washington, 
on the said second day of May, and is authorized and directed to summon before it such persons as may 
be deemed necessary to give information touching the matters aforesaid; and it is also empowered, 
authorized and directed, diligently and strictly to inquire into the said matters, to make a statement of 
the facts in relation to the same as they shall appear to the court, and particularly to examine into and 
report the causes which led to the conduct of the said David Porter at the Island of Porto Rico, before 
mentioned, and to ascertain and report whether the naval forces of the United States were employed in 
the most effective manner in the suppression of piracy, or in objects of inferior moment to the neglect of 
the public interests; all of whica you will transmit to this Department, to be submitted to the President 
of the United States for his consideration. 





* Those acquainted with the geography of the West Indies, need not be informed that it requires more time to go from Thompson’s 
Island, where the Secretary's orders found me, to St. Thomas, where Lieut. Platt was, and where the documents were to be obtained, 
than to come from Thompsun’s Island to the United States. The public, therefore, will be able to judge whether I should have been 
justified by the Seeretary’s orders in obtaining, by personal application, the written testimony necessary in the case. D. P. 


t On the 19th of October, 1824, while at Washington, before going to the West Indies, I requested, for various reasons, among others 
ill health, and apprehension of a West India climate, that the Secretary would order me to be re/ieved from the command of the 
squadron. The Secretary, in his reply to this application of the 2lst, informs me that if I had made my application earlier I should 
have been relieved, and a successor appointed, but having failed to do so, and the presence of a commander on the station being 
indispensable, I was ordered to proceed. ‘* Whenit is convenient to the Department,”’ (says the Secretary,) ‘* your wish to be relieved 


Shall be gratified.”? 1t is to this intimation the Secretary alludes, when he reminds me of the purpose of the Department to ag me. 
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And for your so doing, this shall be to you and to all concerned a sufficient warrant. 
Given under my hand, and the seal of the Navy Department of the United States, at the city of 
Washington, this nineteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and tw enty- 


five, and of the independence of the Unite .d States the forty-ninth. 
(Signed ) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. [1 s.] 





Minutes of the procec “dings of a court of inquiry directed to investigate the conduct of David Porter, Esquire, 
a captain in the nav y of the United States, convened at the Nav y yard at the city of Washington, this 
second day of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-fire, in obedience to the precept of 
the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, bearing date the 19th day of April, 1825—which is hereunio 


annexed and marked (A.) 
Captain Isaac Chauncey, appointed in and by the said precept as president of said court, and Captains 
William M. Craine and George C. Reed, members thereof, and Richard 8S. Coxe, judge advocate, appeared. 
Captain David Porter also appeared, and being asked whether he had any objection to offer against 
either of the members of the court, replied that he had no specific objection to individuals, but he objected 
to the materials of which the court was composed: and stated further, that he had some remarks to make 
on the subject, as well as on the precept; that he did not think the court was legally formed. The oath 
prescribed by law in such case was administered by the judge advocate to the president and meinbers of 
and the president administered to the judge advocate the oath required by law to be taken by 





the court 


him. 
Captain Porter then submitted, and read to the court, a paper containing certain remarks upon the 


precept by the authority of which the court had been convened, which was annexed to the record, and 
marked (B.) The room being cleared, the court proceeded maturely to deliberate on the same; after 
some time it was opened, and the judge advocate informed Captain Porter that he had been instructed to 
read to him a letter whic h had been addressed by the judge advocate, by the directions of the court, to 
the Secretary of the Navy, by which he would be apprised of the course Which the court had taken with 
regard to the paper submitted by him—which letter was read, annexed, and marked (C.) 

The court then adjourned till to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 


Tuespay, May 3. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before. 

The judge advocate submitted and read to the courta communication from the honorable the Secretary 
of the Navy, in answer to the letter yesterday addressed to him, which was annexed to the record and 
marked (D.) 

The judge advocate then submitted and read to the court certified copies from the Navy Department, 
of certain papers, annexed to the record and marked (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.) 


Charles T. Platt, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 


On the 24th October last, as I believe, about 7 o’clock in the morning, I received a communication 
from Messrs. Cabot, Baily & Co., commercial agents at St. Thomas, informing me that their store had 
been forcibly entered the preceding night, and robbed of goods to the amount of not less than five thou- 
I commanded the Beagle, then at St. Thomas. With this communication I received also a 
request from Messrs. Cabot & Baily, to assist in recovering the goods. I went on shore and called on 
them, and there learned from merchants who had been previously robbed at the same place, that they 
geouds had been taken to Foxardo, or in that neighborhood, — I 


had good reason for supposing that these g 
lost uo time in getting my vessel ready for sea; took with me a pilot furnished from the shore, anda 
On the evening of 


clerk of Messrs. Cabot & Baily, with a dese ription of the goods that had been stolen. 

the 26th, about 6 o’clock, I anchored with my colors flying in the harbor of Foxardo. It was then so late 
that the pilot did not think it prudent to go on shore, or was not capable of showing me the way. Early 
the next morning, (the 27th) a boat came alongside with a message from the captain of the port, who 
said he would be happy to see me on shore. I inquired whether he was acquainted with the character of 
the vessel, to which he replied yes: lest he might be mistaken, I directed him to inform the captain of 
the port it was the United States schooner Beagle, and that I should be on shore as soon as possible. 
At about half-past six I landed; I was there met by a parcel of ruftians, I could hardly tell what they 
were. One of them informed me that I could not proceed up to the village. I inquired of him who he 
was, whether an officer or not; he gave me no satisfaction whatever, but merely repeated that I could 
not proceed up to the town. I then proceeded on without any interruption whatever; having been 
advised so to do by some citizens who were there, who informed me these people had no authority to 


sand dollars. 


stop me. 

Having entered the village, I first went to the captain of the port, having been informed by < 
gentleman, a citizen of the place, that this was proper. I informed the captain of the port of the 
object of my visit, and my reasons for appearing in citizen’s dress, and after producing the letter 
addressed to Mr. Campos, he appeared perfectly satisfied with my character, and directed me to call 
upon the alealde and inform him. I called on the alcalde, and explained to him my object, and 
again produced the letter to Mr. Campos. He was perfectly satisfied with my character, and appeared 
very much pleased that I had taken the precaution to come on shore in citizen’s dress. He then stated 
that he had no doubt he should be able to obtain the goods before night, or ascertain where they were. 
This conversation was entirely between ourselves, the interpreter only being present—every one else 
being out of hearing. He said the recovery of the goods would probably be attended with expense. I 
replied, that if it was necessary to offer a reward for the recovery of the goods, I was authorized to offer 
one, not to exceed one thousand dollars. I then proposed going round to the different stores, where it 
was possible these goods might have been deposited, with the police, and examine the goods and see if 
they corresponded with the samples and descriptions we had. 1t was supposed that the goods which had 
been stolen were the only goods of that description in the country. He told me to let that matter rest— 
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to let him manage the affair. He observed, that as I had very properly taken the precaution to come on 
shore in citizen’s clothes, he thought it advisable to let it rest entirely with him; that if I accompanied 
him it might excite some suspicion. I accordingly went to a public house and took my breakfast. I 
received a message from the alcalde, requesting me to call at his office. Iwas then under the impression 
that he had made some discoveries in respect to the goods that I was in search of. I went over to his 
oflice directly; Lieut. Ritchie and the pilot were with me, to see what the result was. I inquired, on my 
arrival at the office of the alcalde, whether he had sent for me, and for what purpose. To this the captain 
of the port replied, in the most provoking and insulting manner, that he had sent for me for the purpose 
of demanding my register. I informed them that I had previously offered to show my commission, my 
uniform, and my clothes; that I had no register; that a man-of-war carried none. He then told me, that 
if I did not produce my register at once, he would imprison me. I then requested permission to go on 
board my vessel, with any officer they might choose to send with me, and that I would satisfy them of 
the character of my vessel and of myself. I then stated to them, that the insult which I had received 
from them was of that nature that it could not be overlooked on my part, and that I should make a formal 
report of it to Commodore Porter; and lest they might deny that they had arrested and imprisoned me, that 
I should proceed directly on board my vessel and leave the port. I left the office with the design of return- 
ing to my vessel, when I was pursued by soldiers, who took me by the collar, arrested, and brought me 
back. 1 then considered myself as a prisoner. After detaining me about an hour under charge of the 
sentry, with Mr. Ritchie and the pilot, they consented to let me send Mr. Bedford, the clerk who had been 
sent down by Messrs. Cabot & Bailey, on board the vessel for my commission. I sent him on board, and 
directed him to bring my commission and uniform, though they did not require the latter. Mr. Bedford 
returned with them. I put on my uniform and showed them my commission, observing that it was a 
thing which had never been required of me before. After perhaps fifteen minutes’ deliberation on the 
subject, they pronounced the commission a forgery, and me a damned pirate, and ordered me to be confined 
in the jail. They called it the King’s house, and not knowing what that meant, I thought they were 
about taking me to the most genteel house in the place. So soon as I approached near enough to discover 
that it was a guard-house, well calculated to produce the yellow fever or plague, I objected to being con- 
fined there, and said I would not be, unless they compelled it by force of arms. In about ten minutes they 
returned me to the quarters from which they had taken me, and placed me under charge of a sentry. 

After my return, I directed the interpreter to inquire what their object was—whether they meant to 
detain me, or what they wanted. The answer was, they would detain me until they heard from St. 
John’s, as I had produced nothing to satisfy them of my character. I informed them, that what I had 
already shown them was all that it would be in my power to show them after hearing from St. John’s. 
They informed me I had shown nothing to satisfy them that I was ever ordered to that vessel as a lieu- 
tenant commandant. I then requested permission to send on board for my orders; it was granted. I 
sent on board and got them. After producing my orders, they called a council, detained me till about 
fifteen minutes before sundown, confined. I was then set at liberty, and ordered to go on board my 
vessel, which I did, laughed and hissed at by every blackguard in the street. In this way I left the 
village, went on board my vessel, and got under way. 

On the 12th of November, I was standing out of the harbor of St. Thomas, and discovered 
the John Adams with her broad pendant flying, standing into the harbor. As soon as the com- 
modore came to anchor, I went on board, and reported myself to him, and mentioned the circum- 
stances that had led to my visit to Foxardo, and the treatment I met with there. The commodore 
replied that a written report was necessary. I informed him it should be done directly; that not expect- 
ing him so soon, was the cause why it had not already been made out. The commodore further informed 
me, that if the circumstances of the case would justify my going there as I did, that he would visit 
Foxardo, and obtain redress for the insult offered to my person, and to the flag of the United States. I 
referred the commodore to Mr. Cabot and Mr. Furniss, both commercial agents at that place, who would 
inform him that robberies of the same kind had been before committed, and the goods stolen traced to 
Foxardo, or the neighborhood. The commodore directed me to go on shore and request Mr. Cabot to 
come on board, and at the same time get a pilot. I saw Mr. Cabot, who immediately came on board 
with me. In the morning the pilot came on board the Beagle, and I immediately got under way, and 
stood out to the Adams, then under way by order of the commodore. I went on board the commodore 
and delivered my written report. I was then ordered to go ahead, with the pilot on board the Beagle, 
and make the best of my way to Foxardo, The wind, however, was light, and we were obliged tu lie 
to, off and on during the night. The next morning at daylight 1 was hailed, and ordered to proceed 
again ahead. At about 7 o’clock a boat was sent on board from the commodore for the pilot, and I was 
‘directed to proceed on again to the south. At eight, signals were made to follow the motions of the 
commodore, who was standing in to the land. At nine, we came to anchor under the lee of Passage 
Island, where we remained until twelve at night, when the Grampus, the Beagle, the barges of the 
Adams, with as many of the officers and men as could be spared from the vessels, got under way, and 
proceeded towards the harbor of Foxardo. At 8 o’clock in the morning of the 14th we came to anchor, 
with the Grampus and Beagle, in the harbor of Foxardo. The barges were officered and manned, and 
about landing. At this time one of them had been sent to attack a fort on an eminence at the beach. 
Commodore Porter, at the same time, sent by Lieutenant Stribling a flag of truce to the alcalde of the 
place. At half-past eight we commenced marching up from the landing to the village, which was about 
a mile and a half distant. We walked it in about fifteen or twenty minutes. After we arrived within 
about forty rods of the village, in a few minutes we discovered a field-piece ahead, with a number of 
men with muskets. Commodore Porter ordered us to halt. About fifteen minutes after we discovered a 
white flag, which was accompanied by Lieutenant Stribling, the alcalde, the captain of the port, and the 
interpreter. They professed, when they met the commodore, not to know the object of his visit. The 
commodore informed them they ought to have known that from the tenor of his note—asked them if they 
had not confined me after knowing that Iwas an American officer, and why they had done so. The 
alcalde admitted he had confined me after knowing I was an American officer, but said that he was not 
to blame, as he had been forced «to do so by others. The commodore informed him that he had nothing 
to do with any other person; that he was the alcalde and chief magistrate of the place, and that he held 
him responsible for the insult offered to me, and to the flag—that, as he had the power of confining, he 
certainly had the power of releasing me. The commodore then informed there was no necessity for any 
altercation—that the time he had allowed had nearly expired—that there was about five or seven minutes 
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remaining—that he required of them a suitable apology, such a one as should be dictated, the refusal of 
which would compel iim to resort to force of arms, which should terminate in the final destruction of the 
village. They acceded to this, and apologized, in the manner the commodore dictated, to the satisfaction 
of all present. This being done, we proceeded down to the beach. Refreshments were brought down, 
and we returned to the vessels and got under weigh. 

I neglected mentioning the spiking two nine-pounders which guarded the passage by which we 
marched up. I do not know that they were loaded. There was a battery on the beach, on the eminence, 
with two cannon. I saw the Spaniards by them with matches; they were training them upon the vessels, 
The battery was attacked by a barge, and the Spaniards ran without firing. The other barges landed at 
almost the same time on the beach, within half a mile of the battery. They did not fire at us at all. 

The court then adjourned till half-past ten to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespay, Jay 4. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before. 


The court resumed the examination of Lieutenant Platt: 


Question. Was the store of Messrs. Cabot and Baily in the town or Island of St. Thomas? 

Answer. The store of Messrs. Cabot & Baily was in the city of St. Thomas, the dock in the rear of 
the store. 

(Jues. Were those gentlemen at the time resident merchants at St. Thomas? 

Ans. Yes. Those gentlemen were American citizens, residing at St. Thomas. 

Ques. Did any communication pass between yourself and the authorities of St. Thomas, in relation 
to the al-eged robbery? . 

Ans. No. I had no communication with the authorities at St. Thomas. I understood from Mr, 
Cabot, and subsequently from the governor, that some had passed between them. 

Ques. Did you carry any letter or other document from the Governor or other officer of St. Thomas, 
or any force furnished from that island? 

Ans. No. I earried no paper from any official person at St. Thomas, but a private letter from one of 
the most respectable merchants there, addressed to Mr. Campos, one of the most respectable merchants 
at Foxardo. 

(Jues. What orders had you received from Commodore Porter, which you considered as authorizing 
the steps you took? 

Ans. I had received orders to protect our commerce in every manner which was consistent with the 
rules of the service. I understood myself as authorized to go on shore at Foxardo, and inform the police 
of the robbery that had been committed, which was the object I had in view. 

Ques. Did the messenger from the captain of the port, or the captain of the port himself, intimate, 
in your first conversation with them, that they knew the vessel then in port to be an American man-of- 
war? 

Ans. Yes. The captain of the port, in my first interview with him, appeared perfectly satisfied of 
the fact, and took down the name of the vessel, and the names of myself and officers, and our force. 

(Jues. In your first interview with the captain of the port, or the alealde, did you request them to 
act in the recovery of the property of which you were in search, or did you propose to search for and 
take the property yourself? 

Ans. I requested them to act, to search for the goods, not intending to act myself at all. I after- 
wards proposed going myself with the police, which they objected to as unnecessary. 

Vues. Did Commodore Porter know anything of the transaction at Foxardo, previous to your com- 
munication to him? 

Ans. No. He did not. 

(Jues. Do you know whether any communications were made to the authorities at Porto Rico, either 
by yourself or Commodore Porter, prior the landing of the force at Foxardo? 

Ans. I know of none. 

Ques. In what boat or vessel did Lieut. Stribling go to Foxardo, and what length of time elapsed 
between his going with the flag of truce and the landing on the beach? 

Ans. Lieut. Stribling went down to Foxardo in the Grampus, and landed about the same time that 
the men did. 

Ques. Where did he receive his instructions from the commodore—at Foxardo, or before your arrival 
there? 

Ans. J do not know. 

Ques. Wow many officers and men were landed? How were they armed? What orders were given 
by the commodore to the landing party, or to those who remained behind? 

Ans. IJ believe that about two hundred officers and men were landed. I do not know what orders 
were given to those who remained. I was ordered to land with as many men as I could conveniently, 
without crowding, carry in the boats. The men were armed with muskets, boarding pikes, cutlasses, and 
pistols. I heard no other orders given than that, after we landed, we were directed by the commodore to 
fall into line and march up. 

(Jues. Had any answer been received to the communication made through Lieut. Stribling before 
the landing of the men and the spiking of the guns in the battery on the beach, and the two nine-pounders 
between the beach and the town? 

Ans. None that I knew of. 

Vues. What is the distance between Foxardo and St. Johns? 

Ans. I think about forty miles. 

Ques. Did the interpreter appear to be an intelligent man, well acquainted with the Spanish and 
English languages? And do you understand Spanish sufficiently well to know whether he interpreted 
correctly? 

Ans. The interpreter appeared perfectly acquainted with both languages. I understood some things 
that were said, and my pilot, who understood both languages, told me that he interpreted correctly. 


‘ 


The examination of the witness in chief having been closed, Captain Porter was asked whether he 
had any questions to propose to the witness; to which he replied that, before proceeding to take any 
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steps in his defence, he had some remarks to submit to the court, which he read and submitted to the 
court, annexed to the record, and marked (E.) 

The room was then cleared, and after some time was opened, when the judge advocate informed 
Capt. Porter that the court had maturely deliberated upon the paper submitted by him—that after full 
consideration, the court is of opinion that the matter of the communication, as well as the language in 
which it is couched, is in several particulars so highly objectionable that, could the court have anticipated 
its character and contents, it would not have been suffered to be read. The court considered it as highly 
disrespectful, both to the Secretary of the Navy, and to the court itself. This court cannot submit to hear 
from any officer animadversions on the conduct, and accusations against the head of the Department, 
wholly foreign to the investigation in which it is engaged; nor can it, without forfeiting its own self- 
respect, listen to language so offensive to itself. The court is willing to believe that this objectionable 
character may be attributed to the hasty manner in which the paper appears to have been drawn up; 
and that Capt. Porter, on consideration, will himself feel disposed as well to perceive, as to rectify the 
grounds of objection. 

In order, however, to prevent a recurrence of such unpleasant circumstances, the court has ordered, 
that in future no communication be received unless in writing, and the paper must previously be sub- 
mitted to the judge advocate for the consideration of the court. 

The judge advocate further informed Captain Porter, that the court had likewise directed him to 
state that when the question was asked him, on the opening of the court, whether he had any objections 
to make to any member of the court, he was undcrstood to say, distinctly, that he had none; but that he 
wished to submit to the court ‘‘some remarks on the precept by which the court was convened, and the 
materials of which it was constituted.” It was then suggested to him that, as the court had not yet 
been organized, it could at that time hear nothing from him; but that the proper period would be after 
the members had been sworn in, This suggestion was made by the judge advocate, and apparently 
acquiesced in by Captain Porter. ; 

Immediately after the organization of the court, Captain Porter read and submitted to the court the 
paper which has been annexed to and constitutes part of the record. Conceiving that it contained not a 
challenge to the court, or a specific exception to any member of the court, but objections applying exclu- 
sively to the precept under which it had been convened; and that these*objections, if presented to the 
government, might possibly induce some change in the precept, with which the court had no authority to 
interfere; feeling, also, that the exceptions which had been urged involved the competency of the 
major part of the members of the court, a question on which delicacy forbade them to express an opinion 
when it had not been presented distinctly to their decision, the court determined to pursue the course 
which was adopted, and of which Captain Porter was immediately apprised. 

If, however, Captain Porter did design to raise a question for the decision of the court, as to the 
legality of the precept under which it is acting, the court has no hesitation in saying that it entertains 
no doubt upon the subject. Had any doubt existed, the court would have put it in a way to be satisfac- 
torily decided, before proceeding to act under it. 

The court is aware that it possesses no power to compel Captain Porter to take any part in this 
investigation; but it is equally satisfied that his acts can in no degree interfere with the duty of the 
court to proceed in the investigation, which it has been charged to make by the competent authority. 

The court then adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, May 5. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of ‘yesterday. Present: as before. 

Captain Porter stated to the court that on receiving the record it appeared to him that an omission 
had been made, which he was desirous of having supplied, in stating the proceedings of*the first day. 
He submitted to the court his statement of the remarks which he made before the oath was administered 
to the members. The court being of opinion that Captain Porter was entitled to have his statement 
inserted in the record, as containing his view of what transpired, directed it to be inserted. It is in the 
words following, viz: 

“Captain Porter being asked whether he had any objection to offer against either of the members of 
the court, replied that he had no specific objection to individuals, but he objected to the materials of 
which the court was composed; and stated further, that he had some remarks to make on the subject as 
well as on the precept; that he did not think the court was legally formed.” 

Captain Porter then submitted to the judge advocate, for the consideration of the court, a paper 
(marked F.) The court was cleared, and after some time was opened. The judge advocate informed 
Captain Porter that he was instructed by the court to say that the paper had been maturely considered— 
that it is deemed objectionable from the style of animadversion upon what has transpired, and of instrue- 
tion as to the future conduct of the court. The court, therefore, will permit Captain Porter to withdraw 
it. Should he, however, wish it to be inserted on the record in its present shape, it shall be done, accom- 
panied by such remarks as the court conceives it due to themselves to make. 

Captain Porter declined to withdraw the paper, and the judge advocate informed him as follows: 

The court feels constrained to make some remarks upon the animadversions which Captain Porter 
has thought himself entitled to pass upon its conduct. The court did understand Captain Porter to 
waive or decline challenging any of the members of the court, but at the same time to intimate, as an 
objection which he conceived existed against the organization of the court, that two of the members 
were his juniors in rank. The court did not, at any time, suppose that this objection had any foundation, 
either in the letter or spirit of the law. The law is silent on the subject. The only qualification 
required is that the members of the court should be commissioned officers. The ‘ materials, then, of 
which this court is constituted,” are conceived to be wholly free from any legal objection. Nor is there 
anything in the spirit of the law which the court has been able to perceive leading to a different conclu- 
sion. Every member of this court holds the same commission with Captain Porter; all are captains; one 
his senior, two his juniors in date of commission. The court, however, is clearly and unhesitatingly of 
opinion that no law would be violated, either in its letter or spirit, by the appointment of any three 
commissioned officers to constitute a court of inquiry into the conduct of any officer. Courtesy, and a 
regard to the feelings of the officer whose actions are to be investigated, will, it is presumed, in all cases 
prevent the government from selecting officers of a very inferior grade to sit upof an inquiry into the 
conduct of an officer of elevated rank. But this principle can scarcely be carried to an extent which 
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would apply to a court, every individual of which is known to the American navy. At all events, this is 
an objection which the court conceived, and still conceives, can be properly decided only by the Execu- 
tive. This court can in no manner interfere with such a question, In this instance, likewise, it 
appeared to the court to be so connected with other comments upon the precept as to present itself 
before the court rather as an animadversion upon the conduct of the Executive in thus organizing the 
court, than as a challenge formally presenting the question for its decision, Captain Porter seems him- 
self to have so viewed it, for he assigns his reasons for making this court the organ of his communica- 
tions with the Department. 

The court thinks proper further to remark that the single object for which it has been constituted is 
to inquire into the official conduct of Captain Porter, and to report to the Department the facts which 
may be proved. The court possesses no power to adjudge Captain Porter innocent or guilty; it has no 
authority to impose punishment. The duties imposed are enjoined by the competent authority. The 
interference of Captain Porter in pursuing this investigation, however desirable it may be, as calculated 
more fully to elicit the truth, is in no manner necessary. The court is competent of itself to perform the 
duty imposed upon it, and will now proceed to execute that task. 

Captain Porter was then asked whether he had any questions to propose to Lieutenant Platt. He 
declined putting any, and observed he should now take his leave of the court. 


Rewarx.—lHowever desirable it might have been to myself and others that the investigation asked for 
by me should proceed; however honorable the result might be to myself and the officers under my com- 
mand, and however necessary it may be for the reputation of the navy and the nation, I could not consent 
to defend myself before the court against any charge whatever, until its legality had been decided by 
competent authority—auntil I could appear before it on terms of perfect equality with my accusers; until 
I could be allowed to protect myself in the way which might appear to me most proper, without submit- 
ting my defence to the inspection of the judge advocate, who had no right to decide in my case, or to 
the control of the court, who would thereby have exercised a power not founded on law or justice, and 
without the risk of undeserved reproof. 

For the members who composed the court, individually, no one could have a higher respect than 
myself, and if a majority senior to me could not be had without injury to the service, I should have been 
content. But this has not been made apparent, and I owed it to the service as well as myself, that no 
doubt should remain as to the legality of the principle that the court would have established, that com- 
missioned officers of any class are a sufficient court for the trial of any officer, their rank depending on 
The framers of laws rarely permit justice to depend on courtesy, and I doubt the 
exception in this case. Too much courtesy might permit the guilty to escape; too little, the innocent to 
suffer. Justice dispensed on this principle is never certain, and seldom satisfactory. In this instance I 
may with propriety, considering all circumstances, complain that courtesy has not been sufficiently 
extended; a practical illustration of the effects of which I have had in the censure the court thought 
itself justifiable in passing on me. But independent of my objections as stated above, on the ground of 
legality, equality, and the rules of the court, I object to the precept itself, which does not grant me 
what I asked. If the Secretary of the Navy had thought my request an improper one, he should have re- 
fused it; but after he had informed me he would comply with it, he should have granted it to its full extent. 

The same principle that induced me to go to Foxardo for the protection of the persons of the officers 
under my command, induced me to ask for an inquiry to enable me to protect their characters. They 
acted in both cases in conformity with my orders, and were entitled to my protection, so far as I could 
If in both cases I have failed in my object, I have the satisfaction of knowing that the 


courtesy alone. 


protect them. 
failure is not attributable to any omission on my part. 

If the court pursues the investigation, I feel no apprehension for the result, whether I defend myself 
or not; and if the case should be dismissed by the Department in consequence of my refusal, it will be < 
sufficient justification of my conduct against the imputation of Messrs. Randall and Mountain, and of 
members on the floor of Congress, but it will be no acquittal of the officers under my command, against 
whom similar charges by the same persons have been made. 

But however desirable a decision in the case may be, I cannot, either on my own account, or on 
account of others, purchase the good report of the court at the expense of self-respect and esteem, 

I take this occasion to express my surprise that the court should have conceived the idea that I 
wished to submit the question of its competency to the Secretary of the Navy, as no such wish is expressed 
by me. 
I wished my objections to the precept submitted to the Secretary, and so expressed myself; the ques- 
tion of competency I submitted to the court itself. I beg leave to refer the reader to paper B, wherein he 
will find I express myself as follows: 

“That the court is formed agreeably to the letter of the law I cannot deny; nor could I were it 
formed of any of the subordinate classes I have mentioned. But whether it is formed according to its 
spirit and intention, and on principles of strict justice, is the question I beg leave to submit to you.” 

If the court, from any scruples whatever, declined deciding the question thus presented to it, it 
appears to me the most proper course would have been to submit it to the decision of the Attorney Gene- 
ral of the United States. But it was the duty of the court to decide whether it was or was not compe- 
tent; the decision as to its belief on the subject, on oath, was all that was required by me, and the ques- 
tion could have been decided by the court as readily, and as well, before as it was after the instructions of 
the Secretary had been received; that it did not decide in the jirst instance, is sufficient evidence that 
doubts then existed as to its legality. 

“The single object for which it (the court) has been constituted,” has nothing to do with the merits 
of the question of legality; and although the limitation of its powers, as defined in the precept, might 
have been of itself a sufficient reason for my not defending myself before it, it is not a suflicient apology 
for the course it has pursued toward me. The court was not authorized to offer an opinion in the case; 
the opinion of the President, to whom the subject is to be submitted, cannot be formed without having all 
the facts before him; and his opinion, I feel confident, ewil/ not be governed by any act of the court. 

Under all circumstances then, I had nothing to lose, or apprehend, by my withdrawal from the court, 
and I certainly saved a very useless sacrifice of my feelings, as (except in its deportment towards me 
while before it,) it could do me neither good or harm, A court more powerless, and yet more calculated 
to alarm the accused, was perhaps never formed. 
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The charge, first to be investigated, was exhibited against me by the Secretary of the Navy; the 
Secretary of the Navy selected my judges, two of whom were junior to me. ‘The judge advocate, who is 
the primum mobile of all military courts, received his appointment from the’ Secretary, and is his warm 
friend and protégé, Under these circumstances, it may readily be imagined I had everything to appre- 
hend, and nothing to hope for, while before the court; and to defend myself under the conditions imposed 
on me, would have been worse than useless. All that was left for me was to retire from the court, and 
to lay a statement of the case before the highest tribunal on earth. In doing so I mean no disrespect to 
the government, to the head of the Department to which I belong, or to the court; I merely exercise a 
right which is secured to every American citizen; a right which I do not conceive that I forfeited when I 
became a public servant. 

I feel that I have been oppressed, and the privilege of complaining is not denied to the meanest 


slave. 
ji ae 


Alexander J. Dallas, a master and commander in the navy of the United States, being produced as 
a witness and sworn, according to law, deposes and says: I was a master commandant, in command of the 
John Adams, bearing Commodore Porter’s broad pendant. We arrived some time in November, I do not 
distinctly remember the date, off the town of St. Thomas, in the Island of St. Thomas. On our arrival 
there, some time I think in the afternoon of the same day, Lieutenant Platt, in company with Mr. Cabot, 
‘same on board the John Adams, and made a report to the commodore of some ill-treatment which Lieu- 
tenant Platt had received at Foxardo. In consequence of this report, I understood from the commodore 
that it was his intention to visit Foxardo, and endeavor to obtain an apology from the anthorities there 
for their conduct. On the following morning I was directed to get the John Adams under way, and 
proceed to Foxardo. In consequence of the lightness of the winds, and the pilot being of opinion that 
the draft of water of the Jolim Adams was too great to permit her to be taken near the town, I was 
directed to anchor her under one of the Passage Islands, to get out all my boats, and prepare a hundred 
and odd men with the officers. After all these preparations were made, the day had so far advanced that 
we could not have arrived there before night. In consequence of which the commodore directed that we 
should be ready by one or two in the morning to go on board the schooner Grampus, she and the Beagle 
being in company. We did so, and the Grampus took our boats in tow. We then proceeded to Foxardo, 
where we arrived about nine or ten the next morning. On anchoring, we observed on a hill, near the 
beach, a small battery, in which there appeared to be a number of men, and who it was supposed intended 
to make a resistance to our anchoring. An order was given by the commodore, that a boat and her crew 
should dislodge the men from that battery. The boats were then all manned, and we landed. The com- 
modore then directed Lieutenant Crabb, with a portion of the marines, to advance and take a position on 
the road by which we were to march up to the town. Lieutenant Stribling was then dispatched with a 
flag and a letter to the authorities of Foxardo. After having formed the men, we were directed to follow 
on by the road, leaving a guard of marines to protect the boats, under the command of Lieutenant Bar- 
ton. We then marched to within about twenty or thirty yards of where the marines, under the command 
of Lieutenant Crabb, were. The commodore directed two guns, which we met with on the road, to be 
spiked. We remained there until Lieutenant Stribling returned with two officers, who were understood 
to be the alcalde and the captain of the port. A conversation then took place between the commodore 
and the alcalde, through the medium of an interpreter; the result of which was an apology to Lieutenant 
Platt for the ill-treatment he had received on his previous visit. The commodore asked the officers gene- 
rally if they were satisfied with the apology. Finding they were so, he directed our return. He received, 
however, an invitation to go himself into the town. He went as far as led us by ali the force that was 
collected—a field piece and sixty or seventy men with arms. After this we returned to the beach, where 
some rum and refreshments were given to the men. We embarked in the boats, went on board the Gram- 
pus, and sailed for the John Adams. 

Question. Had you received any information on board the John Adams of Mr. Platt’s treatment at Fox- 
ardo, previous to his making the report of the transaction to the commodore? 

Answer. The account Mr. Platt gave was, I believe, the first we had of the affair, 

Ques. Was any communication made to the authorities of Porto Rico, previously to your entering 
the harbor of Foxardo? 

Ans. None that I know of. 

Ques. Did Captain Porter consult with any of his officers as to the expedition he projected, or did 
any of them express any opinion to him on the subject? 

Ans. He did not consult with any of them. From the intimacy that subsisted between Commodore 
Porter and myself, I believe I made some remarks to him as to the consequences that might probably 
result from it; and I think he replied that his instructions would bear him out in the course he intended 
to pursue on the occasion. This was a voluntary suggestion by me, not called for by his expressing any 
wish to consult me. 

Ques. What orders did you receive from Captain Porter, previous to or at the time of your landing? 

Ans. The only orders that I received were those which I have mentioned, and that I should take care 
the men were not out of the way, and that they committed no excesses, 

Ques. How were the men armed? Were the guns loaded? 

Ans. They were armed with muskets, bayonets, cutlasses, pistols, and boarding pikes. The guns 
were loaded on the beach before we marched up. 

Ques. Was any flag or communication sent to the shore before you landed? 

Ans. None. Lieut. Stribling ianded with us, The boat sent to spike the guns on the hill went pre- 
viously to our landing. 

Ques. Did you advance toward Foxardo before the return of the flag sent by Lieut. Stribling, or did 
you remain on the beach till his return? 

Ans. We advanced before the return of the flag. 

Ques. Were the guns spiked before the return of the flag? 

Ans. Yes. None were spiked after. 

Ques. What orders were given by Commodore Porter to the officers remaining on board the vessels? 

Ans. I do not know. 


VOL. Ii- 52 k 

















410 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 270, 





Ques. Were the Grampus and Beagle anchored in such a situation as to enable them to cover the 
landing? 

Ans. The Beagle certainly was; I think the Grampus also. 

Ques. Was any opposition offered to your landing, or to your advance to the town? 

Ans. None. The impression was, that the force on the hill would, had they been able, have fired on 
the vessels; but there was no opposition to our landing. 

Ques. What time would it have required to communicate from your anchorage with St. John’s? 

Ans. The distance, I should presume, is about 40 or 50 miles. 

Ques. Is not St. John’s the seat of government of Porto Rico? 

Ans. Yes. The governor of the island resides there. 

Horatio N. Crabb, a lieutenant in the marine corps of the United States, being duly sworn according 
to law, deposes and says: 

I was commanding officer of marines on board the John Adams, in November last. I landed at 
Foxardo in the same boat with Lieut. Stribling, and on getting on the beach, an officer informed me that 
Commodore Porter, who had previously landed, wished to see me. My command was distributed in dif- 
ferent boats. On reaching the place on the beach where the commodore was, I was directed by him to 
form my guard, look for the road to the town, proceed, and take up a favorable position; and at the same 
time received very particular instructions not to suffer my men to commit any outrages upon the 
property of the inhabitants along the road, nor to commit any act of hostility myself, unless I met 
with resistance, or was opposed on my mareh towards the town. After receiving these instructions, 
I commenced my march towards the town with from twenty-four to twenty-eight men, armed with muskets, 
When about half way between the beach and the town, I discovered several persons approaching me, 
following me with a white flag. I could not at the time distinguish who they were, and continued my 
march. After a short time, I discovered that the bearer was Licutenant Stribling, on his way from the 
beach to the town. I halted till he came up; as he passed me I observed to him that I would escort him 
into the place. He answered, very well. After proceeding a short distance further, he was met by a 
number of persons from the town, bearing a white flag also. Iwas at that time from twenty to thirty 
yards behind him. Immediately on his reaching the spot where these persons were standing, I observed 
that Lieutenant Stribling was surrounded by a number of armed men. After some conversation with 
them, of which I knew nothing, he sent a message to me requesting me not to advance any further. I 
accordingly halted the men and rested them upon their arms. I was at this time from about 250 to 300 
yards from the town, perhaps less; and observed that there was a number of armed men drawn up, as I 
presumed, to prevent my troops from entering the place. They amounted, perhaps, to about three times 
as many men as I had, and had a field piece which I presumed was a six-pounder. There was also a 
number of men mounted on horseback, who were armed with swords, They were at the entrance of the 
town. I remained in the position I had taken up until the commodore came up with a body of seamen. 
He halted them some distance in rear of my division, and came himself up to the ground I occupied, and 
directed me to wheel my men into a position which would face the Spaniards. I did so, and again rested 
them upon their arms. In the course of perhaps fifteen minutes, Lieutenant Stribling was observed 
returning, accompanied by the governor of the place and a small number of the inhabitants. I was then 
directed by Commodore Porter to place my men in a situation that would occupy both sides of the road, 
and suffer none but those in attendance on the flag topass me. After this he retired to where the officers 
were assembled, some distance in the rear of the marines, and there received the governor or alcalde. I 
know nothing of what occurred there, being at too great a distance to hear. In a short time I observed 
the governor with Commodore Porter and a number of the officers approaching me. The commodore gave 
me orders, as he passed, to put the marines in motion and follow him into the town, which I did. After 
passing the armed Spaniards, I halted upon the outskirts of the place. The commodore observed to me 
that he had been invited into the place by the governor, and also the men, to take some refreshment after 
the march; but said, at the same time, that he did not wish to bring all the men in, as he apprehended 
that some excesses might be committed which would put an end to the peaceable settlement of the busi- 
ness. He, however, told the governor, through the interpreter, that if refreshments were sent to the 
beach they should be paid for, After that they parted, as I thought on friendly terms, we left the town 
and returned to the boats. I brought up the rear with the marines, a number of the inhabitants accom- 
panying us down. Refreshments were sent and distributed to the men. We then embarked and returned 
to the vessels. Commodore Porter, with the marines and the alcalde, entered the outskirts of the place, 
but none proceeded further. 

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning at half-past ten o’clock. 


Fray, May 6. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: as before, with the exception of 
Captain Porter, who was not present. 

Lieutenant Platt was again called: 

Question. How far is the place, where the John Adams was left at anchor, from Foxardo? 

Answer, About twenty-two miles. 

Ques. At what hour did you leave the John Adams, and at what hour did you arrive at Foxardo? 

Ans. We left the John Adams at midnight, and arrived at half-past seven or half-past eight. 

Ques. To what nation does the Island of St. Thomas belong? 

Ans. It is a Danish island. 

Ques. When you left the John Adams, at what time did you calculate to reach Foxardo? 

Ans. The iutention of the commodore was to reach Foxardo at sunrise, as he informed me. We 
were detained by light winds and a calm. 

Ques. Were the two nine-pounders taken and spiked by the marines, or by the sailors who came up 
afterwards? Describe as near as you can their position. 

Ans. I was ordered by the commodore to spike them. I informed him I had nothing to spike them 
with, and Mr. Pendergrast was then ordered to do it. The marines had passed them. They were placed 
in the road on a causeway, where the road was straight for about one hundred rods, and commanded that 
part of it. There were no Spaniards there at that time. They had abandoned them, but they had been 
manned on my first visit to the place. The guns on the hill were, I understood, long eighteen-pounders. 


* 
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Ques. Were both the Grampus and Beagle anchored in a position to cover the landing? 

Ans. The Grampus was anchored off the battery, the Beagle in a situation to cover the landing. 

Tne court adjourned till 12 0’clock to-morrow. 

The judge advocate informed the court that he should probably be in possession of more testimony 
to submit to-morrow. 

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 


Saturpay, May 7. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, and 
the judge advocate. 

The judge advocate informed the court that he had received a communication from the Secretary of 
the Navy, to be submitted to the court; which was read, annexed to the record, and marked.* The 
accompanying documents were also read, the court reserving all questions as to their competency and 
credit for future deliberation and decision. 

After reading the papers, the court was cleared, and the court proceeded to deliberate upon the 
papers submitted to it, and after having maturely considered the same, the court was opened, and the 
judge advocate stated that the court is of opinion that the deposition of Lieut. Barton, dated February 
6th, 1825, be annexed to the record, which is accordingly done, and the paper is marked (H.) 

In regard to the other documents, the court is of opinion that many of them are not sufficiently 
authenticated to authorize their reception, without an express and sufficient waiver of all exceptions 
entered on the record.f That some of them appear to be of a confidential character, and their contents 
such as ,without affecting this case, ought not to be exposed to the public eye without necessity: and 
that collectively, they present no facts or views calculated to elucidate the subject submitted to the court. 
The court, therefore, direct the judge advocate to return them to the Navy Department as irrelevant. 

The court adjourned till half-past ten o’clock on Monday morning. 

On Monday the court agreed upon their report, and transmitted it to the Department. 


Monpay Mornine, May 9, 1825. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate, and Captain Porter. 

The judge advocate stated to the court that he had no further testimony to submit to the court in 
reference to the subject into which it was directed to make an investigation; and the other branch of 
inquiry having been granted at his solicitation, 

The court was cleared, and proceeded to deliberate upon the course to be pursued, and after some 
time the court was opened, and the judge advocate stated that the court had determined to proceed in 
the business which had already been investigated, and to report to the Department the facts which have 
been formed in relation to it. 

The record of the proceedings of the court having been read, the court was cleared for the purpose of 
deliberating upon the report to be made to the Department. 

(The report here comes in, of which I have no knowledge.) 

After the report had been agreed to and signed, the court directed it to be transmitted to the Depart- 
ment, accompanied with a letter, informing the Secretary of the Navy that all the business which was 
before the court is completed. This being done, the court adjourned till to-morrow morning at 11 
o'clock. 





To Captain Isaac Chauncey, president of the court of inquiry now sitting at the Navy yard, Washington: 

I have received the letter of the judge advocate, transmitting the proceedings of the court in relation 
to the landing of a part of the naval forces under the command of Captain David Porter, in the Island of 
Porto Rico, in November last. 

I am also apprised that Captain Porter had entered his protest against the competency of the court, 
and declined taking further part in its proceedings, and that it has nothing before it. 

Circumstances before it, connected with the inquiry into the manner in which naval forces of the 
United States, under the command of Captain David Porter, were employed in the suppression of piracy, 
render it expedient that that inquiry should not be defeated, because the officer who requested it does not 
think proper to pursue it before this court. You are therefore hereby directed to proceed in the inquiry 
indicated in the precept, according to its terms, notwithstanding the objections taken by Captain Porter. 
You will inquire into the manner in which the squadron under the command of Captain Porter has been 
employed during the period of his command, and report to this Department the facts, and whether the 
said forces have been employed in the suppression of piracy in the most effective manner in which they 
could be employed, in conformity with the orders and instructions from this Department; or whether 
they have been engaged in objects of inferior moment, to the injury of the public service. 

All which you will transmit to this Department, to be submitted to the President of the United 
States for his consideration. 

Herewith you will receive a list of the witnesses to whom orders have been given to report them- 
selves to the court, and such documents as appear to be connected with the subject of inquiry shall be 
transmitted as soon as they can be proposed. 





* Not in my possession. D. P. 


+ It was the cause of extreme surprise to me, as it was to every bystander, and as I have no doubt it is to the reader, that such a 
condition for the admission of the documents on the record should have come from the court. If the documents were proper testimony, 
they ought to have been admitted without any conditions, and if they were not testimony, they ought to have been rejected. As to the 
character of the documents, whether confidential or otherwise, that was an affair for me to consider, and not for the court. It was one 
which the court had nothing to do with. The reader having the documents before him, can judge of the propriety of the other point of 
the objection, to wit: ‘‘ that collectively they present no facts or views calculated to elucidate the subject submitted to the court.” 
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Should it appear, in the progress of the investigation, that other testimony within the control of the 
Department will be required, it shall be furnished with as little delay as practicable. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the Navy Department of the United States, at the city of 
Washington, this tenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five, and of the independence of the United States the forty-ninth, 


(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


[ sFaL. ] 





B. 


GENTLEMEN oF THE Court: Before you proceed to investigate the subject submitted to you, allow me 
to make a few remarks on the character of the precept which authorizes your forming yourselves into a 
court, and the nature of the duties which it imposes on you. 

As regards the first charge against me, submitted to your investigation, I have nothing at present 
to say; the Secretary of the Navy having preferred it against me, he has a perfect right to couch it in 
whatever language may appear to him most proper to obtain the end he has inview. The mere statement 
of the charge, however forcible the terms, is no proof of my guilt, and it remains for me to oppose to it 
the proofs | have in my possession, sufficient, I trust, to show that my conduct in landing in a hostile 
manner on the shores of Porto Rico, was not only justifiable, but praiseworthy. 

It is, however, a duty I especially owe to myself, and to others under my command, to notice the 
manner in which the second subject is submitted to your investigation, to wit, the carrying of specie, 
&c. You wil Iperceive that it is admitted in the precept that the investigation of this subject is ordered 
at my particular request; and this being the case, it would seem but just that the request should be 
complied with, according to its terms. My request, as contained in my letter to the Secretary of the 
Navy of the 2d of March, is in the following words: 


“Having this day seen in a print several letters from Mr. Thomas Randall and Mr. Jolm Mountain, 
communicated through the State Department to Congress, and highly injurious to the character of myself 
and other officers belonging to the West India squadron, I have to request that an inquiry may be instituted 
to ascertain how far facts will justify their statements and remarks, and the injurious remarks they have 
elicited on the floor of Congress.” 


You will perceive, by a perusal of the precept, that your attention is not directed to the inquiry 
asked for by me: you find nothing said of the particular documents referred to, or the persons named in 
my application: you are not directed to inquire how far facts will justify their statements and remarts, 
and the injurious remarks they have elicited on the floor of Congress. You are, in fact, not directed to 
extend the inquiry so as to ascertain how far others, as well as myself, were implicated in transactions 
which, if true, were highly disreputable to all concerned; but you are simply required to ascertain 
whether the naval force in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico were employed to the best advantage; 
whether it was not employed in the transportation of specie, and in other objects of inferior moment, to 
the neglect of the public interests. I beg you to compare the charge, as it stands in the precept, with 
my request, and say if you can find the slightest resemblance between them. JT am not very particular 
as to the manner in which this charge has been worded; but as some of the vessels under my command 
have been ‘‘employed in the transportation of specie and (perhaps) in other objects of inferior moment,” 
all of which, I trust, my orders from the Secretary of the Navy made necessary, your decision in the 
negative or affirmative can, therefore, have no bearing on the innocence or guilt of myself and those 
under my command. 

The question, had it been submitted to you as was intended by me, would have been simply this: 
has Captain Porter and the officers of the West India squadron basely neglected their duty, and sacrificed 
the public interests, as charged by Messrs. Randall and Mountain; and do they deserve the strictures 
which have been passed on them on the floor of Congress? 

The question, as it now stands in the precept, may require you to investigate the propriety of the 
orders issued from the Navy Department, but its decision can have no bearing on the conduct of those 
who acted in obedience to them. My motive in asking for this inquiry was for the sole purpose of justify- 
ing myself, and others under my command, against the charges of Messrs. Randall and Mountain, and the 
ilhberal remarks they gave rise to. I had no wish to pry into the conduct or motives of the Secretary of 
the Navy, or to implicate him by any investigation touching his official conduct. I have never doubted 
the propriety of the orders he gave me, nor do I doubt it now; but as the question submitted to you 
stands, the result must necessarily be a decision as to their propriety; a decision I have never asked for, 
and with which I have nothing to do. To me it matters little whether the orders I acted under were in 
conformity with the laws for the suppression of piracy or not; it is only necessary for my justification to 
show that I acted in strict obedience to the orders I received. Let those who issued them, if there is any- 
thing wrong in them, answer for the rest. 

Messrs. Randall and Mountain are understood to have said that myself, and others under my com- 
mand, have neglected the duties which were confided to us, to the discredit of the navy and the nation, 
to the injury of the property and to the sacrifice of the lives of the citizens of the United States, for the 
sole purpose of benefiting ourselves by the transportation of specie. If what those gentlemen say of us 
is true, we are not only unworthy of holding commissions in the navy, but are deserving the severest 
punishment a court-martial can sentence us to receive: and if we are not guilty, we should not only be 
pronounced innocent, but our slanderers and calumniators should be exposed to the world as men unworthy 
of confidence. 

It becomes, then, a question of character between them and us. If they prove their charges, they 
deserve well of their country for exposing us, and we must sink, and deservedly; if we acquit ourselves 
of them, they will no longer be worthy of consideration. 

The question, then, should have been submitted to you in all its bearings, in strict conformity with 
the language of the request which produced the order for the inquiry, and had this been done you would 
have been able to have come to a satisfactory conclusion; but confining yourself to the subject as pre- 
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sented to you in the precept before you, there can be no decision touching the points at issue between 
Messrs. Randall and Mountain, and myself and officers. 

I have taken the liberty to make these remarks at this early period, with the hope that you would, 
by applying to the Secretary of the Navy, obtain a revision or modification of the precept, so as to enable 
you to reach the object which induced me to ask the inquiry, or at least that.such measures might be 
taken as may seem to you expedient to enable you to effect the purpose which caused me to make the 
application for an investigation of the truth of the charges. 

I beg the court to be persuaded that these remarks and this request originate in no wish to embarras 
or throw difficulties in the way of the inquiry, but from a sincere desire that the accusers may have every 
opportunity of proving their charges, and the accused the advantage of rebutting them; that truth may 
be made known and justice obtained—the only end and object, it is presumed, of the investigation. 

It was not my intention to make, under any circumstances whatever, objections to any member whom 
the Secretary of the Navy might think proper to order on this court, and even now I should waive all 
objections, was my conduct alone the subject of inquiry; but since the Secretary has chosen, by the same 
precept, to submit to you charges against me originating with himself, and the investigation of the 
conduct of myself and others, as asked for by me, it is a duty I owe to others to guard, by every means 
in my power, against a decision injurious to them. 

It has not escaped your observation that there are two members of this court junior to me. This, 
however, at first sight, may not by many be considered a reasonable ground of objection, as the act for 
the better government of the navy only requires three commissioned officers and a judge advocate to con- 
stitute a court of inquiry; but I think it must be apparent that the intention of the framers of the law was 
that with the exception of the difference of the numbers which compose them, courts of inquiry should be 
regulated and governed on the same principles as courts-martial. 

A court-martial may consist of from five to thirteen members; but it is required that not more than 
one-half of the members, if it can be avoided, shall be junior to the officer tried. This rule, no doubt, 
was intended to prevent the interested feclings of the junior members from operating to the prejudice of 
the officer to be tried; and the same rule should in justice govern courts of inquiry. Courts of inquiry 
having the same power to summon witnesses, administer oaths, and punish contempt, it was evidently 
the design that they should be similarly constituted. By every rule and principle of justice, the accused 
should be tried by disinterested jurors, or at least a majority of them. Will it be contended that, because 
the law requires three commissioned officers to constitute a court of inquiry, that three commissioned 
officers from any of the subordinate classes would be a sufficient court to investigate and report on the 
conduct of the commander of asquadron? Lieutenants, pursers, chaplains, surgeons, and surgeons’ mates, 
are cominissioned officers; but surely it will not be asserted that a sufficient court for the investigation 
of my conduct could be formed of these classes. It was, therefore, evidently designed that only such 
commissioned officers as may legally sit on a court-martial can sit on a court of inquiry, and that courts 
of inquiry should not only be similar in their organization, but also formed of the same materials as 
courts-martial, With this view of the subject, I feel that I should not do my duty to others, considering 
the fearful odds I have to contend against, if I did not submit to the court whether, with a majority 
junior to myself, it can legally proceed to investigate my conduct. That the court is formed agreeably 
to the letter of the law, I cannot deny, nor could I, were it formed of any of the subordinate classes I have 
mentioned. But whether it was formed according to its spirit and intention, and on principles of strict 
justice, is the question I beg leave to submit to you. 





C 
Navy Yarn, Washington, May 2, 1825. 

Sir: I am instructed by the court of inquiry, convened to investigate the conduct of Captain David 
Porter, to inform you that the court was this day organized, in pursuance of the precept of the case, and 
that after the members were duly sworn, Captain Porter read to the court a certain paper herewith trans- 
mitted for your consideration, You will perceive that an exception is taken to the court itself, as not 
composed of competent members. This objection applies to a majority of the court, and they conse- 
quently feel a delicacy in determining a question involving their own competency. The court, therefore, 
has deemed it correct to submit the questions thus raised to your determination, and to adjourn the court 
for the purpose of obtaining your opinion before proceeding in the investigation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) RICHARD S. COXE, Judge Advocate. 

The Hon, Samven L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


D. 


Navy Department, May 8, 1825. 

Sir: Your letter of yesterday’s date, communicating the paper submitted to the court by Captain D, 
Porter, has been received. 

If it was the intention of Captain Porter to present a challenge, or offer a specific legal exception to 
any member, the proper tribunal for its decision was the court itself—the proper time was, before the 
members were sworn, If, as is presumed, he designed to complain of the manner in which the court was 
composed, as unjust or illegal, he ought, before the meeting of the court, to have applied to the Depart- 
ment, which alone possessed the power of affording a remedy. A copy of the precept, stating the names 
of the officers who were to compose the court, and the objects of inquiry, was furnished to him on the 
20th day of April last. 

As, however, you have “deemed it correct to submit the question raised” by Captain Porter to ‘‘my 
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determination,” it is proper to add that the opinion of the Department, as to the legality of constituting 
the court, with three captains of the same rank with Captain Porter, one being senior and two junior to 
himself, was necessarily expressed in the very act which created and convened the court. And no argu. 
ment is discovered in the paper submitted, calculated to change that opinion. 

As it is not supposed that the court possesses the power to decide on the form of the precept, the 
objects for which it should have been convened, or those into which it would be proper to inquire, the 
reason and design of the comment which is made on the form and words of the precept is not distinctly 
perceived, and may be totally misapprehended. 

If its form seemed incorrect to Captain Porter, or not calculated to meet the objects which he had in 
asking for an inquiry, the Department, which alone possessed the power to alter the form of the precept 
and change the scope of the investigation, ought to have been addressed on the subject. ; 

The President of the United States having thought proper to order an investigation into the trans- 
actions at Foxardo, it was the duty of the Department so to frame the precept as to meet that object: 
and it is believed that the court will find no difficulty in comprehending what is directed on that point. 

The inquiry relating to some other parts of the conduct of Captain Porter, while commanding the 
squadron in the West Indies, was granted at his request, and was intended to be so general as to permit 
him the utmost latitude in proving what had been his conduct on any particular point which he micht 
select, and showing that he was free from all just cause of accusation, by whomsoever made. If the 
words be not sufficiently broad to permit such an investigation, they would heretofore have been promptly 
extended, at his request, and no difficulty will now be made, should he request it, in so directing the 
court as to accomplish his object. The defect on this point, if one exist, is not perceived. It was not 
the intention of the Department, at the suggestion or solicitation of Captain Porter, to direct the court 
to inquire into the conduct of other officers, of whose actions the Department saw no cause to complain: 
who had not asked for any inquiry; and for whom it was not perceived that he had any authority is 
demand it; much less was it the intention of the Department, on an inquiry asked by him, to snbmit to 
the court the legality or the propriety of the orders given to him. Nor is it believed that the precept 
can bear any such construction. With this view of the matters contained in the papers submitted, the 
Department has only to direct that the court, constituted as it is, proceed to make the inquiry directed 
by the precept. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Ricnarp 8, Coxe, Esq., Judge Advocate of the Naval Court of Inquiry, at the Navy Yard, Washington. 





GENTLEMEN OF THE Court: Before proceeding to the examination of any witnesses in my defence, I 
must beg leave to enter my protest against the decision of the Secretary of the Navy, as regards the 
legality of the formation of the court. A question of law and justice, on which the court, cither from 
incompetency or delicacy, are unwilling to come to a decision, should not be decided on by the officer with 
whom the illegality and injustice complained of is supposed to have originated. A question of the 
importance of the one submitted to you, I was impressed with a belief at the time of presenting it, would 
be, and am still of the opinion should be, submitted to the Attorney General of the United States, if the 
court from any cause was unwilling to take the responsibility on itself. And in order that I may not be 
supposed to have given my assent to any circumstance which, by any tribunal hereafter, may be supposed 
to vitiate the legality of your proceedings, I must beg leave to decline taking any part whatever in this 
investigation until the question I have submitted to you is decided on by competent authority: a ques- 
tion, not originating in any captious disposition on my part to create difficulties, as it would appear from 
the quotations in the Secretary’s letter is supposed to be the case, but from a sincere desire that every 
proceeding in the case should be conducted according to the strictest principles of law and justice. ; 

If an error, as is intimated, was committed in point of form, in the time taken to state my objection, 
the court will no doubt recollect that the error did not orig nate with me. I apprised the members 
assembled, before its formation, of my intention, and adopted the time suggested to me by the judge 
advocate. But even if an error had been committed by me, merely in point of form, is it just, considering 
all circumstances, that the party opposed to me should avail itse’f of this error to my disadvantage, when 
no intimation whatever of the error was made to me at any time, either by the court or its law adviser. 
That I did not apply to the Department before the meeting of the court, to remedy the evil complained of, 
scarcely needs an explanation; if it does, you have it now in the decision of the Secretary. 

I feel it due to myself, in making this protest, to place on the record my reply to the intimation that 
the precept would have been changed on my application before the meeting of the court. You have 
already been made acquainted with the language used in my application for the investigation sought for 
by me; it is therefore unnecessary to repeat it. The Secretary, in what purports to be his reply, dated 
on the 16th of March, states as follows: 


“It has become my duty to apprise you of the determination of the Executive, that a court of inquiry 
will be formed, as soon as circumstances will permit, to examine into the occurrence at Foxardo, which 
was the occasion of your recall, and also to comply with the request contained in your letter of the 8th 
inst.” 

I must observe that I understood the Secretary to mean, by the letter of the 8th, my letter of the 
2d, as I never made any request of him in my letter of that date, relating to any subject submitted to 
you. Confiding in the assurance of his reply, I was greatly surprised at the wording of the precept, and 
I must leave you to decide whether, after it had been issued, the court was not the proper medium 
through which I was bound to communicate with the Secretary. I will further remark that, im the letter 
accompanying the precept, the Secretary, from some objections to the style of my letter, thought proper 
to remind me of the relation which subsists between me and the Department; and not willing that offence 
should in future be taken when none was intended, or to incur a similar reproof, when none was deserved, 
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I thought it safest on my own account that all my communications should, in future, be made to you, and 
through you. 


Nore.—The words italicised and marked, were made by the court as disrespectful. 





Wasnineton, May 5, 1825. 

GENTLEMEN OF THE Court: Having carefully perused the paper commented on by the court, on account 
of which it has thought proper to pass censure, and not being able to detect in it a single expression 
which bears the. constraction the court has thought proper to place on it, I cannot consent, by any altera- 
tion on my part, to admit that by it any disrespect was intended, by me, cither to the court or to the 
head of the Navy Department; and it is the cause of great surprise to me that the court should have 
entertained such an opinion. 

The court having thought proper to underscore, as disrespectful, the word incompetency, as used by 
me in relation to it, 1 beg to state distinctly that the word was not used in regard to intellectual incom- 
petency, and in no other sense could it be offensive; but with respect to its legal incompetency, (in the 
opposite sense in which the court itself applied the word competency) which was supposed to be admitted 
when the subject was referred to the Secretary for his decision. Delicacy I did not conceive to be the 
only motive for the course taken by the court, as I did not believe it a sufficient and satisfactory one; 
being under the impression that it was the duty of every officer to perform the service confided to him, 
however delicate, provided it be legal. 

The declining to make a decision on my first application, and referring the subject to the Secretary 
of the Navy, was, as I supposed, an admission of the incompetency of the court to decide, or a voluntary 
relinquishment of its right, if it possessed it,—a right which I am of opinion the court cannot again 
resume, after the opinion of the Secretary is at its request made known. If the court had the right to 
decide in the first instance, no delicacy should have prevented its decision; but, relinquishing its right, 
I am under the impression it cannot resume it to decide now as to its legality, and I cannot acquiesce 
either in a power to decide, the propriety of the decision it has come to, or the rule it has established 
with regerd to the course it has thought proper to adopt toward me. If I am not permitted to appear 
before the court on terms of perfect equality with my accusers, whoever they may be, and to defend 
myself in the way which may appear to me the most proper, (always observing due respect to the court 
and the Secretary, ) I must in justice to myself decline suffering any defence which may be liable to be 
weakened by an interposition on the part of this or of any other tribunal. 

With this remark, I beg leave to adhere to the determination expressed in the paper on which the 
court has animadverted with so much, and, I think, with such undeserved severity. 

TI have the honor to return to the court a copy of the paper commented on, underscored, and marked 
by it as objectionable; together with a copy as it was submitted by me to the court. 

Ihave the honor to be, with sentiments of the highest respect, 
The court’s very obedient servant, 
D. PORTER. 

The President and Members of the Court of Inquiry, now in session. 


DOCUMENTS. 


No. 1. 


U.S. Sup Joun Apamus, Passage Island, November 15, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, on my arrival at St. Thomas, I was informed that Lieu- 
tenant Commandant Platt, of the United States schooner Beagle, who had visited Foxardo, a town on the 
ast coast of Porto Rico, about two miles from the sea, for the purpose of making inquiries respecting a 
quantity of dry goods, supposed to have been deposited there by pirates, was, after being recognized as 
an American officer by the proper authorities, there imprisoned and shamefully treated. 

Indignant at the outrages which have been so repeatedly heaped on us by the authorities of Porto 
Rico, I proceeded to this place, where I left the ship, and taking with me the schooners Grampus and 
Beagle, and the boats of the John Adams, with Captain Dallas and part of his officers, seamen, and 
marines, proceeded to the port of Foxardo, where, finding preparations were making to fire on us from 
the battery on shore, I sent a party of seamen and marines to spike the guns, which was done in a few 
minutes, as the Spaniards fled on the landing of the party. I then landed with two hundred men, and 
marched to the town, spiking on the way the guns of a small battery, placed for the defence of a pass on 
the road, and reached the town in about thirty minutes after landing. I found them prepared for defence, 
as they had received intimation from St. Thomas of my intention of visiting the place. I halted about 
pistol shot from their forces drawn up on the outskirts of the town, and sent in a flag, requiring the 
alealde or governor, with the captain of the port, the principal offenders, to come to me to make atone- 
ment for the outrage, giving them one hour to deliberate. They appeard accordingly, and after begging 
pardon (in the presence of all the officers) of the officer who had been insulted, and expressing great 
penitence, I permitted them to return to the town, on their promising to respect all American officers who 
may visit them hereafter. 

We then returned to the vessels and left the harbor, after being at anchor three hours. As we were 
getting under way, a number of persons appeared on the beach, bearing a white flag, and having with 
them some bullocks and a number of horses, apparently laden, no doubt a present from the authorities of 
the place, which they informed me they should send me. 
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There is no doubt that our persons and our flag will be more respected, hereafter, than they have 
been by the authorities of Porto Rico. 
Every officer and man, on this occasion, conducted themselves in a manner to mect my entire 
approbation. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 


D. PORTER. 





No. 2. 
U.S. Sup Jonny Apaus, Thompson’s Island, January 1, 1825. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you copies of the statements made to me, which induced me to 
take the step I did, as regards the Spanish authorities at Foxardo. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) 
Hon. Saw’ L. Sourmarp. 


D. PORTER. 





No. 3. 


U.S. Scnooner Beacue, St. Thomas, November 11, 1824. 


Sir: At 10 in the morning of the 26th of October last, I received intelligence that the American 
consul’s store had been forcibly entered on the preceding night, and robbed of goods to the amount of 
$5,000. With this report, the American consul requested me, provided it would prove consistent with 
my duties, to sail in quest of those who it was supposed had clandestinely left the harbor, the night 
preceding, in a small boat, and generally believed by those acquainted in St. Thomas to have proceeded to 
the port of Foxardo, on the east end of Porto Rico. 

I directly gave the necessary orders to prepare for sea. Having received a good pilot on board, I 
was enabled by noon to proceed in quest of the marauders. Standing along the south side of Crabb 
Island, discovered a sloop in Settlement Bay, boarded her, and received information of a piratical sloop- 
rigged boat to the leeward, and had been for some time past infesting the coast. This information 
induced me to alter my course, and steer for the west end of Crabb Island. At 10 A. M. discovered a 
sloop beating to windward, and the small, sloop-rigged boat standing from the land. At 10 o’clock 50 
min. fired a shot to bring the sloop to; at 10 o’clock 55 min. fired again; she hove about and stood for the 
land; spoke the sloop—from St. Croix, bound to St. Thomas—made all sail for the sloop boat, which run 
into Bay, and her crew abandoned her. At 11 o’clock 15 min. came to, and took possession of the 
deserted boat; at 11 o’clock 45 min. made sail and stood for the southeast end of Porto Rico, and at sun- 
set came to in the harbor of Foxardo. 

On the morning of the 27th, a creole visited me from shore, who bore an invitation from the com- 
mandant to me to visit him. At 7 A. M.,in company with Lieut. Ritchie, the pilot, and the consul’s clerk, 
I landed. For our better success, we appeared in the character of citizens. On my reaching the shore, 
the register of my vessel was demanded; I explained the object of my visit and the policy of appearing 
in disguise; this, however, proved of no avail; I was not allowed to proceed to Foxardo, Supposing 
that the person who made these demands had no authority to detain me, I, in company with Lieut. 
titchie, proceeded to the port of Foxardo, and explained, in the most satisfactory manner to the captain 
of the port, the object of my visit, and produced a private letter from Mr. Cabot, American consul, to a 
merchant in that place, in relation to the service in which we were engaged. Having observed the neces- 
sary forms and ceremonies with regard to the captain of the port, we then waited upon the alcalde, and 
further acquainted him with our mission, &c., who proffered us every assistance. Having made a few 
inquiries in some of the retail stores which had an immediate tendency to bring to light any who may 
have been engaged in this traffic, we received a positive order to repair to the alcalde’s house, where we 
were also received by the captain of the port, who damned us as pirates, and requested of me my register, 
papers, &c. I stated I possessed no register; I carried no papers, other than my commission, and that of 
my officers. We were seized as culprits and conveyed to prison. To satisfy them of my real character, 
of which they pretended they had no positive proof, I consented, though repugnant to my feelings, to 
have my commission sent me; after its production, they declared it a forgery, and again remanded us to 
prison, declaring he would not release us until he had heard from St. John’s. I then demanded to know 
what was further required; the reply was, “ your appointment as lieutenant commandant of that vessel 
is what you must produce.” I at first hesitated, and would not comply; but not wishing on my part to 
commit any action which might have a tendency to disturb the harmony existing between the respective 
governments, I produced my appointment as lieutenant commandant. A council of oflicers was called 
with other citizens of the place, who, after having heaped upon us the most shameful outrages, permitted 
us to depart on board. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) CHARLES T. PLATT, Lieutenant Commandant U. S. Schooner Beagle. 


To Commodore Davin Porter, U. SN. 
? 
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No. 4. 
Sr. Tuomas, November 12, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the store of Cabot, Baily & Co. was broken open on the 
night of the 24th ult, and property to a considerable amount stolen; and having strong reasons to believe 
that the robbery was committed by a gang of thieves who harbor in the Island of Porto Rico, I commu- 
nicated the same to Captain Platt, of the U. 8S. schooner Beagle, who very promptly offered to go there in 
pursuit of them, and started for Foxardo on the morning of the 25th, with a pilot which I furnished him, 
and a young man from the counting house, with a description of the goods, and a letter of introduction 
to Mr. Juan Campos from one of the most respectable houses in this place, and well known in that quar- 
ter. The manner in which Captain Platt was received and treated has no doubt been communicated to 
you by him. 

I beg leave to enclose a letter from Messrs. Bergeest & Uhlhorn, confirming the facts of the late rob- 
beries in this island having, in most instances, been traced to the quarter of Porto Rico where Captain 
Platt went. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


STEPHEN CABOT, U. S. V. Consular Agent, 
To Commodore Davin Porter. 





No. 5. 


Sir: At the request of our friend, Mr. Stephen Cabot, we beg leave to state to you some facts relative 
to the robberies lately committed in the island. 

Our own store, and, amongst others, those of our neighbors, Messrs. Ellis, Gibson & Co., Jno. Kettell, 
Esq., Robert Alexander, Esq., Saubot, Joubert & Co., were forcibly broken open, property to a very large 
amount stolen, and a considerable part of the goods traced to Naguabo, near Foxardo; in consequence of 
which, and the circumstance that about ten days previous to the robbery committed in the store of Messrs. 
Cabot, Baily & Co., a gang of desperate thieves made their escape from the prison at the city of Puerto 
Rico, as also that every search had been made here on shore, as well as in the harbor, and nothing dis- 
covered, except that the goods stolen had been carried off by the sea-side, induced us to recommend to 
those gentlemen sending down a person to Foxardo, as being probably the means of tracing the robbers. 

Desirous of assisting our friends, Messrs. Cabot, Baily & Co., in this object, we gave one of their 
clerks, and who, we understood, was to go down in the U. 8. schooner Beagle, a letter of recommenda- 
tion to our friend, Mr. Juan Campos, in Foxardo, who had on former occasions of the same nature been 
the means of discovering the property and perpetrators, namely, in the case of Messrs. Ellis, Gibson & 
Co. and our own. 

We have the honor to be, with sentiments of the highest regard, sir, 
Your obedient, humble servants, 
BERGEEST & UHLHORN. 

To Commodore Davip Porter. 

Sr. Toomas, November 11, 1824. 





No. 6. 


Navy Deparment, December 27, 1824. 


Str: Your letter of the 15th November last, relating to the extraordinary transactions at Foxardo, in 
the Island of Porto Rico, on the — of that month, has been received and considered. It is not intended, 
at this time, to pronounce an opinion on the propriety of those transactions on your part, but their 
importance demands for them a full investigation; and you will proceed, without unnecessary delay, to 
this place, to furnish such explanations as may be required, of everything connected with their cause, 
origin, progress and termination. For that purpose you will bring with you those officers whose testi- 
mony is necessary, particularly Lieut. Platt, and such written evidence as you may suppose useful. 

You will return in such convenient vessel as may be best spared from the squadron, and on your 
leaving the station you will deliver the command to Captain Warrington, with all such papers, instruc- 
tions and information as may be useful to enable him, in the most effectual manner, to accomplish all the 
objects for which the vessels now under your command were placed there. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 





SAM’L L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davip Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, ée. 





Navy Departuent, December 29, 1824. 


Smr: I have thought proper to relieve Captain Porter. You will proceed in the Constellation, if 
ready, if not ready, in the Shark, with all dispatch to Thompson’s Island, and if Captain Porter be not 
there, to such place as you may be induced to believe you will be most likely to find him. If, on your 
passage to Thompson’s Island, you receive information where he is, you are at liberty to change your 
route, the object being to find him as early as possible 

You will deliver the letter directed to him, and, on his leaving the station, receive from him the 
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command of the squadron, with such papers and instructions as he may furnish. You have enclosed copy 
of the original orders to Captain Porter, dated Ist Feb., 1823, with extracts from others, You will take 
o . . . . . . . . 
them for your guide, and follow their directions. It is confidently expected that you will exhibit zeal, 
caution, and perseverance, in discharge of your duties. 
I am, very respectfully, 


(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Capt. Lewis Warrineton, Norfolk, Va. 


U.S. Sure Joun Apams, Thompson’s Island, January 30, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your orders of the 17th ult., informing me of 
your reception of mine of the 15th of Nov. relating to what you have been pleased to term ‘the extra- 
ordinary transactions at Foxardo,’”’ and recalling me from my command for a full investigation of my 
conduct in that affair. Agreeably to your orders, I shall leave this place for Washington “ without unne- 
cessary delay,” and have taken measures to obtain all the testimony necessary, and such written evidence 
as I suppose useful; and on my arrival in the United States, shall hold myself ready to justify my conduct 
in every particular, not only by the laws of nations and of nature, and by highly approved precedent, 
but, if necessary, by the orders of the Secretary of the Navy. 

To use the emphatic language of Mr. Adams, “by all the laws of neutrality and war, as well as of 
prudence and humanity,” I was warranted in chastising and intimidating the authorities of a place who 
had not only become the allies and protectors of outlaws and pirates, but our active enemies, by the 
imprisonment and forcible detention of an American officer, while in the performance of his duties. 
“There will need,” continues Mr. Adams, ‘‘no citation from printed treatises on international law to 
prove the correctness of this principle. It is engraved in adamant on the common sense of mankind, 
No writer upon the laws of nations ever pretended to contradict it; none of any reputation or authority 
ever omitted to insert it.” I am willing, sir, to submit my conduct in this affair to the strictest investi- 
gation, and if I cannot fully justify it, I shall cheerfully submit to the severest punishment that can be 
inflicted; but if it shall appear that the motives which influenced me were founded in patriotism, that the 
necessity for my conduct really existed, and that ‘“‘my vindication is written in every page of the law of 
nations, as well as the first law of nature, self-defence,” I shall then hope that atonement will be made 
for this forcible withdrawal, for an alleged offence, from my command, by restoring me to my former 
station, and allowing me to retire from it in a manner more honorable to myself and my country, and less 
injurious to my feelings and character. 

This, sir, will be an act of justice that I hope will not be denied to me. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Samcet L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Wasuineton, March 1, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, in obedience to your orders, I have come to this place, and 
I now await your further directions. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Samven L. SovtrHarp. 


Marine Barracks, Allenton, Thompson’s Island, February 6, 1825 


I, Thomas B. Barton, first lieutenant of marines, in the service of the United States, and command- 
ing the marines on this station, do make the following statement of facts in relation to the proceedings 
of Commodore David Porter, commander-in-chief of the naval forces of the United States in the West 
Indies, &c., at Foxardo, in the Island of Porto Rico, in the month of November, 1824: 

The United States schooner Grampus, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore Porter, with the U. 
S. schooner Beagle in company, arrived in the harbor of Foxardo on the 14th of November, 1824, about 
8 o’clock, A. M. I was a passenger in the Grampus. Both vessels entered the harbor with the U. S. 
ensign displayed. We had scarcely let go our anchor, which was done directly opposite a two-gun 
battery on the summit of a hill, elevated perhaps eighty feet above the level of the ocean, when I per- 
ceived twenty or more men in the battery, loading and training the guns in the direction of the Grampus. 
I soon after received orders through Lieut. Sloat, commandant of the schooner, to be in readiness to com- 
mand the marine guard attached to her, fourteen in number, and to proceed in the launch, the largest 
boat of the Grampus, with Lieut. Pendergrast, her first lieutenant. The latter officer received the follow- 
ing orders in substance from Commodore Porter, in my presence: To proceed in tne direction of the two- 
gun battery, directly opposite, and land the men under his command at as little hazard as possible; to 
take the battery, spike the guns, and destroy the ammunition; and then pursue the direction of the 
main body, under the command of the commodore in person. Lieutenant Pendergrast was particularly 
ordered not to fire a gun, unless he met with resistance; and not to permit the men to commit any depre- 
dation upon persons or property. We then pulled off from the Grampus, in a direction for the battery, 
and perceiving that they were training their guns, one to bear on the Grampus, and one on our launch, 
we made the best of our way to effect a landing in the rear of the fort, which we succeeded in doing in 
so short a space of time that they could not bring the gun to bear on us, which they were using every 
exertion to do. 
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Having succeeded in landing in rear of the battery, we mounted the hill with muskets, pistols and 
cutlasses, and discovered the works to be that moment deserted by the Spaniards. We took quiet pos- 
session, and found two long eighteen-pounders, one of them charged with a cartridge of powder, a round 
shot, and a cannister filled with grape shot, musket balls and spikes, the gun primed, and a lighted match 
placed near it. The other gun was partly charged, but was deserted before the loading of her was 
completed. Agrecably to orders, we spiked the guns with files; and finding one or two charges of pow- 
der, and a cannister with grape, musket balls and spikes, alongside one of the guns, the ammunition 
was destroyed. After having secured the battery conformably to orders, we re-embarked in our launch, 
and proceeded in the direction of the main body, which had landed near the road leading to the town of 
Foxardo. After we reached the landing, I was ordered by Commodore Porter to remain with a guard 
under my command, to protect the boats during his absence with the main body; and I was particularly 
ordered to permit no man on my guard, upon any consideration, to commit depredations upon the inhabi- 
tants or their property; which order was obeyed. 

(Signed ) THOS. B. BARTON, Lieutenant commanding Marines. 


Sworn before me this 7th of February, 1825. 
(Signed ) JNO. R. MIFFLIN, 
Justice of the Peace in and for the county of Monroe, Territory of Florida. 





An act to continue in force ‘An act to protect the commerce of the United States, and punish the crime of 
piracy,” and also to make further provision for punishing the crime of piracy. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, if any person shall, upon the high seas, or in any open 
roadstead, or in any haven, basin or bay, or in any river where the sea ebbs and flows, commit the crime 
of robbery, in or upon any ship or vessel, or upon any of the ship’s company of any ship or vessel, or the 
lading thereof, such person shall be adjudged to be a pirate; and being thereof convicted before the 
circuit court of the United States for the district into which he shall be brought, or in which he shall be 
found, shall suffer death. And if any person engaged in any piratical cruise or enterprise, or being of 
the crew or ship’s company of any piratical ship or vessel, shall land from such ship or vessel, and on 
shore shall commit robbery, such person shall be adjudged a pirate, and on conviction thereof before the 
circuit court of the United States for the district into which he shall be brought, or in which he shall be 
found, shall suffer death. Provided, That nothing in this section contained shall be construed to deprive 
any particular State of its jurisdiction over such offences, when committed within the body of a county, 
or authorize the courts of the United States to try any such offenders, after conviction or acquittance for 
the same offence in a State court. 

H. CLAY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN GAILLARD, President of the Senate pro tempore. 

Wasuincton, May 15, 1820. 

Approved: JAMES MONROE. 





DEFENCE, 


Having been displaced from my command, by order of the Secretary of the Navy, to furnish such 
explanations as may be required of everything connected with the cause, origin, progress, and termina- 
tion, of my “transactions” at Foxardo, I must refer to the letters of Lieut. Platt, Mr. S. Cabot, and 
Mr. Bergeest, for the origin; to my letter to the Governor of Foxardo, and my official report to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, for the progress and termination; and to the following explanation for the cause: 

I rest my justification on the laws of nations and of nature, highly approved precedents, and the 
orders of the Secretary of the Navy. 

I shall show, in the order I have placed them, how far I am justified on each of those grounds, and 
trust that I shall not only fully acquit myself of any charge of wickedness, wantonness, rashness, or 
indiscretion, but prove that I should have failed in my duty to my country had I not punished, by intimi- 
dation or otherwise, the people and government of Foxardo. 

It is not, nor can it be, denied, that pirates are considered, by the laws of nations, the enemies of the 
human race; and this being the case, it is the duty of all nations to put them down. In the case of 
pirates, then, there are no neutrals; it being the duty of all nations to put them down, all nations are 
allies against them. In the case of belligerents, where the army of one party enters the territory of a 
neutral power, the army of the other has a right to follow it there; and the right is strengthened if the 
pursuing army follow its enemy into the territory of anally, This is the doctrine contained in my instructions. 

Spain, and the dependencies of Spain, are as much bound as any others in the alliance for the sup- 
pression of piracy; and if she fails in her obligation, she is responsible for the omission, and must neces- 
sarily suffer the inconveniences resulting from the endeavors of others to put down the system, among 
which are the destruction cof fishermen’s houses and boats on the coasts of the islands frequented by 
pirates, the seizure of suspicious vessels and persons, and the alarm and damage done in fresh pursuit. 

Of these she has no rizht to complain, if she makes no effort of her own to put down piracy, and 
heretofore never has complained, even when considerable efforts of her own have been made. If then, as 
the ally of Spain, we have a right to land on her shores; and having a right to land there, have a right 
also to all her ‘countenance and support; what follows if the right is denied to us? If, so far from 
giving us countenance and support, piracy is aided and abetted, an asylum is offered to pirates, and those 
who land in pursuit are seized and imprisoned, does not the nation, city, town, or people, who thus make 
common cause with pirates, lose all respect for their own character, forfeit all the respect of others, aban- 
don the advantage of the common alliance, and become, not only the allies of pirates, but our open and 
active enemies, and justify us treating them as such? As enemies, then, we have the certain and undoubted 
right to land, pursue, chastise, and intimidate them; and the principle is the same, whether they are the 
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inhabitants of a fishing hut, of a town, a city, a province, or a nation. The magnitude of the object 
makes no change in the principle; and what is justifiable in one case, is justifiable in the other: territo- 
rial immunity is as much invaded and violated by the burning of a hut, as by desolating a province. The 
punishment in either case, must, of course, depend on circumstances, and the means of him who has it in 
charge to suppress piracy. 

The people and authorities of Foxardo, by the imprisonment of an American officer in pursuit of 
pirates, lost all respect for their own character, by becoming, not only the allies of pirates, but our open 
enemies, and of course, were not only not entitled to any respect from me, but laid themselves liable to 
chastisement, in the event of my means justifying the enterprise which the first law of nature, self-pre- 
servation, loudly called on me to undertake, for fear their example should become contagious, and much 
inconvenience and bloodshed should be the consequence. 

The officers under my command have often been employed on duty similar to that of Lieut. Platt, by my 
order: the orders given by me to them have, in every instance, been in strict conformity with those of 
the Secretary of the Navy; and they have the same right to my protection in their execution, as I con- 
ceive I have to that of the Secretary of the Navy. Without the assurance of this right, where is the 
officer, let me ask, who would be willing to execute the orders of his superior? 

Acting on this principle, which is in accordance with common sense and justice, I undertook the 
enterprise to chastise and intimidate the authorities of a town, who had forfeited their character as 
allies to us by becoming the allies of pirates, and our open enemies; as much to prevent a repetition of 
the offence they had committed, as to assure those under my command that they should receive every 
countenance, suppert and protection from me, in the performance of their lawful duties, and by that 
means encourage them to make laudable efforts to effect the objects for which the expedition to suppress 
piracy was fitted out. The manner of my performing this duty, I trust, needs no apology; it was done 
in a way best calculated to prevent an effusion of blood, and to secure the innocent inhabitants from 
injury; the object was effected in a manner not only to satisfy the officers and men under my command 
that redress under such injuries was certain, but the people of Foxardo also, and others similarly situated, 
that numbers and distance were no security to them. 

The spiking of their guns was a matter of necessity. Tad I not done so, there can be no doubt that 
some of us would have shared the fate of Lieutenant Cocke, who was killed from the batteries of St. 
John’s, the capital of the same island in which Foxardo is situated, at a time when the character of the 
expedition and its object were both known to its chief, for which outrage no redress has yet been obtained, 
and which the strength of the place, and the weakness of the force under my command, prevented my 
seeking, forcibly, at the time it was committed. 

It is almost useless to quote from writers on international law to support the principles I have stated 
to have guided me in my conduct in relation to the affair of Foxardo; but, having said that I have acted 
in conformity to the laws of nations, it may be expected that I should by good authority support my 
assertion. 

Vattel is an author frequently quoted, and his authority may be deemed a sufficient guide for one 
who has all his life been engaged in other pursuits than the study of international law, and has been 
more frequently placed in emergencies where he has been under the necessity of resorting to the resources 
of his own mind than afforded the opportunity of referring to books as his guide. 

By a reference to book third, chapter six, section ninety-four, of Vattel, it is stated that ‘every 
associate of my enemy is indeed himself my enemy; it matters little whether any one makes war on me 
directly and in his own name, or under the auspices of another; whatever rights war gives me against 
my pringipal enemy, the like it gives me against all his associates.” On this principle, then, the authori- 
ties and people of Foxardo became my enemies by associating With my enemies; and whatever right war 
gave me against the pirates, it gave me against Foxardo; and having this right, I should have been per- 
fectly justifiable in making goud my threat to burn the town if it had not been ransomed by suitable 
concessions, and a promise on the part of the authorities to pursue in future a different course from the 
one that caused my visit there. 

As the allies of Spain against the common enemy, we had a right to its countenance and support, to 
the extent of its means, in pursuit of pirates; we had a right, as allies, to cross the territorial boundaries 


’ 
of Spain to pursue them, and in doing so there was no cause for offence on the part of Spain; the object 
being lawful and usual, resistance, therefore, to the exercise of this right, became an offence on the 
part of Spain, and an injury to us of which we have a right to complain and to obtain redress. 

Vattel, book second, chapter second, section nineteenth, says: ‘‘Nothing is more opposite to the 
duties of humanity, nor more contrary to the society which should be cultivated by nations, than offences 
or actions which give a just displeasure to others; every nation, therefore, should avoid giving any real 
offence; I say real, for, should he who manifests a displeasure at our behavior, when we are only using 
our rights, or fulfilling our duties, he is to blame, not we.” 

According to Vattel, not only Foxardo, not only Porto Rico, but Spain herself, is answerable for the 
conduct of her subjects; and, if she fails to restrain their mischievous and base attempts, lays herself 
liable to the same punishment as those who did the injury, and it is the duty of all nations to unite in 
treating her as the common enemy of mankind. For years past we have been suffering under the inju- 
ries we have received from the people and authorities of Porto Rico, and no redress has been obtained 
from the mother country;—more perhaps from inability to restrain and control her colonies, than from any 
want of will on her part to do us justice. Porto Rico, must, therefore, be considered in a measure inde- 
pendent of Spain, so far that Spain cannot, or will not, prevent a repetition of the injuries which have 
been the subject of complaint from us. We therefore have a right to use the means we have of obtaining 
redress, or of inflicting punishment on her for injuries, atonement for which is withheld from us; and it is 
the duty of all nations to unite with us to treat the people of Porto Rico as the enemies of the human 
race. Vattal, book 2d, ch. 6th, sec. 78: ‘‘In short, there is another case, where the nation in general is 
guilty of the base attempt of its members. This is when, by its manners or the maxims of its govern- 
ment, it accustoms and authorizes its citizens to plunder and use ill foreigners indifferently, or to make 
inroads into the neighboring countries, &c. Thus the nation of the Usbecks is guilty of all the robberies 
committed by the individuals of which it is composed. The princes, whose subjects are robbed and mas- 
sacred, and whose lands are infested by these robbers, may justly punish the entire nation. What do I 
say?—all nations have a right to enter into a league against such a people, to repress them, and to treat 
them as the common enemies of the human race.’’ 
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A nation or people, then, known to be of a base and mischievous character, who have been in the 
frequent habit of making injurious attempts, such as the Barbary powers, and the people and authorities 
of Porto Rico, and who, by policy, manners, or maxims of government, encourages, accustoms, and 
authorizes its citizens to depredate on the property of others, not only justifies reprisal, but authorizes 
the nations injured by them to provide for their own security by punishing the offender; by inflicting a 
punishment on him calculated to deter him from like attempts, and deterring others. It has a right to 
use every honest attempt to prevent evil to itself, even by anticipating the machinations of the people or 

ower engaged in opposition to its interests, and put him out of the condition to injure it. 

The following quotation is so full on the subject, that I deem it unnecessary to offer anything more 
in justification and in support of the principles adopted by myself, except to show that what a nation 
may do, may be done, and has often been done, by individuals, acting on the presumed wishes of the 
government to which they belong. 

Vattel, book 2d, chap. 4th, sec. 56: “It is safest to prevent the evil when it can be done. A nation 
has a right to resist an injurious attempt, and to make use of force and every honest means against the 
power that is actually engaged in opposition to it, and even to anticipate its machinations, always observ- 
ing not to attack it upon vague and uncertain suspicions, in order to avoid exposing itself to become an 
unjust aggressor. When the evil is done, the same right of security authorizes the offended to endeavor 
to obtain a complete reparation, and, if necessary, to employ force for that purpose ”’ 

“In short, the offended has a right to provide for his security for the future, and to punish the 
offender by inflicting on him a pain capable of deterring him afterwards from the like attempts, and of 
intimidating those who shall be tempted to imitate him. He may even, if necessary, put the aggressor 
out of the condition to injure him. He makes use of his right in all these measures, when guided by 
reason; and, if any evil results from it to him who lays him under the necessity of acting thus, he can 
accuse none but his own injustice.” 

“If, then, there is anywhere a nation of a restless and mischievous disposition, always ready to 
injure others, to traverse their designs, and to raise domestic troubles, it is not to be doubted that all 
have a right to join, in order to repress, chastise, and put it ever after out of its power to injure them.”’ 

In book 3d, chap. 15th, sec. 228, Vattel lays it down asa general principle, ‘That there are occa- 
sions when the subject may reasonably suppose the sovereign’s will, and act in consequence of his tacit 
commands.” It was this principle that authorized and justified Commodore Dale to commence hostilities 
against the Tripolitans, in 1801, when it was believed that war was intended by them; neither Commo- 
dore Dale nor Captain Sterret, the officer who made the first capture, were censured, but, to the contrary, 
were highly applauded; and the latter received the thanks of Congress, and a sword, although, at the 
time, war had not been declared against Tripoli. It was this principle that authorized and justified Com- 
modore Rodgers in blockading the port of Tunis, and forcing the Bey to terms, and afterwards drawing 
his ships up before the batteries of Tangier, and threatening hostilities to the Emperor of Morocco, in 
the year 1805. It also authorized and justified Commodore Decatur in threatening hostilities to the Bey 
of ‘Tunis and the Bashaw of Tripoli, in the year 1815, and forcing them to restore large amounts of 
money, taken from our citizens. Neither of these officers were censured for conduct which they believed 
to be in accordance with the wishes of the nation, although the United States had not declared war 
against those powers. 

- It is this principle that authorizes and justifies the officers commanding troops on our distant fron- 
tiers to commence hostilities against the Indian tribes, without declaration of war on the part of the 
nation. ‘They act, in all cases, on its presumed wishes, and we know of no instance of censure. 

It was this principle that authorized and justified General Jackson, without orders, to take posses- 
sion of Fort St. Marks, and afterwards Pensacola, and to issue orders for the destruction of the Negro 
fort, on the Suwannee. The interest of our country, the safety of its citizens, the repose of our frontier, 
required that he should do so. He acted on the supposed will of the nation; and, so far from being cen- 
sured, he has been rewarded with the support of the government, and the applause of his country. In 
not one of the cases cited, it is believed, had the officers any instructions whatever that authorized the 
act. 

In the case of General Jackson, it is expressly stated by Mr. Adams, in his correspondence with Mr. 
Forsyth, that the occupation of these places in Florida, by General Jackson, ‘‘ was not by any order 
received by him from the government to that effect, nor with any view of wresting the province from the 
possession of Spain, nor in any spirit of hostility to the Spanish government; that it arose from incidents 
which arose in the prosecution of the war against the Indians; from the imminent danger in which the 
Fort of St. Mark was of being seized by the Indians themselves; and from the manifestations of hostility 
to the United States by the Commandant of St. Mark, and the Governor of Pensacola, the proofs of 
which were made known to General Jackson, and impelled him, from the necessity of self-defence, to the 
step of which the Spanish government complains.” 

I shall now proceed to point out the resemblance between General Jackson’s case and mine; and 
doubt not but it will be agreed that the magnitude of the scale of his operation, and the comparative 
insignificance of mine, do not change the principle; for, should this be the case, I am tenfold criminal in 
the numerous fishing huts I have destroyed on the coasts of Cuba, For, to say that I am justified in 
destroying fishing huts for harboring pirates, but not to threaten the destruction of a town for the same 
offence, while Generak Jackson, for the same reason, is justified in possessing himself of a province, is 
preposterous. I have shown before, that the same reasons that justify acting in the one case would 
jutify acting in the other. That the destruction of the numerous fishing establishments, and the break- 
ing them up, almost entirely, on the coast of Cuba, when suspected of giving shelter to the common 
enemy, has never been considered a violation of territory, I have proofs, in the acknowledgment of the 
‘aptain general, a very short time before leaving the West Indies, to account for the transactions at Fox- 
ardo; he expresses himself as follows: 

“T regret, very sensibly, that you are about to retire from the command of the United States forces 
in these seas; not only from the able manner in which you have discharged the important duties which 
have been confided to you, but from the just considerations with which you have always respected the 
territorial rights of the Island of Cuba. Permit me, sir, to offer my acknowledgments, and to avail 
myself of this occasion to confirm the assurances of my high consideration and esteem.” 

I have before shown, that the authorities and people of Foxardo should, in justice, not only be con- 
sidered as the allies of the pirates, but as our open enemies, did a decision on their conduct rest only on 
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the imprisonment of Lieut. Platt, after his object and character were both made known; but there are 
proofs in the letter of Mr. Bergeest that on two former occasions, in the case of Messrs. Ellis, Gibson & 
Co., and that of Messrs. Bergeest & Uhlhorn, the goods were traced to Foxardo, recovered, and the per- 
petrators detected. Foxardo could therefore be considered only as a piratical rendezvous, and I should 
have been perfectly justifiable in treating it as such by its total destruction. But not wishing to proceed 
to such extremities, if atonement for the past and security for the future could be obtained by milder 
means; and as the enterprise was undertaken, as my whole conduct shows, in no hostility to the Spanish 
government, nor with a desire to punish the innocent, who must have necessarily suffered by the destrue- 
tion of the town, I tried amicable, before I resorted to forcible means to obtain the satisfaction which 
the violence and insult offered to my country, in the person of one of its officers, loudly demanded. ‘“B 
all the laws of neutrality and war, as well as of prudence and humanity,” | was warranted in chastising 
and intimidating the authorities and people of Foxardo; I was warranted in taking measures to prevent 
injury to me, and those under my command—seceing that injury was intended—by spiking their guns; 
and which, as appears by Lieut. Barton’s testimony, was not done, or even ordered to be done, until the 
batteries were manned, and the guns trained on our vessels, (all bearing the American flag, ) with evident 
design of hostility. I was warranted, in fact, in anticipating my enemy. 

“There will need (continues Mr. Adams) no citations from printed treatises on international law to 
prove the correctness of this principle. It is engraven in adamant on the common sense of mankind; no 
writer upon the law of nations ever pretended to contradict it—none of any reputation or authority ever 
omitted to insert it.’’ 

The manly vindication of General Jackson, in the following quotation, and from the same pen, would 
alone, in the absence of all instructions, and all other guides and lights on the subject, have satisfied me 
of the propriety of my conduct: 

“He (General Jackson) took possession therefore of Pensacola, and of the Fort Barrancas, as he 
had done of St. Mark, not in a spirit of hostility to Spain, but as a necessary measure of self-defence, 
giving notice that they should be restored, whenever Spain should place commanders and a force there, 
able and willing to fulfill the engagements of Spain towards the United States, of restraining, by force, 
the Florida Indians from hostilities against their citizens. The President of the United States, to give a 
signal manifestation of his confidence in the disposition of the King of Spain to perform, with good 
faith, this indispensable engagement, and to demonstrate to the world that neither the desire of conquest, 
nor hostility to Spain, had any interest in the councils of the United States, has directed the unconditional 
restoration to any Spanish officer, duly authorized to receive them, of Pensacola and Barrancas, and that 
of St. Mark to any Spanish force adequate for its defence against the attack of the savages. But the 
President will neither inflict punishment nor pass a censure upon General Jackson for that conduct, the 
motives for which were founded in the purest patriotism, of the necessity for which, he had the most 
immediate and effectual means of forming a judgment, and the vindication of which is written in every 
page of the law of nations, as well as in the first law of nature, self-defence. He thinks it, on the con- 
trary, due to the justice which the United States have a right to claim from Spain, and you are accord- 
ingly instructed to demand of the Spanish government, that inquiry shall be instituted into the conduct 
of Don Jose Masat, Governor of Pensacola, and of Don Francisco C. Luengo, commandant at St. Marks, 
and a suitable punishment inflicted upon them, for having, in defiance and violation of the engagements of 
Spain with the United States, aided and assisted these hordes of savages in those very hostilities against 
the United States which it was their official duty to restrain. This inquiry is due to the characters of 
those officers themselves, and to the honor of the Spanish government.” 

“The obligation of Spain to restrain, by force, the Indians of Florida from hostilities against the 
United States and their citizens, is explicit, is positive, is unqualified. The fact that for a series of 
years they have received shelter, assistance, supplies, and protection, in the practice of such hostilities, 
from the Spanish commanders in Florida, is clear and unequivocal. If, as the commanders, both at Pen- 
sacola and St. Marks, have alleged, this has been the result of their weakness rather than their will; if 
they have assisted the Indians against the United States, to avert their hostilities from the province 
which they had not sufficient force to defend against them, it may serve, in some measure, to exculpate 
individually those officers; but it must carry demonstration irresistible to the Spanish government, that 
the right of the United States can as little compound with impotence as with perfidy, and that Spain 
must immediately make her election either to place a force in Florida adequate to the protection of 
her engagements, or cede to the United States a province, of which she retains nothing but the nominal 
possession, but which is, in fact, a direlict open to the occupancy of every enemy, civilized or savage, of 
the United States, and serving no other earthly purpose than as a post of annoyance to them.” 


I might here let the matter rest, and it may appear futile in me to give any other reasons or authority 
for my conduct than those I have cited, but I have still more cogent reasons than any I have yet stated: 
I acted not only on the supposed wishes of the government and nation at large, loudly and repeatedly 
expressed, but on orders intended to have met the case, and no doubt would have met it precisely, if it 
could have even been imagined that so great an outrage could have been committed by the authorities of 
any place, professing friendship to the United States, as were committed on the person of Mr. Platt. 
“Tt cannot be presumed (say my instructions) that the government of any island will afford any pro- 
tection or countenance to such robbers. It may, on the contrary, confidently be befieved that all govern- 
ments, and particularly those most exposed, will afford all means in their power for their suppression.” 
Yet the government and people of Foxardo did not only afford “protection and countenance” to pirates, 
and, so far from affording ‘‘all means in their power for their suppression,” did, to cap the climax of their 
atrocity, seize, imprison, and insult an American officer, while in the execution of his lawful duties, and 
while acting in strict conformity with the orders of the government, thus losing all respect for their own 
character, and forfeiting the respect of others, by identifying themselves and interests with freebooters 
and outlaws, and making common cause with the enemies of the human race against the civilized world. 

If it is asked where I find the wishes and opinions of the nation and the government so often and so 
loudly expressed as to justify my operations at Foxardo, I answer, in the messages and communications 
of the Executive to Congress at various times, the acts ef Congres for the suppression of piracy, reports 
of committees and speeches of members of Congress; inthe petitions of the mercantile part of the com- 
munity to Congress and to the Executive, in the public prints, and in the general sentiment of the body 
of the people. 
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I could give numerous extracts from the various authorities cited, but their publicity renders it 
unnecessary that I should do so; I shall, therefore, merely refer to the President’s message, and communi- 
cations of the Secretaries of State and Navy, the acts declaring war against pirates, and making appro- 
priations for their suppression, the reports of the chairmen of committees to whom the subject was 
referred. It is unnecessary to cite the various petitions and memorials of merchants in our sea ports, 
the numerous speeches of members of Congress on the occasion, and it would be almost as impossible to 
enumerate the various newspaper publications on the subject, as it would be to collect the sentiments 
utiered by our citizens. All unite in deprecating the abominable system, and calling aloud for punish- 
ment, not only on the wretches immediately concerned in it, but on their aiders, abettors, and accessories. 

The Constitution of the United States prescribes no form for promulgating a declaration of war. 
The publication of the act for the suppression of piracy was alone sufficient to make known to the world 
that war had been formally declared by the United States against pirates. A squadron was equipped 
for the purpose of pursuing them, with the command of which I was honored, and I sailed with the prayers 
and best wishes of mankind in general. My orders, although drawn up with great care, and which laid 
down certain general principles as my guide, in my operations against pirates and intercourse with foreign 
nations, omit to define to me what is piracy. 1t became, therefore, necessary for me to refer to such 
authorities as were within my reach at sea for a definition of the term. Although the 10th article of the 
8th section of the Constitution empowers Congress to define piracy, the laws of the United States, except 
in those for the suppression of the slave trade, and the acts of March 3d, 1819, and May 15th, 1820,* are 
silent on the subject. It became, therefore, necessary to seek for a definition in other authorities, among 
writers on international law, to which the act of March 3d refers.“ Pirates,’’ according to Spilman, ‘‘are 
common sea rovers, without any fixed place of residence; who acknowledge no sovereign and no law, and 
support themselves by pillage and depredations at sea.” This definition is sufficiently clear and precise 
with regard to pirates who rove the ocean, have no fixed residence, and who acknowledge no sovereign 
and no law; but it does not describe the pirates whom it was made my duty to seek and encounter. 

The following extract from the orders of the Secretary of the Navy endeavors to describe the origin, 
nature, and character of the system of piracy which I was sent to suppress, differing essentially from 
Spilman’s definition, but still omitting to define what is piracy: 

“The system of piracy which has grown up in the West Indies has obviously arisen from the war 
between Spain and the new governments, her late provinces in this hemisphere, and from the limited 
force in the islands, and their sparse population, many portions of each being entirely uninhabited and 
desolate, to which the active authority of the government does not extend. It is understood that estab- 
lishments have been made by parties of these banditti in those uninhabited parts, to which they carry 
their plunder and retreat in time of danger.” 

The stat. 11 and 12, W. III, c. 7, (made perpetual by stat. 6, Geo. I, c. 19,) enacts that “all persons 
who set forth any pirates, or be assisting to those committing piracy, or that conceal such pirates, or 
receive any vessels or goods piratically taken, shall be deemed accessory to the piracy, and suffer as 
principals.” 

By stat. 8, Geo. I, c. 24, (made perpetual by stat. 2, Geo. II, c. 28,) “the trading with known 
pirates, or furnishing ihem with stores and ammunition, or fitting out any vessel for that purpose, or in 
anywise consulting, combining, confederating, or corresponding with them, shall be deemed piracy.” 

These authorities are a sufficient definition of the system of piracy as it really exists on the coasts 
of Porto Rico and of Cuba, and very justly and properly hold the accessories equally guilty with the 
principal. The authorities of Foxardo were accessories only, so far as we know, but, as such, the laws for 
suppression of piracy authorize hostilities against them, and the authorities quoted provide a punish- 
ment equal to the one inflicted on the principal. 

“The crime of piracy, or robbery and depredation on the high seas,” (according to Jacobs,) ‘is an 
offence against the universal laws of society, (a pirate, therefore, being, according to Coke, hosti humani 
generis, 3 Inst., 113.) As therefore he has renounced all the benefits of society and government, and has 
reduced himself afresh to the savage state of nature, by declaring war against all mankind, all mankind 
must declare war against him; so that every community has a right, by the rule of self-defence, to inflict 
that punishment upon him which every individual would, in a state of nature, have been otherwise entitled 
to do for any invasion of his person or personal property.” 

I have before asserted that it could not be denied that pirates were considered by the laws of 
nations the enemies of the human race, and that all mankind were allies against them; and the assertion 
is founded on the above authority, as well as on the orders and instructions under which I have acted, 
and which have also the laws of nations for their support. 

It appears from the authority last quoted that every pirate reduces himself to a state of nature, and 
defies all laws, and may be punished by any community in the same manner as any individual reduced to 
a state of nature would have a right to punish him who invaded him or his personal property; or in 
other words, to punish piracy at discretion, without any regard to law. To show that this, and this 
alone, is the true meaning of the author, I offer the following quotation from the Lex Mecatoria, 184: 
‘“‘A piracy is attempted on the ocean; if the pirates are overcome, the takers may immediately inflict a 
punishment by hanging them up at the main yard end, though this is understood when no legal judgment 
may be obtained; hence, if a ship on « voyage to any part of America or the plantations there, on the 
discovery of those ports, is attacked« by a pirate, but in the attempt the pirate is overcome, the pirates 
may be forthwith executed without any solemnity of condemnation by the marine law.” 

I have now shown that the laws of nations and of nature justified my landing at Foxardo, to obtain 
indemnity for the past and security for the future. I have shown that the approved conduct of those 
who committed acts of hostility without any declaration of war on the part of the United States, or 
orders from the government, justified hostilities on my part, even if there had been no declaration of war, 
or orders to give a sanction to my proceedings. That war having been formally declared and 
promulgated, and the laws making the accessory equally guilty and punishable with the principal, I 
should have failed in my duty, having the means, if I had not brought the authorities and the people of 
Foxardo tu punishment, as accessories to the pirates who had taken refuge and received protection 
there. 








* The 3d section of the act of May 15th, 1820, makes the landing and robbery on shore, by the crew of any piratical vessel, an act 
of piracy, and punishable, as such, with death. See appendix. 
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I have also shown that as pirates, and of course the accessories of pirates, set at defiance all law, 
so are they not entitled to its benefits, and “they may be forthwith executed without any solemnity of 
condemnation by the marine law ;” and consequently that I should have been justifiable in using the 
severest measures that could have been adopted, in punishing the authorities and people of Foxardo, 
But for the severity of the measures adopted by me, I refer to facts, and shall not say one word in 
defence of them. 

I might stop here with a perfect confidence of an acquittal from the charge of rashness and 
indiscretion, in the violation of the territorial jurisdiction and immunities of Spain, or of any disposition to 
offer to that government any indignity or insult; but as, without asking of me explanation, and without 
complaint from Spain, or from any other quarter, it has been thought proper to anticipate even the 
resolution and wishes of Mr. Archer, already distinguished for his active hostility towards me in the trial 
of Lieut. Kennon, by ordering me from my station, to explain the transactions at Foxardo, which it has 
pleased the Secretary of the Navy to term “extraordinary; and as I am placed before the world as a 
condemned and degraded officer, it is a duty I owe to myself, as well as to the service to which 1 belong, 
and it may be useful to others to know that in all this “transaction” I was acting in as strict conformity 
with the letter and spirit of my instructions, as the nature of the case would admit of; that it was 
provided for as near as could be imagined by the government, and that I have in no instance departed 
from my instructions, so far as I could by repeated perusal understand them. I have perceived 
no obscurity in them and I complain of none. I believe 1 understand them, and the intentions of those 
who drew them up; and without national or natural law or precedent, I feel a confidence that the 
responsibility of my conduct at Foxardo, if improper, rests upon these who issued the orders, and not 
on me who executed them. I do not wish it understood, however, that I dispute the propriety of the 
orders; to the contrary, I fully concur in the doctrine laid down in them. They are framed on the laws 
of nations, were drawn up by one well versed in them, and were intended to supply the want of 
a knowledge of international law on my part. I not only subscribed to that part which authorizes 
my landing and pursuing pirates on the territory of a foreign power, and denounces those nations so 
lost to a sense of respect for their own character and interest, and the respect of others, as to refuse to 
put down piracy, much less to afford them an asylum and a protection; but I subscribed to the yet 
stronger measures which have been recently recommended by the Executive—nothing short of authority 
to land, pursue, and hold the authorities of places answerable for the pirates who issue from and 
resort there—to make them answerable by reprisals on the property of the inhabitants, and to 
blockade the ports of the islands. Nothing short of these measures can put down the disgraceful 
system. I also coincide in opinion with the President, that neither the government of Spain, nor the 
governments of either of the islands, (Porto Rico and Cuba,) can with propriety complain of a resort to 
either of those measures, or all of them, should they be resorted to, as the United States interpose their 
aid for the accomplishment of an object, which is of equal importance to Spain and her islands, as well as to us. 
To the contrary, it should be expected that they will faithfully co-operate in such measures as may be 
necessary for the accomplishment of this very important object. Whatever measures, however, may be 
resorted to by the United States, the first thing necessary to secure success, is to protect, countenance, 
and support the officer employed to execute them; and in any measures which he may adopt requiring 
energy of action, he ought not to be discouraged and degraded by punishment before complaint, or 
removed from his command without being allowed the opportunity of explaining his reasons for his 
conduct. Without such assurance, no officer in his senses would willingly undertake the delicate duties 
which I have been performing; and if compelled, would, from his apprehensions of sharing my fate, 
scarcely meet the expectations of the Government and people of the United States. The discouraging 
circumstance of my removal for the offence of landing on Porto Rico, and punishing the accessories of 
pirates, the authorities of Foxardo, may have a much more important effect in retarding the suppression 
of piracy than is at present apprehended. So long as the governors and people of the small towns of 
Porto Rico and Cuba are satisfied that they may imprison us with impunity, and that punishment 
certainly follows any attempt on our part to obtain redress and security to our persons, so long the 
suppression of piracy is impossible; and he who on those terms is willing to undertake it, loses sight 
of his own respectability, and of the respectability of his nation and flag. 

I have satisfactorily shown that, by the laws of nations, I had a right to land on the shores of Porto 
Rico, in pursuit of my evemy. I have shown that, against the enemy, in pursuit of whom I was 
authorized to land, war had been formally declared by ny country. 1 have shown that the allies, aiders, 
abettors, &c., of this enemy were, by the laws of nations, and of England, and by mercantile laws, also 
my enemies, and liable to the same punishment as their principals. I have in fact, shown that, by the 
laws of nations alone, I was perfectly justified in landing and chastising, even to hanging, the authorities 
of Foxardo. I have further shown that, without even the formality of a declaration of war, and without 
even being ordered by their government, but merely on their own will and sense of right, other officers, 
under similar circumstances, have invaded foreign territory, and committed acts of war, and their motives 
being good, their conduct was approved of, on their own representation of it. I have now to show that, 
besides national and civil law, open declaration of war and precedent, to support me, I have orders to 
pass the territorial boundary of a foreign nation, in pursuit of pirates, or those whom I have just cause to 
suspect of being such, to seize and bring them to justice; and, in the event of the local authorities 
refusing to prosecute such persons, I am then ordered to take them from such territory, on board the 
vessels under my command. The orders are full and explicit, and, in the absence of other justifying 
circumstances, I should be willing to rest the defence of my conduct on them alone. The following are 


the orders, alluded to, dated Feb. Ist, 1825: 


[Extract.] 


Sir: You have been appointed to the command of a squadron, fitted out under an act of Congress, of 
the 20th of December last, to cruise in the West India seas, and Gulf of Mexico, for the purpose of 
repressing piracy, and affording effectual protection to the citizens and commerce of the United States. 
Your attention will also be extended to the suppression of the slave trade, according to the provisions of 
the several acts of Congress on that subject; copies of which, and the instructions heretofore given to 
our naval commanders thereon, are herewith sent to you. While it is your duty to protect our commerce 
against all unlawful interruptions, and to guard the rights both of person and property of the citizens of 
the United States, wherever it shall become necessary, you will observe the utmost caution not to 
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encroach upon the rights of others; and should you, at any time, be brought into discussion or collision 
with any foreign power, in relation to such rights, it will be expedient and proper that the same should be 
conducted with as much moderation and forbearance as is consistent with the honor of your country, and 
the just claims of its citizens. 

Should you, in your cruise, fall in with any foreign naval force engaged in the suppression of piracy, 
it is desirable that harmony and a good understanding should be cultivated between you; and you will 
do everything on your part, that accords with the honor of the American flag, to promote this object. 

So soon as the vessels at Norfolk shall be ready for sea, you will proceed to the West Indies by such 
route as you shall judge best, for the purpose of effecting the object of your cruise. You will establish 
at Thompson’s Island, usually called Key West, a depot, and land the ordnance and marines, to protect 
the stores and provisions. If, however, you shall find any important objection to this place, and a more 
suitable and convenient one can be found, you are at liberty to select it as a depot. 

You will announce your arrival and object to the authorities, civil and military, of the Island of Cuba, 
and endeavor to obtain, as far as shall be practicable, their co-operation, or at least their favorable and 
friendly support, giving them the most unequivocal assurance that your sole object is the destruction of 
pirates. 

The system of piracy which has grown up in the West Indies has obviously arisen from the war 
between Spain and the new governments, her late provinces in this hemisphere, and from the limited force 
in the islands, and their sparse population, many portions of each being entirely uninhabited and desolate, 
to which the active authority of the government does not extend. It is understood that establishments 
have been made by parties of these banditti in those uninhabited parts, to which they carry their plunder, 
and retreat in time of danger. It cannot be presumed that the government of any island will afford any 
protection or countenance to such robbers. It may, on the contrary, confidently be believed that all gov- 
ernments, and particularly those most exposed, will afford all means in their power for their suppression. 
Pirates are considered by the laws of nations the enemies of the human race, It is the duty of all nations 
to put them down; and none who respect their own character or interest will refuse to do it, much less 
afford them an asylum and protection. The nation that makes the greatest exertions to suppress such 
banditti has the greatest merit. In making such exertions, it has a right to the aid of every other power 
to the extent of its means, and to the enjoyment, under its sanction, of all its rights in the pursuit of the 
object. In the case of belligerents, where the army of one party enters the territory of a neutral power, 
the army of the other has a right to follow it there. 

In the case of pirates, the right of the armed force of one power, to follow them into the territory of 
another, is more complete. In regard to pirates, there is no neutral party; they being the enemies of the 
human race, all nations are parties against them, and may be considered as allies. The object and 
intention of our government is to respect the feelings as well as the rights of others, both in substance 
and in form, in all the measures which may be adopted to accomplish the end in view. Should, therefore, 
the crews of any vessels which you have seen engaged in acts of piracy, or which you have just cause to 
suspect of being of that character, retreat into the ports, harbors, or settled parts of the islands, you may 
enter, in pursuit of them, such ports, harbors, and settled parts of the country, for the purpose of aiding 
the local authorities or people, as the case may be, to seize and bring the offenders to justice, previously 
giving notice that this is your sole object. Where a government exists and is felt, you will, in all 
instances, respect the local authorities, and only act in aid of, and co-operation with them; it being the 
exclusive purpose of the Government of the United States to suppress piracy, an object in which all nations 
are equally interested; and, in the accomplishment of which, the Spanish authorities and people will, it 
is presumed, cordially co-operate with you. If, in the pursuit of pirates found at sea, they shall retreat 
into the unsettled parts of the islands or foreign territory, you are at liberty to pursue them so long only 
as there is a reasonable prospect of being able to apprehend them, and in no case are you at liberty to 
pursue and apprehend any one after having been forbidden so to do by competent authority of the local 
government. And should you, on such pursuit, apprehend any pirates upon land, you will deliver them 
over to the proper authority, to be dealt with according to law, and you will furnish such evidence as shall 
be in your power, to prove the offence alleged against them. Should the local authorities refuse to receive 
and prosecute such persons, so apprehended, on your furnishing them with reasonable evidence of their 
guilt, you will then keep them safely and securely on board some of the vessels under your command, and 
report, without delay, to this Department, the particular circumstances of such cases. 


I think, after an attentive perusal of the foregoing orders and instructions, no one will accuse me of 
having gone beyond the authority given to me, by intimidating the authorities and inhabitants of a town 
which, from being the rendezvous of pirates and robbers, and from the course taken by the people and 
authorities to defeat the object of those sent in search of them, truly deserve the name of piratical. 

I am ordered to protect not only the property but the persons of our citizens. Will it be denied that 
Lieut. Platt and the other officers under my command are American citizens, and entitled tomy protection? 
And how could I have protected them had I overlooked the conduct of the Foxardians? 

Difficulties were apprehended by the government in the performance of the duties confided to me, 
and in any collision with foreign powers, I am instructed to conduct myself with as much moderation and 
forbearance as is consistent with the honor of my country, and the just claims of its citizens. 

The violence and insult offered to my country, in the person of Mr. Platt, it was made my duty to 
notice, and in the performance of this duty, I did conduct myself with the greatest moderation and for- 
bearance: the guns of the battery were not spiked, until self-preservation made it necessary for me to 
spike them; and so soon as the apology of the authorities of Foxardo was received, and assurance of 
respect and protection for the future were given, I retired. No complaints of violence of proceeding 
have been offered against me by the Spaniards—a sure evidence that they had no cause of complaint, 
even if I had no testimony to offer in my favor; but as to the moderation of my conduct, and the precau- 
tions taken by me to preserve it in others, the testimony is ample. 

In the former part of these remarks, I have touched on the other parts of my instructions; I deem it 
therefore unnecessary to make any further comments; they are before the reader, and he can judge 
whether I have transcended them or not, and whether I should not have faled in my duty, had I not 
pursued the course | did at Foxardo. 

I have as yet said nothing as to my motives. The motives of General Jackson, it is said, were 
o4 K 
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founded in the “purest patriotism;” and it is presumed, the motives of the other officers I have cited 
were equally pure, or their conduet would not have been approved; how their motives were ascertained, 
except from their conduct and assurance, [do not know. On my own part, I offer no assurances, but 
leave every one to judge of my motives by my conduct alone. Had my motives been bad or mischievous, 
I should have proceeded directly to hostilities, without giving notice to the authorities at Foxardo, and 
allowing them time to choose between the two alternatives offered them; and I should not have taken the 
precaution I did to guard the persons and property of the inhabitants of Porto Rico from injury. Had, 
in fact, my motives been bad, I should have insisted on severer terms than those I exacted; and I should 
not have retired immediately after the concessions and assurances were made, but should have remained 
there, to enjoy the intimidated, humble and degraded condition of the authorities and the people. 

That my motives were disinterested, is certain from the circumstances of my confining myself to the 
single object of protection to the persons of our citizens, IT had nothing personally to hope for or to gain by 
securing their safety; and I had certainly much to lose in making the attempt, for L placed my life at hazard. 

If I have failed in justifying myself, I trust that the failure will be ascribed to the peculiarly delicate 
duties which have been confided to me, involving nice and intricate questions of national rights, and a 
zealous desire to act fully up to the wishes of the government, and not from a wish to act in opposition 
to its views, or to infringe on the territorial rights or immunities of others. Should there appear the 
slighest evidence of my having, for a moment, willfully disregarded what was due to my own country, 
and the respect due to the government of Spain, I shall submit with resignation and cheerfulness to the 
severest punishment that can be inflicted on me, if it even extends to depriving me of my commission, 
which I should then be unworthy of bearing. 

For merely doing my duty, I have never asked nor expected any reward, beyond the approbation of 
my country; and if it should appear that I have, in this instance, done no more than my duty, I confidently 
hope and expect that I shall escape all punishment, beyond what I have already felt. 

I have stated all the grounds, which, in my opinion, justified my undertaking the expedition to 
Foxardv. I acted on letters of an official character, already referred to, and statements which I had no 
doubt could be relied on. I acted on what I believed a fair construction of the laws of nations, the 
intention of those who framed my orders, and the public voice. I did not think it necessary to go through 
the formality of collecting evidence on oath, to justify me in the attempt I was about making to secure in 
future our officers from insult. Had I done so, my object would have been defeated in the time that 
would have elapsed, and the alarm that would have been excited by an inquiry which could not have been 
kept secret. 

Promptness was necessary, and I felt satisfied that the letters which I already possessed were a 
sufficient justification for my proceedings. 

The following documents, which have been rejected by the court, and which I do net now offer in 
vindication of my conduct, but in confirmation of the letters of Lieutenant Platt, Mr. Cabot, and Mr. 
Bergeest, are so full on the subject of the robberies and piratical depredations from Foxardo, and the 
piratical character of the authorities and people of that part of Porto Rico, that I deem it unnecessary to 
make any comment on them. The complicated system of villany they unfold is disgraceful to the nation 
to which they belong, and a continuation of it will be disgraceful to the rest of the world, and particularly 
to those nations most exposed to their depredations. The pirates of Cuba, of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, 
offer no parallel. 


REJECTED DOCUMENTS. 
Sr. Tuomas, February 16, 1825. 


Captain David Porter, U. S. Navy: 

Sir: Agreeably to your request, we have collected and put into the hands of Lieutenant Commandant 
Platt, all the testimony regarding the various depredations which have been committed upon this place 
by the inhabitants of Foxardo and its vicinity, which the present unsettled state of this place will permit 
from the unfortunate fire. We will now repeat what our Mr, Cabot had the honor of verbally acquainting 
you, that our store was broken open and robbed of a considerable amount of valuable property, on the 
night of the 24th October last, all of which belonged to the citizens of the United States. Being fully 
convinced who the perpetrators of this act were, and the course our goods had taken, from the well 
known character of the inhabitants of Foxardo, and the facilities believed to be rendered by the govern- 
ment of that place, we requested Lieutenant Commandant Plait to aid us in the recovery, which he very 
generously consented to. The circumstances of his reception and treatment at that place you will receive 
from Lieutenant Platt. We would now add, that about ten days since we received information which may 
be relied upon, that John Compis, of that place, a man whose wealth gives him consequence, and even 
the then alcalde of the place, from interested motives, or otherwise, forbore to put in force any claim 
against him, was the actual receiver of our goods, and that he, at the time Lieutenant Platt was there, 
had them in possession. It will be recollected that this said Compis is the man to whom our clerk was 
introduced by Messrs. Bergeest and Uhlhorn, of this place, and who has been the agent of most, if not 
all the houses in this place, who have been robbed, to obtain justice for them, and he has written us for 
a power of attorney to act in our place. Three or four days since we received a message from a man in 
power in that place, whose name is suppressed, but who, we believe, is the present alcalde of Foxardo, 
(the alealde in office at the time of your visit is removed,) offering to obtain the value of the goods 
stolen if we would relinquish to him one-half of the amount recovered. This we have consented to, and 
have no doubt but it will be accomplished. 

We request you not to give any greater publicity to this letter, and the documents you will receive, 
than is actually necessary; for the lives of the parties would be endangered. 

We have the honor to be, sir, with respect, your most obedient servants, 


(Signed ) CABOT, BAILEY & CO. 


Personally appeared before me, John G. Bailey, of the firm of Cabot, Bailey & Co., who solemnly 


swore to the truth of the contents of the foregoing letter. 
JOHN D. SLOAT, Lieutenant Commandant United States Navy. 


Istanp or St. Tnomas, February 18, 1825. 
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St. Tuomas, February 17, 1825. 

Dear Sm: Enclosed I hand sundry documents, obtained at the request of Lieutenant Platt; and 
should I hear of anything that I consider of service in this business, I shall procure a deposition and 
forward the same. 

I waited on the governor and the judge, in company with Captain Sloat, to obtain extracts from 
records in the governor’s office, as well as any court proceedings taken in the trial of the pirates, which 
might fix the thing in Foxardo, but we were informed there was none. But if you think it of utility, (and 
I have no doubt but strong proof can be obtained from said trial, as to the character of the inhabitants 
of Foxardo,) you can obtain any document you may require, provided the demand is made to this govern- 
ment through the Danish minister, residing in the United States. 

In the piratical business, which was discovered here, a Foxardo boat made the principal figure; which 
boat and her crew are now here under arrest. Piracies continue frequent on the east and south coast of 
Porto Rico, committed by open boats and a small schooner. One sloop loaded by my house, has been 
captured, and the captain and crew have not since been heard of. She left this on the 7th ult., for Ponce, 
and on the 10th, the telegraph at Ponce signalized a sloop captured in sight. She was seen a few days 
after drifting near Cape kox—masts cut away, and no one on board of her; since which, one was captured 
from this, off Guayama, bound to Ponce; and report says, that a brig is to windward of “ Dead Man’s 
Chest,” a prize to them, The Shark will ascertain the truth of this last report. She left this yesterday 
morning’. 

Our town was half burned to the ground on the 13th instant; and we may thank Captain Sloat and 
his crew for the preservation of the balance, although not much is said about it in the papers. The fire 
took in the centre of the town, and burned to the west end. 

With a tender of my services here, if required, 
I remain, with respect, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) W. FURNISS. 

To Commodore Davin Porter, Washington. ’ 





Sr. Tuomas, February 16, 1825. 

W. P. Furniss, Esq.: 

Sir: It was on the evening of the 4th, or morning of the 5th May last, my store was broken open, 
and goods to the amount of $1,200, along with my iron chest, containing about $300, in gold, besides a 
number of valuable papers, were carried off. A person by the name of Pedro Cabrero, a Spaniard, 
offered his services to secure the parties, who he said had gone to Porto Rico; and he was .fortunate 
enough in securing the most of my papers, which he brought back, along with a few pieces of handker- 
chiefs. He got them in Foxardo, or close to it: the chest they had broken in pieces, and the papers were 
found near to it. The handkerchiefs were identified by a sample which Mr. Cabrero carried with him. 
Some people who were supposed to have been accessory, were taken up and lodged in jail, in the city of 
Porto Rico, but what was ultimately done with them I have not since learned. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) ROBERT ALEXANDER. 
P. S.—Enclosed you have a letter from Mr. Cabrero, addressed to me. 


Mr. Robert Alexander, of St. Thomas, merchant, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, doth solemnly depose and say, that the contents of the foregoing letter, by him written, 


are just and true, 
ROBERT ALEXANDER. 


Sr. Tuomas, February 17, 1825. 


I, John D. Sloat, commander of the United States schooner Grampus, do hereby certify that the fore- 
going deposition was this day duly sworn to, and subscribed in my presence, 

Given under my hand at St. Thomas, this seventeenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five. 


(Signed) J. D. SLOAT. 





Metr Alesandro heman, da do el Plie go al jenera. Y me manda a desir que me presente yno he Podi 
do ber ii carlo Por ayame en ermo Pero sinenbar Go eldia Primeers del entrante Pienso ni Por loque 
tendra. V labor da de man dar me loque hubiere reunido entre los ynteresados con el Portador Jabor 
que quedare re conosido. 

8.8.5.5. que 8. B. 


(Signed) PEDRO CABRERA. 





Saint Tuomas. 


By request of Lieutenant Commandant Charles T. Platt, of the United States schooner Beagle, J. S, 
Cabot, acting for Nathan Levy, vice consul of the United States for this island, did call and cause to 
come before me J. F. C. Bergeest, of the firm of Bergeest and Uhlhorn, of this island, who did solemnly 
declare that, on the night of the 12th January, 1823, their store was broken into and robbed of mer- 
chandise and their iron chest, containing money and all valuable papers, at no less amount than $100,000, 
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The perpetrators of this act were, about a month afterwards, discovered in the neighborhood of Foxardo, 
where the goods were sold, but they have never been able to recover any proportion of them. Their 
papers were found on their wharf, on the 28th February ensuing. He also gave as his opinion, that 
Naguabo, near Foxardo, has for a length of time been the receptacle of stolen goods; and it is beyond a 
doubt that all the robberies which for some years have been committed in this island, particularly that 
upon the store of Cabot, Bailey & Co., was by the inhabitants of Foxardo, or its neighborhood, and to 
which place the goods were carried. 
In testimony of the verity of the foregoing, he has annexed his signature. 


J. F.C. BERGEEST, Partner of Bergeest & Uhlhorn. 


I, Stephen Cabot, do identify the same under my official seal and signature, this seventeenth day of 
February, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-tive. 
STEPHEN CABOT, 

Per his Attorney, JNO. G. BAILEY. 


Sr. Tuomas, February 17, 1825. 


. Mr. A. Saubot, and Mr, Jean Joubert, of the house of Saubot, Joubert & Co., of St. Thomas, mer- 
chants, being severally duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, do, and each of them 
doth solemnly depose and say that, on or about the night of the twenty-fifth day of March last past, their 
store in St. Thomas was broken into by some person or persons unknown to them, and robbed of divers 
articles; and that among those articles was their iron chest, in which they usually kept their papers and 
money; that, afterwards, the bills of exchange and other papers which were in their iron chest at that 
time were received by them from Foxardo; that these papers were said to have been thrown into the 
house of Lieut. Col. Don Julian Villodas, commissioned by the government of Porto Rico to make inves- 
tigation and inquiry, at Foxardo and the neighborhood, respecting robberies committed at St. Thomas, the 
plunder of which was said to be carried there. And these deponents further solemnly swear that several 
dvuble Louis d’or, which were also in their iron chest belonging to them, and carried away at the time of 
the robbery aforesaid, were afterwards received at St. Thomas, to their certain knowledge, from the coast 
and neighborhood of Foxardo; and that they verily believe the whole of the property of which they were 
at that time robbed was carried to Foxardo, or its vicinity. 

(Signed) AUG’T SAUBOT. 
J. JOUBERT. 


I, John D. Sloat, commander of the United States schooner Grampus, do hereby certify that the fore- 
going deposition was this day duly sworn to and subscribed in my presence. 

Given under my hand at St. Thomas, this seventeenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five. 


(Signed) JOHN PD. SLOAT. 


Sr. Tuomas, February 17, 1825. 

Mr. Robert Browne, a partner in the house of Messrs, Ellis, Gibson & Co., of St. Thomas, merchants, 
being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, doth solemnly depose and say that, on or 
about the night of the eighth day of January, 1824, their store was broken into, and robbed of divers 
articles of goods and merchandise, which were traced to Foxardo, Naguaba and Caguas, on the eastern 
coast of Porto Rico; that the goods and robbers were sent to the city of St. Johns, where the goods were 
identified by Mr. Gibson, another partner in the same house, who was there at the time—this deponent 
having written to him respecting them; that the robbers broke out of jail in the city, and that some were 
afterwards retaken; that a suit is still going on for the recovery of the aforesaid stolen goods, valued at 
about three thousand five hundred dollars, the costs of which are upwards of eleven hundred dollars, 
against the purchasers of those goods, who are responsible people in Foxardo, Naguaba and Caguas— 
but as yet without the recovery of any part thereof. And this deponent further solemnly deposes and 
says, that he is convinced, from the information received by his house, that the late robberies in this 
place have been committed by some of the same gang, and the goods secreted along the coast about 
Foxardo, Naguaba, (aguas, &c., Ke. 


ROBERT BROWNE. 


I, John D. Sloat, commander of the United States schooner Grampus, do hereby certify that the fore- 
going deposition was this day duly sworn to and subscribed in my presence. 

Given under my hand, at St. Thomas, this seventeenth day of February, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-five. 


(Signed) JOHN D. SLOAT. 


- Sr. Tuomas, February 15, 1825. 
Messrs. Cabot, Bailey & Co.: 

GENTLEMEN: In consequence of your Mr. Bailey having applied to us for the particulars we have 
elucidated regarding the robbery of our store, on or about the eighth January, 1824, we beg leave to 
refer you to the enclosed letters: 

Nos. 1 and 2, dated Paynas, January 23, 1824; No. 3, dated Foxardo, March 27, 1824; No. 4, dated 
Foxardo, February 9, 1824. 
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You can make what use you please of the above letters, only the writer’s name must be kept a pro- 
found secret. The suit against the receivers and purchasers of the stolen property is still going on in 
the city of Porto Rico, where the goods seized on the coast have been identified by our Mr. Gibson, now 
absent on the main, 

We are, gentlemen, yours, respectfully, 


(Signed) ELLIS, GIBSON & CO. 


Personally appeared before me, Stephen Cabot, acting for Nathan Levy, vice consul of the United 
States for this island, Robert Browne, of the firm of Ellis, Gibson & Co., who acknowledged his signature 
to the annexed letter, and declared that the letters attached are the originals received by the firm. 

In testimony whereof, | have hereunto affixed my official seal and signature, this seventeenth day of 
February, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five. 

STEPHEN CABOT, 
Per his Attorney, JNO. G. BAILEY. 





No. 1. 
[Translation.] 
Mr, ———-—— to Mr. John O' Kelly. 


Cacuas, January 23, 1824. 


My Frienps: In consequence of your favor of the twelfth current, relative to the robbery of our 
friend Gibson, committed on his store at St. Thomas, I have, from the moment of my receiving it, used 
the most efficacious means to discover some clue by which I might be enabled to find out, with certainty, 
the thieves or receivers of the plundered property; and I have obtained from credible persons, positive 
information of the place where there is a considerable of the effects, and indications of the direction 
which has been given to the rest; in this understanding, and not to risk the judicial proceedings in 
suspicious hands, I resolved that you should, in the name of Gibson, request of the captain general a 
commission, that should exactly include Lieutenant Colonel Dr. Julian Villoda, the bearer hereof, and 
with whom you shall be understood at the time which I shall direct therefor. , 

The same Villodas shall move some causes that the commission be decreed as soon as possible, and 
come to join me in this town, to go afterwards to Foxardo. The accompanying memorial will serve you 
to make a fair copy, and present it to the captain general, which being decreed accordingly, shall be 
delivered to the same Villodas. I charge you particularly, to take measures to conceal my name in this 
business, because it is proper for my interests and the preservation of my relations. 

Your most obedient servant. 


P. S.—I have punctually notified our friend of the steps which I have taken, and of the commission 
sought by your means, that he may understand the whole colon. 





Cacuas, January 23, 1824. 
William Gibson, Esq.: 

Dear Sir: Your favoured of the 12th instant, I have duly received, by which I am extremely sorry to 
find your store was robbed in the night -of the 8th. In consequence of said letter, I have made my 
utmost efforts to discover the th:eves. I have luckily succeeded in a great measure, by which reason I 

proceeded to obtain, from the governor, a commission on a friend et a person of confidence, considering 
this the only step that may be prudently adopted to make the recovery; to the purpose, I have on this 
date wrote to our friend, T. O’ Kelly, a letter. of which the enclosed coppy will fully informed you. The 
principal robber, Manuel Lamparo, (a negro,) was in gaol at Naguabo, in the 20th instant, who was very 
badly wounded by the people that praised him. I have no doubt l’ is now dead. 1 his declaration; he 
said he was the only person that robbed your store, Mr. Soussron’s, et others; but would not complicate 
no other, or either say where goods were; however, I hope, within a few days, to have the pleasure of 
noticing yoy the capture et recovery of robbers et gods. 

I might have saved you the expenses of a mission by acting myself, but I assure you this is a very 
desagreeable et trascendental bussiness in this island, on which account I have acted accordingly as you 
may perceived in the inclosed coppy. 

The commissioner is a colonel of the expedicionary army of Spanish Main, to whom I shall have to 
pay, et will therefore draw on you accordingly as it may be necessary. 

Be please send me by the first opportunity the articles contained in the enclosed list, directed to D. 
Juan Torres to the care of D. Jorre Turull by one of the wessells trading to the city. 

Meanwhile remain, dear sir, your ob’t h. s’t. 





No. 3. 
[Translation.] 


Mr. to Mr. William Gibson. 
Foxarpo, March 27, 1824. 


My Dear Frienp: I take up the pen to give you an account, and inform you circumstantially of the 
researches which have been made concerning the robbery which was committed in your store on the 
night of the day of January last. 
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From the judicial proceedings had for that purpose, it appears clearly and legally and justly proved 
who were the robbers; to what point they conducted the whole of the robbery to its distribution among 
them; what portions were introduced by the coasts within the jurisdiction of this town, and what by 
those of Naguabo; who were the assistants in the carrying, landing, and concealing, and who the pur- 
chasers. Among these last the very persons have been denounced. 

Those who committed the robbery even in that island: John and Birian, negroes, a Catalonian named 
Pan, an Englishman named Duato, another named James, and Manuel Lamparo, black, The whole of the 
robbery was committed at the Island Pines, in a boat which it is doubtful whether it were Antonio Gam- 
boa’s, or that of an Italian Yorgi. In that island the robbers distributed the plunder, dividing it into 
equal parts, having introduced it into this island by the ports of Naguabo and those of this district. 

The purchasers of the plundered effects were in Naguabo, Dr. Itto Pachot, Dr. Francisco Pacheco, 
and Dr. Jose Estebaty Fout; and in this district, Dr. Juan Gufao, all those who had open shops of mer- 
chandize y chandlery. Pachot, Pacheco and Gafao, have themselves announced the efieets which they 
purchased, specifying them article by article, what cach article cost, and at what they sold them. ; 

With respect to the purchasers who did not themselves announce, the acknowledged goods have 
been stopped with them; and as to those who have announced them, as they are subject to acknowledged 
responsibility, and having themselves announced them, their goods have not been stopped, as all united 
have to answer and pay the total value of the robbery, and the damages and costs occasioned in the 
investigation. 

Also the goods belonging to the Englishmen, James and Duate, have been arrested, consisting of a 
small portion of land and a slave. And likewise of two inhabitants of Naguabo, named Ravelo and 
Bagels: which consist of another certain portion of land. Moreover one Guayvro has arrested a sufficiently 
large quantity of the property of Antino Gamboa. This man, although he was not one of the gang who 
committed the robbery in your store, is one of those belonging to it, and has proved that he transported 
in the same Guayro, to the Island of St. Bartholomew, the robbers Birian, Juan, and the Catalan, Pan, to 
place them in safety. 

The robber, Manuel Lamparo, has declared that in that island he has belonging to him, in the posses- 
sion of his wife or concubine, named Paulina, two slaves, and the boat which he sails. This Paulina is 
the mother of six children of Lamparo’s, of which I inform you, that you may secure the negroes, boat 
and other goods, which are known to be Lamparo’s, 

Of the effects plundered, there have only been recovered one ordinary cloak, two Levitas frock coats, 
one shirt and undress of Irish linen, and six Irish fowling pieces, and a pair of pistols. 

The effects confessed by the same purchasers are the following: 

D. Itto Pachot, 2 pieces cloth, 2 pieces Irish linens, 1 piece Brittannias; D, Francisco Pacheco, 24 
pieces of cloth, 1 piece rouen, 1 piece coleta; D. Juan Gufao, 2 pieces coleta, 2 pieces rouens, 3 pieces 
Irish linens, 24 pieces of cloth, 3 pieces handkerchiefs, 5 Levitas frock coats, 1 coat, 1 pair of pistols; 
D. Jose Esteva and Foute, who has not confessed, but justified to the evidence, 2 pieces cloth, 5 pieces 
Irish linens. 

Hence you will infer how little they have confessed; but the law condemns them to answer for what 
is wanting, and to suffer some infamous punishment, in which they will probably have indulgence as far 
as they have confessed. 

From these investigations there are confined in the prisons of Humacas, Naguabo, and the city of 
Porto Rico, Antonio Ravelo, Antonio Barbosa, Dr. Francisco Garcia, Dr. Jose Garcia, Santiago Damaso, 
Dr. Esteban Tons, Tiburcio Castillo, Antonio Castillo, Magdalena Castillo, James and Manuel Lamparo., 
These two last are robbers, the rest are fugitives. 

There remains, then, nothing else in the business, but to pursue some other legal forms, by which 
everything proper may be done to discover all the robbers, purchasers of the stolen property, and how 
far they have co-operated in the crime. The said formalities being concluded, the person commissioned 
will take the voluminous writing made, the few effects seized, and the accused, and will place the whole 
in the hands of his excellency, the captain general, who will pass the process to jurist, that he may con- 
sult on the decree which ought to be made according to law; and it is very natural for you to appear as 
the actor, not only to demand what has been found and purchased, but also to establish the importance of 
the property stolen, with the costs besides, all which the purchasers have to pay who have confessed, and 
those who have not confessed what they have, twenty times the amount of the property stolen. That this 
may be concluded with the speed which you ought to desire, it will be proper for you to come in person 
as soon as possible, to give your personal presence to the affair, to come to the city in company with the 
commissioner, and before the affair is presented to the captain general, to submit it to an advocate, to 
give it beforehand the proper forms. 

My friend, the commissioner, has had the most fortunate issue that could have been expected. You 
can calculate on the recovery of the value of the stolen property. I am delighted in having been the 
agent in this business. The commissioner charged with the summary information, is worthy, very wor- 
thy, of our acknowledgment, because of the probity, efficacy and honor with which his proceedings have 
been marked; he has added a prudence as well as artful cunning to come at a complete discovery of the 
whole. 

Iam, &e. 

P. S.—Of this same date and according to letter of advice, I have drawn on you, in favor of Dr. 

Ramon de Alustiza, for the sum of $250, which sum I shall deliver to the commissioner on account of his 


trouble. 





(No. 4.) 


[Translation.] 





Mr. —— to Mr. John O' Kelly: 


Foxarpo, February 9, 1824. 
My Esteemep Frienp: You could scarcely suppose the progress which to this date our investigations 
have made by means of the commission which I mentioned to you in my last, and to what effect your favor 
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in favor of D. Julian O’Kelly was used. At this moment the authors of the robbery are known to 
be James and Manuel Lamparo; they are prisoners in the capital, with the greatest injunc ions on our 
part for their security, and the other accomplices have embarked, and we do not lose the hope of taking 
them soon, according to information that they must return. Some remnants and pieces have been recov- 
ered, and others, that have passed to second and third possessors, must be made good by the mala fide 
purchasers against whom the commission is proceeding. This impulse, from the recommendation of the 
government and from the desire of serving you particularly, loses no vigilance nor a moment in your ser- 
vice, yet we have still much to discover because most of the effects are already dispersed. 

Under date of the 23d of January, | wrote to you from Caguas; and, for the more complete termina- 
tion of the business, it is absolutely indispensable that what I then mentioned should be attended to, not 
forgetting to furnish me, as I told you, for the expenses which are incurred, and of which I have already 
paid a part, an account of which I shall produce in proper time 

In virtue of the offer made by you in the newspaper to him who should discover the robbery, I have 
not hesitated to make it to the commissioner in particular, justly thinking that you must approve it; for, 
although it ought not to be offered as a stimulous, it ought justly to be given him as an indemnification 
for his extraordinary efforts—efforts which alone could have brought the business to the state in which it 
is. I hope, therefore, that you will answer me circumstantially, and as soon as possible, upon each of the 
points of this and my former. 

The enclosed will serve you to direct it with safety to its title, because it extremely concerns me. If 
with the bearer you can send me two matresses for a bedstead, I will acknowledge it, or on another occa- 
sion secure it. 


U. S. Scuooner Grampvus, St. Thomas, February 4, 1825. 

Sir: I heard, with great regret, that you have been recalled from the command of the West India 
squadron, on account of the Foxardo affair; since which, I have every day been more and more satisfied 
of the propriety and necessity of treating these people in that way. ‘There is not the least doubt but the 
authorities of that place were concerned with, or, at any rate, under the complete influence of, Compus, a 
rich and influential merchant, who, we have since ascertained to a certainty, had the goods of Cabot, 
Bailey & Co., at the time of Captain Platt’s visit there, and that he was, no doubt, the cause of his and 
Mr. Ritchie’s being confined, to prevent their getting information, and to induce them, with the young 
man sent from St. Thomas in the Beagle, to leave the place as soon as released. The new commandant of 
Foxardo has recently sent a person to St. Thomas, to negotiate with Cabot, Bailey & Co. for the recovery 
of the property, and has entered into a written agreement with them to prosecute this man, and to be at 
all the trouble and expense, for one-half of what he gets. He says he can prove, beyond the possibility 
of doubt, that this man had the goods; this, of course, must be kept secret at present. Bailey has entered 
into this agreement by the advice of the government of St. Thomas; and, after he obtains as much of the 
property as he can, the governor is to demand of the government of Porto Rico the remainder of the pro- 
perty, and the punishment of Compus. These, and many other circumstances about these people, have 
come to my knowledge, that may perhaps be serviceable to you in the investigation that is said to be 
intended about the affair; and I assure you it will give me much pleasure to throw any light on the sub- 
ject in my power. 

Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed) 
To Commodore Davin Porter, U. S. Navy. 


JOHN D. SLOAT. 


[Extract.] 
U. S. Scnooner Grampvs, St. Thomas, March 12, 18285. 


Str: I have the honor to enclose you the deposition of the master and owner of the sloop Neptune, of 
I have taken and forwarded it, thinking it may be serviceable to you in the investigation of 
the oxardo affair, as it shows the character of the people of that vicinity. Since you were here, they 
have robbed and captured several small vessels belonging to this place, and fitted out one or two of them 
as pirates. Having obtained this intelligence, I procured two small sloops, such as are used in this trade, 
manned them, with the intention to examine all the small harbors of Crab Island, and the coast of Porto 
tico, where the Grampus could not enter; and, as a decoy, my plan succeeded, and in Boca del Inferno 
Lieut. Pendergrast was so fortunate as to fall in with one of them, who gave chase to him. On coming 
near, however, he became suspicious, and tacked. Mr. Pendergrast then fired on him, which he immedi- 
ately returned, and kept up the action for forty-five minutes, when he ran on shore, and they all jumped 
overboard, and swam to shore. They were nearly all killed or wounded; ten of those who escaped were 
taken by the soldiers, five or six of whom are wounded—amongst them the famous piratical chief, Cofre- 
cine, who has long been the terror of the coast. The sloop I have taken is the new sloop belonging to 
the man that piloted us to Foxardo, and was on the stocks when we were there. He had just got her 
ready for sea, and had taken her a few miles from that place to take in a cargo, when she was taken from 
him. By the next opportunity I will send you his deposition. 

With respects to Mrs. Porter, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) 

To Commodorge Davin Porter, U. S. Navy, Washington. 


this place. 


JOHN D. SLOAT. 


P, S.—Since writing the above, I have met with Captain Low, and have taken his declaration, which 


is enclosed. 
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Salvador Pastorise, of St. Thomas, being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says, that on or 
about the thirty-first day of January last, he sailed from St. Thomas in command of the sloop Neptune, of 
which he was owner, with a large cargo of provisions and dry goods, bound to Las Platillas, in the 
Island of Porto Rico, where he arrived i in safety, and obtained a permit to dischage the cargo at Hobos, 
a small port within twenty-five or thirty miles of F ‘oxardo, That going into Hobos, he was hoatihe d inside 
of the harbor by a small piratical boat, containing eight or ten men, who continued firing into him from 
the time they were in musket shot until he was out of their reach with his small boat, which he got out 
and escaped in with his people, not, however, until he received a shot in the back of his head. That 
these pirates were not content with the capture of his sloop, but after putting four men on board of her, 
the rest of them pursued him and his people in their boat, with the intention, as this deponent beliey es, 
of putting them to death if they were overtaken, And this deponent further says, that he knows the 
persons of four, and the names of two of those pirates, which are tovelto Cofusci, a creole of Porto Rico, 
and Pedro Salovi, an Italian, but married and settled in Porto Rico, about ten miles from Poxardo, ani 
that the other two are cre oles of Porto Rico, That he has not since seen his sloop, which he is informed 
and believes to be fitted out as a pirate, and cruising as such about coasts of Porto Rico, &e. 


(Signed ) S. PASTORISE. 


I, John D. Sloat, commander of the U. S. schooner Grampus, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
deposition was this day duly sworn to and subscribed in my presence. 
Given under my hand at St. Thomas, the s xth day of March, 1825. 
(Signed) 


JOHN D. SLOAT. 





John Low, of St. Thomas, being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says, that on or about 
the eighteenth day of February last he sailed from Foxardo, in Porto Rico, in the sloop Anne, of St. 
Thomas, of which he was master and owner, for Cape Rapalma, a small port within an hour’s sail of Fox- 
ardo, for the purpose of getting a cargo, at which place he came to anchor, and at midnight of the twen- 
tieth, was there boarded and captured by a small piratical row-boat with eight men, the leader of whom 
robbed him of about twe nty dollars from his pockets, and then obliged bim and his people to jump over- 
board; they all fortunately reached the shore, where they remained until an opportunity offered for St. 
Thomas. On this deponent’s arrival at St. Thomas, he reported the affair to the government, and on the first 
of this month sailed in this schooner in pursuit of his vessel, which had been fitted out and was cruising 
as a pirate, and was on board the sloop under the command of Lieutenant Pendegrast of this vessel, when 
his sloop was identified by him and recaptured from the pirates by that officer and his command, and on 
her arrival at this place delivered to him as the rightful owner. 

(Signed ) JOHN LOW. 
On board the U. S. Schooner Grampus, St. Thomas, March 13, 1825. 


I, John D. Sloat, commander U.S. schooner Grampus, do hereby certify that the foregoing deposition 
,* : 4 ’ J d 5 5 
was this day duly sworn to and subscribed in my presence. 
Given under my hand, on board the U. S. schooner Grampus, at St. Thomas, this thirteenth day of 
March, 1825. 


(Signed) JOHN D. SLOAT. 





Sr. Tuomas, March 6. 


Dear Sir: Without donbt ere this you have my respects per Beagle, containing an account of the 
fire which took place on the 12th ult. We then supposed it was occasioned by accident; since which 
the frequent attempts to fire the remaining half has led a large part of the community to suppose that it 
was the work of an incendiary. The fact is, that this place and the neighborhood has, for a length of 
time, been frequented by pirates; and there exists, no doubt, but the frequent attempts (seve n in number 
since the 12th), which have lately been made, have originated with the gang, part of which are lodged 
in the fort of this place. 

On the 12th ult., during the fire, and when it was supposed it was gaining on the upper town, the 
pirates in the fort cheered, and appeared to be pleased that the success had been so great in the accom- 
plishment of their views. 

Business is completely at a stand, and will, I fear, continue so, till a more efficient force is sent on 
this station. The government of this island is without force. The prisoners now in the fort are nearly 
equal to the garrison; and although the governor is using every exertion for the preservation of the 
remains of the tow n, and is inclined to execute the pirates now in confinement, still the laws are not 
sufficiently strong to warrant him in so doing. 

The gang on the coast of Porto Rico must now exceed eighty, and they have several small vessels 
in which they cruise. 

The commander of the Grampus does all in his power, but the force is not sufficient; and if our 
government does not send out a larger force on this station, I fear that the flourishing trade from our 
country to this will be done up. 

The inhabitants of this island are in a state of continual alarm. We are not only on the alert 
against fire, but fear that these desperadoes will attempt, during the flames, to assassinate the inhabi- 
tants. If you can influence the Secretary of the Navy to send us a further force on this station, you 
will confer a great favor on all the resident Americans. 

In making known this communication, have the goodness to keep the name of the writer a secret, 
as the government use every means in their power to keep the true state of things from coming to the 
ears of the public, supposing it will be detrimental to the trade of the place. 

With respect, I remain your most obedient servant. 

To Commodore Davin Porter, Washington. 
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U. S. Scnooner Grampvs, St. Thomas, December 12, 1824. 


Sir: In pursuance of your orders of the the 15th November, 1824, I have the honor to report, that 
I visited Antigua and St. Christophers. I delivered your message to Governor Maxwell, who appeared 
to be very much gratified to hear from you. With regard to the prisoners there, I found, on inquiry, that 
in a fracas, two sailors on board an American brig, had beaten and wounded, with a knife, the cook, so 
that he died in about thirty-six hours after. An inquest was held, and, from the declaration of the dying 
man, and the testimony of another black man, gave a verdict of willful murder; since which time, (about 
seven months) these men have been confined. Finding the crime to have been committed within the 
jurisdiction of the English government, I did not believe it would be cognizable in our courts; and, as 
there could not be obtained any other testimony than that given before the inquest, which I did not 
believe would be received in our courts, even if the men could be tried, and as also it would subject the 
United States to a heavy expense for their maintenance, &c., ever since their confinement, I did not 
think proper to take them. They will now shortly be tried. Governor Maxwell was willing to give 
them up, but the chief justice thought they could not properly do so, and if they did, that the culprits 
would escape from our courts, for want of jurisdiction and testimony. 

I enclose you the official account from Porto Rico of our expedition to that island. Several gentle- 
men I have seen from there informed me that it created a great sensation, and that Le Torres threatens 
to retaliate on the first American officer he can catch, by making him walk barefooted to Fajardo. The 
captain of the port and the military commandant have been broke and confined. The alcalde made his 
escape, and is now in this place. As I have no inclination to march barefooted to Fajardo, I cannot go 
to Porto Rico for water. I shall therefore be obliged to purchase it at this place, or go down to St. 
Domingo, which I think I shall do before long, as I intend to visit the Mona passage in a few days. We 
have nothing new on this station worthy of communication. Since you left, we have had so much blow- 
ing and rainy weather that I find my old suit of sails going so fast, that I feel it my duty to inform you 
that I shall not be able to make them hold out more than two or three months, at farthest, when, if I am 
not relieved, or receive orders to return home, I shall be obliged to incur a very heavy expense to get a 
new suit of sails at this place, to keep my vessel in a proper state of safety and efficiency. I beg, 
therefore, I may receive your instructions before that time, how to act. It is very easy to get orders to 
me by way of New York, by enclosing them under cover to Cabot, Bailey & Co., St. Thomas, and send 
them to J. Balestier & Co., No. 81 Pine street, New York. They will be sure to come by the first vessel. 
As the two houses are connected in business, he knows of every opportunity. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) JOHN D. SLOAT. 

To Commodore Davin Porter, Commander-in-Chief of the 

Naval Forces of the U. S. in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 








Wasnarneton, May 6, 1825. 


* Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you a number of original letters and depositions respecting 
transactions at Foxardo, and the piratical character of the place. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Hon. Saw’. L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





I shall now give a copy of my letter to the Captain General of Porto Rico, written, as will be per- 
ceived by the date, on my first arrival in the West Indies, and before the death of Lieut. Cocke, apprising 
him of the object of my visit, and calling on him for co-operation. I shall then give a correct copy of 
my letter to the governor of Foxardo, and a translation from the Gaceta del Gobierno de Puerto Rico, 
which bears evidence of being the production, and published by the authority of the captain general of 
that island. 

After a perusal of the documents accompanying this defence, and being acquainted with the iniqui- 
tous conduct of the inhabitants of Porto Rico; after the neglect of the captain general to furnish that 
aid and assistance for the suppression of piracy which it was his duty to have afforded; after a know- 
ledge of the object that took Lieut. Platt to Foxardo, and the only object that took me there, and after 
redress, and the only redress obtainable, had been obtained, who will dare to say that the lives and 
property of our fellow-citizens are safe in any part of the Island of Puerto Rico, while it remains under 
the government of a man so distinguished for his hostility to our country, and for his mischievous 
character, as Don Miguel de Torres, the undoubted author of the inflammatory production above men- 
tioned? The Island of Porto Rico can be considered in no other light than as an island of pirates, of 
which he is their chief; and every nation who regards her own interests and the safety of her citizens, 
should unite in putting them down by blockade, reprisal, or, if necessary, by conquest. 

If Don Miguel de Torres was of a virtuous and pacific disposition he would have taken the only 
proper means of obtaining redress, either through his own government or by a direct appeal to arms; 
but as he has thought proper to give way to his wild and uncontrollable feelings, and thereby exciting 
the malignant and mischievous propensities of those under his orders, placing, by his publications, the 
lives and property of the citizens of the United States in Porto Rico at hazard, he has lost sight of what 
was due to his own government, to humanity, to his character of a respectable chief, and forfeited his 
claim on this country for reparation, if any was due. 





* The above letter accompanied the documents rejected by the court. 
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U. S. Sure Peacock, March 4, 1823. 
To his excellency, the Governor of Porto Rico. 

Your Exceirency: I have the honor to inform you that, in pursuance of orders from my government, 
I have taken command of all the United States naval forces in these seas, for the protection of the com- 
merce of the United States against all unlawful interruptions; to guard the rights, both of property and 
person, of our citizens, whenever it shall become necessary, and for the suppression of piracy and the 
slave trade. 

As great complaints have been made of the interruption and injury to our commerce by privateers 
fitted out from Spanish ports, I must beg your excellency to furnish me a descriptive list of vessels 
legally commissioned to cruise from Porto Rico, with a set of the blank forms of their papers, that I may 
know how and when to respect them, if I should meet with any of them. 

I must also beg your excellency to inform me how far they have been instructed to interrupt our 
trade with Mexico and the Colombian republic, and whatever instructions or authorities they may have 
affecting our commerce generally. 

As the suppression of piracy, the principal motive for my visit to these seas, is an object that con- 
cerns all nations, (all being parties against them, and may be considered allies,) I confidently look to all 
for co-operation whenever it may be necessary, or at least their favorable and friendly support, and to 
none more than those most exposed to their depredations. I, therefore, look with contidence to your 
excellency for the aid of such means as may be in your power for their suppression; and, in the absence 
of means, I beg to assure your excellency that, whatever course may be pursued by me to destroy these 
enemies of the human race, it will have no other aim; and I shall observe the utmost caution not to 
encroach on the rights, or willingly offend the feelings of others, either in substance or in form, in all the 
measures which may be adopted to accoinplish the end in view. 

It will afford me sincere pleasure, should I be so fortunate as to fulfill the expectations of my govern- 
ment, and at the same time preserve harmony and a good understanding with those with whom I may be 
so unfortunate as to come in collision or discussion in relation thereto. Indeed, it will add much to my 
happiness if it can be avoided altogether. 

That such is my sincere wish, and that the objects set forth by me are the only ones which brought 
me to these seas, I beg leave to assure your excellency in the most positive and unequivocal terms. 

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be, 
Your excellency’s very obedient, humble servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 





U.S. Sup Jonn Apams, November 12, 1824. 

Sir: It has been officially reported to me that an officer under my command, who visited the town of 
Foxardo, of which you are the chief, in search of robbers and freebooters, who, with a large amount of 
American property, were supposed to have taken shelter there, and bringing with him sufficient testimo- 
nials as to his object and character, was, after they were all made known to you, arrested by your order 
by armed men, and shamefully insulted and abused in your presence by the captain of the port, after 
which he was sent, by your orders, to prison, and when released therefrom was further insulted and 
abused by the inhabitants of the town, His object in visiting Foxardo has by these means been defeated, 
and for these offences no atonement or explanation has yet been made, 

The object of my visit is to obtain both, and I leave it entirely to your choice, whether to come with 
the captain of the port and the other offenders to me, for the purpose of satisfying me as to the part you 
have all had in this shameful transaction, or to await my visit at your town, Should you decline coming 
to me, I shall take with me an armed force competent to punish the aggressors, and if any resistance is 
made, the total destruction of Foxardo will be the certain and immediate consequence, 

If atonement for the injury is promptly made, the innocent of the offences will escape all punishment; 
but atonement must and will be had, and, if it is withheld from me, they will be involved in the general 
chastisement. 

I shall hold the town and vessels in the harbor answerable for any detention or ill treatment of the 
officers who bear this letter. 

I allow you one hour to decide on the course you will pursue, at the expiration of which time, if you 
do not present yourself to me, I shall march to Foxardo. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


To the AtcaLpE of Foxardo, 


Shameful aggression by Captain Porter, of the United States frigate John Adams, in violation of the rights 
of nations. 


Porto Rico, November 23, 1824. 

On the 14th of the present month, the commander of the United States frigate John Adams, display- 
ing the flag of a nation with which we are at peace, and with which there was no appearance of our 
having declared war, anchored in the port of Fajardo with two schooners, landed a number of armed 
troops, and placing himself at their head, under specious pretexts, threatened destruction to the town, 
and to the lives of its inhabitants, who had no other bulwark but their own courage, and no other 
authority in their front but that of an alcalde and of a militia officer of the district. He carried his incon- 
siderate enterprise so far, (taking advantage of the surprise of the moment and of the state of peace in 
which we are with the nation whose flag waved over him,) as to spike the artillery, re-embarking when 
the people began to collect, by which he avoided the punishment which was his due. If his precipitate 
embarkation, and the weakness of the alcalde, (whom we cannot positively pronounce culpable, on account 
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of our not being yet acquainted with all the circumstances, ) saved Captain Porter from the indignation 
of a people most atrociously insulted, and, for the present, from the punishment which the laws of society 
impose. The thinking world will judge of the criminality in both cases of the aforesaid Porter, as a 

ublic man, commanding the naval forces of a civilized nation, and as a private individual, according to 
the result of the facts we are about to relate. 

Under date of the 380th of October, the alcalde of the aforementioned town of Fajardo, gave notice 
that at 8 o’clock on the evening of the 26th, the American war schooner Beagle, Captain J. Platt, had 
arrived at that port, having on board Mr. George Beafon, clerk in the house of Cabot and Bailey, in the 
Island of St. Thomas, with orders and recommendations from Mr. John Campus, of that place, in search 
of some goods said to have been stolen from the said house, on the night of the 24th-25th of March. 

The captain of the port, (to whom, as well as to the other military authorities, vigilance was recom- 
mended on account of the number of vessels which, according to advices received, had been fitted out in 
the United States, under the flags of what are called the insurgent States,) had his suspicions of the brig, 
and requested the assistance of the alcalde to examine her papers; when finding them regular, he gave 
the schooner liberty to proceed on her voyage the same day. 

Under the date of the 14th, he says, that at seven o’clock of that day, information was received of 
two American schooners with launches in tow, having passed the Isle of Palominos, which is in front of 
the port; that from these launches, bearing the American flag, one hundred and fifty armed men landed, 
and with a drum beating, marched to the town, where the people of the neighborhood had already begun 
to assemble, armed with whatever they could lay their hands on, and resolved, as good Spaniards, to sell 
dear the ground they occupied, when they observed a white flag borne in front, and having been commanded 
to halt, he went out and met an officer, who brought the alcalde a letter in English, a literal translation 
of which follows: 


U. S. Frigate Joun Apams, November 12, 1824. 


Sir: I have been officially informed, that an officer under my orders who visited the town of Fajardo, 
of which you are chief, in search of, which with a great quantity of American property were supposed 
to be secreted there, and carrying with him sufficient testimonials of his object and character, was, after 
he had made all known to you, sir, arrested through your orders, by armed men, and shamefully insulted 
and abused in your presence, by the captain of the port; and that, after he was sent away by your orders, 
and set at liberty, he was insulted and abused afresh, by the inhabitants of the town. 

His object in visiting Fajardo has been frustrated through these means, and for these offences has 
been made neither expiation or explanation. 

The object of my visit is to obtain both, and I leave it entirely to your choice, either to come with 
the captain of the port and the other offenders where I am, to give me satisfaction for the part which you 
have all had in this shameful affair, or to expect my visit in your town. If you, sir, decline to come to 
me, I shall take with me an armed force competent to chastise the transgressors; and if any resistance 
be made, the total destruction of Fajardo shall be the certain and immediate consequence, 

If atonement for the injury is promptly made, those innocent of the offence shall escape all punish- 
ment; but there must and shall be an atonement, and if I am impeded, they shall be involved in the 
general punishment. 

I shall hold the town and the vessels in port, if the officers who is sent with this letter be detained 
or ill treated. 

I grant you, sir, an hour to decide on the subject, at the expiration of which period, if you do not 
present yourself in person before me, I shall march to Fajardo. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. N. PORTER, 
Commander of the Naval Forces of the United States on the 
Coast of Africa and Florida, in the Antilles and the Gulf of Mexico. 


To the Atca.pE of Fajardo. 


The alealde says that, to avoid the consequences with which he saw the town was threatened, he 
resolved to go and speak to Commodore Porter, with whom he held a conference in the most friendly 
manner, and, after having removed all difficulties, retired. After this he supposes they spiked the four 
pieces of artillery at the port. 

Various persons who were present say, that Commodore Porter and the alcalde having interchanged 
invitations to partake of refreshments, the former accepted the invitation of the latter, passing to the 
town: but that when he arrived where the people of the neighborhood were collected, who had a cannon 
ready with a lighted match, and when he saw their boldness and resolution, he excused himself under 
various pretences and retired immediately. 

It is inferred from the contents of Commodore Porter’s letter, that he made his threat with the 
intention of taking command of the town, before disembarking; but he must now know the people of 
Porto Rico well enough to be convineed that even the small time he allowed them, might have cost him 
dear, and that only by abusing good faith and confidence in the friendly relations of the flag he bore, 
could he have succeeded in entering upon the territory without paying for it with the life of as many as 
were bold enough to make the attempt, and so was he in person at the head of his troops till they were 
commanded to halt at the entrance of the town. 

The arrogant tone of Captaia Porter, in his threat to the miserable alcalde of a defenceless town of 
a friendly nation, demanding satisfaction for an offence which is denied to have been committed, and 
satisfaction for which, even if certain, should have been exacted only from the sovereign, with arms in 
hand, is sufficient proof that his conduct has been a crime against the laws of nations and of honor. 

If Captain Porter has acted as an officer of the navy of the United States, not only has he offended 
the Spanish nation, by violating its territory and committing hostilities and outrages, when it was repos- 
ing in the confidence that he bronght peace with him, but he has committed an offence against all the 
recognized nations of the civilized world, and even against his own, by usurping sovercignty to which it 
only appertains, to change a state of peace to one of war, 

It will be enough to tell Commodore Porter the laws which ought to be observed in respect to the 
rights of nations. ‘If a private person,” says Vattel, ‘‘ wishes to prosecute his rights in opposition to 
the subject of a foreign power, he can apply to the sovereign of his adversary, or to the magistrate who 
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exercises the public authority, and if he does not obtain justice he ought to apply to his own sovereign, 
who is bound to protect him.” 

“To take up arms,” says the same author, “it is necessary, first, that we have just cause of com- 
plaint; secondly, that we have been denied reasonable satisfaction.” And, in another place, he says, 
“To enter, with an army, into a neighboring country, which we have not threatened, and without having 
tried to obtain an equitable reparation for the wrongs we think we have received, will be to introduce a 
method fatal to humanity, and to destroy the foundation of the tranquillity and security of nations. If 
public indignation, and the agreement of civilized people, had not prescribed this mode of procedure, it 
would be necessary to remain always armed, and to be in the same state of preparation in full peace ag 
in open war.” Compare, for a moment, this doctrine with the contents of the letter of the American 
captain, and with his conduct, and you will see immediately the criminality which his proceedings involve, 

Among the causes which the author from whom we have taken these doctrines, gives, as those 
which will justify a nation in having recourse to arms, is a just motive of complaint, of which reasonable 
satisfaction has been refused. 

Independent of the want of authority in Captain Porter to make use of arms given him for other 
purposes, the cause of complaint rests in an injury which supposes to have been done to an officer under 
his command, According to another author, an injury to a person can be done in three ways, “either by 
denying him that which is his due; by depriving him of that which he lawfully holds; or by doing him an 
evil which there is no right to do unto him.” 

None of these three circumstances is observed in the case which Commodore Porter brings forward— 
and all three concur in his perfidious aggression. When the captain of the port of Fajardo wished to 
assure himself of the lawfulness of the proceedings of the schooner Beagle he used a very legal right, 
and to the exercise of which occasion was given by the nature of the vessel, by the character of the 
crews with which the enemy’s vessels are manned, and by the advices, mentioned above, which had been 
received. But, applying this toCommodore Porter, we find him deny the governor of the island the indis- 
putable right he has to administer justice; we find him usurp the exercise of this authority in a case of 
private property, depriving the people of the tranquillity they enjoyed, and his Majesty of the use of his 
arms, and committing hostilities without any authority. 

To threaten the whole population of a little town with destruction if it did not give him a satisfaction 
which he has not obtained, and could not have obtained in the manner he solicited, whatever may have 
been the conduct of the alcalde of Fajardo, is to gainsay the opinion we had formed of Captain Porter, 
who we supposed to possess those noble, humane, and generous sentiments which are proper to a gentle- 
man. But to abuse the good faith of the treaties under which we live, to employ force against weakness, 
and then to retire without accomplishing his object, and without fulfilling his duties as a commander, 
when he saw a force was collected to oppose him, is to act directly contrary to those sentiments. 

If he believed that satisfaction was due to the officer under his orders, it was not to be obtained but 
through the competent authority, that is the captain general of the island, and not the alcalde of a town, 
which, on the other hand, charges him with being the aggressor. Whatever has been done or said by 
the alcalde will be considered as the personal proceedings of a weak man overpowered by force, and can 
in no way be any satisfaction to Captain Porter or his aggrieved officer. If they desire a satisfaction 
purely personal, as officers of honor, they ought to know that there are other w: ays of obtaining it. We 
will not be those who shall decide as to the true qualities of the conduct observed by Commodore Porter. 
We leave it to the whole world to compare it with what is painted by one of the authors of which we 
have already spoken. 

“Those who have recourse to arms without necessity, are the plagues of the human family—they 
are the barbarous enemies of society, and rebels against the laws of nature, or rather against the com- 
mon Father of men.” 

They are obnoxious to the penalties and the treatment the Genevans imposed on the Savoyards, 
when they assailed them in 1602; ‘because a nation attacked after this manner (in an informal and 
unlawful war,) by enemies, is not obliged to observe towards them those laws which are prescribed in 
laws declared in form, and can treat them as banditti.” 

If the alealde had only known his duty, or been desirous of fulfilling it, although he could not prevent 
the landing of Captain Porter with an armed force, if he had delayed to reply to the letter, and done 
nothing else, this gentleman would have received a suitable answer in a few hours. The alcalde of 
Naguabo, who saw the two schooners anchor at Fajardo, and the brig at the cape, had already collected 
his ‘people, and given the necessary information to the commandant of the department, who immediately 
took up the line of march for the point which was threatened. The neighboring inhabitants with the 
commandant, would, we feel confident, have renewed the scene of January 2 3d, 1817, when, having at 
their head, the captain of grenadiers, Don Antonio Planells y Bardaxi, they resisted two insurgent corsairs, 
which after having tried in vain to capture an English schooner, that had taken refuge in the port, made 
a landing which cost them the loss of thirty men, and of a great quantity of arms and ammunition, and 
forced them to give up a practice which they had taken up under the American flag, and a boat and three 
men which they had captured. 

If the loyal and valiant inhabitants of Fajardo, have lost a second occasion of covering themselves 
with glory, as worthy Porto Ricons, as in the affair which we have just related, and which may be seen 
in the Gazette of February 1, 1817, let them console themselves. The governor will take care to put at 
their head an officer who will discharge his duty, if occasion should occur, as did Planells, to avoid 
another surprise, and that the aggressors, (who have been witnesses of the valor and decision with which 
the word of attack -is expected, ) notwithstanding that, from the shortness of the time, but few of the 
people can collect together, may not return to repeat with impunity such scandalous attempts, which will 
be repelled with the boldness, the valor, and the fidelity which characterize that honorable neighborhood. 


It will not escape the notice of the reader, that my visit to Foxardo, not only had the effect which I 
anticipated—that of securing better treatment from the authorities of Porto Rico to the officers engaged 
in the suppression of piracy; but, from accounts recently received from the officer I left to perform this 
duty, it appears an earnest co-operation on the part of the government of the island has also been pro- 
duced by it: I allude to the communications of Lieutenant Sloat, which have lately been received at the 
Navy Departmnnt, accompanied by a circular from the captain general of the island, calling on the 
subordinate authorities to render every assistance in their power. This conduct, contrasted with their 
former treatment of us, proves the effect of my visit to have been most salutary. 
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Official. 
Unitep Srates Scnooner Grampvs, St. Thomas, March 12, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to report for the information of the Department, that having learned that 
several vessels had been robbed by pirates near Foxardo, and that two sloops of this place, and one of 
Santa Cruz, had been taken by them, and two of them were equipped and cruising as pirates, I obtained 
two small sloops at this place, free of expense, by the very cordial co-operation of his excellency, Governor 
Von Scholten, of St. Thomas, who promptly ordered the necessary documents to be issued, and imposed 
a temporary embargo, to prevent the transmission of intelligence to the pirates, which sloops I manned 
and armed under the command of Lieutenants Pendergrast and Wilson, for the purpose of examining all 
the small harbors of Crab Island, and the south coast of Porto Rico. We sailed on the first of March 
and examined every place as far to the westward as Ponce, without success, although we got frequent 
information of them; we anchored at Ponce on the evening of the third, and took our men and officers on 
board; the next morning at 10 o’clock, a sloop was seen off the harbor, beating to the eastward, which 
was very confidently supposed to be one of those fitted out by the pirates. I again got one of the sloops 
and manned her under the command of Lieutenant Pendergrast, accompanied by Acting Lieutenant 
Magruder, Doctor Biddle, and Midshipman Stone, with twenty-three men, who sailed in pursuit the next 
day at 3 o’clock. They had the good fortune to fall in with her in the harbor of “Boca del Inferno,” 
which is very large, and has many hiding places, where an action commenced, which lasted forty-five 
minutes, when the pirates ran their sloop on shore, and jumped overboard: two of them were found killed 
and ten of those which escaped to the shore were taken by the Spanish soldiers, five or six of whom were 
wounded, and amongst them, the famous piratical chief, Cofrecinas, who has long been the terror of the 
coast, and the rallying point of the pirates in this vicinity. As near as we can ascertain, he had fifteen 
or sixteen men on board, and was armed with one four-pounder, and muskets, pistols, cutlasses, and 
knives for his men. The sloop was got off, and arrived safe, with our tender, at this place, last evening; 
and I am happy to add, that none of our people received any injury, and all have returned in good health 
notwithstanding their exposure to the sun and rain, for eleven days, without the possibility of getting 
below. J have much pleasure in stating to you, that I received every assistance from the authorities of 
Ponce, whilst there, and that they showed every desire to promote the success of the expedition. I have 
the honor to enclose you a copy of a letter sent by them to Lieutenant Pendergrast, thanking him, the 
other officers and men, for the service rendered the country, in the capture of the pirate. 

The success of the enterprise, against skillful and cunning adversaries, is the best proof I can offer 
you of the good conduct of the officers and men engaged in it, and renders superfluous any eulogium 
from me. 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN D. SLOAT. 


Hon. Sam. L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





To Lieutenant Pendergrast, the officers and crew of the sloop Dolphin, now in the service of the United 

States of America: 

The alcade of Ponce, Don Jose Torrens, and the military commandant, Col. Don Thomas Renovals, 
request me to say to you that, in the name of the governor of this island, and of the Spanish nation, 
they present you their thanks for the important service you have rendered them, in capturing the piratical 
vessel commanded by the noted Cofrecinas. 

They have written to the chief authority an account of your gallant and successful expedition, and 
hope your future exertions may meet with equal success. 

In them you will always find friends and brother officers in an honorable cause, and all the assist- 
ance they may have in their power. 

They request you to accept the refreshments now sent off, and regret that your short stay deprives 
them of the pleasure of showing you more particular attention. 

They are also happy to say that Captain Manuel Marcann has also been successful in securing some 
of the pirates who swam to the shore after you captured their vessels. 


Wishing you success, health, &c., I am, gentlemen, your friend and servant, 
JAMES J. ATKINSON. 


Ponce, March 6, 1825. 





U. S. Scoooner Grampvs, St. Thomas, March 19, 1825. 


Sir: On the 12th of this month, I had the honor to report the capture of a piratical vessel, on the 
south side of Porto Rico, by an expedition fitted out from this vessel, and her safe arrival at this place; 
also my having given her over to the governor to be returned to her former owner, an inhabitant of St. 
Thomas. I subsequently learned that the pirates who swam on shore had been taken and sent to 
the city of St. Johns, the seat of government of Porto Rico, at which place I called to offer our testimony 
Enclosure No. 1, is my letter to the captain general; No. 2, his reply, which I have 


against them. 
Our testimony was not required, as they have confessed 


forwarded for the information of the Department. 


sufficient to convict them. 
The capture of this vessel, I find, is considered of much more importance, by the governments of 


Porto Rico, St. Croix, and St. Thomas, than I had any idea of, as the leader, ‘‘ Cofrecinas,” has for years 
been the terror of this vicinity; and his career has been marked by the most horrible murders and piracies, 
and for some time a large reward has been offered by the government of Porto Rico for his head. 
Although wounded when he got on shore, he would not surrender until he received the contents of a 
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blunderbuss, which shattered his left arm, and he was brought to the ground with the but of it. T have 
seen him in prison, and he declares that he has not robbed any American vessel for the last eighteen 
months, only, however, for the want of an opportunity. Several persons on shore, heretofore considered 
respectable, have been arrested as accomplices of this gang. Six of them were brought to St. Johns, 
and committed to prison whilst I was there. The captain general has promised me that these desperadoes 
that he will not wait for the civil court, but will order a* court-martial 





shall have summary justice 
immediately to try them. 

I have great pleasure in stating to you that the captain general appeared to have every disposition 
to prevent all piracies from the coast of Porto Rico, and to co-operate with me by all the means in his 
power; and for which purpose he gave me a circular letter to all civil and military officers on the coast, 
requiring them to give me every assistance and information in their power, whenever the Grampus or her 
boats may make their appearance on the coast, or in any of the harbors of the island; a copy of which 
is enclosed, No. 3. 

I have also the honor to enclose you a note from me to Governor Van Scholten of St. Thomas, (No. 4,) 
requesting him to give the necessary orders to receive the sloop, and to have her restored to her original 
owner, and his reply, No. 5. Also, a letter from James J. Atkinson, Esq., in behalf of the alcalde and 
military commandant of Ponce, No. 6. 

When I left St. Johns, the fiscal was taking the declaration of Cofrecinas, and the captain general 
promised me a copy of it; but having a large convoy to take to sea on Sunday, (to-morrow,) from this 
place, I could not wait for it. It will be sent to me in a few days, when I shall send it to you for the 
information of the government, as I have no doubt it will throw much light on the subject of piracies. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOUN D. SLOAT. 


To the Hon. Samver L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





No. 1. 


U. S. Scnooner Grampvs, St. Johns, Porto Rico, March 14, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform your excellency that I have arrived in this harbor, with the United 
States schooner Grampus under my command. The object of my visit at this time is to inform your 
excellency that a small sloop, a tender to this vessel, met with a piratical sloop in the harbor of ‘Boca 
del Inferno,” under the command of the famous piratical chief Cofrecinas, on the fifth day of the present 
month, and after a desperate resistance drove her on shore. The pirates that were not killed jumped 
overboard and got on shore, where ten of them, I understand, have been taken by the troops in that 
vicinity and sent to this place. Should your excellency consider the testimony of the officers of the 
Grampus at all necessary in bringing those enemies of mankind to justice, it will be cheerfully afforded. 
The sloop I took to St. Thomas, and gave her to her former owner. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest. respect, your excellency’s most obedient serv’t, 


JOHN D. SLOAT. 
To his excellency J. D. Micvri De ta Torre, Captain General of the Island of Porto Rico. 





No. 2. 
[Translation.] 


GOVERNMENT AND CapraIN GENERALSHIP OF THE Isiuanp or Porto Rico. 


I have received the official letter which you were pleased to direct to me, under date of 14th ult., 
informing me of the object of your visit to this port, and offering, if necessary, the declarations of your 
officers and crew, (who fought with so much bravery against the pirates in the Boca del Inferno,) in case 
they should be found necessary for the conviction of those criminals, in the process instituted against 
them by this captain generalship. J return you my most grateful thanks, as well for this offer as for the 
effectual assistance you have rendered in the pursuit and capture of these wicked wretches, of which 
good services I was already informed by the military commandant and other authorities of Ponce. Be 
pleased to accept the tender of my acknowledgments, and also to be the organ of communicating them 
to the officers and crew of the schooner under your command, for their co-operation, which confers so 
much honor on the navy of the United States; and, as regards their declaration, (considering that the 
pirates do not deny the principal fact, and that they have-already convicted themselves,) I do not think 
it necessary to put them to the inconvenience you were pleased to offer, and which goodness would have 
been accepted, had it been found necessary. This captain generalship, in tendering to you its acknow- 
ledgments, flatters itself that you will be pleased to continue your good services in the pursuit of this 
scourge of humanity, that, in case there should still be any remaining, they may be brought to suffer the 
condign punishment which their captured comrades will not fail to receive. To effect this, the most 
energetic orders have been issued, that all the authorities of the coasts should hold themselves unani- 
mously in readiness to co-operate with you in the most efficacious manner for the attainment of this 
result. 

Accept, Sefior Commandant, the assurance of my respect, and of the consideration with which I pray 
God to preserve you many years. 

MIGUEL DE LA TORRES. 

Puerto Rico, March 17, 1825. 

To the Commanpber of the United States Schooner Grampus, in the Bay. 
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No. 3. 


[Translation.] 


The captain of the United States American schooner Grampus, (Lieut. John D. Sloat,) goes in pur- 
suit of pirates; for which purpose he will visit all the ports, harbors, roads, and anchorages, which he 
may find convenient. In consequence, you will give him all the necessary aid and notice for discovering 
them; and in case of meeting with them, the authorities of the coast, both civil and military, will join 
themselves unanimously with the said commandant, to pursue them by land, while he does the same by 
sea; and in case any of those wicked wretches should seek refuge in the territory of any part of the 
island, they would pursue them briskly, until they have possessed themselves of their persons. The 
government expects, from the known zeal of the authorities referred to, that they will display the greatest 
activity, efficacy, and energy, in this important service, assuring each, in particular, of the lively interest 
which it feels for the total extermination of such vile rabble, the disgrace of humanity. Those who shall 
distinguish themselves in the opinion of the government, will be reported to his Majesty, giving to each 
one justice, according to his merits. God guard you many years, ‘ 

MIGUEL DE LA TORRES. 
Puerto Rico, March 16, 1825. 
To the Military Commandants, and of the Quarters, Royal Alcaldes, and other 

Civil and Military Authorities and Functionaries of the Coasts of this Island. 





No. 4. 


Unirep States Scoooner Grampvs, St. Thomas, March 12, 1825, 8 A. M. 

Sir: Having been informed by the captain of a vessel that arrived in this port, that the piratical 
vessel which the Danish man-of-war and myself had for some time been in search of, was in the vicinity 
of Crab Island, and had captured and plundered several small vessels belonging to this place, and no 
Danish man-of-war being at the moment in port, I did not hesitate to request of your excellency per- 
mission for the three Danish sloops (whose captains had volunteered their services) to assist me in pur- 
suit of her. Your excellency immediately granted the request, on the sole condition that I should pledge 
myself, as an officer and gentleman, that the vessels should not be used for any other purpose than search- 
ing for pirates. I can assure your excellency that they have been used by me for no other. The sloop 
which arrived this morning is the last of the three which were under the command of Lieut. Pendergrast, 
who was so fortunate as to fall in with, and capture, the piratical vessel we have been so long in search 
of, commanded by the famous chief Cofrecina, who is badly wounded; the most of his crew were killed or 
wounded, and the survivors are all, I believe, now prisoners in Porto Rico, where the government afforded 
every assistance to the expedition whilst on that coast, and in capturing those that swam on shore. I 
herewith return your excellency the documents placed by you in my hands, to be used by the sloops 
engaged in the expedition. I cannot forbear to recommend to your excellency Capt. Perrelty, master and 
owner of the Danish sloop Dolphin, who rendered great assistance by his knowledge of the coast, and his 
good conduct during the cruise, and whom I beg leave to recommend to your particular notice. I have 
great pleasure in restoring to the rightful owner the sloop captured from the pirates, and request your 
excellency to give the necessary orders to have her delivered to him. I also enclose several sets of Danish 
papers taken on board the piratical vessel. 

L have the honor to be, with great consideration and respect, 
Your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
JOHN D. SLOAT. 

To his excellency Gov. Van Scuotren, of St. Thomas, St. Johns, &c., &c. 





No. 5. 
GoveRNMENT House, St. Thomas, March 12, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this inst., and am extremely happy 
at the ‘successful result of the expedition. 

I shall take a pleasure to lay your communication before my government, and beg you will be assured 
how much the community and I feel obligated to you for the assistance you on every occasion so readily 
afford this island. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 


P. SCHOLTEN. 
To Lieut. Commandant Stoat, commanding the U. S. Schooner Grampus. 





No. 6. 
Ponce, March 12, 1825. 


To Captain J. D. Sloat, United States Navy: 

Dear Sir: I have the pleasure of communicating to you the agreeable information, (at the request of 
Col. Renovales) that the chief of the pirate you saw passing in front of this port, and in pursuit of whom you 
dispatched the expedition under the command of Lieut. Pendergrast, has been captured, with twelve of 
his associates, on shore, near Guyama, all desperately, if not mortally wounded, particularly the leader, 
Cofrecinas, who landed, wounded, and then fought Captain Marcanos until he had three bullets and two 
sabre wounds. He sannot survive. 
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The commandant and alcalde present you their sincere and warm thanks for the service and aid you 
have rendered this place in capturing this pirate, and wish to be remembered to yourself, Lieut. Pender- 
grast, and the other officers of your expedition, They wish soon again to see you, and hope you will 
remain in port long enough for them to show you some particular attention, 

Many of Cofrecinas’ confederates on shore are arrested: five from here sent to St. Johns. 


Your friend and servant, 
JAMES J. ATKINSON. 
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LETTER FROM COMMODORE DAVID PORTER RELATIVE TO CHARGES OF THOMAS RAN- 
DALL AND JOHN MOUNTAIN AGAINST THE OFFICERS OF THE WEST INDIA SQUADRON. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 27, 1825. 


The Vice-Prestpent communicated the following letter, which was ordered to be printed, and referred to 
oO J . 
the Committee on Naval Affairs: 


To the Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate: 

Sir: During the last session of Congress several communications from Thomas Randall and John 
Mountain, highly injurious to the character of myself, and other officers of the West India squadron, 
were transmitted by the then Secretary of State to the Senate, and gave rise to a debate, wherein many 
severe reflections were made on the conduct of navy officers in general, but more particularly on that of 
the officers employed for the suppression of piracy. In consequence of these communications, and the 
remarks they gave rise to, immediately on my arrival in the United States I applied for an investigation 
of the conduct of myself and others implicated by them. The consequence was, an investigation of the 
whole of the proceedings of the West India squadron, from the time of my taking command, up to the 
time of my recall. All of which has been printed, by order of the President, and was, as I am informed, 
a short time since in the office of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, ready to be distributed whenever 
Congress shall have made a call for the same. 

In consequence of which, I some time since requested the Hon. Mr. Lloyd to offer a resolution, call- 
ing on the Navy Department for the proceedings in the case to be laid before the Senate, which he did 
me the favor to comply with, and a call was accordingly made; but, as he has since informed me that he 
does not contemplate taking any further steps in the affair, I take the liberty of briefly stating to you 
my object in wishing the call for the proceedings, which I beg you to communicate to the Senate for its 
consideration. 

The documents communicated by the State Department, together with the remarks which they gave 
rise to, have been spread before the public, and on many minds have left an impression highly injurious 
to the character of the navy in general; and this impression has been strengthened by the repetition of 
the charges in the public prints by Mr. Randall, since the proceedings in the case were had, with the 
additional assertion that I had shrunk from the inquiry, and deprived the court of the opportunity of 
bringing out all the facts in the case, by which his charges would have been sustained, and my guilt 
would have been manifest. It is, therefore, due to myself, it is due to every officer under my command, 
it is due to the whole navy, and, indeed, the whole nation, that the result of this inquiry should be laid 
before the Senate, that erroneous impressions, injurious to our characters, may thereby be removed from 
the minds of those who, by the statements of Randall and Mountain, have been led to entertain them, 
and that those who entertained different opinions, and were induced to interpose themselves between us 
and the injury which it is believed was intended by our accusers, may be assured that their confidence 
has not been placed on objects unworthy of engaging it. 

I beg, sir, that this subject may be brought to the consideration of the Senate at as early a period 
as possible, in order that it may determine, whether sufficient rigor has been observed in the inquiry; 
that if it has not, other proceedings may be asked for, and if they prove satisfactory, as I feel a confi- 
dence they will, that an opinion may be expressed to that effect, thereby relieving us from the charges 
and censures that remain on the files, and stand on record against us, to the prejudice of our own char- 
acters, and the character, and consequently of the interests, of the corps to which I belong. 

This request is made with feelings of the highest respect for the members of the Senate, individu- 
ally and collectively; and I hope sincerely that there may be found nothing wrong or unreasonable in 
my desire to obtain that approbation which myself and others have sought with so much assiduity, dur- 
ing the time we were employed in the suppression of piracy—a service holding forth no reward for its 
faithful performance—no hope to cheer us through all our privations and sufferings, but the approbation 
of our country. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your very obedient servant, 





D. PORTER. 


Wasuineton, December 25, 1825. 
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LETTER OF THOMAS RANDALL, RELATIVE TO A COMMUNICATION OF COMMODORE 
DAVID PORTER TO THE SENATE, CHARGING HIM WITH IMPUTATIONS AGAINST 
HIMSELF AND OFFICERS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 3, 1826. 


To the Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate: 
Wasutneton, December 29, 1825. 

Sir: In the papers of yesterday I read, with some surprise, a letter from Commodore David Porter, 
addressed to you, for the purpose of being communicated to the Senate, in which he invokes the aid of 
that body to relieve him from the charges and censures which, he alleges, have grown out of my reports 
to the Executive, in relation to the suppression of piracy in the West Indies. As the nature and charac- 
ter of those reports must be well known to the Senate, by whose order they were published at its last 
session, it is not my intention in this letter to enter into a formal justification of them. Nor does it 
become me to question the regularity or propriety of the course pursued by Commodore Porter, in thus 
transferring to the Senate an inquiry which has already been investigated by a court, and upon which he 
has provoked a controversy before the public. But, as he avowedly seeks from the Senate a vote of 
approbation on his conduct, and of censure upon mine, and the Senate has been pleased to act upon his 
applicaticn, I humbly conceive it to be my undoubted right to be heard in answer, and to show that neither 
the one nor the other would be merited. 

To enable the Senate to judge of the merits of the controversy between us, I take the liberty of 
enclosing a copy of the printed publication to which Commodore Porter has alluded, and which I respect- 
fully request may be referred, together with this letter, to the same committee to which was referred 
Commodore Porter’s letter, and be printed. 

Although that publication was made before the report of the court of inquiry was published, I have 
yet seen nothing in that report which materially conflicts either with the statements made in my original 
letters to the Executive, or in the printed paper enclosed, and such, doubtless, is the opinion of Commo- 
dore Porter, or he would have rested satisfied with the justification it would otherwise have afforded him, 
and thus relieved the Senate from an inquiry as unprofitable as, in my opinion, it is alien from its legiti- 
mate duties. 

I am free, however, to confess that, as far as opinions, in the absence of evidence, can prevail, the 
sentence of that court will be found to be favorable to Commodore Porter; and had that officer rested 
satisfied with such an acquittal, I should not have undertaken to question its sufficiency. Knowing that 
my character vas not at issue upon the guilt or innocence of Commodore Porter, and seeing that the 
court, so far from questioning the statements made by me, expressly rely upon them, and bear testimony 
to my fairness, 1 should, but for the injurious conduct of the accused towards me, have left him to enjoy 
the delusions of an imaginary triumph over me. But I have too much self-respect and regard for my 
reputation to suffer Commodore Porter to derive from my silence, before the Senate, any countenance to 
his unwarrantable imputations, and to sustain his character at the expense of mine. 

I have to request, then, that the Senate will be pleased to examine as well my original reports as 
the publication enclosed, and compare them with the evidence adduced before the court of inquiry, and 
it will be scen that not one material allegation made by me is contradicted by the evidence. It will be 
seen that the court itself complains “that the absence of many of the officers engaged in the squadron, 
the want of official statements of their several operations, and the withdrawing of Commodore Porter 
from any participation in the investigation, have rendered it impracticable to detail, with as much particu- 
larity as could be wished, the daily movements of the various vessels.’? And it will also be seen that, 
while the most abundant testimony, and the most voluminous documents exist, in relation to a period 
anterior to that embraced in my reports, and while the court dilates with the utmost minuteness of detail, 
and with the most imposing emphasis, upon the operations of the squadron during that period, there is 
almost a total absence of primary evidence and documents, and of detail by the court, in relation to the 
only period wherein the conduct of the commander of the squadron was questioned. I care not, then, 
that, in the absence of evidence, the court has pronounced an opinion different from mine, and favorable 
to the accused. The Senate has all the information possessed by the court, and can judge between us. 
They will find it abundantly proved, as asserted by me, that but two of the smallest and most inefficient 
vessels were left by Commodore Porter, in the month of June, near the coasts of Cuba, to protect our 
commerce against the pirates during the disastrous period of the summer and autumn of 1824, while all 
the rest of the squadron in those seas were actively engaged in the transportation of specie; and they 
will then be enabled to estimate the correctness of that most extraordinary opinion, sanctioned by the 
court, that, ‘in the then state of things, that foree was as competent to effect the object as a larger one 
would have been.” 

But 1 am not limited to this view of the case. I am authorized, on the most certain information, to 
assert that Commodore Porter bimself exhibited to the court his letter-book, which, in the opinion of 
members of the court, furnished abundant evidence of the truth of all the charges which had been made 
against him, and proved that his leading object, in the employment of the squadron, was to promote his 
private interests; and that the court, although satisfied of this, declined to make use of the evidence 
thus furnished by the accused, on the ground that the letter-book having been placed in its possession 
for a special and different object, it was not authorized to make use of it for another purpose. 

I trust the Senate will find a sufficient justification for this exposition in the facts of the case and in 
the treatment I have received from Commodore Porter. For reports made by me to the Executive of the 
United States, in obedience to my instructions, written in the spirit of candor and truth, and published 
by the order of the Senate, without any agency of mine, I have been subjected to the most unmerited 
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imputations. First, Iam challenged by Commodore Porter to appear before a naval court and substan- 
tiate my statements. When I appear before that court, as a witness, he stands aloof in moody silence, 
and does not question a statement made by me, and it was only after I had withdrawn from the court, at 
its own suggestion, that, as I now find by the minutes of the court, an insidious attempt is made to ques- 
tion the truth of a most immaterial fact contained in my reports. Before a court, engaged on a different 
inquiry, and with which I had nothing to do, injurious remarks are, in my absence, applied to me, entirely 
irrelevant to the matter before the court. And, before the publication of the opinion of the court of 
inquiry, those injurious remarks are published by Commodore Porter, and Jam challenged to appear 
before the tribunal of public opinion. I do appear, and publish my defence, in the paper enclosed, but 
my Proteus adversary there again cludes me, declines to answer me before the public, to whose bar he 
had appealed from the laws of his country, and says that he will rest his justification on the opinion of 
the court of inquiry. That opinion has now been published, and yet this restless and indefatigable adver- 
sary swerves from his resolve, and compels me now to mect him in the Senate of the United States, where 
he invites a renewal of the controversy. I shall not decline the invitation. Satisfied of the propriety of 
my conduct, and of the truth of every allegation made by me, I shall not fail to defend the one and 
reiterate the other in whatever presence they may be questioned. 

Before concluding, I have to remark upon a part of Commodore Porter’s letter to the Senate, which 
requires a special notice. The part to which I allude is the following: ‘The documents communicated 
to the State Department, together with the remarks which they gave rise to, have been spread before the 
public, and, on many minds, have left an impression highly injurious to the character of the navy in 
general; and this impression is strengthened by the repetition of the charges in the public prints, by Mr. 
Randall, since the proceedings in the case were had,” &. Now, so far from this being the fact, it will 
be seen by reference to the enclosed paper, (the one in question,) that one of the avowed objects of that 
publication was to remove any such impression; that I charge Commodore Porter with artifice and unfair- 
ness in making use of that suggestion, and expressly disclaim the intention of reflecting on any other 
officer than the commander of the squadron; and yet Commodore Porter refers to that very paper as con- 
taining an imputation, which imputation the paper expressly ridicules and denies. The Senate will see, 
in the reiteration of this charge against me, the continued operation of that motive in the mind of Com- 
modore Porter to which I ascribed it, and be able to judge whether a suggestion so palpably groundless 
ought to be ascribed simply to misapprehension. But I again repel the charge. I never have been 
unfriendly to the navy, and much less to the officers to be affected by such a charge. I have the honor 
to number most, if not all, the officers composing the commanders of the vessels of that squadron amongst 
my acquaintances and friends. I have met and associated with many of them since the publications in 
question, and have perceived no abatement of their regard and confidence, either in their words or actions. 
On the contrary, I have been expressly assured by them that they did not consider my reports as reflect- 
ing on them; and I have too much confidence in the honor and sincerity of the officers of the navy to 
believe for a moment (although a signal example may be found of such depravity) that they could be 
capable of professing friendship while their hearts harbored hatred and suspicion. 

Renewing, most respectfully, my request that this letter, and the enclosed paper, may reccive the 
same reference and disposition which were accorded to the letter of Commodore Porter, which gave rise 
to them, I beg leave to assure you, sir, and the honorable body over which you preside, of my most 
respectful consideration. 


THOMAS RANDALT. 





[ist Sesston, 
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ON THE EXPENSE AND MODE OF EMPLOYING A SLOOP-OF-WAR IN EXPLORING THE 
NORTHWEST COAST OF AMERICA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 4, 1826, 


Navy Department, December 30, 1825, 

Sir: The Secretary of the Navy has had the honor to receive the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 16th inst., inquiring, “ whether the sloop-of-war Boston, about to be commissioned, or 
some other of the sloops-of-war now in commission, might not be employed in exploring the northwest 
coast of America, its rivers and inlets, between the parallels of latitude 42 aud 49 north, without detri- 
ment to the naval service of the United States; and, whether the expense incurred in such service would 
exceed the ordinary expenses of such vessels while cruising; and, also, whether it would be practicable 
to transport more cannon, and more of the munitions of war, in such vessel, than would be necessary for 
the use of the vessel.” 

This resolution contains three subjects of inquiry: Ist. Whether the Boston, or any of the sloops-of- 

yar now in commission, may be employed in exploring the northwest coast of America, between the 
latitudes mentioned, without detriment to the naval service. 

2d. Whether the expense attending such employment would exceed the ordinary expenses of the 
vessel while cruising. 

3d. Whether it could transport more cannon, and munitions of war, than would be necessary for its 
own use. 

Upon the first point, reference ‘s respectfully made to the report, dated the 2d inst., accompanying 
the message of the President at the commencement of the session, which states the views entertained by 
this Department of the proper disposition of the naval force for the ensuing year. The squadrons in the 
West Indies, Mediterranean and Pacific cannot well be diminished, consistently with a sufficient protec- 
tion of our commerce and salutary regard for the public interest. A less force than is now employed, on 
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any of our stations, would not be able to accomplish the purposes for which it is maintained. It has, 
indeed, been proposed to augment the force in the Pacific, by the Boston, or some other sloop-of-war; 
and the opinion is respectfully expressed, that it would be least detrimental to the public service to leave 
the arrangement of the vessel undisturbed, and authorize another sloop-of-war to be prepared for that 
service. 

Should this opinion be deemed correct, and Congress determine to send a vessel to the mouth of 
Columbia river, another of the ten sloops-of-war may be launched, and ready for sea, before the end of the 
session. In that case, an addition to the estimates will be required, sufficient to fit it for sea and sup- 
port it for the year; say the sum of thirty-seven thousand nine hundred and thirty-five dollars and seventy- 
Jive cents. ; _ 

If Congress differ from the opinion expressed, and resolve that the force now actually on the several 
stations need not be increased, cither the Boston or the Cyane may be engaged on the proposed survey, 
after they have executed special service on which they have been already ordered. In that case, the 
Boston may be ready to sail by the first of April, and the Cyane by the first of June, and no addition to 
the appropriations will be required. 

Upon the second point: it is stated that the expenses of a vessel, so employed, may, in some degree, 
exceed its ordinary expenses while on our usual cruising grounds. It cannot carry provisions and stores 
for the whole year, and the cost of procuring what is wanted may be greater there than elsewhere. The 
difference, however, cannot be such as to require an alteration of the estimates, if any of the vessels 
now in commission be employed. This statement concerns only the ordinary support of the vessel, and 
does not embrace the purchase of instruments and apparatus, nor the pay and support of scientific men 
who may be engaged to aid in the survey; the extent of that expense is not understood to be included in 
the inquiry. It would, probably, require an addition of from eight to ten thousand dollars, to the amount 
stated in the estimates. 

On the third point: the Boston would be able to carry, in her hold, eight or ten guns, with the 
necessary ammunition, in addition to her stores and armament. 

Although not called for by the resolution, the consideration is respectfully suggested, that the Boston 
will draw from sixteen to seventeen feet of water, and that rivers and inlets, worthy of examination, may 
be found within the latitudes mentioned, which would not admit a vessel of such a draft; and that 
should this prove to be the case, an examination of them can be made only by the boats, the vessel, 
during the time, lying in the open sea. Such an operation would prove dilatory, expensive, and, in some 
instances, perhaps, dangerous; while the work itself would not be executed in a satisfactory manner. 
These evils may be, ina great degree, avoided, by adding to the sloop-of-war a schooner of lighter 
draft of water, The annual expense of such a schooner, exclusively of the commissioned and warrant 
officers, is about sixteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, 
The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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NAVAL REGISTER FOR 1826. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 9, 1826. 


Navy Department, January 5, 1826. 


Sir: 1 have the honor to transmit to you, for the use of the members of the Senate, fifty copies of 
the Naval Register for the year 1826, prepared in obedience to a resolution of Congress, passed on the 
13th day of December, 1815, and am, sir, 

Very respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Ifon. Jonn C. Catnovn, President of the Senate of the United States. 
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Naval register for 1826. 
CAPTAINS. 
Names. Date of commission. | Birth place. | Duty. 

John Rodgers ..++seeeeceecceeece soeces March 5, 1799.--+++ Maryland ...seeeeeeers Commanding Med. squadron. 

James Barron ..--scccccessccccccecsoses| May OO NI00. cn2 5% Virginia ..... seceeeeses, Navy yard, Gosport. 

Wm. Bainbridge.....--++- ps beeheer Sone] LAY 20, 1800..+++- | New Jersey ..++ 0. ..ee+ President, Navy Board. 

Thomas Tingey..seeeeeeceeeees eecccccee| November 23, 1804...--- | England .....+- teen eee Navy yard, Washington. 

Charles Stewart ...+++ seers ‘enue esses eee} April 22, 1806.....- | Pennsylvania..-++...+..., Waiting orders. 

TERE TEE 5 805055 o09> 2% +2000 PSePereye > April 23, 1806...+++, Connceticut .-.+++++++++, Commanding Pacifie squadron. 

Tsaac Chauncey --+++ eeknes Same eeeee es April 24, 1806....++ Connecticut ..->eee vee! Navy yard, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

David Porter. ..+eeeeeeee Sisshanesbaenmos] GAY DAGI2 2520 Massachusetts.... ---..| Washington. 

Jacob Jones..socecccecsccccsescsecceres, March 3, 1813.+++++| Delaware ..+se++eeeeees Navy Board. 

Charles Morris ...++++eee0> Seeneeheeeoeel MATCH 5 AGIS <6 55 | Connecticut .....+. wseee) Special service. 

Arthur Sinclair. ...- oe ccc cece cccecccces July 24, 1813....--| Virginia ..... soveseseos] Chinmanniaditear Mevbile wuiltten. 
° Lewis Warrington ..++.seeeeereeceeeees November 22. 1814.....- | Virginia ...... sseeeeese) Commanding W. I. squadron. 

Wm. M. Crane. .ccccccccccccccccceeeees| November 24, 1814.-..-- New Jersey s.+++e+es+++ Navy yard, Charlestown. 


4, 1815.-++++) New York.++e+++e++e+++) Whitehall, Lake Champlain. 


James T. Leonard 2... eeeecesecceesveces February 4 
28, 1815...--- Pennsylvania....+++.-++| Navy yard, Philadelphia. 


James Biddle ..ccsccccccccccccveccccees| February 
Chas. G. Ridgely. .--- eececccecseecceses| February 28, 1815....+-) Maryland ...+++..see+++) Navy yard, Portsmouth, N. H. 


Robert Trail Spence .....++-eeeeeeeeeeee| February 28, 1815..+-++; New Ifampshire ...... .-| Commanding Baltimore station. 
Daniel T. Patterson. .....sseeeeeeeeeeeee, February 28, 1815...++. New York..-..+++se+e..) Frigate Constitution. 
Melancthon T. Woolsey ..... coceveceeeses| April 27, 1816......| New York.....-++.+e0..| Frigate Constellation. 
John O. Creighton ...-+- Sibeediee ee eebe bee's] AA pIaL 27, 1816......; West Indics.+++s+eeeeee Leave of absence. 
John Downes...++ se. pee ak ssseueeseeeess | BEBON 5, SITs. eeee) Massachusetts....++.++.) Leave of absence. 
John D. Henley oeeecceecceecceevece veces March 5, 1817... <0 Virginia ...ccescccesees Leave of absence. 
Jesse D. Elliott ...ccccccccesccccccecece| March 27, 1818......| Maryland ............., Ship Cyane. 
Robert Henley .....-- pekereesseebe sees] Mant 3, 1825......) Virginia .....++.ee0.-..) Waiting orders. 
Stephen Cassin ..+++.sseeeeeeeeeereeeees) March 3, 1825......| Pennsylvania .......... Washington, D. C. 
James Renshaw .--+eeeeeeseeeeeceeeeees| March 3, 1825......,| Pennsylvania.........+. Waiting orders. 
Thomas Brown ..+++++ eee st eceeceeeeees, March 3, 1825......| Delaware .......++...+ Waiting orders. 
Chas. C. B. Thompson «--++++e+eeeeeeee*) March 3, 1825......| Virginia ............+++| Waiting orders. 
AS Re WOTt 6s 0boss408 sanee%ceese0) March 3, 1825......) Maine ..-e++see-eeeeeee, Inspector ordnance and ammunition. 
Geo. W. Rodgers....sesseseseceeeseoees! March 3, 1825......| Maryland..... seseeeees Waiting orders. 
George C. Reed ...-+- see eee ens eveeeeeee! March 3, 1825...... Pennsylvania........... Mediterranean. 
Henry E. Ballard......--+40. eccccccoees| March 3, 1825......, Maryland ........+.... Waiting orders. 
Captains—32. 


MASTERS COMMANDANT. 
David Deacon «++ eeeeeseeeeeeceeeseeees December 10, 1814......| New Jersey .....+.+.... Sloop Erie, Mediterranean. 


Louis Alexis ...--- Se eee cccesee.e: Devember 10, 1814......| France ..cccececee seeee Furlough. 

Sidney Smith ..... peeepheseae seoceeeeee February 28, 1815....-. New York ........+e.00- Leave of absence, 

Samuel Woodhouse ...-+-.+ee0 ecceccees April 27, 1816.....- Pennsylvania .........- Sloop Hornet, W. I. 

William: Carter. .o000000s000s0% oeseecess| April 27, 1816....-+| North Carolina .........| Not on duty. 

Joseph J. Nicholson .+++..-eeeeeeeeeeeees March 5, 1817...++-| Maryland ........ ..ee- Corvette John Adams. 
Wolcott Chauncey ..--seeeesees coseeeceoe| March 5, 1817...+++, Connecticut ..........-. Furlough. 

Edmund P. Kennedy..... SiGe bbweesus neh 5, 1817...00+| Maryland ...00..csc00 Receiving ship, Norfolk. 
Alexander James Dallas....+e++eeeeee.ee. Mareh 5, 1817...+.+ Pennsylvania.........-. Navy yard, Philadelphia. 
John B. Nicholson .. +--+ see eee eesceeeeee March 5, 1817..0000) Virginia ....0ccccsces ++, Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean. 
Beekman V. Hoffman .......s.e.ceeeeees! March 6, 181Y.ss200) New Mork .«.s% seeeeeee Receiving ship Fulton, N. Y. 
Jesse Wilkinson ..++sseeeseeceeecceeeees, April 18, 1818.....-/ Virginia .....cccecceoes Rendezvous, Norfolk. 

George Budd. ....0ecseccceecces eoeeeeee March 28, 1820......| Maryland ....+..... +» Erie, Pennsylvania. 

T. Ap Catesby Jones ..-seseeeseceveeees March 28, 1820...... Virginia .......++2+-++ Sloop Peacock, Pacific. 

John Porter......++-.- oe ec cece ccceneee March 28, 1820...... Maryland ............. Leave of absence. 

William B. Finch ..... ecvceecceccoecees| March 28, 1820...... South Carolina .......... New York rendezvous. 
William B. Shubrick <.06600020080000200.| March 28, 1820.....-; South Carolina .......0. Navy yard, New York. 
Benjamin W. Booth .....--es+eee.ee0e22+, March 28, 1820....+. Virginia .....+..+2+.++. Navy yard, Washington. 
Alexander Claxton ...eeccesccceccceeess| March 28, 1820...... Pennsylvania ......... - Rendezvous, Baltimore. 
Charles W. Morgan........ os0 so a00eies --| April 15, 1820......| Virginia..... ine eene ior North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Lawrence Kearny 2... .s0.cccccces socce March 3, 1825......) New Jersey..oessscceee Navy yard, Charleston. 
Foxhall A. Parker.......... posbeeae ena March 3, 1825......| Virginia ......00006 «+++ Leave of absence. 

Bian ES DIOR 6s diets asueecsecveceeee| March 3, 1825......!| South Carolina ....0 ese Receiving ship, Philadelphia. 
Daniel Turner..... eveeecccene ‘easeeeese] SERED 3, 1825..000+| Rhode Island .....«... Rendezvous, Boston. 

David Conhor, 2. - 0200000000406 Sasvvewee | MBTOR 3, 1825...... Pennsylvania........+.. Rendezvous, Philadelphia. 
John Gallagher. ....seeecesesececccceeee, March 3, 1825...... Pennsylvania..,........ Navy yard, Norfolk. 

Thomas Holdup Stevens.......++..e2..+. March 3, 1825....-. South Carolina......... Leave of absence. 


Masters Commandant—27. 


LIEUTENANTS. 
Francis J. Mitchell...++.+++++++e+e0+++-| February 18, 1809...--+) Virginia........eeeee++! Not on duty. 
Raymond ii. PRTG «06.00 0006 2500.00.00 6650 March 5, iGiSsssuess Rhode Island...... 


Henry D. Newcomb. ..-eeeseseceveeeeeee July 24, 1813......| New Hampshire ........ | Commanding schooner Porpoise. 


James P. Oellers .....esceccceccecccoees| July 24, 1813....../ Pennsylvania ........+./ Receiving ship, Norfolk. 


eeee- Leave of absence. 


William M. Hunter........... cosccecces! July 24, 1813......| Pennsylvania ..........| Leave of absence. 


John D. Sloat .......000 scsccccevccecee July 06, 0008..-060) Wile Wel sivsssscsess| Deewana: 


M. C. Perry .eserseseeeseeeeeeeeeereree| July 24, 1813...+.., Rhode Island...........| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


Nore —Officers on leave of absence have generally returned from long cruises, and are subject to immediate orders. Several ofihem are sick. 








; NAVAL REGISTER. 445 





Naval register for 1826—Lievrenants—Continued. 
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Names. Date of commission. Birth place. Duty. 
Charles W. Skinner..-+eseeesseoee eevee) July 24, 1813......| Maine sescesesccesceee| Leave of absence. 
Samuel W. Adaims...-seeeeeseeeseeeceee| July 24, 1813.....-| New Hampshire ........, Sackett's Harbor. 
Frederick W. Smith .--.s+eeseseesseseeee) July 24, 1813...+..| New Jersey .....2++.+++| Leave of absence. 
Otho Norris +. seesccccccecccceveceeeee| July 24, 1813......| Maryland seven sereeeee| Commanding schooner Shark. 
John T. Newton .eeeeeeececeveeeccsecoe-| July 24, 1813......|] Virginia .....cceceseces| Commanding brig Spark. 
Joseph Smith seseceeecececeeeeceeveeees| July 2A POLSics piece Massachusetts....++++++| Furlough. 
Lawrence Rousseau. .-++-.-- tcc eececees! JULY 24, VS1S 0</e:¢is'e| LOUIRIAND) (oie.s06-0600:3:0: “| New Orleans. 
Geo. W. Storer. see seccccseccecceceevee| July 24, 1813......| New Hampshire .... ner Navy yard, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Joseph Cassin seeeceeeceeeesereeeecceees) July 24, 1813......| Pennsylvania.......6. . Commanding schooner Grampus. 
Robert M. Rosesceesccccccecceesecccces| July 24, 1813......) Virginia........++++.++) Navy yard, Norfolk. 
Beverley Kennon..+-eeeseseeeeeeeeseoee| July 24, 1813......| Virginia ............++++| Frigate United States. 
Edward R. Shubrick..++++++ss++seeesee+) October 9, 1813...-.-| South Carolina.......++| Leave of absence. 
Chas. A. Budd ..-cecccsssccvccvcoeeccoe| JUNE 18, 1814....-.| Pennsylvania....+++....) Receiving ship, Norfolk. 
Francis H. Gregory..-ecccsecceeeeceevees| June 28, 1814......} Connecticut ecdeenienwel Brandywine frigate. 
John H. Clack .sececseseceeseceeeeeecee! December 9, 1814......| Virginia ........++++..+! Leave of absence. 
Philip F. Voorhees...+..+eeeeeeeeeeeeees| December 9, 1814.....-| New Jersey .eeeseeeeee . North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Benjamin Cooper s+. eeeeseesesseceeecs -+| December 9, 1814......| New Jersey .... sseeee+) Leave of absence. 
Win. L. Gordon .o+eeeeeceeeeeseeceeeeee! December 9, 1814....-- Virginia... seer eeee cece, Navy yard, New York. 
Silas Duncan...secesececceeeeees sevens December 9, 1814......| New Jersey ....... «++. Waiting orders. 
James Ramage. coeeseeessessceeeeeeeees! December 9, 1814 .....| Pennsylvania ......++..| Leave of absence. 
David Geisinger s.+.seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees| December 9, 1814......) Maryland .......++...++/ Receiving ship, Philadelphia. 
Robert F. Stockton ...+eeeeesseeeeeeeeee! December 9, 1814...-..| New POE Secs ccneseuel Leave of absence. 
Thos. S. Cunningham ...++++s+seeee+eee+! December 9, 1814......| England sec seecsees ees] Barrataria. 
Tsaac McKeever.-eeeeeeccsesseeeeeeeees| December 9, 1814......| Pennsylvania .......- | Leave of absence. 
John P. Zantzinger ...+eeeseeeeeeeeeeees| December 9, 1814......| Pennsylvania .......---| Leave of absence. 
Charles E. Crowley .-++++eeeeseeeeeeeees| December 9, 1814......| South Carolina ........ | Schooner Shark. 
Wm. D. Salter ...seseceeceeeeceeceeeees| December 9, 1814......| New York .....seee++ | Leave of absence. 
Charles S. M’Cauley ..+++++++-eeeeeeee++| December 9, 1814..... | Pennsylvania ......+--- | Receiving ship, Charlestown. 
John H. Bell... ssseeeeeseceeeeeseeeeees| December 9, 1814......| North Carolina .......--| Sloop Erie, Mediterranean. 
Thomas M, Newell ..++eeeeeeeeeeeeeees) December 9, 1814......| Georgia.......+++e+.++| Furlough. 
Elie A. F. Valletta ....eeeeeeeee eee sees! December 9, 1814......| Virginia ...ccseveee eee! Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean. 
Wan. A. Spencer.-seeseeseseeseceeereees| December 9, 1814..+...| New York.......+++++.. Ship Cyane. 
Thomas T. Webb ...s+eeseeeseeeeeeeeee+| December 9, 1814......| Virginia............-.. Receiving ship, Norfolk. 
John Percival ...++eseeeeseeceeeeeeeeees! December 9, 1814......| Massachusetts......-+.. Schooner Dolphin, Pacifie ocean. 
John H. Aulick ++++esseeseeceeecesseeee| December 9, 1814......] Virginia.....+see++++. | Furlough. 
Wim. V. Taylor. .seeecseseeesceeeoeseees| December 9, 1814....-.| Rhode Island........+++| Sloop Ontario. 
Mirvin P. Mix .-ccocssecceeeeeeeseeeees| December 9, 1814......] Connecticut .........+++, Leave of absence. 
Bladen Dulany .+eeeseceeseeceeeceeeseee| December 9, 1814...... Witeiniarcsaccccncescose!| Frigate Brandywine. 
James McGowan ..ceecsceeeeecceeeereees| December 9, 1814...60- Virginia .......seeeeeee! West India squadron. 
Silas H. Stringham ......-++eeeeeeeeeeees} December 9, 1814......| New York ..seeeeee sees, Receiving ship, New York. 
Wm. A.C. Farragut..eeeeseeeeeeeeeeees) December 9, 1814......| Louisiana ......-.ee66-) Leave of absence. 
Geo. G. M’Culloh .....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeees December 9, 1814......) Pennsylvania ..........| Mediterranean. 


Stephen Champlin .....seeceee veoeceeees 
Isaac Mayo .. 
Wm. K. Latimer ..-ee eee seen eee 


December 
February 
February 


> 
ere 
. ee 


Rhode Island 
Maryland... 
Maryland .. 


eee ress ese 


| 


Leave of absence. 


-| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


| Frigate Constellation. 


| 


Wm. Mervine .-+.eeeecceeeeeeeeeeeeeees February 1815....+-| Pennsylvania ..........; Leave of absence. 
Thomas Crabb.+.seeseseceeseecsseeseeee February 4, 1815.....-| Maryland ..........+++| Navy yard, Washington. 


Edward G. Babbit....ceeesccecseeccecee 
Thomas Paine, jr... cceecece cscs cocceel 

| 
Seaver! 


James Armstrong ..eeeseeessseees 


eee eearereereesseseee 


| May 


December 
April 


9 1815... 066. 
» 1815.. 
7, 1816... eee. 
1816....6. 


eoee 


Massachusetts. . 


Rhode Island 


Kentucky ... 


} 
eoeecoee, 


Leave of absence. 

Furlough. 

Frigate United States, P. 0. 
Frigate United States, P. 0. 





Maryland .... 
Virginia 
New York 
New Jersey ese +e — 


| April 
April 
April 
April 


Joseph Smoot ..... 


Robert B. Randet~h ois..scrcscscssavees| | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean, 


1816....6 
> 1816...... 


5 ee 


Leave of absence. 
Sloop Erie, Mediterranean. 


PPE GLO ic Por PESU s:c-6.64 c1o.s 6 0 4ue 6 oereieleiele e's 


nw tb 
1 -1 


SOND EVANS «664 sc000 000 


eoeeereeesceeeee 


Benjamin Page, jr..-.seeceseseeseceeces| April 27, 1816......| England ........s+++-.| Leave of absence. 

John T. Ritchie... seseceeescceesceeees, April 27, 1816...---/ Maryland ..........++.| Leave of absence. 

John A. Wish....0cececccesccscccceces| April 27, 1816....../ South Carolina .........| Leave of absence. 7 
John Gwinn...escccccscccvecccccccecces| April 27, 1816......| Maryland ......00. vee! Navy yard, Charlestown. 

Thomas W. Wymann ....eeeeeeeeeeseees) April 27, 1816......| Massachusetts.......«..| Frigate Constitution, Med. 

Pee Ei, Messin scciccccrsccccvcccees| Appelt 27, 1816......| New York ..-e+.ee0 «-| Furlough. 

Andrew Pitghugh'..0.2.4<0s cvessseesecsss| April 27, 1816......| Virginia .........+.....| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


Leave of absence. 

Furlough. 

Receiving ship, New York. 
Leave of absence. 
Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
Leave of absence. 

Frigate United States, P. 0. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
United States ship Cyane. 
Furlough. 

Furlough. 

Leave of absence. 


20, ASIC. siaeee | INGWIV OER occ nieve 0:6 siciec 
27, 1816...... 
27, 1816... 006. 
27, 1816... 006 
27, 1816....44. 
27, 1816... so 
27, 1816... 
27, 1816....46! 
5, 1817..+06.| | 
65 TAT cic) MMOD ssccsesessccs 
5, 1817...+0+| Maryland ....eeeeeeeee| 
5, 1817....+.| Maryland ....+esee cece! 


seecccccvccecces| April 
»| April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
March 
March 
March 
March 


John K. Carter......ee 
Joseph Cross ...0sseeees 
Ais Bs TENT C Kareicieiee aise sieiesoie'e%e 
Sete. B. TAGs os ce sccccccccaee oss! 
John White .. 
WV MCG DENS Gis isie sees Savers cioeis ceieiwnle 


Maryland  cnaaeaanatedl 
New York ..+.eeeeeeeee! 
Virginia ...ccccccccccee| 
Massachusetts. .+-+++eee 
Maryland ....ccccecees!| 
Wie TN isn ckccsiicess! 
pe ae 


ee ee ee 





PN Pi sis ois esse essccsvcess 
Jon D-Walliamgon «+ 0<c000 vise seceeees 
Di PS RY i vena seed eras asscwcenssns Pennsylvania .......... 
PINOOH Hs vO UA aials ares cee eielae celal 
Charles Boarman ....-.eecccee cece cceees 


PONG HOUTESbs1sieiseGeeis csc ecleleeew aces 
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Naval register for 1826—Lirvrenxants—Continued. 
Names. | Date of commission. | Birth place. | Duty. 
| 
Edgar Freeman. ..+eseeeeseeees o<seceeee| March 5, 1817...... New Jersey «ee+...e06-.| Leave of absence. 
Wm. E. McKenney ..+-+--eeeeeeeeeeeeee) March 5, 1817..-.+. New York........++.se+.; Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean. 
Wm. J. Belt ...2cccccccccccccccceccesee| March 5, 1817....-.| Maryland ........+. ae Sloop Hornet, 
Charles H. Caldwell ......seccccecceeees| March 5, IS17.-++++; Massachusetts.....+++-| Frigate Constellation. 
Wim. Jamessgon « .. 00 cccccccccccces vesee | March 5, 1S1Fse05-6 Virginia ..... eee eres, Brig Spark. 
a> SSORTRIM S66 nee ohh ven seen e cnnwwel March 5, 1817... NeW AOrKss05c00esoasn Leave of absence. 
Chas. i). Williamson ..00< .0<sccc0% eer March 5, 1817...- New Jersey .-+eeee. tees Schooner Grampus. 
Charles Gauntt..... pene bossa eee: eeeee| March 5, 1817...-.-| New Jersey oececseceee a Philadelphia navy yard. 
Wm. W. Ramsey ..... 020. ccce0seseee000| March 5, WB1Y. 20% Virginia .....++.+e+++..) Sloop Peacock, Pacifie ocean. 
Ralph Voorhies......- 6 eerebwea seen! anereh ee LS) & epee New Jersey ...- pndinnnie] Frigate Brandywine. 
Alexander Eskridge.......+.+0+ ‘Seabees March 5, 1817...+++, Virginia Pett eee cree ee, Sloop Hornet. 
Ebenezer Ridgeway. .--eseeeeeseceeeoees| March 5, 1817...+-+, Massachusetts......+....| Leave of absence. 
Thomas A. Conover....+.seeeeeeseeeeees| March 5, 1S17.+++++) New Jersey ..e+sseeeee.| Leave of absence. 
Arch’d S. Campbell ....+..22.200s¢c02000| March 5, 1817..++-+| Virginia..... oe svanwnval West India squadron. 
Wm. Taylor...e.eeeeees pose eeeeeeee| March 5, 1817....--| Virginia ...... bance ‘| North Carolina 74, Mediterrancan. 
John C. Long «-eeeececcec cove cccecccces | March 5, 1817.22.03! New Hampshire ...+ +e} Sloop Peacock, Pacifie ocean. 
Nii MER SDAMBIN casc% nde os bbsossaeoulee | March SPABUT Seccee METIMDNE axavaguwaces ‘el Rendezvous, New York. 
Henry Henry. ..++eeceeceeccesececeeeees| March 5, 1817.....-| Maryland ....... iis +s] Leave of absence. 
Samuel W. Downing...+..-e+eeeeeeeeeeee) March 5, ISI7--.+-: | New Jersey .osesesees | Frigate Constitution. 
William Pottenger....csccccesccss-coees | March 5, 1817.-+- Maryland ..... seeeeeee| Decoy. 
Henry W. Ogden ichearxinnahbemieial March 5, 1817..06.- New Jersey ...- saenicnsil Schooner Porpoise. 
John Hl. Lee....-... Soeieebewebe Seeneees) meanen 5, 1517-++6+- Virginia ..........ee+..| Rendezvous, Norfolk. 
James M. McIntosh .......e00- a vennl April 1818...-+-) Georgia....seeeeeeeeeee| Leave of absence. 


Josiah Tatnall....... 010000 sone ceceieees 
Wm. T. Temple ...-cscecccccccccccecces 
George M’Cauley ...seeseeceeeeceecesees 


Hugh N. Page .seeeseeeeeeeeeee 
John A. Cook .0ccccccccces 
MV allinins NOMA. 644s ses scene eeneees nus 
Joel Abbott...-.-.- ccnpise ee eeke 
ByeWis 82, LMORGSs 04:0 oe 5054000000550 
SOHN IM. GALE ics s.cnsnov0 esse nent 00000 


Harrison Ti. Cocke ic<00000s0005020 08 


Wm. J. M’Cluney ...-.-..- ennes ooees 
Ephraim D. Whitlock. ......+.++- Saeeees 
James Goodrum oeeeeececcesecescces oose 


John B. Montgomery....ssseeeeeeseoeee 
Horace B. Sawyer .-.eeceeeesoes 
C. B. Stribling .. 
James E. Legare ..-ee cece eves cece cccees 
Joshua R. Sands... 
Allen Griffen..... 
John J. Young ..-+sececccsccsccccccces 
Charles H. Bell ....++++ 
Abram Bigelow. .-.seceeceeeccsecsceeces 
Zach. W. Nixon 
Henry C. Newton. .eeeeeeeeeeere 


eee ee ee 


eeee eres errr see 


Frank Ellery....+eeseeeeeees ° ines 
Frederick Varnum ......2.ccceccsevccess 
Joseph R. Jarvis ....- PS oe 


Thomas W. Freelon. .....-2+eeee 


Pardon M. Whipple. ...+sesseseeceeeeees 
James Williams ..-...-- psbeisesweseewne 
Samuel W. Le Compte....-... -aeseeneoes 


Charles T. Platt. 
Wm. M. Armstrong....+--eee+- 
Wm. F. Shields ... 
Garret J. Pendergrast..+.. +++ 
Wm. C. Nicholson eceesseee- 


eeeeeeeseeee 


.| April 
| April 


April 


| April 
.| April 


April 


+) April 


April 
April 
April 
April 


| April 
| April 
-| April 
-| April 


A pril 
April 


| April 


April 
March 
March 


| March 
..| March 
| March 


March 
March 


| March 


March 
March 
March 


“March 


March 
March 
March 


»| March 
.| March 
| April 


James B. Coopers... see eee cceeneune en 
Daniel H. Mackay.....esecceesceeseeeee| January 
E. W. Carpender ..-++eeseeeees ssoesceee| January 
John L. Saunders. .ceecsescccesccseces | January 
Joseph B. Hull, jreeeseseeeceeeecoeeeees) January 
RS acacukdncesxcédncacvans January 
John E. Prentiss ......scesecceeeeceeees| January 
Joseph Moorchead ..+-cceeesseeceeseeees) January 
Samuel B. Phelps ...-eeeeeceeeeceseeees, January 
Wm. T. Rogers ...eeeeeeeceseceecesovee, January 
Thomas Pettigru ......-++++- secceeceeee| January 
Augustus Cutts..+sssseesseeeseeeeeeeees January 
John S. Chauncey ..-.seeeeeceeeeeeseoes| January 
Irvine Shubrick ........s+cesseeoeeeseee| January 


i a | 
aS @. eM Se MS OS we eS we 


v 


My SW a oa” 


et ee oe ee ee 
. 


te ro 
Oo co 
a, 


to 
oe) 
. 


28, 


to 
oA) 


ee) 
. 


rw bt bw to 
oD 


OO 


’ 


13, 
13, 
13, 


2 
yy 


13, 
13, 
13, 
13, 
13, 
13, 


2 
V9 


a 


, 1821 


1818. 
1818. 
1818. 
1818. 


1818.. 


1820. 
1820. 
1820. 


1820.. 


1820. 
1820. 
1820. 
1820. 


1820.. 


8, 1820. 


1820. 


1820.. 


1820. 


1821.. 


1821. 


1821. 
1822. 


, 1825. 


1825.. 


1825. 


1825.. 


1825. 


1825.. 


1825. 
1825. 


1825. 


1825.. 


1825. 
1825. 


eaeee 


eaeee 


eevee 


eoee 


seeee 


eeeee 


eevee 


eeeee 


eeeee 


eeeee 


.| Virginia ....... 


Georgia... oe. Frigate Constitution, Med. 


seceseee| Leave of absence. 


Virginia ....2. 


Pennsylvania ..++.+++- -| Leave of absence. 
Virginia ......seeeeee..| Peacock. 


District of Columbia.....| United States schooner Porpoise. 
New York 


Massachusetts.+eeesee.. 


Leave of absence. 
Furlough. 


Pacific squadron. 

John Adams. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Frigate Constellation. 


Massachusetts...+eeee.. 
Pennsylvania...+eee+... 


Virginia .ocececscccveee 
Pennsylvania ..++.eee.. 
New Jersey ee-eees Suspended. 

Leave of absence. 
New Jersey | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean. 


DONE ws .sseah oo sae Leave of absence. 
South Carolina .... Leave of absence. 
South Carolina .... 
NOW YOLK s0s000%00 wee 
Maryland 
New York 2... 
New York 
Massachusetts... 


eeeee 


eeee 


+ Waiting orders. 
Leave of absence. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean, 


Sloop Hornet. 


serene | Waiting orders. 
Leave of absence. 


Massachusetts..+++++-+.| Not on duty. 


Virginia er er Suspended. 
Rhode Island.....++++..) Cyane. 


Leave of absence. 
Frigate Constellation, West Indies. 


Massachusetts...+ seeees 
Massachusetts - 
New York ...-- 
New York . 
Maryland .....cccccees 


Frigate Brandywine. 
West India squadron. 
Peacock. 


Maryland .......+++...| Mediterranean squadron. 
New York 
Kentucky....esee seve 


seeeeeseeeees Leave of absence. 
Frigate Constitution. 
Goorgia...sseeeeeeeeeee, Mediterranean squadron. 
Leave of absence. 
Frigate United States, P. 
Navy yard, Philadelphia. 


North Carolina 74, Mediterranean, 


Kentucky...... 


0. 


Maryland 


New Jersey eocecceseece 
New York 2.00.00. 
New Tork o:000860% 

Virginia . 2.22 ccceccceee 
Connceticut ..seseeeeeee, 


Sloop Erie, Mediterranean. 
West India squadron. 
Frigate Constellation. 
West India squadron. 
West India squadron. 


DIGIND: anduis5esses anes 
Massachusetts ... 
hi0s.sse 
Connecticut... 
New York .... 


South Carolina ..... 


ecccccccccces! Hornet. 
seceesese Cyane. 
Furlough. 


Erie, Mediterranean. 


WAINC «pase scesaessusss Cyane. 
New York ...+......--- Ontario, Mediterranean. 
South Carolina .......+.+) Brandywine. 














* 
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Fn eee a | 





Names. | Date of commission. Birth place. Duty. 


Charles Ellery.--++eceeeccecccececeveeees January 13, 182! ‘cvsons| MW GME ccs sicece| Ttave of absence. 
9 


) 
Thomas R. Gerry. +ee+sseereseseseeeeeee January 13, 1825....---) Massachusetts.....++... Furlough. 
John Kelly .-ceeee cece cceeceeeceveeeee, January 13, 1825... eee) Pennsylvania.......++++) Furlough. 
Hugh Dulany ..-ssceseeccereeceeceeeees January 13, 1825....---) South Carolina ......... Leave of absence. 
Edmund Byrne...-.... co ccccccccecccvces, January 13, 1825. ....0.| Pennsylvania........++- Leave of absence. 
Wm. HH. Gardner .seeeseseeeeeeeseeesees January 13, 1825...00. Maryland .......+..+++ Leave of absence. 
David G. Farragut....0+seeecceeeeeeeeee January 13, 1825......-) Tennessec..ceccecccece. Brandywine. 
R.S. Pinkney....secscccccecceeceseeeee) January 13, 18 Be csseee| South Carolina ......... Leave of absence. 
Stephen B. Wilson....++.sseseceeeeeeees January 13, 1825. CoN Nee BPTI oOo E cis West India squadron. 
E. C. Rutledge. ...scceecsseeceeceseeees January 3, 1825.++++++) North Carolina .....ee6s Cyane. 


Wm. S. Harris ..+.-ecee cece sees ceceeeee January 13, 1825....-06 Wentu Gla yiers!sisicieisitre rome Leave of absence. 


2 
2 
2 
Edward L. Johnson ..-++s+eeeeeeeeeeeeee January 13, 1825......-| Rhode Island.......--++ Leave of absence. 
2 
2 
2 
9» 


— 


Thomas Dornin. .++eeees cece oeeeeeseoes January 13, 1825....-++,) New York.......eeee++- Leave of absence. 
John P. Tuttle .....sseeeeceeccevceeceee January 13, 1825....---| Connecticut ..........++ Leave of absence. 

R. B. Cunningham .......se+see.eeeeeee January 13, 1825......-) Virginia ...........06.. Leave of absence. 

James G1]ynn.-eeeseseceecceeceeeseeees. January 13, 1525...-++- Virginia.......eeeee++* Leave of absence. 

Joseph MYyCrs ..e+eeeeeesseveceecceeceee January 13, 1825....---| North Carolina ......... Mediterranean squadron. 
5eseeeee) New York.-.e..seeeeee+) West India squadron. 
5.e+e-e+) Maryland streeeeeeeees) Receiving ship, New York. 


W. C. Wetmore . .oceeecereceseceseeees January 13, 182 
2 

Thomas R. Gedney ..+++sseeeeeeeeeeeees January 13, 1825......., South Carolina ......+++) North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
| 
? 


Wm. B. Nicholson.....+.ssseeeeseeeeees) January 13, 18 


John Bubier .+++seeseseeeeeeeceeeeeeres January 13, 1825....... Massachusetts.......+.. Frigate United States, P. 0. 
Victor M. Randolph .....ss+eecessceeeee| January 13, 1825..-..--| Virginia ........00. sees] Leave of absence. 

Joseph Cutts, jreesesseeereeeceeceeeeees. January 13, 1825..+004-) Maine ..s.+seeeeeeeeeee) West India squadron. 

Jacob Crowninshield ...+...eeeeeeeeeeee., January 13, 1825..00-- | Massachusetts ....+.-- | Leave of absence. 

Frederick Engle «+++essessceeeeeeeeeeees January 13, 1825....+--) Pennsylvania.....+..++- Leave of absence. 

Thomas S. Browne.....-.sseseeceeceeeee; January 13, 1825.......| Connecticut .....++..+++) Leave of absence. 

A.J. D. Browne... cseeeceesececeeseees January 13, 1825....-.-; Connecticut ...+..seeeee, Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
Jesse Smith +-eeereeereeeeeeceeeeeeeeees, January 15, 1825.-++++. Massachusetts...+...+..| Furlough. 

John H. Smith .. cs .scecceesseeceseeeee) January 13, 1825...+.+-| New York....+eeeeeeeee) Leave of absence. 

Francis Sanderson ..+++e.s+sssseeeeeeeee, January 13, 1825....++-| Maryland ......+++.+++| Navy yard, New York. 
John Rudd. ....sscccsccecccccccccccceee! January 13, 1825....---| Rhode Island........+++| Leave of absence. 

Robert Riche ...-eesecececeseseveeseeee, January 13, 1825....-.. Pennsylvania .....eeeee Receiving ship, Philadelphia. 
Davidelvenste ward view/csvioissiie sn wcrese eisines | January 13, 1825.....--| Maryland ...++.seess++| Leave of absence. 

Wm. W. McKean........-esseeeeeeeeee) January 13, 1825.......| Pennsylvania ...... 000! Philadelphia Navy yard. 
Jenjamin Tallmadge, jr. .+++-+e+eseeeee-; January 13, 1825.......) Connecticut ......+..++- Constitution. 

Franklin Buchanan .......cecccsccccecs .| January 13, 1825..... ae Maryland.....eseeeseee! Leave of absence. 

Hubbard H. Hobbs ........esseeceeeeeee| January 13, 1825....¢++| Virginia ....... sees -+++ Leave of absence. 





BAYEUC! WIOLGOD’ <icis:ce'ei0e ss 00 ns eelecnecccs| January 13, 1825....--- Maryland ............-) Leave of absence. 
3, 1825. ..... South Carolina ........., Leave of absence. 


Charles Lowndes...+.ssesccecceseceeeees| January 
Louis M. Goldsborough ..--++.+seee+eee+, January 13, 1825....... District of Columbia ....' Leave of absence. 
| | 


George N. Hollins ......-.eeeeseeeseeee-) January 13, 1825.......' Maryland ............., Grampus. 
o - 


— 





Duncan N. Ingraham........++..s+e..++; January 13, 1825......+. South Carolina .........| Charleston, South Carolina. 
John Marston, jr....ssseeseeseceeceeceee, January 13, 1825....-.+ Massachusetts ....e.00- Brandywine. 
Henry Bruce . eee ecee ec ee cee cece ceeees January 13, 1825....... Massachusetts ......... Leave of absence. 
Wm. D. Newman...secesseesseeeeeeceee January 13, 1825....... New York....sseeee-+.. West India squadron. 
Henry A. Adams ...+sseeeeeeeceeeeeeeee January 13, 1825....... Pennsylvania..........., West India squadron. 
Alex’r B. Pinkham........ teeceeeeeeeee, January 13, 1825....... Massachusetts ........./ West India squadron. 
Wm. H. Homer ..+..eeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeee January 13, 1825....... Massachusetts ........., Frigate United States, P. 0. 
James D. Knight ..-seeeeeseeeeeeeseeees, January 13, 1825....... | South Carolina .........) Furlough. 
John Mattison...+seeeeececeveeeeceecees January 13, 1825....... New Jersey ...-........; West India squadron. 
William S. Walker ...eeseee sees eeeeeeee January 13, 1825....... New Hampshire ........, Navy yard, Charlestown. 
Alexander Slidell... .sseeseesseeeceeeeee January 13, 1825....... New York..........++-. Mediterranean squadron. 
James G. Boughan ....-cccsscescceeseoe| January 18, 1825....0..| Virginian ....ccscccceees | Constellation. 
George F. Pearson.....- seeeeeceeeeeeeee January 13, 1825....... New Hampshire ........' Schooner Porpoise. 

Lieutenants—209. | 

SURGEONS. 

Edward Cutbush....sccccccccccccccceces! June 24, 1799......| Pennsylvania...........| Navy hospital, Washington. 
Samuel R. Marshall ...-.+--++++eeeeee++) January 16, 1800.....- Pennsylvania........... Navy hospital, New York. 


Lewis Heermann...-.++esseeeeeeseeesees November 27, 1804......| Germany .....e+eee+e++, Navy hospital, New Orleans. 
Jonathan Cowdery ..+.+s+eeeeeeeeeeeeess) November 27, 1804....--| Massachusetts..........| Norfolk station. 


Robert L. Thorn... ccccsccesccescsccces| March 3, 1809.......| New York ..ssccces sees! West India squadron. 

Wm. P. C. Barton....esseccccccesseecee! April 28, 1809......| Pennsylvania.......... .| Navy yard, Philadelphia. 

George Logan ...+.eseeeeeceeececeeeeeee, April 14, 1810......; South Carolina ..... tee Charleston, South Carolina—unwell. 
Robert S. Kearney .oseeeececceeeeeeeese July 28, 1810....+.; Ireland ............++.) Washington city—unwell. 

Thomas Harris .....200 sesscccccccccece! July a) Pennsylvania...........| Navy hospital, Philadelphia. 
William Turk ...+.csscescccceececceeeee! July ee ee New York..........0+.., Leave of absence. 

Myde Ray, i 2.00 ceesevccccocvececcvccces, JULY 24, 1813......| Maryland ..........-++| Waiting orders. 

Walter W. Buchanan .....-+..es00 esoee) July 24, 1813......, New Jersey .........+.-| Furlough. 

Gerard Dayers.....+scovcresscccecccccee! JULY 24, 1813. .+06) Flanders .......+.+..++ Rendezvous, Boston. 

Benjamin P. Kissam .......0.sseeceeeeee| July 24, 1813......| New York.....+.eeeeeee| Leave of absence. 





John A. Kearney...ccsecccccccccccvecee! July 24, 1813....6.| 
Bailey Washington ........6.6. coccorece, July 24, 1813......) Virginia ...........+...| North Carolina 74, Mediterrancan. 
Charles B. Hamilton.......... coccceccee April 15, 1814......; Virginia ...............! Marine barracks, H. Q. 


Treland ......+e++2+++-| Navy yard, Charlestown. 
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William Swift... 
Thomas B. Salter. ...cccceccceccce vo 
Peter Christie....++-.. 
Rael SRCKRON 4 c00 cess esse sdeeceeseece 
Andrew B. Cooke. -ceesesess sees 
John H. Gordon ...- 
Leonard Osborne...+++ eee. 
Thomas Williamson. ...-.eeeeeee 


eeoee eres eseeneseesenee 


eeeeeece 
** eee eee eeeeeees 
ee eee reeeeeee 
eoeerees 
eves 


eoeeeeeee 


Geo. S. Sproston .e+-eeeees 
Elnathan Judson . 
Benajah Ticknor... 
Mordecai Morgan......-. 
Thomas J. Boyd...+..+0.0- 
John W. Peaco...-+eceecee 
William Birchmore ........ 


ee ee ee ee) 


eeeereses 


BRIRCE MUNIIOK oc0s sons subeeesncene senses 
Charles Chase......- 
Wiliam D- Bawbit «00.0000 500000004000 
David S. Edwards....... 
Isaac Hulse... 
Alex*r M. Montgomery . 
John S. Wily ...- 

Surgeons—39. 


ee 
Sees e sees sees eseeeset eves 
eeeeeeeereeeeses 


ee ee eres esreeres eeeeee 


William Belt. ....ccccccccess 
Benjamin A. Wells. .sseseeeescecceecees 
James Norris. «++... 
Thomas V. Wicsenthal ...-.seeeseeeceees 
James R. Boyce ..eeeeeeces 
Richard Stevens.coeccescccecccccccsece 
John Fitzhugh, jr...-+.-. 
Wm. Williamson .... 
George Terrill.......+.- 
Edmund L. Dubarry...+.ssecseecseeeees 
Stephen Rapalje.......+.- 
John Haslett. ...cccccccccccce covccceces 
Henry W. Bassett ..- 


.eereeeeere 


ee wesw esse reese aeeeee 


Serer eeeeerseeeesene 


ee aera seer eseree 


Benjamin R. Timslar.+++++eeesseesseeese, 


eeeeeeeeereseseseses 


Waters Smith ....... 
Cornelius Moore o..cccccssccccescccceces 
Thomas J. Bradner....-. 
Benjamin F. Bache..... 
Charles B. Jaudon...-...- 
Robert P. Macomber...... 
De Witt Birch.........+. 
Augustus A. Adee ... 
John R. Chandler......-. 


cee ress eeeeeses 
ee ew errr eeseeeee 
eere cree sesere 
ee eeeeeeeesese 
seer e sees eseree 


SCereeeeeererseseeree 


Thomas Dillards <o00250000 csceccse vosese 
Augustin P. Beers....- bapeeuaceeeeeaxes 
Ee ONNOss sso b60Sanseubon een en 
John H. Imlay...---+.- puvkbebnescase 
Wm. A. Browning .....+ seecee cece scons 
Deen UAC AEIDEND) 0 se0s ssednceseseneess 
Gideon White, jr. ..-e++ seeeescececeees 


William Plumstead ........ 
George W. Codwise ..+..ssseeeeeeees 
John Francis Brooke...- 
Charles Wayne .....- 

Surgeons’ Mates—34. 


Tinie WARNER. 564656 eh bSs00s0% base sees 
SIERO or MAUS sb s00 cess sens nseeeeecae 
Gwinn Harris......-- 
John H. Carr. 
Nathaniel Lyde ....... 
Samuel Hambleton 
Robert C. Ludlow........ 
John B. Timberlake........0..0- 
Thomas I. Chew.... 
Thomas Shields....-..seeses 
Lewis Deblois ....... 
RMON FAS AMOPDUOR 600000004005 che ess 


eeeeee 


cere eet seees 


Cee eeeeeesesere 


ee eee eerererer 


Ser eeeeseeeseseeere 


weer e sees esse eece 


NA VA L AF FAIRS. 





Date of commission. Birth place. 





April 15, TT Massachusetts ...eeeee- 


May 22, 1815.........) New Jersey -..eeeeeeee! 


April 27, 1816......0+6.; New Jersey ..+.sseeeeee! 
March 27, 1818.......++| New York......--- » ows 
March 27, 1818. ...000+| New York....-+ccsccvce 
March 27, 1818........+; Pennsylvania. ......eee- 
March 27, 1818.... ..+.| Maryland ....scceesees 
March 27, 1818.....++0+) Maryland ...cssseeeees 
March 97; 1818; 400%] Maryland .....cccscees 
March 27, 1818.........| Massachusetts ....eeee- 


1824. 
9 1824. ccceees 
1824. secccece| 
» 1824. .ereeeee 


1824. cecceces 


' Vermont ... 


_ 
> 
- 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
May 
May 
May 


seeeeeee ee 


— 


Pennsylvania ...+seeees 
Delaware .... 
Maryland 


England .ccoosse coves 


eeeeeeseeesee, 


| Virginia ..0.eccceee 


MIGINE cGssbsnsegureerse 


Massachusetts .....0.6- 


May 5, 1825. .....-++| Connecticut ......seeee. 
May = 6, 1825. ....2-++| New York.....sseceeces 
May 7, 1825. .eeeeees| New Jersey wee secoceee 


1826 .ssceuses| 


! 


May Maryland ... 


SURGEONS’ MATES. 


| September 23, 1811.....| Maryland ....eccccccee| 
December 10, 1814..+++) Maryland ..+++seeeseee! 
December 10, 1814.....| New Hampshire ........ 


10, 1814....., Maryland ... 


December 


April 275 UBIG .c60>| VATi0id «0iosec00n's00s\e 
December 28, 1818....-. New York s.seeeeeeeeees) 
December 28, 1818.....; Maryland ....+escesees 
March 28, 1820.....| New Jersey ..eeeceeeece 
March 28, 


1824..... 
1824. .+6. 


May 
May 


26, 
26, 


Pennsylvania. ..++ esse 


| 

1820..... Virginia ...++seeeeeeeee) 
| 

GW BOK in ssie econ sees | 


May 26, 1824.....' South Carolina ......... 
May 26, 1824....., Maryland .....sceeeees 
May 26, 1824....6) New York..o+++seee cscs! 


26, 1824.00. 
26, 1824..... 
26, 1824..... 


9, 1824.20. 
12, 1824..... 


Florida... 
New York....- 
GW ROK 6654020569500! 


May 
May 
May 
July 
July 


eeeeteses 


Seeeeeree 


Pennsylvania ...-...++- 
Pennsylvania ..++..se-- 


July 13, 1824.....' Rhode Island .......++- 
July B45 AS 28 s0| Dew. WOK sess cn oes 
July 15, 1824. ...6) New York. .csccocceees 
November 14, 1824..... District of Columbia..... 


15, 1084..00. 
16, 1824.....: 


WANPIMIA os sesso anew shen 
t=) 


New York 


November 


November 


November 17, 1824.....) Virginia .....cccecccoee 
November 16, 1824.....| New Jersey ...+++ esses. 
January 24, 1825.....| Mississippi.....++seeoe. 
April 20, 1825..+-- Pennsylvania..........- 
May 2, 1825...++) Maryland ....-.seccees 


May 13, 1825.....| Pennsylvania. ....++.e0. 
May 145°1620..20%5| NOW VOrk<iocs «200000000 
May 16, 1825.....| Virginia ........eseeee 


August 29, 1825.... ‘| Pennsylvania.... 


| 
PURSERS. 


April 5, 1812...-++| Pennsylvania.......0... 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 


Maryland ........ 
Maryland ... 
England ...0ccssscceces 
Massachusetts .......06 
Maryland 
New Nork ...ccccsccces 


Virginia 


2 

25 
25, 181 {siees eens 
25 

25, 1812... 006 

25, ABI. aes 
25, 1812....0. 
25 A cose 
20, 1812). ..00% 
25, 1812.. 
25, 1812.00 
25, 1812....00| Virginia ...+-eeseee cece, 


April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
A pril 


Massachusetts 
Delaware ....... 


Massachusetts .......0| 


Rendezvous, New York. 
Pensacola. 
Constellation. 
Constitution. 


| Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York. 


Rendezvous, Philadelphia. 
Ontario. 

Hospital, Gosport, Virginia. 
Baltimore rendezvous. 
Navy hospital, Washington. 


Leave of absence. 


Leave of absence. 


-| Jobn Adams. 


At Mesurado. 


| Brandywine. 
| Leave of absence. 


Portsmouth, New York. 
Cyane. 

Navy hospital, New York. 
Hornet. 

teceiving ship, New York. 
Mediterranean squadron. 


Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean. 
Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean. 
Leave of absence. 

Baltimore station. 

Navy hospital, Gosport, Virginia. 
Leave of absence. 


| Frigate United States, P. 0. 
| Frigate Constellation. 


Navy hospital, Philadelphia. 
Leave of absence. 


| Shark. 
| Spark. 
| Cyane. 


United States, Pacifie ocean. 
Constitution. 

Cyane. 

United States, Pacific ocean. 


| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Porpoise. 

Constitution. 

John Adams. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
{‘irampus. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


| Navy hospital, Gosport. 


Philadelphia rendezvous. 
Leave of absence. 
Barrataria. 


| West India squadron. 


Brandywine. 


' Constellation. 


Brandywine. 
Constellation. 


Baltimore station. 

Newport, R. I., acting Navy agent. 
Leave of absence. 

Philadelphia station. 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Leave of absence. 

Navy yard, Charlestown. 

Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean. 
New York station. 

Not on duty. 

Not on duty. 

Frigate Constellation. 
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Naval register for 1826—Pvursers—Continued. 


Names. 





James M. Halsey. .+eeee cesses cceecceces 


Edward Fitzgerald...+.ssesesesee phoisieleiers | 
Alexander P. Darragh.....sceceeeceeees 
William S. Rogers..eesseeseveeecccecees, 
Samuel P. Todd rete e neat teen a eee eee eee 
Gecrge Beale..... +. Bee siavelbialaieewiercaeeie | 
James H. Clark tee ee eee eee eee e ee ceeeee, 
Joseph Wilson. ..+sesecceeccsseceeeecees | 
Joseph B. Wilkinson....... pYareisesintore eis 


Wii SiN ia ss oo ssc sccese aces esse] 
John N. Todd... 
Timothy Winte.s.sccescsecccecceseccees 
William M. Sands..... 
Joseph H. Terry ...+++ eeeeee eee . 
Thomas Breeze ..+eeeeeee SOO OOL 
Gardner Thomas.....eeessee. covccescces | 
Ashton Y. Humphreys .....-.... cee eens! 
John De Bree .-ee.seeee eevee peeevenaunl 
Charles 0. Handy........ 
Silas Butler......e- 
Edward N. Cox. ..-esee. 
Nathaniel H. Perry....... ate cede eae | 
John N. Hambleton. ....-- ces eeee sic, 
Joseph Watson ....-..06. 
Wm. McMurttrie..... mialororstalsielsiereleiers sterarete 
Garret R. Barry .....- Meo wercoatelecuene 
William P. Zantzinger ......... SOOOG BOOS 
Daniel McF. Thornton ....... Bicioiierereraroets 
Josiah Coiston..... | 
Robert Pottenger........e..e00. Sisto sires 

Pursers—42. | 


Ceeeeereeseeceseeses 


eoeresecese @occcoe 


ee ee 


seeeee 


eee eeceesse eeesesese! 


BRITT OOO esos 015 5:0 4101050 10:016-0. o's lo ole.0\ a. aleieileiaicie 
Nathaniel Andrews . 
James Brooks .....+4. 
PS BIIEK LIVOTOUU + 0010. 6:0:6'0.6:0:0'3.0'e-siecelvia bres siele's 
INOTSON ACULLO. «0:0: 10's 60.0100 ase iss:0esie.e reese 


Burgess AUIisOn: «000 cece ce cece cscsnssees 
CAVOVONEEs 00106 s0'0.0 010-6000 600016 
John M’Carty 
SEPT V¥o CAUIGD: <<. 6:0-01005e:0ibso:occlbienelsiecora'e orevsiers 
John Addison ...... .seeeee aterieieneleiers 
Chaplains—10. 





Cee e reer essere ree sess seeses) 


| 
coos! 
| 


1820. 
John M. Sullivan. .....sseeeee Sicsalereister siete 


1825. | 
James T. Gerry 
PGWIACEDS, POVUCL ciee's. cic 6 6: c1c.0.0 sieves evens cai 
Wm. H. Campbell . 
James P. Wilson.s0 csocccccssessece 
James FE. Calhoun ....-eeeccceccees 


eeeee! 
i 


Henry D. Scott. .....- averse le elavenersleleiere see 
Charles Wilkes, jr..... +++ Neate ieee os 
Elisha POCK +eeeseeeeeeeeeeeere ceeeeees) 
John R. Coxe, jr...---+ ppslereistelse st aisieieeiels 


A. H. Hopkinson ....eseeeeeceeeee 
Thomas J. Manning........+.-0- 
William Foster......sseceeeeceese 
William L. Howard. ..-+++ sseeee eee 
William P. Piercy.....scecccocccccscees | 

Midshipmen passed for promotion—15. | 


seoeeeoes) 


A. i | 
George Adams....... 
Henry J. Auchmuty ... 
Isaac H. Abbott.... cece cceeccecuce 


James W. Abbott....... eee 


Corer coer esesecrseee| 


| 
coc eccce cece 


| April 





Date of commission. 


eee | March 


March 


December 20, 1815 


August 
May 
January 
May 
May 
January 
March 
July 


seeeee) Septemb’r 25, 1817...++6. 


January 


seeeee) February 4, 1814......) 
eeeee January 10, 1815 


March 


January 
May 
May 
May 
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Station. 





Birth place. | 
| 
| 


| 


MIDSHIPMEN PASSED FOR PROMOTION.* 


1, 1813....+6) New York....ccccccceee 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


25, 1812....-+! New York....eeee. eee 
| April 25, ABI2 sisi Pennsylvania ...+++ sees 
| April 25, 1812... Delaware ....cscesceces 

February 26, 1813...... | Rhode Island. .......+++ 
March 1, 1813.....- | Pennsylvania... ...eeee. 
July 24, 1813...... Virginia ... cece. eecee 
July 24, 1813..064- NG WAY OKs cieeieicisisiciessiv'ee 
July 24, 1813.....-, Massachusetts ....++...- 
March 26, 1814...... | Kentucky .......eceeee 
March 26, 1814...... Massachuisetts..... sees 
Be VSD cescrcer Pennsylvania. .... eichiecare 
| May 17, 1815...... Massachusetts ........- 
May 20, 1815...66- PONG Wil OnKi. cie's sieie vraisiciee 
June 6, 1815...... | eae Weel ckesccsccess 
| July 8, 1815...... | Rhode Island...... vce 
July 12, 1815..+.+.| Massachusetts ....+.0.. 
July 22, 1815...++++| Pennsylvania. .......00¢ 
December 29, 1817....-.| New Jersey .....00 cee 
December 29, 1817..... -| Rhode Island...... Seaws 
December 29, 1817.-.+++) New York...eceeeeseees 
March 28, 1820... New York. -ccccccccccs ‘ 
March 285 1820.5:4.0% -| Rhode Island....+.+-++- 
May 26, 1824...+60) Maryland ...cesseeeees 
May 26, 1824.. 00. Massachusetts...-..-+-- 
May 26, 1824......| Pennsylvania. .....- ‘ees 
January 15, 1824...... Pennsylvania. .....see+- 
August 2, 1824...... Pennsylvania. ......+.+- 
December 30, 1824......)| Virginia ....... avaetes 
| May 28, 1825.....+| Maryland .....seee. 
July 16, 1825......) Maryland ........e0-6. 
CHAPLAINS. 
May 19, 1812...... | England ........ 
August 16, 1816...... | England..... 
December 28, 1818.....-| Virginia ......seeeeeees 
December 28, 1818......| Massachusctts.....eeee 
April 27, 1820....+-| New Hampshire ........| 
March 3, 1823... | New Jersey ....... meee 
May 26, 1824.....+ New York...ccccccseees 
March 3, 1825... .06. | New York..ccccccccece a 
| March 3, 1825...... | Pennsylvania. ...+-.++++ 
March 3, 1825...+++; Maryland ...seeeeeeees 


North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Waiting orders. 

Navy yard, Gosport. 
Charlestown station. 

Navy yard, Philadelphia. 
United States, Pacific ocean. 
Navy yard, New York. 
Waiting orders. 

New Orleans. 

Charleston, S. C., acting’Navy agent. 
Waiting orders. 

Navy yard, Washington. 
Sackett’s Harbor. 

Cyane. 

Waiting orders. 

Leave of absence. 

Peacock, Pacific ocean. 
Receiving ship, Norfolk. 
Leave of absence. 
Receiving ship, New York. 
Brandywine. 

Erie, Mediterranean. 

John Adams. 

Leave of absence. 

Ontario, Mediterranean. 
Grampus, West Indies. 
Spark, West Indies. 

Shark, West Indies. 


-++| Porpoise. 


Hornet. 


eeeeeee| Not on duty. 
seeeesceee| Leave of absence. 
| New York. 


Navy yard, Charlestown. 

Leave of absence. 

Navy yard, Washington. 

Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York. 
Constitution. 

Waiting orders. 

Waiting orders. 


New York station. 


| Furlough. 


John Adams. 
Leave of absence. 


' Leave of absence. 


coecee Massachusetts... see sees 

4, 1814...... | Pennsylvania. .......+++ 

30, 1816.....- Maryland ...cceccsecees 
1, 1817....-. Maryland ........ wees 

30; 18NG6.cc0. | South Carolina ......... 
30, 1816...++- | Maryland ...-++... eens 
1, 1818..++++) New York ..sseeseeeeee 

£, WOU sven | Connecticut ......seeee. 

rE eres | Pennsylvania. ...+.++++ 


Pennsylvania. ....++++++ 
New Jersey ..-eeeeecees 


eoeees 


1, 1817 


New Jersey .seeseeeeees 
| | 
| New Jersey .ecesceecees 


| 
| 


15, 1815.-++++ Pennsylvania. ...eeeeeee, 
MIDSHIPMEN. 

ee ee 

10, 1820..+.-+) Rhode Island....+..e+++ 

10, 1820...+6+| Maine ....eseceeee 

1, 1822.....-| Michigan ......+0-- 


Leave of absence. 
Leave of absence. 
Leave of absence. 
Brandywine. 

Waiting orders. 

Waiting orders. 
Porpoise. 

Shark. 

Cyane. 

Navy yard, Washington. 


Gramps. 
Cyane. 


..+++| Leave of absence. 
.s++| Constellation. 


* There are several midshipmen whose warrants bear date previous to Ist January, 1818, who have not had an opportunity to be 
examined, and who will be placed in this list according to their respective merits as soon as an examination can be afforded to them. 
The order in which the names now stand will therefore probably be changed. 
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Names. Date of commission. Birth place. | Duty. 
Robert W. Alden .cceeceeessccce scoecees | May 1, 1822.... .| New Hampshire ........ Grampus. 
DINE 2 ioskeccisvocisceriovanss | Mareh Siricast RE, 4 scesrsicces ..| Constitution. 
Charles M. Armstrong .--.+++eee. iSeoaiew Mareh A, 1623.4% + New Jersey oes esseceee Constitution. 
Gurden C. Ashton .-++eseesscecececceees | December 9, 1823.....| Virginia ......-.+ ese Frigate Constellation. 
Mark T. Anderson.+++.sseseereseeersees | January — 1, 1825. wees) Tennessee ...-- pesenans | Pensacola. 
William H. Alexander.....-.ececeveeees | Mareh Pe ee Pennsylvania. ..-++- ----| Frigate Constellation. 
B. | | 
Samuel Barron .. «+++ e+ee++seeeseeeeees) January 1, 1812.....| Virginia ...eeeceeeseeee Frigate Brandywine. 
Russell Baldwin. ...scccccscosccecccccccs | May 17, 1813.... .| New York ....+.++0+---| Leave of absenes. 
Timothy G. Benham .........+++0.- se+++| November 30, 1814.... -| Connecticut ........ee- Leave of absence. 
Joseph Bowman..-++++++++++ os eececeeee | July S, 1815..... | Pennsylvania. ...+++++- Furlough. 
Archibald R. Bogardus ..--....+--- eeeee| December 26, 1815..... | New York. oocecceececs Furlough. 
Oscar Bullus .....00 s.cseevceecccces cece | January A, 3617.6. .| District of Columbia....| New York station. 
Abram 7. Be Hett s0.0s 000d ss 0s 00:0 0000s July 4, 1817005 .| DOIRWATE <00s0000 0 -e+-| Leave of absence. 
George S. Blake..++++sseeseeeeee ooccees January 1, 1818.... 7 Massachusetts .........| Navy yard, Charlestown. 
Joshua Barney .eeeees cececceecccecevees January aS 481835205 | Maryland ....-seeeeeee Furlough. 
Theodorus Bailey, jr...-+++++++eeeeeeeee+) January 1, 2818. .... br Wibiewnsecsvanevens Shark. 
Joseph R. Blake... s+++eeeeeeeeeceeeeee | January 1, 1818..... District of Columbia ....{ Peacock. 
Thomas McK. Buchanan .....- eoccceeces | November 3, 1818.....- Maryland ....+esceseees Leave of absence. 
Edward B. Boutwell......++.++++e0+s000| March Se ee Ontario. 
Joseph R. Brown heenbeseobsernnnecbesrel July 10, 1819. ....| Pennsylvania. ....eeeee New York station. 
John E. Bispham. ...++++++sseeceeseeees | December 13, 1819..... Pennsylvania. -+++.-eee- United States. 
S. M. Breckenridge. ...0...+scceccceccee | December 15, 1819.....| Kentucky ....+.......-| John Adams, 
Edward O. Blanchard. ......006 poteses May 10, 1820.....| Mississippi ............| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
John C. Bunner ......- SepeGubeeceoe este May AAG ZE.oenet) INOW BOI i606 ss000% ....| Mediterranean squadron. 
Patrick F. Bradlee ....+++..20e0- peeeene | September 1, 1822.....| Massachusetts ......... United States. 
John Lz Ball ...seeceeccseccseccsecceees December 4, 1822..... Virginia ........ seheork North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
George Briard... sccceseesccesccccsoves | March 4, 1823.....| New Hampshire ....-...| West India squadron. 
Robert L. Browning .....-- sebaGdeeesees March A, 2023..0..1 Kentetky scscc0ss ...-.| West India squadron. 
Henig MICMON chick asss coke dssaacesues | August 4, 1823.....| North Carolina ...... ...| Sloop Erie, Mediterranean. 
Edward Boyd ....e-ecessececes eeeeunes August 1948235 ccc: New York ........ ...--| Sloop Erie, Mediterranean. 
Junius Boyle. ...ee+eeeeeseseeees seeeeee | August 27, 1823.....| Maryland .............| United States. 
IE TR PIO nv ntins cosceesvcsennscceass | October A, 1823.20] Georgian. ...000 cee .e--| Peacock. 
DRDO MINIMBkseskesbssee seks bosenssewes | December 1, 1824.....| North Carolina .........| Navy yard, Norfolk. 
George M. Bache..... ee escccccccecccecs January 1, 1825.....| Pennsylvania. ......++-- Brandywine. 
WRENIRRNBD soo ehes 260s dese cccensas ss | January 1, 1825.....| Tennessee.....- SeNwneae West India squadron. 
Joshua J Boyd. ..cecccccccsccccce pokes January 1, 1825. ...| Michigan ....0+.s.s.00. Corvette Cyane. 
| Solomon D. Betton ....+++ ..ccsccecceces | January 1, 1825420 Georgia...+.ceeeees «s.--} Brandywine. 
Francis Bartlett ....scccccescccecceseeee| March 45 9625.505: | Massachusetts .++..+++- Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Simon B. man peeeebhbosahienee ses eens | March 9598 25.c05% Vermont ...+.-. pueen ee Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
John M. Berricn..++++.se+seceecseceeees March 1, 1825.....| Georgin....seeeeececees West India squadron. 
j PROMIRS Wie ROD 20065 ees inocwsien ns sinees March Pa |) eee District of Columbia....| Brandywine. 
| DRIMNGS SSTAGIONG s o0'0 5 0000 none sees seseseee ' June 16, 1825...» . Louisiana .cccccccccce Waiting orders. 
{ Of 
| Joseph S. Cornwell ....0 20000 vsoecceee | January 146105. | New York....- dseawuane West India squadron. 
| Joseph S. Cannon........... Sebo eeeeee | February 26, 1814..... | Delaware ....ccceccese: Waiting orders. 
Chacles B. Childs. ........ccsseee pean eee January 28, 1815. weee| New York...--- bese ees Leave of absence. 
John Addison Carr.......+++0+4-. teense July es) Leer | SEN divine oesncces North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
nave B. Cocke es eieiee peseenbeeeheaeert January 1, 1818..... | Virginia ......+. o ccceee West India squadron. 
SGM CMMADLLecuneceeGbankednchukeceses | November 3, 1818.....| Pennsylvania...........| Erie. 
John Colhoun ...... bib er sees bewes aoeens | January 25, 1821.....| Pennsylvania.......++++ United Statcs. 
Thomas T. Craven ....... bebebeeeeeee eee May 15 98223.554. District of Columbia....} United States. 
Carb CREO Twas 455 seiceedwsoenn sone | May 1, 1822.....| New York .............| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
William C. Carrington ........... vert Ty February 6, 1823.....| North Carolina......... Leave of absence. 
eas eri “ eee ee cece ee cere cces March 4, 1823.....| New Hampshire ........ Constellation. 
NN hs NN sce vtckcseves sctees | March i ee i. errr Cyane. 
Walter C. Cutts ......ee sees sere eee seeee! March 4, 1032...5, NN ckevenccnanes webtie United States. 
Jerome Callan..+seeeeseseceeesseees ++++) March 4, 1823.....| Pennsylvania .......+.- Cyane. 
Frederick Chatand a. | November 16, 1824.....; Maryland.......seseees North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
rsa fais a ee eeeeee see ‘| eg a, 1524. 0.02 | cernmmn peiesies sews 
ee a +++) January 1, 1825.....! Virginia .......++..++++| Brandywine. 
John C. Carter ........0. eeasecee eres January 1, 1825.....| Kentucky...... eceenee Spark. 
JamMesS. COBY ..00.sccccccccccccce eee! January 15 96255.625 | MGOMIBIODR 5:00.50 500 00s New Orleans. 
PEIROG SMUIEE Sone esbenensices) been ns-sbs | January 4; ee eee Navy yard, Norfolk. 
Henry A. Chambers .....-++..+..0+ see+) January 1, 1825.....| North Carolina .........| Hornet. 
Richard S. COXC. se ereevereseserereeees| March 1, 1825.....| New Jersey «+++ eeeee- Porpoise. 
SOnR W. GOK, Gf. .00s5600000 nanan March i; 1825... hid. csse0 seeceevesee-| Receiving ship, Philadelphia. 
D | 
| 
SET MINE oSnsbs8s cbs oseeuseses | December 29, 1815..... New Jersey.....+.- ...-| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
emacs ECS MODUS ows sosesccc sieve scocee January 1, 3618;.... | Massachusetts.......... United States, Pacific ocean. 
Fits PRON PPPS! 2s ios sie coccccscicwss o00s | July 4, 1821.....| South Carolina .........| John Adams. 
Nathaniol W. Duke...........eesseeeees | May 1, 1822..... Kentucky ..... deseeeee] Eric. 
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Date of commission. | 





Names. Birth place. 
eee sisice hese dansroeeiaE sober eee 
Thomas Dimmock.......-. nr ne | March 4, 1823..... | Massachusetts...... i 
John A. Davis .--+s-eeeeee ceeeeee seeeee | March 4, 1823.... + North Carolina ..... +++. | 
John Doyle ..seseserevceeccce sees vevece | June 17, 1823. ++! Maine ...++++ sees eeeeee| 
Charles H. Davis. .sseeseeeceeeceecs soos! August 12, 3623......| Massachusetts ..... eee] 
Charles Il. Duryce.... «++ eis velotaloieerere Paleies | August 19; 1623 )...00 | PO TOUR: ciciacsicenes | 
Ezra T. Doughty ...seeseeceee seve ne May 3, 1824...4.| New Yorksssseeeeeeeees| 
Joseph 0. Devezin «.+++eeeeee ebaialslai sieveleless | October iy yee ee | ne ee 
James F. Duncan. ..+e cece sees cceeccoees | November 12, 1825.....) Pennsylvania. ......ee+: | 
John C. Davidson. ...+ seve seeesceeccoees | November 22, 1825. -+++! District of Columbia bial 
E | | | 
Henry Etting «+++seceseseeses coos seooes | January 1, 1818 seeee | Maryland ....eccceeees | 
Henry Eagle, jr.+++ +--+. a | January 1, 1818..... | New York.....-+ess00e- | 
Francis B. Ellison ..........- o cccecccece | May 28, 1810.... if TNE csinnssinianae | 
William B. Everett.........4.. sseeeeeee! February 1, 1823..... | Maryland ....0+00++ 000. | 
Alexander H. Edwards.......eceeeeeeees March 4, 1823.....| Michigan ........ Paihia | 
Thos. Octs. L. Elwyn...+++++ess+++ee+++| September 24, 1825...... New Hampshire ........ | 
| { 
F. | 
Lewis C. F. Fatio ..... preereereni as aieteie meer Mareh 8, 1822...-., Pennsylvania ...+++.... | 
Andrew H. Foot....cscecccecceecees e+++!| December 4, 1822..... Connecticut ...... ase 
Ebenezer Farrand .......eee- aera «+! March 7 BO Peete INiateEVotins aisckee aiccee'< | 
ArGhed) Ba WOITa% <is10\s o1s1ceisiciee v's ose 9 sie August 4, 1823 ... WN hscknnns sicnes | 
Robert Fitzhugh............ aisveiaccinte ae January 1 1825. ...! Ne watorkitss x cwa ceases 
Timothy B. Ficld........e+ cesses eeeees| March 5; Wiens | Connecticut ...+..«- sees! 
a. | | 
William Green ....0eceeeeeceees January $, iRisi«: | Virginia ..s+eseeeeeeeee| 
Alex r G. Gordon ..eecee ccecee cecece e+e+| January 1; 1818...) District of Columbia tees) 
William M. Glendy..ceeee . ceeecececees January 1, 1818.....} Virginia ..... sees seeees! 
Charles W. Gay .....-- prairie cisterns ° Oetober 27, I8SISik-s: | Massachusetts ....+eee- | 
Fst ek Gb hie IGE DOLCE ACRE OR IDIOIGCI EET ODIC February 27, 1819...) Kentucky TE 
Sylvanus Godon .....eeeeee Si eieidieisleteieree/sie March 4, 1819. s68% Pennsylvania. seseeeeers | 
WaPnifOld GreGhi oss ss sisisccecebieseeececeen May 1, 1S2Zew.< 5 | North Carolina ..... 
ANOxer GUPSOMN ess 4\is/:0 419 06love ecielels eelecnes July 4, 1822.... A eer 
DOH Us GINEBON 0605200 weenie csioec dices February 1, 1823.....) New York ....+eseeccee| 
Goeért Gansevoort. s<ccccceseccctccececess | March Fe Bear New York....e-- pai aa 
Israel S. Griffin ......0e 200. sinisioie Siclaiace ee | March 4, 1823. .00+| Maryland ......00eeeees | 
William F. Grymes ...--+ ceeeee eee ae ‘| March 4, 1823.....| Virginia ........ ee | 
Helmuth J. Gaedicke. ...+++ cecceecccees | August 19, 1823.....| West Indies.... seeeeeee 
James B. Glentworth ......-+++- Bice ieiciare | August yO Yaa 25.2 eee Pennsylvania. .....++++- | 
John R. Goldsborough ....+-+++++e+s++++| November 16, 1824..+++ Distriet of Columbia ..-- | 
SPOR GBH WAM! e1eisiele's so sewiow sista cteleiniee giaiece'e January Ue 1825 s00ss| Connectiont seeeeeee eens! 
Arehicd’ Ms ‘GTeen 6:6:6s:0:00:0500 00 6506 seleices | March 1, 1825....+! Virginia ...s0ssseceeees | 
H. | | | 
Levy M. Harby ......seeese0e Sociales oe .| June 18, 1812..... South Carolina ......... | 
Withiata Ts. FIUGSON 6 ccsciciesc cteccccecas | January Pep BGG. <d0%') NNswaWorledeccccc nesses | 
Lucius C. Heylen, o. 2040 00000000: seeeeee | January = t, 1817....-)| Pennsylvania. ......+++- | 
Stern Humphreys. ....eseeseeeee eens eee) January 15 18162005: | New York...scee Peer 
Andrew A. Harwood... ..++.+ see teense | January TPeISISh ccs Pennsylvania. .... +++: 
Charles E. Hawkins .......000+ Sialewiee -.| Mareh ASASTO aise | WewsWoukecvsciecscness 
John Hamilton .......2cccceccccsscccces| July A-ASIB. 40: New York..es eee ene 
JAMES TD. WOMaANs: 6 cicesiciee cies divcceislvoeis December 3, 1819..... Massachusetts ....eeee. 
Cary H. Hansford. ....6. eeseee coccee coee | May 10, 1820..... Virginia ........ ere 
Paul H. Hayne... scceccccscceses seeeel May 10, 1820....- South Carolina ......... 
a a ae se ive pebbwsneen | December 4, 1821..... Virginia ....... icieaieihins 
BOMBED. WIALLISs <0101s 0.01506 ce asicelcesees May 1, 1822..... Pennsylvania. ....++.... 
William W. Hunter. ....... esos) May by 1822. 062%) Bowisigna oo0cs«ceceeee 
John W. Hunt, jr. ..00.00 000s Mannion May 1; F822 ees Kentucky ..... erate 
Samuel F. Hazard........ seenees ccceges January _—1, 1823 Rhode Island. ....--++++ 
Edward Hoban ........cesceeceeeee seees) February 1, 1823..... District of Columbia .... 
Neil McHowison «...0 e000 cesecsee cess February 1, 1823..... Virginia ......sseeeeeee 
E. H. Hubbard.......... OAGACE tienen Sie 4, 1828..... NG ei it dcmus wake 
John E. Holt ........ so ee ccccccnecccece | Mareh 4, 1823....+) Virginia ..cssccoces sees 
Charles P. C. Harrison ........ee000- +e] June 4, 1823.....' West Indies....... eee 
William C. Homes .....-+0 000s eccccreces August 25, 1823..... Massachusetts ...-eeeee. 
Went H, BGG oo ssisivsesces cavecceses] October 28, 1823..--6 New Jersey ..seeseeceee 
Henry Hoff. 00s ss0cese eioipioxsiels eeeeeseee! October 28, 1823..-.., South Carolina ......... 
Horatio M. Houston .......0..00 005 . sitet May 12, 1824..... Pennsylvania.......+s+- 
George M. Hooe....- Sscccccees coceceee| October 21, 1824.....] Virginia... secesceee 
Charles G. Hunter ....eceesssesccecseees| November 16, 1824..... New Jersey ..seeceeeees 
WH As MOBS oss csceccacscenscee! January 1, 1825..... pi cicneree nein 
SE MN a dneeckiecdeerkiksdacnans January 1, 1825..... Kentucky ....eeeeeeeee 


| 


Robert B. Hitchcock.......0.. 


January tas] 





Connecticut ...eesee ees 


-+| Leave of absence. 


Brandywine. 
Spark. 

United States. 
Erie. 
Brandywine. 
Constellation. 
Cyane, 

Cyane. 


Leave of absence, 
Erie. 

Porpoise. 
Furlough. 
Constitution. 


Leave of absence. 
Peacock. 

Leave of absence. 
Leave of absence. 
Cyane. 


| Charlestown Navy yard. 


Leave of absence. 

Erie. 

Sloop Boston. 

Brandywine. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Navy yard, Philadelphia. 

Leave of absence. 

Constellation. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Constitution. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Navy yard, New York. 


| Porpoise. 
| 


Leave of absence. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
John Adams. 

Grampus. 


Leave of absence. 
Furlough. 

Furlough. 

Leave of absence. 
Constitution. 

Navy yard, New York. 
Sloop Boston, 

Leave of absence. 


| Brandywine. 


Brandywine. 

Peacock. 

Peacock. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Furlough. 

Peacock. 

Constitution. 

Peacock, Pacific ocean. 
Constellation. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Spark. 

Peacock. 

United States. 

Brandywine. 

North Carolina 74. 

North Carolina 74. 

North Carolina 74. 

Charlestown Navy yard. 

Sloop Boston. 

Shark. 
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Date of commission. 


_ 
Names. 
—__—-—__— — | - 
George Hurst .....-.-- Ssh ees eae eseeee) January J], 
Pleasant M. Huie ......- SSeseceeeeesees| Sanuary 1, 
Mark Hale... ..+- cee.» saeeeie ckaee March i; 
Timothy A. H[luntt..........- cenceeseees| March i; 
William F. Hooe ...... see. Shesewwesse | ACPUBL 1, 
Robert Monroe Harrison..... ssibawesiseee] avovenber 9, 
I. 
George Izard, jr.......000. [aeeee eee January 1, 
Jonathan Ingersoll........- sedieseeeeaes | MATCH 4, 
Harry Ingersoll .... 2.00 .e000e- pose ee February 28, 
William F. Irving ..........2+..seee0ee; January 1, 
Andrew M. Irwin. .......2.. (aaeee neeees March i; 
J. 
EUR OREN S och sibs sie beaasanuseses June 18, 
Joshua H. Justin. .......0.08 sEGaeeebes November 30, 
Robert W. Jones ........ " Sehavbcesun| CanuETy 2, 
Zachariah F. Johnston ....... pase neeten| wanuary T, 
Charles H. Jackson .........4 ineeee ee ..| March 4, 
BSHAPY WOUNE ese 'ssabesesieu sense eo™ January 1, 
RENE DONCEs .0s sss 00 pxsneeee 5 March A, 
DOW DNOSRKIDE sso ceniw sss scee senewien a ant 4, 
Stephen Johnston..... beae beseusaenckecn] One 28, 
BOBPDH WV. DBETIGi soso sesewsesickow arenes January 1, 
Wallinw J. Jenkins. s00ss00ss00000ss%000) Math is 
x. 
Walliam Bis Kennon 0s sscscc.cceecceeeses| Ganuary 1, 
Stephen P. Kingston.......sscececeeeees| January 1, 
C. H. A. H. Kennedy..........000200---| February 10, 
Augustus H. Kilty ........ $éaknieeeewsss| CRUG 4, 
Francis Key....... ccccccccccccccccvcces!| May 15, 
Lewis G. Keith. .........-. asspiewvousee| OMY 1, 
L. 
Thomas J. Leib. ....scccccceses secceeces| September 1, 
PARTE MIC WIR sw 2 5. 555 oon oos0ieee ococese| January I, 
Andrew K. Long ........ : See eee January 1, 
John HH: Tittle......... Seehesess base --..| January 1, 
William FB. Liyneh 2.000604. s200000 -, January 26, 
James L. Lardner ....... Diemow as seeeeee May 10, 
Bawaerd BS. Tewis. <204 .siccscce uss Sakae.) By 10, 
Samuel Lockwocd..........2. sc cccecceeee! UuLY 12, 
SGNEG SIE BICC oss <seriswcsinsceuecse> December 30, 
ING Cl ADWICNLE os05 6ssecsccecsseccecses| May 1, 
William Leggett.......0cccececcccccese.! December 4, 
James B. Lardner ........ bose esbewenses December 4, 
William B. Lyne ..........0- o cccccces March 4, 
Robert J. Livingston.......0eee+ecceeeee! April 15, 
Joshua W. Taarkin .0600<c0ccscceccsesseee| December 1, 
Joseph Lanman,...-++sececeeeceeecceees January |, 
William Lindsay...... Se cevecseseveccees| Canuary 1, 
William P. Livingston .........eseeee+++, March i, 


Samuel Phillips Lee ......+.... 


M. 
Humphrey A. H.- Morris ... 
George A. Magruder.....+.+.0. 
John Marshall....... 


eereersecse 


Cee eeeree esse eseres 


Alexander M. Mull ........ Sabah aeneesen 
Cheries: Vo MIOITIS sss 0000 s000 00 Sooteies 
Henry W. Morris......--+ Pane cceee 
John Manning........eeeees Ser 
Richard D. Millen.....evcccecs S355 0038 
Richard R. McMullen ...... pis eee 
Die tN DORIEs 556s sesh ees a oen sane ones 
Richard Fi. MOrrisss.s.ccs2s000c000 00000 
ie EEC UREN 5 cbu0 sess 50%s555% bee 
Bramess MOUOry 2.50200 sisvcccescs<ca0ec 


Alexander H. Mitchell.....cccsccocccces 
Charles H. McBlair..... 
William M. A. Moore.. 
Samuel Evans Munn......-+sceeees 
Albert MeDaniel ........cceeeee. 
Murray Magon ....0.0..eeeee- 


eret esses 


November 22, 


January 1, 
January 1, 
January 1, 
January 1, 
January 1, 
August 21, 
May 10, 
May 10, 
May 10, 
May 10, 
May 10, 
May 10, 
May 1; 
March 4, 
March 4, 
August 19, 
August 

August 


1825.... 
1825....6.- 
1825... 
1825.... 
1825... 006 
1825...06- 
1818...... 
1823 ...06. 
1824...6.- 
1825.... 
1825..... 
1812...... 
ISl4..... 
1818... 
1818. . eee 
1818.... 
1823... 
1823... 
1823... 


1823. 
1825. 
1825; 


i bc} by gree 
1817. 
1819.. 
1821.. 
1823.. 


1825..... 


1811. 


eens 


Pennsylvania.... 


Birth place. 


Pennsylvania ..- 


North Carolina 
Vermont ....- 
Connecticut... 
Virginia ...... 
Sweden . 


Pennsylvania .« 


Connecticut ... 


Pennsylvania. . 
New York .... 


Pennsylvania ... 


Delaware ...... 


Rhode Island 
New York..... 
Maryland .... 


GCOrgia.+.eeee 
Maryland .... 


Louisiana ...-. 
New York... 


OhiO: ssss0 
North Carolina 


Pennsylvania... 


Virginia ....... 


Pennsylvania. - 
Virginia ....-- 
Maryland 
District of Colu 


Virginia . 


eesee 


eeees 


| Navy yard, Chariestown. 
-| Hornet. 
| Porpoise. 


ee 


eee eeeees 


Duty. 





| Philadelphia Navy yard. 


eee eeeeeos 


eeere sees 


eeeeeeees 


ee eeeeee 


Hornet. 
Navy yard, Charlestown. 


Leave of absence. 
| Brandywine. 


Brandywine. 


-, Brandywine. 


Brandywine. 


| Leave of absence. 


--| Leave of absence. 
| New York station. 
-| Leave of absence. 


Grampus. 
Brandywine. 


| Cyane. 


Constitution. 


‘ | Constellation. 


| Hornet. 


| 


| Cyane. 


| United States. 


Receiving ship, Philadelphia. 


-; North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


| West India squadron. 


mbia oe! 


1817...0+6+6 Virginia ...ceeeeececees 
1818.....+) Maryland ......ee0. 

1813..+e++) Maryland ..seescce cece 
1S19..6e- Virginia ....... bie sie sse 
1S20.+++++) Pennsylvania ..++ see 
1820...--.) Connecticut ........... “4 


1820 ..00- 


1820 


1822. 


1817.. 


1817 


1818.. 
1818. 


1818 
1819 


1820.. 


1820 
1820 


1820. 
1820. 


1820 


1822. 
1823. 
1823.. 
1823. 


eoeece 


eeee 


sete 


Virginia «eee. 


Connecticut... 


Virginia ....0.-. 


New York..... 
Illinois .....+- 
Pennsylvania. . 
North Carolina 


New York... 2s.» 


New Hampshire ........ 


Connecticut ... 


Alabama 2.00.0 s0% 


New York..... 


+; Virginia .....e0. 


England ..... 


| Virginia ...... 


Maryland .... 
New York..... 
New York 
North Carolina 


Georgia..... 


New York...... 


New York... 


ee 


. Vermont ..... 
Virginia . seat eee 
-| Virginia ...... 
' 

Tennessee..... 


Maryland .... 


9] WAPANID osi<0u 7 
a ae ; | 
25 LOzde0s00e) INOW ROPK 50 se0s00c0ceee] 


eeee 


eeeeee 


John Adams. 
Porpoise. 


Philadelphia. 

Peacock, Pacific ocean. 
Constellation. 

Leave of absence. 
Brandywine. 
Brandywine. 


Cyane. 


Constellation. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


.| United States. 
... New York station. 


West India squadron. 
Constellation. 


| Constellation. 
' New York station. 


| Cyane. 


Waiting orders. 

Navy yard, Norfolk. 
Mediterranean squadron. 
Shark. 

Constitution. 

Peacock. 


| Constitution. 
Constellation. 


eeeeeeeee! 


eeeeeeves) 


eee eeeeee 


27, 1823.....-| District of Columbia .... 
November 14, 1823.....- | District of Columbia ....| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Cyane. 
Constitution. 
Constitution. 
Furlough. 
Hornet. 
United States. 
United States. 
Ontario. 
United States. 
Ontario. 











NAVAL 


REGISTER. 


Naval register for 1826—Minsnipmen—Continued, 


Names. 


Date of commission. 








eeeeee este 


John H. Maulsby....--eeeee- 
John Stoney Missroom .. 
A. H. Marbury.......-. 
William McBlair ... 
Henry Mifflin ..-.++.- 
Augustus Marrast -eseseeececeeeee sees 


Oe 
or ee 


Edwin W. Moore ..sseesseceee eee 
John K. Mitchell .......... 
Matthew F. Maury ...-+...5. 
Henry Moore. ..++eeeececeeeeeeeee evees 
James W. Marshal 
Henry Kip Mower «+++ eeeececececeseeees 


LToratio G. Myers. .see cece seeeesceveeees| 
N. 
Robert H. Nichols.... 


{ 


eect esse eses essere 


John S. Nichols ...-cccscccess cscccceees 
Joseph M. Nicholson......e+e+ eeseee cece 
Frederick A. Neville...+++ ceeeee one ies 


Lloyd B. Newell... cece cece seeeeceevees 
William H. Noland. 
SiaES INOUIG 0 4.5 ce wists sreleb eles eo 6s.c ciecei alee 


| 
ee ee ee ee 


eoreesccs eeee 


Jefferson Nailor ....... 


0. 
William S. Ogden. ..ee cece cece ccccceeees, 
Gabriel A. O'Brien «2... cece vceccccecees, 


eoee se eee eee cesses eoseseses| 


Lewis Ogden .. 

Py | 
John W. Palmer..... 
John Pope . 
Levin M. Powell........ 
Reuben R. Pinkham ...6 2... ceeeceee eves! 


eeereeeeeeeee eens 
William Pearson....seseeeeee oe 
Ilugh Y. Purviance.... 
Henry Pinckney ....cccecececseeccccevee| 


Alexander F. Porter...+.eseseee wail 
James M. Prevost 
Amasa Paine, jreesececeeceeeceeees 
2 Wier BIGKCEINre 1s o1cis'vivieisicies cose isisis’sielviele 
Lawrence Pennington.... 
William D. Porter 
James S. Palmer .....eseeeee 
Charles H. Poor .... 
George A. Prentiss... ceccccceccescccees 


seee eee cere 


Richard L. Page ..000 cess ccssscsesesses 


PWV MUINEDTH RPO UCT 0; 0% 00:6 1eseiek eves eevee wiawesesle’s 


R. 
ATW] TMOHEE AW? o:e:0 o:0:aisicioverersieiaigierelsiave.eiels 
Edmund M. Russel ....... 
John G. Rodgers ...++..+-. 
Jon M. Rinker .06 <e<esicee cece es 


Cadwalader Ringgold . sec ecceccee ceeeee 
Hillary TH. RHOdesse< cocccsce ssc -ceces 


ROUEDL rs EROUD oie 6050s c0ceee ore 
Daniel L. Randolph....... 
Quinton Ratcliffe ...... 


Frederick Rogers. ..2.200000 cccess ceeeee 


Wallan ROWAN <-06:0:06:<6.050.00.000% jets 
H. EB. V. Robinson «0006+ 50060 eee eees 
James Hl. Rowan.....--- NOMOEE 
Horatio N. Russell ....... 
Charles S. Renshaw....---. 
John A. Russ ...... 


Wallin RAGEOR 465.5% ser0s.0e sccdeoweds 


| 
eeoes et oses 
ee 
eoeee eres eees 


eoocee eoorcPeeseeeore 


MD HOT TG Ses ER UNEELTIIG o1s!0 916: o:bior0 e.e'eiesore ei ee erel 


s 


John Swartwout ...cccceccccccsccccccees 
| 


Jonathan W. Sherburne. ....eseeceseeees 
i ae ae ee 
Thomas 0. Selfridge seen eee cece eeee eres, 
Albert G. Slaughter ..+..ccccececccecece, 


OE SPT CRC 


| April 


| January 


September 1, 


| May 
-.| January 


| July 


| November 30, 


-.| January 
| March 


| April 
| July 


| January 


| September 6, 
| May 


| March 


21, 1824...... 
27, 1824.00 
14, 1824...... 
November 16, 1824...... 
1, 1824..... 
. ee 


> 1825....4. 


June 
July 


December 


January 
ee 


1 
1 
February 1 
1, 1825...... 
1 
i 


February 
March 
March 
March 


» 1825.. 
9 1825.. 00. 
Ty 1825.cise0<| 


November 25, 1825......! 


1811... 2006! 


June GO, TSS. ci 
| August 30, 1816...... 


18205 6:00 
Bo. commen 
TO23 hice! 
te): omer 
VS2Gistesiesec 


May 10, 
May 10, 
December 13, 
27, 

1, 


26, 
1, 
1, 


1820... 206. 
1825.20. 
1825... 06+. 


January 
March 

i ars 
1816.. 6.46 


May 30, 


March 1, 1817..200] 
January 1, 1818...... 
January 1, 1818...... 
November 3, 1818...... 
November 3, 1818...... 
March 19, 1819... 2.6. 
November12, 1819...... 


eoee 


1822.. 
1822... 200. 
1822.. 2.6. 
1823... 2006 
1825...... 
1825... 200. 
1825... 206. 
1825.06. 


1825.. 


May 1, 
May 1, 
November 22, 
January 


1, 
1, 
1, 
March 1, 
Mareh 1, 


12, 


4, 
18, 
4, 
1, 
4, 
10, 


1805...06. 
1812... 0006, 
1817...06. 
1818......| 
1819...++6) 
1820.. 
1821...... 
1822... 0066) 
1823.. 


’ 
» 1823... 00. 
’ 


June 
July 





March 
May micas 
1, 
February 1 


4 
March 4, 1823%..: 
4 


’ sees 
March 9 1828... e000] 
August 19, 1823......) 
January 1, 1825...... 
January 1, 1825...... 


March 
March 
October 


i ee 
1, BBB. 
24, 1825...0.. 


| | 
November 9, 1813......! 


November30, 1814...... 
July 4, 1817...6..! 
January 1, 1818...... 
November 3, 1818....... 
March 24, :1219......! 


GeOrgia. esceecscoeeee » 


Birth place. | 
| 


Maryland ..cccccceccee! 
South Carolina ........ -| 
District of Columbia .... 
Maryland .....ccceveee 


Pennsylvania. .......e+ 
| 


| 


AVADOMNG S650 Kcs6.ccc0800 
Virginia ....e cece cceces 
Florida .... 


Tennessee ....... 


VEGI 5's Saleloc ¢cxe/eisie ees 
Kentucky ...cecccecces 
New York... 


eeP wesc eees 


INGW “V O8 ies ccticc ces ces« 
Virginia. occ cece cece: 
Maryland. .... 
Ohio. 


Constellation. 
Constellation. 
Constellation. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Brandywine. 
West India squadron. 
Hornet. 
West India squadron. 
srandy wine. 


| Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 


Brandywine. 
Constitution. 


Receiving ship, New York. 
Waiting orders. 

Leave of absence. 
Porpoise. 

Constitution. 





Virginia. .20ecccccceces| 


Kentucky. sss. eseeeeee| 
Mississippi. ...0.seeeees 


INGW ¥ OF Ke oisin' es cicie vsinees 
Pennsylvania... ..+.see- 
New York... ccccccceee 


Connecticut .......seee 
MISTNGi so cleinie waerc.ccie eve 
Virginia .....ccee econ: 
Massachusetts. 


Ontario. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
West India squadron. 


Brandywine. 
Cyane. 
Brandywine. 


Waiting orders. 

Constitution. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Furlough. 





New Jerscy cccesseesees 
Maryland ..-.ecececeee 
Maryland ..cccesseeeee 
Delaware.. 
New York 
Vermont...... 
New Hampshire ........ 
Pennsylvania ...+.+.+-- 


eoeseeese! 


Massachusetts .....e+++) 
New Jersey cecesccecces 
Massachusetts ..+++- eee 
New Hampshire ........ 
Virginia ...ee cee eeeees 
District of Columbia ...., 

| 
Pennsylvania. ...+++ eee! 
Massachusetts ..+++++.s 
Maryland .....eseeeees 


Pennsylvania. ....ee+-ee) 


Maryland ....-seeeceee 
District of Columbia .... 


Virginia... cece cveccces! 


Rhode Island......--0+0- 


Virginia ..... cece ceeeee! 


Maryland ..seececeeees 
Ole es nase sinces eens once 
Missouri ... 
New York ....... 
Massachusetts...+..... 


merase 
Pennsylvania .....ee-- 
MAiiG cccec.ccesececccs 
Missouri ....cccecccees 
OBO cvisievesinsivncciceeeee 


New York ..ccccceecees 
New Hampshire .......- 
New Hampshire ........ 


| Massachusetts .e+ee wee 


Virginia .....sescceeees 
Maryland 


Waiting orders. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
United States. 

New York station. 

Waiting orders. 

Constitution. 

Leave of absence. 

United States. 

Brandywine. 

New York. 

John Adams. 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Brandywine. 

Peacock. 


Rendezvous, Philadelphia. 
United States. 
Constellation. 
Philadelphia. 


| Leave of absence. 


Waiting orderg. 

Constitution. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
' Peacock. 

| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
| Leave of absence. 


-| West India squadron. 


| Cyane. 


-| John Adams. 


| Charlestown Navy yard. 
| Brandywine. 
Navy yard, New York. 


| Waiting orders. 

| Surveying Florida coast. 

Waiting orders. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Constellaticn. 

North Carolina 74. 











ITA ST SEE SE I EE TEE EIT ES 


NAVAL AFFAIRS. 








Names. 


Thompson D. Shaw «e+e seeeseeees 
Samuel Swartwout..++++ .s+- sees 
Thomas Sands...+ssceccessceecccccesses| 
Joseph Stallings .-++.+++..- paeee ee 


Naval register for 1826—Mipsuipmex—-Continued, 


| Date of commission. Birth place. 


ee May 10, 1820..... Pennsylvania. ..-+++ eee. 
seoee-| May 10, 1820.....| New York.....seeeeees 
| May 10, 1820.....| Maryland ........0.000| 
May 10, 1820.....| Maryland ......sseeees 


| 
Samuel W. *<o Reree, December 1, 1821...-.| New Jersey eeoeeecseeee 
Sanford A. Street ....--ceseee penne March 4, 1822.....| New York .eseeeeee eves) 
David M. Stokes ....0..seseeeeseeeseees| May 1, 1822.....! North Carolina ......+06| 
Francis Stone ...eeceeceeeccceceeeces .-| May 1 1622...003| New Mersey o2<+s 00000 
Edward Schermerhorn......seeseeeeeeeee| May SARR2: occa UNGW. NOIK wicisccuesaGens 
William J. Slidell....++.+e-+eeeeeeeeees| January 1, 1823.....; New York ......- enki 
Philip A. Stockton...-eseseseeeeeeeeeres | February 1, 1823.....| New Jersey ...0.00+ cece} 
Arthur Sinclair, jr......- (eees shee >e eee 


Wy sllinen eMith . 0000 ccs 0000 0200 500000 


Henry Skinner, jresseeeeseeeeeceeeeeeers | 
eo ceeeee | March 4, 1823..... Tennessee ....sseeeeeeee| 


Grey Skipwith .....sseceeeeeeeees 
Augustus R. Strong..-++--- 


| March er ree 
| March 4, 1823.....| Kentucky .0.++escceeee| 
March 4, 1823..... Pennsylvania. ....eeeeee | 


June PO, ABvoscses| WNW osaweusnsoneuosess 


Lloyd L. Spilman.......-- (ose w ee eeee a | August 19, 1823.....| Virginia ..... penwiaeees | 
Jonathan W. Swift ...+.ccseeceesceee - August 25, 1823. ..++| Massachusetts... 0000 
Cary W. Selden. ...+-++-+++ cee eeee eres] November 16, 1824..... Virginia eee eeeeeeeeee) 
James Southard ...+....seeeeeeeeeeeeees) November 16, 1824..... New Jersey s+eeseeseeee) 
James B. Sullivan....sseesseeeeceeeeee+| December 1, 1824....., Massachusetts......0+:| 
Sa OOMBAED on coscibess cosecssccsonesss] Ciauary 1, 1825....., Virginia ..... sb ih on Vae Ae 
Benjamin S. Slye...e+seeeeeees scccccee| March 1, 1825.....| District of Columbia .... 


N. G. C. Slaughter ....eeeee cree ceeeeees 
James F. Schenck. .-++ esccccescccesecs 


T. 


William B. G. Taylor....-.sseeees | 
Alexander Thompson.....- ecccecccesossc| | 


John Leeds Thomas. .+++seeeceeees 
Séudeses OMY i; SIG sss New WHEE See eee 


Griffen Tompkins .....eeeeeseees 


Elias C. Taylor. esosseecceeccceees 
Robert D. Thorburn .....see cece cece cees 
Charles C. Turner ...0 ccoccceccece 


| March 1, 1825..... Kentucky......60 sees 
July pO. 22891 MONO ues sssueoesasees 


— 


seeeee | February 13, 1815..... North Carolina ......... 
October 26, 1815....- New York ...c-eeeeeees 


eoeeee| January 1, 1818..--. Maryland .....sseeseees 


-.e.-| January 1, 1819...-. New Jersey ..seeeeseeee 


| March —.30, 1820.....) Virginia ......sseeeeeee 
seekee | May 10, 1820. ....| Virginia .....0.cccesees 


Edward G, Tilton. ....sseeeeeeeeeeceeere| May 1, 1822..... Delaware .sseeceecseces 
Henry K. Thatcher .....--++++0+- paaeee| March 4, 1823..+++ Maine .esesseeeseeeees 
Benjamin J. Totten. .-.esseeeeeeece oeee.| March BS AGLSp ores MOD seoa sees ssiecaen eset 
John W. Tark..ssccsccccesscs seen osee)| ORR 4, 1823.....| New York.....cccscoves 
Peter Turner ..-cccesccoecees teeeeeeeee! March 4, 1823.....| Rhode Island. ..........| 
Charles A. Thompson «+++ seeeseeeereres| August 27, 1823..... Maryland.......- veeeee| 
Huchrod Wi. TOINeLs <<sssccesssecsersace| Votober 21, 1824... Virginia ....00+ ceceeeee! 

: ..| January 1, 1825...0.5| Virginia 2... 0s. Sees 


Alfred Taylor ...+.eseeeeeereees eee 
Paul H. Trapier......-+- pee ere ee 
William D. B. Trotter ..........seeeee++| January BS Lee 


Henry Tooley .se+-see eee cceeeees 


U. 


George P. Upshur. ..-+seeeeeeeeceeeeeees) April 


oooees| January 1, 1825.....; South Carolina ......... 
Kentucky 222. .cccccccs 


eaane’ January 1, 1825..... Mississippi ...eeeeeseee 


23, 1818....6 Virginia ..cccceeecccess| 
March A AG2o. sce. | INOW ROIKss6s 1000005055) 


Richinn ll Shs MIRRET. nics scnewasensewesns | 
| | 
v. | | 
James K. Vallette.....+-+seeeceeeeeeeee| June 1, 1815...... Pennsylvania. .....++++! 
G. J. Van Brunt .....scevees hebebehises| CORaNEy 1, 1518.....' New en Ore | 


Alexander Van Dyke ..--+esseeeeeee eevee) May 
H. H. Van Rensselacr.......++ see 


Sqrandt MS Wallon skiis cuss. orcs ene oenss] 
Pedro Carriera Valdes. ..++++s+++ee+eeee+) June 165 2825.0605) CHUE cc0s0sss s00e0ee0es 


W. 


Wm. 8. J. Washington...+++ sseeeeceeees 


10; DR20 002%) DOMMEBSOE <4 005500004 
seoee+| May 10, 1820. ...+| New York ..es0eecccces| 
December 1, 1821..... District of Columbia ... 


| Hebraary 4, 9812.....| Varginin «..20s%<00s00% 


Clement S. Whittington.......++e+seee0.) June 18, 1812.....| Maryland ....... swnlewent 
William G. Woolsey ..ceseee cere ceee eves! January 1, 1817.....| Pennsylvania .... Senees 
Dudley i bdcd dn ckioneeccansdecsinsl OOP 8, 1818.....; Massachusetts ....+ see. 
Sohn Wh WEEE - see seeen scene: eanceeses| November 3, IB1Bi.<s% Pennsylvania. ...... ey 


William C. Whittle. .....eceecescvcecees 
Hampton Westcott ..... pseahe ee ee 
George J. Willard. ...sseesseeccceccoees | May 1, 1822.....) Ohio........ ebeseenie es 


Ses BAG WISI -os6 cbse oeceuese 
Dems BAL WTI 3640 50% 0405.50000% 
Gabriel G. Williamson .........-0. 


T. M. Washington......+esee. cove 


Charles E. Wadsworth ...-..eeeee. 
Dudley G. Woodbridge...+...+.+06 
| eee 
Thomas S. Wayne ....eresceescees 


May 10, 1820....., Virginia .......secceees 
May 10, 1820.....) New Jersey .s+e.seeseee 


--eee| February 1, 1823.....) Virginia .......sceeeees 
eeeeee| March 4, 1823.....) Connecticut .... +0. ..e.! 
2, 1824.....) Virginia ..0..ccceccccee| 


sseeee] Dane 
| October 21, 1824....-) Maryland .......eeeeee 
eeeeee| December 1, 1824..... District of Columbia....! 
| ) PS cy ey Massachusetts.......+-| 
ee 


ee re 


sooeee| January 





eoeeee) January 
eee! January 


Philadelphia. 

New York station. 
Furlough. 

West India squadron. 
United States. 

Ontario, Mediterranean. 
Navy yard, Norfolk. 


| West India squadron. 


United States. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Constitution. 


| Leave of absence. 


West India squadron. 

Spark. 

New York. 

United States. 

Peacock. 

Leave of absence. 

North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


Cyane. 

Leave of absence. 
Constellation. 
Hornet. 


Furlough. 

New York station. 
Furlough. 

Norfolk station. 
Waiting orders. 


| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


Constitution. 

New York station. 

United States, Pacific ocean. 
Mediterranean squadron. 
Constellation. 

Cyane. 

United States, Pacifie ocean. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
New York station. 

Mediterranean squadron. 


| Constellation. 


West India squadron. 


United States, Pacific ocean. 
Furlough. 


West India squadron. 
West India squadron. 
Sloop Boston. 

Pacifie squadron. 


-| Leave of absence. 
| United States, Pacific ocean. 


Recciving ship Alert. 
Waiting orders. 

New York station. 
Rendezvous, Charlestown. 
Leave of absence. 

Hornet. 

Sloop Erie, Mediterranean. 


| West India squadron. 
| Peacock. 


Constitution, Mediterranean. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Shark. 

Sloop Boston. 


West India squadron. 
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Names. | Date of commission. Birth place. Duty. 
Edward Worthington .....eecesseeseeees | March 1, 1825..... Kentucky ....+..seeeee Norfolk station. 
John T. Wallace ...++++eeeee elaleeieresoise= | March 1, 1825..... Indiana....... cecceeeee! Constellation. 
George B. Wingerd .-++++seeeeeeeee eeee-| March By W825 | District of Columbia ...-| 
John Weems . «+++ seeeee Pare sane eens | March VAS 25 e-c5%i District of Columbia ....| Grampus. 
John Wm. Willis. ..++ see eeeeees SC ODO. | May 1, 1825.....| Virginia ....... seeee Brandywine. 
John C. Winans 00. covscccccccccccceces| July PTS 2 Bias ereicce!| UOMO metciass:esaieiceracnevee Porpoise. 
Bezaleel Wells, jr.sscecscescesccecceeces | July 2) SOR ini) WIS Sic tsnincesccsenes 
Alexander W. Wilson. .....seeeeeeceeeee| November 22, 1825..... Virginia ...ceccccceece: Porpoise. 
William W. Whetcroft...0 sss ssceccesee| cece ccocccccccccccecccs| Maryland ..ccocceeeeee| New York. 

| 
¥. | 
Thomas H. Yeatman......ceeeee Bade | May po aage iQOt aca tancitccavausoee| Navy yard, Norfolk. 
John Young.....-- O eeeveves rete eeee eee! March 4, 1823.....| Pennsylvania.......++++ | Leave of absence. 
Alexander K. Yancey.....+- Sisteisalee eels | April 1, 1825. ....| Virginia «...ecccecccees | Store ship, Decoy. 
SAILING MASTERS. 
William Knight .. csccecccesseeese eeeee! October 2, 1799...-.| Pennsylvania. ....++ wee. Navy yard, Philadelphia. 
Edward Barry «seesseeeee We Gee owes February 28, 1809. oil Makers cave Navy yard, Washington. 
Jonathan D. Ferris ....+ esse cess cece eves February 28, 1809.....| New York......-eeeeees New Orleans. 
Lewis B. Page ..sesccsccscccsccsccecces March 9, 1809.... ‘| Virginia ....cccccsceees Navy yard, Gosport. 
Salvadore CatalanO.scecceeccceces ateiinotas August 9, 1809...--| Sicily....... erelectarecaere as Navy yard, Washington. 
Augustus Ford ....--+++. Seeieelae tes eeeee! March 28, 1810..... | South Carolina ....... Sackett’s Harbor. 
Daniel Jones .eseecsecccececeeccececeses| May 8, 1812.....| England ....... avin ove Steam frigate, Fulton. 
Biscoc S. Doxey...... oS 0cescceccecccee June 24, 1812..... Maryland .....-- ecieiiiess Baltimore station. 
Abram B. Bloodgood......sseeeeeees June 25, 1812..-+., New York ...cceeeeeeee| New York station. 
Ropert: MN0Kicc.ccceseccewccs Beale eiss July 20, 1812..... Massachusetts ......-.-| Navy yard, Charlestown. 
James B. Potts..... NO GORDO DEO DUO DUOC July 24, 1812 sees England ....+++ sees Navy yard, Gosport. 
William Vaughan .oeeceseccseceee coves August 22, 1812.....| Pennsylvania. .......... Sackett’s Harbor. 
Marmaduke Dove....eesee esses e cccees August 29, 1812..... Maryland....-+........| Navy yard, Washington. 
Daniel Dobbins...... BYerugieisleleieiereties one September 16, 1812..... | Pennsylvania....... «-++| Waiting orders. 
Cornelius Bennett. .... cece scee cee a ndtesve December 9, 1812.....; Massachusetts..+++eeee- Newport, Rhode Island. 
Charles F. Waldo......- BO SIC eee -«.| March 10, 1813.....| Massachusetts..........| Navy yard, Charlestown. 
John Clough ..cccvceeccccccce cccece eee] July 3, 1813.06. Massachusetts...-++ 2... Receiving ship, New York. 
F. H. Ellison ...esesecsceccssccceceeeee| July 3, 1813..-..| England ....-++... eeeee! Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York. 
Francis Mallaby.... see sseescseccce cece July 3, 1813..... | New York. ...- 2.00000. Furlough. 
Nathaniel Stoodly ....-- SOno NOne Gar eeeee| August 14, 1813...-+| New Hampshire ........| Navy yard, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Thomas Rutter. eee cseecceeseccceees November 9, 1813...--| Maryland ...+-++...ee- Furlough. 
Joseph Lindsay...+-++ ie maiaiekioe ee March 17, 1814.....| Massachusetts .........| Furlough. 
William T. Malbone .......+-- cece ecenes April 4, 1814.....' Rhode Island..........- Receiving ship, Norfolk. 
Samuel C. Hixon. o.00 000. sccscsseces April 30, 1814. eee, Massachusetts.....eee0- Sloop Boston. 
D.S. Stellwagen ...ceccceccseccceces May 14, 1814..... Pennsylvania..-.+.-+++-| Philadelphia. 
James Ferguson ...+eeee eee ° we May 27, 1814. .06. GW VOLE 60.dic0siccccnces Cyane. 
Robert S. Tatem ...se.seeee sare alswiosietces July 21, 1814.2... Pennsylvania......+e++- Navy yard, Gosport. 
Philip S. Meyers... eeeeees Seer ee November 18, 1814....6, New York..seeseeeseees Furlough. 
Joseph Williston......+++- paanresieeincieoos November 26, 1814.....| Massachusetts .......-. Leave of absence. 
Richard Dealy ..... SOD OCOCOONOOUL esee+| December 6, 1814..... Treland .......- ccc cees Furlough. 
William Miller......-.... aveinre lelsvelereictes ers January 28, 1815..... Scotland ......eeeeeee- Philadelphia. 
Nahum Warren. ....csssssccecccsecccees February 6, 1815..... New Hampshire ........| Leave of absence. 
Henry Worthington. ........ cece eeeeeeee May 2, 1815.. Maryland ......... +--+! New York station. 
John Carlton..... Pee war Mare eensieeers July 4, 1815 --| Massachusetts ........-| United States, Pacific ocean. 
A. Cunningham ...eeseeceee cece secc cece November 15, 1815..---| South Carolina ......+.. Norfolk station. 
SOUN ROVINSON <6:00:0-0ssdiccesscce seve sees November 27, 1815..... Massachusetts...--..e+-- | Boston station. 
James Tewksbury. sees ceseccce cess veoees December 14, 1824..--- Massachusetts......+-+- Erie, Pennsylvania. 
Peter Carson 2200+ ccccccse cosccsees osee November 1, 1816..... | Pennsylvania.....++.... North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
John Quin... .seceeeeeee Nismweeeisenleleicuie November 1, 1816.....! Pennsylvania. .......... | Furlough. 
A. W. Macomb ....cscccees cccccces cove July 25, 1818....-' New York.... ceeeeeees| Furlough. 
S. J. Dusenberry........ Uiemwsieieelsesioate June 2, 1821.06! New Yourkecccccescecces | Ohio 74, New York. 
N. A. Prentiss ....0.cce-cccccccccceeee.| January 22, 1823..... Massachusetts..eeeeeess Navy yard, Portsmouth, N. H. 
MPRCOU: CUA: race: b 10/0 1ei0n 10's Gia sielosieis wieeie wees August 5; 1826. s60 Maryland Ss ee Frigate Constellation, 
Sailing masters—43. 
BOATSWAINS. 
Edward Linscott......++- occ ccceees March 29, 1809..... | Massachusetts......++.. ; Navy yard, Gosport. 
David Eaton..... Meialeheie sere axetets eases August 8, 1812.0. | Pennsylvania. ......+-+- Navy yard, Washington. 
Thomias Re Smith: ..0060secececccssccess November 5, 1814.....| New York .............| New York station. 
John Wo0ds.....scecccess ccccce Doswieie -| July §, 1815.....| New Jersey ............| Navy yard, Philadelphia. 
James Banks....esscesscescceseseeceree) July 21, 1817.....| New York......e0.. ».-| New York station. 
MOTEED TIN oin's oe 0 019566: 4i0 10i0' 6.6 orerniore wiclereresleles June DO, SIS ciel! leviietccc: cameos eeseceee| Leave of absence. 
James Evans. ..sssesseececceceeeceeeeee| January 1, 1819...../ Pennsylvania ..........| United States, Pacific ocean. 
William Smith ......ccccscccccecces -s--| January 1, 1819...++| Massachusetts..........! Corvette Cyane. 
Simon Jordan ...ecccccccecccccccecccces October 9, 1819. ....) Maine .o.ceccccsceececs! Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York. 
ALOR TCO NTN 99500 Bodued OOO OAAOCOCOIUnG December 7, 1819.....| Maryland ..... seeeeees! Sloop Ontario. 
James Thayer...-++.seeeeees o ceccee cone April 1, 1822.....| New York ......... sees! Grampus. 
David Wesley...... eee aie brow eee Reieats June SRG O eta orele| csiethioubeccceeecce wees -| John Adams. 
John Ball...... Pree reat ave NE Wp PMB) ccccccsineieséscocccccs| Commiibatians 
Boatswains—13. | 
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GUNNERS. 


ee ‘ : 


Names. Date of commission. | Birth place. | Duty. 


15, 1809 .... .| Greece ...seeeeeeeeeeee North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 


George Marshall....-s+eseeeeeseeeeeeces) July 
North Carolina .......... New Orleans. 


George Jackson. ..+esseeseeeceeeeeeeeees) February 2, 1810..+-++ 


Stephen Jones...sseeeseeeeee cccccccccss| May 6, 1813......, New York.......+.-++++ Steam frigate, Fulton. 
Thomas Barry.-++.ee+eees cceseceecsosee| SULY 2, 1814.....-, Pennsylvania........---, Navy yard, Washington. 
James Bogman ..+++eeeeeeeeeceeseeeeees, December 14, 1815..+++-| Rhode Island ......-+- | Navy yard, Gosport. 
Folin GH sos s0'000 000000050000 00800200| CUNC 17, 1817...---, Massachusetts ....+.... Constitution. 


John Blight......ceeseeseeecececceeeees, May 3, 1821...+++| New York.....-++ «+++; Navy yard, Brooklyn. 


Samuel Hebberd......cceeeecccccceeccee) January 23, 1822...06+) sececcceeccens seeeeeeee Eric, Mediterrancan. 


Walter Cochran 2.00 cscocccccccecscccses| JUNC 8, 1822..-+++, Treland .eseeeeeececees Hornet. 
Thomas Stanley ....s+sseeeceeeceeeeees August 16, 1823....+.| England...... «+++++++, West India squadron. 


Joseph Andrews ...eeeeseceeecesceveeees November 24, 1823 ..e00+) seeeeceeceeeereeeceeees) Cyane. 


Asa Curtis ..--+ pee shbuseebe nese abeeusen | CMMRER 1, 1825.....+| sccccccccecerscccccccee! Navy yard, Charleston. 
Gunners—12. | 
CARPENTERS. 
Richard Thomas...-cssecececcecececceee, SAmUaAry 22, 18ld4eseeee| cecccccecveecceeeceeees| Constitution. 
Zaccheus R. Fuller ..-eseseeeceeoceeeees, April 12, 1815...---| Massachusetts.....-+-++ Boston station. 


John Snider...+.eeeeseecceccccecesesees) January 1, 1818...... Pennsylvania ......-+++, John Adams. 
Nehemiah Parker...-..+++-+seeeeeeseeees January 27, 1827....--| Massachusetts.......... Charlestown navy yard. 


William E. Sheffield .....-.+e+eeeeeeeeee April 8, 1820...-+-| Connecticut ............ New York station. 
John Justice .......seeceescccccceeecees| December 12, 1820.....-| New Jersey ...0..+eee0+| Erie station. 
Samuel Phillips ....eeeeccceeescoccoeees, May 24, 1S21...-++| New Jersey ..e.eeeeeens Leave of absence. 
Thomas Armstrong.+++.sseseeee soeeeees June 17, 1822....-+) Pennsylvania ......++++ North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
John Fisher....ccccecccccoccccsecceseccss| March 20, 1823.....- Virginia ..... eoeeeeeees Waiting orders. 
Isaac White—acting ....eseeceeeeeeeeees November 29, 1825..00++ .seeccecseceeeecececees Frigate Constellation. 
Carpenters—10. | 
SAILMAKERS. 
Charles Cassell .....-. scsseescececeeees| September 27, 1813.....; Genoa .cececceeeceeeeee| Navy yard, Washington. 
William Baldwin ...00.00cccecseseecssse May 21, 1817....-| North Carolina ...+..+s¢| Waiting orders. 
Henry Van Voorhees.......+eseeeeeeeess August 11, 1819..... baiibarncbkesannenaniel Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean. 
Benj'n B. Burchstead.......+.e+eeeeeee- April 5, 1821....-| Massachusetts..... ..-- | Waiting orders. 
Isaac Hall ....cccccccccccescccsvccccsee| April 1, 1822.....| Maryland .........++---)| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean. 
Nathan S. Angell. .cesssecseeeccesseees June 1, 1822.....| Connecticut .....+++-..., Navy yard, Gosport. 
James R. Childs....sccecssescccccseccee, JUNE 8, 1822.....| Maryland ......+.+.++-+) Sloop Hornet. 
Nathaniel B. Peed ..00.020 csccccce cccese October 22, 1823.....-] Virginia ......eeese++++! Frigate United States. 
Amos Lewis....... cece eceeeecceeeeeees January 3, 1825....-) Massachusetts ......... | Frigate Constellation. 
Sailmakers—9. 





MARINE CORPS. 


Date of— 


Names. eee ert ee ante rears aaa Birth place. Station. 
Commission. Brevet rank. 





Arch‘d Henderson, Lt. Col. Com’t October 17, 1820.| ...+++.seeeeeeeeees Virginia, . ..++.++. Head-quarters. 





CAPTAINS. 
R. Smith, Lt, Colonel by brevet.: March 13, 1812.; March 3, 1825. Maryland..........| Commanding at New York. 
R. D. Wainwright, Major by brevet September 29, 1812. March 3, 1823. South Carolina ..... Commanding at Charlestown. 
Wm. Anderson, Major by brevet. June 18, 1814. March 3, 1825. Pennsylvania.. ...-| Commanding at Norfolk. 
f Samuel Miller, Major by brevet... June 18, 1814. August 24,1814. Massachusetts .-... Commanding at Philadelphia. 
| John M. Gamble, Major by brevet June 18, 1814. April 19, 1816. New Jersey ........ Commanding at Portsmouth. 
i Samuel E. Watson........++++++ March 28, 1820. ...cecccececeesecee Virginian ...++-+++-, Navy yard, Washington. 
William H. Freeman....-- eoseee! July 17, 1821.| ....scccccececceces! Connecticut ........| New York. 
; Joseph L. Kuhn, Paymaster.....| June 28, 1823.| ...ccccccscescccess| Maryland ........-| Head-quarters. 
Charles R. Broom....-++.....-.. Mareh 7, 1824. weseeceeee eeveeeee Delaware ...+.-++++! North Carolina, Mediterrancan. 
Captains—9. 
f FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
| Levi Twiggs, Captain by brevet..’ June 18, 1814. March 3, 1825.| Georgia...+..++e+++| Frigate Constellation. 
; John Harris, Captain by brevet.. June 18, 1814. March 3, 1825.) Pennsylvania.....--| Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
Thomas A. Linton ........++++++ April 18, 1817. niiineeen Virginia ..........., Gosport, Virginia. 
4 Richard T. Auchmuty....---.+.- April BE PENT.) sscrssse eeeeseseeee, Rhode Island ...-.+| On furlough. 
; James Edelin ......0-.+eee+e+++ April 18, 1817. ...ceeeeseeceeeeeee, Maryland ........-| Frigate United States. 
P. G. Howle, Adjutant and Ins. April 06, PURE) caccssictinnscccses| Vie teeeeeee) 
Elijah J. Weed, Quartermaster.. March BP) ABIG.| 2 clases ewcn cece cess) SONDNEVIVANIG. ses Head-quarters. 
Joseph C. Hall....eeeeeeeseeeee March Bp ABLOs! Gsneeedeees ancswcws| PBIOIUDG. « seven JI 
William W. Dulany............. June ROSSI.) cess sseeeeceeeeee, District of Columbia | Mediterranean. 
Thomas S. English........+-..-- August 11, 1819. ......+.seee+eeee++, Massachusetts .....| Frigate Brandywine. 
Thomas B. Barton..........++++ October 17, 1820. ....sse+eeeeeeeeee0, Pennsylvania.......| On recruiting service. 





George W. Walker......+...+++- March 3, 1821.) ...+-- teseeeeeeesee District of Columbia! New York. 
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Date of — | | 
Names. a a" es | Birth place. | Station. 
| Commission. | Brevet rank. | 
| a+ =~ eee - - Pee aeeeY see Sn ae I a ek 
Charles Grymes. eee ceeeeseoeees | July 20, 1821 .| Cree ecee neces ceeeees Virginia asd ake e ow | Gosport, Virginia. 
George D. Brewerton «+-++++++s | September 17, 1821 | So teeeeee | New York....csecee | Portsmouth. 
Ward Marston....+-+: ++. seeeees | October 30, 1821.) «1... ee eee se eee eens | Massachusetts ..... | Charlestown. 
Charles C. Tupper ....... coveees January, (Zi ES22 6). wee wecie siisersciseiarers Tndianass00 sees | On furlough. 
Augustus A. Nicholson...-++.... May Zils WBZ) «6. c,njevwiaiee isis eeececes South Carolina..... | Sloop Frie. 
James M’Cawley ..--seeecesseees | October Oem O mal sry aiorclomivisielacesisintesion Pennsylvania ...... | Philadelphia. 
Benjamin Macomber .....-.- eoece, April TROD as caytoleacieleawilewe Rhode Island....... | Corvette Cyane. 
Abraham N. Brevoort......+ee0: September 26, 1823.) ....cseeseeccccces NGW YOER cc ccccsece | North Carolina 74. 
Samuel S. Coejeman .......eeee. ' March SSE OCA croraceisnarbia lo wtorersteieroreiers New Jersey ...+0.- | Sloop Peacock. 
Andrew Ross ..++.e+es rere rere October SS Aer eer. fn | Wow Teste. 
William A. Bloodgood. ......+++- ame SEE) cosasaniee rcccins | New Works. :c006 | Corvette John Adams. 
First Lieutenants—23. | | | | 
| 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
Names. | Date of commission. | Birth place. | Station. 
Richard Douglass*......++.6- © cece ceccee | May WMS ODE waisice Pennsylvania ......++++ Sloop Hornet. 
Job G. Williams..eesseeeeceeceeeeeeeees May 7, 1822....++-| Massachusctts ....+.ee. Philadelphia. 
Charles F. Spering ....+ccseceescccccces | May 7, 1822. 00. Pennsylvania ......+++: Sloop Ontario. 
Alvin Edson.+++++seeeeeseeeseeeeeees vee) May 7, 1822.00 Vermont .......++++.++, Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
Horatio N. Crabb.......- eee cece ceeeee | May (Rice) peaooce | Pennsylvania ........6. Navy yard, Washington. 
Henry B. Tyler........+ seiner csceeeeee) March 3, 1823...006- Virginia .......++e+.... North Carolina 74. 
Joseph L. C. Hardy cvcevcccccccvceecces | Mareh 3, 1823. 2-200 WG Wo) OF lee wi cicierelceccaeiexs | New York. 
George F. Lindsay....cceeseseeccecceees | April 1, 1823......- Virginia ...cccccccccces Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
William A. Randolph. ...esececeeeeeeeee| July 30, 1823. ..4++- South Carolina ........ Brandywine. 
Landon N. Carter ..+..sseeeee ere | May _—-26, 1824....... rae Constellation. 
John G. Reynolds 6000 CO Wd . COs CEC ORO K OS | May 26, 1824. ....-- New Jersey he eoeeee! Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
Henry W. Fowler. ..+e-ceeseceeee peeeainn | May 96, 1S24... wees! Now Vorle wcxcccosesees Head-quarters. 
William T. Bourne....e+-. sees seveceeses) August 5, 1824...++++) Massachusetts. .....++++ | Gosport, Virginia. 
James D. Burnham.....cccecccssccceces | July 1, 1825. ..++++) New York .-seeceeeeee -| Head-quarters. 
Frederick Thomas 2.0.2.2 cececseesceees | July 1, 1825. 2.2006 | AVG TEM OIRE fo/s:evs:evaveieseievciernve Head-quarters. 
Francis C. Hall ..s+sesesscessseceee coe] July 5, 1825, .+2+++| Maryland .......2++ee+| Philadelphia. 
Constantine Smith........ee- seeeeseeeee| August 27, 1825...+++-| Ireland ...........+..+- Head-quarters. 
Second Lieutenants—17. | iN | 
NAVY AGENTS. 
Names. When appointed. | Expiration of com- | Birth place. Residence. 
mission. | | 
Enoch G. Parrott ......seecceeee April 21, 1821.) April 435 1825. New Hampshire ... .| Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Amos Binney. ..sesecesscceceees January 17,1812. February 15, 1825.) Massachusetts ..... Boston. 
Clement S. Hunt ......... eC ee ee Pere iniascoeaey | Maryland ........-. Newport, Rhode Island. 
James K. Paulding ........+.+.+. January 8, 1824. January 8, 1828.] New York.....-000 New York. 
George Harrison......20seeeeee + November 21, 1799. March 3, 1829. Pennsylvania .....- | Philadelphia. 
DAMES MIAO s:0010.0000, oee.cecees July 14, 1812. March 3, 1829.| Delaware ......e0- | New Castle, Delaware. 
James Beatty ..eeeeeeeeeeeeeees May 7, 1810.. March 3, 1829.| Maryland ........- | Baltimore. 
John Randall....... eocsccccccee; March 1, 1810. March 3, 1829.) Maryland ........- Annapolis. 
Miles King. .........0. Sislclesis ees March 27, 1816. March 3, 1829.| Virginia ..... see. Norfolk, Virginia. 
William Sinclair........... coves, ACting. .ccecceecoes | NCE Aee eee eaNee Massachusetts .....| Charleston, South Carolina. 
John P. Henry ....+.+eeeeeeeee- March 3, 1819., March 3, 1829.| Georgia....... +eeee) Savannahy Georgia. 
Nathaniel Cox........00.006 .ee. January 3, 1825. January Det O2 el ci ctorererelerorevaieeiepcisaisies | New Orleans. 
Samuel R. Overton ......-...... May 26, 1825.) ....eceereeees ervieieie| besisieeisies tee le eeeees | Pensacola. 
Michael Hogan. ...2cccecccccces| soccccscecscccceees Dela lacaiad sas isieieiniele Treland .......0.... Valparaiso. 
Richard M'Call ......sescccceee RSIS ase OeeAe||) Sales eT ere Pennsylvania ...... | Gibraltar. 
Baring, Brothers & Co. ...0. soos) sescesececce ereseuras we i RA AR Soares England ........+.- | London. 
NAVAL STOREKEEPERS. 
Names. | When appointed. Birth place. | Residence. | Salary. 
John P. Decatur......++.200.-+) October 21, 1823. Maryland ..... wel Portsmouth, New Hampshire .......+.-eee: $1,500 
George Bates. ...+sscccceecceecs | December 1, 1818. Massachusetts .....| Charlestown, Massachusetts .......ee0. eee | 1,700 
Tunis Craven. ....cccccccccceces | October 13, 1823. New Jersey.......- Brooklyn, New York......sesececcseceeces / 1,700 
Robert Kennedy.........- siereleye a) eisisieleie eieisicis sis cieis.sie Pennsylvania ....++| Philadelphia ........+.see00. aidecweatenees 1,200 
David Brearley. .-.+eeeeseeeceee April 1, 1823.) New Jersey ........ Washington ......+ccccccsccccecces sceee 1,700 
GARE Galt 6.6406 00 senacece cess November 14, 1822. Virginia ........--- | Gosport, Virginin. ....cssccceccceecces Saag 3700 
Samuel T. Anderson .......+.- | February 10, 1818. Maryland ..++++-++ IN Gwe ORIER NEE <:</cle'e, sx.0\e. sc ae) avieineles-eeele/eiela | 1,700 











* Entitled to promotion from April 26, 1825. 
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NAVAL CONSTRUCTORS. 





Names. | When appointed. | 
| 


John Floyd .sceceseceseces Seeds bake Oo 5 - 
Josiah Barker.....-.+e- pemeeews péehoxbes ccepeaeee | terees 
Samuel Hart ....+ ecccsccecceces Esee seers oabes eoet coe 
Samuel Humphreys ..--eeeeeeeee, cocceccecccecccsees em 





eevee 


William Doughty......... 
coeeeee| May 7, 1817 


“ee 


Francis Grice .... 


Evan Bowles, appointed (May 5, 1821) agent for the preservation of timber in Louisiana, suitable for naval purposcs........| 


Birth place, 


Pennsylvania 
evececcssce| Gosport, Virginia. ..0.cccecccecccccccesees| 


eeeeeees 


[No. 274, 








| 


Philadelphia ..... 


eee eeee eeeee 


VESSELS OF WAR OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 


Name. Rate. 
SHIPS OF THE LINE. 
Independence. .....seeeeeeees occ ccccccevcc cece cscs 74 
WY MEMEDPEON 5455 5.o45isi~ 50s i00s0b0e 0000000 S000 sans 74 
eer rere ere er Luseeusses 74 
CSSISDN 255505 ess son b's nae seb wens esse sa%s o209%0 74 
i cakeeaeiees sh nesasesesoo arsed caeewe -oaee 7 
Dirt ds SURE obs bose 300s sasvebse Kodeness ses sn0ss 7 
: 
ere 4 


Seer sees eres sere ees sess sees eeeeese 


Ships of the line—7. 


Delaware... 


FRIGATES—FIRST CLASS. 
44 


SURINLATATIADD oss bbe ee 5566 6s se'aeew esas oe 5.6545 500500 
Winitied States 2000 00000000 060000000060 0000 caesece 44 
Guerriere 22+ .cccccecce bp dse0dS% 4850 4206.0 coee 44 
DRVA Giese g ssc eses vobsee [SUS debe OES UsSERERS OOS 44 

binoessebaheoares 44 


Potomac.... 
44 


seer sere eres eser eres 


cere e eres esse aree 


Frigates—first class—6. 


Brandywine... 


FRIGATES—SECOND CLASS. { 


CONZTCSS ..ceecssecsccsccsccceccsscceccvescvcsces 36 
Constellation ........ > ‘hep anee japan eee p Shek bbs oeus 36 
Macedonian ..-c.cccccceccce RATT Le LP ee 36 
Fulton (stcam)......eee+- oie ‘ om Epabeecne oes 3 

Frigates—second class—4. | 

| 

CORVETTES. | 
John Adams ..+ccceccooes pSbe nse e bee cbse ee ae seus 24 
Cyane€ .ccecoceccsecesccecsecces bebe pee oe ie 24 

Corvettes—2. 

| 

SLOOPS-OF-WAR. 
EL co koh aes hecenounsssre apeaeesans Seeee ae 18 
DIRTATIO | oo 00 sins wasn nv. 8 0050 0010405 00.0:600 0000 0408.0:0% 18 


18 


seer ereeesereree esses 


Peacock ..-+-. 
Sloops-of-war—4. 


OTHER VESSELS. | 


Cees e eee sere sees esse eeseeeeesere 


Spark, brig ....... 
Dolphin, schooner...+secosecccccsccccecsccccesccers 


Grampus, SChOONEr...eceessseeccceccesvecrevessvors . 5 
Porpoise, schooner ooo ssceccceccccsceseccvesescccces 12 
Shark, schooner ...-+..+++++ ere peer a ‘ 12 


BOK; BCMOOMER asc bose occ s 0015558 050550 040594 bene ceee 


Alert, store ship....seeeseees oe 
Decoy, store ship..---.. pipes bee eesbe shin osan ieee ae 3 
Sea Gull, galliot...--+ ....++ 4. gece ccces ee oe . 


Other vessels—9. 


Where built. | 


Boston .ececsseceees 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire .... 


Philadelphia ........+. see eecoes 
Washington ..eesseeeseeee 
New York... cccscccecces 
Philadelphia .. 
Norfolk, Virginia ....0.ceecccees! 


eeeeee 
eeeeecee 


eee ereeoeeeeseses 


| 
| 
| 
BOStON so02oc00s 00 | 
Philadelphia ..... 
Philadelphia ......- ecceeee oeeee 
Baltimore ..... 
Washington ...ccccccccceccvces 
Washington 


POFtEMOUEN 5006 c000 0s 


PRATAINOTE: << os00:0.00:.0 5 baeeeeene: 
Captured in 1812........ busses 
MEW AUN 6 h5s dened sawersa ses 

| 


Charleston, South Carolina .... 


Captured in 1815 veeee cece eeeeer| 
BaiNOPe: <6 600s s0% -seeaeeearl 
BSSITAIMONE: 200 c000 5000s bau 
SRRtAINGIOsa54s esa Seeaaeean sess 


New York 


eoeeee seers Ce eeeree ee reee eevee 


Philadelphia ...00.ccccccecccees| 
RDP PSSA s 


Washington .....+++.. 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire ....| 





Washington ... | 
Purchased in 1823 .....+-+.eeee-| 
Captured in 1812 . 
Purchased in 1823 .... 


Purchased in 1823 


ee 


Residence. 


| 
vee | Portsmouth, New Hampshire ........ 
eeee+) Charlestown, Massachusetts .....ecceceeces 
eeeee | Brooklyn, New York. .cossescccecccecccces 


| Washington ..ceesseeee 


Ate. Se 
schelahciaictidiieendadaieiae | 2,300 


Where employed. 





In ordinary at Boston. 
In ordinary at New York. 


' In ordinary at New York. 


In ordinary at Boston. 
In ordinary at New York. 


| Mediterranean. 
| In ordinary at Norfolk. 


Mediterranean. 

Pacific. 

In ordinary at Norfolk. 
In ordinary at Boston. 


| In ordinary at Washington. 


Mediterranean. 


_ Repairing at Washington. 


West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, &c. 
Repairing at Norfolk. 


West Indies, &e. 
Mediterranean. 


West Indies, &e. 


| Mediterranean. 


Mediterranean. 


Pacific. 


West Indies, &c. 


-| Pacific. 
| West Indies. 


Coast of Labrador. 


| West Indies and coast of Africa. 


West Indies. 

Receiving vessel, Norfolk. 

Store ship, West India squadron. 
Receiving vessel, Philadelphia. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Rank. | Number in | Pay per month. | Rations per day. 
| service. 
= rao ee | 
Captains. ..++++0s. psaveewees Pabitiestntniub ia etnucunceuiiebe ens eee ace | 32 $100 8 
Captains of a vessel above twenty and under thirty-two guns......... ececcece| eee ‘ 75 | 6 
Masters COMMANAGANE. 2.0 cece cece ceca ccce cece ceeeeeeeereeesecccceecescscces | oF H 60 | 5 
Lieutenants commanding ......eseeescecccecccecccecces wees ve cline Me eeueee 50 j 4 
Lieutenants oo.essee cece cece cscecee cccee . Siecetersueiaveicreveieievs Aye Reieeel 209 | 40 | 3 
Surgeons. .eeeeeeeee cease peer Rite sen Ned denarii alana aie | 39 | 50 | 2 
PULSEYS .s ceee cece cccevcce veces . ielelsieusis es wioiniarsie sie. starelerereaieieze eine | 42 | 40 | 2 
Chaplains . 2000+ ccccscccsccccvccccscccccccesccccccceccsecceecss aReeusatere | 10 40 2 
Gailing masters. ....seesee ceeeceeeeeeescceees aie olaieKe oie leipreieiecievsae sieeve srereleeies | 43 | 40 | 2 
Surgeons’ Mates...e essere eC cccese SS Win dew tcwnes ive wlastee sere see eee cece cevece | 35 30 9 
Schoolmasters ...eeeeees eSeironts RAT 3 aide reel ieicis | 25 | 9 
Captains’ clerks ...+sseseeceeeeeeeeeees elaresensirajeisrdvetelote  eleraiava oversatolare val wets oS Coe 25 ] 
Bontswains. oocecccees voce cccccs aes NOC dvebieie;e/eleralers die iatolereieratbieveiereisrslaveléseiesere | 13 20 | 2 
Gunners .--+--. eece ° Re) breleleta OIPieie leita Wieielevpieseie-evoneveleieras enna 12 o 26 | 2 
Carpenters ssesecevecseccecceeees eee eeeee tees see cece cece eeee! 10 20 2 
Bn S216 SOOO HOD CUCL OO A COCCI COO Or aeCrerIaee ee atercioteisioeiaers AEEre 9 20 | 2 
Masters? mates ..cccccccccccccccccccces aiolleveieiereieeiesNielesiors eelnsicereees Res a eto 20 | 4] 
Midshipmen ....-+++ seeceeessces ees istajetotaoiereieicisie7sie\sieveisis wee ere rey 376 19 | 1 
Boatswains’ mates...csscesceccececeees Raa Naren cot £4 aercroerceiavs Nn MAN ike anus 19 1 
Carpenters’? MALES o0+e cece scccscesccscee severe veeevees avelaisveieieiels: ee nyse nieienneanes 19 1 
COXSWAINS .occcccccccesee coves Sheiaisieielnieiwiereisioneleierese ro s\aioiievareroneiereve @is(0'610)676541| evevere aisles om 18 | 1 
Quarter gunners ....... preievereieie cielallangseiciels sisie'sl aici ale’ bcislarbiea/eieieiee eee CpaiNi satin ccennsis’ 18 | 1 
Quartermasters ....-- Simioiatorele oe aieieieensleieuclels Seen e ee asec eee eee eksveina te emrceeeeis | ears Phas ei} 18 | 1 
Masters-at-arms....... pee cins nisin a Oeate eerseWeisienersie wieienlaswienee ce oes ecaleeie  eeheeanns 18 | 1 
AYmorers ..ceee cececece wal elles Rielle ereieilelece\oysia oe. cca'eieisiel wee Oy aig eueieieiesiete oieieieiei ao wees tenes 18 | 1 
Sinai ccxeesacee sianeeues in eee tiencei hana einamaenscinins SAN hi iatimscnne wails | 18 | 1 
CooperSsceececesccecercetsccescescevecs SE CORN OCEIC aldveisiersisieeine'e S sKitea helical 18 1 
“ope PRAGUE GROCIOC HO CO UD OO COICO OT OOD TONE stereieuctere Seleieereereeee zee reels Pete ar ka arua | 18 1 
MARINE CORPS. | | 
Lieutenant colonel commandant... -seeccceeececesceecccecvecccsceses sesces | 1 75 6 
Captains soceecceccceeccccceece cece eee eee e eee eee eee eens eeee seca cece] 9 | 40 | 3 
First lieutenants . cee csceccee soevece aisles’ 6 /0(016'e161 61816 '0i0:0's!e\ninie'e/o:sieieve.cicleiesia:® .| 24 | 30 | 3 
Second Leutenantss. ++ co.cc ccvic ociss cscs cece seve cseccccee cesecece Sees 16 25 3 














Whenever any officer shall be employed in the command of a squadron on separate service, 
during the continuance of such command, and no longer. 


The commandant of the marine corps receives, in addition to his pay, eight dollars per month each, 


The adjutant quartermaster and paymaster, thirty dollars per month extra. 


VESSELS OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 


the allowance of rations shall be double 


for the forage of three horses. 








j 
| 








| l 
| In commission. | In ordinary. | Building at— | Ships of the | Frigates. | Sloops-of- 
| | | 7 line. | | War. 
i ' | | | | 
See Ee NN she ese so 1 6 Portsmouth, N. H...... 1 | 1 
Frigates of the first class.....! 3 3 | Charlestown, Ms......e. 2 I deacasuuee 2 
Frigates of the second class .. 1 3 IBOORLGNGUN. V ossiccenclcoses< cases 2 1 
Corvettes .cccsccecseoes eco Om 0Ct‘(i‘“‘ retiree etn ww wees Philadelphia Pr aelaven-glarer ovaica 1 | 1 
Sloops-of-war .-eeeseeeeeee 5 vececeeoees oe Washington .......ee0. eccc cece cee slececccccccce 
Schooners, &c.++seeeeeceeeee!| 7 2 Gosport, Virginia....... 1 | aeres 
WUE scsxciascavarcndd 19 Mm Puasa saevaibnees 5 | 4 3 
| 























Notr.—The name of Lieut. Wm. Lowe, of Massachusetts, omitted in the register of last year, 


Stephen Champlin, among the lieutenants of 9th December, 1814. 


should appear next to that of 
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} ee LAS A eh Sts 


orn Coxcness. No. 279. [Ist Sesstoy, 
EXPRESSIVE OF THE SENSE OF CONGRESS OF THE GALLANT CONDUCT OF LIEUTENANT 
SILAS DUNCAN, OF THE NAVY, IN THE ENGAGEMENT ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN IN 1814. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 18, 1826. 


Mr. Hoxcomnr, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Silas Duncan, 
reported: 


That they have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to state to the House the following facts; 

At the third session of the thirteenth Congress, joint resolutions passed both houses of Congress, and 
were approved of by the President, ‘expressive of the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of Capt. 
Thomas McDonough, the officers, seamen, and marines, and infantry, serving as marines, on board the 
United States squadron on Lake Champlain,” and presenting to them the thanks of Congress, with a request 
to the President of the- United States that he would cause gold and silver medals to be struck, and pre- 
seuted to the officers mentioned in said resolutions, and a sword to each of the midshipmen aud sailing 
masters who so gallantly distinguished themselves in the memorable conflict of the 11th of September, 
1814, on that lake. 

The committee would further state, that Lieutenant Duncan was attached to the naval force on Lake 
Champlain, by an order from the Navy Department, dated in April, 1814, at the time the squadron was 
fitting out at Vergennes; that, in the first instance, he was attached to the sloop President, commanded 
by Captain Cassin, and was subsequently ordered to take charge of the Preble, when the squadron com- 
menced dropping down into the lake; that from the Preble he was ordered to the Ticonderoga, of seven- 
teen guns, one of the new vessels commanded by Captain Cassin, and from that vessel to the command of 
one of the new galleys, with two heavy guns and fifty men; that on the fourth of September, he was 
directed to join the Saratoga, the flag-ship of Capt. McDonough, as an acting Heutenant, in which situa- 
tion he remained until he was ordered to superintend the operations of the light vessels of the squadron, 
under the following circumstances: On the morning of the sixth of September, the British forces, under 
the command of Governor Provost, were reported to be in the vicinity of the bay, in their advance on 
Plattsburgh, and the light vessels in question were ordered to take a position off the mouth of Dead creek, 
for the purpose of attacking the enemy and impeding his progress. In the execution of this design, the 
enemy was exposed to so destructive and well directed a fire, at short grape and cannister distance, as 
to be compelled to retreat and change his position. During the course of this gallant action, Lieutenant 
Duncan, being under the necessity of passing from vessel to vessel, and who thereby drew upon himself 
the attention of the enemy and his heaviest fire, was severely wounded, having the top of lis shoulder 
carried away by a cannon ball, which shattered and laid bare the shoulder joint, and confined him to the 
hospital, with little hopes of recovery, for sixteen months afterwards, and thus deprived him of an oppor- 
tunity of participating in the glorious and decisive engagement which soon followed, 

From the above facts, which are fully attested by satisfactory documents, the committee have not 
hesitated to consider the memorial of Lieutenant Duncan, (praying that the provisions of the joint reso- 
lution of Congress, already referred to, be extended to him,) as perfectly just and reasonable—and, more- 
vyer, as highly creditable to his feelings as an officer and a gentleman, 

The committee therefore recommend the adoption of the resolution, 


19rH Coneoress. } No. 276. [1st Srsston. 


ON THE APPLICATION OF CAPTAIN SAMUEL ANGUS TO BE RESTORED TO HIS RANK IN 
THE NAVY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 20, 1826. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of Samuel Angus, 
late a post captain in the navy of the United States, reported: 


That the memorialist was dismissed from the navy by order of the President of the United States, on 
the first day of June, 1824; he prays that Congress would reinstate him in his original rank, as a 
captain in the navy. The papers accompanying this report show the causes which rendered it necessary, 
in the opinion of the Executive Department, froma regard for discipline and sense of public duty, to 
separate the memorialist from the naval service of the country. The committee are of the opinion that, 
after this exercise of the power of the Executive, the facts presented by the memorial and documents do 
not present a proper case for the interposition of the legislative power of Congress. 

It is stated in the memorial that the petitioner has been badly wounded in the public service; but 
the committee have not considered the propriety of recommending to the House, on his behalf, any pro- 
vision on that account, as the prayer of the memorial is exclusively confined to his restoration to his 
original rank in the navy. The committee recommend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled: 
GENTLEMEN: This is to respectfully show that your memorialist was discharged (after 24 or 25 years’ 
service) from the navy of the United States, in June, 1824, by the Secretary of the Navy, (see letter No. 1, ) 
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without a trial or sentence of a court-martial. Your memorialist waited on Mr. Monroe, late President of 
the United States, in February, 1825, and had a conversation with him, in which President Monroe 
informed your petitioner that the Executive had no hostility to him, and that he would reinstate Captain 
Angus in his rank as captain of the navy, previous to his leaving his office, and pledged his word of 
honor to the said Samuel Angus that he should hear from him before he left the presidency, and receive 
his reinstatement; but, through the great hurry of business on leaving his office, he assured me he had 
forgot it. In the spring of 1825, I waited on President Adams, stated to him my case, and told him 
Mr. Monroe’s promises. Mr, Adams told me to go to the Navy Office, and see if President Monroe had 
left any directions respecting me; if he had, to inform Mr. Adams; if not, my best way was to see Col. 
Monroe, and that his wishes should be President Adams’ government. I then went to the Navy Office, 
the chief clerk of which informed me that Mr. Monroe had left no directions respecting me. I then went 
to Col. Monroe’s farm, in Loudon county, Virginia, and saw Mr. Monroe, who gave me a letter to J. Q. 
Adams, President of the United States, the purport of which, he informed, was recommending my imme- 
diate reinstatement. I waited upon President Adams, and delivered him the letter. Mr. Adams told me 
the purport was the same as Mr. Monroe had said; said I might return to New York, my place of resi- 
dence, and I should hear from him in a few days, as the Secretary of the Navy was not then in Washing- 
ton. The paper No, 2 is his decision. After having spent the best part of my days in the service of 
my country, been in many engagements, and have been badly wounded, your memorialist requests your 
honorable body to reinstate hii in his original rank as captain of the navy of the United States. And 
your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
SAMUEL ANGUS. 
New Urrecar, Z. I, December 13, 1825. 





Navy Department, January 16, 1826. 

Sir: In answer to your letter of the 22d ultimo, in which you enclose the paper addressed by Samuel 
Angus, late a captain in the United States navy, to the Senate and House of Representatives, and 
“request the information in this Department relative to the causes of his dismission from the service, as 
a captain in the navy,’’ I have the honor to transmit, herewith, copies of several letters which contain 
the information asked for. 

There are on file several letters and representations asking his restoration to the service; but they 
are not sent to you, not being embraced within the inquiry which you make relative to the causes of his 
dismission, 


I have the honor to be, &ce., SAM’L L. SOUTHARD. 


Ilon, Henry R. Storrs, Chairman Naval Committee, House of Representatives. 





New York, November 12, 1823. 
Sir: I wrote you some time since, asking the command of the Philadelphia Navy yard, but have 
received no answer. Would you be pleased to order me to that command, or to the command of the 
Washington seventy-four, which is now without a post captain. 
~T remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 
SAMUEL ANGUS, Captain United States Navy. 


Hon. Mr. Sournarp. 





Brooxiyn, L. [., New York, September 4, 1823. 
Sm: The Philadelphia station and that at Sackett’s Harbor are both vacant. If I should be allowed 
a choice, I would prefer the Philadelphia Navy yard. If not, would you be pleased to order me to the 
command on Lake Ontario. ; 
I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
SAMUEL ANGUS, Captain United States Navy. 
To the Hon, Samven L. Sournarp. . 





New York, September 13, 1823. 

Sir: Having understood that you are acting Secretary of the Navy, induces me to address these lines 
to you. I have been some time an applicant for a frigate or a seventy-four, but have not been appointed. 
Hearing that the Philadelphia station wants a captain, and also that Sackett’s Harbor is vacant, induces 
me to make an application ior either of those stations. If I could have a preference, I would prefer 
Philadelphia; if not, will you order me to the command on Lake Ontario? 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


SAMUEL ANGUS. 
Com. Rongers, Acting Secretary of the Navy. 











SS ne Se Se agree areca eee 
2 —s - —— sleeps sree etnies ms 
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New York, September 24, 1823. 

Sir: Having understood that you were appointed Secretary of the Navy, I addressed a letter to you . 
at Washington on the 4th September, but have since found you did not take your seat until about the 
middle of this month, induces me to send you a copy of my letter of the 4th instant, hoping you may 
comply with my wishes. 

I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 
SAMUEL ANGUS. 
To the Ion. Saver L, Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Navy Department, November 15, 1823. 
Sim: In reply to your letter of the 12th instant, I have to observe that it is not considered necessary 
that the Washington seventy-four should at this time have a commander of the rank of captain. No 
officer will, for a short time, be ordered as commander to the Philadelphia station; and, besides, it may 
be proper to apprise you that one or more applications for it have been made by captains senior in rank 
to yourself. 


I am, respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Capt. Samver Aneus, United States Navy, New York. 





New York, December 8, 1825. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 15th November, and note its contents. I feel anxious to 

obtain a command that will entitle me to my full pay, finding by the list that every captain junior and 

senior to myself are receiving $100 and eight rations, while Lam only allowed $75 and six rations per 
month, for what reason I know not, being ready and willing at all times to serve my country. 


I remain, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL ANGUS. 
Hon. 8. L. Sournarp. 


Brooxiyn, LZ. 1, April 13, 1824. 


Mr. Sovtnarp: I have wrote you several times for the command of a navy yard, or the Washington 
seventy-four. If you want to know my name, you will sce it at the bottom of the letter. My grand- 
father and father were Scotchmen, and I was born in Philadelphia. I wish you to answer me directly 
whether you will give me the command without any further palaver; if you don’t, I will appeal to your 


master, the President of the United States, and my superior. 
SAMUEL ANGUS. 


Navy Department, May 19, 1824. 


Sir: I have received the enclosed letter, which purports to have been written by Captain Samuel 
Angus. The contents are such as to demand an inquiry into the fact whether he wrote it. 
You will send for Captain Angus, and, in the presence of one or more officers, show him the letter, 
and inquire whether he wrote it. His answer you will return to me with the letter, at as early a day as 


you conveniently can. 
I am, respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Captain Samvet Evans, Commanding Naval Officer, New York. 


U. S. Navy Yarn, New York, May 24, 1824. 


Sir: Agreeably to your instructions of the 19th instant, I sent for Captain Samuel Angus, and this 
morning showed him the letter you enclosed me, dated Brooklyn, L. I., April 18, 1824, and signed Samuel 
Angus, and asked him, in the presence of Captain George W. Rodgers, whether he wrote it. His answer 
was, that he would not admit that he wrote it; that he had written to Mr. Southard, requesting command 
of a navy yard, or the Washington 74, and received no answer, but that he would not commit himself by 
admitting that he wrote this letter. 

Captain Jones came in about this time, and in his presence Captain A. also said that he would not 
admit that he wrote the letter. I have the honor to return the letter enclosed to me, and also a letter 
from Captain George W. Rodgers to you on the subject. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, SAMUEL EVANS. 


Hon. Samver L. Sovrnarp. 
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Navy Yarp, New York, May 24, 1824. 

Sir: I was present when Captain Evans, commanding the U. 8. Navy yard, New York, showed Cap- 
tain Angus a letter, dated Brooklyn, Long Island, April 13, 1824, signed Samuel Angus; and on asking 
him if the letter was written by him, (Samuel Angus,) he replied that he should not say whether it was 
written by him or not; he would not criminate himself; that he had written to Mr. Southard several times 
for the command of a navy yard, or the Washington 74, and had received no answer, and will not say 
that he admits writing the letter dated April 13, 1824. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. RODGERS. 


Hon. Sawven L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Navy Departwent, June 1, 1824. 

Sir: Your letter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated April 18, 1824, and which was shown to you by 
Captain Evans, in the presence of Master Comm: unde int Rodgers and Captain Jones, on the 24th May, has 
been laid before the President of the United States, and 4 wm instructed by him to inform you that a 
regard for discipline, and a sense of duty to the service in which you are engaged, require that you should 
be separated from it. 

It is believed that the records of the Department furnish no instance of conduct in any officer mani- 
festing so total a forgetfulness of what was due to. the Departme nt and to himself. The President has 
therefore thought proper to dismiss you from the naval service of the United States, and you will from 
this time consider yourself dismissed, ‘and no longer holding the rank or enjoying the priv ileges of a cap- 
tain in the navy. 

Respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

SamvueL Anevus, Esq., late Captain U.S. Navy, New York. 





Navy Departuent, April 27, 1825 
Sir: I enclose, by direction of the President of the United States, a copy of his decision on your case. 
I am, very respectfully, &&., 
SAML. L. SOUTHARD. 
SamveL Aneus, Esq., late Captain U.S. Navy, New York. 


Wasuineton, April 25, 1825, 

I have considered the memorial of Samuel Angus, late captain in the navy of the United States, dated 
New York, November 30, 1824, addressed to the President of the United States, and praying to be rein- 
stated in his original rank, or for pecuniary relief; and I have examined the documents and correspondence 
relating thereto; from all which it appears that the said Samuel Angus was, on the Ist of June, 1824, 
dismissed from the naval service of the United States, by order of the President of the United States. 

Under these circumstances, I consider the legal ‘authority of the President of the United States not 
competent to reinstate the memorialist in his original rank; but upon evidence, duly authenticated, that 
he has a just claim to a pension, as having been disabled in the line of duty, that relief should be granted 
him, to take effect from the time of his dismission, 

The Secretary of the Navy will furnish the memorialist with a copy of this decision. 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


191m Conaness. ] _No. 277. [1s sT Session. 


ON AN APPLICATION TO MAKE ARMORERS IN THE NAYY WARRANT OFFICERS, 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 20, 1826. 


Mr. Hotcower, from the Committe on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial and petition of 
sundry blacksmiths of the city of Washington, praying that armorers in the navy be raised to the 
rank and grade of warrant. offic ers, and be entitled to the same pay, rations and emoluments as car- 
penters, gunners and sailmakers in the service, reported: 


That they have had the same under consideration, and, in answer to a letter of inquiry addressed to 
the Navy Department, have been informed that its armorers have the same grade and pay as was estab- 
lished for them in the first organization of the navy, and which have been continued to them to the pre- 
sent time without variation, and that no benefit is perceived which would result to the service from the 
change suggested. 

The committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Tesolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition. 
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_No. 278 


[1st Srsstoy, 





19tH Coneress. ] 


ON THE APPLICATION OF CAPTAIN ISAAC PHILLIPS TO BE RESTORED TO HIS RANK 
IN THE NAVY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 21, 1826. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of Isaac Phillips, 
formerly a post captain in the navy of the United States, respectfully reported: 


That the memorialist was appointed a captain in the navy on the 3d day of July, 1798, and ordered 
to the command of the sloop-of-war Baltimore, then employed on the American coast; and, during her 
cruise, while convoying several American merchantmen to the Havana, she fell in with a British squadron 
near that port, under the command of Commodore Loring, by whose orders she was boarded by a British 
lieutenant and a party of men, who mustered her crew and took away a number of her seamen, On the 
return of the memorialist to the United States, he was, by an order addressed to him by the then Secre- 
tary of the Navy Department, on the 10th January 1799, dismissed from the naval service for alleged 
misconduct on that occasion. Ile now prays to be restored to his rank of post captain in the navy, and 
states that his dismission was not sanctioned by the Executive Department, and that the letter of the 
Secretary of the Navy was written without the authority or knowledge of the President; that the 
circumstances under which he was placed, when his command of the said sloop-of-war was violated, were 
such, for the reasons alleged by him, that his dismission was not justified by any misconduct on his part; 
and that the Executive Department possessed no power to separate him from the naval service without a 
trial by a court-martial. 

The committee are of opinion that it would be wholly unsafe to act upon the suggestion that the 
order referred to was issued without authority: and that, if the subject of relief to the memorialist was 
even properly addressed to the legislative power of Congress, yet the lapse of time since this order was 
issued, his acquiescence until this period, and the consequent injurious, if not unjust disturbance of rank, 
which might be produced in the naval service, present insuperable objections to any examination of the 
circumstances which, in the opinion of the President, required that exercise of Executive authority in the 
case of the memorialist. 

The committee, therefore, recommend to the House the following resolution; 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States: 

The memorial of Isaac Phillips respectfully represents: That your memorialist was appointed a 
captain in the United States navy on the 3d of July, 1798, and ordered to the command of the ship-of- 
war Baltimore, with instructions to repair to Hampton Roads and place himself under the command 
of Captain Thomas Truxton. 

Your memorialist further states: That, at the time he left Baltimore, for Hampton Roads, in 
pursuance with his instructions, he had not received his commission, but was assured that it should be 
sent after him there; but, after delaying his sailing as long as it was practicable, to receive it, Captain 
Truxton, who had been apprised of his situation, represented to your memorialist that his commission 
would protect both ships, and by avoiding a separation, no danger was to be apprehended; and being 
informed of the perilous situation of a fleet of merchantmen, which, in company with Captain Truxton, 
they were to take under convoy from Havana to the United States, your memorialist was necessarily, 
though reluctantly, compelled to sail without his commission, During his cruise off Charleston, when 
your memorialist was ordered by Captain Truxton, he fell in with the frigate Constitution, under the 
command of Captain Nicholson, who ordered your memorialist to accompany him, to convoy a fleet of 
merchant vessels from Charleston to Havana; but owing to an accident which befel the Constitution, 
Captain Nicholson bore away for the United States, and left your memorialist in this unprecedented 
situation of being in command of a national ship without a commission, or any other sufficient document 
to prove his character to convoy a valuable fleet of merchant vessels to a foreign port. Thus situated, 
had your memorialist been actuated by any other feelings than a devotion to the interests of the service 
in which he was engaged, he would have left the fleet to its fate, and have returned to Hampton Roads 
in obedience to the orders of Captain Truxton, But a sense of duty prevailed over a more safe and 
cautious conduct, and he continued with the fleet to its destination, and afforded it all the aid his limited 
force would permit. 

Your memorialist further states: That, when near the port of Havana, he fell in with a British 
squadron, under the command of Commodore Loring, and that, owing to a transaction which there 
happened, for which your memorialist was not answerable, after his return to the United States he was 
unceremoniously dismissed from the navy service, and, as your memorialist conceives, unjustly, illegally, 
and without competent authority; the particulars of which, with the evidence, are fully detailed in a 
printed document herewith submitted, and to which, for further and more particular information, he begs 
leave to refer, as occasion may require. 

Your memorialist further states: That, until he was dismissed from the service, he was not aware 
that any cause of complaint existed against him in relation to any part of his conduct; and that, imme- 
diately upon the receipt of his letter of dismission, he applied, through the Seeretary of the Navy, to the 
President for a court-martial, which, in the name of the President, was peremptorily refused him. 

Your memorialist further states: That, at the time of his dismissal, he had no reason to suspect but 
that he was dismissed by the order of the President, in the due exercise of his authority, as was at that 
time alleged, in answer to the demand of your memorialist for a trial; and he was, therefore, led to sup- 
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ose he had no redress for the injustice that had been done him, unless it was to appeal to the public, 
which, however it might have gratified his feelings, would not have redressed his wrongs. In this situa- 
tion your memorialist remained until about five years since, when accident made him acquainted with the 
facts that are detailed in the printed document before mentioned, and since which time he has been dili- 
gently engaged in collecting such evidence, relating to his case, as could be obtained, in order to lay 
the same before the government, and to claim a restoration to his rank, or such other redress as the laws 
and usages of the country might allow him. 

Your memorialist further states: That no more time has elapsed, since he was made acquainted with 
the facts herewith disclosed, than has been absolutely necessary to collect the testimony upon which his 
claim rests; and that, as soon as it was practicable, he applied to the President, through the Secretary of 
the Navy, to be restored to his rank; but the President has decided that he had not legal authority to 
grant such application. a 

Your memorialist further represents and contends: That he committed no act, while in the service, 
that ought, by the laws and usages of the United States, to subject him to punishment, or even censure; 
and that he was dismissed from the service without legal and competent authority, in violation of the 
law and Constitution, without the benefit of a trial by a court-martial, and even without the authority or 
consent of the President of the United States. 

Your memoryialist, therefore, prays your honorable body to take his case into consideration, and to 
cause him to be restored to his rank in the nayy of the United States, and to grant him such other and 
further relief as justice demands. 





Respectfully, ISAAC PHILLIPS. 
191m Coneress. ] No. 279, [1st SEssron. 





EXAMINATION OF THE HARBORS OF CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, AND ST. MARY’S, 
GEORGIA, WITH THE VIEW OF ESTABLISHING A NAVY YARD. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 23, 1826. 


A, 
Navy Department, January 19, 1826. 


Sm: In answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 17th instant, that the Secretary of the Navy ‘be 
directed to communicate to this House the report of the officers employed under the act ‘authorizing an 
examination of the harbor of Charleston, in South Carolina, and St. Mary’s, in Georgia, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the expediency of establishing a navy yard at either of those places,’ together with such 
charts, surveys or documents, connected with the subject, as may be in his possession,” I have the honor 
to send a copy of the report made by Master Commandant Kearney, with the papers which accompanied 
it; also sundry original papers on the subject, submitted to the Department by the Hon. R. Y. Hayne. 


I am, very respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L, SOUTHARD. 
To the Prestpent of the Senate of the United States. 





B. 


New York, December 16, 1825. 

Smr: I have the honor herewith to enclose my report in relation to the survey and examination of 
Charleston and St. Mary’s bar, being in compliance with orders from you, appointing me superintendent 
of that service. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LAWRENCE KEARNY, Master Commandant U. S. Navy. 


Hon. Samwvet L. Soutnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





C. 


Report to accompany a chart of Charleston bar, in South Carolina, surveyed by order of the honorable Samuel 
L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy. 


The following are the points upon which information is required, and to which replies are herewith 
furnished, viz: 

1. Depth of water upon the bar at the lowest and highest spring tides, and at common tides. 

2. Whether the depth of water upon the bar is affected by any, and what winds, to what extent, 


and in what manner. 
3. The strength of the current upon the bar, and to a safe anchorage within it. 
4. Width of the channel upon the bar, width of the bar, and nature of the bottom; with what winds 


large vessels can cross the bar, bound inwards and outwards. 
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The prevailing winds at different seasons of the year. 
The extent of safe anchorage for vessels of the largest size which can cross the bar. 
The convenience of such anchorage for receiving supplies from the shore. 
. Facilities for obtaining good fresh water. 

9. What supplies of stores and provisions can be obtained for a fleet, from the surrounding country, 
and to what extent at short notice. 

10. Whether the harbor has good positions for a dock or navy yard. 

11. How near the present shore of such position does a channel run of the same depth as the water 
on the bar, at high spring tides. 

12. Has it good fresh water in its vicinity, and in what quantities. 

13. General health of the position and quality of the soil. 

14. Facilities of wharfing to the channel. 

15. Whether the worm is destructive in the harbor. 


DATO ON 


Answer to question first. The depth of water on Charleston bar, at the lowest spring tides, is eleven 
feet at low water, and at the highest spring tides, nineteen and a half to twenty feet, high water. At 
common tides, at low water, there is a depth of twelve feet, and at high water, sixteen and a half to 
seventeen feet. A medium tide may be fairly considered to afiord a depth, at low water, of twelve feet, 
and at high water, seventeen feet. 

Paper marked No. 1, attached hereto, will afford information on this subject from experienced pilots 
of this harbor. 

Answer to question second, The depth of water on Charleston bar is much affected by winds. Those 
from northeast and southeast cause it to flow from one to two feet over its ordinary depth, and thuse 
from the northwest and southwest decrease it in the extent according to the force and duration of them. 

Paper marked No, 1 also affords information on the subject. 

Answer to question third. The strength of current on the bar is irregular, being governed in a great 
degree by the winds; uninfluenced by wind, its velocity at half tide is two miles per hour, and to a safe 
anchorage within the bar; about two and a half when in the channel way. 

Answer to question fourth. The width of the channel on the bar is 800 yards. The width of the bar 
is three-quarters of a mile. The bottom is hard gray sand. The best winds to cross the bar, bound 
inwards, are those from northeast to southeast. The best winds, bound outwards, are those from north- 
west to southwest. 

Answer to question fifth. The prevailing winds in winter are from the northwest to northeast, and in 
summer from southeast to southwest. 

Answer to question sixth. The first anchorage is in the Drop, or Four Fathom Hole, the light-house 
bearing from west to west-by-north about one mile and three-quarters distance, and is about half a mile 
square in extent. This anchorage is open to the winds from the northeast and southeast, but owing to 
the shoal of the bar, the sea is not very heavy. The holding ground is good. Rebellion Roads, off 
Sullivan’s Island, is a commodious and safe anchorage, half a mile in extent one way, and one anda 
half the other, and good holding ground, susceptible of being well protected by batteries. 

Answer to question seventh. From the upper part of Rebellion Roads to the city is three miles, and the 
facilities of obtaining supplies from the shore easy. 

Answer to question eighth. Good fresh water can be obtained from a number of tanks, which are 
employed in the harbor. They will either supply good spring or cistern water, as may be wished, 
delivered on board anywhere within the bar. 

Answer to question ninth. The surrounding country affords but few articles for the supply of a fleet 
in the way of provisions; rice may be considered the only article for an immediate extensive demand; 
other articles in small quantities can be obtained in the city to supply the wants of single ships; naval 
stores, of various kinds, can be obtained conveniently. 

Paper marked No, 2, affords information on this subject. 

Answer to questions ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen. Several positions present themselves for a 
dock or navy yard, viz: Shute’s Folly, a small island of marsh in front of the city; 2d, Lamprie’s Point, 
mouth of Wando river; 3d, Strobel’s mill-seat on Cumming’s Point, on the Ashley river; 4th, the old Navy 
yard, about four miles from town, now Cochran’s farm; Sth, Hampsted, mouth of Town creek; 6th, 
Marsh’s Island, mouth of Town creek; 7th, a lot of land above Gadsden’s wharf, on Cooper river; 8th, 
Mey’s wharf, within the limits of the city; 9th, Marsh’s wharf, also within the limits of the city. <A 
description of the above places is given in papers No. 3 and 4, and No. 5 describes the health of each, 
except the two last-mentioned places, Mey’s and Marsh’s wharves, and the lot of land above Gadsden’s 
wharf, all of which are as perfectly healthy as any part of the city. Some of the above positions being 
subject to country fever, although advantageously situated for the establishment of a navy yard, are, 
consequently, not recommended. 


Shute’s Folly.—The island of marsh in front of the city, at the mouth of Cooper river, is conveni- 
ently situated; great expense, however, must be laid out, in raising, on this low alluvial foundation, a 
sufficient height to build on, free from the effect of tides, the highest of which flows entirely over the 
island. It will, therefore, be necessary to raise it four feet higher than its present greatest elevation. 
The channel of Cooper’s river washes the western side of this site; and in some places an equal depth with 
that on the bar, at high spring tides, is found within thirty feet of low water mark. A basin could be 
easily formed in this island, for the security and preservation of timber; and the mud removed in 
making the basin will contribute to filling in and raising the foundation for the establishment. Fresh 
water must be collected in cisterns, or supplied from tanks, which supply the shipping generally. It is 
said to be healthy. Wharfing to the channel is easy. 

2d. Lamprier’s Point, at the mouth of Wando river, is reported unhealthy, as is specified in paper 
No. 5; but otherwise possesses great advantages. Distance to the edge of the channel, or eighteen feet 
water, is one hundred and seventy-three yards. 

3d. Strobel’s mill-seat, on Ashley river, possesses advantages in point of situation as a harbor, beyond 
others mentioned; but wharfing, out of the channel, is a great objection to it, the distance being four 
jhundred and sixty yards, to reach the depth of water required, and the mud-flat is soft, making it doubt- 
ful whether a foundation could be made sufficiently permanent for building upon it a necessary distance 
from the shore. The health of this place, as by annexed report, seems doubtful. 
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4th. The old Navy yard is, undoubtedly, subject to the ague and fever, and is not therefore recom- 
mended. 

5th. Extremity of the lines at Hampstead, mouth of Zown creek. This place has health and good 
water, but is difficult of wharfing out of the channel, the distance being greater than at Strobel’s mill. 
It likewise lies open to the southeast gales. 

6th. Lsland of Marsh, at the mouth of Town creek. This island is conveniently situated, being con- 
tiguous to the upper part of the city, out of the way of shipping in the river. It is healthy, with bold 
water on the side next to Town creck. What may be said of the advantages of Shute’s Folly, applies 
to this place, being equally low. It is easily defended, being near the northeast end of the lines of the 
city. This place is open to the sea breeze, and is believed to be healthy. Town creek is bold along this 
island, and affording a good anchorage in six and seven fathoms water for asquadron. Good fresh water 
is procured in the vicinity. 

1. A lot of land above Gadsden’s wharf. This is an extensive mud-flat, and requires wharfing out, 
in the same manner as at Strobel’s mills, before mentioned. It is healthy and in the vicinity of good 
water. 

8. May’s wharf, at the foot of Pinckney street. This wharf was used during the late war, for the 
navy; it is healthy and convenient, and for building a sloop-of-war, or one or two small vessels, is suffi- 
ciently capacious. <A description of it is given in paper No. 4; for immediate purposes this wharf has 
much to recommend it. Possessing good brick stores, and giving sufficient room for fitting out any 
number of vessels which it is probable may put in that harbor at any one time. 

9, Marsh’s wharf. This wharf is also very convenient, and it is believed to have the best foundation 
of any in the city, having formerly being the property of General Gadsden. Much expense and labor have 
been bestowed on it, to make the foundation firm and good, before it became the property of Mr. Marsh. 
It is well situated as regards health and convenience. 

Paper marked No. 4 refers to it. 

These are all the sites which have either presented themselves, in my examination, or have been 
recommended by others. In reply to the 15th question, whether the worm is destructive in the harbor, 
&c., &c., it may be said they are, but not more so than in other harbors on the coast. 

To preserve health, to afford convenience for either fitting or building vessels, and to lessen the 
expense of a naval establishment in the harbor of Charleston, the two sites marked Nos. 8 and 9 are 
recommended, viz: May’s and Marsh’s wharves. 

An establishment at either of the sites in the city, will afford both convenience for furnishing supplies, 
and also some security, which, under the peculiar situation of the country, at certain seasons of the year, 
is a paramount advantage. 

In respect to the sites for a naval establishment, and other matters in relation to the harbor of 
Charleston, I have annexed hereto letters from gentlemen, who have very politely afforded me information, 
the result of their long acquaintance with the country; and I beg leave, respectfully, to submit to your 
inspection, as embracing, perhaps, fuller information than the time of my examination permitted me to 
acquire, the annexed letters and reports from Thomas Bennett, Esq., chairman of a committee of citizens, 
convened for the purpose of forwarding the views of establishing a Navy yard; also a joint letter from 
Dr. Joseph Johnson, president United States Branch Bank, and Mr. John Stoney, and Mr. John Robert- 
son, merchants, the latter Navy agent for a number of years. As to the health of the places named, I beg 
leave to refer you to Dr. Logan’s report, paper No. 5, who is an old practitioner, and now naval hospital 
surgeon; which report is corroborated by other respectable physicians of that place, with whom I have 
conversed. 

In submitting these documents, in relation to the survey of Charleston bar, I beg to offer the follow- 
ing general observations, as to the fitness of the port for a rendezvous for our light cruisers in the West 
Indies, and seas contiguous. 

The result of my examination of that place, from January to July, 1825, herewith furnished, exhibits 
difficulties which preclude a recommendation of the place for a naval establishment of much extent; but, 
for a limited one, commensurate with the depth of the channel over the bar, the importance of its location, 
in regard to its proximity to the West Indies, and the great facilities it affords cruisers in that quarter, 
as a rendezvous in the winter season, being considered, it presents many advantages claiming attention. 

Charleston lies nearer the range of our West India trade than any other port south of the Chesapeake, 
capable of affording equal protection in war, aad repairs or supplies in case of distress. The Gulf stream 
facilitates your passage, and carries you within a few hours’ sail of the port. 

Cruisers returning for supplies will afford protection to convoys, as far as danger from pirates is 
apprehended. 

Sailing again from Charleston, you can avail yourself of the variable winds that prevail, as far south 
as the Bahamas; by keeping to the eastward, as much as is necessary to gain the longitude of the pas- 
sages into the West Indies, a short passage can be made; and it is practically known that a vessel can 
reach her cruising ground, about cast end of Cuba or islands further to windward, in less time from that 
port than any part of the Floridas, or ports in the Bay of Mexico, which lie west, directly to leeward. 
Sailing up the south side of Cuba is found very tedious, and almost impracticable for small vessels, 
during the seasons the trade winds blow hard. The Gulf passage is preferred, and it will therefore be 
evident that a vessel must take a very circuitous route to gain the windward islands from these places; 
From Charleston her course is direct. This is a matter of great consequence to our small class of vessels, 
which have not the capacity to take on board large supplies of stores, and it is therefore desirable they 
should lose as little time as possible in going and returning to their stations. 

Charleston bar admits vessels of the rate of eighteen guns, and the depth of water, on an average, 
may be fairly estimated at twelve feet at low water, and sixteen and a half feet at high water to seven- 
teen feet; common tides, and at ordinary spring tides, eighteen feet; high spring tides, twenty feet. A 
mean of the tides will, therefore, give seventeen feet at high water. Sloops-of-war can, by means in their 
power of altering their trim, frequently get into Charleston with safety. 

The greatest difficulty occurs in getting again to sea, as a free wind is necessary, which lowers the 
tide on the bar, as may be seen by referring to the report of the pilots, herewith furnished. 

This difficulty is, however, somewhat obviated by the use of steamboats, which frequently tow ves- 
sels out of that harbor with great ease and safety, in calms or head winds. 

Charleston bar, being composed of sand, and acted upon by gales and strong currents, is ascertained 
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to change, in the course of time, the position of the channels; therefore, they may be found to disagree 
with the chart in afew years. In consideration of this change, it is suggested that, instead of the present 
beacon, a movable beacon be placed in front of the light-house, to be so shifted, from time to time, as to 
obviate the difficulty which arises in having the two objects out of range, as they now are, much to the 
inconvenience and danger of strangers to the coast who may attempt, without a pilot, to go in. 

Suitable fortifications on Sullivan’s Island and Fort Johnson reef, near Pelican bank, aided by one 
steam frigate, would render Charleston as secure as any point on our coast. 


Directions for entering the port of Charleston. 


Bring the light-house to bear northwest by west, and stand for it until you see the buoys on the bar, 
three in number; the outside, or southernmost buoy on the south breakers, leave to the left hand, or 
southward of you, about a cable’s length distant; the other two buoys, on the north breakers, leave on 
your right hand, or to the northward of you, about half a cable’s length. 

After crossing the bar, bound up, steer north three-fourths west along the north breakers, which will 
carry you up to Sullivan’s Island. 

These directions will answer for vessels drawing twelve feet and under, but, over that draft, the bar 
should not be attempted without a pilot. 

The latitude of the southeast angle of Fort Moultrie, on Sullivan’s Island, is 32 degrees 46 seconds 


27 minutes north, longitude not ascertained. 
LAWRENCE KEARNY, Jaster Commandant United States Navy. 


In obedience to your order of the 18th of April last, requiring an examination of St. Mary’s bar, I 
have the honor to report: That upon a strict and careful set of soundings, taken in July and August, the 
general depth of water on St. Mary’s bar, at low tide, was twelve feet six inches; that the depth is 
somewhat greater than at the time it was surveyed by Licut. Ramage, a copy of whose report is herewith 
transmitted. 

The difference, I conceive, arises from the effect of the prevailing winds, at the periods at which the 
soundings were taken; the one being in the middle of winter when the prevailing winds are blowing 
from the land, and the other in the summer, when they gencrally blow on shore. 

The average depth of St. Mary’s bar may be estimated at twelve feet, the same as at Charleston, 
taking the season through. 

The following distances were actually measured at low water, viz; From thirteen fect within the 
bar to thirteen feet without, measured one hundred and fifty yards. 

The distance from the north to the south shoals, measured three hundr.d yards. 

The sands on the bar are much the same as on Charleston bar, subject to shift by the effect of heavy 
gales; but how far they have been affected since the survey of Lieut. Ramage is not clearly ascertained, 
as the chart of that period was not fully completed at that point, in consequence of the inclemency of the 
weather not permitting the taking of a sufficient number of lines of soundings, to delineate every part 
and feature of the bar. 

Additional lines of soundings have been added, but, as before mentioned, the difference of the season 
of the year may produce some variance in the depth, with those before taken. 

The rise and fall of tide at this bar, as well as at Charlestun bar, may, upon an average, be esti- 
mated at six feet. 

The directions for entering this bar, and for anchoring in the harbor, &c., in the report of Lieut. 
Ramage, are found to be strictly correct. 

A considerable enlargement of the sandy shoals, forming the northeast side of the harbor, has taken 
place since the survey of Licut. Ramage, which may eventually have a tendency to confine the water in 
such a narrow passage as to wash away and make a deeper channel over the main bar. 

The harbors within the bar, cailed Cumberland and Amelia, are safe and commodious. 

The convenience of this port, as a naval rendezvous for West India cruisers, is about the same as 
Charleston, in regard to the facilities of reaching it in the winter season. 

The difficulty which arises in proceeding to a further distance north, to arrive at Charleston, is 
equalled by the difficulty of proceeding to a greater distance west, to arrive at St. Mary’s, during the 
continuance of the westwardly gales, which frequently blew in the winter season very heavy from the 


coast. 
LAWRENCE KEARNY, Master Commandant United States Navy. 


D. 


New York, December 31, 1825. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that acting Lieutenant Jonathan W. Sherburne has so far com: 
pleted the chart of Charleston bar as to present it as a reference, connected with my report I had the 


honor to send in on the 16th inst. 
It has been determined since my report, (by calculating upon the survey of St. Mary’s bar, in 1822 
and in 1825,) that the shoal at the north side of the channel advances to the southward, as at Charleston 


bar. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, LAWRENCE KEARNY. 


Hon. Sauvex L. Sovuruarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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E. 
Extract from the report on the survey of the coast af Florida, made by James Ramage, United States navy. 


These observations commenced at St. Mary’s river, dividing Georgia from Flerida, and continue 
with the line of the seacoast until they terminate at the Tortugas Islands. 

Cumberland harbor, which lies at the entrance of St. Mary’s river, is bounded on the north by 
Cumberland Island, on the south by Amelia and Tyger Islands, on the west by Georgia and the river 
St. Mary’s, and on the east by a line of shoals, extending from the point of Cumberland Island in a 
southern direction, about five and a half miles, to the bar. It is spacious and perfectly secure, having 
good anchorage and a sufficient depth of water. The entrance over the bar is narrow, but not difficult, 
as is also the channel formed by the above line of shoals, and those extending from the shore to Amelia 
Island. 

Connected with the Cumberland harbor is a smaller one, formed by Amelia and Tiger Islands, having 
sufficient depth of water for any vessels that can cross the bar, and affording the most perfect shelter 
from all winds. 

The greatest depth of water found on the bar at St. Mary’s, during three months’ observation, was 
eighteen and a half feet; the least, eleven fect; but the ordinary rise and fall, when not acted on by 
tempestuous weather, or other causes, may fairly be estimated at seventeen and a half for high water, 
and eleven and a half for low, and generally about fifteen feet at half tide. 


Directions for crossing St. Mary’s bar, and sailing into Cumberland and Amelia harbors. 


Bring the light-house on Cumberland Island to bear northwest one-half west and steer directly for it; the 
soundings will gradually shoal, from seven fathoms to five, then very close to the bar; continue the above 
course, which will cross the bar in mid-channel, between the north and south breakers. When over the 
bar, where a boat buoy is now placed, immediately steer northwest by north one-half north by compass, to 
clear a shoal, called the Middles, about two and a half miles distant, and extending from the shore of Amelia 
Island to within a short distance of the eastern side of the channel. There is a buoy on the spit of this 
shoal, which must be left on the larboard hand. The channel between the bar, on this buoy, is very nar- 
row, and the deepest water close to the breakers on the east side; the soundings in the middle are from 
seventeen to twenty-three feet, at low water, deepening nearer to the breakers, and decreasing towards 
the shore. After passing the bank of the Middle, steer northwest by north one-half west for the north end of 
Amelia Island; the channel becomes wider, and the water gradually deeper. When up with the point of 
Amelia, if bound to Cumberland harbor, steer northwest by west until the light-house bears northeast 
distant from Cumberland Island one mile; then anchor in five fathoms mud and sand, with good holding 
ground, If bound to Amelia harbor, keep Amelia Point close on board, to avoid an extensive shoal 
which makes off from Tyger Island; and, by the lead, continue to steer along the shore of Amelia until 
up with the town of Fernandina; then anchor in mid-channel in six and a half fathoms water, and excel- 
lent holding ground. If bound to the town of St. Mary’s from Cumberland harbor, from which the 
entrance to the river is plainly discoverable, steer for it, avoiding a spit which extends from the lower 
point of Jolly river, and enter the river St. Mary’s about mid-channel; continue thus to ascend it until 
near the town, when, to avoid an extensive shoal making from the larboard shore, two-thirds across, it is 
necessary to keep close to the marsh on the starboard side. A vessel drawing eighteen feet water can 
navigate the river St. Mary’s as high as the town. 

There is a small channel of entrance to Cumberland harbor, called the Swash channel, in which there 
is from five to seven feet, at low water; it runs near to Cumberland Island, but so frequently varies in 
its direction and depth, from the effects of winds, that it should never be attempted but in extreme cases. 

The latitude of the light-house on Cumberland Island is thirty degrees forty-five minutes forty-seven 
seconds, north. The longicude could not be accurately determined for want of time keepers. The observed 
variation of the magnetic needle, was six seconds fifty-cight hundredths, east; the daily variation, twenty- 
five seconds. 

The tides at St. Mary’s, when not acted on by temporary and local causes, are very regular. It is 
high water on the bar, on the full and change of the moon, at seven minutes forty seconds; in Cumber- 
land harbor, at eight minutes forty-five seconds, and the average rise and fall is estimated to be six and 
a half feet. 

The east and northeast winds, being those which mostly prevail in the winter months, and some- 
times blow with great violence, create the highest tides, by forcing a large column of water upon the 
coast. The winds from northwest have a contrary effect; but, although they sometimes blow with violence, 
they do not last long, generally shifting to the northeast and east. During the spring and summer 
months the land and sea breezes prevail, occasionally interrupted by an easterly gale which lasts four or 
five days. 


Remarks relative to the defence of St. Mary's. 


When it is considered that St. Mary’s is the only safe harbor, possessing the greatest depth of 
water at its entrance, on the eastern frontier of the United Stites south of the Chesapeake Bay, it 
becomes an important point on the line of maritime defences: and, whether we consider it as affording 
protection to our military and commercial marine in time of war, or security to the southern section of 
our country, the results are manifestly in favor of its being well defended. As an exterior line of 
defence, having these objects in view, a fort, constructed on the south point of Cumberland Island, and 
another opposite, on the north point of Amelia, would be the most favorable positions, the distance 
between them being 4,807 yards; therefore both would completely command the channel, through which 
all vessels must pass to reach Cumberland harbor. 

A small steam battery would be a most efficient auxiliary force, if constructed to navigate the 
extensive line of inland navigation, to which it would not only afford protection, but, in case the works 
of St. Mary’s were threatened by a large force, it would prevent the enemy from crossing the bar with 
his heavy vessels, which might be effected by lightening them of their armament, and afterwards receiv- 
ing it on board when over the bar, a measure which the forts alone could not prevent. 
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It is very much to be regretted that the lighthouse on Cumberland Island has been located there; it 
now serves only as a light, but had it been placed in the proper position, on Amelia Island, it would have 
answered the double purpose of a light and beacon, to direct the mariner in his course across the bar, 
Under existing circumstances, a beacon, erected on Amelia Island, would be very serviceable in sailing 
to and over the bar, inside of which a buat buoy is now placed; but as it is liable to be occasionally 
removed, either by gales of wind, or for repairs, the necessity of a beacon is very apparent. 

The climate of St. Mary’s is nearly similar to that of the whole of Florida, almost continual spring. The 
mean temperature in the month of December was 60.54 of Fahrenhcit’s thermometer; in January 53.49, 
and in February, 49.48. The greatest thermometrical elevation during the above period was 78.76, and 
the lowest depression 21.40. The range of the thermometer during the summer months is from 82 to 
87, and the mean annual heat may be estimated at 72. 

The soil in the vicinity of St. Mary’s river, near to the sea, is chiefly sandy. Large tracts of allu- 

vion, or marsh, border on the rivers; but as no attempts have hitherto been made to reclaim them, it is 
problematical whether they are capable of being rendered arable. The sand hills, or, as they are called, 
hammock lands, produce the long staple cotton, of a good quality, which is at present the principal 
article of agriculture. Some attempts have been made to raise the sugar cane on the banks of the 
river, which so far succeeded as to produce the cane, but I am not informed that sugar was produced 
from it. 
The district of St. Mary’s furnishes abundant supplies of the finest kinds of timber, namely, live 
oak, hickory, pine, cypress, ash, maple, and locust. The general face of the country presents a sterile 
and barren appearance, apparently incapable of ever supporting a dense population, without forced 
upon it from causes having their origin in its geographical and political position. 

The river St. Mary’s is remarkably destitute of finny inhabitants. It has its source (according to a recent 
survey made by order of the State of Georgia) in the Okefinoka swamp, from whence it pursues a mean- 
dering course four hundred and twenty miles, until it empties itself into the sea between Cumberland 
and Amelia Islands. It is navigable for vessels of one hundred and fifty tons sixty miles from its entrance. 

Should the works I have already proposed be erected for the defence of St. Mary’s, a great security 
would be afforded, in time of war, to the State of Georgia and Territory of Florida, a safe retreat to our 
public and private armed vessels engaged in the West India seas, and an important line of inland navi- 
gation protected, extending from the river St. John’s in Florida, to Charleston in South Carolina, a dis- 
tance of nearly two hundred miles. 





° No. 1. 


Replies of Michael Dulaney, a branch pilot, to questions in relation to Charleston bar. 


CHARESTON SHIP BAR. 

Question. What is the depth of water at high tide, at the lowest spring tide, on an average, in 
moderate weather? 

Answer. Eighteen feet, at high water. 

Ques. And what at the highest springs? 

Ans. From twenty to twenty-one feet, but have known twenty-two feet at high water. 

Ques. What depth at low water, common tides (average)? 

Ans. From twelve to twelve and a half feet at low water. 

Ques. What at high water, common tides—say, at an average, and moderate weather? 

Ans. From sixteen and a half to seventeen and a half feet at high tide. 

Vues. What difference in the depth of water on a bar is made by a stiff breeze from the eastward? 

Ans, From one and a half to two feet, if the wind has been blowing twenty-four or thirty hours. 

Ques. What difference is there with a stiff breeze off shore, say from the northward and westward? 

Ans. The wind from north to northwest does not materially affect the tide, but from south-southwest 
to north-northwest would lessen the tides from two to three feet. 

Ques. What are the rise and fall of common tides, moderate weather? 

Ans. Six feet. 

Ques. What are the rise and fall of spring tides, moderate weather? 

Ans. From seven to eight feet, and sometimes eight and a half feet. 

Ques. What are the best winds to cross the bar, with a heavy draft of water? 

Ans. The winds from north to south-southeast would be best to go into port, and to go out, from 
north round by the west to south, are the best. 

Ques. What winds affect the flowing of the tides to the greatest advantage? 

Ans. From northeast to southeast. 

Ques. With what draft of water can you prudently attempt to cross the bar, at common tides, 


and at what time of the tide would you enter the bar? 
Ans. From sixteen and a half to seventeen feet at smooth water, high tide; either going in or out, 


one hour before high water. 

Ques. With what draft would you attempt it at spring tides; and what is the greatest draft 
you would venture in with under the most favorable circumstances of winds and tides? 

Ans. At spring tides and smooth water would attempt to bring in seventeen and a half or eighteen 
feet. 
Ques. What is the greatest draft of water you can carry out with convenience and safety, upon 
an average tide, say between the neaps and springs? 

Ans. From fifteen and a half to sixteen and a half feet, with the greatest safety, when the sea is 


smooth. 
MICHAEL DULANEY, a Branch Pilot for the Bar and Harbor of Charleston. 
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Replies made by John Mullings, a branch pilot, to questions in relation to Charleston bar. 


CHARLESTON SHIP BAR. 


First question. What is the depth of water at high tide, and lowest spring tides (on an average) in 
moderate weather? 

Answer. Seventeen feet and a half. 

Second question, And what at the highest spring's? 

Ans. From nineteen to twenty feet. 

Third question. What depth at low water common tides (average). 

Ans. Twelve feet. 

Fourth question. What at high water, common tides, say on an average, and moderate weather? 

Ans. Eighteen feet. 

Fifth question, What difference in the depth of water on the bar is made by a stiff breeze from the 
eastward? 

Ans. From a foot and a half to two feet. 

Sixth question. What difference is there with a stiff breeze off shore, say from the northward and 
westward? 

Ans. The north wind lowers the tide none; the west wind from one to two feet, according to the 
strength of the breeze. : 

Seventh question. What are the rise and fall of common tides, moderate weather? 

Ans. Six feet water. 

Lighth question. What are the rise and fall of spring tides, moderate weather? 

Ans. From seven to eight feet. 

Ninth question. What are the best winds to cross the bar, with a heavy draft of water? 

Ans. From northeast to southeast. 

Tenth question. What winds affect the flowing of the tides to the greatest advantage? 

Ans. From north to east. 

Eleventh question. With what draft of water can you prudently attempt to cross the bar at 
common tides, and at what time of the tide would you enter the bar? 

Ans. Seven: en feet, at five hours flood. 

Twelfth question. With what draft would you attempt it at spring tides, and what is the greatest 
draft you would venture in with under the most favorable circumstances of winds and tides? 

Ans. Kighteen feet. 

Thirteenth question. What is the greatest draft of water you can carry out with convenience and 
safety upon an average tide, say between the neaps and springs? 

Ans. Sixteen and a half feet. 


JOHN MULLINGS, Branch Pilot for the Bar and Harbor of Charleston, 


No. 2. 
Report of John Robertson, Esq., late Navy agent at Charleston. 


PORT OF CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Question first. The depth of water upon Charleston bar, at the lowest and the highest spring tides, 
and at common tides? 

Answer. The lowest tides are from June to August; spring tides, the highest, are in April, May, Sep- 
tember and October; common tides from November to March. Water on the bar, lowest 17 feet; highest 
spring tides, 21 feet; common tides, 18 feet. 

Question second. Whether the depth of water upon the bar is affected by any, and what winds? to 
what extent, and in what manner? ; 

Ans. The tides are affected by southerly and westerly winds, which prevail from June till September, 
and are called neap tides. The northerly winds prevail from November to March. The northeast winds 
raise the tides, and the southwest and west reduce the most. At times, the tides rise only three and a 
half to four, and, at other times, with a northeast to southeast wind, to eight feet. Mr. Michael Delaney, 
one of the oldest pilots, states he can carry out a merchant ship drawing seventeen or seventeen and a 
half feet, and a man-of-war of eighteen feet, and that there would be more safety for the latter in cross- 
ing the bar, arising from their superior sailing. 

Question third. The strength of the current on the bar, and to a safe anchorage within it? 

Ans. The strength of the flood upon the bar is about two knots; when the wind is southeast to south- 
west and northeast, one and a half knots. The ebb runs with the usual winds three to three and a half; 
and if there is a fresh in the river, about four knots. A safe anchorage within the bar may be had, the 
light bearing west by south in three and a half and four fathoms. Ships-of-war generally anchor in the 
Roads, opposite Sullivan’s Island, in seven to nine feet, (probably fathoms. ) 

Question fourth. Width of the channel upon the bar? Fifth Width of the bar? Stath. And nature 
of the bottom? Seventh. With what winds large vessels can cross the bar, inwards and outwards? 

Ans. Width of the channel upon the bar from north to south, one-quarter of .a mile. Fifth. Width 
of the bar east and west, about a mile; the shoal part about three hundred yards. Sixth. Bottom sand 
and mud. Seventh. Vessels cross the bar inwards, with the winds from north to south; and outward from 
north to west. 

Question eighth. The prevailing winds at different seasons of the year? 

Ans. The prevailing winds from June to September, are southeast to west; from September to Janu- 
ary, north to east; from January to May, northeast and southwest. 

Question ninth. The extent of safe anchorage for large vessels, after crossing the har, may be from 
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Cumming’s Point, opposite Sullivan’s Island, all the way to the city, an extent of six miles and 
upwards. 

Question tenth. The convenience of such anchorage for receiving supplies from the shore? 

Ans. The convenience of such anchorage for receiving supplies is easy, unless a gale of wind should 
happen, which is seldom. Packet boats and steambvats can always be had, should vessels of war not 
choose to use their own boats and men. 

Question eleventh. The facilities for obtaining good fresh water? 4 

Ans. Good fresh water is supplied by tanks with forcing pumps from good wells. Theve-are large 
cisterns upon the wharves which afford a good supply, if preferred. 

Question twelfth. What supplies of provisions and stores for a fleet could be obtained from the sur- 
rounding country, and to what extent, at short notice? 

Ans. The planters of this State cultivate rice and cotton, and do not turn their attention to salting 
pork and beef; nor growing any great quantity of wheat for grinding and putting up flour, preferring to 
depend upon the north for supplies of salted provision, butter, lard, flour, &c. In the event of a fleet 
calling at this port for supplies, it is admitted only a small quantity could be had, except fresh beef, 
pork, salted beef, salted pork, bread, flour, and whiskey, &c. If it was known that the smaller sized 
vessels of war would resort to this for supplies, merchants would always keep on hand such articles as 
may be required in every line of business. The United States might have a depot of salted beef, pork, 
butter, and such articles as would keep in this climate, and purchase the smaller as occasion required. 

Question thirteenth. Whether the harbor has good positions for a dock or navy yard? 

Ans. It has several good positions. A navy yard might be established upon a scale suited to the 
depth of water upon the bar at spring tides, at different places. 

First. Opposite to the city, upon the same island whereon Castle Pinckney is erected; to the north 
of the castle is a body of marsh, which, at a considerable expense, might be excavated and deepened for 
a dock; the mud and sand taken out would, in part, raise a dam or bank to erect the necessary buildings 
upon, aided with palmetto logs and stone. There are plenty of shells on banks in the rivers, which, with 
coarse lime, a strong work could be erected; a cistern could be built to contain all the rain water that 
might fall upon the buildings. The castle has a cistern to supply a soldiery. The channel runs within 
fifty yards of the marsh. <A rough sketch has been made of a dock, The advantage of a depot adjoining 
the castle would be that the seamen and workmen could, at all times, be kept at their post, and prevented 
from getting intoxicated at houses in the city. This situation would require a strong embankment to 
resist a rise of waters during a hurricane. 

Second. Three miles above the city, on the eastern side of Cooper river, is Lempriere’s Point, where 
there is a basin, surrounded nearly by high land, the diameter of which is 150 yards; this could be exca- 
vated and deepened so as to admit vessels, at spring tides, of ten feet, to enter from the river. Wells 
could be sunk to supply all the good water that might be wanted. This site could be fenced in and he 
men prevented from visiting the city. The health, at all seasons, is said to be good, as the proprietor 
lives there all the year. August, September and October are the sickly months. 

Third. The site where the John Adams was built is four miles by land from the city, upon a bold 
creck of five fathoms. The situation is low, and water bad; all who have lived there the year round never 
escape the fall fevers; the men cannot be prevented from coming to town at night. 

Fourth. Between Gadsden’s wharf and wharves to the south is a body of marsh land, belonging to 
the estate of the late Col. Henry Laurence; this is for sale. It would require to be dammed in, and a 
wharf of palmetto logs erected, in the manner all have been done on Cooper river, at a considerable 
expense. 

Fifth. There is a bold creek (Town) above Gadsden’s wharf, that is twenty feet deep at low water, 
and runs near the land called Hempstead. A wharf could be run from the high land, a distance of 450 
yards. The water, with which the tanks supply the shipping, is from this quarter. This site may be a 
mile and a half from the centre of the city, and, to be improved, would require a considerable sum. 

Sixth. There are shipwrights, who offer their wharves for sale, and would require improvements. 

Seventh. There is a tide water saw-mill upon the margin of Ashley river, upper end of Tradd street. 

There is a considerable parcel of land formed with mud and sawdust. A wharf has been run out 
with palmetto logs, and filled in part; there is ten feet at low water: this mill and site may be purchased, 

The river is five or seven feet deep, and is upon the western side of the city, and secure from north- 
east and southeast winds, in hurricane seasons: this situation is capable of extensive improvements; Cis- 
terns must be built to contain rain water that may fall on the buildings. There are not any wells of good 
water, easy of access, on this river. All pine lumber, and some other kinds, comes into this river, fresh 
from the country, for the mills on both sides of the city. There is also another situation, a quarter of a 
mile above, on a creek, which would require deepening to come near the land. 

Eighth. A wharf, with two brick stores, tiled and slated, may be purchase ', or leased, from Mr. F. C. 
May, adjoining the ship yards, on Cooper river, the same that was occupied during the war by the Navy 
Department, and since for a time. 

This could be fenced in upon two sides, and would answer as heretofore, upon a small scale. By 
adding a head to the present wharf, a sloop-of-war could haul on each side, land stores, careen and refit; 
there may be cighteen feet at the head of the wharf; bottom soft mud. 

This is the most eligible situation in the city for a temporary establishment, all the mechanics being 
near at hand. A cistern could be made, at a small expense, to supply vessels in part. 

Question fourteenth. How near does the channel run to the shore? 

Ans. To Castle Pinckney, about 40 or 50 yards; to one wharf on Cooper river, 30 to 40 yards; to 
Lempriere’s Point, 30 to 40 yards; any vessel that can cross the bars can lay at anchor at those distances 
from the shore, in 44 to 5 and 7. 

Question fifteenth. General health and quality of the soil? 

Ans. There are only three months considered sickly in this State—August, September, and October. 
Soil, in some places, mud and sand. High land generally sandy. 

Question sixteenth. Wharfing to the channel? 

Ans. Palmetto logs resist worms, and are in general use in building wharves, and may be had in 
abundance. Stone may be had from the north to fill up, or build and shingle. Ballast from merchant 
ships for the like purpose. 

Question seventeenth. Whether the worm is destructive in the harbor? 
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Ans. The worms cut from April to November, and a new bottom has been destroyed by them in six 
weeks, so as to require new plank. 

Question eighteenth. Price of provisions of every kind? 

Ans. The prices of provisions vary, according to seasons, and a variety of occurrences; and to fix a 
stationary rate is not practicable in any city of the United States. 

Question nineteenth. The facilities of obtaining timber? 

Ans. The facility of obtaining pine timber, cypress, and white oak, is easy; it is cut on Edisto river, 
and rafted to the city: live oak is cut on the island, and upon the main land, and is sent to the city in 
small vessels constructed for the purpose. 

Question twentieth. Number of mechanics to be obtained, and laborers; also, the daily wages of each? 

ans. There are shipwrights, white and colored, 120; black and whitesmiths, 130; gunsmiths, 15; 
block and pump makers, 25; boat-builders, 16; ship-joiners, 10; brassfounders and coppersmiths, 10; 
sailmakers, 32; riggers, 20; painters, 60; coopers, 60; turners, 16; tin-workers and plumbers, 20; mill- 
wrights, 16; wheelwrights, 84; cabinet-makers, 60; coachmakers, 40; house-carpenters, 200; tanners, 
40; bakers, 60; butchers, 100; saw-mills, impelled by water and steam, 8; iron foundries, 2; ropewalks, 
2; ship-chandlers, 6. There are also a number of other tradesmen, whose occupation is essential in the 
community. The wages of white workmen is $2 per day; black, or colored, $1; and colored laborers can 
be hired at ten or twelve dollars per month. The general average of wages is $1.12} per day, and is 


cheaper than in Boston. 
JNO. ROBERTSON. 
Cuarteston, May 18, 1825. : 





No. 3. 


Cuar.eston, August 5, 1825. 


Dear Sir: The polite acceptance of the offer made you, to contribute our personal services and infor- 
mation in aid of the important investigation you are commissioned to make, touching the expediency of 
establishing a national Navy yard at Charleston, with the specified points of inquiry subsequently 
received, were early submitted to the consideration of the committee. A desire to impart full and minute 
information, the difficulty of procuring a simultaneous action on subjects eliciting the opinions of several, 
and your indulgence limiting the suspension of this reply to our own convenience, we respectfully offer 
as apologies for the time permitted to elapse since your communication was received. 

To the several inquiries whether there are good positions in this harbor? Their proximity to a depth 
of water equal to that on the bar? The facility for obtaining fresh water? And the general health of 
such positions? the committee have instructed me to make the subjoined replication. 

There are several, well adapted to the uses of the government. The best, in some respects, are 
already occupied for commercial uses, and can now be procured only at a cost which it is probable would 
constitute a serious objection. Those which remain may be procured and improved for a trifling amount, 
and do unquestionably offer some advantages of which the first are not susceptible. 

On the Cooper river, and within the corporate limits of Charleston, is a lot, the property of the heirs 
of the late Henry Laurence, very capacious and contiguous to springs of fresh water. The health of 
this spot may be estimated by the health of the city; it consists of shoal and high marsh lands, occa- 
sionally covered by the tides. The depth of water is 20 to 25 feet, where the improvements will be made, 
leaving an extensive dock in the rear. The distance from the high land to the channel is 1,100 feet. 

The next lot of land above Gasden’s wharf, for a description, admits of reference to the first; 
possesses the same advantages and disadvantages, is without the corporate limits of the city, and is 
supposed to be generally healthy, even to foreigners. 

At the eastern extremity of the Charleston line another has been noticed, but its inaccessible location 
renders it ineligible, though presenting the advantages of health and good water. 

The ship yard on Town creck, occupied by the late Paul Pritchard, and by him selected for building 
the frigate John Adams, is three miles from the city. The high land is contiguous to the channel, and 
affords an adequate depth of water. This situation is sickly in the fall of the year; and good fresh 
water can be procured only by cisterns, or transportation in tanks. 

Hobcaro, the property of William Pritchard, is a bluff on the eastern side of Cooper river, 25 miles 
from the city, at the base of which is an adequate depth of water for any naval purposes. The health 
of this position is equivocal; it is the received opinion that fall fevers occur sometimes here. Fresh 
water is abundant, and very good. There are one or more positions contiguous to this spot, and very 
highly esteemed by practical men for their adaptation to the uses contemplated. Prince’s Point, and a 
piece of land, the property of W. Smith, jr., may merit your inspection. 

Schute’s Folly, the island of marsh land, opposite the city, on which Castle Pinckney is located, 
affords two or more admirable positions; a light cost, in a national view, would render this place the very 
best site for such an establishment. The health of this place has often been tested, and may, with no 
impropriety, be compared with Sullivan’s Island. Its insular situation will advance and facilitate the 
establishment and maintenance of subordination and discipline; while it places without the reach of 
depredation the materials and stores requisite for naval uses. Fresh water may be obivined in tanks, or 
received into cisterns. The channel on both sides of the island affords an adequate depth of water for 
any vessel that can pass the bar. 

These are all the positions on the Cooper river, and one of its confluent streams, that the committee 
think would answer. Your attention will now be directed to the Ashley. The first, on Mr. Duncan’s 
mill establishment, is on the edge of the river; at his wharf a depth of 18 feet water will be found, and 
any required depth by a small projection of the work towards the channel. A good road has been made 
to cross the marsh 700 or 800 feet in length to this point; it would be requisite to augment the space 
now occupied as a lumber yard, by filling above the high tides the contiguous marsh lands. Fresh water 
must be procured for this position through the intervention of tanks or cisterns. This situation is con- 
sidered healthy. In ascending the river a few hundred yards, another situation is offered, holding a high 
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place in public estimation: Mr. Martin Stroble’s steam-mill lots, and the lots of Messrs. Hurtz, Brisbane 
and Hadeston, to the west. An extensive shoal of 7 or 800 feet is here interposed between the high 
land and the channel of the river. This situation is healthy, affords good fresh water, is covered from 
equinoctial gales, and the very best for obtaining the requisite supplies of materials, fuel, &. The two 
latter places are within the corporate limits of the city. 

From this position to, or near the Grove, the residence of the late William Lowndes, a margin of 
marsh land of 1,500 to 2,000 feet skirts at the river; at the Grove the river again washes the high land 
affording a site easily improved, yielding a supply of good water, but not so accessible as either of those 
first mentioned, and supposed to be sickly in the fall of the year. 

These are all the positions near or within the city, which the committee think adapted to the con- 
templated work. It is apprehended that objections may arise to the extent of shoal and marsh land 
which must be necessarily embraced in the completion of a navy yard. Such objections will disappear 
when the original cost, the facility of improvement, and the great advantages they offer are considered, 
The lands thus circumstanced are usually procured at a small cost, and the materials for filling and 
raising them cheap and abundant. 

Individual enterprise, even under prospects of equivocal benefit, evinces the correctness of this 
opinion; nor are the advantages they present to be disregarded. It is indispensable to every such 
establishment, in this climate, to have the command of a commensurate dock for depositing and presery- 
ing the timber and other materials required for the building and repair of vessels. In such they are 
kept without injury from the worm, for many years, and obtain a durability proportioned to their con- 
tinuance in the salt water; the saline particles percolating and displacing the natural moisture or sap. 
The expediency and propriety of such an appendage cannot be too earnestly urged. 

Experience favors the general impression that the worm is not so destructive in this harbor as in 
lower latitudes. Small vessels, navigating the rivers and creeks near Charleston, require to be careened 
two or three times in the year, but, as they are protected only by the pitch, and perpetually exposed to 
have it removed by the shell banks and shoals, on which they frequently lie at low water, this extraordi- 
nary case will not surpise. The materials for building and repairs are perfectly protected by the docks 
previously the subject of remark; vessels of war on a southern station are usually shielded by copper. 

The material uniformly employed in constructing the wharves of Charleston is the cabbage or pal- 
metto tree. The strength and durability of this wood, when skillfully united, and its capacity to resist 
the worm considered, places it high in estimation. In the employment of this, but a small sum is requi- 
site for the completion of an extensive work. Pine wood, mud, sand and stones furnish the filling, and 
abundantly supplied. ™ 

There would be no difficulty in procuring an adequate supply of provisions for vessels of war. The 
quantity would keep pace with the emergency, and increase as rapidly as the public wants should indi- 
cate. During the last war, when our northern supplies were intercepted, an abundance of wholesome 
flour, and of cattle and hogs, were furnished to the troops on various southern stations from this place. 
Independently of the resources of this State, Tennessee, Kentucky, North Carolina, and Georgia would 
contribute, on any new emergency, to answer every possible demand. These States were resorted to 
when our usual resources had failed, but the facility, in a time of peace, of procuring provisions from the 
northern States would remove every doubt of a deficiency. 

Thus far, we have replied, specifically, to the interrogatories you were pleased to make to the com- 
mittee; and, under the general privilege of furnishing any other information, we take the liberty to sub- 
join the following remarks: 

The bar has been, and is still, regarded a potent obstacle to the establishment of extensive naval 
operations at this placé. We are fully aware of the reasoning on this subject, and the minute practical 
information you have procured by a laborious investigation. It is a matter, however, so vitally impor- 
tant to the prosperity of Charleston, that we would lean confidently on your indulgent attention for the 
suggestions here offered. Mr. Michael Delany, a man of respectability and great experience in his pur- 
suit as a pilot, declares, with confidence, that a vessel of war drawing 18 feet water, and a merchant ship 
of 17 feet, can cross the bar: the superior sailing of the former rendering it more safe than for the latter. 
Within the knowledge of the committee, two merchant ships did go out a few days since, one of them 
drawing 164 feet, and the other 17 feet, on an ordinary tide. There is, however, not one of higher 
authority than your own to attest these facts. If, however, a conclusion hostile to our desires results 
from the impression that the depth of water is insufficient, and the bar dangerous, we do conceive that 
the removai of the impediment is not only within the power but the province of the national government. 
In seeking the remedy, it is expedient to recur to the originating cause of the defect. One of the early 
acts of the corporate authorities of Charleston was to fix the rates of pilotage. By these, vessels draw- 
21 feet are recognized, and could not have obtained a place there had any obstruction existed to their 
passing in safety. If, then, (and the fact may be further illustrated by reference to other official docu- 
ments, ) there was 22 or 23 feet water on the bar, the difference which now appears is calculated to excite 
alarm, and interest all those whose duty it may be to trace the cause and arrest an evil which threatens 
to annihilate the commerce of Charleston. This cause, the committee think, will be found in the receding 
points of Sullivan’s and James’ Islands. It is the opinion of several old and observing gentlemen, that, 
at the period when General Moultrie so gallantly defended the Palmetto fort, the proximate points of 
those islands were from six to seven hundred yards nearer than at present. As this outlet widens, the 
bar necessarily becomes shallower. 

By the dispersion of the confluent streams of Ashley and Cooper rivers over this augmented space, 
the currents lose their effective and direct action, are divided, and minor channels are formed, and the 
deeper gradually closed. 

Should the government carry into effect a favorite and long contemplated measure of defence, that 
of constructing a permanent fort at the eastern extremity of the shoal or bank leading from the present 
site of Fort Johnson to Sullivan’s Island, and uniting it to James’ Island by a sea wall, and protecting 
Fort Moultrie by a similar wall projected from the west end of Sullivan’s Island, in process of time the 
bar would afford a greater depth of water, the city obtain the defence it has long required, and the port 
of Charleston, in its increasing commerce and the advantages it would present to the naval service, 
amply refund the sums thus applied. It is confidently believed by the committee that Gen. Bernard 
recommended this position as the best in the harbor for a fort. It will not certainly be regarded imma- 
terial to the general government to have a secure and always accessible point of rendezvous between the 




















1826.] EXAMINATION OF HARBORS. 475 








capes of the Chesapeake and the Florida. During a period of war it is indispensable. There is certainly 
not one on this great extent of coast more convenient, or improvable at a less cost. 

The number of mechanics at Charleston vary from twelve to fifteen hundred; of these one hundred 
and twenty are ship carpenters, particularly devoted to that branch of business. This number may be 
augmented in a short time to answer every possible call. Our young men have hitherto been prevented 
from engaging in a pursuit unhappily rendered unproductive, and in which there rarely occurs an oppor- 
tunity fur the display of skill or exercise of talents. 

Since the adoption of the Constitution, and consequent surrender of the imposts to the general 
government by this State, this branch has declined; foy, with the exception of a vessel of war contributed 
by this State, or perhaps a few gun boats and revenue cutters ordered by the general government, and 
some slight repairs to vessels on southern stations, the patronage of the general government has been 
withheld. It will not then be looked for that we should at once compete with the northern cities, into 
which the national favors have flowed with a perpetual and exhilarating stream, eliciting, improving, and 
rewarding exertion. 

Amongst the mechanics of Charleston are many ship-joiners and blacksmiths, emulous to vindicate 
their just claims to merit and a portion of the public favor. Our bakers are confessedly equal to any 
in the Union for their promptitude in executing orders, and the excellence and durability of their bread. 
If to these we add the low rates at which ordinary laborers may be employed, it will not surprise when 
we assert that a vessel of war can be built and fitted for sea, under all the disadvantages we labor, for 
as little money as in any other city in the Union. 

The number of seamen, it is reasonable to infer, will have a just ratio to the commerce of a sea port, 
but we indulge the opinion that it will rather exceed than fall short of that proportion at Charleston. 
From Cape Henry to the mouths of the Mississippi, an extensive coast is presented, on many parts of 
which are the allurements to water excursions, which primarily promote that knowledge and those dispo- . 
sitions which constitute the sailor. 

From such, in a time of emergency, (and the case has already occurred) influenced by patriotism or 
interest, a considerable number have embarked, and with adequate skill, to be highly useful either as 
mariners or seamen; to such there is no point of rendezvous superior on this extent of coast to Charleston. 

Our Marine hospital has acquired a reputation which places it deservedly high in that class of public 
institutions. For, notwithstanding an insufficient allotment of funds under the acts of Congress relating 
to this subject, the city council of Charleston, influenced by a commendable regard to this valuable class 
of citizens, have exhibited the means of securing to them the best attendance and medical skill of which 
such an establishment was susceptible. It is now so well organized and conducted that, for the number 
of patients, as many pass from it cured or relieved as from any other perhaps in the world, while a com- 
plaint is rarely or never heard. 

We are sensible, sir, of the trespass committed on your time and attention; but the deep importance 
of the subject, and the great interest we represent, will, it is hoped, furnish satisfactory apology. 

With the highest respect and regard, your obedient servant, 
THOS. BENNETT, 
Chairman Committee of Citizens interested in the establishment of a Navy Yard at Charleston. 


P. S—I have been directed to add that vessels can now, with the aid of steamboats, cross the bar, 
without regard to the direction of the wind, during the day; and, with the aid of another light, could 
pass at night with equal safety and facility. 

Capt. LawreNcE KEARNEY. 





No. 4. 


Letter from Joseph Johnson and John Stoney, in relation to the port of Charleston affording suitable sites for 
a Navy yard. 


CHareston, January 3, 1825. 


Dear Sir: You have paid us the compliment to ask information respecting the sites for a Navy yard, 
in the vicinity of Charleston. We cheerfully afford such as we possess, but can only suggest some of 
the relative advantages and disadvantages of each. Your better judgment must decide. 

We suppose it an object of some importance that such an establishment should be as near to the 
city as would be consistent with health, for the convenience of portage and transportation, and for mutual 
support in case of invasion. 

The first that we propose is that well known as Strobel’s steam saw-mill, and the land running from 
it westwardly, to the channel of Ashley river. This is the situation resorted to for safety, by vessels, 
during our severe N. E. and S. E. gales. It is safe from both town and country fever, if the workmen 
will confine themselves to that neighborhood during its prevalence; and affords, we believe, a sufficiency 
of good drinking water. It is the most convenient that can be chosen for procuring all necessary sup- 
plies of yellow pine timber and plank, and for preserving these and other timber and spars. It is feared 
that the wharf, required to reach a sufficient depth of water for large vessels, would be expensive, both 
in its construction and repairs. It is said that, although there is an extensive flat on this shore, the 
channel makes a bend near to this particular situation; on this point you must examine for yourself, or 
obtain correct information from Mr. Beach. 

At the northeastern extremity of the lines, in Hampstead, about one and a half miles from the city, 
is a high and healthy situation, with a good landing and excellent water. This has been recommended, 
provided the adjoining marsh land be purchased to the channel of Town creek. Here it would be neces- 
sary to build a short wharf, and connect it with the high land by a causeway and bridge; the distance 
about one-fourth of a mile. The depth of water would be abundant, and the whole establishment sheltered. 

Castle Pinckney, and the island on which it stands, is likewise recommended for our purpose. Its 
insular situation, proximity to the city, protection from the castle, facility of transportation by water, 
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fine depth of water, and probable health of the residents, go far to recommend it. On the other hand, 
the marsh is all very low, and overflowed by every spring tide; the southeastern portion, in particular, ig 
exposed to gales. No fresh drinking water is to be had, except from rain collected in cisterns. The 
northern extremity is a shell bank, with a fine landing, on which a stone, or other wharf, and permanent 
buildings, may be easily erected at a very moderate expense. Vessels, even of the largest size, would 
be pretty secure from gales, either lashed to this wharf, or at anchor near it. The distance from the 
castle to this extremity is three-fourths of a mile. 
The old ship yard where the John Adams was built has some advantages, but is supposed to be too 
distant for convenience of transportation, and, by some, is believed to be exposed to country fever. 
The situations at Hobcaw, have the same advantages and disadvantages as the preceding, the latter 
in a greater degree; and some danger may be apprehended from an enemy in time of war. 
The anchorage, everywhere, is very good, and the annoyance from worms, although common in the 
summer months, not worse than in other southern ports. 
We are, very respectfully, your very humble servants, JOS. JOHNSON. 
JOUN STONEY. 


Letter from Charles P. May, offering his wharf as a suitable place for a Navy yard. 
Cuar.eston, August 11, 1825, 


Dear Sir: By your desire, I address you these few lines at your departure for the north, to give you 
the dimensions and other particulars of the wharf property which will be disposed of to the United 
States, if wanted; a part of which was formerly occupied in this place by the Navy Department as a 
navy yard. 

Both wharves have complete stores on them, of brick, and tiled roofs. Of the south wharf, formerly 
where the navy yard was kept, you have herewith a plan, according to which, the dimensions are thus: 

The wharf, 282 feet long, from Concord street east, to the channel of Cooper river; it may be carried 
out further, if required. The front of the same is 87 feet; width of wharf, 43 feet; dock on south side, 
30 feet; and on north, 14 or 15 feet; length of the docks, about 220 feet. To the west of Concord street 
(50 feet wide) there is a lot with two large brick stores; the lot measures 87 feet by about 80 feet. For 
this said property, as was mentioned on a former occasion to Captain Sinclair, thirty thousand dollars 
will be taken. 

Adjoining the said property, to the north, is my father’s wharf and stores, of the following dimen- 
sions (description): 

Front, about 112 feet, and extends from the east of Concord street, (as the other wharf) to the 
channel of Cooper river, within about 20 feet as far as the other, say the south wharf; width of the 
wharf, 46 feet. On the south side, is a dock of 35 feet wide, and on the north, 32 feet. 

To the west of Concord street, (as the other property) there are three brick stores, on a lot of about 
the same dimensions as the other, and on the wharf there are, besides, two wooden stores, tiled roofs. 

Between the two wharves, there is a street, as you seé marked in the plan (Pinckney street), 33 feet 
wide, which adds to the dock room. From the said plan, you have the appearance of both properties. 
For the latter, my father will be willing to take thirty-five thousand dollars. 

I have given you all the information I can; you know its situation as to the good order in which the 
premises are, as well as the security and safety thereof, and other particulars. Meanwhile excuse my 
haste. 

I am, very respectfully, CHAS. G. MAY. 


To Captain Kearney. 


P. S.—I have to beg you will inform me, should there be any disposition on the part of the United 
States to purchase. 

I will be ready to furnish any further information respecting the said property, if required, or when- 
ever addressed on the subject. 


Letter from James Marsh, offering his wharf as a suitable site for a Navy yard. 


Cuarteston, August 12, 1825. 

Sir: I am not positive in my recollection whether, in the letter addressed to you by the standing 
committee, respecting the local sites and situations in the harbor of Charleston most suitable for a naval 
establishment or ship yard, the sites of Lamprier’s Point, or Marsh’s ship yard, at what was formerly 
Gadsden’s wharf, were mentioned as suitable situations. If they were not mentioned in that letter of 
general information, I beg leave to draw those two last situations to your recollection. Lamprier’s, or 
Prince’s Point, I know you have particularly examined, and is on the opposite side of the town. 

My ship yard, at the wharf, (formerly Gadsden’s,) is situated in the upper part of the city of Charles- 
ton, and is an old established and firm place, the situation perfectly healthy, and handy to the saw-mills. 
The lumber, plank, &c., &c., are all brought from the mills by carts, and dropped at the yard gate, handy 
to the city for any and every use that may be required. 

There are four fathoms water at the head of the wharf and at the sides. I heave out and repair ships. 
There is a good building yard and launching slip, which I have used for a ship yard these last eighteen 
years, and have built a great many vessels in that time. 

There is a new dwelling-house on the premises, with double piazzas on the front, (which is to the 
south, ) and the two ends built on a stone foundation, and of the best materials, with cellar kitchen under- 
neath, and store rooms, pantries, and dressing rooms, counting-house room, and all the necessary requi- 
sites, all of which are finished in the best manner. It is suitable for the residence of a private family, or 
persons attending the ship yard. It is of very little use for me to describe the place to you, as you have 
a knowledge of it already. But should my ship yard be deemed by government a proper and suitable 
situation for a naval ship yard for Charleston, and as it can be occupied and made use of immediately, 
without any expense to government, I would be disposed to sell it for the use of the government, (when 
I would not do it to an individual.) My price for the whole premises, including the house and wharf, 
workshops and workshed, would be twenty-five thousand dollars, which is considered a very reasonable 
price for that property. 
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N. B.—I omitted to mention there is a very fine brick cistern on the premises, containing thirty-five 
to forty hogsheads of rain water for the use of the house and ship yard. From the upper piazza is a fine 
view for an observatory, commanding a view of the whole harbor and sea, vessels running down to the 
bar, or passing our harbor. 

I wish you to lay this letter, with your other information, before the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, or 
other department of government that you may be connected with in your official and private capacity. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your humble servant, 
JAMES MARSH. 


LawkENCE Kearney, Esq. 





No. 5. 


Report of Dr. George Logan in relation to the health of the several positions in the harbor of Charleston, pro- 
posed as suitable for a Navy yard. 
Cuarteston, S. C., April 27, 1825. 

Sir: The subject of the healthiness of the several places near this city, which have been examined 
and pronounced suitable sites for a Navy yard, has received all that attention which its interest and 
importance require. In compliance with your desire, I submit an opinion, the result of my diligent 
inquiries. 

1. Lamprier’s Point, (Prince’s ferry place.) This is distant about three miles northeast from 
Charleston, on a bluff commanding the entrance of Wando river. Many circumstances concur to render 
this an eligible situation; but although generally healthy, the inhabitants are not exempt from occasional 
attacks of ague and fever, especially those who are much exposed after a wet summer. The drinking 
water is excellent. 

2. Shute’s Folly, the mud island on which Castle Pinckney has been built, distant about one mile 
east from Charleston. This is not liable to the foregoing objection, there being here no noxious or mias- 
matic exhalations, or other causes of endemical fevers. It is, however, much exposed to the violence of 
storms and inroads of the sea, and produces no wholesome water, either for drinking or culinary purposes. 

3. Strobel’s mill-seat, Cummen’s Point. This place is perfectly healthy at all seasons, the drinking 
water excellent, and the distance from the immediate vicinity has been known to be exempt from yellow 
fever, when that disease prevails in Charleston. 

4, The late Navy yard, formerly Captain Cochran’s farm, distance about four miles from Charleston. 
The drinking water is good, but the situation is liable to the same objections noticed in our view of Lam- 
prier’s Point. 

5. The entrance of Town creek, Hampstead. This, in point of salubrity, equals Strobel’s mill-seat. 
The drinking water is good. 

6. Marsh Island, Woodlands, This is liable to some of the inconveniences mentioned in our descrip- 
tion of Shute’s Folly. The situation is healthy. 

I am, sir, yours, respectfully, 


GEORGE LOGAN, Naval Hospital Surgeon. 
Lawrence Kearney, Esq., Alaster Commandant U. S. Navy. 





F. 
Wasuineton, January 16, 1826. 


Sir: I take the liberty of sending you some papers containing additional information on the subject 
of the expediency of establishing a Navy yard at Charleston, 8. C., of which you may make any use you 
think proper. ; 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ROBERT Y. HAYNE. 


The Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 





No. 1. 


Answers of John Strohecker.—The bar at Charleston. 


Question first. 1 answer, from the information of the oldest sea captains and pilots of this port, that 
the largest ships trading to Charleston draw from sixteen to seventeen feet of water; that they go out 
with safety, and easily; that Charleston is a port of as easy and safe access as any port in the United 
States, and more so than many. From Cape Roman to Martin’s Industry, there is a gradual, unvaried 
slope in approaching the bar. 

Question second. From information of pilots and the oldest sea captains of the port, it appears that 
the John Adams, built and equiped here, drawing seventeen feet eleven inches water, was piloted out, 
and in perfect safety; that the American ships-of-war Hornet, Wasp, (a sloop-of-war commanded by Cap- 
tain Jones,) Enterprise, and yaany others, during and since the late war, have visited Charleston, and 
never experienced any delay in going out or in; that the Indian, Driver, Zebra, Cherub, and other British 
sloops-of-war, with many heavy British brigs-of-war, have visited Charleston, and never met with delay 
at the bar, or in being furnished with supplies. The Margaret and Hindostan, ships built in Charleston, 
drawing seventeen feet water, traded always to this port; that, during the late winter, the British ships 
John and Mary, and Royalist, drawing seventeen feet six inches, were loaded with rice and mahogany in 
this port. 

I beg leave here to state that, in my opinion, the bar of Charleston can be deepened at a small 
expense, and without risk, and that it ought to be done by the United States, in connection with their 
fortifications about to be erected in this port: if necessary, I will give my idea how it can be effected. 
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The situation of Charleston as to supplies. 


Question third. Charleston is situated in a country abounding in grain and cattle, and supplied in 
those articles by the States of North Carolina, . *ntucky, Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia, especially by 
their cattle, hogs, sheep, flour, &c., which come to it for sale—flour often selling as cheap, and always 
nearly so, as in the northern ports, and whose market affords, every day throughout the year, vegetables of 
the best kinds, with beef, pork, veal, mutton, venison, fish and poultry, as cheap, generally, as in the 
northern cities; in proof of which I refer to the public institutions being now supplied with beef, veal, 
pork and mutton, at four and three-quarter cents per pound. As for water, there is a spring near the 
city, accessible at all times to boats and water craft, sufficient to supply any navy, and keeps well at sea, 
I, therefore, say, a city so situated can afford supplies for any fleet, and that Charleston certainly affords 
more facilities, better and cheaper supplies to vessels-of-war, than any port between the capes of Virginia 
and Florida. . 

I would refer to the statements of Captain Pratt, and others, now in my possession.* 


Health of Charleston. 


Question fourth. Vessels coming into Charleston during the summer season, free from epidemic, will, 
with little or ordinary care of keeping the seamen from dissipating habits, a precaution necessary in every 
port, and not more so in Charleston than in any other in the United States, enjoy as good heath as in any 
city of the Union. On the score of health there can be no substantial objection. Our winters are healthier 
than any northern city; and in seasons when no yellow fever occurs, no city on earth enjoys more,health, 
The yellow fever prevailed in 1807; from this tu 1817, the city was free from it; in 1819 it appeared, 
and in 1824. It is probable that, in process of time, its occurrence will be rare, from the vigilance of 
the police, and the improvement of the city. New York and Philadelphia have the epidemic yellow fever 
almost, if not as frequently, as what we have; and what is worse, in these cities, it affects all the inhabi- 
tants indiscriminately; whereas, here it is partial, and confined to strangers. (See Doctor Simons and 
others’ statements. ) 

Question fifth. During the season when the yellow fever prevails, Hailestur’s Green, Mazyck- 
borough, and Cannonsborough, are all free from its ravages. In the summer of 1824, upwards of fifty 
persons, all strangers to our climate, were employed in repairing steamboats at the west end of Beaufair 
street, near Mr. Strobel’s steam-mill, not one of whom took the fever. A German vessel, with her crew, 
during 1824, lay in Cooper river, opposite the city; not one of her crew was taken sick. Numberless 
instances might be cited. It will, therefore, appear that ordinary care on board of the vessels in the 
harbor, and if the Navy yard or depot was established on Ashley river, near Beaufair street, the men 
would be in no danger from the yellow fever. The crews of our vessels of war, stationed here during 
the last war, were as healthy as in any port in the Union. (See doctor Simons and others’ statements. ) 


Advantages of Charleston as a naval depot. 


Question sixth. Charleston is better situated than any port between the capes of Virginia and 
Florida; and all nautical men agree that it is preferable, in every point of view, to Key West, for a ren- 
dezvous for the squadron appointed to suppress piracy in the West Indies. Captains Pratt, Butler, 
Fuller, Alexander, and others—men who have, for years, traded to the West Indies, are unanimous on 
this subject. 

Question seventh. The facilities of Charleston for a Navy yard are not surpassed by any port in the 
Union, and, in some respects, superior to many. Timber, of all kinds for ship building, is to be had in 
abundance in the neighborhood of the city, such as live oak, red cedar, pine—all of the best quality. 
Mechanics may at all times be had, and a competition among them will take place. I beg leave to refer 
to an annexed statement of the number and price of labor. Cordage and canvass can be procured at the 
prices stated in the estimate of a sloop-of-war, at which prices the ship chandlers offered to furnish them; 
and one of them offered to engage to furnish sufficient for ten sloops-of-war during the course of a year. 
Vessels are daily rigged, and, from the information of captains and merchants, nearly as cheap, and in 
some instances cheaper. Hemp, the growth of this State, was formerly exported, and by experiment 
proven to be stronger than the imported. 


Vessels repaired at Charleston. 


Question eighth. Vessels of war, American and foreign, have been repaired in Charleston, and with 
satisfaction to captains and agents. Several ship-carpenters have examined the estimate of a sloop-of-war 
built at Charlestown, Massachusetts, and do say a similar one can be built here for the same, or rather 
less sum. There are several ship-carpenters of considerable capital, and for workmanship excelled by 
none—witness several vessels built here during the last war. They are willing to contract to build such 
a vessel, but as all vessels of the United States navy are now built by the day’s work, (as found by 
experience to be the best mode,) several of them are willing to act as foremen, and hire their workmen 
to the United States at reasonable wages. 


Sites for a Navy yard. 


Question ninth. There are several situations suitable for a Navy yard, and afford all the facilities, 
in the opinion of sea captains and others, requisite for it; especially, one at the west end of Beaufair 
street, on Ashley river, near Martin Strobel’s steam mill. The situation is healthy in the sickliest 
season, (see answer to fifth question,) and I have remarked that, for twenty-eight years past, the 
strangers who resided in that part of the city escaped the yellow fever. I might cite numerous instances 
of mechanics and others. This situation is, likewise, protected from our autumnal and easterly gales; 
for, should the United States establish a Navy yard, and place it on Cooper river, it would. be liable to 
be destroyed by a gale, such as 1804. If this should occur, it is natural to conclude the United States 











* It is my opinion that the States of North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia are greatly interested in the 
establishment of a Navy yard at Charleston, for much of their produce is brought to the Charleston markets for sale—especially their 
hogs, cattle, sheep, flour, bacon, &c. 
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would withdraw it, and, perhaps, never order another to be erected. Iam supported in the above opinion 
by every sea-faring man whose opinion was requested. Portage to it is cheap and easy. The timber 
market is on the spot, and the saw-mills in the neighborhood; some improvements of brick are likewise 


on the spot. 
Advantages of Charleston. 


Question tenth. The advantages of a Navy yard at Charleston, S. C., to the United States, would be 
a more efficient aid to a speedy suppression of piracy in the West Indies, as vessels of war would be 
sooner on most of the cruising grounds. Vessels generally reach the Havana in eighty or ninety hours 
from Charleston, with efficient crews, and, on their return, would be, with expedition, refitted for another 
cruise, with a crew refreshed and recruited, and in good spirits; whilst from Key West, or any of the 
half-dry spots in the neighborhood, if there refitted, the crews are emaciated and dispirited by disease, and 
wants which are not to be had. [refer to seamen, who know what difficulties occur with a dispirited 
crew; and here, I beg leave to remark, that on all those islands no good water can be procured, nor ever 
will. The case is this: after digging a well, if I may call scraping away a few feet of sand, you may get 
the first hogshead, to appearance, good, but the next is worse, and so on, until it becomes at last brackish, 
and of no use for shipping; besides, it will not keep at sea. A volume might be filled with inconvenien- 
ces and loss incurred by retaining the rendezvous at one of those islands. 

There is another and very important reason in favor of Charleston over every southern city, which 
is the strength of its population, in being always able to protect a naval station in peace or war; whilst 
in every other southern port it would be necessary to have a regular force to protect it; and if, in time 
of war, the population of the city is not sufficient to protect it, is there another city in the southern 
States so ably supported by a population who can be collected from its own and neighboring upper parts 
of the State?—from which I would deduce this: that it would be wise in government to attend to the 
port of Charleston; first, by establishing a Navy yard here for building sloops-of-war, and other small 
vessels; and next, to inquire if the bar can be deepened. If so, that it would be the interest of the 
United States to establish one for large vessels. Anchorage, in and outside of the bar of Charleston, is 
excellent, and not exceeded by any port in the Union. The British sloop-of-war Driver rode out the gale 
of 1804, off the bar; and during the Revolution, a 64 gun ship lay off at anchor for near a twelvemonth; 
and so, during the late war, the enemy remained at anchor off the bar. The good anchorage of the 
harbor of Charleston is notorious among seamen. 

Captain Pratt states, he had a ship called the St. Andrew, built in Charleston, of three hundred and 
twenty tons, copper fastened—was completely fitted out under his own inspection, in 1804, everything 
being of the best quality, and all procured at this place, at a time when materials were higher than at 
present, and the cost did not exceed $22,000. Her cordage was of South Carolina hemp, and proved to 
be stronger than the imported. 

Charleston will, ere long, be supplied with iron of a superior quality from the back part of this State 
and North Carolina. During the late war we received much of our bar iron from there, and she supplied 
Charleston with cannon ball, &c., as cheap as the northern cities. 

A Navy yard at Charleston would give the United States command of a number of mechanics accus- 
tomed to the climate, and they could, in case of emergency, be employed on the neighboring [islands] in 


cutting timber for the Navy yards at the north. 
JOHN STROHECKER. 





No. 2. 
Cuarteston, April 21, 1824. 


Sir: I yesterday received your favor of the 12th, and immediately instituted the inquiry you pro- 
posed. It is with pleasure that I communicate the following results: 











Price of labor for— Per day. 

White ship-carpenters........0.000- Liiva eew ened oe eee rere TT eT -- $2 00 
White biackemiths .........0.. Cee eeeeeewns eee Hs seecees were TTe terre rye Te ‘ 1 25 
White block and pump makers ........... a eeeeCeweeenees ee ccccceees ceeeeee eesecceees 1 25 
WRG MD GOMOIS osc ccceseccccess ee eee eT Tere ee Tee eee Tee eerreT rere 2 00 
Lviumadis AM CECE eee eee ee bss ++ UAPGAST ERRORS OAKES EERE N E6546 040e0 868 oe ‘ 1 50 
White painters............. Ceeeweeee RERAREKS DEAE POSE WRIS SEE 50404054440 0008 R Oo eee 1 00 
bicdhonmasth econ LER EER EEE EEE LEA wees Kee & Se DREE READS BER RSS eTTeT TT Tr error 1 00 
i er re TTT TTTT TIT TI CTT ETT TTT Tee WETTTELT Te TTT os 1 00 
8)$11 00 

nn Eee ee eT eee ee ee eee ete ee eee eee, eee ee ree $1 374 

Negro carpenters Ay a ak Rinraverst bvens ee ee ee ree eae sere oi ayavoleh alan $1 00 
Negro blacksmiths...... Poreeew skies no ane kan Mi hee ewes a eeeeneees ee 15 
Negro blockmakers..........-. Terr eT eT Tee Tere ik wainien deere ae Chan enn wad rerer re 874 
NN 6 1 6Cha eed eS ET ROR wKew Oe KOs eer ree eer Tye pEaNedaebeeeene danas vere. 75 
TY Sica RANE SLA Knee ken sde'ekeene ere penne wa rere ere ee eee TET Cre as 1 00 
SO OD vides coe snssieienesnes OT eC Tee eT Tee eee ee Te Tee erry re 75 
NNN. iS Gade eesdsews an cves Wea we (kee bedianaeaeeedes errr eT Tere T pier 15 
Negro coopers........ see ewes CMAWEED ONE SD Chea eeE aS TCT eves Ce Te mee TT ere Te oot Pies 15 
8)$6 624 





I Se Geek BOE eked daa eR des KONO ed CendaaRKeS ee eerseensecasexsesxene De 
=, 
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Recapitulation. Per day. 


Average price of white laborers. ....... cece ce cee cere cee ccsee ccc esecreversveccvesesscves $l 37k 


Average price of black laborers ...... 2c +e ceeeceec reece cee sce eee erscevessrssesssceees 823 
anni’ 


2)$2 201 


Average hire of white and black mechanics ......ccececcccccccccsccccsccscccesee $1 10 


——— 


Remarks. 


First. Many of the ship-carpenters have worked, and some of the whites have acted as foremen in 
Navy yards at the north, where ships of war were built, and assisted in building them. 

Second. Most of the mechanics, if hired by the month, may be had cheaper, especially black 
mechanics. I know that black ship-carpenters can be hired by the month at $20; blacksmiths, $15 to 
$20 per month; painters and others, cheaper; porters and others, not mechanics, $10 to $12 per month. 

Third. A very large proportion of the work about a vessel of war may be done by the blacks, and 
the average thereby probably reduced to $1 per day. 

Fourth. The above information was obtained without exposing the average price of labor in other 
places. 
In addition to the above, it may be worthy of remark, that a commissioner was nominated by our 
legislature, in their last session, to inquire and report if any, and what, improvements may be made in 
our harbor, with the view of a naval depet being established here. This suggestion originated with Mr, 
Mills, but has been materially altered, in consequence of a recent survey. At low water we found four- 
teen feet of water in the middle channel, or swash, which would give twenty feet at ordinary tides, and 
probably twenty-two feet at spring tides. This channel-is fully half a mile wide, diminishing, of course, 
in depth on both sides. It is now better, and much more direct and easy of entrance, than the ship 
channel ever was, and this change has taken place within a few years, occasioned by an accidental cir- 
cumstance. <A large ship, an East Indiaman, a prize, was chased in during the late war, and lost in the 
old north channel; her hulk obstructed the current, and now a pilot boat can scarcely pass through it. 
In consequence, as we believe, of this, the middle channel has improved, and Sullivan’s Island has washed 
away very much. The island channel is still very inconsiderable, may be casily obstructed by a hulk, 
and by which the valuable public and private property there may be preserved from the encroachments 
of the sea, Fort Moultrie preserved, and the harbor rendered capable of receiving large ships of war. 
The coast, from Cape Roman to Martin’s Industry, off Port Royal harbor, is uncommonly fine, being a 
gradual slope of one fathom to a until they reach four fathoms, beyond which none should approach 
without a pilot. I enclose a rough sketch, that I may be the better understood. 

Yours, with much esteem and respect, 





JOS. JOHNSON. 
Hon. Rospert Y. Hayne. 


No. 3. 
CHarLeston, September 20, 1825. 

Sir: Your interrogatory, respecting the naval facilities of Charleston, has been submitted to me to 
answer, viz: 

Question. Have you not seen and examined a statement of the cost of materials and building of a sloop- 
of-war at the Navy yard at Charlestown, Massachusetts; and could not a similar vessel be built in 
Charleston, South Carolina, for the same or a less sum? 

Answer. I answer that I have formerly seen such an estimate, amounting to $46,516.25 for the hull 
spars and boats, of a sloop-of-war, to rate eighteen and mount twenty-two guns. Since which, I have 
seen the same amount confirmed in a communication, from a committee on naval affairs, to the honorable, 
the Secretary of the Navy, under date of January 7th, 1823, (and entitled, ‘‘ No. 3—Estimate of the cost of 
building a sloop-of-war of the first class;”) and I candidly think that similar vessels can be built in 
Charleston, South Carolina, on equally good terms. 

To the second part of the interrogatory, “Are there not ship-carpenters in Charleston with con- 
siderable capital, and excellent workmen, who are willing to contract to build such vessels on these 
terms?’’? J answer: That I am a ship-carpenter, and sufficient master of my business to build a sloop-of- 
war and spar her, and that I have it in my power to give any instructions and directions that might be 
wanted, either to the blockmaker, sailmaker or rigger, as to size and quantity of any article in their 
departments. As to my capital, I will only say, my taxes amount to between two and three hundred 
dollars yearly. As to my character, I leave that for others to estimate; but I may speak of the 
characters of others of my profession; there are other and worthy ship-carpenters in Charleston, com- 
petent to build a sloop-of-war. As to myself and son, we should be much pleased and highly gratified to 
be encouraged by government, and permitted to build a sloop-of-war for them, on the same terms and 
price as that mentioned by the Massachusetts estimate; and if we should not make anything by it, yet it 
would be the means of renewing our spirits and giving encouragement to our mechanics. 

As relates to the site for a Navy yard, I would offer my own, situated on what was formerly Gads- 
den’s wharf, as one of the most firm and eligible spots in Charleston for that purpose, having been for 
nineteen years used as a ship yard, and where I have built many vessels. At the head of the wharf there 
are four fathoms of water, and at the sides I heave out and repair vessels. The wharf is in good order; 
there is an elegant dwelling-house on it, with double piazzas, (a fine view of the harbor and the bar, and 
a very considerable horizon of the sea in sight,) suitable for any officer who might be appointed to the 
station, and all finished in the best manner, with a brick cistern containing thirty to forty hhds. rain 
water. The yard is in a situation to lay down a sloop-of-war without any expense whatever; with launching 
slip, worksheds, &c., &c., and with the additional advantage of two saw-mills, one on each side, to the 
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north and south, and within less than a quarter of a mile of the yard, and with good springs and pumps 
of fresh water in the vicinity, where the shipping that came to Charleston formerly used to water. I 
would dispose of the whole to government on reasonable terms, to be occupied as a public establishment 
for naval purposes; but will not sell it to an individual, 

I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, JAMES MARSH. 


The Ion. R. Y. Hayne. 





No. 4. 
NovemBerR 12, 1825. 
Dear Sir: I regret that it was not in my power to comply with your request until this moment; upon 
looking over the books of the medical society I find the accounts as follows: 
, In 1808, no case of yellow fever; in 1809, a few cases of yellow fever; in 1810, one case of yellow 
fever; in 1811, no case of yellow fever; in 1812, no case of yellow fever; in 1813, no case of yellow 
fever; in 1814, no case of yellow fever. 
Other years returned by the board of health. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient scrvant, 
THOMAS G. PRIOSLEAU, President Medical Society. 
JosEPH Jounson, M. D. 


Boarp or Heattu, Cuarteston, November 5, 1825. 


The following number of deaths in each year, is correct, taken from the books of record, kept by me, 
and now in possession of this board: 


Year. Total No. of Deaths. Yellow Fever. 
Rc ksehanenewewes LACKS Mik Me seatkess eT eT eee Liccenwneeddnen None. 
6 64d oRERSE EO Na NR ein oii ced a #enawne Mite tbe naads se senee .. None. 
re ree roe eee Cn eee i re iid diet benennadee< ere: 
re ee ere peveshedeeea:, Se. wedecan DtbGans +5G06 anand ene None. 
MEER SE a STREET ORS O.¥ 60 eee rT Tee eee Sere eee 176. 
1820..... eee Te eee rer Ty er Tre Tee . 827 Important cases..... peckeeeens om ts 
DL Git ecavrewawesiwes pinch eceaehiieein atenten ae Lepthie ekrsnw se eeesicn - None. 
cc eeeRneeedewos Hicpseba wens > Me seeqees Chitktne ahs cedews es Rees . None. 
hse kh oKE RS ‘anes eT ee De stihpesnsnds bees sewn aweceewnwes None. 
 inta eaned «bakes ae pie weawies « Te xewawen pitpihbeehaeenen ssudesas - 236. 
1825 to Ist November.......... ccocccceese 697 From the West Indies.........e0. 3 


JAMES A. MILLER, Clerk. 





No. 5. 
Counc, CHamBer, October 25, 1825. 


I do hereby certify that the public institutions of this city have been supplied with beef, under an 
annual contract with the city council, at the prices following, viz : 

In 1814, at $6.50 per cwt.; in 1815, at $7 per cwt.; in 1816, at $8.50 per cwt.; in 1817, at $7 per 
ewt.; in 1818, at $8.50 per cwt.; in 1819, at $8 per cwt.; in 1820, at $7 per cwt.; in 1821, at $7 per cwt.; 
in 1822, at $6 per cwt.; in 1823, at $5.25 per cwt.; in 1824, at $4.75 per cwt. 

WILLIAM ROACH, Clerk of Council. 





No. 6. 
Practical facilities of Charleston for naval purposes. 


The situation of this city, deprived, as it has been so long, and continues to be, of the expenditure 
within itself of any portion of the immense national revenue collected in it and transported elsewhere, has 
justly excited complaint among our citizens—has wounded the honest pride of our mechanics, and caused 
among all who study the public good an anxiety to devise means of redressing the evil. South Carolina 
bears the same relation to the Union that Ireland does to Great Britain. The government takes from us 
all they can get, and do not spend a cent among us. The very solidity of our bank currency is a misfor- 
tune. Because we have the honesty to pay our notes in specie, they are caught up with avidity in other 
States, to pay debts to the nation. which returns, like a carrier hawk, to re-demand the specie; so that the 
firm basis of our credit is a positive injury to our commercial facilities. 

In this state of things, having a right, (for whatever can be proved to be just, because thereby 
invested with right, in a government constituted for the good of the whole, )—having a right, we repeat, 
to whatever share of public patronage we may fairly deserve, more especially if it be foolishly lavished 
elsewhere, we shall proceed to explain the really practical benefits to which the port of Charleston may 
be made subservient for naval purposes, and about which no sensible men will differ. 

Charleston is much nearer Porto Rico and to three-fourths of the Island of Cuba, (the piratical ground, ) 
than Key West, which is at present the rendezvous of the Amcrican flotilla. 

Key West, or as it is called by the Spaniards, ‘‘Cayo Huesso,” is about 15 miles north by east from 
Havana, and in about latitude 24 degrees 30 minutes, north; longitude 82 degrees west. Its contiguity 
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to the north coast of Cuba has given it some advantages as a rendezvous for our vessels of war in the 
West Indies, as they can readily fit out an expedition, and arrive at any point between Cape Antonio and 
Matanzas in a very short time after information is given of any acts of piracy being committed along that 
section of tie coast. 

But as Key West affords neither good water nor refreshments of any kind, and is also unhealthy, it 
is not necessary, in any way, to our vessels cruising further to windward; and to prove the inconvenience 
of this place as a rendezvous for such as may be required about the Island of Porto Rico and the eastern 
part of Cuba, we will make a comparative statement between the advantages and facilities that station 
affords, and those afforded to the vessels returning to some port on the southern coast, where supplies 
can be obtained at all times sufficient for the description of vessels which can, by their draft of water, 
enter the harbor. 

Vessels of small size are unable to carry provisions and water for a great length of time. The fre. 
quent necessity then of re-supplying themselves with these articles, will oblige them to return to Key 
West often. It is not uncommon for vessels to be four or five weeks in beating to windward from the 
west end of Cuba to gain the east end, or Cape Maize, as it is called; and it would, therefore, be attended 
with great inconvenience, that, after reaching the weathermost part of their cruising ground, say 700 
miles from where they set out, they should be under the necessity, for want of provisions, to abandon the® 
advantage gained by so much loss of time and perseverance, and return to leeward again for new supplies, 

How much better that the vessel should have her time in going down before the wind lengthened, as 
it would afford her opportunities of visiting every part of the coast or neighboring islands at pleasure, 
This may be done by the vessel; instead of commencing her cruise at Key West (to leeward of every 
island in the West Indies), commencing it at Charleston, whence she can make either of the windward 
passages into the West Indies at pleasure, and in much less time than trom Key West, owing to the rela- 
tive situation of the two places, in point of the winds and currents which prevail so much in favor of the 
latter, and which cannot escape the notice of any one who has navigated the two tracks. 

It is proper to remark, that vessels beating to windward often strain their hulls and rigging very 
much. It is also a fact, that they have not so good an opportunity of surprising and taking pirates, for 
they advance so gradually that information of their approach is easily conveyed ahead, either by telegraph 
or otherwise. 

A vessel bound on a cruise off the east end of Cuba, or to Porto Rico, must sail either by way of 
Cape Antonio, and beat up the south side of Cuba, or through the old Bahama Straits, or by the Hole-in- 
the-Wall, through the Providence channel, or else round the Mattanilla reef, north of the Little Bahama 
bank. By either of these routes she has to work directly to windward, and although the distance through 
the Bahama Straits seems shortest, yet it is the most dangerous and most tedious. 

The following statement is made from a reference to the chart, which shows the degrees of latitude 
and longitude which, in the several routes before stated, must be sailed before you can reach the east end 
* of Cuba, after leaving Key West, and also the degrees after leaving Charleston, to gain one of the wind- 
ward passages, say Mayaguana: 

From Key West to Cape Maize, by way of Cape Antonio, lat. 4 deg. 16 min., lon. 13 deg. 50 min.; 
from Key West, by way of the gulf, round Mattanilla reef, passing north as far as lat. 29 deg., lat. 11 
deg., lon. 8 deg. 54 min., Old Bahama Straits. 

Nore.—Frequent calms oblige your anchoring, as well as the danger of running, in dark nights, 
among the numerous shoals and reefs, lat. 4 deg. lon. 8 deg. 

From Charleston, 5. C., to Mayaguana Island, one of the passages into the West Indies which enables 
you to bring either the west end of St. Domingo, or the east end of Cuba, as you may please, lat. 10 deg. 
14 min., lon. 5 deg. 34 min. 

Thus it appears that a vessel will have to sail but 10 deg. 14 min. of latitude and 5 deg. 34 min. of 
longitude, to place herself in a favorable position to make any point of cruising ground about the eastern 
part of Cuba. 

Vessels returning from their cruise, touching at Havana or Matanzas for convoy, and carrying them 
through the gulf past the Bahamas, are again within two days’ sail of Charleston, when, if in want of 
provisions, they can leave the convoy and put in for it, or stand again to the southeast for the weather 
passages, to pursue their duties as before, as they will derive the benefit of the variable winds to enable 
them to get to the eastward again, after passing the Bahamas, 

After a sea voyage, men require fresh meats and vegetables, good water, etc., and some relaxation 
from the toils of the sea. Key West affords none of these. 

We hope the above considerations will have their due weight. They have not been submitted without 
the best reflection and the soundest authority. If they be true, as it is believed, they leave to the gov- 
ernment a very obvious course, which is to substitute Charleston as a naval rendezvous in the place of 


Key West. 
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ON CLAIM OF NATHANIEL BOSTICK, A SOLDIER OF FORT BOWYER, FOR PRIZE MONEY, 
ON THE CAPTURE OF A SLOOP-OF-WAR BELONGING TO THE BRITISH NAVY, IN THE 
WAR OF 1812-15. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 23, 1826. 


Mr. Storrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Nathaniel Bostick, 
reported: 

That the petitioner claims that he is entitled to receive a share of prize money, as one of the captors 

of the sloop-of-war Hermes, during the late war with Great Britain, and he prays that Congress would 

make some legislative provision to enable him to receive the same. The letter of the Third Auditor of 
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-easury Department, herewith submitted, shows that, under the act of Congress of the 5th of March 
the Trea y Vert ’ didgere ; noes, ee 5 aa. 
» petitioner, on establishing his right to such prize money, as one of the captors of the said 
1816, the } | , aie A 5 ] eons : ‘ : 
vessel, according to the regulations of that Department, can receive the same without any legislative 
provision on his behalf. The committee, therefore, recommend to the House the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 





Treasury Departuent, Third Auditor's Office, January 17, 1826. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th inst., enclosing the peti- 
tion of Nathaniel Bostwick, for his share of the prize money in the case of the sloop-of-war Hermes, 
captured during the late war, by the garrison of Fort Bowyer, asking me to state why legislative aid 
was necessary prior to its payment, and to furnish you with any information on the subject in my power. 
In reply, I have to state that the whole amount ascertained to be due to the captors, under the act of 
Congress of the 5th of March, 1816, was, by the acting Secretary of War, in May, 1817, placed in the 
hands of Micajah Crupper, then an officer of the army, to proceed to the section of country where the 
troops were then stationed, to make the payments to them individually, This was done; but a number of 
the soldiers had been discharged and left the place, and consequently were not paid. The petitioner, it 
is presumed, was one of them. The officer, on settlement, failed to account for the balance in his hands; 
and, consequently, when application was made at this office in behalf of the petitioner, payment could 
not be made for want of funds, the appropriation having been exhausted. Since then, however, a small 
amount has been recovered, from the person to whom the money was originally advanced, and the present 
claim can be discharged on the production of the necessary evidence, without legislative interference; 
but there are other claims which may make it necessary to appropriate, in anticipation of future recoveries, 
a small amount, say five hundred dollars. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 


The Hon. H. R. Srorrs, Chairman, d&c., dc., House of Representatives. 
’ ’ J ? 
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ON THE CLAIM OF MRS. SUSAN DECATUR, WIDOW OF COMMODORE STEPHEN DECATUR, 
FOR PRIZE MONEY, FOR THE CAPTURE AND DESTRUCTION OF THE FRIGATE PHILA- 
DELPHIA, AT ALGIERS. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 24, 1826. 


Mr. Hotcomsr, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial and petition of 
Susan Decatur, widow and sole representative of Stephen Decatur, Esquire, late a captain in the 
navy of the United States, in behalf of herself and of the officers and crew of the United States ketch 
Intrepid, reported: 


That, on the night of the 16th of February, 1804, the late Stephen Decatur, then a lieutenant in the 
navy of the United States, entered the harbor of Tripoli, in a small ketch called the Intrepid, boarded, 
captured, and destroyed the Tripolitan frigate, late the United States frigate, Philadelphia, and retreated 
from the presence of his astonished and panic-stricken enemy, unpursued, and without the loss of a single 
man, 

The official details of this splendid achievement, the committee believe, are so familiar, both to the 
House and to the nation, that they consider it unnecessary at this time to particularize them. There are, 
however, some facts connected with it, which, in the lapse of twenty-two years, have doubtless been 
obliterated from the recollection of many, but which are so illustrative of its extraordinary gallantry and 
results, that the committee beg leave, very briefly, to call the attention of the House to them. 

The Philadelphia, a frigate of fifty guns, was moored in the harbor of Tripoli, within pistol-shot 
distance of the whole of the Tripolitan marine, mounting altogether upwards of a hundred cannon, and 
within the immediate protection of the following formidable batteries: Fort English, Fort America, and 
other batteries, mounting 50 cannon; Fort Way, the Molehead, and other batteries, mounting 65 cannon; 
making an aggregate of one hundred and fifteen pieces of heavy artillery. Besides this force, there 
were encamped at the time, in the city and its vicinity, twenty thousand soldiers, and, attached to the 
fleet and in the harbor, upwards of a thousand seamen. The frigate, also, was ready for sea, and fully 
prepared for an obstinate defence. But in despite of this most formidable, and to ordinary minds appalling 
force, Lieutenant Decatur, at the head of seventy American seamen, taken without selection from his own 
ship, (for the whole fleet had volanteered for the service,) with a fearlessness and skill which are above 
all commendation, entered the harbor of Tripoli, attacked, boarded, and carried his enemy, with the same 
coolness and celerity as if she had been anchored in an open roadstead, and undefended by a single piece 
of artillery, 

Heroism among seamen is a virtue of neither rare nor unexpected occurrence. The annals of every 
maritime nation, on the contrary, abound with details of bold adventure and gallant actions. And the 
history of our own marine, brief, but glorious as it is, represents an unbroken series of heroic enterprises, 
resulting for the most part in signal victories. But the committee, without attempting to institute a 
comparison between this and any other action, (which the very nature of our naval victories, they are 
proud to say, precludes the possibility,) or attempting to disparage in the remotest degree the merits of 
others, would observe, that the destruction of the Philadelphia, when all the circumstances associated 
with it are taken into consideration, is, at least, unsurpassed by any nautical achievement—an achieve- 
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ment equally admirable for the chivalry of its conception, and the brilliant and decisive manner of itg 
execution. 

The destruction of the Philadelphia, the committee would further observe, was not more glorious to 
our arms, than advantageous to us in all our subsequent negotiations with the Barbary powers. An 
exploit so novel and extraordinary could not fail to impress vividly the fears, as well as the imagination 
and memory of the Mahometan. And so permanent and peculiar has this impression been, that during 
the late infraction of the Algerine treaty, the name and presence of the destroyer of the Philadelphia, 
with a small squadron of frigates, effected more in a single hour than Lord Exmouth, at the head of a 
formidable fleet, and after two bloody victories, was ever able to accomplish. 

For this signal service, (of incalculable benefit to us, as far as the treasury alone is concerned) the 
gallant commander and crew of the Intrepid have, as yet, received from their country nothing in the 
form of remuneration, further than what is embraced by the following resolution, passed by Congress 
November 27, 1804: ’ 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, &c., That the President of the United States be 
requested to present, in the name of Congress, to Captain Stephen Decatur, a sword, and to each of the 
officers and crew of the United States ketch Intrepid two months’ pay, as a testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of the gallantry, good conduct, and services of Captain Decatur, the officers 
and crew of said ketch in attacking, in the harbor of Tripoli, and destroying, a Tripolitan frigate of 
44 guns. 

Lieutenant Decatur probably accepted the sword voted him; but the officers, it is understood, with 
feelings becoming officers, unanimously declined the bounty of Congress. 

If the policy of the government be to stimulate and encourage the gallantry and good conduct of 
its marine by suitable rewards, the present case, in the opinion of the committee, presents the strongest 
appeal to the justice and generosity of Congress. For “if skill and gallantry, (to use the language of 
the able and eloquent memorial submitted to the committee, and to which the House is referred for such 
further facts and illustrations of the accompanying bill as may be required,) if enterprise and heroism, 
are ever entitled to commendation and reward, where have they been more signally exhibited? If to 
have maintained the honor of the country, and added splendor to the standard, create claims upon a 
nation, where have any of a higher character been presented?’ 

The committee, although aware of the full force of this appeal, and furthermore, that, by usage and 
precedent, (independently of the extraordinary merit of the achievement,) the memorialists are justly 
entitled to a liberal remuneration from Congress, yet they would avail themselves of this opportunity to 
disavow, distinctly, the principle, that the captors of the public ships of the enemy have any right 
expressed or understood, for such remuneration, further than what has been established by law. 

The love of country, it is believed, and the desire for distinction, will always prove a sufficient 
stimulus to gallant and patriotic men to do their duty, and even to transcend it, whenever opportunities 
may offer. <A liberal and enlightened government, however, will always make a distinction between 
ordinary services (such as occur in the common line of duty) and those perilous enterprises which are 
conceived, planned, and executed by volunteers alone, of which the present is an illustrious example. 
And inasmuch as Congress in every case (with this sole exception) has awarded some substantial pecu- 
niary donation, in the shape of a reward, for the ships of the enemy captured and destroyed at sea, the 
committee cannot perceive upon what principle it can be withheld in this, one of the earliest, and certainly 
not the least important, of our naval victories. 

Before closing their report, the committee would respectfully call the attention of the House to a 
brief recapitulation of some of the important public benefits which, in their opinion, have resulted from 
the capture and destruction of the Philadelphia. 

It enlisted public opinion in favor of the navy, which, antil that moment, had been cold and indiffer- 
ent, if not hostile to its 

It stimulated powerfully that spirit of enterprise and love of glory so natural to our seamen, which 
have since been so signally displayed in repeated triumphs upon the favorite clement of the enemy, during 
the late war. . 

It relieved us (in connection with those desperate conflicts upon the same theatre, in all of which 
Lieutenant Decatur was pre-eminently distinguished) from the thraldom and ignominy of a tributary 
peace; by impressing, not Tripoli alone, but the whole of the Barbary States, with a sense of our prowess 
and enterprise, which has continued vivid and unimpaired to the present moment; and which has served 
effectually to protect our flag and commerce from insult and violation throughout the long interval of 
peace which has succeeded. 

And finally, it contributed largely to our stock of national glory, which, in the language of a dis- 
tinguished modern statesman, is above all price, and, to young and popular governments, the richest of 
all acquisitions. 

With such views, and after a full and dispassionate examination of the memorial and petition sub- 
mitted to them, the committee report the accompanying bill, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress assembled: 

The memorial and petition of Susan Decatur, widow and sole representative of Stephen Decatur, 
Esq., deceased, late a captain in the navy of the United States, in behalf of herself and of the officers 
and crew of the United States ketch Intrepid. 

Your memorialist and petitioner most respeetfully shows unto your honorable bodies that, on the 
night of the 16th of February, 1804, the late Captain Stephen Decatur, then a lieutenant in the navy of 
the United States, the volunteer commander of a volunteer crew, on board a small ketch, entered the 
harbor of Tripoli, boarded, captured and destroyed a frigate of the largest class, belonging to the enemy, 
and succeeded in effecting his retreat from this perilous enterprise without the loss of a single man, For 
this gallant and most distinguished achievement, planned and executed with consummate courage and 
skill, redounding equally to the national glory and advantage, your petitioner most respectfully solicits 
that Congress would be pleased to award that compensation which has been so liberally bestowed in 


other Cases. 








- 
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The grounds upon which this application rests are numerous and weighty. On ordinary occasions 
it might wear the appearance of vain-glorious boasting for the petitioners to Congress to descant upon 
the value of those services for which they ask a remuneration. No such imputation can exist on the 
present occasion. Your memorialist, in recapitulating some of the circumstances which accompanied, 
and some of the benefits that resulted from this exploit, is but performing a sacred duty, hallowed by 
every feeling which can attract, regard, or awaken sympathy. She confidently trusts, therefore, that 
such a recapitulation will be received with pardon if not with favor, and that she may be indulged in a 
feeble effort to bring before the recollection of the representatives of the nation circumstances which 
length of time may have obliterated from the minds of many, and in detailing some facts which have, 
perhaps, never been fully presented to more than a few. 

This hazardous and important enterprise was originally conceived and planned by the same indi- 
vidual who executed it. Young and ardent, devoted to the cause of his country, ambitious of distinction, 
zealous for the reputation of the navy, Lieutenant Decatur proposed a plan, for the capture of the Phila- 
delphia, to his commanding officer, and volunteered his services in carrying it into execution. Nothing 
but the vehemence with which he pressed his suit, a perfect confidence in his judgment, skill and courage, 
and a just estimate of the vast importance of the end to be attained, could have extorted from the pru- 
dent caution of Commodore Preble his sanction to this daring enterprise. Accompanied with about 
seventy volunteers, after encountering numerous obstacles, all which were surmounted or avoided with 
consummate dexterity and promptitude, the frigate, fully manned, equipped, and prepared for action, was 
boarded and carried. Full and undisputed possession was obtained. Peremptory orders had, however, 
been given to destroy the vessel, and the gallant victors were precluded from an attempt to bring her out 
of the harbor, which might, in all probability, have been accomplished. It only remained to obey these 
directions, and to retreat from the scene of action. Surrounded by an exasperated but disheartened 
enemy, this was performed, and the laurels which had been won shone greener and brighter, not having 
cost the life of one of the gallant adventurers. No alloy mingled with the feelings of exultation which 
this successful enterprise excited. 

In searching the history of the brilliant achievements of our navy, where will one be found superior, 
if equal, in the exhibition of all those characteristics which command our admiration? If skill and gal- 
lantry, if enterprise and heroism, are ever entitled to commendation or reward, where have they been 
more signally exhibited? If to have maintained the honor of the country, and added splendor to her 
standard, create claims upon a nation, when were any of higher character presented? 

On the other hand, it may, without the apprehension of being justly charged with exaggeration, be 
asserted that it has rarely occurred that any one achievement has been productive of results so advan- 
tageous to a nation. At the period when this enterprise was projected, the American force in the 
Mediterranean was not numerically superior to that of the enemy. They had been animated by their 
success in capturing one of the finest frigates in our service, with its gallant commander and crew. By 
this unfortunate accident their force had been augmented in the same ratio in which ours was diminished. 
The capture of the Philadelphia was justly deemed by Commodore Preble absolutely necessary to favor 
his intended operations. 

Our commerce in the Mediterranean was in a great measure exposed to the depredations of these 
freebooters; and capture was not only attended by the utter loss of property, but succeeded by the 
hopeless and cruel slavery imposed upon the unfortunate prisoners. Captain Bainbridge and his associ- 
ates had been languishing in captivity, and the Bey of Tripoli, elated with his good fortune, haughtily 
demanded, as his conditions of peace, a full indemnity for all the expenses of the war, and the exorbitant 
sum of $200,000 as a ransom for the prisoners in his hands. So powerful was the sympathy excited in 
favor of these meritorious sufferers, whom fortune had thrown into this hopeless state, that no sacrifice 
would not willingly have been endured for their rescue, save that which might involve a compromise 
of the national honor. On the capture of the Philadelphia, followed up by the bonibardment of their 
town, an operation which could not have been attemped until the former had been accomplished, the tone 
of haughty exultation which the barbarians had held subsided, and they willingly and speedily submitted 
to the fair and equitable terms which we proposed. A regular exchange of prisoners was agreed upon, 
and the sum of $60,000 paid to Tripoli for the surplus in their hands. In a pecuniary point of view 
alone, who can fully estimate the value of this exploit? As leading to the relief of our gallant country- 
men from galling slavery, who can overrate it? 

Nor is this all. Alarmed at the exhibition of daring and adventurous courage which had been 
manifested, they negotiated for peace, in the spirit of peace; and since that period, the recollection of the 
name and exploit of Decatur and his associates has preserved, throughout the Mediterranean, our flag 
from violation, our commerce from outrage, and our citizens from an odious slavery. The United States 
has thenceforward been relieved from the humiliating conditions imposed as the terms of peace upon 
every other maritime country; and the American name commands, to this day, more respect and deference 
than the proudest navies of Europe can enforce. The beneficial effects of this brilliant achievement 
were again apparent when the small squadron, under the same leader, compelled the government of 
Algiers to submit to terms which the enormous force and bloody operations of Lord Exmouth’s fleet failed 
to extort. 

To Decatur and his companions is the nation indebted for all these advantages. To this period may 
it exultingly recur for one of its proudest trophies. To it may our now distinguished navy look, as that 
in which its character became established, and its merits known both to friends and foes. Then were 
exhibited the early indications 0% those features which, since expanded and strengthened, have distin- 
guished the American naval character in more recent exploits. 

For all these services, little more than an honorary compensation has ever been awarded; and that 
little has not been paid. The gallant crew declined to receive the two months’ pay which Congress had 
decreed them. On other occasions, and, without the slightest disposition to disparage them, may it not 
be said, in every respect for inferior services, Congress has granted some substantial tokens of its appro- 
bation and regard, This, among’ the first and brightest, has remained almost unnoticed. 

It is not, however, simply as a gratuity that this claim is now preferred. The frigate had been 
carried, was in the undisputed possession of the captors, who, in obedience to peremptory orders, 
relinquished every attempt to bring her out of port, and consigned her reluctantly to the flames, with 
the full conviction on their part, sanctioned by the authority of the commander-in-chief, that this 
measure, directed by considerations Of a public nature, would neither invalidate nor in any degree 
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diminish the claim sanctioned by law, to compensation to the full value of the vessel and her 
equipments. 

Various reasons have existed to prevent this claim from being preferred at an earlier period. The 
lofty spirit which projected and achieved the exploit felt reluctant to remind his country of services which 
it had forgotten, or to estimate them higher than it had rated them. He was averse to urge a claim for 
services which he thought his country, if it duly appreciated them, would spontaneously remunerate, 
During the recent war with England, when he saw other actions rewarded, and other services of a 
similar character compensated, he was aware that all the pecuniary resources of the nation were 
required for present purposes; and he disdained to ask, from the almost exhausted treasury, that which 
could not with propriety be diverted from immediate objects. With these feclings he postponed, till a 
more suitable period, preferring the present claim. And he has bequeathed to your petitioner the duty 
of presenting to your honorable bodies this application, as his representative and that of his associates, 

Your memorialist would respectfully submit to your honorable bodies the written opinions of two 
professional gentlemen of the District, (Mr. Jones and Mr. Coxe,) upon the legal question to which she 
has referred in a preceding part of this memorial. SUSAN DECATUR. 

December 19, 1825. 





No. 282. [1st Session, 


191x Congress. | 





ON THE SUBJECT OF THE COURT-MARTIAL, COURT OF INQUIRY, AND CORRESPOND- 
ENCE RELATING TO THE COURSE OF COMMODORE DAVID PORTER IN SUPPRESSING 
PIRACY IN THE WEST INDIES. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 24, 1826. 


Mr. Hayne, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred a letter from Captain David Por- 
ter, of the United States navy, requesting an investigation of charges contained in communications 
from Thomas Randall and John Mountain; and to whom was also referred a letter from Thomas 
Randall, on the same subject, together with a communication from the Secretary of the Navy, cov- 
ering the proceedings of the court of inquiry and court-martial in relation to Captain Porter, 
reported: 

That they have had these several communications under consideration, and find nothing in the char- 
acter of the transactions to which they relate that requires the interference of this House. 

It appears that the case of Captain Porter has been submitted to the proper tribunals; and the com- 
mittee do not feel themselves warranted in forming any opinion unfavorable to their decisions, or indulg- 
ing any impression that their proceedings require revision, The committee consider it duc alike to the 
preservation of a proper discipline, and to the reputation of our officers, that appeals should not be encour- 
aged from the decisions of the military courts. Under this view of the subject, and seeing no satisfactory 
reason for interposing the authority of the House in matters which have been fully settled by the compe- 
tent authorities, the committee ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 


Ix Senate, January 23, 1826. 

On motion by Mr. Dickerson, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, on the letters 
from Captain D, Porter and Thomas Randall, and the communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
with the proceedings of the court of inquiry and court-martial in relation to Captain Porter; and, 

On motion by Mr. Dickerson, 

Resolved, That the report be recommitted to the Committee on Naval Affairs, with instructions to 
amend the same by striking out the following: ‘It appears that the case of Captain Porter has been sub- 
mitted to the proper tribunals, and the committee do not feel themselves warranted in forming any opinion 
unfavorable to their decision, or indulging any impression that their proceedings require revision, The 
committee consider it due alike to the preservation of a proper discipline, and to the reputation of our 
officers, that appeals should not be encouraged from the decisions of the military courts. Under this 
view of the subject, and seeing no satisfactory reason for interposing the authority of the House in mat- 
ters which have been finally settled by the competent authorities, the committee ask leave to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject.” 





Ix Senate, January 24, 1826. 

Mr. Hayne, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was recommitted the letters from Captain D. 
Porter and T, Randall, and the communication from the Secretary of the Navy, with the proceedings 
of the court of inquiry and court-martial in relation to Captain Porter, reported: 

That they bave had these several communications under consideration, and find nothing in the char- 
acter of the transactions to which they relate that requires the interference of this House. The committee 
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subjects. The report was read, and in 


concurrence therewith, 
tesolved, That the committee be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 








ave 
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197TH Coneress. ] No. 285. [1st SESSION. 
SS ~-e-eo------------ 





PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL, CORRESPONDENCE, ETC., RELATING TO THE CON- 
DUCT OF COMMODORE CITARLES STEWART, ON THE PACIFIC STATION, AND OF THAT 
OF LIEUTENANTS JOSHUA R. SANDS AND WILLIAM M. HUNTER. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 25, 1826. 
Wasuineton, January 24, 1826. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 12th of December last, I 


transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of the Navy, with the documents and proceedings of the 
naval courts-martial in the cases of Captain Charles Stewart, and of Lieutenants Joshua R. Sands and 


William M. Hunter. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 





Navy Department, January 20, 1826. 


: In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 12th December last, ‘that 
the President of the United States be requested to communicate to this House (if not incompatible with 
the public interest) the documents and proceedings of the naval court-martial in the case of Captain 
Charles Stewart; also the documents and proceedings of the naval courts-martial in the cases of Lieuten- 
ants Joshua R. Sands and William M. Hunter,” I have the honor to transmit to you, herewith, copies 
of the documents and proceedings specified in ' the said resolution. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Presipent of the United States. 





Puitapevpnta, October 24, 1824. 


Sm: Understanding, from the Hon. Secretary of State, that several complaints have been exhibited 
to the Executive government against me by the authorities and others in South America, touching my 
conduct while in command of the naval forces in the Pacific, may I ask the favor that you will please to 
cause copies of such complaints to be transmitted to me, if not inconsistent with the regulations and 
course of the Department. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) C. STEWART. 
To the Hon. Samvet L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





Navy Departwent, November 16, 1824. 


Sm: You have been already apprised that the government of Peru has made complaints against a 
part of your official conduct, while in the command of the squadron in the Pacific ocean, and that these 
complaints have been seconded by public rumor, and confirmed by the agent of our government in that 
country. I have, also, to inform you that other complaints have been made, though in a less imposing 
form. 

Under these circumstances, an official investigation is considered necessary; and you would have 

earlier received this written notice of it, if you had not been expected in this place, and if it had not been 
thought that you would yourself have demanded it. 

"It i is intended that the investigation be made before the court-martial lately or deved to assemble in 
New York; and, that you may be immediately apprised of the points which are believed to require exam- 
ination, I enclose a paper containing them, in the form of charges. Some of these will probably be erased, 
and others somewhat varied; but you will, in a few days, receive them in due form. 

The witnesses who will be called to substantiate the charges are principally the officers of the Frank- 
lin, Dolphin, and Peruano. Should the means of your defence be within the control of this Department, 
they shall be promptly afforded to you; and, I assure you, while the investigation will be rendered par- 
ticular, full, and rigid, a strong hope and anxious desire will be felt that your defence may ensure to you 
such an acquittal as will comport with your own high character and the honor of the service. 

I have not sent to you copies of any of the communications requested by your letter of the 24th Octo- 
ber last, because they are very long, and comprise a variety of other matters; because it is not believed 
that any of them will be used as competent evidence on the trial; and because the enclosed paper will 
furnish you with all the charges which they contain. Should a change take place in the views of the 
Department on the subject, or should you still desire copies of any particular ones, they shall be furnished 
as speedily as possible. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Capt. Cuartes Stewart, U. S. Navy, New York. 
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New York, November 25, 1824. 

Sm: I have had the honor to receive your letter, dated the 16th instant, with its enclosure, the headg 
of complaints exhibited against me, in the form of charges and specifications. 

I receive with thanks this first intimation on this subject, in reply to my letter, addressed to you on 
the 24th ultimo. It was not desirable to me to augment the trouble of the Department, or intended ag 
such, by my application of the 24th of last month for copies of the dispatches in extenso; extracts of the 
allegations, with the dates, and the periods of their receipt, appeared to me as important, prior to my 
forming any decision on the propriety or impropriety of asking a court for their investigation, or in any 
way interfering with the course or views of the government. 

These complaints, (some of which are of two or three years’ standing,) alleged to have been com- 
mitted in very distant seas, calling for witnesses still there, and documentary evidence existing only in 
that country and under the control of a foreign government and people, appears to me to require much 
more time to procure, for my defence, than the period of the session of the court-martial now assembled 
will afford for the purpose. I have deemed it proper thus to lay before you these views of the subject, in 
hopes that the suggestions cannot but appear to you in the same light; and, as the object of all parties 
concerned can be no other than truth and justice, that you will perceive the propriety of suspending the 
further proceedings in this case until I can be enabled to proceed to Washington, on the termination of 
my duty here as a witness on the present trials. 

It was my intention to have presented myself there, agreeably to your expectation; but, being under 
the necessity of coming to this place the day after I had the pleasure of seeing you in Philadelphia, for the 
purpose of meeting my family on their return from Boston, I was so long delayed by their detention there, 
and the expectation of the immediate investigation of Lieut. Weaver’s case, in which I was a witness, 
that I found it useless, in point of time, to proceed, after I got as far as Philadelphia. 

In hopes I shall receive your determination as soon as possible, 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, &c., 


(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. 
The Hon. Sasw’t L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





Navy Department, November 29, 1824. 


Sir: Your letter, dated the 25th instant, has been received. It is very much to be regretted that any 
circumstance should prevent an immediate decision in your case. It is of great importance to the public 
interest that it be as little delayed as possible; but the reason which you assign for a postponement is 
such as cannot be disregarded. You will, therefore, understand that your request is granted, and your 
trial will not take place before the court-martial now sitting, but as speedily thereafter as the evidence 
can be procured; and it will be expected of you to use all possible diligence in the preparation. Any 
documents within the control of the Department, necessary for your defence, will be promptly afforded, 
upon your application. 

You will, from the receipt of this letter, consider yourself as suspended from duty until your trial has 
taken place; but no particular limits are assigned to you, other than those of the Union, as it is supposed 
you will require entire liberty in the preparation of the evidence for your trial. 

Some alteration will probably be made in the charges against you, of which you will, in a short time, 
be apprised. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Capt. Cuartes Srewart, U. S. Navy, New York. 





To James Barron, Esq., captain in the navy of the United States: 

Certain charges of misconduct having been alleged against Charles Stewart, Esq., captain in the 
navy of the United States, and others, a general court-martial, to consist of Captain James Barron, presi- 
dent; Captains Wm. M. Crane, Robert T. Spence, John D. Henley, Jesse D. Elliott, Stephen Cassin, James 

tenshaw, Thomas Brown, Charles C. B. Thompson, Alex. 8. Wadsworth, George W. Rodgers, and George 

C. Read, members, or any five or more of them, is hereby authorized and ordered to assemble at the city 
of Washington, in the building on First street east and the corner of Maryland avenue, formerly occupied 
by the Congress of the United States, on Thursday, the eighteenth day of August, for the trial of the 
said Captain Charles Stewart and others, for the offences with which they do severally stand charged; 
which charges, together with the testimony in their support, will be laid before the court by the judge 
advocate. 

tichard S. Coxe, Esq., is appointed judge advocate to the court hereby ordered to assemble; and if 
he should decline acting, the said court will appoint such other suitable gentleman, learned in the law, to 
discharge the duties of judge advocate to the said court, as they, or a majority of them, may, in their 
wisdom, deem fit and proper. 

In faith of which, I have hereunto signed my name and affixed the seal of the Navy Depart- 
ment of the United States, this seventeenth day of August, in the year of our Lord one 


[SEAL. ] thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, and of the independence of the United States the 
fiftieth. 
(Signed) SAMWL L, SOUTHARD. 
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Charges and specifications against Charles Stewart, Esq., a captain in the navy of the United States. 
CHARGE FIRST,—UNOFFICER-LIKE CONDUCT. 


Specification first. In aiding and assisting, during the months of May, June and July, in the year 
1822, an American ship called the Canton, an American ship called the Pearl, an English brig called the 
Sarah, and a French ship called the Telegraph, and other vessels, in carrying on an illicit and contraband 
trade with certain ports in Peru called the Intermedios; aiding and assisting said vessels in violating the 
Jaws and decrees of the existing government of Peru; and in transporting and landing arms, military 
stores and other contraband articles; and in protecting the said vessels from the consequences of such 
illegal traffic, by employing or threatening to employ the naval forces of the United States in their defence. 

Specification second, In sailing with the United States ship the Franklin, then under the command of 
the said Charles Stewart, in the months of June and July, 1822, to the said ports called the Intermedivs, 
for the purpose of aiding in private and illicit traffic, and with a view to the private emolument of the 
said Charles Stewart. 

Specification third. In employing, on or about the eleventh day of July, 1822, the naval force of the 
United States under his command in preventing the commander of the Peruvian brig Balgrano from 
enforcing the laws and instructions of his government, by taking, and sending in for adjudication, an 
American ship called the Canton, detected in carrying on an illicit trade to the injury of said government; 
and in being concerned in the pecuniary profits of said illicit voyages and transactions of the aforesaid 
ship, the Canton. 

Specification fourth. In transporting or causing to be transported on board the United States schooner, 
the Dolphin, on or about the sixth day of May, 1822, one Eliphalet Smith, with goods and merchandise for 
sale on private account, and permitting said Smith to carry his own private goods and merchandise, and 
samples of goods not designed for the use of the said schooner Dolphin, on board the said schooner, under 
the protection of the flag of the United States, to certain ports, viz.: Arica, Quilca, and others of the 
Intermedios, and to employ a national vessel of the United States as a place for the said Smith to sell 
and display for sale such his goods, when such traffic was in itself illegal and contraband, and such con- 
duct tended to the disgrace of the navy of the United States. 

Specification fifth. In employing in the month of August, 1822, and at other periods in that year, the 
schooners Peruvian and Waterwitch, then in the service of the United States, in traffic and carrying 
merchandise on private account. 

Specification sixth, In lending aid and countenance to the violators of the revenue laws of the gov- 
ernment of Peru, at various times between the arrival of the ship Franklin in the Pacific in the month of 
February, 1822, and her departure from thence in 1824, by permitting and aiding sundry persons in carry- 
ing off from the shore coin, bullion, plata pina, and other articles, contrary to the laws of said govern- 
ment, without the permission, authority or knowledge of the custom house officers and local authorities, 
and to deposit the said articles so smuggled on board the public vessels of the United States, then under 
the command of the said Charles Stewart. 

Specification seventh. In permitting, at various times within the periods mentioned in the foregoing 
specification, specie, bullion, plata pina and other articles, designed to be transported from Peru in viola- 
tion of the laws of that country, clandestinely, at night, to be brought on board the public vessels of the 
United States, then under his command, and in transporting said articles in the boats of the said public 
vessels, at sea, and out of the control and reach of the authorities on shore, to certain vessels bound to 
distant ports, after such vessels had undergone the examination of the custom house officers; such trans- 
portation being without the authority, permission or knowledge of said officers, but designed as a fraud 
upon and an invasion of the laws of the government of Peru. 

Specification eighth. In assisting at the times mentioned in the last preceding specification, with the 
armed force under his command, in defending and protecting persons and property, engaged in smuggling, 
from arrest and detention by the lawful authorities of the government of Peru. 

Specification ninth. In affording, at various times during the period mentioned in the last preceding 
specification, protection and aid of an extraordinary and illegal kind to the Canton and other vessels in 
the business of which he the said Charles Stewart and Eliphalet Smith were interested, to the neglect of 
other vessels engaged in a lawful commerce, to which he was in duty bound to afford protection, but in 
the profits of which they had no participation. 

Specification tenth. In purchasing from the said ship the Canton, at Valparaiso, in the month of April, 
1822, among other articles 90 bolts of canvas, 25} casks of wine, 335 Ibs. copper nails, paints, oils, &c., 
ostensibly for the use of the Franklin, when such articles were not necessary for said vessel, and in fact 
were not. employed or consumed in her, and when the said ship the Franklin had been amply provided 
with such of the said articles as were necessary for her use. 

Specification eleventh. In employing or causing to be employed on various occasions, at Valparaiso 
and elsewhere in the ports of the Pacific, during the year 1822, carpenters and other persons attached to 
the Franklin, and receiving pay from the United States, in working on board the Canton, Wasp, and other 
private vessels, without any proper or adequate reason, and without any compensation to the individuals 
thus employed. 

Specification twelfth. In receiving on board the Franklin one Captain Eliphalet Smith, and permitting 
him to remain there for nearly a year, engaged in private traffic, and employing the naval forces of the 
United States in subservience to the views of said Smith. 

Specification thirteenth. In employing the said Eliphalet Smith to carry dispatches, board vessels, and 
perform other duties which ought to have been executed by the officers in the service of the government, 
for the purpose of affording him, the said Smith, facilities in the prosecution of his private concerns. 

Specification fourteenth. In permitting the cargo or part of the cargo of the Canton, some time in 
August, 1822, to be shipped on board the Peruviana, then in tow of the Franklin, and ostensibly a public 
vessel; and in receiving or permitting to be received and carried on board the Franklin the supercargo 
of the Canton, and samples of the goods thus put on board the Peruviana, for the purpose of furthering 
the sale of the said cargo. 

Specification fifteenth. In reeciving and permitting to remain on board the Franklin, for a long 
period of time in the year 1822, one Captain John O’Sullivan, the commander, and one Ward, supercargo, 
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of the Canton, for the purpose of aiding them in their private traffic; thus making the national vessels 
and flag subservient to individual interests. 

Specification sixteenth, In taking on board and carrying in the Franklin from Valparaiso to Quilca, 
in or about the month of March, 1823, horses, with their equipments, for the use of General Canterac, or 
some other royalist general, thus furnishing aid and assistance to the one party in a military contest, in 
violation of the duties of a neutral officer. 

Specification seventeenth. In employing the crews of the public vessels of the United States, and 
articles paid for by the government, for the use of said public vessels, in building and equipping three 
small schooners which were not required for the public service, and which did not and do not belong to 
the government. 

Specification eighteenth. In permitting or causing to be made by the crew of the Franklin and other 
public vessels, out of the materials which had been purchased for the service of the government, sails, 
&c., for the use of the private ship the Canton, in the month of August or September, 1822. 

Specification nineteenth. In permitting or causing the Dolphin, a vessel of the United States, to 
carry trom Callao to Guayaquil, in or about the month of September, 1822, money, sails, &c., for the 
purpose of placing them on board the Canton. 

Specification twentieth. In permitting William A. Weaver, then a lieutenant in the navy of the 
United States, and borne on the books of the said ship Franklin, to absent himself from said vessel and 
from his duties on board, during the entire cruise of said ship, from the month of September, 1821, until 
the arrival of the Franklin within the United States, in the mouth of August, 1824, without any necessity 
or excuse of a public nature. 

Specification twenty-first. In approving the muster rolls of the Franklin, wherein it was made to 
appear that the said William A. Weaver was actually on board said ship, and performing the duties of a 
lieutenant on board, from the commencement of said cruise up to December 31, 1823; whereas he, the 
said Charles Stewart, well knew the said Weaver to be absent from said vessel, engaged in his own 
private concerns, during the whole of said period. 

Specification twenty-second. In directing and causing the purser of said ship, the Franklin, to 
transmit to the Navy Department false and erroneous transcripts from the muster rolls of said ship; by 
such false and erroneous transcripts representing to the Navy Department that he, the said William A, 
Weaver, was absent from the said vessel in charge of stores at Callao, when in fact no such entry was 
ever made in the original muster roll, and when he, the said Charles Stewart, well knew that he, the said 
Weaver, was not at Callao, and also that there were no public stores at Callao of which he could be in 
charge. 

Specification twenty-third. In causing the purser of the said ship, the Franklin, to enter on the 
muster roll of said vessel, on or about the 16th of November, 1824, that he, the said William A. Weaver, 
was absent from said ship without leave from the first of August, 1822; whereas he, the said Charles 
Stewart, had approved the muster roll of said vessel, by which it was made to appear that the said 
Weaver was actually on board up to December 31, 1828. 

Specification twenty-fourth. In permitting the purser of the said ship, the Franklin, at the port of 
Arica, in June, 1822, to send on shore for sale large quantities of clothing and other articles brought out 
in the said ship for the use of the officers, by which means, when those articles were required, it 
became impossible for the officers to procure them from the purser. 

Specification twenty-fifth. In sending or causing to be sent at various times in 1822 and 1823, on 
board the Canton, a large number of musket cartridges and other military stores belonging to the 
government, which said articles were entered on the books of the Franklin as expended in that vessel 
in the regular course of public service. 

Specification twenty-sixth. In sending or causing or permiting to be sent on board the said ship, the 
Canton, on or about the 26th day of July, 1822, several articles from the carpenter’s department, of which 
no entry was made on the books of the Franklin. 

Specification twenty-seventh. In causing or permiting to be used a large number of hoops and other 
materials belonging to the government, and the crew of the Franklin and other vessels under his 
command to be occupied in making kegs to hold specie, &., deposited on board said vessels, and not 
accounting to the government for the money charged to and received from the owners of said specie, &c., 
on account of said kegs. 

Specification twenty-eighth. In sending or causing or permiting to be sent on board the Canton, for 
the use of said private vessel, on or about the 26th of October, 1822, sails, canvas and other articles 
belonging to the government. 

Specification twenty-ninth. In permitting to be taken from the public stores, in the month of 
September, 1822, in April and November, 1823, and in January, 1824, and at divers other times, saws, 
copper nails, iron nails, iron spikes, iron and ammunition, and given or sold on private account, without 
rendering a faithful and true account thereof to the government. 


CHARGE SECOND—-DISOBEDIENCE OF ORDERS. 


Specification first. For that in express violation of his instructions from the honorable the Secretary 
of the Navy, dated the 8th day of September, 1821, he, the said Charles Stewart, in the year 1822, then 
commanding the United States ship Franklin, did aid and assist an American ship called the Canton, an 
American ship called the Pearl, an English brig called the Sarah, and a French ship called the Telegraph, 
in carrying on an illicit and contraband trade with certain ports in Peru called the Intermedios; aiding 
and assisting said vessels in violating the laws and decrees of the government of Peru, and in 
transporting and landing arms, military stores and other contraband articles; and in protecting the said 
vessels from the consequences of such illegal conduct, by employing or threatening to employ the naval 
forces of the United States in their defence. 

Specification second. In employing, on or about the 11th day of July, 1822, the naval forces of the 
United States under his command in preventing the commander of the Peruvian brig Belgrano from 
enforcing the laws and instructions of his government for taking and sending in for adjudication an 
American vessel called the Canton, detected in carrying on an illicit trade to the injury of said government. 

Specification third. In transporting or causing to be transported, on board the United States schooner 
Dolphin, on or about the 6th May, 1822, one Eliphalet Smith, with goods and merchandise for sale on pri- 
vate account, and permitting Smith to carry such, his own private goods and merchandise not designed 
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for the use of the said schooner, on board the said schooner, under the protection and flag of the United 
States, to certain ports forbidden by the laws of the country. 

Specification fourth. In lending aid and countenance to the violators of the revenue laws of the gov- 
ernment of Peru, by permitting and aiding sundry persons, at various times between the arrival of the 
Franklin in the Pacific in the year 1821, and her departure from thence in 1824, to carry off from the shore 
specie, bullion, plata pina, and other articles, contrary to the laws of said government, without the per- 
mission, authority or knowledge of the custom house officers and local authorities; and to deposit said 
articles so smuggled from the shore on board the public vessels of the United States then under the com- 
mand of him, the said Charles Stewart. 

Specification fifth. Tn assisting with the naval forces of the United States, then under the command of 
him, the said Charles Stewart, in defending and protecting persons and property, engaged in smuggling, 
from arrest and detention by the lawful authorities of the government of Peru at the times mentioned in 
the last preceding specification. 

Specification sixth. In permitting to be received, and in receiving on board the said ship, the Frank- 
lin, and other vessels under his command, at various times within the periods aforesaid, within the juris- 
diction of the said government of Peru, certain persons, who by the laws of the said government were 
obnoxious to capture and punishment—spies and officers in the royalist army, and in protecting said per- 
sons from seizure and punishment, contrary to the express instructions given to the said Charles Stewart 
by his government, and in contravention of his duties as the commander in the service of a neutral 
nation. In particular, in receiving, or permitting to be received and protected as aforesaid, an indivi- 
dual by the name of Madrice, an officer in the royalist army, and a spy in Lima, and the director or late 
director of the mint. 

Specification seventh. In unlawfully, and in violation of his duties as a neutral, carrying from Callao to 
the before-mentioned ports, called the Intermedios, sometime between the Ist of May and the 15th of 
July, 1822, intelligence of a contemplated military expedition, prepared by the patriot government of Peru, 
against said Intermedios, and thereby exposing the same to defeat and destruction. 


CHARGE THIRD——-NEGLECT OF DUTY. 


Specification first. In permitting and authorizing William A. Weaver, a lieutenant in the navy of 
the United States, attached to the Franklin, and borne on the books of that vessel, to absent himself 
from said ship and from his duties on board during the entire cruise of said ship, from the month of 
September, 1821, till her arrival within the United States, in the summer of 1824, without any necessity 
or reason of a public nature. 

Specification second. For that, whareas, Horace B. Sawyer, a lieutenant in the navy of the United 
States, did, on the 24th day of July, 1822, and on the 28th of August, in the same year, exhibit to said 
Charles Stewart, his commanding officer, charges and specifications of the most serious character against 
David Conner, a lieutenant in the navy, then under the command of the said Charles Stewart, and did 
refer to several witnesses as able to sustain said charges; he, the said Charles Stewart, did omit and 
neglect to notice said charges, or to cause their truth to be investigated, to the great injury of the naval 
service of the United States. 

Specification third. In not having his men regularly and properly exercised at quarters, and in not 
having his guns in a proper state for action, as he was bound to have done, during the cruise of said 
Franklin, from the month of September, 1821, to the summer of 1824. 


CHARGE FOURTH—OPPRESSION AND CRUELTY. 


Specification. In confining Joshua R. Sands, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, and 
under the immediate command of the said Charles Stewart, in an unusual and unnecessary manner on 
board the Franklin, from the 9th October, 1828, until the 18th of April, 1824, without taking any 
measures to bring the said Sands to trial for any alleged misconduct, and in continuing said oppressive 
and cruel conduct subsequent to the said 13th of April, to the manifest and great injury of the health of 
said Sands. 

(Signed) RICHARD 8. COXE, Judge Advocate. 





Minutes of the proceedings of a general court-martial, convened at the city of Washington, in the building on 
First street east and the corner of the Maryland avenue, this eighteenth day of August, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, by virtue of a precept from the honorable the 
Secretary of the Navy, bearing date the seventeenth day of August, instant, hereunto annexed and 
marked A. 


Present: Captain James Barron, president, Captains William M. Crane, Robert T. Spence, John D. 
Henley, Jesse D. Elliott, Stephen Cassin, James Renshaw, Thomas Brown, Charles C. B. Thompson, 
Alexander 8. Wadsworth, George W. Rodgers, and George C. Read, members; and Richard 8. Coxe, 
judge advocate. 

Captain Charles Stewart appeared in court to answer to the charges exhibited against him. Being 
asked whether he had any objections to make against either of the members of the court, he replied that 
he had none. 

The oath prescribed by law in such case was then administered to the president and each of the 
members of the court by the judge advocate; and the oath required to be taken by the judge advocate 
was then administered to him by the president. The charges and specifications were then read by the 
judge advocate, annexed to the record and marked B. The accused pleaded not guilty to the same. The 
accused then presented an application to the court, to be heard and assisted by counsel; as also permis- 
sion to employ a stenographer, and such other person as may be necessary for his assistance, and 
mentioned Joseph Hopkinson and Robert D. Taylor, Esquires, as the counsel whose professional aid he 
required. The court being cleared, proceeded to deliberate upon the application of the accused, and 
being reopened, it was announced that the court had agreed to accede to this request, and to allow the 
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gentlemen named as counsel to appear in that character under the restrictions customary in the practice 
of courts-martial. These restrictions the court understands to be, that all propositions, motions, and 
communications be made to the court in writing, by handing the same to the judge advocate; that all 
questions proposed on behalf of the accused be propounded in writing, through the judge advocate. 
The court likewise accedes to the wish cf Captain Stewart, to have a stenographer in the court for the 
purpose of taking notes of the proceedings and of the evidence, with the understanding that these notes 
are taken for the use of the accused alone, in aiding him on the present trial. 

William M. Hunter, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being produced by the judge 
advocate, and having been duly sworn according to law, and by him examined, deposes and says: I was 
the first lieutenant on board the Franklin during her late cruise from September, 1821, till her return to 
the United States in August, 1824, with the exception of some few months, when I was ashore, sick; I 
was on board in the months of May, June and July, in the year 1822; I know the American ship, the 
Canton, bound, as I heard, from New York to Valparaiso; we fell in with her at St. Juan Fernandez; she 
was lying to off that island when we arrived there; we were at anchor at St. Juan Fernandez three or 
four days; she continued lying to off that island; from St. Juan Fernandez we proceeded to Valparaiso; 
the Canton sailed about the same time; we arrived at Valparaiso together, in February, 1822, and sailed 
from that port early in May following; the Canton was in Valparaiso during that period; we proceeded 
from Valparaiso to Arica; the Canton accompanied us; (Arica is one of the Intermedios;) we remained 
at Arica I think nearly a month, and thence proceeded to Quilea (another of the Intermedios), the Canton 
in company; I do not recollect how long we continued at Quilea; we proceeded down towards Callao, but 
did not enter that port together; the Canton parted company with us the evening before we went into 
Callao; Captain O’Sullivan commanded the Canton, and was the principal supercargo; Mr. Ward the 
assistant supercargo; during the period in which the two vessels were together, those officers of the 
Canton were in the habits of intimacy with the officers of the Franklin; I have no knowledge of any 
arms, military stores, or other contraband articles being on board the Canton at the time of her arrival 
at Valparaiso; the ports called the Intermedios were in the possession of the royalists during the time 
that we were there, as before mentioned; during the time that we were at Arica the Canton was anchored 
between us and the shore, at the distance of perhaps more that half a mile; at Quilca also between us 
and the shore, at the distance of about a quarter of a mile; the cargo of the Canton was carried on shore 
at Arica and Quilca by her own boats; I do not know of what that cargo consisted; I do not know 
whether or not it was the same cargo she brought from the United States, or whether it was shipped at 
Valparaiso; I cannot recollect the time when we parted company with the Canton off Callao; the Peru- 
vian brig, Belgrano, came into Quilea while we were lying there, while the Canton was lying there with 
us; the captain of the Belgrano, Prunier, came on board the Franklin and went into the cabin of the 
commodore; told the commodore he should take the Canton from under our guns, as the whole coast was 
under blockade; the commodore then told him if he made the attempt he should then act himself; not 
passed between them; he was on board several times afterwards, but I do not recollect his 
the subject again; I do not recollect that anything was said by Captain Prunier of the landing 
the Canton, or her carrying on any trade, or that any other reason was assigned for his inten- 

I do not know who 


much more 
mentioning 
of arms by 
tion to take possession of that vessel than the blockade of which I have spoken. 
was the owner of the Canton or her cargo, nor do I, of my own knowledge, know who were interested in 
either, nor do I know, by any communication from Commodore Stewart, or by any other person in his 
presence, who were so interested; I was acting as first lieutenant of the Franklin in the month of August, 
1822, at the period when the Peruviano and Waterwitch were in the neighborhood of the Franklin; these 
two vessels were built by our own carpenters, ene at Arica, the other at Quilea, on our first voyage 
down; the frames and all the materials for building and equipping them were brought out in the 
Pearl, from Boston; an arrangement was made by Captain Stewart with the captain of the Pearl, by 
which the former was to have one of the schooners for building the others; the third was built at 
St. Juan Fernandez, and named the Robinson Crusoe; the Peruviano and Waterwitch, during the time 
they were in the service, were manned and officered from the Franklin. Lieutenant Henry at different 
times commanded both; Midshipman Wilkes had charge of the Waterwitch, to deliver the Waterwitch up 
to the owner or his agent, at which time the crew returned to the Franklin. The Waterwitch was 
launched some time in June, 1822, and the Peruviano in July or August of the same year; one or the 
other was under the command of Licutenant Henry until a few days before we sailed from Callao, on our 
return to the United States, in 1824. They were used as dispatch boats. They went with letters on 
various occasions to Guayaquil, Panama, Valparaiso and Callao, and carried Lieutenant Mayo to Panama. 
The Peruviano had on board a part of the cargo of the Canton, which was taken out of that vessel the 
evening before we entered Callao, The Peruviano was not then rigged, but was in tow of the Franklin; 
she was carried into the harbor of Cailao, then in possession of the patriots. I do not know of my own 
knowledge what the goods were. The Peruviano was rigged and fitted out in the harbor of Callao, and 
sailed from there under the command of Lieutenant Henry. I cannot say whether the part of the cargo 
of the Canton was landed at Callao or carried from thence in the schooner. I know of no other instance 
of either of these vessels, while commanded by officers or manned from the crew of the Franklin, having 
private property on board. After parting company with tle Canton off Callao, we fell in with her again 
at Quilca, in the latter part of the year 1822. We laid there together, I cannot say how long, and sailed 
together. She was bound to Europe, we to Valparaiso; we parted company I think the fifth or sixth 
day after Captain O’Sullivan returned in the Canton, Mr. Ward was appointed commodoye’s secretary. 
He had joined the Franklin when we parted company with the Canton off Callao the first time. He was 
rated on the books of the Franklin, immediately after joining the ship, as second master. He remained 
with us till our return to the United States. At Valparaiso, when we first went out, there was some wine 
purchased, which was brought on board from the Canton; it was claret wine in hogsheads; there were, I 
think, more than twenty, but I cannot say how many; other articles were purchased from Mr. Hogan, the 
United States agent on shore. They were nails, canvas and paints. I cannot say, of my own knowledge, 
where they were procured. When the Franklin sailed from New York, she was well equipped and prepared 
for the cruise. She was not in want of canvas on our arrival at Valparaiso. The nails were purchased with 
the idea of building a dispatch boat before we knew of the frames. There was no immediate use for any of 
those articles on board the Franklin, at the time of the purchase. They were in part used on board the 
Franklin. The Constellation received thirty bolts of canvas, and there were thirty-six bolts loaned to the 
Canton, for the purpose of making sails for her. The sails for the Canton were made on board the Frank- 
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lin, by the crew of the Franklin, on our first passage down from Valparaiso to Callao. The Dolphin 
received them from the Franklin at Callao, and took them to Guayaquil. Part of the other articles were 
consumed on board the Franklin; part were brought to the United States; part of the nails and paints 
were so consumed, and the residue of the canvas. The wine was used, part as wine and part as vine- 
ear. The Peruviano, while she had the goods on board received from the Canton, in the harbor of Cal- 
jao, was anchored near the Franklin. During this time Mr. Ward did not, to my knowledge, continue to 
act as the supercargo of the Canton, nor had he anything to do with the goods. The Peruviano, when 
towed in, was a mere hull of a vessel, not perfectly decked, and without masts. When rigged she assumed 
the appearance and was understood to be a public vessel. During the times we were jn the harbors of 
Quilca and Arica with the Canton, that vessel wore the flag and pendant common to Ameriean merchant 
vessels. Inquiry was made by Captain Prunier of Commodore Stewart, whether the Canton was or was 
not a public vessel, or in the employ of the government. The answer given was, that she was a merchant 
vessel. We saw the Pearl, the Sarah, and the Telegraph on the coast of Peru; neither of them sailed in 
company with us. The Pearl was in sight during our passage from Valparaiso, as far as Arica. I believe she 
had applied for convoy, but was refused. The Canton was along with us, and she and the Pearl were together 
the evening before we arrived at Arica, but at no other time. The Canton did not, tomy knowledge, during 
that voyage, lay to, or shorten sail for the Pearl. Convoy was refused to the Pearl because she had arms on 
board. They were not landed at Arica, She sailed from that port to the northwest coast. No arms or other 
articles were, to my knowledge, shipped from the Pearl to the Canton. On our passage from Valparaiso 
to Arica, there was a brig in sight, which afterwards proved to be the Sarah. The Pearl and Sarah were 
fallen in with about half way down the coast. The frames that I have spoken of were purchased at 
Valparaiso and in part delivered at Arica. The greater part we took on board at Valparaiso, as much as 
we could conveniently carry. I do not know that while in the port of Arica either the Pearl or Sarah was 
engaged in landing their cargoes, or in any commerce with the shore. I do not know that any arms or 
cannon were landed from the Pearl at Arica. Carpenters and other men, mechanics and laboring men, 
were permitted to be employed on board the Canton, Wasp, and other vessels, without distinction of 
nations—never when their services were wanted on board the public vessels. I believe they were in 
almost every instance paid by the owners or captains of the vessels on board which they worked. It was 
not possible to procure mechanics or laboring men from the shore, and for that reason it was permitted. 
It was a permission to the persons thus occupied, not an order, and of course no complaints were made 
by them. It was a usual thing in the service. I know Captain Eliphalet Smith. He came on board the 
Franklin while we were at Valparaiso the first time. He was a passenger in the cabin with. the commo- 
dore. He remained until after leaving Callao. We went down to Quilca. He was landed, I think, some 
time in October. I understood he was an American merchant, doing business out there. He was engaged 
as a merchant during that period. I do not know of what vessels he was the owner, or in which he was 
interested in that sea at that time. While lying in port, he was at times on board, at times on shore. 
I do not know whether he was engaged in carrying on any business on his own account or on behalf of 
any of the officers or crew of the Franklin, nor whether he had any goods or samples of goods on board 
the Franklin. He had not an unusual quantity of baggage for a mere passenger; nor did he, when he 
landed from or returned to the Franklin, carry or bring with him an unusual portion of baggage. I 
understood he was once sent in the Dolphin, by the commodore, to carry a dispatch, but I know of no 
other instance of the sort. He was not employed to board vessels, or to perform any other duties which 
it is usual to execute by the means or instrumentality of officers. William A. Weaver was bofne on the 
books of the Franklin as a lieutenant during the cruise. He did not sail in her, nor was he on board after 
sailing from New York. We first saw him at Rio Janeiro; he was on board the merchant vessel the 
America. We saw him next at Valparaiso, on our first arrival there. We did not again see him during 
the cruise. He did not do duty as a lieutenant on board the Franklin, either at Rio or Valparaiso. There 
were no muskets, cartridges, or other military stores sent on board the Canton from the Franklin. I 
should have known it had they been sent. There were none from the carpenter’s department sent on 
board, to my knowledge. At the time the first cutter was lost, a sai] whic’ had been borrowed from the 
Canton was lost, and an old condemned studding-sail given to Captain O’Sullivan in lieu of it. About 
the same time, the Canton returned to us in rigging, for the use of the Franklin, a loan which had been 
made to her previously of a hawser. There were hoops, purchased by the slush fund, private property, 
which were used in making kegs, &c., which were sold, and the fund credited with the price of them. 
There were two saws; one was loaned to Captain Smith, the other to Captain Adderton, of the brig 
Nancy, an American vessel, whose crew had mutinied and thrown his tools overboard: both were returned. 
As to any other articles being sold or given away, I know nothing. In November, 1823, and January, 1824, 
I was not on board the ship, being sick on shore. I have no knowledge of any plate, bullion, coin, or other 
articles being smuggled off to the ship. While the ship was lying at Quilea, on our first visit, the boats went 
off from the skip and returned after night with money. They went, I think, before night. There was a small 
cove at the place and a building called the custom house. Lieu'enant Henry was one of the officers. 
Midshipman Pearson was also on board. We were lying about a mile and a half from the shore. About 
the same place (I cannot say whether on the same or a subsequent visit) the same circumstances again 
occurred, and I think the same officers. We sent money from the Franklin on board an American brig bound 
to the United States; sent on board her in the harbor of Callao, She had not gone to sea. Mr. Golds- 
borough was, I think, the officer. Part of this money (the principal part) came from the Dolphin, part 
from merchant ships in harbor, and part belonged to the brig herself. No part of it, to my knowledge, 
was public property. I know of no other instance of a similar kind. In going from Valparaiso down 
the coast, the commodore had his horses on board. They were taken on board at Valparaiso. Two of 
them were landed at Quilea. There were six in the whole, at different times, on board; five belonging to 
the commodore, and one to Captain Smith. The commodore told me he had given his horse, which was 
landed at Quilca, to a Mr. Cotera, a merchant of the place. Ido not know that either of them were ever 
given to General Canterac, or any other royalist general, nor did I ever see either of them afterwards in 
the royalist army. The horse that was given by the commodore to Mr. Cotera was in return for a pres- 
ent made by Mr. Cotera to Mrs. Stewart. There was a person of the name of Madrid on board the 
Franklin. I thought Commodore Stewart knew him to be there. From the commodore’s conversation 
with me a year after, he appeared to be in great distress in hearing of it, and I was induced to believe 
he never had known of it before. I saw a man who was said to be the director of the mint. He came 
on board for the purpose of depositing bullion, or something of the kind, which was not received. It 
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was refused because it belonged to him as a Spaniard, one of the belligerents, and also on account of 
the size of the boxes. When we sailed from Callao for the Intermedios, it was for the purpose of con- 
voying an American ship called the Chauncey. Ido not know of any request, either of an official or 
unofficial kind, to the commodore to delay going down then. I think there was a military expedition 
which had sailed before us from Collao, bound to the Intermedios. Whether it arrived there before we 
did I cannot say. It had not arrived at the port we were at. That was the time that Madrid was on 
board. In January or February following we heard the report that the expedition was defeated. The patriot 
party was at that time in possession of Lima. During the voyage from the United States till our return 
the crew of the Franklin was as frequently and as regularly exercised at quarters as I have ever seen on 
board a ship. The guns of the Franklin were, as I conceived, kept in a proper state for action. The 
gunner reported the fore-cabin guns to have the same cartridges in them which they had when we sailed 
from New York, but they were frequently drawn, examined, and found in good order. I left the Franklin 
about the first of October, 1823, and I returned about the first of March, during which time I wag 
detained on shore by sickness. Lieutenant Sands was confined from the time I rejoined the ship until 
the time mentioned in the specification of the last charge. He remained confined until his return to the 
United States. During the latter part of the time he had the use of the gun deck t) walk about. He 
was tried at Callao soon after the arrival of the United States—about April or May. The sentence of 
the court was never promulgated on board the Franklin, No alteration was made !is confinement 
until some time after the sitting of that court, but on our passage home he was allowed to walk the gun 
deck. He was continued under arrest until after our arrival at New York. From the time I rejoined the 
Franklin until Mr. Sands was allowed to walk the gun deck, he was confined to his state-room. It was never 
reported to me that his health was affected. I believe the officers of the ship asked the commodore to enlarge 
him from his confinement. The commodore said he had offered him tie privilege of the gun deck upon certain 
restrictions, which he would not agree to. The cause of his arrest and confinement was a quarrel with one 
of the officers. 

Question. (By the court.) As first lieutenant of the ship, would you have known if any articles of 
stores had been sent on board the Canton from the Franklin? 

Answer. I should; as one of the regulations of the ship required that it should be done upon an order 
signed either by the first lieutenant or the commanding officer. 

Ques. How often were the men exercised at quarters? 

Ans. Generally every day or so, one division or other, at sea. They were not often exercised in port. 

Ques. Did you examine and sign the weekly expenditures of the ship’s stores? , 

Ans. Yes. I examined the accounts weekly, and they were signed monthly in the books. 

The court adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 





Fripay, August 19, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate and Captain Stewart. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read, and the 
court resumed the examination of Lieutenant Hunter. 

The carriage, carriage horses, and two riding horses belonging to the commodore, were landed at 
Callao, and left at Lima. They were all taken on board at Valparaiso, at the navy yard. Those left at 
Lima were never taken en board again. They were left there when we sailed. 

Question. (By the court.) You say, sir, that Commodore Stewart offered to release Lieutenant Sands 
under certain restrictions; will you be pleased to state what these restrictions were? 

Answer. I understood the commodore to say that if Lieutenant Sands would pledge himself not to 
quarrel with or molest any of the officers of the ship, he would allow him the liberty, and I understood 
him to say that Lieutenant Sands had refused it. 


Henry Henry, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being produced by the judge advocate, 
and having been duly sworn according to law, deposes and says: I was on board the Franklin, as a 
lieutenant, a portion of the time that she was on her cruise in the Pacific. I was on board until the 
22d June, 1822, when I was ordered to take command of the dispatch boat, the Waterwitch. 
(The orders read, annexed to the record and marked 1.) I rejoined the Franklin on the twenty- 
third of April, 1824, by virtue of the order of that date, (read, annexed and marked 2.) From the 
time I rejoined the Franklin, I remained on board, until her arrival in New York. Between the two 
dates I have specified, I was engaged as the commander either of the Waterwitch or the Peruviano 
The Canton was first fallen in with off the Island of St. Juan Fernandez. There was a private signal 
flying on one of the mast heads of the Canton when we first fell in with her. None of the officers appeared 
to know what vessel she was by her signal. I do not know whether the Canton was in New York when 
we left there. The Franklin went into the harbor of St. Juan Fernandez. The Canton remained under 
way. Before we went in, Captain O’Sullivan came on board, whether from his own ship or the Dolphin 
I do not recollect. We remained at the island two or three days; less I think than a week. The evening 
we got under way, I was the officer of the first watch. She was in sight when I took charge of the 
deck; the Franklin was lying to; during the watch, we filled away and I lost sight of the Canton. I do 
not recollect that Captain O’Sullivan was on board when we got under way, nor whether any signal was 
made to the Canton from the Franklin. The day we arrived off the harbor of Valparaiso, I saw the Can- 
ton in company with the Dolphin. The Dolphin got under way from St. Juan Fernandez a little after 
us; some little delay occurred, which was the cause of our laying to. I do not know where the Canton 
was ostensibly bound from or to, nor do I know what her cargo consisted of. I think we arrived at Val- 
paraiso in February, 1822, and sailed from there in May following. During that time, the Canton remained 
in the port of Valparaiso. The captain of the Canton, O’Sullivan, and the officers of the Franklin, were in 
habits of intimacy. When we left Valparaiso the Canton accompanied us. We weut to Arica, one of the 
ports of the Intermedios; the Canton continued in that port as long as we did, and sailed with us to 
Quilca. I do not know anything of any commerce or trade carried on by the Canton other than that she 
landed part of her cargo at Arica, and the remainder at Quilca. The ports of the Intermedios were in the 
possession of the royalists. I know nothing of the purchasing for the Franklin from the Canton of any 
articles in the harbor of Valparaiso. I remember that while at Valparaiso, canvas, wine, nails, and 
other articles were brought on board the Franklin, whether from the shore or the Canton I do not know. 
Previous to my taking command of the Peruviano, | stated to Commodore Stewart that there were some 
goods on board her, and asked him what I should do with them? He stated to me that they were there 
for safe keeping, and that I would deliver them over to the Canton as soon as I fell in with her. This was 
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in the port of Callao, on or about the 26th September, 1822. There were eight or nine bales of dry goods, 
I presume. They were delivered to the Canton off the port of Quilca. I saw Captain O’Sullivan, and 
directed him to send for them, which was done. ‘They were delivered, I think, some time in the month of 
October following. The Peruviano belonged to Commodore Stewart; she was officered and manned from 
the Franklin. She was not subjected to the payment of duties as a private vessel, but was treated as a 
public vessel, during the time that I commanded her. I sailed from Quilca on or about the 26th of July, 
1822, in the Waterwitch, for the port of Guayaquil, under the orders of that date. (Read, annexed and 
marked 3.) I joined company with the Franklin somewhere about the 2d of September, in the harbor of 
Callao. Shortly after the Constellation sailed, while at Valparaiso, an American brig called the Pearl 
arrived in that harbor; I went on board her in company with Mr. Girold, a merchant of that place, at his 
instance. While on board I ascertained that they had the frames of three schooners, with all the mate- 
rials necessary for building, equipping and sailing them. These, the captain of the Pearl informed me, 
were intended for the Sandwich Islands. I inquired whether he would sell any or all of them, to which he 
replied that he had not made up his mind, but his then impression was that he should prefer carrying them 
to the Sandwich Islands, for which place they were originally designed. I returned on board the Frank- 
lin. This was sometime after sundown. ‘The next morning I informed Capt. Stewart of the circum- 
stance. He then observed that une of these vessels would be very desirable for the purpose of facilitating 
the duties which were required of the squadron. The commodore directed me to inquire what would be 
taken for one of them. The captain of the Pearl told me it was impossible for him to say, as he had not 
made up his mind to sell them. After some conversation it was finally agreed that the commodore should 
build the three vessels; should deliver two of them at the Sandwich Islands, and pay five hundred dollars, 
and retain the third. In the course of a day or two, the agreement to the foregoing effect was concluded. 
The frames and materials, all or nearly the whole, were put on board the Franklin, and on our arrival at 
Arica the materials for one of them were landed on an island. She was built there and named the 
Waterwitch; she was immediataly put under my command; she was towed down to Quilca, astern of 
the Franklin; during the passage down, I superintended the finishing of her; on our arrival at Quilca, 
the frame of the Peruviano was landed; she was built and launched in the cove there; I also superin- 
tended the building of her until she was launched, which was a few days previous to my receiving the 
instructions under which, as before stated, I proceeded to Guayaquil. Some of the articles employed 
about these vessels were, as I understood, borrowed from the Franklin, which were afterwards purchased 
by Mr. Hogan, and returned to the ship. The Waterwitch had some muskets, pistols, and cutlasses 
taken from the Franklin, The Peruviano had a gunnade, I think a twelve-pounder, and a small swivel, 
which was presented to me by a friend, which I placed on the bows; she also had muskets, pistols, and 
cutlasses, and a small arm-chest. The articles I have spoken of on board the Waterwitch were, I think, 
left on board when she was transferred by me to Midshipman Wilkes when he succeeded me. The 
armament of the Peruviano was returned to the Franklin when I delivered that vessel to Mr. Nixon, to 
whom she was sold. 1 think I understood, from a conversation between Commodore Stewart and 
Commodore Hull, that the Peruviano was sold for $4,000 or $4,500. I understood that both the other 
schooners were delivered to the captain of the Pearl, or to persons authorized by him to receive 
them; I understood that Mr. Hogan returned the articles that I have mentioned as borrowed from the 
Franklin from the commodore’s private account; I made the application to Mr. Hogan to charge them in 
this way, by direction of Commodore Stewart. The two schooners were built by the carpenters and crew 
of the Franklin. Previous to Commodore Stewart’s ordering them to be built he called the carpenter’s 
mate and stated to him that if he would build them quick and get them launched, he would, in addition 
to the pay he would allow him, make him a present of one hundred dollars. I understood that they were 
to be paid for their labor independently of their pay as attached to the ship, besides the hundred dollars; 
whether they did receive it, or from whom, I cannot say. I know nothing as to the purser sending clothing 
or other articles from his stores on shore. I never knew the officers of the Franklin, during the period 
that I was in her, to be unable to procure from the purser such articles as they stood in need of. I know 
nothing of any musket cartridges, or other military stores, being sent on board the Canton from the 
Franklin, nor of any articles of any other character belonging to the Franklin. I do not know of any 
trade in military stores, or contraband articles, being carried on by the Canton, Pearl, Sarah, or Telegraph, 
while in company with the Franklin. I was asked, by some one at Arica, whether either the Canton or 
the Pearl had landed arms. I replied that I did not know, and immediately went on board and repeated 
to Commodore Stewart what had passed. The commodore immediately directed Lieutenants Hunter and 
Hammersly to go on board the Pearl with some instructions in relation to the arms, but what I know 
not. At the time of the correspondence between Captain Prunier of the Belgrano and Commodore 
Stewart, in relation to the Canton, I was principally on shore and knew nothing of the circumstances. 
On our first arrival at Quilca, I went in charge of the boats of the Franklin on shore, for the purpose of 
taking off some specie, plata pina, &c., belonging to Captain Smith. In the morning, previous to the 
first night that I went after this money, I was requested, by Captain Smith, to accompany him to the Bay 
of Aranta, about three leagues to the southward of the port of Quilca. On my arrival there, I found a 
colonel in the royal army, who was doing duty in the custom house in the port of Quilca. He stated to 
me that that was the place where the mules would arrive with the specie. That evening I went up in 
company with Captain Smith. After waiting one hour or two, a caravan of about sixty or seventy 
mules arrived; they had the specie, plata pina, &c., with them. This was delivered to me by 
a sergeant doing duty in the custom house, and one whom I understood was particularly employed 
for the purpose of preventing smuggling. After I took it on board the boats I proceeded on_ board 
the Franklin. I went three times, twice to the Bay of Aranta, once to the northward of Quilca; 
each time the money was delivered to me by the sergeant. On each occasion it was taken on 
board the boats at night. I went also once with Captain O’Sullivan, while in the port of Arica; 
we went on shore after tea in the evening. I went up to the house of the governor or sub-delegate, 
who informed me there was some money coming down from the interior for Captain O’Sullivan. 
After waiting some two or three hours in his house, taking some refreshments, the money arrived ; 
he went in person and directed it to be put on board a boat belonging to the Canton; this also was after 
night. I then went on board the Franklin. These were the only instances in which I had anything to 
do with carrying specie on board the Franklin. It was in each instance a voluntary act of my own, 
without any orders from the commodore. I was engaged on shore in the building or equipping the two 
schooners, and had nothing to do with the Franklin. The customary amount paid on the deposit of money 
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on board our ships-of-war in that quarter was one per cent. and for freight two and a half. I do not know, 
what was paid on the particular occasions to which I have referred. I knew nothing of an individual 
named Madrid being on board the Franklin until it was mentioned to me some months after by Lieutenant 
Hammersley, as a circumstance that had taken place. I saw the director of the mint on board in company 
with an American gentleman who lived at the time in Callao, whose name I do not recollect; it was in the 
harbor of Callao. ‘He merely came on board; was on the spar deck; did not go below, and remained 
but a short time. I did not under stand that he was obnoxious to capture or punishment by the authorities 

on shore. It was about eleven o’clock in the morning that he was on board. ‘There was no appearance of 
concealment or secrecy. He appeared to have no business of his own, but to be merely a companion of 
the gentleman with whom he was. I do not recollect to have ever seen him on board, except on that 
single occasion. On my return from Panama to Callao, some time in the month of March, 1828, 1 was 
directed by Commodore Stewart to remain there ten days, by the orders read (annexed to the record and 
marked 4). When the ten days had nearly expired, I received a letter from Judge Prevost (read, 
annexed to the record, and marked 5), enclosing one to him from the secretary of state and foreign rela- 
tions of Peru (read, annexed, and marked 6). This note was handed to me by Captain Connor, of the 
Dolphin, to whom I replied that I did not feel authorized to disobey the orders I had received from Com- 
modore Stewart, particularly as the terms required were so dishonorable to an American and a neutral 
officer (alluding to the requiring my pledge of honor). After some conversation on the subject with Cap- 
tain Connor, he being the senior officer, it was determined I should remain, and he wrote an answer to 
Judge Prevost (of which a copy was read, annexed to the record, and marked 7). I believe he also had 
received a note from Mr. Prevost, of the same tenor with mine. I have no recollection of any military 
expedition sailing from Callao about the months of May, June or July, 1822. I think the first that 
occurred was the one in March, 1823. During the whole period of the cruise of the Franklin, from the 
first sailing of the ship until I quit her, when th» weather would permit it, more or less of the divisions 
of the ship, and sometimes at general quarters, were exercised, So far as related to my own division, 
the guns were always in good order, and I never heard any complaint that the others were not. The 
schooners, while under my command, were particularly employed in carrying dispatches, and other pub- 
lic services connected with the squadron, and upon no other duties whatever. My instructions were 
sometimes in writing, sometimes verbal; on one oceasion I carried Lieutenant Mayo from Valparaiso to 
Panama, some time in January, 1824. Commodore Stewart handed me a letter for Captain Connor; we 

were at Quilea; Captain Connor was at Callao. This letter, with the permission of the commodore, I read 
before it was sealed; it was an order for him to proceed immediate ly off the Island of Chiloe, for the pur- 
pose of intercepting the Spanish brig called Quintanilla, or any of the prizes that he might make and 
send in. According to the best of my recollection it applied to American vessels. Some few days after 
sailing from Quilca I fell in with the American schooner the Adonis, of Baltimore, from Callao, which 
vessel had been captured some ten or twelve days previous by the Quintanilla. I spoke her; ‘sent an 
officer on board, who found a prize master on board belonging to the Quintanilla. The captain of the 
Adonis and the supercargo, and, I believe, a passenger, an American, by the name of Crosby, came on 
board my vessel; they informed me they had been captured some ten or twelve days previous, and robbed 
of about $2,000 worth of property. When I asked them for the papers, he informed me that a number 
of them had been destroyed by this pirate, as he termed him. Having satisfied myself as well as I could 
that the property was American, I requested Captain Gibbs, an American citizen, who was a passenger 
with me, and whose vessel was employed by Commodore Stew art, to take charge of the Adonis, and carry 
her into the port of Quilca, where I had left Commodore Stewart with the F ranklin, and to deliver over 
the vessel to him, with the papers of the vessel. The Quintanilla was, as I understood, a regularly com- 
missioned roy alist vessel, but in consequence of her piratical conduct was esteemed a pirate. Captain 
Gibbs commanded the Am: unda, a schooner from Baltimore; she was manned and armed from the Franklin, 
and was, I believe, sent off the Island of Chiloe on the same business, and had previously, as I under- 
stood, been in pursuit of the Quintanilla, The Amanda was under the command of Lieutenant Hammersly. 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Satcrpay, August 20, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the 
court, the judge advocate, and Captain Stewart. The examination of lieutenant Henry Henry was 
resumed: 

I have the log-book of the Peruviano, but that of the Waterwitch was left on board the vessel when 
she was transferred to Mr. Wilkes. On the 26th September, 1822, | resumed the command of the Peru- 
viano, in the harbor of Callao; I was left there till the 8th of October, under orders from Commodore 
Stewart to wait upon the minister of state, to receive any communication he might have to make to the 
commodore, in reply to a communication from the latter. I sailed on the 8th October, having waited on 
the secretary, who had no communication to make. I sailed for Quilca, to rejoin the commodore, and 
arrived at Quilca on the 27th of that month, and rejoined him there. On the passage down I discovered 
the Franklin off the port of Molliendo; ps assed by Quilea, spoke him, received on board Lieut. Hammersly 
and Captain Smith, whom I landed at Molliendo, and proceeded to Quilea. I sailed from Quilca on the 
5th November for Valparaiso, having remained in Quilca in the interim, laying alongside of the Franklin, 
waiting further orders. No specie, goods, or persons were received on board; I may, perhaps, on reflec- 
tion, have carried specie, but 1 have no recollection whether 1 did or not. When I sailed I left the 
Franklin there. The object of my visit to Valparaiso was to get some provisions in readiness for the 
Franklin, and I carried a letter from Commodore Stewart to Mr. Hogan to that effect. I arrived at 
Valparaiso on the 29th November, not having tonched at any place on the passage. On the 29th 
December the Franklin arrived. Understanding she was in sight 1 got my vessel under way, stood out 
to meet her and returned into harbor in company with her. I remained in Valparaiso until the 12th 
January. No goods, specie or passengers were taken on board in that port. About midnight of the 
12th I got under way, under the instructions yesterday submitted to the court, for the purpose of carrying 
Lieutenant Mayo to Panama, with orders to touch at Callao. January 25th T arrived at Callao; on the 
following day T sailed for Panama. On the 17th February I ane hored in the Bay of Panama, landed 
Licutenant Mayo, the bearer of dispatches, who proceeded on his way iminecdiately, having obtained a 
passport from Bolivar on a previous visit to Guayaquil in the Waterwitch. Itook on board the necessary 
wood and water, and on the 22d February sailed fur Callao, where I arrived on the 19th March following. 
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In compliance with my instructions, and by the orders of Lieutenant Conner, as mentioned yesterday, I 
remained until the 3d April. Understanding at Callao that the commodore was at Quilca, I sailed for 
that port, at which place I arrived on the 15th April, and there found the Franklin; it being a perfect 
calm, I left the vessel at the distance of about forty miles and proceeded in my boat on board the Frank- 
lin, then at Quilea. On the morning of the 17th the Peruviano got in, being towed in by the boats of 
the Franklin; the calm continuing, I remained at Quilca till the 24th April, waiting further orders. I 
think I there received on board Captain Parsons, of the American brig Thetis, and some specie, for 
Valparaiso, and sailed on the 24th, under the orders of the 22d (read, annexed and marked 7), for Val- 
paraiso. On the 16th May [arrived at Valparaiso, and on my arrival found the letter of March 23d 
(read, annexed and marked 8), which had been left by the commodore while I was gone to Panama, and 
which I had of course not received earlier in consequence of my stopping at Quilca. On the 28th May I 
left Valparaiso, having taken on board neither passengers, goods nor specie, and arrived off the port of 
Molliendo, to the southward and castward of Quilca. I stopped there, being carried in by the current; 
landed to inquire whether the Franklin was on the coast. On the 13th June I sailed from Molliendo for 
Callao, where I arrived on the 17th, and found the Franklin. I remained at that port until the 5th 
August, when I sailed for Valparaiso under orders of the 4th (read, annexed and marked 9). While at 
Callao I received on board Lieutenant Nixon of the navy, then on furlough, and then doing business as 
a merchant, and a Mr. Didier of Baltimore, supercargo of the American ship, the Arminices, of that port, 
together with some specie and plata pina belonging to them, On the 22d August arrived in the harbor 
of the Island of St. Juan Fernandez, for the purpose of procuring wood. On the 24th got under 
way for Valparaiso, in which port I anchored on the 27th. Ihad also on board at this time some 
plata pina, brought from Quilca, belonging to an English house, which, as I was about sailing, was 
put on board a French sloop-of-war in Valparaiso, and some belonging to an English . . . . put 
on board the British frigate, Aurora, at Callao. I remained there (Valparaiso) until December 
13th, awaiting the Franklin, which vessel arrived on the 22d September, and after that time 
_awaiting further orders. I landed at that place the gentlemen whom I have mentioned. They made a 
disposition of the specie; I think part of it to a German ship bound to India. It however was all taken 
out of my vessel. December 10th, the Franklin got under way. I was dining with Commodore Stewart 
on that day when he received information that the Quintanilla, the piratical vessel spoken of yesterday, 
had captured an English Indiaman, with a very considerable amount of specie, and Mr. Stewart, the 
American consul of Coquimbo. He, in consequence, got under way, and stated he would go to Coquimbo, 
and cruise off there until I joined him. He left me to receive some accounts, which were unsettled, 
relating to the Franklin, from Mr. Hogan, and then to proceed to Coquimbo. He sailed on the evening of 
the 10th. On the 13th I got under way, taking on board Mr. Girald, an American merchant. On the 
14th, fell in with the Franklin off Coquimbo. Mr. Girald here left me and went on board the Franklin. 
On the 17th both vessels got under way. I stood out to sea with her, and immediately returned to the 
harbor of Coquimbo and anchored; continued there until the 29th, when I sailed for Valparaiso, having 
on board Mr. McCall, of Philadelphia, to whom I had given a passage. Arrived at Valparaiso the 4th 
January, 1824. I was there until verbal instructions were received from Commodore Stewart at Coquimbo. 
The purport of them was to remain at Valparaiso until the arrival of the mail from Buenos Ayres across 
the Cordilleras, by which he expected letters from the United States. There was, however, but one, 
which was for Lieutenant Ogden; and I received or heard of the proclamation of the King of Spain, 
announcing his restoration to unlimited power. We sailed January the 13th, and on the 22d arrived at 
Quilca, where I found the Franklin. On the 24th, got under way for Callao, with verbal instructions to 
take the letter to Captain Conner which was given in evidence yesterday. On the 26th, I recaptured the 
American schooner mentioned in my testimony yesterday. On the 30th, I arrived at Callao. On the 31st 
the Dolphin went to sea. On the 2d February I got under way, and, from an accident, had to return. 
Having repaired it, sailed the next evening for Quilca, where I had been directed by the Commodore to 
meet him, and arrived on the 17th February. I there found a letter which was delivered to me (read, 
annexed, and marked 10). I had on board, on my passage from Quilca to Callao, Captain Gibbs, of the 
American schooner the Amanda, and Captain Williams, of the American ship the Arab; the latter of 
whom returned with me to Quilea. In consequence of being short of water I anchored at Quilca, and 
endeavored to procure some from the Arab, but without success. The reasons for the commodore’s order 
ITheard. Mr. Girald came off from the shore, bringing me a dispatch from the vice-King for Commodore 
Stewart. He accompanied me afterwards to Valparaiso. He brought off some fruit, vegetables and 
specie belonging to himself. I understood from him that there had been some difficulty between Commo- 
dore Stewart and the government there, in consequence of his threatening to capture the Quintanilla. I 
sailed on the 18th February for Valparaiso. On the morning of March 6th, I arrived there and found the 
Franklin. On the 15th, the Franklin got under way, I believe, for Lima. On the 27th the frigate United 
States, Commodore Hull, arrived. On the 25th, the Dolphin had arrived, and, on the 26th, the Amanda, 
in charge of Lieut. Hammersly. I delivered to each of the officers the orders and communications left 
with me for them, referred to in the orders of March 15th (read, annexed, and marked 11). In conse- 
quence of my indisposition, and at my request, Commodore Hull placed his letters and dispatches on 
board the Dolphin and ordered her down. On the 4th May I got under way, in company with the United 
States, for Callao, and arrived at that place on the 12th. Being extremely unwell, I quit the Peruviano 
and went on board the Franklin, where I remained. She was afterwards sold to Mr. Nixon, to whom she 
was delivered as stated yesterday. I do not know myself of any instances in which convoy was 
refused to American vessels; I aever did it myself with or without orders. The ports of the Inter- 
medios are very insignificant places—the principal one is Arica. In consequence of the great 
distance from Arequipa to Arica, Quilca was made the port of entry, being much nearer. At 
Quilca there is a little cove; no port or harbor; the same at Molliendo, except for very small 
vessels. At Arica, vessels are obliged to anchor in the roadstead; and at the other places on the 
coast; neither of them are places of business or commerce, further than that of the vessels which 
go there to load their cargoes; there are no resident merchants there. Arequipa is a place of from 
80,000 to 90,000 inhabitants, as I have understood. There was no town or house at the Bay of Aranta. 
There is but one house at the port of Quilea, occupied as a warehouse and by the custom house officers. 
I understood from the colonel, who pointed out the place where the specie was to be received, at Aranta, 
that he had received information of its having left a small town, (Legais, I think,) between Arequipa 
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and the coast, and from the time it had left there he expected its arrival about the time he mentioned it 
would be there. At this place the English man-of-war brig Alacrity, on another occasion, took off a very 
There was no permit or other document from the custom house officers, that I know of, relating 
to this money. When it was taken on board the Franklin, Commodore Stewart was there to receive it, 
and I made no report to him on the subject. Commodore Stewart signed receipts for all moneys received 
on board on deposit, and bills of lading for all received on freight, and was considered as equally respon- 

That responsibility is, to deliver the amount of money for which he signs receipts 
The responsibility rests with the officer who signs the receipt or bill of lading, and 
upon no one else. The money received for the deposit, or freight of specie, &c., on board the schooners, 
while under my command, was paid to me. Some time after I was thus in command, I recollect going to 
Commodore Stewart, on board the Franklin, and stating to him that I had at that time some money, thus 
received, and asking him what was to be done with it, not knowing what portion I was to pay over to 
him as commander-in-chief. He replied, you have taken all the responsibility, and are consequently enti- 
tled to all the emolument. He stated that the object for which that vessel was employed was not to 
make money; and, as nearly as I can recollect hisexpressions, added, she was to be employed wholly and 
exclusively for the public service, and for the vessels under his command. ‘This transportation of specie, 
and the deposit on board public vessels-of-war, is absolutely indispensable. There was no security for it 
on shore, under either of the governments. 


large sum. 


sible in either case. 
or bills of lading. 


Examined on the part of Captain Stewart: 

Question. During the period the Peruviano was in the service of the Government of the United States, 
was she in any other service or employment? 

Answer. She was in no other. 

Ques. What was her tonnage? 

Ans. About forty tons, I think. 

Ques. Was she provided with sweeps? 

Ans. I had two. 

Ques. Were you allowed any extra pay as her commander? 

Ans. On my arrival in the United States, I had a conversation with the Secretary of the Navy on 
that subject, in which I signified to him that I thought myself entitled to the pay of a Lieutenant Com- 
mandant. He directed me to make out my account, which I did, and gave it to the Auditor; the extra 
pay claimed was $387.83; the Auditor, after a conversation with the Secretary, said that it was necessary 
that Commodore Stewart should certify the manner in which the vessel was employed. I transmitted the 
account to him for the purpose of obtaining the requisite certificate; without waiting for an answer I 
returned to Philadelphia, where I saw the commodore, and had a conversation relative to what had 
passed between the Secretary and myself. He put a certificate on the account, of which I have a copy 
(read, annexed and marked 12). I enclosed the account, with the certificate, to the Secretary, and received 
from him the answer (read, annexed and marked 13). I then transmitted all the orders I had received 
from Commodore Stewart, while in command, which I stated would give him full information of the duties 
which I had performed, and received from him the answer (read annexed and marked 14). 

Ques. What was the value of the American schooner and her cargo recaptured by you? Did you 
ask or receive any salvage? 

Ans. She was stated by the supercargo to be worth about $60,000. I neither asked nor received 
any salvage. 

Ques. Do you believe a dispatch boat could have been hired to go from Valparaiso to Panama? and 
if so, what would have been the probable expense? 

Ans. I suppose from $1,500 to $2,000. I do not know whether any could have been procured at the 
time. The commodore paid $1,200 per month, for the Amanda, and in general the time occupied would 
be from sixty to eighty days, taking the course which my orders required of me. The passage I had was 
an unusually quick one. 

Ques. Was it a convenience and saving of expense to employ the Peruviano in the business of pro- 
viding and preparing provisions for the Franklin? 

Ans. It was a very considerable saving to the government. 

Ques. Was the flag hoisted at the fore of the Canton, off St. Juan Fernandez, a private signal to any 
one on board the Franklin, whereby any information was understood to be conveyed, or was the flag the 
distinguishing flag of the Canton and the house to whom she belonged in New York? 

Ans. I do not know. 

Ques. Where was the Thetis at the time Captain Parsons went with you to Valparaiso? 

Ans. I believe she had been captured by one of the patriot cruisers at Quilca, previous to my arrival 
there, and sent to Callao. 

Ques. Do you know of any instance in which I refused a passage to a citizen of the United States, 
when any of the vessels under my command was proceeding from one port to another? 

Ans. None. 

Ques. Do you know of any instance in which foreigners, of any nation, asked such passage? if yea, 
state if in any and in what instances it was granted. 

Ans. I do not know of any of my own knowledge. 

Ques. What directions or instructions did you receive in relation to receiving specie, or bullion, on 
board your vessel? 

Ans. The orders which Commodore Stewart gave me, both verbally and in writing, were to receive 
none but such as was neutral property, and to do no act which was likely to compromit our neutral 
character. 

Ques. (By the court.) Were not the vessels-of-war of the different European nations, on the coast of 
Pern and Chili, employed in receiving on board and transporting specie and other valuables? 

Ans. Yes; it was customary. 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock on Monday morning. 


Monpay, August 22, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: all the members of the court 
(with the exception of Captain Brown), the judge advocate, and Captain Stewart. A communication was 
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received from Captain Brown, stating that he was prevented, by indisposition, from attending the court 
this day. 


Peter Birch, a witness, (produced at this particular stage by consent, ) being duly sworn, according 
to law, deposes and says: 

Question. Were you the steward of the Franklin, under the command of Captain Stewart, during her 
late cruise in the Pacific? 

Answer. I was. 

Ques. Do you recollect that, at Callao, a man named Madrid came on board the Franklin? relate all 

ou know of that transaction. 

Ans. 1 do. Mrs. Stewart sent for me in the cabin; told me to take care of that man, (he was there 
at the time,) and give him to eat, and not to let him suffer for anything to eat or drink, because he was a 
poor man. I made him work, cleaning knives and candlesticks, and when we went to Quilca he requested 
two or three times, to go on shore; I told him the first boat that came to the ship, merchant boat, that I 
knew, that I would try to get him on shore. The next day a boat came on board from one of the mer- 
chant vessels. I went to Mrs. Stewart, and told her the man in the pantry wanted to go on shore. She 
told me to do what I could fer him; to send him as I could. He had no clothes to put on but a pair of 
old trowsers; I gave him a jacket and trowsers of my own, and two or three of my old shirts. I then 
went on deck to try and get him in the boat. I knew he was kept secret from the commodore. I saw 
the commodore walking the decks, and then I told him he must go through the port. I never saw him 
again till I saw him on board the ship when we went to Callao, about a year after. When I saw him 
afterwards, he had on a coat with gold lace; no epaulettes. He came on board with the captain of 
the harbor; he never spoke to me, nor I to him. When he first came on board, it was, I think, in 
the evening, before dark. The vessel was under way. The commodore was on deck. I do not 
know how he came on board. He was kept the whole time in my pantry. The door was some- 
times open, and sometimes shut. In going out of the commodore’s cabin, a part of the inside of 
my, pantry could be seen—part could not. Mrs. Stewart told me not to let any one know he was there, 
particularly the commodore. A great many of the officers and men knew he was there. I knew he 
went out of the port and got into a merchant boat. Nobody was with him but the captain of the port 
when he came on board afterwards. At that time Callao was in the possession of the royalists. To the 
best of my knowledge and belief, Commodore Stewart did not know of Madrid being on board while he 
was there, I never received from the commodore any directions in relation to him, nor did I ever state 
to any one that I did. I never saw him in the cabin after the first time when he had the letter which he 
read to Mrs. Stewart. About ten or twelve months after, at Valparaiso, Commodore Stewart sent for 
me; he asked me if I had ever had such a man in the pantry. I told him that Mrs. Stewart had directed 
me to keep him in the pantry; he jawed me, and asked why I did not manifest it to him. I told him 
what Mrs. Stewart had said—that plenty of the officers knew it, and I had no business to tell him. He 
threatened to send me ashore if I ever did such a thing again. I gave him the clothes of my own 
accord. He did his work pretty clean. 

Ques. (By the accused.) When Commodore Stewart spoke to you about Madrid, was he not very 
angry, and did he not threaten to hang you at the yard-arm if you ever concealed any one on board again? 

Ans. He said I deserved to be hung. 


Thomas S. Hammersly, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, a witness produced by the 
judge advocate, being duly sworn, according to law, deposes and says: I commenced the cruise on board 
the Franklin as the third lieutenant, in the absence of Mr. Weaver, and continued on board during the 
whole cruise, with the exception of three months that I was on a separate command. By some changes 
that occurred I became second lieutenant, and in the absence of Lieutenant Hunter acted as first. We 
fell in with the Canton at St. Juan Fernandez. We sailed from there together; soon after separated, and 
entered the port of Valparaiso together. I do not know what cargo she had, or whom she belonged to, 
or who were interested in her cargo, nor what was her ultimate port of destination. We arrived at 
Valparaiso, I think, in February, and sailed in May. I believe there were articles received on board the 
Franklin from the Canton; there was wine and canvas. Ido not remember any others. I do not know 
how much of each. The Canton landed part of her cargo at Valparaiso. I do not know of what it con- 
sisted. After leaving Valparaiso, the Canton accompanied us to Arica. The Pearl was in sight 
generally during the passage, and we fell in with the Sarah on our way down. During the passage 
down the Franklin shortened sail, and was delayed for the Canton and Pearl both. When we sailed from 
Valparaiso I considered both vessels under convoy. Afterwards I received directions from Lieut. Mayo, 
when I relieved him, not to consider the Pearl as under convoy, or to consider her at all. This was the 
usual way of passing the orders to the officers of the deck. I recollect an instance during the passage 
in which the Canton shortened sail for some purpose. When she shortened sail the Pearl was astern; 
night came on, and when the Canton hove in sight the Franklin filled away again; both were in sight 
the next morning. The Canton and Pearl came to anchor together with us in the port of Arica. I 
cannot remember whether the Sarah did or did not; we fell in with her on the passage, and she was 
generally hovering about us. The Canton discharged part of her cargo at Arica. The Pearl, I under- 
stood, was bound to the northwest coast, and landed nothing. The Sarah, I also understood, had nothing 
inher. I do not know that anything was transhipped from the Pearl to the Canton at Arica. I visited 
her, by order of the commodore, in company with Lieutenant Hunter. The object was to ascertain 
whether she had landed any of those arms she had on board. I think there were four cases, bound 
to the northwest coast. The amount of arms on board agreed with her manifest, bill of lading, 
and invoice, which she had brought from the United States. We remained at Arica about three 
weeks; it is a good harbor for those seas, where the wind never blows. It is land-locked only 
on one side, to the southwest, by a small island, and to the eastward by the main land. The 
officers went on shore daily. No other vessels were in port excepting those which went in with 
us. <A French ship, the Telegraph, came into the offing, but did not anchor. The patriot schooner, the 
Sacramento, of about seventy or eighty tons, and one gun on a pivot, also came in, I believe no 
other vessel went with us from there but the Canton and the Waterwitch, which we built there, and 
which we towed down to Quilca. I cannot say whether we. waited for the Canton, or whether she was 
ready first; I do not know of anything that detained us at Arica for three weeks; I think it was perhaps 
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the situation of the Waterwitch, The object of going to Quilca was, I presume, to convoy the Canton, 

Quilca was the better place for building the schooner. We remained at Quilca till some time in August; 

I think about three weeks or a month. The Canton remained at Quileca the whole time we were there; 
besides her, the Telegraph came in, and two patriot men-of-war, one of them tae brig Belgrano, the other 
a schooner the name of which I do not recollect. The Belgr ano carried about sixteen or eighteen guns, 

the schooner about twelve or fourteen, Both the Canton and Te ‘legraph landed articles there; the Canton 
the whole of her cargo. The Telegraph had landed but a small part of her cargo when she was € captured 
by one of the patriot men-of-war. W hen captured she was lying about three cables’ length from the 
Franklin. The Canton was, perhaps, about the same distance. At Quilca we did on one occasion receive 
bread, beans and butter, but I cannot say whether it was at this time; I believe it was at another time, 
We went from Quilca to Calloa, the Canton in company. We parted company with the Canton off the 
Island of Lorenzo, just off the harbor of Callao, she being bound, as I understood, to Guayaquil. The 
Waterwitch left us at Quilca, under the command of Lieutenant Henry, for Guayaquil, and rejoined us 
at Callao. She sailed for Guayaquil a few days before the Canton. Mr. Ward came from the Canton on 
board the Franklin, off Callao. Captain Smith went on board the Franklin, from Quilca to Callao, 

Captain O’Sullivan commanded the Canton, and was never on board the Fr -anklin, except as a visitor, 

The night we parted company with the Canton a part of her cargo was put on board the Peruviano, then 
in tow of the Franklin in an unfinished state, and carried by her into the harbor of Callao. I do not 
know of what it consisted, nor of how many bales. At Quilca we received on board a quantity of specie, 
which I understood was money of Capt. Smith, the proceeds of the cargo of the Canton, and some 
belonged to an Englishman named Long; it was broug ht on board in the boats of the Franklin, princi- 
pally at night. Lieut. He snry had charge of the boats; there were more boats than one, and there were 
other officers; I know of instances of money being brought on board at Callao about the persons of indi- 
viduals; I do not know whether it was in their pockets or otherwise; it was secreted about them some- 
how; it occurred frequently in the daytime; it may have been sometimes at night. The persons who 
brought money on board were Americans, in all cases that I know of. It was frequently the case that 
money was transported from the Fr -anklin to ships bound to sea, which had been deposited for sate keep- 
ing on board us. In the case of the Cora, money was taken to her after she was under way going to 
sea; she was an American ship. This was at Callao; I believe there was but one boat, and Lieut. Golds- 
borough had charge of her; I think it was at night. I do not know what is the export duty on bullion, 
specie, &c.; I believe it was five per cent. Captain Smith joined the ship either at Arica or Quilca; I 
understood, at the time, he was concerned in the cargo of the Canton, but do not positively know it. We 
took him to Lima, to Quilca, and to Valparaiso; he was on board near a year. He frequently Visited the 
shore, and I presume was engaged in his business as a merchant. Ido not know of his carrying dis- 
patches; he went in a boat with an officer to board’ the Telegraph, off Arica; my impression was he went 
from curiosity. There were no goods, or samples of goods, received on board the Franklin from the Canton. 
I was on board the Franklin when Captain Smith went on board the Dolphin; I do not know what he took 
with him. He went on board the Dolphin from the shore; that was at Valparaiso, on our first visit there. 
On our first visit at Callao, we remained there about two months. That place was in possession of the 
patriots. We received at Rio Janciro the first information of its having been captured from the loyalists. 
I think we left Calloa the last day of September. During the time we were there, Captain Smith con- 
tinued to make his home on board the Franklin. When he first came on board the Franklin he came 
from the shore, not from the Dolphin. We sailed from Callao for Quilca. A military expedition was 
fitting out from Callao while we were there, for the Intermedios. I think it sailed before us. I think the 
commodore waited some time at Callao after he was ready, in pursuance of a request that was made him 
from the authorites on shore, in consequence of the sailing of this expedition. It was on that occasion 
that Madrid was on board. I never saw the man myself. I do not know of any articles being sent on 


shore, from the purser’s department, at Arica, in the summer of 1822; nor have | any knowledge of any 
From January, 


musket cartridges, or other military stores going on board the Canton from the Franklin. 
1824, till April ‘of the same year, I was on board and in command of the Amanda, We fell in with her 
between Molliendo and Quilea. The commodore hired her for the purpose of going in pursuit of the 
piratical vessel, the Qintanilla. We got some guns and ammunition from the American ship, the Arab; 
otherwise, she was armed and equipped, as well as manned, from the Franklin, My first cruise was 
from the place where we first fell in with her, perhaps from Quilca, up the coast as far as Arica. There 
I rejoined the Franklin at Quilca. Was again fitted out and sent off Chiloe in pursuit of her, after run- 
ning down the coast about seven hundred miles. There was no other object in fitting out the Amanda. 
None other embraced in my orders, either verbal or written, than what I have mentioned. The first time 
we went from Valparaiso to Quilca, we took in two horses, and at Arica we took on board a third. These 
were all left at Callao. One was a pony, the other two the commodore’s carriage horses. On our second 
cruise down the coast, we took on board also at Valparaiso three horses; we landed two of them at 
Quilea, the third was a riding horse of the commodore, which we left at Callao. Callao was then in pos- 
session of the patriots, and Quilca of the royalists. I do not know what became of the horses landed at 
Quilca. I never was in the royalist army after that. Convoy was given by the Franklin to the Canton, 
Chauncey and Dick, all American vessels. I do not recollect any others. I know of no instances in 
which it was refused. The captain of the Pearl complained to me that the commodore had refused him 
convoy. I do not recollect anything of the Brilliant. I saw Captain Adderton twice, once at Quilca. 
He commanded a brig, I think the Sarah Ann. The second time I saw him he commanded a ship. Ido 
not know that he was ever refused convoy. I do not know that he ever applied for or received convoy. I 
remember the ship America; she sailed from New York about the time we did. We fell in with her at 
Rio Janeiro. We met her next at Valparaiso. She came off there while we were there. Lieutenant 
Weaver was on board the America at that time. I understood he carried out stores for the Franklin. 
Those stores were taken on board the Franklin at Callao. I believe the first time we were there we saw 
nothing of Mr. Weaver, after seing him at Valparaiso during the residue of the cruise. 
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Cross-examined on the part of the accused: 


Question. At the time you have stated that the Canton shortened sail, had not the wind been very 
light all day, and the Canton ahead of the Franklin, and the Pearl out of sight astern? Did not the Can- 
ton in the evening shorten sail to drop astern into her station? Did not the wind freshen up strong and 
leave the Canton; and was not a signal made to the Canton to make sail and keep up? 
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Answer. The Canton was sometimes ahead of us. I think that at the time alluded to she was astern 
when she shortened sail. There was, I believe, a signal made for the Canton to keep up, and that the 
wind had freshened up before the signal was made. 

Ques. Is there any protection for merchant vessels at any of the ports of the Intermedios, except 
that which the ships-ot-war of the nations to which they belonged offered? Have you not seen British and 
French ships-of-war at those ports affording such protection, and receiving the proceeds of their cargoes 
in bullion on board? 

Ans. There is no other protection. I have seen such protection afforded by British and French men- 
of-war, and have seen them receiving on board the proceeds of their cargoes in bullion. 

Ques. Was there any protection afforded by the Franklin by force of arms, or in a threatening of 
force to any vessels at Quilca? 

Ans. I was not present at the interview between Captain Prunier, of the Belgrano, and the commo- 
dore. I know of no other instance. We were never in company with any patriot men-of-war afterwards 
at any lawless port. 

Ques. If the boats of the Franklin had not been sent for the specie and bullion taken on board at 
Quilca, would it not have been necessary to have got the Franklin under way to go for it? 

Ans. They had no boats at all at that place, nothing but skins filled with wind; and it would have 
been very unsafe to trust specie in them the distance of several miles, which the boats went. 

Ques. On what occasions, by whom, and what amount was brought on board the Franklin—the 
specie you have mentioned—about the persons of individuals? Was it done with the knowledge or per- 
mission of Commodore Stewart? 

Ans. There were several persons on several occasions. One was, I believe, the captain of an Ameri- 
can brig there, whose name was Captain Baldwin. I have no recollection of the other individuals. I do 
not know whether it was with the knowledge or permission of the commodore or not. 

Ques. Were the moneys you have mentioned brought from the shore or from vessels, and had the 
duties been paid on the same or not? 

Ans. That I cannot possibly say. 

Ques. How and from whom did you understand that a request had been made by the authorities of 
Lima to delay the sailing of the Franklin? 

Ans. I cannot say. It was a general subject of conversation among the officers, that such request 
had been made. 

Ques Do you know of any information conveyed by Commodore Stewart, or any other person, with 
his knowledge or permission, of an expedition that had sailed or was to sail at any time from Callao for 
the Intermedios? 

Ans. None that I know of. When we arrived at the Intermedios we found them apprised of the fact 

Adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuespay, August 23, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court 
(excepting Captain Brown), the judge advocate, and Captain Stewart. Captain Brown still continued 
absent from indisposition. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. The examination of 
Lieutenant Hammersley was resumed: 

Question. (By the judge advocate.) How many times was the crew of the Franklin exercised at gene- 
ral quarters during the cruise? 

Answer. I do not recollect positively. I think oftener than three or four times, but cannot recollect. 
They were regularly exercised by divisions, when the weather would permit and not prevented by duty, 
as frequently as on any ship I ever was on board of. 

Ques. Were the guns on the lower deck regularly exercised? 

Ans, Ti.ey were not as regularly exercised as the other guns while we were at the Intermedios; the 
sea rolled so much as to prevent it; and at other times the work going on on that deck, and the ship’s 
duty, prevented it. The men belonging to that deck were frequently, however, exercised on the upper 
deck. 
Ques. (By the court.) Were the guns of the Franklin at all times kept in a proper state for action? 
Ans. The guns of my division always were. I had the command of several divisions at different 


times during the cruise. They were never deficient in anything. 


Samuel B. Bannister, a witness produced by the judge advocate, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 

I was on board the Franklin during her late cruise in the Pacific, in the capacity of sailmaker. The 
stores of that department were laid in at New York on the requisition of Captain Evans. The supply for 
the cruise was ample when we sailed. We took in more at Valparaiso, on our first arrival on the coast, 
about the latter part of March, 1822. We took on board ninety bolts of Russia canvas. They were pro- 
cured from the merchant ship the Canton. There were twenty-four bolts of it used during the cruise for 
the Franklin. We brought home about nine yards of Russia canvas, eight pieces of raven’s duck, and 
six pieces No. 1 American canvas. Thirty bolts of the canvas procured from the Canton went on board 
the Constellation, and thirty-six bolts were used for the sails of the Canton. ‘The sails for the Canton 
were made in August, 1822, by the request of Lieutenant Hunter, by me, on board the Franklin. In 
August, I think, they were put cn board the Dolphin to take them to the Canton. When purchased, this 
canvas was entered on the books of the Franklin and charged to her. It was procured by the requisition 
of Lieutenant Hunter. I had not, at the time called for, any further supplies for the sailmaker’s depart- 
ment; none were required. There were some other articles used from my department for other vessels, 
all of which were returned,—some I allude to for the use of the schooners that were built out there. 

Ques. (By the court.) How did you determine that the quantity of sailmakers’ stores received at 
New York were sufficient for the cruise? Is there any established regulations on the subject, or does 
it depend on the judgment of the commander? 

Ans. It depends entirely on the judgment of the commander. I received an order to make out an 
estimate for a three years’ cruise, which I did according to the best of my judgment. 

_ (By the same.) Did you call for any further supplies of stores at any time during the 
cruise? 
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Ans. Yes. There were ten bolts of English canvas that I called for at Valparaiso, in November 
1823, ten bolts of raven’s duck in March, 1824, at the same place, twelve bolts of Russia canvas about 
the same time, at the same place; all after these were purchased from the Canton. 

Ques. (By the same.) How was the canvas used for the Canton, accounted for on your books? 

Ans. It was scratched off entirely, no requisition appeared for it; that for the Constellation wag 
entered expended, on my books, for the use of that frigate. 

Ques. (By the same.) Was it easy or difficult to procure canvas in the ports on the Pacific, if it 
had been wanting? 

Ans. It was difficult. 


Cross-examined on the part of the accused: 

Ques. Did you receive any other stores belonging to the department of any other officer? what were 
they, and to whose department? 

Ans. I received a quantity of nails and spikes belonging to the carpenter’s department. I received 
them at Valparaiso, in lieu of some nails and spikes that had been used in building the Robinson Crusoe, 
The carpenter was at that time suspended, and, as I was going to get the canvas, I took an order from 
Lieut. Hunter for them. He requested me to go to the carpenter’s yeoman to obtain a list of the articles 
that had been used in the Robinson Crusoe, that they might be replaced. 

Ques. Did you not sign the requisition on Mr. Hogan for the canvas you say was procured from the 
Canton? 

Ans. No. 

Ques. Were you and your crew compensated for making the Canton’s sails—and by whom? 

Ans. We were paid eighty dollars by Captain O’Sullivan; it was not a full compensation for the 
work done; a fair price for the work done would have been about an hundred and fifty dollars. I made 
no charge, but left my compensation entirely to the generosity of Captain O’Sullivan. Captain Stewart 
did not interfere about it. 

Ques. Were they copper or iron nails and spikes you received from the carpenter’s department? 

Ans. I do not recollect particularly, but think there were some copper and some iron, 


Ebenezer Ridgeway, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to 
law, and interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: I was on board the Franklin during her 
late cruise, as fourth lieutenant. I know that a man of the name of Madrid came on board the Franklin 
at Callao, while we were getting under way. Ido not know how he came on board, I saw him after 
he was on board, two or three days after. I do not know how he got on shore. The morning after our 
arrival at Quilca, a message came up from the cabin, by a servant, that the officer of the deck would per- 
mit this man to go on shore in a market boat. I informed the servant he might go, but did not see him. 
The request came in the name of Mrs. Stewart. I saw him afterwards at Callao, on board the Franklin, 
and also on shore on horseback. He was said to be a colonel by the officers of the ship. When I saw 
him he was dressed in the Spanish uniform. He came on board the Franklin in his uniform in a shore 
boat, on the second occasion. I did not at first recognize him as the same man who had been in the 
pantry, but after hearing who it was, I recognized him, At Quilca money was brought on board the 
Franklin at night. It was not my watchon deck. I did not see it when it was hoisted on board. 1 saw 
it afterwards. I know of no instances in which it was brought on board about the persons of individu- 


als. There was some money brought on board at Arica, at night, in our whale boat, in charge of Lieut. 
Henry. I remember two horses taken on board at Valparaiso, and landed at Quilca. Ido not know 


what became of them afterwards. I never saw either of them in the possession of Commodore Stewart 
or Captain Smith afterwards. I cannot recollect how frequently the crew of the Franklin was exercised 
at general quarters during the cruise; it was, I presume, from six toeight times, The guns were always 
kept in a state for action. When the Telegraph was boarded off Arica, I was on deck, not the officer of 
the deck; I think Captain Smith was in the boat, and the officer, a midshipman. Ido not know who 
made the report when the boat returned. 


Cross-examined on the part of the accused: 

Ques. How long after the man went on shore at Quilca did you see him at Callao? 

Ans. About eight months I presume—I only saw him on board once at Callao. 

Ques. Were the guns frequently exercised by divisions? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. (By the court.) Did Commodore Stewart know Madrid or notice him when he came on board 
the second time? 

Ans. Commodore Stewart saw him but did not appear to know him, bowed to him as he would to 
any other officer. No conversation occurred, and no stop was made as they passed each other. Spanish 
officers frequently came on board to visit the ship. There was another officer in company with him at 
the time. He went below—where he went I do not know. He afterwards came up, and again went 
down in the poop cabin, and Mrs. Stewart also went in. 

Ques. (By the same.) You say money was brought on board the Franklin at night, but that you did 
not see it hoisted in; be pleased to state to the court when you did sce it, and how you know it was 
received at night. 

Ans. I saw it next day, and frequently after in the room where it was kept. I know the boats went 
away in the evening, it was understood after money, and this was said to be the money brought. 

Ques. (By the judge advocate.) Do you know of any instances in which money was sent from the 
Franklin to vessels bound to sea and under way, or at sea and at night? 

Ans. Yes. I think we sent money at Callao on board a vessel, the Cora, I believe. She was stand- 
ing out to sea in the evening. I believe Mr. Goldsborough was the officer. I do not recollect any other 
instance. 

Henry W. Ogden, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
and being interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: I was on board the Franklin during 
her late cruise in the Pacific; sailed as the seventh lieutenant on duty. 1 know of an instance of money 
being brought on board the Franklin at night in the middle watch, in, I believe, the second cutter, under 
Lieutenant Henry and Midshipman Goldsborough. In one instance the captain of the Cora brought 
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specie on board; he had it concealed under his clothes; he told me he had it there, and that it was on 
government’s account, by an arrangement between him and Mr. Fitzgerald, the purser. These are the 
only instances I recollect in which money was brought on board in that manner. I know of no instances 
in which money was carried on board ships bound to sea and under way. Two horses taken on board 
at Valparaiso were landed at Quilea; Ido not know what became of them, further than that I saw one, 
which I took to be one of them, afterwards in the royalist army near General Canterac’s tent. From the 
appearance of the horse, I thought it was the same horse we had brought down; through the medium of 
an interpreter, I asked a clerk of Canterac’s if it was not the same. He replied that it was, and that the 
black horse, his companion, was feeding in the field. I did not see any other than the bay horse. The 
other horse we landed at Quilca was a black horse. This was several months after the horses were 
landed. It was about half way between Lima and Callao, in the royalist camp. When the horses were 
landed at Quilca, that place was in the possession of the royalists. General Canterac was not at Quilca 
—he was in the interior. Ido not know of any intercourse between Commodore Stewart and General 
Canterac either before or after that event. I was on board during the whole period of the cruise, except 
in a few instances in which, for a few days at a time, I obtained leave of absence to go into the country. 
Mr. Sands was arrested, I think, on the 8th October, 1823, and his trial came on in the month of April 
following. He was confined to his state room, a small room; he was confined until about the middle of 
June, 1824, when he was given some permission which was construed into a permission to walk the main 
deck, of which he availed himself. After his original arrest, I believe on the following day, Mr. Sands 
had a quarrel with Lieutenant Hammersly, in consequence of which the close confinement was ordered. 
I know of no other difficulty between him and any other officer on board. I heard of one with Lieutenant 
Henry. It was upon charges growing out of the affair with Lieutenant Hammersly that Lieutenant 
Sands was tried in April. I know nothing of my own knowledge of the circumstances of the quarrel. 
An application was made on the part of nearly all the commissioned officers of the ship to Commodore 
Stewart to admit Mr. Sands to limits usual in such cases of arrest. This was in writing. It was made 
I think about the beginning of June, 1824, and was answered in writing. It was signed by me, because 
I saw Lieutenant Sands’ situation was a very uncomfortable one. We were approaching a very boister- 
ous latitude, where the floor of his room was very frequently covered with water. He complained very 
much of rheumatism in his face, and had a tooth extracted in consequence of it, and I thought it would 
benefit his health very much if he could be permitted to walk in the dry parts of the ship. On one occa- 
sion I went to his room, found the floor covered with water, perhaps two inches deep, he sitting with his 
feet up on a settee, and I thought if by any exertion of mine his situation could be ameliorated it became 
me to make it. The character of Mr. Sands as an officer and a gentleman stands very high. I know of 
none that stands higher in the navy. I consider it altogether unexceptionable. I do not know.that Mr. 
Sands ever consulted me about any application by himself to Commodore Stewart to be enlarged from 
his confinement. He informed me that he had applied. He made an application to Commodore Stewart 
at Valparaiso, soon after his confinement, to go on shore, to leave the ship under arrest, and subject to 
Commodore Stewart’s orders. Mr. Sands frequently complained of rheumatism in his jaw brought on by 
the dampness of his apartment; no complaint of general indisposition, further-than a complaint of general 
debility. The proceedings and sentence of the court-martial, which sat in April, 1824, were never pro- 
mulgated on board the Franklin previous to our arrival in New York. He was treated in the same 
manner after the court rose as before, until he was enlarged in June, 1824. I have no distinct recollec- 
tion of the number of times that the crew of the Franklin was exercised at general quarters during the 
cruise. It was perhaps as many as four or five times. The men appeared pretty expert in performing 
their various duties in relation to the management of the guns. There was some confusion in the crew 
in understanding the various signals. I had generally to intimate to them the meaning of the different 
signals to the boarders, firemen, and sail trimmers. During the cruise I commanded all the divisions on 
the two gun-decks except one. The men on the lower deck were always exercised at division exercise 
on the main deck. Such were the orders I received. There is a difference in the exercise of the upper 
and lower decks of a seventy-four; in the latter, there is to be an exercise of the ports. The divisional 
exercise upon the two upper decks was frequent. I think the guns of the Franklin were always in a 
state for action; so far as the divisions I commanded I know them to have been so. 

Question. (By a member of the court.) You say, sir, that the appearance of the horse you saw in the 
royal camp was the same as of one of those landed from the Franklin. Do you know, of your own know- 
ledge, that he was one of the horses landed from the Franklin; or did you never see two horses so much 
alike, that one has often been taken for the other? 

Answer. I have seen two horses very much alike. He was sufficiently alike to induce me to ask the 
question. From my own knowledge I do not know he was the same; that information I acquired from the 
person of whom I asked the question. I have seen two horses that have been taken the one for the other. 

Question. (By a member.) Do you know of any instances of the neutral character of the squadron being 
violated? If so, relate them. 

Ans. None that I know of. 


Cross-examined by the accused: 

Question. In whose possession was the bay horse you saw in the royal camp? 

Answer. He was standing near the tent of Canterac, among a number, without any equipments on. 
I do not know in whose possession he was. 

Ques. Was it a practice with the armies of both the royalists and patriots, to impress horses for the 
public service when an expeditior. was preparing? 

Ans. It was the practice among the patriots. Ihave seen them take horses. I do not know as to 
the royalists. 

Ques. Were any reasons offered to Captain Stewart for the liberation of Lieutenant Sands, more than 
those mentioned in the written application? 

Ans, Not that I now of. I believe there was an application by Dr. Saltar also. 

Ques. Did not Lieutenant Sands often, during his arrest, leave that arrest, and particularly go on an 
expedition in the Franklin’s boats, in which you had a command, against the brig Quintanilla? 

Ans. I do not know that he did. I never heard from him that he did. As to going on the cruise 
against the Quintanilla, I commanded the boats, and did not know he was on board. I heard him after- 
wards relate some circumstances which induced the belief that he was there; but he never said in my 
hearing that he actually was. 
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Ques. Was he, to your knowledge, at any time during his arrest placed on the sick report? 


Ans. Not to my knowledge. 

Ques. Was there any sentinel at his cabin, and did he not go and come during the whole time at hig 
own discretion and responsibility? 

Ans. There was no sentinel. He went and came at his own responsibility. 

Ques. At the time the man named Madrid came on board the Franklin, at Callao, in uniform, were 
you the officer of the deck, and what passed on that occasion? 

Ans. Midshipman Porter was officer of the deck at the time he came on board; but I was on deck 
and received him at the gangway. There was one with him who appeared to be a brother officer, and an 
interpreter. The interpreter pointing to one of them said, that is the man who went in the ship from 
Callao to Quilca, and he wishes to see Mrs. Stewart. I accordingly sent a messenger to Mrs. Stewart 
that there was a gentleman on board who wished to see her. While these three persons were standine 
with me on the quarter deck, Commodore Stewart came out of the poop cabin, and spoke to them in a 
polite manner. I mentioned to him that that was the man who had gone in our ship from Callao to 
Quilca. He immediately left them, and went below without making any reply. I then left them myself 
and went below. Afterwards Mrs. Stewart passed me while I was on the gun deck. I told her that the 
person that was on the quarter deck wished to see her; she turned off and went into the poop cabin 
without speaking to them, as I saw. 

Ques. Did you not ask Commodore Stewart if he knew who that man was, and what was his reply? 

Ans. I do not recollect asking him. I told him who the interpreter told me he was; but I do not 
recollect any reply. 

Ques. How long was this after you had taken him to Quilca? 

Ans. About two years, I believe. 

(nes. When the Baron de Mackan wished to tranship some money from the Clorinda, French frigate, 
to the Franklin, at Callao, did you wait on the baron on that suvject? What were the commodore’s 
directions on that occasion, and what was the baron’s reply? 

Ans. I do not recollect any message given me by Commodore Stewart. When, on the part of the 
Baron Mackan, I requested Commodore Stewart to receive the money on board the Franklin, the commo- 
dore replied, as well as I can remember, that he had no objection to receive it if it was neutral property. 
I told him the baron assured me he had every reason to believe it was neutral property, belonging to two 
merchants, Drewicke and Schatte, the one an American and the other a Prussian; but as it had been 
shipped by Felinci, a Spanish merchant, who held his receipt, and to whom only he considered himself 
responsible, he wished Commodore Stewart would receive it, and not deliver it until said receipt could 


be taken up. 
Ques. Do you know of any instances when the signals were made to the boarders, firemen, or sail 


trimmers, that they did not come to the call of the signal? 

Ans. I have known instances in which, as officer of the division, from the men not understanding the 
signals, I was obliged to tell them what was meant. This was about the middle of the cruise. 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepyespay, August 24, 1825. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate and Captain Stewart. The proceedings of yesterday were read. 

Lieutenant Ogden further examined on the part of the accused: 

Question. On our passage from Valparaiso to Arica, with the Canton, did you receive any directions 
relative to the Pearl? 

Answer. On the passage from Valparaiso to Arica I was officer of the deck one day. I reported to 
Commodore Stewart that the Pearl was nearly out of sight; he replied never mind the Pearl, the Canton 
is the only vessel that you have to look out for. 

Ques. Did you at any time receive orders to look out for the Pearl, which induced you to suppose 
she was under convoy? 

Ans. I never received any such orders. 

(ues. Was the clerk of Canterac present at Quilca, and did he see the horses landed from the 
Franklin? 

Ans. Not that I know of. 

Ques. (By the judge advocate.) What orders were given in relation to the convoy of the Canton, 
and why did you conceive it your duty to report the Pearl to the commodore? 

Ans. No orders that I recollect were given in reference to cither the Canton or Pearl; both sailed 
with us, and I considered them as equally under convoy. 

Isaac Mayo, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, and 
interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: 

I was on board the Franklin during her late cruise in the Pacific as her second lieutenant. I joined 
her in that capacity at Valparaiso in May, 1822, and left her in January following, when I returned home 
by the way of Panama, carrying dispatches. I went out in the Dolphin, as far as Rio Janiero, there 
went on board the Franklin as a supernumerary, being sick. I knew nothing of the Canton until I saw 
her in the Pacific; had heard of her frequently during our cruise round. We separated from the Canton 
after leaving St. Juan Fernandez, but entered Valparaiso together. I do not recollect being ever on 
board the Canton at that place; 1 do not know what cargo she brought out with her, or what became of 
it. I went up to the neighborhood of Quilca, in consequence of the state of my health, and only returned 
a few days before we sailed. About the fourth or fifth day out from Valparaiso Commodore Stewart came 
on deck during my night watch; asked me if the Canton was in sight. I informed him she had been 
reported to me about five minutes before. The commodore wished to know in what direction she was; 
I discovered the ship, pointed her out, and satisfied him that she was in company and near. In the act 
of leaving the deck, the commodore directed me not to lose sight of her, as she had a valuable cargo of 
American property. This order I passed to Lieutenant Hammersley, when he relieved me. The com- 
modore named some amount as what the Canton was worth, but I cannot recollect precisely what it was. 
No directions were given in reference to the Pearl or the Sarah, which were near the Canton, and con- 
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tinued near her, which induced me to suppose they were not considered as under convoy. I had received 
no instructions in relation to the Pearl, and communicated none. When we arrived at Arica we found 
none of the authorities of the country except the governor of the place. A Spanish general, Liera, 
arrived there a few days after. Cannot say whether any of the authorities with whom a foreign nation 
would hold political or civil intercourse. There were no American vessels at Arica when we arrived 
there, excepting the Canton and the Pearl, which accompanied us, and none arrived during our stay. 
The Canton landed part of her cargo at Arica. The cargo was principally landed by the means of balses, 
small leather boats. The boats of the Franklin did not, to my knowledge, assist. We went to Quilca in 
company with the Canton alone; I cannot remember what vessels were there. Quilea cannot properly be 
called a town; there are probably a dozen or more reed and mud houses. 


Yharles G. Ridgely, a captain in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
(a witness produced on behalf of the accused by consent, and being by him examined) deposes and says: 


Question. Were you in the Pacific, in the command of the frigate Constellation, in 1822, while Captain 
Stewart was there in command of the Franklin? 

Answer. I was. 

Ques. Did you receive from Captain Stewart thirty bolts of canvas for the use of the Constellation, 
and did you understand whether it had been procured from the Canton? 

Ans. I did receive thirty bolts by a requisition made by me on Commodore Stewart. I understood 
from Commodore Stewart that it came from the Canton. 

Ques. Is it not the practice of American and other ships-of-war to give passage in their cabin to 
citizens as well as foreigners? 

Ans. It is always the practice to take gentlemen without compensation. A British vessel, at my 
request, carried some American gentlemen round from Rio to the Pacific. 

Ques. Is it the practice of American and other ships-of-war to take specie and bullion on board for 
transportation or safe keeping, and to receive a per centage therefor, being merchant property? 

Ans. Yes. 

(Jues. Is it the practice of American and other ships-of-war to permit their mechanics and crew to 
work for other vessels, receiving compensation therefor; and also to furnish them with rigging and other 
materials they may be in need of, taking pay therefor, or having them returned? 

Ans. Such was the practice while I was in those seas. On one occasion I remember furnishing an 
American captain with two dozen muskets for the purpose of protecting himself against patriot cruisers, 
on his giving me a receipt, promising to return them in the United States on his arrival. 

Ques. Did you ever prevent a patriot force from going on board an American merchant vessel? 

Ans. I prevented a patriot officer, said to be acting under the orders of Lord Cochrane, from going 
on board an American vessel lying in the port of Callao. 

Ques. Did you inform Commodore Stewart of the loss of an American whale ship, on the coast of 
Pitac, which was seized by the authorities, and request him to send a vessel to her relief? 

Ans. Yes; Pitac is a place about a degree to the south of Guayaquil, under the government of the 
patriots, having been conquered by San Martin; Guayaquil was under an independent government of 
its own. 

Ques. (By the judge advocate.) What amount of specie had you on board the Constellation, belong- 
ing to Capatin E. Smith? when taken on board, where was it to be delivered? 

Ans. Ido not remember the amount, nor was there any positive agreement where it was to be 
delivered. It was subject to his order. I brought home near $200,000 which he had shipped, consigned 
to merchants in Boston. 

Ques. (By the same.) Did he bring on board any other articles than specie? 

Ans. Yes. He brought on board some chinchilla skins, unknown to me. 

(Jues. What became of them? 

Ans. I reported them to the collector at New York. He wished to take them cut at Valparaiso. I 
would not let him, as he had brought them on board unknown to me. I determined to bring them to the 
United States. 

Ques. Itow did they come on board? 

Ans. On my arrival at Molliendo in March, 1822, I wrote a letter to Captain Smith, then at Arequipa, 
telling him I had arrived at Molliendo, agreeably to his written request, to carry away his money belong- 
ing to American citizens. At the same time I mentioned and advised, if he had any goods on hand, to 
sacrifice them for whatever he could get, as I believed that Arequipa could not hold out much longer, 
and that he knew from sad experience that should he be in Arequipa when the patriots came in, he 
would again be plundered. I therefore recommeneed him to come on board with all his treasure. After 
waiting, by his request, several days, he sent me a dispatch that he would be in Molliendo by a given 
day, prepared to embark with everything he had. The distance from Arequipa to Molliendo is, I under- 
stand, from sixty to ninety miles—a sandy, barren soil, where no water or provisions of any sort can be 
procured for man or beast. I was therefore not astonished to see Captain Smith approach with a retinue 
of near two hu .dred mules. One-half are required to carry provisions and water. I, immediately on 
seeing him, about three or four o’clock in the afternoon, sent the boats on shore under the orders of my 
first lieutenant, Mr. Clark, to bring Captain Smith and all his things on board. Before anything was 
on board, it was, I presume, nine or ten o’clock. When the land breeze made, about one or two in the 
morning, I tripped anchor and went to sea The next day, about eleven or twelve o’clock, Lieutenant 
Clark asked me what was to be done with those boxes. I told him to stow them away with the rest of 
the money. He told me they did not contain money, but other articles; and then I first knew that these 
things had been brought on board, having before thought it was all money. I immediately called for 
Captain Smith, stated to him the impropriety of what he had done, and asked him why he had done so. 
He replied that in consequence of my letter he had sacrificed part of his cargo, goods on hand, and was 
compelled to take those chinchilla skins from the person who was to have paid him in cash, but who 
could not do it within the time limited for my stay. I told him as they were there, I would not permit 
him to land them, but should bring them to the United States. Had 1 known them to have been skins 
on the beach, I should not have received them. Perhaps, considering the state of things there, I might 
have been justifiable in receiving them. Another reason why in that instance it might have been done 
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was that the patriots had taken Captain Smith’s brig, the Macedonian, without any cause, which they 
afterwards restored to him and promised to make compensation for the use of her. 

Ques. How much of Captain Smith’s money did you put on board the Franklin? | 

Ans. I think there went from my ship to the Franklin about $120,000 of Captain Smith’s money. 

Ques. Was any money belonging to Captain Stewart brought home in the Constellation? 

Ans. I sailed on the ith May, 1822, from Valparaiso, for the United States. A day or two after I 
was at sea Lieutenant McCauley, second lieutenant of the Constellation, stated to me that he had on 
board $10,000, which was given him by Commodore Stewart to carry to the United States. I believe it 
was brought. Ido not know to whom it was consigned or directed. I think Mr. McCauley said it wag 
for his father. 

Ques. You have said it was customary for American men-of-war in the Pacific to receive on board 
specie, &c., for deposit. Is it customary to have it brought on board secreted about the persons of indi- 
viduals, or to send the boats of the men-of-war to bring it off at night? 

Ans. I have never known it brought on board secreted about the persons of individuals. As an 
instance of its being brought on board at night, I refer to the bringing it at Molliendo, which I have 
mentioned. It is brought a considerable distance, and there is no security for it on shore. The Governor 
of Arequipa, on one occasion when Captain Smith had money coming down, requested me to land my 
marines to give protection to Smith’s property as it approached the coast; that it was not in his power; 
which I of course refused. 

Ques. (By a member of the court.) Did you receive any compensation for transporting the Chin- 
chilla skins? 

Ans. None whatever. 

Ques. (By a member.) Do you not consider the practice of receiving money on board of our ships- 
of-war of essential service to American merchants in the Pacific? 

Ans. Most assuredly. 

Ques. When you took Captain Smith and his money on board your ship, could you have acted other- 
wise without subjecting yourself to censure? 

Ans. I considered it my duty to take him, and his money, on board. Indeed, I invited him. 

Ques. Were you frequently on board the Franklin? if so, please to say whether you did not consider 
her in excellent fighting condition, and calculated to reflect great credit on the naval service of our 
country. 

Ans. I was frequently on board the Franklin at Valparaiso, and considered her in very superior order; 
this was the general opinion. 

Ques. In getting money on board ship, is not the time regulated by the time of its getting to the 
shore from the interior? and could its arrival on board ship at a late hour properly subject the commander 
to a suspicion of smuggling? 

Ans. It depends entirely on the time of its arrival, and the circumstance could not properly occasion 
any suspicion. 

Ques. Are there custom houses on the coast, at points where it is usual to receive specie, &c., or do 
custom house oflicers attend to authorize its embarkation? 

Ans. I never was on any part of that coast but Molliendo; there was only a temporary custom 


house. The custom house is generally at the seat of government, and officers sent down to the coast as 


occasion required. 


Lieutenant Ogden, again called: 

Question. (By the judge advocate.) Look at the paper shown you. Is that the application alluded 
to in your testimony yesterday, as made by the officers of the Franklin to Commodore Stewart, on behalf 
of Lieutenant Sands? 

Ans. Yes. (Read, annexed to the record, and marked 14.) 

Ques. Look at the paper shown you, and say whether that is a copy of the answer? 

Ans. Yes. (Read, annexed, and marked 15.) That was the only answer received to the application. 

Ques. Look at the paper shown you. Is that the reply to the communication of the commodore? 

Ans. Yes, (Read, annexed, and marked 16.) This paper alludes to the previous one, and this 
paper was shown to, and agreed to, by all those who had signed the previous one, excepting those whose 
acquiescence is expressly negatived. 

Ques. Look at the paper shown you, and is that the answer of Commodore Stewart to this second 
letter from the officers? 

Ans. Yes. (Read, annexed, and marked 17.) That is a copy of the paper received by me. 

Ques. Look at the paper shown you. Is that your reply to the commodore, and the annexed the 
answer received from him? 

Ans. Yes. (Read, annexed, and marked 18 and 19.) 

Other papers on the subject were then read, annexed, and marked 20, 21, and 22. 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, August 25, 1825. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, the 
judge advocate, and Captain Stewart. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 


Lieutenant Mayo being again called: 

Question. What do you know in relation to a Spaniard, named Madrid, who was on board the Franklin? 

Answer. A man named Madrid, as I have since understood, went in the Franklin from Callao to Quilca. 
I saw him on board; I do not know how he came on board, or went on shore, or whether the fact was or was 
not known to the commodore. I had seen him at Callao before he came on board. He was in conversation 
with Mrs. Stewart. It was a few days before we sailed. He appeard to be urging Mrs. Stewart to let him 
come on board. She appeared anxious not to do su; to get rid of him. He reminded her of some person, 
a lady, in Lima. Mrs. Stewart inquired of me whether I did not want a servant, and whether I would 
not take him in that capacity. This I declined, being already supplied; he was not dressed either as an 
officer or a gentleman; he was in the common clothes of the country; I do not know by what title she 
addressed him; I took no interest or part in the conversation, until I was spoken to. Mrs. Stewart repre- 
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sented him as a poor man, who wished to leave the country to join his family at the Intermedios. I do 
not know that any report was made to the commodore of these facts, or that the man was on board. As 
second lieutenant, I thought it my duty to mention, and did it at one time at the mess table, in the 
presence of Lieutenant Hunter. I knew he was acquainted with the fact. I remarked there was such a 
man on board, and it was as well it should be known who he was; no notice was taken of the communi- 
cation, and I had reason to believe the fact was generally known on board the ship. I had a conversation 
with Mrs. Stewart on the subject, after he had left the ship, and stated to her what the consequences 
might have been, had | taken the man as my servant. I also stated what the consequences might be to 
Commodore Stewart. She stated that he then knew nothing of it, and expressed a hope he might never 


hear of it. 


John Downes, a captain in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, and 
examined by consent, on behalf of the accused, deposes and says: 


Question. Have you commanded an American ship-of-war on the Pacific, and when? 

Answer. I commanded the frigate Macedonian in the Pacific, from 1818 to 1821. 

Ques. Is it customary for our ships, as well as others, to give passage at their pleasure to persons 
going from one port to another, in the course of cruise? 

Ans. Yes; provided they did not belong to either of the belligerents. My orders from the govern- 
ment were, not to take of either party; they were otherwise without restriction. 

Ques. Is it customary for our ships, as well as others, to take bullion and specie on board, for deposit 
or transportation, and to receive a per centage therefor? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. Is it customary for our ships to permit their men to work for other vessels, American or foreign, 
receiving compensation therefor? also, to furnish American vessels with rigging or other materials they 
may stand in need of, taking compensation therefor? Have you done so? 

Ans. It is customary to allow the hands to work as mentioned in the question; on one occasion I 
furnished aid to a vessel which required some articles; they could not be procured in the port at which 
she was, and she could not sail without them. I took a bill in payment on the owners, which I forwarded 
to the Navy Department. The vessel which I thus supplied was the brig Macedonian, Captain Eliphalet 
Smith. The articles furnished were standing rigging; cannot say how much. I considered it the duty 
of the commander of an American man-of-war to supply vessels in all seas, and on all occasions, with 
articles of indispensable necessity which cannot be procured from the shore. 

Ques. Have you taken money or bullion on board your ship from the shore by your own boats? 
Was this done at night, and why? 

Ans. I have taken it on board between sundown and dark. My reason was that it had arrived at 
that time at Molliendo from Arequipa; there was no place of security in which to deposit it on shore; it 
would have been in danger of being stolen on shore, and I therefore sent my boats to bring it off. 


Lieut. Ogden again called by the judge advocate: 

Question. Will you be good enough to state the circumstances under which you signed the papers 
read yesterday? 

Answer. The first application to the commodore was suggested to me, 1 think, by Doctor Salter. My 
reasons were that I considered the situation of Mr. Sands as a very uncomfortable one; and as the object 
of his close confinement was stated by Commodore Stewart to be to preserve the peace and harmony of 
the ship, I thought that an application of that kind from us would convince Commodore Stewart that no 
unfriendly feelings existed on the part of the officers generally towards Lieut. Sands, and that it was not 
necessary, on our account, but as he construed our motives into disrespect and interference with our 
duty, I gave my consent to the second paper, as an explanation of our motives. As that also appeared 
to fail of its object, I was willing, rather than it should be thought that I designed to treat my com- 
mander with disrespect, to cancel the whole by withdrawing my name; not from any change of opinion 
as to the propriety of what I had done, or that the situation of Mr. Sands did not require such an exer- 
tion on the part of his friends. 

Ques. Had Lieut. Sands been tried before a court-martial upon the charges of misconduct alleged 
against him by Commodore Stewart and Lieut. Hammersley, mentioned in the paper read yesterday, 
addressed by the commodore to the officers of the ward room? 

Ans. He had been tried upon the charges of Lieut. Hammersley, and many of those which were 
mentioned in the communication of the commodore. I was a witness on his trial. 

Ques. How long before his trial in April did the alleged violation of his arrest occur, when he 
accompanied the expedition against the Quintanilla? 

Ans. It occurred some months before, I think in January previous. It appeared from Commodore 
Stewart’s letter, however, that he did not know of it until after the trial. 

Ques. Did you know the result of that court-martial when you signed the papers alluded to? 

Ans. I did not then, nor do I now. 

Ques. In the note from Commodore Stewart to you it appears he indicated a wish to have a conver- 
sation with you on the subject of Lieut. Sands; was such conversation had, and what was the result of it? 

Ans. J did call on Commodore Stewart in consequence of that letter; the result of the conversation 
I had with him was, that he refused to grant Lieut. Sands any extension of his limits, unless he would 
comply unequivocally with the pledge he had required of him. There was no new offer made. Commo- 
dore Stewart requested, in the conversation with me, that Lieut. Sands should surrender his right of self- 
defence into his hands; that he, as the commanding officer, was alone entitled to judge in such a case, 

Ques. (By the court.) Did Commodore Stewart require any pledge from Lieut. Hammersley, and what 
pledge did Lieut. Hammersley give? 

Ans. I know of none; Commodore Stewart told me that he likewise considered Lieutenant Hammersley 
culpable, and that if he had had officers enough on board his ship, he would have arrested him also. 


Cross-examined by the accused: 

Question. Was not Lieutenant Sands, at the time of your statement, then and afterwards during our 
cruise, making full and free use of the upper gun deck, at his own discretion and responsibility? 

Answer. He was allowed the use of the main deck by a construction which he gave to the letter of 
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the commodore, read yesterday; after that he did walk the main deck, which he had not done before, for 
exercise. I know of no particular order on the subject. 

Ques. (By the judge advocate.) After such enlargement of his limits did Lieut. Sands have any quar- 
rel with Lieut. Hammersley or any other officer of the Franklin? 

Ans. None that I know of. 

Ques. (By the court.) Was Lieut. Sands strictly confined to his room with a sentinel placed over 
him? 

Ans. There was no sentinel at his door; so far as I know he confined himself to his room as strictly 
as if there had been a sentinel. 

Ques. (By the same.) Was Lieut. Sands permitted to go on the upper gun deck for his necessary 
occasions, and at his discretion, or was he first obliged to obtain leave, and was such his practice? 

Ans. He was permitted to go at his discretion, and was not obliged to obtain leave, as far as I know, 

Ques. (By the accused.) Was complaint made of Lieut. Hammersley to Commodore Stewart by Lieut. 
Sands or any other person? 

Ans. Mr. Sands, in his letter to the commodore, stated Lieut. Hammersley to be the aggressor; no 
other complaint was made that I know of. 


Joshua R. Sands, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, 
and interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: 


I was ordered on the morning of the 8th of October, 1823, to confine myself to limits, by an order 
communicated to me by Lieut. John Harris, of the marines, from Commodore Stewart. I was ordered to 
confine myself to the ward room, with permission to go forward on the main deck to obey the calls of 
nature. On the following day, Lieut. Hammersley ordered me to confine myself to my state room. The 
order was given me to go, and Lieut. Harris was ordered to enforce it. I was informed by the officer of 
marines, who I requested to inform the commodore of the order of Lieut. Uammersley, that this order was 
sanctioned by him. Shortly after my confinement, perhaps an hour or two, I addressed a letter to the 
commodore on the subject, dated October 9th, 1823. My first letter was previous to my close confine- 
ment, but on the same day. To my letter of the 9th, after being ordered to my room, I received no reply; 
I addressed another on the following day, which was made the subject of a charge on which I was tried. 
Norhing occurred further for two or three days. A court of inquiry was ordered, composed of Lieuten- 
ants Hunter, Henry and Ridgeway, which met to investigate the subject. On the second or third day of 
their proceedings, I had occasion to complain that a fair record was not kept, and informed them that I 
should enter my protest against the proceedings. This protest was made And entered, followed by one 
from the judge advocate, Lieut. Grimes, of the marines. He stated he was compelled also to enter his 
protest. The court then did not meet for several days. The reason assigned was the indisposition of 
Lieut. Hunter. In the interval, at ten o’clock on the night of the 18th of October, 1823, Commodore 
Stewart addressed me the following letter, (marked —.) This was the night of the day that it was dis- 
covered or publicly made known that Madrid had been secreted in the pantry. I took the feelings of the 
commodore into consideration, and observed that under the circumstances I would write something sooth- 
ing to the old man, or the commodore, and wrote him an answer, (marked —.) I conceived that I had 
in this letter given up as much as the commodore could in justice ask of me, or as I could in honor give. 
On the following day I was much disappointed at receiving the annexed communication from the commo- 
dore, not doubting that my letter to him would have been perfectly satisfactory to him. (Read, annexed, 
and marked —.) To this I wrote the following reply. (Read, annexed, and marked —.) To this Ireccived 
areply of the same date. (Read, annexed, and marked —.) This was followed by mine to the commodore 
of the 20th. (Read, annexed, and marked —.) 

About the date of this last letter, through Lieutenants Grimes and Goldsborough, something like 
an offer was made to free me from all my difficulties, if I would agree to settle my differences with 
Lieutenant Hamersley—the commodore representing to them the good feelings he entertained towards 
me; that he considered me as an officer of promise, and that all that was necessary for me was to settle 
my differences with Lieutenant Hammersley. To this I paid no attention. I was informed, a number 
of days having intervened without any business being done before the court, that it would again 
assemble, as Lieut. Hunter was a good deal better. I prepared to appeal before it. Iwas then informed 
that Lieut. Henry had got suddenly unwell, and that the court would not meet on that account. <A few 
hours after, I saw Lieut. Henry come on board, perfectly well, to all appearance. I directed my servant 
to make my respects to Lieut. Henry, and say I was happy to find he was so soon recovered from his 
sickness. He immediately came down into my room, and took a seat. I addressed him with remarking 
upon my unpleasant situation, my anxiety to proceed with the investigation, and asked him how it hap- 
pened that he was so unwell in the morning, and, in a few hours, as well as I ever saw him in my life. 
He made some trifling excuses, of which I told him I doubted the truth. This was the only quarrel I ever 
had with him. The court of inquiry met the ensuing day, and finished their proceedings, and the result 
of which I have never heard. 

A few days after, I was furnished with a copy of charges and specifications, with an order to observe 
the same limits to which I had been confined some time previous, with the privilege of going forward on 
the main deck to attend to the calls of nature. From that period, (which was in the latter part of Octo- 
ber or beginning of November, 1823,) until April, 1824—I think about the 13th—I heard nothing more 
from Com. Stewart; but observed the limits, with but one exception. On the 13th April, I addressed a 
letter of Com. Stewart. I do not recollect receiving any answer to this communication. I was then 
informed by Mr. Tudor, acting judge advocate, that a court-martial would assemble, before which I 
appeared on the same day. The court proceeded to business. I objected to the judge advocate, which 
objections were sustained by the court, and he was set aside. About this stage of the proceedings of the 
court, Captain Isaac Hull received a letter, whereupon the court was cleared. On the opening of the 
court, I discovered that a member of the court, to whom I had likewise objected, had, as well as the judge 
advocate, resumed their seats. 

I was remanded to my confinement, after appearing before the court, and addressed a letter to Com. 
Stewart on the subject, (read, annexed, and marked —,) to which I received the answer also read and 
annexed. At this time, I had appeared before the court and pleaded to the charges. After a few days, I 
again appeared before the court, again pleaded to the charges, and the investigation took place. After 
the trial was completed, we sailed for Valparaiso. On the 23d May ensuing, I addressed a letter to Com. 
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Stewart, (read, annexed, and marked —.) To this I received no reply. On the 4th June, I again 
addressed a letter to him. In the interim, a letter was addressed by the officers to the commodore, 
re questing an extension of my limits. Doctor Salter also addressed the commodore. The doctor infor med 
me of the result of his communication, whether by letter or not I do not know. I addressed him a letter. 
On June 4th, after these circumstances, I again wrote to the commodore. (Read, annexed, and marked om 
Prior to this, — have related that on the 10th May the commodore addressed me a letter, (read 
annexed, and marked —,) covering the charges and specifications. On these charges I was tried by a 
court, after my arrival in the United States. At or about the time of the application of the officers for 
my enlargement, Lieut. Harris waited on me, and informed me that he had waited on Com. Stewart, to 
ascertain ‘whe ther he was correct in his understanding of my orders and the limits assigned me. 

In reply to my last letter to Com. Stewart, I received one froin H. G. W ard, the commodore’s s secretary. 
About this time, an enlargement of my limits took place, so far that in going toce ard to obey the cails of 
nature, on the main deck, “from the construction which Com. Stewart put upon this expression, it appeared 
that exercise was included, which I had never before understood. Under these circumstances, I availed 
myself of the main deck to take exercise, and remained under these circumstances until my arrival in the 
United States, having been nez arly eleven months confined. I was on shore at Valparaiso on the Tth October, 
1823, when I receive ed an order from the commodore to come on board, to which order I replied by a note 
of the same day. I was under obligations of a personal nature to remain on shore; they grew out of the 
dispute w ith Lieutenant Hamme rsley. I remained on shore till morning, when I was informed by Lieu- 
tenant Harris that Commodore Stewart had directed him to bring me on board by force should it be 
necessary. Understanding from Lieutenant Harris that circumstances dispensed with my obligation to 
remain, I consented to go. He remained where he was, after receiving my promise to go on board, which 
I did immediately, and went to the limits that were assigned me by Lie utenant Harris when he came on 
board shortly after. This was on the 8th, and on the following day I wrote the first letter mentioned in 
my testimony. 

Ques. (By the court.) Were you on the surgeon’s sick report at any time during your arrest, and if 
so, for what period? 

Ans. I was not on the surgeon’s sick report, that I know of; I consulted him frequently, as I was 
much troubled with rheumatism and toothache. He was frequently in my room; spoke of my health, but 
no formal complaint was made by me. 


Cross-examined by the accused: 

Ques. Were you placed under the charge of a sentinel at any time during your arrest and suspension, 
and did you not have free ingress and egress to and from the gun decks? 

Ans. No sentinel was placed over me. I had free egress and ingress to go forward to obey the calls 
of nature; nothing more, as I understvod. In these walks I was in the constant habit of meeting Lieu- 
tenant Hammersley, and no difficulty occurred. 

Ques. What has been Commodore Stewart’s general temper and conduct to his officers and men? Has 
it been marked with cruelty and oppression? 

Ans. No; on the contrary, as regards myself, I have no recollection of ever having received a censure 
or reprimand from him for two years previous, excepting that he once reprimanded me for swearing on duty. 

Ques. State, if you please, what was the circumstance of a personal nature which induced you to dis- 
obey Commodore Stewart’s order to go on board on the Tth October. 

Ans. I had gone on shore for the purpose of fighting a duel with Lieutenant Hammersley; it had not 
been terminated, and I had stated to Lieutenants Oden and Harris that I would not go on ‘board ship 
until it was terminated. We had met once, the affair was undecided, and we were to have met again the 
following morning. 

Adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. ° 


Fripay, August 26. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate and Captain Stewart. The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 

Lieutenant Sands again called: 

Ques. (By the judge advocate.) Did you go on shore at Valparaiso on the 7th October, in consequence 
of a challenge from Licutenant Hammersley, and when you parted did he promise to meet you again on 
the following morning? 

Ans. I went on shore in consequence of a challenge received by me from him, and when we parted 
the understanding was that we were to meet again the following morning. 

Ques. (By the accused.) You have stated that you kept your limits with but one exception: what 
occasion do you refer to? 

dns. I refer to my going in the boats on the expedition after the piratical vessel, the Quintanilla, 
which was the subject of the charge against me. 


Louis M. Goldsborough, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, a witness produced and duly 
sworn according to law, and interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: I was on board the 
Franklin; the first year of the cruise I was a midshipman, the re esidue of the cruise I was an acting lieu- 
tenant; Commodore Stewart on one oceasion at Callao, about eleven o’clock at night, came to me, T was 
then officer of the watch, and tola me he wanted some money put on board the brig Cora, and ordered me 
to strike the money into the boat, the cutter alongside. He also ordered me to select a trusty midship- 
man to send with the money; the time occupied was about three-quarters of an hour, so that it was near 
twelve o’clock when it was completed. I had sent for a midshipman and he was rather long in coming; 
Mr. Hammersley had by this time relieved my watch; as the commodore had expressed a desire to get the 
money on board as quick as possible, I myself went with the boat; by the time I got alongsid e, the 
brig was lying to; I commenced putting the money on board of her; ; when I had partly completed 
discharging the money, a patriot armed boat came near and inquired what vessel it was, what she was 
doing; the « captain asked me what he was to reply. I told him to exercise his own judgment; that 
So long as I had that money to put on board he should not be interfered with, but that I could 
not afford him ages oe any longer. The brig was hailed by the officer in the boat, and the cap- 
tain’s reply was, “Don’t come on board.” The officer said he was a patriot man-of-war boat, 
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and had come off for the purpose of knowing the character of the vessel, and what she was 
doing. The captain of the brig replied, ‘I don’t. care who the hell you are, you shall not come on 
board my vessel.’”’ By this time the boat had drifted round to the same side of the brig where the boat of 
the Franklin was, and seeing the man in the boat did not make any further inquiry, but passed closely 
under the stern of the brig, and, as the moon was shining, he saw her name, and observed, ‘It is the Cora, 

of Baltimore: T’ll soon fix you.” He then pulled towards the shore. What he did afterwards I do not 
know. I completed putting the money on board, and left the brig. A day or two after Commodore 
Stewart sent for me in the poop cabin, and informed me that a complaint lad been made by the patriot 
government, of our boats having interfered with one of their revenue boats; he asked me what had 
transpired, and I told him, to the best of my memory, what I have related to the court. The Cora was 
under way when I received the orders to carry the money on board her. Callao was then in possession 
of the patriots. I do not know where the Cora was bound; they stated to me that she was bound to the 
United States. I know of no other instance of putting money on board vessels at night, nor any in which 
it was sent to them after they had got under way. I know instances in which money has been brought 
on board at night, and also about the persons of individuals. While lying at Quilea, I think some 
time in the year 1823, I was sent out in one of the boats, just as the dark had set in, about twelve or 
fifteen miles up the coast. Lieut. Henry and Capt. Smith.were both in the boat; we went into a small 
cove, where we found some mules laden with gold and silver, which was placed in our boat and carried 
on board the ship, where we arrived at about one or two o’clock in the morning. The caravan of mules 
had arrived before us at the place some short time. There were three of the people of the country there 
at the time. I did not get out of the boat; Capt. Smith and Mr. Henry got out. This is the only instance 
of the kind within my knowledge; I did not see the commodore on our arrival, and made no report myself 
on the subject; Capt. Smith appex ared to have the management of it. I have several times seen individuals 
bring money on board concealed about their bodies. I cannot enumerate the occasions; it happened 
repeatedly, and I know such money was received by Mr. Hunter, the first lieutenant; on one occasion I 
was the officer of the deck, when two persons came on board with money round their body, under their 
pantaloons, They went into the poop cabin; Commodore Stewart was then there and saw the manner in 
which the money was concealed, and immedi: itely ordered me to send them out of the ship, and he would 
not receive the money. I know of no instance in which Commodore Stewart knew that money was 
bronght on board in this manner, in which he authorized it; I do not recollect whether these persons 
were “people of the country or Ame ‘ricans; I think the former. It occurred at Callao, when in the posses- 
sion of the patriots. I communicated to Lieutenant Sands a conversation which I had with Commodore 
Stewart on the subject of his confinement. Commodore Stewart observed to me one day, in the course of 
conversation, that he regretted having confined him, and spoke of him very flattering oly as a fine young 
man. This is what I stated to Mr. Sands. I do not recollect t anything being said about the controversy 
wita Lieutenant Hammersly. By the expression of Commodore Stewart, regretting having confined Mr. 
Sands, I mean he regretted the necessity of confining him. Commodore Stewart always treated me 
kindly, and I think his conduct towards his officers, in general, was unusually kind; he allowed them 
indulgences which were not customary. 


Cross-examined on the part of the accused: 

Ques. Had you any orders or directions from Commodore Stewart to afford protection to the Cora 
when you put the money on board? 

Ans. No; my orders were to have the money put on board merely. 

Ques. When examined by Commodore Stewart in the poop cabin on the subject of the Cora, was it 
not in the presence of a patriot officer? 

Ans. I think it was in the presence of the officer who had brought the complaint. I do not think I 
remained in the cabin after having made ny communication to the Commodore, and heard nothing of 
their conversation. 

(ues. Were you the officer of the deck when four large boxes were brought on board the Franklin 
at Callao, said to contain gold, silver and jewelry? Did Captain Stewart turn them away? 

Ans. I was. I think it occurred about the same time that the Cora sailed, though I will not be posi- 
tive. A gentleman, by the name of George, calling himself an Italian, brought some large boxes along- 
side, and asked me to receive them on board; I sent down and informed the first lieutenant of the circum- 
stance, who sent me up word to receive them. The man that brought them alongside told me that they 
contained plate. I commenced striking them on board. When I got two or three boxes on deck, Com- 
modore Stewart came out of his cabin, and asked me what boxes those were; I told him that the man 
stated to me that they contained silver plate, and that I had Mr. Hunter’s directions to receive them. 
He looked at the boxes; said they could not contain silver; they were too large. The man replied that 
they did, that he would assure him they contained nothing else. If I recollect right, he told the commo- 
dore he would give him two per cent. if he would receive them on board. The commodore told him he 
should do no such thing, and ordered them back in the boats, which was done, and they were sent away. 

Alexander Hamilton Hopkinson, a midshipman in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn 
according to law, and interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: I was a midshipman on 
board the Franklin during her late cruise in the Pacific. One evening at Quilca, the last time, I think, 
we were there, I went on shore in the gig with Midshipman Porter; we landed in a cove by the custom 
house, about eight o’clock; waited there until about eleven at night. An officer, or one that I was 
informed was an officer in " the Spanish army, then told me the money was ready, and I sent the boat’s 
crew up into the store—there commonly called the custom-house store—they brought the money down, 
and put it in the boat. We got on bog ird the ship about half-past eleven o ’clock at night. That is the 
only occasion on which I ever carried moncy on board at night. I believe it was plata pina, not dollars. 
I do not know to whom the orders were given; they were to Mr. Porter; I went as oflicer of the boat. 
The evening before we entered Callao the first time, I think on the last d: iy of July, the ship being about 
eight miles from St. Lorenzo, I received orders from Mr. Hunter to eo on board the Canton, and carry a 
number of goods which were on board her, and deposit them on board the Peruvi: in; to tell Mr. Cox’ to 
be very cé wreful of the +m; to put them down in the cabin, as they were very likely to be injured, I went 
on board the Canton, got the goods—there were two boat loads of the ‘m, I think ten bales and two boxes— 
and put them on board the Peruvi ian; I then returned on board the Fi ‘anklin, when Mr. Hunter directed 
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me to go again on board the Canton and tell Mr. O’Sullivan Commodore Stewart wished to see him; to 
tell him to bring on board some blank bills of lading; J went and brought Captain O’Sullivan, who car- 
ried with him on board the Franklin a box marked private papers; about eleven o’clock I left the ship to 
carry Captain O’Sullivan again on board the Canton, with orders from Mr. Hunter to direct Mr. Ward to 
bring on board the book of samples of goods that were on board the Peruvian; Mr. Ward had a paste- 
board box which he passed into the boat, also a writing desk; I took them to the Franklin with Mr. 
Ward; the Canton then filled away and stood off from the shore; we got into Callao next day. I never 
knew an instance of Mr. Smith being employed to board vessels, or perform the duty of officers on board 
the Franklin. The Peruvian, at the time the goods were thus placed on board her, was in tow astern of 
the Franklin; she had her standing rigging on; Mr. Coxe was on board with a number of carpenters. 
When we went for the money at Quilca, on our landing, the officer, who was called a captain, told us the 
money had not come down; he asked us into the colonel’s quarters, where we remained until he informed 
us it had arrived and was ready. 


John Redman Coxe, a midshipman in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to 
law, and interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: I was on board the Franklin during her 
Jate cruise in the Pacific, in the capacity of a midshipman. I think sometime in June or July, 1822, I 
was placed in charge of the Peruvian at Quilca, and from there to Callao, and continued on beard for 
some weeks at Callao. Off Callao there were a number of bales, perhaps eight or ten, and some boxes, 
received on board from Mr. Hopkinson, with orders from Mr. Hunter to take particular charge of them: 
to place them in the cabin, as they were very valuable. They remained on board during the whole 
time that I continued in charge of the vessel. I was relieved in charge of the vessel by Mr. Wilkes, 
and on my telling him there were certain goods on board the vessel which he was to take charge of, 
he replied, he did not know they were there; he did not see them, and would have nothing to do with 
them. I informed Mr. Hunter and Mr. Henry of it, and they said, very well. Mr. Henry took charge of 
the vessel in the course of a very short time, perhaps a few hours. One of the packages broke open one 
evening; I believe it contained silk stockings; it was a small box which I kept in the cabin, the others 
were all large. I, on one occasion, brought off at Quilca, in the night, a quantity of money; I had charge 
of the boat; I believe Mr. Henry was along; I. think Mr. Marshal was one of the officers of a boat; I 
found Capt. Smith there on the beach, where the mules were; the night was dark; I think it was about 
six or eight miles to the southward of Quilca. 


John Blight, a gunner in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law, and 
interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: 


Question. Were you on board the Franklin during her late cruise in the Pacific, and in what 
capacity? 

Answer. I was on board, as gunner. 

Ques. Did you carefully and regularly inspect the guns of that vessel, and in what state were they 
kept? 

Ans. It was done regularly and constantly; they were kept in a good state, everything that was 
required of them. 

Ques. Had any of them, on your return to New York, the same loads which they carried out? 

Ans. Yes; the three after guns on each side. They were regularly examined, and the powder 
returned to the magazine. 

Ques. How frequently were the crew exercised at general quarters during the cruise? 

Ans. I will not be positive—either two or three times: once at New York before we left there; once 
afterwards, I cannot say whether at sea or in port. 

Ques. Were they frequently exercised by divisions? 

Ans. Yes; very often, almost every day when the weather would permit. 

Ques. During your cruise, were there any musket cartridges or other articles drawn from the Franklin 
and sent to the Canton? 

Ans. Yes, 

Vues. What were they, and on what occasions? 

Ans. There were 300 musket cartridges sent at one time; on the 26th July, 1822, there were seventy 
sent at Quilca; on the Ist December, in the same year, one hundred priming tubes at Quilca, six priming 
wires and one bit, six pounds of match rope; there were also some feet and hand iron shackles sent on 
board. 

Ques. How were these articles entered on your books? 

Ans. They were not entered as expended, nor as sent to the Canton. 

Ques. Were they ever returned or replaced? 

Ans. No. 

(Jues. Upon whose requisition were they drawn? 

Ans. They were drawn by a verbal requisition from the first lieutenant, Mr. Hunter. 

Ques. (By the court.) Who directed you not to enter them as expended? 

Ans. Mr. Hunter. The cartridges of the Canton were too large for her muskets, and these were 
sent with the expectation they would be replaced by some from the Canton. 

Ques. Was this order from Mr. Hunter on the first occasion when they were sent or the second? 

Ans. I went to him on Saturday, when I was to make my returns, on both occasions, and this was 


what he told me. 


Cross-examined by the accused. 

Ques. Were all the articles from your department, sent to the Peruviano and Waterwitch, returned 
to you on these vessels being put out of service? 

Ans. They were; all the armament and ammunition was returned. I gave a receipt for it to Lieut. 
Henry. 


Charles Wilkes, jr., a midshipman in the service of the United States, being duly sworn according 
to law and interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: 
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I was on board the Franklin, during part of her late cruise in the Pacific, as midshipman. I was on 
board one of the schooners, the Waterwitch, in June, 1822, and continued on board until March 
following. From October, 1822, I was in command of her. I was ordered to the Peruvian for about 
three or four hours at Callao. I received a written order from Mr. Henry, who commanded the 
Waterwitch, to go on board the Peruvian and relieve Mr. Coxe. I went on board about ten o’clock, and 
was put in command of the Waterwitch by a verbal order from Mr. Henry. I refused to take charge of 
some goods said to be on board the Peruvian. I had a conversation with Mr. Henry on the subject of 
the goods the preceding day, in which I stated my unwillingness to take any charge of those goods, 
The Peruvian was not at that time quite ready for sea. The Waterwitch during the time that I wag 
attached to her was employed in carrying letters and dispatches, and waiting for them. I took some 
bullion from Coquimbo to Valparaiso. This was the only occasion on board the schooner in which I wag 
engaged in the transportation of specie. I was on board when she went to Guayaquil. We left Quilca 
for Guayaquil on the 26th of July, 1822, and arrived there on the 5th of August. The object was, I 
believe, to carry dispatches. I delivered one to Bolivar—no other. No one was on board not belonging 
to the squadron, She was then under the command of Lieutenant Henry. The Waterwitch arrived at 
Guayaquil two days before the Canton, where that vessel took in a cargo of cocoa, 


Edward Fitzgerald, a purser in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law 
and interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: 

I was purser on board the Franklin during her late cruise in the Pacific. 

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 


Saturpay, August 27, 
Present: all the members of the court 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
A communication was received from 


(except Captain Henley), the judge advocate and Captain Stewart. 
Captain Henley, stating that he was compelled by indisposition to absent himself from the court to-day. 


James Biddle, a captain in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according to law and 
interrogated on the part of the accused, deposes and says: 

Question. Did you at any time, and when, command a ship-of-war of the United States in the Pacific? 

Answer. I commanded the Ontario in the Pacific in the year 1818. 

Ques. Is it the practice of our ships-of-war, as well as those of other nations, to give passage from 
one port to another, in the course of the cruise, to such persons, not belligerents, as they think proper? 

Ans. Yes. It was the practice of all the men-of-war in that sea while I was there. Three British 
men-of-war were at that time in those seas, and in consequence of the particular situation,in which Peru 
and Chili were then placed, the captains of those vessels as well as myself were subjected to considerable 
inconvenience and expense in such transportation between those two countries. I went twice from 
Lima to Valparaiso, and twice from Valparaiso to Lima. I mentioned to the authorities at those places 
that [ had been very much incommoded by the numerous applications made to me, at both those places, 
and that as I could carry only a few at a time, I was willing to carry such as should be approved of by 
the authorities. It was impossible to resist the importunities of the applicants. There was no other 
mode of communication between those two countries than such as was afforded by the foreign men-of- 
I carried a Spanish officer and lady from Callao to Rio Janiero. They were both taken on board 
In my report to the government I stated what I had done, 
The Secretary of the Navy informed me that 


war. 
at the particular instance of the Vice-King. 
and also the circumstances which had induced me to do it. 
the President fully approved of my conduct under the circumstances. 

I considered myself on this point as pretty much unrestricted by any orders. 

Ques. Is it the practice to permit the crews of our ships to work for or on board of other vessels, 
receiving compensation therefor; also to furnish our merchantmen with materials they may stand in 
need of, taking care to have the same returned or paid for? 

Ans. I have on several occasions supplied American vessels, particularly in the Pacific, where they 
could be obtained in no other mode, with men from the ship to work; and I have supplied them when 
necessary with articles from the ship—perhaps foreign vessels also, when they could not be procured 
elsewhere. On one occasion at Callao I received eight American seamen who were prisoners there; 
they were destitute of clothing, and I gave the purser a written order to furnish them with such articles 
as were necessary. At Rio Janeiro, in the Congress, I sent my carpenters on board a merchant vessel to 
put up some bulk-heads. On the coast of California, I sent on board a Russian man-of-war some paint, a 
courtesy which I should expect to give and receive from any foreign man-of-war under the same circum- 
stances. I do not know what entry was made in the books of the articles. I merely directed the first 
lieutenant to have it sent on board. 

Ques. Is it the practice to take on board moncy and bullion for transportation or on deposit, and to 
give convoy or protection to American or other neutral vessels? 

Ans. Yes. It is, I believe, universal There was a piratical vessel in those seas when I was there, 
which made it peculiarly necessary. 

Ques. Did you prevent the capture of an American vessel, and under what circumstances? 

Ans. I prevented the Spanish blockading squadron from capturing an American vessel off Valparaiso. 
As I was going into Valparaiso I was boarded by the blockading squadron. The officer informed me 
that the port was blockaded, and that their orders were to permit no vessel, even a man-of-war, to enter. 
I told him I had orders to go into that port, that I should go in, and did. A few days after, I saw an 
American vessel coming in, the squadron in pursuit. I thought her in danger of being captured, as she 
was becalmed, and sent all my boats out to assist her, and they towed her into the anchorage. 

Ques. Was there danger in traveling in Peru without a passport? 

Ans. While I was in Peru, I received a letter from aman, who stated himself to be a surgeon on 
board an English whale ship, who stated that he was imprisoned at Lima, simply because he had no pass- 
port. I offered to the government that, if there existed no other cause for his detention, I would take 
him out of the country. He was released, and I carried him to Valparaiso. I knew the British officers 
in those seas had shown a disposition to aid American citizens, and I was always disposed to recipro- 


cate it. 
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Ques. (By a member of the court.) Was not the duty of a commanding officer in the Pacific often- 
times embarrassing, owing to the political fluctuations which have so frequently occurred; changes of 
power producing distrust and imaginary causes of complaint? And is it not difficult for a commanding 
ofiicer, studious of neutrality, to avoid the suspicion of being partial? 

Ans. I believe it is impossible for any commanding officer to be in the Pacific without giving offence 
ot the one side or the other. The royal party, knowing the general feclings of our countrymen, are 
jealous of them; the patriots, on the other hand, expecting too much, are dissatisfied. 

Ques. Have you known Com. Stewart for many years? Have you ever sailed with him? If yea, 
what was his character for humanity and kindness to those under his command? Has he been character- 
ized for harshness and severity, or has he been remarked for indulgence to his officers, and gentleness to 
his men? 

Ans. I have known Capt. Stewart for many years. In 1801, I sailed with him; he was first lieu- 
tenant, and Ia midshipman. I always found his deportment humane and gentlemanly on board ship. 
The situation of first lieutenant is more trying to the disposition and temper than any other on board 


ship. 
Edward Fitzgerald called: 


Question. Look at the books shown you. Are those the muster rolls of the Franklin? 

Answer. They are No’s 2and 3. No, 2 is from the first May, 1821, till the 31st December, inclusive. 
No. 8, from the Ist of January, 1824, till the 31st October of the same year, inclusive. William <A. 
Weaver appears on both muster rolls as a lieutenant, attached to the Franklin. When an officer is absent 
from the ship on leave of absence, it is usual to enter the circumstance on the muster roll of the ship, by 
order of the commander. If he is absent on furlough I should make such entry without order. In the 
former case he would draw full pay; in the latter case he would draw half pay. No entry is made on 
the muster roll, opposite the name of Lieut. Weaver, that he was on leave of absence. That muster roll 
was approved by Commodore Stewart; on what day, I cannot say. I never reccived any order to enter 
such absence on that muster roll. On the muster roll No. 3, I marked Mr. Weaver absent without leave 
from the Ist of August, 1822, by the order of Commodore Stewart. I received the order to make the 
entry, and did it some time in November last. I do not recollect the day exactly. I think it was the 
day after the ccurt-martial met in New York for the trial of Mr. Weaver. It was approved after that 
entry was made. When he directed me to make the entry he said it was in conformity with the rolls he 
had sent to the Department. It is the practice of the service, and I believe there is a regulation on the 
subject, to send, when an opportunity occurs, a copy of the muster roll to the Department. The two 
papers shown are papers made out for the purpose of being transmitted to the Department under this 
regulation; the one dated October 1, 1821, the other March 11, 1823. On the first, I made, by the 
direction of the commodore, “absent, with leave to join at Valparaiso;” on the second, ‘‘on leave of 
absence, in charge of stores on board the ship America for Lima, by permission,’ was entered by order 
of Commodore Stewart. The words ‘‘on leave of absence,” are in the handwriting of my steward, the 
remainder of the sentence is in my own hand. I think it possible I omitted to enter the date, lst August, 
on this last roll. Ido not recollect to have received any orders from Commodore Stewart to make any 
other entries than those two that I have spoken of, in relation to Lieut. Weaver. Mr. Weaver sailed 
from New York in the ship America, about a week, I think, before us. We first saw him at Rio Janerio; 
he arrived there after us. We next saw him at Valparaiso; he came off the port after we got there; he 
came into port in a boat, and proceeded on the next morning to Lima. We received at Callao, in August, 
1822, the stores which had gone out in the America. We arrived at that place on the lst August. Mr. 
Weaver had then returned to the United States. The America had also sailed, and we took on board all 
the stores of my department brought out in that vessel. There were none others that I know of. There 
were not, at that time, nor at any subsequent time, any stores belonging to the Franklin, to my know- 
ledge, at Callao, at Lima, or on board the America. Mr. Weaver was not on board the Franklin after we 
left Valparaiso, until after our return to New York. I did not receive at the port of Arica any permis- 
sion to send any stores on shore. At Quilca, I received permission to send on board the Canton some 
officers’ clothing. They went to the shore, not by my direction. They were private property, belonging 
to myself altogether. They were sold at Arequipa, a hundred miles in the interior. Some of the clothes 
I sent away did not suit the station; they were white drilling pantaloons and marseilles vests. Cloth 
was found the most comfortable. I retained as many of every article as I thought would be necessary, 
but I believe the black silk vests gave out; I believe nothing else. The officers had an ample supply. 
Other articles were procured, which answered the purpose better. 


Cross-examined on the part of the accused: 


Ques. Do not the regulations of the navy require the purser to provide, at the public expense, slops 
or clothes for the crew of the ships-of-war? 

Ans. The government usually furnishes them at home; abroad they are paid for also by the govern- 
ment, and eventually paid for by the men who use them. 

Ques. Do they require clothing for the officers to be provided, or do the pursers lay in these at their 
own cost and hazard? 

Ans. If they are taken out by the pursers it is at their own risk. I never did it before. 

Ques. Were not some of the officers of the Franklin lost, and did not others come home, which 
diminished the demand for clothing? 

Ans. There were six, I think, lost, and several returned in the Constellation. This diminished the 
demand, and was the cause of ny requesting permission of Commodore Stewart to send some away. 

Ques. Did Captain O’Sullivan offer to dispose of the surplus on board the Canton? How came it to 
be taken on shore? 

Ans. He offered to take them and sell them for me on board the Canton. He became alarmed at the 
appearance of the patriot sloop-of-war, the Belgrano, and sent my goods on shore, with some of his own, 
without consulting me. Part of them were stolen on shore, out of the custom house, by the soldiers. I 
endeavored to get the remainder back to the Franklin by the aid of Captain Smith, who was living on 
shore at the time. I lost about $400 or $500, on the whole, in consequence of the robbery. Commodore 
Stewart gave me permission to put them on board the Canton, but had nothing further to do with it. 
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Ques. Look at the muster roll now shown you; was that made by you? 

Ans. It was. I made out two on that oceasion for the commodore, on the 31st October, 1829, 
About that time the brig Dick was about coming to the United States; I sent it to the commodore, with 
the remark, opposite the name of Mr. Weaver, ‘on leave of absence,” in the handwriting of my stew- 
ard; the residue of the sentence, “in charge of stores, to August 1, 1822,” is in the handwriting of the 
commodore. It is usual for the remarks opposite Mr. Weaver’s name to be made by him. 

Ques. Did you inquire of Captain Stewart, when you made up the muster roll No. 2, what entry 
should be made as to Mr. Weaver, and what did he say? 

Ans. I omitted mentioning it to him then, at the time I made the entry on the roll transmitted in 
March, 1823; the commodore observed that he only knew Mr. Weaver officially there; if he had gone to 
the United States it was on his own responsibility. I inferred his meaning to be, that the commodore 
could only know him officially there until he had received instructions from the government what to do 
with him. 

Ques. Does the captain of a ship sign the muster book, or roll of the ship, until the conclusion of 
the cruise, or closing of that book? 

Ans. It is not usual to make up the book until the cruise is terminated. I, however, did it during 
the cruise, on this occasion. The book signed by Commodore Stewart in New York, in November last, 
had never before been presented to him for signature. I took it to the commodore for his signature 
without any intimation from him, having been ordered to produce it before the court-martial, and not 
conceiving that it could be evidence without his approval. 

Ques. Is not there this difference between the muster roll sent to the Department and that kept for 
the ship—that the latter notes the final disposition of any person on it, while the former notes their situa- 
tion at the time it is made out to be transmitted? 

Ans. It is required that the muster roll transmitted should be a copy from the muster roll retained 
on board the ship, unless when something had occurred which had been previously transmitted to the 
Department, in which case it would be unnecessary to mention it again. 

Ques. Have you, at any time during the period of the Franklin’s cruise, received directions from me 
to make any remarks opposite the name of any person attached to the Franklin under my command? 

Ans. I received directions from the first lieutenant to rate the men, to note promotions and reductions, 
such as appear on the book. I do not remember receiving any orders directly from the commodore him- 
self; they were transmitted to me through the first lieutenant, and were afterwards approved by the 
commodore. 

Ques. Did you refer to Commodore Stewart at any time during the cruise for remarks to be made 
opposite Lieutenant Weaver’s name in consequence of his absence? 

Ans. Only once, which was the occasion to which I have referred. Mr. Weaver had delayed returning 
so long that I thought it necessary to speak to him about it. 

Ques. Were you not acquainted with the absence and cause of such absence of Lieutenant Weaver, 
from the sailing of the Franklin from New York to her arrival at Callao, and that he was on board the 
America in charge of purser’s and hospital stores? 

Ans. I was; I had heard of it; had no personal acquaintance with it. 

Ques. Did you receive payment for the thirty-six bolts of canvas returned to the Canton, and have 
you accounted for it to the government? 

Ans. I received $720, at the rate of $20 a bolt, and accounted for it to the government. The wine 
purchased was all used; part of it as wine, part vinegar. It cost $0.50, and I was informed by the 
agent there that vinegar could not be procured under a dollar. 

Ques. Was it not known on board the Franklin, and to Captain Stewart, that Mr. Weaver had 
returned to the United States, and that the government knew he was there? 

Ans. It was known by me. I had seen in the Intelligencer an account of his arrival at Washington, 
When this was I do not know; it was previous to the entry on the roll of his being in charge of stores. 

Ques. (By the judge advocate.) What was paid for the canvas procured from the Canton? 

Ans. I do not recollect; I think it was $20. 

Ques. When was the $750 dollars received and accounted for, and from whom? 

Ans. It was received some time, I think, in July, 1822, from Captain O’Sullivan, and accounted for 
on the settlement of my accounts last winter. 

Ques. Was any money brought on board the Franklin under any arrangement with you, concealed 
about the persons of individuals, or was such money as you procured from the shore charged as having 
paid duty? 

Ans. There was a bill for $20,000 dollars, to be deposited on board the vessel, sent out by the 
government to be collected there. I made inquiries; the bill was payable at Lima. I found I should 
have to pay ‘ive per cent. duty, one per cent. for package, and two per cent. for a guard to bring it to 
Callao. I was unwilling to incur such a responsibility; the times were hazardous, armies on both sides 
infesting the country. I mentioned to the man who had the bill to pay, and agreed to pay him six per 
cent. if he would deliver it on board the Franklin. He did so, and showed me a receipt from Sarratea for 
five per cent. duty. I thus saved two per cent., and avoided all responsibility. This man had money 
in belts laying in the boat; whether he brought it from the shore concealed I do not know. He brought 
it to the Franklin from his own vessel. None was about his person to my knowledge when he brought it 
to the Franklin. I know of no instance in which money, brought aboard under an arrangement with me, 
was concealed about the person. 

Ques. (By the accused.) In purchasing supplies for the squadron in the Pacific, what was the object 
of purchasing such supplies afloat, instead of procuring them on shore? 

Ans. One object was that the duties were not so high. The preference was always given to American 
vessels when the articles could be procured from them. 


Samuel Brown, a witness produced on behalf of the United States: 


An objection was made by the accused to the competency of this witness. The grounds of objection 
are stated in the paper filed (—). The court, being cleared, proceeded to consider the objections that 
had been taken to the competency of the witness, and the record of his conviction before the court- 
martial. 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock on Monday morning. 
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Monpay, August 29. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate and Captain Stewart. The proceedings of Saturday were read. ‘The judge advocate 
then read an opinion, which, in pursuance of an intimation to that effect, he had prepared upon the 
exception taken on Saturday, annexed and marked (—). The court, being cleared, determined that the 
witness was not competent, and therefore that his evidence should not be heard. 


David Conner, a master commandant in the navy of the United States, being duly sworn according 
to law, and interrogated by the judge advocate, deposes and says: I commanded the Dolphin, in the 
Pacific, at the time the Franklin was there. Saiied from New York at the same time. I received no 
instructions from Commodore Stewart in relation to the Canton. On my arrival at St. Juan Fernandez, 
I found the Canton there; no signal was displayed from her that I recollect. I received on board the 
Dolphin, on the 6th May, 1822, Captain Eliphalet Smith, as the bearer of dispatches by order of Commo- 
dore Stewart (read, annexed and marked —). On my arrival at Arica, I discovered that some of Cap- 
tain Smith’s trunks contained samples of goods. I had no previous knowledge of it. I had no know- 
ledge of what his trunks contained when he came on board. Arica was the first port at which we arrived 
from Valparaiso. We staid at Arica about thirty-six or forty-eight hours, and sailed to Molliendo. There 
we landed Captain Smith with his baggage. Ido not know whether Captain Smith came on board the 
Dolphin from the shore or from the Franklin. I think his baggage came from the Canton. I had no 
other orders, written or verbal, than the one that has been read. 


Cross-examined by the accused: 


Captain Stewart did not, to my knowledge, know anything of the samples going on board the Dol- 
phin. 
Ques. Did the Canton leave Juan Fernandez in company with the Franklin or the Dolphin? 

Ans. I think she sailed about the same time with the Franklin, and they must have parted company 
during the night, as I fell in with the Canton the next morning, and the Franklin was not in sight. 

Ques. Did Captain Stewart ever demand or receive any portion of the emoluments for money or bullion 
taken on board the Dolphin? 

Ans. He did not. I know of no usage in the service which entitles him to claim it. 

Ques. (By the judge advocate.) Did you carry on board the Dolphin, about the month of September, 
1822, money, sails, &c., from Callao to Guayaquil, for the purpose of placing them on board the Canton? 
If yea, state the circumstances and the orders under which you acted. 

Ans. I did carry money and sails for that purpose at the time specified. I received orders from 
Commodore Stewart on that occasion; they were in writing. ‘The substance of them was, that I was to 
make inquiries respecting a piratical vessel on that coast; the next subject was a claim by the master of 
the American schooner Amanda, on the government there, and also to notify to the American vessels in 
that neighborhood, bound to the south, that I would afford them convoy. The orders did not embrace the 
subject of the sails, &c., for the Canton. Commodore Stewart requested me verbally to take those arti- 
cles. 

Ques. (By a member of the court.) Do you know of any instances in which specie, bullion, or plata 
pina were brought on board the public vessels of the United States, clandestinely and at night, in viola- 
lion of the laws of Peru, with the knowledge or permission of Commodore Stewart? 

Ans. Ido not. There was money, &c., brought on board the Dolphin from the shore, which was 
transported to the Franklin, but in no instance was it smuggled. On my arrival at Callao, I applied to 
the minister of war for permission to receive on board my vessel, for safe keeping, funds belonging to 
citizens of the United States. The permission was officially granted, and the money brought on board. 
the Dolphin was brought under that authority. 

Ques. (By the accused.) Did you bring back to Captain Stewart, from Captain O’Sullivan, certain 
bills of lading canceled, which had been given for the money you took to him from Callao, also other bills 
of lading from Mr. Lang? 

Ans. I did. Captain O’Sullivan and Mr. Lang canceled the bills of lading, and gave them to me to 
deliver to Commodore Stewart, which I did. I had carried money down for Mr. Lang also. 

Ques. (By a member.) Have you ever known the force under the orders of Commodore Stewart to 
be employed by his authority, and with his knowledge, in violating actual blockade, the laws of neutrality 
or the revenue laws of either of the belligerents? 

Ans. No. 

Ques. (By the same.) Have you ever known extraordinary and illegal protection to be afforded to 
the Canton and other vessels, to the neglect of vessels employed in a lawful commerce? 

Ans. No. 

The judge advocate then read and submitted to the court certain documents: 

Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Com. Stewart, dated September 8th, 1821. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Com. Stewart, dated October 27th, 1824. 

Letter from Com. Stewart to the Secretary of the Navy, dated October 29th, 1824. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Com. Stewart, dated November 3d, 1824. 

Letter from Com. Stewart tu the Secretary of the Navy, dated November 5th, 1824. 

The judge advocate then stated to the court that the testimony on the part of the prosecution was 
closed. i 

Captain Stewart, by his counsel, requested the indulgence of the court until to-morrow morning, 
whereupon the court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. ; 


TuEspay, August 30. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court 
(excepting Captain Henley), the judge advocate, and Captain Stewart. A communication was received 
from Captain Henley, enclosing a certificate from his physician, stating him to be too much indisposed to 
attend the court to-day. 

The counsel for the accused then read and submitted to the court an opening of his defence, which 
was annexed to the record and marked (—). 
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Charles S. McCauley, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, a witness produced on the part 
of the accused, being duly sworn according to law, and interrogated on behalf of the accused, deposes 
and says: 

I went to Cadiz in May, 1825, under Le Roy, Bayard, and McEvers, to take command of the Canton. 
I assumed the command of her and brought her home to New York. She had on board nine or ten bales 
of goods, including the sample box; they were landed at New York. They appeared on the manifest of 
the vessel as part of the cargo which had been put on board her at New York before she went to the 
Pacific. They were silk goods—damask. 

I have sailed with Capt. Decatur. He gave me leave of absence on a furlough to go to India, [ 
was on my private business, and was absent about eighteen months. When I reported myself to the 
Department I was informed I had been kept on the books, and surprise was expressed at my having been 
absent. I received half pay during the time. 

I remember bringing home $10,000 in the Constellation, under the command of Capt. Ridgely, from 
Valparaiso, for my father, Mr. John McCauley. That was the money sent home by Capt. Stewart. 





Lieut. Wm. F. Hunter called on behalf of the accused: 


There was some money on board the Franklin belonging to Le Roy, Bayard & Co., of New York; 
some belonging to Capt. Basset, an American captain who had sold his ship; and some to Capt. Baldwin 
of the brig Cora, which was sent on board the Cora on the afternoon of the day she sailed; it was sent 
by one of the midshipmen. He brought word that the captain of the Cora was not ready for it then, but 
would send word when he was ready. The boat remained alongside until about sundown; as he had sent 
no word, the money was hoisted on board again. I think between nine and ten o’clock Captain Baldwin 
came himself on board. I called the commodore up; he had gone to bed. The captain insisted on the 
money being sent on board at that time; threatened the commodore to prosecute him when he got home 
if he did not send it. The boat was then manned, and the money sent on board. Mr. Goldsborough was 
the officer who went. The captain said his boat would not carry it; we must send it in our boat. The 
Cora was then under way. I think tkere was from $50,000 to $60,000. The money of Le Roy, Bayard 
& Co. came on board at Quilea or Arica; that of Captain Basset came from the Dolphin; his own money, 
Capt. Baldwin had brought on board at different times in his own boats from his own ship. 

I never saw money brought on board the Franklin, about the persons of individuals; I have known 
it brought in bags, belts, and handkerchiefs. Captain Baldwin was the only person that I recollect who 
brought money on board in that way. The captain said, “I have heard it said by many of them that 
they brought their money down from the interior in belts, to save it from being robbed. Reports were 
frequent of persons being stripped to ascertain whether it was carried in that way, by robbers between 
Callao and Lima. One in particular I remember, the secretary of the Baron Mackan, the commander of 
a French frigate, was thus treated. 

The boarders, firemen and sail-trimmers were frequently exercised at sea, at evening quarters, at 
times when the guns were not cast loose. The marines were frequently landed by permission of the 
governments there and exercised on shore. At St. Juan Fernandez, they were also frequently exercised 
on shore. I was a lieutenant on board the Constitution, during the war, under the command of Commo- 
dore Stewart. Her guns were never deficient. Her guns were not more frequently exercised than those 
of the Franklin, nor do I think the men were more frequently exercised at general quarters. Commodore 
Stewart carried out with him a carriage for the accommodation of his family, and a coachman. 

Between the time of the arrest of Lieutenant Sands and the arrival of the United States, there were 
four commissioned lieutenants attached to the Franklin. Part of the time I was sick on shore; when I 
came on board, Lieutenant Hammersley was put in charge of the Amanda. From the time I rejoined the 
Franklin until shortly before we sailed from Callao, on our return home, the Dolphin was not with us. 
When the wine was purchased from the Canton, it was procured for the purpose of giving to the officers. 
The midshipmen had been much in the habit of giving their liquor to the men; some of them got drunk, 
and we lost two or three overboard. The wine was procured on this account to be given to the officers 
as a substitute for spirits. Some of the stores laid in at New York, particularly paints and oil, were of 
a very bad quaility. It became necessary to procure other to enable it to stand the period of time allowed 
by the regulations of painting. 


Cross-examined by the judge advocate: 


While at Valparaiso, the Canton asked permission to have her muskets cleaned on board the Franklin. 
After cleaning them, the cartridges were examined and the balls found too large for the muskets. Capt. 
O’Sullivan requested to have them run over or changed. We were then busy making musket cartridges, 
and my impression and belief is, that his were sent on board, and exchanged for others. This was the 
understanding and agreement, and I think it was executed. 

By the accused: ‘Pay was always received for the work done by the men on private account, and 
distributed among them. I was present and saw the men employed upon the schooners, paid to their 
satisfaction by Commodore Stewart.” Look at the paper shown you. It is in the handwriting of a man of 
the name of Elliot, the master’s clerk, and is the account of the articles received from the Pearl, annexed 
and marked (—). 


William Horner, being duly sworn, according to law, and interrogated on the part of the accused, 
deposes and says: I was on board the Franklin in the Pacific. I was a quartermaster at sea, and the 
commodore’s coxswain in harbor. A carriage was put on board the Franklin, by the commodore, at New 
York, for his own use, and a coachman. Mr. Stewart used itatCallaoand Lima. There were two horses 
taken down from Valparaiso to Quilea; when they were landed, they had nothing but bare halters on them. 

I was a captain of a gun, on board the Franklin; that gun was in the cabin, and therefore not regu- 
larly exercised; it was, however, kept in good order, and the men belonging to it were exercised at 
another gun. The guns I believe were always kept in a state for action. 

The horses taken on board at Valparaiso were taken on board at a public dock-yard, by a crane at 
the place. They were good horses for that country—not what could be called fine horses. 

The court adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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Wepnespay, October 31. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court 
(excepting Captain Henly), the judge advocate and Captain Stewart. A communication was received 
from Captain Henley, stating a continuance of his indisposition would prevent his attendance. 


Eliphalet Smith, a witness produced on the part of the accused, being duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says: 

Question. Were you in the Pacific at the time of the arrival of Captain Stewart there in the Frank- 
lin? How long had you been there, and in what vessel did you go out? 

Answer. 1 arrived in the Pacific in the brig Macedonia, of Boston, about the middle of the year 1818, 
and continued there until after the return of the Franklin. 

Ques. Did you go to Valparaiso on hearing of the arrival of Captain Stewart there; and for what 
purpose did you go? 

Ans. I went up to Valparaiso from Molliendo in the Constellation frigate, with documents to aid 
Commodore Stewart to reclaim property that had been taken from me by Lord Cochrane. 

(Jues. Did Captain Stewart take any measures for your aid in consequence of your application to him, 
and what did he do? 

Ans. He wrote to the minister of state of the government of Chili, and received an answer which 
was transmitted by him to the Government of the United States. 

Ques. Did you at any time go as a passenger in the Franklin; for what purpose, and how long did 
you remain in her? 

Ans. I went as a passenger in the Franklin, from Quilca to Callao, for the purpose of inducing Com- 
modore Stewart to interpose with the government in consequence of a seizure of the brig Macedonian, 
and her cargo, by the government of Lima. I returned back to Quilca in the Franklin, where I should 
have remained, had not Commodore Stewart recommended to me to go to Valparaiso, as he had heard 
there was an officer coming out with dispatches from the Government of the United States, which might, 
perhaps, authorize him to act in the reclamation of the property taken by Lord Cochrane, I returned to 
Quilca in the ship, where I left her. I was not on board her as a passenger afterwards. 

Ques. Did you bring a letter or dispatch from General Ramirez to Captain Stewart, and did you 
take back Captain Stewart’s reply; in what vessel did you take the reply, and did you do so at the request 
of Captain Stewart? 

Ans. When I first went to Valparaiso in the Constellation, I took a letter from General Ramirez, who 
was at that time commander of the southern provinces of Peru, under the royal government. I delivered 
the letter to the commodore. Some time after he mentioned that he was about returning an answer to 
General Ramirez, and asked me if I would take it down, which I did, in the Dolphin. 

Ques. Was it a convenience to Captain Stewart, and saving of expense to the United States, that 
you should take Captain Stewart’s dispatch to General Ramirez, rather than it should be sent by an 
officer of the Franklin? 

Ans. It was so far a convenience that I could translate the letter to General Ramirez, and there was 
no one at Arequipa who could. It was so far a saving to the Government of the United States, as the 
Dolphin would have been compelled to remain a number of days on the coast, for the captain to have 
procured a passport for the officer who might carry the dispatch. The expense of the officer in going up 
and returning, which would have been very considerable, was likewise saved. I was going there upon 
business of my own, and received no compensation for the service. 

Ques. Did you purchase the cargo of the Canton or any part thereof; of whom, where, and when, 
and on what terms? 

Ans. I purchased the greater part of the original cargo of the Canton, in Valparaiso, of Captain 
John O'Sullivan, on the following terms: I was to give him a certain percentage on his original invoices, 
provided he delivered the cargo at Arica or Quilca. In my agreement with him, it was likewise under- 
stood that I should be at liberty to fill up the ship, if there should be any room, with any other goods of 
my own freight, free. I was to put the proceeds of this cargo on board the Franklin, within two months 
after the delivery of the cargo. 

(Jues. Was the cargo thus purchased delivered to you at Arica and Quilca, and was it landed with 
the permission and under the authority of the collectors of the custom houses at the places of landing, 
and what did the cargo consist of ? 

Ans The cargo consisted of English, German, and French dry goods; some wine. It was landed 
under a special license from the Vice-King of Peru, and delivered into the custom houses of Arica and 
Arequipa. 

Ques. What were the proceeds of the sales of the cargo, in what did it consist, and was it taken on 
board the Franklin with the knowledge and consent of the collectors of the customs? 

Ans. The proceeds were, I think, about $300,000, which consisted of specie and bullion; they were 
taken on board the Franklin, with the permission of the Vice-King, with the knowledge and consent of 
the collector of the customs at Arequipa. 

Ques. Were the said proceeds brought from the interior of the country? How far? Were they put 
on board the Franklin by night or by day? If the former, why was it done so? Was it for the purpose 
of concealinent from the custom house officers, or was it with the knowledge and consent of the collector 
of the customs? 

Ans. The proceeds went from Arequipa, which is 30 leagues from the coast. It arrived on the coast 
sometimes by day, sometimes at night—most generally the latter, and on its arrival was immediately 
taken on board the Franklin. At the time that money was shipped, it was exposed, if it remained on the 
coast, to patriot crusiers; and, as Commodore Stewart told me he would not protect the property on 
shore, I was anxious to get it on board. I generally advised when it would arrive; no concealment was 
designed. There was always a custom house officer placed by the government at Quilca, for the purpose 
of preventing smuggling, who came down with the money and delivered it to me. 

Ques. Had Captain Stewart an interest or concern directly or indirectly in the Canton or her cargo, 
to your knowledge; or was he at any time during his command in the Pacific, interested; or had he any 
concern or profit in any purchase, speculation in merchandise, vessels, or otherwise, with you or with any 
other person to your knowledge, directly or indirectly? 
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Ans. He had none. 

Ques. Did the Canton land any arms or munitions of war at Quilca or Arica? Had she any on board 
when she sailed from Valparaiso, tor those ports? 

Ans. I do not know; she landed none to my knowledge. 

Ques. Do you know anything of two horses taken on board the Franklin, at Valparaiso, and landed 
at Quilca? Were they taken with the knowledge of the governor or other officer at Valparaiso? To 
whom were they delivered at Quilca? What equipments had they? 

Ans. I bought the horses at Valparaiso; one fur Commodore Stewart, one for myself. I believe Mr, 
Hogan obtained permission from the Governor of Valparaiso to ship them. At any rate, they were 
shipped off at the public arsenal. They had no equipments whatever. They were carried down to Quilca 
in the Franklin. I presented one of them, in the name of Commodore Stewart, to a Spanish merchant, by 
the name of Cotera. It was designed by the commodore, as a return for some silver baskets which Mr, 
Cotera had presented to Mrs. Stewart. The other, which belonged to myself, 1 took to Arequipa, and 
gave it to a friend of mine. I believe they never got north of Cusco. 

Ques. Did you offer the accused an interest in a commercial speculation, which promised a consider- 
able profit to him; and did he refuse it? 

Ans. I made an offer to Commodore Stewart, of an interest in a number of speculations, more parti- 
cularly in a cargo of wool, which I purchased some time before I left the country. I mentioned to him, 
that as the wool was going immediately from the coast, it could not in the slightest degree implicate him. 
His reply was, that although he considered himself as having a right to employ his money in a speculation 
of that kind, yet, morally speaking, he could not feel himself justified. 

Ques. Did you go in the United States schooner Dolphin to any, and which of the ports of the 
Intermedios; and by whose permission did you go? Did you take any and what goods or samples of 
goods with you? Was it to sell them? Did you actually sell or offer for sale any of said goods? Were 
the said goods or samples taken on board the Dolphin by the permission or with the knowledge of the 
said Charles Stewart? 

Ans. I went in the Dolphin, as I have before mentioned, at the request of Commodore Stewart; first 
to Arica, and thence to Molliendo. I took, with my baggage, two trunks, containing samples of goods 
which I had previously purchased at Valparaiso. I took no goods for sale; neither did I offer any for sale 
while on board the Dolphin. I was landed from the Dolphin at Molliendo, and took with me, to Arequipa, 
all my baggage, with these two trunks of samples. ‘They went on board the Dolphin, as my baggage, 
without the knowledge or permission of either Commodore Stewart or Captain Connor. 

Ques. Where money or bullion was put on board ships-of-war, in the Pacific, for deposit or trans- 
portation, was a receipt or bill of lading given therefor, signed by the commander; and did said receipts 
and bills of lading pass for so much cash for the purchase of goods? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. Did you know a man named Madrid? Was he on board the Franklin? When, where, and how 
did he come on board? Where did he leave her? 

Ans. He came on board at Callao. I know it from Mrs. Stewart’s sending for me to come into the 
cabin as the ship was getting under way, and holding a note in her hand which she observed she had 
received from a female friend in Lima, recommending this person, Madrid, to her protection. She asked 
my opinion about his remaining on board, and her protecting him. 1 told her she ought to do no such 
thing without the consent of the commodore. She observed the commodere would probably turn him on 
shore and that he would be shot. I understood from her he was a deserter. After some conversation 
between us, I observed I would go on deck, and if the boat in which he had come was alongside, he must 
get into her and leave the ship, or I would inform the commodore of his being there. When I got on deck 
I found that the boat had shoved off, and was from half to three-quarters of a mile from the ship. I 
therefore thought no more of him until the ship arrived at Quilca, where he went on shore. I was landed 
at Molliendo; went up to Arequipa; was absent seven or eight days. When I returned to Quilca, he 
was still on board the ship. Mrs. Stewart, after my return from Arcquipa, sent for me into the cabin and 
observed to me, I wish you would get this man out of the ship. I asked what man? She replied, what, 
have you forgot all about him, the man who came on board at Callao. I asked if the Franklin had not 
boats enough to get him on shore? She said yes, but she did not like to ask the lieutenants to put him 
ashore, and asked me whether I could not procure a boat from some other vessel, which I did. I bor- 
rowed a boat, went on board the Franklin, went into the cabin and told Mrs. Stewart there was a boat 
alongside the ship that would take the man ashore. Whether I went ashore in the boat I cannot recol- 
lect; he. however, went off in it. I saw him about ten or twelve days after at Arequipa. I fell in with 
him on the grand square. He appeared in the same dress he had on board the ship, which was a very 
mean one. I know nothing more of him than what I have stated. 

Ques. Did you get a saw from the Franklin? When and where did you get it? Was it returned; 
when and where? 

Ans. I got a saw at Quilca, under the promise of returning it at Valparaiso, where I thought I 
should be able to purchase another. When I arrived a Valparaiso, I was not able to procure one, and 
got a friend to write up to St. Jago, about thirty leagues distant, to ascertain if I could purchase one 
there. Not being able to obtain one, I took the earliest opportunity, on my arrival in the United States, 
to have a new saw purchased and deposited in the Navy yard, at New York, for which I have a receipt. 

Ques. Do you know of any instances where Commodore Stewart refused to detain the ship for the 
purpose of receiving moneys or bullion on its way from the mines of Arequipa to the Franklin? if yea, 
state the times and circumstances. 

Ans. Ido. I was authorized by a number of persons at Arequipa, Americans and Englishmen, to 
make the commodore this proposition, when he was about to sail from Quilca, that if he would remain 
from fourteen to twenty days, they would be ready to put on board the Franklin about $500,000; and if 
the money did not come down in that time, I obligated myself to be responsible to the commodore for the 
freight. His reply was, public service is before private interest, and he refused to wait. I know like- 
wise of an application being made to him by an English gentlemen, by the name of Turner, who asked 
his permission to go down to Lima from Arica, as a passenger in the ship, and to take with him 
about $70,000. The commodore told him he would take the money, but could not give him a passage. 
He observed, that if he could not go himself he should not ship the money. He did not go in the ship; 
whether he shipped the money I do not know. . 





—————— 
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Examined by the judge advocate: 

Question. Was any part of the original cargo of the Canton landed at Valparaiso? Of what did it 
consist? 

Answer. I believe some was landed, but I do not know of what it consisted. 

Ques. Do you know whether any arms were carried from Valparaiso in the Pear! or any other ship 
that sailed about the same time with the Franklin, and where the same were landed? 

Ans. I do not. 

Ques. Do you know whether any arms were landed from the Pearl at Quilca or Arica, or transhipped 
from her on board the Canton at either of those places? 

Ans, I do not. 

(ues. Were you ever requested by Commodore Stewart to board vessels or perform other duties 
properly belonging to officers, other than the carrying the dispatch from him to General Ramirez, of 
which you have spoken? 

Ans. I was not. 

Ques. Do you know of any instances in which Commodore Stewart refused to give convoy or protec- 
tion to American vessels, or to citizens of the United States engaged in a fair and lawful trade? 

Ans. I do not. 

Ques. (By the accused.) Did Commodore Stewart make you pay the expenses of the officer who 
carried the dispatch to the supreme director from Valparaiso to Santiago? 

Ans. He did. 

On the part of the accused, sundry documents were then read to the court, annexed to the record, 
and marked (—). 

The court then adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 


Tuurspay, September 1. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment. Present: all the members of the court (excepting Cap- 
tains Henley and Wadsworth, both of whom were detained from the court by indisposition), and the 
judge advocate. Mr. Hopkinson, as counsel for Captain Stewart, apologized for the absence of the 
accused, stating that he was very much indisposed, and requesting that the residue of the documents 
might nevertheless now be read. The court acceded to this proposition, and the reading of the documents 
was continued, and the same were annexed to the record and marked (—). 

After concluding the reading of the documents, the court, being informed that the defence would be 
prepared by ten o’clock to-morrow morning, adjourned till that time. 


Fripay, September 2. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. Present: all the members of the court, 
the judge advocate, and Captain Stewart. 
The defence was then read to the court by Mr. Taylor, one of the counsel for the accused, annexed 


to the record, and marked (—). 

The court having been cleared, proceeded to deliberate upon the charges and specifications, evidence 
and defence, and having maturely considered the same, and formed its opinion upon each and every of the 
matters of accusation, in order that the judge advocate might reduce the same to form, the court 


adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Saturpay, September 3. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. The judge advocate read and submitted 
to the court the record of the opinion, finding, and sentence of the court upon the several charges and 
specifications against the accused, which, being approved and signed by the court, was directed to be 
transmitted to the Department, with the minutes of the proceedings of the court, whereupon the court 


adjourned till ten o’cluck on Monday morning. 
JAMES BARRON, President. 


Ricuarp 8. Coxe, Judge Advocate. 





At a general court-martial, convened at the city of Washington on the eighteenth day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, by virtue of a precept from the honorable the Secretary of the 
Navy, bearing date the seventeenth day of August instant. Present: Captain James Barron, president; 
Captains William M. Crane, Robert T. Spence, John D. Henley, Jesse P. Elliot, Stephen Cassin, James 
Renshaw, Thomes Brown, Charles C. P. Thomspon, Alexander S. Wadsworth, George W. Rodgers, and 
George C. Read, members; and Richard S. Coxe, judge advocate. 

This court having fully and maturely investigated the matters submitted to it in the case of Captain 
Charles Stewart, and considered the charges and specifications, the evidence and the defence of the accused 
proceeded, this third day of September, in the year aforesaid, to which time the court had been adjourned 
from day to day, to determine upon the same; and after such deliberation, it is of opinion that the first 
and second specifications, and the first charge, are not proved, as it alleges that the said Captain Stewart 
did prevent the captain of the Peruvian brig Belgrano from taking and sending in, for adjudication, the 
American ship the Canton, then engaged in a lawful trade; that in so doing, the said Charles Stewart 
was acting in strict obedience to his duty, as indicated both in his instructions and by the laws of nations; 
and that his conduct on this occasion was highly meritorious and praiseworthy. The court is also of 
opinion that the residue of the specifications is not proved. The court is also of opinion that the fourth, 
fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth specifications are not proved. It is of opinion that the tenth speci- 
fication is so far proved as it alleges the purchase of the articles therein mentioned to have been made 
from the Canton, but the court is decidedly of opinion that there was no impropriety in the act; that it 
was proper and correct; and that the residue of the specification is not proved. In relation to the eleventh 
specification, the court is of opinion that it is so far proved as it relates to the employment of the carpenters 
and other persons attached to the Franklin in the manner stated; but it is also of opinion that such employ- 
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ment was, in all cases to which the proof reaches, proper, consonant to the practice of the service, and in 
every view perfectly unobjectionable, and that the residue of the specification is not proved. The twelfth 
specification is not proved. The thirteenth is so far proved as that it is shown by the testimony that the 
said Eliphalet Smith was, on one occasion, employed, as a matter of convenience to Captain Stewart, and 
in aid of the public interests, to carry a dispatch, which had no other than public objects, and that this 
employment of Captain Smith was designed for the public good, and has not the remotest reference to, or 
effect upon, any other interests, and that the residue of the specification is not proved. The court is also 
of opinion that the fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth specifications are not proved. The seventeenth is so 
far proved as it relates to the building of three small schooners, with the aid of the carpenters of the Frank- 
lin, but not out of government property; that this was in the judicious and faithful exercise of an unques- 
tionable right; and that the individuals thus employed, were thus employed by their own free choice, for 
their own benefit, and compensated for their labor. It is also of opinion that the eighteenth specification 
is proved; but the act therein alleged is in conformity with the practice of the service, in fulfillment of one 
of the duties which public vessels owe to the commercial interests of the nation, and essentially useful and 
necessary. In the circumstances accompanying this particular act, it was wholly unobjectionable, and 
not attended with any loss or injury to the public. The nineteenth specification is also proved in point 
of fact; but this likewise is deemed by the court one of those acts in which the convenience and comfort 
of those engaged in commerce may be essentially promoted without the slightest public injury, and that 
in this instance it was wholly unobjectionable. As regards the twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-second, 
and twenty-third specifications, it is the opinion of the court that the said Weaver was absent from the 
Franklin, with a permission granted on proper and sufficient grounds, till the arrival of the Franklin at 
Callao, on or about the Ist of August, 1822; that subsequent to this period he was absent without leave; 
that the muster-rolls transmitted to the Department did not precisely accord with those on board the 
Franklin, but the variances between them were wholly immaterial, suchas could not have been designed, 
because not calculated to produce the smallest inconvenience or injury, and which tlie court believes were 
purely accidental; nor can the court perceive any grounds upon which to attribute this mistake, innocent 
and unimportant as it was, to any inadvertance of the accused. It is also of opinion that the muster roll 
approved in November, 1824, was approved in a regular manner, and at a proper time; that the entry 
contained in it corresponded with the fact and with the information previously communicated to the Depart- 
ment. The court is likewise of opinion that the twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh, 
twenty-eighth, and twenty-ninth, the only remaining specifications of the first charge, are not nor is either 
of them proved, and it does adjudge and declare that the said Charles Stewart is nor eviury of the first 
charge. 

The court is likewise of opinion that the first, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh specifications of 
the second charge are not proved, and that the second specification is only so far proved as is set forth, 
in the opinion of the court, upon the third specification of the first charge, and therefore does pronounce 
and adjudge that the said Charles Stewart is Nor euttry of the second charge. 

The facts set forth in the first specification of the third charge have already been passed upon by the 
court, in its opinion upon the twentieth specification of the first charge, and reference is therefore made 
to the finding of the court thereupon. The second and third specifications are not proved. The court 
does, therefore, adjudge and declare that the said Charles Stewart is Nor curity of the third charge. 

In relation to the specification of the fourth charge, it is the opinion of the court that the same is 
not proved, and therefore the said Uharles Stewart is adjudged and declared Nor 6vity of the said fourth 
charge. 

In terminating a trial which has awakened so general and so deep an interest, and in submitting the 
result to the Executive, the court trusts that the peculiar character of the accusations which have been 
investigated will furnish an excuse for appending to the record a few remarks. 

When rumors and reports are widely and industriously disseminated, calculated to impair the high 
standing and usefulness of an officer in whom great trust and confidence have been reposed, it becomes 
the duty of the Executive to afford to such officer, by the convention of a proper tribunal, an ample 
opportunity of vindicating himself before the world. To afford this opportunity, and to preserve from 
the insidious effects of unmerited reproach a reputation dear to the nation, won by the honorable services 
of seven and twenty years, to extinguish prejudices and suspicions created by misrepresentations or 
misconceptions of public agents and private individuals, and finally to do all which the laws, which 
justice and which honor exact, this court has been convened. 

Charges and specifications have been preferred, embracing all the accusations made against Captain 
Stewart; an investigation has been made into their truth. It has been conducted by the judge advocate 
in the most exemplary manner, yet with a minuteness and fullness calculated to leave no doubt or cloud 
of suspicion resting upon the character of the accused. This investigation has produced what was 
desired by Captain Stewart, and intended by the Executive, a development of all the important trans- 
actions attending the late cruise of the Franklin in the Pacific, and the principles and motives which 
guided the conduct of her commander. These charges and specifications the court has adjudged not to 
be proved—to be, in some respects, utterly groundless, and in others to have originated in a misconcep- 
tion or misrepresentation of the most innocent and meritorious acts, and Captain Stewart has been most 
fully and most honorably acquitted of every, even the slightest impropriety. 

The court, however, conceives that the peculiar character of the accusation is such that it would not 
render that full measure of justice which is required at its hands, by a simple judgment of acquittal. It 
is therefore impelled by a sense of duty to go farther and to nake unhesitatingly this declaration to the 
world, that so far from having violated the high duties of neutrality and respect for the laws of nations; 
so far from having sacrificed the honor of the American flag or tarnished his own fair fame by acting 
upon any motives of a mercenary or sordid kind; so far from having neglected his duty or betrayed the 
trust reposed in him, by refusing proper protection to American citizens and property or rendering such 
protection subservient to individual interests, no one circumstance has been developed throughout the 
whole course of this minute investigation into the various occurrences of a three years’ cruise, calculated 
to impair the confidence which the members of this court, the navy, and the nation have long reposed in 
the honor, the talents, and the patriotism of this distinguished officer, or to weaken in any manner the 
opinion which all who knew him entertained of his humanity and disinterestedness. These virtues only 
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low with brighter lustre from this ordeal of trial, like the stars he triumphantly displayed when valor 
and skill achieved a new victory to adorn the annals of our naval glory. 
JAMES BARRON, President. 
W. M. CRANE. 
ROB. TRAIL SPENCE. 
J. D. HENLY. 
J. D. ELLIOTT. 
S. CASSIN. 
JAMES RENSHAW. 
THOS. BROWN. 
CHAS. C. B. THOMPSON. 
ALEX. S. WADSWORTH. 
7EO. W. RODGERS. 
GEO. C. READ. 
Ricnarp 8. Coxr, Judge Advocate. 


The proceedings and sentence of the court are approved; with the exception of the exclusion of 
Samuel Brown as an incompetent witness; the grounds of objection to his testimony, apparent on the face 
of the record, being considered as going to his credibility, and not to his competency. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Wasutneton, September 5, 1825. 





U.S. Sup Franky, Arica, June 22, 1822. 


Sir: You will assume the command and direction of the dispatch boat, and have her rigged, and 
prepared for service. 

When that is accomplished, you will apply to Lieutenant Wm. M. Hunter for the men necessary for 
her navigation. When you have prepared her for service you will report to me, and your instructions 
will be furnished accordingly. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, CHAS. STEWART. 


Lieutenant Henry Henry, U. S. Ship Franklin. 





U.S. Sure Franxuin, Callao, April 23, 1824. 
Sir: You will deliver over to Mr. Nixon the dispatch boat Peruvian, and repair on board the Franklin 
and resume your station. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, CHAS. STEWART. 


Lieutenant H. Henry. Present. 





U.S. Sap Franky, off Quilca, July 24, 1822. 

Sir: You will proceed, with all possible dispatch, to Guyaquil, where you will inform yourself with 
respect to the loss of an American whale ship, said to have taken place on that coast; the property had 
been taken possession of by the government, and the crew placed under restraint. This information was 
received by Captain Ridgely, when last at Lima, from a seaman who said he had belonged to the ship, 
and had made his escape. Should you find this to prove a fact, you will use your best endeavors, by 
strong representations to the authorities, to obtain their release, and a restitution of the property. 

You will also represent to the government at that place, by a suitable note, the case of the American 
schooner Amanda, which vessel was taken possession of by the authorities of Guayaquil, for the purpose of 
transporting their troops, for which no compensation whatever has been made to the owners of that ves- 
sel. You will pay all the respect due to the authorities at the places you may visit, and by no means do 
anything calculated to compromit our neutral attitude. You will obtain from the best sources, and your 
own observation, all the political and commercial information that circumstances will permit, and make 
note of such as may be useful to our government or national interests. You will also ascertain, as far as 
practicable, the real state of the government and country, and the disposition of both towards the United 
States. 

You will make no unnecessary delay in accomplishing these objects and returning off Lima, where 
you will find this sbip or further orders for your guidance, 

Wishing you a pleasant voyage, I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 


CHAS, STEWART. 


P. S.—You will please to ascertain at Guayaquil, if possible, the practicability of an officer passing 
over to Panama with dispatches to Washington; and whether passports can be obtained from the autho- 
rities of that place. 

C.S. 

Lieutenant Henry Henry, commanding the Dispatch Boat. 
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U.S. Sure Frankury, Valparaiso, March 23, 1828. 
Dear Sir: Enclosed you will receive some letters which have come to hand since you left us. On 
your arrival here you will take on board all the provisions, &¢., which you may want, and my letters, &c., 
for this ship or the Dolphin, and come without delay to Quilea, where you will find us, or such further 
directions as may be necessary for your guidance. 
I remain, respectfully yours, CHAS. STEWART. 


Lieutenant Henry Henry, commanding the Peruvian, Valparaiso. 





Lina, March 25, 1823. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose the copy of a note, received last evening from the secretary of state, 
soliciting your stay in port until after the departure of a secret expedition, which I am assured will take 
place in “the course of the present week. As I have not had the pleasure of seeing you, sir, since your 
arrival, I am a stranger to your arrangements, and know not that it may interfere with them; but 
whether so or not, allow me to add that public usage has pointed this out as the mode of interfe ring with 
the sailing of ne utral ships-of-war during any p: articular emergency, and that the courtesy of nations has 
ever given to it a controlling operation. 

I an, sir, with great respect, your most obedient and very humble servant, 


J. B. PREVOST. 
Lieut. Henry, of the Navy of the United States, commanding the Tender Peruvian, Callao. 





Lima, Marse 24, del 1823. 


El ministro de estado y relacions estenines del Peru, tiene la honra de communicar al agente diplo- 
matica de los E. U., Mr. J. B. Provost, que est Preside inte de esta re publica Colombia, que la getita Peru- 
vian, conea del navio Franklin no zerpase del Callao antes de la saleda de la expedicion y debe verific: LES 
pronto; yen casa de conceptuaese sa muy ergonte de la vela, antes del termina designado se verifique 
bayo la palabro de honor del commandante de dicha buque de noticer en punto alguno de los ocupados 
por los enemigos. 

Con este “motivo, el ministro de estada, que subsende mattua et agente diplomatica de los E. U., 
los sentimentos de la mas alta consider racion, y aprecia, 

Firmado, FRANCISCO VALINESA. 


A true copy. 
J. B. PROVOST. 





Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of yesterday’s date, covering a copy 
of one from the minister of state of the. republic of Peru, requesting that the dispatch boat Peruvian 
would wait the sailing of an expedition which you assure me will put to sea this week; and, if this 
request could not be acceded to, that the officer commanding her would pledge his word of honor not 
to touch at any port in possession of the enemies of the republic. I shall abstain from making any 
remarks on the above condition, which is as offensive as it is unprecedented. 

Although it is important the vessel in question should join the Franklin as soon as possible, for 
which purpose she was to have sailed to-day, yet, as I feel satisfied I shall only act in accordance with 
the disposition of Commodore Stewart, by acceding to all reasonable requests of the Peruvian govern- 
ment, the sailing of the Peruvian will be deferred until Tuesday next. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 


(Signed) sia D. CONNER. 
J. B. Prevost, Esq., Special Agent of the United States, Lima. 





U.S. Sup Franky, off Quilca, April 22, 1823. 
Sir: In consequence of the ship Talbot having certainly sailed from Norfolk in November iast, by 
which vessel I have long been expecting dispatches, and as she is in all probability near or at Valparaiso, 
you will proceed to that place with all dispatch, and receive the dispatches and letters for this ship and 
the schooner Dolphin, and meet me at Lima without delay. 
I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
CHAS. STEWART. 
Lieut. Henry Henry, commanding the Dispatch Schooner Peruvian. 





U.S. Snip Frayxutx, Valparaiso, January 12, 18238. 
Sir: You will proceed with the dispatch boat under your command, (after receiving on board Licu- 
tenant Mayo,) with all possible expedition, to Lima, where Lieutenant Commandant Conner will give 
you, for Lieutenant Mayo, any dispatches or letters he may have for the government. You will lose no 
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time at that place by waiting, unless under such circumstances, from important events likely to occur, 
as may be deemed important for the information of the government, Afterwards proceed without delay 
to Panama, and land Mr. Mayo. You will then return to Lima, and in case you hear nothing from me 
after remaining there ten days, you will return to this place. 
Wishing you a pleasant passage, I remain your obedient servant, 
CHAS. STEWART. 
Lieutenant Henry Henry, Dispatch Boat Peruvian. 





U.S. Sure Franxury, Callao Bay, August 4, 1823. 


Sir: You will proceed without delay to Valparaiso, for the purpose of having the provisions for this 
ship in readiness by the first of October next, when I expect to be there, and wish no detention of the 
ship for the want of provisions. You will be guided by your own discretion and view of the state of 
affairs generally whether you return to me or not; but write me your intentions, if any opportunity 
occurs, and I shall be enabled to make my calculations accordingly. 

Wishing you a pleasant passage, I remain your most obedient servant, 
CHAS. STEWART. 

Lieut. Henry Henry, Schooner Peruvian. 





U. S. Sup Frayxury, at sea, February 5, 1824. 


Si: Should you not find any dispatch from the Vice-King for me on your arrival at Quilca, you will 
repair immediately to Valparaiso. You will hold or have no intercourse with Quilca on any other 
subject whatever, neither will you land, or permit any of your people so to do, but send the Arab’s boat 
in to receive any communication there may be. You will not take any letters or communications for any 
persons whatever at that place, and it would be desirable that you should not anchor. 

Wishing you a speedy return to me, I remain your most obedient servant, 
CHAS. STEWART. 

Lieutenant Henry Henry, commanding the Dispatch Schooner Peruvian. 





Unirep Srates Sup Franxury, Valparaiso, March, 15, 1824. 

Sir: You will remain at this place, with the Peruvian under your command, until the arrival of 
Commodore Hull in the frigate United States, to whom you will deliver the accompaning letter, and 
place yourself under his orders, holding the Peruvian in readiness to depart at an hour’s notice. 

The enclosed directions from Lieutenant Commander Conner of the Dolphin, and Lieutenant Ham- 
mersly, commander of the hired armed brig Amanda, you will be pleased to deliver to them as they arrive 
from Chili. , 

Wishing you a speedy restoration to health, I remain your obedient servant, 
CHAS. STEWART. 


Lieut. Henry Henry, commanding Peruvian. 





Pui.aDELpHta, November 4, 1824. 

I hereby certify that the dispatch vessel called the Peruvian, and belonging to me, was wholly and 
exclusively employed in the public service, and for the use of the naval forces in the Pacific, the whole 
period Lieutenant Henry Henry commanded that vessel. 

C. 8. 





Navy Department, November 15, 1824. 


Sir: Your letter of the 11th instant has been received. 

When I had a conversation with you, I made no objection to your claim, because I was not acquainted 
with the facts of the case, nor am I yet perfectly informed upon the subject; but I do not see any reason 
for an additional allowance to you while commanding a very small private vessel. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, 


Lieut. Henry Henry, U. S. Nuvy, Philadelphia. 





Navy Department, November 18, 1824. 
Sir: The papers enclosed in your letter of the 16th instant have changed the views taken by the 
Department of your claim for pay, and I have accordingly directed your account to be allowed. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


The papers transmitted by you are herewith returned. 
Lieut. Henry Henry, U. S. Navy, Philadelphia. 
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Saturpay, June 5, 1824. 


Sir: The officers who had the honor to address you on the 2d inst., (with the exception of Lieutenant 
Ilunter, Mr. Fitzgerald, and Mr. Andrews,) acknowledge the receipt of your answer, and beg leave to 
remark: 

That they who have served under your command nearly three years, and many of them for a much 
longer time, without any public mark of your censure or disapprobation, feel hurt that, at this late period 
they should have entered most willingly and unhesitatingly into the performance of an act which is con- 
sidered by you as officious interference, and evidence of combination, 

Their solicitation was simply the effusion of their sympathy for a fellow officer, of whose sufferings 
they, in a measure, might be considered the cause, inasmuch as the object of his close confinement was 
stated to be the maintenance of the peace of this ship, and the terms of his release that he would pledge 
himself ‘not to provoke, molest, or impede Lieutenant Hammersley, or any other officer of the ship, until 
his case should be finally decided. And understanding that it was your wish to render his situation ag 
little irksome as possible, and anxious that the enforcement of the rigid restrictions imposed on Lieut. 
Sands should not arise from a misapprehension of the relations between him and the officers of the ship 
generally, they deemed that the expression of their sentiments on this subject would not only not be 
looked upon as impertinent, but would be even considered as the fulfillment of an obligation due to their 
commander and their messmate. 

Conscious then, of the correctness and purity of their motive, they most respectfully beg leave to 
disavow the intention of officious interference, and request to be acquitted of the accusation of conduct 
constituting “combination,” which, if merited, would be unbecoming in them as individuals, disgraceful 
to them as officers, and at variance with the high respect due to their commander. 

Commander Cuarves Stewart, commanding United States Ship Franklin. 


U. 5S. Suip Frankuin, at Sea, June 6, 1824. 
Sir: Last evening I received an anonymous letter addressed to me, purporting to come from all the 
officers who addressed a note to me on the 2d inst., with the exception of Lieutenant Hunter, Mr. Fitz- 
gerald and the Rev. Mr. Andrews. 
You will please to transmit to me a categorical avowal or disavowal of this letter having received 
your authority and consent. 
I remain, &c., 


(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 


Copies of the above were sent to Lieutenants E. Ridgeway, TH. W. Ogden, W. J. McCluney; Acting 
Lieutenants J. B. Hall, L. M. Goldsborough; Surgeon T. B. Salter; Lieutenant Commanding John Harris; 
Lieutenant Commanding Charles Grymes; Acting Purser J. Watson; Surgeons’ Mates J. Corzick, R. 
Stevens; Sailing Master E. Peck. 





U.S. Sure Frayxur, June 7, 1824. 
SiR: In giving my consent to a note’s being sent you on the 5th inst., explanatory of the letter which 
was written you on the 2d, I beg leave to say that it was only intended by me as a respectful explanation 
of what I was sorry to learn you were displeased with, wishing to do away with any bad impression on 
your mind; and so anxious am I to assure you that I had not the least idea of offering you offence by any 
part of my conduct, that I am willing to withdraw my name from both communications referred to. 
‘ TO « rare 7 1 res va 1 fr 9] j . € <ON] . tear « if IU 70 Ty 4 
I am w ell aware of the respect due from a junior to a senior officer, and if I have acted inconsistently 
I beg you will attribute my error to the warmth of my feelings in behalf of a friend rather than to any 
disrespectful motive. 
- | have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. OGDEN. 


Commodore CHARLES STEWART. 





U.S. Sure Franky, at sea, June T, 1824. 

Sir: Your note of yesterday, agreeably to your wish, cancels your signature and consent to the let- 
ters of the 2d and 5th instant. 

Your warm feelings professed in that note as a friend of Licutenant Sands ought to be appreciated 
and honored, and perhaps few estimate more such feeling growing and advancing with life between two 
young officers than I do; they are inestimable in every point of view, and ought to be cherished. To you, 
then, who profess those sentiments for him, I may take the liberty of saying how much it is in your power 
to serve him, both by good advice and by good works. With a view, then, to contribute anything in my 
power to promote and cherish this sentiment between you, I can only say that if you find yourself at a 
loss, and will advise with me for his benefit, you will find me disposed to give it freely and to exert my 
authority liberally; and if thereby I can contribute, with yourself or any other of the officers, his friends, 
to bury in the Pacific the griefs and misfortunes of the Pac ific, that you may return through the Atlantic 
to your country with the same unanimity with which you left it, it will afford me great satisfaction. 

I remain, &c., 
(Signed ) CHAS. STEWART. 

Lieut. H. W. Oepen, U. S. Ship Franklin. 





ene ee 
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Unirep Srates Sup Franky, June 4, 1824. 
Sir: It has given me great pain to observe, (in your answer to the ward room officers’ request, that 
Mr. Sands might be released from his close confinement, and admitted to the usual privileges of officers 
under arrest, and to which my name was affixed by me, as one of the signers, ) that you should deem it an 
officious interference, and a combination. Believe me when I assure you, sir, that I had not the most 
remote idea of interfering with your duties, or entering into any combination for that or any other 
purpose; but believing that you would embrace any measure, consistent with your duties, to release Mr. 
Sands from his disagreeable situation, I did suppose that this mediation, as it was simply meant, might 
have some effect. Iwas aware at the time that it might have the appearance of an oflicious interference, 
but was and acted under the impression that you would not view it in that light, and regret exceedingly 
that any act of mine should deserve so severe a censure from a commander whom I so sincerely respect 
and esteem. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 





Unirep States Sup Franxury, at Sea, June 4, 1824. 

Sm: In reply to your note of this date, I can only observe, that there was no other light left me to 
view the joint note of the commissioned officers of this ship than two, viz: that of an officious interfe- 
rence with my duties to preserve the peace and quiet of the ship, or, that the officers considered my 
conduct as reprehensible, from an oppressive, cruel, and lawless confinement of Lieutenant Sands to his 
room, (without sentinel, and with egress and ingress as he thinks proper), and that, by a spontaneous and 
combined expression of their desires in his case, they presumed to drive me from my duties, and make 
any further violent acts he may be guilty of, recoil on me. 

I feel sensible that yourself, as well as several other of the officers, have been decoyed into the act 
by some on board this ship, who have neither the comfort and convenience of Lieutenant Sands, the harmony 
of the ship, or the good of the service at heart. There could be no difficulty with me in penetrating its 
two-fold object, neither of which is honorable to an officer, or reputable to the service. 

I am aware, also, with how little difficulty some designing men can get up a paper, which bears on 
its face and purport an appearance of humanity and goodness; and under this semblance how easy it is 
to decoy a brother officer out of his signature. 

Your explanation is perfectly satisfactory, and I am fully persuaded that the motives which prompted 
you to combine with the other officers, emanated from a superabundance of the milk of human kindness. 
I can therefore only regret, that a necessity should exist at all for the state in which Licutenant Sands is 
placed—but he has reduced himself to it, and it rests only with himself to be released from the contracted 
limits assigned him. 

I remain, very respectfully, 
(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 

Epwarp Firzgeraup, Esq., United States Ship Franklin. 





U. S. Sup Frankuiy, June 7, 1824. 

Sir: In case you should think that I have intentionally been guilty of any disrespect or officious 
interference, I now declare to the contrary, and say that I regret that my conduct should have caused 
you any uneasiness, and am willing even to withdraw my signature from both papers. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, T. B. SALTER. 





U.S. Sup Franxury, af sea, June 8, 1824. 
Doctor T. B. Salter: 
Sir: Your note of yesterday’s date was duly received and fully cancels the authority and 
signature you gave to the letters of the 2d and 5th inst. 
It affords me great pleasure and satisfaction to find you the first ready to restore to your ship her 
character for order and discipline, and who at all times, since you have been attached to her, have 
contributed so largely and so honorably to the reputation she and those belonging to her have acquired. 


I remain, &c., 
(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 





U. S. Sup Frankutn, at sea, June 6, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the reccipt of yours of this day’s date, and in answer have to 
observe that the letter to which you refer was shown to me, and it having met with the approval of my 
messmates generally, and conceiving at the time it was intended to be perfectly respectful, I consented 
to its being sent. I beg leave, sir, further to add, that if anything either as to its form or contents is 
considered differently, I extremely regret it, and disavow any intention on my part of its being otherwise 
than an explanation of my motives for signing the letter addressed to you on the 2d instant, which I 
signed without any previous knowledge of its being in agitation until it was presented to me signed 
by those officers whose names precede mine. ; 

I must regret, sir, that my conduct should mect with the disapprobation of a commander for whom 


I entertain so high a respect. ree 
I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, CHAS. GRYMES. 
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U. S. Sure Franxuiyn, June 6, 1824. 


Sir: That my conduct at any time should meet your disapprobation would have been a source of the 
greatest uneasiness, and that I should be guilty of interfering in duties which did not belong to me, and 
which has (although innocently and without proper reflection) been done, I trust you will not impute 
to a wish, in any way, on my part to form a combination against you, an act which I consider in itself 
diseraceful, and the thought of it has been to me extremely mortifying. With feelings of regret for this 
act, and my general conduet will warrant me in believing you will do away with any unfavorable 


impressions towards me, 


I have the neat to remain, yours, &c., WILLIAM M. iUNTER. 


Commodore CHaRrLEs Stewart. Lresent. 





U.S. Srp Frankuiy, at sea, June 6, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this date, and in answer have to 
observe that the letter to which you re fer was shown to me, and it having met with the approbation of 
my messmates generally, and conceiving at the time it was intended to be perfectly respectful, I con- 
sented to its being sent. I beg leave further to add that if anything, either as to its form or contents, 
is considered differently, I extremely regret it, and disavow any intention on my part of its being other- 
wise than an explanation of my intentions for signing the letter addressed to you on the 2d inst., which I 
signed without any previous knowledge of its being in agitation until it was presented to me, signed by 
those officers whose names precede mine; and looking only to its ostensible object, | affixed my signature 
to it, without any intention that it should bear a different purport. 

Tam now aware that it was an officious interference, entered into without due reflection by me, and 
that it should meet with the disapprobation of a commander for whom I have so 


JNO. HARRIS. 


regret exceedingly 
high a respect and esteem. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 


Commodore CuHas. STEWART. 





U.S. Sup Frankiry, at sea, June 6, 1824. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter bearing this day’s date, and in reply 
beg leave to state that a nofe written you on yesterday, by the officers who addressed you on the 2d inst., 
(with the exception of Lieut. Hunter, Mr. F itzee rald and Mr. Andrews,) in answer to yours of the 3d, 
was transmitted to you with my consent, but not intended to be considered as anonymous, inasmuch as 
it was in explanation of and referred to a former communication, to which my signature was affixed. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
Hi. W. OGDEN. 


Commodore CuarLes Stewart, commanding the Ship Franklin. 





U.S. Sure Franxury, at sea, June 6, 1824. 
Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of this date, and in reply have to observe that I did sane- 
tion a certain letter being sent to you, (bearing date 5th June, 1824;) at the same time I beg leave to 


say it was not my inte ntion it should be considered as anonymous. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


W. J. McCLUNEY, Lieut. U. S. Navy. 
Commodore C, Stewart, commanding U.S. Ship Franklin. 





U. S. Snip Frankury, at sea, June 6, 1824. 


Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and, in answer, have to 
say that I did, in company with others, give my consent to the letter to which you refer; but I must 
most respectiully beg leave to add, that it was not intended to be considered as anonymous or disrespect- 
ful, and I should be sorry if such a construction should be put upon it. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


J. B. HALL. 
To Com. Cuas. Stewart, commanding the U. S. Ship, Franklin. 





U. S. Sure Franky, at sea, June 6, 1824. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of this date, requiring my avowal or disavowal of 
a certain letter transmitted to you last evening, and in reply beg leave to say that the draft of a letter, 
explaining to you the motives which influenced the commissioned officers on board this ship to address 
you on the subject of Mr. Sands, was shown to me, and the sentiments therein contained meeting my 
views of the subject, I gave my consent tu their being communicated to you in any manner that might 
be deemed respectful and proper. 
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The impropriety of sending to you an anonymous communication did not occur to me at the time; 
and as it would be equally improper in me to subscribe to a document (for the identity of which I have 
no voucher, ) if Ican be favored with a perusal of it, I will rectify my error by affixing my signature to 
it, provided the sentiments are the same which were intended to be conveyed in the letter which was 
shown to me. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
J. WATSON. 

To Commodore Cuartes Stewart, &c., &., d&c. 


€ir: The letter to which you refer had my entire authority and consent. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. B. SALTER. 


Com. Cyas. STEWART. 
JUNE 6, 1824. 





U. S. Sure Franky, at sea, June 6, 1824. 

Sir: Your letter of this day’s date has been duly received. In reply, I acknowledge my assent was 
given to the letter you allude to being transmitted to you, not being conscious at the time that it would 
be considered as anonymous or in any feature disrespectful. 

Respectfully, I remain your obedient servant, 
E. PECK. 


Commodore CHARLES STEWART. 





U. S. Sure Frankury, at sea, June 6, 1824. 

Sm: Your letter of to-day has this moment been handed to me. In reply, I have to acknowledge 
that the letter you received yesterday from the officers of the ward room was sent by my consent, but 
not under an impression that it would be considered as anonymous. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EBEN’R RIDGEWAY. 

Commodore CHARLES Srewarr. 





U. S. Sure Frankun, at sea, June 6, 1824. 


Sir: In answer to your letter, bearing date this day, I have the honor to inform you that I was one 
of those who addressed you a letter last evening, in answer to yours of the 3d inst., with a view of 
assuring you that our motive for writing the letter of the 2d instant was not officious, and regretting that 
the imputation of a combination should have been alleged against us, and requesting of you, as we con- 
ceived, in a respectful and becoming manner, to acquit us of the accusation. 

I, however, beg leave to state that Ido disavow any intent, on my part, of the letter being anony- 
mous, and regret exceedingly it should be considered so by you. 

It was considered by me (in common with the rest) as being addressed in a polite and perfectly 
respectful way, and in one that was most foreign from my intention, either to incur your displeasure or 
disapprobation. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS M. GOLDSBOROUGH, Acting Lieut. under your command. 


Com, Cuas. Stewart, commanding U. S. Ship Franklin. 





U.S. Sure Franky, June 6, 1824. 


Sir: I was requested, last evening, to read a letter, to be addressed to you by the commissioned 
officers of the ship, proposing to explain the motives which induced them to address the one of the 2d 
instant; that they did not mean to be officious, or interfere in any manner with your duties as our com- 
mander, but were governed solely by humanity towards Mr, Sands. I thought it would remove your 
impression respecting our conduct, and gave to it my consent and authority. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES CORNICK. 


re] 


Com. Cuas. Stewart, U. S. Ship Franklin. 





U.S. Sup Franky, June 6. 


Sir: I beg leave, very respectfully, to request that, if I have unconsciously infringed on the respect 
due to my commander, I may be acquitted of the offence, as it never was my intention to interfere officiously 
on subjects connected with his duties and irrelevant to mine. If, therefore, he thinks the papers which 
he has received from the commissioned officers of this ship, and which received my consent and authority, 
to be exceptionable, I beg he may withdraw my name from them. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


RICHARD STEVENS. 


Com. CnarLes Stewart. 
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U.S. Sup Franxury, at sea, June 6, 1824. 
Sir: In compliance with your requisition, I have to state that a letter, such as is designated in your 
note of to-day, did receive my authority and consent yesterday. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD STEVENS. 
Com. CHARLES STEWART. 





U.S. Sup Fraykiry, at Sea, June 7, 1824. 
To the ward room officers of the U. S. ship Franklin: 

GentLEMEN: For the honor and reputation of our navy, to which I have devoted the largest portion 
of my life, and in the welfare of which IT have at all times felt and taken so deep an interest, T was in 
hopes that the letter I received on the evening of the 5th inst., in so anonymous a shape and so dis- 
respectful a manner, was what I conceived it to be, and the lawless combination of so large a body of 
the officers of this ship had ceased to exist. I find, however, by the replies to my notes, addressed 
yesterday to the several officers, that I have been mistaken, and that this note of the 5th confirmed the 
continuity of the combination, with the exception of three of the gentlemen. That its appearance was 
anonymous, is evident from not a single name being attached to it, who could father it, and that the 
manner was disrespectful, is evident from its having been brought in by my own servant. 

Now for its contents: You say that you feel hurt, after having most willingly and unhesitatingly 
entered into the performance of this act. If, then, gentlemen, you play with daggers and wound yourselves, 
why blame me for your sufferings, and call on me to undo or acquit you of an act which you alone have 
done, and which you alone could undo? I would ask you, gentlemen (‘those at least who have served 
with me nearly three years and more’) what you have discovered in my character or my conduct, that could 
lead you to suppose me possessed of supernatural power, or capable of doing a just act, and then to make 
it unjust by again undoing it? The full force of this insult is not unfelt; it ought not to be passed 
unnoticed; it merits more than silent contempt, but may hereafter be forgotten. Some of those who have 
served under me nearly three years and upwards assume much, nay, much too much, in implying, because 
no public mark of censure or disapprobation has yet appeared, that little or no cause has existed why 
it should appear; or, because I have often passed over slight neglects, not calculated to disturb the 
order and discipline of the hour, that I cannot see, or that they are immaculate; or, that through the 
necessities of the service, I have waived the immediate notice of high offences; or, that through my pos- 
sessing some feelings of humanity (which I have been indirectly charged with wanting, by the note of 
the 2d inst.) 

If some few of the signers of that note have not been similarly situated with Lieutenant Sands long 
ere this, it is because the dereliction of duty was uncombined with outrage, and did not produce a similar 
necessity for it; or, because a wish existed to promote the future welfare of such, by affording them a 
further opportunity of wiping off the past, by the good conduct of the future. Some of you I fully acquit 
heretofore of any offence; many of all but trifling and slight ones, unworthy and unnecessary to be 
noticed—but over the heads of a few indeed the law presses heavy. Do not then cut the stranded cord 
by which it is suspended. In my reply to your note of the 2d inst., I did not scrutinize or desire a dis- 
closure vf your motives. I believed them to be of the best intention on the part of the great majority; 
but I know that no such combination could exist without a head, and I believed you to be acting under a 
deception. 

If we go into an examination of the sufferings of this brother officer, which have called forth such 
sudden sympathy and affection, I would ask, what are they? for you do not point them out in either of 
your notes. Will you allow me to answer them, and if I do not do it justly you are at full liberty to 
add. 

In the first place, he is deprived of his seat at your table for violating the rules of society and decorum; 
he is restrained to limits for a second attack on his and your superior officer; he is under arrest for diso- 
beying my orders, and exhibiting a contempt and disregard for the commission the government had honored 
him with; nay, he has since abandoned his limits, contrary to my orders, and gone on an expedition 
where he was not authorized to go; he has angmented the duties of his brother lieutenants, and at one 
period a national ship of the line has been found on the high seas, through casualties, necessities of the 
service, and the dereliction of this officer, with only one commissioned lieutenant on board of her. On 
the other hand, what is this “close confinement,” the alleged cause of his sufferings? The limits of his 
room, with privilege of egress and ingress, as the calls of nature and necessity may require; no inter- 
ference with his intercourse with others has been made, even though it has been carried to a pernicious 
excess. He is not prevented going forward and aft, on the upper gun deck, when and as often as he 
pleases, and his necessity for exercise may require; but it is not to be done at my responsibility, but at 
his own, and so long as he interferes with none in his egress or ingress, he has a right to attend to his 
own necessities; there exists no impediment; he is watched by no sentinel. 

I would now ask you, gentlemen, if this statement is correct, where exists the cause for your 
assemblage, and your call on me to change my course, and the nature of my duties? It cannot exist in 
any human sufferings of his, which I have caused him: or do any appear to exist of which I can relieve 
him? If I examine the voluntary note of Doctor Salter Ido not find it there; if I refer to his sick list, 
neither is it there; if I refer to your joint note, it is not even there; if I look at himself, there it does not 
appear. Perhaps we may find his sufferings in the escape he has made from the severity of his duties. 
He is bleached for the want of burning suns—incommoded by the lack of long and nightly watchings, 
drenching rains, and the chilling cold of southern climes—yet, I fear even here we shall not find the 
cause of those sufferings. The sympathy thus excited, then, cannot exist for him; here, then, is one of the 
deceptions under which you labor; the sympathy, then, is for yourselves (I mean some of you), 

His confinement, you observe, (very justly, ) is owing, in some measure, to yourselves; and although 
you have not yet discovered it, permit me to point it out—it may serve you on some similar, future occa- 
sion, and if it prove a good to your profession you will be enabled to thank me for it. 
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When his misfortunes commenced by his lawless attack on your senior and presiding officer, your 

duty to yourselves, to your visitors, and the obligations you owed to the service and your own honor, 
ought to have prompted you instantly to have stopped it, and to have protected your presiding officer 
from the intended insult, and saved your young and thoughtless brother officer from commitment. You 
were all under the protection of the same laws; your commandant was not unwilling to protect you all 
equally, under their authority; you could have told him if Lieutenant Hammersley had used reproachful 
and provoking words towards you—the laws and your commander will give you redress. Do not take the 
laws intou your own hands; respect all by your submission to those supreme laws of the land, enacted 
under the Constitution for which you have received the national sword, and are sworn to support and 
defend. 
Your letter of the 5th insinuates, as an excuse for the first, that you consider it as the fulfillment of 
an obligation due to me and your messmate. I am insensible to any obligations due me on that account. 
If Lieutenant Sands required it of you I am also ignorant, but I presume not, as he knew the moment 
his pledge was received, but divested of the jolly-boat load of reservations which it towed, that moment 
his limits would be increased to the fullest extent of my power. 

Since writing the above, I have received several satisfactory notes, which fully impress me with the 
belief that the officers are becoming convinced of their error, and are returning to a due sense of what 
they owe to the dignity of their own honor and the public interest. I receive them with greater pleasure, 
as the strongest evidence of the rectitude of their hearts, and the very limited error of their heads; they 
cancel all that has passed on this subject, so far as they go, and will contribute to arrest the papers from 
becoming a part of the public archives. Then, let it be buried in oblivion; continue to preserve the con- 
fidence of your country, and the regard with which I am, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 


(Signed) . CHAS. STEWART. 


P. S.—It would have been impossible for me to go into the above ramifications of this affair, and to 
express myself with that candor which belongs to my character, and the occasion seemed to require, 
without, perhaps, awakening some unpleasant feelings. 

It also is due from that candor to assure you that it no less affects myself, and that you must attri- 
bute them to the unpleasant occasion which has called them forth, and not to any unjust or ungenerous 
intention on my part, I shall return an answer to each particular note I have received. C. S. 





U, S. Sure Franky, June 7, 1824. 


Commodore Stewart: 
Sm: In consequence of having placed my name to a certain application sent to you, sir, by the officers 
of the ship, I beg leave to say that I did so without any intention of disrespect, or improper interference. 
If Commodore Stewart thinks my conduct in this case improper, I would be happy to have my name 
immediately withdrawn. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ADRIAN K. HOFFMAN, 





U. S. Sup Frankury, at sea, June 8, 1824. 

Sir: Your perfectly correct conduct, combined with the medical skill and talent which you possess, 
and at all times so readily afforded, since you were appointed by me to act as surgeon’s mate on board 
this ship, had excited in me no small degree of pleasure and satisfaction. 

My surprise was no less excited on finding your name attached to the letter of the 2d inst., both 
because you had not been Lieutenant Sands’ messmate, and stood in a different relation from that of the 
other officers. I therefore, on receiving the letter of the 5th, deemed it most proper to leave you wholly 
at liberty to act for yourself, unembarrassed by any impressions or opinions of mine, fully persuaded 
that you would do whatever appeared to yourself to be right, 

Agrecably to your request, your name stands erased from the letter of the 2d instant. 

I remain, &c., 
(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 

Aprian K. Horruan, Acting Surgeon’s Mate, U. S. Ship Franklin. 





U. S. Sure Frankuiy, at sea, June T, 1824. 


Sir: I trust my explanation to you last evening on the subject of those letters will be perfectly 
satisfactory, and trust you will now permit me to withdraw my signature from them both. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JNO. HARRIS, 


Commodore Cnas. Stewart, commanding U. S. Ship Franklin. 
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_ U.S. Sup Frankuiy, at sea, June 8, 1824. 
Sir: Your notes of yesterday and the day before, have been duly received. _ They are perfectly satis- 
factory, and effectually cancel your name and authority to the letters of the 2d and 5th inst., agreeably 
to your wish, 
I remain, &c., a 
(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 
Lieut, Commandant Joun Harris, commanding the Marine Detachment, U. S. Ship Franklin. 





U.S. Sup Frankury, at sea, June 7, 1824. 

Sir: In addition to my letter of yesterday, I respectfully beg leave to inform you that, having con- 
sidered the matter of our correspondence more maturely, I request to withdraw my signature from both 
communications; believing it to be the most effectual manner of convincing you of the innocence of my 
intention to act officiously, or engage in conduct bearing evidence of combination, 

The motives that influenced me, I trust I have made sufficiently clear in my former letter; and if, 
while acting under the inducement, I should have committed myself so far as to incur your displeasure, 
I hope the request now made will entirely remove such feelings. 

With sentiments of high respect, I remain your obedient servant, 
L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH. 

Commodore Cras. Stewart, 





U.S. Sure Franxuin, at sea, June 7, 1824. 

Sir: I find, with deep concern, that I have offended in signing a paper addressed to you, soliciting 
the enlargement of Mr. Sands’ confinement; and still more so, in consenting to a letter being sent to you 
the day after, explanatory of my motive for so doing. As I had no design of offending in either case, I 
feel myself in duty bound, most explicitly, to disavow the intention; and I am willing, and most anxious, 
if it will remove your impression, to withdraw my name from the original address, as also my consent 
to the letter of explanation, I admit it was an officious interference with your duty, and regret it 
accordingly. 

Most respectfully, I remain your obedient servant, EBEN. RIDGEWAY. 


Commodore CuarLes STewart. 


U. S. Sup Franxury, June 7, 1824. 

Sm: When I gave my consent to a letter being sent you, explaining my motives for having signed 
that which was addressed you on the 2d instant, it was my wish that it should prove satisfactory to you, 
and not intended to give the least offence. I hope therefore, by withdrawing my name from both com- 
munications, to assure you that my object in signing them was not with the view of appearing officious, 
or interfering with the duties of my commander. On the contrary, it is my wish to treat him with every 
respect and consideration; and if I have acted differently from these sentiments, I trust he will ascribe it 
to a want of due reflection, 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
W. J. McCLUNEY, Lieutenant United States Navy. 

Commodore Cuartes Stewart, United States Ship Franklin. 


U.S. Sure Frayxiry, June 7, 1824. 
Sir: I am now fully aware that my signing the letter addressed to you, on the 2d instant, was an 
officious interference on my part, entered into without due reflection, for which I am, sir, sincerely sorry. 
I beg leave, sir, that you will permit me to withdraw my name from both the notes you have received 
from us. 
I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, CHAS. GRYMES. 


U. S. Sup Frankrty, at sea, June 7, 1824. 

Sir: Upon reflection, I am convinced of the impropriety I have committed, by taking a part in the 
communication addressed to you by the commissioned officers of this ship on the 2d inst. That it was 
an officious interference with your duties, I am now fully sensible, and I regret exceedingly that I should 
have been led to the commission of an offence without bestowing a proper reflection upon its impropriety, 
for which I should incur your displeasure. 

In regard to the letter to which I, in common with the other officers, gave my consent, on the 5th 
inst., I must beg leave further to urge the intention of not offending in the smallest degree; but of ex- 
pressing, as we all thought and intended, in the most respectful manner, our regret that we should have 
fallen under your displeasure, by the commission of any offence which bore the smallest mark of combi- 
nation or of interference with your duties, accompanied by a respectful request to be acquitted of the 
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imputation. I now, therefore, express my most sincere regret for any part I have taken in the affair, and 
to convince you that I had no improper intention, 1 will, with your approbation, withdraw my name from 
both the letters. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your most obedient servant, 


I. B. HULL. 
Commodore CHartes Stewart, commanding U. S. Ship Franklin. 





FRANKLIN, June 7, 1824. 


Sir: Being aware of the construction which has been given by you to the letter addressed to you by 
the commissioned officers on board this ship, on the 2d inst., and feeling a conviction that such an act, on 
their part, may very properly be construed into an officious interference with your duties, I beg to assure 
you that my sanction to that letter was given in the full belief that we were only fulfilling the duties 
we owed to you as our commander, and to Mr, Sands as a friend and messmate, and that in such a light 
it would be received. 

I beg leave to add my regret that any act of mine should receive such a construction as to draw 
upon me your displeasure, and as evidence of the innocence of my intention, ai willing to withdraw my 
name from the letter in question. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


I, WATSON. 


To Commodore CuHarLes Stewart. 





U.S. Sup Franxuiry, June 7, 1824. 


Sir: Reflecting upon your construction of the letter of the 5th instant, produced by your answer to 
that of the 2d, I have now to repeat, that it was not only my intention not to give offence, but to declare 
that I am sorry it should have had that effect in the slightest degree, and request that you will allow me 
to withdraw my name from the act itself. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, JAMES CORNICK. 


Commodore CHARLES STEWART. 





U.S. Sup Franky, at sea, June 7, 1824. 

Sir: To evince to you that it was not in my person to become one of a party of combination against 
you, or knowingly subscribe, to be transmitted to you an anonymous letter, I have to request my name may 
be withdrawn from the communications to you from the ward room officers of this ship, bearing date the 
2d and Sth instant. 

Respectfully, I remain your obedient servant, E. PECK. 


Commodore CHarLes STEWART. 





U.S. Sup Franguin, at sea, June 8, 1824. 
Sir: Agreeably to your wish, your note of yesterday cancels your approval of and signature to the 
letters of the 2d and 5th instant. 
I remain, &c., 


(Signoil) CHARLES STEWART. 


Copies were sent to Lieutenants E. Ridgeway, W. J. McCluney, and C. Grymes; Acting Lieutenants 
I. B. Hull and L. M. Goldsborough; Acting Purser J, Watson; Surgeons’ Mates R. Stevens and J. Cor- 
nick; Sailing Master E. Peck. 





U. S. Sup Frankuiy, at sea, June 8, 1824. 
Lieut. Wm, M. Hunter: 

Sm: Your note of yesterday, which I have received, was quite unnecessary, as I had been apprised 
by the letter of the 5th that you had withdrawn yourself from further official interference with the 
subject. 

I remain, &c., 


(Signed) C. STEWART. 





U.S. Sup Frankiry, May 30, 1824. 
Str: I beg leave to inform you that Lieutenant Sands is in need of exercise, other than such as can 


be obtained in his private apartment. 
Respectfully, I am, your obedient servant, THOS. B. SALTER, Surgeon. 


Commodore CuarLes STEWART. 
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U.S. Snipe Frankury, at sea, May 30, 1824. 
Sir: In reply to your note of this date, stating that ‘“ Lieutenant Sands is in need of exercise other 
than can be obtained in his private apartment,” I have to observe that Lieutenant Sands was informed, 
long since, of the conditions on which the greatest indulgence of liberty for exercise, both on board and 
on shore, would be extended towards him; and when the cause of his limited confinement was explained, 
he did not see fit then to embrace the generous offer, preferring to take the law into his own hands, to 
yielding to it and preserving the peace and quict of this ship. 
Since then conviction has followed the offence, but notwithstanding this circumstance, I again renew 
to him, through you, the offer of the privilege of either gun decks fur exercise, on the same conditions, 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C.5. 
To Doctor T. B. Satter, U.S. Ship Franklin. 


U.S. Simp Franky, Jay 31, 1824. 

Str: I have received a letter from Lieutenant Sands, in answer to the proposal you made to him. He 
refuses to bind himself by any other pledge than the one already given, under the belief that it would 
degrade his standing in society. 

I did not intend that my note to you, of yesterday’s date, should have relation to any course of con- 
duct adopted by Lieutenant 8. It was written without his solicitation or knowledge, and in execution 
of the part I have to perform towards all those who may come under my official superintendence, without 
reference to circumstances that are not for my consideration, 

Mindful of the confidence I ought to deserve, and which, I trust, you repose in me, and my duty to 
the officer, the subject of this communication, I take the liberty to repeat the recommendation already 
made, with the hope that it may be in your power to comply with it, without infringement of the proper 
and just discipline of service. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedicnt servant, THOS. B. SALTER, Surgeon. 


( ommodore CHas. STEWART. 


U.S. Sm Franxiry, Valparaiso, October 9, 1823. 


Sir: I have been under the necessity of sending Lieutenant Sands to his room. The circumstances 
which led to so disagreeable an alternative are these: While attending to the opening of some packages 
in the ward room, which had been previously placed there, and as near midships as possible, and entirely 
out of the common walk, I was jostled by him several times. I conceived, from circumstances at the 
time, that it was intentionally done, for the purpose of provoking me to commit myself, and mildly 
requested him not to run against me, “leaving him full seven or eight feet for his walk,” when he again 
repeated it, commanding me to stand out of his way, at the same time making use of most scurrilous and 
reproachful expressions towards me before several of the servants and others. Conceiving it to be my 
duty to put a stop to a course of conduct so disgraceful and injurious to the service, I made no retort, 
but called on Lieutenant Harris, of marines, and directed him to send Mr. Sands to his room. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. HAMMERSLEY, Liewtenane. 


Commodore CuarLEs STEWART. 





U.S. Sup Frayxkuy, Valparaiso Bay, October 9, 1823. 

Sm: I avail myself of the right given me in the 5th article; under the head of regulations and 
instructions relative to the United States naval service, most respectfully to say, that I conceive myself 
agerieved and oppressed by suspension from duty, while an officer, as deeply implicated, and I believe 
it will appear, on proper investigation, more in fault than myself, is suffered to proceed as if no miscon- 
duct could be alleged against liim, and permitted to enjoy every liberty of which Lam deprived. 1 think 
my case a hard one; and when [assure the commodore that, in the affair in question, I have neither been 
the aggressor or challenger, believe that he will not persevere in a course of conduct so different from 
that high-toned sense of justice which has so long characterized his public proceedings. 

~ With sentiments of great respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 


JOSHUA RR. SANDS. 


Franxutn 74, Valparaiso Bay, October 9, 2 P.M. 
Sir: Iam under the necessity of again addressing you. Since one o’clock I have been confined to 
my state room, a resort, Mr. Arthur says, only justifiable in cases of a most criminal nature, 
~ T know not what representations may have been made to you, sir; but would most respectfully 
suggest the propriety of endeavoring to get at facts through a medium that would have at least the 
appearance of a disposition to show me that justice which, ou fair represeutation, I am willing to believe 
you will extend to me. 
Very respectfully, I am your obedient servant, JOSHUA R. SANDS. 


To Commodore CuarLes Stewart, Commander U.S. Forces in Pacific Ovean. 
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U. S. Sup Frangury, Valparaiso Bay, October 9, 1823. 

Sm: In reply to your note of this date, I have only to observe that I have no intention whatever to 
aggrieve or oppress you, and if, in the course of the execution of the duties and obligations 1 owe to the 
service, as well as obedience I owe to the orders of the government, I should, at any time, do you injus- 
tice, | can have no objection whatever to your just claims to rights, and the protection of those laws 
which I may have violated towards you. No person whatever is implicated in the cause of your present 
suspension, or have I any complaints against any other, 

Your conduct towards Licut. Hammersly shall be a subject of inquiry so soon as circumstances 
will permit, and be assured nothing will give me greater pleasure than to see your conduct on that occa- 
sion divested of the violations of law and order with which it appears to be combined. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) C. STEWART. 

Lieut. J. R. Sanps, Franklin 74. 


U.S. Simp Franky, Valparaiso Bay, October 9, 1823. 

Sir: i have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter bearing this day’s date. I shall 
await with patience the decision of my country on my conduct, in any affair that has transpired since the 
Franklin lett the United States. 

With every mark of respect due from a subaltern to a superior officer, 
I remain your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA R. SANDS. 
To Com. Cuas. Srewart, Com. U. 8S. Ship Franklin. 





U.S. Sup Franxuty, Valparaiso Bay, October 10, 1823. 

Sir: Tlast evening addressed a note informing you of my close confinement. Although the time 
elapsed has been but a few hours, and in the common-place affairs of service I could not ere this have 
expected an answer; still to an officer who has, as yet, been charged with no crime, and is kept, and 
would appear by your letters of yesterday it is intended should still remain, in a state of ignorance as 
to the fault intended to be alleged against him, the time has appeared long indeed. 

MecArthur’s work on naval courts-martial is the authority to which, in most cases, men in the navy 
resort for such information as may have a bearing on their particular cases. 1 shall now quote what that 
able writer has said under the head of the arrest of officers—vol. II, chapter 1: ‘ Should an officer be 
accused of a capital crime, or of an offence of such a nature as to affect his life; or of which the punish- 
ment may bear so heavy upon him as to tempt him to escape and elude justice, it is the custom to detain 
him in close confinement. But if the offence be of a minor consideration, he is allowed to be a prisoner 
at large; that is, to walk the deck without interfering in the duties on board, or he may be even allowed 
tu go on shore without his sword, on his word of honor to wait the issue of a trial, or until his enlarge- 
ment.” 

As yet, sir, I have not been informed even of the nature of the charge you intend to prefer against 
me. Your letter of the 9th says: ‘‘ No person whatever is implicated in the cause of your present sus- 
pension, or have I any cause of complaint against any other?’ Independently of my collision with Lieut. 
Hammersly, 1 know of no fault with which to accuse inyself; consequently, the inquisitorial proceedings 
adopted by you in not even deigning to acquaint me with the cause of my suspension, together with the 
connivance of the conduct of your lieutenant, my most avowed enemy, are, 1 conceive, sufficient grounds 
for my entering a protest against the conduct pursued towards me since the afternoon of Tuesday, Tth 
instant, as being illegal, oppressive, unjust, highly calculated to arouse feelings that might have a ten- 
dency to produce conduct on which to base other charges against the accused; and inhuman, inasmuch as 
the confinement necessarily imposes on me the necessity of breathing an infected atmosphere, arising 
from the putrid bodies of a large proportion of our men laboring under most loathsome, vile and disgust- 
ing diseases; ungenerous, because I threw myself on your mercy; and from the tenor of my note, addressed 
to you from the consul’s house, you might readily infer that nothing but the sense of honor, to a man com- 
plaining of outraged feelings, could have prompted me to act in opposition even to your wishes. As the 
law pointed out, 1 availed myself of the privilege of respectfully complaining to you by letter; an answer 
to which I reeeived. On reading it, 1 found that insult was combined with injury—insulted by continu- 
ance of confinement, injured by being kept ignorant as to the cause of it. But, sir, there is another 
appeal: the admiral of the navy of the United States, our common superior and President, will do the 
injured justice. From you and your proceedings, to him I look for redress, and am willing to -abide his 
decision on any conduct of mine since I have had the honor to serve under the flag of my country. 

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOSHUA R. SANDS. 


To Commodore Cuas. Srewaxt, commanding U. S. Naval Forces in Pacific Ocean. 


U. S. Sure Frankuty, Valparaiso, October 10, 1823. 

Sir: A court of inquiry is ordered to assemble on board this ship, on Monday next, to inquire into 
your conduct towards Lieutenant Hammersley on the 7th inst., at the ward room table; also, the cause of 
your disobedience towards your commander on that night, and the reasons of your absenting yourself 
from the ship, thereby neglecting the duties of your office. 
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You are now confined to your state room under suspension from duty, as it is found by a representa- 
tion from Lieutenant Hammersley that you repeated your unlawful and insulting conduct towards him in 
the ward room yesterday. It constitutes a part of my duty, sir, to preserve the discipline, subordination 
and peace of this ship, and to confine all those who evince a determination to violate either, within such 
limits, and in such manner, as is best calculated to effect that object, McArthur to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

I remain, Xc., 
(Signed) | 
Lieut. Josuva R. Sanps, U. S. Ship Franklin. 


CHAS. STEWART. 





U.S. Sup Frankuiy, Valparaiso, October 18, 1823. 
Sir: The continued indisposition of the president of the court of inquiry, and the very little likeli- 
hood of his being able again to preside thereat, constrains me to regret there should be any necessity for 
the restraint under which I have placed you. This necessity originated in your disposition to disturb the 
harmony of the ship, as set forth by the complaint of Lieutenant Hammersley. To release you from such 
an unpleasant situation, and enable you sometimes to go on shore by special permission, for exercise, is 
desirable, and only requires that you should give me, in reply, your word and honor, that you will not 
provoke, molest, or impede Lieutenant Hammersley, or any other officer of this ship, until your case is 
fully decided. 
I remain, &c., 
(Signed) 
Lieut. Jusnvua R. Sanps, Franklin 74. 


CHAS. STEWART. 





U.S. Sure Franxiix, October 18, 1823. 
Sir: I have just had the honor to receive your note of this day’s date. In reply, I beg leave to say: 
as in no instance have I been the aggressor in the difficulties existing between Licutenant Hammersley 
and myself, so I pledge to you my honor not to do anything but defend myself from the injuries he or any 
other man may choose to offer me. 
Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, JOSHUA R. SANDS. 


To Commodore Cuartes Stewart, &c., &c. 





U.S. Sure Franky, Valparaiso, October 19, 1823. 

Sir: Your letter of yesterday does not convey to me that unreserved pledge which I asked of you to 
enable me to enlarge your privileges and make your situation less irksome, which is so desirable to me 
aud ought to be to yourself. My only desire is to preserve to the officers ander my command, peace and 
harmony; and while the regulations of the navy forbid that any officers should take the law into their 
own hands, on service, it remains open to all for the punishment of injuries committed towards him by 
others. 

With respect to your affair with Licutenant Hammersley, and who is the wrong-doer, it does not rest 
with you or me to decide; it belongs to the present court of inquiry, or some future one, to determine, 
under the law. J have no desire to act on the occasion but in such a way as the law and my duty impose 
on me, with as little inconvenience to yourself as those obligations require. 

I remain, &c., 
(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 

Lieutenant Josuva R. Sanps, U. S. Ship Franklin. 


U.S. Sip Frankity, October 19, 1823. 

Sir: Your willingness to make my situation less irksome meets my thanks, 

To pledge myself to show no resistance to indignities offered me, I cannot do, when I recollect that 
the narrow limits assigned me by your order of the 8th inst, were attempted to be abridged by a man 
who would not, under the privileges now held out to me, long want a pretext for rendering it necessary 
for you to order the close confinement imposed on me since the afternoon of Thursday, the 9th instant. 
It is not my wish, sir, to appear restive, or show any want of respect to the laws laid down for the peace, 
harmony, and good order of the ship, or to appear as proposing terms to you, but most respectfully beg 
leave to say that, under existing circumstances, the only way that seems to hold out a prospect of meet- 
ing your views, is to permit me to retire from the ship, subject at all times to your order, which privilege, 
remain assured, sir, shall in no way be violated. 

With great respect, I am your obedient servant, JOSHUA R. SANDS. 


To Commodore Cuaries Stewart, Commanding U. S. N. F., Pacific Ocean, 
? v ’ v 
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U.S. Sure Franxury, October 19, 1823. 
Sir: It would be highly improper, under the present state of thing's, to permit you to retire from the 
ship, as you suggest. 
I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, C. Ss. 
Lieutenant Josuua R. Sanps. 





U.S. Sure Franky, October 20, 1823. 

Sir: Your note of yesterday convinces me that the rigorous line of conduct pursued towards me is 
still to be continued. 

If I have committed errors, which it remains for some future court to decide, to be removed from the 
sphere of their attractions is all I have asked. This has been denied. Rank or station in life will not 
prevent men from the commission of fault. Is it generous, then, to follow with vindictive measures the 
men we think we have already in our power? I answer not. 

When I ask to be permitted to retire from the ship, I would be understood as only applying to 
remain on shore, or at most permitted to reside at the city, until the departure of the Franklin for the 
United States, at all times holding myself in readiness to obey your orders, or the mandates of any court 
that may hereafter be instituted with authority to take my case into consideration. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA R. SANDS. 


To Commodore Cuartes Stewart, commanding U. S. N. F., Pacific Ocean. 





U.S. Sure Franxury, Harbor of Callao, April 16, 1824. 

Sm: The president of the court-martial now in session has informed me that, owing to some infor- 
mality in its proceedings in my case, it was compelled to defer until some future time the investigation 
of the charges alleged against me by you. I have been closely confined to my room more than six 
months waiting a trial. Now that an opportunity is offered, I think myself entitled to a hearing; any 
little informality that a court composed of men not lawyers by profession might commit, (I think) ought 
not to be considered sufficient cause for deferring a case which, when properly examined, | flatter myself 
will appear that I, the accused, have been more siuned against than sinuing. I therefore request that 
you will direct a speedy examination of my case, as every day is adding to those sufferings I have 
already endured; at a time, too, the laws of our country humanely suppose every man innocent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA R. SANDS. 


To Commodore C, Stewart, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, Pacific. 


U.S. Sure Franky, Callao Bay, April 16, 1824. 

Str: The general court-martial now sitting ought to know their duty, and I trust they will perform 
it. Your trial, when it does take place, shall be a just and fair one, or no sentence shall be carried into 
effect operating against you; therefore keep yourself in readiness for trial. 

I remain, &c., 


(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 


Lieut. Josuva R. Sanps, Franklin 74. 





U. S. Sure Franxury, at sea, May 10, 1824. 

Sir: It having been made known to me that you did, contrary to my orders of the 9th October and 
3d November, 1823, last past, without my knowledge, privity, consent or permission, withdraw from the 
limits assigned you, and proceed on the 4th and 5th of January last, in one of the boats sent on an expe- 
dition from this ship for the purpose of intercepting the brig Quintanilla, I have determined to lay the 
subject before the government, and request a court-martial for this your conduct, on our arrival in the 
United States, under the enclosed charges and specifications. 

I remain, &c., 
(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. 


Lieut. Josuva R. Sanps, U.S. Ship Franklin. 





Turespay Evenine. 


Sir: Circumstances make it necessary for me to remain on shore, should it be at the expense of my 
commission. By no means, sir, would I wish you to construe my conduct into disrespect. I hope when 
we mect I may have it in my power to explain the motives that actuate me to act in a manner seemingly 
indecorous. 

In the interim, believe me, sir, to be, 
With considerations of the highest respect, your very humble servant, 


JOSHUA R. SANDS. 
To Commodore CHarLes Stewart. 
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U.S. Su Frayxiry, Callao, April 13, 1824. 
Sir: It is now more than six months since I have been under an arrest and confined to my state room 
by your order; I have, therefore, to request that you will, so soon as the service shall permit, order a 
court-martial, to take into consideration the charges you preferred against me in November, 1823. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed ) JOSHUA R. SANDS. 


To Com. Cuartes Stewart, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, Pacific. 





U.S. Sup Franxury, at sea, May 23, 1824. 
Sir: It is now between seven and eight months since, by the order of the second lieutenant of this 
ship, ] was put into a close and confined room; which order met your sanction. I have subsequently 
been tried by a court-martial on the charges preferred by you, which were the cause alleged for my con- 
finement. Sentence has been passed on my case three weeks since, but I am still kept ignorant of the 
result. The rigorous course which has been pursued towards me, and which you are aware must be 
destructive to my constitution, has not been mitigated. Under these circumstances I am compelled to 
‘all your attention to this subject. 
With due respect, 1 am your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
To Com, Cuas. Stewart, commanding U. 8. Naval Forces, Pacific Ocean, 


JOSHUA R. SANDS. 





U.S. Sup Frankuiy, at sea, June 4, 1824. 


Sir: On the 23d ult. I addressed to you a note onthe subject of my situation, and requested your 
attention to it, three months having then imtervened from the time the court-martial on my case had 
closed its proceedings, without my being informed of its decision, and without any mitigation of the rigor- 
ous treatment I had received before, and which I flattered myself after trial would take place. I have 
since been informed of the generous manner in which all the commissioned officers on duty on board this 
ship addressed to you a most respectful note, soliciting for me the privileges usually granted to officers 
under suspension or arrest. I have been favored with a perasal of your reply; as that part of it which 
says “ Lieutenant Joshua R. Sands has the power of enlarging the limits which are assigned him when- 
ever he finds them irksome or too contracted”? is somewhat ambiguous, it becomes me to put a construc- 
tion on it least favorable to mysclf, and assume as its meaning that the power of extending my limits 
rests with me only when I shall have subscribed to the terms offered me in October last, and renewed 
seven months and a half afterwards, through the surgeon of the ship, who stated to you in a previous 
communication the necessity that existed for more exercise than my private apartment afforded. 

At this late day I have to observe that my answer to your letter making the generous offer (18th Octo- 
ber, 1823,) contained all that you required of me. Without repeating your own words, I agreed to your 
terms as explicitly as my poor knowledge of the English language would permit. My letter contained 
all, nay more than you required of me, for 1 was not ignorant of the circumstances which occurred on 
the day your generous offer was made; and although it was the first act of your clemency towards me, I 
did not wish at that time to add to the poignancy of those feelings which the melancholy circumstances 
of the evening of that day I knew had excited in your bosom, Notwithstanding, with your demand, the 
promised indulgences did not follow. The consequence has been that I have remained in close confinement 
ever since. <A few days ago, through the interference of the surgeon, the same offer was again held out 
tome. Were I now, as I did then, to embrace it, would I not be again informed that it “was not that 
unreserved pledge you required of me, to make my situation as little irksome as possible, which was so 
desirable to you,” &c.? I very much regret that any effort sixteen commissioned officers of the navy of 
the United States might make to procure the release from a close confinement of a brother officer should 
bring on them the charge of ‘‘ officious combination.”, I believe it was dictated by feelings common to most 
men; and that their generous exertion should have brought on them a dishonorable imputation is more 
painful to me than that their effort to make my situation more comfortable has proved unavailing. 

It is also a source of regret to me to perceive that a doubtful meaning is left on that clause of your 
letter to Dr. Salter, in which you say, “since the conviction has followed the offence.” It is impossible to 
believe that itcan be your intention to refer to the sentence of the court-martial on my case; those feelings 
of delicacy, innate in the minds of all honorable men, revolt at this suggestion; still I] am left to conjecture 
what additional offence I have committed to authorize the assertion that conviction has followed. That on our 
arrival in the United States it may not be said my long confinement was my own choice, I repeat the 
answer to the terms you before offered me, viz: I pledge my honor only to defend myself from the injuries 
he, Lieutenant Hammersley, or any other man, may choose to offer me. 

tespectfully, &c., &c., 
(Signed ) 
To Commodore Cuartes Stewart, &c. 


JOSHUA R. SANDS. 





The accused objects to Brown’s being sworn as a witness. He has been convicted of an infamous 
crime, and is thereby rendered incompetent, and disqualified to testify in any cause whatever. This man 
was carpenter on the Franklin, on her late cruise in the Pacific. He was arrested and brought to trial, 
by Captain Stewart, on charges of embezzlement, and other fraudulent disposal of the ship’s stores, placed 
under his care. The record now offered to the court proves that at a general court-martial, of which 
Captain Hall was president, held on the 15th of April, 1824, Brown was convicted of these crimes, and 
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sentenced to “forfeit his pay and subsistence, and to be dismissed the naval service of the United States.” 
This sentence was approved by the President. The clemency of the Executive did indeed remit the 
pecuniary mulct, but his justice confirmed the sentence which expelled him from the navy as a reproach 
and dishonor to the service. . 

Such is the person who now presents himself as a witness. Shall he be heard? Dishonored and 
degraded himself, shall he be allowed to degrade and dishonor others? especially shall he be suffered to 
testify against the accused, at whose instance he was tried, and on whom, as the author of his disgrace, 
his revenge secks to retaliate similar degradation? 

The experience and observation of every individual is necessarily very limited and circumscribed. In 
the affairs of life, we must therefore rely on the experience and observation of others, and found our belief 
on the statements of what they have seen or heard. But our faith in these statements rests wholly on 
our persuasion of their veracity or honesty. In proportion as that persuasion is impaired, is our confi- 
dence in the statement diminished. If once satisfied of the want of veracity or integrity in the witness, 
we utterly reject all statements resting on his authority. This is the deduction of reason and common 
sense. 

The rules of law entirely coincide—one convicted of an infamous crime is not permitted to testify. 
The proof which the conviction affords, of want of honesty or truth, utterly disqualifies and makes him 
incompetent. The result is not confined to felonies of the deepest hue; a conviction of theft to the value 
of acent, by the common law, disqualfies equally with a condemnation for treason. A statute in England 
has altered the law in that country as to petty larceny. But the common law rule prevails here; nor is 
the rule confined to felonies; a conviction for a conspiracy, or fraud, or gaming, or barratry, or bribery, a 
witness to absent himself from a trial or any species of crimen falsi (that is, of fraud or deceit) produces 
the same disqualification. For all these cases proceed on the principle that the person guilty of them, is 
destitute of the honesty of purpose which alone entitles a witness to credit. 

The counsel beg leave to refer the court to the following authorities to sustain these positions: 

“Tn the trial of military crimes by courts-martial, the rules of evidence, which have their foundation 
in the principle of justice and of reason, are the same that apply to the trial of crimes before the civil 
court.’— Tytler’s Military Law, page 135. 

“The rules and doctrines of evidence, as admitted by law in all criminal cases, or on pleas of the 
—— are adhered to nearly in the same manner upon trials at naval and military courts-martial.’’— 
2 McArthur, page 47. 

“The law positively excludes certain persons from giving testimony in a court of justice, and these 
may be reduced to four classes; among them are, ‘those who have committed crimes which destroy 
their credibility, or who are stigmatized by law. ”’— Tytler, page 189. 

“The moral character of a witness is to be considered, when stigmatized by a conviction on record 
against him for certain crimes; his evidence is wholly inadmissible, and becomes, in the eye of the law, 
what is called an incompetent witness.’—McArthur, page 56. 

“The crimes which are held to destroy the credit of testimony are felony, and the crimen falsi, as 
perjury and forgery.”’— Tytler, page 146; 2 McArthur, page 54-1. 

“Crimen falsis includes forgery, and every species of fraud or deceit.”—1 Brann’s Civil Law, 
page 426. 

“There are many offences which our laws consider such blemishes on the moral character as to inca- 
pacitate from giving evidence in courts of justice, as ‘treason, and every species of the crimen falsi, such 
as forgery, perjury, subornation of perjury, attaint of false verdict, and other offences of the same kind 
which involve the charge of falsehood, and affect the administration of justice.’ ”—Phil. on Evidence, 
page 23. 

“By the common law, a person convicted of petty larceny was not a competent witness, as the 
offence was felony no less than grand larceny. Some other offences, also, make witnesses incompetent, 
after conviction and judgment, as ——— barratry, or bribing a witness to absent himself and not give 
evidence.”’—Phil, on EHvidence, page 23. 

“At the present day a conviction of any description of treason, or felony, or of any species of 
crimen falsi, whether barratry, conspiracy, perjury, or other crimes, will incapacitate the party convicted 
from giving evidence, without regard to the punishment. So, all fraud or gaming, and bribing a witness 
not to give evidence.”—1 Chitty, page 589. 

The frauds of which Brown was convicted are not merely held infamous by the naval regulation 
which expelled him the service, but amounted to theft and felony by the municipal law. 

In making this objection, the accused trusts he will not be considered to raise a mere formal 
or technical difficulty. The evidence by which the guilt or innocence of a party is to be established is 
of the very essence of the administration of justice; it is the stream which must be kept pure and incor- 
ruptible, or no man will be safe in the sanctuary of the law. 

In his own case the accused has no apprehension of injury from anything the witness now offered 
can testify; but he feels it to be his duty to protect others from so dangerous a precedent. It is further 
due to the dignity of this court to exclude from its presence a witness whom the law pronounces infa- 
mous, and not worthy to be credited or heard. 

The question now submitted to the consideration of the court is one which demands its serious 
deliberation, not more from its bearing upon the present case than as involving a most important principle 
of law, of general application. 

No doubt is entertained by myself, and none can be felt by the court, that no captious disposition 
has induced this objection, and I trust that the gentlemen who have urged it will accord me equal justice 
as to my motives and feclings, should it unfortunately appear that we do not wholly coincide in our views. 

I am disposed on this occasion, without discussing the questions fully, to yield the general princi- 
ples of law that have been laid down, and freely to admit that the common law rules of evidence are to 
be the guides on the present occasion; that, by these rules, a person regularly convicted in due course 
of law of felony, or even of larceny, is incompetent to testify in a court of justice; and I am equally 
willing for the present to yield, what may perhaps be considered as by no means free from question, that 
a conviction before a court-martial is equally operative as a conviction at common law to work this 
consequence. 

Stripped of these collateral matters, the question will then resolve itself into this: Is an individual 
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convicted by the sentence of a court-martial of the offences charged against this witness thereby rendered 
incompetent to testify in a court of justice? The offences charged are fraudulently giving away or 
selling the public property, and embezzling public property, contrary to the twenty-fourth article of the 
rules and regulations for the government of the navy of the United States. 

It may be remarked that Brown was punishable only under a statute. At common law, the embez- 
zlement of public property is not a criminal offence. At common law, also, where property is received 
by a servant or other individual, as the agent or trustee of another, and he fraudulently appropriates 
the same to his private purposes, such offence, however lreinous in a moral point of view, however anlao- 
gous in the eye of reason to the crime of larceny, is not punishable as such. The offence, then, for 
which Brown was tried, and of which he was convicted before the court-martial, is anew one, created 
by statute. The common law could not reach it, not merely from the nature of the act itself, but from 
the circumstance of its being committed out of the United States. 

The first question, then, which suggests itself is this. The statute which creates the crime has not 
prescribed, as part of the punishment consequent upon conviction, that the party shall thereby be ren- 
dered infamous, or incompetent to testify. No such punishment is affixed by the sentence of the court. 
I am inclined to the opinion that this consequence must always be regarded as part of the punishment 
following conviction, and therefore, where the offence is cognizable entirely at common law, must be 
prescribed by that code; when created by statute, the statute must declare that this result shall flow 
from the conviction. It is in no case sufficient, in order to produce this disqualification, to establish the 
fact that the party whose evidence is offered has been actually guilty of the crimen falsi; though he 
admit it on his examination, though he avow himself an accomplice, the objection goes only to his 
credibility, not to his competency. He must have been regularly convicted, and then only is he rendered 
incompetent to testify. The inference therefore deducible from this view of the matter is that, as the 
statute which creates the offence, and the court by which he was tried, have not prescribed this punish- 
ment of infamy, the witness is not, by the conviction produced, disqualified from testifying. 

Should the view I have taken of this matter be considered unsatisfactory, I am also of opinion that 
the offence laid to the charge of Brown cannot be regarded as one which, if cognizable at common law, 
would render him incompetent. The essence of it is embezzlement of public property. Embezzlement 
signifies the appropriation to one’s self of that which was received, or held in trust for another. It is a 
breach of trust, not larceny. At common law, a cashier of a bank could not be guilty of felony in 
embezzling an India bond which he had received from the court of chancery, and was in his actual as 
well as constructive possession. 1 Leach, 28; 3 Chitty, A. L. 364 (935, 6). The embezzlement of his 
master’s goods by a servant, to whose custody they had been entrusted, was no criminal offence at com- 
mon law, but made felony by the statute 21 Henry VIII, c. 2. So if a clerk received money of a 
customer, and, without at all putting it into the till, converted it to his own use, he was guilty only of a 
breach of trust. 2 Leach, 835; Chitty, u.s. A person inhabiting furnished lodgings, it was held by 
high authority, could not be guilty of larceny in taking the furniture let to him, and which he had a 
right to use, until the statute 4 William and Mary, c. 9, provided for the case. 3 Chitty, 367 (938). 

It would be easy to multiply indefinitely citations to show the clear distinction known to the law 
between acts which amount to larceny, and those which are considered as breaches of trust. A conviction 
for the former disqualifies the individual from testifying in a court of justice; by the rules of the common 
law, the proof of the latter is followed by no such result. 

It is not my business to vindicate the propricty of these distinctions. It is sufficient that they 
exist. With the greatest respect, therefore, for the opinion of the learned gentlemen who have urged 
this point, I am constrained to deliver it as my opinion to the court, that the objection only goes to the 
credibibility of the witness, not to his competency. No serious inconvenience, it is apprehended, can 
result from a corresponding decision by the court, since the court is in duty bound to weigh the testimony 
of the witness, and to give it only that credit to which, under the circumstances of the case, he may be 
deemed entitled. 

RICHARD S, COXE. Judge Advocate. 

Avevst 29, 1825, 





Navy Departwent, September 8, 1821. 


Sm: You have been appointed to the command of the United States ship Franklin, destined to the 
Pacific ocean, for the purpose of protecting the commerce of the United States in that quarter of the 
world. 

The schooner Dolphin, Lieut. Commandent David Conner, is ordered to accompany you on the cruise, 
and to be subject to your order. You will proceed directly round Cape Horn, and stop at the port of Val- 
paraiso, where you will make the best display of your ship, and pay the usual civilities to the authorities 
of the country as due from a friendly nation. At that port you will ascertain whether the commerce of 
the United States has been molested by the cruising ships of either of the parties at war, and consult with 
J. B. Provost, Esq., the United States agent in Chili, as to the causes of such molestation, and the best 
means of affording relief and protection to the citizens of the United States and their property, so far as 
the laws of nations can be urged in their favor. Endeavor to secure for your country all the respect 
due to our rights; and at all ports and places, which you may visit, pay particular respect to the existing 
authorities of the country; and to avoid all collisions and disputes, maintain the strictest discipline, and 
permit none of your officers or men to visit the shores in cases where cither of them shall have violated 
the rights of hospitality, or conducted themselves unbecoming the high reputation of our navy. 

The public papers have announced that the government of Chili has declared the whole coast of Peru 
in a state of blockade, without anything like an adequate force to maintain it; and although the validity 
of this blockade is not admitted by the Government of the United States, so as of right, according to 
the laws of nations, to exclude our merchant vessels from the coast, or to subject them to lawful capture 
for a violation of the blockade, but on the contrary its legality is expressly denied, yet the nature of the 
controversy that is carrying on in South America, being a struggle on one side for liberty and independence, 
renders it peculiarly fit and proper for the United States to avoid any collision with them, or to do any 
act that may, in any mamer, have the appearance or admit of the construction of favoring the cause of 
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Spain against such a struggle. The policy of our government has heretofore been, and it still is, to 
observe the strictest neutrality, and this you will endeavor to pursue. I deem it necessary, during the 
present state of things, to caution you to avoid all collision with the Chilian squadron, under the 
command of Lord Cochrane, and to let nothing but the protection of the honor of the American flag lead 
you to an open conflict with any of the vessels under his command. Act at present on the defensive 
only; and for all violations of our neutral rights, if any occur under your observation, let strong and 
spirited appeals be made, through our public agent, to the government of Chili, impressing it upon the 
proper authorities that it is from respect to them, and the cause in which they are engaged, that our 
rights are not protected by force, instead of appealing, in a peaceable and friendly manner, to their sense 
of justice. 

You will decline taking on board, for either party in actual hostility, in Chili or Peru, men, money, 
provisions or supplies, to be carried for such party to any other port or country whatsoever; except 
specie, which you are permitted to bring to the United States on your return, 

For the contingent expenses, pay, &c., during the cruise of the ship Franklin, the purser will draw 
upon this Department, directly, under the sanction of the approval for the amount, on the best terms 
attainable; and it is presumed that such bills will be sought for by those who may wish to get funds 
from that country to Europe, or the United States, and in most cases at an advance premium. Bills 
may be drawn at such sight as the payees shall require, provided they be accompanied by letters of 
advice. It will be necessary to divide the amounts under the heads of appropriation for which the money 
shall be required to be expended, including pay, provisions, repairs, contingent, and pay, &c., of marines. 
The letter enclosed for Capt. Charles G. Ridgely, is an order for the return of the United States ship 
Constitution, under his command, immediately after your arrival, provided no important services or 
exigencies shall imperiously require that ship’s co-operation previously to leaving that ocean. 

I recommend your frequent communications to this Department, relative to all your movements, and 
the events which may take place. You will probably find the most direct conveyance for your dispatches 
through Panama and across the Isthmus. 

You have, also enclosed, a copy of the general instructions of this Department, in relation to piracy 
and the slave trade, for yotr government, in the event of your meeting with vessels of either description 
on your passage out, or your return home. 

It will be convenient for the vessels under your command, on your return to the United States, to 
enter the port of New York. 

Previously to sailing, direct a complete muster roll to be transmitted to this Department. 

Wishing you health, and a fortunate cruise, I have the honor to be, 
Sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 
Commodore Cuartes Stewart, U. S. Ship Franklin, New York. 


Navy Department, August 17, 1825. 
The preceding has been carefully compared with the record kept in this Department, and found to 


be a true copy. penne 





Navy Department, October 27, 1824. 
Sir: I have received and examined the proceedings of the court-martial in the cases of Lieut. Joshua 
R. Sands and Midshipman John M. Rinker, and wish to be informed why the said proceedings have not 
been either disapproved or approved, and the sentences carried into execution. 
I am, respectfully, &c., 


(Signed ) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Captain Cuartes Srewart, U. S. Navy, Philadelphia. 





Puitaperputa, October 29, 1824. 

Sir: Thad the honor to receive your letter of the 27th inst., inquiring why the court-martial pro- 
ceedings in the cases of Lieut. J. R. Sands and Midshipman Rinker have not been approved or disapproved, 
and carried into execution. 

In reply, I beg leave to refer you to the tenor of the sentences which, requires that they should be 
carried into effect, by the commander-in-chief, a title belonging exclusively to his excellency the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

It would have been arrogance in me, and an improper assumption of responsibility, at a time when 
I was no longer even commander of the squadron, and only senior officer on the station, which you will 
perceive by the transfer of the command to Captain Hull, dated April 29. 

By the marked distinction made in the sentences, by the court in those two cases from the others 
tried at the same court, and which were carried into effect, you will perceive more forcibly the views and 
intentions of the court-martial. 

If the proceedings in the case of Midshipman Rinker do not bear my approval, it is an omission, 
for I was under the impression it did. 

Considering those in the case of Lieut. Sands as evidently partial and lawless, I could not give to them 
my approval. Besides the irregularities which appear in the proceedings, there are others that took place 
which do not appear on the record. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. 
The honorable Samvur. L. Sovruarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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Navy Department, November 3, 1824. 
Sir: I return to you the proceedings of the gencral court-martial, in the cases of Lieutenant Joshua 
R. Sands, Midshipman John M. Rinker, and carpenter Samuel Brown, and I request that you will approve 
or disapprove of them; and, in the case of the latter, that you wil state your reasons on each case sepa- 
rately. 
I have also to request that you will state whether you authorized the appointment of a deputy judge 
advocate. 
I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) 
Captain Cuartes Stewart, U. S. Navy, Philadelphia. 


SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 





Privapeiputa, November 5, 1824. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 3d instant, covering the general naval court-martial 
proceedings in the case of Lieutenant J. R. Sands, Midshipman John M. Rinker, and the carpenter, Samuel 
Brown. In compliance therewith, I enclose to you the proceedings in the case of Midshipman J. M. 
Rinker, approved, heretofore accidentally omitted. 

Those in the case of Samuel Brown, carpenter, from the nature of the sentence, require the approval 
of the Executive, agreeably to law. 

The proceedings in the case of Lieutenant J. R. Sands are returned disapproved, for the following rea- 
sons: First, under date of the 15th April, 1824, I was under the necessity of suspending the proceedings in 
the case of Lieutenant Sands, in consequence of the court having proceeded illegally and unprecedentedly in 
the case of the judge advocate, he having been objected to by the prisoner, which objection was admitted 
by the court. Second, I had assured Mr. Sands that no sentence should be carried into effect, operating 
against him, unless the proceedings were just and fair. Thirdly, | could not approve a sentence which law- 
lessly assumes a prerogative belonging to another power, the right of mitigation, as expressed in the sen- 
tence. In page 28, of the proceedings, it appears they were lawlessly suspended by the court, for the purpose 
of taking into consideration the propriety of releasing Lieutenant Sands from the limits I had assigned him. 

Enclosed I transmit you the letters transmitted to the president of the court on the subject of the 
judge advocate, which will exhibit how far I had anything to do with the appointment of the deputy. 


I have the honor to be, &c., 
CHARLES STEWART. 


Hon. Samvet L, Sovutuarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Mr. President, and members of the court: 

If an honorable man can have any consolation, when judicially and criminally charged with official 
misdemeanors, and the violation of the sacred duties he owed to himself and his country, it must be in 
finding his case submitted to the investigation and decision of honorable men: alive to all the sensibilities 
and pride of a well earned reputation; distinguished by their high rank in their common profession; firm 
in the confidence of their common country, and fully possessed of the experience and knowledge necessary 
to enable them to judge with perfect intelligence of the guilt or innocence of the accused. 

Thus stands Capt. Charles Stewart before this court, and such is the tribunal by which he is to 

be tried. 
On his part, his object and intention is to make a full, explicit and unreserved exhibition of all the 
transactions to which the charges against him relate, so far as he has any knowledge of them. He 
desires to derive no protection or aid from concealment, or the affectation of ignorance of anything really 
known to him; but will truly expose to this court and the country everything in his knowledge con- 
nected with his command in the Pacific, and relevant to the matters now under investigation. If his jus- 
tification is not to be found in the truth of his case; in the honor and innocence of his intentions and 
motives; in the meritorious and conscientious discharge of the high duties and responsibilities of his sta- 
tion, he will not seek nor receive it from subterfuge and evasion. He requires to be justified, not to be 
screened from punishment; he asks to receive his honor and his sword unstained from your hands, and 
not to escape the penalties of the law. 

There cannot be a member of this court that has not had personal knowledge and experience of the 
difficulties, mistakes and impositions to which the commander of a ship-of-war, on a foreign station, is 
daily and inevitably exposed, with his utmost vigilance. He is surrounded and beset by so many whose 
interest it is to deceive and mislead him, that if he escapes, even some serious errors, it may be deemed 
almost miraculous. Such experience will enable you to discriminate, with accuracy, between the errors 
arising from such sources and circumstances, if any shall be found, and those intentional, corrupt wrong's 
which are the proper objects of prosecution and punishment. This is an indulgence, I should rather say 
a justice, without which the great trusts of society could not be discharged; without which no man would 
be so insane as to take upon himself any public duty. It is the protection of every judicial officer, from 
the highest tribunal of our country to the lowest. It is the protection of the honorable members of this 
court, who, being human, are liable to err, but whose errors cannot be visited upon them either criminally 
or reproachfully if committed with pure hearts, a careful examination of their duties, and an honest 
endeavor to perform them. Nothing ever has been, or justly can be, required of any man, called upon 
to act on his own judgment, but an upright, conscientious discharge of the trust reposed in him. If there 
be found in the case no selfish motive; no corrupt influence; no private or public views inconsistent with 
the duties of the officer and the honor of the man, it is impossible there can be crime in the legal or moral 
sense of the term. It is impossible that errors of judgment in difficult situations, on difficult points; that 
impositions practiced on a commander against which he could not guard himself, or irregularities com- 
mitted without his authority or knowledge, and without any gross and culpable negligence on his part, 
can be the legal, equitable or reasonable subjects of a criminal accusation, 
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In judging this case, then, it is indispensable to keep in view the time, place and cireumstances under 
which the complaints arose, which have given birth to it. A civil war of a barbarous and exterminating 
character was raging in South America; there was no permanent government which pervaded the whole 
country and afforded a constant and regulated protection; but each party predominated in particular 
provinces, by turns, according to the result of a battle or a siege; a regular system of revenue and finance 
to meet the exigencies of the war was unknown, and the necessities of the combatants were, in part, at 
least, supplied by plunder, under any form and pretence, and from anybody, that might suit the occasion. 
If such proceedings were not directly practiced and authorized by those who from time to time held the 
powers of the people, and may in some sort be called the government, it is certain they did not or could 
not prevent and restrain them. In such a state of things, neutrals engaged in the most lawful commerce 
were daily falling a prey to the rapacity and avarice of marauders on the sea and robbers on the shore. 
To protect our citizens from injuries and ruin of this kind, to save their property from lawless plunder, 
and their persons from imprisonment and death, the President sent out the force of the nation. To the 
commander of this force the situation was delicate and hazardous, and he has a just claim to the utmost 
liberality in judging of his conduct. He was assailed by the sufferings and complaints of his countrymen 
on the one side, whom he was bound to protect, and, on the other side, he was menaced, when he inter- 
fered, by the local authorities of an extended coast, in the possession of different parties, and charged with 
an invasion of their national rights and sovereignty. He was compelled to decide and to act, and to do 
so promptly and efficiently. He was far distant from his government, and could not look there for coun- 
sel and countenance in difficult emergencies, and on intricate questions. Nothing could then, or should 
now, be required of him, but a pure and conscientious exercise of his judgment on the case as it was pre- 
sented to him, and an efficient discharge of his duty according to the judgment so formed. Even error 
thus fallen into cannot be criminal or reproachful; as to dissatisfaction and complaints from the contend- 
ing parties, whenever the accused interposed between them and their prey, is it not obvious they would 
become frequent and violent in proportion as the commander was firm and vigilant in performing his 
duty? Every disppointment of plunder would be a cause of complaint; every American citizen who was 
rescued from the grasp of their rapacity would excite indignation against the man who interposed to save 
him; and if they were so fortunate as to have an agent of the United States, who gave a willing and an 
eager ear to such complaints, is it to be wondered at that they multiplied without number, and assailed 
every naval commander of the United States, who had been put upon this arduous and dangerous duty? 

The accused cannot be charged, however it may have been insinuated, with any partiality or prefer- 
ence for of either the belligerent parties. His official correspondence will show that his sole object was 
the protection and succor of his fellow-citizens, in their lawful pursuits; and that, whether the injury 
came from a patriot or a royalist, he was equally prompt to redress it. 

With these general observations, containing principles important to, and which will be relied upon 
in, the defence, we proceed to a more special consideration of the charges set forth in the specifications 
submitted for the decision of the court, and the answers and explanations which will be severally given 
to them. 


CHARGE FIRST—UNOFFICERLIKE CONDUCT. 


First specification, charges the accused with various acts of misconduct in the months of May, June, 
and July, of the year 1822, in relation to the following vessels: the American ship called the Canton; the 
American ship called the Pearl; an English brig called the Sarah; a French ship called the Telegraph. 
The acts charged are: 

1. In aiding and assisting those vessels in carrying on a contraband and illicit trade with certain 
ports in Peru. 

2. Aiding and assisting them in violating the laws and decrees of the existing government of Peru. 

3. In aiding them in transporting and landing arms, military stores, and other contraband articles. 

4. And in protecting the said vessels from the consequences of such illegal traffic, by employing, or 
threatening to employ, the naval force of the United States in their defence. 

It cannot have escaped observation that, with the exception of the last matter, no intimation or sug- 
gestion is made of the manner or means by which the alleged aid and assistance was affurded. This is 
now mentioned, not by way of a legal exception to the specification, but to excuse ourselves, if we are 
compelled to wander a little in the dark in seeking to meet and disprove the charge. 

We put the French ship, the Telegraph, at once out of our way, by asserting, as we shall unques- 
tionably prove, that we never gave her any sort of aid or assistance whatever in her carrying on any 
trade, lawful or unlawful, or in any other way, or for any other purpose; and that, so far from protecting 
her from the consequences of her illegal traffic, if she were engaged in any, she was actually captured by 
a patriot ship-of-war, directly under the guns of the Franklin, when, by the smallest movement for her 
protection, the capture might have been prevented. But Capt. Stewart had nothing to do but with the 
vessels and property of the citizens of his own country. 

As to the Canton, we answer that this ship and her cargo were both, and entirely, the property of 
citizens of the United States, and were, therefore, both entitled to the aid and protection of a ship-of-war 
of the United States, while employed in a lawful commerce. This vessel sailed from the United States 
in the charge of Capt. O’Sullivan and Mr. Horatio Ward, who were joint supercargoes—the former being 
also master of the ship. She arrived at Valparaiso, where the greater part of the cargo was purchased 
by Capt. Eliphalet Smith, on cordition that it should be delivered to Capt. Smith at Arica or Quilca, two 
of the ports of Peru, called the Intermedios. Of course, until the arrival of the goods purchased at one 
of those ports, the sale was not completed. The Canton sailed from Valparaiso for Arica and Quilca, in 
charge of Capt. O’Sullivan, in order to deliver there the goods purchased by Capt. Smith, according to 
the terms of the contract. She sailed in May, 1822, and she did go from Valparaiso to Quilca and Arica, 
under the convoy and protection of the Franklin; but it is utterly and explicitly denied that she carried 
on any illicit or contraband trade, that she violated any of the laws and decrees of the existing govern- 
ment of Peru, or transported or landed any arms, military stores, or contraband articles of any kind, at 
the ports mentioned, or any other ports. On the contrary, it is expressly alleged, and will be expressly 
proved, that all the cargo taken in the Canton from Valparaiso consisted of French, English, and German 
dry goods, wine, oil, and perhaps some other articles of the same character. And it is further expressly 
alleged, and will be proved, that all the goods landed at the said ports from the Canton were duly and 
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regularly entered in the custom houses of the said ports, according to, and under, the authority of the laws 
of the existing government, and that all the proceeds of the sales of the said cargo and goods, consisting 
wholly of specie and bullion, were also taken on board the Franklin, with the knowledge and assistance 
of the officers of the said custom houses, and under the authority of the existing government; and, of 
course, that, in relation to this ship and her cargo, the accused neither employed, nor threatened to 
employ, the naval force of the United States to protect her from the consequences of any illegal traffic, 
And, further, that, so far was the accused from having any disposition or intention to give aid and _pro- 
tection to any illicit trade, that he refused to give convoy to the Canton, from Valparaiso to Arica, until 
she had landed at Valparaiso some arms she had brought from New York: and they were accordingly 
landed. 

2. As to the brig Pearl, erroneously called a ship, in the specification, our answer is short and explicit: 
The accused never gave her convoy, nor aid, or assistance of any sort or kind; on the contrary, when 
convoy was asked for her, he refused it, which was a subject of complaint against him by the master and 
mate of the Pearl; but she was refused, because she had arms on board. 

3. In like manner with the English brig, the “ Sarah,” the accused had nothing to do, in any shape 
or manner, or for any purpose. He never gave her convoy, protection, or aid, or assistance of any kind, 

These answers are sufficiently broad and explicit to meet the charges of the specification; and if the 
answers are true and shall be proved, the charges must be overthrown. The accused, however, acting on 
the principles he has stated, will explain the only transaction in his knowledge, to which the charge of 
employing, or threatening to employ, the naval forces of the United States can allude. While the 
Franklin and the Canton were lying at Quilea, a vessel of war in the patriot service, called the 
Belgrano, and commanded by one Captain Brunier, threatened to capture and make prize of the 
Canton; not under any allegation or pretence that she was concerned in any illicit or contraband trade, 
or had arms or military stores on board, but under a charge of her violating a blockade. As the accused 
knew of no blockade, and there was none, either in point of fact or law, he, of course, denied that any 
blockade had been or could be violated; and declared that any attempt to t. ke the Canton on that 
pretext, would be prevented by force. The correspondence between the accused and Captain Brunier 
will be exhibited to the court, and will fully sustain this statement. This pretended blockade of a coast 
of immense extent, was supported by no appearance of force, and indeed the whole navy of the patriots 
at that time did not exceed three or four small vessels. It was a blockade declared by San Martin, on 
the part of Peru, and the instructions given to the accused by his government had pronounced a much more 
formidable blockade, declared by the government of Chili, to be illegal and of no validity, because it was 
“without anything like an adequate force to maintain it.” If, under these circumstances, the accused 
had suffered the Canton and her cargo to be captured by the Belgrano for the breach of such a blockade, 
and that were now the charge he is called upon to answer, he knows not what defence or apology he 
could offer for himself. 

In a letter from our Secretary of State to Mr. Prevost, this transaction is expressly referred to, and 
the ground taken by the accused explicitly supported. It is declared that ‘ Captain Stewart could not 
have submitted to see the Canton captured, under the very guns of his ship, without formally admitting 
thereby the validity of the blockade in its most licentious extent.’ I think it will be heard with some 
surprise by this court, and the American people, to whom these specifications have gone forth through 
every newspaper, that this charge, which stands pre-eminent in the long list for its bold and criminal 
daring, has been thus explicitly justified and commended by the American Government; not by general 
instructions or strong implications, but by a direct reference to the transaction itself. 

Second specification. This specification charged the accused with sailing with the United States ship 
Franklin in June and July, 1822, to the Intermedios for the purpose of aiding in private and illicit traffic, 
and with a view to his own private emolument. 

It has already been seen in the answer to the first specification that the only vessel to which the 
accused had given any sort of aid and assistance was the Canton, convoyed by him at the time 
mentioned, from Valparaiso to Quilca and Arica; and it has also been alleged and will be unquestionably 
proved, that the Canton was engaged in no illicit trade or traffic whatever; neither as to the character 
of her cargo, the manner of disposing of it, nor the proceeds received in return for it. All this would 
be a sufficient answer to this second specification; stripping it entirely of all that is illegal or offensive 
in the charge, and entitling the accused to a full acquittal. But however it might judicially satisfy 
the court to leave this specification with no further answer, it does not satisfy the accused, who knows 
and feels that here is the foundation of all the suspicion that has been excited against him; of all the 
calumnies and odium that have been heaped upon his head. The charge is that he gave aid and 
assistance to the Canton, ‘with a view to his own private emolument.”? It cannot be concealed that 
the source of all the complaints and hard thoughts that have been entertained against the accused, is 
the belief that he held a pecuniary concern in the Canton and her cargo, and was induced to afford her 
extraordinary facilities and aid in her enterprise and movements, because he thereby promoted his own 
interests and increased his own gains. He cheerfully meets this suggestion in the broadest and most 
unequivocal terms of denial and defiance. He asserts, not only from the absence of all affirmative proof 
of the fact, but from such absolute and direct testimony as the proposition is capable of, that he had not 
at the periods mentioned, and never had at any other period, directly or indirectly, absolute or 
contingent, immediate or remote, an interest of any description, to the value of a cent, in the Canton, in 
her cargo, or in any of the expeditions, enterprises or speculations in which she was concerned. That 
he had no pecuniary connection, concern or interest with Captain E. Smith, or any other person under 
whose care and direction the said ship, her cargo and movements were placed, and that all the aid and 
protection he gave to the said ship in her transactions had no view whatever to his own interest or gain, 
but was induced solely by a desire to perform what he considered to be his duty, and according to his 
instructions in giving the protection of a ship of the United States to citizens of the United States, 
engaged in the prosecution of their lawful business and trade, and the exercise of their undoubted 
rights. On the contrary, the accused avers that when, on a certain occasion, he was offered an interest 
in a commercial speculation which would have afforded him a large profit, he declined it—not because it 
was illegal or contrary to his duty, but because he was resolved not to expose himself even to unjust 
suspicions and misrepresentations, and not to trammel or blend the discharge of his public duties with 
any private interests, connections, views or feelings whatever. If, then, this mistaken and false 
foundation of the suspicions and calumnies under which the accused has so long and so painfully labored, 
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be removed, as assuredly it will be, what doubt can remain of the pure and high principles of honor and 
duty on which he has acted through the whole course of his arduous command? 

Remove the imputation of private and sordid objects from his conduct, and what could have been his 
guides but public honor and duty; the recollection of past services through many years of fatigue and 
danger, in peace and war, and the brighter recollection of the noble rewards he had received for his 
services in the confidence and honors of his country? 

Third specification, charges the accused with preventing the Peruvian brig Belgrano from enforcing 
the laws of the government, by taking and sending in for adjudication the ship Canton, detected in 
carrying on an illicit trade, and in being concerned in the pecuniary profits of the illicit voyages and 
transactions of the said ship Canton. 

Every part of the allegations contained in this specification have been already distinctly and expli- 
citly answered. There was no illicit trade attempted or intended, by the Canton. There was none 
charged upon her by the commander of the Belgrano, whose only pretext for taking her was the breach 
of a fictitious blockade, illegal and invalid, and so considered and declared by the Government of the 
United States, not only in the instructions of the accused, but in various solemn and public acts. As to 
the participation of the accused in the pecuniary profits of the voyages and transactions of the Canton, 
legal or illegal, he refers to his answer to the second specification. 

Fourth specification. This relates to a transaction which has been the subject of investigation at 
another place, and before another tribunal. The accused will reply to it, only so far as he is responsible 
for it. The charge is that the accused transported, or caused to be transported in the United States 
schooner Dolphin, in May, 1822, one Eliphalet Smith, with goods and merchandise for sale on private 
account, and permitting said Smith to carry his goods and samples of goods, not designed for the use of 
the Dolphin, on board of the Dolphin, and permitting said Smith to employ a national vessel to sell and 
display tor sale such, his goods, when such traftic was illegal and contraband, and tended to the disgrace 
of the navy of the United States. 

It must be observed that the mere transporting of E. Smith, a citizen of the United States, in the 
schooner Dolphin, to the ports mentioned, is not charged or pretended to be an offence of any kind, or 
against anybody, nor could it be. It is only by connecting it with the other circumstances detailed, in 
relation to goods taken with Smith, that the offence is made out. 

That the accused did permit the said E. Smith to be transported in the Dolphin from Valparaiso to 
the ports mentioned, or one of them, for the purposes which will be presently mentioned, is freely admitted; 
but as to every part of this specification which relates to any goods or samples of goods taken by Smith 
on board the Dolphin, or as to any purpose for which such goods were taken for sale, display, or other- 
wise, or as to anything that was done or intended to be done with the said goods or samples of goods, 
the accused gave no permission, express or implied; he had no knowledge, direct or indirect, nor any 
means of knowledge. He was not on board the Dolphin when the said Smith went on board of her; nor 
on her passage to the ports mentioned; nor after her arrival there; and whatever was then and there done, 
was done without any participation or knowledge on his part. His order to take Captain Smith on board 
the Dolphin is in writing, and will speak for itself. He will, however, state the facts of that transaction, 
as he expects to give them in proof. 

Captain E. Smith went to Valparaiso in the United States frigate Constellation, then commanded by 
Captain Ridgely. He there purchased the cargo of the Canton, as has been mentioned, to be delivered to 
him at Quilca and Arica. It was his intention to have gone to those ports in the Canton, and he could 
have done so, but for the following circumstance: 

When he came to Valparaiso, he brought to Captain Stewart, the accused, an official letter from 
Generali Ramirez, commander-in-chief of all the southern provinces of Peru, under the royal authority. 
It was necessary that an answer should be returned to this communication, and one was accordingly 
written, which together with the letter of General Ramirez will be here exhibited. The general was then 
at Arequipa, about ninety miles in the interior, and it was necessary to send the answer to Arica or 
Quilca, to be thence transmitted to Arequipa. The Dolphin was about to sail from Valparaiso to Lima, 
and would or could touch at Arica or Quilca without deviating from her way. In order then to oblige 
Captain Stewart, and for no possible benefit to himself, Captain Smith consented to go in the Dolphin, 
instead of the Canton; and as his business would require him to go to Arequipa, he was to take Captain 
Stewart’s dispatch to General Ramirez. The advantage to the United States in this arrangement was 
this: had the dispatch been forwarded by one of the officers of the.Dolphin, she must have been detained 
until, in the first place, a license could have been obtained from Arequipa permitting him to go there, 
and afterwards until he should have gone there and returned. 

As to what took place on board the Dolphin in relation to the goods and samples of goods mentioned, 
it is not material to the accused to explain or justify it, as he had no connection with or knowledge of 
the transaction; but he will, nevertheless, aver, and stands ready to prove, that no goods or samples of 
goods were taken for sale on board the Dolphin, or offered for sale, or intended for sale. 

Fifth specification, charges that the accused in August, 1822, employed the schooners Peruvian and 
Waterwitch, then in the service of the United States, in tratlic and carrying merchandise on private account. 
The gist and importance of this charge consists in the allegation that these schooners, at the time 
mentioned, were in the service of the United States. Take away this and there is nothing in the charge. 
This allegation is directly and explicitly denied; and will be proved to be unfounded. ‘This might be a 
sufficient answer to the charge, but proceeding on the system of making a full and clear disclosure of all 
the knowledge in possession of the accused, that has any relation to the subjects of accusation, he will 
briefly detail the facts about these schooners Peruvian and Waterwitch. The frames, materials and 
rigging of these schooners, and of another called the Robinson Crusoe, were brought to Valparaiso out 
from Boston in the brig Pearl. They were afterwards built, or put up by the mechanics of the Franklin; 
they being paid for their work by the accused. The Waterwitch was built at Arica; the Peruvian at 
Quilca; and the Robinson Crusoe at Juan Fernandez. It has been the invariable practice of the naval 
commanders of the United States, as well as of other nations, to permit their people to be employed in 
in the work, not only of citizens of the United States, but of foreigners also, provided their duties on 
board the national ship are not obstructed or neglected by such employment; and provided the persons to 
whom they render such services make them a proper remuneration. By the contract between the accused 
and the captain of the Pearl, which will be exhibited, the Peruvian became the property of the accused, 
and he paid for the work of the whole, according to the terms of the contract, besides making a pay- 
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ment of $500. This is the origin of these schooners, both of which were private property. Now, as to the 
service in which they were engaged: the charge is that while in the service of the United States they 
were employed in traffic, and carrying merchandise on private account. As to the Waterwitch, she never 
was at any time, or fur anybody, to the knowledge of the accused, employed in any private traffic, or in 
carrying any merchandize, but was sent immediately on public service to Guayaquil. The services 
rendered by these schooners to the United States will be shown to be important, if not indispensable, 
As to the Peruvian, it has been already stated she was the private property of the accused. The only 
employment she had in traffic, or carrying merchandise on private account, was as follows, and at a time 
when the Peruvian was not, and never had been in the service of the United States; although she was 
about two months afterwards so engaged: 

The Franklin, the Canton, and the Peruvian were at sea together; the Franklin being bound to Lima; 
the Canton to Guayaquil, for a cargo of cocoa; and the Peruvian being in tow of the Franklin, having 
been launched but a short time before, aud not equipped. Captain O’Sullivan, then in command of the 
Canton, who had been rescued, as already mentioned, by the accused from capture by the Belgrano, was 
apprehensive he might again fall in with that vessel and be plundered of his goods, as her captain had 
threatened to take him whenever he could catch him, To avoid this danger, when the Canton was about 
to separate from the Franklin at sea, O’Sullivan requested permission to put certain bales of goods, all 
that were left of the cargo of the Canton, on board the Peruvian, not for the purpose of any trade or 
traflic, but merely for security, and to be restored to the Canton when she should afterwards mect the 
Peruvian at Quilca, to which port the Canton was to sail, after getting in her cocoa at Guayaquil. This 
was accordingly done; the goods were taken to Callao in the Peruvian, in tow of the Franklin, and 
afterwards from Callao to Quilea, but no attempt made to sell them, nor were they ever sold, or offered 
for sale or traffic there; but on the arrival of the Canton at Quilca, they were returned to her in the same 
state they had been received from her; taken by the Canton to New York; regularly landed there, paying 
duties, and conforming in all things to the laws of the United States. 

It may be well to add in this article, that by the frigate Constellation, on her return to the United 
States, the accused had written to the Secretary of the Navy, informing him of the necessity or utility 
of having some sinall vessel in the service, for many objects which a ship so large as the Franklin could 
not perform, After this letter was sent, the Pearl put into Valparaiso, bound to the Sandwich Islands, 
with the frames, &c., before mentioned, on board, and the accused purchased them on the terms already 
stated. The Waterwitch, which did not belong to the accused, was first employed in the public service; 
and afterwards the Peruvian; but not at the time she took the goods on board. To be more explicit as 
to dates, the Waterwitch sailed, under the command of Lieutenant Henry, in the public service, from 
Quilea to Guayaquil, on the 26th July, 1822. She arrived at Callao on 2d September, and there found 
the Peruvian not yet fitted out. He remained in command of the Waterwitch until 26th September, 
when he transferred his crew and command to the Peruvian; from which time only she can be considered 
a vessel in the public service, which is about eight weeks after the goods were put on board of her. 

We will be a little more particular on this subject. On the Sth May, 1822, the accused wrote to the 
Secretary of the Navy, thus: 

“The present state of Panama would afford great facilities in communicating with Washington, but 
to effect it expeditiously an advice boat would be requisite on this side; say a small pilot boat, to be 
manned and officered from the ship, which could be rowed in the long calms to which the passage from 
Lima to Panama and back, is subject. It would therefore be advisable to send a vessel of that descrip- 
tion round here, otherwise no communication could be kept up by that route, as it takes two months for 
a vessel-of-war of any other description to come from Panama to this place.” On the 5th January, 1823, 
the accused adresses another letter to the Secretary. After speaking of the difficulty and uncertainty of 
obtaining opportunities to write to the United States, and his instructions enjoined upon him to make 
“frequent communications to the Department,” he says: “1 have been constrained to procure nyself a 
pilot boat schooner, af my own expense, but officered and manned from the ship, which now enables me to 
forward to you by way of Panama, the dispatches. The usefulness of this vessel will be more evident 
to you, when the various services she has already performed will be seen by the accompanying orders.” 
After a scrupulous investigation of these services, the Department was so well satisfied with their 
usefulness, that it paid Lieutenant Henry the extra allowance he was entitled to as her commander; in 
addition to which, she recaptured from pirates an American vessel and cargo, worth $60,000, for which 
no salvage was ever asked or received. It should be remarked, that except this extra pay to Mr. Henry, 
the employment of this schooner actually cost the United States nothing. The officers and men on board 
of her would have consumed the same provisions on the Franklin, and all the arms, &c., were returned to 
the Franklin, The true character and result of this operation was simply this: that the accused, in his 
zeal to perform efficiently the service he was sent on, procured this vessel for that service, but as his own 
property and at his own expense; knowing that if his government should not choose to take her, he could 
always dispose of her for, at least, her cost. The United States had the use of the vessel for about two 
years, without any charge for it; and when his service ended, the accused sold her so as to reimburse his 
advances. J hope it will not be thought miraculous or incredible that the commander of an American 
squadron should do thus much for the service he was engaged in. Let it not be forgotten, he gave the 
same account of this transaction he now gives, in his letter to the Secretary, when he was far from 
anticipating any censure for it, and could have no object to misrepresent his motives, and the schooner 
never was engaged in any but the public service. This act of liberal and gratuitous zeal is now con- 
verted into a high crime and misdemeanor! Let every man, hereafter, beware not to do more than his 
duty, however honorable and useful it may be. 

Sixth Specification. With every disposition to give the prosecution the utmost latitude of aecusation, 
and a determination to interpose no exception or objection to impede its course, which the most liberal 
mind might deem captious or evasive, the accused cannot avoid to remark that this specification is most 
unreasonably loose and general. It covers the whole period of his command in the Pacific, and every 
transaction in which he was engaged. No act is specified, no person, and no place. If this is sufficiently 
certain and definite to put the accused on his defence, no other specification seems to have been neces- 
sary—everything is included here, The accused is charged with aiding “ the violators,” none of whom 
are named, of the revenue laws of Peru, at ‘ various times”—none designated—between the arrival of 
the Franklin in the Pacific, in February, 1822, and her departure, in 1824. What the aid was, to whom 
rendered, when or where rendered, is all a mystery; not a hint is given by which the accused, or anybody 
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else, can discover with any precision what is alluded to, or would be proved under this specification, It 
is true, it goes on to allege, in terms equally general, that this aid was afforded by permitting “sundry 
persons’ : +0 carry from the shore, coin, bullion, plata pina, a d other articles, ‘‘contrary to the laws of 
the said government, without the permission, authority, or knowledge of the custom house officers and 
local authoritie a and to deposit the said articles, so smuggled, on board the public vessels of the United 
States, then under the command of the said Charles Stewart.” 

It has been already stated that the cargo of the Canton, purchased by Captain Smith, was afterwards 
sold by him at Quilca and Arica, and regularly there landed through the custom house, and agreeably to 
the laws of the existing government. It is presumed that the specification now under consideration 
alludes to the proceeds of the sales of this cargo, consisting of coin, bullion, and plata pina, which were 
brought on board the Franklin. So far from this having been done with any concealment from the local 
sathoritzes, or in fraud of the revenue laws of the country, or under any circumstances which resembled 
a smuggling transaction, it will be unquestionably proved that it was done with the permission, authority, 
and knowledge of the custom house officers and local authorities—nay, with their direct aid and co-opera- 
tion—the regular duties being paid and satisfied to the government. The coin, bullion, and plata pina 
were brought down to the coast from a great distance in the interior, along the public roads, on about 
seventy mules, in open daylight, and was three or four days on the road. ‘This is a new species of 
smuggling, a new mode of defrauding the revenue Jaws and local authorities of a country. It will be 

recollected that at this time these ports, as well as Arequipa and the adjoining country for several hun- 

dred miles on the coast and in the interior, were in the full and unquestionable possession of the royal 
authority, and under that authority all these transactions took place: and this is, perhaps, the grievance 
that has called out the complaints of those who were struggling for that authority, and who, had they 
been in possession of it, would have been treated with the some justice and respect. We look only to 
the “local authority,” in whatever hands we may find it; the question of right the accused was not bound 
to fathom or decide, nor even at liberty to inquire into. 

Seventh specification. This is liable to the same objection of generality and looseness with the pre- 
ceding, as to times, places, and persons. It charges that specie, bullion and plata pina, and other articles, 
were, at varions tines, brought on board public vessels of the United States, clandestinely and at night, 
designed to be transported from Peru in violation of the laws of that country. ‘The specie, bullion, ‘and 
plata pina received in payment of the cargo of the Canton, were brought down, as above stated, on mules 
from a great distance in the interior. It would sometimes arrive in the day and sometimes in the night, 
and was taken in boats on board the Franklin as it arrived. As patriot vessels-of-war were sometimes 
hovering on the coast, it was thought most prudent and safe to ship the specie, &c., immediately on its 
arrival. But this was so far from being done with an intention of smuggling or concealment from the 
custom house oflicers or local authorities, that it was done with their knowledge and aid and under their 
direction. In the case of the first arriv al at night, the colonel commanding at Quilca went with Captain 
Smith to show him the points or places at which it w ould arrive, in order that Captain Smith might have 
his boats there ready to receive it, and dispatched a sergeant to meet the money and have it brought to 
ihe places designated by him. So little did the ac cused” imagine that receiving money at night was an 
offence against the revenue laws, or evidence of fraud and smugeling, that in June, 1822, he wrote to the 
sub-delegate at Quilca, informing him that Captain Smith’s bullion and specie were on the way from 
Arequipa; that he wished it to be immediate ‘ly embarked; and, as it would probably arrive in the night, 
asks his excellency to give such orders to the guard as would prevent their mistaking the boats of “the 
Franklin fur those of the patriots, and such orders were accordingly given. 

The specification further charges, that the money thus brought. on board the public vessels of the 
United States, was afterwards, at sea, transported to certain vessels bound to distant ports, these ves- 
sels being then out of the control of the authorities on shore. After such vessels had passed the exami- 
nation of the custom house officers, the design of this operation is declared to be, to defraud the laws of 
the government of Peru; and this is, in fact, the gist and substance of the whole specification. It is, 
there fore, abundantly obvious, that if the money, &c., in question, was put on board the Franklin by the 
permission and authority of the local authorities and its custom house officers, having, of course, satisfied 
all the duties and claims required by the laws of the country, it was wholly immaterial what was after- 
wards done with it, or whether the vessels in which it was placed were at sea or in port, or had not 
passed the examination of the custom house officers. It is conceded that this money, bullion, &c., was 
afterwards, at distant periods, and various places, put on board other vessels, to be transported to the 
United States to the respective owners to whom it belonged. At other places, to wit, Lima aud Valpa- 
raiso, money and bullion were put on board the Fi ‘anklin by citimona of the United States, and others 
not parties to the war, on deposit for safe keeping, and afterwards returned to the owners as called for. 
Whether they had paid duties or not, the accused had no means of knowing, and was not bound to 
inquire. He was sent on his cruise to protect the commerce of the United States; to afford relief and 
protection to the citizens of the United States and their property, with no prohibitions or limitations but 
such as the laws of nations impose. The notorious fact, that the property of citizens of the United 

States had been violently seized, not only on shore, but from their vessels, not able to defend it, rendered 
it necessary for its protection that it should be placed on board a ship-of-war, whose force alone could 
intimidate the audacity of those plunderers, and protect the innocent from their rapacity. 

Eighth specification, seems to be but as generalizing the various matters contained in the preceding 
specifications, or some of them; and the accused therefore refers, as a reply to it, to the answers already 
given. 
Ninth specification, charges that the accused afforded extraordinary and illegal aid to the Canton and 
other vessels in which he was interested with Captain E. Smith, to the neglect ‘of other vessels engaged 
in a lawful commerce, but in the profits of which he had no participation. 

The accused afforded no aid to the Canton, but such as he has already detailed; and he denies that 
any part of it was either extraordinary or illeg: al, or such as he would not have promptly and faithfully 
afforded to any other American vessel in the same necessity. As to his connection, concern or interest 
with Captain E. Smith, in the Canton or her cargo, or any other vessel, or any participation in their 
profits, he has already distinctly and explicitly denied, and will fully maintain his denial. The accused 
is entirely ignorant, and denies that he neglected to afford protection to any vessel, in his knowledge, to 
which he was bound to afford it. 
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Tenth specification, charges that the accused purchased from the Canton, at Valparaiso, in April, 
1822, ninety bolts of canvas, twenty-five and a half casks of wine, and three hundred and thirty-five 
pounds of copper nails, paints, oils, &c., ostensibly for the use of the Franklin, when they were not neces- 
sary for her, and in fact were not employed or consumed in her, 

It is somewhat hard to call upon a commander of such a ship-of-war, on a station which imposed upon 
him such arduous, important and embarrassing duties and responsibilities, to account for every article, 
even toa few pounds of nails or gallons of oil, purchased for the ship, and which he is obliged to pro- 
cure, not always on his own knowledge or investigation, but on the representations and requisitions of 
inferior officers, in whose departments these wants occur, or for which the articles are intended. 

The ace used, however, denying his responsibility for any excesses or errors of this kind that do not 
amount to a culpable negligence and inattention to his general superintending duty and authority, 
will give the best account in his power of the matters charged against him. 

As to the canvas. He did purchase, or ordered to be purchased, ninety bolts of canvas, on the 
indent or requisition of the sailmaker; twenty-four of which were actually consumed on board the 
Franklin for her use, thirty were furnished to the Constellation, Captain Ridgely, and thirty-six were, on 
the request of the captain of the Canton, who became in want of them, returned to him, and for which he 
paid the purser of the Franklin, who has regularly credited the U nited States with the amount, in his 
accounts; and so far was the purchase of this article from being useless or unnecessary for the F ranklin, 
and so far was she from being amply supplied with it, that it was necessary afterw ards to make a fur- 
ther purchase of canvas for her, which tp not found its way into this specification; perhaps, because it 
was not purchased of that obnoxious ship, the Canton. The wine mentioned in the specification was 
purchased at about fifty cents a gallon by Mr. Hogan, the American consul at Valparaiso, by order of 
the accused, to be used by the midshipmen of the Franklin, as a substitute for ardent spirits. It was 
also used, with the exception of two or three casks, which spoiled, and were converted into vinegar, 
which would have cost about double the price of the wine. 

The other articles mentioned were purchased on the indent or requisition of the officers of the 
Franklin, and were, as the accused believes, either employed for her use, or remain as aia of the public 
stores on board of her. 

The actual purchase of all these articles was made by Mr. logan, the consul and agent of the United 
States at Valparaiso, to whom the requisitions or indents were sent by the accused, as he received them 
from his officers, and who made the purchases of such persons and on such terms as he thought proper. 
The accounts of Mr. Hogan, filed in the Navy Department, will show this. 

Eleventh specification, does not seem to charge the mere causing or permitting the carpenters and 
other persons attached to the Franklin to be employed in working on board private vessels, as an offence 
or breach of duty; nor could it do so, as it is a constant aud beneficial practice, not only in our service, 
but in others, both naval and military, to permit the mechanics and other yersons attached to a ship-of- 
war to be thus employed. The grievance laid is, that this was done without any proper and adequate 
reason, and without any compensation to the individuals thus employed. As to the adequate reason, it 
is presumed that must depend upon the opinion and wishes and wants of the persons asking for such 
assistance, and who are willing to pay for it, and would not probably require it on such terms, without 
an adequate reason. The diftic ulty and frequent impossibility of obtaining workmen of this description 
in the ports of the Pacific, are known to many of the members of the court. In every case where the 
carpenters or other persons of the Franklin were employed in working on board private vessels, the indi- 
viduals thus employed were compensated for their services by the persons by whom they were employed. 

Twelfth specification, charges that the accused received Capt. E. Smith on board the Franklin, and 
permitted him to remain there nearly a year, engaged in private traffic, and that he employed the naval 
forces of the United States in subserviency to the views of said Smith. It need not be repeated that it 
is the constant practice of our service, and it is believed of every service, to take passengers on board 
our ships for their personal accommodation and business, provided they have no unlawful objects to be 
aided by this accommodation, and are either our own citizens or are neutral in relation to any subsisting 
war; nor is any possible inconvenience or wrong perceived in this practice, used with discretion and 
without inconvenience to the ship. The allegation that the naval forces of the United States were made 
subservient to the traffic or views of Capt. Smith, is utterly without foundation or truth. Capt. Smith 
same in the Constellation to Valparaiso on his private business, and it has never been charged as an 
offence against the honorable commander of that frigate. The principal object of Capt. Smith in going to 
Valparaiso, was to call upon the accused, and claim his aid in obtaining certain claims he had upon the 
government of Chili for property taken from him before the arrival of the accused, who was specially 
charged in his instructions to afford relief in such, and all other cases, to the citizens of the United States. 
While at Valparaiso, Capt. Smith received information that the brig Macedonian, the vessel in which he 
had sailed from the United States, with a cargo of about $90,000, belonging to American citizens, was 
seized by the authorities of Lima, then in the hands of the patriots. On the arrival, as above stated, of 
Capt. Smith at Quilca, this disastrous news was confirmed; and he requested the accused to take him in 
the Franklin, then going to Lima, to look after this property. The accused did not and could not refuse 
this request. He would have abandoned his duty and the orders of his government if he had. He took 
Capt. Smith to Lima, and this was the first time he was on board the Franklin, unless as a casual visitor. 
The passage to Lima occupied about seven or eight days, and Capt. Smith remained there with the 
Franklin about two months, endeavoring, with the aid and co-operation of the accused, to obtain a resti- 
tution of his property. The correspondence between the accused and the government at Lima will fully 
explain this transaction, The Franklin, with Capt. Smith, returned to Quilca, occupying in the passage 
about twenty-two days, and here Capt. Smith would he ave left her; but the accused advised him to go in 
her back to Valparaiso, and on this account: before the accused had first sailed from V alparaiso, he had 
opened a correspondence with the government of Chili on the subject of Smith’s claim, which corres- 
pondence will be exhibited to the court. This correspondence the accused had sent to his own govern- 
ment by the schooner Amanda. He had seen it reported in the public papers that Lieut. Forrest was 
coming out with dispatches to him, and he thought it probable they might contain some information or 
instructions in relation to Smith’s claim upon Chili, which he had communicated, as aforesaid, to our 
government. He therefore advised Capt. Smith to go with him to Valparaiso to meet any such instruc- 
tions, should they arrive. Capt. Smith very naturally and judiciously took this advice; sailed in the 
ship, and arrived in a passage of about twenty-five days; he remained with her there about fourteen 
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days; sailed to Juan Fernandez, where the ship was detained, not for the accommodation of Captain 
Smith, about a month; went back to Valparaiso and remained there three or four weeks, and then sailed 
to Quilca, where he arrived in about eight days, and then left the Franklin, where he would have left 
her long before, but for the friendly and disinterested advice of the accused. The court have now, with 
a minuteness certainly tedious and almost ridiculous, but rendered necessary by the charge, an account 
of all the time spent by Captain Smith on board the Franklin, with the views and objects entertained 
both by himself and the accused in making these passages. 

As a final and decisive justification of the accused, for all the exertions he used to aid Capt. Smith 
in his endeavors to obtain redress for the loss of the Macedonian and her cargo, it will be sufficient to 
show that the owners of that property had presented a memorial to our government, praying its inter- 
ference in enforcing their claims, and that our government accordingly sent a copy of the memorial to 
the accused, with instructions to give any aid in his power in obtaining satisfaction for them. 

I appeal, confidently, to every member of this court, whether he has ever heard of any prohibition in 
our service, forbidding the comimander of a national ship to take an American, or a foreigner, into his 
cabin, to feed him at his own table, at his own expense, without the cost of a cent to the United States, 
and carry him where he pleases in the due course of his cruise, provided, in the case of a citizen, his 
business and purposes are lawful, and in case of a foreigner, he be not a belligerent. True, indeed, the 
commander of a national ship shall not give the countenahce and protection of his force to assist an 
American citizen in violating the laws of his own country, or invading the rights of another, uor shall 
he extend his assistance to any belligerent subject or citizen, to protect him against his enemy, for this, 
in a degree, would be to take part in the war; but, with these exceptions, who ever heard of its being 
criminal in a naval commander, in any service, to take a passenger in his ship, at his own expense, from 
one port to another, for nearly a year, or for ten years? 

Of Captain Sinith, whose presence, on board the Franklin, seems to have excited so much ire against 
her commander, it is but justice to say, that he has been entrusted with property to an immense amount, 
by some of the first commercial men in the United States; that this confidence was continued through 
the course of many years, in situations requiring a high degree of intelligence, firmness and integrity, 
and that to the last hour of his agency, he retained the respect of his principals unimpaired. 

This specification does not charge anything unlawful in the objects or views of Captain Smith, while 
on board the Franklin. 

Thirteenth specification. In reply to this specification, the accused denies that he ever employed the 
said E. Smith to carry dispatches, with the exception of the letter to General Ramirez, the reasons and 
circumstances of which have been already explained, which prevented a long and inconvenient detention 
of the Dolphin at Quilca, when on her passage to Lima; which saved to the United States all the expense 
of such delay, as well as of a messenger for a license to Arequipa, which was done by the said E. Smith, 
purely to oblige the accused, or rather, the service of the United States, and which aflorded no advantage 
or facilities whatever, in the knowledge of the accused, or in his view when he sent the dispatches by 
the said E. Smith, to his private concerns. The accused denies that he ever employed the said E. Smith 
to board vessels, or perform other duties, which ought to have been executed by officers in the service of 
the government, unless the carrying the letter to General Ramirez, shall be so deemed. 

Fourteenth specification. The manner in which certain bales of goods were put on board the Peruvian, 
from the Canton, and the purpose for which they were put there, and their subsequent return to the 
Canton, have all been explained in the reply of the accused to the 5th specification, and need not now 
be repeated. He has also stated that the Peruvian was not, at that time, a public vessel; and he denies 
the allegation, in this specification, that she was “ostensibly a public vessel’? in any proper meaning of 
the terms. But let us mect this accusation in its most formidable attitude. What if, instead of these 
goods having been put in the Peruvian, they had been taken on board the Franklin, for no purposes of 
trade, but bona fide to preserve them from an impending danger, and were afterwards, when the danger 
was past, returned to their owner as they were received—whom has he offended? Whose rights invaded? 
What duty or law has he violated? As to the part of the specification which charges that the accused 
received and carried on board the Franklin the supercargo of the Canton, and samples of goods put on 
board the Peruvian, for the purpose of furthering the sale of the said cargo—he answers: that the said 
goods were not put on board the Peruvian for sale or trade, with any permission or knowledge of the 
accused, nor were they afterwards offered or used fo: such purposes, or so intended, with his permission 
or knowledge; and, of course, the samples mentioned were not brought on board the Franklin with the 
permission of the accused, to further the sale of the cargo, nor did he know they were brought on board, 
if they were so, nor were the samples ever exposed or used for any such purpose. The goods, consisting 
of nine or ten bales of silk, were put into the Peruvian, merely for protection and security against the 
threatened seizure by the captain of the Belgrano. Mr. Horatio G. Ward, who had been supercargo of the 
Canton, was employed by the accused, as his secretary or clerk, being acquainted with the Spanish 
language, and therefore ceased to be the supercargo of the Canton. He appears on the books of the 
Franklin, to be in her service, from the Ist August, 1822, which is the day after he came on board. 
Among the baggage of Mr. Ward, these samples of the silks were brought on board; but it was unknown 
to the accused. 

And the accused further begs leave to subinit to the consideration and decision of the court, whether 
it is a violation of any law of the United States, or of any regulation of the naval service, in the com- 
mander of a vessel-of-war to take on board his ship a citizen of the United States, with samples of goods 
really intended for sale by him, and for the purpose of using such samples in effecting such sales, pro- 
vided the goods are not brought on board the national ship; nor is the ship permitted to deviate from her 
course in order to facilitate ov subserve such objects and purposes; and such citizen has no illicit trade or 
transaction to be thus aided by the permission or knowledge of the commander. The accused, neverthe- 
less, protests that he had no knowledge that the samples in question were brought on board the 
Franklin; that he gave no such permission, nor knew of any use made or intended to be made of them, 

for the purpose of furthering the sale of the goods represented by them. 

Fifteenth specification. The accused avers that neither Captain John O’Sullivan nor Mr. H. Ward were 
received or permitted to remain on board the Franklin, for any long period of time, for the purpose of 
traftic, or any other purpose. They made occasional and short visits, as other persons did or might have 
done. In this answer he does not include the period during which the said Ward was employed as his 
clerk on board the Franklin. 
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Sixteenth specification, The facts of the transaction, alluded to in this specification, are these: Two 
horses were taken from Valparaiso to Quilca, one of which belonged to the accused, and was presented 
by hiin to a Mr. Cotera, residing at Quilea, in return for some small silver baskets of Indian manufacture, 
which he had given to Mrs. Stewart. The other horse belonged to Captain E. Smith, which he disposed 
of at Quilca, as he thought proper; but how or to whom was unknown to the accused. Neither of the 
horses had any equipments, not even a saddle and bridle, when disposed of as aforesaid. They were both 
taken on board, at Valparaiso, with the knowledge and permission of the governor of that place, to whom 
applicaiion tor such permission was made, by Mr. Hogan, the American consul. The governor recom- 
mended that they should be taken on board at the public arsenal; and it was accordingly so done. 

Seventeenth specification. This specification is already substantially answered. The people or 
mechanies of the Franklin, who were employed in building the schooners mentioned, were fully paid and 
remunerated for their work, by the accused; any articles taken for their use, and in fact none were taken 
but for the Peruvian, were afterwards replaced or returned by the accused. A vessel of the description 
of the Peruvian was required for the public service, and the accused had so informed his government, 
and the Peruvian was actually and usefully employed in such service. 

Eighteenth specification. This specification charges that the accused permitted sails, &c., to be 
made for the use of the Canton, by the crew of the Franklin and other public vessels, and out of mate- 
rials which had been purchased for the service of the government. The crew of the Franklin did make 
on board the Franklin certain sails for the use of the Canton, and they were made of the thirty-six bolts of 
canvas before mentioned, originally purchased from the captain of the Canton, and afterwards, on his 
falling in want of them, returned to him and fully paid for by him to the purser of the Franklin, who 
passed the amount to the credit of the United States. These were services which the accused always 
thought himself not only authorized but bound to render to his countrymen in need of them, and which 
he did render, and was always willing to render, to other American vessels, as well as the Canton, when 
it could be done withou® injury to the service or loss to the United States. The work done was always 
remunerated; and the materials used replaced or paid for. 

Nineteenth specitication. The accused admits that this specification is substantially true. The Dol- 
phin was ordered to proceed from Callao to Guayaquil, to give protection to the commerce of the United 
States in that quarter. The sails made on board the Franklin for the use of the Canton, as mentioned in 
the answer to the last preceding specification, were not finished when the Canton sailed for Guayaquil, 
and the accused took the opportunity of the Dolphin to send them to the Canton. He also sent by the 
same opportunity $50,000, part of the proceeds of the cargo of the Canton, taken in at Quilea as afore- 
said, and belonging to the house of Le Roy, Bayard & Co., of New York, and which Captain O’Sullivan 
informed him he wanted at Guayaquil. He also sent about $100,000 belonging to Mr. Lang. The sails 


and the $50,000 were delivered on board the Canton, and the $100,000 to Mr. Lang, who was then at 


Guayaquil. 

When money or bullion were taken on deposit or for transportation, receipts or bills of lading were 
given for them, signed by the commander of the ship, which passed in those seas in the purchase of 
produce or goods as so much cash, it being the most convenient and safe mode of carrying funds from 
place to place, and being known the money would always be paid on presenting them to the ship. Thus 
when Captain O'Sullivan was going to Guayaquil for his cargo of cocoa, he took with him bills of lading, 
the same spoken of by Midshipman Hopkinson, for his specie on board the Franklin, intending to pay for 
his cargo with then. But, for some reason, he found at Guayaquil the money would do better, and there- 
fore it was that $50,000 were sent to him in the Dolphin by Lieutenant Conner, who brought back to 
Captain Stewart the bills of lading canceled, as well as those of Mr. Lang. 

Specifications twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three. These four specifications all relate to the 
affair of Lieutenant Weaver; and as they have been the subject of so much speculation and misrepresen- 
tation, and occupy so large and conspicuous a place among the charges now preferred against the accused, 
he will answer them with some care and attention, though with precison and brevity. The charges are: 

1. That he permitted Lieutenant Weaver, borne on the books of the Franklin, to absent himself 
from the ship and from her duties, during the entire cruise, from September, 1821 until August 1824, 
without any necessity or excuse of a public nature. 

2. That the acensed approved certain muster rolls, by which it was made to appear that Mr. Weaver 
was performing his duties on board the ship, up to December 31, 1823, when the accused knew he was 
absent, engaged in his private concerns. 

3. That the accused directed the purser to transmit to the Navy Department false and erroneous 
transcripts from the muster rolls, representing that Mr. Weaver was absent in charge of public stores at 
Callao, when no such entry was ever made in the original muster roll, and the accused knew said Weaver 
was not at Callao, and that there were no public stores there he could be in charge of. 

4, That the accused caused the purser of the ship to enter on the muster roll, on or about the 16th 
November, 1824, that the said Weaver was absent without leave from Ist August, 1822, when the accused 
had approved the muster roll by which it was made to appear said Weaver was actually on board, 
up to 81st December, 1823. 

The accused will answer all these matters by a simple and connected narrative of all the facts, in 
his knowledge, to which they relate, trusting that the court will apply it to the several parts, as shall be 
just and requisite. 

It was expected that the Franklin would sail from New York about the lst of September. The 
situation of Mr. Weaver’s family made it desirable for him not to sail so soon. Accordingly, on the Ist 
September, 1821, he wrote to Captain Stewart: ‘Circumstances of a personal nature render it extremely 
desirable for me to remain a short time longer at New York, and to have permission to join the Franklin 
in the Pacific. I shall proceed in the ship America, bound to a port in that sea; which will be the earli- 
est opportunity from this place.” To this application, the accused, on the 5th September, replied: ‘“Agree- 
ably to your request, of the Ist instant, you are hereby permitted to remain in New York, and to proceed 
to the Pacific, to rejoin the Franklin there, by the earliest opportunity which may suit your convenience.” 
It happened that, from a part of the crew of the Franklin having been found unfit for service, she was 
detained at New York beyond the time mentioned; and, in the meantime, certain stores, for the use of 
the Franklin, were, by order of the Department, put on board the America. This produced a second 
order from the accused to Lieutenant Weaver, dated on the 4th October, 1821, in which he directs him 
to take special charge of the stores; and, on his arriyal at the port of anchorage, to have them stored 
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and preserved until the arrival of the ship. The America, with Mr. Weaver and the stores, arrived at 
Callao; the stores were landed and stored; and, after waiting some time at Callao, Mr. Weaver, before 
the arrival of the Franklin there, returned to the United States, and never afterwards rejoined the ship. 

The twentieth specification charges that the accused permitted Mr. Weaver to absent himself during 
the whole cruise. The only permission given is now before the court, and they will easily decide whether 
it is of the nature and extent alleged. It is true, Mr. Weaver has contended, in another place, that such 
was the construction he put upon his order; and that by it he was only to rejoin the ship, when he should 
find it convenient. Even on this construction, one cannot see how he was justified in never joining her 
at all. But how can this construction be maintained? In the first place, can any one imagine that the 
grant was intended to be larger than the request; that the indulgence was to surpass the desires of the 
person to be obliged? In Mr. Weaver’s letter he only asks to be permitted ‘to remain a short time longer 
in New York,” and “to have permission to join the Franklin in the Pacific.” That is, that he should not 
be required to sail in the ship, but might go out by some other conveyance, and join the ship in the 
Pacific. Was he, then, not only to go out in another vessel, but, on his arrival there, was he to join the 
Franklin or not, according to what he might consider his convenience? Was he, instead of waiting the 
coming of the Franklin, and then to rejoin her, to land her stores, and return, about his private concerns 
or for his own pleasure, to the United States, and never seck or see his ship more? But the order of the 
accused on this subject is clear and decisive: ‘‘Agreeably to the request” of Mr. Weaver, and what that 
was we have seen, he is permitted to remain in New York, and to proceed to the Pacific, to “ rejoin the 
Franklin there, by the earliest opportunity which may suit your convenience.”’ That is, most obviously, 
that he is to proceed to the Pacific by the earliest opportunity which should suit his convenience, and to 
rejoin the Franklin on his arrival there. His convenience is consulted as to the mode and time of his 
conveyance to the Pacific; but his orders are positive, to rejoin the ship on his arrival there. The order 
admits of no other grammatical or reasonable construction. The twentieth specification is thus wholly 
disproved; and it is clear that the accused did not permit Mr. Weaver to ‘‘absent himself from the ship 
during the entire cruise,’ and when he did so, it was on his own responsibility, and without the leave or 
permission of the accused. 

The twenty-first specification charges that the accused approved a certain muster roll of the 31st 
December, 1823, by which it was made to appear that Mr. Weaver was on board the ship, performing 
his duties, when the accused knew he was absent. It is true the accused did sign the muster roll alluded 
to, and that he did then know Mr. Weaver was absent. 

The twenty-second specification charges that the accused caused the purser to return to the Navy 
Department false and erroneous transcripts of the muster rolls, representing that Mr. Weaver was in 
charge of stores at Callao, when the accused knew Weaver was not at Callao, and there were no stores 
there to be in his charge. 

These two specifications will be answered and explained together. 

It has been seen that Lieutenant Weaver had received leave of absence at New York; that he had 
been put in charge of stores, with which he was to rejoin the ship in the Pacific. The first muster roll 
returned after the sailing of the ship was sent by the pilot, and is dated ‘‘ Off Sandy Hook, October 10, 
1821.” In this the remark opposite to the name of Mr. Weaver is “absent on leave, to join at Valparaiso, 
in charge of stores;” of this entry the words “in charge of stores’? were made by the accused in his own 
handwriting, the rest is the writing of the purser or his clerk. The Franklin and the America met at 
Valparaiso in February, 1822, when the accused ordered Mr. Weaver to proceed to Callao with the stores, 
and accordingly, in the next muster roll made up and transmitted to the government, i. March following, 
Mr. Weaver is returned as ‘absent on leave, in charge of stores at Callao.” 

The third muster roll made up and returned to the government bears date on the 31°t October, 1822. 
Now let it be observed, as a circumstance decisive of all the doubt and difficulty that has arisen on this 
subject, that the accused arrived at Callao on the Ist of August, 1822, and then learnt that Mr. 
Weaver had been there, had landed the stores put under his charge, and had returned to the United 
States. We shall now see what was the understanding of the accused of the permission he had given 
Mr. Weaver, and whether he was disposed to indulge him with a violation of his order, or an extension 
of his permission at his own will and pleasure, and above all, whether he intended or desired that the 
government should be misinformed or deceived about the true situation of Mr. Weaver. This muster roll 
was brought by the purser to the accused with this remark annexed to the name of Mr. Weaver “on 
leave of absence,’ to which the accused added at the time, in his own handwriting, ‘‘in charge of stores to 
Ist August, 1822.” This roll was transmitted to the Navy Department by the brig “Dick,” but with some 
others has not been found in the Department; it fully apprised the Secretary of State of the fact about Mr. 
Weaver, that his leave of absence from the accused extended no farther than to Ist August, 1822, leaving 
it to the Department to take such course with Mr. Weaver as they should think proper. It was neither 
necessary nor proper that the accused should strike him off the books; it was enough for him to put his case 
in possession of the government to do as they should please with it, and his remaining on the books could 
not make his case better or worse, could give him no rights or claim upon the government if, by abandon- 
ing his duty, he had forfeited them, or made himself in any other way amenable to reprehension or pun- 
ishment. His duty was to join the ship on her arrival at Callao, and he was in the breach of that duty 
from the arrival of the ship at that port, which was on the Ist of August, 1822; from that time the 
accused considered him a delinquent and so informed the government, and here his duty was fulfilled and 
ended, 

But the difficulty and confusion of this part of the case arises from the muster roll returned 31st 
December, 1823, in which it is said to be entered that Lieutenant Weaver was absent then in charge of 
stores at Callao. This entry or remark is made by the purser, and not as the former one, by Captain 
Stewart himself. It is alleged by the accused, and he trusts it will be shown to the satisfaction of the 
court, to have been made by a mistake or misapprehension, by the purser, of the directions given to him 
by the accused, simply in omitting the date ordered to be added to the remark or entry. At a time when 
the accused was in some haste, he was asked by the purser what entry should be made for Mr. Weaver, 
when the accused replied, “enter him as absent on leave, in charge of stores at Callao, to the Ist August, 
1822,” adding that he knew him officially, or as an officer of the ship, only to that period, and, if he had 
returned to the United States, it was on his own responsibility, and he must answer to the government 
for his conduct. 

The muster roll was signed by the accused on the natural but incautious presumption that the entry 
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would be made as directed, without examining it for himself. It is absolutely incredible, unless on the 
supposition of insanity, that the accused, in December, 1823, should designedly make a return to his 
evoverninent that Mr. Weaver was then on ‘leave of absence at C: allao, in charge of stores, when in Octo- 
be sr, 1822, he had returned to the same Department that said leave extended only to the Ist August, 1822, 
when he knew that the stores were no longer at Callao, but had been taken on board the F ranklin, and 
were, in fact, in whole or in p: art consumed; and when he knew that Mr. Weaver was in the United States 
by his personal presence to give to the government a direct and decisive contradiction to such a return, 
Surely the accused must be acquitted of such preposterous, uscless absurdity, which could deceive 
nobody; and, if it did, could answer no possible object for his benelit or that of anybody. 

Finally, who can, under all these circumstances, say that the accused did knowingly make or sign a 
false muster roll; or execute, attempt, or countenance, any fraud against the United States, within the 
true spirit and meaning of the 18th article of the navy regulations? Some misunderstanding between 
the commander and the purser, some error or foreetfulne ss, has brought confusion into the transaction; 
but as to the willful and designed falsehood and fraud conte inplated in the article, it is impossible io 
imagine them. When he signed the muster roll he believed it returned the true state of Mr. We aver’s 
case, and therefore he did not knowingly sign a false one. It is to prove for such errors that the word 
“knowingly” is introduced in the article. 

The 23d specification, and the last on this subject, charges that, in November, 1824, the accused 
caused the purser of the ship to enter on the muster roll that Mr. Weaver was absent froin the ship, 
without leave, from Ist of August, 1822, whereas the accused had approved the muster roll, by which it 
appeared that he was actually on board to 81st December, 1823. 

We have already shown that the leave of absence given to Mr. Weaver actually expired on the Ist 
of August, 1822, and shown how the mistake occurred which re presented him as in the service to the 
31st December, 1823, a mistake certainly of the purser, and not of Captain Stewart; and the entry made 
on the 16th November, 1824, being according to the truth of the fact, to wit, that he was absent from 
the Ist August, 1822, without leave, was an injury to nobody, and cannot be a just ground of complaint. 
If the leave of absence did expire at the time mentioned, what ground of censure does it afford that it 
was so stated in the final muster roll of the ship, whatever might have been said by mistake or otherwise, 
in December, 1823? But ss is an error in this specification in not distinguishing between the muster 
rolls and the muster books, or roll kept for the ship. The former are made up and signed by the captain, 
from time to time, as opp ne te offer for transmitting them to the government; the latter is the record 
of the purser, kept by him, seldom if ever seen by the captain until the end of the cruise, and the entries 
made in which are not directed or examined by the captain. It is true the muster book and the muster 
rolls ought generally to correspond with each other, as the latter should be a transcript of the former, 
The captain, during the cruise, sees only the rolls prepared to be transmitted home, and, at the end of 
It is the duty of the purser to see that they correspond. If they do not, 
it is his error and not ours. In this c ~ the purser, with his own hand, had recorded Mr. Weaver as 

“absent on leave,” in his roll of March, 1823; and afterwards, in December, 1828, he represents him as 
on duty in the ship, although he knew he re not returned to her. Is not this, obviously, an unintentional 
error, and the error of the purser, not of the captain? 

The accused, then, when he corrected the first muster roll signed after he had found Mr. Weaver 
had left the ship, might well suppose the purser had made the entry in the book to correspond with it, 
especially as he had in substance repeated the same thing to the purser on the 31st December, 1828. The 
muster book is not brought to the ‘aptain for his signature until the conclusion of the cruise. In the 
present case, this book was presented by the purser to the accused for his approbation and signature at 
the time mentioned; and then, for the first time, could he know that the proper entry had not been made 
of Mr. Weaver's absence, and therefore required it to be done before he would give his approval to the 
book; and if he had discovered any other error or omission in the book, it is presumed he would have 
withheld his signature until it was corrected, and made to appear according to the truth and fact of the 
case. The entry in question is according to the truth of the case as it actually occurred, and as it had 
been actually stated on the muster roll of October, 1822, and transmitted to the government. It was 
made at the proper time, to wit, when the book wan presented to the accused for approval; and no 
injustice or injury has been done to anybody by the time and manner in which it was done. 

Twenty-fourth cA ap orga This specification charges that the accused permitted the purser of the 
Franklin, at the port of Arica, in June, 1822, to send on shore, for sale, large quantities of clothing and 
other articles brought on board for the use of the officers; and, by this means, when these artic les were 
wanted for the officers they could not be procured from the purser. 

The clothing alluded to was the private property of the purser, taken on board by him at New York 
to be sold to the officers of the ship, and for their use and accommodation; without any, the most distant 
expectation or design of using them for any other purpose, or selling them to any other persons. Of 
course, in taking these articles on board, there was no infraction of the regulation which forbids the 
commander of a vessel to receive, or permit to be received, on board of his vessel, any goods or mer- 
chandise, other than for the sole use of his vessel. The subsequent disposition of a part of these articles 
took place in a manner and for reasons which will be brietly detailed. 

The unfortunate loss of seven or eight of the officers of the ship, by the upsetting of a boat at 
Quintare, will long be remembered and lamented. A further diminution of the officers of the Franklin 
was made by the return of a number to the United States in the Constellation. ‘The consumers or cus- 
tomers for the clothing taken on board by the purser, were thus considerably reduced; and the extrava- 
gant prices required at the ports in the Pacific for washing, induced the officers to prefer articles that did 
not eall for that operation so frequently as white drilling pantaloons and marseilles vests. Under these 
circumstances the purser found himself in possession of a much larger stock of these articles than he was 
likely to sell on board the ship. In a conversation between the purser and Capt. O’Sullivan, of the Can- 
ton, this subject was adverted to, and Capt. O’Sullivan offered to take such articles as were considered 
surplus, on board his ship and endeavor to dispose of them for the purser, to persons from time to time 
coming on board the Canton. They were accordingly se:t there, consisting of some fine shirts, black 
silk vests, drilling pantaloons, and marseilles vests. After this, Capt. O’Sullivan, alarmed at the approach 
of the Belgrano, and fearing to be plundered by her, sent these articles on shore with some of his own, 
where they were thrown into the custom house; part of them were afterward stolen from thence, by some 
soldiers, and the remainder sold. Upon the whole, the purser never received, by several hundred dollars, 
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as much for them as they had cost him in New York. It was all fine clothing, suitable only for the offi- 
cers, and instead of the officers suffering any inconvenience for the want of these articles, many were 
brought home in the ship; there being still a surplus of them, with the exception of the black silk vests, 
of which more were afterwards wanted than were on hand. It is necessary only to add that the pormis- 
sion of the accused went no farther than to allow the articles to be taken on board the Canton; all that 
was subsequently done with them was without any participation, permission, or knowledge on his part. 

Twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth specifications. The accused has no knowledge of the matters alluded to 
in these specifications, nor can he even conjecture to what transactions they refer; and he certainly does 
not hold himself responsible for wrongs or irregularties of this description, committed on board his ship 
by persons unknown to him, and of which he has no knowledge or means of knowledge. That he neither 
caused, nor permitted such things to be done, he avers most explicitly. 

As to the beggarly account given by the gunner, of some musket cartridges and match rope sent to 
the Canton, under an expectation that they would be replaced by others, the accused heard of them here 
for the first time. They were not entered, as the specification alleges, ‘‘as expended for the Franklin in 
the regular course of public service;” and if they were, he had nothing to do with it. He neither sent 
them, or caused them to be sent. 

Twenty-seventh specification. This specification charges the accused with causing or permitting a 
number of hoops and other materials belonging to the government to be used; and the crew of the 
Franklin to be occupied in making kegs to hold specie, and not accounting to the government for the 
money received on account of the said kegs. 

As to the money paid for the work of the crew, in making those kegs, it is presumed it belonged to 
those of the crew by whom the work was done, and no account of it to the government was required. Of 
the materials, consisting of some iron hoops and the staves of broken up beef barrels, an account will be 
given with as much seriousness as such a charge will admit of. The facts, as far as they are known to 
the accused, are these: a number of barrels or kegs, amounting to about 30 or 35, were made up, to put 
the specie in on board the vessel, with the cast-off staves of barrels that had contained beef for the ship, 
and had been broken up and cast aside, as the beef was consumed. Whether they would have been thrown 
overboard or used for fuel, if they had not been made into kegs for the specie, cannot now be settled. 
The iron hoops for those kegs did belong to the government, as asserted in the specification, and the only 
question is whether they have been accounted for. On the first opportunity that occurred, other iron 
hoops, greater, it is believed, in number, were purchased from what is called the slush fund, and restored 
to the ship, to replace those taken as aforesaid; and this slush fund was reimbursed this advance by the 
money received from the owners of the specie which was placed in the kegs. It has so happened that 
many of these kegs wére not afterwards used for the specie, being found of insufficient strength, and they 
remained with the Franklin, and were used for water casks for the boats, &c. Thus, it is clear that by this 
operation the Government of the United States was a gainer by some dozen or two of iron hoops; having 
first received back as many, or more, as had been taken, and afterwards got some of her own again, 
round the kegs not used for specie. We will not charge the government with never having accounted 
for these hoops. After all, these are small matters to occupy the time and grave attention of such a court 
as this. Thirteen post captains, the foremost men in the country, called from their stations and homes 
to inquire into the loss of a few old staves and iron hoops!) The commander of a seventy-four brought up 
like a petty pilferer to answer such a charge! The accounts of a slush fund to be audited by such a 
board! Was a slush fund ever so honored before? 

Twenty-eighth specification. Of this specification, and the several matters alluded to in it, the accused 
has no knowledge. Certainly he never sent, or caused or permitted to be sent, on board the Canton any 
of the articles mentioned belonging to the government, to the injury or loss of the government. What- 
ever was done of this description, with his permission, has been already explained; and the articles were 
either paid for or returned. 

Twenty-ninth specification. The accused gives the same denial of any permission or knowledge of the 
facts charged in this specification, with the exception of a saw which he permitted Captain Smith to have 
from the Franklin, at Quilca, on a promise to procure another to replace it, at Valparaiso; at which place 
Captain Smith endeavored to obtain one, but it was not to be had, and he was therefore obliged to post- 
pone it until the return of the ship to New York, when and where he purchased another saw and delivered 
it to the Franklin. The United States have thus most happily got a new saw for an o/d one. 


CHARGE If, 


Specifications one, two, three, four, and five of this charge are but repetitions of those made under the 
first charge, and which have been already fully explained and replied to in the answers to those specifi- 
cations. The accused begs leave to refer to those answers, and that they may be applied as shall be 
suitable to these specifications of the second charge. 

Specification sixth. The sixth specification introduces new matter, and requires a distinct reply. 
Although in the beginning it broadly charges the accused with receiving on board the Franklin, and other 
vessels under his command, at various times, without the jurisdiction of the government of Peru, certain 
persons, obnoxious to capture and punishment, spies and officers of the royalist army; and with protecting 
these persons, spies and officers, from seizure and punishment; yet it is at last narrowed down to the 
case of an individual by the name of Jladrid, who is alleged to be an officer in the royalist army; a spy 
in Lima; and the director, or late director, of the mint. It is now understood that the director of the 
mint was not Madrid, but another person received and protected on board the Franklin. 

None of the various charges against the accused have been so much misrepresented and misunder- 
stood as this. It has been the theme of every foul tongue and fouler press in the country. Bribery and 
corruption have been assigned as the motive of the act; and disastrous misfortunes to the patriots of 
South America as its consequences. The public ear has been abused with a grossness of falsehood 
almost without precedent. We reply not to these calumnies. They are foul vapors that can never rise 
to the elevation of this court, and can do us no prejudice here. 

The history of the man called Madrid, as far as the accused has been able to obtain it, is this: He 
was at Rio Janiero with the intention of going from thence toSpain. A Spanish lady there, the Countess 
of Villehermosa, was desirous of going to Arequipa, where her son and friends resided, and Madrid was 
induced by her to accompany her on lier voyage for her protection and as her attendant. They sailed 
from Rio Janeiro in an Italian vessel for Arica, from whence they were to go to Arequipa by land. The 
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Ite lian vessel arrived at Arica, and was immediately there captured and taken to Callao by a patriot 
brig; Madrid never having been on shore at Arica, or any of the Intermedios, or had any communication 
with tie government, or any of its officers, for whom it is alleged he was acting as a spy, and being 
taken f rcibly as a prisoner to Callao by the patriots. 

Tle Franklin was then at Callao; the lady having obtained a passport from San Martin, landed there 
and p.oceeded to Arequipa by land, but the Spaniard, her attendant, was afraid to expose himself to the 
danger of attempting the journey with her, having no passport; being of old Spain, and probably a 
royalist, however innocent his views, his person would have been in danger. The lady, in whose service 
he had fallen into these misfortunes, felt herself strongly bound to afford him all the relief in her power, 
and accordingly wrote a letter to Mrs. Stewart, the wife of the accused, then on board the Franklin, beg- 
ving her to give this mana passage to Quilca, that he might join her at Arequipa. This letter was 
brought to the Franklin by the man himself, just as the ship was getting under way, and the boat that 
brought him left him there as soon as he was put on board. Mrs. Stewart yielded to the solicitations of 
her friend, the lady with whom she had made acquaintance at Lima; enforced by the earnest entreaties 
of the man himself, in whose appearance there was nothing to excite the least suspicion that he could be 
of any importance, or that giving him the passage would do wrong or injury to anybody. Still, as it 
was a fault committed against the regulations and discipline of the ship, and believing nobody had the 
least interest in it but herself, she was unwilling it should be known to the accused. She put this man 
into the pantry under the care of the steward, directing him to give him food. He was so destitute of 
clothing, that the steward, from mere charity, gave him a shirt and cravat, a roundabout coat and a pair 
On the other hand, this poor creature assisted the steward in his 
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work, by cleaning knives and candlesticks, and in every way he could make himself useful. 
obtained from another vessel, into which boat Madrid was taken though one of the port-holes of the 
Franklin, and put on shore, having, however, remained on board seven or eight days after the arrival of 
the ship at Quilea; which he would hardly have done, if he had been a spy, returning from the execution 
of his mission, or had any interesting intelligence to communicate to the royalists, Some time after, he 
was seen at Arequipa in the same dress and miserable appearance as when he left the Franklin; and if 
he was indeed the great character he is now represented, he had a singular way of showing it. 

Such is all the information the accused has been able to obtain of this affair. He most solemnly 
assures the court, and he will prove it, as far as a negative proposition is capable of proof, that he was 
as utterly and entirely ignorant of the whole transaction as any member of this court, and that it was 
nearly twelve months after it took place, it was first communicated to him. He immediately wrote a 
letter to the Navy Department, stating the thing as he had heard it, and the very writing this letter, 
and the expressions of surprise and indignation contained in it, afford strong, if not irresistible evidence 
of the truth and sincerity of his statement and feelings on the occasion. 

In this letter, we see the pride of feelings of the husband, whatever the struggle may have been, 
overthrown by the duty of the officer; and the indiscretion of his wife exposed rather than that his honor 
should be impeached by the concealment of a transaction from the government which it was his duty to 
communicate. 

The first information this government had of it, as far as we know, was from the accused, 
remained on board the Franklin eight or ten days after her arrival at Quilca, being under no such haste 
to quit her, as it is presumed a spy or officer of high rank would have been; nor is it known or believed that 
while at Callao he either had or sought any means of obtaining information to be used for either of the 
parties in the war; nor has it ever been heard or understood that he ever gave to cither party any infor- 
mation or any subject or matter connected with the war or its operations. And here is the whole foun- 
dation of the vast fabrick of fraud and corruption, of the abandonment of duty, and the violation of 
belligerent rights, which has been so long the object of wonder and indignation! Does not the bosom of every 
soldier, of every gentleman, receive a shock, to find the too ardent, if you please, the indiscreet, humanity 
of a lady, assume the shape and character of a criminal charge against her husband? Is her humanity to 
become his dishonor? her sensibility his disgrace?) When the facts are disclosed, the most active malice can 
discover no mischievous design; no sordid or corrupt motive, no intention of wrong or injury to anybody. 
It was truly an ‘unbought grace.” So far as the innocence of the act depends upon motive and intention, 
it was innocent; so far as it depends upon the absence of any selfish, interested or unworthy object, it 
was innocent; so far as it depends upon injurious consequences, it was innocent. It was one of those 
technical errors which the law may condemn in those who were concerned in it, but is not to be imputed 
to the accused, who was ignorant of it; and which, under all its circumstances, the best heart will feel 
most disposed to excuse, if not to applaud. It was an offence against the discipline of the ship to take 
anybody on board, without the knowledge of her commander; but it had no possible reference, either in 
intention or fact, to belligerent rights or neutral duties. It may have snatched one miserable vietim 
from acruel and useless death, by an unlicensed soldiery or infuriated mob, who, in times of civil conflict, 
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seize on any pretence to persecute and destroy. 

Specification seventh. The accused has not the least knowledge, nor can he even conjecture to what 
transactions this specification refers; and he can, therefore, give it no more than an absolute and explicit 
denial. 

CHARGE III, 

Specification first, under this charge, relates to the affair of Lieutenant Weaver, to which the 
accused has already given his full answer. 

Specification second, charges that whereas Lieutenant H. B. Sawyer did exhibit certain charges and 
specifications against Lieutenant Conner, yet the accused neglected or omitted to notice them. The 35th 
article of navy regulations declares that “general courts-martial may be convened as often as the 
President of the United States, the Secretary of the Navy, or the commander-in-chief of the fleet, or 
commander of a squadron, while acting out of the United States, shall deem it necessary.’ The pro- 
priety, then, of calling a court on charges exhibited, is properly left to the discretion of the President, 
the Secretary or the commander, as the case may be; and it is believed to be now, for the first time, pre- 
tended that if, in the exercise of this discretion, the commander should determine not to call a court on 
charges exhibited to him, he would himself, by the refusal, become liable to be tried and punished by a 
court-martial himself. If courts are to be called upon every complaint made in a ship-of-war, the officers 
will have little else to do but to try one another. If, indeed, the court is refused, from any corrupt 
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motive, the commander, in like manner with any other judicial officer, may be amenable for his conduct. 
This specification charges no such motive, but is placed on the simple footing of an exhibition of charges 
against an oflicer on board the Franklin, and the omission of the accused to have them inquired into; for 
which he will show satisfactory reasons, if required, although it is presumed none can be necessary. 
The President of the United States, and the Secretary of the Navy, will, hereafter, be liable to the same 
accusation, if it is to be established that the refusal of a court-martial, when charges are exhibited by 
anybody and under any circumstances, shall be deemed an offence; and the discretion, apparently given 
to these high officers to decide when the court shall be granted and when denied, is a mere mockery 
and trap. 

Specification third. To this specification the accused answers, that his ship and his guns were always 
in a proper state for action, and his men as regularly and properly exercised at quarters as circumstances 
required and would admit. He presumes these matters were intrusted to his discretion and judgment, 
which he exercised with fidelity and his best ability. 

He hopes he may appeal, with no unbecoming pride, to his past conduct and experience, to prove 
that an enemy always found his guns in a proper state for action, and himself willing and able to use 
them to maintain the honor of his flag. 


CHARGE IY. 


Specification first. The proceedings of the accused, in the case of Lieutenant Sands, were necessary 
to the peace and order of the ship, which the accused was bound to preserve by the use of the authority 
given him for this purpose. The persevering and refractory obstinacy of Mr. Sands, rejecting the prof- 
fered indulgence of the accused, made those measures necessary which are now termed by him ‘“ eruel 
and oppressive.” The circumstances of this case will be laid fully before the court. For the present I 
will barely state the principle which, it appears to me, will judicially decide this specification. We 
must keep in view that ‘cruelty and oppression”’ are very different from rigor and severity. The former 
imports something beyond the exercise of a lawful authority; the latter are consistent with a strict 
enforcement of it. Whether an officer has been cruel and oppressive must be decided by applying to 
the law, and the power held by him under it. Whether in the use of that power he has been rigorous and 
severe, is a matter of opinion, of which he had a right to judge, depending on various circumstances, about 
which men will differ according to their dispositions and temperaments. A judge has the power to 
inflict a greater or lesser punishment in any given case; to impose a fine of fifty or of five hundred dollars. 
He imposes the latter when others think the former would have been sufficient for the offence. We may 
say he is severe, but not that he is cruel or oppressive, for the law justifies it; and that which the law 
justifies cannot be an offence. But the truth is, that the accused did no more, in the case of Sands, than 
Mr. Sands himself made indispensable. There was every disposition to relieve him, but he would not 
unless in his own way. The inferior officer who would make terms with his commander—who will agree 
to obey him only at his own time, and on his own conditions, must be made to submit, or all subordina- 
tion is at anend, Mr. Sands liad his treatment in his own hands; he chose to suffer rather than to yield. 

The accused has thus endeavored truly to place in the view and understanding of the court a plain 
and frank recital and exposition of all the facts, in his knowledge, connected with the charges he is 
called upon to answer. Ue has added no more comment or argument than seemed to be necessary to 
make the ground of his defence clear and intelligible. He trusts and believes the testimony of the case 
wil maintain his statements, and it will then be seen how securely he may rest himself on the truth of 
his case, and with what confidence he may expect an honorable acquittal from the honor and justice of his 
judges. 
If these charges be true,—if but a tithe of them be so,—the accused has plunged into dishonor and 
guilt with an unexampled rapidity and desperation. He has, in a few short months, for the most mean 
and paltry considerations, overthrown a reputation reared by the hard and honorable service of seven 
and twenty years, identified with the glory of his country and entwined with the brightest deeds of her 
fame. Has he passed through every grade of naval service, without an imputation or complaint, to fall 
into such a foul sink as this? You will have it well proved before you believe it. 

The accused cannot forbear to conclude this opening of his case and defence with some striking 
remarks of a distinguished writer on naval and military courts-martial. “It must be revolting,’ says 
McArthur, ‘‘to every feeling mind to remark, during the last few years, the frequent instances of trials 
at naval and military courts-martial held on officers of the most meritorious and unimpeachable charac- 
ters, and some, indeed, founded on charges derived from communications made by some anonymous 
writer or despicable informer. The compensation is poor indeed to the tortured feelings of an innocent 
officer, to be thus dragged before a tribunal of justice, and, after much anxiety, to have the charges 
pronounced unfounded, frivolous and vexatious.” 





Boston, September 4, 1821. 
Commodore Stewart, New York: 

Sir: There is a claim upon the government of Chili of the owners of the brig Macedonian, of this 
place, captured about two years since by Lord Cochrane. Mr. Forbes was fully instructed concerning it, 
and at the request of Mr. John S$. Ellery, one of the owners, and in their behalf, a copy of their memorial 
containing their representation cf their claim has been forwarded to you from the Department of State. 
I have only to add the request chat you would give any aid in your power, should the occasion present 
itself, to favor by good offices the obtaining of satisfaction to this claim. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your very humble and obedient servant, 


J. Q. ADAMS. 


von. 1——0 k 
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To the honorable John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States: 

The memorial of John S. Ellery and others, of Boston, in the commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
citizens of the United States, respecifully represents: 

That on the fifth of February, A. D. 1818, the brig Macadonian, commanded by Eliphalet Smith and 
owned by the said John 5. Ellery, sailed from Boston with a cargo on board amounting in value to the 
sum of one hundred and sixteen thousand one hundred and forty-four dollars and sixty-four cents, belong- 
ing to your memorialists, on a voyage to the coasts of Chili, and Peru, and Canton, On the twentieth of 
the succeeding May the Macedonian arrived at Coquimbo, in Chili; from thence she procceded to Valpa- 
raiso. A small portion of the cargo was sold at Coquimbo and Valparaiso, but not being able to dispose 
of the cargo in Chili, and hearing that an embargo was about being laid on all vessels in Valparaiso, 
Captain Smith left that place.in September of the same year, and went to Tongo Bay to procure seamen, 
and sailed from thence in said brig to Callao, the seaport of Lima, where he arrived on or about the 
twentieth of the following October, On the twenty-seventh of the same October, Captain Smith sold the 
residue of the eargo of the Macedonian to the agents of the Phillippine Company, at Lima, for the sum of 
one hundred and forty-five thousand dollars, to be paid on the thirty-first of January then next, on board 
the Macedonian; and Captain Smith agreed to deliver the cargo at any place on the coast from Callao to 
Panama, where the said agents might direct. 

The purchasers required that a portion of the cargo should be delivered at Panama, and Capt. Sinith, 
in the beginning of December, 1818, put the Macedonian under the command of the chief mate, being 
himself compelled by his business to remain at Lima, and ordered her for Panama, General Osorio, who 
was going to Spain for his health, with his wife (the daughter of the Vieeroy of Peru,) and three children 
of the Viceroy, embarked as passengers, on board the Macedonian, for Panama. In consequence of 
taking these passengers on board, Captain Smith received letters of recommendation from the Viceroy, 

from Panama to Callao, on 


1” 


by means of which he hoped to procure a profitable freight for the said brig, 
her return. 

The Macedonian was not able to get into Panama with safety, but landed her passengers on the 
coast, about twenty leagues from Panama, and returned to Callao, about the last of January, 1819; here 
she was new coppered, and preparations were made for proceeding to Canton. 

Before the Macedonian had received on board the specie or bullion from the agents of the Phillippine 
Company, that is to say, on the Ist of Mareh, 1819, Lord Cochrane appeared off Callao, with a squadron 
belonging to the government of Chili, and, by the authority of the same, declared Callao, and the whole 
coast of Peru, in a state of blockade. At this time the agents of the Phillippine Company had put on 
board certain vessels in the port of Callao sixty-two thousand dollars, for the purpose of having the 
same delivered on board the Macedonian, agreeably to their contract. After the arrival of Lord Cochrane, 
Captain Smith refused to receive this money on board the Macedonian; but agreed to receive it on shore, 
a permit for its landing having been ob‘ained from the Viceroy, with a license to embark it at any point 
on the coast which Captain Smith might think proper. Captain Smith accordingly reccived this sum, and 
forwarded it, under the care of his agent, to Guamey. On the eighth of said March, the Macedonian 
left Callao, in charge of the first mate, and proceeded to Guamey, to which place Lord Cochrane gave 
permission for all neutral vessels to proceed to obtain provisions, water, &e. 

Captain Smith remained at Lima, and, on the eighteenth of said March, settled his accounts with the 
agents of the Phillippine Company, and received the balance due him, amounting to eighty thousand 
dollars. With this sum Captain Smith left Lima on about the twenty-seventh of said March, taking with 
him two soldiers to protect him from robbers. On the 5th of April, E819, on his way to Guamey, he was 
surrounded by about forty armed soldiers belonging to Lord Cochrane’s ship, the O’ Higgins, who took 
him prisoner and carried him on board the O’ Higgins, with the said sum of money, excepting a portion 
thereof, which they left, notwithstanding the remonstrance of Capt. Sinith, who informed their command- 
ing officers of the amount he was about to leave; that if so left it would be lost to him, (the said Smith, ) 
and that he should hold the said officer, or those under whose authority he was acting, responsible for 
the same. Capt. Smith was kept a prisoner on board the O’Higgins until the eighth of said April, and 
for twenty-four hours after the arrival of the said ship at Guamey, without being permitted, though he 
requested it, to visit the Macedonian, and he was informed by Lord Cochrane, that unless he would sign 
a certificate disclaiming all title to the property thus captured he should keep him prisoner, and carry 
him to Chili; and refused, at the same time, to take possession of the Macedonian. Thus situated, to 
regain his liberty and rejoin his ship, and in the hope, also, ef being able to save the before-mentioned 
sixty-two thousand dollars, which he then supposed was on shore in charge of his agent, Capt. Smith 
signed the paper required, believing, at the same time, that a paper thus extorted from hin would be 
entitled to no consideration in a court of justice. 

After Capt. Smith had signed this certificate, ie was suffered to go on board the Macedonian. 
he was informed that the sixty-two thousand dollars which he had sent to Guamey under the charge of 
Don Francisco Sarnine, after the news of his capture had reached Guamey, was put on board the French 
brig Gazelle, in the hope that it might escape the pursuit of Lord Cochrane, and reach a place of safety. 
This hope proved fallacious; the Gazelle was captured by Lord Cochrane, who took out the money and 
1 another certificate, by causing him to believe that he would otherwise be 
Hlaving done this, he was suffered to return to Guamey 
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induced her captain to sign 
kept a prisoner, and eventually lose his vessel. 
in his vessel to transact his business. 

In this manner did Lord Cochrane possess himself of the property of your memorialists, very valu- 
able in itself; but much more so, as it afforded them the means of prosecuting a voyage, the successful 
termination of which would have been extremely profitable, and which was thus entirely ruined and 
broken up. 

In addition to the documentary evidence already transmitted to the Department of State, in proof of 
the above facts, your memorialists beg leave also to refer to the aflidavit of George Lewis, the chief mate 
of the Macedonian, recently returned from Peru, and taken before the district judge of this district, which 
is herewith transmitted. 

The capture and confiscation of the property taken with Captain Sinith is attempted to be justified 
hy Lord Cochrane, in his dispateh of the Sthof April, P8109, to the Chilian government, on various wrounds, 
viz: that it was captured from the hands and under the protection of hiostile soldiers; that this money 
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belonged to the Phillippine Company; and lastly, that Captain Smith was not entitled to the immunities 
of a citizen of the United States, but must be considered an active agent serving the Viceroy of Peru. 

Your memorialists cannot but express their surprise at the extraordinary nature of this dispatch of 
the admiral of Chili, which seems to have anticipated the judgment of a regular court of prize, and to 
have been intended to ensure a condemnation. 

According to the laws and usages of modern warfare, among civilized nations, the property of indi- 
vidual citizens of a belligerent country is not subjected to pillage and plunder from the other belligerent 
on land, much less should the property of a neutral, which would be restored if captured on the seas, on 
board the ship of an enemy, be confiscated when captured within the country of the enemy, and accom- 
panied by the neutral. The two soldiers who accompanied Captain Smith, to afford him some protection 
from thieves and lawless robbers on tie road from Lima to Guamey, he had a right to employ; and in so 
doing he cannot be considered as having forfeited his neutral rights, or as having acted in derogation of 
the belligerent rights of the Chilian government. The belligerent rights of Chili can hardly be supposed 
to extend to a territory in the full possession and occupation of the government of Peru; and if Captain 
Smith could have apprehended that he should have been met by any of the forces of Chili, it is idle and 
ridiculous to suppose that he hired ¢wo soldiers for his protection against any such force. No resistance 
is pretended, and resistance would have been utterly ineffectual. The supreme court of the United States, 
in the case of the Nereide, (9 Cranch Reports, 388,) on the claim of Manuel Pinto, a native of Buenos 
Ayres, restored his property, though captured on board an armed ship of the enemy, which was chartered 
by him, he being on board, and although resistance was made by such ship, though not by him personally 
at the time of the capture. Your memorialists are satisfied that there is no foundation for the suggestion 
that this property belonged to the Phillippine Company. By the contract of sale between Captain Smith 
and the agents of this company, to avoid the risk of contraband on the part of Captain Smith, payment 
was to have been made by said agents on board the Macedonian; yet as Captain Smith after the blockade 
refused to receive a portion of this money on board his ship, but r ceived it on shore, as before mentioned, 
and on the 18th of March, 1819, settled his final account with the agents of the said company, and received 
from them the balance due him, there can be no doubt but that the Phillippine Company became discharged 
from their debt by such delivery and payment, and that the loss of this property, in the possession and 
custody of Captain Smith, or his agents, is a loss which must fall on Captain Smith or your memorialists. 
No principle of justice or law is known to your memorialists which will enable them to resort again for 
payment to the Phillippine Company, That such must have been the view of Lord Cochrane himself upon 
this subject, is apparent from the fact that he deemed it necessary to procure from Captain Smith, by the 
most unlawful means, a certificate, purporting that until this money was on board the Macedonian, it was 
at the risk of the Phillippine Company; for it is hardly to be credited that an officer of high rank should 
have resorted to such a mode of procuring such evidence if he had believed himself in possession of papers 
which sufficiently proved this property to belong to this company. 

Lord Cochrane represents that this certificate was given by Captain Smith, as his voluntary act, 
“after cool reflection, finding all his remonstrances and efforts unavailing.” ‘After this confession (says 
Lord Cochrane,) Mr. Sinith was satisfied, and this day went on board his own vessel.” From this 
account, it would seem that Captain Smith, after remonstrating against the capture of himself and his 
property, and using all his e/orts to save it, should, ‘after cool reflection” determine to sign a certificate 
in contradiction to all his previous statements, and so as to ensure its condemnation, and having done 
this “he was satisfied” and returned to his own vessel! A representation of conduct so extraordinary 
and contradictory, is not easily to be credited) When Captain Smith is heard in his own vindication it 
appears that, finding all his remonstrances and efforts unavailing to procure his release, he was com- 
pelled to sign the certificate that he might be allowed to go on board his own vessel, and save the residue 
of the property entrusted to his care from destruction, 

By what right or color of authority the admiral of Chili thus imprisoned an American citizen, and 
threatened to separate him for a long period from the vessel of which he had the command, your memorial- 
ists will leave to their government to determine. To government also will they leave the question how 
far the property of their citizens is to be put in jeopardy or condemned by evidence thus obtained, 
According to this code of prize law, there will be little difficulty in converting all neutral property into 
good prize: the same force which makes the capture can procure the evidence, and the injured, insulted, 
and plundered neutral be left with an empty ship, to get home as he can, and seek for redress by the 
interposition of the government of his country. The facts stated by Lord Cochrane to prove that Capt. 
Smith was an active agent serving the Viceroy of Peru are, that he went secretly from Valparaiso and 
was employed to convey to General Osorio, at Panama, correspondence of great importance, and his 
services are acknowledged and recommended by the Viceroy in the papers adverted to, 

It is not true that Capt. Smith conveyed to General Osorio, at Panama, any correspondence; the 
reason why he left Valparaiso has been before stated; it was to avoid an embargo, and because he could 
not there sell his cargo. He left Valparaiso in September, arrived at Callao in October, and remained 
there until December. The Macedonian then sailed for Panama, having on board General Osorio, his 
wife, and three children of the Viceroy as passengers. These services were acknowledged probably by 
the Viceroy, and such recommendations obtained by Capt. Smith as might enable the Macedonian, in case 
of her arrival at Panama, to procure a return freight. She never reached Panama, but returned to Callao, 
and there remained until the blockade of that place. Capt. Smith appears only as the active agent of your 
memorialists, and engaged in furthering the objects of his voyage. The reason of his sending the Mace- 
donian to Panama has been stated, and as he was not to receive payment for his cargo until the 31st 
of January, 1819, he was, no doubt, disposed to employ his ship in earning some freight in the meantime. 
If the taking on board these passengers for Panama was unlawful, the penalty was to the ship, and not to 
property not then on board the ship, but captured on shore several months after the return of the Macedonian 
to Callao, and after the termination of the intended voyage to Panama. Your memorialists, however, believe 
that the law of nations permits a neutral to carry the persons, as well as the property, of the enemy, and 
that while engaged in his own commercial purposes, it will not be unlawful for him, as incidental to the 
same, to take on beard persons in the service of the enemy, who may wish to avail themselves of his 
ship to get transported from one part of their country to another. But should a neutral charter his vessel 
to one belligerent, as a transport to carry the officers or soldiers of such belligerent, it would subject his 
vessel to confiscation, if captured by the other belligerent while in such service. These principles are 
recognized in the British high court of admiralty, in the cases of the Friendship, by Robinson’s Reports, 
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page 420; and the Orozimbo, same book, page 430. The confiscation of the sixty-two thousand dollars, 
captured on board the brig Gazelle, is defended by Lord Cochrane, in his dispatch of the 13th of April, 
1819, first, as privately shipped; secondly, as property captured on an cnemy’s coast, without any osten- 
sible owner; and, lastly, as an infringement of blockade, If this money had been privately shipped on 
board the Gazelle, this is no forfeiture of neutral, nor any offence against belligerent rights. It might 
have been an offence against the municipal laws of Peru, but could not subject the property to confisca- 
tion in the prize courts of Chili, The second reason is equally unfortunate, when the fact is taken into 
consideration that this money was found on board a neutral vessel, and was therefore to be presumed 
the property of a neutral, in the absence of all proof to the contrary; the most that could have been 
required in such a case was, that the claimant should give further proof of property before he could be 
entitled to restoration, The last reason assigned is an infringement of blockade. Your memorialists do 
not deem it necessary that they should enlarge much.on this topic. The legality of paper blockades has 
too recently engaged the attention of the government of the United States, and their remonstrances 
against them have been of such a nature that they cannot suffer the property of their citizens to be con- 
fiscated under a similar system, to subserve the purposes of Lord Cochrane or of the government of 
Chili. The port of Guamey was not, infact, blockaded; Lord Cochrane permitted all neutral vessels to 
repair thither, and virtually excepted this port even froin the paper blockade, The money was brought 
from Lima over land to Guamey, and the blockade of Callao, being a blockade by sea, and not extending 
to the Jand, it was lawful for neutrals, notwithstanding this blockade, to carry on their commerce with 
Lima over land as heretofore. These principles have received the sanction of the British high court of 
admiralty, in the cases of the Stott, Johnson, master, 4th volume Robinson’s Reports, page 65, and the 
Songe Peter, Musterdt, master, same book, page 79. 

With all these alleged reasons for the confiscation of the money captured on board the Gazelle, Lord 
Cochrane deemed it necessary to compel the captain of this vessel to sign such a certificate as he required, 
which he procured by keeping the said captain for three days on board the O’Higgins, and carrying him 
from Guambacho (the place of capture) to Payta, and inducing him to believe that, unless he would sign 
such certificate, he would be carried to Valparaiso with his vessel, where the vessel would be condemned 
for the alleged breach of blockade. . 

It appears that the money thus captured has been distributed without the form of a trial, (unless the 
examination and determination of Lord Cochrane is to be considered as such,) and the government of 
Chili has received its portion of the booty. To proceed to distribution first, and to trial afterwards, and 
by a court appointed by the government which has thus received its proportion of the prize, is not the 
mode to secure an impartial trial to a neutral claimant; a trial under such circumstances must be a mock- 
ery of justice. 

The injury sustained by your memorialists is not confined to the loss‘of one hundred and forty-two 
thousand dollars, which they have suffered by the conduct of the admiral of Chili, as has been recited; 
but a long and distant voyage, which afforded every prospect of a profit of one hundred per cent., has 
been broken up, after much time and money had been expended in its prosecution, and the principal diffi- 
culties to its completion were surmounted, The government of Chili is bound in justice to indemnify 
them against all these losses, which have been necessarily occasioned by the unlawful acts of those who 
exercised this authority, Your memorialists forbear a full expression of their feelings at this flagrant 
outrage upon their rights and property. They believe that their government will not suffer the persons 
nor the property of its citizens, whether on the Atlantic or the Pacific, to become a prey to the revenge 
or avarice of any belligerent thus regardless of neutral rights. And while the usual branches of commerce 
afford little or no profit to the merchant, it is peculiarly necessary that a fostering care and protection 
should be extended to the enterprising, who are traversing the globe to discover new channels, through 
which they may benefit themselves and their country 

Your memorialists beg leave to solicit that their case may be submitted to the President of the United 
States, in the hope that such measures will be adopted as will afford them the aid of their government in 
enforcing their just claims upon the government of Chili, 

(Signed) JOUN S. ELLERY. 
If. HW. PERKINS. 
J. PRINCE, 
Attorney to and assignee of Mackey, Prixcr & Co, 
LORING, CUNNINGHAM & Co. 
ISRAEL THORNDIKE. 
vm nei, FN ecg Then, |e. Se. CARES, 
Late of the firm of Carnes & Ruopes. | CHARLES 1). RHODES, 
GEO, SEARLE. 
HENRY LEWIS. 
DAVID HINCKLEY. 
FAIRFIELD & CHOATE. 
SAMUEL PARKMAN, Jr.. 
SAMUEL MAY. 
HENRY UH. TUCKERMAN. 
THOMAS FURBER. 
W. and G, TUCKERMAN. 
HENRY FARNAM. 
THOS. PARSONS. 
SAMUEL and JOHN G. TORREY. 
DANIEL APPLETON, 
N. R. RICHARDSON. 
C. BRADBURY. 
NEHEMIAIL W. SKILLINGS, 
By his attorney, IcNativs Sarcenr. 
JOHN B. TREMERE, 
For himself and Ienativs Sarcent, Jr. 
WM. HAYDEN, Jr., 
Attorney for the late firm of Wa. Haypen & Sons. 
Boston, May 27, 1820. JOHN T. REED. 
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DerpartMENT OF Strate, Washington, August 24, 1821. 
Charles Stewart, Esq., Commodore of the U. S. Ship Franklin. 

Sir: I take the liberty of furnishing you with the enclosnd eepy of a memorial of John S. Ellery and 
others, of Boston, in the case of their brig, the Macedonian, in compliance with the wish of the 
memorialists, and to refer you to such instructions as the Secretary of State, who will be in Boston, may 
think proper to give you on the the subject, from that place. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient and very humble servant. 


DANIEL BRENT. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. John M. Forbes, dated— 
Jury 6, 1820. 

The allegations of Lord Cochrane, that there had been, on the part of the Gazelle, a breach of the 
blockade, is fully repelled in the memerial. It appears by a letter from Mr. Prevost, of 16th May, 1819, 
that he had remonstrated with the government against this paper blockade of Lord Cochrane. He says 
the subject was met with the greatest frankness, and all claim of forfeiture for any infraction disavowed, 
as to any place where no actual force was employed, and the form preserved only to deter unfriendly 
neutrals from entering for the purpose of carrying information. 

This disavowal was but partially satisfactory. A paper blockade of fifty degrees of latitude, or a 
thousand leagues of coast, is illegal throughout its whole extent, even for the ports which may be in 
actual blockade; otherwise, every capture under a notified blockade would be legal, because the capture 
itself would be proof of the blockading force. Lord Cochrane’s notification was not of a lawful blockade, 
nor has a permanent force been kept before any one port under it, which would have made it a legal 
blockade, had it been limited to that single port. Nothing can be more clear than that the capture of no 
part of the property in question can be justified upon the plea of a broken blockade. 


The foregoing is a true extract of a letter from Mr. John Q. Adams, then Secretary of State, to Mr. 
John M. Forbes, special agent of the United States at Buneos Ayres, faithfully copied from and compared 
with the record in this office. 

DEPARTMENT OF State, August 4, 1825, 


DANIEL BRENT, Chief Clerk. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. John B. Prevost, Lima, dated— 
DecemBer 16, 1823. 

There is another point of great and permanent importance to the interests of the United States 
involved in these transactions. In the letter from Captain Prunier to Captain Stewart, declaring his 
disposition to take possession of the Canton for the purpose of carrying her into port for adjudication, 
he aileges, not that muskets had been landed from her at Arica, but that she had traded at certain ports 
between the fifteenth and twenty-second degrees of south latitude, contrary to a proclamation or paper 
blockade of the Peruvian government. This was the only fact alleged by Captain Prunier for his inten- 
tion to take the Canton—the only allegation upon which Captain Stewart had then to decide whether he 
would protect her from capture or not. Now the very charge that the Canton had traded at the interme- 
diate ports carried on its face the proof that there had been no force stationed before these ports to 
intercept the trade; and under such an allegation Captain Stewart could not have submitted to see the 
Canton captured under the very guns of his ship, without formally admitting thereby the validity of the 
blockade, in its most licentious extent. 

The President considers a blockade by degrees of latitude as unlawful, not only in its general extent, 
but for every port and spot included within it. Were it otherwise, the mere fact of capture would 
legalize, in any point within the limits of the proclamation, that which would be unlawful upon every 
other point. The proclamation is the notice to neutrals of the blockade, and the blockade of the procla- 
mation must be precisely the same as the blockade in fact; else the whole is unlawful, and neutrals 
are not bound by it. This principle is too important to be surrendered to any belligerent party, how- 
ever favorably disposed we may be to his cause; for we cannot concede it to him without yielding it 
alike to his enemy. You will distinctly declare this to the Peruvian minister of state to be the deliber- 
ate sense of the Government of the United States. 

The foregoing is a true extract of a letter from Mr. John Q. Adams, then Secretary of State, to Mr. 
Joln P. Prevost, special agent of the United States at Lima, faithfully copied and compared with the 
record in this oflice. 


DANIEL BRENT, Chief Clerk. 


DEPARTMENT OF State, August 5, 1825. 





Copy of Lieutenant Wm. A. Weaver's permission, &e. 
U. S. Sur Franky, off New York, September 5, 1821. 
Sir: Agreeably to your request of the 1st instant, you are hereby permitted to remain in New York, 
and to proceed to the Pacific, to rejoin the Franklin there, by the earliest opportunity which may suit 
your convenience. 
I remain, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, C. S. 
Lieutenant Winuiam A. Weaver, New York. 





< ean aaa 


SANE Cc aoe Se aid ace eae. 


Por Seat 2 


* saya, Corser Pte 
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U.S. Sup Frayxury, off New York, October 4, 1821. 
Sm: As you are about to embark in the ship America for a port in the Pacific, you will be pleased to 
take special charge of the stores embarked in that ship for the navy service of the United States, and 
belonging to the ship Franklin under my command, When arrived at your port of discharge, you will 
cause them to be stored and preserved until the arrival of this ship. 
Wishing you a pleasant and prosperous passage, 
1 remain, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, C. S$. 


Lieutenant Wituiam A. Weaver, U. S. Navy. 





U.S. Sue Fraxkury, Valparaiso, May 6, 1822. 
Sir: You will proceed with the Dolphin under your command to Callao, touching at Arica or Molli- 
endo on your way, at either of which places, most convenient, you will land Mr. Eliphalet Smith, who is 
charged with a dispatch for General Ramirez, commander-iu-chief of Upper Peru. The accompanying 
package you will deliver to Mr. Prevost, whom you will find at Lima. 
i remain, &c., &c., 


(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 


Lieutenant Commandant Davin Connor, commanding the U. S. Schooner Dolphin. 





U.S. Smp Franxury, Callao, September 5, 1822. 

Str: You will proceed, with the Dolphin under your command, to Guayaquil, and take under your 
protection such vessels belonging to citizens of the United States as you may find in readiness to sail to 
the southern ports. You will be careful not to compromit our neutral character by protecting beyond the 
authority of the laws of nations either contraband of war or to the ports actually blockaded by a com- 
petent force before such ports, and placed there by either of the parties at war for purposes of blockade. 

Lieutenant Sawyer, who is under arrest and under conviction, by opinion of a court of inquiry, of 
having violated the laws and discipline of the service, has made application for permission to return to 
the United States. As he cannot be of any further use, in his present state, to the public service, you can 
exercise your own discretion in indulging him in his request; but you will keep in view the probable 
eflect it may have on other officers wishing to go home to avoid duty, should they tind their ends can be 
accomplished in that way most readily, through the inability of the service to institute courts-martial. 

It is stated that a piratical-schooner is cruising off or near the coast of Guayaquil; and there is very 
little doubt but that the brig Arancano, (formerly belonging to Cochrane’s squadron, ) which vessel the 
crew ran off with from the Bay of Panama, has become piratical, and may be cruising in those latitudes, 
You will direct your attention towards them if you meet with vessels of that description, 

When the property of citizens of the United States, which you may take under your protection, is 
placed in safety, you will proceed to Valparaisu for supplies and further orders. 

I remain, &c., 
(Signed ) 
Davin Connor, Esq., U. S. Schooner Dolphin. 


C. STEWART. 





U.S. Snip Fraxkuiy, Quilca, October 30, 1822. 


Sir: The peculiar state of Lima requires that you should proceed with the Dolphin under your com- 
mand to Callao for the purpose of giving countenance and protection to the citizens of the United States 
and their property at that place, so far as your means and the laws of nations will justify, and their 
neutral character may merit. You will keep in view the pacific policy of the Government of the United 
States towards those patriot governments, and advise me by every opportunity, per Valparaiso, of the 
state of affairs in that quarter; and should opportunities occur for the United States, advise the g@overn- 
ment of the state of things and your proceedings, I will direct Mr, Hogan tu forward to you, as svon as 
possible, provisions, &c., for your vessel 

Should it be in your power, you will afford assistance to the officers of the brig Thetis, of Buston, 
lately taken from this port by one of their cruisers. 

I remain, &c., 
(Signed ) 
Lieut. Commandant Davin Connor, U. S. Schooner Dolphin. 


C. STEWART. 





U.S. Sup Franxiix, Valparaiso, January 12, 1823. 
Sir: Herewith you will receive dispatches Nos. 1 and 2 for the Hon. Secretary of the Navy and State 
Departments. With these you will proceed in the dispatch boat, with Lieutenant Henry, to Panama, 
from whence you will lose no time in crossing and proceeding on to Washington by the first good oppor- 
tunity you may meet with. The purser will furnish you the necessary moneys for your extraordinary 
expenses, of which you will keep an account to be settled with the Navy Department. 
Wishing you all possible health and success, I remain, &c., 
(Signed ) C. STEWART. 


Lieut. Isaac Mayo, U. S. Ship Franklin. 
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U.S. Sup Franxury, Callao Harbor, May 27, 1823. 

Sm: You will proceed, with the United States schooner Dolphin under your command, to Valparaiso, 
where you will procure all the necessary supplies, (for as long a period as the vessel can stow,) without 
any unnecessary delay, and return to Lima, touching at Quilea on your way for the purpose of affording 
any protection to the citizens of the United States and their property, under the sanction of the laws of 
nations, Which may require it at that place. 

Should you not have any highly important information or public dispatches for me, you can remain 
at the Intermedios long enough, (say two weeks, ) to secure their property against any unlawful depreda- 
tion the expedition from this quarter may be disposed to exercise. 

You will be pleased to transfer Midshipman Boyd back to this ship. Midshipman Adams is ordered 
to report himself to you as acting master of the Dolphin. 

Wishing you a pleasant cruise, | remain, X&c., 


(Signed ) C. STEWART. 
Licutenant Commandant Davin Conner, U. S. Schooner Dolphin. 





U. S. Sure Frayxury, Callao Harbor, July 1, 18238. 

Sm: You will please to proceed with Captain Williams, master of the ship Arab, to the head-quarters 
of General Canterac. The accompanying letter to that general will make you acquainted with the object 
of the visit. It will be essential for our further guidance to ascertain under what authority, as well as 
under what pretext, the Arab has been detained and taken possession of at Pisco, as also whether 
restitution of that ship is intended. 

IT remain, &c., 


(Signed) C. STEWART. 


Lieutenant H. Henry. 





U. S. Su Franxuix, Callao Bay, July 7, 1823. 
To his excellency General Canterac, commander-in-chief of the army of Peru, at Lima: 

By advices received this afternoon from Pisco, we learn that the North American ship Arab, of 
Boston, was taken possession of at that port by a detachment of the army under the command of your 
excellency. Licutenant Commandant Henry, and Mr, Williams, the master of that ship, wait on your 
excclleney to ascertain the cause and grounds of such seizure, and to learn whether under the authority 
of your excellency, or what other, this seizure of the ship has been made while engaged in lawful 
and authorized commerce by both parties at war in Peru, and under the sanction of the laws of nations. 

Should this seizure have been made without the authority of your excellency, I trust you will give 
such orders for her restoration to her master as to prevent those disagreeable consequences arising from 
illegal seizures, and which is calculated to preserve and promote the existing harmony between our 
respective countries. 

I pray your excellency to accept the assurances of the high respect and consideration with which 

ave the honor to remain, your excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant, 


il 
(Signed) C. STEWART. 





U. S. Sure Franxiix, November 3, 1823. 


Sir: You will be pleased to arrest Lieutenant Joshua R. Sands (formally), and receive in charge his 
You will assign to him as his limits those heretofore assigned to him by orders of the 9th of 


sword, 
You will hand over to him the enclosed copies of charges and 


October last, when under suspension, 
specifications of charges against him. 

I remain, &e., | 

( Signed) CHAS. STEW ART. 

Lieutenant Joun Harris, commanding the Marine Guard on board the United States Ship Franklin. 





U. S. Suir Franxuiy, af sea, January 3, 1824. 
Sir: You will proceed in the Amanda in pursuit of the piratical vessel, General Quintanilla, up the 
coast of the Intermedios as far as Arica, if necessary, looking into Mallendo and Ilo, and if you fall in 
with her you will subdue and seize her, and bring her to me, securing all the papers and property on 
board, and take special care that none of your men plunder anything from the vessel or any person on 
board. You will take care that none of the prisoners escape, but secure them all and bring them to me. 
You will find us either on the coast at anchor or cruising off it. It will be desirable that you do not 
remain absent longer than it is possible to accomplish this cbject—say ten days. The rendezvous will 
be at Quilea. 
Wishing you success, I remain, &c., 
(Signed) C., STEWART. 


Licutenant THos. 5. ULawMersvry. 








et se Ryo URERS Z 








560 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 283, 


eel 








U.S. Sure Fraykury, Quilca, January 19, 1824, 


Sir: As the whole coast from Arica to Camana, and its harbors, has been examined by the vessel 
under your command and this ship for the piratical brig Quintanilla, without success, and from the 
information since obtained I am led to believe she has been and may still be hovering about Ocofia or 
Chala to leeward for supplies, previous to her going on a farther cruise or return to Chiloc; and as the 
hired armed brig Amanda is fitted out and provisioned for two months’ cruize, you will proceed to examine 
the coast between Camana and Chala for that vessel. In case you do not find her or receive any 
information of her movements after you have made this examination, you will make all possible haste to 
the coast of Chiloe, reaching for the southeast part of that island, and examine its coasts and harbors 
thereabouts. If you do not meet with her or any American vessel taken by her in that quarter, you will 
cruise down the west coast of the island, and take a position best calculated to intercept her or any of 
her prizes, (American) which may be making for San Carlos. You will use every precaution to keep the 
people and inhabitants of that island, as well as all others you mect with, ignorant of your vessel's 
character, force and object, and in order so to do, you will pot communicate with any port or place that 
is inhabited in that quarter. Should you be so fortunate as to mect with and capture the brig Quintanilla, 
you will repair with her immediately to Valparaiso. In case you may recapture any American vessels 
that may be taken by her, or any other vessel cruising out of Chiloe, you had better send them to Juan 
Fernandez, and detain them there until you join them, previous to bringing them to Valparaiso. 

You will therefore consider yourself authorized to attack, subdue, and seize the above brig, the Quin- 
tanilla, of which you have a correct description, and to retake any vessels of the United States which 
she or any other cruiser from Chiloe may have captured. Should they, when chased, run that vessel, or 
any American vessel they have captured, on shore, you will, notwithstanding, take possession of such 
vessel or vessels run on shore; but you are not to vielate the territories of Spain, by pursuing the 
people on shore, should they escape to it, unless it should be some uninhabited island, rock, or key, in 
which case you are at liberty to pursue and take them, 

You will preserve the usual discipline and health of your crew; and should you make any prisoners 
under the above authority, you will not yield them to any demand or authority whatever, but keep them 
in safe custody until you join this ship. You will so time your cruise as to be at anchor in Valparaiso on 
or before the first of April next, and, on no account, absent yourself after that period. 

Wishing you health and success, I remain, &c., 
(Signed ) C. STEWART. 


P. S—To all other vessels you may speak, you will use the utmost politeness, and never allow more 


than an officer to go on board to bring their papers to you for examination. 
C. 5. 


To Lieutenant Tuomas S. Wammersiey, commanding the hired armed vessel Amanda. 


e. 





U.S. Sup Fraykury, Quilea, January 22, 1824. 

Sir: You will proceed with the schooner Dolphin under your command, without delay, to the coast 
of the Island of Chiloe, as far south as its southern end, and cruise in such latitudes, and take such posi- 
tions as may seem to you best calculated to intercept a piratical hermaphrodite brig cruising out of that 
island under the Spanish flag, or any vessel of the United States that corsair may have made a prize of, or 
which any other privateer, cruising out of that island, or under the Spanish authority, may have captured. 
Should you be fortunate cnough to meet with the above piratical brig, called the Quintanilla, you will 
subdue, seize and bring her to me at Valparaiso. Should you recapture any vessels of the United States, 
you will send them to Juan Fernandez, until further orders. You will use every precaution to keep the 
people and inhabitants of that island, as well as ail others you may meet with, ignorant of your vessel’s 
character, force, and objects; and in order to do so, you will not communicate with any port or place that 
is inhabited in that quarter. Should they, when chased, run that vessel on shore, or any vessel of the 
United States they may have captured, you will endeavor, notwithstanding, to take possession of such 
vessel or vessels run on shore; but you are not to violate the territory of Spain, by pursuing the people 
on shore, should they escape to it, unless it should be some uninhabited island, rock, or key, in which case 
you are at liberty to pursue and take them. Should you make any prisoners under the above authority, 
you will not yield them up to any demand or authority whatever, but keep them in safe custody until you 
join me at Valparaiso, to which place you will repair on or about the 20th of March next. To all other 
vessels you may meet with, you will use the utmost politeness, and only allow an officer to go on board 
to bring their papers for your examination. 

Enclosed you will receive the signals by which you will know the brig Amanda, Lieutenant Hammers- 
ley, and be enabled make yourself known to him, which vessel is sent to cruise on the station, You will 
also have, herewith, a good description of the pirate brig. 

Wishing you health and success, I remain, &e., 
(Signed) 
Licut. Commandant Davin Connor, U. S. Schooner Dolphin, Callao. 


C. STEWART. 


U.S. Navy Department, for the U. 5. Ship Franklin, 
To Michael Hogan, Dr. 
Apri 1. GO000 pounds bread, at 6 cents per pound oii ceeds ccessccccecessevsesese $3,000 00 
Se. 19,000 pounds bread, at Gj cents per pound... ......ccscccccsscssecssenseaes 845 00 
mee 20. 8906 poutids bread, af 0 cents per poutid oi. csccce cscs cc saccssesencevenes 725 94 
march 6. 22,000 pounds bread, at 61 cents per pound ....00c0ccccccscecsassvevenveses 1,430 00 
S44 54 


mete $5. 32968 pounds bread, at 1 cents per pow ponicccicccccscesveseessaseesees 
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May 17. 32,066 pounds bread, at 8} cents per pound ........+664- TTT e rere Te 2,725 61 
May 17. 50,186 pounds (country) salt beef, at 7 cents per pound ........eeeeeeeeeeees 3,513 02 
May 17. 100 barrels American (country) salt beef, at 18 cents per pound...........+.. 1,800 00 
May 17. 25 casks claret wine, in lieu of spirits, 1,470 gallons, at 51 cents per gallon ... 749 70 
May 17. 130 boxes sperm candles, 3,706} pounds, at 624 cents — "stave Pe eeakaceteke 2,316 57 
May 17. 17 firkins butter, 1,048 pounds, (tare out, 861 Ibs.,) at 62} cents per pound.... 538 13 
May 17. 427 gallons molasses, at 75 cents per gallon........ecececceccccccceecccees 320 25 
May 17. 912 gallons beans, at 38 cents per gallon .....c.cceececccveeeeees he weeny 346 56 
May 17. 3,632 pounds cheese, at 12 cents per pound... ....ccccecccccecccccccccocces 435 84 
May 17. 15,767 pounds fresh beef, at 4 cents per ponnd.........cccceccceccceccccecs 3,030 68 
May 17. 82 days’ vegetables, at $11.83 per day ...........00- Terre r hi vsee wenn . 970 06 
May 17. 60 barrels flour, at $16 per barrel .......cccccocseccqecccccscccccccccccese 960 00 
$24,551 70 

| ee ee ee Keene eee wee eer eer er rer eerrr 1,227 58 
$25,779 28 

Approved. 
(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 


Received, Valparaiso, May 17, 1822, of Edward Fitzgerald, Esq., purser, United States navy, 
twenty-five thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine dollars twenty-eight cents, in full of the above 
account, for which I sign triplicate receipts. 


(Signed) MICHAEL HOGAN. 





U. S. Navy Department, for the U. S. Ship Franklin, 





To Michael Hogan, Dr. 
1822. 
May 10. 11 quintals 26 pounds iron hoops, at $8, per quintal ........eeeereeeeees er $89 60 
36 kegs black paint, (each 28 lbs.,) 1,008 pounds, at 25 cents per pound cevcce 252 00 
60 pieces Russia duck, at $20 per piece ......ceeeeeeeeeees rere er eT Tee 1,200 00 
456 pounds iron, at 8 cents On ee ere 36 37 
10 kegs black paint, (each 56 Ilbs.,) 560 pounds, at 35 cents per pound Vkatews 194 50 
202 tons coal, at $14 OT TONE oc che siveeccseo sees sedesecees pescccece exenees 290 66 
W ate, IIE inccsincvesiadssnassacnns cht eines pewkees eeeee 21 00 
27 cords firewood, $13.75 per cords ........cccccccee eee ee Teer TC CTE 371 25 
3o€ ash oars, 637 feet, at 25 cents per 008 0.5. cecccccccvccccccsccciocccsecs 159 25 
12 permits, for shipping NINE, BN os 6a 5a asso esonewesowes TTT Tere 21 00 
— paid Morse for coach for Commodore Stewart, and aids, journey to 
Santiago, to see the supreme director on official business ..... So eveer cas nes 310 50 
Expenses of burying bodies of officers and men lost at Quintero bay.......... 19 25 
Demurrage of schooner Amanda for one day ........seeeeeee rere seneeeee ‘ 50 00 
$3,015 38 
Commissions ......+e6. pi whee ee eoeoerees Cheweiee rer ere y eer Teer eT Tree re 150 76 
$3,166 14 
Approved. — 
(Signed ) CHAS. STEWART 


Received, Valparaiso, May 14, 1822, of Edward Fitzgerald, Esq., purser, United States navy, three 
thousand one hundred and sixty-six dollars fourteen cents, in full of the above account, for which I sign 
triplicate receipts. 


(Signed ) MICHAEL HOGAN. 





U.S. Navy Department, for U. S. Frigate Constellation, 


To Michael Hogan, Dr. 
1822. 

May Ist. Thirty-seven panes glass, 50 cents per pane .......e eee e eee eens eeereeee enneewes $18 50 
Thirty gallons lamp oil, $1 per gallon ....... cece cece cece eee eee eenreenees --e. 30 00 
Twenty-five gallons spirits turpentine, $2 per gallon PPT CETPeCEPTTCT TCT eT Tr Cee 50 00 
Thirty gallons ere Tere ee Tee eT eee eee eee seus 60 00 
Twelve kegs white lead, 300 pounds each, 25 cents per pound TrETeTe TTT Tiree eee 75 00 
Seventy-cight fect 2 inch oak plank, 32 cents POP TIE cise sc ccascccwe: cescoeseus 24 96 
Twenty-six pounds green paint .....ccccccccccccccccsccvecessccccccccccccence 19 50 
Five hundred and twenty-two feet pine board, 124 cents per foot ...........eee0s 65 25 
Twenty-four ash oars, 379 feet, 25 cents per | eh TE IN 94 75 
Two barrels lime, $3 per ah ails ci skis end asain masrnn wie 6 00 
Five hundred and for ty-six pounds whiting, 3 cents per pound ..........eeeeeeee- 16 38 
Thirty bolts Russia canvas, $20 per bolt. Bavaitontis Sates Saver Siaralericaweew Sie ae ey desta Corres 600 00 
Seventy-five pounds sewing twine, #1 —_ AGAR eee ebaedecrewenexneseas. 75 00 
Two hundred needles, 4 cents each ......+.. weave wre ee eee eT ey Cseueeasas 8 00 
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May Ist. Forty-three brooms........ccsccccccscccviccccccscccsscscscvcscsessscsesssess $8 06 
eee iy Se ee ee as s 


Two end a quarter tons coal, $12 per TOM. 6... oe. snc ceeccccsccesccvseesrsssesvess 27 00 
Eight hundred and thirty casks water... ....ccccccccccscccscccscccccceccseeess LOT 95 
C. H. permits..... SSR edececcrcesecescceesececasesercvevesccsesessececseesss 19 50 
PEMA VERMA TCUEE PANO. 6x... 2 cc cence esos e see sere scenes se esse esses esenens 3 50 
ene Ore rrr Terre TT Tere ereTE TT TEeET ETT Te Te ee 3 00 
ee | See TTTeTTTT TTT OTTO LITT CTE PETTITT ee 3 00 





$1,636 65 








Commission, 5 per Cent... ccccccccccccsecscccccscscccccvccssccccsesvccecssesecs Sl 83 
$1,718 48 
(Signed) Ex. BEN. F. BOURNE, Purser. 


Received, Valparaiso, May 4th, 1822, of Ben. F. Bourne, purser, U.S. navy, seventeen hundred and 
eighteen dollars and forty-eight cents, in full of the above account, for which I sign triplicate receipts. 


(Signed) MICHAEL HOGAN, 
(Signed) App’d. (. G. RIDGELY, 





U.S. Sup Franxuty, Valparaiso Harbor, January 2, 1823. 


J. B. Provost, Santiago de Chili: 

Sir: My arrival at this place affords me an opportunity of communicating to you the objects of the 
government in sending so considerable a force into this sea, and of apprising you that I am directed to 
call on you for information touching the seizure of any vessels and property belonging to citizens of the 
United States by cither of the parties at war. They also advise, in such cases, my making spirited remon- 
strances through you to the government of this country, by whose authority such acts have or may be 
committed, and to advise with you relative to the best measures for preventing such depredations on our 
commerce, and the means of procuring respect for our interests and flag. Being charged with these 
important concerns, and having a force adequate to the object, I have to request you will advise me 
freely and suggest what may be essential to the ends desired. On my arrival at Lima, where it was 
expected I should have found you, and been enabled to have carried into effect these objects in conformity 
with my instructions, you may readily conceive my disappointment on finding you had departed, particu- 
larly as that was the only quarter in which the conduct of the government of Lima appeared to require 
our exertions; on my anchoring at that place many complaints were laid before me, with the necessary 
documents, touching the seizure and detention of the property of our citizens and the imprisoning of their 
persons, many of which had taken place under your notice. In this state of things, adopting the recom- 
mendation of our government, (in the only way I was enabled to do so,) I presented to the government 
of Lima a remonstrance and requested a restitution, but without effect. In addition to the particular 
urgency of our fellow citizens, the changes, which it was not difficult to foresee were about to take 
place in that government, seemed also to require that the subject should be brought immediately to the 
notice of the government which had authorized those acts. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &e., &e., 
(Signed ) 


-_~ 


» STEWART. 





Sr. Jaco pe Crm, January 5, 1823. 

Sir: Had it pleased you upon your arrival at Valparaiso to have made the communication I yesterday 
had the honor to receive, it would have enabled me, either in person or by letter, to have exhibited for 
your information a view of the progress of the revolution, and the nature of our commerce, and of the 
jealousies excited by those preceding you in command; I should have unfolded the course I have adopted, 
together with the motives swaying me, and have endeavored to produce an union of measures directed to 
the restoration of confidence, and to the revival of that consideration we ought ever to have maintained. 
I should have offered my ideas of the blockade of Arica, or of any other of the intermediate ports before 
which a vessel-of- war was lying, and have shown that a force in station at any one place competent as to 
the enemy, was equally so to the neutral; you might then, sir, upon consideration, probably have thought 
proper to decline the protection afforded to the Pearl and other merchantmen at that place, and thus have 
avoided collision so powerfully tending to defeat the effect of the liberal and noble policy of the govern- 
ment of the United States. 

The acknowledgment, sir, of the independence of these people is an act performed; as it regards the 
world, the responsibility is incurred; they are placed among the nations of the earth; and the peace of our 
country is involved in the early conclusion of the struggle. Under these circumstances, it appears to me, 
we ought to study every means to give full weight to the measure, and that it is important to cultivate 
American feelings, to cherish a national character, and to foster sentiments of good will. 

I have no information, sir, touching the seizure of vessels and property belonging to the citizens of 
the United States, other than such as have hitherto been the subject of discussion; and I know of no 
grievances, either here or in Peru, in which your interference can avail. If, however, as you suggest, 
some have arisen in the latter place, I do not hesitate to advise a total silence on your part, and to leave 
the redress to the agency of the minister contemplated from the United States, who may, by treaty, 
obtain full reparation. 

I hope, sir, that while thus freely mecting the object of your communication, I shall not have 
awakened an unkind fecling. The view I had taken appeared to me necessary, in order to justify the 
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negative course I have undertaken to recommend, and it will gratify me to learn that it obtains your 


concurrence. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 


; : J. B. PREVOST. 
Captain Srewart, of the Navy of the United States, &c.. &c., &e. 





Unirep Srares Sure Franxutn, Valparaiso, January 19, 1823. 


J. B. Prevost, United States Agent, Santiago de Chili: 

Sir: I had the honor to receive your very extraordinary letter of the 5th instant, on the evening of 
the 7th. <A pressure of occupation has hitherto prevented my giving that attention to its contents which 
it seemed to demand. Had I found you at the place contemplated by the Government of the United States 
in their instructions, you would have received on my arrival a letter similar to the one addressed to you 
on my last arrival here; or had it been known to me where you were, and an opportunity had afforded, 
you would probably have had such a letter addressed to you. If any inconvenience, therefore, has arisen 
to the service and public interests, there can be no difficulty in the government’s discovering its source, 
and fixing it where it ought to rest. 

Had you possessed the information with respect to the progress of the revolution, the nature of our 
commerce, and a desire to co-operate with the views of government, in sending a naval force here for its 
protection, and a wish to counteract a lawless depredation on it, as well as to produce a revival of 
consideration and respect for our flag, under which you have so long sheltered, there was no impediment 
to your seeing me in person by the frigate Constellation, or communicating to me, as you state you knew 
where I was, and that I was then a stranger in the country. 

With respect to the conduct of my predecessors in command on this station I have nothing to do; 
and if they have committed any acts of grievance towards these governments and people, they must seek 
their redress from the Government of the United States, under whose authority they acted. Had the 
blockade of the Intermedios been known to you, and had you entertained any ideas at that time on the 
subject, it is very extraordinary you should not have made them known to Captain Ridgely, (then with 
you at Lima), if you even deemed it unworthy of my knowledge. No such communication is to be found 
in the archives he left with me. The ideas, however, you now entertain, are not in unison with those of 
the Government of the United States, and you ought to know they have expended too much blood and 
treasure in contending with Great Britain for just principles to yield it now inconsistently, however desir- 
able it may be to you. 

With respect to the brig Pearl, which arrived at Arica the same day with the Canton, you must be 
badly informed. No protection was afforded by me to that vessel, nor did any Peruvian force present 
itself that required it. The schooner Sacramento, of one gun, the only vessel on that coast, and which 
was driven away by the royalists, made no attempt on her, although the commander knew she had arms 
and munitions of war on board. They were intended for trade with the savages on the northwest coast, 
and for that trade she was too well armed and appointed for the Sacramento to succeed against her. 

I have received no new instructions from the government adapted to the new state of things, as 
involved by an acknowledgment of their independence, nor any authority under which to act, but those 
I received on my departure, and which must continue as the rule of my conduct. If the obedience I owe 
to the government, and the duties I am bound to perform in consequence, should not comport with the 
erroneous ideas of these governments as respects justice to ourselves, they must blame none but them- 
selves, and not attribute it to improper sentiments of the Government of the United States or myself 
towards them. There was no disposition on the part of our government to incur so much expense, in 
sending a naval force to this sea, which could be so advantageously employed in suppressing pirates 
nearer home, had these governments and the officers under their authority not exhibited so much avidity 
in depredating on our commerce, imprisoning our citizens, in fine, by exercising every unfriendly act 
towards those who alone were their best friends; and the fact of a necessity existing of keeping up a 
naval force in the Pacific, is a strong proof that the Government of the United States are not willing to 
abandon either their rights or their commerce in this sea, and argues strongly the sense they entertain of 
the good will and justice these governments have for us. 

When the contemplated ministers arrive, they no doubt will be instructed how to act, and I shall 
receive corresponding instructious from the government, by which my future conduct will be regulated. 

I have the honor to remain, &c., &c., &c., 


(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 





Sr. Jaco pe Cunt, January 26, 1824. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your note of the 19th yesterday only, so that I pray you not to 
attribute the delay intervening between its date and my acknowledgment to inattention on my part. 
The irritation you exhibit throughout is really a source of pain to me, and the more so as I cannot, upon 
recurrence to mine of the 5th, to which it is intended as an answer, discover aught to justify it. Youasked 
my advice; it was incumbent apon me to give it; and I did so with the frankness our situation appeared 
to me to exact. Captain Ridgley was an inmate of my house while at Lima; the decree of blockade was 
always upon the table, was daily a subject of discussion, and every effort was made to dissuade him from 
its violation. In addition to which, a printed copy was transmitted by me to Mr. Hogan, anterior to your 
arrival, with a request to give it full publicity, and if he also omitted to mention it to you, the responsi- 
bility rests with him. 

Iam really a stranger, sir, to those acts of depredation upon our commerce, and of outrage upon the 
persons of our citizens, to which you refer with stress, as requiring interference and reparation, and you 
will oblige me particularly by detailing such as have fallen within your knowledge, that I may at least 
notice them to the Department. The claim of the owners of the Macedonian is the only case within my 
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recollection, and however hardly the delay may operate, I doubt whether there is any way of extricating 
them but by treaty. 

As to the Pearl, when I alluded to her, it was in common with others sailing at the same time from 
Valparaiso, and I regret that you or I should be so deceived as to the object of her visit to Arica. If my 
information be correct, those arms were landed from the Canton, and afterwards purchased and secretly 
put on board the Pearl, without the knowledge of this government or of Mr. Hogan, with whom some 
correspondence had taken place on this subject. It is now also stated that part of these arms were 
shipped by Captain Smith on board a schooner purchased for that purpose at Arica and sent to Chiloe, a 
circumstance unimportant as to Smith, but as he is stated to have been at the time an inmate of the 
Franklin, and as he still continnes to share your hospitalities, it gives to the transactions, in the eyes of 
these people, an unfortunate coloring, and, however improperly, attaches to it the protection of the flag 
of the United States. 

Letters from Buenos Ayres of the 2d inst., induce a belief that Mr. Rodney has either arrived or is 
near that place by this time. With this information, sir, I ask leave to renew my earnest solicitations 
that any motive to further excitement may be avoided, so as to give to his embassy full effect. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your very humble servant, 
J. B. PREVOST. 

Captain Cuartes Srewart, of the Navy of the United States. 





U. S. Sup Franxurn, Callao, May 9, 1823. 
J. B. Prevost, Esq., U. 8S. Agent, Lima: 

Sir: On my return from the Island of Juan Fernandez to Valparaiso with this ship, Mr. Hogan put 
into my hands your letter of the 26th of January last, which I have now the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of. 

The pain occasioned you by the perusal of the letter I had the honor to write you on the 19th of that 
month, could not have equalled that which I felt on finding myself reduced to the necessity of writing it, 
more especially on finding my conduct, and that of my predecessors in command, the cause of your ani- 
madversionus. If either them or myself have done that which the laws of nations do not authorize, it 
belonged exclusively to our government to take cognizance of it, and punish us as they may consider the 
case to deserve; hence, sir, you will readily conceive my surprise as well as regret on receiving your 
letter of the 5th of January. As I never had the honor of your personal acquaintance, I trust you will 
do me the justice to believe, if any irritation has exhibited itself in my letter of the 19th, it would only 
grow out of that natural feeling originating in the disappointment of the hope that our joint efforts would 
contribute very materially towards the protection of our fellow-citizens from oppression and plunder, and 
thus, in sustaining our right to justice, preserve the honor of our government, having no favors to 
ask, and desiring no undue advantages over others. 

With respect to the Canton, and arms brought out by that ship to Valparaiso, I can only say that I 
refused her master protection until they were landed, and the cargo rendered perfectly innocent, and that 
my permitting that ship to accompany me, after that had been done, was to preserve a power over her, 
and thereby prevent her doing any act that would place so valuable a property in jeopardy, as well as to 
preserve her from lawless seizure. If the Pearl conveyed any other arms than those she brought from 
Boston, (all of which I have satisfactory proofs remained on board of her when she departed from Arica, ) 
I know not. The Canton’s arms were deposited and locked up in the custom house stores at Valparaiso, 
from whence, I presume, they could not be secretly taken, as you suggest, and positive assurances had 
been given by the government of Chili to the minister of Peru, that they should not be exported unless 
under ample bonds, as appears by the copy of the correspondence had on that subject at Santiago. I, 
however, advised the master of the Pearl not to proceed to another belligerent port, and refused him con- 
voy. This advice and this refusal were in consequence of the arms and military stores then on board, 
and which he brought from Boston for the purposes of his traffic with the Indians on the northwest coast, 
and not upon any presumption that he was going to take on board others at Valparaiso, which, if done 
from the public stores at Valparaiso with so much secrecy, it could not have come within my knowledge, 
and it did not belong to me to prevent his going when and whither he pleased. His voyage was not 
interdicted by the laws of his own country, and his clearance was regular from Valparaiso. 

As respects Capt. Smith, I can confidently assure you that he had closed his business and left Val- 
paraiso in the Dolphin schooner several days before the Pearl arrived at that place; that he had no know- 
ledge of that vessel, or any concern in her cargo at any time. That gentleman has been received by me 
as any other unfortunate fellow citizen would have been, and came to this place with a view to recover 
his brig and cargo, seized by the government of his excellency, the Protector San Martin. I have been 
many years intimate with him, and have always believed his integrity unimpeachable, and I assure you 
I should regret extremely to be numbered among those who are prejudiced against him without reason, 
thereby adding to his previous serious misfortune. 

If it is in your power to produce the objects had in view by the government without my interference 
and co-operation, it will be highly satisfactory to them as well as to myself. I enclose to you copies of 
such complaints made me by our countrymen as remain in my hands, but the whole have been transmited, 
long since, to the Secretary of State. The more recent ones, I am informed by Lieut. Commandant 
Conner, are already before you. In behalf of the brig Thetis, there remains to be recovered four thousand 
dollars, and a cable belonging to that vessel. 

I have the honor to remain, &c., 
(Signed ) C. STEWART. 





Lina, May 12, 1823. 
Sir: I had the honor to receive, last evening, your note by Captain Conner, and hasten to assure you 
that I am sincerely gratified by the prospect it offers of a communication that will enable us to unite in 
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promoting the several objects of our government. The course I advised as to the grievances by you 
heretofore intimated to exist, was not suggested by any desire of interfering with the exercise of the 
powers delegated to you, but solely by that of avoiding the irritating and unavailing discussions which, 
under the impressions of those composing the late junta, would inevitably have followed; the case of the 
Thetis is, however, the only one one among the documents accompanying your note that claims attention, 
The protest of Fitch is a gross misrepresentation, and that in which he has joined with H. D. Tracy would 
only have been made for the purposes of deception. The fraud committed by Mr. Tracy upon one of the 
banks of New York determined Mr. Forbes, while I was in Buenos Ayres, to deny him access to his 
house, and I regret to say that his conduct since his arrival on this side of the Andes has not indicated 
any return to principle. 

The present chief magistrate is a patriot, disposed to cherish the most friendly relations between the 
two governments, and I shall take a pleasure in making him known to you on any day you may incline to 
visit the palace. 

I have the honor to be, with great reepect, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 
J. B. PREVOST. 


Commodore Cuar.es Srewart, of the Navy of the United States. 





AMERICAN Sup Canton, Valparaiso, April 28, 1822. 

Sir: In consequence of a vessel-of-war, (national flag unknown, ) cruising off and on this harbor, and 
having understoud that a Spanish frigate is in a state of mutiny, which, if so, will, no doubt, commit piratical 
depredations, and the very valuable ship and cargo under my command being the property of citizens of 
the United States, if not trespassing on your official capacity, may I request of you, as commander of the 
United States naval force in this sea, for the necessary protection to enable me to continue my voyage 
down the coast of Chili and Peru, having no contraband of war on board. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your humble servant, 
JNO. O’SULLIVAN. 

Commodore Cuartes Stewart, Commander-in- Chief, &c., &c., &e. 





It is hereby understood and agreed, to and between Samuel Chandler on the one part, and Charles 
Stewart on the other, that is to say, the said Samuel Chandler hereby agrees to furnish and deliver to the 
said Charles Stewart all the frames, plank, copper, sail-cloth, cordage, &c., &c., &c., to build, equip, and 
complete three schooner boats, with the exception of running and standing rigging for one boat; this 
being completely and fuily done on the part of said Samuel Chandler, the aforesaid Charles Stewart doth 
agree to build, equip, and complete the three schooner boats aforesaid, and deliver two thereof to the 
order of said Samuel Chandler, in the port of Oahu, in the Sandwich Islands, so soon as circumstances 
and the nature of his public duties will permit. The whole of the materials, and two of the schooner 
boats after being completed, to be at the risk of the aforesaid Samuel Chandler, the said Charles Stewart 
binding himself for nothing more than to furnish the necessary labor for building and equipping the said 
schooner boats, with the standing and running rigging for one thereof. And it is further understood 
between the said Samuel Chandler and Charles Stewart that, in consideration of the above services being 
performed by the said Charles Stewart as before specified, and five hundred dollars now paid to Samuel 
Chandler in hand, that he, the said Samuel Chandler, relinquishes to the said Charles Stewart one of the 
schooner boats so completed to the use for ever of the said Chas. Stewart. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, this 10th day of June, 1822. 

SAMUEL CHANDLER, 
CHARLES STEWART. 
Test: H. Henry. 





U.S. Sap Franxiin, Harbor of Arica, June 10, 1822. 


Sir: In compliance with your directions this morning, we proceeded on board the American brig 
Pearl (after she was under way to leave this place), for the purpose of examining whether she had landed 
arms at this place, or had them still on board, agreeably to the invoices of her cargo. We have the 
honor to report, that the master exhibited his papers and invoices, and after a strict examination of the 
hold, we found all the arms remaining in the vessel, agreeably to those invoices of his cargo, with which 
he proceeded to sea, bound to the Sandwich Islands and river Columbia. 

We remain, sir, your obedient servants, 
WM. HUNTER, First Lieutenant. 
THOS. 8. HAMMERSLEY. 


Com, Cuartes Stewart, commanding U. S. Naval Force, Pacific Ocean. 
? ? 





[Duplicate.] 
U.S. Snip Frankury, Valparaiso, October 21, 18238. 

Sir: I have the painful task to inform you of a transaction which took place on board this ship a 
year past, and which only came to my knowledge, through Lieutenant Henry, three days since. It 
appears that, by the contrivance of Mrs. Stewart, a person was received on board, at Callao, when getting 
under way, and secreted in the pantry, among the servants, until our arrival at Quilca, and through the 
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dereliction of duty on the part of the first officer, kept from my knowledge, whose special business it was 
to report all persons on board not belonging to the navy, and send tl.em out of the ship, unless he has my 
orders and sanction for their remaining on board. This circumstance is doubly afflicting to me, as it deeply 
involves a wife, whose conduct and confidence towards me ought to have been different, and who should 
have preferred my duty to any act of grace she could possibly confer on another, at so much hazard and 
expense to all concerned. ; 

It may also involve a complaint on the part of the government of Lima, as he no doubt may be some 
person escaping from justice or the laws of war, and who could have no possible claim on us or our flag. 
I have deemed it proper to transmit to you this explanation, as I shall feel it my duty to do on all 
occasions requiring it, when they come to my knowledge; and I beg leave to assure you, sir, there is no 
part of my orders which I have more strenuously endeavored to guard against a violation of, than this; 
and, in many instances, I have refused passages to neutral persons (not strictly comprehended in the 
instructions), lest they should afterwards prove, from their transactions, improper persons, confining the 
indulgence entirely to my own countrymen. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 
CHARLES STEWART. 
To the Hon. Sita Tuomrson, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





Translation of a letter to Mrs. Stewart. 


My most esteemed friend, possessing my most ardent affection, I take the liberty of addressing a 
letter to you, not being able to go to Callao to see you, and to give you a last embrace. I regret the 
not seeing you excessively, but be persuaded that I can never forget your amiability and the deserving 
qualities of your distinguished nature; and from the time that I had first the satisfaction of knowing 
you your friendship has been precious to me. In whatever distance fate may place me from you, your 
remembrance can never be effaced from my heart. Under this assurance, depend always upon my friend- 
ship and command my invariable will. The bearer of this is a person whom I esteem, and who is 
desirous that I should use my influence with you in his favor to obtain a passage. He will explain this 
to you himself; and if not troublesome to you, be assured that you will do a very kind action to the indi- 
vidual whom I recommend, by granting his request. Excuse the freedom I take in thus interesting 
myself with you, my good friend, in his behalf, and write me if you can give him a passage, if not incon- 
venient. 

Command the services of your most sincerely affectionate, 


THE COUNTESS OF VALLE ERMOSA. 


My respectful expressions of regard to the commodore, and tell him that I regret very much that he 
cannot pass a few days in Lima before his departure. 





U. S. Sup Frayxiry, Valparaiso, May 5, 1822. 

Sir: Since I had the honor to address you on the 23d of March, as per duplicate enclosed, the United 
States frigate Constellation has arrived at this place, and leaves here in a few days for North America 
By the last advices from Peru it appears that Admiral Cochrane, after the fall of Callao, refitted as many 
of his ships (say three) as his means allowed, and proceeded to leeward, along the Bay of Panama, down 
to Acapulco, in search of two Spanish frigates and a sloop of war, all the remaining ships of the royal 
naval forces in this sea. It seems his object in this pursuit was frustrated by the activity of San Martin 
and his agents. Apprised by them of Cochrane’s movements, those ships reached Guayaquil a month or 
six weeks after he left there, and, by a convention entered into with San Martin, the royal officers and 
crew disposed of the ships to him, one of which has arrived at Callao and been given up, according to 
advices arrived yesterday; the others remained at Guayaquil, held as security in deposit for the delivery 
of the largest at her port of destination. In the meantime Cochrane returned to Guayaquil, with his 
vessels very much shattered by the storms he encountered, and almost destitute of provisions, where 
finding the remaining frigate and sloop-of-war, he took immediate possession of them, alleging that he 
disregarded such treaties, and the ships ought to belong to him, and it was his squadron which forced 
them to take refuge under such conventions, and that he would take the other whenever he could find her. 
To comprehend this affair you must know that two of the greatest rogues existing, Cochrane and San 
Martin, have been co-operating together in the reduction of Lima and Callao, both narrowly watching to 
overreach each other. San Martin, desirous of reducing that city and port under his dominion, kept 
Cochrane at his post by only allowing him two days’ provisions at a time, and by that means ultimately 
effected his object. Cochrane, by means of licenses to his agents and partners in commerce, enabled the 
place to hold out, and was thus enriching himself, while he was defeating the object of San Martin, who, 
by keeping him at his post, prevented his carrying on that scene of plunder along the coast which he 
otherwise would have done, sheltered under the pretext of a paper blockade, and would thus have enriched 
himself more readily by plundering neutrals. San Martin, during his stay in the vicinity of Lima, had col- 
lected a considerable sum of money by plundering parties and the sale of passports, &., &c. This money he 
prudently put on board a vessel for safety, in case he should be under the necessity of retreating suddenly. 
Cochrane seized upon this money under the pretext that it was necessary to pay his sailors, and thus an 
open war exists between them. San Martin, it is understood, has preferred several charges against 
Cochrane to the government of Chili. That government appears to approve of all he has done, particu- 
larly the seizing on the money and the ships. If they are sincere there will be war between San Martin 
and this country, but most persons believe O’ Higgins and San Martin understand each other, and all the 
approbation is given out with a view to get back their ships, the property and plunder Cochrane has on 
board, and then to ruin him forever, as he is a foreigner and a heretic. The latter I think most probable, 
for deception is their forte, and when they profess most it is necessary to be most on your guard. Accounts 
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have also arrived by this vessel that the brig Macedonian, of Boston, has been condemned at Lima under 
the same supposition that they condemned the money taken from Captain Smith, to wit, that she belonged 
to the Phillippine Company. When they want a thing they find no difficulty in making a pretext, as they 
acknowl. dge no law but expediency. As the Arminius is daily expected to arrive, I purpose waiting a 
few days for that event, being under the impression she may bring some instructions adapted to the new 
state of things occasioned by the fall of Lima. The blockade terminating with that event, would seem 
to render this ship’s remaining out unnecessary, unless government should be desirous of enforcing 
rigidly all their neutral rights, which appears to me the only mode of gaining the respect of these people. 
Submission is construed into fear, and they cannot be brought to believe that ‘‘ respect for them and the 
cause they are engaged in” would induce any nation to submit, unless they had higher interests to sub- 
serve. At all events, under any state of things, I would recommend to the government to equip for this 
station two of the sloops-of-war, say the Cyane and John Adams, without delay. Should any difficulties 
take place, our force would be more suitable for the necessary protection on the coast of 2,000 miles; but 
should no difficulties take place, this ship could return home, and one of the sloops be stationed at Lima 
and the other here; with the schooner to pass between, it would answer all the purposes that would be 
desired by the merchants, the principal one of which is, a place of deposit for their specie as it arrives 
from other ports, where it would not be subject to the seizure of every governor or officer who chose to 
lay violent hands upon it. The present state of Panama would afford good facilities for communi rating 
with Washington, but to effect it expeditiously an advice boat would be requisite on this side, say a small 
pilot boat, to be officered and manned from this ship, which could be rowed in the long calms to which 
the passage irom Lima to Panama and back is subject. It would, therefore, be advisable to send a 
vessel of that description round here, otherwise no communication could be kept up by that route, as it 
takes two months for a vessel of any other description to come from Panama to this place. 
I have the honor, &c., 
(Signed ) CHAS. STEWART. 
Hon, Sairn Tomson, Secretary of the Navy. 


I certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the original on file in this Department. 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 
Navy De«rartment, October 26, 1824. 





U. S. Su Frayxuiy, Valparaiso, January 5, 1823. 
The honorable Smith Thompson, Secretary of the Navy: ‘ 

Sir: Herewith Ihave the honor to enclose to you copies of the entire correspondence had with 
Captain Trunier, commanding the patriot brig Belgrano, at Quilca, relative to the American ship Canton, 
of and belonging to New York. This vessel (the Belgrano) arrived at Quilca in twenty-eight days from 
Lima, on the 8th of July, 1822, with two secret agents on board to be landed in Upper Peru. On the 
same day the commander came on board this ship and inquired of me what vessels those were in port. 
I stated them to be the French ship Telegraph and the American ship Canton. He asked if the Canton 
was a public or a private armed vessel; I stated she was a private, armed, merchant ship. He asked if 
she had any cargo on board; I replied she had not—her cargo had been landed and she was then in 
ballast, which, when completed, (in a few days) she was going to depart for Lima. On the following 
day he transmitted to me his letter marked (A), which was replied to by (B), and continued on to the 
letter (G), inclusive. 

The want of opportunities to write by, for the United States, which rarely occur, except by whale 
ships bound that way with part of a cargo, and intending to continue fishing until they complete the 
whole, renders it so very uncertain when dispatches will reach you, that 1 have been constrained to pro- 
cure myself a pilot boat schooner (at my own expense, but officered and manned from this ship,) which 
now enables me to forward to you, by way of Panama, the dispatches. The usefulness of this vessel 
will be more evident to you, when the various services she has already performed will be seen by the 
accompanying orders, &c. 

After dispatching the Constellation frigate and procuring my supplies, I proceeded on the 22d of 
May for Arica, as heretofore advised by the copy of my letter to General Ramirez, under date of April 
20th, taking under my protection and convoy the ship Canton, which was all the trade bound that way 
then in readiness, except the American brig Pearl, to the master of which vessel I refused giving convoy 
in consequence of arms and other munitions of war, constituting a part of his cargo, which he acknow- 
ledged he had on board, for the purpose of trading with the Indians on the northwest coast. That vessel 
and the British brig Sarah sailed the same day from Valparaiso, and arrived at Arica the same day with 
the Canton, and the day previous to our entering the port with this ship. From Arica I proceeded with 
the Canton to Quilea, where that ship discharged the remainder of her cargo, and on the 27th of July I 
left Quilea and proceeded to Callao, where we arrived on the 2d August. On my arrival at that place, 
representations and complaints were laid before me of the seizure of the property of our citizens, and the 
incarceration of some of their persons by the authorities and government of Lima, which I represented 
to that government, and transmit the result by this conveyance to the honorable Secretary of State. If 
the representation was not made in strict conformity with your instructions, (through Mr. Prevost,) I 
can only beg leave to offer you, as reasons for so doing, the absence of that gentleman; the extreme 
urgency of the complainants; the revolution which was about to take place in that government; the 
minister of state, Monteagudo, having been already transported to Panama, and San Martin, who, it was 
not difficult to foresee, would soon follow him, from his cruelties and oppressions towards the people of 
that city and province; it, therefore, seemed desirable to make, and was one of those occasions which 
asked for, a spirited representation, to keep alive any just claims we might have on the future govern- 
ment of that place, as well as to exhibit to them that we are not indifferent to injuries, and that they 
would not be passed unnoticed. 

On the 20th September the congress of Lima met, and San Martin resigned all his authorities; they 
then appointed him, commander-in-chief, but, to their astonishment, the next day they found he had 
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embarked that night on board the Belgrano, taking with him all the money from the treasury and mint 
(as [ have been informed) coined from the gold and silver taken from the churches in Lima, for the 
purposes of government, and sailed away. On the 30th September we got under way, taking under our 
convoy and protection the American ship Chauncey, of Baltimore, and proceeded to Quilea, where 
we arrived on the 22d October. On the 2d December we left Quilea, with four American vessels 
under our protection, and on the 29th arrived at this place, where we found Valparaiso had been 
entirely destroyed, on the 19th of November last, by an earthquake, and the country in a state of 
revolution. 

It seems that the provinces of Conception and Coquimbo, dissatisfied with the proceedings of the 
Director, O'Higgins, and the self-created congress, together with the troops under General Freyre, who 
have received no pay for the last year. These provinces declared themselves independent of the govern- 
ment of Santiago, and are now in arms against that government. It will terminate, according to the 
best informed persons, in favor of Freyre, as the measure is popular throughout the country. 

With respect to the blockade of the coast of Peru by the authorities of Lima, it only existed on 
paper, as no force was stationed there but the schooner Sacramento of one gun, from the day we arrived 
off Arica (June 5th) to the 8th of July, the day on which the Peruvian brig Belgrano arrived there from 
Lima, a coast extending seven degrees from north to south, and as much more from east to west. Under 
what pretext it was possible for the government of Lima to institute a blockade on so extensive a Coast, 
embracing many harbors, even with the whole naval force they then possessed, (consisting of the brigs 
Peznela and Belgrano, and schooners Cruz and Sacramento, ) the enclosed paper marked A will throw the 
most light. The intrigues of the British, desirous of engrossing the trade of Upper Peru, induced that 
government to exclude all others, under pretext of blockade, and thus enabled them to sell the exclusive 
trade to those merchants. 

I herewith have the honor to transmit to you the declaration of the master and mate of the ship 
Canton, since obtained in addition to’ Mr. Ward’s, which accompanies the correspondence with the 
minister of state: also, the report of Lieutenants Hunter and Hammersley, of this ship, who searched, by 
my orders, the brig Pearl as she was departing from Arica. 

The expedition for Upper Peru embarked and left Callao on the 15th and 17th October last, consisting 
of 4,500 men; the residue marched towards Ica, composed of 1,500 of the Columbian troops from Guaya- 
quil, 500 lancers, and a regiment raised from plantation negroes, about 600 strong, (every third male of 
the slaves having been taken to form this corps;) no troops remained at Lima, and Callao was garrisoned 
by the livicos, (militia of Lima.) 

A short time will decide the fate of this expedition, as their means of fitting it out were very limited. 
They had only provisions to carry them to Arica; the troops discontented as well as most of the officers, 
having received little or no pay since San Martin became Protector. The opposing party had left nothing 
within 100 miles of the coast; all wgs waste, and destitute of domestic animals. About 300 horses were 
sent them from this place, which is all the succor they could afford them, in consequence of the state of 
things here. It would not be rash to predict its failure; and, in that case, Lima will revert to the 
royalists. 

By the best information I could get, when in Upper Peru, the inhabitants were generally in favor of 
being independent of Spain, but they were also as generally opposed to acquiring it through the invasion 
of San Martin, his character and conduct being too well known to them to render it desirable to come 
under his sway. Thus, if Peru has not been independent of Spain long since, it is owing to the invasion 
of San Martin and Admiral Cochrane, which united the greater part of Lower Peru, and all of Upper Peru 
against them; even the Viceroy would not oppose the wishes of the people in this respect, as he finds the 
supineness of the Spanish government has left them to their fate. 

Enclosed you will receive the correspondence of Licuts. Henry and Connor, on the subjects they 
were charged with at Guayaquil; also, the proceedings of a court of inquiry on Lieut. Sawyer, of the 
schooner Dolphin. Lieut. Mayo, of this ship, who conveys these dispatches by way of Panama, has, in 
his possession, a pass I have procured from General Bolivar, which he will deliver to you, and which can 
be made use of should you find it necessary to transmit to this quarter any dispatches. 

This gentleman’s health, while on board the Dolphin, to which he was attached, was such (owing 
to her confined state) as required his returning home last year; he, however, volunteered to remain out 
if on board this ship, so long as his health would permit, and his services could be advantageous. His 
high standing with the Department, and the continued services he has heretofore rendered to the satisfac- 
tion of those whose command he has been under, render it unnecessary for me to do more on this occa- 
sion than to confirm their good report, and request towards him the notice of the Department. I have 
directed Lieut. Henry (to whom J have given the command of the dispatch boat) to stop at Lima, on his 
way to Panama, and receive any dispatches Lieutenant Commandant Connor may have for you, which 
will put you in possession of the latest advices from that quarter. Towards Lieut. Henry I also take 
the liberty of requesting your notice, whose attentions and activity on the service in this sea deserve my 
commendation. And in case of any reduction of the navy, I beg leave to report, that all the officers in 
this ship will merit your consideration in any selection that may be made for retention; all have hitherto 
conducted properly and inerit my approbation. 

Admiral Cochrane has resigned the service, and, yesterday, embarked all his baggage and effects 
preparatory to leaving this place, He has given out that he is invited into the service of Brazil, and is 
going to take command of the nayal forces of that country, 

I have the honor to remain, &c., &c., &c., 
(Signed ) CHARLES STEWART. 





U.S. Smp Frankiry, Valparaiso, April 16, 1822. 
To his excellency the Supreme Dire-ter of Chili: 
May IT PLease your Excettency: I have the honor to inform you that I am about to dispatch to North 
America the frigate Constellation, Captain Ridgely, by which vessel it will be highly gratifying to me to 
transmit, and pleasing to my government to receive, any and all the information relating to the seizure 
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and detention of two sums of money belonging to citizens of the United States, and taken possession of 
by and under the authority of Vice-Admiral Cochrafte, commander-in-chief of the naval forces of Chili. 
The first seizure took place, in part, on shore, near the river Baranca, and the other part was taken from 
the neutral vessel Gazelle, in May, 1819, and constituting together, in plata pina and dollars, the sum of 
one hundred and forty-two thousand dollars. The second was taken possession of by and under the 
same authority of Vice-Admiral Cochrane, in the valley of Citara, in May, 1821, constituting, in bars of 
silver and dollars, the sum of seventy thousand four hundred dollars; all of which was under the control 
and direction of Eliphalet Smith, master of the American brig Macedonian, who then was, and now is, a 
citizen of the United States of America. 

Considering the long period which has elapsed since the seizure of the property, and the repeated 
applications that have been made by my predecessor in command, and the commercial agent of the United 
States at Valparaiso, to the authorities of Chili, without any satisfactory response having been made on 
this subject; that it is claimed as property of, and belonging to, citizens of the United States, and that 
ample time has clapsed to enable the authorities seizing and detaining it to prove their right so to do; 
and, considering the honorable sympathy felt by the Government and people of the United States towards 
the patriots of South America, in their struggle for independence, I feel persuaded that your excellency 
will acquiesce in the right we have to expect, that justice will not be delayed or denied them. 

As it comports with the best interests and is the policy of the United States to cultivate a good 
understanding with all governments and people, and, in the spirit of amity, to exhaust all amicable 
means for obtaining justice for its citizens,—in this spirit, and entertaining, in common with my fellow 
citizens and the Government of the United States, a high opinion of the very many excellent qualities you 
possess, and the desire you have to cultivate a good understanding with the United States, I have 
availed myself of this occasion to ask, for the information of my government, whether the property 
seized, as above, will be restored, with suitable damages; or, whether judgments have been given in the 
prize courts condemning the same, and, if so, to ask a copy of the judgments, that I may lay before them 
the grounds of such condemnation. 

In bringing to the notice of your excellency the above acts, committed on land by the authority of 
the naval forces of Chili, 1 would also beg leave to bring to your notice a more recent act committed on 
the water by the military authorities at Talcahuano, in the province of Conception. Although some 
color of pretext might be assumed for the seizure of neutral property in the territory of an enemy; yet, 
no pretext whatever could exist for the violent seizure of neutral property on board a friendly vessel, 
within the port and territory of Chili. As the act was committed without the authority of the govern- 
ment of Chili, it was hoped and expected that immediate restitution of the property taken would have 
followed the decree of your excellency, and a suitable punishment would have been inflicted on the 
authors of that outrage, so nearly allied to piracy by its character and the manner in which it was 
executed. 

May I ask of your excellency, for the information of my government, whether it is contemplated by 
the authorities of Chili to do anything more in the above case of the ship Ocean, Captain Pinkham, whose 
declaration you will receive, enclosed, for your excellency’s information? 

I have the honor to remain, with assurances of the highest consideration and respect, &c., 


(Signed) C. STEWART. 





C. 


[Translation.] 


Eliphalet Smith, a citizen of the United States of America, prompted, no doubt, by a lively interest 
in whatever may be beneficial to his country or its citizens, and animated with a generous sympathy in 
the concerns of the inhabitants of this province, with whom he has been for some time assvuciating in 
mercantile transactions; and whereas, said Smith, by his residence here, has had an opportunity to wit- 
ness the good faith of this government in the fulfillment of all its engagements, and to mark its invariable 
respect and courtesy to all fureigners, in conformity to the established usages of Spain, adopted by the 
noble magnanimity of her policy, the said Smith hath expressed a wish to this royal government that 
articles of agreement should be entered into which shall secure to his countrymen the right to land their 
goods and merchandise from their vessels upon this coast, and from which, great and mutual advantages 
are to be derived by both the parties contracting. In furtherance of this meritorious proposal, I shall be 
happy to sanction it with all the faculties which have been entrusted to me by his excellency the Vice- 
King; and having no doubt that your excellency, as commander-in-chief of the naval forces of the United 
States, derives powers correspondent to my own in this behalf from your government, there seems to be 
no difficulty in our agreeing upon such terms as may appear most advantageous to both nations. I have 
no doubt that such an arrangement might be made without delay if it were possible for us to have a 
personal interview. But I apprehend this to be impracticable, since it may not be convenient for you to 
leave your squadron, and it is improper for me to absent myself from the front of my troops. 

I propose, therefore, that your excellency send some vessel-of-war to the port of Molliendo, under the 
command of an officer, or with some other person on board in the confidence of your excellency, clothed 
with full powers to treat with me on this interesting subject; upon which we may agree to articles of 
arrangement that shall result so beneficially as to place us in grateful remembrance with those who shall 
successively participate in them, and prove us both more worthy of the nations we represent. 

I shall ever be, with the highest consideration, 
Your excellency’s very obedient and most humble servant, 
(Signed) JUAN RAMIREZ. 

The Commanpver-tn-Cuer of the U. S. Naval Forces in the Pacific. 


Arrquipa, February 25, 1822. 
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Navy Department, August 18, 1825, 
I certify that the preceding is a copy of a paper purporting to be a translation of a document marked 
C, which accompanied a communication from Commodore Charles Stewart to the Secretary of the Navy, 
dated May 3d, 1822, the original of which is on file in this Department. 


JOHN BOYLE. 


U.S. Sup Franky, Valparaiso, April 20, 1822. 


To his excellency Juan Ramirez, commander-in-chief of H. C. Majesty's forces in Upper Peru: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s letter directed to me under date of 
the 25th of February last, inviting me to arrange and agree upon articles for the future commercial inter- 
course between his Most Catholic Majesty’s provinces in Peru and the United States of America. 

The invariable policy of the Government of the United States in leaving to foreign powers the free 
enjoyment of commerce with its ports, precludes the possibility of granting to the authorities of Peru 
an equivalent for any relaxation they may deem proper to grant from the rigid colonial policy of his Most 
Catholic Majesty. In this state of things, should his highness, the Viceroy of Peru, deem it proper 
(for the commerce of the provinces and for the facilitating their essential supplies) to rescind those 
existing restrictions, and moderate the excessive duties hitherto imposed on the imports and exports to 
the provinces, towards neutral powers, it will afford me great pleasure to receive from his highness the 
same and transmit it to my government for their information, as one of those neutrals towards whose 
commerce such relaxation has taken place. The strict neutrality adhered to by the Government of the 
United States during the contest carrying on in South America between the contending parties, was, at 
all times, an assurance to both that their commerce was equally open to each, under the sanction of 
neutrality and the laws of nations, whenever either party was disposed to receive the same, and extend 
towards it that protection and reciprocity of convenience and facility which constitute the basis of 
mutual benefit and intercourse. Therefore, should his highness, the Viceroy, be desirous of placing the 
intercourse with the provinces of Peru in that unshackled state which will enable neutral merchants to 
trade therewith without a certain hazard of loss, I can assure your excellency it will afford me great 
pleasure to be the organ of communication to whatever may be mutually beneficial to our respective 
nations. That sufficient time may be allowed to enable your excellency to lay before his highness, the 
Viceroy, this communication for his consideration, I dispatch one of the vessels-of-war under my com- 
mand, and shall shortly touch at Arica, in this ship, to receive any further communications you may 
deem proper to make. 

I pray your Excellency to accept the assurances of my high respect, with which, 
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. - 





S: ror Comandante de las Fuerzas Navales de los Estados Unidos. 


Arequipa, Junio 3 de 1822. 
Muy Sefior mio de tode mi aprecio: Como V. S. se sirvid comunicarme su pronta llegada a esta costa» 
aprovecho este motivo que me proporciona la ocasion de saludarlo, avisarle, que su pliego lo dirigi al 
Exmo. Sefior Virey, cuya contestacion espero, y afrecerle mis respetos, y la fina propension que me 
asiste emplearme en su beneplicito con una voluntad sincera y espresiva. Asi vea V. 8. qué se le ofrece, 
seguro de que, pendiente de mi arbitrio, sera servido por su afmo, Q. B.S, M. 
JUAN RAMIREZ, 


Anticipé 4 V.S. mis respetos en Arica, reservindome instruirle la contestacion del Exmo.  Sefior 
Virey 4 la que le acompaiie de V. 5. mismo subre el arreglo propuesto en beneficio del comercio y utilidad 
de las Naciones 4 que pertenecemos. Sin haberla recibido aun se me anticipa la noticia del arribo del 
Navio Franklin, de su mando & Quilca, puerto mas inmediato de mi cuartel General, y no puedo menos 
de valver 4 repetir 4 V. S. mis consideraciones, y dirigir un oficial que se las ofrezca 4 mi nombre. Si 
V. 8. haciendo un franco uso de mis ofrecimientos me presentare la ocasion agradable de egercitar en su 
obsequio mi persona y facultades, yo la aprovecharia desde luego haciéndome en ello el mas alto honor; 
pero seguramente siento reclamar antes la generosidad de V. 8. y su proteccion en favor de un General 
que despues de haber cumplido sus deberes, cansado de las fatigas 4 que lo han necesitado sus mismos 
servicios, tiene su Pasaporte para restituirse 4 Europa y desea incorporarse eu el seno de su familia. 
Todo depende de que V. 3S. se decida 4 franquearme su proteccion para realizar idea tan justa, que en 
nada compromete su neutralidad respecto de los partidos en América, Préstese pues a ello, por el consejo 
de su corazon generoso, y por la mediacion del amigo Smith, que no dudo interponga su influjo en mi 
favor. 

Dios que 4 V. S. ms. as. Cuartel General en Arequipa, Junio 29 de 1822. 

JUAN RAMIREZ. 





Translation of the above. 


I forwarded my respects from Arica, reserving for some future time to inform you of the reply of his 
excellency, the Viceroy, to the letter which your honor addressed to me, and which I forwarded to him, 
respecting the proposed arrangement in behalf of commerce, and for the benefit of the nations to which 
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we belong. Without having as yet received said answer, I am informed of the arrival, at Quilca, of the 
ship Franklin under your command, a port nearer to my head-quarters, and I can do no Jess than to 
reiterate to your honor my considerations, and to send an officer to offer them in my name. If your 
honor, frankly accepting my offers, should afford me the pleasing opportunity of exercising, in your behalf, 
my person and my influence, I would avail myself of it at once, considering it a great honor; but, really, 
I regret to be under the necessity, beforehand, to appeal to the generosity of your honor, and to solicit 
your protection in behalf of a general who, having performed his duty, and worn with the fatigues which 
the discharge of those very duties has brought upon him, has his passport to return to Europe, where he 
desires to return to the bosom of his family. All depends upon your honor deciding to grant me your 
protection in order to realize so just a wish, which in no wise compromises your neutrality respecting the 
arties in America. Yield, then, to my request—to the dictates of your generous heart, and through the 

mediation of friend Smith, who, I have no doubt, will use his influence in my behalf. 

God preserve you many years, 

JUAN RAMIREZ. 
Heap-Quarters 1n Arequipa, June 29, 1822. 





U.S. Sup Franguiy, off Quilca, July 12, 1822. 
To his excellency Lieutenant General Ramirez, commander-in-chief, &c., &c., Arequipa: 

The letter your excelleney did me the honor to write me on the 20th ult., by some accident was not 
received until yesterday. 1 was in hopes that by the early opportunity in which I had dispatched Mr. 
Eliphalet Smith with my reply to your excellency’s letter transmitted me by that general, dated the 25th 
of February last, that I should have received by this time any propositions his excellency, the Vice-King, 
might wish to make through me to the Government of the United States, for the regulation of the com- 
merce of our citizens. Under the supposition that his excellency declines anything further on that subject, 
I beg leave to apprise your excellency that my stay at this place will be made as short as possible, and 
only long enough to place the funds of my fellow-citizens on board this ship, which is collecting in 
Arequipa, and on its way to that place from the mines in the vicinity. Your excellency will render a 
service to the object of my government in this sea, by your influence with his excellency the delegate of 
Arequipa, to expedite by affording all necessary facilities to this object: by dispatching it to the coast, 
within the province of his authority. 

In replying to that part of your excellency’s letter for a passage in this ship, I have to observe that 
it will be entirely out of my power to meet your wishes. Our station in this sea will continue for two 
years, in intercourse with various ports, all of which are in a belligerent state. Your excellency will 
perceive the impropriety of affording you, as a neutral, the accommodation which you desire. 

I pray your excellency to accept the assurance, &c., &c., 


(Signed) C. STEWART. 





U.S. Sure Frankuin, Harbor of Callao, August 9, 1822. 


To his excellency the Marquis of Truxillo, supreme delegate of the government of Lima, &c., &c., &e.: 

I have the honor to represent to your excellency, that, since my arrival in this port, complaints have 
been made to me by several of my fellow-citizens, of the injustice and injuries they have sustained in 
their persons and property, by the authorities and government of Lima, from the illegal seizure of their 
vessels and cargoes, or their proceeds, and the imprisoning of some of their persons without just cause 
or pretext other than as coercive measures, to compel a relinquishment of their property. 

Confiding in the justice of the government of Lima, and sensible that the Government of the United 
States has given no grounds for acts so hostile to their national rights, and so injurious to their interests, 
I feel persuaded it will be only necessary to present the cases to the government of Lima, to insure the 
restitution of the property so unjustly detained from my fellow-citizeus, with suitable compensation for 
the damages they have sustained in consequence, and such orders to the officers and agents of the govern- 
ment of Lima as will effectually prevent, in future, the imprisonment and duress of their persons, so 
highly inconsistent with the respect-due from a government professing friendship for the Government of 
the United States, and who are so justly entitled to it from the respect and sympathy they have always 
shown towards the cause and patriots of South America. 

By the memorial and protest of Stephen B. Howe, a citizen of the United States, and late supercargo 
of the brig Macedonian, of Boston, and John B. Jones, chief officer of that brig, it appears that on the 
28th of February last, that vessel was forcibly taken possession of by officers and: soldiers acting under 
the authority of the government of Lima; that four of the seamen belonging to the Macedonian brig were 
conducted to prison; that the officers of said brig were turned on shore by the guard on the 13th of April, 
after which the cargo of cocoa was landed, which, together with the remaining cargo on shore, brought 
from China, in the brig, as also the proceeds of such part as had been disposed of, was condemned by 
some secret tribunal or inquisition, and the whole applied to the necessities of the State; and the brig 
Macedonian fitted out as a national cruiser, and has since sailed under the authority and flag of the govern- 
ment of Lima. Under this state of things, it becomes my duty to claim from the justice of the govern- 
ment of Lima restitution of the brig Macedonian, and the cargo she brought from China to Callao, in 
proceeds or otherwise, as also the cargo of cocoa on board at her seizure, or full value for the whole 
thereof, with suitable damages for its unjust detention. 

I have the honor to remain, with great consideration and respect, 
Your excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant, 


C. STEWART. 
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Cattao Harsor, August 20, 1822. 


To his excellency Francisco Valdiviedo, minister of state of Peru: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s letter of the 13th instant. 

The Government of the United States would, were it necessary, most sensibly appreciate the motives 
and condescension of the government of Lima in extending tow ards the only representative the United 
States have at this place the special favor of replying to his appeals to your sense of justice in behalf 
of his fellow-citizens, notwithstanding the decree of his excellency the Protector of Peru. If I compre- 
hend the spirit and intention of that decree, I should have no difficulty in considering it in conformity 
with the laws of nations, and as binding only on those neutrals and strangers re siding: i in the country, 
and enjoying the proteetion of its laws, but by no means binding on those transient strangers 
not subject to the laws, further than is necessary for the internal peace and quiet thereof. 

Although this case refers to personal interest, yet there are circumstances attending the transaction, 
involving essential principles of international law, as well as important individual and national inter ‘ests: 
and the Government of the United States feel too sensibly the claims their citizens have on their protec- 
tion, not to be aware how far their dignity is concerned in affording it. 

Your excellency states that this case has been discussed and adjudged i in the hearing of the parties 
concerned; but you will perceive by the accompanying copy of the protest of one of the parties, that 
this was not the case, and that his prayer for a suspension of the trial, until the arrival of the principal 
evidence, and the original documents essential to a defence, was disregarded, 

Your excellency also states, that the brig Macedonian was sequestered as the property of Don Jose 
Arismendi, whose share in the vessel and ¢ ‘argo was of more value than the whole property seized. I 
am ata loss to discover how your excellency re onde 4s a share greater than the amount seized, unless you 
consider the part of the cargo landed at Arica as constituting a part of his share; and that you seized 
the shares of others in this vesse! and ¢ cargo, because that which be longed to Ay ismendi was not within 
your reach. This would be setting up a principle sv contrary to every rule of justice, that I trust there 
is no government existing capable of adopting it. If Arismendi owned any part of the brig and her 
cargo, it is susceptible of proof, and it remains for the government of Lima to furnish those proofs for 
the information of the Government of the United States. 

Your excellency states that the permission for the expedition of this vessel from Canton to Callao 
was negotiated with the enemy by Arismendi and Captain Smith: they having paid to that enemy, for 
the purposes of the war, certain sums of mone yin advance of duties, and in violation of the neutrality said 
Smith ought to have religiously observed. By the documents herewith transmitte -d, no such fact appears, 
but the reverse. They show that Arismendi made the contract with the government then existing, and 
that, if any money was advanced, he alone paid it; that Smith’s contract was with Arismendi, for the 
benefit of which, Arismendi was to receive a portion of the profits of the voyage, and no money was paid 
by Smith to Arismendi or the government; consequently, Smith committed no breach of neutrality, as 
your excellency has alleged. The recent contracts entered into by the government of Lima with certain 
merchants, for the purpose of trading in British vessels with the ports of your enemies at the Interme- 
dios, would not constitute a justifiable cause for seizing and confiscating those vessels and cargoes by 
your enemy, under the pretext that those contracts had violated their neutrality, although the considera- 
tion money should be applied, as it may be, to the support of the war. 

Your excellency states that, it being necessary to detain some individuals who were on board, to 
prosecute a judicial investigation, the four seamen were of course detained for that purpose, and that 
this act cannot be considered as oppressive. Where habits of incarcerating foreigners prevail, 1 make 
no doubt, the consideration and feelings of those practicing such habits become seared to their oppres- 
sion. To the citizens of the United States, who have not forfeited their liberty under the laws, imprison- 
ment is particularly oppressive, and extremely obnoxious to their government, and so far as they were 
essential to the prosecution then contemplated, the very act of incarceration destroys the validity of their 
evidence, and renders all they do and say a nullity in the eyes of justice; for, those who have suffered 
personal injury and insult, and stand in personal fear, are not the tools by which justice works her ends, 

By the accompanying documents it will appear that the following facts are established as regards 
the brig Macedonian and her cargo: 

First. That the brig Macedonian belongs to John S. 
more, citizens of the United States. 

Second. That the cargo belonged in part to Pacqua, a Hong merchant in Canton, and several citizens 
of the United States, by whom the cargo was shipped in Canton. 

Third. That the case is not a seizure under the common law, or a litigation between the citizens of 
one State and the citizens of another State, but a seizure by the government of Lima for an alleged 
breach of neutrality. 

Fourth. That no contract was made by E. Smith with the former government of Lima, and that E. 
Smith has never paid on account of such contract to the former government of Lima one dollar, in 
advance of duties or otherwise, for the purposes of carrying on the war. 

‘Yfth. That E. Sinith made a contract with Arismendi for their mutual benefit, but wholly prospec- 
tive on their part, as said Smith was not obliged, and did not pay to Arismendi one dollar on account 
of the said contract. 

Sixth. That Arismendi failing to perform his part of the contract, it became null and void, and 
released E. Smith fully and effectually from all obligations on his part, in consequence of which E. 
Smith went to Arica, and not to Callao, as the contract “obliged him to do; from whence he sent the brig 
to Callao, with such parts of the cargo as were not suited to any other market. 

Seventh. That his property was condemned contrary to the rules of justice, which require that the 
claimants should be heard in its defence, and that time should be allowed to produce all the evidence 
essential to such defence. 

Eighth. That part of the crew were, without justifiable cause, taken forcibly to prison, and there 
confined, not for the ends of justice, but for such purposes as are generally the object in such cases of 
incarceration. 

The foregoing facts being sufficiently established by the evidence transmitted, 
towards a friendly and neutral power would seem to re quire the restitution of the property thus unjustly 
taken, as due to the citizens of a country whose government has shown, at all times, the most friendly 


; who are 


Ellery, of Boston, and Philip Mercier, of Balti- 


common justice 
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respect for the rights of the patriots of South America, and who only desire a reciprocity of respect 
towards their own flag. 
I pray your exccllency to accept the assurances of the high 
Consideration and respect with which I remain, &c., &c., &c., 


CHARLES STEWART. 





(Signed) 
Note of documents transmitted. 


No. 1. Attested copy of protest. 

No, 2. Attested copy of Arismendi’s contract with the former government of Lima. 
No. 8. Attested copy of Smith’s contract with Arismendi. 

Yu. 4. Attested copy of Smith’s declaration. 





U. S. Sup Franxuiy, off Callao, September 26, 1822. 


To his excellency Francisco Valdeviedo, minister of state of Peru: 

I have delayed replying to your excellency’s letter of the 10th inst., in consequence of the rapid 
changes which seem to have taken place in the government and authorities of Lima since I had the honor 
of receiving the same. 

Waiving, for the present, the question of legality attaching to the decree of his excellency the Pro- 
tector, on the broad basis your note seems desirous of attaching thereto, as well as the questionable right 
of the government of Lima to seize and condemn the property of citizens of the United States, for the lawful 
transactions of E. Smith with the subjects of a State under the former government of Lima, I have given my 
particular attention to the documents your exceliency has transmitted to me, on which that confiscation 
has been predicated. No. 11 appears to be the copy of a transfer from Mercier to Arismendi for his half 
of the brig Macedonian, written by the said Arismendi, who therein states the original to be in his power. 
Such a paper as this copy would not be received as evidence in any court of justice, more especially 
where the original existed in the power of Arismendi, and the said Arismendi was in the power and 
prison of the government of Lima, and, if that government could force from Arismendi such a copy, they 
could also force from him the original. Your excellency cannot but be aware that such a document, if it 
existed, could give no legal rights to Arismendi over the vessel, as the forms of law require a regular 
bill of sale to constitute the ownership and partnership in property of that description, and Arismendi 
was too strict and correct a merchant to hold property by so flimsy a tenure. 

No, 12 appears to be the copy of instructions given by Arismendi to his agents Helme and Joiberry; 
admitting this to be genuine, it only proves that Arismendi was willing and desirous of holding Smith 
bound to his part of the contract, while he (Arismendi) failed completely in the performance of that part 
which he had undertaken: and, surely, your excellency has not to learn, at this late period, that the failure 
of one of the parties to a contract, in any part he binds himself to do, not only exonerates the other party 
from a compliance therewith, but subjects the party so failing to all the damages and detriments arising 
in consequence. 

No. 13 is the report of the judge of sequestration to your excellency, which states that, in the second 
page of Arismendi’s greatest book, under date of the Ist of July, 1820, the sum of $18,500 is charged 
as his (Arismendi’s) half part of the Macedonian, and supplies for expenses of the vessel—the day book 
confirming the charge as $15,000 for half the vessel, and $3,500 for expenses. From the dates of this 
entry in the great book and the day book differing so widely from the document said to be Mercier’s 
transfer of half of the Macedonian to Arismendi, wherein he acknowledges to have that day been paid 
$15,000 for the same, I should suppose your excellency would find yourself at a loss which to credit, 
the copy of Mercier’s conveyance, or the report of the judge of sequestration: if the transferring paper, 
the entry in the books cannot be just; if the entry is just, the paper given by Mercier must be fictitious. 

Nos. 15 and 16 are the depositions of the master and mate of the brig Macedonian, which confirm all 
set forth in the protests and declarations of B. Howe and E. Smith, which state that the freight of the 
goods was received at San Blas, the amount of which freight constituted the specie and pifia there put on 
board, with which they sailed to Canton. 

Your excellency will pardon me if I cannot perccive in the transactions of E. Smith with Arismendi, 
and the lawful voyages of the brig Macedonian, that violation of his neutral character so strongly 
insisted on by your excellency, and you will excuse my presumption if I cannot give credence to your 
excellency’s assumptions, so illy borne out by facts and proofs, however often reiterated by the minister 
of state of Peru. 

The claimants, having been excluded from a hearing in defence of their property before the first 
tribunal, as also from making their protests and reservations before the proper authoritiy, have little to 
expect from the justice of any other tribunal before which they could bring it. Their appeal must now 
be made to the justice of their own government, who will not deem it unworthy of their most serious 
attention; and I can assure your excellency that if so unjust and nefarious a transaction has not been 
resisted by force of arms, you owe it exclusively to the respect the Government of the United States 
desires to feel for the patriot cause of South America, 

I have the honor to renew to your excellency 
My assurances of the highest consideration and respect, 
(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 





U. S. Snip Franky, Callao Harbor, June 30, 1823. 


To his ercellency General Sucre, civil and military commander-in-chief at Callao: 
I had the honor to receive your excellency’s note of yesterday’s date, apprising me that you have 
“ordained that all the ports situated between Pisco and Chancay, occupied by the Spanish forces, are in 
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a state of blockade, on the same principles and conditions as those of all the coast of Puru from Tquique 
to Pisco.” In reply to these new principles of blockade adopted by the patriot governments in the waters 
of the Pacific ocean, and by the royal authorities on the opposite side of this continent in the north 
Atlantic, I have to observe that the Government of the United States expressly disavow their legitimacy; 
that they have at all times heretofore, and in future will continue to protest against their legality, at 
least so far as they may affect their just rights, and interrupt their lawful commerce with either of the 
parties at war. In thus preserving their neutral attitude under the authority of gubernatorial law, and 
their innocent commerce from being seized or turned from the ports of either of the belligerents under 
such pretexts, decidedly illegal, they do not deny to the belligerents the right of search for contraband 
munitions of war, the only legitimate purpose of such blockades. 

Whenever it shall please the authorities in Peru to declare a port or ports in a state of blockade, and 
permanently station before such port or ports a competent naval force to carry it into effect, then such 
blockade will be respected, or those attempting to enter (after due notice) will be subject to all the 
penalties in such cases. A conformity with these principles on the part of the belligerents will strengthen 
and preserve the harmony subsisting between the republic of North and the republics of South America, 
which it is so much their disposition and interests respectively to maintain. 

I have the honor to tender to your excellency 
The highest consideration and respect, with which I remain, &c., &c., &c., 


(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 





U.S. Sue Franky, Callao Bay, July 14, 1823. 


To his excellency General Sucre, civil and military commander-in-chief at Callao: 

The letter your excellency did me the honor to write me on the 8th inst, in reply to mine of the 30th 
ult., has been duly received. 

It does not, perhaps, belong to me to discuss the principles your excellency contends for, with respect 
to the declared blockade of the western coast of Peru by the patriot government; it may only belong to 
me to notify my respectful protest against its illegal and injurious operation, so far as the commerce of 
the republic of North America is concerned; and, in compliance with my orders, to guard it against thos: 
effects, leaving the principle and points contended for to the discussion of the two governments. But, 
the government of Peru may have been led into an error on that subject, by the infraction of those prin- 
ciples of the laws of nations, during the late war in Europe, between France and England, and then for 
the first time adopted by Great Britain, and, as your excellency states, not opp sed by her commanders 
on this station. If I bring to the notice of your excellency some important facts, out of the strict line of 
duty attaching to my command, I hope and trust your excellency will do me the favor to believe it only 
originates in a strong desire to guard our respective rights, and to preserve a lasting harmony between 
the governments. 

~fter the commencement of hostilities between Great Britain and France, in 1793, so long as it was 
the interest of England, and during the existence of the marine of several European powers, that govern- 
ment observed and applied the principles of the laws of nations to all the blockades instituted. But when 
she had destroyed, in turn, the marine of the other European powers, her policy was then changed; inter- 
national law was rejected; honor and common honesty were abandoned; power gave right, and a war of 
destruction was waged against the unoffending neutrals. Thus, having nothing for her triumphant 
marine to prey upon, the neutral commerce was given up to its cormorant rapacity; and even that which 
escaped its talons, she forced her open enemies to prey on, under pretext of retaliation. 

Against such principles, I need not remind your excellency, the United States resisted, even with 
England, successfully; and as the republic of the north was the first to contend for just principles in the 
late war, she was also found the last in the field defending them. 

The conclusion your excellency has drawn from the tacit conduct of the British naval commanders on 
this station are not applicable to the United States; and perhaps those commanders may not be instructed 
to interfere with any kind of blockade the patriot government may deem proper to impose, especially one 
founded on principles so lately and newly exercised by themselves. England, the most politic nation, has 
always been guided in her conduct towards others by principles of policy and interest, oftentimes just, 
but as often at variance with justice and previous conduct. She may reserve to herself the right of 
discussing and demanding indemnification of the patriot government hereafter, for any violation of her 
rights—to preserve a future cause of quarrel with these governments, to obtain some exclusive commer- 
cial advantage as indemnity hereafter—to apply the same rule to the commerce of this country in her 
future wars. Whatever infraction of her rights she may deem proper to tacitly acquiesce in now, does 
not and cannot constitute a reason that the Government of the United States should also yield theirs. 

Your excellency very justly observes that a blockade declared by the commander of a ship of the 
line, or a schooner, legally commissioned for war, does not import less in the one case or the other; and it 
will be but just to add that the declaration of a blockade, originating in their will, imports nothing. The 
commander of a ship-of-war, or commander-in-chief of a squadron, can institute a blockade in very distant 
seas; the urgency and necessity of the case render it legal. The act of a belligerent, involving certain 
rights of a friend; is an act of sovereignty, it belongs to that authority to declare it, and onlyjto the com- 
mander to carry it into effect. But the belligerent’s right and will to do so, and the declaration of it, 
do not constitute the act, unless combined with an object that is legitimate, and a force competent to 
sustain it. With respect to the legitimacy of the object, that can only exist in depriving your enemy of 
all external means of annoying you, and external sources for continuing the war, and is in a great mea- 
sure dependent on their actual situation; hence, the right of the neutral to introduce all articles of a per- 
fectly innocent nature, and which do not constitute anything towards carrying on the war. 

It would be preposterous to blockade by sea a port against the entrance of provisions, which has an 
extensive and abundant. country adjoining to supply it; im such a case, the belligerent would only be 
injuring a common friend without prejudice to his enemy. This the laws of nations forbid his doing; but 
on the other hand, where a possibility exists of your reducing your enemy to terms by excluding such 
provisions, your right is legitimate to do so, and the injury done the neutral is accidental. 
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With respect to the competency of the force, it will- depend on the localities of the port or ports 
blockaded, and not on the size of the vessels and the weight and number of their guns. With this neutrals 
have nothing to do; it is sufficient for them that the place is susceptible of being blockaded, and the force 
applied is of such description, and so stationed, as to render it extremely hazardous to enter. So also 
with respect to the force of your enemy: if he possesses a thousand ships-of-war more than the blockading 
power, and does not see proper to drive it from his ports, it is effectual against the neutral so long as that 
blockade preserves and does not voluntarily abandon its stations. 

A. blockade originally legitimate and legally instituted, may derive an opposite character from the 
conduct of the belligerent blockading. Thus, the forces stationed to carry it into effect negligently and 
partially executing it, the government contravening its legitimate object, and by partiality or license per- 
initting one or two neutral flags to trade, while all others are excluded, thereby rendering it a subject of 
convenience to themselves or a source of tribute to their coffers. Admitting, in consequence of the locali- 
ties of the western coast of Peru, that it be susceptible of blockade by as small or smaller a force than 
the same extent of coast in any other part of the world, yet the whole naval force of Peru, even if 
actually engaged in that service, is not a competent force for the blockade of a coast eight hundred miles 
in extent, and containing very many ports and harbors. 1, however, believe very little of the naval force 
of Peru has been employed in that service; and, in fact, this extensive blockade has often been left for 
months with no other vessel beyond a schooner. And also there can no doubt exist of exclusive privi- 
leges having been given by the government of Peru to particular persons and flags to trade by license 
with this coast, declared under blockade. 

The principles here contended for, the United States are also contending for with Spain, in the north 
Atlantic, where they operate in favor of the patriot government. It would be absurd for the government 
of Spain to declare under blockade and the operation of the laws of the Indies, the whole coast of Chili, 
Peru and Mexico, and as the most susceptible and convenient mode of sustaining that declaration, to 
cause a naval force superior to that of the patriots to cruise to the westward of Cape Horn, and there 
arrest every vessel coming or going, under pretext of violating the laws of the Indies and blockade of 
the coasts; yet this conduct on their part would not be less effectual or more absurd than the blockade 
of an extensive coast without anything like an adequate naval force to sustain it. 

I pray your excellency to accept the assurances of the high respect 
And consideration with which I have the honor to remain, &c., &c., &c., 
(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 








U. S. Sup Franxiiy, Quilca, January 15, 1824. 


To his excellency Don Geronimo Valdez, commander-in-chief of the southern army of Peru: 

On anchoring at this place to-day, the letter your excellency did me the honor to write me, under 
date of the 7th instant, was put into my hands, relating to certain transactions that had taken place 
since my arrival on this coast, as detailed in the reports of the commanders at this port and that of 
Molliendo. 

Your excellency very justly persuades yourself “that some powerful motive, of which you are 
ignorant,” has given rise to my attempts to intercept the brig Quintanilla, but very improperly attribute 
that transaction as growing out ‘‘ of a state of war between our respective countries,” or to imagine that 
any transaction of mine (were I capable of doing an intentional wrong) could seriously disturb the 
harmony between Spain and the United States of America, for my government never hesitates to do 
ample justice to complainants, even for inadvertent wrongs, as well as intentional ones, committed by 
officers acting under their authority. The transactions of the commander of the brig Quintanilla are so 
notoriously piratical, that I deem it would be the duty of all officers acting under the authority of just 
and legal governments, to seize and bring to condign punishment a person who so flagrantly outrages 
all law, justice and humanity, and I cannot persuade myself that either yourself or his excellency, the 
Viceroy, are prepared to avow the nefarious acts of this freebooter, or to entrust the honor of the Spanish 
flag to such hands. 

Your excellency may not yet be aware of the transactions of this man, because no representations 
may have reached you, and my anxiety to arrest his career has hitherto prevented my offering to your 
excellency and the Vice-King the representation I now make, and to ask your co-operation to put an end 
to this lawless depredator on the persons and property of my fellow citizens in the Pacific, whatever 
minor authority (if he has any,) he may plead as his right. The commander of the privateer armed brig 
Quintanilla was formerly acting under, aiding, abetting and co-operating with Benavides, and in 
conjunction with him piratically seized, robbed and destroyed the American brig Ocean, and ship Hero, 
putting to death the captain, mate and one boy of the latter vessel. This man piratically seized the brig 
Cinco Hermanas, (being one of the crew,) at the mouth of the river Guayaquil, she being a merchant 
vessel on a trading voyage from this place to San Blas, which vessel is now the Quintanilla. This 
piratical act should have induced a gallant and just officer, officiating for a magnanimous nation, to have 
arrested and detained him, even should it not have comported with policy to have restored the property 
he so unlawfully possessed himself of, to an enemy; but cases have occurred in the history of Spain 
where magnanimously they have restored not only the property taken, but the offenders to an enemy, 
disdaining any advantages resuiting from such lawless baseness, originating in acts of piracy. The 
recent piratical acts committed by this man, consist in his having fired a breadside into the American 
brig Frederick, coming from Pisco to this place, taking possession of her and sending her to Chiloe. 
Also in taking possession of, and robbing to a considerable amount, the American brig Winifred in the 
port of Quilea. Whatever commission he may have received from the Governor of Chiloe, authorizing 
him to capture the enemies of Spain, he could have no legal authority from such source to interfere with 
the commerce and citizens of the United States, trading to your own port, and under your own authority. 
The American brig Amanda was taken possession of in this port, her ballast tore up, and every part of 
the vessel ransacked and searched for money; and the crews of the several vessels were put in irons or 
confinement, and by coercion and bad treament induced to join this highway robber. 

Enclosed I transmit to your excellency copies of the 15th and 18th articles of the treaty of amity, 
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limits and navigation, between the King of Spain and the United States of America. The 15th article 
provides that free ship neutralizes all goods on board, although it should be property of the enemy of the 
other party; the 18th article provides for the respect due to their flags, and the caution, as well as 
motives, for boarding the vessels of either party in time of existing war. By these articles of the 
existing treaty between Spain and the United States, there is no authority in this country to grant com- 
missions fur seizing vessels of the United States; a treaty being the supreme law of the land, no power 
exists that can cancel its obligations, other than that of the King of Spain, who made it; and conse- 
quently any acts committed against the citizens of the United States and their property, contrary to 
those stipulations, by any authority other than that of the King of Spain, is unlawful and piratical. 

These are the grounds for my late proceedings, which your excellency has been pleased to bring to 
my notice by the letter of the 17th instant. I shall now proceed to state to your excellency the authority 
under which these proceedings are justified. In the first place, the Government of the United States has 
kept a naval force, at a great expense, in this sea, to protect the commerce of the United States and their 
citizens against lawless depredations by either of the parties engaged in the civil war existing in South 
America. As I have already shown your excellency that, by the subsisting treaty between the King of 
Spain and the United States, the commander of the brig Quintanilla has no legal right to capture, detain, 
or search vessels of the United States, therefore, all his acts towards the American vessels before stated 
are lawless. In the second place, your excellency admits she has no other authority under which she 
cruised than that of the commission of the Governor of Chiloe, and under which authority this commander 
has conducted himself as he has done in the above cases. This, I have shown your excellency, is no 
authority whatever, unless the said governor possesses all the attributes of sovereignty adherent in the 
King of Spain, and can annul treaty stipulations. However indifferent we may be with respect to scru- 
tinizing the authority with which the vessels cruising under the Spanish flag may be commissioned, so 
long as they confine their depredations to their enemy, yet we cannot be regardless of that authority when 
their hostilities are extended towards the interests we are sent here to protect: then, if we test that given 
by the Governor of Chiloe, by the laws of nations, it will be found defective. ; 

The act of commissioning for war is an act of sovereignty, and Vaélel’s authority, in page 467, under 
book 3d, of war, section 229, is as follows: “ Persons fitting out ships to cruise on the enemy, in recom- 
pense of their expenses and the risk they run, acquire the property of the capture; but they acquire it 
by grants from the sovereign, who issues out commissions to them,” &c. In the third place, authority 
is given by a law of the Congress of the United States, under the second section, “ to the commanders 
of the ships-of-war of the United States to subdue, seize, take, and send into any port of the United States 
any armed vessel or boat, the crew whereof shall be armed, and which shall have attempted or committed 
any piratical aggression, search, restraint, depredation, or seizure upon any vessel of the United States, 
or of the citizens thereof.’’ 

From the foregoing facts and circumstances, your excellency will perceive that no late movement of 
mine, or the forces under my command, are predicated upon views of hostility towards Spain or her rights; 
but on the contrary, that I owe it to the laws of my ceuntry and that of nations to examine all vessels 
armed for war in this sea, and thereby ascertain their character and authority, which is essential to my 
discriminating between those that are legally authorized to cruise and pirates. 

The detaining of the boat belonging to the Quintanilla, as well as the other small boats belonging to 
the vessels in the Caleta, (which is now returned,) was a defensive act, in favor of the vessels and_pro- 
perty in that port, and with no view to incommode the commandant or authorities at the place; particularly 
as a large number of the equipage of the pirate brig were in possession of her, and might, with such 
means, have committed a further outrage on the American brig Winifred, lying there. 

It now remains for me to declare to your excellency that I entertain the highest confidence in the 
honor, justice, and integrity of the royal authorities of Peru, and that no reclamation on behalf of my 
fellow citizens, can be made by me, in justice, that will not be readily complied with. I owe to that 
candor which characterizes the government and nation I represent in this sea, as well as to that high and 
honorable character of your excellency, and the dignified station you fill and have sustained with so much 
virtue, honor, fidelity, and valor, thus to detail to your excellency the motives and obligations which dic- 
tated the late movements under my commnnd; and I feel fully persuaded your excellency holds in too 
high estimation the honor of the Spanish nation, and the dignity of its crown, to countenance an alliance 
with pirates, so dishonorable to the gallant struggle you are making for the colonial rights of Spain. 

Enclosed I have the honor to transmit to his excellency, the Vice-King, copies of this correspondence, 
&c., which I beg the favor of your excellency to forward to him. 

I embrace this occasion to renew to your excellency the assurance of my highest consideration 
And respect, and have the honor to remain, &c., &c., &e., 
CHAS. STEWART. 


(Signed) 





U.S. Sup Franky, Quilca, January 16, 1824. 


To his excellency Joseph La Serna, Viceroy of Peru: 

Some transactions on the part of the naval forces under my command, originating in piratical depre- 
dations committed on the citizens of the United States and their property trading in the ports of the 
Intermedios, by a brig called the Quintanilla, fitted out of the Island of Chiloe, under the authority and 
jurisdiction of your excellency, have given rise to a correspondence with his excellency, General Valdez, 
commander-in-chief of the southern Spanish army in Peru. I have the honor to enclose to your excellency 
copies of that correspondence, which I hope will exhibit to you fully the grounds and authorities for 
those transactions. 

I have also taken the liberty to transmit to your excellency, herewith, an attested copy of the stipu- 
lations and obligations of amity, commerce, and limits entered into between the King of Spain and the 
Government of the United States of North America, by convention and treaty, under the date it exhibits; 
which treaty stands confirmed and extended by the treaty of 1819, entered into with the King of Spain 
at the city of Washington, for the cession of the two Floridas to the United States, which convention and 
treaty were solemnly and duly ratified in the year 1821, by his present Majesty, the King of Spain, 
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Ferdinand VII, under the authority of the present constitution, and by the advice and consent of the 
constitutional cortes, with the exception of the third and fourth articles, which became null and void, 
under the cession of Louisiana to the United States of North America. 

It becomes my duty to ask, for my information and that of my government, an explicit avowal or 
disavowial of the acts of the corsairs fitted out of the ports of Chiloe, towards the persons and property of 
the citizens of the United States, by the authorities there existing; it also becomes my duty to solicit 
from your excellency’s justice that you will be pleased to order a restitution of the property thus taken 
from the citizens of the United States by this lawless corsair, as well as indemnity to the sufferers for all 
losses and detentions, in conformity with the existing treaty stipulations. 

Enclosed I also have the honor to transmit to your excellency certain just claims, originating in the 
capture of the American ship Arab at Pisco, in July last, under the authority of his excellency, General 
Canterac, commanding the national armies of Peru. With respect to the cargo on board that ship at the 
time of her capture, | have not deemed it necessary to say anything, but shall leave it to the owners 
thereof, to reclaim through the Government of the United States, when it will become a subject of dis- 
cussion between the two governments. 

To receive the answer of your excellency to this dispatch, I shall direct one of the vessels under my 
command to touch at this port about the first of next month, when I flatter myself it will be of such a 
nature as to confirm the high confidence we have in the justice and integrity of his Catholic Majesty’s 
government in Peru, and in the virtues which characterize your excellency, and calculated to promote 
and cement the subsisting harmony between our respective nations. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest considerations of respect, &c., &c., &e., 
(Signed ) CHAS. STEWART. 





U. S. Sup Frayxury, off Quilca, February 3, 1824. 
To his excellency Joseph de La Serna, Viceroy of Peru: 

Enclosed, I have the honor to transmit to your excellency the protest of several citizens of the United 
States, relative to the transactions and conduct of the officers and crew of the piratical brig Quintanilla, 
fitted out of the Island of Chiloe, under the authority of the governor and commander-in-chief of that 
island. All of which is duly submitted to your excellency, that you may be enabled to see how far those 
transactions will comport with the amity existing between the crown of Spain and the United States, as 
settled by the subsisting treaty. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest consideration and respect, 
Your excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant, 


(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 


Note of documents transmitted. 


No. 1. Copy of the declaration of the master and mate of the brig Winifred. 
No. 2. Copy of the protest of the master and supercargo of the schooner Adonis. 
No. 3. Copy (in Spanish) of the protest of the supereargo of the brig Frederick. 





U. S. Sure Frankuin, af sea, February 6, 1824. 
Col. Rafael Pero, secretary to the Vice-King of Peru, Quilca: 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I have to observe, in confirmation of what was stated to 
you in our personal interview on the 4th instant, that I cannot discuss the subject referred to with you 
or any other person acting under the authority of any inferier power to that of his excellency the 
Viceroy of Peru; and having exhibited to you the letters IT had the honor to address their excellencies, 
General Valdez and the Viceroy, which fully explain all the motives for my transactions relative to the 
piratical vessel Quintanilla, and the oflicers and crew, I have no further explanation to give you on that 
subject, and must now refer you to the Government of the United States, through the Spanish minister 
resident at the city of Washington. In my letter to his excellency, the Viceroy, I have demanded an 
explicit avowal or disavowal of the character and conduct of this vessel fitted out at Chiloe, under the 
Spanish authority, and I cannot receive the avowal or disavowal of any authority subordinate to him. 

Your observations respecting the consideration and deference which until this date have been 
granted to me with too much generosity and liberality by the Spanish government of Peru, are inappli- 
‘able to me, as I am not conscious of having received more than was due from the officers of one friendly 
nation to another, or more attentions and courtesy than have been shown to the officers and citizens of 
other nations similarly situated with myself, all of which have been reciprocated on every occasion that 
the officers and citizens of Peru have presented themselves on board tlie ship under my command. 

Your insolent observation relative to my transactions with the patriot government would be treated 
on this occasion with the contempt it merits, were it not accompanied with an assertion that is false, 
and of which abundance of provis exist to attest its falsity. 

Here our correspondence on this subject must terminate, and this letter, with one remark I have to 
make on a passage in the letter of his excellency, General Valdez, which letter states you to be “autho- 
rized by his excellency, the Viceroy, to treat with me on some other subjects.” On this I have to observe 
that I am not authorized by my government to enter into any political or commercial stipulations what- 
ever with either of the parties at war, and that, if you do possess any powers, as stated in the letter of 
his excellency, General Valdez, your commissiou on that subject has terminated also. 

I remain, &c., &c., 
(Signed) CHAS. STEWART. 
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U. S. Sure Frankuiy, off Quilca, June 26, 1822. 


To his excellency Don Jose de Pinera, sub-delegate, &c.: 

Sm: Mr. Eliphalet Smith has apprised me that a number of mules laden with specie and bullion ig 
on its way to the coast from Arequipa, for embarkation on board this ship. As he wishes it immediately 
embarked on its reac hing its point of destination on the coast, and has requested the boats to be sent 
from the ship for that purpose, and it may probably arrive in the night, may I ask the favor of your 
excellency to give such directions to the guards as will prevent their mistaking the boats for those of the 
patriots? 
I have the honor to remain, your excellency’s most obedient, humble servant, 


(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. 
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U.S. Sue Frayxury, Valparaiso, January 5, 1823. 
Sir: Enclosed I have the honor to transmit to you copies of the correspondence which took place 
with the minister of state at Lima, and the tr: anslations of all the documents he transmitted to me relat- 
ing to the American ship Canton, with the declaration of Mr. H. G. Ward, transmitted to him in my letter 
of 11th September, 1822. I shall also transmit to you copies of the whole correspondence with Captain 
Wm, Prunier, commanding the Peruvian brig Belgrano, a part of which only is forwarded under this 
enclosure, being all the minister of state sent me, as also with my expk mations thereon, which will 
enable you fully to understand this subject. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. 


Ifon. Ssutu Tompson, Secretary of the Navy, Washingion. 





I, Horatio G. Ward, a citizen of the United States of North America and of the State of New York, 
being of mature age, and supereargo, in conjunction with Jno, O'Sullivan, of the ship Canton, of New 
York, and belonging to Messrs. Le Roy, Bayard & Co., of that city, do solemnly declare, on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God, to the truth of the following statement, as hereinafter sworn to and sub- 
scribed with my name, to wit: 

I sailed in the ship Canton from New York on the twenty-third day of October, 1821, bound to the 
Pacific ocean on a trading voyage, with an assorted cargo of various merchandise, including several 
cases of arms, as set forth in the invoice of the cargo and the clearance from the custom house in New 
York; that we arrived on the sixth day of February, 1822, at Valparaiso, the same day on which the 
United States ship Franklin arrived at that port. The deponent further states, that the whole of the 
cargo on board the ship Canton was regularly entered, arms and all, without deception or concealment of 
any part thereof, at Valparaiso; that, with sundry other parts of the cargo, the whole of the arms shipped 
on board as cargo was landed at Valparaiso and placed in the custom house stores, and no other arms 
were retained on board, except such as were registered by the authorities of the United States for the 
sole use of the vessel and her defence. The deponent further states that the arms landed as before stated 
were not again ship yped on re 6 ship Canton, and that no arms or other military stores were ever 
landed from that shi Lip at Arica, Quilea, or any other place except Valparaiso, as before stated, up to the 
time of the deponent’s leaving the my ship Canton, on the thirty-first day of July, 1822, off the port of 


Callao. 
(Signed) HORATIO G. WARD. 


[Translation.] 


Stamp of the 3d class—two shillings: for the year 1820 and 1821; Peru independent; for the years 1822 
and 1823, 2d and 3d of its liberty. 

I, José Maria de la Rosa, notary publie, &c., &e., do hereby certify that Mr. Horace G, Ward, super- 

cargo of the ship Cannon (Canton) signed, in my presence, i annexed paper, which is signed by me, 

and he also swore before God our Lord, and by the Bible, to the truth of all his statement, and at his 

request I give this present, on the sixteenth day of the month of September, of the year one thousand 

eight hundred and twenty two, and second of the independence. 


(Signed ) JOSE MARIA DE LA ROSA. 


I, John O'Sullivan, a citizen of the United States of North America and of the State of New York, 
being of mature age, and commander and supercargo of the ship Canton, of New York, belonging to 
Messrs. Le Roy, Bayard & Co., of that city, do solemnly declare on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God, to truth of the following statement, as hereafter sworn to, and subscribed with my name, to wit: 
I sailed in the ship Canton, from New York, on the twenty-third day of October, 1821, bound to the 
Pacific ocean, on a trading voyage, with an assorted cargo of merchandise, including several cases of 
arms, as set forth in the invoice of the cargo and the clearance from the custom house in New York; 
that we arrived, on the sixth day of February, 1822, at Valparaiso, the same day on which the United 
States ship Franklin arrived at that port. The deponent further states, that the whole of the cargo on 
board the ship Canton was regularly entered, arms and all, without deception or concealment of any 
part thereof, at Valparaiso; that, with sundry other parts of the cargo, the whole of the arms, shipped 
on board as cargo, were landed at Valparaiso, and placed in the custom house stores, and no other arms 
were retained on board, except such as were registered by the authorities of the United States for the 
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sole use of the vessel and her defence. The deponent further states that the arms, landed as before 
stated, were not again shipped on board the ship Canton, and that no arms or military stores were ever 
landed from that ship at Arica, Quilca, or any other place, except Valparaiso, as before stated, 


(Signed ) JOHN O’SULLIVAN. 


Personally appeared before me the within-named John O’Sullivan, and made oath that the statement 
subscribed by him is just and true, 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this first day of December, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. 
(Signed) 


W. M. HUNTER, First Lieutenant U. S. Ship Franklin. ° [seat.] 





I, William January, a citizen of the United States of North America, and of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, being of mature age, and first officer of the ship Canton, of New York, belonging to Messrs. Le 
Roy, Bayard & Co., of that city, do solemnly declare on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, to the 
truth of the following statement, as hereafter sworn to, and subscribed with my name, to wit: I sailed 
in the ship Canton, from Valparaiso, on the 22d of May, 1822, with a cargo of various merchandise, and 
arrived on the fifth of June, at Arica; that, after landing a part of the cargo at Arica, we sailed on the 
twenty-third of June, and arrived on the twenty-fifth, at Quilea, where the remainder of the cargo was 
discharged, the whole under my superintendence; and that no arms or military stores of any kind were 
landed from said ship, at either of the above ports, or any other port, to the present date. 


(Signed) WM. JANUARY. 


Personally appeared before me the within-named William January, and made oath that the state- 
ment subscribed by him is just and true. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this first day of December, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. 
(Signed ) 
W. M. HUNTER, First Lieutenant U. S. Ship Franklin. [srat.] 





A. 
[Translation. ] 


Beterano, Quilca, July 9, 1822. 


Sir: Immediately after my arrival at this port, with the object of fulfilling the instructions of the 
free government of Peru, upon which I have the honor to depend, I observed the ship Canton using the 
pendant of a ship-of-war of the United States, anchored at the side of the ship of the line, under your com- 
mand; and being by other means informed that said ship is only a merchantman, and is transacting 
commercial business on this coast, you will permit to know by the means of yourself if she is, or not, a 
ship-of-war, 

May God preserve you many years. 


(Signed) WILLIAM PRUNIER. 
To Commodore Caries Stewart, Ship of the Line Franklin. 





U.S. Suir Frankury, July 9, 1822. 
William Prunier, Esq., commanding the brig Belgrano, o uilea: 
’ + « 2 "eS 
Sir: In reply to your note of this date, I have to inform you that the ship Canton is a private vessel, 
belonging to citizens of the United States; with respect to her wearing a pendant, there is no law or 
practice of our country that prohibits the use thereof to private armed vessels belonging to North 





America, ° 
I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. 
C. 
[Translation.] 


Bererano, Quilca, July 10, 1822. 


Sm: From the nature of the instructions which I have received from my government, I have found 
sufficient motives to detain the ship Canton, and to send her to the disposal of the government, and [ 
lave determined to do it to-morrow; but you being the representative in this port of the nation to which 
she belongs, I communicate it to you for your information. May God preserve you many years. 


(Signed) WILLIAM PRUNIER, 
To Com. Cuartes Stewart, Ship of the Line Franklin. 
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[Translation.] 
Quitca, July 10, 1822. 
Resvecran.e Sin: Yesterday, on returning from the corvette Canton, Thad the honor of putting into 
your hands an official letter relative to the conduct which my instructions prescribe me to observe with 
the aforesaid corvette, and, as your excellency assured me verbally it would be replied to immediately, 
if deserving of attention; and as twenty-four hours have transpired without this being the case, which I 
judge is involuntary on your part, at the same time, I find myself urged to pursue the objects which my 
government have entrusted to me, on other parts of this coast. 
I should be happy to have immediately your determination, in order if it were possible to conciliate 
them with the performance of my duties. 
(Signed) WILLIAM PRUNIER. 


To Commodore Cartes Srewart, Ship of the Line Franklin. 


U.S. Simp Frayxury, off Quilea, July 11, 1822. 
Wm. Prunier, Esq., commanding the brig Belgrano, off Quileca: 

Sir: In reply to your note of yesterday’s date, wherein you say, you intend to take possession of the 
American ship Canton, now in this port, in conformity with instructions from your government, I have to 
inform you that Iam sent into this sea with the naval forces of the United States under my command, to 
protect the citizens (and their property) of the United States in all their lawful pursuits, 

As the ship Canton has done no act contrary to the laws of uations, you can have no legal pretext 
for interfering with her. She is entitled to protection, and will be defended as property of citizens of the 
United States. 

I remain, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 


(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. 


[Translation.] 


sELGRANO, July 11, 1822. 

RESPECTABLE Sir: The official letter, which your execellency had the goodness to write me today, (in 
reply to the letter { left in your hands yesterday) has reached me, relative to the ship Canton, of the 
United States, (which you now represent) to Callao, to the disposal of my government. Permit me, sir, 
to justify my conduct in this case, The free government of Peru has formally declared the coast of 
Peru under a rigorous blockade, from the 15th to the 22d degree of south latitude. In order that all 
nations might be acquainted with this measure, whose commerce might thereby be interrupted, at the 
end of May, the last time expired for foreign or national ships to carry on their commerce on these coasts, 
without being exposed to the penalties of the infraction of a law; a few weeks after the expiration of 
the term, the ship Canton, as I have been informed, was in Arica, Molliendo, and Quilca, carrying on her 
commercial proceedings, under the protection of the ship you command; and though this was done with 
impunity in the two first blockaded ports, in this she has been found by a commissioned commander, 
who notified her, through your excellency, that she should proceed to Callao, to be disposed of by his 
government, to Whom it appertains to declare, admitting the legal defence of the captain of the Canton, 
if he be innocent, or if he has been guilty of an infraction of the law of blockade. Such has been my 
conduct respecting him, and I repeat it to you, that I ordered the captain of the ship Canton to pro- 
ceed to Callao, with his ship, there to justify his conduct before the government, who certainly observe 
the general laws of civilized nations, or not to comply, protected by the superior force which you com- 
mand in this port. 

] protest to your excellency, and through your excellency to the government which you represent, 
for all damages, disadvantages and interests, which my government may be entitled to reclaim, calcu- 
lating the value of said ship, her merchandise, or their proceeds, to be at the time one hundred thousand 
dollars, all of which, and the last reply I] expect from you, I shall impart to my government. Respecting 
the protection of citizens and their property, legally employed in these seas, which your government has 
entrusted to you, I believe that it is all consistent with what is done by the authorities of illustrious 
governments, in which number your excellency appears singularly established. 

May God preserve you many years. 

(Signed ) WILLIAM PRUNIER. 

To Commodore Cartes Stewart, Commander of the Naval 

Forces of the United States, in the Pacific Ocean, Ship Franklin. 





US. Sure Fraykusy, off Quilca, July 12, 1822. 
William Prunier, Esq., commanding the brig Belgrano, off Quilca: 

Sir: [ have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, wherein, for the first 
time, you exhibit a reason why the American ship Canton should be detained by you; the pretext for 
which you state to be a general blockade of the coast from the fifteenth to the twenty-second degree of 
south latitude. Waiving with you the question of illegality attaching to so general a blockade of a 
coast, extending seven degrees from north to south, and as much more from east to west, and which, in 
principle, is not recognized by any international law, I will confine myself to the ports of Arica and 
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Quilca, the only places the Canton has been in, which you state to be specially blockaded. It is particu- 
larly unfortunate for the grounds you have taken in this case, that your government has omitted to 
comply with the first essential and most important requisite which constitutes a legitimate bivckade of 
either of those ports, and that is the stationing a competent force to prevent the entrance of neutrals, 
and to warn them away in the first instance. On the entrance of the ship Canton at Arica and this port 
no such force appeared, and although [ have been now six wecks on this coast, which you assert to be block- 
aded, your vessel and the schooner in company are the only vessels we have seen in all that time, car- 
rying’ the flag you wear, 

Thus, sir, you will perceive that the ship Canton has violated no law which the flag of our nation is 
bound to respect, or gives you a right to lay your injunction on her commander, or your government 
judicial. authority over her, Hight days after our arrival at Arica, a schooner of oie gun presented 
herself as belonging to the patriots of Peru, but as she did not bear the same colors which you wear, 
and her conduct was irregular and equivocal, | now am led to believe she was piratical. 

I remain, sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed ) CHAS. STEWART. 





[ Translation. ] 
Bererano, Quilca, July 14, 1822. 

{ESPECTABLE Sir; After 12 0’clock yesterday, as I was preparing to dispatch the French ship Telegraph 
to Callao, I had the honor of being favored by the note from your excellency in reply to mine of the pre- 
ceding day. At the commencement of your note, you observe that my motives for detaining the Canton 
are for the first time explained to you in my note, &., &c. My only reply to the observation is, that 
1 cannot persuade myself that these motives could have been concealed from the acute penetration of 
your excellency, and from the captain of the Canton, as you have bee fur several months on this coast 
aud that of Chili, where they are quite notorious; and besides, I had the satisfaction of informing you of 
these motives in detail on board the ship under your command, the day of my arrival, and I am persuaded 
that the captain of the schooner also did the same. You then proceed, supported by your wise diplo- 
matic Conceptions, to Comment upon the line marked out by the blockade. ‘This is a point, although not 
foreign to the subject in question, on which Iam not permitted to observe. You then proceed to con- 
sider my intentious as unfortunate, since the government has omitted, &c., &c., and you conclude this 
chapter by observing that, although the blockade were valid, that the stationed force, in lieu of detain- 
ing, ought merely to warn neutral vessels from the port. Respecting the unfortunate part of my inten- 
tions in this case, I shall not take upon myself the liberty of deciding. In satisfying the enlightened 
confidence of my government, my Conscience remains tranquil. The decision of my government alone 
shall actuate my conduct. I can assure your excellency, at the same time, with regard to the last head 
of this chapter, that according to the most recent orders of my government, the time for informing and 
warning neutrals and friends to retire, only from the ports comprehended in the blockade, has expired. 
This attentive measure has taken place already, and still is put in practice with ships which have not 
entered into the aforesaid ports. ‘Towards the conclusion of the very respectable note from your excel- 
lency, you inform me that, in the six weeks you have been off this coast, no armed ship has appeared to 
enforce the law, which, in the name of my government, I have exhibited to your excellency, excepting the 
brig and schooner which 1 have the honor of commanding, now anchored in this port, &c. Waiving « 
discussion in reply to this penultimate of your excellency, 1 shall limit myself to the present case, . 
which, conformably to the reasons already exhibited, gives me sufficient grounds to reclaim, through 
your excellency, what was stated on the 10th, and repeated on the 11th, regretting that it is not in my 
power to offer any other terms, on the present day, than the requisitions proposed in my communication 
of the 11th. You terminate your note by informing me that eight days after your arrival at Arica, an 
armed schooner presented herself as belonging to the patriots of Peru, yet without the flag which 
distinguishes our ships of war, and as the conduct of this armed schooner was irregular and equivocal, 
your excellency is persuaded that she was piratical; on which subject it only recurs to me to observe, 
that probably the armed schooner fulfilled the instructions of the goverument to which she was responsible. 

Your most faithful and obedient servant, 
(Signed) . WILLIAM PRUNIER. 
To Cuar.es Stewart, commanding the Naval Forces of the 
U.S. in the Pacific Ocean, Ship Franklin, Quilca. 





[Translation.] 
Beterano, July 13, 1822. 

I have the honor of informing your excellency that the first days of my passage were attended by 
bad weather, in which (although inconsiderably) the sails and rigging of the Belgrano suffered. The 
21st June, finding myself in the latitude of 25 degs. south, I stood off from shore, and the 22d, at 4 A. 
M., it carried away the foretop-mast, and the maintop-gallant-mast. The want of proper means to replace 
the first, made me supply its place with a maintop sail-yard, on which I set a top-gallant sail. The 23d 
I stood in shore above the Quebrader of Camarones, and with little sail aud wind, I directed myself 
above Arica, whose port 1 recognized, and learnt that there were no vessels in the windward ports. I 
took the direction of Ylo, informing myself by the Huaneros, and had partial information that the ship of 
line Franklin, and two or three vessels more, had set out from Arica for Molliendo; that, having disem- 
barked muskets (not exceeding 2,000) in the former port, they had gone to transact business in Molliendo 
and Quilca. Finding myself off the Morro de Sama, I saw at a distance, gave chase and registered, a 
whaler, from whom I purchased a top-mast, which, although not a proper one for this vessel, supplies the 
want without material difference. The 6th of July, the schooner Cruz joined me at Ylo, in whose neigh- 
borhood she had made the land, (some few days before,) and had on board Don Marianna Guzman, the 
bearer of some communications from Col. Lanza, and from his officers of the heights of La Paz, for his 
excellency the Protector, and produced his passports, that it appears were given him by his excellency in 
Lima, on 28th November, 1821. As those letters or communictions related to subjects important to the 
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service, I have thought fit to retain them, that they might be of use to his excellency the Protector, or 
the general who may be entrusted with the expedition which I presume will soon be in these seas, J 
gave orders to the captain of the schooner that he should follow me, with the object of recognizing the 
ports towards Quilea. In half an hour Col, Landa observed that we were keeping off Ylo, where he ought 
to disembark; he accompanied this verbal remonstrance by various representations should he not disem- 
bark: at last I determined and made towards Ylo, after having arranged that the schooner should follow 
on this night, and the following I disembarked, in Pochoca, the colonel, his horses, equipage and accompani- 
ments, and afterwards took the course for this port, where I arrived on the 9th, at 9A. M., and found anchored 
the Cruz, ship of the line Franklin, and the armed merchant ship Canton, of the United States, and the 
French ship Telegraph; of the last, the schooner had taken possession the night before, as it appeared 
she had disembarked effects on the coast according to the statement of her officers, and that her captain 
was in Arequipa. At the moment of anchoring I sent to call the commander of the schooner, who 
informed me of the occurrences with the French ship; and, moreover, that he was informed by the cap- 
tain of the Canton, and by the commodore of the Franklin, that said Canton was a licensed ship, and 
conveyed articles and munitions, having a pendant like a ship-of-war, as by the more private information 
which he had, he was satisfied she was a merchant ship, and had sold her cargo, 

I seut an official letter to the commodore observing to him this singularity, asking him for a formal 
declaration of the nature of the aforesaid Canton, anchored under the protection of his guns. 1 lay 
before your excellency the copies of the communications which, till now, these circumstances have pro- 
duced. By the French ship I forward your excellency the person who returns from Col, Landa with the 
aforesaid communications, by which your excellency can inform yourself of the situation of the people 
in this direction. As my occupations do not permit me to enter into detail respecting the coast, I refer 
your excellency to the relation that, by mutual consent, Don Mariano Vidal (who goes on board) will 
make to his excellency the Protector, or, in his absence, to your excellency, from which source you 
will be informed equally of the conduct of the commodore with regard to the ship Canton, according as 
IT am myself verbally informed by various persons. 

May God preserve your excellency many years. 

(Signed) 
To the illustrious Minister of War and Marine, Don Tuomas Guino. 


WILLIAM PRUNIER. 


VALDIVIESO. 


It is a copy. 
Attested: H. G. Warp. 





New York, August 23, 1825. 

Sir: We have had the honor to receive your letter of the 15th instant, requesting one of our firm to 
repair to Washington to give evidence before the court-martial, now in session, in the case of Commodore 
Stewart. We regret that our necessary attention to our commercial concerns renders it very inconveni- 
ent for either of us to be absent from New York, at this moment, or it would give us pleasure to comply 
with the wishes of the government. 

As some of the charges against Commodore Stewart refer to his conduct in relation the ship Canton, 
of which we were the owners, justice to ourselves scems to require that we should state, that when the 
Canton arrived at Valparaiso, from this port, Captain O'Sullivan, who was the master of said ship, and 
also the supereargo, informed us that he had sold the cargo at that place, toa Mr. E. Smith, and for- 
warded us an account of sales. After the sale of the cargo, Captain O’Sullivan informed us that he had 
chartered the ship to a Mr. Smith, at the rate of $3,500 per month, and forwarded us a copy of the char- 
ter party. If the Canton was, after this, employed either directly or indirectly, in smuggling, or in aid- 
ing the royalists against the patriots of South America, she has been so employed without our knowledge 
or approbation, or consent, and at a time when she was out of our control under the charter party. Mr. 
Ward went to the Pacific in order to see about the concerns of the Canton, and her cargo. He went on 
board of the Franklin, not in our service, where he remained until his return to this country. As we 
understand Mr. Ward is now at Washington, we presume he can give the court much more information 
upon the subject of the Canton and her cargo, than any member of our house could do, were he examined. 

We cannot, however, but add, that all the cordage, sails, and other articles procured for the ship in 
the Pacific, and charged to us in our accounts with Captain O'Sullivan, as purchased and paid for by 
him—we never should justify or permit any captain of ours asking or receiving articles of the kind from 
a public ship of the United States, except in cases of extreme necessity, and paying for them, when it was 
impossible to procure them elsewhere. 

We have understood that, at Valparaiso, the carpenters of the Franklin were employed in making 
some slight repairs to the Canton, it not being practicable, as we were informed, to procure a carpenter 
at that place. For the amount of this work we are charged by Captain O’Sullivan, as being paid to the 
carpenters of the Franklin; while at Rio Janciro, application was made to a British frigate for a carpen- 
ter to do similar repairs, which was granted without the least hesitation, indeed, with the utmost politeness. 

The account of sales of the cargo of the Canton, at Valparaiso, and the charter party with Mr. Smith, 
and the accounts furnished to us by Captain O’sullivan, we will, with pleasure, forward to Washington, 
if you desire it. This would give all the information we possess in relation to the business. Any infor- 
mation in our power, we shall, at any time, cheerfully communicate to the government upon this, or upon 
any other subject, (being fully aware, however, that government cannot exact, as a right, the information 
we now offer, ) and we regret that it is not in our power, at this time, for one of us to visit Washington, 
agreeably to your request. 

We have the honor to be, sir, your humble servants, 
(Signed ) 
Hon. Samvet L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


LE ROY, BAYARD & CO. 


Navy Department, August 27, 1825. 


I certify the within to be a correct copy of the original letter, on file in this Department. 


(Signed ) J. BOYLE. 
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Quitca, November 5, 1822. 

Sir: We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States, having been informed that it is the intention 
of Commodore Charles Stewart that the United States ship Franklin shall sail hence for Valparaiso very 
shortly, in which event our commercial interests, as well as those of other citizens of the United States 
in the interior of this country, and more particularly in Arequipa (amounting, at the lowest calculation, 
fo about one million of dollars,) will be very much at stake on the arrival of the intended expedition 
from Lima against that city, which is now daily expected, do humbly request that Commodore Chas. 
Stewart will take into his most serious consideration the prejudice which may occur to the interests of 
his countrymen in this part of Peru by the removal of their present and only protecting force, and that 
Commodore Charles Stewart will, if it be not incompatible with the instructions he may have received 
from our government, allow the U.S. ship Franklin to remain at this port until the Ist of the ensuing 
month, as we at present anticipate that we shall, in that interval, have sufficient time to recover our 
aforesaid property. 

We remain, most respectfully, Commodore Charles Stewart, your very humble servants, 

(Signed ) JOHN O’SULLIVAN. 
ANTON & LOTTEN., 
GEO. LITTLE. 
HARRY PARSONS. 
JOHN E. HERON, 
KLIPHT. SMITH. 

Commodore Cuartes Stewart, Commander-in- Chief of the American Naval Forces in the Pacific. 





Lima, May 2, 1824. 
To Commodore Charles Stewart, commander-in-chief of the U. S. naval forces in the Pacifie: 

Sir: Impressed with a high sense of the zeal and ability you have manifested in the cause of your 
country during a period of twenty-six years of public service, the undersigned citizens of the United 
States, at present residing or transacting business in Lima, beg leave respectfully to express to you their 
sense of your conduct in the command on this coast. You are now about to leave. The duties you have 
had to perform have been no less arduous than various, from the peculiar situation of the countries to 
which your command extended. You arrived at a time when the revolutionary governments of Peru and 
Chili, intoxicated with success, and regardless of every principle of national law, preyed upon the unof- 
fending neutral at will. By your firmness their rapacity was restrained, and by your skill their friendly 
relations, which our government is so anxious to maintain, las remained unimpaired. We are grateful to 
acknowledge the readiness with which you have at all times listened to the complaints or wishes of your 
countrymen, and the promptness with which you have afforded them all the protection your situation 
would permit. 

With these feclings, which are as sincere on our part as they are well founded, we look with peculiar 
regret to your departure, and especially at this moment, when circumstances so strongly demand rather 
the increase than the diminution of force on this station. Within a few days an unauthorized blockade 
has been declared under the flag of a country which in reality has no longer any existence, and which, 
therefore, leaves us without the smallest hope of future reparation for any wrong’s it may inflict upon us. 
The experience you have acquired during your long command in this ocean, and the imposing force of the 
Franklin, would doubtless be of the greatest utility to the distinguished officer who has come to succeed 
you, and your remaining here a very short period would greatly facilitate his future operations. With 
these views, and under the urgency of circumstances which have so recently arisen, we most earnestly 
hope that you may be induced to delay your departure for a short period, since by so doing the new 
danger that threatens the extinction of our commerce may in all probability be removed. 

The amount of interest at stake, the distant position of our country, and the threatening evils to 
which we allude, all seein to us to require it, and we have therefore no doubt they will justify to our 
government your remaining a few weeks longer. Perhaps a few days only may dissipate the dangers 
that are gathering. You may, inthis case, probably have the satisfaction of having contributed to save 
a large amount of property to your fellow citizens, of which, if they are despoiled, neither they nor 
their government have any power to look to for future compensation. Whatever may be your determi- 
nation, we offer to you our most cordial wishes for your safe return to your country, where we feel 
satisfied you will receive the approbation from your government and fellow citizens which your long and 
cflicicnt services so justly merit. 

We have the honor to be, sir, your friends and fellow citizens, 


Signed) 

oe WILLIAM IT. CONCKLING. CHAS. MANCHESTER. 
JOHN C. GREEN. A. H. BURROWS. 
SAMUEL ERWIN. PERRY BOWERS. 
RUSSELL BALDWIN. WM. JOHNSON, Jr. 
MOSES GIBBS. HENRY L. DECOVEN. 
JOS. JAMES. HIRAM PUTNAM. 
JAMES BRADLEY. J. A. STEVENSON. 
J. M. SEBER. ROZMAN LAWRENCE. 
NIXON & McCALL. JOS. McCOMB. 
DANIEL W. COIT. J. JONES. 


JOUN DONNELL. 
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Reply. 
Unirep States Snip Frankiiy, Callao Bay, May 4, 1824. 

Gentiemen: I have received the letter you did me the honor to address me on the 2d instant, and for 
which I beg leave to return you any thanks, while, at the same time, I assure you that the order to return 
with this ship to the United States is peremptory; but notwithstanding this circumstance, 1 would most 
cheerfully meet any new responsibility originating in that circumstance, particularly as all are aware of 
the gr sat desire of the Exceutive Government of our country to afford to their fellow citizens, and their 
property, protection, which has been so repeatedly evinced by the adequate force they have constantly 
maintained in this sea, since its exposure to the vicissitudes of lawless depredations by those who 
acknowledge no rights but those of force and expediency; but the period having arrived in which a large 
portion of our crew, (already much diminished,) are entitled to their discharge, under the faith of our 
government, and which circumstance, in a very short time, might render this ship no longer serviceable, 
and ineapacitate her from returning, I conceive it would be encountering too high a responsibility, and 
which the ultimate state of affairs in this quarter would not justify. 

The good opinion you have been pleased to express, of my poor exertions and zeal, since T have 
been found serving under the flag of my country, merit my warmest gratitude, and at all times, and 
under all circumstances, I shall derive cousolation from the circumstance that at least those of my fellow- 
citizens trading in and to these countries approbate the course [ have pursued, and the protection I 
have endeavored to afford. 

Accept, gentlemen, my best wishes for your health and prosperity, and a happy return to your 
country. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. 
To Messrs. Nixon & McCatn, Davin W. Coss, Wituiam LH. Concxuine, Joun C. Green, and others. 


Mr. President and gentlemen of the court: 

It must certainly be a subject of sincere congratulation to us all that this painful and interesting 
investigation approaches its conclusion. In its progress it has awakened the most various and agitating 
feelings; the enormity of the charges, the precision, as to time, place and circumstances, with which they 
were stated, and the tone of confidence they assumed, were calculated, on their first presentation, to alarm 
the most steadfast friends of the accused, and even to shake the constancy of his own firm mind, sustain- 
ed as it was by the consciousness of absolute and entire rectitude; but, as the inquiry moved on, as the 
evidence gradually developed the facts of the case, as the charges and specifications fell, one after another, 
as they were successively touched by the wand of truth, every foreboding fear subsided, every anxious 
doubt was silenced, and the accused might look back with a proud but -grateful satisfaction upon the 
course he had passed over, in which it is believed no eye can discover one motive he should blush to own, 
or one act he should desire to recall. 

But even with the prospeet of this happy and triumphant termination, the case excites some distress- 
ing reflections. It is difficult to imagine a spectacle more mortifying to professional pride, more afilictive 
to a generous spirit, than it has presented; an officer of the highest rank and longest service, whose 
name, familiar to the ear of his country, had hitherto been associated only with proud recollections, pub- 
licly aceused of multiplied and varied transgressions, ruinous to his professional, degrading to his private 
character! 

One circumstance only mitigates the pain of this reflection; the publicity which has been given to 
these charges, the unhesitating confidence with which they have been asserted, rendered the investigation 
necessary to the vindication of his own and his country’s honor. 

The government would have been deemed accessory to offences thus boldly imputed if they were not 
investigated; the accused himself might have been condemned by the malevolent or unthinking, as his inno- 
cence had not been manifest by a public trial. The investigation has indeed been minute, searching and 
severe, but candor requires him to admit that it has been frank and liberal; on his part I may be permit- 
ted to add that he has opposed no impediment to full inquiry, and ihat he has evinced an inclination to 
seek security only in his innocence. 

It cannot have escaped your observation that the very facts specified to support the first charge of 
“ unofficer-like conduct,” are relied on in many instances to sustain the other charges of ‘disobedience 
of orders” and “neglect of duty.’ In other instances the same facts, by subdivision, or change of 
phraseology in stating them, form the subject of distinct specifications under the same charge. This is 
not mentioned in the spirit of complaint. Such a mode of preferring charges is usual and proper, and 
often indispensable to accommodate the accusation to the actual state of the proofs, drawn from numerous 
sources, unexposed until the trial. It produces, however, some inconvenience to the accused. — It lMaposes 
on him the alternative of breaking the continnity and impairing the vigor of his defence by detached and 
partial explanations, and at the same time fatiguing the court by unavoidable repetitions; or of exposing 
himself to the suspicion of evading charges to which he does not formally and separately reply. 

To this suspicion the accused onght not, in this instance, to be exposed. In the statement offered 
preparatory to the introduction of his proofs he has already noticed each specification, in the order of the 
prosecution, and apprised the court and the judge advocate, frankly and distinctly, of the matters on 
which he relied to repel them. He hopes, therefore, to be acquitted of all intentions to clude any specifi- 
cation, though his defence entirely disregards the order of their arrangement. The convenience of the 
court will be promoted, and the harmony and perspicuity of his explanations will be best preserved, by 
generalizing the offences imputed to him, by bringing into groups all the scattered facts applicable to 
each offence, and thus presenting in one connected view any circumstance which can influence the judg- 
ment of the court in deciding on his guilt or innocence, No part of the accusation on which the slightest 
evidence has been offered to his prejudice will be intentionally pretermitted. Thus e@eneralized, the 
charges impute to Commodore Stewart fio hinds of offence; one to foreign nations, by applying the naval 
force of the United States to prevent the governments of Chili and Peru from exercising their belligerent 
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rights, and to aid in the violation of their municipal laws; another, to his own government, by applying 
that force to subserve improper personal interest; and by numerous acts of maladministration in the 
internal police and discipline of his squadron. 

Of these offences, the first in order and dignity is that alleged to have been committed against Chili 
and Peru; as to these governments there is scarcely any wrong that a naval commander could commit, 
which these charges do not impute to the accused. Their dignity, as independent nations, scorned and 
insulted; the exercise of their undeniable belligerent rights, to contiscate contraband trade, and to enforce 
blockade, opposed and prevented by terror, or by arms; their military expeditions frustrated and defeated 
by spies, (of whom he was the coadjutor and protector); their enemies supplied with military means; 
the obligations of neutrality (which the commander of an American squadron was specially bound to 
observe in favor of a people warring for their national independence) contemned and violated; these are 
high offences against the law of nations which Commodore Stewart is said to have committed toward Chili 
and Peru. As to their internal and municipal rights he is said to have stooped from his high station to 
become a smuggler, and to participate in the shameful gains of other violators of the revenue laws, aided 
by him in the perpetration of their frauds. 

‘Before we enter on details, some preliminary matter must be noticed. 

The situation of Commodore Stewart on his cruise in the Pacific was both novel and delicate. It 
was not the ordinary one of an executive officer entrusted with the arms of his government to be applied 
to a specific object, under prescribed circumstances and in a defined manner. To a certain extent he was 
invested with a different, and (if I may so express it,) diplomatic character; much was left to his judg- 
ment and discretion. His instructions informed him that he was “appointed to the command of the 
Franklin, destined to the Pacific ocean, for the purpose of protecting the commerce of the United States 
in that quarter of the world.’”? He was ‘to ascertain whether the commerce of the United States had 
been molested by the cruising ships of either of the parties at war, and consult with the agent, Mr. Prevost, 
as to the causes of such molestation, and the best means of affording relief and protection to the citizens 
of the United States and their property.”’ 

The means placed under his control to attain these objects were the Franklin and the Dolphin. In 
all his operations he was specially instructed to remember what was due to the neutral situation of the 
United States. 

That the dangers to which the lawful trade of neutrals was exposed were neither unfrequent in 
occurrence, inconsiderable in amount, or confined to the subjects of one nation, is proved, not only by the 
evidence now given, but attested by the acts of every nation whose commerce floated in those seas. 
England and France, as well as the United States, found it necessary to send there a naval force to pro- 
tect their trade from the profligate rapacity which assailed it on land and sea, under the guise of bellige- 
rent seizure. Their policy was perhaps the same. They wished to maintain a neutral attitude in the 
civil war. England and the United States avowedly; France, it is possible, covertly, wished success to 
the revolutionary cause. One motive was common to all, a desire to open to commercial and manufac- 
turing enterprise a vast theatre, which the jealous and exclusive spirit of colonial government had held 
closed against them. As to two of these powers, more noble and generous considerations mingled them- 
selves with their commercial views; neither England nor the United States were indifferent to the moral 
and political improvement of South America, which would follow in the train of free and liberal institutions. 

While each of these powers, therefore, threw its shield over its commerce in the Pacific, it certainly 
was not desired by either that actual force should be employed to protect it. That might commit their 
neutrality, if executed against the royalist party, and, if in their favor, might retard, or perhaps jeopard 
the revolutionary cause. Security to the citizens and trade was therefore hoped to be attainable, rather 
by moral than physical power, by the exhibition of a naval force adequate to repress outrages upon it, 
by either of the belligerents, rather than its actual employment. 

If this were not the policy and design of the American government, sending a naval force into the 
Pacific was, to say the least of it, a ridiculous parade and idle expenditure. A minister-or chargé des 
affaires would have been a more appropriate, safe, economical instrument to protect American commerce, 
than a naval squadron. 

It was in this spirit Commodore Stewart conceived his instructions. His squadron was sent ‘‘for 
the purpose of protecting the commerce of this couutry in the Pacific:” but he was to give this protec- 
tion by the most scrupulous respect for the rights of the belligerents. It remains to be seen, if in aught 
he has transgressed against them. The accusation to which your attention is first invited, is that respect- 
ing the intended capture of the Canton by the Peruvian cruiser Belgrano, which forms the subject of the 
third specification of the first charge, and the second specification of the second charge. 

The fact charged is, that Commodore Stewart employed the naval force under his command in pre- 
venting the commander of the Peruvian brig Belgrano from enforcing the laws and instructions of his 
government, by taking and sending in for adjudication, an American ship called the Canton, detected in 
carrying on an illicit trade to the injury of said government. The motive ascribed to him for this employ- 
ment of the naval force is, that he was concerned in the pecuniary profit of said illicit voyages and 
transactions of the aforesaid ship Canton. 

The relation which Commodore Stewart bore to the Canton, her owners and captain, will be hereafter 
minutely examined, when other charges respecting that vessel come under review. It will suffice, now, 
to say that it is undeniably proved that ‘he was not concerned, directly or indirectly,” in the pecuniary 
profits of any voyages or transactions of the Canton, either licit or illicit. His offence, whatever it may 
be, can therefore receive no aggravation from the base and interested motives which are gratuitously said 
to have stimulated him to its perpetration. There is no evidence applicable to this matter in the terms 
in which it is charged by the specification. The terms “ illicit trade’? apply only to that carried on in 
contravention of municipal regulations, and not to trade forbidden by the laws of nations, as being either 
contraband or with a blockaded port. Such is the meaning of these terms as fixed by mercantile usage 
and commercial law. In this sense the specification has used them, for the “ illicit trade” in which the 
Canton is thereby said to have been detected, is represented to have been carried on against the laws and 
instructions of the existing government of Peru, and not-against the public law. Now there is not even 
the slightest evidence that the commander of the Belgrano ever wished to seize the Canton under any 
pretext that she had violated the municipal laws of Peru, or any of its internal regulations. The only 
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occasion in which his wish to seize this vessel was even intimated, was while she was lying at Quilca, 
and then the sole charge against her was a violation of blockade. It is a settled and well-known principle 
in military, as well as civil courts, that a prosecution cannot be sustained by the proof of any other 
offence than the very one of which the prisoner is notified by the accusation. If Commodore Stewart 
chose to avail himself of this technical defence, he might then safely insist, that there is no proof of the 
matter charged, and that he is bound to give no answer to proofs which apply to a different matter for 
which he is not arraigned. But he disdains to shelter himself behind technical coverings. He will not 
purchase security at the price of honor; it is reproach, not punishment, he feels desirous to avert. He 
wishes, therefore, to be understood in this, and in every other part of the trial, as waiving every objec- 
tion of a technical character, and consenting that his conduct be scrutinized by the court, though 
embraced by no specifications. 

The transaction to which the specification is, perhaps, intended to apply, is alluded to in the testi- 
mony of Lieutenant Hunter, and is recorded in the correspondence between Commodore Stewart and 
Captain Prunier. I beg permission to offer you an epitome. In the month of July, 1822, the Peruvian 
brig-of-war, Belgrano, arrived off Quilca, at which port the Franklin, the ship Canton, and the French 
ship Telegraph, had been some time lying. Captain Prunier, who commanded the Belgrano, addressed a 
letter to Commodore Stewart, in which he stated that ‘‘he had observed the ship Canton using the pendant 
of a ship-of-war of the United States, anchored at the side of the ship of the line under his (Commodore 
Stewart’s) command, and being informed by other means that said ship was only a merchantman, and 
transacting commercial business on the coast, he wished to know from Commodore Stewart if she was a 
ship-of-war, or not.’ It is proved by Lieut. Hammersley that the Canton was at that time anchored 
from the Franklin at the distance usual for vessels in port. 

To this communication, Commodvre Stewart replied, “ that the Canton was a private vessel belong- 
ing to citizens of the United States. As to wearing a pendant, there was no law or practice of the 
United States prohibiting its use to private armed vessels belonging to North America.” 

On the next day Captain Prunier went on board the Franklin and handed Commodore Stewart a letter 
from himself. In this he stated that “from the nature of the instructions from his government, he had 
found sufficient motives to detain the Canton, and send her in to be disposed of by his government ”— 
that ‘‘he had determined to do so on the morrow; but, Commodore Stewart being the representative of 
the government to which she belonged, he communicated it to him for his information.” In this official 
letter, either by design or accident, no cause was assigned for the intended seizure. But the verbal 
remarks of Capt Lin Prunier, as proved by Lieutenant Hunter, gave notice of them. In the subsequent 
correspondence they are distinctly avowed. 

On the Ist of July Captain Prunier sent another letter to Commodore Stewart, in which, after refer- 
ring to his former communication, and stating, that he had received no reply, he expressed a wish to 
have, immediately, Commodore Stewart’s determination, in order, ‘if it were practicable, to reconcile it 
with the performance of his duties,” On the same day Commodore Stewart wrote to Captain Prunier. 
Apprised by the several communications of that officer, that the pretext for her seizure was a breach of 
blockade by the Canton, and believing, for reasons which will hereafter be explained, that he ought not 
to suffer her to be seized on that pretext, he informed Captain Prunier that ‘‘ he had been sent into that 
sea to protect the citizens of the United States, and their property, in all their lawful pursuits; and as 
the Canton had done no act contrary to the laws of nations, Captain Prnnier could have no legal pretext 
for interfering with her; that she was entitled to protection, and would be defended, as property of citi- 
zens of the United States.” In his reply to that letter, Captain Prunier, openly and _ officially, stated 
among other matters, “ that the free government of Peru had formally declared the coast of Peru under 
a vigorous blockade from the 15th to the 22d degree of south latitude,” and the violations of that blockade, 
by trading at Arica, Molliendo and Quilca, were assigned as the offences for which he desired to seize the 
Canton. The commodore, waiving the inquiry if the blockade itself was not illegal, replied, ‘‘that the 
Peruvian government had omitted to comply with the first and most essential requisite which constitutes 
a legitimate blockade, to wit, stationing a competent force to prevent the entrance of neutrals, and to 
warn them away in the first instance.” 

Had the Canton been found by Commodore Stewart in the actual possession of Captain —ae or, 
had that officer, without any communication of his intentions and reasons, taken possession of the Canton 
in the port of Quilca, on the charge of breach of blockade, Commodore 8., though satisfied of her inno- 
cence, ought to have deliberated seriously before he retook her by force. Forcible opposition to bellige- 
rent seizure, or forcible recapture, are forbidden by the laws of nations, even by a private neutral; the 
offence is ereatly aggravated if the force be applied by a national ship, for that tends directly to war 
with the neutral government to which she belongs. The repose of the world requires the neutral,. how- 
ever innocent, to submit to the capture. The comity of nations presumes, that the prize court will impar- 
tially decide on the propriety of the seizure, and if it prove illegal, will restore the property, and indem- 
nify the neutral for all injury sustained. The government of the belligerent stands responsible for the 
flagrant injustice of its courts. Whether that principle applies to a people not recognized as independent, 
not yet admitted into the society of nations, and, therefore, pone no eovernment responsible to 
foreign nations; and, if applicable, how far it was modified by Commodore Stewart’s instructions, and 
the circumstances under which he was sent on that duty, or by the known profligacy of public and pri- 
vate citizens of both belligerents, (who affected to detect crime wherever they could discover spoil,) or 
by the consideration that in a moment of revolution, of great personal exasperation, and of much public 
necessity, the prize court, yet green and inexperienced in the knowledge and application of public law, 
could not be expected to deny, by their sentence, the legality of a blockade ordered by their own govern- 
ment; all these considerations would merit your most serious thought, had this been a recapture by 
Commodore Stewart. It is probable, however, that, even then, it would have been found the duty of 
Commodore Stewart to dispossess Captain Prunier of his spoil. 

Such, however, was not the state of things. Captain Prunier thought proper to premonish Com. 
Stewart of his intention and his reasons, aud to express his wish ‘ to reconcile Com. Stewart’s determina- 
tion with his duties to his own government.’ The silent acquiescence of Com. Stewart would have 
amounted to a tacit permission to make the seizure; and, consequently, to an implied admission of the 
legality of the blockade. But it did not suit the views of Capt. Prunier and his government, that the 
propriety of the seizure, and the legality of the blockade, should rest on tacit admission. With indecorous 
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haste, he pressed Com. Stewart for a written reply. No alternative was left him, appealed to as “the 
representative of his government,” but either formally to authorize the seizure, and as formally to admit the 
lawfulness of the blockade; or, referring, as he did, to his instructions, to express his determination to 
protect the Canton ‘in her dawful pursuits,’’ and to deny the validity of the paper blockade, which she 
was said to have violated. 

The correctness of his determination upon this subject calls for our admiration, and not our reproach, 
During twenty-seven years of naval services, his hand has been more familiar with the sword than with 
the pen. The quarter deck, not the cluset, has been the scene of his employment. His meditations have 
been occupied by those high musings which fit the mind to conceive and to execute acts of chivalrous 
and daring valor, and not in the abstractions of legal science on the subtile disquisitions of Puffendortf 
and Grotius, and Vattel. His determination is believed to have been exactly such as the law of nations 
warranted and his duty to his government enjoined. And, I venture to predict, that the manner in which 
he maintained the neutral rights of his country in his correspondence with the royal and patriot govern- 
ments, will be both admired for its ability, and sanctioned for its correctness. 

The blockade was declared by San Martin in ——-——, after he had expelled the royalists from Lima, 
and taken possession of the capital of Peru. It was a blockade by latitude, and comprehends, as you 
have seen, a coast of eight hundred miles. The maritime force of Peru at that time consisted of two 
brigs and two schooners, and but a small portion of that puny force was employed in the actual enforce- 
ment of the blockade; not one of them had been seen by the squadron until the arrival of the Belgrano. 
Jad the government of Peru a right, by this sweeping prohibition, sustained by so inconsiderable a force, 
to interdict the trade of neutrals with so extensive and rich a region? On such a pretext, should Com. 
Stewart have given up the commerce of his country as spoil? 

No branch of public law is better defined, or more generally understood, than that of blockade. 
The general doctrines are recognized by all civilized powers, whatever occasional infractions necessity 
or injustice have made on it. In the protracted and deadly wars, which, in our days, have convulsed 
Europe, neutral rights have been assailed by every mode of belligerent annoyance. By none has it been 
more threatened, than by schemes of blockade, professing to distress the enemy, but often intended to 
rob friends. By no nation has the injustice of these measures been more severely felt than by our own. 

While our policy continues, as it heretofore most wisely has been, peaceful and neutral, no nation 
is so deeply interested in restraining the right of blockade within its proper limits, and denying the 
validity of mere paper blockades, which affect to maintain by proclamation and the stroke of the pen, 
what the laws of nations allow to be attained by arms and actual investment. From a recent elementary 
work of great respectability, (Chitty’s Laws of Nations, pp. 128, 131,) I beg leave to state the estab- 
lished doctrine. The court may test its accuracy by consulting the original authorities cited in it. 

“It,” says Vattel, “I lay siege to a place, or simply blockade it, | have a right to hinder any one 
from entering, and to treat as an enemy whosoever attempts to enter the place, or carry anything to the 
besieged, without my leave; for he opposes my undertaking, and may contribute to the miscarriage of 
it, and this involves me in all the misfortunes of an unsuccessful war. 

“Clear, however, and indisputable as this right is, just and necessary as is the exercise of it, it can- 
not be denied but that it is one of the most severe and harsh in its operation of any that is inscribed in 
the whole code of public law. It is under this impression that tribunals of the law of nations, before 
they have enforced the provisions of a blockade, have uniformly required it to be established by clear 
and unequivocal evidence; first, that the party proceeded against has had due notice of the existence of 
the blockade; and secondly, that the squadron alloted for its execution was fully competent to cut off all 
communications with the interdicted port. These points have been deemed so indispensably requisite to the 
existence of a legal blockade, that the failure of either of them has been held to amount to an entire 
defeasance of the measure, and this even in cases where the notification of it has issued immediately 
from the fountain of supreme authority. The blockade must not only have been declared by competent 
authority, but must be also an actually existing blockade. A blockade is then only to be considered as 
actually existing, when there is a force to enforce it. The very notion of a complete blockade, said Sir 
William Scott, in the case of the Steel, “includes that the besieging force can apply its power to every 
point of the blockaded state. If it cannot, there is no blockade of that part where its power cannot be 
brought to bear.” 

But Commodore Stewart was apprised of the opinion of his government in relation to such a blockade. 
Some time before he sailed, Chili had declared a blockade that had a greater show of lawfulness; for Chili 
had a respectable fleet, under Lord Cochrane, to enforce it. It was, however, deemed illegal on account 
of its extent, and the want of an adequate and permanent force to sustain it. The instructions to Com- 
modore Stewart prove this. The language of the Secretary of State in his instructions to Mr. Forbes, 
commercial agent at Buenos Ayres, is, if possible, more explicit. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Adams to I. M. Forbes, dated July 6, 1820: 

“The allegation of Lord Cochrane, that there had been on the part of the Gazelle a breach of blockade, 
is fully repelled in the memorial. It appears by a letter from Mr. Prevost of 16th May, 1819, that he had 
remonstrated with the government against this paper blockade ‘of Lord Cochrane. He says the subject 
was met with great frankness, and all claim of forfeiture for any infraction disavowed, as to any place 
where no actual foree was employed, and the form preserved only to deter unfriendly neutrals from 
entering for the purpose of carrying information. His disavowal was but partially satisfactory. A paper 
blockade of fifty degrees of latitude or a thousand leagues of coast, is illegal throughout its whole extent, 
even for the ports which may be in actual blockade; otherwise every capture under a notified blockade 
would be legal, because the capture itself would be proof of the blockading force. Lord Cochrane’s 
notification was not of a lawful blockade; nor has a permanent force been kept before any one port under 
it, which could have made it a legal blockade, had it been limited to that single port. Nothing can be 
more clear than that the capture of no part of the property in question can be justified upon the plea of a 
broken blockade.” 

This Chilian blockade had been abandoned before the arrival of the Franklin in the Pacific, But why 
urge this defence? In respect to this very blockade which Captain Prunier wished Commodore Stewart 
to respect, the opinion of the Government of the United States has since been expressed. It is in abso- 
lute harmony with that of Commodore Stewart, and in entire justification of the act which is to-day 
imputed to him as an offence. : 
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The Secretary of State in his letter to Mr. I. B. Prevost, at Lima, dated December 16, 1822, says; 
“There is another point of great and permanent importance to the interests of the United States involved 
in these transactions. In the letter from Captain Prunier to Captain Stewart, declaring his disposition to 
take possession of the Canton, for the purpose of carrying her into port for adjudication, he alleges nog 
that muskets had been landed from her at Arica, but that ‘she had traded at certain ports between the 
15th and 22d degrees of south latitude,’ contrary to a proclamation or paper blockade of the Peruvian 
government. This was the only fact alleged by Captain Prunier for his intention to take the Canton; 
the only allegation upon which Captain Stewart had then to decide whether he would protect her from 
capture or not. Now the very charge, that the Canton ‘had traded’ at the intermediate ports, carried on 
its face the proof that there had been no force stationed before those ports to intercept the trade; and 
under such an allegation Captain Stewart could not have submitted to see the Canton captured under the 
very guns of his ship, without formally admitting thereby the validity of the blockade in its most licen- 
tious extent. The President considers a blockade by degrees of latitude as unlawful, not only in its 
general extent, but for every port and spot included within it. Were it otherwise, the mere fact of capture 
would legalize in any point within the limits of the proclamation that which would be unlawful upon 
every other point. The proclamation is the notice to neutrals of the blockade; and the blockade of the 
proclamation must be precisely the same as the blockade in fact, else the whole is unlawful, and neutrals 
are not bound by it. ‘This principle is too important to be surrendered to any belligerent party, however 
favorably disposed we may be to his cause, for we cannot concede it to him without yielding it alike to 
his enemy. You will distinctly declare this to the Peruvian minister of state, to be the deliberate sense 
of the Government of the United States.”’ 

Let me appeal then to your coolest judgment: Ought Commodore Stewart to have consented to the 
capture of the Canton by the Belgrano, and thereby legalized a blockade which would have subjected all 
the American commerce in those seas, amounting to many millions of dollars, to certain and immediate 
confiscation ? Would he not have contravened the known opinions of his government, impaired the 
established rights of neutral nations, and become an accessory to the spoil of that very commerce he was 
sent to protect? 

Another violation of public law is imputed to him by the Ist specification of the Ist and 2d charge. 
They assert that ‘‘he aided and assisted the American vessels Canton and Pearl, the English brig Sarah, 
and the French ship Telegraph, and other vessels in carrying on a contraband trade with certain ports 
called the Intermedios, and in transporting and landing arms, military stores, and other contraband 
articles, and protecting the said vessels from the consequences of such illegal traffic, by employing, and 
threatening to employ, the naval force of the United States in their defence.”’ 

As to the British vessel Sarah, and the French ship Telegraph, there is not a shadow of proof that 
they were engaged in any illicit or contraband trade with the Intermedios; had their guilt been estab- 
lished, it could in no manner affect the accused; for it is absolutely certain from the testimony before you, 
that they received neither countenance, convoy, nor protection from the United States ships. On the few 
occasions in which these vessels were in sight of the United States ships at sea, the meeting was purely 
accidental, and their continuance together brief. On the only occasion in which they were in port together, 
the Sarah had no cargo of any sort, and the Telegraph was actually captured by the consort of the Bel- 
grano, while lying within three hundred yards of the Franklin, and carried away by the captors without 
the slightest remonstrance or interference by Commodore Stewart. Yet he is charged with ‘employing 
or threatening to employ the naval forces of the United States in her defence.” 

What vessels are intended to be comprehended by the description of ‘‘ other vessels” is unknown; no 
evidence applies to any such. This part of the accusation must fail. 

As to the Pearl, her history may be briefly given. She was an American vessel, armed in Boston; 
the first knowledge we have of her is at Valparaiso, where she arrived in the month of May, 1822, on her 
way to the Sandwich Islands. She had on board the frames and materials of three small vessels, 
intended to be employed in the trade of the Sandwich Islands and the northwest coast; and some arms, 
which every one knows constitute an essential article of commerce on that coast. It is in positive proof 
that she did not carry on any contraband or other trade with the Intermedios; but, after touching at 
Arica, proceeded on her original destination, to the northwest coast. So scrupulous was Commodore 
Stewart that this vessel, known by him to have contraband articles on board, should give no just cause 
of complaint to the Peruvian government, that, before her departure from Arica, he sent two officers on 
board, to search her, and to see that no portion of the arms had been landed at Arica. Refer to the evi- 
dence of Lieutenants Hunter and Hammersley, and you will find that not a single musket was landed; but 
all the arms which the Pearl brought into the Pacific were actually on board when she left the Inter- 
medios for the northwest coast. 

It is true that the Pearl left Valparaiso about the time the Franklin did, and was generally in sight 
until her arrival in Arica. That her master should desire to obtain all the security which the 
neighborhood of the United States naval force could afford, will not excite surprise, when you recollect 
the system of buccaneering then in active operation in those seas. Had she been fallen in with, 
experience had taught him that the innocence of her trade and her actual destination to the northwest 
coast would not have protected her from confiscation. But it is proved by Lieutenants Hammersley and 
Ogden that convoy was refused by Commodore 8. from Valparaiso, because she had arms on board; and 
that her security and motions were consulted in no one movement of the Franklin. Commodore 8. had 
neither the right nor the power to prevent the Pearl from pursuing her voyage at a distance, and 
without co-operation of the Franklin. 

As to the Canton, so far as the specification imputes to her “ contraband trade,” it wants support 
by any particle of evidence. The court will be pleased to bear in mind that ‘‘ contraband” consists in 
such articles as minister to war, and which the law of nations inhibits a neutral to furnish to either 
belligerent under penalty of confiscation. No such articles were on board the Canton. However 
criminal might have been the traffic carried on by that ship with the Intermedios, it was not, as the 
specification charges, ‘‘contraband.” Commodore Stewart therefore could, by no possibility, have 
employed or ‘‘ threatened to employ” his squadron to defend her from the penalties of a transgression 
never committed. His guilt in defending her in violating the revenue laws of Peru, will be noticed in 
its proper place. It is imputed to him that he himself engaged in contraband trade, and even employed 
the Franklin in its transportation. 
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The fifteenth specification of the first charge asserts ‘‘that he took on board and carried in the 
Franklin, from Valparaiso to Quilca, horses with their equipments for the use of General Canterac, or 
some other royalist officer, thus furnishing aid and assistance to the one party in a military contest, in 
violation of the duties of a neutral officer.” 

This charge is conceived in the true spirit of a demagogue, who seeks to array the prejudice of 
the judge against the person whom he accuses. Had it suited his purpose he might have charged, with 
equal propriety, that the accused had carried horses from Valparaiso to Lima for the use of San Martin, 
or some other patriot officer. Both imputations would, indeed, have been unfounded, but at least, it 
would have borne a seeming of impartiality, and protected Commodore Stewart from suspicion of aiding 
the regal against the patriot cause. But he was not with the dead—the grave closes on all resentments. 
In the exasperation of the rival parties it was impossible to avoid unfounded suspicions of partiality. 
‘ue best refutation will be found in the correspondence of Commodore Stewart with the royal and patriot 
chiefs, now before you. The tone of his communications to the Viceroy and his officers will refute every 
imputation of favoring the royal cause. 

There were carried at different times in the Franklin from Valparaiso five horses. Mrs Stewart, with 
ner children, accompanied her husband in his voyage to the Pacific. For their accommodation on shore 
during this long absence, he carried with him his carriage and coachman. On his first arrival at 
Valparaiso he procured a pair of carriage horses. While on shore at Quilca, Mrs. Stewart was presented 
by a lady with a pony, of which she had the use at that place. These three horses were carried in the 
Franklin to Lima, there landed, and afterwards impressed by the patriots. 

On his second voyage from Valparaiso three other horses were taken on board, openly, and from the 
navy yard—as proved by Mr. Hunter; one for Commodore Stewart’s use, one designed as a present for 
Mr. Cotera, (a Spanish merchant who had, on a former voyage, offered polite attentions and made a 
present to Mrs. Stewart,) the third was the property of Mr. Smith. At Quilca Commodore Stewart 
presented to Mr. Cotera the horse designed for him, Mr. Smith landed his own, and what was done with 
him is unknown. 

This is the simple state of the transaction proved by the evidence, and this act of personal 
courtesy to a Spanish merchant has been made to assume the hue of a high offence against the law 
of nations, and against our natural prejudices, by torturing it into military aid furnished to a royalist 
general, 

It is true that Lieutenant Ogden thinks he afterwards saw a horse in General Canterac’s camp which 
he supposed to be one of those landed at Quilea. Waiving all questions of identity, and all inquiry 
whether the horse was that landed by Mr. Smith or Commodore Stewart, or whether it was in possession 
of General Canterac, or some other person; the court will remember that the horse mentioned by Mr. 
Ogden was near Lima, a distance of miles from Quilca, where it was landed—was seen months 
after the landing, &c. Above all, as the same gentleman proved that General Canterac was not at 
Quilca when the borse was landed by Commodore Stewart, a candid mind would have no difficulty in 
believing that, by the transfer of the animal through various hands, it is probable impressment for 
military purposes, (as was the practice with both parties) and in various other ways, a sufficient 
explanation might be found of its being in General Canterac’s camp, without resorting to the suspicion 
against Commodore Stewart, conveyed by the accusation. 

And what motive, I pray you, could Commodore S. have to conceal the fact, if he had presented this 
horse to General Canterac, or any other royal general? Horses, unless accompanied by military equip- 
ments, are not contraband of war, but may lawfully be conveyed by a neutral to a belligerent. So say 
all the jurists, and many treaties. And even if so equipped, the understanding which believes the law 
of nations forbade Commodore Stewart to present a single caparisoned horse to a royal general, is not 
less contracted than the heart which confounds an offering of personal compliment with military aid. 
Arms and ammunition are always contraband; but we should pity the weakness which could imagine 
that the commander of a naval squadron could not present an officer in the Spanish or patriot army with 
a handsome sword, or a pair of pistols, with a pound of fulminating powder, without the imputation of 
a breach of neutrality. 

One other alleged breach of neutrality remains to be noticed. This “is the unkindest cut of all.” 
No offence is too vile and base to be imputed to him. By the 7th specification of the 2d charge, he is 
accused of “carrying from Callao to the ports of the Intermedios, sometime between the 13th May and 
15th July, 1822, intelligence of a contemplated military expedition, prepared by the patriot government 
of Peru, against the Intermedios, and thereby exposing the same to defeat and destruction.” And, lest 
this should not suffice to degrade him, he is also charged with being the abettor and coadjutor of others 
engaged in a system of espionage. By the 8th specification of the same charge, he is said to have 
received on board ‘the Franklin and other vessels under his command, within the jurisdiction of Peru, 
certain persons, who, by the laws of said government, were obnoxious to capture and punishment—spies 
and officers in the royal army—and protecting their persons from seizure and punishment: in particular, 
an individual by the name of Madrid, an officer in the royal army, and a spy in Lima, and the director, 
or late director, of the mint.’ 

So far as personal agency in this system of espionage is attributed to Commodore Stewart, the accu- 
sation is a wanton and inexcusable outrage on his character and feelings. Nothing has occured, cer- 
tainly nothing appears, in any part of the evidence, to give even the semblance of suspicion that he 
personally participated in such communications. The failure of the expedition is to be ascribed to its 
own intrinsic defects in preparation and arrangement, which could not escape the observation of one 
accustomed to ponder on the aptitude of means to attain a military result. In his letter of the 
to his own government, he pointed out the want of proper arrangement, and, with prophetic spirit, 
foretold the failure which ensued. No one knew better than he who communicated to the government 
the matter of this charge, the inherent vice of the expedition, and the causes of its failure. Peace to 
his remains! 

What persons, other than Madrid, and the director of the mint, were intended to be embraced by the 
expression ‘certain persons,” nothing, either in the proof or charges, show. No hing, therefore, need 
be answered to that part of the charge. 

It is utterly untrue that the director of the mint was “received on board the Franklin,” or “ any 
other vessel under” her command. Whether this director was ‘obnoxious to capture”? as a spy, “or @ 
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royalist officer,” is neither proved nor known. One thing, however, is certain—that he went on board 
the Franklin at Callao with a very large sum of money, which he wished to deposit on board the ship; 
but it is as certain (notwithstanding the great temptation to the avarice which is said to have led him 
to the perpetration of so many daring and so many contemptible crimes, ) that Commodore Stewart refused 
to receive either the director or his money, on the ground that it was the property of one of the belliger- 
ents. Both went on shore again, and if the director of the mint was “obnoxious to seizure and punish- 
ment,” the authorities of Peru had an opportunity to seize and punish him. Theg openness with which 
he came on board, and returned, rendered it improbable that he was exposed to such danger as the 
charge expressed. Turn to the evidence of Lieutenant ———, and this will be made manifest. 

It is true that a man by the name of Madrid did go on board the Franklin, in the month of 
1822, at Callao; went in her to Quilea, a port of the Intermedios, and there landed about ——— days 
after the arrival of the Franklin in that port; that this man, about two years afterwards, was an officer 
in the royal army, appears extremely probable. What was his rank, and whether he entered the army 
after his arrival at Quilca, or before he left Callao, are matters altogether of conjecture. That he was 
“a spy” is neither proved nor reconcilable with his actual situation at Callao—with his remaining on 
board the Franklin several days after his arrival at Quilca, where he was to disburthen himself of intelli- 
gence—nor with the indigent and obscure situation in which he is proved to have been sometime after 
his landing at Quilca, then in possession of the royalists; that no intelligence conveyed by him “of the 
contemplated military expedition prepared by the patriot government against the Intermedios, exposed it 
to defeat,” appears from the evidence of Lieutenant ———, who testifies that the notice of that expedi- 
tion had been received at Quilca before the Franklin arrived there. 

But, had all these matters been as the specification stated them, still Commodore Stewart could not 
be guilty, under the specification, unless he “received,” or permitted Madrid to be received on board. 
The charge, by its very terms, presupposes the knowledge and consent of Commodore Stewart; nor, 
indeed, is it easy to discover how crime (which cannot exist unless ‘the will avouch the deed,” ) can be 
committed without knowledge or consciousness. The rules of law do not permit the person by whom he 
was received on board to testify, in this case, as to the manner and motives of his reception. On the 
trial of Lieutenant Hunter, all these are detailed with frankness and precision by Mrs. Stewart herself. 
But the evidence offered now does distinctly prove that he was received on board by Mrs. Stewart—cau- 
tiously concealed from the commodore’s eye, and that he had no knowledge that such person had ever 
been on board until twelve months afterwards; and when, ¢fwo years after, this man, accompanied by 
another Spanish officer and an interpreter, were on board the ship, (probably to return his acknowledg- 
ments to Mrs. Stewart,) it is proved, by Lieut. Ogden, that Commodore Stewart then for the first time 
saw him, and when informed that he was the person who had been on board, turned from him with silent 
scorn, (the only notice he could then take of it,) and left him and his companion on deck, unattended to, 
and retired to his cabin. The mingled sensibility of a husband and an officer, displayed in his letter to 
the Secretary of the Navy, as soon as he was informed of the fact, furnish such intrinsic evidence of his 
want of participation, as no one, accustomed to examine the operations of the human mind, can mistake 
or disbelieve. 

For the justification of the accused not one word more is needful. But his counsel would not satisfy 
their own feelings if they permitted folly or malice to tinge with their sombre coloring a transaction in 
which every generous eye will find much to admire. The true history of the transaction is, that this man 
went on board after the ship was under way, leaving the port of Callao. He bore a letter to Mrs. 
Stewart from a lady of high distinction and character in Callao, urgently soliciting a passage for him. 
At first she declined the application, but he urged her with supplications and tears; stated that his return 
to the shore would expose him to certain death; and invoked her protection with that overpowering elo- 
quence which actual misery always commands. Had she reasoned at all, she could not have believed 
that a great State offender lurked under the humble habiliments of the man before her. She could not 
have believed that a spy had been recommended to her courtesy by a lady of the first distinction among 
the patriots. She would probably have ascribed his danger to that exasperation which, in moments of 
revolution, converts suspicion into proof, and deems a difference of political opinion the highest of all 
possible crimes. But there are moments when the heart does not await the slow processes of the head; 
it feels and decides promptly. Mrs. Stewart probably did not reason at all. She saw before her an 
unhappy wretch who asked protection, and she gave it. If she forgot for a moment what was due to the 
discipline of a man-of-war, it was because she remembered what was due to humanity. She was indis- 
creet, if you please, in receiving Madrid on board without the knowledge of her husband; but when that 
had been done, she best consulted his honor in keeping him ignorant of what could no longer be remedied, 
and subjecting herself, rather than him, to censure. The American people will rejoice to perceive that, 
if her sons are heroic, her daughters are feeling and generous. 

Besides these contraventions of public law, many breaches of the municipal regulations of the royal 
government of Peru are ascribed to Commodore Stewart. By the second specification of the first charge 
it is said “he sailed in the Franklin, in June or July, 1822, to the ports called the Intermedios, for the 
purpose of aiding in private and illicit traffic, with a view to his private emolument.” The 6th and 7th 
specifications of the same charge, and the fourth and fifth specifications of the second charge, impute to 
him that “he lent aid and countenance to the violators of the revenue laws of Peru, by permitting and 
aiding sundry persons in carrying from the shore coin, bullion, and plata pina, and other articles, contrary 
to the laws of the said government, without the permission, authority, or consent of the custom house 
officers and local authorities; and to deposit the said articles so smuggled on board the public vessels of 
the United States; and that he permitted such articles, designed to be transported from Peru, in violation 
of the laws of that country, clandestinely, at night, to be brought on board the public vessels under his 
command, and in transporting said articles at sea, out of the control or reach of the authorities on shore, 
to certain vessels bound to distant ports, after such vessels had undergone the examination of the custom 
house officers, such transportation being without the authority, or permission, or knowledge of said officers, 
but designed as a fraud upon and a contravention of the laws of Peru.” 

That a breach of the revenue laws, by landing any article, was committed by any of the United States 
ships, or by any vessel with their aid or countenance, there is no room to suspect. The vessels enumer- 
ated in other specifications, as connected with the Franklin, are the Sarah, the Telegraph, the Pearl, and 
the Canton. The first had no cargo; the second was captured by the Peruvian vessel-of-war in open day, 
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after having landed a part of her cargo; the Pearl landed nothing, as has been shown already; and with 
each of these it has been proved that Commodore Stewart had no co-operation whatever. 

The Canton, it is true, did land articles, both at Arica and Quilca, without any aid from the national 
ships, either in men or boats, as is proved by Lieut. Hunter and others. ; 

The articles were those of peaceful commerce, and not contraband of war. The duties were paid, as 
is proved undeniably by Mr. Smith and others, and the articles deposited in the custom house stores, as is 
proved by Mr. Smith. , ; 

It has never been denied that the Franklin and other United States ships did take on board specie 
and bullion, or plata pina, on deposit and for transportation. But it was done in every instance with the 
knowledge and permission of the revenue officers; lawfully, and not in fraud of the revenue laws of 
Peru, or the laws of this nation. The testimony of Lieut. Henry places this beyond doubt. There is no 
insinuation or proof that any articles of merchandise were taken on board against the laws of Peru or 
Chili. 

To you, sirs, it is needless to vindicate the right of the commander of an American ship-of-war to 
take specie and bullion on board; but there seems to be a strange misconception on the subject through- 
out the nation. It is indeed known that the practice exists both in the American and British navy. But 
it is generally believed that it rests on usage alone; and its policy and correctuess is questioned by many. 
But to you, sirs, it is known that it is expressly authorized by the act of Congress establishing rules and 
regulations for the navy. The recent inquiry in the case of Commodore Porter will, it is hoped, leave the 
legality of this practice no longer doubtful. Till the law be repealed, no reproach can attach to the officers 
acting under it. 

But though the laws permitted Commodore Stewart and the commanders under him to receive specie 
and bullion on board the public ships, still he is guilty if it was taken on board ‘in fraud and violation 
of the revenue laws of Peru.” 

That the laws of that country did not absolutely prohibit the exportation, is distinctly shown. Expor- 
tation was allowed and duties fixed. The supposed fraud in the shipment is attempted to be inferred 
from the times and places of the shipment. They were chiefly in the night, and at points distant several 
miles from the places where the Franklin lay. This circumstance would indeed justify suspicion in a 
settled government like our own, with an organized custom house system, where check upon check exists 
on our public officers, where regular written permits are necessary, and official copies of them may 
always be obtained, and shipments can be made nowhere but at places designated by law. But they 
justify no suspicion when the actual state of that country is considered. At all times their custom house 
system was left much to the personal guidance of the officers. The presence of an officer stood in lieu of 
a permit, and exportation was confined to no particular places. The ordinary observances were less 
rigidly mtintained at that time, when all law was relaxed, and property near the coast was exposed to 
double risk, from rovers of the sea and robbers of the shore. It was brought from the interior in open 
day, by large caravans of mules, occupying several days on the route. Those who designed to ship it 
generally concerted the time and place of its arrival, so as to expose it when near the coast to as little 
chance of plunder as possible, and it was embarked as soon as it reached the coast, and deposited on 
board ship for safety. 

I refer you to the testimony of Lieutenant Henry and Midshipman Hopkinson and Mr. Smith, to show 
that custom house officers superintended the shipments, and fixed the place of receiving it, though the 
shipments were made in the night: and what is decisive proof that the circumstance was neither illegal 
nor unauthorized by the government, is the letter of Commodore Stewart to the sub-delegate at Quilca: 


U.S. Sup Frankury, off Quilca, June 26, 1822. 
To his excellency Don Jose de Panera, sub-delegate, &c.: 

Sir: Mr. Eliphalet Smith has apprised me that a number of mules laden with specie and bullion is 
on its way to the coast from Arequipa, for embarkation on board this ship. As he wishes it immediately 
embarked on its reaching its point of destination on the coast, and has requested the boats to be sent 
from this ship for that purpose, and it may probably arrive in the night, may I ask the favor of your 
excellency to give such directions to the guards as will prevent their mistaking the boats for those of the 
patriots. 

I have the honor to remain, &c. 


Evidence has been given showing that in some instances money was brought on board the Franklin 
concealed about the persons of those who brought it. In no instance was this ever known to Commodore 
Stewart, but one, mentioned by Lieutenant Ogden. But he also testifies that Commodore Stewart, seein 
the manner in which it had been concealed, refused to receive the money, and turned out of the ship the 
person who brought it. 

The only vessel to which specie was transported from the Franklin, or other public vessel, under 
circumstances at all questionable, is the Cora. The witnesses speaking of the transaction are Lieutenants 
Goldsborough and Hunter. By the latter it is shown that it was money belonging to citizens of the 
United States; that it was sent to the Cora in open day, but the captain of the Cora was not ready to 
receive it at that time; that the captain called for it in the night, being about to sail, and then 
received it. 

Many innocent reasons may be imagined why the Cora should have sailed in the night—the state of 
the wind or tide, or the desire to get clear of picaroons on the coast; or, if you please, the whim of the 
captain. But surely there is nothing so singular in a vessel’s leaving an open roadstead, in a night so 
light that her name was legible on her stern, as shall justify suspicion of the accused. 

The money was sent to her when she was about to sail; a guard boat came alongside, but experienced 
no interruption from the United States officer. Commodore Stewart’s innocence of all impropriety is 
evinced by the inquiry which he instituted on the application of the custom house officer on the next day. 
That no censure on any one was merited by that transaction, is reasonably to be inferred, as the explana- 
tion given to the boarding officer of the customs was entirely satisfactory to him. 

Every wrong said to have been committed on the belligerent or internal rights of Peru and Chili has 
now been noticed. How facts have been magnified and distorted so as to give to petty and innocent 
occurrences the air of intentional and gross violations of sovereign right, or of fraud upon the revenue, you 
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have seen. It will not, however, excite surprise, when the inflamed passions of both the combatants, the 
suspicious fears of one, the unreasonable expectations of the other, are taken into account. Captain 
Biddle explained it in a few words. The royalists were suspicious because they knew our national 
sympathy for the patriots; the patriots unreasonable in their demands upon that sympathy. To escape 
from complaints by each, was impossible. It is no slight proof that Commodore Stewart held the scales 
of neutrality with a steady and impartial hand, that each party accused him of inclining it in favor of his 
adversary. 

His correspondence with both governments, now in your possession, will evince that neither prepos- 
session nor prejudice influenced his official conduct; but that his measures were such as public law and 
the instructions from his government prescribed to a neutral commander. The charges which remain to 
be answered grow out of the relation in which Commodore Stewart stood to his own government and 
laws. These he is said to have offended in various modes enumerated in a multitude of specifications, 
Many of these I am happily relieved from all necessity to refute. 

One (that which charges him with neglect of duty in not bringing Captain Conner to trial, on the 
application of Lieut. Sawyer,) has been impliedly waived, no evidence being offered to sustain it. 
Another, (for permitting Mr. Smith to be transported in the Dolphin, with merchandise for sale on private 
account, allowing him to employ a national vessel to sell or display merchandise for sale,) was openly 
abandoned by the judge advocate. 

Others, respecting the employment of the carpenters and others attached to the Franklin in working 
on board, &c., for other vessels; receiving passengers on board the Franklin, or transporting them 
gratuitously to the places where the ship was bound; the employment of Mr. Smith in carrying dispatches 
and performing other duties properly appertaining to officers; allowing the purser to send on shore, for 
sale, clothing and other articles brought out for the officers; the purchase of canvas and other articles 
for the Canton; the transportation of sails and money in the Dolphin to the Canton, at Guayaquil; the 
omission to have the crew properly exercised, and the guns in proper order; all these are so undeniably 
proved to be utterly false in the principle, or unfounded in the facts relied on to sustain them, that farther 
comment would be impertinent. 

As to the petty frauds and despicable peculations imputed by some of the specifications, I could not 
advert to them, especially in a tone of grave refutation, without offending every honorable mind. It is 
humiliating to reflect that for such matters, some untrue, some unheard of by the accused till his trial, 
others magnified, all innocent, a man who has been honored by a vote of national thanks for illustrious 
service should have been exposed to the pain of a public trial. 

The four specifications relative to Lieut. Weaver might have merited more particular notice; but 
the facts are so perspicuously stated in the opening of the defence, the evidence so entirely corresponds 
with that statement, and the reasoningss of my associate so convincing, that I cannot hope to illustrate 
that transaction. Brief recapitulation is all that is left to me. 

That the 24th specification is mistaken in point of fact seems undeniable. The permission granted 
to Lieut. Weaver to absent himself from the Franklin did not extend to the cruise, but was temporary 
and brief. He was to rejoin the ship at the Pacific. Originally he was allowed to remain at New York 
till a favorable opportunity arose to proceed to the Pacific; but the order he received to take charge of 
the stores on board the America still further restricted the indulgence and required his departure in that 
ship. Indeed, he was, on all military principles, in actual service on board that ship by virtue of the 
order which placed the stores under his charge. The authority of a commander to grant temporary leave 
of absence not only rests on general practice, but is believed to be an attribute of command, naval or 
military. In the army it is believed to be exercised; in the navy it is proved to have been practiced. The 
fact wasin this case reported by Com. Stewart to the Department, and was neither reproved nor questioned. 

The 23d specification, though true in fact, is predicated on the singular opinion that guilt can arise 
out of an act proper in itself, and not to have done which would have been an offence. He did, on 
November 24, cause the purser to make an entry on the muster roll “that William A. Weaver was 
absent from said ship without leave from the Ist August, 1822.” That this entry corresponds exactly 
with the fact the United States has been at some pains to prove, and is undeniably true. It was made 
on the first occasion in which that muster had ever been presented to Com. Stewart for approbation and 
signature. In what, then, did his guilt consist? This specification says, in this: ‘‘ That he had approved 
a previous muster roll, in which Lieut. Weaver was said to be actually on board to December, 1823.” 
That the statement of his being on board till December, 1823, is on all hands admitted to be incorrect, 
and the preceding specification seeks to punish Com. Stewart for having made it. Yet, with strange 
inconsistency, it is imputed to him as a erime that he did not intentionally repeat in the muster of 
November, 1824, the very misstatement which he is prosecuted for committing in the preceding one of 
December, 1823. The condition of that man is indeed deplorable’ to whom no safe course of action is 
allowed. Had Com. Stewart, in the muster of November, 1824, caused any other entry to be made but 
the one he did, he would have been liable to prosecution for a false muster. For having made it accord- 
ing to the truth of the case, he is prosecuted because it does not correspond with the previous one, 
admitted to be erroneous. If he sinned in the first instance, he ought at least to be applauded for his 
reformation. 

The 21st specification, strictly and literally taken, is untrue in point of fact. It charges that he 
approved the muster roll of the Franklin, ‘ wherein it was made to appear that William A. Weaver was 
actually on board said ship, and performing the duties of a lieutenant.” Now the muster roll did not 
make it appear that “he was actually on board.” That was matter of mere inference, founded on the 
supposition that every one is presumed to be on board whose name stands on the muster, and who is not 
expressly stated to be absent. That inference is not warranted, as it is proved that the name of an 
officer is not stricken off the books, though absent with or without leave. The truth is, that the muster 
roll neither negatively stated that Lieut. Weaver was not on board, as the law intended it shall state, 
nor affirmatively that he was on board, as the specification supposes. 

But the accused means to rest his defence on no law subtilties or verbal criticism. He wishes to be 
tried only on the honesty of his purpose. The muster roll, by which it might be inferred that Lieutenant 
Weaver was on board to December, 1823, is undeniably shown not to have been such as he designed it 
tobe. The error arose by mistake, either in himself or the purser, probably in the purser, but undoubtedly 
by a mere mistake. He could promote no possible interest of his own by the misstatement; the United 








1826.] PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL. 593 








States could sustain no possible wrong. He had by prior muster rolls officially informed the Department 
of the actual condition of Mr. Weaver. It was personally known by the Secretary, to whom Mr. Weaver 
reported himself in Washington. The muster roll, in December, 1823, could give no new intelligence, if 
the mistake in it had not occurred. In what, then, does his offence consist? Has he violated the spirit 
of the regulation? That was designed to prevent frauds on the government; here none was intended, 
none practicable. Has he violated its letter? Morality exclaims, no; for guilt consists in intentional 
error, and not in accidental mistake. Philology confirms the opinion. A muster to be false must not 
only be erroneous, but the error must be committed with intent to deceive. A few words will suffice to 
repel the imputations conveyed by the 5th and 14th specifications of the first charge. ‘The offence is in 
“employing in August, 1822, the Waterwitch, then in the service of the United States, in traffic and 
carrying merchandise on private account;” and “permitting the cargo, or part of the cargo of the 
Canton, in August, 1822, to be shipped on board the Peruviano, then in tow of the Franklin, and 
ostensibly a public vessel; and in carrying on board the Franklin the supercargo of the Canton, and 
samples of goods thus put on board the Peruviano, for the purpose of furthering the sale of the goods.” 

As to the Waterwitch, it is positively proved by Lientenant Henry and Mr. Wilkes, who successively 
commanded her, that while she was employed it was exclusively in the public service; and in no traffic, 
until she was delivered up to the agent of her owner; not one article of merchandise was on board during 
all that whole time. 

Lieutenant Henry has given you a detailed account, sustained by his books and orders, of all the 
operations of the Peruviano, from the moment at which she was first employed on the public service, till 
her surrender to Mr, Nixon, in April, 1824, when the Franklin was about to return to the United States. 
Not only is there no proof to sustain the prosecution on this head, but it is proved so [far] as a negative 
admits of proof, that no merchandise was received on board, and that she was engaged in no traffic what- 
ever during that whole time. She had indeed received some merchandise on board for the Canton, before 
she was ‘in the public service,” not “for traftic” but safe keeping; and it was restored to the Canton 
after the Peruviano was in the public service. If there be guilt in the transactions, then indeed Commo- 
dore Stewart must be convicted of the double crime of granting to his countrymen in the Pacific an 
accommodation which none but a churl would have refused, and of believing that his country could 
appreciate the motives which led him to advance the objects of his squadron at the cost of some tempo- 
rary expenditure to himself. The inconsistency of some of these charges is very curious, and would be 
amusing, but that the honor of an officer is too sacred to become the fit subject of an idle jest, and a 
criminal prosecution not a proper mode of practicing it. 

The 31st article of the naval regulations, subjects an officer to be cashiered, if he receives on board 
his vessel any merchandise (other than specie and bullion), except in cases of necessity and distress, and 
to preserve them. To bring this case under that article, it was necéssary to allege, as the 14th specifica- 
tion does, that the Peruviano was, at the time the goods were put on board, in the service of the United 
States; that is, a public vessel for the time being. 

But the 17th specification, which attempts to punish the commodore for employing the crew and 
arms, &c., of the Franklin on board the Peruviano, attests her ‘‘not to have been required for the public 
service, or that she did not, and does not belong to the United States.” It is impossible both offences could 
be committed. For if the Peruviano was not a public vessel, receiving or carrying merchandise on board 
could not be an offence against the naval regulation. If she were a public vessel, the employment of 
the crew, &c., of the Franklin on board her, instead of being a crime, was a positive duty. The incon- 
sistency of the specifications should destroy both. 

But, in truth, he was guilty of neither offence. The explanation given on the opening of the defence 
is clear in its principle, and the facts sustained completely by the provfs. The Peruviano was, at no 
time, the property of the United States, though for some time in their service. She had been constructed 
and equipped at private cost, and with private materials. When the goods were put on board as a place 
of deposit, she was private property. In this state she was officered, manned, and armed by the Frank- 
lin, for public purposes, and solely employed in public duty. The necessity of such a vessel to the uses 
of the squadron is obvious; was pointed out by Commodore Stewart immediately on his arrival in the 
Pacific; when an unexpected opportunity arose to obtain her, he did so, but at his own private cost, as 
he had received no express instructions to buy on public account. He informed the government that he 
had done so; her utility, and the sum she saved to the public, are proved at this trial; the Department 
has sanctioned his conduct, and paid Lieutenant Henry, who commanded her, 

Placing her in public employment did not require that the private property on board, which did not 
at all interfere wi h her storage or armament, should be thrown into the sea. They were, therefore, kept 
on board till the return of the Canton, then restored to her, and Midshipman McCauley has proved the 
goods were brought back to the United States. ; 

As to the residue of the specification, it may be briefly said that Mr. Ward went to the Franklin, not 
as “superecargo of the Canton,” but as secretary to Commodore Stewart, an office which had become 
vacant by the death of Dr. Dupuy, and which the penmanship of Mr. Ward, and his knowledge of the 
Spanish language, peculiarly qualified him to fill, He may perhaps have carried the samples on board 
the Franklin. I dare affirm the commodore did not search his secretary’s baggage to ascertain It, and if 
he had known it, it was a facility to the commerce of his country, forbidden by uo law, proper and rea- 
sonable. . 
The charges already noticed, exhibit the commodore as at once the proudest and meanest of mankind. 
At one moment he is represented assailing sovereignty itself in his audacity; at another, stooping to the 
commission of sixpenny frauds, and petty peculation that a Newgate offender would scorn to commit. 

The last charge imputes ¢o him oppression and cruelty. It consists “in confining Joshua R. Sands, 
a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, in an unusual and unnecessary manner, from the 8th October, 
1825, to the 13th April, 1824, without taking any measures to bring him to a trial for any alleged mis- 
conduct, and in continuing said oppressive and cruel conduct, subsequent to the 13th April, to the manifest 
and great injury of the health of said Sands.” : n ; 

The principle, stated in the opening of the case, would suflice to defend Commodore Stewart, if he 
sought only impunity. The exercise, however stern and rigorous, of a lawful power, can never be an 
offence against the law; for it were absurd that the law should punish that which the law authorizes. Mr. 
Sands has been convicted, by a court-martial, of the offence for which Commodore Stewart confined him. 
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If Commodore Stewart exercised his lawful authority more sternly and severely than the occasion required, 
it might,-indeed, expose him to moral, but never to judicial censure. But it will be shown that his conduct 
hroughout, merits commendation. Those who have known Commodore Siewart, in private life, will learn 
with astonishment, that under the modest and unpretending good sense, the forbearing manners, the 
amiable and kindly sentiments which have characterized him, lurked a tyrant’s temper, which could 
exercise protracted oppression, and derive a fiend-like gratification from the suffering it inflicted. 

To you, gentlemen, some of whom have known him in every situation which could test the vigor or 
permanancey of his moral principles, defence is needless. You could personally attest that his profes- 
sional life, by a rare and happy union of qualities, not easily nor often combined; the sternness of official 
authority has been so blended and attempered by personal mildness, that those who have been placed 
under his authority, obeyed not more trom duty than respect. On more than one memorable occasion, he 
has been compelled to take very decisive measures, when the subordination and discipline of the service 
were menaced, It was equally honorable to himself, and to those on whom he acted, that no personal 
ill-will was engendered by those measures, but they were afterwards, with an honorable frankness, 
But he has not chosen to call witnesses to his general 
temper and conduct to those under his command. He prefers that should rest on the testimony of the 
very person said to be the victim of his oppression. You cannot doubt his evidence when favorable to 
the accused; for if his wrongs had been great, his resentment for them has certainly been enduring, 
Appeal then to Lieutenant Sands. When asked if the general conduct of Commodore Stewart was marked 
with a cruel and oppressive temper, he replied, “Commodore Stewart’s conduct has not been cruel and 
oppressive, but the contrary. As to myself, [have met with no reprimand from him for two years that I 
served under him, except once, for swearing.” Those who have young sons in the navy will best know how 
to estimate the temper of a commander, who gave a reprimand for an impropriety, unhappily too common, 
but offensive both to good manners and good morals. 

It must be obvious, then, that Commodore Stewart’s conduct to Lieutenant Sands cannot be ascribed 


approved by those who had occasioned them. 


either to natural propensity to oppression and cruelty, or to any personal hostility to that young gentle- 
man. Let us see, then, if its cause may not be found in the temper and conduct of Lieutenant Sands 
himself. In pursuing this inquiry, the principal facts will be taken from his own statements. 

It appears that on the 7th of October, 1822, several gentlemen were guests of the ward room table, 
while the Franklin was lying in port. Licut. Hammersley, who was the superior officer, presided at the 
table. In the presence of these strangers, and of several officers of the ship, a quarrel arose between 
Lieutenants Hammersley and Sands, which preceeded so far that Mr. Sands threw a bottle at Mr. Ham- 
mersley. Who was the aggressor is not very important; but Mr. Sands has been convicted by a court- 
martial of being the offender. Heated with wine and passion, these young gentlemen immediately went 
on shore to settle the dispute by private combat. After the exchange of three shots, their ammunition 
being expended, they separated. with an engagement to renew the duel on the next morning. In this 
state of the affair, Commodore Stewart became informed of it. He instantly did what his duty as an 
officer, and what a much higher duty demanded. He determined to interpose his authority to save these 
hot-brained young men from the effects of their mistaken pride and reckless anger. Enough had been 
done to satisfy the most fastidious advocate of the point of honor, and the orders of their commander 
would have prevented all possible misconception of their failure to comply with their engagements for 
the next morning. Ie therefore sent an order, on that evening, to the parties, then on shore, requiring 
their immediate return to the ship. By Lieutenant Hammersley this order was promptly obeyed. But 
Mr. Sands (who seems to have singular ideas of obedience in naval life) not only disobeyed it and 
remained on shore, but (as if to prove that his disobedience was considerate and deliberate) sent a letter 
of refusal to his commander, His object was to prosecute the duel, and that he seems to have considered 
a sufficient reason for disregarding his order, 

On the next morning the lieutenant of marines was sent with a new order to Mr. Sands to return to 
the ship, and with instructions to use force to bring him, if needful. By this time the fermentation of 
the passions had subsided, and it might have been expected that Mr. Sands would have recollected the 
observance due to his conmander. It might have been hoped, too, that his heart would have felt some 
touch of grateful reverence for the paternal solicitude which, while it was mindful of what was due to 
notions even of fastidious honor, was exerting itself to save him from the distraction of misery his rash 
and inconsiderate courage was preparing. Not so, however, This reiterated order was not obeyed, till 
Mr. Sands, finding that the duel was prevented, consented (as he says) to go on board, 

Had Commodore Stewart been cruel and oppressive, there was much here to excite his temper; had 
he felt individual hostility towards Mr, Sands, here was an opportunity to indulge it, not only with impu- 
nity, but even under the appearance of zeal for the service. The regulations of the ship had been viola- 
ted by going, and staying, on shore without leave; the decorum of the ward room outraged; the respect 
to a superior officer contemned; a direct attack made upon his person; the commodore’s own reiterated 
orders contemned and disobeyed; yet, under all these circumstances, the only measure adopted by Com- 
modore Stewart on his coming on board, was a suspension from duty. The occasion would have merited 
more severity; less could not have been practiced without an absolute surrender of all authority. 

But even this measure, mild, indispensable, end lawful as it certainly was, had for its object, not the 
punishment of Mr. Sands, but his reformation; and with almost any other person it would have produced 
He ought to have perceived, not only the necessity, but the kindness of the restraint, 


its intended eflect. 
Instead 


and have restored himself, ina day or two, to service, by a proper apology to his commander. 
of this, on the very next day, and while under suspension, he again insulted and jostled Lieutenant Ham- 
mersley, with the manifest design of increasing the flame which Commodore Stewart was anxious to 
extinguish. On this, Lieutenant Henry, then commanding lieutenant of the ship, ordered Mr. Sands to 
confine himself to his state room. When this was officially reported to Commodore Stewart, he had no 
choice but to confirm the order, or by reversing it, impliedly to censure Lieutenant Hanmersley, and 
invite a repetition of acts which would have converted the deck of a ship-of-war into a theatre of gladi- 
ators. He would have been highly criminal had he hesitated in his choice. He confirmed the order which 
confined Lieutenant Sands to his cabin. The patience of most commanding officers would have been, by 
this time, exhausted; the ardor of most young men cooled; still, Commodore Stewart looked only to 
wholesome and temporary restraint of Mr. Sands. But that young gentleman resolved to push the forbear- 
ance of his commander to the uttermost. In examining the conduct of the parties afterwards, one knows 
not which most to wonder at, the undisguised disrespect and dogged obstinacy of Mr. Sands, or the mild 
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forbearance of his commander. In one part of it, indeed, Commodore Stewart’s feelings seemed, for a 
moment, to have been excited. But it was when a most dangerous blow was aimed at all discipline by a 
combined representation of his officers, which, under whatever specious pretext they may be formed, 
must, if tolerated, subject a commander to the direction of his inferiors, communicated in the shape of 
remonstrance and advice. But that excitement was momentary. His mind was “like the flint, which, 
rudely stricken, gives forth a hasty spark, and straight is cool again.” 

On the 9th of October, Mr. Sands sent a letter to Commodore Stewart, to say that he ‘ conceived 
himself aggrieved and oppressed,” and to charge him with “ partiality”? in not arresting Lieutenant Ham- 
mersley, though that officer was the person injured, and had not aggravated his original misconduct by 
disobedience of orders, Consulting less the sterness of official rank than his indulgent temper, the com- 
modore in his reply assured him that he had no intention to grieve or oppress him, and stated that nothing 
would give him greater pleasure than to find his conduct divested of the violations of law and order with 
which it seemed to be combined. Mr. Sands, on the same day, in another letter, quoted law authorities 
to the commodore to prove that his confinement was illegal, and politely suggested the propriety of 
endeavoring to get at facts through a medium that would have at least the appearance of a disposition 
to show him justice. Without waiting a reply to that letter, he sent another to the commodore on the 
next morning, in which he attempted to prove by argument and authority that Commodore Stewart had 
acted lawlessly and oppressively in confining him, charges him with connivance with Lieutenant Ham- 
mersley, his avowed enemy; “ protests against his conduct as illegal, oppressive, unjust, highly caleu- 
lated to arouse feelings that might have a tendency to produce conduct on which to base other charges, 
inhuman, and finally threatened an appeal to the President of the United States for redress against his 
injustice.’ This, it must be admitted, would be uncourteous language used by a young gentleman to any 
person; disrespectful, when addressed to a senior; but, addressed by a young lieutenant to his com- 
mander, was a high military offence. Indeed, if one part of it alluded—and it seemed to admit no 
other construction—to a challenge to Commodore Stewart, or an attack on his person, as not unlikely to grow 
out of his measures, it wanted nothing but combination and numbers to make it a direct act of mutiny. 
Every attempt by inferiors to intimidate and to force him from his measures is mutinous. No considera- 
tions shall ever tempt me to become the apologist of military tyranny. I am entirely convinced that 
tyranny is not discipline, and that no mistake can be more fatal to the army or navy than the belief 
that unrestrained violence and unbridled power in a commander contribute to their efficacy. Such a 
system of command may make obsequious slaves, but heroes never. But it is folly to extend to military 
life the maxims and manners of personal equality. Countenance the idea in the navy that your inferior 
officers may use such language to their commanders in the actual exercise of duty, and, depend on it, you 
will have no victories to boast hereafter. 

Tlie insubordinate disposition of Mr. Sands has been, perhaps, sufficiently exhibited already; but 
follow him on, and take his own account of matters. Finding Mr, Sands, instead of becoming more 
temperate and considerate in the opportunities afforded him for reflection, was becoming more disrespect- 
ful—desirous to ascertain by judicial inquiry whether Mr. Hammersley’s official report of his conduct 
was in any particular misstated or exaggerated, as Mr. Sands had intimated, Commodore Stewart, on the 
10th of October, directed a court of inquiry to examine the case; by Mr. Sands’ own account, he imme- 
diately quarreled with that court and the judge advocate; charged them with keeping an unfair record, 
and protested against their proceedings. The sickness of the president and a member of the court, 
suspended its proceedings. Here, again, Mr. Sands’ want of self-control appeared. By his own acknow- 
ledgment before you, he sent, without the slightest provocation, an irrascibie and offensive message to a 
member of the court, and in a subsequent conversation grossly insulted him. 

When the commodore found that the proceedings of the court of inquiry would probably be long 
suspended by the indisposition of its members, the kindness of his temper led him to overlook the con- 
temptuous language of his letters and to endeavor to release him without endangering the harmony of his 
officers. On the 18th of October he addressed a letter to Mr. Sands, in which, after stating that the con- 
tinued indisposition of the president rendered it improbable that he would be able again to preside at the 
court of inquiry, and expressing his regret there should be any necessity for the restraint under which he 
had been placed, he proposed to release Mr. Sands from his unpleasant situation on his giving his word 
of honor that he would not “ provoke, molest or impede Lieutenant Hammersley or any other officer of the 
ship until his case was finally decided.”” Instead of accepting the proffered indulgence on these reason- 
able terms, in his reply of the same date he said: ‘As in no instance have I been the aggressor in the 
differences existing between Mr. Hammersley and myself, so T pledge to you my honor not to do anything 
but defend myself from the injuries he or any other man may choose to offer me.” Commodore Stewart 
perceived, as he believed, that the pledge offered by Mr. Sands was not likely to attain the object he 
wished. His views will be seen in his reply, which I beg leave to read in ertenso. (See letter marked 
§ No. 9, in document 10.) 

Mr. Sands refused to accede to the terms offered by Commodore Stewart and closed the correspond- 
ence by a letter of the 20th of October, in which he says to the commodore, ‘‘rank or station in life will 
not prevent men from commission of faults; is it gencrous to follow with vindictive measures the man we 
have already in our power? [answer not.” It is in proof that after this Mr. Sands knew in various 
modes that he could at any time be relieved by giving the pledge required, but he pertinaciously refused, 
in the persuasion that his commander would ultimately submit and take the pledge in the terms he had 
been pleased to offer rather than prolong his confinement. If he had experienced inconvenience, let him 
charge it to his own sullen obstinacy. 

Mr. Sands has told the covrt that the pledge he offered to give was substantially the same that the 
commodore required; why thea did he stickle so much about the form? he knew that Commodore Stewart 
believed them to differ; if he really meant to accede to the substance of the pledge, why did he not yield 
with grace and dignity, and accept the indulgence in the way in which it had been offered; why insist 
that his own terms and not those used by the commodore shouid be adopted? He could have been influ. 
enced by one motive only—a desire to obtain a petty triumph over his commander. 

But the assurance required by the commodore was not “substantially the same” with that which 
Mr. Sands was willing to give. The former would have presented not only a renewal of old hostilities, 
but all new excitements between Lieutenants Hammersley and Sands, the latter would have left an oppor- 
tunity for new disagreements. Passion is seldom either just or discriminating; a look, a word, or even 
silence, may be easily construed by ingenious hatred into insult. 
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The privilege which Mr. Sands reserved to himself, of determining what were injuries and of defend- 
ing himself from them, would have led to the very mischief which Commodore Stewart intended to prevent; 
and that Mr. Sands intended by changing the words of the assurance not to restrict himself, as was wished, 
is partially proved by his letters of the 19th and 20th of October. In them he docs not once insinuate 
that his acceptance was intended to be coextensive with the offer made; on the contrary, he refused to 
accede to the offer of the commodore for the very reason that it went farther than he could consent to go, 

He clearly manifested that he meant to reserve to himself a right which would have led to new vio- 
lence. His words are “ to pledge myself to show no resistance to indignities offered I cannot do, when I 
recollect the narrow limits assigned me by your order of the 8th instant were attempted to be abridged 
by a man who would not, under the privilege now held out to me, long want a pretext for again rendering 
it necessary for you to order close confinement.” 

You will remember in what this pretended abridgment of his limits consisted, and it is obvious that 
the privilege of jostling Lieutenant Hammersley on a similar occasion was intended to be reserved by 
Mr. Sands in his pledge; yet that was the very thing which it was the duty of Commodore Stewart to 
prevent. 

The idea held out by Mr. Sands, that under the pledge asked by Commodore Stewart he would have 
been left exposed to degrading insults which he could not resent, is unfounded and absurd; no pledge 
would have taken from him the imprescriptable right of self-defence against actual violence; and he had 
the highest possible security against insult of any sort from that sentiment of honor which teaches every 
man that to offer indignity to one pledged not to resent it is base and cowardly. It would have cost 
Lieutenant Hammersley his commission had he dared to outrage Mr. Sands in that condition. More time 
has been taken in explaining the origin of this affair than it merited; but the charge of cruelty and 
oppression is so injurious to an officer, so odious in an individual, that it was proper to examine it some- 
what in detail. Those who know how difficult it is to subdue the pride, the self-will, and headstrong 
passions of youth, to the order and obedience essential to military life, will not be surprised that after a 
three years’ cruise ina ship of the line some individuals should complain of severity. It is no slight proof 
of the paternal and mild administration of Commodore Stewart that one only has complained. — The 
motives of his original interference the most considerate will most approve. His subsequent measures 
were forced upon him by the unyielding temper of Mr, Sands. 

It may possibly be said that Commodore 8. protracted his trial unnecessarily, and therefore oppres- 
sively. The answer is simple, and must be satisfactory. The report of the court of inquiry ascertained 
judicially Mr. Sands’ impropriety; that, therefore, gave him no new claim to indulgence. The squadron did 
not furnish officers sufficient to form a court-nartial. The three members of the court of inquiry could 
not sit on the court-martial, for they had formed and expressed an opinion on the proofs. Licutenant 
Hammersley was incompetent, being both a witness and a party; one officer had perished in a boat; 
Lieutenant Mayo had come to the United States; five officers, the smallest number for a court, could not 
be obtained until the arrival of the United States, under Captain Hull. Immediately after a court-martial 
was called; that court found Mr. Sands guilty, but its proceedings were irregular and illegal, and, 
moreover, the punishment inflicted was not such as the case required; the court undertaking to exercise 
a power of mitigation belonging to another department. 

Commodore Stewart, exerting his undoubted authority, disapproved the sentence. The proceedings 
have been laid before the government, who have not thought proper to reverse the Commodore’s decision; 
and in point of law Mr. Sands is still under prosecution; that he is not prosecuted, in fact, le owes to the 
lenity of the government. 

The opinion of the court-martial in the Pacific was not promulgated, because it was not a final 
sentence, and, being unfavorable to Mr. Sands, its promulgation might have injured him on another trial. 

The specification says that the confinement was ‘to the manifest and great injury of the health of 
Mr. Sands; if that were true, Mr. Sands should attribute it to his own obstinacy, not to Commodore 
Stewart, whose duty imposed the restraint. But it is untrue; he never was on the sick report, nor was it 
made known to Commodore Stewart that he was actually sick; that his confinement was unpleasant, that 
he would have found it more agreeable to frolic on shore, as he proposed, is true. But Mr. Sands’ military 
condition required a physician. We do not give comfits as medicine. If the dose he received was nau- 
seous, it was necessary, and it is to be hoped will prove to have been wholesome. 

In the defence of his own conduct, Commodore Stewart has been compelled to exhibit that of Mr. 
Sands in no attractive form; but he would not do justice to his own feelings if he allowed any impression 
to be made to the permanent injury of that young gentleman; he has said always, and now repeats, that 
he is an officer of promise. 

The wildest and most mettlesome colts generally prove the best horses, but they require the severest 
discipline of the menage; they must feel the curb and the spur often and severely to render them tractable 
and obedient to the voice of their rider. The excellent good sense of Mr. Sands cannot fail to teach him 
sooner or later that a dignified obedience in military life is not irreconcilable with a manly and intrepid 
spirit, and that he who hopes to command with distinction must first learn to obey. He will then find fitter 
objects for that intrepidity of spirit which courts danger and that indomitable constancy which never 
yields. He will then thank his commander for the painful but instructive lesson taught him in the 
Pacific. 

I have now, sir, taken a review of every offence imputed to the accused. It has been more protracted, 
perhaps desultory, than it should have been, but that may in some measure be ascribed to the number 
and variety of the matters embraced by it. The conduct of no officer has hitherto been exposed to an 
analysis so minute. 

There may perhaps be found in his conduct some alloy inseparable from humanity, but much rich and 
pure ore will be discovered by the process; it is for you to announce the result. 

Gentlemen, this entire nation awaits your decision with intense anxiety; the most precious of her 
gems is her naval renown; to it she chiefly owes that elevation of national sentiment, that lofty tone of 
conscious worth, which constitute the chief power of every government, without which republics perish. 

If Commodore Stewart has sinned as this prosecution supposes, be is alike dangerous for his audacity, 
hateful for his cruelty, contemptible for his meanness; your oaths, your personal integrity, the reputation 
of the navy, the honor of our beloved country, demand his punishment. It would indeed have been better 
had he fallen as a gallant officer would wish to fall, at the close of some battle made memorable by his 
valor and skill; the triumphant banner of his country waving over him; the ocean his grave; his epitaph 
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written by a nation’s gratitude. Such a fate would have been in keeping with his former renown. But 
let no thought of this unnerve you; if he be guilty, strike, and strike fearlessly. The punishment of his 
offences will promote the interests of his country not less than his victories contributed to her renown; 
the navy will be purified from his contamination, the dignity of the law will be maintained, and an exam- 
ple will be given, salutary and striking, that no length of service, no rank, no splendor of naval or military 
achievement, will stay the arm of public justice. 

But if he shall sustain this fiery ordeal, your own high-minded and generous sentiments will suggest 
what is due to his reputation and his feelings. You will not, with niggard hand, give to him a cold and 
grudging acquittal; but you will replace his laurels, green and fresh as when the hand of Congress 
placed them on his brow; you will restore with honor to the navy one to whom the navy is so largely 
indebted for its honors; you will give to your country the precious privilege of recounting her naval 
actions, without a blush for the crimes of those who achieved them. 





Navy Department, September 5, 1825. 

Sir: T enclose to you the judgment of the court-martial, which the President of the United States 
has approved, acquitting you most honorably of all the charges which have been made against you, 
and of which the government has been apprised, while you commanded the squadron in the Pacific. The 
number aud nature of the charges, and the character of those who presented them, were such that an 
inquiry was demanded, by your own honor, and the duty which the government owed itself and the 
interests of the nation. The result of the investigation has been satisfactory to the Executive, will be 
useful to the public, and honorable to yourself. It has furnished a conclusive answer to public and to 
private accusation, and redeemed your fame from reproach; a fame heretofore dear to your country, and 
hereafter to become still more precious. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Captain Cuas. Srewart, U.S. Navy, Washington. 


Wasuineton, September 7, 1825. 

Sir: Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, covering the 
judgment of the court-martial, which has been approved by the President of the United States. 

For this early attention, and the very flattering manner in which you have been pleased to make the 
communication, 1 beg leave to tender to you my sincere thanks; as also, for the time you have accorded, 
and the facilities you have afforded me to defend myself against such a variety of matter, set afloat at 
periods and places so distant. 

That the late Executive Government believed it due to itself and the interests of the nation, to have 
the allegations against me fully inquired into, I am most willing to believe; but that my own honor 
demanded and required the investigation, I have been furnished with no lights or means to enable me to 
form a judgment. If the character of those who ‘laid or presented these odicus charges is such as to 
leave no grounds to suppose they were actuated by the worst and vilest motive, it appears to me 
to belong to that justice the government owes itself, to make it manifest. But if, on the other hand, 
they shall appear to have been based on the most corrupt principles of the human heart, and to have 
emanated from the most impure sources, ‘‘whose rankness smells to heaven,” the government then owes it to 
the honor of this nation to exhibit them to the world, and, in imitation of divine justice, set a mark on the 
wretches, Should they be found attached to the civil departments of the administration, the purity of 
those departments would seem to require their expulsion, But should they be found in the bosom of the 
navy, (where I believe they can only be found,) then how essential it is to its future welfare and glory, 
that such disorganizing characters, such disgraceful, unworthy associates in arms, should no longer be 
permitted to hang on the skirts of the mantle, with which its former virtues and valor have covered it. 

Next to an approving conscience, | know of no circumstance that could be more gratifying to me 
than to learn that the result of this investigation has been satisfactory to the President, and is in accord 
with his virtues and principles of justice. 

On the restoration of my health, and the removal of my arrest, I shall have the honor to renew to 
you, in person, the high consideration and respect with which 

I remain, &c., &e., 
(Signed) C. STEWART. 

The Hon. Saw’n L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Nayy Department, September 7, 1825. 


Sir: I have this moment received your letter of this day’s date, and, as I am about leaving the city, 
for a short time, with General Lafayette, hasten to reply to it. 

Your arrest was matter of form, for the purposes of trial only. Your sword was not demanded, and 
therefore cannot be returned to you; and when I communicated to you the judgment of the court- 
martial, it did not occur to me that it was necessary to say anything respecting your arrest. You are, 
from the date of my letter of the 5th inst., in all respects relieved from that arrest, and restored to your 
standing in the service. The principal charges against you rested upon the authority of more than one 
foreign government, and of individuals of respectable standing, and these were corroborated by rumors 
and representations from a great variety of sources, which had also reached, and as I believed, seriously 
affected the public mind, as regarded your conduct and reputation. Hence the remark in my letter, that 
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the inquiry was demanded by your own honor, and the duty the government owed to itself and the 
interests of the nation. In no other way could the truth be sufficiently established, and accomplish all 
the objects presented by the case. The government cannot discover the motives of those who made the 
charges, so as to determine that it resulted from “the corrupt principles of the human heart,” nor ig 
there at this time, either in the civil department of the government, or in the navy, any one against whom 
it could present a distinct accusation of such principles, or upon whom it could with propriety act with 
a view to punishment. If there be any one, within your knowledge, who is culpable, and deserves pun- 
ishment, and you will furnish charges against him, they shall be examined and investigated, with the 
same regard for truth and the public interests which has influenced the government in the course which 
has been pursued toward yourself, 

I am, respectfully, &c., &c., 

(Signed ) 

Captain CuarLes Srewart, U. S. Navy, Washington. 


SAMUEL L, SOUTHARD. 





[Translation.] 
Decree of San Martin. 


To obviate all difficulties that might arise in future between the commanders of vessels-of-war 
belonging to neutral nations, and the government of the country, in regard to the rights that foreigners 
residing therein enjoy, and the obligations which they contract during their residence, I have decreed as 
follows: 

First. Foreigners resident in the country possess the same rights as its citizens to the protection of 
the government and the laws, in whose eye there is no respect of persons. 

Second. Foreigners, consequently, are subject to the laws of the country, and the orders of govern- 
ment, without the right of demanding the interference of the commanders of the vessels-of-war, or the 
consuls of their nation; there being but one case in which, by the law of nations, the demand may be 
made, that is an open violation of their laws. 

Third. Foreigners, resident in the country, are obliged to take arms for maintaining internal tran- 
quillity, but not for waging war against the Spaniards, while they preserve the character of neutrals. 

Fourth. Foreigners are obliged to bear the burdens and pay the contributions of the other inhabi- 
tants of the State, proportionably to their possessions, and the advantages they derive from a free exer- 
cise of their profession. 

Let this be published as a law, and communicated to whomsvever it may concern. 

Given at the Protectoral palace of Lima, on the 17th of October, 1821. 

SAN MARTIN. 


dy order of his excellency: 
3eRNARDO MOoNTEAGUDO. 


It is a copy. 
(Signed ) 


VALDIVIE. 


Arequipa, June 3, 1822. 
To the commanding officer of the United States naval forces: 

My Dear Sir: The communication which you were pleased to address me, informing me of your late 
arrival on this coast, affords me an occasion of offering you my respects, and of intimating to you that 
I have transmitted your letter to his excellency the Viceroy, whose reply I await. I proffer you the 
assurances of a sincere disposition to serve you, and I pray you to believe that your commands will be 
executed with pleasure, by 

Your very devoted and respectful servant, 
(Signed ) 


JUAN RAMIREZ. 





[Translation. ] 
. Hrap-Quarrers at Arrauipa, June 29, 1822. 
To the commanding officer of the naval forces of the United States in the Pacific: 

I made you my respects when at Arica, intending at a future period to communicate to you the reply 
of his excellency the Viceroy to your letter, in relation to a proposed arrangement for the benefit of com- 
merce, and the advantage of the nations which we represent. This reply I] have not yet received, and I 
have been notified of the arrival, at Quilca, of the ship Franklin, under your command. As this port is 
contiguous to my head-quarters, I venture to renew to you my consideration, the expression of which I 
have confided to an officer. The opportunity of serving you personally, to the extent of my power, would 
afford me sincere pleasure and the highest honor; bat Iam compelled, before I can realize this pleasure, 
to solicit your generosity and protection, in favor of a general, who, after having faithfully discharged 
his duties, and become exhausted by service, has obtained a passport to return to Europe, desirous of 
embracing his family. Everything depends on your determination to grant me his protection, in so 
proper an object, which would by no means compromit your neutrality towards the parties in America — I 
pray you, therefore, to grant it him, from the dictate of your generosity, and for the sake of the media- 
tion of his friend Smith, who, I have no doubt, will interpose in his favor, 

God preserve you many years. 


(Signed) JUAN RAMIREZ. 
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[Translation.] 
' Lima, August 138, 1822. 
To the commanding officer of the United States ship Franklin: 

The secretary of the State of Peru, in the name of the Supreme Director, has the honor to reply to 
the note of the commander of the United States ship Franklin, of the 9th inst., in relation to a claim for 
the brig Macedonian and her cargo, I have to observe that, by the 2d article of the protectoral decree 
of Peru, of the 17th of October, ult., published in the accompanying gazette, the interference of com- 
manders of vessels-of-war, or of consuls, can be admitted only in cases where the laws of nations have 
been openly violated; and that, therefore, it cannot be exercised when persunal interests alone are con- 
cerned; which, in the present case, have been defended by the parties in a court of justice, and decided 
according to the laws of the country. 

The secretary of state would conceive that the note of the commodore has now been answered, but 
that the high consideration due from the government of Peru to that of the United States, from a simi- 
larity of principles in their glorious revolutions, and the sincere desire of preserving their respective 
rights, has established between them mutual relations of frankness and good intelligence. These con- 
siderations have determined the secretary of state to make known to the commodore, that the brig Mace- 
donian was sequestrated as the property of the fugitive Spaniard, Don José Arismendi, who gained more 
by this vessel and her cargo than the whole amount of her value; that the permission for this brig to sail 
from Canton to the port of Callao with her cargo, was obtained from the enemy by this Arismendi and 
Captain Smith, in consideration of $100,000, $25,000 as a donation, and $75,000 in advance for payment 
of duties, to be applied to the maintenance of the war, in open violation of the neutrality which Smith 
should have religiously observed: that, on the arrival of the vessel from the Puertos Intermedios, several 
of the crew were taken from on board, and detained to answer in a judicial process, to the conduct and 
termination of which they were absolutely necessary; which act cannot be considered oppressive: that, 
the vessel having been declared to belong to the State of Peru, by the judge of sequestrations, to whom 
the case was referred, after the decision of the high court of justice, the flag of Peru could properly have 
been hoisted thereon, and she employed in the service of the State: that the sentence pronounced by the 
judge in the usual form, is legal, and conformable to the order observed in trials, and is not an arbitrary 
act, or secret and iniquitous means of deciding the fortunes of an individual; and finally, that the parties 
interested, having made their protests, have the power of appealing to the proper judicial tribunals, 
which alone are competent to pronounce a decision on the present case, 

The secretary of state, with the present occasion, proffers to the commander of the United States 
ship Franklin the sentiments of lis esteem and consideration, subscribing himself, 


His obedient servant, 
(Signed) FRANCISCO VALDIVIE. 





[Translation.] 
Lima, September 10, 1822. 
To Commodore Charles Stewart, commanding United States ship Franklin: 

The secretary of state of Peru has delayed a reply to Commodore Stewart’s note of the 20th of 
August last, in relation to the brig Macedonia, in consequence of having received at a late period the 
proceedings in the case before the court to which it was brought, and because of his wish to communi- 
cate some facts that might prove to Commodore Stewart how little merit this case possesses, which he 
seems disposed to advocate. 

The subject is one in no wise national. It concerns, exclusively, personal and private interests, 
commercial matters and agreements between E, Smith, a citizen of the United States, and the fugitive 
Spaniard, D, José Arismendi, whose property now belongs to the State of Peru. This matter, therefore, 
cannot be subject of official correspondence between the governments of the United States and Peru; its 
cognizance belongs to the judicial power, those interested being the only legitimate parties for prose- 
cuting or opposing their claims before the proper tribunals. 

This opinion is in conformity with the law of nations, and with the protectoral decree of the 17th of 
September ult., a certified copy of which is herewith enclosed. Its provisions extend not only to foreigners 
settled in the State, but also to transient traders in the country, which require that every foreigner 
speculating or importing goods shall submit to the laws of the State that govern in commercial transac- 
tions. The private interests of transient foreigners would otherwise destroy the system and order of 
commerce established in the State, and public right would be defrauded by individual property. By the 
above protectoral decree this property cannot be claimed by the commanders of the vessels-of-war of 
neutral nations; but the parties interested, if they conceive themselves aggrieved, may, as before said, 
have recourse in suit before the proper tribunals. 

What Mr. Smith pleads, under pretext of a hearing having been denied him, is without foundation; 
for inasmuch as this was fully granted to Horre, the supercargo of the Macedonian, who was the legal 
representative of the concern, and who appeared by attorney in the cause, having been regularly informed 
of the proceedings, the judgment pronounced is legal, and the time specified by law having expired, the 
judgment from his default was regularly confirmed and executed. 

The brig Macedonian and that part of her cargo which was brought to Callao was justly seized and 
sequestered as the property of the Spaniard Arismendi. Commodore Stewart will perceive by documents 
numbers 11 and 12, herewith transmitted to him by the seeretary of state, that one-half of the hull of the 
brig was purchased of D. Felipe Mercier by Arismendi, for $15,000; that he moreover gave to the Spanish 
government in Peru, $100,000 for permission to bring his goods from Canton to the port of Callao; and 
that he gave $25,000 as a donation, and $75,000 in payment of duties accruing upon the cargo of the 
Macedonian. These facts will also appear from the paper connected with document No. 13. 

Although Arismendi, in the second part of his instructions to his agents at Arequipa, No. 12, notified 
them (doubiless to avoid consequences) that he had not been able to fulfill the contract, No. 14, of depo- 
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siting $50,000 on board the brig Macedonian, at San Blas, it nevertheless appears from the depositions 
of the c captain and pilot of the vessel, copies of which are found with Nos. 15 and 16, that money and 
silver bullion was taken from the vensel at Canton. Until Smith shall have proved a diffe ‘rent ownership 
of this money and silver, it is fair to presume that Arismendi performed his contract, being indebted, 
according to his instructions, in the sum of $100,000, and also of $25,000 as owner of one-half of the brig, 


and of $3,500 due to Smith for the expenses of the e xpedition, 

That the interest of Arismendi in the brig Macedonian and her cargo was great, is evident. The 
most valuable and largest part of her cargo having been sold in the Interme dios, and the claims of Juan 
S. Ellory for the half of the vessel, as we ‘ll as the adve ‘ntures and profits of the interested parties being 
satisfied, it cannot be doubted that the sequestration of the brig and part of her cargo did not cover the 
interest of Arismendi and the other parties concerned. 

To this simple exposition of facts, Smith can have nothing to oppose; and in this affair he is more- 
over chargeable with a want of due observance of neutrality. In contracting with Arismendi he was 
informed of the steps that had been taken to procure license, and he entered into a negotiation which 
could not be executed without an obligation to furnish the Spaniards with several thousands of dollars, 
destined to support the war. This is certainly at variance with a punctilicus observance of strict 
neutrality. 

The detention of a small part of the crew has been magnified into oppression. This is far from being 
true, and the detention was only intended for the procurement of the truth, which cannot always ie 
elicited when witnesses are at liberty to make depositions. The crew of the Macedonia that was detained 
suffered no violence, and were liberated as soon as the truth was discovered. 

From a view of the whole case, it appears that the brig Macedonia was legally sequestrated as the 
property of the Spaniard, Arismendi, whose interest in the enterprise was not destroyed by the confiscation 
of the vessel, having satisfied with profit the parties coucerned by sales at Arica of the largest and most 
valuable part of the cargo; that Smith was privy to the contract of Arismendi with the Spanish govern- 
ment, then at Lima, to furnish a considerable sum of money for the prosecution of the war, and entered 
into a negotiation which could not have permitted an observance of strict neutrality; that Arismendi 
owned one-half of the vessel, and should have received advantages proportioned to the $50,00°', which on 
the testimony of the captain and pilot of the Macedonia, he ordered to be landed at San Blas, from 
which port the brig transported to Canton a considerable sum of money and bullion; that the crew have 
suffered no great inconvenience, nor any evil separate from the peculiar circumstances attending the 
sequestration; that the trial was conducted and concluded with the attendance and defence of those who 
represented the rightful parties; and that finally, if these parties have any remonstrance to make against 
it, they should prefer it before the proper tribunals, where their legal demands will be admiited, as this 
subject does not belong to the governments of the United States and Peru, nor is it worthy the attention 


of the commander of the ship Franklin. 
The secretary of state on this occasion renews to Commodore Stewart the high considerations of the 


esteem with which he subscribes himsclf 


His obedient servant, 
FRANCISCO VALDIVIE. 


(Signed ) 


[Translation.] 


Heap-Quarrers at Catiao, June 29, 1823. 


To Commodore Stewart, of the United States ship Franklin: 

In the exercise of the full powers conferred on me by the sovereign congress of Peru, and finding 
the ports from Piseo to Chancay, inclusive, occupied by Spanish forces, | have issued orders that they be 
considered in a state of bloc kade, under the same principles and conditions prescribed in the supreme 
decrees of the President of this republic, declaring the ports between Pisco and Iquique to be in a state 
of blockade. 

The commanding officer of the United States naval forces in this harbor will be pleased to notify the 
citizens of the United States, within his authority, of this order; and it is believed, that the application 
of the common law of nations to the peculiar circumstances that have induced the present decree, will be 
regarded and rigidly observed. 

I pray the commanding officer of the United States naval forces to accept expressions of my high 
esteem. 

By order of his excellency the general-in-chief. 
(Signed ) R. ALVARADO. 


[Translation. ] 


Hrap-Quarters AT Catiao, July 8, 1823. 
’ ¥ 9, 


To Commodore Stewart, of the United States ship Franklin: 
The government of Peru having declared the western coast of the Pacific in a state of blockade, being 
eceupied by a Spauish force, upon the same principles that make similar declarations by the most 
civilized nations against their enemies legal, I should consider it superfluous to add observations in reply 
to your note of the 80th June, for I cannot persuade myself that upon a closer examination of the subject 
you will fail to perceive the lew: lity of the above bloc kade, which Sir Thomas Hardy, the commander of 
the British forces, recognized when he visited these ports. It may also be e xpected of you to acquiesce 
in the blockade of the ports comprehended between Pisco and C hancay, as did Captain Prescot of H. B. 
M. frigate Aurora, when notified of it, the principles of which you have been pleased peremptorily to 
pronounce new, 


Without attempting then to discuss the question of right to blockade the coasts in possession of the 
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enemies of the republic, I will be permitted to remind you, that as a marine force sufficient to enforce 
the blockade of these coasts can be employed, and as the Spaniards have none to break it, it is not with 
neutrals to determine whether or not the force be competent to cause the blockade to be respected. It is 
well known that, by the common law of nations, the notification of a blockade by a schooner, legally 
armed and commissioned, is of as much force as if proclaimed by the commander of a ship. 

A sufficient naval force having been destined to enforce the blockade, and as the Spaniards have not 
even a barge at command, in all the Pacific, I flatter myself that you and every other commander of 
United States vessels, as also those of his Britannic Majesty, will observe these principles, in preserving 
a rigorous neutrality. We shall then have the pleasure of seeing the good intelligence that subsists 
between the republic of the north and those of the south, confirmed by its officers, in a similarity of prin- 
ciples adopted in relation to this important matter, 

If, however, we should unhappily witness conduct of yours opposed to the blockade that has been 
laid, and completely enforced, by the government of Peru, we shall be obliged to claim of the government 
of the United States for acts, in violation of strict neutrality, of the just rights of the nation, and in pre- 
judice of its independence. 

Be pleased to accept my sincere respects. 


(Signed) A. DE SUCRE. 





[Translation.] 


To the commanding officer of the United States naval forces in the Pacific: 

The military commandant at Quilca informs me that at 2 o’clock, P. M., the United States ship 
Franklin came to anchor, and her commander went on shore to pay his respects to the general-in-chief, 
through him, which was done with great politeness. The commandant says he returned these civilities 
in my name, to the commodore, who said he would sail the same day, but would return within eight days. 

The following extract is from the same place and person: ‘The commander of the United States 
ship Franklin, on his return to the ship from this port, took in tow the launch of the schooner Quintanilla, 
anchored within a stone’s throw of the shore, without having condescended to advise me of his resolution, 
who am the public commander of this port.” 

From Molliendo, under date of the 4th, the military commandant writes to me as follows: ‘At 9 o’clock 
this morning, six barges, equipped and armed with one hundred and thirty men from the United States 
ship Franklin, came into this port for the purpose of pursuing and capturing the privateer belonging to 
Chiloe. The ship and a schooner were yesterday discovered at a distance in chase of this privateer, but 
she, by fast sailing, easily escaped from them. The commanding officer, who has come on shore, assures 
me that the ship will anchor here to-day.” 

From the same place, and under the same date, a letter reads as follows: 

“6 o'clock, P. M.—The ship Franklin has set her sails, and taken on board the six barges which I 
reported to you, in an official communication, as having anchored in this harbor this morning. The 
Franklin has directed her course towards Quilca. The Spanish privateer escaped from her, and sailed in 
the direction of Arica. A brig and schooner, armed and equipped by the commodore, have gone in chase, 
with orders to pursue and capture her.” 

These evident facts, commodore, occasion me great perplexity. On the one hand, the United States 
ship Franklin is seen, commanded by an officer who has sustained the most exalted character for pru- 
dence, circumspection, and other commendable qualities, and the government of that nation, which I 
have always considered as possessing good faith like an inherent virtue, in perfect harmony with the 
government of Spain; and on the other hand are exhibited the foregoing facts, wholly inconsistent. 

I am persuaded that some strong motive of which I] am ignorant, or which I do not comprehend, 
induced you to act as you have. But whatever it may have been, I cannot conceive of any just reason 
but a state of war between your government and mine, of which, if it do exist, I have not been 
apprised. If it do not exist, what reason can you propose sufficient to justify your conduct towards 
the schooner Quintanilla, which, of itself, might disturb the good intelligence subsisting between the 
United States and Spain? But suppose that the captain of this schooner may have committed acts of 
violence upon the vessels or commerce of the United States; has there been to this moment any claim 
presented by a citizen of those States, or by yourself? If justice and good faith are to be observed, 
should not a demand have been made before you assumed the infliction of vengeance? This should have 
been done, for a greater reason, because you could not have doubted, without injustice to the Spanish 
government in Peru, that your just complaints would be heard. But you preferred to use the law of 
force, opposed to all the principles of society and of nations, thereby doing great injury to Spain. 

If your conduct towards the Quintanilla was not induced, as has been suggested, 1 am unwilling to 
believe that it arose from the supposition of her being a pirate, and not furnished with a commission. 
The captain of the schooner has a commission from the Governor of Chiloe, which can be shown; this, I 
trust, you will not consider insufficient, nor will I do you the injustice to believe that you will excuse, by 
this frivolous apology, a proceeding of important consequences, and which may interrupt the harmony 
and peace subsisting between friendly nations. 

But whatever may have been your motives for pursuing, capturing or sinking the schooner Quinta- 
nilla, what reason can you assizn for having taken a barge out of a port subject to Spanish arms, without 
giving information of it to the military commandant, with whom you had, but a moment previously, been 
conversing, having gone on shore under the honorable pretext of paying your respects to the government? 
What right had you for considering the barge as belonging to the Quintanilla, or any other vessel, whilst 
under the protection of the Spanish government, and had failed in no duty to the Spanish nation, nor offended 
against it? This act, commodore, I cannot but regard as a violation of the law of nations. The affair 
demands to be fully explained, and satisfaction to be made that shall remove unfavorable opinions that 
may have been formed. I hope, at the same time, that you will direct the barge to be returned to the 
place whence it was taken; and I may venture to assure you, in the name of his excellency, the 
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Viceroy, that whatever complaints you may have against the schooner Quintanilla shall be heard and 
satisfied. The foregoing I shall submit to his excellency, the Viceroy, that, with his approbation, that 
course may be pursued which justice may dictate in so delicate an affair, 
God preserve you many years, 
(Signed ) 
Yura, January 7, 1824. 


GERONIMO VALDES. 





(Translation. ] 


To Commodore Stewart, of the United States ship Franklin: 

With your letter of the 16th ultimo I received the copy you were pleased to enclose, of the treaties 
concluded between the United States and Spain, on the 27th of October, 1795, and your reply to Don 
Geronimo Valdes, general-in-chief of the army of the south, who addressed you a letter in relation to the 
motives that had induced you to pursue the Spanish privateer, Quintanilla, armed at Chiloe. 

Informed of everything connected with the subject, 1 must say to you that there appears to have 
existed no reason why this privateer should have been considered as a pirate. By the royal order of 
February 8, 1816, a copy of which, certified by my secretary, I enclose to you, it will be seen that his 
Catholic Majesty, in consequence of the situation of these countries, grants to his subjects of Spain and 
America the power of arming their vessels at pleasure. The Quintanilla, therefore, or any vessel sailing 
in these seas as a privateer against the rebels or dissidents, cannot be considered as a pirate, having 
been commissioned by the legitimate authority of Spain. This is required by the war waged by the 
dissidents and the peculiar situation of these ultra-marine possessions. 

I have before me the privateering ordinance of the year 1801, with which that of 1805, referred to 
in the above royal order, agrees; and as this ordinance of 1801 prescribes the regulations to be observed 
by privateers, | have transmitted a copy of it to the Governor of Chiloe, that it may be minutely enforced, 
and difficulties prevented. I would remark to you, that as the nineteenth article of this privateering 
ordinance authorizes privateers to visit merchant vessels of every nation, and to compel them to exhibit 
their commissions, passports, documents of ownership and bills of lading, &ec., and if resistance should 
be made to this regular examination, to execute it by force, what you cite cannot be valid, nor can 
the articles of the treaty of October 27, 1795, between the United States and Spain; for it does not 
appear that it was ratified in all its parts by his Catholic Majesty in 1821. It follows, of consequence, 
therefore, that the privateering ordinance of 1801, being posterior to the treaty of 1795, to which you 
refer, must be in force. 

Whatever may have been the conduct of the captain of the Chiloean privateer, the Quintanilla, it 
was not sufficient reason that you should have pursued her as an enemy. The criminal conduct of an 
individual, according to the law of nations, not legally proved, gives no other action than a demand for 
reparation of offences committed against the citizens of his nation; or rather a demand against the 
authorities of his Catholic Majesty, who would immediately have ordered the necessary measures to be 
taken for the punishment of the offender, and the just satisfaction of their claims to the complainants. 

The case of the ship Arab, which you have mentioned to me, I believe has been settled, as appears 
from the enclosed copy of a letter from the Governor of Chiloe to his excellency, the general-in-chief of 
the army of the north, Don Jose Canterac. But if Williams, the interested party, have any further claim, 
let him make it in proper form, that justice may be rendered. 

The notoriety of certain acts justifies ne in suggesting to you that the dissidents of these countries 
have been treated with a consideration, both by the officers of the United States naval forces and by 
those of other nations, neutral towards Spain, which is not consisteut with strict neutrality. It is well 
known that American, English and other merchant vessels are detained by armed vessels of the dissidents, 
who will not suffer them to unload at any port but at the one they may direct; that these vessels convey 
to the rebels munitions, arms, clothing for troops, and other articles of war; and that they afford 
transports to the expeditions against those who are here defending the rights of the nation and of the 
King. Aware of these facts, it is expected that you, who are so solicitous for the preservation of the 
rights of nations and of neutrality, will use measures to secure your fellow citizens from the attendant 
consequences; for you know, that it is not within my power or my duty to restore any vessel that shall 
be taken by a Spanish privateer, under commission from a legitimate authority, while transporting the 
rebel troops, or conveying to them arms and munitions of war. As the Viceroy and Captain General of 
Peru for his Catholic Majesty, I am authorized by the laws and various royal orders to use whatever 
means I may judge to be proper, for preserving these countries an integral part of the monarchy. 

The character for virtues which you sustain induces the hope that the facts and reasons advanced 
will cause every difficulty to be removed, that might affect the consideration due to the citizens of the 
United States, or disturb the relations that subsist between the two nations. 

God preserve you many years. 

(Signed ) 
Cuzco, February 4, 1824. 


JOSE DE LA SERNA. 


[Translation.] 


To Commodore Charles Stewart, commanding United States naval forces in the Pacifie: 

Don Geronimo Valdes, general-in-chief of the army of the south, Maréchal de Camp, has done me 
the honor to appoint and empower me, in due form, to receive from you an exposition of the motives that 
induced you to pursue the Spanish privateer, General Quintanilla, of Chiloc, as an enemy’s vessel, and 
to demand of you reparation of the injuries inflicted on this privateer, and of the insult offered the nation, 
in the person of Lieutenant Colonel Don Juan Diaz del Rivero, military commandant of this port, whom 
you obliged to return, when, on the 29th, he was proceeding, in a boat, to give instructions to the captain 
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of this privateer, which was then in sight. This last act was, of itself, a tacit declaration of blockade; 
and your public and well known pursuit of the Spanish privateer Quintanilla; your perseverance in dis- 
patching and placing at various points, and repeatedly, your armed barges; the capture of seven men of 
the crew of this privateer, whom you retained in confinement on board your ship, and the bold and 
daring act of taking her boat from this harbor, are evident acts of hostility, by an enemy of the Spanish 
nation. It is the object of my commission, therefore, and the desire and instruction of the general, that 
these unpleasant and unexpected occurrences should be explained and adjusted, in a friendly manner, so 
as not tu disturb or weaken the harmony that has happily prevailed between the United States and Spain. 

I thought it proper to defer any official demands, and with this view, I yesterday repaired on board 
your ship, conceiving that a verbal conference would tend to settle these affairs speedily, and in a friendly 
manner. But, unfortunately, and much against my hopes and wishes, I perceived, with regret, that my 
reasons and arguments, used to convince you of the injustice of your conduct, were ineffectual. Being 
compelled to abandon the measures of respect and deference heretofore observed towards you by the 
government of Peru, I demand of you, definitively, an explanation of your conduct in the acts before 
mentioned, and reparation for the insult thereby offered to the Spanish nation, and more immediately to 
the government here representing it. Its chief authority, though characterized for moderation and good- 
ness, cannot be indifferent to acts which wound too deeply the honor, respect, and just pride of Spaniards, 
whom you evidently wish to insult, by denying to them the consideration paid by you to the gangs of 
the dissidents, and by respecting their illegal and unrecognized flags, and declining to prosecute with 
becoming earnestness and integrity the claims of numerous citizens of the United States who have 
suffered injuries from them. 

The just and regular conduct of the superior government of Peru are well known. This, and its 
dependence on a nation which has always furnished proof of its disposition to satisfy.complaints, and 
repair injuries, should have dissuaded you from assuming to yourself the execution of justice, against 
the captain of the Quintanilla, for any infractions of treaties or conventions existing between the two 
nations. The consequence of your caprice and perseverance, in the pursuit of this vessel, has been, to 
drive her from the harbors and ports of this coast; the superior government of Peru has, therefore, been 
unable to give orders and instructions for her movements, and to observe her conduct. I shall hold you 
responsible, in the name of the Spanish government, which I represent, as is shown by a copy of my 
commission, which I yesterday submitted to you, for all the injuries that have been or may be done to 
this privateer, by the vessels of the United States, as also for those arising from measures of retaliation 
pursued by other citizens of those states, and in relation to which you have, arbitrarily and unjustly, 
erected yourself into a judge, where you are not competent, and by your illegal proceedings have pre- 
vented the legitimate Spanish government from acting in this matter, as was proper. 

IT expect that you will be pleased to reply to me, that I may communicate to his excellency, the 
Viceroy of Peru, to whom I have transmitted this note, by General Valdes. 

God preserve you many years. 


(Signed ) RAFAEL PERO. 
Quitca, February 5, 1824. 





Minutes of the proceedings of a general court-martial, at Brooklyn, in the State of New York. 
Turspay, November 30, 1824. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday, and adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
half-past nine o’clock, in consequence of the non-attendance of the principal witnesses on the part of the 
prosecution, in the case of Lieutenant Joshua R. Sands. 


Wepnespay, December 1, 1824. 


The general court-martial, convened on board the United States ship the Washington, at the Navy yard 
at Brooklyn, on Monday, the fifteenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, by 
virtue of the precept of the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, bearing date of the 26th of October, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, the original of which is annexed to the record in the case 
of Lieutenant William A.Weaver, and a copy thereof hereunto annnexed and marked A, and adjourned 
by virtue of a warrant from the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, bearing date the 17th day of 
November, 1824, the original of which is also annexed to the record in the case of Lieut. William A. Weaver, 
and a copy thereof is hereunto annexed, marked B, and now in session at the Marine barracks at the 
Navy yard at Brooklyn, proceeded this first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and twénty- 
four, pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday, to the trial of Lieutenant Joshua R. Sands, upon certain 
charges and specifications exhibited against him. . 

Present; Captain William Bainbridge, president; Captains Jacob Jones, John D. Henley, Jesse D. 
Elliott, Master Commandant George CU. Read, members; Masters Commandant Wolcott Chauncey, 
William B. Finch, supernumeraries. 

Lieutenant Joshua R. Sands appeared in court to answer the charges preferred against him. The 
question was then proposed by the judge advocate to the accused, whether he had any objections to the 
members of the court, to which he replied that he had none. 

The charges and specifications were then read to the accused by the judge advocate, annexed to the 
record, and marked C. 

On the part of the prosecution, no witness appeared to establish the fact of the arrest stated in the 
specifications, whereupon the accused produced a letter from Lieutenant John Harris, of the marine 
corps, by whom he had been arrested, stating the particulars thereof, which, by consent, was read in 
evidence, annexed to the record, and marked No 1. 

Lieutenant Sands then read to the court the annexed paper, marked No. 2. 

tobert W. Jones, a midshipman in the navy of the United States, a witness produced, sworn and 
examined on the part of the prosecution, testified as follows: 

Question. Were you a midshipman attached to the Franklin in January, 1824? 

Answer. I was. 
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Ques. Do you recollect the expedition sent from the Franklin on the 4th of January last, under the 
command of Lieutenants Ridgeway and Ogden? 

Ans. I do; the object was to intercept an armed vessel, supposed to be a pirate, which had boarded 
several American vesels in the neighborhood of Molliendo. 

Ques. Do you recollect Mr. Sands being on buard one of the boats? 

Ans. I did not see him. 

Cross-examined by the accused: 

Ques. Have you understood, and do you believe Mr. Sands was in that expedition? 

Ans. I was told he was in the boat. 

Ques. When the boats landed, did Mr. Sands land and participate in the pleasures of the other 
officers on shore? 

Ans. I did not see him during the whole expedition. The officers did land and amuse themselves on 
shore; I was in company with them, but did not see Mr. Sands. 

Lieutenant William M. Hunter, a witness produced, sworn and examined, testified as follows: 

Question. Were you the first lieutenant of the Franklin, during her late cruise to the Pacific? 

Answer. 1 was. 

(Jues. What was the 7th article of the rules and regulations for the government of that vessel? 

Ans. No person is to be confined or arrested but by order of the commanding officer. 

Ques. (By the court.) What was the general character of Mr. Sands as an officer; was his conduct 
of so refractory a kind as to require uncommon rigor? 

Ans. Not while I was on board. I had been on board with him during the whole cruise up to within 
two or three days before his arrest, in October, 1823. 


The evidence being closed, the court adjourned till two o’clock P. M., to receive the defence of the 
accused. 

The court opened pursuant to the adjournment. The accused appeared, and read his defence, which 
is annexed, and marked D. 

The court was cleared, and the proceedings being read over by the judge advocate, and the court 
proceeded maturely to deliberate upon the charges, specifications, evidence, and defence, and having 
considered the same, is of opinion that the specification of the first charge is not proved, inasmuch as it 
is of opinion that the said Joshua R. Sands was not under a legal arrest at the time of his absenting 
himself from the Franklin, on the fourth of January, 1824, and therefore that the accused is Nor eviLry of 
the first charge. 

In regard to the specification of the second charge, the court is of opinion that the facts being 
admitted by the accused, the specification is proved. But it is also of opinion that Lieutenant Sands has 
already been punished by a most rigorous confinement beyond the degree of his offence. The court 
cannot, therefore, adjudge any punishment, and does acquit the accused of the second charge. 

WM. BAINBRIDGE. 

J. JONES. 

J. D. HENLEY. 

J. D. ELLIOT. 
ticHarD S. Coxe, Judge Advocate. GEO. C. READ, 


The court then adjourned till half-past nine o’clock to-morrow morning. 





A 
To William Bainbridge, Esq., captain in the navy of the United States: 

Certain charges of misconduct having been alleged against William A. Weaver, a lieutenant in the 
navy of the United States, and others, a general court-martial, to consist of Captain William Bainbridge, 
president, Captains Jacob Jones, Lewis Warrington, William M. Crane, John D. Henley, Jesse D. Elliot, 
and Master Commandant George C. Read, members, and Masters Commandant Wolcott, Chauncey, and 
William B. Finch, supernumeraries, or any five or more of them, is hereby authorized and ordered to 
assemble on board the United States ship Washington 74, at the Navy yard at Brooklyn, in the State of 
New York, on Monday, the fifteenth day of November next, for the trial of the said persons for the 
offences of which they do severally stand charged, which charges, together with the testimony in support 
of them, will be laid before the court by the judge advocate. 

And Richard 8. Coxe, Esq., is hereby appointed judge advocate to the court hereby ordered to assem- 
ble; and if he should decline acting, the said court will appoint such other suitable gentleman, learned in 
the law, to discharge the duties of judge advocate to the said court, as they, or a majority of them, may, 
in their wisdom, deem fit and proper. 

In faith whereof, I have hereunto signed my name, and affixed the seal of the Navy Department 
[SEAL. | of the United States, this twenty-ninth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-four, and of the independence of the United States the forty-ninth. 


SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 





B. 
To the court-martial now assembled on board the United States ship Washington 74, at Brooklyn, New York, 


of which William Bainbridge, Esq., is president: 
You are hereby authorized to adjourn the court to such place as you shall consider most proper, 
within the limits of the Navy yard at Brooklyn, and to hold your sessions upon such adjournment. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the Navy Department, this seventeenth day of November, 
[SEAL. ] in the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and twenty-four. 


(Signed) SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 
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C. 


Charges and specifications exhibited against Joshua R. Sands, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, 
prepared by Captain Charles Stewart. 


CHARGE FIRST—DISOBEDIENCE OF THE ORDERS OF HIS COMMANDING GFFICER. 


Specification. In that the said Joshua R. Sands did, on or about the 4th day of January, 1824 (sea 
time), withdraw himself while under arrest, contrary to the 30th article of the rules and regulations for 
the better government of the navy of the United States, from the limits assigned him by his commander, 
which limits had been notified to the said Joshua R. Sands, on the 9th of October and 3d of November, 
1823. through Lieutenant John Harris. 


CHARGE SECOND—-ABSENTING HIMSELF WITHOUT LEAVE. 





Specification. In that the said Joshua R. Sands did absent himself from the United States ship 
Franklin, to which vessel he was attached, while at sea, without leave or permission, on or about the 
4th and Sth days of January, 1824. 

RICHARD 8. COXE, Judge Advocate. 





No. 1. 


FraNKuIN 74, June 8, 1824. 


Sir: In answer to your note of last evening: On the 8th of October, I was ordered by Commodore 
Stewart to suspend you, and order you to confine yourself to the limits of the ward room, with the privi- 
lege of going forward on the upper gun deck, for the purpose of satisfying nature’s calls. On the 9th I 
was ordered by Lieutenant Hammersley to take you to your room, and on reporting it to Commodore 
Stewart, he approved of it, and said you would remain there until further orders, with the privilege of 
going furward on the main deck as before, of which I] informed you at the time. On the 3d of Novem- 
ber I received from Commodore Stewart a copy of charges and specifications, accompanied with a written 
order to arrest you, and assign to you the limits prescribed on the 9th of October. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) JNO. HARRIS. 
Lieutenant Josuua R. Sanps, U. S. Navy. 





No. 2. 


Mr. President and gentlemen of the court: 

I do not wish to consume your time by counsel, nor will I deny anything which I have done. 

That I did leave the Franklin, is true. To account for this dereliction from the orders I had received, 
I beg leave, most respectfully, to submit to the court the following reasons, not with a belief that I shall 
escape all censure or disapprobation, but that the court will take into consideration the motives and 
causes that could so far influence me to conduct myself in such way as to bring myself before its cogniz- 
ance. The first circumstance to which I solicit the attention of the court is my confinement, which was 
imposed by an officer other than the commanding officer, which order I conceived to be a violation of the 
30th article of the rules and regulations for the better government of the navy of the United States. 
The next point to which I would draw the attention of the court, is that the long and unprecedented con- 
finement which I was compelled to endure, in a small room on board a ship, infected, a part of the time 
I was thus confined, with the small pox, was in defiance of the 7th article of internal rules and regulations 
of the ship to which I was attached, which rules and regulations were, at the time, and had been from 
the commencement of the cruise, hung up at the cabin door, for the instruction and guidance of all on 
board. Another circumstance, which, with deference to the court, I submit to its consideration, is that of my 
arrest, which, as I conceived at the time, took place when confined, and not when, subsequently, furnished 
with a copy of charges and specifications. I am not ignorant that, with respect to furnishing the 
accused with a copy of charges and specifications, and making a demand of his side-arms, without a 
reference to his former confinement, is according to custom. How far such custom is in conformity to 
law, gentlemen, you will decide. The foregoing circumstances attending the horrible confinement to 
which I was consigned by an unauthorized person, induced me to believe (in which belief I was con- 
firmed by the opinions of others whom I consulted on the subject) that my confinement was an 
illegal one, consequently my leaving it was no violation of law. How far I was right I most respect- 
fully submit to this court to say. 

Therefore, to the first charze I plead not guilty. 

The second charge I admit, and have little more to say than that on the occasion I was influenced 
by a feeling common to us ail—as common to you, gentlemen, as I hope it will ever be inseparable 
from me. 

I trust that I may be permitted to show to this court that a hope of achieving some act that might 
relieve my person from a cruel and unnecessary torture, was the sole cause of my leaving the Franklin 
for a few hours. With these remarks I am ready for trial. 
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Mr. President and gentlemen of the court: 

Aftera lapse of nearly thirteen months, during eight of which Ihave been compelled to endure confinement 
and sufferings unparalleled in the history of our navy, I stand before you to answer to charges unsup- 
ported by any other testimony than such as I myself have produced before this court. Before entering 
into an examination of the evidence, I beg leave to enter into a brief detail of circumstances attending 
my arrest and long confinement. When the Franklin, to which ship I have been attached for nearly the 
last four years, was at Valparaiso, in October, 1823, a dispute occurred between Licutenant Hammersley 
(who, in the absence of Lieutenant Hunter, assumed the duties of first lieutenant) and myself, which led 
to a meeting on shore, where, having been for some time, circumstances made it necessary to meet at an 
adjourned time, during which interval I received an order to repair on board by ship. The engagement 
I was under to remain where I was, induced me, on the receipt of my orders, to write a note to my 
commander, requesting him to put a favorable construction on my conduct and non-appearance, which 
note was returned by the officer who waited on me, by the direct ons of my commander, The time 
appointed for the meeting between Lieutenant Hammersley and myself having elapsed without any answer 
tu my note, or performance of the engagement on the part of Lieutenant Hammersley, 1 conceived the 
causes that led to a moment’s hesitation to compliance with the directions of my commander to have 
ceased, and I repaired, as ordered, on board my ship. When there, [ received orders to consider myself 
suspended, and to confine myself to the limits of the ward room, with the privilege of going forward as 
nature’s calls made necessary. Of this I had no right to complain, but at the same time I felt aggrieved 
when I found myself alone subjected to a suspension from duty, while the man who had called me on 
shore to satisfy the calls of his aggrieved honor, and who there left me under an express agreement to 
meet him again the ensuing morning, (whereby I was drawn into a difficulty with my commander, ) was 
suffered to go at large, which I believe would not have been the case had Ll or any of my friends been 
asked an explanation of the circumstances. 

On the second day of my suspension by the commanding officer, Lieutenant Hammersley came down 
into the limits to which I had thus been confined. It has appeared on a former trial that Lieutenant 
Hammersley put himself into the narrow path where I was at the time, and had been some time previously 
walking, and that I could not, without running over him, have pursued it. Gentlemen, I will acknow- 
ledge that on a recollection who this man was that thus pertinaciously put himself in my path, I did so far 
forget the warning voice of prudence as to reproach him for his ungenerous conduct, whereupon he took 
on himself the liberty, without consulting his commanding officer, to order me to my rooin, enforcing his 
order by the assistance of the officer of marines. Gentlemen, the document from Lieutenant Harris, the 
officer of marines, which I have furnished, and which is the only testimony for or against me betore this 
court, will show how far what I have now stated with respect to the close confinement can be substan- 
tiated. 
Far be it from me to make any unmanly appeal to your feelings or sympathy, by painting to your 
imaginations the horrors of a close confinement in a ship unhealthy from a disease of a vile and virulent 
nature, or the pangs of suspected virtue, endured by a belief that my enemies had the will and the power 
to represent my conduct in the most unfavorable light, without an opportunity on my part to rebut the 
stories propagated to my disadvantage. Confined thus, like a malefactor, unheard, unpit.ed, such, 
gentlemen, was my case. Pent up in a small state room, damp and cheerless in the extreme, denied the 
privileges even of eating or associating, except in my apartment, with my brother officers; in such a 
situation I suffered for the space of eight months, my health suffering so much under these circumstances 
as to induce a number of my brother officers to make an affecting representation of my situation to my 
commander, Still was the unrelenting hand of severity upon me, and so continued until the surgeon 
made several official reports, which finally procured me a little alleviation. Sufferings like mine cannot 
but excite the sympathy of every generous heart, and I trust they will be taken into consideration, and 
go far towards mitigating any punishment I may have deserved in the first instance. 

The motive that influenced me to take the step I did was one which, I confess, led me to hope would 
never be arraigned. Indeed, I had reason to hope further, under the circumstances of the case; and 
admitting that my confinement was a legal one, that whenever it should have been discovered by my 
commander that I had thus secretly stolen away from my hard confinement to give all my feeble aid in the 
detection and punishment of a pirate, the motive would have been generously received as an atonement 
for the offence specified in the second charge. I had even the vanity to expect praise instead of censure. 
It is a well known fact to the officers of the expedition, and corroborated by the evidence, that my object 
was not pleasure or mere evasicn of the limits of my confinement. The expedition of boats was pre- 
paring; | could hear from my prison the different parties congratulating each other on the prospect of an 
engagement with the enemy in the course of an hour or two. The night was favorable to the complete 
success of the enterprise. The pirate was said to be in sight, and every consideration was unheeded 
except that which led me to hope I might achieve something that would draw on me the praise of my 
commander, or at least gloss over the indiscretion I was about to commit. Gentlemen, it was the only 
time I ever left the limits assigned me, and I trust that this fact will not be lost sight of in making up 
your decision. It must be conceded that the protection of the same laws under which I am now arraigned 
for a violation on my part, ought not to be withheld when it is proven that I have been proceeded against 
illegally, not to say with unnecessary severity and rigor. The facts which I wish you to bear in mind, 
are, that I was confined to a close room by a person other than the commanding officer, on the 9th of 
October; on the 3d of November I was furnished for the first time with a copy of my charges, and it is 
with deference to the court that I refer you to the 30th and 38th article of the rules and regulations of the 
navy, and to the 7th article of the internal rules and regulations of the siip on board of which I have 
suffered so much. I was unprepared with my defence, but I have endeavored in the course of the two 
hours which the court were kind enough to indulge me, to place the motives of my conduct in their true 
light, and to call your attention to the extraordinary treatment I have received while a prisoner. 1 can- 
not but indulge the hope, that even should you consider the former proceedings against me legal and in 
conformity to the laws of our courts, the motive that led me to pass the bounds assigned me was in 
some degree venial. I confess that in this view, | must throw myself entirely on your lenity, and with 
this acknowledgment, leave my case to your decision. 

JOSHUA R. SANDS. 


15a eclantd AOS OTE RE ete 


i 
4. 











1826. ] PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL. 607 


aU. 











TuEspay Mornine, December 7, 1824. 


The coart met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday, for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of the case of Lieutenant William M. Hunter, but in consequence of Lieutenant Hunter not 
appearing, and there being no other business before them, they adjourned till to-morrow morning at half- 
past 9 o'clock. 


Wepnespay, December 8, 1824. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday; Lieutenant Hunter did not appear, and the 
judge advocate, by order of the court, made a communication to the honorable the Secretary of the Navy 
on the subject. The court then adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 0’ clock. 


Tuurspay, December 9, 1824. 


The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. The judge advocate submitted to the court 
the annexed communication from the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, bearing date the 6th day of 
December instant, and the record in the case of Lieutenant Joshua R. Sands. 

The court resumed the consideration of the said case, and having maturely deliberated upon the same, 
is of opinion that the specification of the first charge is not proved within the true meaning and spirit 
thereof, and therefore does adjudge the said Joshua R. Sands is not evitry of the first charge. 

In regard to the specification of the second charge, the court is of opinion that the facts being 
admitted by the accused, the specification is proved, and therefore it does adjudge that the said Lieuten- 
ant Joshua R. Sands is eumry of the second charge. But the court is also of opinion that the said Joshua 
R. Sands, in the manner in which he admitted himself to have acted, has evinced no spirit of insubordina- 
tion, and no inclination to evade or neglect duty, and therefore cannot adjudge any punishment. 

WM. BAINBRIDGE. 
JAS. JONES. 

J. D. HENLEY. 

J. D. ELLIOTT, 
GEO. C. READ, 


Ricuarp S. Coxr, Judge Advocate. 


Navy Department, January 3, 1825. 


The sentence of the court upon the second charge is approved. The finding of the court upon the 
first charge is not approved. Lieutenant Sands did not confine himself to the limits assigned by the 
orders of his commanding officer, but left them, not from necessity but choice. He was therefore guilty 
of disobeying those orders. But although the finding is not approved, yet yielding credit to the motives 
and feelings which he urged in his defence, he is hereby restored to duty, in conformity with the decision 
of the court. 
(Signed) SAML L. SOUTHARD. 


A communication was received from Chandler Price, Esq., of Philadelphia, addressed to Captain 
George W. Rodgers, commandant of the Navy yard at Brooklyn, stating that it was written at the request 
of Lieutenant Hunter, who was sick at his house, and who had been confined tu his bed for several days; 
whereupon the judge advocate was directed to make a communication to the government and request 


instructions. 
The court then adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o0’clock. 





Navy Department, December 6, 1824. 


Sir: I return the proceedings in the case of Lieutenant Joshua R. Sands, with a view that the same 
may be reconsidered by the court before the decision of the Department, approving or disapproving the 
finding, be made. 

The points to which the attention of the court is desired are, Ist, the finding under the first specification 
of the first charge. The court decides that Lieut. Sands was not under a legal arrest at the time of absent- 
ing himself. That time was in January, 1824. On the 3d November, preceding, Commodore Stewart, his 
commanding officer, by Lieut. Harris, gave him a written order of arrest, furnished the charges and spe- 
cifications, and assigned his limits. These limits he left, It is not perceived in what the arrest was 
illegal, for it is manifest that none of the previous or subsequent acts could invalidate an arrest perfect 
in itself. The previous suspension and confinement to limits, the order of Lieut. Harris, and the subse- 
quent confinement, cannot, in any degree, affect its legality, however they may present matters of miti- 
gation towards him, or charges against others, It is not intended, now, nor is it believed to be proper, 
to express any opinion respecting them, because they are not the questions to be tried by the court. But 
if they were all admitted to be harsh, illegal, and unjustifiable, still the question whether the arrest was 
legal would not be affected by them. The second point to which I request the attention of the court is 
the finding under the second charge. The charge is, absenting himself without leave. The specification 
states the time and place. The accused admits its truth, pleads guilty both on the trial and in his written 
defence, and yet the court acquit him; in other words, say that he is not guilty. The fact and the admis- 
sion of the accused are both denied by the finding. The reason assigned, viz., his subsequent confinement, 
has no connection with the truth of the fact. The court was not called on, nor hadit the authority to try 
the nature or extent of Lieut. Sands’ imprisonment. It might have been produced or continued by other 
and higher considerations, not shown to the court. They were called on to pass on the simple fact of his 
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absence without leave; and although he admits that he was absent without leave, yet, because he has 
since been rigorously confined, the court declare, in effect, that he was not absent without leave, 

It is suggested to the court to consider whether it be not proper to pass upon the charge according 
to the fact and the admission of the accused. The extent of the punishment is a subsequent consideration, 
which the court will measure according to the view which it takes of the whole case. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Captain Wm. Barysrince, President General Court-Martial, New York. 





Further proceedings of the general court-martial convened at the Navy yard, at the city of Washington, on 
the seventh day of July, in the year eighteen hundred and twenty-five, and continued by adjournment, 
Jrom day to day, and now in session at the building on Capitol hill. 


Tuespay, August 16. 


Having completed the proceedings in the case of Lieutenant Whitlock, Lieutenant William M, 
Hunter appeared in court to answer to the charge exhibited against him. Being asked whether he had 
any objection to make to any of the members of the court, he replied that he had none, 

The judge advocate then read the charge and specification, which were annexed to the record and 
marked A. The accused being called upon to plead to the same, submitted and read to the court the 
paper which was annexed to the record, and marked B. 

Whereupon the judge advocate stated that he had a deposition taken in this case, which, at the 
request of the prosecutor and with the consent of the accused, he would submit to the consideration of the 
court. He then read certain interrogatories addressed to Mrs. Delia T. Stewart, with her answers to the 
same, regularly sworn to in due course of law, which were annexed to the record and marked C,. 

The judge advocate then stated to the court that the fact charged being admitted by the accused, 
he should not offer any further testimony to substantiate the same; whereupon the court was cleared to 
deliberate upon the matters aforesaid, and having maturely considered the same, the court is of opinion 
that the specification is so far proved as that the accused was the first lieutenant of the said United 
States ship Franklin; that said Madrid, therein mentioned, was on board the same vessel at the time therein 
mentioned, with the knowledge of the accused, and carried in her from Callao to Quilca, and that the 
accused did not report the said cireuinstance to his commanding: officer, Captain Charles Stewart; but it 
is not proved that the said individual was received or permitted to be received on board by the accused, 
or with his knowledge or consent; that these facts are proved by the distinct admission of the accused, 
entered on the record. 

The court is also of opinion that the accused is not guilty of the charge, and therefore acquits him 
of the same. 


(Signed) JAMES BARRON, President. 
JAMES BIDDLE. 


ROBT, TRAILL SPENCE. 
JNO. DOWNES. 
J. D. HENLEY. 
J. D. ELLIOTT, 
JAMES RENSHAW, 
THOS. BROWN. 
CHS. C. B. THOMPSON, 
ALEX. 8. WADSWORTH. 
GEO. W. RODGERS. 
Ricnarp §. Coxe, Judge Advocate. 
Approved August 17, 1825. 


SAML L. SOUTHARD. 





A. 


Charge and specification exhibited against William M. Hunter, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, 
by Captain Charles Stewart. 


CHARGE—NEGLECT OF DUTY. 


Specification. In that the said William M. Hunter, some time in the year 1822, then being the first 
lieutenant of the United States ship Franklin, seventy-four, under the command of Commodore Charles 
Stewart, in the Pacific ocean, did receive, or permit to be received, on board said ship, while in the port 
of Callao, a foreigner, called by the name of Madrid, or by some other name, without informing his said 
commanding officer, as he was in duty bound to do, at that time, or at any time afterwards, that such 
person was on board, which said person was transported in said ship Franklin from the above-mentioned 
port of Callao to the port of Quilca. 
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B. 


In the case of Lieutenant William M. Hunter, before the general court-martial now in session at the city of 
Washington. 


Interrogatories to be proposed on the part of the prosecution to Mrs. Delia T. Stewart: 


First. Were you on board the United States ship Franklin, commanded by Captain Charles Stewart, 
during her late cruise in the Pacific? 

Second. Do you know whether, while the said ship was lying at Callao, a certain Spaniard, called 
Madrid, came on board of the said vessel? If yea, state by whose request, under what circumstances, in 
what manner, and for what purpose the said Madrid came on board the Franklin? 

Third. By whose assistance and agency was the said Madrid brought on board the Franklin; how 
long did he continue on board; in what part of the said vessel did he live; what was his occupation; 
when and how did he leave the vessel; and with whose assistance, knowledge and agency? 

Fourth. During the period that the said Madrid remained on board the Franklin, was the fact of his 
being so on board ever communicated or reported to the said Captain Charles Stewart by any one; was 
the said circumstance known to him, as you know or believe? Did you communicate the circumstance 
yourself? If not, why did you not? 

Fifth. Who was the said Madrid? Was he at the time in the military or other service of either of 
the contending parties in South America? Did he come on board the Franklin from the shore, or from 
a vessel, and what vessel, then lying at Callao? 


(Signed) RICHARD S. COXE, Judge Advocate. 


Replies to the annexed interrogatories: 

First, I was. 

Second, Ido. Madrid came on board the United States ship Franklin at Callao, as she was getting 
under way for sea, bringing me a letter of recommendation from the Countess of Valle Ermosa, whom I 
had seen very frequently, and who had been a passenger with the said Madrid from Rio Janeiro to Quilca 
and Callao. He also brought me a verbal recommendation from Dona Rosita Panizo, who resided at Lima, 
and in whose house the countess was staying. He informed me that the Diana, a Genoese vessel, in which 
he was a passenger from Rio Janeiro, had been taken by a patriot cruiser as she was entering a port of 
the Intermedois, and that since her arrival at Callao they had been in daily expectation of her getting 
cleared, which had prevented his taking out a passport. In consequence of this neglect he had become 
obnoxious to the authorities; that he expected hourly to be imprisoned, and probably shot. He implored 
me to save his life by allowing him to remain on board. He was an entire stranger to me. I told him 
that I had no authority to allow him to remain; but finally I yielded to the recommendation of the two 
friends whom I have mentioned, to the testimony which Madrid bore to his own innocence, and to his 
impressive appeals to my humanity. His story appeared to be true and lamentable, and I could not 
summon sufficient resolution to request him to depart. 

Third. 1 know not by whose assistance or agency the said Madrid was brought on board the Frank- 
lin. He remained there during the passage from Callao to Quilea. He lived in the pantry with the 
cabin steward, Peter Burch. 1 ordered the said steward to take care of the poor man and give him suffi- 
cient to eat. I know net what his occupation was while he remained on board the United States ship 
Franklin, as I only conversed with him for about ten minutes when I first saw him, and never afterwards, 
during the period that he remained on board, renewed any conversation with him. I know not how he 
left the ship, or by whose knowledge, assistance or agency. 

Fourth. Whilst the said Madrid remained on board the United States ship Franklin, the circumstance 
‘of his being there was never made known to Captain Charles Stewart. About a year after the said 
Madrid left the ship, the said Captain Charles Stewart first became acquainted with the fact, to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. I myself did not inform him of it, supposing that if he were entirely igno- 
rant of the said Madrid’s being on board, no censure could possibly be attached to him; but that if he 
knew it, he would find himself under the painful necessity of surrendering an unfortunate human being 
to his merciless pursuers. I wished to take the whole responsibility on myself; at the same time, I was 
under the impression that the act could never be seriously misconstrued, and that it never in any way 
could affect myself or the character of the ship. 

Fifth. 1 knew nothing of the said Madrid at the time he presented himself to me but from his own 
testimony and the recommendations of the two ladies who interested me in his behalf. He wore no uni- 
form, and did not inform me that he was, or had been, in the military service of either of the contending 
parties in South America, or that he was, or ever had been, employed in any way in the service of either 
of them. Neither did the countess of Valle Ermosa mention his profession or pursuits in her letter to 
me. I was told, a year after the said Magrid left the United States ship Franklin, when the circumstance 
became a subject of inquiry, that, at the time he first came on board, he was lieutenant in the royalist 
army, on furlough. But this fact I only know from report, and cannot positively affirm. He caine on 
board the United States ship Franklin from the Diana, a Genoese merchant vessel lying at Callao, as he 
himself informed me. 
(Signed) DELIA TUDOR STEWART. 


Massacuusetts, Essex, ss., August 9, 1825. 
Then the above-named Delia Tudor Stewart made solemn oath to the truth of the foregoing state- 


ment of facts, before ie. , 
(Signed) ELIJAH DOWNING, Justice of the Peace. 


VOL. i——77 K 
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C. 


To the president and members of the court: 

GenTLEMEN: Conceiving it necessary that some cause should be assigned for not reporting to Com- 
modore Stewart the man named in the specification, and to which part I plead guilty, though not guilty 
of the charge, I submit the following explanation to the court. 

In justification of my conduct, I beg leave to state that on the last of September, 1822, the United 
States ship Franklin, under the command of Commodore Charles Stewart, sailed from the harbor of Callao, 
On the same evening, at sea, a stranger was reported as being in the pantry attached to the cabin. On 
inquiry, the cabin steward informed me Mrs. Stewart had directed him to take care of this man; and 
believing the order would not have been given without the commodore’s knowledge, I did not report it 
to him, not conceiving it to be my duty to do so, Other reasons, also, induced me to adopt this course, 
The door of the pantry, in which this man was placed, was frequently open and subject to the inspection 
of all who passed it. Under these circumstances, it cannot appear extraordinary that I should feel satis- 
tied in my own mind that the commodore was acquainted with the fact of the man being in the pantry. 
It was known to almost every person on board. This man was also frequently employed by the cabin 
steward in cleaning knives and forks, and, except his remaining pretty constantly in the pantry, it did 
not appear to be wished to have him concealed. He remained in the same apartment during our passage 
to Quilea, about three weeks. In what manner he came on board or left the ship was never reported to 
me, and under the belief I then was, never inquired. 

In October, 1823, the ship lying in the harbor of Valparaiso, Commodore Stewart sent for me (I was 
sick on shore) and informed me then, and for the first time, he had been informed of this man being on 
board. I informed him that my reason for not reporting it was his being in one of the apartments of 
the cabin, and my belief that he was acquainted with the fact. This was the only conversation we had 
on the subject. In justice to Commodore Stewart, I must state the great distress he was in at that time 
induced me to believe he had not known it before, 

There was nothing in his manner then, or during the remainder of the cruise, towards me, that led 
me to believe he attached blame to me, I remained by the ship until she was delivered to the Navy yard 
at Brooklyn, N, Y., and the charge preferred by Commodore Stewart, in November, 1824, was the first 
intimation I had on the subject. 


All of which is most respectfully submitted, 
(Signed ) WILLIAM M. HUNTER. 


Wasuineton, August 16, 1825, 
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STATEMENTS IN RELATION TO THE NAVY PENSION FUND IN 1825. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 27, 1826. 


Navy Department, January 26, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to the act of Congress for the better government of the navy of the United States, 
I have the honor, on behalf of the commissioners of the navy pension fund, to transmit herewith the 
annual statement in relation to that fund, as follows: 

A. Statement of United States stock belonging to the navy pension fund. 

B. Statement of bank stock belonging to the navy pension fund, and abstract of warrants drawn 

by the Secretary of the Navy upon the treasurer of the navy pension fund. 

C. Account of Thomas T. Tucker, Treasurer, with the commissioners of the navy pension fund. 

D. List of navy pensioners, and the pensions allowed to each. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


SAML L. SOUTHARD. 
The honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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A. 


Statement of stocks on the books of the Treasury, to the credit of the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and the Secretary of War, for the time being, commissioners of the navy pension fund, 
with the interest which accrued during the year 1825. 





Stccks. Principal. | Commencement | Interest for | Unredeemed 
of interest. the year principal, 
1825. 31st Decem- 


ber, 1825. 





Three per Cent......ccececesss.cccceccs| $30,895 93 | January 1, 1825 $926 88 $30,895 93 


eg re 79,000 00 | January 1, 1825 | 38,555 00 
Six per cent. of 1813 (sixteen million loan)| 18,400 00 | January 1, 1825 | 1,104 00 18,400 00 
Six per cent. of 1813 (seven million and a) 

er ee ere | 134,235 02 | January 1, 1825 | 8,054 08 134,235 02 


Six per cent. of 1814 (ten million loan)....| 279,634 72 | January 1, 1825 | 16,778 08 279,634 72 
Six per cent. of 1814 (six million loan)....) 201,236 09 | January 1, 1825 | 12,074 i 213.586 09 
3 




















Six per cent. of 1814 (six million loan)....) 12,350 00 | July — 1, 1825 370 50 
Pee OP CONE OF TOTS. bcc tececevececaccs | 43,814 41 | January 1, 1825 | 2,628 88 43,814 41 
Treasury note, six per Cent. ...csesccoeee | 2,815 00 | January 1, 1825 42 23 
Four and a half per cent. of 1824......... | 150,000 00 | October 1, 1825 | 1,687 50 150,000 00 
| | 
Total ...... Pehaestiersiics deen eins $952,381 17| ...... secceece ($47,211 31 | $870,566 17 
| 
Unredeemed amount of principal on 31st December, 1824..... ee errr ee TT TTT Tee Tee $789,836 39 
Deduct stock paid off, viz: 
On the Ist January, 1825, exchanged six per cent. of 1812........... ere $4,504 86 
On the Ist April, 1825, Treasury note six per cent.......eeeeeeees inn ennt 2,815 36 
On the Ist October, 1825, six per cent. of 1812..... ere errr ers ee rere 79,000 00 
a 86,320 22 


os 


$703,516 17 





Add stock purchased, viz: 








Six per cent. of 1814, loan of $6,000,000. ........ cc cee ccce ccc csceccccens $17,050 00 
Four and a half per cent. of 1824........... eee Torre TTT eT et TT eee ee 150,000 00 

—— 167,050 00 
Unredeemed amount of principal, 31st December, 1825, as above .......... ceswenseeee - $870,566 17 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 











Treascry Department, Register’s Office, January 25, 1826. 





B. 


Statement of bank stocks belonging to the navy pension fund. 





| 
| 
| 


Nominal value Amount of 








| 
: costs. 

890 complete shares Columbia Bank stock..........+6. Pere erage ey ere $89,000 00 | $95,902 60 

90 short shares Columbia Bank stock .........006. eee ry ee re 3,600 00 | 3,600 00 

700 shares Washington Bank stock. ...-..ceeeesce cee eeeeeeeenerees 14,000 00 14,260 00 

600 shares Union Bank stock .......cccecccccccccccescsscesesssens 15,000 00 15,340 50 

$121,600 00 $129,103 10 











T. WATKINS. 
Treasury Department, Fourth Auditor’s Office, January 26, 1826. 
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Abstract of warrants drawn by the Secretary of the Navy on the Treasurer of the United States, on account of 
‘navy lait nsion fund,” ue ‘om the Ast of January to the 31st of Dece mber, 1825, inclusive. 









































Date. | No. In whose favor drawn. Amount. 
| ain “i neichads 
January 6.) 248 | Eliza L. Pearce, Erie, Pennsylvania, for her pension from Ist of July, 
| 1824, to ist of January, ER ihewevseb sess $120 00 
January 11.) 249 |) The preside nt of the Branch Bank United States : ‘at Cumberland, 
| Maine, to pay pensions..........esee0- errr r eT eT 40 00 
January 12.) 250 | Joseph Watson, attorney of Jas. Tull, for his pension from 29th July, 
| 1816, to Ist PR PUNE irae iad cidi seus vu scusens Henares 475 33 
February 14.) 251 | The president of thé Branch Bank United States, at Chillicothe, Ohio, 
| | Oe epee REET OEE COCR TEC TTT TREE TCTT SE 60 00 
February 21.) 252 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at New “Orleans, 
| A ppg EET ETE TEE ETC TR TEETER CT Te Cet 250 00 
April 13., 253 | Peter McMahon, O. 8. Boston, for his pension, from Ist Janu: ary, 
| 1811, to Ist Janu: EE SPORE TTT CORT C RETO EEE err e 756 00 
April 25. 254 | Martha Rose, widow, Bedford, Pennsylvania, for her pension from 
| | 10th September, 1813, to 10th September, 1824............... 792 00 
May 4.) 955 | James Jeffers, for his pension from Ist July, 1821, to lst January, 
| ee eee ecenveced pidendecedecenas pabeceebees 168 00 
June 15.) 256 | George MacDaniel, special agent District of Columbia, to pay pensions 1,825 00 
| 257 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Charleston, South 
| CAPOHGA, tO PRY PENSIONS. 662s c00c0eccesess eee ose eee 500 00 
| 258 | The preside nt of the Branch Bank United States, at Boston; Massa- 
| chusetts, to pay pensions..... Hes aseews .eeees 4,000 00 
| 259 | The preside nt of the Branch Bank ‘United States, at Now York, +o 
bd cnn enege an METER CL TLE TELL TEE Te oesee 5,000 00 
260 | The preside nt of the Branch Bank Unitec 1 States , at Savannah, Geor- 
Pid, 16 PRY PORBIONE 5 bc cccwescesccsecs TTT TT Teer 100 00 
261 | The president of the Branch Bank U nited States vat Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, to pay pensions.........+6. weerri yr Tee Tee ‘ 400 00 
262 | The president of the Branch Bank United States at Baltimore, Mary- 
Mntid, 16 PAY PONAIONGS o.6.o.6050 00006000 e nee ness ses Tere T Tee 2,500 00 
| 263 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Providence, Rhode 
| Island, to PAY PENSIONS. 2... ccsessccvccccsce Tet Tae 350 00 
June 15.| 264 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Philadelphia, to 
DRY PORBIONS. 4.5 650050 oases en eneee hha ane wee ceeeeeene | 3,000 00 
June 16.) 265 | Thos. T. Tucker, agent navy pension fund, for ‘the purchase of United | 
tates wiutike . <0 RN re he ee oe eee 13,000 00 
July 11., 266 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Norfolk, Vir- 
| ginia, to pay pensions es Se LEG Shen os ba esesnee ees Seis sess 1,000 00 
| 267 | Eliza L. Peare e, Erie, Pennsylvania, for her pension from 1st January 
| ee A eer Teer Tere err err es eer ee ere eT ee 120 00 
August 6. 268 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Chillicothe, Ohio, 
CT NG bab. FORSTER EAS eene ues ws eee See Es 60 00 
December 13.) 269 | Charles Hay, secretary to the fund, for the purchase of United States | 
| | so. rer Teer eet PTT TET TC CCE TTC ET Tee Te eT eee 63,679 78 
December 16.' 270 | Thos. T. Tucker, agent navy pension fund, for the purchase of United 
| States stock (en sbbice eee sie TS VII ed oe ee 11,500 00 
December 17., 271 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Boston, to pay 
DORKIONG 2 ccsccsecccresersceeesesvsesccosevedonessssves 4,500 00 
272 | The president of the ranch Bank United ‘States, at Now York, we 
PAY PENSIONS... 2.0 cccescevesccscecesecvescvcsece ee eee 4,500 00 
| 273 | The president of the Branch Rank Dated States, at Philadelphia, to 
PRY POMBIONS. 22.6.0 cccccccscccevcvccecseces iter 2,500 00 
| 274 | The president of the Brandt Beak United States , at Portsmouth, Sew 
Hampshire, to pay PeNSIONS.....eccccccccscveces ‘ieenren ee 500 00 
| 275 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Providence, Rhode 
| LATE. 10 DRY POTIONS kon oes 686066040005 cee : 250 00 
276 | The president of the Branch Bank United Sti ates, at Hartford, Bion 
necticut, to pay pensions ........ ipvebsoseeneees anes 650 00 
| 277 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Baltimore , Mary- 
land, to pay PENSIONS ....cccccscccccceses TereT Terr Tres 2,500 00 
| 278 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Ch: arleston, South 
CRE 00 ORY WOURIIOR 55. 555s da cekcesscessdreranes 250 00 
279 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Norfolk, Virginia, 
CO RF OMNIS og ooo nin bo obs ov 6 00 win 85000 86 00 se eres os 800 00 
280 | The president of the Branch Bank United States, at Sav annah, Geor- 
Zia, tO PAY PENSIONS 2. .eececcsssessosccccsvcscccsssccseees 120 00 
281 George MacDaniel, agent District of Columbia, to pay pensions.... 1,725 00 
$127,991 11 




















T. WATKINS. 
Treastry Departuent, Fourth Auditor’s Office, January 26, 1826. 
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C. 
The commissioners of the navy pension fund, in account with Thomas T. Tucker, treasurer thereof. 
Dr. 
1825. To warrants paid, viz: 
ee ae ee er ae a eee eee ; $120 00 
No. 249. President of ‘the Cumberland Bank... eee LDCRAMNAREAS SARA EEA RDAH ES 40 00 
No, 250. Josep: Wateon, attorney, Bc... ... cc cccicscsvacccccsesss eae yer ny 475 33 
No. 251. President of the United States Branch Bank, Chillicothe. ree eee Tee eres rere 60 00 
No. 252. President of the United States Branch B ank, New Orleans........ reer Tr TTT 250 00 
No. 253. Peter McMahon, pensioner............ nea ere ey ene a ee aésesawniace ss 156 00 
No. S58, Marthe Hose, Pensioer. .. 6. cess cece rccccecssves ee ee er rows 792 00 
No. 255. James Jeffers, pensioner...... iin hat ee eee eee eee eT eee (ease 168 00 
No. 256. George MacDaniel, agent. ..... Mee MARE OSS RHA ane reeee ssseree «8 89S 
No. 257. President of the United States Branch Bank, Charleston eT ee eee ee eee ee ee 500 00 
No. 258. President of the United States Branch Bank, cote CEU CLT ECL ETRE 4,000 00 
No. 259. President of the United States Branch Bank, New York... ecee tT $isdGeawenense 5,000 00 
No. 260. President of the United States Branch Bank, Savannah...........cee eee eee ees 100 00 
No. 261. President of the United States Branch Bank, Portsmouth....... eer rT Terre 400 00 
No. 262. President of the United States Branch Bank, Baltimore.......... eeTere Tere res 2,500 00 
No. 263. President of the United States Branch Bank, Providence...............02. ‘sans 350 00 
No. 264. President of the Bank of the United States amines (heetdeesecerrccsesscns SSCS 
No. 265. T. T. Tucker, treasurer navy pension fund ..........eeecee. TTeeTT Te TTT TC Ce 13,000 00 
No, 266. President of the United States Branch B Bank, Norfolk. . errr sedens seeeee 1,000 00 
No. 267. E. L. Pearce, pensioner... .....ccccccscccceces ocee eee eecase Lateetias rere 120 00 
No. 268. President of the United States Branch Bank, CROOUNG ook eeicceee eer ee ey 60 00 
No. 269. Charles Hay, secretary to the commissioners, &C. .........000. eee ere ere eee 63,679 78 
No. 270. T. T. Tucker, treasurer of the navy pension eRe cunians deanbevien ia 11,500 00 
No. 271. President of the United States Branch Bank, Boston ...........e cee cece sees - 4,500 00 
No. 272. President of the United States Branch Bank, New York ......... TTT Teer TT eT 4,500 00 
No. 273. President of the Bank of the United States, Philadelphia ............... cooesee 2,500 00 
No. 274. President of the United States Branch Bank, Portsmouth. ............0e eee eee 500 00 
No. 275. President of the United States Branch Bank, Providence..... Trey err Teer eee 250 00 
No. 276. President of the United States Branch Bank, Hartford......... pha mad eek ee eis 650 00 
No. 277. President of the United States Branch Bank, Baltimore.............. abeese veee 2,500 00 
No. 278. President of the United States Branch Bank, Charleston ...... peeSedaneecsahar 250 00 
No. 279. President of the United States Branch Bank, Norfolk..................0005 seas 800 00 
No. 280. President of the United States Branch Bank, Savannah................ veheudia 120 00 
Petes ciwnnesees eum ewe eT ere Te eee Te ee eT TST Ce TTT Te .$126,266 11 
———_—_————-=— 
Cr. 
1825, 
January 1. By balance this day.............. oe et tee ee ee eee eee weeee $74,957 08 
January 8. By Charles Hay ....... (MOS ade ANON ORRCHOe Seco ee Tere TT Cr eT ee cooeee 1,790 00 
March 4, By Treasury warrant, No. 345.........cceeeee. BueeNeas enor sieseve oiiraer els a oe 11,618 75 
June Be Be Be WE, TO oie sks cere iericisseseeeseecencsesscnses 11,576 52 
September 23. By Treasury warrant, No. 6,712 ......ccccccccccccccccccsecess errr. 11,761 77 
December 31. By Treasury warrant, No. 1,088 2 .ccccscceseccecsceccsccccvceseesesees - 12,264 27 
I 6 6k VES Cho Ades re wcewne oi Lo cenehn epee ste HORSL Ss 04 045440R" - 2,297 72 
, | ar ra eS ea al DS CAAA NGNRD Se KEANE KOO RASS EER $126,266 11 


THOMAS T. TUCKER, Treasurer United States. 


TREASURY OF THE Unitep States, January 1, 1826. 





D. 
List of navy pensioners, 1st of January, 1826. 





Names. Rank. | Monthly 








| Annual 
| pensions. | pensions. 
| | 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
George APHUCKlO 1605 .cccceciseccceecesececesess COMMON. .cccscccccccces| $8 BBt $40 00 
ST OCT TT Fee TT EEE E TET TTT eT See ere 400 | 48 00 
ea haa. ch hires Sue WWawndannede: PNG Sh eeticadscacavel 3 00 | 36 00 
I TN 660 eos sseee ns ss btwn s whens OF stcttiaswresecses 99) 72 00 
SE SES adie ee UGG Wwe sea ase Swe covcccce! COOK wcscccccccccccece | 9 00 | 108 00 
Joueph Barrett .........+.. Ni Rad baencew aah Quartergunner..........) 900 | 108 00 
er ee ee Saat aear do res 9 00 | 108 00 
John Bennett .....0600.00 keh nanan reer ine NS ii eos an err 600 | 72 00 
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| 
s | 
Names. | tank. | Monthly Annual 
| | pensions. | pensions, 
| 
ee oe 
Lemuel Bryant ....ccccscccccccscccesscescces ste | Ordinary seaman....... | £8 00 $96 00 
John Ball....... Mere TT eT TT eet e TT eT eee eee | Boatswain .........006. 9 00 108 00 
Nathaniel Barker....... LEVEE RGSS EM AoE NSCISGReES | ORIN 0s 440000 arate eet 6 00 72 00 
| EES CC TTT Tree Te Tere eT eee reer ..«.| Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 60 00 
James Blake..... secscscesees Sess eeresoos cameeed CT eae! 5 00 60 00 
PON NE 56 Kbbsd ccc cesearoesce TT eerr ere Tinie eee vee 6 00 72 00 
Bessel Conte... scccscccccsccscvssces ere re ree T | Quartermaster ..........| 5 00 60 00 
ee i ak hte ei al a Sa Marine ......... vee .| 3 00 36 00 
James Clarke ...ccceeesceeccccecceecereeecccees) GUNMED ce eeeeeeeeeeeeee! 10 00 120 00 
er rer ee ee 6 00 72 00 
John Chamberiain 2.22 ..0csse0s0s pabessiewseen ed 6 ee 8 00 96 00 
tobert Catheart..... ke etwbibeeeneeseeses ee rr 6 00 72 00 
Geo. Cearson, alias Cassin ....... Mrceoners ‘oe enn | Quartermaster .......... 5 00 60 00 
Dennis Cary ...... Vroerer rT TT eT rT ere rT TTT eee | Ordinary seaman........ 7 00 84 00 
PE CS cht doen ecrne sees bivekeadeese vives do reseeese 2 50 30 00 
I  Sidkkas ce neesien épe'ees (heeasaves | PS bu kienkaw eeeees 6 00 72 00 
Jonn Davidson ..<.0000000% re eee Te Pe ee | Lieutenant ............. 20 C0 240 00 
Wheatly Dyer. ..cccccccccsssvccecccceseccscscces | Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 60 00 
Asa Ewell ........ Porerr eee re eicekevehcxseens | do ‘weiweee 5 (0 60 00 
i cee eee ERERORERS oe KSA so Cea ES »| MORMON ssccccecs phan 6 00 72 00 
William Edes..... ee ee ee ee badand Me «cithineews ceces 6 00 72 00 
0s wes Ce bhEKER OO SS deer ecceR | Quartermaster .......... 6 00 72 00 
PE PE 6465:0.5040560.0'os bear niece enseos | Boatswain’s yeo......... 9 00 108 00 
Samuel H. Green .......... bchenilekecnuwkese’ | Quartermastcr....... ine 9 00 108 00 
ne pee CCC Tee Te Tee Te eT eT eee Te TT ee | SCAMAN oe eee eee eee eee 6 00 72 00 
Uriah Hanscom ...0++000000¢ errr TTT rer rc ‘ .| Ordinary seaman........ 6 00 72 00 
Dames TAAEIN.. 6 6 oscscsccvsae ere Tere er Te | Quartergunner ......... 9 00 108 00 
Peter Hosier..... Mbtrecnenes LEK ERdR SK eNSARE NS | Seaman ....sseeescceces 6 00 72 00 
William Ingersof ............. erreTerr rere so] SITE 65550 cecceness 12 00 44 00 
agin ; : otetse® —Gebeseerene ees ceeewe! a sseumeen 9 00 108 00 
cg eee ee ee errr oo| BORMAN oc ccccscccvccens 6 00 72 00 
PE eee eee Te er er re QU rrr re Terre 8 00 96 00 
PRI MDHEMGINU AS. ccccansndue sada wbavsscbaes | SCAMAN os ccesccccccccce| 6 00 72 00 
| es ee re +. DD teccnacavesees ee 10 00 120 00 
SIE Pere ee eT Te Te TTT eT eee eee a | nee 5 00 60 00 
EET TT TT eTT eT ETE eee Tee eres 8 00 | 96 00 
Peter McMahon ..... ‘Seigebie ere re errrer rrr ee | Ordinary seaman........| 4 50 54 00 
Jon Nogie, alias Voge . .... 6 is00se.00 (eneeeel do Cie eieee 4 00 48 00 
William Nicholls ..........00+- kahidnaeeta nee: ae wneud 5 00 | 60 00 
Cet eed ac eeeee es ee ee Bure Sakae | Seaman...... coccccsces| 6 00 72 00 
PONE TOUTHON. 006 666s 05 bases ees ecessces os soe! Ordinary seaman........| 5 00 | 60 00 
tobert Poulton........... SPEMEREDESSeweRKeMER do cevadeant 5 00 | 60 00 
Nathaniel hig (epee Eeeuese Pictshens ooo ewe Kees | Seaman...... (sid enewes| 6 00 | 72 00 
John Shapely ..... rer TT TTT TTT T ebsceescne se | TOUR Gace sccas heweenws 9 00 | 108 00 
gg a ee Levnsedehwees | Ordinary seaman......../ 6 00 | 72 00 
eave lala sensed piiedessussideercnn c..  Weerrerrr rrr se 4 00 | 48 00 
Samuel Sawyer.........0- eee Se TPO PTET Te ee | Oe LeGececevew sak i | 72 
3enjamin Stevens | M: ve ’s mate | a 9 . 
iE h Ste S sctesesecceecccccscesceeeoeeee| Master's mate ie aes we ee | 10 00 | 120 00 
tobert Sanders, alias Willet ..........cccees sees.) Seaman..... (cecedawnel 6 00 | 72 00 
John Shaw ...seeeeeeeeeeeeeee cde menmeeawewaied | Oe wae rkeeiepenwxs | 6 00 | 72 00 
Seer eee er tRCERA DEED KE OO Os CRORE OS | Quartermaster .......... 6 00 | 72 00 
Piles THEE vi kscces pdecet@etbticutibie ieee EN i ons exiuadsus -” 3°00 | 36 00 
i PTT TET TT ETE E ET Eee eee eee ..| Boatswain’s mate .......| 9 50 | 114 00 
eames TYEMOUl.. cick sccncssaes ehtbekeestenns éme . Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 | 60 00 
SE eT Te ee TET eee eee ee atte eeees 6 00 | 72 00 
a Av bietbkedwedanesowes Captain, revolutionary wai 20 00 | 240 00 
Owen Taylor. ebiiebeeak kxehee eek pike wee 6a EN 6 nnbwseee ee cre 6 00 | 72 00 
Charles F. Waldo...... penne (ecedid Kdnsuhewon | Master’s mate ... ...... 10 00 | 120 00 
Shc! EEE ECL CURT ELECT EEE Quartermaster .......... 9 00 | 108 00 
oe ge issesenekes rere re rere re re | POR eo iecverseesver 6 00. 72 00 
EE eee ee ae en er ree | ere pare wdeieasie 5 00 | 60 00 
Michael Welsh ....... Son bweEREEN SOOO S080 eK 0¥s --| Ordinary scaman........ 5 00 | 60 00 
og | ae (inenwas eT eee ee -++++) Quartermaster .......... 5 00 | 60 00 
e | | 
| $5,782 00 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. eee 
| 
| Lenbenans dadinicé) SOE Kos secs evsnseves 5 00 $60 00 
Edward Banks ..... er ee ee ee rere ere De axseutwnea sevens 6 00 72 00 
co bsg SE POET E Lee eee eee eee ree (>| WEPNBS 6 rae se wer eeweses 3 00 36 00 
John Grant .. Seb ceibaee ees [LASCERRC Vienne nedena, MER cewadsaudes eee 6 00 72 00 
oe ge REET ET CTC TTT EEEET TES | Carpenter’s mate........ 7 00 84 00 






































1826.] NAVY PENSION FUND. 615 
List of navy pensioners—Continued. 
a ieieia ates intie Siento a | ) ee ] ja 
Nam's. Rauk. | Monthly | Annual 
| pensions. | pensions. 
iene | | 
EN aaa huis inn dnicnxbnndeiwawmus | Marine.......... erase! | $300) $36 00 
John Mushaway........ccceeee a yee ayer te doilato ates Seoravens | suatsWAIN ....ceeee tere 10 00 | 120 00 
John Veazy....see. errr te Tee Te ee Tee eee | Quartergunner ......... 9 00 | 108 00 
| | Dg ee ee 
| | 
| | $588 00 
RHODE ISLAND. | =—=—-—— 
| 
Isaac Bassett ......0.c000. ised Sewew wwe ee «---.| Ordinary seaman........ | 5 00 | $60 00 
John Hoxse..... SAS BOO Ea ee Rietsne ee | S@ainan...se ICNP eae 8 50 | 102 00 
ES EN ee ee | ON Ave ebalcs wxkandis | 5 00 | 60 00 
YPN 65 ehh pire ere send cscs secewena vis Ordinary scaman........ 5 00 | 60 00 
ee en nn ee ee eer re 3 00 | 36 00 
Reuben Wright ........ ree eC eT oe TTT ee Carpenter’s mate........ | 8 00 | 96 00 
| | $414 00 
CONNECTICUT. | =m 
| | 
Schayler Bradley... .....2scccsssccecce eae wbiRe wd NR i siestenawesendst 6 00 | $72 00 
eT eee ere ee eee eee | Quartergunner ......... | 8 00 | 96 00 
| ee eee ert ree Tee eT ee ee eT Ter Te | Surgeon’s mate ......... 10 00 | 120 00 
Pf eer eer rer errr ee eee eee ) TO cies ee eew en | 3 00 | 36 00 
eer eee ee eee ee | Quartermaster .......... | 6 00 72 00 
a he a ag oe le ile dns RMI fr eee 6 00 | 72 00 
| | $468 00 
NEW YORK. | —=— 
| | 
George Albro..... errr rer (irenwens i we | Quartergunner .........| 6 00 $72 00 
I BI ab 5 6 hho ess Hed De Vso cer eesanes | PS osxawecneeasarel 5 00 | 60 00 
PUGS BUNTON ko 664 conic cerwrevevecsecevevenes Me sieve seveeces| 6 00 72 00 
Johin Bernard ....cccccccvcccscccsccvccescvceess So ere ihe 3 00 | 36 00 
John Baptiste..........0- sere ceeeeeeeeeeeseceee, BOY ce ceeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 3 00 | 36 00 
Dominick Burnes .......sccceccccsscevcccccccece BS ci Tee 3 00 | 36 00 
ee er ee eee eee re | Ordinary seaman........ | 4 00 48 00 
ie atte es aes ow we wee wee a MOS fe 6 00 | 72 00 
Pr BO oo iis NRE o eee e sees eeaes | OP xtsideannn eres 6 00 | T2 00 
NE SNe £656 06 6N ids eS eee se ecesereeesees | FO noes aes eueees 3 00. 36 00 
Ns wd RCA RREA Ss CEE Keene hoaw nner wes | CIS civaeecease neal 6 00 | 72 00 
ee 6 Fae pda KES KKOs KS eee nOeRTER ES | OP actheaendeedvwanl 5 00 | 60 00 
BOR, URINE sii ss os ds ee ede nade seresewewsnens | Quartergunner . ....... 8 00 | 96 00 
Ne No 5 Wh RE idee 5946 + 0k s Osos 26 ds0% |, PN aceon sns senses | 5 00 | 60 00 
I Ca ARKO KES w eo nese waknnee el OF scases Oey eee 6 00 72 00 
"Ceapictei oumnuuah Core CECE EEE | Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 60 00 
ee ah as OL RW bine ke ewan Ria KOS | Boatswain’s mate .......) 10 00 120 00 
ee ee eT Se eee ee | Quartergunner ......... 4 50 54 00 
SOUR CARROTS .i06 cs acccssces ee TT Te eee ee TT | SOGPOT as ccscececsesees 4 50. 54 00 
sepapasiuticin. LECCE CCE ECOL eer Te ere rT | ee eS 6 00 — 72 00 
I SII ob edie kw SdSANo es ees eeeseeendssl  sneGee cas esinad 6 00 72 00 
cnuiningulte nora d ECC EEL | GR siuannnnseendeen 3 00 36 00 
EE hehe ncanerbcwnnnrsesuoens ro ese) — 2a | 6 00, 72 00 
ES CAEN 904445 VEER ewes ed cererervawel Oe ciscisenanweendes | 6 00 - 72 00 
FROM OVRND 5 osc se ciccciscesscoccesssceees| Ondinary seamam....... | 6 00. 72 00 
PONPAMAG UGMIUON os 5 osc ccessceceesscrerceedes | Sergeant marines .......| 5 00 60 00 
PONG CRMPUO ooo iis cscscceccescccvovececvevees | Boatswain. .......6. evae! 8 00 96 00 
ee ee rr oe] SOAMAN .ccecccccece... | 5 00 | 60 00 
Shubael Cunningham ...........6+. Li nawownene es Ce Cee eee eee ee 4 00 | 48 00 
Francis Covenhoven ......cccccseccccsccsenecees | Ordinary seaman........ 7 50 90 00 
"thsi: nati ncaa MECC Ee | Boatswain’s mate .......) 9 00. 108 00 
David Christie ...... ere re (a hedewnese Seb oo| P. M@PFING 6.000 ccccceves 4 00 - 48 00 
Jacob Dorne...... (REREAD SUEDE sae RRR | CON ce snevesscesece | 8 50 | 102 00 
William B. Downes...... ree Terre pi inie ane fl SE cadena sw ecdewant 5 00 | 60 00 
cena bh ste nage CE PO TEER ETT EC | OP sGi5ess vec cenews| 5 00 | 60 00 
FO DOG i ick csr deseserercecccceees +oeo| Quartermaster ......+.0. 8 00, 96 00 
James Davis.......+.. Prrerrrrri ec ree er ere res -| Quartergunner ......+.4.| 9 00 | 108 00 
William Davis .....2esseeceees errr rere : Seaman....... eoeeenewn | 6 00 | 72 00 
PO Cae eae. cede nes cows oa seeos! P. MATINE ...ecceccceeee 3 00) 36 00 
I i Ne ir gly hte Se Sena dea KS LL Aaasceneeeesadn | 6 00) 72 00 
Ss iene ek ARe WN ed howe Bh sokasiatinsseen 6 00 | 72 00 
en ee eee eee eee Quartermaster .......... | 9 00 | 108 00 
SO TMI 6 6s hoes isc cs caesewsnsccees do errr rr rt 6 00 | 72 00 
William Fitzsimonds..... Chseenewe ink ka wwe Ordinary seaman........| 7 00 | 84 00 
S| ee er re (esRKeeaes P, marine ......eeeseees | 3 00 36 00 
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Names. | Rank. Monthly Annual 
| | pension. | pension, 
OEE DIE sik ddcescacee (adiecenke eet | Armorer | 2 
PE Cb sebkebesésenedes wees ila teceruecaut let sat pusiekaanal $9 _ = 
iss ccc cihenchnedackeeses oancknt ie pecuunetece sian oe noe “4 
TRE SHOR. bc ivcrcoseases | ae Pe lalla: : 
ga laa dala dada, en re | 9 00 108 00 
Thomas Gore ....... ee MnBhb add colnaendwtiapsrite Giibiaey warns SS caenhad ee = = 
OTE ST OEE TE Le ee Pee eT err re rT et | bo. ei iaapioniseniys F ni se 00 
Willian Hinds... ... a heehsiekictsiuiue neni [gan — “slic 
Beth Hevbard. ..0.0.566 ee eee ere ee eT rer ee r. ‘marine SS eaibena tamalll 3 ra os 7 
Williain Hardingbrook...... Ae ee ee er eee | Scumen scicucatemaiain ie "| 6 “el nied = 
Stephen Hammond...........-.00- Risneeueosoxen) ‘a eins ene, 6 ve sh a 
EE ES re ter ee ee eT ere Ordinary scam “ seeitehiad 5 ce 2 a 
Georme Tits... 666 c0eess eee ye Te Serr Trey T | ingcere Aim aeekal . - a = 
John Hyatt. ..wcccccccsccccvecs Leekeenaas Kees Seaman . ec eaiieae 6 i na 7 
re DS. s Ab RESEARE LOSER DANA RE OS * Riess ci vence unare | 6 a be 
Ot HAV WOOE 6 6ks es os0ss's SN 0 oir PA a gra elas | 2 
James Jackson........ peedadeivEseeees ver ss | ese aE ; a en 
John NR tive ukvadi ss opsekne cds ivsinns i io Re heath { 6 > “e 
ieee DRORROD ODDS. osiacveaccesscnceseecce ons! he PE chlor Cela saan . 
MS ccncceae | ae | eae 
PN BA SW 6 ockesecesedosers MES PRN R Rusthormnater  ceamae | 9 5 a ae 
0 ee ee Tere Teer rer TT ee Soianan <a RS | 5 a = 
ee ee ac nisiueann . ‘ae eda eae: r 7 a a 
GS eee ere ere ere Tre ere were etree : Cook Mecaauuebes se, 8 a “4 = 
James McMane........... (VERE Side AdeweRS Grlllsiary * a ies iawn | ~~ ae 
John McCracken.......... eee ee TT Ter eapeedaee aitewaies saan aero ' : pipe 
eg Se eT ETCCE EET EE ha awe eke cca Marine. a ee . pe i 
John Mahe. os 022.00 je ehebnears Tre Tres ae , Seaman Modes ceacabes i” j “4 “ie ra 
es ise Géaa Swe ewes oes es im see se sina “a n> | = 2 00 
Fe MV... soesssss pate 4 iiceekbcbens ol Weeaewseacanseneaeces | * oa a ae 
William Moran........0.0.00. aed avesseas eel Se eeesensanin — fe ae 
eT ee re rrr ! do Sleteetiba neal : > 7 nt 
MMM ccs see nededabducwadaoececesecvec Dddinary prec aa aed F A (2 00 
Samide! BCISAacs .....0005s000% agus ereaees Boy ae : co 
se. ss sraddneebawieswaandeseainn es A we mee i eens, pes oid 
a rr hee he ad cad aie “penny siecapaeapiesiiaar | oo yon cee 
iyi ciedaudedbissccase eeucaieee thibty ecamen.. «0... | ga oS aan 
Foveminls MOMBNOR .6...5scssscescccseeescaeee i i pagent: : = = ve 
(So Sc ial ala aan . | 5 00 60 00 
MathOW MCKGiille 2... ..ccsssccscecs err rere eh ands. ae ee es 4 - 
Patrick McLaughlin........... Ae Rn CR NN Dulinae (PAM + vccken | : = oe 4 
ee eee ee ‘eee eesceee aoe Seal ‘ Seance AS | : ve “ a 
i. ene ireraee trees Sez oo? sevens Leet ete) 6 00 | i2 00 
James Nickerson . .......cccsecceeccess ees “ele: Siliehiaaiaaiaiinal ’ to 48 00 
Thomas Oliver.......... sthilnd Gini Mads aad | , oe | ? win 72 00 
ele oe: co | 800/72 09 
eee ene es om ae Ors MOC... 1skes | o 00 60 00 
i hd sii kcnniseiimecdindoeasans ia ‘seaaipndoans pein. oe 72 00 
Sh elellelaaaa al Secpmennereeenic HO sseeees eoerery 4 00 48 00 
John Peterson..... ety er rT ee ee come ‘ es Saher ape Sea weeseiieic: dors = © 
Dateets................................ ae fer aelgid eee 6 00 | 72 00 
Benjamin H. Parker.......... EL ERS EN ~-teaneene ixenaaonweee | ria 60 00 
i ks nun a eg ae 4 50 54 00 
Willian itadgors eval gaa cseelipi Meat e os eae KiCCEE ere 6 00 72 00 
POUND 655.566 46560004 oo duro ne convene P a >a aaa Hie! . no 96 00 
ae ee es er Srancezaongy } ecw eeewaeeeus | 5 00 60 00 
Bamond Howiend. . .sccccsasiccses Ga ; 2 eee Ordinar alata s | fe vodhee4 
Rosnante Rhodes ........... bee aie dies ee ‘ - J lanes ets ri ze eos 
oa... sacar Siseres i >to lgeemprnne 6 00 72 00 
John Ratler...... ees ‘ks babes cow acul Q ce . airlines ve ooo 180 00 
ee eee ee oe re Ce: ie ee ae oe 6 00 72 00 
Oe rey re Te Deeds cna ae a“ epee onan doen : na lt 
ee eee foeeeeeeets rere G0 wseeeee patagwewe 5 00 60 00 
Feri a onepeeaanae peor “ iene see) He Ben's steward ..... 6 00 "2 00 
ge Keeney dad eheat Speen edo: 6 00 72 00 
NE ih sa banvensccan siwisnacnas ne oe Line 
Daniel Smith.......... sdpdenihd diss Riewtond icaaiel e 2 ng wna let 48 00 
eee TT eink ne EN Y: et ae enamadnggy 5 00 60 00 
Purnell Smith ............ tiene: > | Pocaenaheneasatr: = 72 00 
Augustus Swartwout...........00. eieniete | Midshi Saas ree OF 4 00 48 00 
Peter Tinkum....... meena: °° eapgabubpieialbaa a 12 00 144 00 
(PAE CSTES ECCS see e006 00~ ne} ORME 6 0600 <0s006e000 4 00 48 00 


















































1826.] NAVY PENSION FUND. 617 
List of navy pensioners—Continued. 
Names. Rank. Monthly | Yearly 
| pension, | pension. 

| 

Sanitation abe | 
Henry Townsend .......... ree (GLARE Ordinary seaman........ | $5 00 $60 00 
ee | re ee 6 00 72 00 
Isaac Vallence ...... RP Se PE ree Rites tae tra ol ee Quartermaster .........+.| 8 00 96 00 
Chertee VARI YRS oo cise ccciiscesccccecs si lactate ; Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 60 00 
James Williams...... Peace eMail ye ac inepeene aie do sseeeces! 5 00 60 00 
William Wells ........... ala Nita pin erakuvewed SOGMAN .scsccs iaaawens 6 00 72 00 
I ag pia ah Saw BRia a ew WK BeOS Ordinary seaman........ | 4 00 48 00 
Tp R CO TINCRIAE VW LAE 7. veuncwssaitece ouaveneie layers ye veinaneies oo. eararabererell VG DIN DE esi crerecor en Scie eeeiss 0 | 4 00 48 00 
i i aie a WSR ia B Ome hid RS GLO ce Seep eri fore uirearietaieies 4 00 48 00 
Se Re Te a a ee ee os| Quartergunner.......+.. | 6 00 72 00 
I Fe I 8 6556604500 e eek saws ees ins aac Cacao ee ee . 8 00 96 00 
TROMNGS WOT 60 kc cccacses iia ee hbee ne den wa Quartergunner.......... 12 00 144 00 
8 on , Pee ee eT eee Evbeva een bee esuwe es DOM cisco cecasdnsee 4 00 48 00 
John Wright..... ee eee eee TT eT Te TTT Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 60 00 
| $9,192 00 
NEW JERSEY. | == 
PE DOCU. 6 oa Tidiavescvescasveserceses oe ee 5 00 $60 00 
James Hazle .......05% ee ee eee Te TT Tee NS hits aes aeowrs 5 00 60 00 
Week; DODO 5 6 hi6 6k ss sees eeeweswe , eee 2 eee ‘ 6 00 72 00 
| — 
| $192 00 

PENNSYLVANIA. | = 

Alexander AGAMS o.6ociscscceeses Te eee | Ordinary seaman........ 3 00 $36 00 
sca, pth oe sournipng SUT CCE CEE . Quartergunner ......-6. 8 00 96 00 
i Se alae ee wie eek eae Quartermaster .......... 12 00 144 00 
Nathaniel Begley........... eT TT ee Terre ee eee eT | ee 9 00 108 00 
eee TC OT CCT ECT ET Tee e Tr a ‘ 5 00 60 00 
INE ei rnk iG Sw ei Kak eeawen swan we pe ee eee 2 00 24 00 
William Baggs........ ORME RAED Rn Kee woes) Marine... cccseeeeeeeees 3 00 36 00 
John Baxter ..... ASSAM RD ere eae | Seaman ....a«i er ee 6 00 72 00 
EE Ce Ge Cae hecEwcadconnnwweeysaee nee dO vvvcccccvccecens 6 00 72 00 
Be eee (ENS ea es ie AR SCS + ene een es 3 00 36 00 
John Coffin ....... ee ee ee ee ee | BOOMs sveeees hati wie 6 00 72 00 
Henry Collins......... See eT Te eee —— OF ssheesivvwes ; 6 00 72 00 
er ee ee ee eee eee eee me CO sesceecccccecees! 5 00 60 00 
asinsheysctle.igerdpassil CEE COR EEL Eee | Marin€.....eeeececeoees 4 00 48 00 
a ear yt er iawesaeend keRedew unas Oe ee 6 00 72 00 
BOUCTE CARSON 6566 65sec wer enes cesses wb eee deseo. | APRRIOTY OCOMAR.. cece 5 00 60 00 
Pe PE isc cS NNN e rns erenwneewnes 5) I  Aiiniacdsvin wrens . 10 00 120 00 
WW ON TORE oo i dass cv wcine es ibn eeuccaseeknex Mie icin eh S ae ee 6 00 72 00 
Thomas Davis..... heck Cai ici A REV eR BE setwnceenweowene 5 00 60 00 
William Dearing........ Lied eee wae Ra Be tiaieseee sewers 6 00 72 00 
Henry Dugan ........ pave werner nis oe MAR eR | Marine ...cccccccccceee 3 00 | 36 00 
Stephen Elderkin...... PSUR RE CRE Se oem ees 5) IONE 4 ewes s oe8 0 « 6 00 | 72 00 
Raa so oe a ate hige ee ewes Quartermaster .......... 6 00 72 00 
cimopy otic doses Teee CCT EOL TEe | Ordinary seaman........ 4 00 48 00 
Ea ee ee ee es GG == vwtences 5 00 60 00 
“estapper ies gs RE EEE ECE . Seaman ...cccccccscsvces 6 00 72 00 
Nicholas Hyberger ....... en ee ee rr WO -capcinenied tones 6 00 72 00 
ETE ee a a iatmewnaa | Quartermaster .......... 6 00 72 00 
George Huffstidler............. ee eer eT | PE Airtnen cnt ewes es 6 00 72 00 
oc EE LE TT Te Marine....... ana eias 3 00 36 00 
NE Siskind sanesr cos seeeensseneees| Prisoner, Dartmouth..... 6 00 72 00 
William Hagerty ..... paw eRe ketene ...-.| Ordinary seaman..... . 5 00 60 00 
William Jackson ......... HERG Oa ees annem ns es 6 00 72 00 
NN oo ase ac ain pain dy mle Ke at | OP) aaevecewerereses 6 00 72 00 
Job Jones ..... MAT. ewes (AOC RENE RRO Raee | NAry SCAMAN..- eee 5 00 60 00 
sendy, ‘aghhec ine UE es Perr oe| P. Marine ...eeereevoees 6 00 72 00 
site) ese 4g TOC Hebe ewesiwkess | Master-at-arms......+--- 9 00 108 00 
otaded jemiate od. a. OCC eee venwes ooe.| P. marine ....-.eeeeeee- 3 00 36 00 
ROIS TIS. 6 occ cics cee cscerseecessosseess| Sallipgmanter COC... cc eee 5 00 60 00 
John More...... ee ee ee eee errr | Seaman ....cceceseoe-e- 6 00 72 00 
bil carter thee sae, LEER CRE EEE the xwheee | P. marine ..+eeeeeeeeee ° 3 00 36 00 
NE Spe b ANCL ECNGA A Kae snine Kade EEED | Corporal marines. ...+-+-- 5 00 60 00 
George McDaniel........... Hevevecceccccerces cs} OFGMOY SEAMED. «0 +0 ++ 5 00 60 00 
setae pul owiiplin o-oracas,, Se COC ee 6 00 72 00 
Mathias McGill 2. ....c0s.0ees sawees (ewes ocee| SCEAMAN ec cee eeee reece. 8 00 96 00 
John MeMullen..... Se ee siete | Gunner’s mate .......... 9 00 108 00 
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List of navy penstoners—Continued. 

Names. Rank. | Monthly Yearly 

| pension, pension, 
Bernard McDonough ..........+.0. She owe cetink .| WINNS sca ccen cess .| $6 00— $72 00 
Daniel Muncey .........sseee0% (akeeeoenwene eee eer rr 8 00 | 96 00 
William Morris........ pbpcekewheedesees ikendned | Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 | 60 00 
James Mulliniffe........... TCT TCC TOT TE eT ee | do (ruabewe | 10 00 | 120 00 
John Nugent....... POR Te RTT Pee ee ee Go eee er eee Ts eee 6 00 | 72 00 
Benjamin Norcrose ......... Tee eer ee erry eee ee | Sergeant marines....... | 5 00 | 60 00 
PO OWI Sik dciccccrcsccdocesvcss coves | Seaman .. ss. ee eeeeeeeee 6 00 | 72 00 
William Price .........+. Perret T wee e cece eeeeee| ED «stsdecsuewens o | 6 00. 72 00 
PE PN ssa ts oss eceeeceeeeees eee re ere Dk seeneaneeeeces os! 6 00 | 72 00 
ee eee teh de eae awh éewen “val SP. vkcneaes ‘ekeeeeel 6 00 | 72 00 
PINS Sb Kb do 5s csc dbsddsrecce cess saeee ee | Ordinary seaman........ | 5 00 60 00 
John Roberts ...cccccccs cocccscccvvcccsccesses | Gunner’s yeoman........ 9 00 | 108 00 
PETER ECCET TC CTT CLT CECE E ETE Coe | Sailingmaster’s mate .... 7 00) 84 00 
Joseph Smith ......ccccescceees peeeess.e0 8 bee ds | Marine.....scccsecseees | 4 00 | 48 00 
William Smith, 6th..........6. (ites s)éeeneeede | Seaman.....ecesecooees 8 00 - 96 00 
POO T TTT Te TT TPE COLETTE TCE Cee A rere ¥> 3 00. 36 00 
John Thompson .....-..+-ee TUTTLE Teer eT | Quartergunner ........ 2° 9 00 | 108 00 
Phillip Tully .....0+..++ PRREMEE BVECS ODE TORO eR OE | Seaman ....-eseeese ee 6 00— 72 00 
eonm BB. TYGMAR, ..60sse00 [CRN TRE Ord ee owe seeeee) Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 | 60 00 
TET Cee, Teer eee Ee eee Tee | do iveewaaed 5 00 | 60 00 
James White .......2.+++ (beeuta Saved teckes »++.) Gunner’s mate .......6e x 9 00 | 108 00 
Pe IN cos cvs eh sde sae cdecnccdscenanscees| SMO oes’ se cew evan ens 3 00. 36 00 
John Walter........ peawnbe Pere re eet Cry rere | Seaman. ...0000+-+- ewe! 4 00 48 00 
John Williams, Gth .....ccccccccsccccees ewes ..| Ordinary scaman........) 8 00 | 96 00 
EEE Pere Seer eee eee eee eee | Quartergunner ..... sees! 10 00 | 120 00 
en PETE CETTE TE TCT LETC Tere RMN cc dacer ce cuew sent 6 00 | 72 00 
Jolin Young ..... péneeeeeneen ere TT TT eee oo-oe-| Quartermaster ..........| 9 00. 108 00 

| | 

| oa 
| | $5,208 00 
DELAWARE. | —— 
Richard Gilbody. .....ccecscccvccsccscsescsesess | Ordinary seaman........ 4 00. $48 00 
ee Orr TT pekexsawstewns ..| Sergeant marines........ | 5 00 | 60 00 
Pe WER iss bcd cecccrdsarereciroees éssxeeee| OOUREY COMB. cc 00s! 4 00) 48 00 
$156 00 
MARYLAND, | <a s 
Alexander Ardery ........ ee ee re bigeaes Seaman Manewune cewwes 6 00 | $72 00 
PE PE bb bbuessesdseas cos Vivercnaenereas | Sailingmaster........ jas 30 00 | 360 00 
PRE TIIWR 6 ics bas os ve cvnes (ib sdss ce ncheeees | Seaman (blind) ......... 8 00 96 00 
Ek i pts eEEO KCL CR OO CORO CHER ESS i ONE sce ce sannds rer 6 00 | 72 00 
ee. adiebie reeiwat aoe  Avnesehetsenwens 6 00 72 00 
Edward Burke (black) ...... eovece Sete esessne - RP Lecture caeeseunses 4 00 48 00 
RUE DUET cc ewens cose wre eer Teer rT Try sevece| OPIMIBTY BEOMON. 6.050505 6 00 | 72 00 
William Carter.... ..ccscse ere TT eT eT Te Te Tr Tee | Master’s mate .......00. 8 00 | 96 00 
ee od coe ce kba news é EE ee Ue | Quartermaster .......... 9 00 | 108 00 
SEPT TCT CT ETE OTT TET TT OTT Te TT | Seaman. ....eesee eee eee 5 00 60 00 
ee OT TUCO CCT ET IT TTC TT Te ..| Ordinary seaman........ 10 00 | 120 00 
John Denney.......-...0 rer err TT rere er ree | SEQMAN 2... ccecvesees 6 00 72 00 
I ee ee ee ee eee ee ee | Oe. ieeisieawees ‘is 6 00 72 00 
gg ST TTT ETT TTT eT TTT EEE | Ordinary seaman........ 7 00— 84 00 
ee EPEC ee TTT TTT EEE L eT TET | SCAMAN..ececccsecceees 6 00 | 72 00 
ETT Ee OCT TCCTETT ETT CTTe Kemal WO: Guwesacidicndand 6 00 72 00 
POGEE MAGUS ni ccconccescs Lewes ry re ee  wetwoius coves ews 10 00 120 00 
DON GHOROLY 6006 ccc cccceecees iictoudecrhenwtwns PE Kt ptis ven arwvens ore 4 00 | 48 00 
OO NIOE. dons once cdsoncs hietecresiwannue | Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 | 60 00 
John Henry. ...cccccccsccesvessecss verre awe do eee | 5 00 | 60 00 
gg | SN PCP TTeeT TTT TELE TTT PTET TT eee ..| Acting sailingmaster..... 20 00 | 240 00 
PEPER SOEIEOIIOR gb cece cdi csoewsscccccscenes | Seaman.... wee eeeeeeees 6 00 | 72 00 
Bedward MGrtay ooo icccccccccccccccccscssccceccs| HErVeant Marines. ......! 4 50. 54 00 
Francis Mason ........ were Ce reer TT Te re eT | Quartermaster ......56.- 9 00 | 108 00 
ee TUTTE LETTE Terr Tee ee | SAMAN . ee eee eee ee ee eee 6 00 72 00 
ee Mimibkeeweenae cece! Ordinary SCAMAN. ...0 el 5 00 | 60 00 
Joseph McMasters ..... ere eee ry eee ee i RE xk od Sw REROwN 3 00 | 36 00 
SN TERE 6 bbas see desonsecoss ‘ersebeneune OOK sacess (icenes : 9 00 | 108 00 
SS EET TT TC TTT ETT OTe TEC Te eT Seaman verre eT Tere 10 00 | 120 00 
Pe NE hd bho bs obs 6wseseensoeee rere r yy | Ordinary scaman........ | 5 00 60 00 
SOC O LET Ce ee ee eee TTT Ter Te eS | Seaman ‘eenewe errr re | 8 00 96 00 
i ee OEE ee ee re ee ee | Marine... se... econ rr | 3 00 | 36 00 
EG 55654 be RRKSEARR SAW OES Se 60 OES ROE | Boatswain....... ekeened 10 00 | 120 00 
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| | Monthly | 
°F | + } 
Penesen. | Rank. | ciiccen | pension. 
A tia pe ane ca ae Reaelnn ates | Ce $6 00 $72 00 
Horatio Salter. Cn ee ee ee eee eee 2c (ite RR | 4 00 48 00 
Hamilton NY rae Ra ara wate sieve nea qis | Ordinary seaman........ | 7 00 84 00 
pe ese | PRG wiiececetasees | 6 00 72 00 
Benjamin Underwood... ......-.csescscsccccceves | Ordinary seaman........ | 5 00 60 00 
Sa a ee ee ae | 9 00 108 00 
ae Mad adh ean ERO Eee | Ne untae aK eke ees | 6 00 72 00 
OE OE 5 55a i dine ended ned cher eeeeson | Quartermaster ...... eves! 6 00 | 72 00 
| 
| | 3,678 00 
VIRGINIA Po | 
I Ne Obs bs ier enk ieee ine we seinen (IRS Scarves ik nae we 5 00 | $60 00 
Ng ee er Terre ee ee eT eee ee ee eee | Quartergunner .......... | 4 00 | 48 00 
I NE i 06S NKR KKSSG ee K eee ee eenewnrs PR Abbteeneuenes | 12 090 | 144 00 
Le eee Tee ee ee eT Tee eee re | Ordinary seaman........ 6 00 | 72 00 
Lawrence B: arsayline. bien eC Tiwe usin’ can eeedeer | POND bases enn e anaes 5 00 | 60 00 
TOOE COTEQET ois cdc ccceccecdvcseccceccveces eee OP dceseeisicccnass | 6 00 | 72 00 
Silas Rte. ha bierdentccicdt tn a civiacdesdanitee | TE aw hebeeed Renews ens 6 00 | 72 00 
| ee eT Teer eT eC rer Te Teer ee oo) SN Sauna css cewes | 4 00 48 00 
Pe ES hon ie RR wee B40 oe oss eer eenis | Ordinary seaman........ | 5 00 | 60 00 
SEE ee eer | Me i 5 00 60 00 
0 ee es — = ea 4 00 | 48 00 
I oo i kay) alow gba w aD re 5 00 | 60 00 
ee Te eee e eee ree ee eT eee Te Oe ee ee | 4 00 | 48 00 
0 he ee er ee rere Te Tree eT eT re Te eT Tere eee 6 00 | 72 00 
| | $924 00 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. | 
I 985 66 CG ASEIAGS Coewdeerderesnaees | Ordinary seaman........ 6 00 | $72 00 
Ome SONNE CUTE Fk ose eS SW N dd sree ec cseseees a ree 5 00 | 60 00 
Amana Commer, atine Corwer so... cics civcccescscves CP Nakai ease eedans 6 00 | 72 00 
ee ee ee ee | PS Ska csnscinnwans 3 00 | 36 00 
PATNA COV O MAUNT DOES ooste cio aes terieuie-6.s\eve\leeve we. oe.e 4) ove etererend | | OT ee ee 5 00 | 60 00 
EE SahNDe Ssh ee CR WENC AKERS ARES Ke K awe OS | Saslinemasiers.......... 20 00 | 240 00 
Jerry Garner (black)........-. a a ew | Ordinary seaman....... 5 00 | 60 00 
IN 6.8 beh sinew SWS WANS e Adee ace ee eeans ee. ¢ @ieanaes 4 00 | 48 00 
Jolt TOWING cose cds ccccess Tort Te Cree Tere Teer Boke ee ee 3 00 | 36 00 
Benjamin Kendrick ............. re ee ee ne 6 00 | 72 00 
ee ee ee ee eee | 5 00 60 00 
ee Fe NE 4 85.0 5b 6 WW eee tes weeewvewes PGF bi wR aka saves | 3 00 36 00 
cn eg OE OEE Cee eC Ee ee Peer eer ere Ee 3 00 36 00 
ee CI kee hawSkbwcrawdes ans anced Midshipman ............ 6 00 72 00 
ES re ne ee ee | me apa ctavaveds 6 00 114 00 
EE GOCE PUN epee ks bade ew hain eneles | ONAN eek wk eens 6 00 72 00 
William Staunton. .... 2.0.60. (ekeaee tate wee vad) SE css see ee] 9 00 108 00 
ett, ecstes incsgs,’ ME CE ETC EE CTT | SO eee kb ieee kn ans | 3 00 36 00 
Ne PIE 656 5 NOES eek ares crass cesiewree's | NM 6a hasieees oaeyes 3 00 36 00 
| | —<- 
| | $1,326 00 
NORTH CAROLINA. | a 
i. re (heeesnonenee | Quartermaster .......... | 8 00 $96 00 
John Thompson .......eeeeee {eee eR ees peewee PONS 6s cccenseracens 6 00 72 00 
| | $168 00 
SOUTH CAROLINA. | | <= 
PO FUND TEE. onic veicwiisecccses aknwnniion | Seaman........ werrres: 6 00 $72 00 
Peter J. R. Staunton. .....c00e00 (tke oeee wees Carpenter’ Ss yeoman. ..... 6 00 72 00 
Charles Sheeten...... i i ae a Mo Aa he a | Boatswain’s mate ....... 6 00 72 00 
asin 
| | $216 00 
GEORGIA. | | —=—=—= 
0 | (kee seeaeewasees | CCT TCE T TT Ce 3 00 $36 00 
OHIO. | | 
John Meigs..... Khe 2beteeNeN ans iipwwenemannl | Seaman....sssseeseeees 10 00 $120 00 
LOUISIANA, | | 
RELA bakeeecasbeseewnnn ener | Liewtenant....ccssccece! 20 00 $240 00 
ee eee | Pc cdeeeivescnees 8 00 96 00 
William Wagner....... .. {tA WMERKRM RO Oe RE ERE | Quartergunner ......... | 9 00 108 00 
$444 00 


—————————_————— 


Grand total....... ee ee rene cli ee eee eals peebGdewakews cc ccccccccccccess Gab, 912 OO 
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List of widow pensioners, January 1, 1826. 























Names, | Rank. | Monthly Yearly 
| | pension. | pension, 
MASSACHUSETTS. | 

ee Ns Bick acne enesars Se eee Te Pee re ee $6 00 $72 00 
OCR TET COTE EE CTE EEE TO TT ETT Tee SG Assecontecnsawesd | 6 00 72 00 
Hannah Adams, of James Adams.........-.ee0006 De. «<iesuseeuenekeas| 6 00 72 00 
ONY TRMCES oo ces scassscesveces eee Te Tee ee ws RP. Reseensaevnscns 6 00 72 00 
Hannah S. Benete, of William Benete ............. Quartermaster .......66- 9 00 108 00 
Mary P. Barlett, William, her son..........eeee. -+, Boatswain’s mate ....... | 9 00 108 00 
Sarah Brimblecomb’s two children ..........e0.08. PO s.cieee sc cewnneun ee 6 00 72 00 
Se KkbedwstReERE ES Renee sens sedaws Satlingmaster ...+ss0se+% 20 00 240 00 
a een eer eel eeenee LACES DEO RRREEO DEES 75 00 
a ee eee: eee eee BOMMAN . .ceesses Serhan 6 00 72 00 
ne eer re LACHICHONE ...c0s0csrues 20 00 240 00 
ccna igh «SECT CEE ELC MAM Ss ccc ese ns eee ns 3 00 36 00 
cet Ais PERLE LE CLE EERE ELL Carpenter’s mate........ 9 00 108 00 
Martha Flanders........... (kA LET ORS w es CESS Quartermaster ......266. 9 00 108 00 
Sally TERPVCY oo scscrcsces SrrrrrT etre eee rT Tre Peer reer rrr Tre | 6 00 72 00 
NO Sit nctacckedatbedees ess eee sean ws Se javiesdiseeses es 6 00 72 00 
Pe BEIPUON, Sin cde besdbcdneesc csc eseeservns DO deicesseunweneus 6 00 72 00 
eS ee rere errr e Tee Tee TT eT ETE CORE iGvedev as eene sew e's 9 00 108 00 
PY SEY bee vk ces canoe en's cerccevesceceoscns Ordinary scaman.....ee. 5 00 60 00 
ee Eg Se eet eer ee er err er SCRMIE bes ccdsaveaenee »| 6 00 72 00 
 FEPETUC Tere ee a 20 00 240 00 
ND 6 ccc nneeeestKenddes cones denne BORtHWHI 666s escewnses 10 00 120 00 
Blizabeth Manly... ......cessseeses (Cheers cohen Quartergunner .........- 9 00 108 00 
ree rer ry Tere Tre ree Terre TT ere er POO dese cseee deers | 6 00 72 00 
PRUE PCCTET CULE LEE Quartergunner ........0. 9 00 108 00 
Judetha Maullen’s two children. .........ccccceeee8 | ee Tree ce 9 00 108 00 
EPEC TC OCTET OL TEE eT Sergeant marines ....... 5 00 | 60 00 
PREROET TS, NICKERSON 2 ic ssns cscs eo cscs scvescccns OMIA 6 wos 0s v0 de ‘eoe% 6 00 | 72 00 
RUDY PRIOR 6o0 secs ccdscesisorevecsscsssowns SB. CORMWOIR .5 05555. Ter 9 00 | 108 00 
ROTH PAPKO .6 ssc ccescdccasscsecvesasvseee CORI. sass c cscs nxens 30 00 | 360 00 
Charlotte Passenger ....:..ccccccsccccccccccseses OMINON 6.6 044 en tee eee < 6 00 | 72 00 
RS TE. Fas secs cd ec ansehen sesrcovedewesee HO Kes enesusevawee’s 6 00 | 72 00 
een ee ir BD s60b055 se enewens | 6 00 | 72 00 
PRE OEE ese ceccdcasesscdesccresesnene Me Mekevaseeen ere 6 00 72 00 
Mary Stone...... (pb KERR DECDSCORE RECS S se Ew ERS  vaxiedsexvaskees 6 00 72 00 
ae RARER EDNCOCESTACECRE CECE EWNO KRESS KERR EWRERS | 3.00. 36 00 
og eer errr re rr err TTT ere rere Tees Seaman ...es0 eee eT 6 00 72 00 
PORN WE YON on os obese ered ens eswesscscseasess MOMIMRRES . os is csve sissies | 10 00. 120 00 
AUG TOONS . 3... co cccvessscccccccesessoeneeve SCAMAN . scccccccesccens | 6 00 72 00 
| $3,927 00 
PENNSYLVANIA. | a 
Prey eT eT eet reer rere rer Sailingmaster ..........! 20 00 $240 00 
Hannah Archbold............. Cerro m Te Te ee TTT Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 60 00 
PE UREN Fb bess ed ee Rene Sete wee woes caseons ~ 8 6=—— ss hanes 5 00 — 60 00 
=: a ee Seaman. ....> ee ee 6 00. 72 00 
Jane A. Blakely’s daughter ...........+6. err rey CGM 644060 ese eee ws 50 00 600 00 
DOES SORE TUS @ CRIMINOD si oss gecko sno ce cccsneess OTIC scons ceees vases 3 00 | 36 00 
6 eee si OREDEREKRS ERK SOOO Kas O er ae a eee rere ree 6 00 72 00 
BOGE BU CS, MAMIE 6 ods dcesccesccreesccsees Quartergunner.......... 9 00 108 00 
Saran Fill 6 MINOF CHUMEN 2isess ss scccecssccees Ordinary seaman....... J 5 00 60 00 
i ESI OPT TTT TTT TET ee eT ETT TET ee ee ee 5 00 60 00 
BOOED BENGE 6665085 cbr sseeccceneescscesewons Quartermaster .......... 9 00 | 108 00 
LUTE T ECT CCC TET TTT peeved cee Carpenter’s mate........ 9 50 | 114 00 
ee ee eee eee MPs cseusesnewsesas 3 00, 36 00 
Sarah Mathews.......-.... To TT TTT eT TTT ee Quartergunner ....... oe 9 00 | 108 00 
Eleanor Monroe’s minor child Mary Ann Monroe .... Seaman...... eee e eee eee | 6 00 | 72 00 
CE eee et ee eee ee eererer Master’s mate ....ceese. 10 00 120 00 
ee eee Te eee eee Pee ee eee pews eee Te eT Tee 6 00 | 72 00 
Margaret Rankin’s minor child George A. Rankin...) Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 60 00 
Elizabeth Tromp..........6. ra eieBikiwst cee cee Eee e TTC eee T eee 3 00 — 36 00 
RE TOMO b adcs re rsb bbb best eneresocssosess | Bd. ivwiuwd suseendeds 3.00 | 36 00 
Mary Wine’s minor child James .......eeeseeeeeee DORIAN 6.05606 ccenenve es | 6 00 72 00 
ds 
| $2,202 00 
NEW YORK. | Se 
DOREY ree, BURT GOTGINED ois cccccecsossencoes Seaman ....0. err trys 6 00 | $72 00 
| 9501 114 00 


cc p bbe wakechn esse csne nS weiwewines | Captain’s mate.......... 
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List of widow pensioners—Continued. 
Names. tank, an | — 
pension. | pension. 
ee NS 6 GA 5A ea KR RO Oe OR Oe Kea! Captain’s clerk ........ | $12 50 > $150 00 
Belinda Bowie ........ ee ee ee ee eer Te Sailingmaster.. 2.0.0 | 20 00 | 240 00 
ea TE 66.00 k 6s kK Rte erewns fick ne sete do Saneacente wal 20 00 | 240 00 
Sarah Care ...... peas aa wwe (ikweewaeween wars OE . <640¢eueenks | 20 00 | 240 00 
Margaret Cummings ....-.eceeeeee Se oe ers. | 6 00 | 72 00 
Dorotha Cooper ........06. Miia PRR NOON w wae Me wicuadNekawiheaw 6 00 | 72 00 
Bimabeths Cammingnam 6 .0cccicccccccesccccs ; bua S Whcakiwads | 10 00 | 120 00 
Mary Davis....cccsececcsssocceees en eney er rn ree Quartermaster .......... | 9 00 | 108 00 
SESE AE Re ae eenren a eee | 2500; 300 00 
ee en ee oe ne ee eee eee ere Bo ae er | 9 00 | 108 00 
Aes hug EE OEE ELE Be a re 25 00 | 300 00 
Phoebe Hamersley ........ eee ey eee ee ee Fo ee | 20 00 | 240 00 
Susannah Longill..... iin eels aieeyeret re | 10 00 | 120 00 
Satie Bh. TW WPCNOS a sods kc ciceeeecee i iatiain ica a a ee | 50 00 | 600 00 
ee ee Ears Paice steeiniciinecnciaatea A eee | 300! 36 00 
Sasan li, Oagood 6.56 6cccccccass an pane nanseate Sailingmaster........... | 20 00 | 240 00 
et de ce AEE eee eee ee noe CN Sth esen asians 9 00 | 108 00 
Sarah Piace’s infant children... .....0.<ssee. ‘ Ordinary seaman........ | 5 00 | 60 00 
Margaret Parsells ............6- OTe Pere ere | PRR sa seca vines | 10 00 | 120 00 
Catharine Rasmupen...... Tree Te eee eere ees errr tee eee eee | 20 00 | 240 00 
Sarah Sisson’s daughter ....... dbus she nee aheKens DUMPS MASE 6... see es. 20 00 | 240 00 
Sarah Smith ..... erry eee carne Gilde in ents Boatswain’s mate ...... “1 9 50 | 114 00 
Elizabeth Shubrick......... UipPEV Ass 2s eeaeks rr 20 00 | 240 00 
I ey SN eRe Ns Hoses dew Oee as Seaman .....6+ (keke wed 6 00 | 72 00 
Mary Ann Springer.........05. ree ere ee ee oe ae 20 00 | 240 00 
DURE POON kn ise biwis sire enexe ss ene Si tank je en | 3 00 | 36 00 
Te ee ee eee ere Com Goto N, T. ces scesect 20 00 | 240 00 
eg Re ee ee (MereKienewand Carpenter’s mate........! 9 50 | 114 00 
| | 
| | | $5,196 00 
CONNECTICUT. | — 
| 
MERCY BCE hiss cecivcceecee. errr rrr eT sere Werrrerr 6 00 $72 00 
MARYLAND. | | 
| | 
Harriet Barney....... iekeee mene eteaawoas il SR iis ne en ; ; 50 00, $600 00 
SE Oe PE C6554 owrws case ck ee ews’ , | Surgeon ..... rrr reer 25 00 300 00 
Bath Gitbert ssc cece en ne ee eT eee ee | TNS eG ehw ees su es 6 00 72 00 
NE SS GENE 46.0 eee sees enews es | Commandant ......0606 30 00 360 00 
Elizabeth Grayson ...... Nbc ncheeeene se ee eeha Se | Ace sbrcenadewws 20 00 | 240 00 
Sarah Hopkins ........... LLL KARE REO RS Kee ee eee ee 6 00 72 00 
Elizabeth Marshall ......... nn vixen eae ea Quartergunner.......... 9 00 108 00 
SY DENNEN 6 ok (Hk R asa 05s wow e rece runes ee Ore Tyee 3 00 36 00 
i TS aE Cee ESCO CR DARREN AOASS oh RAE RE OO RN OA SOO E OS oes 9 00 108 00 
Margaret Warner ..........+ ka ak ae a Sailingmaster........... 20 00 240 00 
Mary Van Blake...... NO Tree ee eee Tee Te ee a LEE ET TT CR ER TEE 10 00 120 00 
$2,256 00 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, sess 
Ellen Beew’s infant child Jane....... pikes: wiles eda ee Gee eies<é cin ede awas 10 00 $120 00 
ot Oe ee ee ee ee ee ee Pe ekneeccasee sas 20 00— 240 00 
Sophia Gretele. ss. csseccccccess ee Tee eee ee ..; Sailingmaster........... 20 00 | 240 00 
Susan Huok’s daughter. ........ecccccece EAA MAREE ARE 0 4 00 48 00 
nN eT eee ere Tr Sailingmaster......eeee. 20 00 240 00 
ON SEIN ious SSR Sad ee eee ews wees Master commandant ..... 30 00 360 00 
ee I a kb anew edad ew. Rewer Red EH Ordinary seaman........ 5 00 60 00 
er er GEE chew eRe NKK STN ONA RRO SEERA GRRE M ROW Reed &O 10 00 120 00 
Se NE ee rnd ba ines eee a Bad w wakr se | 20 00 | 240 00 
Re BN BW oo bias kos 0s oe ee cacees . DOOMOAN ..sse 0 er ree | 6 00 | 72 00 
snsiuttoaghel hms ig.’ MEE CREOLE TRE Lieutenant ....... Tere 20 00 240 00 
re ee re eee eT TT TTT CNIS caves cons coe nn 50 00 600 00 
| | $2,580 00 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. | = 
| | 
Mercy G. Christopher’s children .............ee00. ONS i dicks cesanenans | 6 00 $72 00 
PE POR WETS TA Kas Soe w ie ewes cwewes ME chagcaneeielntnns | 6 00 72 00 
Eo otean ede Adee as ewes de rewenne sawees REG Md S RETA WEES HERD OE OWS | 10 00 120 00 
Mary, Nancy, and Caroline Perkins, minor children...) ........ Miche eens eans | 5 00 | 60 00 
| 
| $324 00 
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List of widow pensioners—Continued. 








Monthly Yearly 


pension. | pension, 


Names. Rank. 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 





ET ee Cee me $240 00 


EE TTT eee TT Te TT eT ee Tee ee eT res Lh, Cee eee eee Tees 6 00 72 00 
EE Kccicbdcekeebenseesn canscckcen] ENS GCcerseveeunnad 30 00 360 00 
Cea nb ede hObdaneR Ses vo ev eben ede| AROERED 46 sbavencwncns! 20 00 240 00 
ibd 6 aMEANORE SEES dene s Se rdeneneee) do (+neseeees eee! 20 00 240 00 
SENN AE 00, TOOTS io ks ese b sed dedosesocsetsoeces do (celeneewawed 20 00 240 00 





$1,392 00 


=—_—_—_— = 





NORTH CAROLINA. 


9 00 $108 00 


| 
! es eee 


Re OE od Kan cevescnredcccetercoccccescss! COINS We. 66.6055 





SOUTH CAROLINA. 








Mary Rawlain Hatch........ssseccccscccccsscces| PHOb cccecesescrcccvecs! 20 00 $240 00 
| = 
KENTUCKY. | | 
Charlotte A. ila ld POM Kian eene eines 6 00 $72 00 
| Fd 
| 


GEORGIA, 


IS PM BIUEE ccc kcresddovsendocsscscccsne] SAOUUORDRE 65s ceccceek es 20 00 $240 00 





Total widows’ Eiders nicakitives eens! TETTTT TCI TLE ee 
| H 
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EXPERIMENT IN THE USE OF COTTON, COMPARED WITH FLAX, FOR CORDAGE AND 
CANVAS—THEIR RELATIVE PRICE, ETC. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 1, 1826. 
Navy Department, January 31, 1826. 

Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 25th instant, inquiring 
“‘whether any, and, if any, what, experiments have been made in the trimming and equipment of any of 
the vessels of the United States navy, to test the utility of cotton for cordage or sail cloth; and also 
what are the comparative strength and cost of such manufacture of that article and those of hemp,” I 
have the honor to transmit, herewith, copy of a report made by the Commissioners of the Navy upon the 
subject, which embraces all the infurmation in relation to the objects of inquiry in possession of this 
Department. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. > 
The Hon. the Sreaker of the House of Representatives. 





Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, January 28, 1826. 

Sir: Upon the subject of the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 25th instant, which 
you were pleased to refer to this board, we have the honor to state that in the month of May last we pro- 
cured a quantity of cotton sail cloth and directed it to be made into sails to be used on board several of 
our public ships, with a view to test its relative strength and durability, when compared with American 
and Russia flax or hemp canvas; but sufficient time to make a full experiment not having elapsed, no 
report as to the result has been received. 

With respect to the ‘‘ comparative cost” of cotton canvas, the following shows the prices per yard at 
which we have contracted for flax canvas, and the prices asked for cotton canvas: 


Flax canvas. Cotton canvas. 
oR ape ee eer ee seeeeeees 47 cents per yard. 
NO) B.°SS5 COME PEF FAI. 6 6scsinesescscuccvecsscossevessscoesesesss @6 Cents per yard. 
NG, DB. SS6 GOMES POT YOM. oc issccssccesccscecsscessscccvccocesscsesss 5 cents per yard. 
NOs £. ELE CONES Per YA. oo cvvsccsccvsecccesssesevescvcessececsscee #4 Conte per yard. 
BO) GEO DOME POP FATE. a ksccicccc cs cececesesess.ccoccvecvesceesss SB Ctnte per yard. 
O/B, BSP COMLS Per YOM «cs ieccccscccsccccscscccvcsovsvessesscssees £28 Conte per yard. 
PO, 0, Wek OOM DOT FOR is 6s 6 dss csccccsvssedsisaccsvecnccsccsccares SO) Ontie per yard. 
BOLB. GEE COM POT FSI ssn scvecccccccecessossscecsceveseccoesess SO Conte per yard. 


The width of both is made for 20 inches; but referring to the samples in our possession, the flax can- 
vas is full 1} inches wider than the cotton. 
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It has never occurred to the board that it would be expedient to make any experiments of “cotton 
cordage,” and we have no information upon the subject. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
; ; JACOB JONES, Navy Commissioner. 
Hon. Samven L. Sovtuarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





19rH Concress. ] No. 286. [1st Session. 


APPLICATION OF MARYLAND FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NAVAL ACADEMY AT 
ANNAPOLIS. 





COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 7, 1826. 


By the House of Delegates, January: 

Resolved, By the General Assembly of Maryland, that our senators and representatives in Congress 
be, and they are hereby, requested to call the attention of their respective houses to the superior advan- 
tages which the city of Annapolis and its neighborhood possess, as a situation for a Naval academy, and 
that they use their best exertion in favor of the establishment of such an institution. ° 

Resolved, That a copy of the above resolution be forwarded, by the Executive, to each of vur senators 
and representatives in Congress. 


No. 287. [1st Session. 





191TH Coneress. } 


ON A CLAIM TO REMUNERATION FOR A METHOD DISCOVERED FOR SECURING THE 
DECKS AND SIDES OF VESSELS, CALLED WATER TIGHT PLUGGING. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 7, 1826. 


Mr. Storrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition o: William Mellers, 
and the documents accompanying the same, reported: 


That the petitioner states that he invented in the year 1804, a method of securing the decks and sides 
of vessels from decay, by what is usually called water-tight plugging. That in the year 1822, he obtained 
a patent for his invention, which has since been determined, judicially, to be of no validity. That in 1823 
an order was issued, from the Navy Board, for the use of the said invention in the public vessels of the 
United States. He represents the invention to have been of great utility to the country, and to the naval 
forces, and prays a compensation from Congress for the benefits which have, or may acrue from it to the 
public. The committee are of opinion that it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petition, and that 
he has no claim to remuneration from Congress, and recommend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition and documents, 
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ON CLAIM OF A SAILINGMASTER OF THE NAVY, IN COMMODORE BARNEY’S FLOTILLA 
SERVICE, FOR THE VALUE OF A HORSE KILLED IN THE BATTLE OF BLADENSBURG, 


AND FOR CLOTHING LOST IN SERVICE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 9, 1826. 


Mr. Hayne, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of John A. Webster, 
late sailingmaster in the uavy, praying indemnity for property lost while in the discharge of his 
duty, reported: 

That it appears that John A, Webster was a sailingmaster, and attached to the flotilla under Com- 
modore Barney during the late war. That when the city of Washington was threatened by the enemy, 
Commodore Barney caused the flotilla to be destroyed, and with the force under his command joined the 
army near Washington, and rendered essential services at the battle of Bladensburg. It further appears 
that the petitioner received orders from his commander to join him near Bladensburg, and that to effect 
this object in due season he mounted a horse and rode the whole night, and arrived the next morning at 
the battle ground in time to take part in the action. In consequence of his fatigue, the petitioner was 
permitted by Commodore Barney to remain on horseback, and during the action his horse was killed, 
and he himself narrowly escaped the same fate. Under these circumstances the committee are of opinion 
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that the petitioner has a just claim on the United States for the value of his horse and accoutrements, 
With respect to the claims for clothing lost by the destruction of the flotilla, and for the expense of medi- 
cal attendance, no proof having been adduced in support of them, the committee deem it unnecessary to 
state the objections which exist against such claims. In pursuance of these views the committee here- 
with report a bill for the relief of John A. Webster. 


19rH Coneress. | - No. 289. [Ist Session, 


PROBABLE COST OF CERTAIN LOTS OF LIVE OAK TIMBER, AND COST FOR PRESERVING 
THE SAME. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 10, 1826. 


Navy Department, January 28, 1826, 
Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 20th imstant, directing 
the Secretary of the Navy to furnish estimates of the probable cost of certain lots of live oak timber, 
together with the cost of erecting permanent sheds for their preservation, I have the honor to transmit, 
herewith, a copy of a report from the Board of Navy Commissioners upon the subject, which contains 
the information called for. 


I am, very respectfully, SAMUEL L. SOUTHAKD. 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, January 24, 1826. 
Sir: Upon the subject of the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 20th instant, which’ 
you have been pleased to refer to this board, the Commissioners subjoin an estimate which affords the 
information called for. 


Live oak frames. 
Cubical feet. 


For steam batteries, six frames, each requiring 12,000 cubical fect....... cece eee ewes 72,000 
For ships of the line, twelve frames, each requiring 54,000 cubical feet... 0.0... ..00 08. 408,000 
For frigates of the largest class, fifteen frames, each requiring 23,000 cubical feet........ 345,000 
For sloops-of-war, fifteen frames, each requiring 8,000 cubical feet... .... ccc cece eee eee 120,000 
945,000 
eg GPT eee Te Ter Tee Te ST TTT eT Tee TTT Tee TT eT ee -- = $1,417,500 
Permanent sheds for the preservation of the above frames, including the expense of stowing 
SEU TEPTTT TILE PEEP TET WeTirtT ier Teter 100,000 
$1,517,500 


All of which is respectfuily submitted. 
I have the henor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
W. BAINBRIDGE. 


Hon, Save. L, Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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APPLICATION OF THE CITY OF BALTIMORE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NAVY-YARD 
AT THAT PLACE, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 13, 1826. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress assembled: 

The memorial of the mayor and city council of Baltimore respectfully showeth, that, having under- 
stood it is the intention of the general government to establish some additional navy yards, for the 
purpose of building and repairing national vessels, and understanding a resolution has passed the honor- 
able the House of Representatives of the United States, instructing the Naval Committee to inquire into 
the expediency of locating a navy yard at the port of Baltimore, they would respectfully call the attention 
of your honorable body to the great advantages possessed by this port, which, in the estimation of your 
memorialists, render it peculiarly fitted for such an establishment, being situated upon a branch of asafe, 
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navigable river, and having a spacious harbor, of sufficient depth of water, and completely protected by 
its natural position; possessing the greatest facilities for procuring ship timber and naval stores, in 
consequence of her proximity to, and great intercourse with, those places from whence such articles are 
obtained; having also within her limits and immediate vicinity several foundries, at which cannon and 
other implements of war may be forged, with several powder mills in the neighborhood, and a surround- 
ing country furnishing the most abundant supplies of iron ore, and also capable of supplying the various 
articles necessary for provisioning and equipping vessels-of-war; numbering within our city first-rate 
mechanics, to do every description of work in the most remote degree connected with the building and 
fitting out ships-of-war, men who are alike distinguished for their industry, science, and integrity; with 
numerous and extensive ropewalks, several of which are distinguished for the superior quality of the 
rigging manufactured by them, as tested by the experience of many years. Two of these establishments 
are constructed upon the most modern and approved plans, with patent machinery, and all in successfal 
operation. With these qualifications, and a consciousness that Baltimore is eminently calculated, in con- 
sequence of her great local advantages, for a most efficient and serviceable establishmeut of the kind, 
your memorialists feel justified in recommending it, as such, to your consideration and notice. It is not 
the advantages that Baltimore possesses upon which alone are founded her claims for such distinction. 
It must be recollected by your honorable body that she ranks as the third commercial city in these United 
States, and is steadily advancing to eminence and importance; that she contributes towards the support 
of government by the large and increasing amount of import and tonnage duties which she annually 
pays into the national treasury. Your memorialists have it from the very best authority, the average 
aggregate annual amount of receipts, after deducting the amount paid as drawbacks, for the last’ three 
years, exceeds seven hundred thousand dollars, and that the net receipts, from the flourishing condition 
of our commerce, will far exceed this amount during the current year. While your memorialists indulge 
a conscious pride in pointing out the capacities and resources of Baltimore, and her fiscal importance to the 
Union, it is with equal feelings of pleasure they would direct your attention to the patriotism and devotion 
of her people in the most gloomy and disastrous periods of the war—to those periods of national calamity 
when a powerful enemy, rich in the science and all the means of war, was directing his undivided energies 
against the nation; to that period when he had penetrated to the Capitol, and laid it in ashes; a period 
which, even now, casts a gloom over the patriot’s mind, as he takes a retrospective glance over the awful 
verge upon which the fate of his loved country rested; a treasury exhausted, the enemy’s fleet riding in 
triumph in every bay and river, from Washington to the Capes; his armies landing wherever they listed, 
driving the peaceful citizen from his home, and in many instances laying waste and desolate the domicil 
that had protected him from the elements; a period when the stoutest hearts were palsied with fear and 
trembling. It was at this period, and under those circumstances of national suffering, that the citizens 
of Baltimore generously sealed their devotion to these United States by the liberal application of their 
treasures and their blood, to extricate their country from the disasters and difficulties she was then 
encountering. 

It is scarcely necessary to call the attention of your honorable body to the sufferings, privations, and 
distresses endured by our citizens during the whole continuance of the war, most of whom will be bene- 
fited should the contemplated navy yard be established at this port; for they are identified with the 
system of embargo, non-intercourse, and war. 

Your memorialists would state that, prior to the establishment of the peace of 1815, there was a 
small navy yard located at this port; but, although it was not of sufficient importance or magnitude for 
its influence to be advantageously felt, the citizens of Baltimore never murmured, though several of her 
Atlantic sisters were at that time reaping the rich harvests of extensive establishments. That, small 
and unimportant as it was, has subsequently been withdrawn; but, as others are now to be erected, and 
almost every Atlantic State has an establishment of the kind located within them, your memorialists 
respectfully urge the claims of Baltimore, as the emporium of Maryland, for a portion of the national 
patronage; believing, as they do, in all expenditures of the public money, due regard should be had to 
its equal distribution. 
JOHN B. MORRIS, President First Branch City Council. 
THO. MOORE, President Second Branch City Council. 
Tu. Puentx, Clerk First Branch. 

R. Wirson, Clerk: Second Branch. 


Approved February 9, 1826. ; 
JOHN MONTGOMERY, Mayor. 
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STATEMENT OF THE PAY AND ALLOWANCES OF OFFICERS OF THE NAVY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 13, 1826. 


Committee on Navat Arrairs, House of Representatives, February 2, 1826. 

Sir: I have been directed, by the Committee on Naval Affairs, to request of the Department of the 
Navy, information on the following points, viz: aad — ; 

What is the highest amount of compensation paid to a captain in the navy, while in service, including 
allowances and emoluments of every description; and what are the particular items of such pay, allow- 
ances, and emoluments, and the respective amounts of such items? 

What is the like amount to the officers in service, below the rank of captain? 

What are the rules established, and acted upon, in relation to the pay, allowances, and emoluments 
to officers of the several grades in the navy, while in service? 

VOL, II 19K 
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As the information is desired by the committee on subjects immediately before them, and requiring 
their prompt attention, I would consider it a favor to be furnished with the information at an early hour. 


I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
HENRY R. STORRS. 


Hon. Samuvert L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Navy Department, February 4, 1826. 


Sir: Your letter of the 2d inst. has been received. J am not aware that I can furnish more minute 
information, respecting the pay of the officers in the navy, than has been repeatedly communicated to 
Congress, and is now to be found in the documents on the tables of the members, and on the files of the 
House. 
Permit me to beg your attention to those documents, particularly to the following: The recapitula- 
tion at the end of the naval register of 1826, a copy of which I enclose, and which shows all the pay and 
emoluments which officers on active duty at sea receive. The estimates for the year, which are annexed 
to and printed with the report to the President, at the commencement of the session, and which show all 
the items allowed at all the navy yards and stations; the report to the Senate of Ist January, 1825, and 
which shows the allowances in all other cases, except at yards, and the principles on which they are 
made; and any or all the annual reports to Congress, for years past, respecting the contingent expenses. 
Every dollar received by any officer, for any object, will be found in those papers, and, as I have believed, 
detailed minutely, clearly, and distinctly. Their object was expressly to communicate the information 
which you seek, with the wish that every member might have in his hands the amount of the allowances, 
and the principles on which they are made. 

The laws of Congress, fixing the pay and rations of the officers, are to be found in the 2d volume 
Laws, page 385, and 3d volume, page 6. The recapitulation referred to, will be found to agree perfectly 
with those laws. 

That I may present you resu/ts, as far as practicable, I enclose paper A, which is a statement of the 
sums received by the several officers in active service, calculating the ration as money at twenty-five 
cents. 
I also enclose a copy of the report and estimates of last year, which, as well as those of this year, 
detail all the allowances, at all the navy yards, and exhibit the highest amount in each case. It is not 
necessary to make a copy in writing, as it will be easier to examine the printed copy. When you can 
spar it, you will confer a favor by enclosing it to me. 

The papers thus enclosed and referred to, furnish an answer to the two first inquiries in your letter. 
They state ‘‘the highest amount of compe neation paid to a captain,” and all ‘other officers,’? while in 
service, “both on land and water ;” including ‘allowances and emoluments of every description; and 
the particular items of the pay, allowances, and emoluments, and the respective amount of such items,” 
There is but one item which is not set down in money, although it is embraced in the amount—I mean 
wood. It is furnished to the officers in kind, not in money. The number of cords is therefore meutioned, 
but their estimated cost is included in the amount stated. 

In answer to the third inquiry, I have the honor to state: 

Ist. That officers on active service at sea, and on leave of absence from such service, and awaiting 
orders, by direction of the Department, for such service, receive the full pay contained in paper A. The 
law shows the amount of their pay and rations; and no ‘‘rule” is necessary to be applied in ascertaining 
what it is, except that which determines the value of the ration, when it is received in money. This has, 
for many years, been fixed at twenty-five cents; and the reasons for valuing it at that sum have more 
than once been presented to Congress, and especially in the report from the Dey ‘partment, of the 12th Febru- 
ary, 1821. W hile on ship board they are provided by the government with all the quarters, fuel, candles, 
and servants which their situation requires; and being subjected to no expense for these objects, no 
allowance is made for them. There is, therefore, no reason why they should receive any compensation 
beyond their pay and rations, and no “rule” gives them any. 

2d. Officers on furlough receive half pay and no rations. The “rule” for this has been supposed to 
be fixed by the law itself. See law 21st April, 1806. 

3d. There is active and very important employment for officers on shore, at stations and navy yards, 
where, by their orders, they are compelled to remain, and are subjected to great expense; an expense to 
which other officers are not subjected, and which their pay would not meet. The principle, therefore, and 
rule of the government, since the original establishment of the navy, in such cases, has been, to make an 
allowance sufficient to pay such of these expenses as were indispensably and absolutely necessary to 
enable them to do their duty. And the mode of estimating the allowances has been, to obtain the best 
information within the reach of the Department, of the cost of the article at the different places, and be 
guided by it. Thus, an officer is compelled, by the order of the government, to remain stationary at 
Brooklyn, and daily to perform duty at the navy yard at that place. He must have lodgings, candles, and 
Jirewood, or he cannot obey the orders; or if he have not servants to aid him in his labor, both public and 
private, he cannot constantly attend to his duty, and perform the services demanded of him. If he were 
obliged to procure them for himself, it would consume the whole of his pay; and no man, but he who had 
a private fortune, and chose to bestow both it and his time upon the public, could remain in the navy. 
An allowance for these things, therefore, has always been made; but this allowance is not intended, nor 
is it believed that there are any cases in which it operates, as an emolument or addition of pay to the 
officer; but merely of a satisfaction of the expenses to which the order of the government had exposed 
him. Be good enough to look at the estimate for the year, for the navy yards, and you will at once per- 
ceive the operation of these principles. 

House rent is allowed where there are no quarters in the yard for the officers to live in. It is com- 
puted as low as the circumstances of the place will permit. At Brooklyn, for the commandant of the 
yard, nothing, having a house; for the master commandant, when one is there, $300; for the lieutenant, 
$200, and so on for the rest. See the estimate. See also the allowances at other yards. It has hereto- 
fore been stated, that economy requires sufficient buildings at each of the yards to afford lodgings to the 
officers at it. This item of expenditure would not then be necessary. Wood is allowed to all officers so 
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circumstanced, and is bought as low as the agents can buy it. 
30 cords, the master commandant 20, lieutenant 20, &., &c. 





_ At Brooklyn, we give the commandant 
See estimates for this and all the other 


yards. ; : 
Candles allowed to a captain, at Brooklyn, $65; master commandant, $40; lieutenant, $20; &c., &c. 


See estimates. 

Servants—to the captain, three at $8, or two at $12. The master commandant, two at $8. Lieutenant, 
one at $8. The servants are mustered on the books of the yard, and liable to be called on for its protection, 
&c., in case of necessity. These several allowances are all, and are believed to be barely sufficient to 
pay for their objects, and to save the officer from actual loss in obeying his orders. These places and 
stations are sought, not for the purpose of making money, but as a change of duty, and to enable the 
officer to spend a part of his time with or near his family and private interests. Their amount is expressly 
stated in the estimates of the last and present year. 

These allowances being made, increase the annual cost of the naval establishment; and, with a view 
to as much economy as can be obtained on the subject, as few officers are now placed at the yards as 
the duties to be performed will admit. Indeed, I believe the impression is almost universal with those 
who have to do the duties, that too few are assigned to them; and they have as much to do as they can 
If it were not for the necessary increase of expense, more would be added, to make their 
labors less. I again refer to the estimates of the present year, to show the numbers and grade of officers 
at each yard. There are no other a/lowances at yards and stations. 

By the item in the appropriation bills which enumerates certain contingent expenses, it will be per- 
ceived that some other payments are sometimes made to officers, such as traveling expenses, at fifteen 
cents per mile, &., &. It is unnecessary, I presume, to repeat them, or the principles on which they 
are made. They will be instantly understood, on an inspection of the estimates of the appropriation 
pill, and of the report of the Ist of January, 1825, heretofore referred to. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Hon. Henry R. Srorrs, Chairman Naval Committee, H. of R. 
’ ’ 


well perform. 





A . 


Pay of commissioned and warranted officers on active duty. 


Captain, commanding a squadron, $100 per month, and 16 rations per day; all rations, when paid in 
money, are estimated at 25 cents each ............... $2,660 00 
Captain in command of a ship of 32 guns and upwards, $100 per month, and 8 rations per 


Captain commanding a vessel of 20, and under 82 guns, $75 per month, and 6 rations per 
-erceteeceass, LOST 


csceeee 1,176 25 


Master commandant, $60 per month, and 5 rations per day........eceeeeececceees 
Lieutenant commanding, $50 per month, and 4 rations per day......ccceee cece ceeeeeeees 965 00 
Lieutenant, $40 per month, and 3 rations per day.....ccccceccccccccccsccsccscescvceece 753 5 
Midshipman, $19 per month, and 1 ration per day........ccccsccccccscccccccccccccccece 319 25 
Cuspiain, 960 por month, and 2 rations per day... 02... ccieccecveccsccsccccecsccceves 662 50 
Pemeeeh, BOP per MOND, Ghd F TAliONG per Oy ...... ccc esesccccccccccccsccvcseceeece 782 50 
Surgeon’s mate, $30 per month, and 2 rations per day.......ccceccccccccccccscssccesces 542 50 
Sailingmaster, $40 per month, and 2 rations per day ........cccccccccccccccccescecceecs 662 50 
ever ree 662 50 


eeeeeeeeeer ee eee eee eseeeeseeseene 


1,930 30 


Purser, $29 por month, and 2 rations per day. .....cccceccccrecssccccccseseces 
Bostewain, $20 per month, and 2 rations per day. . .... 0... sec ccecccccccccccccvccscevess 422 50 
Gamner, $59 ber Month, Gnd 2 rations per Cay... oo csccccececcccccssccccccccccvecccccess 422 50 

422 50 


Sailmaker, $20 per month, and 2 rations per day...........eeeeeees 


Carpenter, $20 per month, and 2 rations per day. ......ccccccccccccccccccccccccesccceces 422 50 
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STATEMENT OF THE EXPENSES OF COURTS-MARTIAL AND COURTS OF INQUIRY, FROM 
THE Ist OF JANUARY, 1824, TO FEBRUARY, 1826. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1826. 
WasuineTon, February 14, 1826. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 12th ult., I transmit herewith 
a report from the Secretary of the Navy, with the statements relating to naval courts of inquiry and 


courts-martial, since the first of January, 1824, requested by the resolution. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 





Navy Departent, February 13, 1826. 


In answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 12th of January last, “‘ that the 
President of the United States be requested to cause to be laid before this House an exact account of the 
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expense incurred by each court-martial convened for the trial of any officer of ‘aay aban we the 
United States; and the expense of each court of inquiry held by order of the Navy pen wan , ra 
the Ist of January, 1824; stating for what Service the expenditures were incurred, to w om aps oie 
out of what appropriation. If the proceedings of the court-martial in the case of nage — = 
have been printed by said Department, out of what fund were the expenses paid, and to W lat amoun ; 
the Secretary of the Navy has the honor to enclose copy of a report from the Fourth Auditor of the 
Treasury, which contains an account of the expenses called for. 

The Secretary of the Navy has the honor further to state, that the proceedings of the court-marual, 
in the case of Captain David Porter, have been printed by Davis & Force, of this city, and an agreement 
made with them that, for the privilege of printing the same under the direction of the Department, they 
should furnish as many copies of the work as should be required by the Department at one-half the 
price at which they sold it to others. Under this agreement, three hundred copies were taken at $1.25 
each copy, making for the whole three hundred and seventy-five dollars. The work was sold to others 
and is now held by them at $2.50. This sum of $375 has been charged to, and paid out of, the 
appropriation made on the 21st of February, 1825, “ for defraying the expenses which may accrue during 
the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five,” “ for printing and stationery of every description, 
Some of the 300 copies are now in the office, others have been sent to the several stations, havy yards 
and squadrons; and forty-eight were sent on the 4th instant to the Senate of the United States, in 
compliance with a resolution of that body, passed on the 2d of February. — - : 

Which is respectfully submitted. SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 

To the Presinent of the United States. 


Nore.—The table showing the names of witnesses, their compensation and traveling expenses, in 
gross, are inserted in the original in this place, but are here omitted, on account of their bulk and 
unimportance. 


Recapitulation. 


Aggregate amount of the expenses of the court of inquiry in the case of Elnathan Judson, 
g 
sis tal gdh ech la al" ia cb iia See lala a a eee let hie $515 00 
Aggregate amount of the expenses of the court-martial in the case of Captain Smith and 
* r 9 

Lieutenant Kennon ... cee ee sec c eee eect ee eee eee e eens cer eeeeseesescessersececes 2,204 80 

Aggregate amount of the expenses of the court-martial in the case of Lieutenant Weaver, 
; ; : : \ ncllracaaaga st ; ‘ ; 
Lieutenant Warner, Lieutenant Wolbert, Lieutenant Sawyer, Lieutenant Conner, and 


Ng errr reer Perr rr teeeteetten sees eee cece receeeseseseeeeaeens 2,747 12 
Aggregate amount of the expenses of the court-martial in the case of Lieutenant Joshua R. 

Sands, on board the United States ship Franklin .............0 ee eeee bits teee eee eee 210 00 
Aggregate amount of the expenses of the court-martial in the case of Lieutenant Carter, 

Sailing Master Mull and Midshipman Van Dyke...........seccccccccccccccccccccecs 201 50 
Aggregate amount of the expenses of the court of inquiry in the case of Captain David 

a. Teer E Tr TT TT eT Te TTT Tee ET TTT TTT TT TTT TOE TTT Tie TTT Te eee. 


Aggregate amount of the expenses of the court-martial in the case of Captain David Porter.. 2,997 80 
. . > . . A > 1, a a) ia 

Aggregate amount of the expenses of the court-martial in the case of Captain Stewart, : 

Lieutenant Ramage, Lieutenant Whitlock, and Lieutenant Hunter...............2266- 7,859 05 


PETC TT TeTe TCT TTC TT OT CCT TTT TTT TET ET ETT TEETER TTT COTTE Te ce 








T. WATKINS. 
Treasury DepartMent, Fourth Auditor's Office, February 6, 1826. 
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ON A CLAIM BY A CITIZEN EMPLOYED BY A NAVAL OFFICER IN A SURVEY OF THE 
COAST, FOR EXPENSES OF SICKNESS CONTRACTED IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 





COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 20, 1826. 


Mr. Hotcomsr, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Ed. L. Young, 
of the borough of Norfolk, in the State of Virginia, reported: 

That the petitioner, in the years 1819 and 1820, was employed by Captain Elliot, of the navy, in 
assisting to survey a part of the southern coast of the United States; that whilst thus employed, owing 
to excessive fatigue and exposure, he contracted a violent illness, for the expenses of which, and for loss 
of time consequent thereon, he prays relief. 

The committee cannot perceive, upon any proper principle, or precedent established by this govern- 
ment, that such relief should be afforded, and, therefore, recommend the adoption of the resolution: 

Resolved, That the petition of Ed. L. Young ought not to be granted. 
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ON A CLAIM OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF LIEUTENANT THOS. G. TILLINGHAST, LATE 
AN OFFICER OF THE SLOOP-OF-WAR WASP, FOR PRIZE MONEY AND RELIEF FROM 
A JUDGMENT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1826. 


r. Sanps, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Daniel H. Tilling- 
F / 6 » a] ~ ry: . 4 . 
hast, administrator of Thomas G. Tillinghast, late a lieutenant on board the sloop-of-war Wasp, 
praying for his right of $50,000, voted by Congress to the relatives of the deceased officers on board 
that ship, and for his pay for his services, unsettled for the want of vouchers; and, also, that the 
as ane f ‘ ay = ? y 
money paid on a suit instituted against him by the Navy Department may be refunded, reported: 


That Lieutenant Tillinghast’s proportion of the $50,000, voted by Congress, and twelve months’ 
ay for the unsettled account, for the want of vouchers, have both been paid by the Navy Department, 
and that the suit instituted against him for $505.42, was for a balance due from Lieutenant Tillinghast, 
as settled at the office of the Fourth Auditor. 
And they, therefore, report the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE KILLED, WOUNDED, AND PRISONERS OF THE OFFICERS AND CREW 
OF THE FRIGATE CHESAPEAKE, IN THE ACTION WITH THE BRITISH FRIGATE SHAN- 
NON, IN THE WAR OF 181215. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1826. 


Navy Department, February 24, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit a list of ‘‘the names of the officers and crew of the United States 
frigate Chesapeake, who were killed or wounded at the time of her capture during the late war.” There 
is no document in this Department showing ‘‘the names of those who were afterwards confined in the 
hospital at Halifax on account of the wounds received in the engagement.” 

I have also the honor to transmit a copy of the muster roll of the officers and men who were carried 
to Halifax as prisoners of war. 

These two papers contain all the information in the possession of the Department, on the subject of 
the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 9th instant. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
CHAS. HAY, Chief Clerk. 

Hon. Joun W. Taytor, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Return of killed and wounded on board the United States frigate Chesapeake, James Lawrence, Esq., Cap- 
tain, in the action with the British frigate Shannon, on the 1st of June, 1813. 








KILLED. 

Names Rank. 
SE EMS ida GANSiereeserssnesseussdereciorsciccss SCM ONE: 
William A. White................% (eee weersankaecen.exsas See 
Pollard Hopewell........... ith ein nee ‘Chek reer. Midshipman. 
John Evans..... PNR RAaee Remaawes eT ee ee Te eee Tee Midshipman. 
Courtlandt Livingston. ......c0.cccccccscccccsoes (wri. Se 
I hoi Fa ndVkd oder cedbewwisesneenseingnecessscess TR 
George Craton.......... ee ee ee ee eee ain Se 
Sterting CMPE.........0.% Cay RR RNAS i ins wine eoeeee Seaman. 
Dente! Bermhem......cssccvccccess eS 
I EIR ob Ni Ses SSe ss sesenddxeesorserssdeecceverscess GRR ROI 
Thomas Evans........... kre enes KinbeROOReERRReS 6 44ee esses. Ordinary seaman. 
COE sho Haken ed ede wen oe er eT ee VERE ERE RRR Seaman. 
Daniel Martin...........0. Ean aks nae ew PKkb Acca wees pikawue Seaman. 
LE ee ee eee eee Te ee TT ST Tee eee Te Tee eT eT Te Seaman. 
SOMES WOOKDETY. . 200 sc ccc cvccceccccces oreo T eer Tee ere TT re . Quartermaster. 
William Russell..... ee eee eT TT eT ST eT Te TT Te ae 
eee eee eee LHR ECREDROANERSRCs sess QR 


Andrew Williams...........eeee0% eva teNareesPS shave aehe Bee oh Grae hare nea cia 


Seaman. 


] 
iy 
| 
| 
4 
| 
) 
‘ 
/ 
4 
{ 
| 
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Rank. 
Seaman. 
Ordinary seaman. 
Seaman. 

Seaman. 
Seaman, 


Names. 


PORRD BIMONES oo oc oss csesdcccccnvccccrsesccoveseces 
a be eee eer a ee re ee ree eee 
OPT TTCTT TY TUTE TITTLE TT ITE TOT T TCT eee 
eee UTE Te Ta TTT TLE TIE LET Te ee 
55.66 KAGK RAR ROR wwe ose Kdow cn eneeee eeu nee cov aes 
SE ee eee ee ree ee eee ee ee ee ee Seaman. 

§ SR NOY iii 6 ss cose eds icverdecerdasorenstsicesionsocecsns “ORME OIRMIRE, 
EE ee ee Cl 
Ts 66a OPENED EA4 CA Se eee dsbes eee eREeehecesccens “CORRERIRE?. 
NE RMON 6 hos cn SAS SETA SS cd desc ssceseneeeGcneseeesoessss. SORMIRED GREER, 
NE SN O55 66 bb NEESER ENN esos eccr see crceetacdessocncess “SERIEEY SERRA, 
a Pee Se ae Pe eee eT ee Te rT Tea. le 
PE eke esckeess BSTRRERO Cs COsdeC eRe VOCE N EES ceees TS Gee. 
“eeeesce, thie soe ceay A PC ETE Seaman. 
PE UN ok hee K SES ee kc cctescncecieressacsesasscssess SORE WRIA. 
ne, etches TE EOCENE PETC E CE LT ee 
PN 56s hS 0h 6s SANDEE KRIS OR Ses cod ewersedeeebecesecessecs “RRRBRED, 
CE SOOUNOON sos Fb dRR Ks cdi es ccsccnteeesesesosensicsess SORMRM, 


Rank. 


GS £6 o 5c tk eee KEN ONES Ka DOS RODER ROARS First lieutenant. 
Ee ee eee 
NN rick v CR EKEEKC Secon e srs eercanedcnsiesscresces RMP, 
habe CREEK RECA ss 0ckeS SORES NANA CRM OCC ESO ns “ORE 
GS re Le eae whew eee an euanekeewacna ed Seveascces EwOweRD, 
ET EEE C OTC TC LT CE TET ET TT EE ROT EEO ETT TE Ee ET Terre 
ds se iw OER es eeee sd KO aNERERREEORERe Cae 
Ee EE ee Le ee ee eT rae 
ND. KEES oe VG SAEAE EEA RNS OKA ERD RaW inceeeweress ROWERS, 
TE 5656s 0d eSKEREEME Ode See SOROeRREESeCREs CO esee «= ERUEEO, 
ST ibe cccceGhed eee KbO so cc eeeesewnteNesseeeecescns “RRO, 
ie OOPUTT TT TTC TT TCT CTT TT CTTT COTE TTT E TOT ET TET 
PE 6. 6.c bbe RERESARED A CANGE 1 4Ods6ERE SERA Aeros 


Names. 


WOUNDED. 








Names. 








tank, | Remarks. 
| 
| 


l ; 
| ‘ | i 
James Lawrence. .....eeeeecceccccccccccccevccseee, Captain ........eeeeeeeee4) Since dead, 
NE, SION 6 oie kcc ce ceewscacaescouss osceveee| MACROONERE ..ssccse000....| Salen ead, 


ING h 5 ba nA 646R 60d b00N Cs dnd w esos 6508 see] Ns 40000005 000005 
NN 5h 6b4 49h ond dOds4 KEKE ees baeenws] EE COME, 0 5660+«0] Re. 
SOMNET LAVETMIONO. 0 sine ccccssccesscccsvcccseccnee| ACting Chaplain. .......+..| Severery. 
Ns 64564-05606 kKEEES ERs he been een see ekn] EEE os0ses0s osa0es| BOR. 
Walter Abbott. ............... POTEET TOOT eee 
William A. Weaver........ccccesscccccvccesscseses| Midshipman ........+.5...| Severely. 
TG Pere rer ere ree .| Midshipman ............../ Slightly. 
co OEP OPC TTT TOTES OCTET ECT TTT ene 
a MPOPETTOTETTT TCT Y Te TTT TET. STE ET eS 
TRS TION oso c ce cccn sc cccntvcscesscescccccseces| OREMMEY GORMAN. 1.6655...) Boverely. 
POO ROTOR. 6s is ccssccesossssces .| Ordinary seaman..........) Severely. 
Peter Quantin. .....cccsccccscccscsccccose -| Ordinary seaman..........| Dangerously. 


James Butler... ...eceeecaseeeeeeeeececceeeeeeeeee| Ordinary seaman..........| Severely. 

| Dangerously 
.| Ordinary seaman........../ 423 7 
| ) | ( Since dead. 





| eee Te TTT TET TCE eT TTT TTT E Te 
.| Ordinary seaman..........| Severely. 
Thomas Sterling... .| Ordinary seaman..........) Slightly. 
Jefferson Griffith. .......ccccccsccescccccseccccsess| Quartermaster .. | Severely. 
ee ee eee eer eres | || Teer. le 
PR BIE Keb dieser Kise esses nce deces ciccscg] AIOE 6. casscccess) OCR, 
PE Ms 665 605 ssa ssc cndebsenseesecccces ses] SOMMER iss cen eer sends sae] DOVER. 
Joseph Weyland. ........eeeceecceecccececeseeeees| Ordinary seaman........../ Slightly. 
NE I 65 ose ce ced ede Sbeedssccacnexcdes| REEL Sicssccuse..sscae6| BO GOR. 
Forbes Dela......sseceeeeeeeceeeceeeeeeeoeeeeeees! Quartergunner ...........| Since dead. 
I OIE circ ese scdsdsseceserescescescweces| COMME ccs cccesseneess cs] BEVERER, 
CTT CCT ee Tee eT | errr Te 
John Hodgman... se eecceeceeeees| SCAMAN .ceeeeeeesecseeees| Since dead. 
Francis Franklin. . +eeeeees| Ordinary seaman........../ Slightly. 
Henry Hyde...... ..| Ordinary seaman..........) Severely. 
PE SECM 5k d bs ccc cccccnccdcassacvecseves| OMUMNERY GORIDEA, Hee mes end Slightly. 
POON MUNG Sinsdncsacsecsvecen..s.ceseeessee0s| ORME WOMEN. ...5.6005) BOverely. 
ge. (idee SOON Cee ed ece eet EE an cecsenescesenss| Be 
PN GS binca eek skeddnsiwsrcerscenseanceg] AN Wes esasccesscea'scs| DORE 
James Parker.... were ce A 


essere eevereresee eevee eeee | j 


John Peterson.... 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 














° 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
- 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
- 
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Wounded—Continued. 





Names. Rank. Remarks. 





Ebenezer Day... ..ccccccccccccsccccccccccssccsscee? | Ordinary seaman.. ....... Severely. 
Giles Con. ..... cee cee cece ccc ccecccsccesseeeeeee, Ordinary seaman..........| Dangerously. 
Andrew Vandemear....... see e ee ee cece eee eer eee) DCAMAN ooo eeeeeeeeeeceeee! Slightly. 
Samuel Hatton. .... cee ceeceeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeee Sailmaker’s mate..........| Slightly. 
Darby Lee....ccccceccccccccccccccecescccscceseee| DCAMAN ..eccccecccccecees! Since dead. 
John Hunt... ...ccccccoscccccccccccccccccccccceees| Ordinary seaman..........| Since dead. 
Rola Peters... 2c ce cece ec ee cece cece cece eee ees, OCAMAN cieeeeeee coeeeeee| Slightly. 
NE FENN 6556600656 566 a sere sees ceresesevcenec} DOMED sce ceacecassoens Severely. 
Thomas Finnegan... ..s.eeee cece cess eeeeeeeeseeeee, Gunners yeoman..........| Slightly. 
Joseph Vaughan. ....ccccccccecccccccccccccccoceee| Ordinary seaman......0... Severely. 
Er ee ee ol ewe se 
Noah Dearborn. ...eceeeeeeecee cece cece ee eee ceeee) DCAMAN ......eeeeeeeeeeee| Severely. 
a iii ae iSO K 6s eS RR Dk Se KON aes e enn she) SON 4 chabenn darewense Slightly. 
Charles Sargent.....cseeeecccecccecccceccccceceee, OCAMAN cies eceeeccesecees| Slightly. 
William Metcalf. .......ccce ese c cece ces cesses cceee| SCAMAN vieeececcceeeeceee! Slightly. 
Charles Thompson... ....eeeeeeeeeeee eens cence eee ee, Seaman ......ssseeeeee---| Severely. 
Abraham Richardson, .......c.cccccccccsccccccccee| Ordinary seaman.......... Slightly. 
James Durfee... ..ecceccceecceecceccceccceccceces, OCAMAN ..eeeeeeeeeeeeseee| Slightly. 
Thomas Smith, 2d.......ssceeccccccccceccceceeseee) Quartergunner............| Dangerously. 
JODN VCaZY. eee cere cece cree ee eceeeeeeeeeeeceseee, Quartergunner........+++-| Severely. 
Lewis Hanscom. ......ceccecccccccccccceccccccceee| Ordinary seaman..........| Since dead. 
William Hubar............cccccscccccscccescesces| SCAMAM ..ccccscccccccecee| Severely. 
John Giles. oc... cece cece cece ceccsecccccesccesceee, Quartergunner............{ Slightly. 
Benjamin Sumner... .... cess ccc ccccccseesecseseeee, OEAMAN ....eeeeeeeeeeeee+| Dangerously. 
William McAfferty. .......ccccccccccccsee. coseceee) SCAMAN .....eeeeeeeeeeees| Slightly. 
Thomas Kouse.......eeeees ss ceececccceccceccseeee, Quartergunner........+++.| Severely. 
EC eC 
John Dezink. oe cecccccccesccccceccescccceccescee| DCAMAN ..cesecccecccceces| Severely. 
John Peterswing......ececcssecccecee coos soveees| SCAMAN ..ceeeecceeeceeees| Slightly. 
William Pcterson........sesesccescecccccecccceces| SCAMAN ..ceececccecceecee! Slightly. 
William Stewart. .......ssecccccccecccccccccssces:| SCAMAN ..eescccecececeees| Severely. 
Asa Newhall.....,..cccscccccsccccccccccccecercee| SEAMAM .cccccccvccccccces| Severely. 
Alexander Brown........ssscccccccccoscccsccscece! SCAMAN ..cccccccccccceees| Severely. 
Mathias Douglass..........seeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeee| Ordinary seaman........../ Dangerously. 
Oe ee Cd) ee 
John Crutchett......cccccecccscccccccccccescceees| SEAMAN c.occceccesccvcese! Severely. 
Thomas Jones, 2d.........ccceecececcceccceccceces| SCAMAN ..ecceecceccesceee| Slightly. 
John Caldwell... ...ccecccccccccccccccescccecccees| DEAMAN scosccecccecceeees| Severely. 
William Gardiner...........-.ceccecccccccecececce, DCEAMAN crosccscccceccceee| Severely, 
See SUOMI, BE... 6 cs oo ee ecceeeeseeeess..cooes| Qanvtermantior............ | Severely. 
John Kegan... cesescceccesccccccccssccscsscceecs| OCAMAN ..csccccccccecceee| Severely. 
Michael Twee......cscccecccccccceccccsccceccees| Ordinary seaman..........| Slightly. 





Marines. , 
JOHN TWiss.....cecccescccsccccsccccccccscccccces| SETLCANE seccsccccecceees| Slightly. 
William Harris........ccceccccccscccccccccccccces| DEFZEANE ceccccccecceeeee! Slightly. 
We ON i e546 5 RENEE KOREN Ue weer ee sercacesc) CORIO iccsccecesccccecs| Sree deal 
i ee eee ey rn ccccecccccee| Slightly. 
James Brown... ..scccesccscccccsccescescccccccces| PFIVALE ..eecccccccegeceee| Severely. 
Joseph Twigs... ..ccscccccssccsccccvccescoeseocsss| PRIVATE soeccccccccccccees| Slightly. 
George Upham, ......ccccscccccccccccccccecceesce| Private cecccccccccccccces| Slightly. 
John Crippen....sescoscccssssccccecccecccccccccce! PFIVALC .cecccccccccccesce| Slightly. 
SAmUel JACKBION. . ..0csccccccccscccccvccecccccsecee| PFIVALE ..ccccccccccsccces| Slightly. 
John JOHNSON. ....ececcccrccecscesscoescesscossee| PFIVALE cesecccccceecccces| Slightly. 
John Wright.... Private ......eccececeee+s| Dangerously. 
PE a a eens cers sds ssdeNeedccsesccceccwss| PRIMED. cceccccscsveccess| SVR. 
OI ches evednseeeercscesvaacecvewel PEMER o anes cevcccccceee| Severely, 
ONO FO ox 056 656s css ch cdiesevivassevceceees| PRON iiicsecccceccss ss} Bligh 
POON POM hic sce cnareveeearsees secccsvoee| PRIVEE. i02s00006eceeesss| Slightly. 
SO SN a se died den see cdseravesesccacecccsccn|, MEOMID S45 cbcnes sccccccss| SORORE 
Ee Ase aves Cee NERS Kees enemas) SEER cae tneeeesssseeee| Bi, 
eh com sre Mecaniaaiaeas CO OE OEE i PETER EE EOE 
PE NS 6 hah K ese eds Kade ee en Ndess skew ennwinnenns], REORONE 6abrcececcsvecesss) SE 
hh rari te iia cess esi ress annewesnes] POE cieicsccecns ccc. | SOE 


e 
e 
° 
° 
. 
. 
e 
e 
e 
e 
. 
. 
. 
. 
° 
. 
. 
e 
. 
e 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
” 
. 
. 
. 
e 
e 








ee NNR s ti wernkieee deesedsonediekense hes. Kacasdcwnsosrnsace MO 
R. C. EDGAR, Surgeon. 
T. J. CHEW, Purser. 
Hautrax, June 15, 1813. 
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Muster roll of the officers and men belonging to the late United States frigate Chesapeake, who were carried 
to Halifax as prisoners of war. 








Names. Rank. | Remarks. 
| 





George Budd ............... eee Oee Te, 
Richard C. Edgar ...........) Surgeon ........+++++.+.) Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 


Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 


Francis Nichols... Midshipman . 
Returned to Boston per Agnes, 


Walter Abboth....<.s6s.s5. do Seuech eee eee 


- 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
- 
. 
. 
. 
. 
° 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
° 
. 
. 


James W. Forrest... 20.20... do i wleubimipahe 
Wei, BARGG. os 6vcccscsces do wAsene wed nel 
TE OOIMEM. 5 5.5 eo scccens do seieipie anlar 
eS do seeeeeeeeees Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
eS do errr rer Ty 
TE TINE 6665) deed 4 ene res do (iivwanwewel 
ee a es do Pekereve ee 
Edmund M. Russell.......... do Liceanecetenl 
George Miller .............. Carpenter ...0..s00e0000| 


William Thompson ..........| Sailmaker..............| 
ees | re 





Benjamin Gold........-...6. BD Sdswssecdanseceel 
William Martin... ...2..000s. CO sscsecccvescvees| 
PO WE NR, cbc dsdccccoss] BE: 2csteucsicvatouwsl 
Joseph Allen ........+.+++-./ Ordinary seaman........| 
Moses Stephens ............. do 2S Aaa 
Benjamin Osgood .......... do amended 
Joseph Stephens .........-../ Seaman, .......eee.e0e,| 
William Thompson, 2d....... dO sseeeeeeeeeeeees! Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 


Perry Yearman .............| Ordinary seaman........| 
William Brown, 2d.......... do iemenawet 


Oliver Cramswell... ssccceess do ery 
James SPourt....eeeeeeeeeee do ++++e+e+ Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Harvey Howard ........++6. do Ss eeeewe! 
Sylvester Stacey........000. do rere 





John Appleton......+..+++++/ Seaman... ....+++.++++) Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
John Orr.....+e++eee+eeeees) Ordinary seaman........ Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 





ey | do ‘weevensl 

Joseph es | do er 

Hoary Poster .....5000...... do odes 

Peter Quartin .............. do .sseeeee| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
See seni (ss > + 6 bins 20.6 “a eo paees | Returned to Boston per Agnes. 

Jonn RIGOR. . ccc carsccceoe| do pain e eee 

Joseph Pitcher. ..s..4000050| do bwinnael 

ee as do cnaneken 








Green Camp....+eeeeeeeeeee! do Se eneves 
WV SON PHONE. 5 nose cesses! BOY seccccesccceeseeess 
Cesar Black............-+..-| Ordinary seaman........ 
ee ee do pia ae 
George Daw.......s.eeeeeee| do eee | 


Returned to Boston per Agnes. 





i Philip Bertram. .......20+000] Boy ..csccovssecccceres| 
George Williams.........++.) Scaman....sseeeeeeeeee! 
i Henry Ensign .......++4+-0. Dy. Wikievinnessucenal 
' Levi Waterman........cee- -| Ordinary seaman....... | 
Abijah Davis ...........20..| do Leeecewnl 
i, eT do eeeeeeee) Returned to Boston per Agnes, 
‘ John Chappell, Ist ..........| do ‘wwstaenl 
Thomas Sterling Stee eeeeres do seeeeeee) Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
tichard Williams, 2d........, do -++eeee+! Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
POM MORES Y.. 660s ccccccsese| do sseveces| 
Peter Davis ....+-.6++seeeee! do eer ye Ts 
Robert Goencer .. 2. 660...00 do nena 
Jefferson Griffith.........+.+. Quartermaster .........+.; Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 


Joseph a Sr Gunner’s mate ..<.cccces 
Henry C. Minor... Ordinary seaman........ 
ee ee 
Peter TRUE 66 ccccsscess a is oa 
ee re ee ee ere TU ae i i Se Bi 
Nicholas Johnson ........ | Quartermaster pie ee tees eee 
George North ............. | Boatswain’s yeoman .....!| 
FORR PHOSCYs.602ccccccesens| Ordinary seaman........ 
PE chk ei veawees 
James A. Lewis ....+-... 
lewis Prantis ......0000. 








. 


ih eee eee Terre ee er 


+) Quartermaster .........+) Returned to Boston per Agnes. 
--| Ordinary seaman........ 
! 


NE SO, Si kd ieee wseee do ‘suueee 


| 
| 
John Demidoff .......+......! do pian 
George Cawdell.....++++....) Boy tee e eee eee eeee eee 
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Muster roli— Continued. 
































Names. Rank. Remarks. 
Haffiel White...........6. SORMIEE soe nscecnes , 
George Fernandez. ........ Se ‘ 
William Frederick ........ Ordinary seaman... ‘i 
William Dey ......c0.600. SOON 6 5 WA kha ees ’ 
Anthony Joseph.........-. Ordinary seaman........ 
Patrick Brooks............ cap Ee -| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Thomas Lindley........... a , 
Se Cie 4 8 dee ers ewes |e eee -| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Ebenezer Lord........006. Ordinary seaman... , 
Joseph Wheyland ......... do wea -| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Benjamin Simonds......... do re . 
Samuel Hays .......ccsees eo Z 
Henry Smith. .......2000.. a ee waiweuees ‘ 
pO ee re errr a ee ee ‘ 
John Dale.......+......+-+.| Ordinary seaman... . 
Joseph Chedman ......... do — ‘ 
Mathew Kentner.......... do a ‘ 
Jonathan Shaw ....eccoee- ere ‘ 
PE WOO 6 occ cnewcnss Oe pvestnnwes ‘ 
Robert Holmes............ Oe” stnescnnewe ‘ 
Fol DROW 6 os cksensvcess Ordinary seaman... : 
James Sper7in 60.06 0000 do wi ° 
John Scott ...ccesccevcece do oe% . 
Foti BM. os evssacesees do “<n . 
FORN JOICE oc ecsccscvcess do wate ‘ 
Chartes Witter . 2 00265004.) SOQMON ...20000008 -| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Andrew Sampson ......... 9 eT eee ‘ 
FO TIOD oo seve ce sscness Ordinary seaman... -| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Peter Penyman ....00060+. DOOM bi ccca ewes ; 
Eliphalet Carr ........0.0. BO edi nnsainrs -| Returned to Boston per Agnes. 
Francis Williams ......... Ordinary seaman... ‘ 
Christian Nelson.......... | , 
Benjamin Landers. ..........| Cooper....esccoses ‘ 
Robert Perkins ........00. DORMIAM 620s ceees , 
Hatch Oakman..............| Carpenter’s yeoman. ‘ 
Joseph Witcher.........0. do mate... ‘ 
Michael Grace ..........0. do GO eas ‘ 
Lambert Flowers.......... DOOMON is ive sees ‘ 
Samuel Gale... .oscccccess Quartermaster ..... ? 
ey ae WOOMAN oss cecsveis . 
Andrew T. Rogers......... Ordinary seaman... »| 
Thomas Flanagan ...........| Seaman ........0.. - Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Ce ee Ordinary seaman... | 
Joseph Russell ............./ Boatswain’s mate... -| 
Peter Lingreen .........0. DORM ssc ciceess. ; 
Francis Franklin............/ Ordinary seaman.. .| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Pe NR aos veces) GO occiscesvesccenses| 
Martin Mathley ........... Quartergunner ..... -| 
Samuel Webber........... Ordinary seaman... :| 
Christian Holmes.......... POE ok eases o| 
Henry Hyde... ...scsccsee Ordinary seaman... - Returned to Boston per Agnes. 
os Me ee eee reer ree =| 
Thomas Leonard .......... Ordinary seaman... | 
Alexander Grant.......... do nate | 
Enoch Hackett ........... do ve -| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Magnus Sparing .......... So ee ‘ 
Andrew Mercer .........0. ol CEC e Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
John Medley...........06. me csevsavcros .| 
John Thompson.......+.+. Ordinary seaman... o| 
CU Bay ces cvesacccncs| OMAR Ac icracincs ccdaec 
Jota TRUMGA, 26s cccceses : 2ckncnpeees -| Returned to Boston per Agnes. 
POMPE GAGs. cssccsesees Me snsrawonses | 
James Parker ..........0. GO sanesecsens | 
Martin Andeison ........ SS txsewesaees | 
Ebenezer Day........se00- Ordinary seaman... -| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
James Waterman ......... do vee . 
Singh TAR, 066 scceseces do eee . 
Andrew Vandermear.........| Seaman........05: ‘ 
Samuel Hatton..............| Sailmaker’s mate........ 
Samuel Green ..............| Ordinary seaman........ 
Premise Paris. ......vscceees do errr re 
sabe pau COTO © Rn re 
Henry Simpson .............| Gunner’s‘mate.......... 
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Muster roll—Continued. 











Names. Rank. Remarks. 





ba AUEOUN 25's ooh b6e% doc) DHODIMNBR 6 dcdeanewsess dec 


| Me -cxivorwednd caus 
SOGR WIRE 2505s ccess0 De ivscdawneneoewes 


Charles Reynolds............| Ordinary seaman........ 
Rola Peters ........e+ee+e++) Scaman....eeeeeeeeeee-| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 


FONE MONE 2 o0csscccsccess| BOY ..0405- (eeteoneed 
PO SOON 5h 66sec esas.) BORMMERs icvsccsossseons 
Samuel Ratcliffe ........000. DO. dtkevconseevenes 
PRIOR PORE. .o5 0. scscceesse BD -ttaseresvea vedo 


John Douglas.......+++.++++| Ordinary seaman........ 
Robert May ........+-+++.2-+) Scaman........++++++..! Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 


Thomas Finigan ............| Gunner’s yeoman......../ Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Joseph Vaughan ............| Ordinary seaman........| Returned to Boston per Agnes. 





Francis Commagee ......-...! do ceweeaws 
et re ere rer 
Peter Thompson ............| Ge: uscocecnvesenees 


NN ee edebecckwnernnat BO Keser dvaseneeken 
Henry Stainback............| Ordinary seaman........ 
Noah Dearborn .............| Seaman........+++-+++-| Returned to Boston per Agnes. 
PORN TOUIMB. 65000 c0cccee0e| dO weeeeeeeeeeeeeee! Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Abraham Cutler............./ Ordinary seaman........ 
anne 
Salmon Goodrich. ....0..0062| AYMOTE ...cs0ceceeree 
Edward N. Thayer ..........) Midshipman . 
Thomas Gould ......... ....| Seaman..... 
William Metcalf ............]| dO seeeeeeeeeeeeeee| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
ee 
cocoa” tiie tessa CREE EOE, BO Ses ceeterssvenws 
i Se 
POMCS TOOHGOR 250 5.00s0000 BO sscctcsceseeeses 
Charles Thompson...........! dO seeeeeeeeeeeeeee| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Abm. Richardson............| Ordinary seaman........| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
James Durfee...........++++ Seaman......sseeeeee++) Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Thomas Smith, 2d...........| Quartergunner.......... 
Cherios Bastland. .......0655| BEAMaMm .oscoccsecvesees 
John Vezy..seseeeeeeeeeeeee) Quarterguuner......+-++) Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Mark Ferauld...............| Ordinary seaman........ : 
Jonathan Walker..........+.; Quartergunner.......... 
NC CEO obese oie cds) DORMER sn ccccectceecoes 
ee We ED God cacens) MOY dence ccsa scene oonaes 
William Hubar .............| Seaman........-.+..+++.+| Returned to Boston per Agnes. 
William Brown, 3d.......... BO. ésecnccerouseres 
Ce ede 
Nathaniel Coles.............| Boatswain’s mate ....... 
OES Ae 
Hammond Bush............./ Ordinary seaman........ 
i ee ETT TET ETE ik. ET OTE TEE Cee 
Aaron Jackson..........-...| Ordinary seaman........ 
ee | rrr 
John Coursey...........+++-| Ordinary seaman...... 
Florence Crawley ........... do errr 
John Giles, alias Gerald......| Quartergunner..........! Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
reer eer re ener 
ee OO neevicwecensewns 
Philip Blake, ........+eeeee. DP: Shéscrsndetwseedee 
Benjamin Trefethan ......... a. weccss enews 
Benjamin Sumner .......++-- dO .eeeeeeeeeeeeeee! Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
Joseph Pike........+++e++++| Ordinary seaman........ 
NS SECO E CTE EEE TCE, re 
i Joseph Sanders .....+++.+06- OO -cdcuvneneounoewes | 
Andrew Cunningham ........ dO .seeeeeeeeeeeeee| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Jacob Ellsworth ....++..+e6- RP. tress. ssedweweas 
John Dix.....-.eeeereeereee! Surgeon’s mate ......... 
William Swift ......+.+eeeee! do .++eeeeee| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Halsey Carey.......--..+++.| Seaman... 
William R. Ruse........+... 
William M’Cafferty..........| do ..+.+++e+-0e+-.| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 


| 
| 
tes OLE TEE 


eoeteeeeeree 





do eereeeeeeeereeeeee 





DS Seepesdeewisnac’ 





area eenaSEENSaTEEE ener 











. 
. 
. 
- 
. 
e 
- 
. 
. 








MG tucionsaneansees 


Luther Eldridge............. 
Francis Williams, 2d........ 
Thomas Levinus .....-......| Ordinary seaman.. 
DROS DOMES oh0cccccccoes do ee rery 
TE So bck dcsiv tenia c) OM: cc ccccsnvesenes 


Quartermaster .......... 
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Muster roll—Continued. 








Names. 





Rank. Remarks. 





————— 





William Parker........ee00. 
William Staples .........6. | 
George Gifford. ...... seeeeee| 
Mathias Rogers.......-eee.6.! 
Charles Goodman ........... 
Thomas Kouse...........06. 
William Wainwright........ 
William Worthington........ 
Michael Rutherds ........... 
Joes DOMROK. «cco wasscveess 
John Peterswing........eee. 


Nathan Leaver ........ Whee 
anil MAINS ..0.0csccccess 
William Gordon ......... ner 


Benjamin Proctor .......++.. 
William Perry......s...eee. 
William Peterson ........... 
Stephen Haynes ........++.. 
John Northup ..... eee 
William Stewart...........6. 
Ne ee rr 
Joseph Antonio .........004. 
Emanuel Gaumas ....... ‘we 
Pater TeCOtts . occccesccvees 
Michael Tivyly, alias Tivea... 
Emanuel James.....2-ecceees 
Asa Newhall ........-. ‘nee 
Alexander Brown ........-.. 
Michael Douglass ........... 
James Denny..,....ccceseee 
Charles Sherlock ........2e0. 
John Johnson, 2d ....... cane 
Nicholas Fountain ........+.. 
Israel Buckins.......ececee. 
William Small. .occcescccess 
George Mills ..... ethnus soe 
Christian Stephens ......+-.. 
Mason Reynolds ........+4.4. 
Charles Brunnan ........ee0. 














James Alexander........ ‘wee 
Charles Westerberg .........| 
a 


William Lockwood ..........! 
SOR FRO boc ceccscccecees| 
Kingsbury Moore .........0., 
John Lund .....eccceccevees! 
Thomas Carpenter...........6) 
William Jones. ..cscccesess | 
John Crutchett .....+.06....| 
Robert MiGKIn 2.00000 00cses| 
ONE GT is Keene 42005500] 
Thomas Jones, 2d........... 
Jone Caldwell .osc cies cccces! 
James Tompkins........+...! 
William Gardiner ..... er 
Thomas Hardy..... reer | 
Thomas Jackson, 2d.........| 
eS Kivewsenccvene] 
William M’Kenney..........! 
Thomas I. Chew......-.ecee. 
Josiah Rainsford............ 
Ab’m W. Blanchard ......... 
Russell Baldwin ........200+ 
Samuel Livermore.........2. 
Benjamin Follett............ 
eo errr reer 
Thomas Smallpence ......... 





Acting chaplain.........| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
Acting midshipman...... 


Master’s mate ......ee0. 


Quartergunner..........) Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Ordinary seaman........ 


Quartermaster .......... | 

Boy ee ee -++++.| Returned to Boston per Henry. 
meaman....... cece eee ee| 

Quartergunner...... --++) Returned to Boston per Agnes. 
Ordinary seaman........| 
do ieuacags 
RS hint eaiasicnwnn 
| 

> -sirkekawaae -e++- Returned to Boston per Agnes. 


OP: saaarseneewsacs 7 Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 


Te skminvannnes sees 
Ordinary seaman........! 


rr | 

do ia ntalaei 

do eee 
Seaman......... -++++++ Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 

Quartergunner ..........| 

Seaman...... er ee 
dO seeeeeseeeeeees. Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 

do eeeeereeeee eeeceee! 

do eoeeeeve eeeeeeeveve .| 

| 

OP ~26teneeseuaeeeay | 

Me ssbndsswetanwewad 
OP 28sser<awaws --+-) Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 

eX swiveesceevenenel 
Me sseaneses +++eeeee) Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
RO weeeere seeeeeees, Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 


Ordinary seaman........ Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
OONIM 6s skiccscasaeses sl 


do piecing alec 
Master-at-arms.......... | 
SORA 6 once s veeees oe 
Oe Mieabinrndiicndesal 
i. cntewaee abaeaan | 
Oe iccidcondeeawsan 
De gadtwhieraeaneaasy 
GE sasatisvoasnwees 
EO -Rubiotareuakeveveneuateronenexe 
i davetseereeanews 
Se dkvepeediadekees 
Oe éviwns al et ereTeieievers 


Midshipman ........000. 
ee re 


Mh. dG kia maaaa 
GOs ister eieloracexcsecsteleyerele 
i cwichevncsiutwss 
Me skiebs «ancien 


dO .seeeeeeeeeeeee| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
dO sseeeeeeeeeeeeee| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
Ordinary seaman........ 
SCRMAN . 2.00.0 ++eeee+-) Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
MF scares eer ree 
Quartermaster ..........) Returned to Boston per Agnes. 
Acting lieutenant .......! Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 


Midshipman ........ -+.++! Returned to Boston per Henry. 


Purser ....+....+++.++++! Returned to Boston per Henry. 


Steward........+.......| Returned to Boston per Henry. 


Clerk ........+.++e++-+-; Returned to Boston per Henry. 
Acting midshipman......} Returned to Boston per Henry. 


do pigiieeh 


Edward Parker .........++++) Boy .....+s++++++ee+e++] Returned to Boston per Henry. 


OME csccevises! DUE. cxseceswneseseee es 
Esaw Himan...........++++.| Captain’s steward ....... 
Seaman.....+.+++eee+++, Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 


John Pe beinenieekeews 


William Berry .......000200 Midshipman..,.....+-..-/ Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 





John Twiss.............+++.| Sergeant marines........ 
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! 
? | 
Names. | Rank. | Remarks. 
| 
| | 
a P — vine ne seahas 
| | 
Richard Hoffman....... eee | ee ener ye | Died on the passage per Frederick Augustus. 
o oD 
James Brown........0.. coal RO Ksnrwevdses .....| Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
Thomas Stocker... ..ssses0- | De ehbece raced bhGure 
ae Se sases errr r Tes | Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
George Repham...........6. | BO dcnscascnsenedvans Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
s } g 
Sonn rer... scwcd ed0s s | US séscssucke canta Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
PI | g 
Samuel Jackson............. | DO séveewcieens .... Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
Solan Jobmaon. .....sceceeces | OS Avcewae ieeakion ic 
PE ES 5.0 606446 doc ves Oe céwewes eer 
Miles Morris..... beee hae baie WO» nismatcersanese . Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
OEE BOON Vos bi cdececwds i seacens ickeaeeent 
James Orault........... eee) CE 6.05 waseeen cers | 
Jonathan Landers..... renee | Private..... cvccsccecss| 
Joseph Smith...... Tee rrr es BO  tineressewes er 
Mathias Woobery ........... st diseckweawbarene Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
y g 
Warren Fogge...... based wale Di ccceedeee iocias Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus, 
[oko} oD 
Thomas Johnson ....... meres Dk dcesseveeawe .-... Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
p 
capes. (UES CE EET WO sacdsrwsreenenes 
Sylvester Holland ........... MS teed ndetes eT 
George Clyne. ........... is De dis redcccdunenes Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
ee | = 7 penance news .-.--- Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
P g 
Archibald Roulstone......... | BG sbwerevwdc canes 
William Harris ..... SOS ee ute PRMDES 66.4 608 cen sn nav 
OTe | re | 
WT BI bos csveesoess DS wienseowws .»-++., Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
PONE SIRE 5 ccdcssecscess We swvesnws ieeeree | 
FOMCE DORI, 6.05 s0000000 DO sévescccansevens| 
ee ere Pe sane céecboissuvel 
John Livre eevee eeeeevreeevee en Private eevee evee ee 
NN 66s vx sade dowd ea dO «seveeeee..--eee- Returned to Boston per Frederick Augustus. 
‘ p 8 
THOMAS I. CHEW, Purser. 
’ 
19TH Coneress. ] No. 296. (Isr Session. 








ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF ESTABLISHING A NAVY YARD AT CHARLESTON, SOUTH CARO- 
LINA, AND ON THE ST. MARY’S RIVER, OR AT SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, ETC. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 2, 1826. 

Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who have been directed, by resolution of the House, 
respectively to inquire into the expediency of establishing a navy yard at Charleston, in South Caro- 
lina, and at some suitable point on the St. Mary’s river, and to whom was also referred the memorial 
of the mayor and alderman of the city of Savannah as to the inquiries directed by the said resolu- 
tion, and so much of the said memorial as prays the establishment of a navy yard or depot at 
Savannah, reported: 


That they have considered the said projects so referred to them by the House, and are of opinion that 
it is inexpedient, at this time, to establish a navy yard at any port between the Chesapeake Bay and Cape 
Florida. Before a navy yard can be judiciously located at any place between these points, on the coast, 
it is indispensable that further surveys should be made of harbors, which have not yet been minutely and 
thoroughly examined. Among these are Beaufort in South Carolina, and Savannah and Brunswick in Georgia, 
for the survey of which, the committee recommend to the House that an appropriation be made of the sum 
of eight thousand dollars. This amount will, in the opinion of the committee, be sufficient to cover all 
the expenses incident to such surveys. 

On an application fromthe Naval Committee of the Senate, the Secretary of the Navy informed them 
that the survey of Charleston and St. Mary’s did not enable him to decide, on the point between Hatteras 
and Florida Cape, at which it would be best to have a naval establishment, but that surveys would be 


necessary of Savannah, Brunswick and Beaufort. 
R. Y. HAYNE, Chairman on Naval Affairs of the Senate. 


See also Secretary of the Navy’s annual report of Dec. 2d, 1825, page 15. 
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19TH Coneress. ] 
ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF ESTABLISHING A NAVY YARD ON THE RIVER THAMES, 
IN CONNECTICUT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 2, 1826. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who were instructed, by a resolution of the 6th of 
January last, to inquire into the expediency of establishing a navy yard in the waters of the river 
Thames, in the State of Connecticut, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is not expedient, at this time, to establish a navy yard in the waters of the river 

Thames, in the State of Connecticut. 





No. 298. [lst Sesston. 





19tH Coneress. | 








ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF ESTABLISHING A NAVY YARD AND STATION ON THE 
NARRAGANSET BAY, IN RHODE ISLAND. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 2, 1826. 
Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who were instructed, by a resolution of the House, of 
the 5th of January last, to inquire into the expediency of establishing a navy yard and naval station 


within the waters of Narraganset Bay, in the State of Rhode Island, reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That it is not expedient, at this time, to establish a navy yard or naval station in the 
waters of Narragansct Bay, in the State of Rhode Island. 





No. 299. [lst Srsston. 





191TH Coneress. ] 


ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF ESTABLISHING A NAVY YARD AT BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 








COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 2, 1826. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of the mayor and 
city council of Baltimore, praying that a navy yard may be established at that port, and who were 
also directed, by a resolution of the House, of the 16th of December last, to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing a navy yard at the said port, reported: 


That they have had the subjects of the said memorial and resolution under their consideration, and 
are of the opinion that it is inexpedient, at this time, to provide by law for the establishment of a navy 
yard at the said port. It does not appear to the committee that any pressing necessity exists at this 
time, which calls for the increase of the number of navy yards north of the entrance to the Chesapeake, 
and if it shall be found hereafter expedient to increase them, it will first be necessary to obtain com- 
plete surveys of the whole of that part of the coast. The committee now have under their consideration 
the expediency of providing by law for completing the survey of the coast of the United States, as recom- 
mended in the report of the Secretary of the Department of the Navy to the President of the United 
States, in his letter of the 2d of December, 1825, and by the President communicated to Congress, with 
his message, at the commencement of the session; and they, therefore, deem it inexpedient to grant the 
prayer of the said memorial. They recommend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from the further consideration of the 


said memorial. 
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19ru Coneress. ] No. 300. [Isr SEssion, 





ON THE ADDITIONAL NAVAL FORCE REQUISITE FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE COM- 
MERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH BRAZIL AND BUENOS AYRES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH z, 1826. 


Navy Department, March 3, 1826. 

Sm: In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 23d February, ‘that the 
Secretary of the Navy be directed to report if there are a sufficient number of vessels now in commis- 
sion, for actual service, to enable him to extend adequate protection to our commerce to the empire of 
Brazil and to the republic of Buenos Ayres; and, in the event of the whole naval force in commission 
being engaged on other stations, what additional appropriation will be required for this object,’’ I have 
the honor to state that estimates have been formed and an appropriation bill passed for the support, in 
commission, of one ship of the line, three frigates of the first class, one frigate of the second class, six 
sloops-of-war of the first class, three sloops of the second class, and seven brigs, schooners, &c. 

These vessels were intended to be distributed in the following manner: 

In the Mediterranean—N orth Carolina 74, Constitution frigate, sloops Erie and Ontario, and schooner 
Porpoise. These vessels are now there, and it is not believed that any change can be made, with safety 
to the public interest, by withdrawing any part of this force. 

In the Pacific—the frigate United States, sloop Peacock, and schooner Dolphin. The Brandywine, 
now in commission, will be prepared for the purpose, and relieve the frigate United States, so that that 
vessel will return about the close of the year. The Peacock must, in like manner, be relieved by another 
sloop-of-war, and it was intended to send an additional vessel of that class, making in all a frigate, two 
sloops and a schooner,—a force which cannot be diminished with safety to our commercial interests in 
that ocean. 

In the West Indies we have the frigate Constellation, corvette John Adams, sloop Hornet, brig Spark, 
and schooners Shark, Grampus and Fox, to which may be added the corvette Cyane, intended for that 
station at the expiration of her present cruise on the coast of the Brazils and Buenos Ayres. The recol- 
lections of the last two years admonish us that any part of this force cannot be withdrawn. It could be 
sent to no place where our interests are in greater jeopardy. Indeed, the impression is not feeble that 
we ought to increase it without delay. 

This distribution of the force leaves but a single sloop-of-war in commission, which is not specifically 
attached to and employed in the protection of commerce upon and near some station, Separate service, 
and objects of a general nature, will certainly employ that one. 

It may, therefore, in answer to the resolution, be stated that there are not a sufficient number of ves- 
sels, now in commission for actual service, to enable the Department to extend adequate protection to our 
commerce to the empire of Brazil and to the republic of Buenos Ayres. It is believed that an additional 
frigate and two sloops-of-war would be necessary for that object, and an estimate is herewith transmit- 
ted, marked A, of the annual expense of supporting a frigate of the first class, one of the second class, 
and one sloop-of-war. 

The appropr ation which shall be made by Congress will determine the character and number of the 
vessels which will be put in commission for that service. 

I have the honor to enclose copies of communications, recently received, marked B, C, D, and EF, 
recommending the employment of an additional naval force, for the purpose mentioned in the resolution. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





A. - 


Estimate showing the annual expense, for one year, of a frigate of the first and second class, and of a sloop-of- 
war, exclusively of the pay and rations of the commission and warrant officers, but including the expense 


of outfits. 








| Frigate, 44. | Frigate, 36. Sloop. 





Pay of petty officers, seamen, Xe. PUR Tee $53,772 00 | $44,616 00 | $17,712 00 
eg ETT eT eT TTT ee TTT eT eee ° ff aa § 11,223 75 
Medicines and hospital stores...........eceeseeeeeeceecess| 2,000 00} 1,600 00 1,000 00 
Ets, 60 DO MPPOOPTINte o.oo cc seeceesccccscccscesesccss| $0,000 00 | 45,000 00 20,000 00 


| a 


Wear and tear, under head of ‘‘repairs”..........ees+e++++, 16,000 00 | 12,000 00 8,000 00 





$157,815 75 $133,146 00 | $57,935 75 
| | 











B. 


Wasutneton, February 15, 1826. 
Sir: Intelligence, apparently authentic, having reached this country of the existence of a state of 
war between the governments of Brazil and of the United Provinces of the La Plata, the undersigned, on 
behalf of their constituents, beg leave to represent to you the consequences likely to result from the war 
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between these governments. The uniform course of events, for the last seventeen years, leaves no doubt 
of the fact that the coasts and waters of the countries at war will instantly swarm with privateers, and 
pirates assuming their character, and that the commerce of neutral powers will become the indiscriminate 
prey of their rapacity. To prevent the vexatious delays and losses which must ensue, the undersigned, 
on behalf of their constituents engaged in commerce with Rio Janeiro, Buenos Ayres, and other ports of 
the government of Brazil, and of the United Provinces of La Plata, respectfully ask leave to suggest the 
expediency of dispatching forthwith a respectable naval force, to protect the American navigation from 
the interruption and insults to which it must otherwise be exposed in that quarter. Leaving all further 
considerations of the urgency of this step, or of the amount of force required by the exigency of the occa- 
sion, the undersigned beg leave to sign themselves, 
With great respect, your faithful, humble servants, 


‘JOHN REED. 

JOHN BAILEY. 
JOHN DAVIS. 

H. W. DWIGHT. 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 
B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
SAMUEL LATHROP. 
SAMUEL C. ALLEN, 
JOHN VARNUM. 
AARON HOBART. 
EDWARD EVERETT. 
JOHN LOCKE. 
FRANCIS BAYLIES. 
Hon. 8. L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





C. 


Boston, February 20, 1826. 


Sir: The existing war between the Brazilian and Buenos Ayrean governments, it is feared, by the 
merchants trading to South America, both on this side and beyond the capes, and to India and China, will 
be put in great hazard, The valuable trade, which has necessarily to pass at no great distance from the 
seat of war, or the importance and value of this trade, does not require to be remarked upon. It is believed 
much of the danger may be avoided, should the government think proper to send a respectable force, to 
cruise off the coast from the La Plata to northwardmost part of the Brazilian territory, with orders 
occasionally to show itself at Buenos Ayres, Montevideo, Rio Janeiro, Pernambuco, &c. Many privateers 
will be fitted out on both sides; and however either government may be desirous to keep them within 
bounds, as respects neutral states, it is to be feared they cannot be restrained from committing depreda- 
tions on our commerce, particularly in cases where the incitement is strong, from the value of the cargo; 
as would be the case of those going to and coming from India, China, and the southern coast of America. 

It is respectfully suggested that a small force would rather give confidence to than awe those who 
may be disposed to prey upon us. The opinion here is that the contest will be soon over; but that, until 
such is the case, property will be very unsafe in those seas. 

Gentlemen have thought it best that you should be addressed on the subject, rather than to memori- 
alize the President; should your opinion be in accordance with ours, a suggestion from you to the 
Executive would produce the desired effect. 

With much personal regard, and with sentiments of respect from those who join me in the application, 
and at whose request I make the above suggestion, 

I am, sir, your obedient servant. - T. H PERKINS. 


Hon. Samuen L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





D. 


Puiwaperputa, March 1, 1826. 

Sin: The Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, at a special meeting held last evening, directed me, as 
their organ, respectfully to represent the exposure to which it is believed the commerce of the United 
States, in the trade to South America, will be exposed, in consequence of the war which has been declared 
by the Emperor of Brazil against the republic of Buenos Ayres, and to solicit in their behalf such 
protection from the armed vessels of the United States as the government in their wisdom may consider 
efficiive and competent to the object. 

The fostering care which is manifested on all occasions by the Naval Department towards the 
commerce of the country, inspires the highest confidence that, on the present occasion, there will be 
nothing wanting to comply with the reasonable wishes of the mercantile part of the community which 
existing circumstances will permit. Notwithstanding, it is viewed as a duty by the chamber to make 
known the apprehensions which are excited for property supposed to be in jeopardy, and to co-operate 
with their fellow-citizens in other seaports, who have or may make known similar apprehensions to the 
government. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, I have the honor to be, &c., 
ROBERT RALSTON, President of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 

To the honorable the Secretary of the Navy. 
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E. 
Battmore, March 2, 1826. 


Sir: It cannot be necessary for me to state to you the great magnitude of our commerce with the 
rich and extensive empire of Brazil, and with the provinces of Rio de la Plata; that its importance is 
enhanced in a national point of view, from the circumstance of its taking off a larger proportion of the 
produce of our country than any other branch of our South American trade; that owing to the existing 
state of war in those countries, the whole of this valuable commerce is left to the mercy of pirates, priva- 
teers, and men-of-war; the first two always ready to depredate on the property of any nation, and the 
latter but little disposed to respect neutral rights (as we know from experience), unless awed by the 
presence of a respectable naval force. 

The Chamber of Commerce of this city, therefore, most respectfully beg leave to suggest the expedi- 
ency of immediately dispatching, not only a respectable, but an imposing naval force, tor the protection 
of our commerce in that quarter. ' 

I have the honor to be, with the utmost respect, your most obedient servant, 
W. LORMAN, President of the Baltimore Chamber of Commerce. 


To the Hon. Saver L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the United States Navy. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF VACCINATION IN THE NAVY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 8, 1826. 


Navy Department, March 6, 1826. 


Sir: In answer tothe resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 10th of February last, “that 
the Secretary of the Navy be directed to inform this House whether any, and, if any, what, regulations 
have been adopted by that Department for the encouragement of vaccination in the navy of the United 
States,’’ reported: 

That in the month of August, 1816, the commissioners of naval hospitals appointed Doctor Elnathan 
Judson an acting surgeon, (see paper A,) and instructed him “to visit the several ports of the United 
States, for the purpose of vaccinating all the seamen, ordinary seamen, and others attached to the United 
States navy, who had not been previously secured against the small-pox by that salutary operation,” 
(see paper B.) Orders were also given to him from time to time containing directions for his government; 
but as they relate principally to the places where the duties were to be performed, it is not considered 
necessary to annex them to this report. Doctor Judson continued to act under his appointment until 
June 7, 1821, (see paper C.) 

On the 18th June, 1821, he was appointed an acting surgeon of the navy, and received orders from 
the Secretary of the Navy similar to those which he had before received from the commissioners of the 
naval hospitals, (see paper D,) and he continued to act under them until the 2d October, 1824, when other 
duties were assigned to him. Since that time no person has been ordered on this service. 

No general regulations have been adopted by the Department for the encouragement of vaccination 
in the navy of the United States, other than those which relate to the general health of our vessels, as 
found in the rules and regulations for the navy, page 44, &c., and especially the 20th article, relating to 
the duty of surgeons, (see paper E.) 

It is considered the duty, both of the commanding officer and the surgeon, to see that every precau- 
tion is taken both to prevent and arrest contagious and other diseases; a duty for the faithful performance 
of which they are held responsible. The small-pox has not frequently made its appearance in our ships, 
though instances have occurred, the most recent of which was on board the frigate United States, in the 
Pacific ocean, in September last, by which one seaman was lost, and several others suffered severely. 
At the last advices, health had been entirely restored to the ship. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

The honorable Sreaker of the House of Representatives. 





A. 


Doctor Elnathan Judson: 


You are hereby appointed an acting surgeon under the act establishing naval hospitals in the United 
States, and you will be entitled to the pay and emoluments of a surgeon in the navy during the period of 
your services under this appointment. In every stage of your operations you will make aregular report 
weekly to the Secretary of the Navy of the number and description of the persons vaccinated, and con- 
sider yourself subject to such further orders as the commissioners of naval hospitals may deem expedient. 

Given under our hands this 5th day of September, 1816. 

A. J. DALLAS, Secretary of the Treasury. 
B. M. CROWNINSHIELD, Secretary of the Navy. 
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B. 


Navy Department, August 7, 1816. 


Sir: By direction of the honorable the commissioners of naval hospitals in the United States, I have 
the pleasure of transinitting to you an appointment as acting surgeon, and you are hereby authorized to 
visit the several ports of the United States, for the purpose of vaccinating, gratis, with the best vaccine 
matter, all the seamen, ordinary seamen, and others, attached to the United States navy, who may not 
previously have been secured against the small-pox by that salutary operation. You will be pleased to 
notify your acceptance of this trust, and make reports of your progress accordingly. 

Your pay will be determined and settled when the commissioaers shall again meet upon the execution 
of their duties 

I am, very respectfully, &c., BENJAMIN HOMANS. 

By order of the commissioners of naval hospitals. 

Doctor E_nNatuan Jupson, New York. 


Navy Department, August 22, 1816. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 20th, current, requesting instructions as to the extent of your 
operations under your commission, I have the honor to inform you that the immediate appointment is 
predicated upon the several principles of humanity towards that useful class of citizens, seamen. You 
will therefore give public notice in such newspapers as may be disposed to favor the cause gratis, and 
apply to the commanding naval officers personally, for such an examination of the men actually in service, 
to whom, of course, you will always give a preference, and such others of the class of seamen as may 
apply, you will not turn away. You will proceed in this business as your own good judgment shall point 
out, and notify your change of residence from time to time. Your pay will be settled when the commis- 
sioners meet, and the mode will then be pointed out. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
BENJAMIN HOMANS, Secretary to the Commissioners of Nava! Hospitals. 

Doctor Evantuan Jepson, Acting Hospital Surgeon, Philadelphia. 


Navy Departvent, October 28, 1816. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 24th inst., I will observe that your appointment, being direct from 
the commissioners of naval hospitals, you are alone subject to their orders, there being no intermediate 
officer between them and yourself in the establishment. Being thus responsible to the said commission- 
ers, you will use your own discretion and judgment in the exercise of your duties, and report your 
progress and proceedings regularly for their approval, as well as to show the proper application of your 
time and attention to the object of your appointment. In the letter of instructions, of the 22d of August, 
you were directed to apply to the naval commanding officers upon the several stations; therefore, a proper 
respect for them would point out, of course, a compliance with their requests, when the good of the 
service shall require, and not incompatible with your immediate duties. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
BENJAMIN HOMANS, Secretary to the Commissioners of Naval Hospitals. 


Doct. Etnatnan Jupson, Acting Hospital Surgeon, New York. 


Navy Department, September 8, 1817. 


Srr: Your letter of the 29th Angust, and annual report of persons vaccinated, have been duly 
received, and are satisfactory evidence of your attention and zeal in performing the duties assigned you. 
Orders will be transmitted to you by the next mail, in relation to the further prosecution of your labors, 
and, in pursuance of which, you will immediately proceed to New Orleans. By the next mail you will 
also receive a remittance of six hundred dollars, to meet your expenses. 

I am, respectfully, &c., by order of the commissioners of naval hospitals, 


BENJAMIN HOMAN: 


2 


( 


Doctor Eunatnan Jupsox, Acting Hospital Surgeon, Charleston, S. C. 


Navy Department, September 9, 1817. 

Sm: Your proceedings, thus far, under your appointment, have been approved, and upon receipt of 
this you will proceed to New Orleans, and report yourself, to the commanding naval officer upon that 
station, as acting hospital surgeon, under the commissioners of naval hospitals. In so reporting, you are 
not to consider yourself under the orders of any officer, or the control of any surgeon of the United States 
uavy; your authority being direct from the honorable commissioners of naval hospitals, for the purpose 
of vaccinating, with pure virus, all the seamen of the United States navy, and, subsequently, all others 
who may apply for, or be willing to receive the benefit. 

In reporting to the commanding officer of any station, you will request from him an order to the 
officers under his command, to facilitate your operations, and to have their men all mustered for the 
purpose of being vaccinated; and you will report, to the commissioners, any obstructions you may meet 
with in the discharge of this duty, in order that measures may be taken accordingly, to secure the 
successful issue of your appointmeat. By exhibiting your authority to the commanding officers of the 
navy, it is presumed you will meet with every attention and support in their power to afford. ' 

I am, respectfully, &c., by order of the commissioners of naval hospitals, 
BENJAMIN HOMANS, Secretary to the Commissioners. 


Doctor ELnatHan Jupson, Acting Hospital Surgeon, Charleston, S. C. 


To all captains and commanding officers of the United States navy: 
Whereas, The commissioners of naval hospitals have appointed Doctor Elnathan Judson a surgeon 
in the hospital establishment, and he is specially charged with the duty of vaccinating the seamen of the 
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United States; therefore, you will please to recognize Doctor Judson, in his official station, permit him 
to examine and vaccinate all seamen, and others, under your command, and afford to him generally all 
the facilities and aid in your power to accomplish those important objects, of which he will, from time to 
time, make due report to the Navy Departinent. 
B. W. CROWNINSITELD, Acting Commissioner of Naval Hospitals. 
Navy Devartwent, June 29, 1818. 





C. 
Navy Departuent, June 7, 1821. 
Str: Your letter‘of this date, resigning your appointment as acting surgeon under the act estab- 
lishing naval hospitals, has been received, and your resignation accepted; and we avail ourselves of 
this occasion to inform you that the duties assigned you under that appointment have been discharged 
with fidelity, and to our entire satisfaction; and we hope and trust your services will contribute very 
materially to exterminate the small-pox, which has, in times past, been exceedingly destructive among 
our seamen. 
We are, very respectfully, &c., S. THOMPSON. 
M. H. CRAWFORD. 
J.C. CALHOUN. 
Dr. Exnarnan Jepson, late Acting Hospital Surgeon. Present. 


Navy Departuent, June 13, 1821. 

Str: You will proceed to Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and Portsmouth, N. H., and report your- 
self to the commanding naval officers of each of these stations, for the purpose of vaccinating, with the 
best vaccine matter, all the seamen, ordinary seamen, and others attached to the United States navy, 
who may not previously have been secured against the small-pox. The commanding naval officers will 
afford you all the facilities and aid in their power to enable you to accomplish this object. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
SMITH THOMPSON, 

Dr, Eiwatuan Jepson, Acting Surgeon United States Navy. Present. 


Navy Department, January 14, 1822. 
Sir: You will visit the principal seaports in the United States, and administer gratuitously to all 
seamen, who may not be secured against the small-pox, the benefits of vaccination, reporting from time 
to time your change of station, and the progress made by you in the discharge of the special duties 
assigned to you. The Fourth Auditor of the Treasury will remit to you your pay as it shall accrue, and 
make the same allowances in the settlement of your account as were done heretofore, when you were 
acting under the authority of the Commissioners of naval hospitals. 


I am, respectfully, &c., SMITH THOMPSON, 


Dr. Evnatnan Jepson, Surgeon United States Navy. Present, 


E 
4 
4s 


“90. He shall occasionally inspect the crew, and take every precaution to prevent the origin or 
progress of contagion; on the appearance of which, he shall, without delay, report the case to the com- 
mander, in order that a timely separation may be made of the sick from the well, and adopt such measures 
as may have a tendency to arrest the progress of the disease.” 
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ON THE UTILITY OF A BREAKWATER AT THE CAPES OF THE DELAWARE TO THE VES. 
SELS OF THE NAVY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 14, 1826. 


Navy Department, March 11, 1826. 
Sir: In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 6th of February, directing 
“the Secretary of the Navy to inquire and report whether the construction of a breakwater at the capes 
of the Delaware, for the security of merchant vessels seeking a shelter from storms, would not) furnish 
important advantages to the navy of the United States, in operations offensive and defensive, in war as 
well as in building, repairing and equipping public vessels in time of peace,” the Secretary of the Navy 
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has the honor to report, that there are not in the possession of this Department any important facts other 
than those which are within the knowledge of the public, and which have been presented to Congress in 
the various documents relating to the subject which occasioned this resolution, 

It is not perceived in what way the smaller of the two breakwaters proposed could furnish advanta- 
ges, of any description, to the navy of the United States, either in peace or war, as the depth of water 
would prevent its use by the vessels belonging to the navy. Nor is it perceived in what way advantage 
could be derived from the larger of the two breakwaters, in building, repairing and equipping vessels in 
time of peace, unless, after its completion, works for those purposes should be added. 

Of the expense of such works no safe estimate can be formed until after the breakwater is com- 
pleted. Their usefulness must depend upon the sufficiency of our navy yards and depots, which are 
designed for those purposes. At present these are believed to be sufficient for the number of our vessels 
and the wants of the service, and that it would not be expedient, at great expense, to provide another 
establishment, unless it is the intention of the legislature to break up one or more of those now in use. 

It is not improbable that a very large and very useful navy yard, for building and repairing, might 

be formed there; but probability is all that can be reached upon the subject until the breakwater is 
erected. 
The advantages which the navy would derive from the larger of the proposed works, are, protection 
from storms, in peace and war, in the same way and to the same extent as merchant vessels on that part 
of our coast, and as a place of resort for security from a superior force, where a junction of separate 
portions of our own forces might be formed, and from which an attack might be advantageously made 
on an enemy cruising on the coast. 

These advantages will be estimated highly when the nature of our coast, and the distance from the 
Chesapeake to the head waters of New York and New England, are considered, 

The copy of a letter from the Commissioners of the Navy, herewith transmitted, will present their 
views upon the subject. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, February 7, 1826. 

Sir: The small breakwater, or partial harbor, would not, in the opinion of the board, afford any pro- 
tection or shelter to the vessels of the navy. There is not a sufficient depth of water even for the class 
of sloops-of-war. It could not, therefore, become a place of resort for our vessels either in peace or war. 

The large breakwater in contemplation may, in many views, be considered as offering important 
advantages to the vessels of our navy cruising along or approaching the coast. If cruising near the 
capes of the Delaware, on the appearance of an easterly storm, vessels could, and would no doubt avail 
themselves of such a harbor to ride out the storm in safety, instead of contending with it on the ocean, 
where great damages, possibly a total loss, might occur. Without such a safe harbor to bear up for, 
where they might find protection against the storm, and shelter against the ice, they would continue at 
sea and contend with its furies, in preference to contending with the dangers of the ice. Hence, it is 
evident that, in time of peace, the large breakwater would be of benefit to the vessels of our navy. 

In a state of war these advantages would be greatly increased. A vessel of our navy, falling in 
with a superior force, might be saved by retreating to such a harbor, where protection against the enemy, 
and the winds and ice, would be found. For want of such a harbor, a vessel might be captured or 
stranded in an effort to avoid a superior force. Greatly more important will these advantages appear 
when considered in reference to a squadron or fleet of our vessels. Such a squadron cruising between 
New York and the Chesapeake, where an enemy’s squadron might also be cruising—suppose a storm to 
arise before the two squadrons can meet—ours could find shelter from the storm, while that of the enemy 
would be completely exposed to it; and, when the storm should subside, our squadron would proceed in 
search of the enemy, who, being most probably in a crippled state, would be easily found and easily 
vanquished. 

Again, suppose an enemy’s squadron to be cruising between New York and the Chesapeake, and 
that we have a squadron lying at New York, and another at Hampton Roads—each, singly, inferior, but, 
when united, equal or superior to the enemy; a junction becomes important to enable us to contend with 
the enemy; and, in order to effect it, one of these squadrons sails for the port where the other may be 
riding; on its passage thither it falls in with the enemy, and is pursued by him, but has time to arrive at 
the great breakwater, which it enters, and is saved by the protection which that work would afford. 

Many other views might be taken, but it is presumed that those mentioned will be sufficient. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


WM. BAINBRIDGE, 


Ifon. Saw L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 
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ON THE NECESSITY OF INCREASING THE NAVAL FORCE FOR THE PROTECTION OF 
THE COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH BRAZIL AND BUENOS AYRES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 17, 1826. 


Mr. Barrierr, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred a communication from the 
Secretary of the Navy, of the 3d instant, in answer to a resolution of the House of the 23d of 
February last, inquiring ‘“‘if there are a sufficient number of vessels now in commission for actual 
service to enable him to extend adequate protection to our commerce to the empire of Brazil and 
to the republic of Buenos Ayres, and, in the event of the whole naval force in commission being 
engaged on other stations, what additional appropriation will be required for that object,” reported: 


That they have had the subject so referred to them by order of the House under their consideration, 
and, in their opinion, a due regard to the interests of the United States, and the protection of its com- 
merce, requires that provision should be made by law for fitting out a naval foree adequate to their 
security from aggression by the public or private armed vessels of the governments now at war on the 
eastern coast of South America. It appears, by the letter of the Secretary of the Navy Department, that 
the means now in the power of the government will not enable that Department to afford this protection 
to our commerce in that quarter, without withdrawing a naval force from other stations, where it cannot 
be diminished with safety. The committee are of opinion that the force to be sent on this service should 
not be less than a frigate of the first or second class, and two sloops-of-war. The Guerriere can be pre- 
pared for sea in ninety, the Congress in sixty, and the Macedonian in forty-five days, and two sloops-of-war 
in about sixty days. To enable the government to fit out one of these frigates and two sloops-of-war, 
the committee have directed a bill to be reported to the House, making the necessary appropriations for 
that object. 





Navy Department, March 11, 1826. 

Sir: I enclose you a letter which will explain the situation of the vessels, and the time required to 
fit them. 

I also enclose a detailed statement of the expenses of supporting a ship of each class. The clerk did 
not understand me, and made the statement embrace the commissioned and warrant officers, which is not 
done in the paper A, annexed to the report. It is now too late to cor:ect the error, but a short explana- 
tion will relieve from the difficulty. 

The paper A states the amount of the expense of the vessels, exclusive of commissioned and warrant 
officers. 

The paper B, from the line which is drawn across it, gives the items of that expense, so far as pay 
and subsistence is concerned. By adding them up, you will perceive the amounts agree. 

Paper B gives all the expense of pay and subsistence of all the officers. The commissioned and 
warrant officers were not embraced in A, because the support of them is provided for in the annual 
appropriation bill, The others are employed when the vessels are put in commission. 

The item of provisions in A, is formed by taking each person on board the vessels, and calculating 
one ration for each at twenty-five cents. Thus you will perceive that in a frigate of the first class there 
are of officers, seamen, &c., 436 persons; multiply this by the days in the year, 365, and divide by four, 
and you have the amount in dollars, of that item in C. 

So take the number of petty officers, seamen, &c., and multiply and divide in the same mode, and 
you have the amount of that item in A, 

The three remaining items in A are the uniform estimate on those subjects, and as near the truth as 
we can come. Sometimes they are a little more and sometimes a little less than the actual wants of the 
vessel, but always very near the truth. 

The haste in which these statements are made induces me to request you to consider them private, 
so far as not to print them, and if further explanations be required, I will call on you to-morrow and give 
them. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Hon. H. R. Storrs, Chairman Naval Committee. 


Navy Departwent, March 11, 1826. 
Sir: There are three frigates, one of the first, and two of the second class, which may be fitted for 
sea in a short time, viz: 
The Guerriere in ninety days; the Congress in sixty days; the Macedonian in forty-five days. The 
Guerriere and Macedonian are at Norfolk—the Congress at this yard. 
There are also two of the new sloops-of-war, viz: the Lexington and Vincennes, both at New York, 
which may be prepared for sea in about 60 days. 
The only doubt as to the times mentioned arises from the difficulty in enlisting seamen, but it is 
hoped that little, if any, delay will arise from this cause, 
Tenclose to you a detailed statement respecting the estimates of the expenses of preparing and sup- 
porting these vessels for the year. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., SAWL LL. SOUTHARD. 
Hon, Henry R. Srorrs, Chairman Naval Committee, House of Representatives. 
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B. 


Estimate of the pay and subsistence of all persons attached to a frigate of the first class, a frigate of the 
second class, and a sloop-of-war, for one year. 


























Frigate of the Ist | Frigate of the 2d | — Sloop-of-war. 
| class. | class. | ; 
ae — a | 
Captains ...cecccesccccccceccencvece 1 | $2,112 50 | 1 | $2,112 50 | 
Master Commandants......ecccccecece | tome | aaeene Samat To aie i -pheesneues 1 $1,085 00 
CUR CNONEE 6 ions ee ese scr cccwscveses | 8 5,300 00 7) 4,637 50 | 5 3,312 50 
ee eter ee eee eee ee ee eee 1 | 571 25 P3 5TL 25 | 1 571 25 
Chaplains .....cccsecccsscccece rere | 1 | HTL 25 1 | 571 25 
NS OCC Te Coe T oe eet eee ; 691 25 1) 691 25 1 691 25 
Erne reece eee | Ly} 5u1 25 1}- 57125; 1 S571 25 
eR Cee ee | 331 25 1 | 331 25 | 1 331 25 
I iia: s pSV EE Sa Renna nenwexs eo 331 25 1 | 331 25| 1 331 25 
Carpenters .. cece cecccceccccccccens | 1 | 331 25 | 1 | 331 25 | 1 331 25 
RS TAMINEUINO LS: ¢.0i-ooie-0 0 one's is wile weve. Wi etersi oles | 1 | 331 25 | 1 | 331 25 | 1 331 25 
IN sia srcciwbieneasbinie esos seus 26) 5,928 00} 20 4,560 00) 12 2,736 00 
Surgvuons’ Mates... ...sscrcsseseseves | 2 | 902 50 2 | 902 50 1 451 25 
CHORE iv acceucaens errr re TT eee ee | 1 | 300 00 1 | 300 00 1 300 00 
| | | ! 
CR a cainnwibiicieineiinies pieseieind ; 21600) 1) 21600, 1) 216 00 
Boatewaitts’ Mates... 10. .csccccccccces | 4} 1,112 00 | 3 | 684 00 2 | 456 00 
GOMMOTH MBLC. 6 occ cc ssececccccess | 2 | 456 00 2 | 456 00 | 2 | 456 00 
Carpenters’ mates..........66. adews | 2 | 456 00 1 | 228 00 | 1 | 228 00 
a rr re | 1 | 228 00 1 | 228 00 | ie 228 00 
Masters-at-arMs .........ceccccvccees | 1 | 216 00 216 00 | 1] 216 00 
UOXSWAIDS. ee eee eee eee eeeeeeeee 1) 216 00; 1 | 21600) = 1 | 216 00 
i IN ie cavenens iwesrcee ce } 2] 432 00 1 | 216 00 | 
COOPeTS ..cecccccsccsssscccccscccces | 1 | 216 00 1 | 216 00 | 1 | 216 00 
ere eee ere ree eee eee Te LTTE ee 1 | 216 00 i | 216 00 | 1 | 216 00 
CAPtOPANRONS 5 oi kse coeds cescecees | 12] 2,592 00 10 2,160 00— 8 | 1,728 00 
Qnartermasters ....00cccecscvcsecees | 8 | 1,728 00 6) 1,296 00 | 5 | 1,080 00 
FOOD 6 6666 ese de eee en seen veces | 3 | 648 00 3 648 00 | 3 | 648 00 
Purscra’ S06 WArds. .66.scccccccsecaces 1 | 216 00 1 | 216 00 | 1 | 216 00 
ee ee sosceseet 266) 28,080 00 129 | 18,576 00 | 70} 10,080 00 
Ordinary seamen ......cesevcccsccces 170 | 20,400 00 131 | 15,720 00 | 40 | 4,800 00 
a eer ee Ter ee eT eer ee Tere 20) 1,440 00 22, 1,584 00) 10) 720 00 
436 | $72,101 00 | 354 | $59,334 50 | 145 | $32,763 50 
| | 











N. B.—Deduct all the items above the black line; they are provided for in the general navy appro- 
priation bill. 





C. 


Estimate of the annual expense of a frigate of the first class, a frigate of the second class, and a sloop-of-war. 








| Frigate—lIst class. | Frigate—2d_ class. | 
| | 


Sloop-of-war. 








| $72,101 00 $59,334 50 | $32,763 50 





Pay and subsistence...... ere | 
bondi ce, og OTT CLL TET E TEE ee | 39,785 00 32,302 50 | 15,993 75 
* Medicines and hospital stores......... | 2,000 00 1,600 00 | 1,000 00 
* Outfits, to be appropriated under head | | 
1 OI (i cicedecbaseuvewaves vie | 50,000 00 45,000 00 | 20,000 00 
© Wke OWA BORE. i iccesscveescasesees| 16,000 00 12,000 00 8,000 00 
$179,886 00 $150,237 00 $77,757 25 











*These estimates are the same as those made for vessels of the same rates. 
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$$$ ee 


Pay, one year. 

















Frigate of Ist PIBRE oso bese eee eesews $93,072 9 months IRE Mee Gk ea Sa wee eee $40,329 
Sloop-of-war oe cceeceeeeeee cere ceecce bitte VINO isisicracscersessexecscccasnes TRS 
Sloop-of-war ....+.cceeeeecececeeeees 1LT,712 OWOONE iii cisccciccccsctecccsvexeees, TAGs 
CRG ko E DECK REEE REESE. 60 Hb TESORO ESE RD ie crew OREO NRRREORE ESSERE: FOS 

Pee RIPE n.ccceccccacccessee SOBsO8S DO MOMhB IG. osc ccccccsceccecesecssesss QUGsORs 
PM cicccstcesstccccecs UgRSS PRIMO cccescsesntsccssevssccerens Boe 
SIOOP...cccccccccccccccese 11,223 9 months 1s....ccecescceccccccccscecees 8,418 





eoereeeeereeeereeeeeeereeeeeeeee eee eeeseeeseereseeresesees $45,868 


Provisions... 





=—=—= 





Navy Deparruent, March 3, 1826. 
Sir: In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 23d February, ‘that the 
Secretary of the Navy be directed to report if there are a suflicient number of vessels now in Commission 
for actual service, to enable him to extend adequate protection to our commerce to the empire of Bra- 
zil and the republic of Buenos Ayres; and, in the event of the whole naval force in commission being 
engaged on other stations, what additional appropriation will be required for this object;” I have the 
honor to state, that estimates have been formed, and an appropriation bill passed, for the support in 


’ 


commission of 

One ship of the line, three frigates of the first class, one frigate of the second class, six sloops-of. 
war of the first class, three sloops of the second class, and seven brig's, schooners, &c. 

These vessels were intended to be distributed in the following manner: 

In the Mediterranean—N orth Carolina 74, Constitution frigate, sloops Erie and Ontario, and schooner 
Porpoise. These vessels are now there, and it is not believed that any change can be made, with safety 
to the public interest, by withdrawing any part of this force. 

In the Pacific—The frigate United States, sloop Peacock, and schooner Dolphin. The Brandywine, 
now in commission, will be prepared for the purpose, and relieve the frigate United States, so that that 
vessel will return about the close of the year. The Peacock must, in like manner, be relieved by another 
sloop-oi-war, and it was intended to send an additional vessel of that class, making in all a frigate, two 
sloops, and a schooner; a force which cannot be diminished with safety te our commercial interests in 
that ocean. 

In the West Indies, we have the frigate Constellation, corvette John Adams, sloop Hornet, brig 
Spark, and schooners Shark, Grampus, and Fox, to which may be added the corvette Cyane, intended for 
that station at the expiration of ler present cruise on the coast of the Brazils and Buenos Ayres. The 
recollections of the last two years admonish us that any part of this force cannot be withdrawn. It 
could be sent to no place where our interests are in greater jeopardy. Indeed, the impression is not 
feeble, that we ought to increase it without delay. 

This distribution of the force leaves but a single sloop-ofwar in commission which is not specifically 
attached to, and employed in, the protection of Commerce upon and near some station, Separate service, 
and objects of a general nature, will certainly employ that one. 

It may, therefore, in answer to the resolution, be stated, that there are not a sufficient number of 
vessels now in commission for actual service, to cnable the Department to extend adequate protection to 
our commerce to the empire of Brazil and to the republic of Buenos Ayres. It is believed that an addi- 
tional frigate and two sloops-of-war would be necessary for that object, and an estimate is herewith 
transmitted, marked A, of the annual expense of supporting a frigate of the first class, one of the second 
class, and one sloop-of-war. 

The appropriation which shall be made by Congress will determine the character and number of the 
vessels which will be put in commission for that service, 

I have the honor to enclose copies of communications recently received, marked B, C, D, and &, 
recommending the employment of an additional naval force, for the purpose mentioned in the resolution. 

Iam, very respectfully, &e. 
SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Estimate showing the annual erpense, for one year, of a frigate of the first and second class, and of a sloop- 
of-war, exclusively of the pay and rations of the commission and warrant officers, but including the 
expense of outfits. 


Frigate—44. Frigate—36. Sloop. 


Pay of petty officers, seamen, Xc.......cccccecccccscecccs| $93,772 00 | $44,616 00 | $17,712 00 
PROVING ccccccrsrsvrcovrcessevcsesesessosccsseveseoss| 36,048 75 | 29,980 00 11,223 75 


PME MIND MONINED HLONON, os bse acsescesvacesovenseves 2,000 00 1,600 00 1,000 00 
Outfits to be appropriated. ........cceccccscecccsccsescese| 50,000 00 | 45,000 00 20,000 00 
Wear and tear, under head of “ repairs’’.........e.ee0026-, 16,000 00 | 12,000 00 8,000 00 





$157,815 75 $133,146 00 
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B. 


Wasuineton, February 15, 1826. 
Sir: Intelligence, apparently authentic, having reached this country, of the existence of a state of 
war between the governments of Brazil and of the United Provinces of the La Plata, the undersigned, 
on behalf of their constituents, beg leave to represent to you the consequences likely to result from the 
war between these governments. The uniform course of events for the last seventeen years leaves no 
doubt of the fact that the coasts and waters of the countries at war will instantly swarm with priva- 
teers, and pirates assuming their character, and that the commerce of neutral powers will become the 
indiscriminate prey of their rapacity. To prevent the vexatious delays and losses which must ensue, the 
undersigned, on behalf of their constituents engaged in commerce with Rio Janeiro, Buenos Ayres, and 
other ports of the government of Brazil, and of the United Provinces of La Plata, respectfully ask leave 
to suggest the expediency of dispatching forthwith a respectable naval force to protect the American 
navigation from the interruption and insults to which it must otherwise be exposed in that quarter. 
Leaving all further considerations of the urgency of this step, or of the amount of force required by the 
exigency of the occasion, the undersigned beg leave to sign themselves, 
With great respect, your faithful, humble servants, 

JOHN REED. 

JOHN BAILEY. 

JOHN DAVIS. 

Hi. W. DWIGHT. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 

SAMUEL LATHROP. 

SAMUEL C. ALLEN. 

JOHN VARNUM. 

AARON HOBART. 

EDWARD EVERETT. 

JOHN LOCKE. 

FRANCIS BAYLIJES. 

Ion. 8. L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


Boston, February 20, 1826. 

Sir: The existing war between the Brazilian and Buenos Ayrean governments, it is feared by the 
merchants trading to South America, both on this side and beyond the capes, and to India and China, will 
be put in great hazard: the valuable trade, which has necessarily to pass at no great distance from the 
seat of war—the importance and value of this trade doves not require to be remarked upon. It is 
believed much of the danger may be avoided, should the government think proper to send a respectable 
force to cruise off the coast, from the La Plata to northwardmost part of the Brazilian territory, with 
orders occasionally to show itself at Buenos Ayres, Montevideo, Rio Janeiro, Pernambuco, &c. Many 
privateers will be fitted out on both sides; and however either government may be desirous to keep them 
within bounds, as respects neutral states, it is to be feared they cannot be restrained from committing 
depredations on our commerce, particularly in cases where the incitement is strong, from the value of the 
cargo, as would be the case of those going to and coming from India, China, and the sonthern coast of 
America, 

It is respectfully suggested that a small,force would rather give confidence to than awe those who 
may be disposed to prey upon us. The opinion here is that the contest will be soon over; but that, until 
that is the case, property will be very unsafe in those seas. 

Gentlemen have thought it better that you should be addressed on the subject, rather than to memo- 
rialize the President; should your opinion be in accordance with ours, a suggestion from you to the 
Executive would produce the desired effect. 

With much personal regard, and with sentiments of respect from those who join me in the applica- 
tion, and at whose request I make the above suggestion, 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. H. PERKINS. 


lon, Sauven L. Soutnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





D. 


Puraperpenta, Jarch 1, 1826. 


Sir: The Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, at a special meeting held last evening, directed me, 
as their organ, respectfully to represent the exposure to which it is believed the commerce of the United 
States, in the trade to South America, will be exposed, in consequence of the war which has been 
declared by the Emperor of Brazil against the republic of Buenos Ayres, and to solicit in their behalf 
such protection from the armed vessels of the United States as the government, in their wisdom, may 
consider effective and competent to the object. 

The fostering care which is manifested on all occasions by the Naval Department towards the 
commerce of the country, inspires the highest confidence that, on the present occasion, there will be 
nothing wanting to comply with the reasonable wishes of the mercantile part of the community, which 


existing circumstances will permit. Notwithstanding, it is viewed as a duty by the chamber to make 
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known the apprehensions which are excited for property supposed to be in jeopardy, and to co-operate 
with their fellow-citizens in other seaports, who have, or may make known, similar apprehensions to the 
government. 
With sentiments of the highest respect, I have the honor to be, &c., 
ROBERT RALSTON, President of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 


To the honorable the Secretary of the Navy. 


Battimore, March 2, 1826, 

Sir: It cannot be necessary to state to you the great magnitude of our commerce with the rich and 
extensive empire of Brazil, and with the provinces of the Rio de la Plata; that its importance is enhanced 
in a national point of view, from the circumstance of its taking off a larger proportion of the produce of 
our country than any other branch of our South American trade; that owing to the existing state of war 
in those countries, the whole of this valuable commerce is left to the mercy of pirates, privateers, and 
men-of-war; the two first, always ready to depredate on the property of any nation, and the latter but 
little disposed to respect neutral rights (as we know from experience), unless awed by the presence of a 
respectable naval force. 

The Chamber of Commerce of this city therefore most respectfully beg leave to suggest the expedi- 
ency of immediately dispatching not only a respectable but an imposing naval force for the protection of 
our commerce in that quarter. 

I have the honor to be, with the utmost respect, your most obedient servant, 
W. LORMAN, President of +i e Baltimore Chamber of Commerce. 

To the Hon, Samver L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the United States Navy. 





19rn Coneress. ] No. 304. [1st Session. 





CORRESPONDENCE ON THE COURSE PURSUED BY COMMODORE DAVID PORTER, IN COM- 
MAND OF THE SQUADRON FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY IN THE WEST INDIES, 
AND MATTERS INCIDENTAL THERETO. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 21, 1826. 


Navy Departuent, March 15, 1826. 


Sr: In answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 16th of December, 1825, the 
Secretary of the Navy has the honor to send a printed volume,* containing the proceedings of the late 
court of inquiry, and court-martial, in the case of Commodore Porter, together with copies of sundry 
papers which, with the papers accompanying the reports from this Department to the President of the 
United States, dated Ist of December, 1823, and 1824, are supposed to be “the documents and corres- 
pendence connected with the case,”-which are called for by the latter part of said resolution. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
. SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

The honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


New Castir, October 26, 1824. 


To the President of the United States: 

Understanding that erroneous impressions have been made on your mind as regards my return from 
the West Indies in June last, and the removal of the squadron thence, and having been charged by the 
honorable the Secretary of the Navy, Samuel L. Southard, Esq., in his letter to me of the 21st October, 
with having left my station in the West Indies without permission, and without apprising the Depart- 
ment of my intention, I take the liberty of enclosing to you a copy of my reply to the charge, together 
with a copy of my communication of the 28th of May last, expressive of my intention of removing the 
principal part of the force under my command to the north, and of the causes which compelled me to 
do so. 

I trust that you will believe that my only object in doing this is to defend myself from a serious 
charge brought against me at this late period, to justify conduct toward me on the part of the Secretary, 
unexampled, I believe, in the annals of our navy, and I hope such as will never be repeated. I have had 
the honor to serve under your immediate command in a situation of some danger, one which required 
extraordinary exertions, and exposed me to extraordinary hardships. You know, also, something 
respecting my former services, and are well acquainted with my history for the last nine years. My 
exertions in the West Indies, in the suppression of piracy, have called forth an eulogium from you, which I 


* This printed volume was communicated to the Senate the 26th of December, 1826. See preceding, No. 270. 
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rank among the proudest testimonials of my public services. I do not enumerate them, for if they are 
not known they are not worth enumerating; but I safely and confidently appeal to you, whether under 
any circumstances of danger, exposure, or privation, you ever knew or ever heard of my shrinking from 
duty? If you answer in the negative, is it not reasonable to believe that some cause more powerful than 
mere personal exposure, or personal inconvenience, should have induced me to ask the poor boon that 
has been denied to me after two years’ arduous and active service? Mortification after mortification have 
been heaped on me, and I go to the duties, which under other circumstances would have been most pleas- 
ing to me, with a heavy heart, and with the strongest and most anxious apprehensions for the future. 
In answer to my application to be relieved, the Secretary informed me that it shall be done when it is 
convenient to the Department. My convenience, my comfort, my feelings, nay, my life, are therefore 
entirely held at his mercy. To whom, then, can I appeal but to you? You have witnessed and applauded 
my conduct, and you alone have it in your power to prevent further outrage to me. I appeal, therefore, 
with a confidence that the feelings of an officer, which, as you know, are dear to him, may not be suffered 
to receive further injury in me. In enclosing this letter I bee leave to observe that I have no desire to 
retire from active service. I wish to be employed wherever my services are most useful to my country, 
and, in the performance of them, all I ask is the courtesy due to an officer who has done nothing to forfeit 
the respect of the head of the Department to which he belongs, and who is willing that his conduct shall 
be subjected to the strictest scrutiny. 
I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Note.—This letter, purporting to have been written at New Castle, was not received by the President 
until several weeks after its date. It was referred to the Secretary of the Navy, that the papers relating 
to the matters mentioned in it might be collected, with a statement showing their order, operation, &c. 
They were collected, and, with the memorandum now accompanying the letter, placed in the President’s hands, 
and after examination were sent to the Department to be filed. They were in the hands of the judge 
advocate, to be offered to the court should they be asked for by Commodore Porter, or rendered necessary 
by the course of the evidence. They were among the papers referred to in the proceedings of the court 
on the first and second days of August. 





To the President of the United States, Washington City: 

Sir: I have read the communication from Commodore Porter to yourself, dated New Castle, October 
26, 1824, which you were pleased to hand me, and I perceive that it is an urgent appeal to your justice 
to rescue him from mortification, want of courtesy and conduct towards him, on my part, unexampled in 
the annals of the navy. As such, I beg leave, respectfully, to suggest to you that it demands your per- 
sonal attention. 

You have already been made acquainted with every leading fact connected with the intercourse 
between Commodore Porter and the Department, since I came into it. No step of importance has been 
taken without your approbation, and in several instances your direction. It would be well, however, 
that you should review the whole, in order that you may form a deliberate judgment upon the case, as your 
guide in what shall hereafter occur. For this purpose I enclose all the letters received from him, and 
copies and extracts of all the orders sent to him, which can, I believe, furnish any aid in making up your 
opinion. 

The determination heretofore taken, that Commodore Porter should be recalled, at a time when no 
injury would be done to the public, will certainly be executed, unless, on such review, you should disap- 
prove it. 

If it should be found that I have, in anything, lacked courtesy towards so distinguished an officer, 
or done him any injustice, my regret would be severe. I should find no consolation in the power I have 
the right to exercise, if an unwise use of it has wronged any one, especially Commodore Porter. 

The object of placing a squadron in the West Indies could only be accomplished by a steady and 
persevering application of our force. The law, public interest, and public opinion, all require this. 

The original instructions, numbered } and 2, accompany this letter. I am not aware that they have 
been altered. Occasional directions, as to the application of a part of the force, have been given, but 
these have been his general guide. 

On the 24th day of June last he arrived in Washington. Some hours after his arrival, and in the 
evening of the same day, Lieut. Legaré presented to me his letter of the 28th of May last, marked A, 
which Commodore Porter had passed on his way to this place. 

The next morning I left Washington on a visit of five or six days to my family, and did not see him 
nor make any communication to him until my return, when he was prepared to visit the springs. To this 
visit I afterwards assented. 

On the day after his arrival he wrote a letter to the Departmant, marked B, which is worthy of particular 
notice, as containing his account of the causes of his return, and his view of the health of Thompson’s 
Island at that time. 

On the 29th of June last copies of the several letters which had been sent to the station, and among 
the rest those of the 31st of May, 1824, were furnished to him. 

On the 19th of July last was sent the letter numbered 5, and on the 9th of August that numbered 6, 
conveying to him the necessity, in the opinion of the Department, of sending back the force which he had 
withdrawn, 

I left Washington on the 3d of August, 1824, and certainly did not expect, as he had arrived in June, 
that he would be here on my return in September. Late in September, however, on my reaching New 
York, he was there, attending, probably, to preparations of the vessels under his command. 

At that place I informed him of my intention to place the Constellation under his command; but made 
no arrangement when, or how she was to join the squadron, or that he should remain to go out in her. 

About the 11th or 12th of October I stated to him that an order would probably be given for his 
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immediate departure in the John Adams, then in the Delaware, to which he very properly replied that he 
should promptly obey any order which he received from the Department. 

On the 14th of October I gave the order of that date, numbered 7, which I believe was not delivered 
until the 18th or 19th, to which, on the 20th, I received his answer of the 19th, marked E. To that 
answer your particular attention is requested, both from its character, and because both it and my orders 
to him are omitted in the communication from New Castle, in which he makes his complaint, and by which 
he purports to present a view of the injuries he has received. 

You will excuse the trouble I give in directing your attention to certain portions of this letter. 

He states that he ‘has sought in vain,’’? in my instructions of the 14th, 15th, 16th and 19th for the 
motive of my unexpected order for him to proceed as speedily as possible to his station in the John Adams 
instead of the Constellation, as was expected and arranged. 

From the foregoing statements I cannot very well imagine how the order could have been unexpected, 
and I confess I was not aware when I gave it that it was necessary for me to submit to Commodore Por- 
ter ‘my motive” for giving it. I had thought it sufficient for me, as your representative, to give the 
order, and that it was his duty, without questioning its propriety, to obey it. 

I had before that time, also, communicated to him some scraps of newspapers, conveying information 
of piracies. The public prints were full of complaints on the subject; inquiries were constantly made 
where the commanding officer was, and why our force did not repress those evils. His own character 
and that of the government were endangered by his delay. All this, it is presumed, he knew; and if he 
did not, it was enough that his station was there; it was his duty to be on it. 

Why he says that it was arranged that he should go in the Constellation and not in the John Adams 
I know not, nor when, or where such an arrangement was made. All that I had said verbally was, that 
the Constellation should join the squadron as soon as she could be prepared; but he had received no per- 
mission to remain until she was prepared. And, although I believe he did order officers to her, here, in 
the United States, in violation of one regulation, (see page 20, and section the Ist of ‘‘ Rules, Regulations 
and Instructions for the Naval Service of the United States,”) and did direct as to repairs, stores, &¢., in 
violation of other regulations, (see said rules, page 12, section the 2d, and page 14, section the 17th;) yet 
should this prove to be so, as the Department and Commissioners were quite willing, if not competent, to 
discharge their respective duties, it was not necessary that he should remain to perform them, nor could 
his interference with them, without rebuke, create an arrangement by which he was to proceed to his 
station in that ship, rather than in any other. 

As to what is said of exposure to insult of the pendant of an American commodore by being hoisted 
on board a sloop-of-war, his arguments on that subject, and his aversion to being instrumental in the 
exposure, it is proper to admit that I have been profited by arguments somewhat in the style of his 
present letter; but it is also to be remarked that, so far as I am informed, when Commodore Porter sought 
-arnestly the command of this squadron, no larger vessel belonged to it, nor was any promised or pro- 
posed. But he then understood perfectly the nature of the service, of the vessels, and of the appropria- 
tion, and that if a larger vessel were added, it must be taken from the general appropriation, not from 
that for the suppression of piracy. It is proper to add that the very orders on which he comments state 
that the Constellation would be sent to him ‘‘as speedily as possible.” As to the honor of an ‘‘ American 
commodore’s pendant,” the only question was whether he should wait here for the larger ship and neglect 
the interests of the service, or go to the service and have the ship sent to him as soon as repairs and 
crew would permit. 

The nature, expense, responsibility, &c., &c., of the service are, it is hoped, perfectly known and 
duly appreciated, but it was not known that the command had ceased to be pleasant, or another com- 
mander would have been substituted. 

I am not aware of the reasons which induce the belief that the “ generous confidence” of the Depart- 
ment, which ‘“‘encouraged to active and faithful performance of duty,’ had been withdrawn, nor do I 
know what “orders implying want of confidence were almost daily handed to him.” I enclose all that 
were given within several months preceding this letter, which can, I think, by possibility, be construed 
to have any effect on this point; they are numbered 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14, 15 and 16; and, although I 
will not deny that I thought and felt that Commodore Porter had more than once unnecessarily assumed 
the duties of the Department, yet I was cautious not to wound his feelings by anything like rebuke; the 
orders, particularly that numbered 3, will show rather a wish to free myself from imputation of neglect 
than to condemn him. In this, perhaps, I erred, and to this are, perhaps, in some measure, to be attributed 
the manner and the matter of his subsequent course. 

His complaint of want of instructions, respecting South American crusiers, is not very well founded. 
He could not have had better instructions than the general ones, which are given to all our crusiers; a 
copy of which accompanies this, numbered 2. 

The Department could not possibly give specific instructions, for specific cases, which were to be 
And there was one principle, which he ought not to have forgotten, that an officer has no 


anticipated. 
On this point, I refer to 


right to go beyond his instructions, in seizing vessels belonging to any nation. 
my letter of the 21st of October last, numbered 17, and also to that numbered 20. 

I do not doubt that Commodore Porter’s health was not good; but I do doubt the propriety of an 
officer leaving his station without urgent necessity, and without notice to the Department. It does not 
seem very candid, to urge the notice given by his letter of the 28th of May, 1824, marked A, and which 
reached this place after he did. Leaving a station, without notice, is a violation of the rules and regula- 
tions (see page 15, section the 28th); and it would not, in this instance, have passed unrebuked, but for 
other considerations. The impropriety will appear strongly, from the fact that several communications 
were sent to him, after he left the station; and about the day of his arrival, I denied that he was about 
to return, to those who inquired on the subject. There were others, however, better informed than the 
Secretary. 

He thinks “he owes it to himself and his family, if not to his country, to avoid that climate.” It 
would certainly be matter of regret that he should fail in what he owes to either; but it seems to be the 
tenure of the office he holds, to go where the interest of the public requires. Officers of equal rank have 
cruised for years upon that station; and inferior officers were then daily cruising there under his orders. 

Notwithstanding the manner of his return, and other matters, I did not give an earlier order for him 
to resume his duties, because his health had been bad; but as that difficulty was removed sometime before 
the order of the 14th of October, and there was no danger from the climate after the middle of October, 
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as he himself assured the Department (see his letter, marked D), no good reason for longer delay could 
be imagined. Besides, the complaints of increasing piracy were renewed by the public prints, mer- 
chants and public agents, and he had been apprised of it by communications from the Department, and it 
did not correspond with my notions of duty to disregard the complaints, and allow a greater chance for 
the depredations to pass unpunished, in order that the “pendant of an American commodore” might be 
hoisted for a few weeks ‘‘on board the Constellation rather than the John Adams.’ All alarm on the 
score of health did seem to me too visionary to be the foundation of any movement in the naval service. 

From what expressions in my order of the 14th of October, or any other, Commodore Porter derived 
the idea, that I considered Thompson’s Island as his station, and that he was to remain stationary there, 
or to lead in person every expedition fitted out from it, cannot readily be guessed. The order merely 
directs him to proceed to his station, but does not name or define it. Its limits were very extensive, 
many parts of it very healthy, but the city of Washington was not within it. Nor do I perceive whence 
is derived the idea that that order implies an unwillingness in him to go. It is in the same style as his 
original orders, as his orders on his return last year, and as the orders to all other officers. His error 
was in undertaking to judge when his presence on the station was necessary; that was the business of 
another, and he had no right to question the judgment which might be formed upon it. It may be that 
he derived his impression from previous orders, which stated the necessity of the vessels being on the 
station, and communicated acts of piracy, and complaints against the squadron. It would have been 
better had those induced an earlier return. 

The style in which a change of duty is asked, in the letter of the 19th of October, 1834, marked E, 
following as it does the crimination in the early part of that letter, is worthy of your observation. 

On the receipt of Commodore Porter’s letter, it was felt to be impossible, consistently with the 
respect which the Department owed to itself, to pass it without notice. The proper remedy might have 
been, either to accept his resignation of the command, and place him on furlough, or arrest and try him. 
But I believed it necessary that an officer of rank should be on the station, that no other could immediately 
go there and the public interest might be endangered, and that he ought to be compelled to obey an 
order, which, upon review, I could not find to be objectionable. 

I, therefore, gave the order of the 21st of October, 1824, numbered 18, and soon after wrote to 
another offiver to prepare for that service, determining to recall Commodore Porter, as soon as it could be 
done consistently with the public interest. That determination is still unchanged. 

On receiving the order of the 21st of October, he wrote the letter dated the 22d, marked E, a copy of 
which he has enclosed to you, as his defence against a charge brought by me against himself; having 
omitted to apprise you of any of the preceding facts, or even to furnish you with a copy of the order to 
which his letter was an answer. 

As you have now the order, I should be pleased that you would compare it with what purports to be 
the answer. I offer a very few remarks upon it. 

First. There was a necessity for the return of the squadron in 1823, on account of the number of 
officers sick and dead. His report, on his arrival in June, 1824, (see his letter marked B,) is, that the 
island promised to be healthy this year, &. The circumstances were by no means similar, if his reports 
be correct. 

Second. The permission of August 19th, 1823, numbered 19, was given by my predecessor. 

Third. The extract from the orders of the Ist of February, 1823, is nothing more, in substance, than 
is given to every commanding officer, and is a direction to great care and caution; but it gives no autho- 
rity to leave a station at the discretion of the officer. It grants no more than is possessed by every offi- 
cer when necessity presses him. 

Fourth. The opinion that all the force ought to be on the station had been communicated by the let- 
ters numbered 5 and 6. Commodore Porter did, also, know that the Executive was dissatistied with his 
return. 

Fifth. But, if his return was proper, there ought to have been some limit to his stay. He left his 
station early in June; the order to return, of which he complains, was given the 14th of October, after at 
least four months’ absence. 

Sixth. It is somewhat singular that Commodore Porter should complain that it was not intimated to 
him, nor suspected by him, that the removal of the vessels and his own stay here did not meet the appro- 
bation of the government. He must have forgotten what related to his interview with yourself; the 
orders for the return of the schooners and the John Adams, and the frequent communications of com- 
plaints on the subject of piracy. And as to his declaration that, if the idea had occurred to him that he was 
not acting in full accordance with its views, he would have instantly left Washington, on his return, I 
have only to subjoin the fact that he wrote the letter of the 19th of October in answer to an order to 
return to his station, after he had been four months absent from it. 

My remark, respecting his impression that Washington was within the limits of his station, was, per- 
haps, unnecessary; but it arose from a part of his letter of the 19th of October, from the length of his stay 
here, from the offence given by the order to leave it, from orders given by him, here, for change of service 
of officers, and for repairs, &c., &c.,—orders never given by officers in the United States, and when not 
on their station. 

In his letter of the 28th of May, marked A, communicated to you, in which he attributes the removal 
of the vessels to the north to a deficiency of surgeons, it is only necessary to refer to my letter of the 31st 
of May, 1824, numbered 3, to letters numbered 21 and 22; and to add that the order, at the close o 
No. 3, was indispensably necessary, from the rapid and constant changes permitted in the officers of the 
squadron. 

It is, perhaps, proper that I should, at this time, lay before you a letter from Commodore Porter, of 
the 5th of June last, marked F, respecting the case of Lieut. Kennon, with the facts of which you are 
perfectly acquainted. Also, a letter of the 11th of August, and one of the 20th of October, 1824, marked 
G, and H, respecting acting appointments, with the remark that there are in the squadron, at this 
moment, I believe, above forty officers, with acting appointments, not one of whose names can I find 
recorded in the Department. 

I also submit to you a letter to Commodore Porter, numbered 16, and one from that officer, marked I, 
respecting the appointment of Lieut. Aulick to do the duties of captain of -the squadron, with the remark 
that, in the letter of the 3d of November, 1823, marked J, Commodore Porter asks for a master command- 
ant, as necessary for this service. Captain Finch was appointed to it, and, after his return, there was an 
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abundance of officers of that grade, fully competent to the duties, Under these circumstances, I did not 
think it proper to confirm an order, or direction, to Lieut. Aulick, given without my permission, to repair 
from New York to this place to assume those duties. 
I also enclose for your perusal, letters marked K, L, M, N, O. 
After you shall have examined these papers, I shall receive your dlrection, either to recall Commo- 
dore Porter, as I had heretofore determined, or take such other course as you may consider proper, 
With the highest respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant. 





Navy Department, December 20, 1822. 

Sir: You are hereby appointed to the command of the vessels-of-war of the United States on the 
West India station, and of those to be purchased and equipped for the suppression of piracy. You will 
proceed with all possible diligence and expedition, under the direction of the Navy Commissioners, to pro- 
cure by purchase, and equip the vessels authorized by the Department to be procured for that purpose. 

When you are prepared to proceed on service, report to the Department, in order that further 
instructions may be furnished to you. During the continuance of your command, you are authorized to 
hoist a broad pendant, and you will be entitled to the pay and emoluments of an officer commanding a 
squadron of vessels on separate service. 7 

You will apply to the Navy Commissioners for such orders as may be necessary from their office to 
facilitate the execution of your instructions. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 


(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 
Capt. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies. 





Navy Department, April 10, 1823. 
Sm: Thomas Randall, Esq., special agent for the government, proceeds in the U.S. brig Enter- 
prise, Lieutenant Commandant John Gallagher, to Porto Rico; and should he, as he will in all proba- 
bility, have occasion to transmit dispatches to the United States, you will send them by one of the small 
vessels under your command, retaining the brig Enterprise, as more efficient for the protection of our 
commerce in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 
I an, respectfully, &c., | 
(Signed ) SMITH THOMPSON. 


Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, dated May 26, 1823, to Captain David Porter, commanding 
United States naval forces, West Indies, Thompson’s Island, 


In all future negotiations by drafts or bills upon the Department, you will, when practicable, direct 
your purser to draw the bill and submit it for your approval. All difficulties will, by this course, be 
avoided, and no further charges made against you by the books of the Treasury. It is the course also 
pointed out by the regulations for the service in relation to transactions of that nature. It would even 
be desirable that the accounts for the articles purchased might also accompany the bill or draft, that the 
transaction might be closed at once by a final settlement. 


Navy Department, July 14, 1823. 

Sir: Your letter of the 18th ult. was duly received, and, agreeably to your suggestion, permission is 
granted to the vessels attached to the squadron under your command to take out gold from the United 
States; but you will, however, issue the most positive injunction to the commanders, respectively, not to 
enter any port in which the yellow fever prevails, so as to endanger the lives of the officers and men. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 

Commodore Davin Porrer, commanding U. S. Squadron, West Indies, &e. 


Navy Departent, July 14, 18238. 


r 


Sir: In the first vessel of the squadron under your command that you shall order to Washington, be 
pleased to send John Cunningham, one of the marines attached to the expedition against the pirates, as 
I have given an assurance to his aged mother that he shall be discharged from the service of the United 
States. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 

Commocore D, Porter, commanding, &c. 
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Navy Department, July 24, 1823. 

Sim: I deferred replying to your communication, respecting the disposition of the wrecked property 
that you deemed it your duty to take into custody, until I could have an opportunity of submitting the 
matter to the consideration of the President of the United States, who was, at the time your letter was 
received, absent on a visit to Virginia. 

There can be no doubt, from the representations you have made, that the wreck was fraudulent, and 
that method adopted to supersede, as was supposed, the necessity of proceedings in a court of admiralty, 
to try the question of prize. There is no statute of the United States regulating the disposition of pro- 
perty wrecked on our territory; but the common law contemplates all wrecks as the property of the 
sovereign, The proper course will, therefore, be to send the whole of the property to St. Augustine and 
have it placed in the custody of the marshal, carefully preserving all the papers and writings found with 
the same, which you will transmit to the attorney of the United States for East Florida, with a request 
that he will institute proceedings against the property in the superior cogrt of East Florida, on behalf of 
the United States, founded on the right of the United States to the said property as wreck, and give 
notice to all parties interested to appear and interpose their respective claims. 

I am, very respectively, &c., 
(Signed ) SMITH THOMPSON. 

Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies. 





Navy Deparrment, July 26, 1823. 

Sir: The President of the United States has under consideration the subject, mentioned in some of 
your letters, of South American privateers, and their prizes, touching at Thompson’s Island; and so soon 
as he shall decide in relation to the same, the result will be communicated to you. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 
Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, &c. 





Navy Department, August T, 1823. 

Sr: In my letter to you of the 26th ult., it was stated that the subject of private armed vessels 
entering the ports of the United States was under consideration, and, since that time, the conduct to be 
observed by the United States towards the public and private armed vessels of belligerents, and their 
prizes, has been determined, and you will find the rules that have been adopted embodied in the enclosed 
circular, addressed by the Treasury Departmant to the respective collectors of the customs, and which I 
now transmit to you for your information and the government of the naval force under your command. 

You will not permit any clause of the enclosed circular to contravene my instructions to you of the 
24th of July last, in relation to the disposition of the property believed to have been fraudulently wrecked 
at Key Vacas. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SMITH THOMPSON. 


Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 





Circular. 


Treastry Department, July 30, 1823. 

Sm: As it is probable that in the progress of the war, which now exists between France and Spain, 
the public and private armed vessels of one, and perhaps of both belligerents, may, by stress of weather, 
pursuit of enemies, or some other urgent necessity, be forced to enter the ports and harbors of the 
United States, it becomes the duty of the government to prescribe the manner in which they shall be 
treated whilst they remain within its jurisdiction. 

As there exists, upon this subject, no legislative enactment, the question must be decided by the con- 
ventional engagements which the United States have contracted with the belligerent parties. 

By the 8th article of the treaty between the United States and Spain, it is provided that the public 
and private vessels of Spain, when forced by stress of weather, pursuit of enemies, or any other urgent 
necessity, to seek shelter or harbor, may enter into any of the rivers, bays, roads, or ports belonging to 
the United States, and shall be received with all humanity, and enjoy all favor, protection and help, and 
be permitted to refresh and provide themselves, at reasonable rates, with provisions and all things 
needful for the subsistence of thei persons or reparation of their ships and prosecution of their voyage; 
and they shall be no ways hindered from departing from the said ports or roads, but may remove and 
depart when and whither they please, without any let or hindrance. 

With France, the United States have no treaty stipulations upon the subject. The obligations of 
neutrality, however, impose upon them the observance of the same course of conduct toward both 
belligerents, unless Spain has a right by treaty to exclusive privileges. A reference to the provisions of 
the 8th article of the treaty above recited, proves that no exclusive privileges have been granted to her. 
It becomes, then, the duty of the United States to treat the public and private armed vessels of both 
parties in the same manner, 

Assuming the provisions of the article referred to as the rule by which the conduct of the United 
States is to be regulated, I am instructed by the President to direct: \ 

Ist. That the public and private armed vessels of France and Spain, with their prizes, may, under 
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the cirenmstances described in the said article, enter the ports, harbors, and waters of the United States, 
and repair any damages which they may have sustained; but no increase of arms or munitions of war, 
or of the number of men on board, can be lawfully made. 

2d. That such prizes cannot be condemned or sold, within the jurisdiction of the United States, and 
consequently cannot be admitted to entry at the custom houses, nor permitted to enter into the general 
consumption. 

3d. That they may, at any time, depart from the United States without let or hindrance. 

4th. That when prize vessels have been wrecked, or so disabled as not tu be rendered seaworthy, 
their cargoes may be reshipped in any other vessel which shall enjoy an exemption from capture not 
enjoyed by such prize vessels. For example: if France, in the progress of the war, shall conform to the 
rule that free vessels make free goods, the cargoes of vessels captured by either belligerent, when 
reshipped in neutral vessels, will enjoy an exemption from capture which the prize vessels did not enjoy, 

5th. During the time that prize vessels may remain in the ports of the United States, they shall be 
subject to such inspection and guch superintendence by the custom house officers as may be necessary 
to prevent smuggling of any kind. 

The same rules are to be observed in relation to the public and private armed vessels of Spain, and 
of the independent governments established in Spanish America, and their prizes, when brought within 
the jurisdiction of the United States. 

I remain, with respect, your obedient servant. 


— —, Collector of the Customs. 





Navy Department, August 19, 1823. 

Sir: Your letter of the Ist inst., relative to the transportation of specie from Vera Cruz to Cadiz, 
has been submitted to the President; and it would afford both him and myself great pleasure to comply 
with your request, could it be done consistently with the honor of the American flag, and the relation in 
which we stand to the belligerents. 

Your letter is not explicit as to whom the money belongs. I take it for granted, however, it is 
Spanish property, and from the amount most likely belonging to the Spanish government. In either case 
it is deemed inadmissible to employ our public armed vessels for its transportation; under no circum- 
stances could it be permitted to send a vessel direct from Vera Cruz to Cadiz. Should I be under a mis- 
apprehension as to the ownership of the property, and upon further explanation your request can with 
propriety be complied with, I can assure you it will give me great satisfaction to promote your interest 
in this respect. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) 
Com. Davip Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, &c. 


SMITH THOMPSON. 





Navy Department, December 22, 1823. 


Sir: You will as speedily as possible, with all the vessels under your command, resume your station 
at Thompson’s Island, and continue your exertions to repress piracy and protect vur commerce. 

It is the intention of the Department to increase the force under your command, as soon as it can be 
effected. To this end the frigate Congress will, after her arrival in the United States, be ordered to join 
you, and in the course of the spring one or more sloops-of-war will be added to those already with you. 
The officers engaged in the survey of the coast of Florida will report to you, and you will communicate 
their proc eedings. to this Department. 

You will kee ‘p, as constantly as you can, one of your vessels in the neighborhood of Vera Cruz, 
cruising between that port and Punto Le zardo, to protect our commerce in that quarter. As soon as 
possible send the Hornet or one of the large schooners to cruise on the coast of Afric a, touching at Cape 
Mesurado, ministering to the wants of the ‘African agency, and thence returning to the ‘usual track of the 
slave ships. Let the eruise of the vessel be such as will comport, as far as possible, with the health and 
comfort of the officers and men. Upon its return you will report the proceedings to this Department, 
and send another vessel upon the same service. 

Our national vessels ought not, and must not, be used for purposes of commercial adventure. You 
may receive on board specie and the articles permitted by the act ‘‘for the better government of the 
navy,” belonging exclusively to our own citizens, and carry them from one port or place to another, when 
it does not, in any degree, interfere with your other duties, or violate the laws of the country where you 
are. You may also bring to the United States specie belonging to our own citizens; but you are in no 
case to permit anything in the shape or character of public advertisements to be used for the purpose 
of giving information that you will carry them. So many complaints have been publicly made on this 
subject, that you will carefuily abstain from everything which can give rise to unfriendly comments; and 
that the government may know the extent to which the commercial interests of our citizens are benefited 
by the assistance afforded by our public vessels on this point, and be prepared to answer any complaints 
on the subject which may be made by individuals or governments, you will from time to time make 
reports to this Department of all the specie and. other articles you may carry,—the places to and from 
which you carry them , and the circumstances, terms, and conditions under which you do it. 

You will communicate as often as possible to this De partment; but you will prevent communications 
from all officers and men under your command to our public prints respecting the movements of the 
vessel, and of any of your transactions. The propriety of such publications must be left to this Depart- 
ment, and it will take care to afford to the public full knowledge of all facts which the interests of the 
nation will permit to be known. You will be the channel of all communications from the officers and 
men under your command, and will see that every communication from any of them to yourself is 
received through the commanding officer of the person making it. In cases of complaint and grievance, 
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in which the superior officer is unwilling to be the channel of communication, you will receive it directly 
from the person complaining; but it is hoped that this will seldom be the case, as the duty of the supe- 
rior officer requires him to forward all which are necessary and proper. 

Rigid discipline, enforced in a mild and gentlemanly manner, is essential to maintain the reputation of 
the navy, and must not for one moment be neglected. Public opinion seems strongly to incline to the 
belief that such discipline is not sufficiently preserved; great care must be used to overcome this impression. 

On proper occasions you will enjoin it on all grades of officers that they are not to speak reproach- 
fully of each other, or disrespectfully of their superiors, or retail anecdotes which do no credit to the 
individual members of the profession nor to the character of the service, and are never on any occasion 
to comment on each other in the public prints, but that each is to maintain in himself and encourage in 
others the most marked respect, the most decorous language, and the strictest correctness of conduct. 
A thousand acts may disgrace the individual officer and injure the reputation of the navy, which yet 
cannot well be made the cause of courts-martial and punishment. By a course of rigid discipline, and 
attention to language and conduct in the officers, it is hoped that there will be less call for public trials, 
which have heretofore been so numerous, and lessened the warm attachment of the nation to the navy. 
It has happened on several occasions, with those who have preceded you in command, that a number of 
the officers have been arrested and sent home to await the return of the squadron, which has created great 
expense and inconvenience to individuals in the service. It is hop d that you will be able to preserve a 
proper discipline without a resort to this expedient, which should only be used when no doubt of its 
necessity remains, 

You will make no acting appointments of any description, except in cases of absolute necessity, and 
then with the understanding that the appointment ceases with the necessity which created it. 

Great anxiety is felt that the most rigorous attention should be paid to the situation and improve- 
ment of the midshipmen; they are to be objects of your unceasing care, both as to their conduct and 
improvement in their profession. Of the most common difficulties into which they fall, you are perfectly 
aware, and they need not be mentioned to you; but there is one which I fear is generally unknown to the 
commanding officers, and which is said to be common: I mean the habit of borrowing from each other 
money and articles of dress of all kinds. This is a habit which produces improvidence and uncleanliness, 
and ought to be repressed. It is also especially necessary that commanding officers guard against the 
exercise of their feelings of partiality and preference in the treatment of inferiors. Every officer is entitled 
to and must enjoy all the rights and privileges of his rank and station. Whenever they are denied to 
one and permitted to another, or preferences are shown, unkind feelings and insubordination are immedi- 
ately engendered and lasting injury done to the service. You need not, I am sure, be urged to an attention 
to this matter. 

It will probably be in your power, while protecting the commercial, to add something to the agricul- 
tural interests of the nation, by procuring information respecting valuable animals, seeds, and plants, and 
importing such as you conveniently can, without inattention to your more appropriate duties, and without 
expense to the government. 

I enclose, for your information and direction, copies of the acts of Congress relating to piracy and the 
slave trade, together with the general instructions on those points given to the commanders of our cruising 
vessels. Previously to sailing, transmit a complete muster roll of all persons attached to the vessels under 
your command, mentioning, among other things, of what States the officers, both commissioned and war- 
ranted, are residents or citizens. 

Accompanying this, for your information and a guide in your instructions, are copies of the orders 
given by this Department to some of the commanders who were directed to cruise on the coast of Africa. 

Wishing you good health, a prosperous and honorable cruise, I am, with great respect, 


(Signed) SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 


P. S.—The United States schooner Porpoise, Lieutenant Commandant Ramage, is under your 
command. 


Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Force, 
West Indies ,Gulf of Mexico and Coast of Africa. Present. 





Navy Department, January 12, 1824. 
Sir: I enclose to you a copy of a letter from Doctor Christie to Commodore Rodgers, and request your 
attention to its contents. 
After you shall have made yourself fully acquainted with the situation of the persons on the island, 
if you shall be of opinion that their safety requires it, you will send them to the United States. 
I remain, very respectfully, &c., 


(Signed) SAM’L L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davin Porter, commanding United States West India Squadron, Norfolk, Va. 





Navy Department, January 14, 1824. 
Sir: I enclose to you a letter received from John Mullen, one of the crew of the United States ship 
Hornet; you will please to direct an inquiry into his case, and if you shall be satisfied that he is a British 
subject, let him be discharged, if he be not in debt to the United States. 
I am, very vespectfally, &c., 
(Signed) SAM’L L. SOUTHARD. 
Enclosed is an extract from a letter dated at Alvarado, in November last, submitted for your 
information. 
Commodore Daviv Porter, commanding United States West India Squadron, Norfolk, Va. 
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Navy Department, January 15, 1824. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you the enclosed letter, from C. C. Cambreleng, Esq., and to 
request your immediate attention to the same. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., ; — 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Captain Davip Porter, commanding United States West India Squadron, Norfolk, Va. 





Navy Department, February 7, 1824. 

Sir: Upon the subject of your letter, dated the 24th ultimo, respecting the cruise contemplated for 
the United States schooner Grainpus, I would observe that the orders to Lieutenant Sloat are proper, 
except that the aid furnished on the coast of Africa must be to the agent of the government for 
recaptured Africans, not to the agent of the American Colonization Society. The government has not 
yet recognized that society as proper to receive such aid, but the result will probably be the same. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., ; - 
(Signed) SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davin Porter, commanding United States West India Squadron, Norfolk, Virginia. 


Navy Department, February 19, 1824. 

Sir: Your communications on the subject of blockade have been received, and laid before the Presi- 
dent, and he has instructed me to inform you that it is his wish that you should not attempt to break any 
blockade sustained by force; but when you are prevented from entering a blockaded place, immediately 
make report thereof, with the circumstances attending it, to this Department. 

I am also instructed to urge upon you the cultivation of the best personal and national feeling in 
your intercourse with all the officers of other nations with whom you may meet, and enjoin the same upon 
those under your command. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. W. I. Squadron, Norfolk. 


SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 





Navy Department, February 21, 1824. 
Sir: I enclose, for your information, copy of a letter from Mr. Thomas H. Perkins, jr, of Boston, in 
relation to measures supposed to have been taken to procure a schooner to be employed for piratical 


purposes. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davip Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Force, West Indies, &c. 





Navy Department, March 19, 1824. 

Sir: It has been represented to this Department that some hostile feelings have been manifested by 
the Indians in Florida towards the commissioners engaged in running certain lines under the authority 
of the government, and that the occasional appearance of an armed vessel on the western coast of Florida, 
particularly in Tampa Bay and its neighborhood, would be serviceable in repressing those feclings, and 
keeping the Indians quiet. : 

It has also been represented that many depredations are committed on the live oak, cedar and other 
timber of Florida, and that much of it is carried away and sold in the West India islands, and elsewhere. 
It is very important that these depredations should be prevented. On the 23d of February, 1822, a law 
was passed authorizing the President of the United States toemploy the land and naval forces to prevent 
the felling, cutting, and other destruction of timber, or the carrying away of what was already cut, and 
to take measures to prevent the destruction of the public timber in that Territory. It is believed that, by 
sending frequently one or more of the vessels under your command along the western coast of Florida, 
both objects may be accomplished, and it is the wish of the President that it be may done. 

I take this occasion to remind you that I am very anxious that all commanding officers should make 
frequent and particular reports to the Department of the conduct and merits of the officers under their 
command, 

I am, very, &c., 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. W. I. Squadron, &c., Thompson's Island. 


Navy Department, April 23, 1824. 
Sir: I have received a letter from the presidents of the Union and New York Insurance Companies, 
at New York, stating that, ‘by an arrival at Philadelphia, information is received that the schooner 
Pacification, Hilliard, master, bound from Jacmel, in the Island of Hayti, to New York, had been cap- 
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tured by a Colombian armed schooner, and was afterwards fallen in with by the United States steam 
galliot Sea Gull, commanded by Lieutenant Voorhees, who took possession of and ordered her for Key 
West.” They also state that insurance on this vessel and cargo to a considerable amount had been 
effected at their respective offices, and they are therefore desirous, for the benefit of all interested, that 
the property should be brought to its port of original destination. 

If there be not in the case some facts which would render a compliance with their request inexpe- 
dient or improper, it would be best to gratify their wish. 

I am, very, &c., your obedient servant, 


(Signed) SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, &e. 





Navy Department, May 24, 1824. 

Sir: Your letter of the 3d instant has been received, advising that a bill of exchange, drawn by 
Purser Thornton upon this Department for $5,000, had been returned protested. This circumstance is to 
be regretted, both as it respects the injury done to the credit of navy bills, and the damages incurred in 
the present instance. The refusal to pay this draft when offered was occasioned entirely by the want of 
funds, in consequence of the delay in the passage of the annual appropriation bill by Congress, and an 
occurrence of the kind will not again take place. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Commodore Davip Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, de. 





Navy Department, May 31, 1824. 

Sir: Your letter of the 4th of May has been received. The Decoy will be prepared to return to you 
as speedily as possible. No provision has been made for the repairs of the Grayhound; and it is probable 
that she will be laid up or sold. When any vessels are ordered home for repairs, they must be reported 
to the Department, that orders may be issued for the purpose. 

The amount of force at this time on the station is less than was intended; but the delay in passing 
the apprcpriation law has rendered it impossible to send you either the Hornet or Porpoise. They will 
both be dispatched now, as soon as they can be prepared. This delay is the more to be regretted, as the 
Hornet must either encounter the rainy season, or not go to the coast of Africa, as was originally 
designed. 

You have now under your command the John Adams, Hornet, Spark, Porpoise, Shark, Sea Gull, 
Decoy, and seven small schooners, in all fourteen vessels, exclusive of the barges. I did intend to send 
a larger vessel than either of them, but the amount of the appropriation, and the time it was made, will 
probably put it out of my power. It shall still, however, be done if it can be accomplished. 

I regret the state of your medical aid. You have now eleven medical officers attached to the station; 
and within ten months past there have been under your command no less than five surgeons, and seven- 
teen surgeons’ mates, many of them acting as surgeons, and fitted for the office. With such numbers 
your medical assistance ought not to have been so reduced as you state it to be at present. Neither 
these, nor other officers, must be permitted to leave the station for light excuses. If they are, it will be 
impossible for the Department to keep the station supplied. All that can be done, with the numbers for 
which provision is made by law, will be done. In the meantime those with you must be retained, unless 
absolute necessity compels them to leave you. 

I am, respectfully, &., 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies, 

Gulf of Mexico, and Coast of Africa, Thompson's Island. 





Navy Deprartuent, July 8, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you, herewith, copies of letters addressed to you from this 
Department, but which you have not received, bearing dates on the 19th February, and 16th March, 
(enclosing copy of a letter from James Beatty,) 19th March, and 28d March, (enclosing copy of a letter 
from Lieutenant F. H. Gregory,) to which I respectfully request your attention. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, per Cuas. Hay. 


Captain Davin Porter, commanding U. S. West India Squadron, é&e. 





Navy Department, August 16, 1824. 

Sir: I enclose for your information a copy of a communication from Col. George M. Brooke, of the 
U.S. army, to the Secretary of War, respecting some timber seized by the former, and supposed to have 
been cut from the public lands in Florida. I refer you to my letter, under date of the 19th March last, for 
Instructions on this subject. 

Tam, very, &c., ; ; 
(Signed) SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, per Cuas. Hay. 

Captain Davin Porter, commanding U. S. West India Squadron, de. Present. 
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Navy Department, September 8, 1824. 


Sir: I am instructed to inform you that the commanding officer at New York has been directed to 
send fifty men, if that number has been entered for the general service, immediately to Philadelphia, to 
serve on board the U.S. ship John Adams. The recruiting officer, at Baltimore has been authorized to 
enter twenty-five additional men, and send them as early as practicable to Philadelphia for the same ship, 
These, it is supposed, will be nearly enough to make up her complement, but, if not, the deficiency will 
be supplied in a few days. 

I am, very, &c., 


(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, per Joun Boye. 


Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. West India Squadron, Chester, Penn. 





Navy Department, October 9, 1824. 
Str: Surgeon Walter W. New having reported to you, in obedience to his order of the 11th June last, 
you are hereby authorized to grant him leave of absence for five months, if, in your opinion, the situation 
of the service will permit his absence for that length of time. 
I am, very, &c., 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Squadron, W. I. and Gulf of Mexico, de. 





Navy Department, October 14, 1824. 


Str: It is deemed expedient by the Executive that you proceed as speedily as possible to your station 
in the John Adams, that by your presence there the most efficient protection may be afforded to our com- 
merce, and you may be ready to meet any contingencies which occur. The Constellation will be fitted 
for sea, and sent to you as speedily as possible. 

I enelose, by order of the President, an extract from a letter lately received from the Island of Cuba. 
You will consider it confidential, and to be used for your information so far as you may find it useful. 

With the Constellation, directions will be sent for you to proceed to the Island of Hayti, there to 
accomplish certain objects which will be particularly explained to you, and instructions given. 

I enclose a circular letter on the subject of acting appointments, to which I urge your particular 
attention. No subject has been found to create greater difficulties than acting appointments, and per- 
mission to officers to perform duties above the grade in which they are known to the Department. 

I also enclose certain directions for the survey of Pensacola, Tampa Bay, Key West, and the Dry 
I have also directed to report to you, for the purpose of aiding in this survey, Master Com- 
— , Lieutenant J. W. Sherburne, Midshipmen Lewis M. Goldsborough and Joseph 
Bowman. Should you deem the services of any other officers necessary for this purpose, you will inform 
me of it. You will direct a vessel to be usel for this purpose. The Florida will be retained for a few 
weeks to make a survey of the Charleston harbor, after which she will be ordered to proceed forthwith 


Tortugas. 
mandant 








to join your command, 
I am, respectfully, 
(Signed ) 
Commodore Davin Porter. Present. 


SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 





Navy Departuent, October 14, 1824. 

Sir: I enclose to yon an extract from one of the public prints, to apprise you of the fact that Mid- 
shipmen Robert Ritchie, George F. Weaver, and Wim. Green are stated to have sailed from New York in 
the United States schooner Beagle, the two first as lieutenants, and the last as sailingmaster. I pre- 
sume this must have been done without your knowledge, as I am aware of no authority which could have 
been given to these midshipmen to sail from the United States in those capacities. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Commodore D. Porter. Present. 





Circular. 
Navy Derartuent, October 14, 1824. 


Sir: It has become necessary to enforce rigorously the following directions, to which your particular 
attention is requested: 

No person is to be appointed acting midshipman, or permitted to act as such on board of any of our 
public vessels, without the express authority and permission of the Secretary of the Navy. 

No acting appointments of any other kind are to be made without such permission, except in cases 
of absolute necessity, and then with the understanding that they cease with the necessity that caused 
them, and always, as matter of course, when the officers are detached from the vessel or service in which 
they received them; and when any commander on a foreign station shall be under the necessity of mak- 
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ing any acting appointments, he is to give the earliest possible information of the same to the Secretary 
of “the Navy, ‘with his reasons for making such appointments, 

No officer acting under an appointment, not expressly sanctioned by the Department, shall wear the 
uniform of a higher grade than that by which he is known to the Department, nor shall any midshipman 
or sailingmaster, acting as lieutenant, receive the pay of lieutenant commanding, except under the cir- 
cumstances provided for in the 13th article, under the head of appointments, in the general regulations of 
the service. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. West India Squadron, Washington. 





Navy Department, October 15, 1824. 


Sir: T enclose copy of a resolution of Congress. The surveys and examinations under it, so far as 
they relate to Thompson’s Island, the Dry Tortugas, Tampa Bay, and Pensacola, are confided to your care, 
superintendence a d direction. The surveys of the two former places, already made, are supposed to be 
sufficient. Several officers have been directed to report to you to aid in this duty, and you will assign 
for it such vessel under your command as you think most proper. , of the corps of engineers, 
will accompany you to ‘aid in that portion of the service which relates to the defences of the place 
examined. Having other duties to attend to, it will be best that the vessels to be engaged proceed there 
immediately, to be followed by you as soon as you can make the necessary and proper arrangements with 
your squadron. You will make report on the subject at as early a day as possible. Your examination 
and report will be directed to the following points, viz: 

The depth of water upon the bar at the lowest and highest spring tides, and at common tides. 

Whether the depth of water upon the bar is affected by any, and what winds, to what extent, and in 
what manner. 

The strength of current on the bar, and to a safe anchorage within it. 

Width of channel upon the bar, width of the bar, and nature of the bottom; with what wind large 
vessels can cross the bar, bound inwards and outwards. 

The prevailing winds at different seasons of the year. 

Whether the passage across the bar can be commanded by batteries upon the shore. 

Whether vessels can anchor without, and near the bar, under the protection of batteries to be erected 
on the shore. 

From what positions, and by what extent and nature of force, can the entrance of the harbor be 
defended against an enemy. 

The extent of safe anchorage for vessels of the largest size which can cross the bar. 

The convenience of such anchorage for receiving supplies from the shore. 

Facilities for obtaining good fresh water. 

What supplies of provisions and stores for a fleet could be obtained from the surrounding country, 
and to what extent, at short notice. 

Whether the harbor has good positions for a dock or navy yard. 

How near to the present shore of such position does a channel run, of the same depth as the water 
on the bar, at highest spring tides. 

Has it good fresh water in its vicinity, and in what quantities, 

General health of the position, and quality of the soil, 

Facilities of wharfing to the channel, 

Whether the worm is destructive in the harbor. 

From what quarter the navy or dock yard could be most readily attacked. 

The best means of defence, 

To what extent a militia force could be depended upon to resist a sudden attack. 

You will specify the points which are determined from personal observation, and those upon which 
your information is derived from other and what sources. 

I am, very respecttully, &c., 
(Signed ) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 








P. S.—It has been ascertained, since the foregoing was written, that an officer of the corps of engi- 
neers cannot be detailed to assist in the survey; you will therefore proceed in the execution of this duty 
in the best manner you can with the force at your disposal. 


Commodore Davin Porter. Present. 





Navy Department, October 18, 1824. 
Str: I have examined the regulations and reflected on the subject of Lieutenant Aulick being ordered 
to discharge the duties of captain of the squadron, and I cannot view it in any other light than a direct 


violation of the regulations. Tbis being so, I cannot give the orders. 
There are several masters commandant not employed, any of whom I should be glad to order to yon 
for the purpose, if it be your wish to have an officer of that grade to discharge the duty. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Commodore Davip Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. Present. 











i 
i 


660 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 304, 


——— 





Navy Department, October 18, 1824. 

Sir: Enclosed herewith you will receive a copy of a communication from Andrew Armstrong, United 
States agent at Port au Prince, to the Secretary of State, respecting the capture of the ship Onis, of New 
York, by the Colombian privateer Independentia. 

I am very, &c., 
(Signed ) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, Present. 


Navy Department, October 19, 1824. 


Str: The enclosed papers are submitted for your perusal, and, if you think it necessary, you can 
make extracts from them; after which, be pleased to return them to the Department. 
Iam, Xc., 
(Signed) SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davin Porter, United States Navy. Present. 


Circular. 
Navy Department, October 19, 1824. 


Sir: Herewith you will receive a quantity of blank forms, of the following description, viz: Monthly 
return of the officers and crew; of persons discharged; of desertions; and of deaths on board each vessel 
attached to the squadron under your command, 

You will be particular in directing that every commander be furnished with a supply, and requiring 
that they be carefully and correctly filled up, and regularly forwarded, through you, to this Department. 
They are always to be filled up for the term of a calendar month, and are to commence from the month 
next ensuing the departure of a vessel from the United States on a cruise. Whenever it so happens that 
no deaths, desertions, or discharges take place during a whole month, the fact may be communicated by 
letter. It is not only desirable, but indispensably necessary, that the Department should be constantly 
advised of the situation of every vessel in service; therefore, a strict compliance with this, as well as all 
other circulars, will be exacted. 

In addition to the above-mentioned forms, I transmit a number of a different description, exhibiting 
a general view of the whole squadron under your command, 

Should the quantity now sent not be sufficient for all the vessels of your squadron, you will be pleased 
to advise the Department of the same, and also give early information when a further supply is wanted, 
that you may be furnished in season therewith, It is presumed that you have enough, at present, for six 
months. 

I am, very, &c., ss 
(Signed) 
Commodore Davin Porter. Present, 


SAML L, SOUTHARD, 


Navy Department, October 20, 1824. 
Sir: Your letter of this day’s date has been received; the act of Congress therein referred to was 
inadvertently omitted in the hurry of making up the last package for you, and is enclosed herewith, 
A communication will be addressed to you in the course of the day, respecting the appointment of a 
master commandant for the surveying service, under your command, 
I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Commodore Davin Porter, commanding United States West India Squadron, dc. Present. 





Navy Department, October 20, 1824. 


Sir: The commanding officer of the United States ship John Adams has applied to the recruiting 
officer at Baltimore for twelve men, in addition to those already entered; if this number should be 
required to make up the complement of that ship, they can be transferred from other service on your 
application to the Department. 

I am, very, &c., 


(Signed) SAML L. SOUTHARD. 


Commodore Davip Porter. Present. 


Navy Department, October 21, 1824. 


Sir: In reply to that part of your letter dated the 20th inst., which related to the name of the master 
commandant, left blank in my orders to you of the 14th inst., 1 would observe that the blank was left on 
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account of your intimation that the officer in command of the vessel designated for the surveying service 
would be sufficient, as he possessed the requisite qualifications. 

The charts necessary to aid you in the accomplishment of the surveys, committed to your direction, 
will be in readiness to-morrow; and you will please to send for them to the office of the commissioners, 
in which they are now in possession. 

I am, very, &c., 
(Signed) SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Commodore Davin Porter, commanding United States West India Squadron. Present. 





Navy Department, October 21, 1824. 


Sir: Until your letters of the 14th and 19th were received, I supposed that an answer had been sent 
to your inquiries respecting the cruisers sailing under the flags and authority of the governments in 
South America, which are said to have trespassed upon our commerce. 

The subject was promptly laid before the President, his instructions received, and an answer pre- 
pared; the omission to send it was accidental. Until it was received, however, the previous instructions 
were your proper guide. 

It is the will of the President that you do not molest vessels belonging to those governments, and 
bearing their flags, except such as are piratical, if any such there are, 

The injuries which we have suffered from vessels of the description you mention have already been 
made a subject of discussion between us and their respective governments, and it is hoped that speedy 
reparation will be made and the evil terminated. The object of communicating the instances of capture 
was to apprise you fully of the character and extent of the evil, so far as known to the Department, that 
you might do what you could to guard our vessels against it, and procure and furnish such information 
as might be within your reach upon the subject. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Commodore Davin Porter. Present. 





Navy Department, October 21, 1824. 


Sir: You letter dated the 19th instant has created surprise. Looking to the good of the service, 
every attention has been shown to you which yvur station required, and which could be dictated by a 
just estimation of your public service. 

The command which was given to you, at your earnest request, on the Ist of February, 1823, was a 
highly important one, and your conduct, in discharge of its duties, satisfactory to the President. The 
interval since you left that station has been interesting, as it is understood that piracy has revived, 
and is making extensive ravages on our commerce. Communications have been made to you to apprise 
you fully of this fact. The presence there of an officer of rank and experience is, of course, necessary. 
The size of the vessel in which he sails is matter of small moment, and must depend upon circumstances. 
You are aware of ‘the intention to send the Constellation to that station as soon as she can conveniently 
be prepared. 

Your return to this place without permission, or apprising the Department of a necessity for it, was 
unexpected; but no complaint has heretofore been made of your remaining here, because it was believed 
that your health was not perfectly good, and your shoulder lame and painful. But this obstacle has 
been removed; and had you earlier apprised the Department that you considered this place within the 
limits of your station, that the command had ceased to be pleasant to you, and that you were apprehen- 
sive of the climate, you would have been relieved, and a successor appointed. But having failed to give 
this information, and the presence of a commander on the station being now indispensable, you will pro- 
ceed to it. 

When it is convenient to the Department, your wish to be relieved shall be gratified. Upon a repe- 
rusal of your orders you will find that no intimation is given that Thompson’s Island alone is to be con- 
sidered as the station, and that you are to remain stationary there, nor that you are to lead in person 
every expedition fitted out from it. 

I purposely abstain from comment upon certain matters in your letter. You will hereafter hear from 
the Department on the subject. 

I am, very, &c., 


(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davin Porter. Present. 





Navy Department, March 24, 1825. 

Sir: Midshipman Rowan, of the West India squadron, has applied for leave of absence to visit his 
friends in Ohio. I have suspended a decision on his request until I can be informed whether you will 
require his testimony in the investigation which you have called for. Your early attention to this is 
requested. 

I am, respectfully, &c., ° 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davin Porter, United States Navy, Washington. 
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Navy Department, Jlarch 25, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and to inform you that 
I am aware of no objection, on the part of the Department, to your going to Norfolk and returning at the 
time specified. 
I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) 
Captain D. Porter, United States Navy, Washington. 


SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, per C. Hay. 





Navy Department, April 20, 1825. 

Sir: Enclosed you will receive a copy of the precept which has been issued for a court to make the 
inquiry, instituted by the Executive, into your conduct at Foxardo. You will perceive that the same 
court is also directed to make the inquiry which has been granted at your own request. 

In your letter of the 13th instant, which has been received, it created some surprise to find the decla- 
ration that the ‘‘ positive injunction,” in the letter from the Department of the 27th December, 1824, to 
‘“‘ proceed without unnecessary delay to this place,” deprived you of the opportunity, without taking on 
yourself great responsibility, of obtaining, by personal application, the written testimony necessary in 
the case. 

By referring to that letter, you will find that you are expressly charged to “bring with you those 
officers whose testimony is necessary, particularly Lieutenant Platt, and such written evidence as you 
may suppose useful” for the “ full investigation,” which it was declared the importance of the transac- 
tion demanded. 

No change has taken place in, the views of the Executive, either as to the necessity or character of 

the investigation, and any delay which has occurred in proceeding with it must he attributed to other 
causes. 
In relation to that part of your letter in which you say, “ the affair at Foxardo was the occasion of 
my recall; the affair of Foxardo was the occasion of my being displaced from my command; it is that 
affair which now keeps me suspended from the exercise of my official functions,” it is proper to remark, 
that although that affair was the immediate cause of your recall, yet you are not ignorant that it was the 
purpose of the Department to recall you from that command for other reasons, as soon as it was found 
convenient to substitute a competent officer in your place, a purpose only prevented by this transaction, 
which intervened previously to its execution. 

No other notice of the style and manner of your letter is deemed necessary, at this time, than to 
remind you of the relation which subsists between you and the Department. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) SAMUEL L, SOUTHARD. 

Commodore Davin Porter, U. S. Navy. Present. 





Navy Department, April 26, 1825 
Sir: I enclose for your information several papers which have been presented to the Department in 
the form of complaint, respecting certain proceedings at Thompson’s Island. 
The Department has not the means of furnishing a satisfactory answer, and requests your early 
attention to the matter. 
The papers sent are the originals, which you will please to return with such statement as you can 
make on the subject. 
J am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) 
Commodore Davip Porter, U, S. Navy. Present. 


SAMUEL L, SOUTHARD. 





Navy Deparment, May 28, 1825. 

Sir: The court of inquiry lately assembled at the Navy yard, Washington, has closed its examination 
into the matters submitted to it, and made report to the Department. 

I am instructed by the Executive to inform you that it has been found necessary that further pro- 
ceedings should be had in relation to the transactions at Foxardo, and that in the course of a few days 
charges will be preferred, you will be arrested, and a court-martial summoned for your trial. 

I am, very respectfully, 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

Captain Davin Porter, U. S. Navy. Present. 





Navy Departent, June 13, 1825. 
Sir: Your letter transmitting a pamphlet respecting the proceeding's of the court of inquiry, and the 
transactions at Foxardo, &c., was received, and the copy, endorsed for the President, immediately deliv- 


ered to him. 
It is cause of surprise that you should have considered it proper, while your case and the report of 
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the court of inquiry were still under the consideration of the Executive, to make a publication relating 
thereto, and especially a publication in so many respects deficient and inaccurate. 
I am, very respectfully, 


(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Commodore Davin Porter, United States Navy. Present. 





Navy Department, June 22, 1825. 


Sir: I enclose to you the charges and specifications upon which you will be tried before a court- 
martial, which will be convened on the seventh day of July next, at the Navy yard, Washington, and of 
which Captain James Barron has been appointed the president. At the time and place mentioned you 
will report yourself to the court for trial upon said charges. In the meantime you will be under no 
restraint in preparing for your defence. On the receipt of this letter, you will consider yourself under 
It is not deemed necessary to call upon you to surrender your sword, nor to assign limits to you. 
I am, respectfully, &c., 

(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Capt. Davip Porter, United States Navy. Present. 


arrest. 





Navy Department, August 17, 1825. 

Sir: I enclose, for your information, a copy of the proceedings of the court-martial, during the five 
last days in which it was engaged in the trial of the charges against you. You will perceive in them 
the finding and sentence of the court, with the approval annexed. 

I have also to inform you that the proceedings of the court of inquiry, and those of the court-martial, 
will be published without delay, by direction of the Executive. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Capt. Davin Porter, United States Navy. Present. 





Navy Department, August 20, 1825. 


Sir: Your letter of the seventeenth instant, requesting ‘“‘leave of absence during the term of sus- 
. . ’ . . © 
pension prescribed by the court,” has been received. It is not considered necessary that officers under 
suspension, by sentence of a court-martial, should apply for or obtain leave of absence to visit any part 
of the United States during the time of suspension. If your object is to leave the United States, the 
Department has no objection to your doing so. This permission is in no way to operate upon or affect 
p * e v 
the sentence of the court. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) 
Capt. Davin Porter, United States Navy. Present. 


SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 





Navy Derartent, August 23, 1825. 


The Secretary of the Navy acknowledges the receipt of a note from Commodore Porter, of yester- 
day’s date, requesting that he would ‘authorize Mr. Force to give publicity, in his journal, to the 
opinion of the court of inquiry as to the employment of the West India squadron during his command.” 

No objection is perceived to Mr. Force’s publishing the whole report and finding of the court of 
inquiry, whenever Commodore Porter shall think proper. A communication to this effect has been made 


to Mr. Force. 





Navy Department, April 29, 1825. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that a court of inqtiry, consisting of Captains Isaac Chauncey, 
president, William M. Crane, and George ©, Read, members, has been ordered to convene at the Navy 
yard in Washington, on Monday, the 2d day of May next, for the purpose of examining into the conduct 
of Captain D. Porter, in relation to the occurrences which took place at Foxardo, in the Island of Porto 
Rico, in the month of November last. 


I have the } r to be, &e. 3 
Samed) — SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Hon. Henry Cray, Secretary of State. 
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Mr. Clay to Mr. Salmon. 


DepartTMENT oF State, Washington, April 29, 1825, 
Don. Hilario de Rivas y Salmon, Philadelphia: 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that a court of inquiry has been ordered, and will assemble at 
the Navy yard, in Washington city, on Monday, the 2d of the next month, for the purpose of examining 
into the conduct of Captain D. Porter, of the United States navy, in relation to the occurrences which 
took place at Foxardo, in the Island of Porto Rico, in the month of November last. Any evidence perti- 
nent to the case, which you may think proper to adduce before that court, will be respectfully received 
and considered. The court will, probably, remain in session several days. 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew assurances of my high consideration. 


(Signed) H. CLAY. 





The Secretary of Stte presents his compliments to the Secretary of the Navy, and informs him that 
he has just received from Mr. Salmon, the Spanish chargé d’affaires, a communication of some papers 
for the court of inquiry, in the case of Captain Porter, which he will transmit to the Secretary of the 
Navy as soon as a translation of them, now in progress, shall be completed. 

DeparRTMENT OF State, Washington, May 5, 1825. 

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to the Secretary of the Navy, and he transmits to 
him, herewith, a note from Mr. Salmon, Spanish chargé d’affaires, which has just been received at the 
Department of State, accompanied by two documents, in relation to the incursion of Captain Porter into 
the Island of Porto Rico, and the affairs at Foxardo, which occurred last November, together with trans- 
lations of the same. 

The propriety of laying these papers before the court of inquiry into the conduct of that officer, in 
regard to these transactions, is submitted to the consideration of the Secretary of the Navy. 

DEPARTMENT OF State, Jay 6, 1825. 

Mr. Southard is requested to cau e the original papers to be returned, when there shall be no further 
use for them. 





[Translation.] 
Mr. Salmon to Mr. Clay. 


Lreation or Spain, Philadelphia, May 2, 1825. 
To the honorable Henry Clay, Secretary of State for the United States: 

Sir: I yesterday received your note, with which I was honored, announcing to me that a court of 
inquiry would be instituted to-day to investigate the conduct of Captain D, Porter in relation to the 
affairs of Foxardo, in the month of November last, and requesting of me any documents or testimony 
which you would have the goodness to submit to that court. 

I have the honor, herewith, to transmit an extract of a communication made to me by the Captain 
General of Puerto Rico, under date of the 28d of November, upon this subject, and a gazette of the 
government subsequently received, in which you will find an article on the present affairs. 

These are the only documents which I am able to furnish at this time. The proceedings and the 
gazette alluded to in the communication of the captain general were neglected, by some difficulty or 
accident; these might have been important in elucidating the conduct of Captain Porter. 

I presume the gazette, mentioned in the communication, may be the same as that from which a 
translation was made for the newspapers of this city, about the middle of last November. These papers, 
at the same time, published letters from a clerk in the house of Cabot, Bailey & Co., and from some citi- 
zens of the United States, who, it appears, were principally concerned in this unpleasant matter. 

The relations of these citizens, if trne, as I incline to think they are, tend to criminate Capt. Porter 
more deeply than those published in the government gazette of Puerto Rico. There have existed cases, 
as I have been informed, where Colombian privateers (whose commanders and crew had assumed the 
uniform and flag of the United States, of which they were native citizens) have entered Spanish ports, 
unsuspected by the local authorities. But supposing this never to have happened, was it strange that 
the subaltern authorities of Puerto Rico, at a time of war with some neighboring governments, and 
when the island was exposed to an invasion, should have detained a few foreigners, for an hour or two, 
who were justly liable to suspicion from their having neither passports nor papers, nor any uniform to 
distinguish them from enemies? This short and just detention appears to have been the sole ground of 
complaint by Captain Porter against the authorities of Foxardo, and which was judged sufficient cause 
for violating the Spanish territory and threatening a small, peaceable and defenceless village with vin- 
dictive menace. It has not yet appeared that Captain Porter, or his agents, had received any injury 
from the Spanish authorities at Foxardo, but, on the contrary, they were shown the greatest attention. 

These agents, far from respecting the laws, and the orders of the local authorities, derided them, 
and provoked their resentment, with the most insulting insolence. ‘The town,” (Foxardo,) says the 
relation of the clerk, in the house of Cabot & Co., which was published in the Boston Palladium, “lay 
about two miles from the beach, but we found the harbormaster there, and having explained to him our 
business, and the reason why the officers came in citizens’ dresses, we took our road to the town; we were 
ammediately called back, and ordered to remain on the beach until the captain of the port should come 
down, which would be in the course of the day. J told him my business was too urgent, and I could not 
wait, but I would call on the captain when I got to town. This would not answer, and we pursued our 
course without further ceremony.” 

But, independently of the publications in the papers of this country and of Puerto Rico, and not- 
withstauding the neglect of the proceedings in the trial instituted in that island, in relation to the affair 
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at Foxardo, it would seem to me that the communieation from the captain general, which I enclose to 
you, is of itself sufficient to prove that Captain Porter had but a very slight pretext for committing so 
great an outrage in the dominions of his Catholic Majesty, and why did he do it? To protect the pro 
perty of a foreigner, and not a citizen of the United States. Bat, supposing the motive to have been the 
most urgent, and the complaint of Captain Porter to have been just, how will it be possible for govern- 
ments to maintain peace and a friendly understanding with each other, if their officers, who should present 
examples of moderation to the rest of the citizens, are to become judges in their own cause, and of them- 
selves to retaliate for wrongs, which prerogative belongs to the nation and the government? ; 

I will refrain from making further observation on this unpleasant subject. The promptitude with 
which the President ordered the return of Captain Porter, and the investigation of his conduct by a 
respectable court, is decisive evidence of his love of justice, his respect for the law of nations, and his 
desire to cultivate the friendship subsisting between the governments of the United States and Spain. I 
am assured that his Catholic Majesty will receive satisfaction proportioned to the offence. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, my respects, and the assurances of my distin- 
guished consideration. ible. . 

(Signed ) HILARIO DE Y SALMON. 





Translation of the copy of a paper received at the Department of State, on the 6th May, 1825, ina letter from 
Don Hilario de Rivas y Salmon, chargé daffaires from Spain, dated 2d May. 


To his excellency the Secretary of the Despatch of State, I thus represent: 

I transmit to your excellency the proceedings in the inquiry relative to the shameful aggression of 
Commodore Porter, commanding United States squadron, on the peaceable town of Foxardo, the 14th 
instant, together with all letters and papers concerning it, that with this information of the unwarrant- 
able contempt of the flag and arms of his Majesty, you may communicate it*to his royal person. By 
these you will perceive that on the 26th of October, the U.S. schooner Beagle entered Foxardo, when 
the captain of the port demanded papers, to assure him that this vessel-of-war was in reality of a friendly 
nation. This was done as a precaution against any deception from the many insurgent privateers cruising 
in these waters, and exercising great acts of violence and rapacity; suspicion was excited by the small- 
ness of the vessel, her crew and armament, because citizens of the United States generally constitute the 
crews of the dissident privateers, and by the recent information in the royal order of the 31st May, that 
the dissident armament would be increased by fourteen vessels from North America. This schooner had 
on board, Mr. George Beajon, clerk in the commercial house of Cabot & Co., at St. Thomas, whose object 
was to search the place, where goods stolen from that house were supposed to be concealed. You will 
see that as soon as they gave assurance of their being Americans, they were allowed to proceed in their 
object, as will appear from the letter from the alcalde of the town, and from that which the captain of the 
port addressed to the principal commandant of marine. The former enclosed to me a list of the goods 
stolen, and a notice of the reward offered for the discovery. You will also be informed by the dispatch 
of the same alcalde, of the 14th instant, of the outrageous insult of Commodore Porter to that town, into 
which he marched with 150 armed men, spiked the artillery used in defence of the port, and demanded 
satisfaction of the said authority, in the most insulting and degrading manner that can be conceived of, 
and having obtained it he retired, although I do not know the terms in which it was couched. 

This unprecedented affair, contrary to the laws of honor, unbecoming a high minded officer, opposed 
to the law of nations, contemptuous of the sovereignty of monarchs and their inviolable rights, and to 
have been expected only from highwaymen, resulted in favor of the aggressor from the cowardice of the 
alcalde, the want of a local commander or of troops, and from the surprise of the neighborhood. It is 
very certain that, at the voice of alarm and union, the inhabitants of the surrounding country would have 
assembled to oppose the invaders, and they would have paid severely for their rash attempt. As soon as 
J had received notice of this aggression, fearful that this example might be injurious for the future unless 
promptly and energetically opposed, 1 ordered a company vf militia to be raised for the defence of that 
point most distant from population. JI appointed the commandant of battalion, Don Juan Nepomercene, 
as the military commander of the district, and Lieutenant Don F. M. Penatel as commander and driller 
of the company. I issued an order to all the departments that no armed vessels of any nation should be 
permitted to enter under any pretext, and that they should be opposed if they employed force; and I 
caused the relation of the outrage committed by Commodore Porter to be inserted in the Gazette of to-day. 
This inflated commander supposes a grievance of which he submits no complaint to this government; and 
pretends that to have been American property which belonged to a Danish subject, the demand of which 
should have been presented to the chief authority of this island; with an armed force he required satis- 
faction of the person whom he supposed to be the offender; he violated the state of peace in which we 
exist; he prostituted the force committed to him by his government; he attacked by surprise a friendly 
and inoffensive town, and became the admirer of his own exploit; for his safety he spiked the artillery, 
pulled down the royal flag, and with gross threats and vulgar expressions he thought to intimidate the 
officers of Foxardo by menacing fire and desolation to their innocent but spirited district. With such 
a contemptible triumph he escaped from the punishment which he feared would fall on his devoted head 
were he to remain longer on land 

I have directed the commandant of department to make an abstract for the information of H. M., and 
at the same time have suspended the alcalde for his pusillanimity, and the commander of the garrison for 
his unfitness for office, and because till this moment he has. not communicated to me anything in regard 
to this event. 

I transmit the foregoing to your excellency, that it may be submitted to his Majesty. 

Puerto Rico, November 23, 1824. 

(Signed) MIGUEL DE LA TORRE. 

To the Consu, Generat of his Majesty in the United States. 


VoL. 1i———8 4 K 
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[Extracted from the government Gazette of Porto Rico, January 12, 1845.] 
Quixotic and ungallant adventure of an American commodore, and false imputations refuted. 


In the Baltimore papers of the 4th of December last, we have read an article on the affair of Foxardo, 
related in our number of the 23d of November. It is the most insulting and calumnious production that 
ever issued from an indecorous and degraded pen against a civilized people. This is the return made by 
certain American journals for the generous, polite and frank reception which citizens of the United States 
have ever received from us. 

The temerity of Commodore D. Porter’s conduct on our unsettled shores, that of the officer under his 
orders, whose letter we shall notice, and that of the editor who made the publication, authorizes us in 
saying that our most hostile enemies have never shown themselves more infuriated ; and that the 
commodore, the officer and the editor have conducted themselves in the most shameful and vulgar 
manner, inasmuch as they imagined grievances and invited difficulties, for the sole purpose of seeking an 
oceasion for uttering their billingsgate and committing acts of the vilest and most disgraceful 
character. 


The following is the caption of an article, which was printed in large letters: 
** Insult and imprisonment of an American naval officer revenged, and Spanish insolence properly chastised.” 
~ e ? 


In our 279th number, of November 23, we published the history of this affair, which statement we 
now confirm, for it is substantiated by authentic documents, and we defy the most astute American to 
oppose them with proof, and which we can adduce, of the guilt of Commodore Porter. We believe, 
therefore, the imprisonment or insult of an American naval officer to have been planned to create an 
occasion for satisfying the vengeance that consumes the commodore, in relation to Puerto Rico and the 
Spaniards. But this act was committed in so indecorous a manner that he has excited public odium and 
contempt; it was indeed an act which cou'd only have been committed by one belonging to the canaille 
of society, and who had been educated with neglect. 

The commodore thus becomes a knight errant, who couches his lance and buckles on his shield to 
avenge wrongs that neither affect nor concern him, and pretends, like a second Amadis de Gaul, that at 
the voice of his Dorothea all laws and rights must be suppressed. 

The schooner Beagle was engaged at St. Thomas to convey a clerk of the house of Cabot to Foxardo, 
instead of cruising for pirates, for which she was fitted out. The object in conveying this clerk to Foxardo 
was, it is said, to claim some merchandise that had been stolen from this Danish commercial house, and 
which they suspected to have been transported to that place. A suspicion of this kind had so little 
foundation, that to the present moment the least insinuation has not been made by that government to 
the chief authority of this island, which has always decided its claims justly and with honor to the 
nation. She was freighted, we have said, for she was employed by a foreign individual, and in a matter 
where the United States could have had no interest. 

In this service of transportation so important, the commander refuses to use himsclf and his vessel. 
Nothing more natural than that he should defer his departure until the vessel had gone. If the American 
officer at his arrival had presented himself with proper respect to the authorities at Foxardo, and had 
made known to them his commission and object, the suspicion which was excited would have been 
dispelled. This was naturally produced at seeing a vessel-of-war in the service of an individual, of a 
different nation from himself, when her aspect and object contradicted it. This induced the suspicion 
that she was carrying on a contraband commerce, so usual with those in whose service she was at that 
time. To this is reduced what the editor of the Baltimore paper calls imprisonment and insult, when the 
officer was dismissed as soon as he had satisfied what was required by his duty and the laws. 

It would seem that the American gentlemen to whom we refer expect that at their name every knee 
should bow, and every one confess that their mistress is the most lovely in the world, without inquiring 
if she be deformed, lame, ugly, peevish, or ill-disposed. ‘To this alone does he aspire, who calls insolence 
the exercise of a right in the delegates of the government, in discharging their duty, to ascertain the true 
character of the person visiting the town. As to revenged and chastised, it has already been seen by the 
history of the event, and will be shown by what is yet to be said, that the result of that affair was about 
as satisfactory as the attack of the Knight of La Mancha on the sheep, who achieved universal pity and 
laughter. 

Extremely vain and satisfied of his preamble, the editor proceeds to publish a letter written by an 
officer of the frigate John Adams, under command of Commodore Porter, dated at the Isle of Passage, 
the 10th of November, which we will remark upon. 

“T doubt not,” says the letter, “that you will have heard of Commodore Porter having taken a 
Spanish town in Puerto Rico.” 

A mighty sensation must have been produced, among those who have never visited our island, at the 
report of a town being captured. One would suppose that it was at least a town of the second or third size; 
but it never would be dreamed of that the town in question was but a hamlet, containing 74 houses covered 
with tile, and 84 bojios. This is the town of Foxardo, which Commodore Porter desired to capture, but 
into which he dared not enter, notwithstanding his arrogant presumption. 

“The circumstances,’” it continues,“ are briefly these: The governor imprisoned the captain of one 
of the small schooners, and suffered him to be grossly insulted.” 

To magnify the importance of the post supposed to have been taken by the commodore, and its means 
of defence by this distich, 

*¢ The more the honor which the vanquished bear, 

The greater glory does the hero share,”? 
it would have been first necessary to supply a magistrate of superior command; and although our com- 
modore did happen to address a letter to the alcalde de campo, yet the officer who is writing should have 
metamorphosed him into a governor, by taking advantage of a poetic license in the composition of his farce. 
In like manner, an American officer is represented to have been grossly insulted, because the captain of a 
vessel in commission of a St. James mercantile house was detained until he presented papers attesting his 
authority and person. 

‘As soon,” the letter continues, “as the commodore knew of it, he was there with two schooners’ 
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boats and a part of the crew of the frigate; he captured two batteries, spiked the cannon, and marched 
to the town, (Foxardo,) about two miles in the interior. He there found the Spaniards prepared to give 
battle; he drew up his force within pistol shot of the enemy, and sent a deputation to the governor and 
captain of the port, who were the two principal offenders, requiring them to come and make atonement, 
or he would, in case of a refusal, burn their town. They chose the first alternative, and in presence of 
all our officers asked pardon of the insulted officers, manifested great contrition, and promised to pay 
respect to all American officers who might in future visit the port.” 

The two batteries said to have been taken were two bare intrenchments, in which there was not a 
single man; for as no attack from North Americans was expected, they had been deserted for the defence 
of the port, and every person in the vicinity continued at his occupation, and did not resort to defend 
these entrenchments, as usual on the least alarm. As soon as armed men were seen to debark, the people 
assembled, and the small number collected declared themselves ready for fight. 

Very little should be expected from the contrition of those called the offenders, and from their promise 
to respect American officers who should hereafter visit the place, as they have always done when the 
officers have been recognized; because these offenders, so called, were instantly cashiered by the govern- 
ment, which, although it requires them to be polite and attentive, does not wish them to be quite so com- 
plaisant. American officers, as well as all others at peace with us, may be assured of that friendly 
reception which the good education of the Spaniards gives them a right to expect of us, if they observe 
what is due by them; but they shall also be convinced that, for the least violation against the honor of 
the nation and respect for authorities, their presumptuous arrogance shall be checked. 

“The commodore,” concludes the letter, ‘then marched to the town, merely to show that it was at 
his mercy, and afterwards returned to his boats and left the place. There was not the least disorder; 
not a man left the ranks whilst on shore, where they continued more than three hours. Self-defence 
required that the cannons should be spiked, and this is all they have to complain of. They had been 
informed of our in‘ention to visit them [false]. The population of this town is about two thousand souls. 
The country is quiet. Before we had left the place, a force three times greater than ours had assembled, 
with a field piece; and in presence of these, and within pistol shot of their forces, our commodore made 
them humble themselves.” 

[It should be the two. ] 

The author of this letter is a most consummate liar. It is false that Porter entered the town; and 
although he received an invitation, in return to his, to approach the few men who had assembled, he 
excused himself and retired. 

We had always supposed that honor and truth were inherent virtues in those who devote their lives 
for the defence of the state; but the event authorizes the assertion that these obligations were apparently 
forgotton by the aggressors of Foxardo., 

This tissue of falsehood gives two proofs in our favor. The first is, that Mr. Porter is represented, 
even by his officers, as capable of being an incendiary, since revenge would have urged him to it had he 
not been restrained by fear: the second, that they are persuaded of the reception that awaits them if they 
shall again dare to violate our territory, and if they shall return to assume the character of, as they are 
called by Charles X, self-ministers of justice. 

The spiking of the cannons is said to be the only ground of our complaint; these and others are now 
prepared to receive all who shall attempt an aggression on our soil. The offence was given to all nations, 
because the law of nations was violated. We view the conduct of Porter, particularly in relation to the 
government, as if he were irritated with any of us individually, and for revenge had entered by the yard- 
gate, and had violated the first of our servant maids. ,Such had been his conduct, and so contemptible 
has been his pretended satisfaction. 

It is not becoming, at this time, to forget that moderation which we have always observed, and 
which was distinguishable in the first Foxardo article; but we ought to retort in some degree on the 
Baltimore editor and others of like character. 





Navy Department, July 8, 1825. 

Sir: I am directed by the President of the United States to inform you that a court-martial is now 
sitting at the Navy yard in this place, for the trial of Captain David Porter, upon charges preferred 
against him, one of which is founded upon his conduct in landing in a forcible manner at Foxardo, in the 
Island of Porto Rico, in the month of November last. 

In apprising the representative of the Spanish government of the fact, I suggest to you the propriety 
of informing him that the documents heretofore forwarded by him to be laid before the court of inquiry 
were rejected by the court as incompetent evidence, and not properly authenticated. 

This notice should have been. given at an earlier day, but was accidentally omitted. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 


(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Hon. Henry Cray, Secretary of State. 





Mr. Brent to Mr. Salmon. 


DeparTMENT OF State, Washington, July 8, 1825. 


Don Hilario de Rivas y Salmon, chargé daffaires from Spain: 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that notice has just been received at this office, from the Secretary 
of the Navy, that a court-martial is now sitting, at the Navy yard in this city, for the trial of Captain 
David Porter upon charges preferred against him, one of which is founded upon his conduct in landing in 
a forcible manner at Foxardo, in the Island of Porto Rico, in the month of November last. 

In the absence of the Secretary, and by direction of the President of the United States, I have the 
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honor further to state, that any evidence pertinent to the case, which you may think proper to furnish, 
will be respectfully received and considered; but in apprising you of this circumstance e, | beg leave in 
suggest that the documents heretofore forw arded by you, to be laid before the late court of enquiry into 
the conduct of the same officer, were rejected by the court as incompetent evidence, and not properly 
authenticated. 

With great consideration, I am, sir, your obedient and very humble servant, 


(Signed) DANIEL BRENT. 
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[Translation.] 


Don Hilario de Rivas y Salmon to Mr. Brent. 


LEGATION oF Spain, Philadelphia, July 10, 1825. 

Sir: In answer to your note of the 8th, which I have just received, I have the honor to say, that the 
documents which I formerly sent, relative to the conduct of Commodore Porter in Foxardo, which were 
rejected by the court of inquiry, as you inform me, are the only ones which have come to my hands as 
yet. If, during the session of the court-martial which is now sitting, I shall receive others, which I may 
think proper to present to the aforenamed court, I shall have the honor of transmitting them to you for 
that purpose. 

I repeat to you, sir, my respects and the assurance of my consideration. 


(Signed) HILARIO DE RIVAS Y SALMON. 








Navy Department, July 18, 1825. 
Sm: I have the honor to request that you will furnish this Department with a copy of so much of 
Mr. Nelson’s last letter as relates to the complaint preferred by the government of Spain, respecting 
the conduct of Captain David Porter in landing forcibly, in November last, at Foxardo, in the Island of 
Porto Rica. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient and humble servant, 


(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Hon. Henry Cray, Secretary of State. 





Department oF Strate, Washington, July 18, 1825. 


Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy: 

Sir: I have the honor, agreeably to the request in your letter to the Secretary of State, of this date, 
to send you an extract, enclose d, from the only dispatch of Mr. Nelson, minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States in Spain, which has been received at this Department in relation to the complaint of the 
government of Spain respecting the conduct of Captain David Porter in landing forcibly, in November 
last, at Foxardo, in the Island of Porto Rico, and to add that this extract comprehends all that the said 
dispatch contains upon the subject 

I am, with the highest respect, sir, your obedient and very humble servant, 


(Signed) DANIEL BRENT. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Nelson, minister plenipotentiary of the United States in Spain, to the Secretary 
of State of the United States, dated— 


Maprip, April 6, 1825. 

I had an interview with the secretary of state on the subjects of interest between the two govern- 
ments, not embraced in his note last received. At the close he observed that he should have to address 
me in relation to the conduct of Commodore Porter. 

He observed that his government made a great distinction between the act of Commodore Porter and 
the American government; that eovernments. friendly towards each other had never any difficulty in 
arranging matters of this sort. 

He alluded to some misconduct of the French in Spain, occurring through the inte mperance of their 
officers; said that as soon as presented to the proper authorities they were remedied by the most prompt 
accommodation; that he did not entertain a doubt of the same result from the appeal in the instance of 
the American officers 

He was told that I had no official communication on this subject as yet; but that from the American 
newspapers, with which I had been furnished, I perceived that Commodore Porter had been recalled, and 
another officer sent to supply his place in the American squadron. 





Navy Departwent, December 24, 1823. 


Sir: Yours of the 18th instant, reporting your arrival in the frigate Congress, in Lynnhaven Bay, 
has been received. 
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You will deliver the ship to the commandant of the yard, that she may receive such repairs as may 
be found necessary, and be prepared for sea as speedily as practicable, as it is my intention that she join 
Captain Porter’s command, on the Florida station, for a cruise of six months or more. 

I take pleasure in complying with your wishes to retain the command of the ship. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

Capt. James Bippie, U. S. Ship Congress, Norfolk, Va. 





Navy Department, December 30, 1823. 

Sir: Your letter of the 26th instant, in relation to the condition of your ship, and the terms of 
service of part of the crew, has been received. 

I Jearn with pleasure that no repairs will be necessary for the cruise for which she is intended. It 
will not continue longer than six months, and of this you may assure the crew, and re-enter all those 
whose terms of service will expire before that time, who may be disposed to do so. 

I am, very respectfully, 
SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Captain James Bippie, commanding U. S. Frigate Congress, Norfolk, Va. 





Navy Departuent, December 31, 1823. 

Sir: The United States frigate Congress, under your command, being intended to form part of the 
squadron placed under the direction of Commodore David Porter, you will immediately, as commander of 
that ship, report yourself for duty to that officer. 

I remain, very respectfully, &c., 
SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Captain James Bippie, commanding U. S. Ship Congress, Norfolk. 





Navy Department, January 3, 1824. 


Sir: Upon the subject of your letter of the 28th ultimo, I would remark that I do not know any 
lieutenant in the service of the name of Byrne. It will be necessary that the officers remain attached to 
the ship, and that those who are absent on permission return, as the service requires that the Congress 
sails immediately. As the ship under your command is attached to the West India squadron, under the 
direction of Commodore David Porter, he will give to you all necessary orders in relation to the contem- 
plated service. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Captain James Biopir, U. S. Ship Congress, Norfolk, Virginia. 





Frigate Coneress, Norfolk, January 4, 1824. 

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 31st ultimo, I have reported myself to Captain David Porter 
as my commanding officer. 

I learn indirectly from Captain Porter that, upon my arrival in the West Indies, it is his intention 
to come on board this ship and live. In that event, my command will be subordinate to that which is 
usually held by an officer of my grade of commission, and would necessarily be mortifying and unpleas- 
ant tome. I enclose an order to me from Master Commandant Wm. B. Finch, who signs as ‘‘ captain of 
the squadron.” So far, therefore, from my services being required at all after arriving out, my presence 
would rather occasion embarrassment and difliculty. Capt. Porter informs me that this ship is to remain 
abroad only until the Independence can arrive out. I respectfully request, therefore, that upon Captain 
Porter’s joining this ship, I may be allowed to remain on shore in Cuba or wheresoever else the ship may 
be, and to resume my command of this ship upon the arrival out of the Independence. My desire to continue 
afloat has been much increased since reading the President’s message. The arrangement I solicit will 
be gratifying to me, as relieving me from serving in a situation not suitable to my commission, and it 
may prevent unpleasant collision. It will not be attended with expense, since I would not desire any 
allowance to be made to me for personal expenses on shore. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) JAMES BIDDLE. 


Honorable Sam’t L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





U.S. Snip Jonn Apams, January 2, 1824. 
Sir: I enclose to you the copy of an order from Commodore Porter, which you will be pleased to 
communicate to the two officers, Lieutenant Wm. Taylor and Purser S. Hambleton, concerned, and who 


are under your immediate command. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. FINCH, Captain of the Squadron. 
Captain James Bippie, commanding U. S. Frigate Congress. 


< 
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Navy Department, February 19, 1824. 

Str: Several applications have been made to me, by officers of the Congress, who have leave of 
absence from Captain Biddle, and have been ordered by you to join other vessels. 

There has been some confusion as to these officers, created in part, perhaps, by myself. Some of them 
had leave of absence before Captain Biddle was ordered to report to you, and others, perhaps, after that 
time. Captain Biddle, when here, asked me if there would be any objections to those whose services 
were not wanting in the vessels being absent while she was repairing. I answered that there would 
not; that it was better they should be absent with their friends, if there was no duty for them. Ihave 
had no communication since from Captain Biddle; but he has no doubt properly considered this answer as 
confirming the permissions already granted, and justifying such as were applied for afterwards, if there 
are any such. It is my wish, therefore, that the officers who have leave of absence from that vessel be 
left until she is ready for them. I have another reason. I do not wish transfers to be made in the United 
States, without the orders of the Department. Several very unpleasant occurrences have lately taken 
place, arising from that cause. All transfers here ought to be by order of the Department, and elsewhere, 
immediately communicated to the Department. 

I shall write to Captain Biddle, and direct him on this subject, that no further inconvenience may 
arise to you from his conduct on this point. 

There has been some confusion on the subject, but a little time and patience will make matters right. 
It will probably be necessary, hereafter, to issue a general order on this subject. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. West India Squadron, Norfolk, Va. 





Sir: Acting, as I am, in strict conformity with the orders I have received from the Navy Department, 
and having never, in the slightest degree, departed from them, I confidently look to it to defend my 
character from unjust aspersion, particularly as I am, with others, prohibited from defending myself 
through the public prints. I am induced to express this hope, in consequence of the article contained in 
the newspaper which I have the honor to send you, and which is evidently intended to do me some great 
injury. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 

Honorable Secretary of the Navy. 


D. PORTER. 


Navy Department, December 31, 1823. 

Six: I have received several communications from you by the mail of this morning, and shall attend 
to them as early as possible. 

I have ordered Captain Biddle (the order sent herewith) to report to you for duty, and you will 
dispatch him in the Congress to the Florida or the Thompson’s Island station, with such orders as you 
may consider necessary, to execute the views of the Department, contained in the instructions heretofore 
given you. You will send with him all the vessels under your command which are ready, and will permit 
no delay which is not indispensable. 

I have heretofore sent you some account of piracies lately committed, and I herewith enclose two 
more, and request your particular attention to the letter signed by Mr. Lawrence, and the course pointed 
out as a mode of effecting the object. 

It being indispensable that difficulties, such as have arisen with Lieutenant Kennon and yourself, should 
be promptly and firmly terminated by this Department, you will remain at Norfolk, in order that an 
investigation may take place, and you will therefore forward immediately such charges as you may have 
tu make, and which may direct me in the orders which I have to issue. 

It is my intention to have an investigation into the conduct of Captain 8. Smith at the same time 
with that into the conduct of Lieut. Kennon. If, therefore, any of the officers of the vessels which you 
may send with Captain Biddle are necessary in these investigations, you are authsrized to detain them at 
Norfolk, and, if necessary, supply their places with others now at the station, and who can be spared, 
taking care not to send away any who may be wanting as witnesses in the trial of Captain Smith and 
Lieutenant Kennon, so far as you are acquainted with them. 

Lieutenant Kennon has named the following officers as witnesses necessary for him: 

Lieutenant J. Tattnall, Acting Lieutenant V. M. Randolph, Acting Lieutenant F. Buchanan, Purser 
Samuel Hambleton, Lieutenant William Taylor. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Squadron, Norfolk. 
? ’ “ 


Navy Department, January 2, 1824. 

Sir: As it is desirable that the investigation of the cases of Captain Smith and Lieutenant Kennon 
should take place as early as practicable, you will furnish to the Department the names of the persons, in 
each case, who are capable of giving testimony, and also a statement of the facts into which you wish 
an inquiry to be made. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 


(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Captain Davip Porter, commanding U. S. West India Squadron, Norfolk, Va. 
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Navy Department, January 3, 1824. 
Sm: You will deliver the enclosed order to Dr. Hasle!+, detaching him from the squadron under your 
command. Doctor Tinslar is necessary as a witness in the case for the trial of Lieutenant Kennon. 
I am, very respeetfully, &c., : 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Commodore Davin Porter, commanding U. S. West India Squadron, Norfolk, Va. 





7 U.S. Suir Joun Apams, January 4, 1824. 

Sir: I have received your instructions of the 31st, which shall be strictly attended to in every par- 
ticular. 

Acting up to the letter and spirit of your instructions, dated December, 1823, I made, through the 
medium of Mr. Samuel Hamilton, the following proposals in writing to Lieutenant Kennon, which he 
rejected, hence there was no other alternative but to bring him to a court-martial. 

“Captain Porter has heard, from a mutual friend, that Lieutenant Kennon denies that any unfriendly 
motives actuated him in the publication which drew forth the remarks in the Georgian. 

“Tf Lieutenant Kennon is willing to declare this in writing, this being the primary cause of all the 
recent difficulties between them, Captain Porter will be then willing to withdraw his charges against 
Lieutenant Kennon, and suppress all proceedings in the case. 

“Captain Porter cannot receive, now, in explanation of Lieutenant Kennon’s views or objects in the 
first publication, any declaration contained in his defence against the remarks in the Georgian; because 
he (Captain Porter) never made any objection to those remarks, and ought, therefore, to have been con- 
sidered as satisfied with them. But new causes for offence have been since given, and he can receive 
no explanation affecting them which may heretofore have appeared in the public prints. 

“Captain Porter, when he arrested Lieutenant Kennon, believed that the United States would wait 
for the Peacock, and therefore thought there would be time enough to admit of his trial; but he had no 
sooner arrested Lieutenant Kennon, than Captain Hull went to Washington to get orders to proceed 
immediately to sea. This unexpected occurrence is the cause why Captain Porter is desirous that the 
affair should be adjusted before she sails, that Lieutenant Kennon may proceed to his destination.” 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

To the Hon. Samvue, L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





Navy Department, January 7, 1824. 
Sm: A general court-martial has been ordered to convene at the Navy yard, Gosport, Va., on the 22d 


‘ 
inst., for the trial of Lieutenant Beverley Kennon, of the United States navy, and such other persons as 
shall be arraigned before the said court. 

The court will be constituted as follows, viz: 

Captains Wm. Bainbridge, president, Thomas Macdonough, Robert T. Spence, John D. Henley; Mas- 
ter Commandants Alex. T. Wadsworth, George C. Read; Lieutenants Lawrence Kearny and Thomas M, 
Newell, members; and Walter F. Jones, Esq., judge advocate. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 


(Signed) _ SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Captain Davin Porter, commanding West India Squadron, Norfolk, Va. 





Navy Departuent, J/arch 29, 1824. 


Sir: I enclose to you herewith copy of the sentence of the court-martial in the case of Lieutenant 
Beverly Kennon, with a copy of the letter in which the sentence was enclosed to him. 

This trial has occasioned great public excitement and much inconvenience to the service, and it is 
hoped that all officers will perceive the necessity of avoiding in future whatever will have a tendency to 
such results. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAMW’L L. SOUTHARD. 


Com. Davin Porter, commanding U. S. Naval Forces, W. I. and Gulf of Mexico. 





Navy Department, April 23, 1824. 

Sir: An application has been made to this Department for a copy of the proceedings of court-martial, 
to be used in the further vindication of the conduct and character of Lieutenant Kenyon, which was 
declined. In consequence of the copy not being granted, a resolution has been offered and adopted in the 
House of Representatives calling for a copy of the proceedings. 

I] am, very respectfully, &c., 


(Signed) SAM’L L. SOUTHARD. 
Com. Davin Porter, commanding U.S. Naval Forces, West Indies and Gulf of Me.vico. 


“ 
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Extract of aletter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore David Porter, Thompson’s Island, dated~ 


Navy Department, May 17, 1824. 
Upon a call by resolution, the proceedings of the court-martial which tried Lieutenant Kennon have 
been sent to Congress, and they will be published in a few days. 





Matanzas, June 5, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th March, enclosing the 
sentence of the court-martial on Lieutenant Kennon, with a copy of your letter to him of the 16th, autho- 
rizing him ‘‘to publish the sentence fully acquitting him,” and refusing to order my arrest and trial on 
the charges preferred by Lieutenant Kennon. 

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d of April, notifying me of the resolu- 
tion adopted in the House of Representatives, calling for a copy of the proceedings of the court-martial 
in the case of Lieutenant Kennon, the publication of which will be highly satisfactory to me, inasmuch 
as the whole affair is badly understood by the public, who, on perusing them, cannot fail to discover that 
the court, by a limitation in the inquiry, rendered it impossible that I could prove the bad feeling which 
had long existed towards me on the part of Lieutenant Kennon, on which the charge of malice was 
founded. Documental and oral testimony on this head were both rejected; and, in addition, it was 
intimated to me, by the presiding officer, towards the closing of the testimony on the part of the prosecu- 
tion, that my presence in court was not necessary, which prevented my attendance as prosecutor. I beg 
leave to remark, also, that I did not go a willing witness before the court—I was ordered to attend. My 
testimony was ample, and being called for by the counsel of Lieutenant Kennon, the court was bound to 
respect it. 

I know of no reason why the court was justified in imputing, by its sentence, perjury to me—for if 
the sentence “fully” acquitting Lieutenant Kennon is just, | am certainly a perjured man; but, sir, my 
conscience tells me otherwise. In these respects I cannot conceal that I feel myself aggrieved, but should 
have refrained from complaint, had not this sentence brought on me the reprimand contained in your 
letter of the 29th March, which I cannot feel that I merit; for if “great public excitement” has been 
occasioned, it has been by the persevering hostility of Lieutenant Kennon and his friends, who have 
availed themselves of the press to produce it, before, pending, and subsequently to the trial, an advantage 
which I have been deprived of by your general order and my absence from the country. The excitement 
is neither of my seeking or occasioning, and I cannot think myself answerable for it; the blame must 
therefore rest on those with whom it originated; and the information and admonition which accompany 
it, could, with great propriety, be applied to those who have been acting in the double capacity of coun- 
selors to Lieutenant Kennon, and public accusers of me, without specifying any other charge against 
me than my having brought a junior officer to a court-martial, who, by the sentence of the court, was 
“fully acquitted.” This appeal to the tribunal of public opinion was not a measure of mine; and if by 
it the sentence of the court should be reversed, or further “excitement”? should be produced, L hope I 
shall stand acquitted of any participation in the cause, or of censure for any injuries which may result 
therefrom to the navy. 

I regret, sir, that the public do not understand the merits of the differences between Lieutenant 
Kennon and myself, and I rejoice that it can be made to understand them without any responsibikity on 
my part. I have quietly borne the vituperation of Lieutenant Kennon and his friends through the public 
prints, and I have patiently waited the result, knowing that justice would sooner or later be done to me. 
The publication of the proceedings of the court is all I can desire, and to my fellow-citizens 1 cheerfully 
confide my cause, with a full confidence in the justice of their decision. 

The intimation that “it is hoped that all officers will perceive the necessity of avoiding, in future, 
whatever will have a tendency to such results,” will certainly receive every respect and attention from 
me; but I cannot help remarking that courts-martial are at all times inconvenient, and occasion more or 
less “‘ public excitement;’’ yet they are a necessary evil, are provided for by the laws for the government 
of the navy, and are the only proper appeal of those of the navy who believe themselves injured. It is 
made the duty of every officer to prevent a violation of the laws which regulate them, and this duty I felt 
myself in the performance of when I arrested and brought to trial Lieutenant Kennon, — 

By this implied censure the prerogatives of a court-martial are exercised; and by a refusal to try me 
on the charges exhibited against me by Lieutenant Kennon, (a copy of which I beg you to furnish me,) I 
am deprived of the opportunity, which he has enjoyed, of repelling them, while a knowledge of his having 
exhibited them and your refusal has gone before the public, who, ignorant of their nature, may imagine 
them of the worst character, and may conceive the protection of the Department necessary to screen me 
from the consequences of an investigation. 

What the charges of Lieutenant Kennon are I know not; but be they what they may, I do not shrink 
from them. There is no part of my official conduct that I would not desire to be laid before the world. 
I have done nothing to be ashamed of; and if the charges embrace any part of it, T cannot willingly 
consent that they should go on the files of the office unaccompanied by a refutation. If they originate in 
private animosity alone, and are unconnected with my public duties, I am willing that they should be 
disposed of as you may think proper; for after what has been done by Lieutenant Kennon and his friends 
to injure me, nothing of that nature can occasion me surprise or uneasiness, 

I beg you, sir, to make allowance for any warmth of expression which may have escaped me in this 
letter, as it is my wish to make known my own grievances without offending the feelings of others, and ; 
nothing is further from my wish than to reflect on any measure of the Department or of the court-martial ; 
but I cannot silently acquiesce in the propriety of an implied censure for performing what I conceived to 
be a duty I owed to myself and to the service, or in a sentence which I am persuaded others, as well as 
myself, will, after the publication of the proceedings, think extraordinary. 

Having noticed in your letter to Lieutenant Kennon this expression: ‘There are matters in the 
trial and in the defence which are not approved, and which it is not proper to publish,” allow me to ask 
of you to inform me what those matters are. Under such circumstances, whether full approbation has 
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been given to the sentence, and whether they are of a nature which, if rejected, should have changed the 
decision of the court. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your very obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Hon. Saw’i L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





Department oF Srate, Washington, May 10, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor of enclosing, herewith, copies of a letter received at this Department from the 
chargé @affaires of Great Britain, and of the correspondence which forms the subject of the complaint 
contained in it, as also of my provisional answer to it, given by direction of the President of the United 
States. 

I have to request the favor of being informed of the result of the inquiry to be instituted, in such 
manner as to enable me, as soon as may be practicable, to fulfill the promise made in my answer to Mr. 
Addington. 

I am, with great respect, &c., &e., JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Samvet L. Sournarp, Esq., Secretary of the Navy. 





Mr. Addington to Mr. Adams. 


Wasurneton, May 4, 1824. 

Sir: In conformity with instructions recently received from England, I have the honor to communi- 
cate to you, herewith, copies of a correspondence which has been transmitted by the board of admiralty 
to his Majesty’s secretary of state for foreign affairs, relative to an occurrence which took place in the 
harbor of the Havana, in the month of June last, when the American merchant brig Hiram received 
some injury in her rigging, in consequence of the refusal of her mate to make room for his Majesty’s 
ship Eden to pass up the harbor. 

In making this communication to you, sir, I am commanded to call your attention to the extraordi- 
nary conduct pursued towards the first lieutenant of his Majesty’s ship Eden, by Lieutenant Gregory, of 
the United States schooner Grampus, in making a complaint of a public nature an excuse for attempting 
to provoke a personal quarrel with a British officer. 

His Majesty’s government have also seen, with much regret, from the correspondence which followed, 
that an officer so high in the service of the United States as Commodore Porter, should have been induced 
to sanction a proceeding of so intemperate a character as that pursued by Lieutenant Gregory. 

I confine myself, sir, to bringing these circumstances simply, and without comment, to the knowledge 
of the American Government, as I feel confident that they will view the affair in the same light with his 
Majesty’s minister, and that they will not hesitate to convey to the naval officers in question the expres- 
sion of their displeasure at the conduct they have pursued on this occasion; and likewise that they will 
furnish their naval commanders with such instructions as may prevent a recurrence of conduct so little 
calculated to preserve a good understanding between the officers of the two navies, and so much at 
variance with that spirit of sincere friendship and good will which animates their respective governments. 

I have the honer to be, with distinguished consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble servant: 
H. U. ADDINGTON. 
The honorable Jonn Quincy Apams, Secretary of State. 





Captain Lawrence to Commodore Owen, dated— 


His Masesty’s Sup Even, Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, December 16, 1823. 

Sir: In compliance with the order contained in your letter of the 28th September, just received by 
his Majesty’s sloop Scout, I have the honor to inform you that, on the 27th of June last, while his 
Majesty’s ship under my command was warping up the harbor of Havana, the American brig Hiram was 
lying in mid channel, moored with a small warp directly in our way. More than an hour previous to our 
weighing anchor, the Hiram was hailed and requested to slack her warp, to give the ship room to pass 
up the harbor; this the mate, who was left in charge of the brig, refused to do, on this as well on the 
request being several times repeated; the consequence of this refusal was, that the boom irons on the 
lower yards of this ship (although braced sharp up to avoid it) hooked part of her rigging, to extricate 
which I was obliged to order some of her ropes to be cut, the pilot reporting that as the wind blew 
strong and broad on the bow, if the Eden brought up there was not room to let go an anchor, and that 
she would go on shore. When weighing anchor, I hailed the Hiram myself, and told the person in charge 
of her that a few fathoms of her warp would be sufficient to slack, but even this he refused to do, and 
that in a most violent manner. The consequence of the Eden getting foul of the Hiram was, the cutting 
of her topmast backstays, and a topsail lift; and on the master, some days after, coming on board, and 
representing the damage the brig had sustained in her rigging, and expressing his regret at the obsti- 
nacy of his mate, and also having written me a letter to the same effect, (copy of which I enclose here- 
with, as also a copy of my answer to it) I ordered such a quantity of rope to be given him as I thought 
necessary to replace those cut away, which was about fourteen fathoms, not wishing the owners to 
sustain injury from the misconduct of the mate of the Hiram. The United States schooner Grampus, 
Lieutenant Gregory, arrived at Havana on the evening of the 27th, and on the following night, between 
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the hours of nine and ten, the first lientenant of his Majesty’s ship under my command, brought a letter 
into my cabin, which he had received from the lieutenant commanding the Grampus, (a copy of which I 
herewith enclose) and which was brought on board the Eden by the second lieutenant of the same vessel. 
1 immediately sent for the lieutenant, and asked him if Lieutenant Gregory had ordered him on board 
with it, to which he answered in the affirmative. I then remarked that I was sorry he should have 
written so extraordinary a letter to my first lieutenant, and that he should cither have come himself, or 
have written to me to ascertain if the statement of the master of the brig was correct, but which I 
thought it impossible for him to believe. I then stated the conduct of the person in charge of the brig, 
and asked him how he would have acted under similar circumstances; he replied that he should have 
acted exactly the same I then told him I thought Mr. Gregory’s letter of such an extraordinary nature 
that I should merely enclose it to Commodore Porter. He then left my cabin and went below with the 
officers, to whom he expressed the same opinion, and that I had acted perfectly right, and with great 
forbearance. He then left the ship, and I neither saw or heard more from the Grampus on the subject. 

On the 5th July I wrote to Commodore Porter, and enclosed copies of the letters from Lieutenant 
Gregory and the master of the Hiram, with my answer, (copies of which I enclose herewith. ) 

I beg to observe that, if the copy of my answer to the master of the brig was dated the 3d of July, 
as stated by Commodore Porter, it must have been a mistake of my clerk, and ought to have been the 
4th. The two bottles of wine which I gave the master was an act of charity, as he was suffering much 
from a complaint that required port wine, and which he had not been able to procure at the Havana. 

In the above statement I hope I have done away with any unfavorable impression which might have 
been made by false representations and ungenerous insinuations; for surely it never could be supposed 
that an officer of my rank could so far forget his duty as to wantonly order the ropes of a defenceless 
merchant vessel to be cut away (to whatever nation she might belong), unless it was to ensure the safety 
of one of His Majesty’s ships, and more particularly one having so large a quantity of specie on board 
as was the case in this instance. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &c., &c., 


(Signed) JOHN LAWRENCE. 





Captain Allen, master of the American brig Hiram, to Captain Lawrence of his B. Ms ship Eden. 


Havana, July 4, 1823. 

Sir: In my two several interviews with you, I am perfectly well convinced that the damage done 
my vessel was owing to an unavoidable accident, and not to any wantonness or outrage on your part, 
but in some measure to the remissness of my chief officer; and inasmuch as the offer you make me, of 
replacing the rigging cut, is not a measure that I have any right peremptorily to insist upon, it becomes 
my duty to-acknowledge the procedure as a voluntary courtesy on your part, and at the same time to 
avow myself perfectly satisfied therewith; inasmuch as it is one of the numerous instances of the good 
treatment I have always been in the habit of receiving in my intercourse with his Majesty’s officers. 

With sentiments of respect, I am, &c., 
SYLVESTER ALLEN, Master of the American Brig Hiram. 


Captain Lawrence to Mr. Allen of the brig Hiram. 


His Masesty’s Sup Epey, Havana, July 4, 1823. 
Sir: I have just received yours of this day’s date, wherein you appear to be convinced that the cause 
of the brig’s rigging being cut was owing to the obstinacy of your chief officer, not slacking the small 
warp when repeatedly requested to do so; therefore, under these circumstances, I do not hesitate a 
moment in sending you rope to replace the injury done to your rigging, and I also send you two bottles 
of old port wine, and which, as you are going to take medicinally, I hope will have the desired effect. 
I am, &c., &c., &e., 
JOHN LAWRENCE: 
Mr. Auten, Brig Hiram. 











Lieutenant Gregory to the first lieutenant of the British ship-of-war Eden. 


Unirep States Scnooner Grampvs, Havana, June 28, 1823. 

Sir: The captain of the American brig Hiram having informed me that he has been most wantonly 
abused by you, and the rigging of the vessel cut and injured, when there was no necessity for either, it 
becomes my duty, as his brother citizen, to resent this outrage. Such acts of wantonness, I can aver, 
are not the character of British officers; and therefore I mean not to insult them en gros, because you 
have so far forgotten the duty you owe them. We (the American officers and citizens) entertain no fear 
of you; we wish to, and will respect you, so far as your deportment deserves it, and no further. 

Ignorance and despotism go hand in hand. Duty compels me to leave this port at ten to-morrow 
morning, until which time you can consider (if necessary) what belongs to an honorable man. 

I am, &c., 
F. H. GREGORY, U. S. Navy. 
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John Lawrence, Esq., to Commodore Porter. 


His Masesty’s Sure Epen, Havana, July 5, 1823. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a copy of a letter, from the commander of the United States 
schooner Grampus to the first licutenant of his Majesty’s ship under my command, which letter was 
brought on board by a lieutenant, between the hours of nine and ten P. M. 

I will not comment on this extraordinary letter, more than its effects might have a tendency to 
destroy that harmony which, thank God, exists between the officers of the two nations, but leave it to 
your good judgment to take such steps as you may judge expedient. 

Wishing you much health and happiness, I have the honor to be, &c., 


JOHN LAWRENCE. 


N. B.—I also enclose you the copy of a letter from the master of the brig Hiram, with a copy of my 
answer thereto. 





Commodore Porter to John Lawrence, Esq. 


Unirep Srates Gatiiot Sea Guu, Allenton, Thompson’s Island, July 25, 1823. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, by H. B. M. brig 
Bustard, enclosing a copy of a letter from Licut. Commandant Gregory, of the U. 5. schooner Grampus, to 
the first lieutenant of H. B. M. ship Eden, respecting the cutting of the rigging of the American merchant 
brig Hiram, and the abuse of the captain by that officer, written in consequeuce of a complaint made by 
the American captain, and expressing the sentiments of Lieut. Gregory of the conduct of the first lieuten- 
ant of the Eden, which, if the representations made were correct, was, to say the least of it, wanton and 
unjustifiable. 

I have also received, under the same envelope with those letters, copy of a letter from Capt. Sylvester 
Allen, master of the American brig Hiram, to you, written after his second interview with you on the 
subject, and dated on the 4th of July, expressing his conviction that the damage done his vessel was 
owing to unavoidable accident, and not to any wantonness or outrage on your part, but in some measure 
to the remissness of his chief officer, acknowledging an offer from you of replacing the rigging cut, as a 
voluntary courtesy on your part, and at the same time avowing his perfect satisfaction, as it is one of the 
numerous instances he has always been in the habit of receiving in his intercourse with his Majesty’s 
officers. To this is added what purports to be your answer to Capt. Allen, dated the 3d of July, wherein 
you acknowledge the receipt of his letter, in which you say he states his conviction that the cause of the 
brig’s rigging being cut was owing to the obstinacy of his chief officer not slacking the small warp when 
repéatedly requested to do so; therefore, under these circumstances, you do not hesitate a moment in 
sending the rope to replace the injury done to the rigging, and also two more bottles of old port wine, 
XC., &e. 

It appears satisfactorily from the foregoing that an American brig, while in the Spanish port of Havana, 
had her rigging cut by the order of an officer of H. B. M. ship Eden; that the captain of the brig com- 
plained to the commander of the only American vesscl-of-war in port, who, in the moment of exasperation, 
and under the feelings of indignation that would very naturally be produced by such unwarrantable con- 
duct, and not wishing to make a public affair of a thing which he supposed an individual alone responsi- 
ble for, did address a letter to an offieer of his own rank, and the one whom he considered answerable for 
the outrage, which was evidently intended to excite him to a personal rencontre. This he thought (as 
he was on the point of sailing) would be a shorter road to the obtaining of satisfaction than an applica- 
tion to the authorities of the port, who had been disregarded by the British officer, or the commander of 
the British forces in these seas, whose distance precluded the possibility of his rendering immediate 
redress. 

In the conduct of Lieut. Gregory in addressing the letter to the first Heutenant of the Eden, which is 
made the subject of complaint, I can see nothing that requires an official interference on my part; there 
is no insult offered or intended to the British officers or to the British flag, but, to the contrary, expressly 
disavowed. 

I view it, therefore, as a personal affair between Licut. Gregory and the first lieutenant of the Eden, 
which, as every man must be left to judge for himself in these matters, they must of course settle in the 
way that best suits theirown feelings ; and whatever way it may be settled, I cannot apprehend that it 
can be productive of any ill-will between the American and British naval officers in those seas, at least it 
is my sincere wish that it may net; and I shall use every precaution in my power to prevent it. 

I cannot but regret that Lieut. Gregory permitted his feelings to master him so far as to induce him 
to write the letter of which you complain; but let us change places for an instant, and suppose the 
American brig to have been an English vessel, the officers of the Grampus to have been the offenders, 
and an appeal had been made by the injured party to the commander of the Eden, the only British vessel 
in the neutral port of Havana, would you not, Jet me ask, make use of the readiest means of punishing 
the aggressor? Lieut. Gregory has done no more. 

lam gratified to perceive, by the correspondence, that justice has been done to those who have been 
injured, to wit, the owners of the American vessel, who were certainly no party in the offensive conduct 
of the mate, and therefore ought not to have been made to suffer by the destruction of their property; it 
would have been more gracious, however, if this had not been done in consideration of the acknowledg- 
ments contained in the American captain’s letter of the 4th of July, six days after the outrage, and after 
having had two interviews with you, and to which yours dated the 3d of the same month is given as 
reply. 
As justice, however, has been done, and as the American captain has expressed his satisfaction at 
your proceedings, it does away the necessity of any complaint on my part to the local authorities whose 
rights you had violated, or to your commanding ofticer; which would certainly have been made, howev.r 
painful it might have been to me, but for this (though tardy) adjustment. 
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I cannot but observe, from the confusion of dates, the circumstances under which the acknowledg- 
ments were obtained from the American captain, the day on which this letter is dated, (the day of our 
national anniversary,) and certain characteristic expressions in his letter, that there is room for suspi- 
cion that the letter was not written by him, and that some management was used in obtaining his signa- 
ture. That the rigging of his vessel was cut by your crew, and that he did complain of the outrage, is 
certain. If it was right and proper in you to use this violence, there was no necessity in making atone- 
ment for it; and if, actuated by a sense of the wrong you had done, you thought proper to make good the 
damage, you ought not to complain of Lieut. Gregory for making you sensible of it, and least of all should 
you, to cover your own injustice, have taken advantage of the American captain’s distress or weakness to 
obtain from him acknowledgments calculated to disgrace himself and throw censure on others. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to state that I have received no official communication from Lieut. Gregory 
on the subject, and that my opinion on the merits of the case is founded from facts contained in your own 
communications. 

I have the honor, &c., 
(Signed ) D. PORTER, 
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 


Commodore Owen to Commodore Porter. 


If. B. M. Sure Lancaster, Port Royal Harbor, Jamaica, September 28, 1823. 

Sir: Captain Lawrence, of I. B. M. ship Eden, being absent when the Scout arrived, your letter for 
him, bearing date July 25, has been delivered to me. 

With respect to the affair of the American merchant brig, the Hiram, I can give no opinion, as 
Captain Lawrence has reprehensibly neglected to report to me upon it. It is, however, impossible to 
conceive that any officer could commit an act of wanton, violent, and unprovoked aggression on an unof- 
fending merchant vessel; and I trust it will appear that nothing has arisen in this case to bear out such 
an accusation. 

If Captain Lawrence has, by intemperance, exposed himself to the rebuke and the insinuations con- 
veyed by your letter, whatever may have been the provocation, it is right that he should give an expla- 
nation of his conduct to that department of the government of H. B. Majesty by whose authority he acts. 
I shall call upon him so to do, and trust he will most fully justify it. 

I refer with much regret to the remainder of your letter. 

While an officer of your high rank and consideration in the service of your country, condescends to 
justify the course which, I learn from your letter, was adopted by the commander of the schooner of the 
United States, the Grampus, not only as applying to a particular case, but as a general measure, it will 
be in vain that you profess the wish it may not be productive of ill-will between the officers whom we 
respectively command. 

The personal rencontres of hot-headed individuals are seldom the result of reason, nor do they 
assure at all times the punishment of the aggressor; certainly a reference to that decision, in such 
difference of feeling as may arise out of the discharge of public duty, can add nothing to the cordiality 
and confidence of the two services, nor will it conciliate that general good-will which, I had hoped, was 
making rapid progress, and which I had flattered myself there was, between us, a sincere and mutual 
disposition to improve. On my part, that disposition yet remains, and trusting it will still be met by 
corresponding sentiments, 

I have the honor, &c., 
(Signed ) bE. W.C. R. OWEN, 

Commodore, commanding-in-chief the Squadron of H. B. M’s. Ships and Vessels in the West Indies. 


The Secretary of State to Mr. Addington. 


Department or State, Washington, May 10, 1824, 

Sir: In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 4th inst., enclosing copies of a correspondence 
relating to a transaction in the harbor of the Havana, in the month of June last, I am directed by the 
President of the United States to request you would assure your government of the regret and concern 
with which he has learned that anything should have occurred having a tendency to irritation or estrange- 
ment between officers in the service of our respective countries, and inform them that he has directed 
immediate inquiry to be made with regard to the facts in the case, and to the motives of the officers of 
the United States for the proceedings which form the subject of complaint against them. Of the result 
of this inquiry, your government will, as speedily as shall be practicable, be informed. 

I pray you, sir, to accept the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 





Navy Department, May 31, 1824. 

Sir: I enclose to you copy of letters, purporting to have been occasioned by a transaction in the har- 
bor of Havana, in the month of June last. They have been communicated by the chargé d’affaires of 
Great Britain, under instructions from his government “to call the attention of our government to the 
conduct pursued by Lieutenant Francis H. Gregory, in making a complaint of a public nature an excuse 
for an attempt to provoke a personal quarrel with a British officer;” and to express regret that you should 
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have been induced to sanction a proceeding of so intemperate a character as that pursued by Lieutenant 
Gregory. 

The President has directed me to communicate these papers to you, and to call on you for an early 
explanation of the motives which influenced you in the course which you pursued. I have, by his direc- 
tion, also called for an explanation from Lieutenant Gregory. It is at all times desirable, and never more 
so than at present, that the most amicable feelings should be cultivated between our officers and those of 
other nations; and it is a cause of deep regret that anything should occur having a tendency to irrita- 
tion and estrangement between them. 

I cannot express to you in terms too strong, the necessity of pursuing the objects of your cruise, and 
with a strict regard to them only. Should you meet the squadrons or ships of other powers, it is the 
desire of the President that, claiming what is due to ourselves, you manifest a proper respect for their 
flags; and, should they be employed in similar service, that you extend towards them a very conciliatory 
disposition, and a sincere desire to harmonize. It is of the highest importance to preserve peace with 
foreign powers, and, with that view, that no irritating circumstance should occur between our public 
ships and those of any power. The conduct of our naval commanders is watched by every nation; and 
our fellow-citizens look to our navy as the means of supporting our rights against encroachments and 
injuries from other powers, after the constituted authorities have pronounced that such have been com- 
mitted. They would lose their confidence in and respect for the navy, if it should, in any mode, provoke 
such injuries, or be instrumental in producing war. I do not urge the strict observance of this conduct 
in you, from the apprehension that there is any danger that you will depart from it. It is a course of policy 
which the President thinks of the highest importance to the best interests of the nation, as well as of 
the navy, and he has enjoined it on me to make a like communication to all our naval commanders, what- 
ever their grade or force may be, or wherever employed. 

To the injunctions heretofore given respecting the transportation of specie, the most strict attention 
will also be paid. A suspicion that our naval commanders, who have heretofore given such proof of their 
patriotism and high sense of honor, had lost any portion of those manly sentiments, would sink them in 
the estimation of their country. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) SAM’L L. SOUTHARD. 


Captain Davin Porter, communding U.S. Squadron in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 





Navy Department, May 24, 1824. 


Sir: I enclose to you a copy of a letter purporting to have been written by you on the 28th of June, 
1823, to the first lieutenant of the British ship-of-war Eden, at Havana, with the cerrespondence to which 
it gave rise. They have been communicated by the chargé d’affaires of Great Britain, under instruc- 
tions from his government to call the attention of our government to the conduct pursued by you, in 
making a complaint of a public nature an excuse for attempting to provoke a personal quarrel with a 
British officer. 

The President of the United States has directed me to call on you for an early explanation of your 
letter, and the circumstances and motives which occasioned it. 

It is at all times cause of regret and concern that anything should occur having a tendency to irri- 
tation and estrangement between officers in the service of the two countries, and it is hoped that such an 
explanation will be given as may be satisfactory to the government, and consistent with the high char- 
acter you have heretofore sustained in the public service. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed) SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Francis H. Grecory, Esq., Lieutenant U. S. Navy, New York. 





New York, June 10, 1824. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter, and the accompanying documents, relative to the 
differences which occurred between an English naval officer and myself at Havana, in June, 1823. 

My letter, addressed to the first lieutenant of the English sloop-of-war Eden, bears its explanation 
in the first paragraph; it was intended promptly to resent an insult and. outrage offered an American 
citizen, who had no means of redressing his wrongs but through my intervention, and whose call for 
satisfaction had previously been contemptuously disregarded. I had then as little disposition to provoke 
a personal quarrel with a British officer as I had fears of the consequences, when insulting aggressions 
on his part rendered it not only necessary, but absolutely unavoidable, as I conceived was the case in the 
instance wherein I am accused. The circumstances which induced me to address the first lieutenant of 
the Eden were briefly as follows: Shortly after my arrival at Havana, on the 27th June, 1823, Captain 
Sylvester Allen, of the American merchant brig Hiram, came on board the Grampus for the purpose, and 
complained that the Eden had warped foul of his vessel, on her way up the harbor, either by design or 
mismanagement; and without the teast forbearance, or using any cndeavors to clear her without damage, 
and although there was no necessity from the apprehension of any accident befalling the ship, they imme- 
diately and most wantonly cut all the Hiram’s rigging within their reach; that to their respectful 
entreaties to desist they were answered with abusive and insulting language; and that no redress could 
be obtained for the injuries and insults thus put upon him. While deliberating upon the course most 
proper to be pursued upon this information, Captain Winder, of the English brig Cherub, a very respect- 
able man, and well acquainted with me, came on board the Grampus and voluntarily corroborated Capt. 
Allen’s statement, expressed his regret at the wantonness of the Eden’s officers, and said that he had 
been on board the Hiram and surveyed the damages done her, and given it as his opinion that satisfaction 
was due for the outrages which had been committed, he having witnessed the transaction. Believing 
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then, as I now do, that Capt. Lawrence had refused to do justice upon the application of Capt. Allen, and 
considering it an outrage which ought to be instantly noticed to prevent a recurrence of such treatment 
to our merchantmen, who are always looking to us and expect protection, and intending to leave the port 
in a few hours, I had no time for negotiation, nor the least prospect of obtaining satisfaction by pacific 
measures, I conceived it most proper, under all circumstances, to express myself in the manner my note 
exhibits, and I addressed it to the first lieutenant of the Eden, because, as a gentleman, he ought to have 
held himself responsible to Capt. Allen for his abusive language, and because I was upon a level with 
him, an honor Capt. Allen was not permitted to enjoy. 

I enclose you a certificate of Lieutenant Ray, who carried my note, by which you will be informed of 
the truth of that part of the transaction. On Lieutenant Ray’s return, with the assurances of Captain 
Lawrence that the damage done to the Hiram should be immediately repaired, I informed Captain Allen 
thereof, and gave myself no further concern about the matter, excepting merely to satisfy myself that 
Captain Lawrence had promptly and faithfully performed his promise. The damages were repaired 
between the date of my note and the 2d of July, of which I had information previous to my departure 
from the port on that day. On the 3d of July I arrived at Thompson’s Island. After all this the corres- 
pondence between Captain Allen and Captain Lawrence takes place under date the 4th, and is of a char- 
acter unworthy of any honorable man. IT was informed of Captain Lawrence’s extraordinary attention 
to Captain Allen, and though I suspected his intentions, [ took uo measures to counteract them, not 
believing Captain Allen would act so basely as he has been instigated to do, Commodore Porter’s 
remarks upon those letters are fully warranted by the circumstances under which they were written and 
presented to him, and I entirely accord in‘opinion with him, and also do not conceive it necessary for me 
to notice them further than to remark my belief that such a display of ingenuity must be at the expense 
of some one’s integrity, and that I am not one of those who consider Captain Lawrence’s rank as a posi- 
tive assurance that he could not have been guilty of any aggression or maleconduct in this affair, [ 
trust, sir, that you will perceive there was a necessity for my interference in this case, and that you will 
acquit me of having any designs to interrupt the friendly intercourse with foreign officers, which it is the 
wish of the government, and the interest of the navy officers particularly, to preserve. 

I have never been engaged in a personal contest with any one, and hope that I may never be com- 
pelled to make so painful a sacrifice of principles long cherished, by any circumstances that may here- 
after transpire in the course of my life. I shal! always be found obedient to the orders of my superiors; 
but I cannot promise ever gracefully to submit to insults cither to myself or countrymen. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS HW. GREGORY, Lieut. U.S. Navy. 

Hon. Saves L, Soutnarp, Secretary of the Navy 


I, James W. I. Ray, a lieutenant of the United States navy, do hereby certify that while attached to 
the United States schooner Grampus, commanded by Lieut. Francis H. Gregory, and lying at anchor in the 
harbor of Havana, on the 28th June, 1823, Captain Sylvester Allen, of the American merchant brig 
Hiram, came to the Grampus, and, after inquiring for Lieutenant Gregory, stated that the English sloop- 
of-war Eden, in warping up the harbor the evening previous, had run foul of his vessel, and without 
having any provocation, or there being any necessity for doing so, wantonly cut and damaged the rigging 
of his vessel. and otherwise abused them, for which no satisfaction whatever could be obtained. This 
complaint, made alongside, before most of the officers of the Grampus, was properly reported by me to 
Lieutenant Gregory immediately afterwards. Early in the evening of the 28th June I was directed by 
Licutenant Gregory to carry a sealed note to the first Heutenant of the Eden, which I delivered to him on 
the quarter-deck of that ship. He immediately went below and read the note by the sentinal’s light, at 
the cabin door. After having perused it he went into the captain’s cabin, while I, at the special invitation 
of some of the officers of the ship, went into the ward-room. After remaining there some little time I 
repaired to the cabin, at the captain’s request. On my entrance he immediately adverted to the note I 
had delivered to his first lieutenant, which he then had before him, and detailed to me the circumstances 
of his differences with Captain Allen, in his own way, very differently from the statement given by Capt. 
Allen, to which I replied, in mere civility, that 7/ his stat ment was true the course he had pursued was 
justifiable. But I am free to say, as it differed so much from Captain Allen’s account of the matter, and 
was totally at variance with other proofs which had come within our knowledge, that 1 could not give 
full faith to his relation of the circumstances. As to my expressing myself to the officers of the Eden in 
the manner Captain Lawrence has stated, I] positively deny it; the more so as from my knowledge of the 
circumstances, I thonght Lieutenant Gregory acted very properly in resenting the outrageous conduct 
of the Eden’s officers towards one of our countrymen. Captain Lawrence, after commenting upon Lieu- 
tenant Gregory’s note, and the circumstances of the case, and frequent] reyverting to his ship’s being a 
man-of-war, and having then on board @ very large quantity of specie, finally expressed his regret that any 
difficulty should have arisen; that he would immediately repair the damage done the Hiram, and intended 
to make the letter written by Lieutenant Gregory the subject of an official complaint to Commodore Por- 
I then left him and returned with his message immediately on board the Grampus, and communicated 


ter. 
I did not, as Captain Lawrence has stated, go down amongst his officers after 


it to Lieutenant Gregory. 
my interview with him in the cabin of his ship. 

"We left Havana on the 2d July, for Thompson’s Island, and [ heard nothing more of these matters 
until Lieutenant Gregory laid before me several papers on the subject, recently transmitted to him by the 
honorable Secretary of the Navy. On perusing them I could not but remark that the letter purporting 
to have been written by Captain Allen to Captain Lawrence fully warrants the suspicions expressed by 
Commodore Porter respecting it. Ihave no doubt of its having been dictated by some person, as I am 
persuaded, from what I observed of Captain Allen, that it is not his language which it bears, Captain 
Lawrence’s charitable care towards Captain Allen, after the receipt of Lieutenant Gregory’s note, and 
his generous condescension in inviting him to his table, laid him under obligations which certainly called 
for some expression of his gratitude, though they by no means required so great a sacrifice of his honor. 

(Signed ) J. W. UL RAY, Lieutenant U.S. Navy. 


New York, June 6, 1824. 
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Wasuineton, June 26, 1824. 

Sir: I have this day received your communication of the 31st May, enclosing certain papers respect- 
ing an altcrcation between Licutenant Gregory and Captain Lawrence, of the British navy, and am some- 
what surprised to find myself charged with having sanctioned Lieutenant Gregory’s conduct on that 
oceasion, when, so far from having given my sanction to it, I disapproved of it, and so expressed myself 
to Lieutenant Gregory, It is certain, however, that I did not, and could not, approve the shameful, wan- 
ton and disgraceful conduct of Captain Lawrence, to whom, he having appealed to me, it became my duty 
to make known my sentiments on the subject, which are contained in my letter to him of the 25th July, 
1823, and which now continue the same as they were when that letter was written. Commodore Owen 
has pledged himself, by his letter to me of the 28th September, to investigate the conduct of Captain 
Lawrence; and it was his duty to have done su and ascertained the result before any charge was brought 
against Lieutenant Gregory or myself. ‘ 

I am aware of the propriety, and believe it always necessary to preserve a good understanding with 
all foreign officers, and I have uniformly manifested a disposition to harmonize with them since I have held 
my present command, as has been made manifest on every occasion when I have come in contact with them, 
and as has been expressed not only in their letters to me, but in the orders of the board of admiralty, recently 
published by Commodore Owen. The harmony which has existed between mysclf, the officers under my 
command, and the officers of the British navy, in our frequent intercourse with them, has been the source 
of great pleasure to ourselves and some surprise to others, and whatever other charge may be brought 
against us, the charge from them of a disposition, on our part, to encourage bad feelings, is groundless, as 
you will perceive by the enclosed copy of a letter to Commodore Owen, 

As regards the transportation of specie, I shall be governed, myself, and cause others under my com- 
mand to be governed, by the orders of the Department, from which there will not be the slightest deviation, 
whatever they may be. I know not the causes which gave rise to your injunction on this head, but it is 
a source of great satisfaction to me that my conduct is made an exception from the general apprehension; 
and I shall esteem it a particular favor, if, hereafter, any suspicions should be entertained of my having 
“Jost any portion of those manly sentiments” adverted to, that I may be early apprised thereof, in order 
that I may mect them promptly. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Honorable Saw. L. Sournarp. 


Wasnineton, November 22, 1823. 

Sir: Ihave the honor toacknowledge the receipt of your several communications of the 28th of July and 
23d and 28th of September. The cordiality which prevailed between the forces under the direction of 
Captain McLean and those under Lieutenant Watson gave me sincere pleasure, and 1 was prepared by 
the report of Lieutenant Watson to esteem your officer before I had, by a personal acquaintance, become 
better acquainted with his character. The small services I was enabled to render Captain McLean, his 
officers and crew, have been too highly estimated by him. I did no more than humanity called for, and 
no more than might have been expected in one of your ports, had any of our vessels been similarly 
afflicted. 

The expression of the sentiments contained in your letter is highly gratifying to me, and I beg you 
to be assured that it will at all times afford me the utmost pleasure to have it in my power to extend to 
any of his Britannic Majesty’s officers every hospitality that our small establishment will afford. 

With regard to the complaint of Captain Lawrence and his aggression, as commented on in my letter 
to him, I can only regret that you have so hastily expressed your opinion as to the impossibility of such 
conduct on his part, because I feel a conviction in my own mind that you will, on investigation, be satis- 
fied that I have said nothing to him which his conduct did not justify; that he did ‘commit an act of wan- 
ton, violent and unprovoked aggression on an unoffending merchant vessel,” and that, too, in a Spanish 
port, and in disregard of the proper authorities. 

You misunderstand me, sir, when you suppose me to be an advocate of duelling, and you do not pro- 
perly appreciate my feelings when you doubt the sincerity of my assurances. I have felt every desire to 
preserve harmony between those under my command and all foreign officers, and I hope the uniformity of 
my conduct has proved it; but if it is believed that I will permit violence to be offered by any one to the 
persons and property of my fellow-citizens, or an insult to our flag, with impunity, too much is expected 
of me. 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of respect, your very obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER, 
Commanding U 8S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 
Commodore E. W. R. C. Owen, Commanding-in-chief the 
Squadron of his Britannic Majesty’s Ships and Vessels in the West Indies. 





Oax Hirt, August 9, 1824. 


Sir: I send you a letter addressed to the Secretary of the Navy, of which I wish you to communicate 
a copy to Commodore Porter for Lieutenant Gregory, and one to Mr, Adams, 
I address it to the Secretary, that you may communicate in the manner stated. 


With great respect, your obedient servant, ’ 

(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 
Inform Mr. Adams, that I shall answer his by next mail. Return me a copy of the letter enclosed. 
To the Cuter CierK of the Navy Department. 
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Navy Department, August 12, 1824. 
Sir: I have been instructed by the President of the United States to transmit to you the enclosed 
copy of a letter addressed by him to the Secretary of the Navy, and have the honor to request that you 
will communicate the same to Lieutenant F. H. Gregory. 
I am, very, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES HAY. 
Capt. Davin Porrer, U. S. West India Squadron, &e. Present. 


o 





Oax It, August —, 1824. 

Sir: I received from the Department, by the last mail, a copy of the letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy to Commodore Porter, of the 31st of May last, relating to the transaction which occurred in the 
port of Havana, between Lieut. Gregory and the commander of the British sloop-of-war Eden, I had 
before received a copy of the commodore’s letter to the Secretary, of the 26th of June, in reply to that 
to him, with a copy of his letter to Commodore Owen, of the 22d of November, and of Lieut. Gregory’s 
to the Secretary, of the 10th of June, in reply to one to him, and of a report of Lieut. Ray to Commodore 
Porter, on the same subject. 

It-appears by these documents that the incident occurred in the port of Havana, and that Lieutenant 
Gregory interfered, at the instance of Captain Allen, whose brig, the Hiram, a merchant vessel, had been 
injured by the British sloop-of-war Eden, and whose commander, Capt. Lawrence, had refused to make 
to the injured party, on his own application, a just reparation. Of the nature of the interference no pre- 
cise information is given, except what is contained in the report of Lieut. Ray, and Lieut. Gregory’s let- 
ter to the Secretary, above noticed. Lieut. Ray states that he carried and delivered a sealed letter to 
the first lieutenant of the Eden from Lieut. Gregory, which, from the other passages contained in the 
report, I infer to have been one which made the affair between the captain of the Hiram and the British 
officer personal; Lieut. Gregory resenting the injuries done to the Hiram, and insults offered to Captain 
Allen, as if rendered to his own ship and to himself. 

This interference is supported by Lieut. Gregory’s letter to the Secretary, in which he states that he 
had no prospect of obtaining the satisfaction which had been refused to Capt. Allen by pacific measures; 
aud also by other passages, and indeed by the tone of the whole letter. 

Any interference of Lieut. Gregory, or by any commander of one of our public ships, would, it is 
presumed, be considered by the commander of the British ship, in such a case, as official; and that it was 
so intended by Lieut. Gregory, is to be inferred from his letter. He speaks of the protection claimed by 
the commanders of our merchant vessels from our ships-of-war, and due to them, and that this was an 
instance which required prompt attention. It was as commander of the Grampus that application was 
made to him by Captain Allen, and it was in that character that he addressed his letter to Captain Law- 
rence. Had he not been the commander he would not have been there. He could write the letter, there- 
fore, in no other character. 

In time of peace, expeditions are equipped for special purposes. 

The orders given to their commanders are precise, and intended to preserve peace with the belliger- 
ents, on just principles; with other friendly powers they bear no relation. In this instance the great 
object was the suppression of piracy, which had in view a lawless banditti only. Great care has been 
observed, in the instructions given to Commodore Porter, to guard, in the execution of his orders, against 
any collision between him and those under his command, and either of the belligerents, Spain or the new 
governments. The possibility of such an occurrence with any other friendly power was not even antici- 
pated. 
It was concluded that our officers, well acquainted with this duty, would follow strictly their instruc- 
tions, and not go in any instance beyond them. In every view, therefore, which I have taken of the sub- 
ject, I have considered the interference of Lieut. Gregory improper. The incident occurring in the port 
of Havana, he had, on no principle whatever, any right to interfere with any power in his character as 
commander of a public ship. The government of the island had jurisdiction of the case. To the gover- 
nor complaint of the injury ought to have been made by the consul, whose duty it was, had redress not 
been obtained of him, to have reported the whole transaction to his own government, that it might be 
sought by it through the proper channel of the British government. Had Lieut. Gregory, in a mild and 
friendly way, disclaiming all official pretension or right to act as naval commander, endeavored to recon- 
cile the parties, and to obtain justice for his injured fellow-citizen, there could have been no objection to 
it. There would, in that case, have been no compromitment of his government and country. The prin- 
ciple on which Lieut. Gregory interposed has no limitation. If the commander of a public ship can inter- 
fere in such a case, or in any case to which his orders do not extend, on the general principle of protect- 
ing our commerce according to his own discretion, the most pernicious consequences will necessarily 
follow from it. The right of peace and war may be taken from his government into his own hands. In 
expressing thus decidedly my disapprobation of Lieut Gregory’s conduct, Ido not mean to impute any 
improper motive for it. I think thaf he acted from patriotic motives, though, undoubtedly, they were mis 
conceived and misapplied in the instance under consideration. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 
To the Secretary of the Navy. 


DeparTMENT oF Strate, Washington, August 31, 1824. 
Sir: Your letter of the 4th of May last, with its enclosures, have been laid before the President of 
the United States, by whose direction I have the honor of assuring you of the great concern with which 
he has learnt the occurrence of circumstances tending in any manner to interrupt the good understanding, 
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or impair the harmony which it has been, and continues, his earnest desire to see prevailing between the 
oflicers of the United States and those of your country, who, in the course of their respective services, 
may be brought into personal relations with each other. 

He concurs entirely in that sentiment of disapprobation, which has been on this occasion expressed 
by your goverument, and to which your note has invited particular attention, upon the ill example of 
making a transaction of a public nature the ground of a provocation to personal conflect in private war. 

Of this sentiment of the President, Commodore Porter and Lieut. Gregory have both been apprised. 
It is in strict conformity with the instructions to all the naval officers of the United States, and it is 
hoped will serve as a guide to them in all their public relations with the officers of your country hereafter. 

With regard to the facts in which the controversy to which your letter refers originated, an aspect 
somewhat different from that exhibited in the papers which you enclosed has been presented by the com- 
munications received from Commodore Porter and Lieutenant Gregory. But as the differences are not 
deemed absolutely necessary to the single principle upon which the animadversion of both governments 
has been called forth, it is believed to comport with the views ,of both to leave them without further 
investigation. 

I pray you, sir, to accept the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Henry U. Appineron, Esq., Chargé d’ Affaires from Great Britain. 





U.S. Sure Peacocx, Hampton Roads, February 13, 1823. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I am now anchored in these roads with the whole squadron, 
with the exception of the barges, which will be ready to leave Norfolk in the course of two days, and 
will proceed direct to Thompson’s Island. My course with the squadron will be circuitous, and will be 
regulated by your instructions of the 4th instant. 

Accompanying this is a list of the officers under my command, with the names of the ships to which 
they belong. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Suita Tuowpson, Secretary of the Navy, Washington City. 





A return of the officers attached to the expedition, under Commodore D. Porter, for the suppression of piracy. 


David Porter, commander of the squadron. 

Lieutenant Commander John M. Maury, acting as captain to the squadron. 
David P. Adams, chaplain. 

Peter Wilson, secretary to Commodore Porter. 

James G. Boughan, signal officer. 

Thomas Barron, clerk. 


UNITED STATES SHIP PEACOCK. 








Stephen Cassin, Esq., commander. John A, Carr, midshipman. 
Joseph Cassin, lieutenant. Wm. Rittenhouse, midshipman. 
Eli A. F. Vallette, lieutenant. | John E. Bispham, midshipman. 
Thomas Crabb, lieutenant. P. A. Stockton, midshipman. 
Corn’s K. Stribling, lieutenant. R. M. Benbridge, midshipman. 
Joseph Williston, sailingmaster. Miles King, jr., midshipman. 
John De Bree, purser. Kinsey Johns, midshipman. 
Wm. D. Babbit, surgeon’s mate. James Thayer, boatswain. 
John G. Rodgers, midshipman. Walter Cochran, gunner. 
Francis Stone, midshipman. Thomas Armstrong, carpenter. 
Robert Steed, midshipman. James Childs, sailmaker. 
(Signed) JOHN DE BREE, Purser. 


Unitep States Sup Peacock, February 13, 1823. 


UNITED STATES SCHOONER GRAYHOUND, 


John Porter, captain. | Benjamin Follet, passed midshipman. 
Sam’l W. Downing, lieutenant. Cadw’r Ringgold, midshipman. 
David G. Farragut, acting lieutenant. | Cha’s. T. Shoemaker, midshipman. 


Wm. Belt, surgeon’s mate. | 


UNITED STATES SCHOONER SHARK. 


Matthew C. Perry, lieutenant, commander. Charles H. Starr, midshipman. 

Wm. T. Temple, lieutenant. Samuel F. Hazard, acting midshipman. 
Wm. F. Shields, lieutenant. Amasa Paine, acting midshipman. 
Cha’s Ellery, acting lieutenant. Alex’r Gibson, acting midshipman. 
Rob’t Cunningham, sailingmaster. Wm. J, Slidell, acting midshipman. 
Juhn B. Timberlake, purser. John M. Breeze, master’s mate. 

John 8S. Wiley, surgeon. Tho’s Norman, captain’s clerk. 
Timothy G. Benham, midshipman. Ja’s B. Wright, boatswain. 

Arthur Lewis, midshipman. John Deacon, carpenter. 
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UNITED 
Wm. H. Watson, lieutenant, commander. 
Hiram Paulding, lieutenant. 
Ralph Voorhees, lieutenant. 
William Inman, lieutenant. 
Tho’s Williamson, hospital surgeon. 
Arthur Bainbridge, acting sailingmaster. 


UNITED STATES 


Tho’s H. Stevens, lieutenant, commander. 
Josiah Tatnall, lieutenant. 

James Goodrum, lieutenant. 

Edmond Byrne, pussed midshipman. 


UNITED STATES SCHOONER 


Wm. H. Cocke, lieutenant, commander. 

Rich’d M. Potter, lieutenant. 

John Kelly, passed midshipman. 

Geo. F. Pearson, passed midshipman. 
UNITED STATES 

Cha’s W. Skinner, lieutenant, commander. 

Fred’k G. Wolbert, lieutenant. 

J. W. Sullivan, passed midshipman. 

Wm. H. Gardner, passed midshipman. 


UNITED STATES 


John T. Newton, lieutenant, commander. 
James E. Legare, lieutenant. 

tob’t Ritchie, passed midshipman. 

Geo. W. Sommerville, passed midshipman. 


UNITED STATES 


Sam’! Henley, lieutenant, commander. 

John T. Ritchie, lieutenant. 

Fred’k Engle, passed midshipman. 

Thomas Dornin, passed midshipman. 
UNITED STATES 

Rob’t M. Rose, lieutenant, commander. 

John A. Wish, lieutenant. 

Ephraim D. Whitlock, lieutenant. 

W. W. McKean, passed midshipman. 


UNITED STATES 


Beverly Kennon, lieutenant, commander, 
Henry Ward, lieutenant. 
F. M. Buchanan, passed midshipman. 


Tho’s M. Newell, lieutenant. 

W. D. Conway, surgeon’s mate. 
Joseph Moorhead, acting sailingmaster 
John H. Smith, acting sailingmaster. 
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STATES GALLIOT SEA GULL. 


| C. H. Van Brunt, surgeon’s mate. 
Andrew A, Harwood, midshipman. 
Sam’l W. Stockton, midshipman. 

| Robert Taylor, midshipman. 

Quinton Ratcliffe, cadet midshipman. 
John Webb, master’s mate. 
SCHOONER JACKAL. 

(| Tho’s J. Harris, midshipman. 

| Win. W. Whetceroft, cadet midshipman. 

| Hamil’ E. V. Robinson, cadet midshipman, 


FOX, 

| Mordecai Morgan, surgeon’s mate. 
Oo ’ oO 

John L. Ball, midshipman. 


John J. Jenkins, cadet midshipman. 
| sam’! B. Cocke, cadet midshipman, 


SCHOONER WILD CAT. 


| Geo. W. Simmes, midshipman. 
| Henry D. Scott, midshipman. 
Geo. B. Wilkinson, cadet nidshipman. 


SCHOONER BEAGLE, 


H Sam’l Marshall, cadet midshipman. 
J. M. Watson, cadet midshipman. 
Neil Howison, cadet midshipman. 


SCHOONER FERRET, 


John Swartwout, midshipman. 
Nath’] W. Duke, midshipman. 
Edward Hoban, cadet midshipman, 


! 
1] 


| 
| 
' 
! 
l 

SCHOONER TERRIER. 

Ebenezer Reyner, midshipman. 

G. C. Ashton, cadet midshipman. 
Wim. B. Everett, cadet midshipman. 


SCHOONER WEASEL. 
| V. M. Randolph, passed midshipman. 
Wm. M. Glendy, midshipman. 
| 


William Green, midshipman. 


BARGES. 


| Wm. P. Pearcy, midshipman. 

| Joseph G. Smith, midshipman. 

i F. L. C. Fatio, midshipman. 

| tob’t W. Alden, acting midshipman. 


DECOY. 


Lawrence Kearney, lieutenant, commander. 
Wim. E. McKenny, lieutenant. 

Ja’s M. MeIntosh, lieutenant. 

Win. T. Rodgers, acting master. 

Francis A. Thornton, purser. 

Richard C. Edgar, surgeon. 

Benj. R. Tinslar, acting surgeon’s mate. 


MARINE 


Alfred Grayson, captain. 
Geo. W. Walker, lieutenant. 


(Signed) 


Stephen M’Cloud, master’s mate. 

LL. M. Powell, midshipman. 
Hampton Westcott, midshipman. 

| }). L. Randolph, midshipman. 

John J. Glasson, acting midshipman. 
| L. Pennington, acting midshipman. 

| 


OFFICERS. 


| 


Stephen W. Rogers, lieutenant 
William A. Bloodgood, lieutenant. 
J. M. MAURY, Captain to the Squadron. 


Unitep States Suip Peacock, Norfolk, February 12, 1823. 
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List of officers who held acting appointments in the West India squadron during the years 1823 and 1824, 
and whose acting appointments were not given by the Department. 


John M. Maury, lieutenant, appointed acting captain. 
Mordecai Morgan, surgeon’s mate, appointed acting surgeon. 
Wm. Belt, surgeon’s mate, appointed acting surgeon. 

Wm. D. Conway, surgeon’s mate, appointed acting surgeon. 
Wm. D. Babbet, surgeon’s mate, appointed acting surgeon. 

K. L. Dubarry, surgeon’s mate, appointed acting surgeon. 

H. W. Bassett, surgeon’s mate, appointed acting surgeon. 

B. Ticknor, surgeon’s mate, appointed acting surgeon. 

John S. Wiley, surgeon’s mate, appointed acting surgeon. 
Samuel Anderson, appointed acting surgeon’s mate. 

Wm. D. Price, appointed acting surgeon’s mate. 

Gregory Weems, appointed acting surgeon’s mate. 

C. H. Van Brunt, appointed acting surgeon’s mate. 

D. G. Farragut, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Charles Ellery, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Henry D. Scott, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Frederick Engle, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
George W. Somerville, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
John Kelly, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

Wm. W. McKean, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Franklin Buchanan, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
George F. Pearson, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Wm. H. Gardner, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Edmund Byrne, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Robert Ritchie, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Benjamin Follet, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
John M. Sullivan, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Levin M. Powell, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Wm. T. Rodgers, midshipinan, appointed acting lieutenant. 

V. M. Randolph, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
James G. Boughan, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Joseph Mcorehead, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Wn. P. Piercy, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
John Rudd, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

Thomas Dornin, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

T. G. Benham, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

Ste. B. Wilson, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

B. 5. Grimke, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

A. B. Pinkham, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Joseph Cutts, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

Jott 5. Paine, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

John A. Carr, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Henry Bruce, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

R. B Cunningham, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
R. 8. Pinckney, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

L. M. Booth, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
Alexander Slidell, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
James K. Vallette, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 
James Glynn, midshipman, appointed acting lieutenant. 

A. Bainbridge, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
John H. Smith, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Wm. M. Rittenhouse, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
John D. Bird, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Peyton T, Henley, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Lewis Seeger, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
L. M. Harby, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Klias ©. Taylor, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
John Manning, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Wm. D. Newman, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Wm. Shaw, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Wm. H. Pennock, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
M.S. Scott, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 

A. F. Porter, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Jas. T. Homans, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
John H. Little, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Joshua H. Justin, midship:nan, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Chas. E. Hawkins, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
William Green, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
Jas. H. Clinton, midshipman, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
James M. Watson, appointed acting midshipman. 

Kinsey Johns, appointed acting midshipman. 

Robert A. Cocke, appointed acting midshipman. 

William Covington, appointed acting midshipman. 

Robert Benbridge, appointed acting midshipman. 

F. G. Beatty, appointed acting midshipman. 
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Ben. L. Slye, appointed acting midshipman. 

A. Aiken, ordinary seaman, appointed acting midshipman. 

Jas. S. Scott, yeoman, appointed acting midshipman. 

William E. Hoxie, master’s mate, appointed acting sailingmaster. 
R. Richardson, master’s mate, appointed acting sailingmaster. 


Navy Department, December 20, 1822. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, I have to observe that I have repeatedly had occa- 
sion to consider and refuse requests similar to yours, and to explain what is the established course of the 
Department with respect to acting appointments. They are authorized only in cases of emergency, and 
cease as soon as the necessity ceases. The rules and regulations of the service are explicit on this sub- 
ject, and I have constantly endeavored to impress upon commanders the necessity of rigidly adhering to 
these rules, and to explain, to the officer receiving the acting appointment, that it would cease as soon as 
the place could be filled by a regularly commissioned or warrant officer. I cannot, therefore, comply with 


your request. 


I am, respectfully, &c., 
(Signed ) SMITH THOMPSON. 


Midshipman V. M. Ranpotrn, U. S. Navy, Norfolk, Va. 





Sea Gui, Port Rodgers, August 1, 1823. 

Sm: Application has been made to me by the American consul, to take one million of dollars from 
La Vera Cruz to Cadiz, in October; and as we have but few opportunities in this way to make a little for 
ourselves, may I ask the indulgence of the Department in this respect? 

If a direct conveyance cannot be granted, can I send the money to the United States? and can a 
transhipment take place from thence to Cadiz? This course will obviate all objections as regards the 
belligerent character of the property, if any exists. 

An answer by the return vessel is desirable. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) 
Hon Secretary of the Navy. 


D. PORTER. 


Wasurtneton Crry, November 3, 1823. 


Sir: There are wanting for the West India station the following officers, to wit: 

One master commandant to command the Hornet. One master commandant to be stationed on 
Thompson’s Island, and to command the barges. One master commandant to do the duty of captain to 
the squadron. One lieutenant. Five passed midshipmen. Four surgeons. Nine surgeons’ mates. 

As the captain to the squadron is at present much wanted to relieve me from the details of duty, 
which dwell heavily on me, may I ask that his orders to report himself to me may be made out as early 
as possible? Master Commandant Finch is the officer I should prefer for this duty, and Master Command- 
ant Wilkinson has volunteered for the other service. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D,. PORTER. 


Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 





U.S. Sure Jonnw Anas, January 6, 1824. 


Sir: For your information, I have the honor to state that the frigate Congress is at the Navy yard, 
and will probably be ready for sea in two or three weeks. 
The Hornet is undergoing considerable repairs, and will probably be ready in a month. 
The Grampus is coppering, and will be ready in about ten days. 
The Spark is ready for sea, and waiting for her commander. 
ee Weasel will be ready in three or four days; is now getting on board her provisions and other 
supplies. 
I have dispatched the Shark, Fox, and Decoy, and shall send off the others as fast as they are got ready. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


To the Hon. Saw’, L. Soutnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





U.S. Sup Jonn Apams, January 9, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instructions of the 3d inst., enclosing 
orders for Dr. Haslett to join the United States; but as that ship bas sailed, I have retained his orders 
until I could be informed by you whether it is your intention that he should follow her. 
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The following list will show the medical men under my command, in the ships and vessels here, with 
the exception of the Congress, from which ship I have not yet received a return: 
The John Adams, Drs. Babbit, Rapalje. The Decoy, Dr. Austin. The Hornet, Dr. Anderson, a super- 
numerary and passenger; Weems acting. The Shark, Dr. Chase. The Grampus, Dr. Norris. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 





U. S. Sup Jonn Avams, Norfolk, January 10, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to state that, in progressing with the repairs of the frigate Congress, it is 
found that she must be hove out to have her copper mended, as much of it is off, and it is believed that 
the worms have injured her bottom. She is found, also, to be very rotten under the counter; and under 
these circumstances, I am of opinion that it would be best for the public interest not to send her out 
with the temporary repairs she will require, as they cannot be made in less than two or three months, by 
which time, or soon after, the Independence can be got ready. 

I have therefore given it as my opinion, to Captain Warrington, that whatever is done to the Con- 
gress, should be with views to more extensive repairs. 

It will be necessary, for her preservation, that the copper should be mended before they are 
commenced, 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


To the Hon. Saw’ L. Souruarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





U. S. Sup Joun Apams, January 14, 1824. 


Sm: In reply to your several letters respecting piracies, I have the honor to inform you that the 
Spark and Weasel, in company, will sail to-morrow or next day, with full information on the subject, to 
scour the West Indies, from St. Bartholomews to the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico. 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient, &c., 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Honorable Sam’t L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





U. S. Sure Jonny Avams, Norfolk, January 14, 1824. 


Sir: Having received from you a copy of the instructions given Lieutenant Commander Perry, and 
those generally given to commanders, respecting the suppression of the slave trade, and perceiving it to 
be your intention to place the vessels employed for this purpose under my orders, I must beg of you to 
know whether the operations on the coast of Africa are to commence immediately, as it will, in all cases, 
be most advisable to let them commence their cruise there before going to the West Indies. I shall be 
glad to know your wishes on this subject, as one of the vessels under my command will be ready to 
execute them by the time I can receive your instructions. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
HTon. Saws L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





U. S. Sure Joun Avams, January 19, 1824. 


Sir: I had the honor to address you, prior to my leaving Washington, on the subject of blockades. 
Wishing to support the rights of a neutral, without infringing on those of belligerents, I beg I may 
be instructed on this head before my departure from this place; and as I am frequently dispatching ves- 
sels on service which may bring them in collision with French and Spanish vessels on the coasts of 
Mexico and the Colombian republic, it is extremely desirable that their commanders should know how 
to act correctly on the occasion. 
The information lately received of a blockading force of French and Spanish vessels having been 
sent into the Gulf of Mexico, must be my apology for again troubling you. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Saw’_ L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





U. S. Sup Joun Apams, January 23, 1824. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in consequence of further repairs on the Congress being 
stopped, and wanting crews for the Grampus and Sea Gull, I have directed those of her crew who had 
volunteered for a special service fur six months to be discharged, as also those whose terms of service 
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expire on or before the 30th of March. I have directed also that those who have less than seven months 
to serve may be paid off, provided they will re-enter for two years without receiving any advance. 

These men being a heavy expense to the public, without rendering any service whatever, I have 
thought this course the most advisable, as there is no doubt that by their re-entry all difficulties for the 
want of men will cease on this station. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Ifon. S. L. Sovutnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





U. S. Sap Jonn Apams, Norfolk, January 24, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I shall, in a few days, dispatch the Grampus for the coast 
of Africa, and thence to the West Indies. 

It is probable the Colonization Society may wish to communicate with the colony on the coast, and 
by informing them of the destination of that vessel the opportunity will be presented. 

The following is an extract from Lieutenant Sloat’s orders: 

“ While on the coast you will touch at the American settlement of free colored people; communicate 
with the agent of the American Colonization Society; ascertain the state and condition of the colony, 
giving it such aid, assistance and protection as it may stand in need of and be in your power to furnish.” 

It is my opinion that, with the contemplated addition to my force, I shall be able to send a vessel to 
the coast of Africa every six weeks, and give complete protection to our commerce in the West Indies 
and Gulf of Mexico. You are aware, however, that I have but one sloop-of-war fit for service. I cannot 
think the Hornet will be ready for sea much before spring. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Hon. Saw’t L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


U.S. Sap Joun Apams, February 14, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I shall put to sea with [this] ship and the Sea Gull on the 
17th. The Grampus will sail about the same time for the coast of Africa. The Hornet is still in the 
hands of the officers of the yard, and it is uncertain when she will be-ready. Enclosed are Captain 
Cassin’s orders for sailing, which I beg you to cause to be delivered to him. 

In my route to Thompson’s Island I shall touch at the different islands to windward, to obtain infor- 
mation respecting piratical vessels, if any should be out. 

It is extremely desirable that I should be in possession of your instructions respecting blockades, as 
soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 


U.S. Sream Gatnior Sea Gui, Matanzas, May 4, 1824. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to inform you that Ihave sent to New York the store-ship Decoy for stores, 
and the schooner Grayhound for coppering and repairs. 

The reduced state of the force under my command, and want of stores, make it necessary that they 
should return to the station with all expedition. 

Application has been made to me to station a force at St. Thomas, for the protection of our com- 
merce in that quarter, and to keep in check the Porto Rico privateers; but until piracy is completely 
suppressed in this quarter it will not be in my power to comply with the wishes of those interested, 
unless an augmentation should be made to my forces. I have directed all vessels on their passage to 
Thompson’s Island to touch at St. Bartholomews and St. Thomas, which will obviate in a great degree 
the necessity of a stationary force, and give confidence to those engaged in commerce at those places. 

I beg leave to observe that the medical department of the squadron under my command never has 
been in a worse condition. J have no medical aid whatever for any of the small vessels. I have only 
one acting surgeon’s mate to attend those stationed on the island and those in the hospital. 

I have a surgeon’s mate, acting as surgeon, at this place to attend to the sick which may arrive here; 
one acting surgeon’s mate in the Sea Gull; one surgeon’s mate and one acting on board the John Adams; 
and these, with one mate on board the Spark, make the sum total of medical men on the station. 

The sickly season is fast approaching. I shall do all in my power to guard against its effects; but 
should disease rage this year as much as the last, our situation would be truly deplorable. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 


Hon. 8. L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


Wasnineron, July 20, 1824. 
Sir: I beg leave, for your information, to state that by the arrival at this place yesterday of the 
schooner Ferret, from Thompson’s Island, via Nassau, advices are received to the 2d instant, which 
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describe the health of that place to be unusually good. The sick report accompanies this. All the 
improvements directed by the commander-in-chief, as regards buildings for public purposes and individual 
comfort, are progressing in the order contemplated, and their completion to the extent intended may very 
early be realized. 

Plants of various kinds have been introduced from Cuba, and ave in a thriving condition. The canals 
have been deepened so as to admit the sea water into the lazoons near the seat of population. Wild 
grass in that neighborhood has been destroyed, and the beach cleansed of the drift sea-weed which lodges 
upon it, subject to decomposition; so that all due care seems to be taken to guard against the recurrence 
of the malady similar to that which visited it last year. The season has been dry, the winds refreshing 
and variable, and the range of the thermometer from ninety-five to ninety-eight. 

Acting Lieutenant Farragut, commanding the Ferret, reports that while at Nassau, about the 10th 
instant, one of his crew by the name of James Fredenbourg stated himself to be a deserter from H. B. M. 
ship Pandora, and that, in consequence, he gave him over to Captain Du Maigne, commanding H. B. M. 
ship Kangaroo. The grounds on which Lieutenant Farragut acted are, that it was repugnant to our 
regulations to have a foreigner in the service, and as a requital for a similar act of courtesy on the part 
of Captain Du Maigne, who had not long before returned to the Wild Cat, Lieutenant Legare, a deserter 
from one of the West India squadron. As Lieutenant Farragut has been governed in this transaction by 
a regard to reciprocity, and not constrained thereto by any act of the British officers, I indulge the expec- 
tation that you will approve of his proceedings. 

Lieutenant Commandant McIntosh, under date of the 2d inst., gives a detailed report of his cruise in 
the Terrier along the coast of East Florida, from Cape Sable to Carlos Harbor, in search of a reported 
smuggling or piratical establishment not known before to us precisely, but which he has discovered to 
be situated on a key called Punta Rosa, bearing N. by W. 3 W. from the northeast end of Langbee 
Island. The number of inhabitants, Spaniards, are not ascertained with precision, but cannot be many, 
as there are but five thatched houses on the key, which is under the culture of corn, pumpkins, and 
melons. They are occupied in fishing, principally, and have licenses from Cuba to trade therewith. They 
rely upon the protection of our troops at Tampa Bay, regard themselves as belonging to the Territory, 
and feel secure in their avocation. Lest, however, they might become lawless, Lieutenant MeIntosh 
removed to Thompson’s Island two small carriage guns, which were alleged to have been kept to intimi- 
date the Indians, who had committed some outrages on them. 

The place is now so particularly identified, that occasional visits from the revenue cutters will 
effectually guard against the illicit introduction of goods into Florida, 

Lieutenant Sloat, commanding the Grampus, reports under date of the 17th instant, from New 
York, that between the dates of the 4th and 27th of June, he had visited the ports of Campeachy, 
Alvarado and Tampico, in accordance with orders; that rumors prevailed of a piratical vessel being near 
Campeachy, for which he made diligent search, fruitlessly. 

The schooner Jackal was at Tampico about the 20th, and the schooner John Adams near Vera Cruz 
on the 21st instant, so that you will perceive all the protection is afforded in the Bay of Mexico 
contemplated in your letter of the 20th instant. 

Lieutenant McIntosh. who superseded, Lieutenant Oellers in command at Thompson’s Island, writes 
under date of the 4th of July, that an American brig was stated to have been captured by a piratical 
boat near Matanzes and carried into Port Escondido; that he had an accurate description of the boat, and 
had dispatched a barge, together with the Terrier, to effect her rescue. 1 am encouraged to hope that his 
effurts may meet with success. 

In addition to the protection already afforded to the commerce of Matanzas, you may calculate on 
the services of the Wild Cat, which sailed on Saturday last, so that this demand on the Department is 
answered. 

The force at present in the Bay of Mexico, it is hoped, will succeed in taking or driving away the 
marauders, stated by the papers to infest it; it was desirable to guard against the almost simultaneous 
return of several vessels of the West India squadron to the United States, and the cruises have been 
arranged with a view to that object, and the keeping at all times of a sufficient force about Cuba and in 
the Bay of Mexico. 

On the 15th of July, the schooner Fox had sailed from Tampico to New Orleans, so that at every 
practicable point some of our vessels are seen. 

I cannot but congratulate you on the general good health enjoyed by the respective crews. Some 
symptoms of fever have manifested themselves, and some deaths have occurred; this must be expected; 
exemption from disease cannot be calculated upon, although I am convinced by reports from the respective 
ofticers that every regard is paid to health, cleanliness and comfort. 

With respect, I have the honor to be, 
W. B. FINCH, Captain West India Squadron. 

Honorable Samvet L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


Wasuineton, August 10, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a correspondence between Admiral Sir L. W. Halsted, Knt., 
commanding her Britannic Maijesty’s naval forces in the West Indies, and myself, on the subject of a 
salute; and I take the liberty to suggest that, in order to avoid a repetition of the indignity to which I 
have been subjected, an order be given that no United States vessel shall salute any British flag officer 
whatever. 

We cannot do it under the existing British naval instructions, as cited by Admiral Halsted, with a 
knowledge of the fact, without dishonoring our flag. No such rule exists with regard to salutes to 
British army officers, whatever may be their rank. My salute previously given to the forts at Jamaica, 
was returned with an equal number of guns. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Honorable Sawven L, Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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To Admiral Sir Lawrence William Halsted, knight, commanding his Britannic Majesty’s naval forces in the 
West Indies, &c.: 


Sir: Having been assured by the officers of this ship, since leaving Jamaica, that the salute to your 
flag of fifteen guns, fired by my order while there, was only returned by a salute of thirteen guns, I 
have to request you to inform me if such was the fact, and if so, to ask your reasons for not returning 
a salute equal to the one fired by me. 
The vessel-of-war which bears this will await your answer. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER, 
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 
U.S. Snip Jonn Anams, Aprid 21, 1824. 


His Brrrannic Masesty’s Sup Seraris, tn Port Royal Harbor, Jamaica, May 14, 1824. 

Str: I have received your letter of the 21st of April last, in which you are pleased to request that I 
would inform you whether 13 guns only were fired by the ship which bore my flag, in return for 15 guns 
which you had ordered to be fired when you were last at Jamaica. 

In answer to which, I beg to inform you that thirteen guns only were returned, and that the British 
naval instructions do not permit a flag officer to return any salute but in the manner pointed out in the 
same; natnely, to all junior flag officers of every nation, two guns less, and to private captains four guns 

Such is the reason why you had only 13 guns in return for the 15 you were pleased to order, 
I have the honor to remain, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed) L. W. HALSTED, Vice- Admiral and Commander-in- Chief of his 
Britannic Majesty’s Naval Forces in the West Indies, &c. 
To Commodore Porter, commanding the U. S. Naval Forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico 


less. 





Wasurineton, August 11, 1824. 

Sir: Understanding from Captain Finch that you had manifested some dissatisfaction that certain 
youths, in the squadron under my command, should have been permitted to do the duty and receive the 
pay of midshipmen, I feel it incumbent on me to make such explanations as are necessary to remove any 
erroneous impressions on your mind, that this has been done in evasion or violation of any regulation or 
order issued from the Navy Department. When I took the command of the expedition for the suppression 
of piracy, there was a scarcity of officers to fill many of the situations in the squadron, which, in fact, 
was equipped with so much expedition as to prevent the possibility of collecting from distant parts the 
necessary officers for it, and it became necessary to fill the vacancies by acting appointments which, 
although understood as intended, were not to take place while the squadron was in the United States, 
and while there was a prospect of their being filled by the Secretary of the Navy. Among others were 
acting lieutenants and masters from the passed midshipmen, and surgeons’ mates. The acting lieutenants 
and masters have been continued in their situation by the Department, and the appointment of the sur- 
geons’ mates has since been confirmed by you. 

It became also necessary to have some youths to do the duty of midshipmen, and as permission had 
been given to Commodore Stewart to take some boys in his ship on trial, and among the number my son, 
I, following his example, and compelled by necessity, took on board the vessels of the squadron a few of 
the most promising and respectable, but gave them no acting appointments, and with the express under- 
standing that my taking them was to give them no claims on the Department, but that if they were found 
suitable for the service, they were to come in as new applicants, leaving their term of probation to weigh 
in their favor for as much as the Department might think it worth. 

When my command was augmented I increased them, some taken by the express wish of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and some by that of the President of the United States. 

On my own selection I have not taken more than five, and not even those without permission from 
the Secretary of the Navy, your predecessor. Not one has obtained my permission to embark on board 
any vessel under my command, to my recollection, since you came into office; and certainly no acting 
appointment whatever has been made by me in the United States since your general orders of December, 
1823, and none of any description whatever out of the United States, except such as was occasioned by 
unavoidable necessity. As regards midshipmen or persons to do duty as such, I have taken none since, 
but those who have been yrdered to report to me for duty by the Navy Department. 

It has been the source of great uneasiness to me that any misunderstanding on this subject should 
have taken place, but I trust that this explanation will remove from your mind all impression of any 
wish on my part to frustrate the views of the Department, or take from it any of its patronage. I have 
been influenced solely by views to the public interest. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Hon. Sauven L. Soutuarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


Wasutnoton, August 11, 1824. 


Sir: Understanding it to be the intention of the government to give me a ship suited to my rank in 
the service, I have ordered the John Adams to proceed to the West Indies, and thence to the Gulf of 
Mexico for the protection of our commerce, where her services are much wanted. 
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Should a frigate be selected, I beg leave to state that it will be most agreeable to me that there 
should be no commander appointed to her, as I should wish the particular and personal command to be 
vested in myself alone. 

I also beg leave to observe that a flag or fleet captain to the squadron may be dispensed with if I 
can be allowed to select an intelligent lieutenant to relieve me from many of the details of the sqnadron. 
For the present the services of Captain Finch are necessary to me, but I shall not want tim long, and it 
is his wish to retire from the situation so soon as I can otherwise provide myself. 

I shall be glad to be apprised as early as possible of the ship intended for me, that I may give my 
personal attention to her outfits. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Hon, 8. L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 





Wasnineton, October 12, 1824. 

Sir: IT have the honor to inform you that I have just received very unfavorable accounts of sickness 
prevailing at Thompson’s Island. Three cases of yellow fever, which proved mortal, have been reported, 
and the sick list contains the names of thirty-one patients, mostly of bilious and intermitting fevers; of 
this number eleven are convalescent, and seven are reported as very bad cases. : 

The island is, however, supplied with every comfort in my power to provide for it. There is a good 
hospital for officers and seamen on the windward side, a floating hospital comfortably fitted up in the 
harbor, capable of containing the whole population of the island, and an abundant supply of refreshments, 
hospital stores and medicines. 

There are two medical attendants on the island, one of whom, however, is on the sick list; but the 
arrival of the Hornet must ere this have furnished, if required, an additional number. I know of nothing 
to ameliorate the condition of those on the island not in the power of the senior officer on the coast of 
Cuba to furnish; and I do not conceive that any steps are necessary to be taken by me, or any orders 
beyond what have already been issued for the preservation of health, as from the advanced season of the 
year, the sickness will undoubtedly subside before they could possibly reach the island. As it will no 
doubt be satisfactory to you to know how the force under my command is employed at this moment, 
I enclose you a brief report, with the names of the vessels and their commands, 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Hon. Samven L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





List of the vessels of the West India squadron, their commanders, and the service at present employed on. 


Constellation, frigate, D. Porter, commander, fitting out in New York, expected to be ready for sea 
early next month. 

John Adams, corvette, Captain A. J. Dallas, ready for sea at Philadelphia, now waiting additional 
orders; destined from thence to St. Bartholomews, St. Thomas, down the coasts of Porto Rico, St. Domingo 
and Cuba, to Thompson’s Island; thence to the Gulf of Florida, to cruise about Tampico, Alvarado, and 
La Vera Cruz. 

Hornet, sloop-of-war, Captain E. P. Kennedy, to South America, by orders from the Navy Department; 
from thence by my orders to the north coast of Cuba for the protection of our commerce there. 

Spark, brig, Lieutenant Commandant J. T. Newton, in quarantine at New York; repairing under 
orders to proceed from thence to St. Bartholomews, St. Thomas, down the coasts of Porto Rico, and St. 
Domingo, and Cuba, to Thompson’s Island; thence down the coasts of Yucatan and Campeachy, around 
the Gulf of Mexico, back to Thompson’s Island. 

Grampus, schooner, Lieutenant Commandant John D, Sloat, stationed at St. Thomas, for the protec- 
tion of our commerce between St. Barts and the east end of St. Domingo, 

Shark, schooner, Lieutenant Commandant John Gallagher, ordered from New York to St. Bartholo- 
mews and St. Thomas; thence down the coasts of Porto Rico, and St. Domingo, and Cuba, to Thompson’s 
Island; thence to the coasts of Yucatan and Campeachy, around the Gulf of Mexico, back to Thompson’s 
Island. 

Porpoise, schooner, Lieutenant Commandant Charles W. Skinner, sailed for the coast of Africa, 
under orders from the Navy Department. 

Sea Gull, steam galliot, Lieutenant Commandant Isaac McKeever, awaiting orders at New York. 

Ferret, schooner, Lieutenant Commandant C. H. Bell, on the north coast of Cuba. 

Terrier, Lieutenant Commandant Jott 5. Paine, on the north coast of Cuba. 

Wild Cat, Lieutenant Commandant Legaré, on the north coast of Cuba. 

Weasel, Lieutenant Commandant Boarman, for the protection of our commerce between Tampico and 


New Orleans. 
eagle, Lieutenant Commandant Charles P. Platt, has sailed for the protection of our commerce 
oD ’ 


between St. Barts and the east end of Cuba. 
Decoy, store ship, late Lieutenant Commandant F. B. Gamble, at New York in quarantine; just 
t 


arrived from Thompson’s Island. 
Barges Gallinipper, Mosquito, Gnat, Midge, and Diablita, Lieutenant Commandant James M. Mc- 


Intosh, commanding at Thompson’s Island; occasionally cruising on the north coast of Cuba, and in the 
old Straits of Bahama. 
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.ntendence is all that ought to be expected of me; and had my presence at Thompson’s Island been 
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Wasnineton, October 14, 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you an extract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant James M, 
McIntosh, the commander of Thompson’s Island, with copies of certain documents respecting a colored 
man named Francis Hale, and to request of you instructions as to the course to be pursued in relation 
thereto. 

] am also to request some instructions to govern my conduct towards the South American privateers, 
which sometimes Come inside the Florida reef in distress, real or pretended, thereby availing themselves 
of the facilities which offer, to violate our neutrality and infringe our laws, 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Hon. 8. L. Sovrmarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Wasnincton, October 19, 1824. 

Sir: I have received by the hands of Lieutenant Aulick your letter of yesterday, stating it as your 
opinion that your appointment of that officer to discharge the duties of captain of the squadron would 
be a direct violation of the regulations, and offering to order for that purpose one of the master com- 
mandants not employed, if it is my wish to have an officer of that grade to discharge the duty. 

The fofee under my command (by a rigid enforcement of the regulations) not entitling me to an 
officer of the rank of master Commandant to discharge the dutes of captain of the squadron, and yet, 
more than any other now employed, requiring an officer to assist me in the details of my duties, it would 
be, in my opinion, as direct a violation of the regulations to order a master commandant as to order a 
lieutenant; and as an officer of any grade, incompetent to perform the duties, would be more than useless 
to me, I beg leave to decline having a captain to the squadron under my command. 

I have the honor to be, your obedicnt servant, 
(Signed) DAVID PORTER. 

ITon. Samven L. Sovrmarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





Wasntxeton, October 19, 1824. 


Sir: Ihave received your instructions of the 14th, 15th, 16th and 19th instant, with the papers 
accompanying them, and have sought in them in vain for the motive for your une xpecte od order of the 
first date, for me to “proceed as speedily as possible to my station” in the John Adams, instead of the 
Constellation, as was expected and arranged. 

IT need not remind you of the repeated argument Ihave urged, that the pendant of an American 
commodore should not be exposed to insult by being hoisted on board a sloop-of-war, if a vessel of a more 
respectable character could be obtained, and of the repeated expression of my aversion to be instrumental 
in so exposing it. 

This would alone be a sufficient motive for begging permission to retire from my present command, as 
the only means of relieving myself from the responsibility, but I have others of a more personal nature, 
but of equal weight. 

The nature of the service I have been engaged in has been of the most arduous nature, subject to 
great expense, great exposure and fatigue, and lnposing upon me great responsibility; the generous 
confidence which was extended to me at the outset of my command, which encouraged me to an active 
and faithful performance of the duties assigned to me, appears of late to have been withdrawn, and 
orders implying the dissatisfaction of the Department, and at every step calling forth explanations, 
are almost daily handed to me. The various cases alluded to are of a recent date, and unnecessary to 
enumerate. I have made frequent application to the Department for instructions to guide me in my con- 
duct toward the cruisers of South America, whose depredations on our commerce have been so frequent. 
New cases are made known to me unaccompanied by any instructions for my government, thereby 
leaving me to encounter responsibilities which do not belong to my situation or my profession, 

I left the West Indies for my health, and my experience teaches me that it is improper to return at 
so early a period as the one exacted of me by the Departinent. 

I owe it, therefore, to myself and my family, if not to my country, to avoid a climate which has been 
so fatal to so many under my commé and, (and has ne arly proved so twice to myself) at a season when 
disease prevails to such and extent as it does at present. 

By the expression of your order of the 14th, it would appear that Thompson’s Island is considered 
my station; my instructions inform me that my command extends from the coast of Africa to the Gulf 
of Mexico, and that my duties are to protect our commerce throughout this extent and suppress the slave 
trade. Thompson’s Island has heretofore been considered an appendage to my command, not my station, 
and I have been considered in my place whenever I have been within the ony prescribed to me; to remain 
stationary at Thompson’s Island, to the neglect of the rest of my command, can scarcely be the intention 
of the Department, and if it were, it can hardly be expected that so great a anesetlies of health and com- 
fort would be made by me, except under greater necessities than at present exist. 

We have now at that island and on the coast of Cuba a sloop-of-war, a schooner of twelve guns, 
two small schooners, and five barges, a force more than necessary to quell all the pirates that ever existed 
there, if the officers do their duty, and if they do not I shall take care that they shall be brought to 
punishment. 

I feel myself responsible for the employment of the force under my command to the best advantage, 
for the purposes for which it was equipped, and if any part of my duties are neglected I ask for no le nity 
from the Department. I cannot, however, in the present state of my command, consent to lead in person 
every expedition fitted out from it, as is implie d that I should by the order alluded to. A general super- 
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considered absolutely necessary, no order would have been wanting to make me go, and no danger from 
climate would have deterred me from hastening there with all possible expedition. It is implied by the 
orders within alluded to that this disposition on my part does not exist. 

Taking, therefore, a full view of the subject, and considering the circumstance of the compensation 
of a captain not being adequate to the performance of the duties and the responsibilities of an admiral; 
duties which I have for a long time performed, and responsibilities which I have for as long a time 
encountered, I have thought it best for the Department and most to my own satisfaction, to ask permission 
to retire from my present command, and to ask for other service less Inglorious, of less responsibility, less 
expensive, and subjecting me less to the mortifications and vexations which appear inseparable from the 
one I now hold. 

An early reply is requested, and it will afford me pleasure to make such explanations to my successor, 
whoever he may be, as will prevent any injury to the service from the step I have taken, I beg that it 
may not be considered that my request proceeds from any disinclination for active service; to the contrary, 
I desire it, when I better understand the views of the Department, and when more confidence is manifested 
in mine. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient, humble servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Ion, Saw’. L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





Wasnineton, October 20, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th, enclosing a scrap from a 
newspaper, to apprise me of the fact that Midshipmen Robert Ritchie, George F. Weaver, and William 
Green are stated to have sailed from New York in the United States schooner Beagle, the two first as 
lieutenants and the last as sailingmaster, and remarking that you presume that this must have been with- 
out my knowledge, as you know of no authority which could have been given to these midshipmen to sail 
from the United States in those capacities. Passed Midshipman Ritchie has been duing the duty of lieu- 
tenant in the squadron under my command, from the commencement of the expedition against the pirates, 
and Midshipman Green has also been in one of the small vessels for the same period. Of Midshipman G. 
Fk. Weaver I have no knowledge, but I have no doubt Captain Finch can satisfactorily explain the cause 
of his being there; he was placed on board that vessel during my absence. 

As much has been said lately against the practice of giving acting appointments to midshipmen and 
others, I beg leave to inform you that I have never in any instance given them, except under the most 
absolute necessity, and never in violation of any known regulation. 

When vacancies have occurred in the squadron under my command, and they have been frequent 
from the reluctance that officers have to exposing themselves in a sickly climate, | have directed the 
passed midshipmen when there were any, and when none, the oldest and most experienced midshipmen, 
to do the duty required, but have never given any appointment; thus leaving the Department free to grant 
or reject the claim for duties performed. They no doubt consider themselves acting lieutenants and 
masters, but they hold no appointment from me as such. 

I cannot prevent the editors of newspapers from giving what title they please to officers, or making 
what statement they think proper. I can only say that I have never authorized the article or given the 
midshipmen in question the titles as printed. From the frequency with which I have been addressed by 
the Department on the subject of acting appointments, [ am apprehensive there has been some misunder- 
standing with regard to me, and have therefore been thus explicit. 

Vor further explanation on this subject, I beg leave to refer you to my letter of the 11th of August last. 

] have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Ilon. Saw’. L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





Navy Department, October 21, 1824. 


Sin: Your letter of the 19th instant has created surprise. Looking to the good of the service, every 
attention has been shown to you which your station required, and which could be dictated by a just esti- 
mation of your public service. 

The command which was given to you at your earnest request, on the Ist February, 1823, was a 
highly important one, and your conduct in discharge of its duties satisfactory to the President. 
The interval since you left that station has been interesting, and it is understood piracy has revived, 
and is making extensive ravages on our commerce. Communications have been made to you to 
apprise you fully of this fact. The presence there of an officer of rank and experience is of course neces- 
sary. The size of the vessel in which he sails is a matter of small moment, and must depend upon circum- 
stances. You are aware of the intention to send the Constellation to that station as soon as she can 
conveniently be prepared. 

Your return to this place without permission, or apprising the Department of a necessity for it, was 
unexpected; but no complaint has heretofore been made of your remaining here, because we believed that 
your health was not perfectly good, and your shoulder lame and paintul. But this obstacle has been 
removed, and had you earlier apprised the Department that you considered this place within the limits of 
your station, that the command had ceased to be pleasant to you, and that you were apprehensive of the 
climate, you would have been relieved and a successor appointed. 

But having failed to give this information, and the presence of a commander on the station being 
now indispensable, you will procced to it. When it is convenient to the Department, your wish to be 
relieved shall be gratified. Upon a reperusal of your orders, you will find that no intimation is given 
that Thompson’s Island alone is to be considered as the station, and that you are to remain stationary 
there, nor that you are to lead in person every expedition fitted out from it. 
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I purposely abstain from comment upon certain matters in your letter. You will hereafter hear from 
the Department on the subject. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
Commodore Davin Porter. Present. 


(Signed) SAMW’L L. SOUTHARD. 





Wasutneton, October 21, 1824. 
Str: I have the honor to enclose to you copies of communications from Lieut. Commandant McIntosh, 
accompanied by the latest sick reports from Thompson’s Island. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, (Signed) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Saw’. L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Autenton, Thompson’s Island, August 2, 1824. 

Sir: I addressed you on the 29th ultimo, per the Spanish schooner Maria, via Havana. By the 
schooner Terrier, which goes over to Havana this evening for medical stores, | again have the pleasure 
of addressing you, and enclosing the sick report of to-day, by which you will perceive there has been no 
change in our situation for the better. I still continue to be indisposed, but am in hopes in a few days 
to be perfectly recovered. Acting Lieut. Pinckney has been so much indisposed that the doctor has 
granted him a sick ticket, and advises his immediate return to a more northern climate for the restoration 
of his health; he will consequently leave here by the first opportunity. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) JAS. M. McINTOSH, Lieut. Commandant. 

Commodore Davin Porter, Commander-in- Chief of the U.S. Naval Forces in the West Indies, &c., &e. 





ALLENTON, Thompson's Island, September 26, 1824. 

Str: I enclosed you yesterday, by the Fox, Doctor Ticknor’s sick report. She sailed early this 
morning for Washington. The Ferret went to sea yesterday evening with orders to cruise between 
Havana and Matanzas. The sailing of the sloop Ocean early to-morrow morning for Norfolk affords me 
the opportunity of enclosing you this day’s sick report. You will no doubt notice with much pleasure 
how much it is lessened, and it is with much gratification Iam enabled to inform you that but two more 
cases at present remain that are considered dangerous. This happy change in our situation must be 
attributed to the change of weatber which we have experienced for a few days past, and if it continues 
as favorable for a short time Iam in hopes the dreadful disease will be entirely removed. We have 
heard nothing of the Wild Cat, and I think there is no doubt but that she is lost. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. M. McINTOSH, Lieut. Commanding. 


To Commodore Davin Porter. 


Report of the sick at Thompson's Island, September 26, 1824. 





Names. Rank. | Disease, | Remarks. 








. A. Brown.....| Clerk..........| Bilious remittent....| 


F ‘ 

Francis Joseph..., Boy ...........) Affection of bowels ..) Convalescent. 
Wm. Payton..... Ordinaryseaman. Intermittent fever...) Convalescent. 
James Murray...) Marine.........) Bilious remittent.... > Convalescent: 


Nath’l Soley.....| Seaman........| Syphilis............| But little change. 

Miles Austin.....  Corp’l marines ..; Bilious remittent . Convalescent. 

Hezekiah Smith..) Seaman........) Typhoid fever.......) Convalescent. 

Wm. Hoglan .... Marine.........) Bilious remittent....) A little better than yesterday. 


Evan Gamester .. Serg’t of marines do eee Convalescent. 
Levi Caywood ...) Carpenter ...... do »... Convalescent. 
James Gallagher.| Boy ...........! do ~-e. Convalescent. 
Thomas Leach...) Carpenter......) Intermittent fever... Convalescent. 
Adam Loyd...... do »....., Bilious remittent.... Convalescent. 
John Monnett.... do rere do »...| Convalescent. 


Alex’r Cornot....; Marine.........| Gravel, piles, &c.... 
Jacob Taylor....) Ordinaryseaman. Bilious remittent....) Convalescent. 


Joseph Hammett.) Carpenter ......' do »... Apparently a little better. 

Ruel Wilber.....| Blacksmith .....) Intermittent fever...) Convalescent. 

John Jones......| Ordinary seaman. do »ee. Convalescent. 

Henry Rothwell. .! do ....| Bilious remittent..../ Convalescent. 

Benj. Low.......| Gardener ......) Intermittent fever...| Convalescent. 

Obed Orr ....... Carpenter......) Bilious remittent....) Had a paroxysm of fever this morning. 

DIED. | 

Saco0 Memes... 4.| o....-. FERCASE S| OOK Se Owe ONO Ee Se o0 

eee eee ee ere ee ee ree err re PRG ciiceeetiviessneevesessenenee 
Respectfully, (Signed) B. TICKNOR, Surgeon. 


To James McInrosn, Esq., commanding Thompson's Island. 














a 
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AuLENTON, Thompson’s Island, September 29, 1824. 


Sir: The sloop Ocean has been detained in consequence of bad weather, but she is now weighing, 
and I take advantage of her sailing to forward for your information the sick report of yesterday. The 
weather for the last twenty-four hours was very unfavorable, in consequence of which the doctor appre- 
hends an increase to his list. We have not a single carpenter fit for duty, and I am fearful we will not 
for some time, for as soon as they convalesce from yellow fever they are attacked with fevers and agues, 
and it appears utterly impossible for a man to recruit his health on this island, after having been seriously 
sick. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) JAS. M. McINTOSH, Lieut. Commanding. 


To Commodore Davin Porter. 





Report of the sick at Thompson’s Island, September 28, 1824. 





Names. | Rank. | Disease. | Remarks. 





F. A. Brown.....| Clerk ..........) Bilious remittent... ] 

Francis Joseph ..) Boy ..........., Debility............) Convalescent. 

James Murray... Marine ........  Bilious remittent ....) Convalescent. 

Nathaniel Soley..) Scaman .......) Dysentery..........| Has relapsed in consequence of excess in 
eating. 

Miles Austin.....) Corp’l marines.. Bilious remittent.. Convalescent. 

Hezekiah Smith..| Seaman .......; Typh. fever ........| Convalescent. 

Wm. Hoglen.....,; Marine ........ Bilious remittent....| Not quite as well as yesterday. 





Evan Gamester ..) Sergeant marines do eon J Convalescent. 
Levi Caywood ...} Carpenter ......) do ne | Convalescent. 
Obed Orr .......| do Cousins do ..+., Had a paroxysm this morning. 
Adam Loyd .....| do were do ....| Convalescent. 
John Monnett....: do wihwes do ...| Convalescent. 


Alexander Cornot) Marine......... Gravel, piles, &e. ...! 
John Jones...... Ordinary seaman Intermittent fever...) Convalescent. 


Henry Rothwell. .| do do ...| Worse than yesterday. 
Benjamin Low ...| Gardener ...... do ...| Convalescent. 
Lewis Shore.....' Ordinary seaman do ... Convalescent. 
Ruel Wilber.....) Blacksmith..... do ...| Convalescent. 


ADMITTED. 
Wm. Stout ......  Corp’l marines.. Bilious remittant....! 
George Beard....| Seaman........| Wound ............| Of the foot. 
Daniel Cleiss .... Blacksmith .... Intermittent fever... 
kKoin Barrett....) Ordinary seaman do “as 
Benry White i145) Marine ........| Fever... .ccsscceees 
Almon Johns... Te eee ee Tees 


DISCHARGED, | 
I SIS hepa se aesacencs! se eadevaseensscavss| 


DIED. | 
GOOCH TABMHMCEE .| nice cscs ccseecs| coveccccsecsecesces| 
Total—24. 





tespectfully, 
B. TICKNOR, Surgeon. 
To James McIyrosu, Esq., commanding Thompson's Island. 





Wasutneton, October 22, 1824. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose instructions for the officer who may have the Constellation in charge, 


to take to the West Indies. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed ) D. PORTER. 
Tfon, Saw’, L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


_ The general instructions referred to in the enclosed orders to the commander of the Constellation 
will be furnished as soon as a copy can be made. 
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Wasnineton, October 22, 1824. 


Sir: When the United States fr igate Constellation shall be in every respect ready for sea, you will 
proceed to touch at St. Bartholomew’s Sand St. Thomas for further orders. Should you receive none at 
either of those places, you will proceed down the south sides of Porto Rico, St. Domingo, and Cuba, 
around Cape Antonio to Thompson’s Island. 

The accompanying general instructions will guide you as to the course to be pursued in any case 
which may occur during your voyage, wherein they can be applied. On your arrival off the reef at 
Thompson’s Island, you will fire a gun, and make a signal for a pilot. I have great confidence in the 
knowledge and judgment of Mr. Boughan, as regards the pilotage of the ship into the harbor; but, as 
she is of a class larger than any that have yet been the ‘re, and of greater draft of water, I shall Wish 
some person on board to point out the buoys which I intend to have placed—one on the point of the 
shoal extending from the Dry Rocks, on the lee side of the entrance, through the reef; one on the wind- 
ward side, near the shoal to leeward of Loo Keys; one on the shoal off Whitchead’s Point; and one on 
the extremity of the shoal which forms the entrance to the inner harbor 

Should any circumstances occur to prevent my arrival at Thomp:on’s Island before the arrival of 
the Constellation, you will exercise your sound discretion in taking the ship over the reef, trusting nothing 
to accident or chance when prudence or forethought can guard against evil. Under : any circumstances, 
you will send in one of your boats ahead of the ship, and cause the soundings to be indicated by signal, 
Should you not receive further instructions, you will anchor about half way between Whitehead’s Point 
and the town, or so as to be well under shelter of the Point, in about six fathoms water. Mr. Boughan 
is well acquainted with the marks for running in. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 

The Commanper of the U.S. Frigate Constellation. 


Wasnineton, October 22, 1824. 

Sir: I have received your letter of yesterday, and shall proceed to sca, in the John Adams, with the 
least possible delay. The ship will be at New Castle by the time I reach there. I enclose orders for the 
officer who may take out the Constellation. 

There are two points in your letter which, in justice to myself, I am bound to notice. First, the 
charge of returning to this place without permission, or apprising the Department; and, secondly, con- 
sidering this place within the limits of my command. To the first, I beg leave to observe that when the 
malady of 1823, which caused the destruction of so many valuable lives, had gotten to such a height 
as to render flight from a tropical climate necessary, I ordered the squadron to repair to Norfolk, and 
this measure met the approbation of the government and of the country at large. Conduct that was 
approved of in the one instance, I naturally concluded would be approved of under similar circumstances 
again; and, on the appearance of the yellow fever this year, I gave similar orders, with the hope that, 
by so doing, I should meet your views, and should not have dared to encounter the responsibility of not 
ordering the squadron home. 

It is true that, some time after I reached the United States, in the fall of 1822, I did receive your 
written permission of August 10th to return home, and your discretionary instructions of September 
30th, but I had stronger reasons than permission or the exercise of my own judgment. I had what I 
considered positive orders on the subject from the honorable Smith Thompson, who, in his instructions of 
February Ist, 1823, states as follows: “ You will be partic ularly watchful to preserve the health of the 
officers and crews under your command, and to guard in every possible manner against the unhealthiness 
of the climate; not permitting any intercourse with the shore where the yellow fever prevails, except in 
cases of absolute necessity.” 

You will perceive [am ordered to guard in every possible manner against the unhealthiness of the 
climate; not permitting any intercourse with the shore where the yellow fever prevails. The yellow 
fever prevailed at Matanzas and Havana, and it was reasonable to believe that Thompson’s Island would 
not be exempt from it. Many began to sink under the debilitating effects of the climate, myself among 
the number; and I conceived I was acting in furtherance of the views of the Department in coming 
home myself, and ordering the squadron home before disease got to any head in it. By my so doing, 
inany lives have not been lost; but had you even before intimated to me that my doing so had not met 
the approbation of the government, an idea that never occurred to me, never doubting that I was acting 
in full accordance with its views, | should have instantly left Washington on my return at all hazards; 
but this information has been withheld from me until the present moment, which makes me the more sensi- 
tive to the charge. I trust, however, this explanation will convince you I have had no disposition 
to run counter to any wish of the Department or to any rule of service. 

To the second charge, I have only to remark that I know of no expression or conduct of mine that 
could lead to the belief that I entertained the idea that this place was within the limits of my siation, 
and, much less, have I apprised the Department that I so considere ‘ it. 

My presence here I do conceive is occasionally necessary, that I may thereby become fully acquainted 
with the views of the government in everything relating to my command; and it is also necessary that 
the vessels under my command should visit some of our northern establishments, for the purpose of 
obtaining the necessary repairs, and the time most proper for them to do so is during the hurricane 
months and sickly season, when our commerce least requires protection, as the crops are not ready for 
delivery, and when it can be done with least injury to the service, and most benefit to the officers and 
crews. From the month of July to the month of November, I consider it unsafe for them to remain 
within the tropics; those who have remained longer or have gone earlier there, have suffered more or 
less from climate, and it is feared that one has been lost. The French ships in the West Indies have for 
many years been in the practice of coming to the north during these months, and the British ships either 
ev to England about this time, or to Bermuda or Halifax. All experience teaches me the necessity 
and propriety of the measure, and having adopted it, it became necessary that I should be with the 
vessels of the squadron; wherever they are, there my duties lay, and when the ‘y are in the United States, 
there is no place so convenient for me to attend to their wants as at W ushington, and it is very certain, 
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as I hope you will do me the justice to allow, that they have not been neglected, nor has my time been 
misspent whenever my health has allowed me to attend to the duties assigned to me. My station, as I 
have before stated, is from the coast of Africa to the Gulf of Mexico, and includes, according to my 
orders, the West Indies, and the vessels surveying on the coast of Florida, 

I must now, sir, beg leave to ask of you instructions to guide me in future as regards the disposition 
of the squadron during the sickly months: whether they are to remain on the station or return te the 
United States; whether Iam to be with the squadron or remain within the tropics; and if they are to 
return, the precise time of their return, 

If it is the determination of the Department that the commanding officer of the squadron shall remain 
within the limits of the station during the sickly season, I hope it may suit the convenience of the Depart- 
ment to have me relieved from my command by the middle of June next, as no consideration connected 
with my present duties would induce me willingly to remain after that period. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 

Ifon. Saver L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





New Castie, October 26, 1824. 

Sir: In my letter to you of the 19th October, I omitted to say that I did notify the Department of my 
intention of removing the squadron to the north, as you will perceive by the enclosed copy cf a letter of 
the 28th May, the original of which was sent to you from Matanzas, and, intending to remove the squad- 
ron, it was very natural to infer that I intended removing with it. For tie cause of the necessity of 
removing it, Tam not answerable. 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 


(Signed) |. D. PORTER. 


Tfonorable Saver L, Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


U.'S. Sure Jonn Apams, Thompson's Island, January 1, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you this day’s sick report. I am sorry to say that the sick on 
the island have more than doubled since my arrival, and that several deaths have occurred. Doctors 
Ticknor and Weems are so low, that I have permitted them to leave the island. I have no hopes that 
Lieutenant Stallings will recover. From the feeble condition of every person on the island, who has 
remained during the last sickly season, there is scarcely a possibility that they could survive another. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Honorable Samven L, Sovurnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





teport of sick at Thompson's Island, January 1, 1820. 





Names. Rank. | Disease. | fZemarks. 





G. Weems ............ Surgeon’s mate . Intermittent........) Severe paroxysm yesterday. 
Otho Stallings......... Lieutenant .....) Bilious remittent...., No material change. 

B. Tickner........-...! Surgeon........; Intermittent........} Paroxysms continue to return. 
P. Friery .............| Ordinary seaman; Hepatitis...........| Continues feeble. 

° ee EEE do | Intermittent. Paroxysms continue to return. 
SaOOd TAF 6 oss cvees do Jaundice ...........| Convalescent. 

John Bridges.......... Master-at-arms.. Rheumatism. Improving. 

Charles Holtz .........; Corp’l of marines; Fever.............-.| Relapse. 

J. Cardif......000.+++-| Seaman........| Intermittent........) Better. 

PEE ET scree! do o+eeeeee| Paroxysm yesterday. 

J. Rice ....00000.+000s| Ordinary seaman do ».eeee-.| Paroxysm this morning. 

Wm. Ross ...........-| Seaman........! Fistula in ano ......| Requires an operation. 
Carpenter’s mate! Intermittent........) Better. 


J. Spaulding . 


J. Makentie ....scseees| Marine...cs000 do ....eeee) Much gastric disorder, 
J. McCawley .......... Lieut. marines... Bilious remittent....) Convalescent. 
0. Hi. Bittle ..s00055...| Acting &. M..... do ....| Better—tree from fever yesterday. 


. 


J.K. Valette........... Acting Lieut...., Intermittent........) Had a slight paroxysm last evening. 
Levi Caywood......... Carpenter ......) Bilious remittent....) The same as yesterday. 
M. Manamy........:..| Marine.........| Intermittent........| Convalescent. 


ee TRY 60s nkeecesss| BOF .cscrcccess do oeseeeee| NOt So well to-day. 

John Dunlap ..........) Ordinary seaman do ....eee-| Better this morning. 
S. Bille ...seccseeee0..| Master-at-arme.. do weeeeeee, Better this morning. 
— McUun...........) Serg’t marines. . do ».eee..| Better this morning. 


Rice.............) Corp’l marines... Remittent fever.....| Something better this morning. 





DISCHARGED. 

— Gedley ..........| Marine.........) Dysentery ......... 
Total—24. beers 

S. RAPALJE, S. Mate. 











Respectfully, (Signed) 
To Commodore Davin Porrer, commanding West India Squadron, &c. 
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U.S. Sream Gatuior Sea Guii, Matanzas, January 17, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here last evening in the Sea Gull, from Thompson’s 
Island, examining, in my way, the keys to windward of Siguappa Bay, &c., but without success. 1 shall 
sail again this afternoon with the two barges Gallinipper and Diablito, with the intention of scouring the 
north coast of Cuba, as far to leeward as Cape Antonio, and shall endeavor to be back to Thompson’s 
Island in time to meet the officer who, I understand, has been ordered out to relieve me. 

I sent you the particulars of the murder of the crew of the brig Betsey, of Wiscasset, as given by 
the mate. One other of the crew who escaped, and now on board this vessel, corroborates the statement. 

Lieutenant Bell, in the Beagle; accompanied by a barge, is now to windward in pursuit of the pirates; 
the mate of the Betsey is with him; can point out the establishment and identify the men; I have strong 
hopes of bringing them to punishment; I have the other man on board this vessel, and should we fall in 
with them to leeward, they will, no doubt, be known to him; I shall endeavor to keep them both in the 
squadron so long as there is a hope of the detection of the murderers, 

The force under my command is so reduced and scattered, that I find it difficult to affurd as much 
protection as I could wish to our commerce, but I shall endeavor to employ it to the best advantage. 
To fit out the expedition, I have been compelled to lay up the John Adams, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Honorable Samvuet L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


D. PORTER. 





On the 7th instant, Daniel Collins came on board this vessel, in the harbor of Matanzas, and stated 


as follows: 

That he sailed from Wiscasset as second mate of the American brig Betsey, Captain Ellis Tilton, 
bound to Matanzas, on or about the 25th of November. That the brig was cast away on one of the Double 
Headed Shot Keys, about the 21st of December, when the officers and crew, seven in number, took the long 
boat and steered for the Island of Cuba, and the next day made one of the keys about twenty leagues to 
windward, at which place they found two fishing huts and five men, with whom the captain made an 
agreement to be brought with himself and crew to Matanzas. The night previous to their intended depar- 
ture, which was two days after their landing, one of the fishermen was absent during the whole night; 
when they were on the point of shoving off, they were boarded and taken possession of by a boat having 
ten men on board, armed with muskets, blunderbusses and cutlasses, which the fishermen told them, when 
first seen, was the King’s launch, who soon after tied the captain and crew of the Betsey, put them into 
the perogues of the fishermen, and taking them into a little lagoon about half a mile from the huts, where 
they left their boat, taking with them no other arms thancutlasses. They then deliberately commenced indis- 
criminate murder, by cutting off the head of Captain Hilton, which scemed to be the signal for dispatch- 
ing the others; the informant was knocked overboard by a blow, and finding that he had broken the cord 
with which he was tied, ran through the water (about knee deep,) and swamps, followed by two of the 
murderers, but fortunately effected his escape after witnessing the murder of all his comrades with the 
exception of one, who had also broken his cord and was trying to escape, but presuines that he was over- 
taken, being very closely pursued by two or three. The informant on the sixth day got to an estate 
called Santa Clara, on the Rio Palma, where he received some nourishment and rest, and continued his 
route to Matanzas, where he arrived last evening, presented himself to Capt. Holmes of the American ship 
Shamrock, belonging to the same owner, (Mr. A. Wood, of Wiscasset.) Captain H. immediately recog- 
nized him, and says that he is a sober, honest and upright man. 

(Signed) J. McKEEVER. 

U.S. Sream Gauuiot Sea Gui, Matanzas, January 7, 1825. 





U.S. Sream Gatnior Sea Geri, Havana, January 24, 1825. 

Sm: By the public prints containing your communication to the President, and his message to Con- 
gress, respecting the Foxardo affair, I perceive that orders have been issued for my return to the United 
States without unnecessary delay. I shall, therefore, proceed in this vessel with all dispatch to Thomp- 
son’s Island, where I hope to meet on my arrival the orders alluded to. 

I have sent the two barges down inside the Colorados reef on a cruise of from fifteen to twenty days. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D, PORTER. 


Hon. Sam’t L. Sovurmarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





Wasutneton, March 6, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you a number of original letters and depositions respecting 
transactions at Foxardo, and the piratical character of the place. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Hon. Saw’ L. Sovurnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
Norr.—This letter refers to certain papers which were sent on the 6th May by Commodore Porter to 


the Department, and on the following day sent by the Department to the court of inquiry, and by the 
court rejected as incompetent evidence, and returned. A part of them will be found in the proceedings of 
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the court of inquiry, and the rest in page 74 of Commodore Porter’s pamphlet, which is contained in the 
printed volume of his trial. The names of the writers of some of those in the pamphlet are omitted. The 
reason for the omission was probably that they were of a confidential nature, and the same reason now 
operates to prevent their being sent to Congress. 





. Wasuineton, March 16, 1825. 

Sir: It is now sixteen days since I had the honor to report to you my arrival here, in obedience to 
your orders of 27th December, and 1 have anxiously, since, awaited your further instructions. 

I am aware, sir, of the interruptions the recent changes in government, and other circumstances, 
have occasioned to the transaction of public business; and however irksome and uncertain may be my 
present situation, and whatever anxiety I may feel on the occasion, it is not my wish to press on the 
Department my own affairs, in preference to those of more importance. I cannot, however, help request: 
ing that there may be as little delay in the investigation of my conduct, both as regards the affair of 
Foxardo and the statements of Mr. Randall and Mountain, as is consistent with the public interests. 

The state of ignorance and uncertainty in which I have been kept, as to the intentions of the gov- 
ernment, and the desire of vindicating myself to the government and the public, and relieving myself 
from a species of suspension and supposed condemnation, must be my appology for now troubling you. 

Officers continue to make to me their reports, and request of me orders; not knowing whether the 
Department still consider me in command of the West India squadron, I have been at a loss how to act. 
Will you be pleased to instruct me on the subject? 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Honorable Saw’t L. Soutuarp. 





Wasurineton, March 19, 1825. 


Sir: I have to ask of you that Mr. Thomas Randall may be notified of the intention of the Depart- 
ment to grant my request, that a court of inquiry be instituted to ascertain the truth of his statement, 
affecting myself and others, that he may be prepared, on the meeting of the court, to substantiate his 
charges against us, and to establish the truth of his reports to the State Department on the subject of 
piracies, &c. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Hon. Saw’: L. Soutuarp. 





Wasuineton, March 22, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, which informs me that 
you are requested by Commodore Porter to apprise me that a court of inquiry will be held in a few days, 
one object of which will be to invesiigate his conduct in relation to the carrying of specie and neglect 
of his duties in the suppression of piracy. 

Doubtless Commodore Porter, in requesting, and you, sir, in making this formal annunciation to me, 
of a fact which had already been published to the world, considered the notice of some special import to 
me, and designed that it should produce a correspondent effect upon my conduct; but as your letter does 
not state the relation in which I am considered as standing, either to Commodore Porter or the court, nor 
prescribe any course to be pursued by me, I am at a loss to know the object it was designed to produce. 
I have therefore to request that you will be pleased to state how I am particularly interested in the fact 
you announce, and the effect your letter was designed to produce upon my conduct, in reference to the 
approaching investigation. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS RANDALL. 


Saw’. L. Sournarn, Esq., Secretary of the Navy. 





Wasutneton, March 24, 1825. 


Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d, enclosing a copy of one from Mr. 
Thomas Randall, requesting to be informed how he is particularly interested in the court to be held on 
my account, in relation to charges exhibited by him against me and others, and the effect the information 
communicated to him was desigaed to have on his conduct. A copy of my letter of the 19th will place 
him in possession of the information required. 

I have the honor to ke, your obedient servant, D. PORTER. 


Honorable Saw’t L. Souryarp. 





Wasnineton, March 25, 1825. 
Sir: Having an engagement at Norfolk of a private nature, requiring my attention there on the 29th 
of this month, and which will keep me away until the steamboat returns, I beg leave to ask of you 
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whether the meeting of the court, or any other circumstance, will require my presence here until the 2d 
or 3d of April? 
As the steamboat will leave here on Sunday, an early answer is solicited. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) D. PORTER. 


Hon. S. L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





Wasuineton, May 10, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th, informing me of the recep- 
tion of mine, dated March 6th, &c., which should have been dated May 6th, the day on which it was 
written; the mistake originated with the clerk. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) D. PORTER. 

Honorable 8. L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





Wasnineton, May 30, 1825. 
Sir: Late on Saturday night (the 28th) I received from your messenger your communication of that 
date, informing me that the court of inquiry had closed its examination into the matters submitted to it, 
and made report to the Department; also apprising me of the intentions of the Executive with regard to 
me. Ignorant as I am of the report of the court, I can form no idea of the nature of the charges intended 
to be preferred against me, the motives of the Executive, or the object of the notification; I have the 
honor, therefore, to ask of you the necessary information to enable me to prepare for my defence. 
With great respect, your very obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. PORTER. 
Hon, Sam’t L, Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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ON THE CLAIM OF ERASTUS LOOMIS FOR A NAVAL PENSION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 23, 1826. 


Mr. Storrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Erastus Loomis, 
respectfully reported: 


That they have considered the subjects referred to them, and find that the petitioner was a volunteer 
on buard one of the armed vessels of the United States, at the battle of Lake Champlain, in the year 
1814; that he was wounded in the said action, though he shortly after recovered from the said wound, and 
his gallantry in the said action is highly spoken of by his superior officers. He alleges, in his petition, 
that by a disease consequent upon the said wound and produced by it, he is disabled, and prays that a 
pension may be granted tu him. The committee are of opinion, from a carefnl examination of the papers, 
that it is not satisfactorily shown that the disorder of which the petitioner complains was the conse- 
quence of the said wound, and they recommend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 
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IN RELATION TO THE PAY AND EMOLUMENTS OF THE PAYMASTER AND QUARTER- 
MASTER OF THE MARINE CORPS IN 1824~25, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 25, 1826. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 


In compliance with a resolution of the House, of the 14th ultimo, requesting statements of the amount 
of compensation allowed to the paymaster and quartermaster of the marine corps for the two years pre- 
ceeding the Ist of January, 1826, and of other particulars relating to the same corps, I communicate a 
report from the Secretary of the Navy, with documents containing the information desired by the reso- 
lution. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Wasuinoton, March 24, 1826. 
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Navy Department, March 23, 1826. 
The President of the United States: 

The Secretary of the Navy, to whom was referred the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 14th ultimo, has the honor to transmit a copy of a letter from the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, 
with a ‘statement showing the full amount of compensation which has been allowed to the paymaster 
and quartermaster of the marine corps for the two years preceding the Ist of January, 1826;” also, a 
copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Archibald Henderson, commandant of the marine corps, with a 
statement of “the number and rank of the officers of the marine corps who have been allowed pay and 
emoluments according to their brevet rank during the two last years, ending on the Ist of January, 1826, 
designating the stat ons at which each was employed, and the number of marines at each station.” 

All which have been prepared in compliance with the aforesaid resolution, and are respectfully 
submitted. 

SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Fourtn Avprtor’s Orricr, March 17, 1826. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a statement showing the amount of pay and emoluments received 
by the paymaster and quartermaster of the marine corps for the two years preceding the Ist January, 

1826, and to submit, in compliance with your request, the principles which have governed this office in 
the allowances made to them. ; 

The act for establishing and organizing the marine corps rendered them subject, while doing duty 
on shore, to the rules and regulations for the government of the army. This act has been uniformly con- 
strued to entitle them to the benefits of all laws regulating the emoluments of officers of the same rank 
and capacity in the army. Thus the law of 1816, “for organizing the general staff and making further 
provision for the army of the United States,” which, in its 12th section, provides ‘that one additional 
ration be allowed to all subaltern officers of the army, was construed, by my predecessor, (and his con- 
struction was confirmed by the Comptroller and the higher officers of government having cognizance of 
it,) to extend to subalterns of the marine corps; and one additional ration was accordingly allowed, and 
has continued ever since to be allowed and paid to the subalterns of the marine corps. But though the 
act of 1816 was thus construed as applicable to the marine corps by my predecessor, and under that 
construction he did actually allow and pay one additional ration to second lieutenants of that corps, he 
withheld it from the first lieutenants, though the latter were equally entitled, as swbalterns, to receive it. 
The claim of the first leutenants, being thus supported by a construction of the law, which had been 
acquiesced in and sanctioned by the proper law officer of the Treasury, was considered by me as just 
and equitable, and was accordingly allowed. The subsequent appropriation by Congress, after explana- 
tions had been given upon the call of the Committee of Ways and Means, of an amount sufficient to 
cover this allowance, was regarded as still further evidence of the propriety of the construction which 
applied the benefit of the law of 1816 to the officers of the marine corps. It was by virtue of this appli- 
cation of laws regulating the army, to officers performing similar duties in the marine corps, that the 
present paymaster of the corps was required by the Secretary of the Navy to give bonds to the United 
States in the sum of $25,000 for the faithful discharge of his duties. Former paymasters had not been 
required to give bonds, or being required had failed to do so, there being no authority of law to enforce 
compliance; and the loss to the United States, in consequence, has been considerable and irremediable. 
The duties of the paymaster of marines are precisely of the same nature with those of the district pay- 
masters of the army; but they are of much greater extent, consequently more laborious, and are attended 
with a much higher degree of responsibility. The law being applied to him, then, so far as to require of 
him approved securities for the correct performance of his trust, it seemed to follow, as a necessary con- 
sequence, that it should be applied to him in its benefits; and, accordingly, in the settlement of his 
accounts at this office, the same allowances have been made to him as are made to district paymasters in 
the army. The estimates upon which the appropriations for the marine corps have been founded, have 
embraced these allowances. The allowance to him of quarters has been founded upon the specified regu- 
lations of the Secretary of the Navy with regard to staff officers of the marine corps. 

The pay, rations, servants, and fuel, allowed to the quartermaster of the corps, are in conformity 
with the allowances, by law, to officers of his rank in the line. In addition to his duties as quarter- 
master of the corps, he has acted as commissary of provisions and superintendent of the armory; for 
which extra services specific allowances have been made to him by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Richard Smith is the only officer of the marine corps who has received 
pay and emoluments according to his brevet rank. This allowance has been made to him on the ground 
of his commanding a separate station, in conformity with the 3d section of the act of the 16th April, 1824. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. WATKINS. 


Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 





Heapn-Quarters oF THE Marine Corps, Washington, February 17, 1826. 

Sir: The enclosed papers show the number of marine officers who have received pay agreeably to 
their brevet rank, and the number of men under their command while in receipt of their brevet pay. The 
New York station is the only one for which this pay has been allowed during the period stated in the 
resolution of the House of Representatives. The number of marines on that station is given during each 
month for which brevet pay has been allowed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ARCH’D HENDERSON, Z#. Col. Commandant. 
Hon. Sauver L. Soutnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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Herap-Quarters or Marines, Paymaster’s Office, Washington, February 17, 1826. 
Sir: In answer to the information required in relation to the amount paid to the officers of the 
marine corps who hold brevet rank, I have the honor to state that brevet Lt. Col. Richard Smith has 
received the pay of such brevet from the 3d March, 1825, to 31st December, 1825. No other officer in 
the corps holding brevet rank has received the pay and emoluments of such brevet, for the time specified 
by the resolution of the Congress of the United States. 
I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOS. L. KUHN, Paymaster Marine Corps. 
Col. A. Henperson, Commandant of U. 8S. Marine Corps, Washington. 





New York. 
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The above statement shows the whole number of officers, non-commissioned officers, music, and 
privates, who were under the command of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Smith, in the months specified. 
PARKE G. HOWLE, Adjutant and Inspector. 
Herap-Quarters OF THE MARINE Corps, 
Adjutant and Inspector's Office, Washington, February 17, 1826. 





Statement showing the amount of pay and emoluments received by the paymaster and the quartermaster of the 
marine corps, for the two years preceding the 1st of January, 1826. 
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T. WATKINS. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, Fourth Auditor’s Office, March 10, 1826. 





19tH Coneress. ] No. 307. [lst Srsston. 











ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF DOCKS FOR THE PRESERVATION AND REPAIR OF UNITED 
STATES VESSELS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 381, 1826. 


Navy Departent, March 30, 1826. 


Sir: In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 18th inst., the Secretary of 
the Navy has the honor to submit copy of a report from this Department, dated January 3, 1825, prepared 
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in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, which contains his opinion upon the subject; also, copy of 
a letter from the Commissioners of the Navy, dated February 17, 1826. 

An examination of these papers, it is believed, will justify the answer to the resolution, that “docks 
have become absolutely necessary for the preservation, repairs, and prompt and speedy use of the vessels 
belonging to the navy,” and that ‘‘ whenever repairs are necessary they are preferable, in every point of 
view, to the present mode, and the most economical that can be adopted.’ Although it is difficult to 
make accurate calculations upon the subject, yet no hesitation is felt in expressing the opinion that more 
public money has been lost for the want of docks, than would be sufficient to erect one at each of our 
principal building and repairing establishments. And as we add to the number and size of our vessels, 
the loss will be proportionably increased. 

Respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Accommodation wharves. 


In no part of the expense of erecting extensive works is so little attention paid to economy as in 
providing accommodation for facilitating the delivery, preparing and moving the heavy and cumbrous 
materials to be used. The loss of time and labor, for want of convenient arrangements in these respects, 
is very great; and as it is generally imperceptible and incapable of being estimated on a large scale, it 
is too often overlooked by builders. To provide for these advantages, I propose covering the coffer dam 
with a bridge, and it makes part of the estimate under this head. In addition to this, a temporary wharf 
should be built on the outside, and connected with the coffer dam. Perhaps a permanent wharf may be 
expedient on the east side—the entrance of the dock, opposite the present ship wharf, seen in drawing 
No, 3. The new wharf would afterwards be joined and made level with the filling or banking on the 
east side of the dock. 





Shops, sheds, machinery, &c. 


Although the nature of the contemplated work does not require much work within shops, still a 
blacksmith’s and a carpenter’s shop, lime sheds, &c., will be wanted, and they should be erected as near 
the works as possible. They will, of course, be of a temporary kind, and are calculated accordingly. 
The expenditure for machinery, such as cranes, trucks, wagons, with other mechanical apparatus, and 
the scaffolds, troughs, and facilities for draining, cannot be precisely calculated. Under this item I have 
endeavored to fix a sum nearly correct. 


Cement. 


I have added Roman cement to the estimate, because there is, perhaps, no substance so perfect in its 
kind, or so certain and durable. Other cements are employed, but this is preferable to any I have seen 
used in this country. It would be worth the experiment, should the dock be undertaken, to try a new 
hydraulic cement, lately invented by Mr. Casius, of Utrecht. The great double lucks, &c., on the North 
Holland canal, between the Helder and Amsterdam, have been built about four years, and the bricks are 
laid in this cement. It appeared almost as hard as the bricks themselves when I saw them last year. 
The patentee gave me some specimens, and informed me that it was made cheaper than any hitherto in 
use. It is made from the peculiar kind of earth or clay taken up from under the water of the Y, at 
Amsterdam. It is made into balls, burned in a furnace like lime, and then pulverized. 


Removing coffer dam and deepening the channel to the dock. 


From the positionof the dock it will be perceived, by inspecting the profiles, that an additional 
depth, under and outside the coffer dam, must be obtained by dredging, &c., so as to admit vessels to 
enter. The entrance being 60 feet wide, only about 70 or 80 feet of the dam need be removed, or perhaps the 
removal may extend the length of the wing walls. The northeast side of the present wharf may be 
extended to the line of the entrance, and the angle between the wing wall of the dock and the wharf 
occupied by a new part, so as to leave the whole service or terra-plein, between the dock and the ship 
house, level, extending to the lower end of the wharf. On the opposite or northeast side of the entrance, 
a permanent wharf, like the one already built, may be erected on a line with the entrance, covering the 
angle of the dam, and connected and made level with the filling on the north side of the dock. Some 
considerable extension of wharf seems indispensable for a convenient use of the dock and for other pur- 
poses connected with the navy yard. Instead of confining the distance between these wharves to the 
breadth of the entrance, viz: 60 feet, where one large vessel might lie, it may be made 100 or 120 feet 
wide, so that two vessels may lie there, one to each wharf. But I will not presume to recommend, at 
present, any particular plan for this purpose. I make the suggestion only to show that little expense 
need be incurred in removing the coffer dam. As the filling and banking, level with the coping of the 
dock, will in great part be effected by the excavation of the dock, at least so far as will be required for its 
use, I do not include my estimate for additional filling; that may be done to an extent suited to the ulte- 
rior improvements in the yard. 


Estimate of expense. 


Coffer dam covered for an accommodation bridge ........cceee eee e cee cesecececeesees $18,200 00 
Bucavation of basin for dock, BC....00cccescscccccscctrccccdcccccccconccesccccses 19,668 06 
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One pair of turning gates, with capstans and chains, foot bridge, X&C.........6..---+++- 9,000 00 
i HAWG ERDOEAHKEENERSHEOEONET A RCEE AAO SES Oar eeeerscnene Te 
ee Ia oa a es SNe inn nee ce nee eeesererccterenscccscccccceceseceess §=TOR RE 
OOS MERI BN BINS oo 6 iis ss ce crac wevceecs cecscwecedassecvecccccconcccscesenns. BORR OO 
ET ET EET eT ToL ee ee TT TTT eT TT TT Tee eT CTC T cr Te 


. 


$0 TS OUR O9 BO 











702 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 307. 


coccccccccsccses $3,000 00 
3,500 00 
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11. Steam engine of forty-horse power, and support three years, with chain pumps, &c., for 

draining ..... TTT Tere Cee eerccessaseverecesesssccovcscrccovcccsens.++. 20,000 00 
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12. Removing coffer dam, and deepening the entrance. .....ccccccccccccccccccccsccecces 6,000 00 


13. Engineer, superintendents, overseers, &C........0000..ssccccccccesccccncescosesses 15,000 00 
coccccccssscoccscscccccce 44462 00 
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Navy Comxmisstoners’ Orrice, February 17, 1826. 

Sir: The expediency of establishing docks for the repair of our ships-of-war has been heretofore 
recognized by acts of the national legislature. In the year 1799, [25th February,] when we had no 
vessels of a class larger than frigates, a law was passed authorizing the establishment of two docks. 
The commissiouers are uninformed as to the considerations which suspended the execution of this law, 
but they are fully persuaded that if it had been carried into effect at that early period an immense amount 
would have been saved to the treasury. 

So many argumentative reports have been made, illustrating the necessity and economy of docks, 
that the commissioners can scarcely hope to be able to present any new lights upon the subject. It 
possesses, however, in itself, so much intrinsic interest, it affects so essentially the efficiency of the navy, 
and the present state of the service calls so imperiously for the construction of docks, that the commis- 
sioners feel themselves impelled by a high sense of duty to invite your serious attention to the subject. 

If, when the navy consisted of vessels of rates inferior to ships of the line, docks were necessary, 
(as they certainly were,) the necessity for them is greatly increased by the fact of our now having ships 
of the line, and other vessels, of larger size than any then belonging to the navy. Frigates cannot be 
hove down without hazard; the operation (the only alternative in the absence of docks) always strains 
their hulls, and not unfrequently injures the forms of their bottoms, and materially affects their sailing. 
These objections to the process of heaving down apply with still greater force to vessels of larger size. 
The risk of heaving down a ship of the line is of itself, separately and distinctly considered, so serious 
as to justify the construction of a dock to avoid it. 

The advantages of docks consist essentially of 

Ist. Safety in repairing and examining ships’ bottoms. 

2d. Economy of time. 

3d. Economy in expense of repairing. 

4th. The facilities they afford to examine and repair more thoroughly than can be done by any other 
known process. 

5th. As appendages to building ways they are important. 

6th. As affording the means of insuring to the ships all the advantages of sailing possessed in their 
construction. 

Under these respective heads, the Commissioners of the Navy beg leave to observe, as regards— 

Ist. In docks ships are placed in positions perfectly secure, without incurring any species of risk or 
injury; but in heaving out large ships, however great the precaution, it is impossible to avoid straining 
their hulls, and injuring them in a greater or less degree, and the risk in frosty weather, when the ropes 
are brittle, is greatly increased. 

2d. As respects economy of time, in the summer season, or during long days, the bottom of a 74, 
inside and out, may require 12,000 days’ work to repair it. In a dock, where 400 men could be conve- 
niently employed, the repair might be made in 30 working days; but on a ship hove down, where not 
more than 60 men could work to advantage on the outside, and when only one side can be worked on at 
a time, and then under the disadvantage of losing at least one-fifth of their working time, in heaving and 
righting every day, it would require 120 days to accomplish the outside work of 6,000 days. The inside 
work, which must necessarily be suspended during these 120 days, and until the ship be finally righted, 
will require, with 200 men, 30 additional days to perform it, so that while in a dock the whole work, 
inside and out, could be performed in 30 days, it could not be accomplished ona vessel hove down in less 
than 150 days: hence, a gain, in point of time, during the summer, or the most favorable season, of 120 
days, in performing 12,000 days’ work. To this gain considerable addition must be made from the circum- 
stance of much time being unavoidably lost, during rainy or stormy weather, when the men cannot work 
on a ship hove down; when indeed it would be dangerous to suffer the ship to remain in that state; 
whereas, in a dock, with a roof over it, the men could work every day, wet or dry, hot or cold, calm or 
windy. 
Suppose a ship to come into port dismasted, where there is no dock; new masts must be made for 
her before she can be hove down; this would require six to eight weeks. But if there was a dock she 
might be taken into it immediately, and the work upon her bottom and her masts might go on at the 
same time. Under such circumstances a dock would save six or eight weeks of time, in commencing the 
work upon a ship’s bottom, during the winter season, particularly in situations where ice may be expected, 
and strong currents prevail. The risk in heaving down a large ship would be too serious to.be incurred, 
under ordinary circumstances. If attempted, serious consequences might be apprehended. But in situ- 
ations more favorable, during the short days, nearly the whole of the day would be consumed in heaving 
down and righting, and removing the ice and snow from the vessel, stages, and apparatus for heaving 


down, before the work on the ship could be commenced, This would be incurring great expense for little 


work. 

If such losses of time are shown with single ships requiring repair, in a time of peace, what would 
be the injury resulting to the nation, in time of war, from a squadron coming into port dismasted, crippled 
in action, or from any other cause, requiring extensive repairs? In the winter season its services, though 
fully manned, might be wholly lost, and when the weather should permit the tedious, hazardous, and 
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expensive operation of heaving down, it would unavoidably be detained in port a length of time incaleu- 
lably greater than would be necessary, if we had the conveniences of docks to resort to. 

In every view, it is highly advisable to make such arrangements, and create such facilities, as will 
enable workmen, in peace or in war, to perform the greatest quantum of work in a given time. Docks 
afford these facilities in the repair of ships, while the system of heaving down exhibits the most wasteful 
contrast. 

3d. As to the economy of docks as a means of repairing our ships, when compared with the system at 
this time from necessity pursued, 

To heave down a ship, a gang of riggers (unnecessary in dock) must be employed; their expense 
would be considerable; and with respect to ship carpenters, (whose wages are going on while the ship 
is heaving down and righting,) there is, in the most favorable weather, a positive loss of one-fifth of their 
time, or twenty per cent. of their labor, exclusively of the time lost, and dead expense incurred from 
rains, stormy weather, and the disadvantages under which the labor is performed. These are positive, 
unavoidable extra expenses, incident to and inseparable from the system of repairing large ships by 
heaving them down, under the most favorable circumstances. During the winter, or in short days, these 
expenses and disadvantages are incurred to an extent almost so great as to forbid the operation, under 
any circumstances. While on this branch of the subject, it would be doing injustice to omit other 
important considerations; without docks, we, of necessity, copper our vessels while on their ways, 
Jaunching them in that state; their copper may sustain serious injury, not to be ascertained till its effects 
are felt. For instance, a ship under these circumstances is sent into waters where the worm attacks her 
timber, (exposed by her copper being injured,) and in a very short time their ravages do such injury as 
to involve expensive repairs, and may even compel the ship to leave her foreign station or cruising 
ground, to return home for repair. 

A vessel hove down should have all her seams payed over before she is righted, to prevent the 
oakum getting out before she is coppered; a shower of rain may come on in the afternoon, and continue 
till it is dark; she cannot then be payed, but for safety must be righted, and her oakum thus gets wet. 
Hence, sunden decays and expensive repairs must follow in a short time. 

4th. As to the facilities which docks afford for examining and thoroughly repairing vessels. 

In a dock a vessel may, if necessary, have all her planks, inside and out, taken off, and the exami- 
nation and the repair may be made completely and theroughly, if occasion requires it; any of her timbers 
may, without incurring any risk, be taken out, and others substituted, and abundant time is afforded 
safely to examine them. But when hove down, care must be taken not to remove more planks (particu- 
larly below the water line,) than can be replaced in the course of the day, otherwise the ship would be 
left exposed during the n'ght, and would incur the risk of filling and sinking. These operations are made 
of necessity upon a partial, if not hasty, and consequently incomplete examination of the ship. In dock 
a ship is placed in a secure position, effectually shored, and the whole work of repair, inside and out, on 
both sides, may go on at the same time, at all seasons, under every attainable advantage; but when 
hove down, only one side can be worked on at a time, and then under the disadvantage of frequent 
interruptions from rain, stormy weather, ice, strong currents, and from the necessity of heaving down 
every morning, and righting every night. 

5th. As appendages to building ways. 

No ship of any magnitude ought to be coppered on her ways; because, whatever care may be taken, 
she is liable to have her copper injured from launching, whence the most serious injuries may result, and 
however careful the carpenters and caulkers may be, leaks are frequently left. Launching a ship without 
having coppered her, these leaks are immediately discovered and repaired thoroughly, when she is taken 
into dock to be coppered. Hence, all such vessels should be first launched, and then taken into dock. 
When taken thence, we may be sure that their bottoms are in perfect condition, and that they proceed on 
service in a state of thorough repair. 

6th. As affording means of securing our ships all the advantages of sailing they may possess in 
their construction. 

Whatever advantages our ships may possess, in sailing, are liable to serious injury from heaving 
them down, since, as before observed, they are always more or less injured in that operation, and the 
oftener it is repeated, the more are they strained, and otherwise injured; we have seen, too, that from 
being coppered on their ways they are liable to have their copper injured in launching, and this injury 
(which cannot be discovered until the bottom shall be examined, ) may be such as seriously to impede the 
sailing of a ship. If she be new, and untried, her dull sailing may be attributed to some error in her 
construction, and, ignorant as to the real cause, expensive and fruitless experiments may be made to 
remedy the supposed defect. 

To secure to a ship every advantage in sailing, her form should be kept to its original state, and her 
bottom as smooth and clean as possible, and with that view it should be frequently examined; such an 
examination cannot be effected by heaving her down, without injuring her, and incurring considerable 
expense and loss of time; whereas, in a dock, she can be taken in, examined, and thoroughly cleansed, 
without any loss of time, or any material expense. If a ship comes into port for supplies of any kind, 
while they are procuring for her she can undergo this examination and cleansing, which, to preserve all 
her properties of sailing, should take place at /east once a year. And while on this subject, it may be 
proper to observe, as the result of experience, that copper, when kept clean, will last much longer, than 
when left covered with barnacles and other similar substances. 

It will not escape observation that the sailing of a ship-of-war, viewed in reference to attack or 
retreat, or manoeuvring during battle, is of the first importance, since superiority in this respect enables 
her to approach or retire at pleasure, and in an engagement to secure the most advantageous positions. 
This property is obviously a desideratum in any vessel-of-war, acting singly. In a squadron of ships 
it becomes still more important, but each and every ship of the squadron should possess it; for should 
the sailing of any one of them be injured by any of the causes stated, or by any other cause, she cannot 
sail in line with the others, without greatly impeding and embarrassing their operations. 

Upon the considerations already urged, the commissioners might possibly commit a decision upon 
the question of docks; but such is their anxiety upon the subject, arising from the conviction of their 
being indispensable to the best interests of the navy, (inseparable, they hope, from the interest of the 
country, ) that they trust you will excuse their indulging in a few general observations, calculated, they 
trust, to strengthen the views already taken. We have at this time, in ordinary, six ships of the line 
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and five frigates; on the stocks, five ships of the line and four frigates, and several others to be built, 
besides sloops-of-war. None of the vessels in ordinary ought to be sent to sea, without having their 
bottoms examined and cleansed, and, if necessary, repaired; without docks, all of them would have to be 
hove out. If their services should be required in winter, the operation of heaving out could not take 
place. It would have to be suspended until the weather should be more mild. The consequences in 
time of war might be disastrous; and with respect to those on the stocks and hereafter to be built, for 
the reasons before assigned, they should be launched before they are coppered, and then taken into dock, 
to be examined and coppered. 

Suppose, on the eve of a war, twelve sail of the line, fifteen frigates and all our sloops-of-war, were 
ready for service. By having docks, their properties of sailing might be preserved without loss of time, 
and scarcely any expense. Coming into port, as they would be compelled to do at least twice a year for 
refreshment, while the necessary articles should be procured for them, they could be taken into dock and 
cleansed; without docks these advantages could not be secured. The ships might, to be sure, be hove 
down, yet not without injury, and a loss of time fully equal, under the most favorable circumstances, to 
one-sixth of the year, and a heavy expense arising, not only from the operation itself, but from the neces- 
sity of displacing and replacing everything necessary for them, such as ballast, provisions, stores of 
every kind, and, in short, of everything but their lower masts. Such a sacrifice of time would be to 
incur an expense of twelve months for ten months’ service. 

So far as respects the important facility of examining ships’ bottoms, a few docks would be sufficient 
for a great number. Double the number of ships would not necessarily increase the number of docks for 
this purpose, but the expense of heaving down is a continually accruing one, proportionate in amount to 
the number of vessels. 

It is presumed that, in time of war, our ships of the line would principally be employed as a guarda 
costa to repel invasion. In this view, the Chesapeake, New York and Boston may be considered the 
three most important points to be guarded, and at each of these points the Commissioners would recom- 
mend the construction of a dock. 

It may be estimated, from the report of Mr. Baldwin, that a dock of sufficient size for a ship of the 
line would cost about $300,000. We probably could not complete one in less time than from two to three 
years, but three may be built at the same time, so that an annual appropriation for three years, of $100,000 
for each dock, would probably be sufficient. 

Such an expenditure would in a very few years be refunded by the expense which the docks would 
save; made, as they would be, of imperishable materials, they would last for ages with occasional repairs, 
inconsiderable in amount. On the score of economy, then, it is obviously advisable to have docks; and 
to enable the government to command at all times the services of our ships, and to keep them in the 
most efficient state, in all respects, they are indispensable. 

All which is most respectfully submitted. WM. BAINBRIDGE. 


Hon. Samvet L. Soutnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Notre.—For the other documents communicated with the preceding report from the Secretary of the 
Navy, see vol. 1, Naval Affairs, State Papers No. 252, page 1032~’3. 
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ON A CLAIM OF LIEUT. ISAAC M’KEEVER FOR PRIZE MONEY FOR THE CAPTURE OF 
TWO SLAVE VESSELS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 8, 1826. 


Mr. Bartiert, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Lieutenant 
Isaac M’Keever, reported: 


That the petitioner represents that, on the 18th day of June, 1818, he was commanding the United 
States ketch Surprise, and on that day he captured, off Pensacola, the schooners named Merino and 
Louisa, with their cargoes, having on board twenty-five slaves, and conducted them to the port of Mobile, 
for prosecution for a violation of the laws of the United States. That the said vessels and cargoes 
were accordingly afterwards prosecuted, in the district court of the United States for the district of 
Alabama, and, at the end of five years’ litigation, a decree of condemnation was pronounced against them, 
and one-half of the proceeds awarded to the United States, which decree has since been affirmed on appeal 
to the supreme court of the United States. The petitioner further states that the proceeds of the sale of 
the prizes amounted to $8,830.50, one-half of which, to wit, $4,415.25, has been distributed amongst the 
captors, which, by the rule of law, gave to your petitioner, for his share, $419.45. The petitioner states 
that the other moiety of the proceeds of the sale is not yet paid into the Treasury of the United States, 
but that bond is given for its payment. The petitioner further states that, from the uncommon duration 
of the legal controversy to effect the condemnation of said vessels, and the frequent journeys he was 
compelled to make himself and by his agents to the different courts, he had expended the sum of $3,000 
more than was allowed to him, and he now asks, in consideration of his services and liabilities in relation 
to said capture, in consideration of the expenses that he has incurred in the condemnation of said ves- 
sels, and that the rule of distribution has so operated as to give him no more of the prize money than 
other officers under his command, who incurred no responsibility, that the United States will relinquish 
to him their interest in the bond securing to them the half of the proceeds of said prizes. While the 
services of Lieutenant M’Keever have been most active and zealous, and have resulted in important 
benefits to his country, they have not been of a character to carry with them pecuniary reward; and as 
the committee believe that the amount now asked, after defraying the charges incurred, would not give 
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to the petitioner a share of the prize money disproportioned to the responsibility and trouble which 
devolved upon him; and as the committee find the principle recognized in the “Act for the relief of David 
Porter and his officers and crew,” passed April 13, 1814, they deem the prayer of the petitioner reason- 
able, and accordingly report a bill. 
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ON THE CLAIM OF SETH TOWNSEND, A DISABLED SEAMAN OF THE NAVY, FOR AN 
INCREASE OF PENSION. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 14, 1826. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who were instructed by a resolution of the House of 
the 5th instant to inquire into ‘the expediency of increasing the pension allowed to Seth Townsend, 
a seaman, disabled in the service of the United States, on board the Washington,” reported: 


That they have considered the subject referred to them by the said resolution; that the said Seth 
Townseud prays an increase of the pension now allowed to him as a disabled seaman under the laws of 
Congress. The committee are of opinion that if his disability at this time is such as to render an increase 
of it necessary to his subsistence, the laws already provide for increasing it on a proper application for 
that purpose to the Commissioners of the Pension Fund, and on furnishing to them the proof required by 
the regulations established for such purposes. The committee submit to the House, with this report, a 
letter from the Secretary of the Department of the Navy to the committee, which refers to the laws as 
they now exist, and in the construction of them adopted by that officer the committee concur. They 
recommend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from the further consideration of the 
said resolution, and that the said Seth Townsend have leave to withdraw his papers, 





Navy Department, April 10, 1826. 


Sr: I have, this morning, the honor of receiving your letter of the 7th instant, enclosing certain 
papers in the case of Seth Townsend, a pensioner, and inquiring “if any legislation is necessary to enable 
the pensioner to obtain an increase of his pension, if he is in such a situation or so disabled as to be enti 
tled in justice to the increase of it.” By the 8th section of the act for the better government of the navy 
of the United States, passed 23d April, 1800, volume 3, page 351, it is enacted that the pension to officers, 
seamen and marines shall not exceed ene-half the monthly pay. 

By the 7th section of ‘ An act in addition to an act entitled ‘An act in relation to the navy pension 
fund,’” passed 16th April, 1816, volume 6, page 64, the Commissioners are authorized, in their discretion, 
to increase the allowance to any sum, not exceeding the full amount of monthly pay to which the party 
was by law entitled in the service, where the allowance of the half monthly pay should, in their opinion, 
From the nature and extent of the disability, and the situation of the party disabled, be inadequate to his neces- 
sary subsistence. 

The authority given in this section is very explicit; and I do not know that any explanation can be 
useful, either as to the cases in which the discretion is to be applied, or the extent to which it may be 
carried. If satisfactory evidence be furnished in the mode prescribed by the Commissioners, they may 
increase the pension, provided the allowance already made ‘‘be inadequate to the necessary subsistence” of 
the applicant. Anything beyond what is adequate to the necessary subsistence must be allowed not by the 
Commissioners but by Congress. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 
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ON AN APPLICATION OF FRANCIS HAYNE, A DISABLED SEAMAN, FOR AN INCREASE OF 
A NAVAL PENSION. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 14, 1826. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Francis Hayne, 
reported: - 


That they have considered the case of the petitioner, who states that the amount of his pension now 
allowed to him as a disabled seaman is insufficient for his subsistence, and he prays that it may be 
increased. The committee is of opinion that no legislative act is necessary for the relief of the petitioner, 
the existing laws entitling him to an increase of his pension if his disability is such that the amount now 
allowed to him is insufficient for his necessary subsistence. The committee respectfully refer the House 
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to their report at this session in the case of Seth Townsend, and the letter of the Secretary of the Navy 
Department which accompanies that report, as containing the views of the committee on this subject, 
and the state of the pension laws, as now existing. 

They recommend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition and papers. 
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ON A CLAIM FOR A NAVY PENSION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 15, 1826. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Frances Gamble, 
widow of Francis B. Gamble, late a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, having considered 
the said petition, and papers accompanying the same, reported: 


That the petitloner states that her late husband died in the year 1824, while engaged in the perform- 
ance of his duty in the naval service, and from disease contracted by much exposure and great exertion 
in the performance of his duties; and she prays that a pension may be granted to her by Congress. The 
case of the petitioner was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, by order of this House, at the 
second session of the last Congress, and an unfavorable report made thereon, on the 28th day of January, 
1825. The committee are of opinion that it would be inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioner, 
and respectfully refer to the report of the committee, before made on this petition, as containing the 
principles on which they have come to this opinion. They recommend to the House the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw her petition and papers. 





Ix Hovse or Representatives, January 28, 1825. 


Mr. CrowninsutEtp, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Frances 
W. C. Gamble, widow of Francis B. Gamble, late a lieutenant commandant in the navy of the United 


States, reported: 


That the deceased, Lieutenant Gamble, being attached to the United States squadron in the West 
Indies, for the protection of commerce and the suppression of piracy, &c., in command of the United 
States ship Decoy, was attacked by a malignant fever, of which he died on the 17th of September last, 
while on his passage in said vessel to the United States; and the petitioner prays for a pension equal to 
half the monthly pay of her deceased husband. 

The petitioner’s situation, in the essential circumstances, is similar to that of the widow of Lieut. 
Nathaniel L. Montgomery; and the law which would have afforded relief in both cases, having being 
repealed at the last session of Congress, the committee cannot recommend a renewal of the repealed law 
in favor of the petitioner, without a departure from the even and impartial course marked out for the 
national legislature, however deeply they may sympathize with the bereaved and destitute widows and 
families of the brave men who have pevished in the public service. They therefore recommend the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 
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ON A CLAIM FOR REPAYMENT OF EXPENSES INCURRED AS PRIZE AGENT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 29, 1826, 


Mr. Bartrert, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who were instructed by a resolution of the House, of 
the 22d of April, 1826, “to inquire into the expediency of providing for the payment of a sum of 
money, paid by Archibald McElroy for the expenses of attending the disposition of a prize vessel, 
which was paid by him, for which he has not been allowed in the settlement of his account,” reported: 


That Archibald McElroy claims payment for the sum of $189.95, alleged to have been paid by him 
in the disposition of the prize vessels Victory and Le Jeaune, in June, 1801. Whatever sums were right- 
fully paid by McElroy should have been deducted from the proceeds of the prizes before distribution was 
ordered, and would unquestionably have been done had he presented his claim to the court. If he has not 
been indemnified, it has resulted from his own neglect, and the committee do not deem it expedient, after 
a lapse of twenty-five years, to grant any remedy. They therefore recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is not expedient to provide for the payment to Archibald McElroy of any expenses 
incurred by him in the disposition of the prize vessels Victory and Le Jeaune, in 1801. 
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ON THE TENURE BY WHICH THE SITE OF THE NAVY YARD AT PHILADELPHIA IS HELD; 
AMOUNT OF TAXES PAID THEREON TO THAT CITY AND COUNTY, JURISDICTION OVER 
THE SAME NOT BEING GRANTED TO THE UNITED STATES BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 28, 1826. 


Navy Department, April 26, 1826. 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

In answer to the resolution of the House ‘of Representatives, of the 1st inst., respecting the taxes 
which have been imposed or paid on the Navy yard near the city of Philadelphia, and what measures, if 
any, have been taken to obtain from the State of Pennsylvania a cession of jurisdiction over the grounds 
now occupied by the United States, the Secretary of the Navy has the honor to enclose a copy of a report 
from the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, with several communications to and from the Department, which 
contain all the information called for, so far as it is in the power of the Department, at this time, to fur- 
nish it. 

The ground which now forms the Navy yard in Philadelphia was purchased of several individuals, 
in the year 1801, for the sum of $37,000. It embraced parts of several streets, (in the plan of the dis- 
trict of Southwark,) which had, before that time, been established. 

Attempts have been made, at different times, to have these streets opened; but they have been unsuc- 
cessful—and a law was passed by the legislature of Pennsylvania, on the 23d March, 1818, which pro- 
hibits the opening of them without the consent of the Secretary of the Navy. 

During the last two sessions of the legislature of Pennsylvania, it is understood that a law was 
under consideration to exempt the yard from taxation, but was not passed. 

The Department is not able, at this time, to furnish a copy of the proceedings of that body on the 
subject, nor the reasons which prevented the passage of the law. Letters have been written to the 
proper officers to obtain copies of the proceedings, but they have not yet been received. They will, no 
doubt, in due time, be forwarded. The present report has been delayed several days, in the hope of 
receiving them. 

It does not appear that any direct application has, at any time, been ordered by Congress, or made by 
the Executive, to the State of Pennsylvania, to cede the jurisdiction to the United States. The applica- 
tions had two objects: Ist, to prevent the streets from being run through the Navy yard; and 2d, to 
obtain relief from the payment of the taxes. The first was obtained by the act of the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania before referred to. 

The taxes are still called for and paid. They have been, for several years past, embraced in the esti- 
mates furnished by the Department for the support of the naval service; are provided for by the appro- 
priation bills in the enumerated items under the head of contingencies, and are contained in the reports 
of the contingent expenses, communicated to Congress at the commencement of each year. 

Respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 





PuILaDELPHIA, April 23, 1811. 
Sir: I have received your letter of the 19th, and have obtained the district attorney’s opinion, which 


I enclose, and on which I presume the taxes claimed must be paid. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, GEO. HARRISON. 


To the Secretary of the Navy. 


P. S.—I find on inquiry that no tax has been paid on the United States property on the Schuylkill, (the 
arsenal;) a tax was assessed and called for, and an appeal made to the then governor, Thomas M’ Kean, 
Esq., who made a communication to the legislature on the subject; since, no tax has been levied or called 
for. 





Apri 22, 1811. 
Sir: The subjoined statement was made upon an application similar to the one which is referred to 
me by the Secretary of the Navy’s letter of the 19th instant. 
I am, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


A. J. DALLAS. 


Is real estate held by the United States, in the State of Pennsylvania, subject to taxes under the 
State laws? 

If there is any exemption from such taxes, it must arise from the Constitution of the United States, 
from acts of Congress, or from the State laws. 

By the Constitution, Congress have power to exercise exclusive jurisdiction, in all cases whatsoever, 
over the District of Columbia; and also over all places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the 
State, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock yards, and other needful buildings. - 

It is another constitutional provision, that Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make all need- 
ful rules and regulations respecting the territory or other property belonging to the United States; but 
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nothing in the Constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of 
any particular State. 

These are the only constitutional provisions that have any apparant connection with the question 
submitted to me, and there is no act of Congress on the subject but that which simply authorizes the 
purchase. 

It remains to be seen whether the exemption from taxes can arise expressly, or by implication, from 
any State law. But the site for the Navy yard was not purchased by the consent of the legislature of 
Pennsylvania, so as to fall within the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress; and there is no exemption of 
the property of the United States from taxation, by the positive provision of any act of assembly. 

I cannot therefore perceive that the lot occupied as a Navy yard is more exempt from taxes than any 
house or store would be, which Congress might direct to be purchased for the accommodation of the public 


officers. 
A. J. DALLAS. 


Georce Harrison, Esquire. ' 


Navy Department, April 26, 1811, 
Sm: I have received your letter of the 23d instant; you will pay the taxes claimed on the property 


of the United States. 
PAUL HAMILTON. 


Grorce Harrison, Esq., Philadelphia. 





Puitavevpuia, December 14, 1811. 

Sir: Speculators in lots adjacent to the Navy yard, and others interested, are memorializing the judges 
of the court of quarter sessions to open Federal street through it. The evil, as respects the establish- 
ment, will not rest here. If they are successful, they will then attempt to open other streets, which will 
totally destroy it. Could a compromise be made by giving them Federal street, and having the others 
vacated by law, the injury would be trifling; and I have little doubt this may be accomplished. Should 
you approve, will you be pleased to instruct Mr. Dallas? It is avery favorable moment to obtain a law 
from the State vacating the streets. 

The drafts you can refer to, as they are in your office. I enclose, from memory, a sketch. 

Be pleased to return to Mr. Dallas the petition I enclose you. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
GRO. HARRISON, 

To the Secretary of the Navy. 


Here, in the original, is asketch of the property. 
, 8 ’ 


Date of act authorizing the purchase | Purchase was made under the act authorizing six 74 gun ships, 
February 25, 1799. (United States Laws, vol. iv, page 264.) Extent of ground purchased, about eleven 
acres. Price of purchase, $37,000. Property has risen immensely in value. ‘The deed of conveyance 
from sundry individuals. 





Drecemser 14, 1811. 


Dear Sir: The enclosed petition has been left with me, and I must trouble you, as Navy agent, to 
state the objections to opening the proposed road through the Navy yard, as soon as you conveniently 
can, Perhaps you had better consult Mr. Hamilton on the subject. 

Return the petition. 

Yours, respectfully, A. J. DALLAS. 


Geo. Harrison, Esq. 





To the honorable the president and his associate judges of the court of quarter sessions, in and for the county 
of Philadelphia: 


The petition of the subscribers, freeholders in the district of Southwark, respectfully represents: 

That the general assembly of this commonwealth, so early as the year 1787, regardful of the public 
improvement of the district of Southwark, and in order to prevent confusion in the building, and to 
preserve regularity in the several streets, which so materially contributes to that improvement, and also, 
in order to open a direct communication with the country adjacent to the said district, passed a law, in 
that year, authorizing and appointing five commissioners, any three of whom were empowered to survey 
and lay out such and so many new streets, lanes, and alleys, within that part of said district where 
proper streets were not then already laid out, as in their judgments would be necessary to accommodate 
all the inhabitants and landholders with convenient ways and passages to and from their respective 
grounds. 

That, in addition to the above duties, the said commissioners, among others, were specially autho- 
rized and empowered to survey and lay out a public road from George Gray’s, to run in a right line and 
parallel to South street, as nearly as the ground and circumstances would permit. That a plan of the 
said streets, so laid out, was by the said act directed to be returned to the supreme executive council for 
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their adjudication, which said adjudication, together with the draft or plan of thestreets approved of, was 
ordered to be recorded, 

That the said act further provided that, upon application to open any of the said streets so laid out, 
by the petition of more than seven freeholders of the said district, whose lands lie near to or adjoining 
the same, that it should be lawful for the supreme executive council, if they should be of opinion that the 
state of improvement in the neighborhood should require it, to issue their warrant, directed to the super- 
visors of the public streets or highways, requiring them to open and keep in repair such street, as other 
public highways, laid out and opened according to law, which said powers and authorities were, by an 
act of the first of April, 1811, exclusively vested in the court of quarter sessions for the county of Phila- 
delphia, subject to removal and revision in the supreme court. That, in conformity to the provisions of 
the said act, Federal street was laid out, by the said commissioners, of the width of fifty feet from 
Gray’s Ferry road to Swanson street, from which place it is of the width of one hundred feet to the 
Delaware; that the report was duly approved of, and the adjudication of the supreme executive council, 
together with the plan of the road or street, was recorded in the proper office. 

That part of the said Federal street, viz: from Gray’s Ferry road to Front street, has been opened as 
a public street, in pursuance of the aforesaid act, and an act of the 28th of November, 1796, which gave 
the powers for that purpose, vested in the supreme executive council by the former act of the governor, 
and which authorized and directed the commissioners of the county to defray the expense of opening the 
said roads, 

Your petitioners, therefore, under a firm conviction that the continuing it to the Delaware, agreeably 
to the original intention and design of the commissioners, would at this time be of great public utility, have 
thought it expedieut to petition your honorable court for that purpose. 

Your petitioners think proper to state further, that the ground through which Federal street, con- 
tinued, will pass, has been purchased since the laying out of the said street, as aforesaid, after an 
application was made to the legislature for vacating the streets passing through the same, and was by 
them rejected, and is now occupied by the United States as a Navy yard; but they apprehend that, when 
the premises are duly considered, and it is found that, on the one hand, no material injury will accrue to 
the United States, whilst, on the other hand, a great benefit will be derived by the city of Southwark in 
consequence of extending the said street, that the United States cannot have. any objection to the 
original design of the commissioners and of the general assembly being carried into execution. Your 
petitioners, therefore, pray your honors to issue a warrant, (directed to the supervisors, superintendent of 
public roads and highw ays in the district of Southwark, ) requiring them to open the said Federal street, 
from Front street to the Delaware aforesaid, and to keep the same in repair as other public streets in the 
said district are kept. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

October 10th, 1811. Read, and rule to show cause, at the next sessions, why the warrant prayed 
for should not issue. Notice to be given to the Navy agent and the district attorney of the United States. 


I certify the above to be a true copy from the record. In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand, 
and seal of said court, this 12th of December, 1811. 
RICH. BACHE, Clerk. 





Abstract of the sums paid by the Navy agent at Philadelphia for taxes on the Navy yard property at that place 





Taxes for | 


To whom paid. | For what period. | Poor tax. | lamps, County Health) Total. 
| | | ‘al 
| paving,&e.| *@X- tax. 





| a 
| | | 

Alexander Urquhart, collector., 1802 to 1810 inclusive.|...+.+... ; coccccecee| $371 00 $180 00 | $551 00 

Alexander Urquhart, collector. 1811 and 1812 .....e00|. cesseceeieceeceescelecseceeees soveeees, 62400 The statement and 
| | | vouchers being burnt, 
| the several descrip- 
| 
| 





| | | | tions of taxes cannot 
| | | be ascertained. 
Alexander Urquhart, collector. 1813..+++sssesseeeeee) $116 00 | $160 00 | 64 00 ..e0.-+) 340 00 
Alexander Urquhart, collector. 1814....+.+++++ seeees) 12500, 250 00 80 00 | 2500 480 00 
George C. Snyder, collector...| 1815....+.seeeeeeeeee) 13000) 25000) 10000 ........) 480 00 
George C. Snyder, collector...| 1816..-.+sseereseeees 13000 250 00 100 00 |......4., 480 00 
George C. Snyder, collector...| 1817. .+eesseeeseeeeee) 21667 325 00 i 
George C. Snyder, collector...; 1818....++- ore 195 00 | 325 00 162 50 |....00. . 682 50 
George C. Snyder, collector...| 1819...+esseeeeeeeees| 195 00 | 325 00 162 50 |.....-..| 682 50 
George C. Snyder, collector. ../ a sieeve -| 240 50! 195 00 227 50 |.cceecee| 663 00 
George C. Snyder, collector...} 1821........ Bares ooee! 216 sixeeecioel . Oem 
George C. Snyder, collector...| 1822.....seseeeeeeees| 175 50) 195 00 162 50 Jessevees| 533 00 
George C. Snyder, collector... DR siirccotscesiiial 234 50 j.seeseeees| 20100) 33.50 469 00 
John McLeod, collector. ....-+ EEE re, 234 50 |eccecccsesieccesees| 234 50 
George C. Snyder, collector.../ 1824. ..seseeeceeeeeee| 274 70 | ceseeeecee) 201 00 (eeeeeeee) 475 70 
John McLeod, collector...++++| I824.ccsececsccecccceleccccceccs| 234 50 |ecccccccceleccesees| 234 50 | 


John McLeod, cellector. «+++. i ccesiexssonins 268 00234 50 | 201 00 |seeeeeee) 708 50 
| 
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$2,517 54 '$3, 173 50 |$2,423 00 $238 50 $8,976 54 |- 


| | 











T. WATKINS. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Fourth Auditor’s Office, April 7, 1826. 
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[Extract.] 


Puinapetauta, January 8, 1812. 
Sir: I had the honor of addressing you on the 14th ult., relative to the Navy yard. Being without 
reply, and totally ignorant of your view of the subject, I pressed Mr. Dallas to obtain a postponement, 
which he has succeeded in till March term. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, GEO. HARRISON. 


To the Secretary of the Navy. 





Puiiapetputa, March 16, 1823. 
Sir: On the last of this, or beginning of the ensuing week, the application, by the commissioners of 
Southwark, for the opening of Federal street through the northwest angle of the Navy yard, is to be 
heard by the court. I am still without your orders or instructions on this subject. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. HARRISON, 
To the Secretary of the Navy. 





Navy Department, March 18, 1812. 


Sir: I have received your letter of the 16th instant. You will be pleased to consult with Mr, Dallas, 
the district attorney, upon the subject of the proposition to open a street through the Navy yard, and to 
request him to appear in court on the occasion, should he judge it expedient. Although, at this particular 
time, it might not be very inconvenient to the public to have the street opened, yet, if ever the yard 
shall be extensively improved, it would be serious public injury to have it opened. 

PAUL HAMILTON. 

Gro. Harrison, Esq., Philadelphia. 





Navy Departuent, Accountant’s Office, September 11, 1812. 


Sir: County and health taxes are claimed on the Navy yard property belonging to the United States 
at Philadelphia, and for several years the taxes have been paid, under authority from the Secretary of 
the Navy; but upon application made to me, in January last, relative to the mode in which the claim 
should be authenticated and exhibited, I, upon reflection, (having serious doubts whether, under existing 
provisions, there was any legel authority for the payment,) was induced to write to the Navy agent, a 
copy of which letter you will receive herewith, and, in consequence of which, the agent has declined 
paying the taxes, which are now claimed and insisted upon by the commissioners; and as it is of 
some importance, permit me to request you to take the subject under consideration, and communicate 
your opinion to me in relation thereto. That you may understand the nature of the claims, I send you 
copies of the accounts that have been paid. 


Respectfully, &c., THOMAS TURNER. 


2rcHaRD Rusu, Esq. 





Treasctry Department, Comptroller’s Office, September 12, 1812. 

Sir: I have had under consideration your letter of yesterday’s date on the subject of the claim made 
by the county commissioners for the county of Philadelphia, for taxes on the Navy yard property at that 
place. The right to tax, under State authority, property belonging to the United States, situated as that 
is at Philadelphia, does, I think, legally exist That property was, as I happen to have been informed, 
obtained by the United States through individual deeds or grants, or at least without any intervention or 
act of cession on the part of the State of Pennsylvania. In this important point, therefore, the case 
differs from that of the Navy yard at this place, to which you have referred; the latter having been 
included in the deed of cession made by the State of Maryland to the United States of all that part of the 
District of Columbia lying east of the Potomac. The papers which accompanied your letter are herewith 
returned, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, RICHARD RUSH. 


Tuomas Turner, Esq., Accountant, Navy Department. 





Octoper 7, 1812. 


Sm: By an act of the legislature of Pennsylvania, passed in the year 1787, commissioners were 
appointed to lay out roads, streets, and alleys, in the district of Southwark, for the accommodation of 
the inhabitants, to be afterwards opened as the population and improvements in the neighborhood should, 
from time to time, require. The duty was performed; the report of the commissioners was confirmed by 
the proper authority, and parts of several of the streets have been since opened. 
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During Mr. Adams’ administration, a site, intersected by five or six of the streets so laid out, was 
purchased for the Navy yard, without the consent of the legislature of the State. Attempts have been 
repeatedly made to open one of these streets through the Navy yard; and the applicants have at last 
succeeded in obtaining an order for that purpose from the court in which the competent jurisdiction is 
vested. I opposed the granting of the order at the last session, and the court deliberated upon the subject 
until yesterday. The part of the street which is now ordered to be opened will cut oif a considerable 
angle from the Navy yard, and some of the shed in which the naval stores are deposited. If, however, 
the inconvenience were to cease here, the sacrifice would not perhaps be important; but as future appli- 
cations will probably be made to open, in succession, all the streets, to the utter destruction of the public 
establishment, it is proper to suggest the expediency of selling the present site of the Navy yard, and 
procuring another in Kensington; a change which offers many advantages, besides the security of 
possession. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 

A. J. DALLAS. 


The Secretary of the Navy. 





Sovutnwark, March 2, 1813. 


Sir: In conversing with some of the inhabitants of Southwark on the subject of the Navy yard, I 
find them opposed to vacating all the streets that run through it. But I believe if the Navy Department 
will open Federal street and Swanson street when wanted, (the latter streef will not probably be called 
for in thirty years or more, and the opening of the former does no great injury to the yard,) they will 
agree to vacate the rest. 

The legislature will continue in session until the 20th or 25th of this month, and I think an applica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Navy to the governor might effect the object. 

North and south streets, that run through the Navy yard—Church street, Swanson street, Meadow 
street, and Wharf street, making 4; east and west streets, that run through the Navy yard—Federal 
street, Wharton street, making 2. Total, 6. 


I am, respectfully, SAMUEL HUMPHREYS. 





Navy Departuent, March 10, 1813. 


Sir: The object of the enclosed letter is so familiar to you as to require no explanation. I have, 
therefore, only to request that you will accompany my letter to the governor with such explanations, of 
the particular object intended by the application, as may be necessary. 

Mr. C. Penrose and Mr. 8. Humphreys, who I intend shall build the 74, will give you all the local 
information necessary; they may, however, have an interest adverse to the vacating of the streets: one 
or both of them are commissioners of the district of Southwark, and know the disposition of the neighbor- - 
hood. If nothing better can be done, I would consent to open Federal street, and even Swanson street; 
the latter they say will not be called for probably in thirty years. Can a stipulation be had to that effect? 
If all the other streets and alleys are not vacated immediately, I shall abandon all idea of improvement, 
and the building of the 74 will be suspended until another site can be procured. I have desired Mr. Har- 
rison to call on you, with Penrose and Humphreys, for the purpose of forwarding the application without 
delay. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient, W. JONES. 
A. J. Datnas, Esq., U. S. District Attorney of the State of Pennsylvania. 





Navy Department, March 10, 1813. 


Sir: Intending to construct one of the 74 gun ships, for the navy of the United States, at the Navy 
yard in the district of Southwark and county of Philadelphia, it is ascertained that the several streets 
and alleys originally laid out, but not opened, were not vacated when the purchase was made by the 
United States; and, as the opening of those streets and alleys would render the site altogether unfit for 
the purposes of a Navy yard, I am directed by the President to solicit such representation, to the legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania, as to your wisdom may appear proper, in support of the expediency of passing an 
act vacating the streets and alleys which intersect the property held by the United States, as a Navy 
yard, in the district aforesaid. 

An early decision is very desirable, in order that the preparatory measures may be immediately com- 
menced, or, in the event of delay or adverse determination, abandoned in favor of some more eligible 
site; which, however, would be attended with considerable inconvenience and expense to the public. 

The attorney for the district of Pennsylvania will accompany this application with a representation 
of the peculiar objects required, in order to carry into effect the intention of the Government of the United 
States; the importance of which will, no doubt, be duly appreciated. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


W. JONES. 
The Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 





Marcu 18, 1813. 


Sir: After receiving your letters relative to the Navy yard, I waited several days, in hopes of a 
visit from Mr. Harrison, Mr. Humphreys, and Mr. Penrose. As they did not call on me, (Mr. Harrison 
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was sick, and Mr. Humphreys was absent,) I prepared a representation to the governor, agreeably to 
your request, (conceiving that no time should be lost in obtaining a decision of the legislature, at the 
present session,) and all the gentlemen have scen it. Mr. Penrose thinks that there is no chance of 
success, without the concurrence of the freeholders in the neighborhood of the Navy yard; and that there 
is no chance of obtaining their concurrence, without excepting both Federal and Swanson streets from 
the operation of the proposed vacating law. The representation (of which a copy is enclosed) will show 
the footing on which I have placed the subject before the governor. I did not think myself authorized 
to go further, by the terms of your letter. 

The opening of Swanson street will be so very injurious, (dividing the site of the Navy yard into two 
distinct lots, and separating, by a wide thoroughfare, a comparatively scanty water lot from the main 
lot,) that, unless the legislature makes it an indispensable cond ticn of passing a law to vacate the other 
streets, your reluctance to yield the point, must, I think, con i: uc. In the form in which the question 
will be submitted, upon my representation to the governor, the leg slature can reject, or adopt, or modffy 
the proposition; and, if it is modified, you will afterwards have an opportunity to decide upon the expe- 
diency of improving the present Navy yard, on the legislative terms, or of procuring another site for the 
establishment. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


A. J. DALLAS. 
Wa. Jones, Esq., Secretary of the Navy. 





Puttapevputa, March 16, 1813. 


The attorney of the United States for the district of Pennsylvania, in c mpliance with the request 
of the Secretary of the Navy, respectfully represents to the Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania: 

That, on the 29th of September, 1787, the general assembly of Pennsylvania passed an act to appoint 
commissioners to regulate the streets, lanes, and alleys in the district of Southwark, and to lay out new 
streets, lanes, and alleys therein, for the accommodation of the inhabitants. The act provided that the 
commissioners should return to the executive a correct draft or plan of the streets, lanes, and alleys 
which they should lay out; that the executive (after hearing the objections of any person aggrieved) 
should adjudge and determine, upon such return, how many, and which of the said streets, lanes, and 
alleys should be public; and that, after recording the adjudication, ‘from thenceforth all the said streets, 
lanes, alleys, and roads, so adjudged, should be forever thereafter deemed, adjudged, and taken to be 
public highways, for the use of the inhabitants of this State.” To these regulations, it was added, that 
although it would not be necessary immediately to open the specified streets, lanes, alleys, and roads, 
yet, in order to provide for opening the same, from time to time, as the increasing improvements should 
require, it should be lawful for the executive, upon the petition of at least seven freeholders of the 
district, to direct any one or more of said streets, lanes, alleys, and roads to be opened. The authority 
of the commissioners was executed; their plan was confirmed and recorded by the executive; but the 
power to direct the streets, lanes, alleys, and roads to be opened, has lately been transferred to the court 
of quarter sessions for the city and county of Philadelphia. (See Smith’s Laws, 2d vol., 435, 5th vol., 259.) 

That on the day of 1800, the United States, being desirous to establish a Navy 
yard in the district of Southwark, purchased the present site from the owners of the soil, for a full and 
valuable consideration; and although the agents of the United States, who were employed to make the 
purchase, were aware that several of the streets, lanes, and alleys, which had been laid out in pursuance 
of the act of the 29th of September, 1787, would, if opened, run through the Navy yard, they were 
encouraged to rely for relief, in that respect, on the great benefit of the establishment to the neighborhood, 
and on the known disposition of the legislature of Pennsylvania to facilitate the public measures of the 
national government. 

That, under these circumstances, the Navy yard was located in the district of Southwark, without 
previously obtaining the consent of the legislature of the State to vacate such parts of the projected 
strects, lanes, alleys, and roads as would, if opened, intersect the ground; but the establishment being 
publicly made, and the effect of opening the streets, lanes, alleys, and roads, to destroy the establishment, 
being obvious, the agent of the United States must, it is presumed, have considered an application for 
opening the roads, as improbable, and the interposition of the legislature, if necessary, at all times 
attainable. 

That it appears, from the executive records, that some years ago application was made to Governor 
McKean for opening Federal street, (one of the projected streets,) but that the governor did not then 
deem it expedient to authorize that part of the street to be opened which would pass through the Navy 
yard, An application has, however, been lately made, with success, to the court of general quarter 
sessions of Philadelphia county, for opening the whole of Federal street; and it is understood that other 
applications are contemplated for opening other streets, lanes, alleys, and roads, by which all the uses of 
the Navy yard must be destroyed. 

That the attention of the government has been drawn to the present subject by the demands of the 
war for naval accommodation, and more particularly by the design of constructing two public ships, 
(a seventy-four and a frigate) at Philadelphia. If, however, the plan of opening streets, lanes, alleys, 
and roads is not modified, so as to leave the Navy yard entire, it would be thought a waste of public 
money to make improvement there; and another site will probably be sought for the construction of the 
ships-of-war. 

Hence it becomes of importance to the Government of the United States, as well as to the 
inhabitants of the district of Southwark, to ascertain, without delay, how far the legislature of Pennsylania 
shall deem it expedient to interpose. 

That the communication from the Secretary of the Navy to the district attorney expresses a just 
solicitude for the interests and accommodation of the inhabitatants of the district of Southwark, and 
aims to render them compatible with the interests and accommodation of the United States. Upon his 
suggestion, therefore, in order to obviate the necessity of changing the site of the Navy yard, it is 
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respectfully proposed, for the consideration of the governor, and for the benefit of his recommendation to 
the legislature, whose wisdom will adopt or modify the propositions: 

1. That the order of the court of general quarter sessions to open Federal street through the 
Navy yard be suspended during the war; and that the same be afterwards executed upon the terms of the 
act of assembly, without opposition by the United States. 

2. That such parts of the projected streets, lanes, alleys, and roads, respectively, as run through 


the Navy yard, be vacated. 
A. J, DALLAS, Attorney. 





PennsyLvania, Secretary’s Office, March 31, 1813. 
Sir: In obedience to the direction of the governor, I have the honor to enclose to you an authenti¢ 
ccpy of an act of the legislature of this commonwealth, passed at their last session. 


With high respect and consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 
N. B. BOILEAU, Secretary. 


W. Jones, Esq., Secretary of the Navy of the United States. 





An act to suspend the opening of certain streets, lanes and alleys, in the district of Southwark. 


Sec. 1. Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 

in general assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That so much of an act, 
entitled “An act to appoint commissioners to regulate the streets, lanes, and alleys in the district of 
Southwark, and to lay out new streets, lanes and alleys therein, for the accommodation of the inhabitants, 
and to lay out the roads therein mentioned through the said district and parts of the township of 
Moyamensing and Passyunk, passed on the twenty-ninth day of September, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and of the supplement thereto, passed on the first of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and eleven, as authorizes the opening of any street, lane, or alley through 
the ground now occupied as a Navy yard in the said district, and no more, be, and the same hereby is, 
suspended during the term of six years from and after the passage of this act, or until such ships or 
vessels-of-war, the building whereof shall be commenced during the continuance of the existing war 
‘between the United States and Great Britain, shall have been completed, launched, and equipped. 

JOHN TOD, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

P. C. LANE, Speaker of the Senate. 


Approved the 29th day of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 
SIMON SNYDER. 


OrFIcE oF THE SECRETARY OF THE CommMoNwWEALTH, Harrisburg, March 31, 1813. 
I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy from the original law, remaining amongst the 
rolls of this office. 


Witness my hand and seal, the day and year last above mentioned. 
N. B. BOILEAU, Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA, Sct: 
In the name and by the authority of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Simon Snyder, governor of the 
said Commonwealth, to all to whom these presents shall come, sends greeting: 

Know ye, that Nathaniel B. Boileau, Esq., whose name is subscribed to the foregoing certificate, 
is secretary of the said Commonwealth, duly appointed and commissioned; and full credit is, and ought 
to be, given to his official acts accordingly. ; 

Given under my hand and the great seal of the State, at Harrisburg, this thirty-first day of March, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, and of the Commonwealth the 


thirthy-seventh. 
SIMON SNYDER. 
By the governor. 
N. B. BOILEAU, Secretary. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to George Harrison, Exsq., dated— 
Aprin 9, 1813. 


I have several of your letters to reply to, which urgent business has postponed. The act of the 
Pennsylvania legislature relative to the Navy yard is worse than nothing; but 1 have determined to go 
on with the improvements and building of the 74, provided a street called Wharf street, east of Swanson 
street, is not laid out through it. If it is not, you will immediately proceed to contract for the materials, 


and engage Mr. Davis to build the wharf, &c. 


VoL. 1-90 k 
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Extracts of letters from George Harrison, Navy agent, to the Secretary of the Navy. 
‘ Marcu 26, 1813. 
I have heard, through Mr. Biddle, that your application has met with success, and the streets 
intended to be run through the Navy yard vacated. 
Apri 6, 1813. 


The secretary, Boileau, informed Mr. Dallas by letter, under date Ist instant, that he had forwarded 
to you a copy of the act passed the 29th ultimo, relating to the Navy yard, which, I presume, has 
reached you ere this. 

Aprit 12, 1813. 

From the information I have received, Wharf street will run east of the proposed new wharf 30 
feet; but Mr. Dallas is of opinion that you may have these streets vacated for 100 years, on application 
to the legislature early the next session. 


PuiLapeLpuia, September 2, 1813. 


Sir: The enclosed bill for taxes, assessed on the United States Navy yard, and claimed by the com- 

missioners, has this day been presented for payment by the collector, Alexander Urquhart. Must it be 
a. 
paid? 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, GEORGE HARRISON. 
To the Accountant of the Navy Department, Washington. 


United States, 
To Alexander Urquhart, Dr. 


For taxes of the Navy yard in the district of Southwark, for the year 1813. 
EEC E CECT CT TCC CCTUTE TOT TTT TOT TUT COTE OORT ie Bas 


DE SAGAS KEATS OAC ERED ECERG ARE DADS Or OS DEu Se KEWX (AVN ORRCSSROCe eee eeess §«€=6OD-SE 
NN re RS Ba a es eC eA ali i he ain es an al dite rac oe a ee chaired be haat cate atte te 96 00 
$340 00 














We, the undersigned, do certify that Alexander Urquhart is collector of East and West Southwark. 
JACOB FITLER, 
ROBERT TAYLOR, 
ISAAC JOHNSON, 
PuttapeLputa, September 1, 1813. Commissioners. 


Navy Department, September 4, 1813. 
Sir: I have received your letter covering bills of taxes for the Navy yard. I wish to know what the 
former assessments for two or three years back amounted to. 


I am, respectfully, W. JONES. 
Grorce Harrison, Esq., Navy Agent, Philadelphia. 





Puinapetpnta, September 10, 1813. 


Sir: At a meeting of the board of commissioners of the district of Southwark, held on the 9th 
instant, the following resolution was adopted, viz.: 

* Resolved, That this board do not consider themselves justified in exonerating the officer of the 
general government, having the care of the Navy yard, from such improvements as are essentially neces- 
sary in this district.” 

(Extract from the minutes.) JOHN HUTTON, Clerk. 


PuitapeLpHia Navy Yarn, December 12, 1817. 


Sir: As there are some circumstances relating to this yard with which, probably, you are not 
acquainted, I deem it my duty to subjoin the following statement and remarks, for your consideration: 


The Navy yard in this port was bought under the full impression that the streets intended to be run 
through it would be vacated; and a condition was made, between the purchaser and seller, that, if the 
streets should not be vacated, the sale was to be void and of no effect. Nineteen-twentieths of the 
inhabitants of Southwark signed a memorial to the legislature of this State, praying for an absolute vaca- 
tion of the streets, and, for a time, there seemed to be no disapprobation. As soon, however, as it was 
ascertained that the purchase money was paid, and the title vested in the Navy Department, an opposi- 
tion was created to the vacation of the strects, and interest sufficient was raised to prevent the legisla- 
ture from complying with the wishes of a very large majority of the inhabitants of Southwark. The 
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matter thus rested until March, 1813, when, at the instance of the general government, the legislature 
of Pennsylvania passed an act (a copy of which is here enclosed, ) authorizing the vacation of the streets 
for a limited period. This act has nearly expired, and it becomes necessary to have a renewal. It will 
be advisable that a communication be made from the Navy Department to the governor of the Common- 
wealth requesting the absolute vacation of all streets that are intended to be run through this yard, 
excepting Federal street, which street will not materially affect the property, and by giving it up freely 
it may have a tendency to lessen the opposition which may be made to the vacation of the other streets. 
I am, by no means, sanguine that such a proposition will meet with the approbation of the legislature, 
but it may be as well to ask for what, if taken away, would render this yard inconvenient and incom- 
plete. At the present time, Federal street is the only one which is asked for, the state of improvement 
where the remaining streets intersect not being in sufficient forwardness to warrant the opening of them. 

Accompanying this letter you will receive a plan of the Navy yard, with the different streets marked 
thereon. I earnestly recommend a parchase of a lot adjoining the Navy yard, now occupied as a rope 
walk, which may otherwise endanger the buildings on that line; for, in a late instance of a serious fire 
which took place in a rope walk next beyond it, our buildings were in great danger. This would add 
great value to the property, and enlarge our space, and, I presume, it might be had at a moderate sum. 

Very respectfully, sir, your most obedient, 
A. MURRAY. 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 


Navy Department, December 20, 1817. 

Sir: Your letter of the 12th instant, with the plan of the Navy yard and copy of the act of the 
legislature of Pennsylvania, are received. 

In examining the original deed to the United States, I do not perceive any condition annexed to the 
sale in addition to the running of the contemplated streets, the right to do which, if interfering with the 
improvements and advantages of the Navy yard, must and will be disputed by the United States Govern- 
ment. I wish you to inform me whether the legislature of Pennsylvania has ever ceded to the United 
States the jurisdiction of the land acquired by purchase; and to state more explicitly what you know of 
the condition in the sale, to render it void in a certain event taking place. After hearing further from 
you upon the subject, I will write to Mr. Ingersoll, the United States district attorney, for his advice and 
opinion, 


I am, very respectfully, &¢., B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 


Com. ALEXANDER Mcrray, Commandant Navy Yard, Philadelphia. 


Navy Yarp, Philadelphia, December 23, 1811. 
Sir: I lose no time in replying to your letter of the 20th instant, and I applied to Mr. Joshua Hum- 
phreys, who negotiated the purchase of this property for the Navy Department. 
The condition stated in my letter of the 12th instant was a fact, and I believe this condition was 
made in consequence of doubts being entertained whether the legislature would vacate the streets or not. 
The streets were laid out by commissioners appointed under the act of assembly, 29th September, 
1787, fourteen years before the purchase of the Navy yard. 
The legislature of Pennsylvania have never, to my knowledge, ceded to the United States the juris- 
diction of this yard. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, A. MURRAY. 


The Secrerary of the Navy. 





Navy Department, January 10, 1818. 

Sir: I regret the necessity of troubling you with the enclosed papers in relation to the Navy yard 
at Philadelphia. Upon examination of the deeds, there does not appear to be a condition annexed to the 
sale, as stated by Commodore Murray; and should the legislature, of Pennsylvania refuse to cede the 
jurisdiction to the United States, the property, by having the streets continued through it, will be ren- 
dered useless for the purposes of a Navy yard. The original proprietors cannot reasonably expect a 
restitution of the property by refunding the amount of purchase, as its value must be very much 
increased. I therefore request you to examine into the subject, so far as to give me your opinion of the 
actual state of the property, the prospect of obtaining an act of cession from the State, and how far the 
original proprietors can claim to annul the sale and deeds given by them, if unconditional. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
. B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
Cuartes J. Incersou., Esq., U. S. District Attorney, Philadelphia. 





Putnapevpuia, January 19, 1818. 


Sir: I have received and read the papers enclosed in your letter dated the 10th inst., concerning the 
Navy yard. But, as it is impossible for me to give the opinion you require, without having either an 
original or complete copy of the deed of conveyance, on which I apprehend the question of law will depend, 
I must defer complying with your request until you favor me with that document. 
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In the meanwhile, I beg leave to state that, as it appears to me at present that all difficulties may 
be obviated by an act of the legislature of Pennsylvania, and, as the passage of such an act may depend, 
in a great measure, on the personal presence and assistance of some agent on the spot, at the seat of the 
State government, it is desirable to know whether the Navy Department would pay the expenses and 
compensation of such an agent. 

Without State cession to the United States, I fear, from my present incomplete view of this subject, 
it will be involved in considerable embarrassment; and in case of a recession of the contract of sale, no 
allowance will be made for intermediate enhancement and improvements of the property. 

You will at once perceive, therefore, sir, that a legislative grant, if to be obtained, is the shortest 
and cheapest, if not the only effectual and satisfactory mode of arranzing the matter. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 
C. J. INGERSOLL. 


The Hon. B. W. Crowniysutetp, Secretary of the Navy. 


PuriapELpHiA, March 23, 1818. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to enclose a copy of the act of assembly, which, having been introduced in 
the senate, passed the house of representatives of the general assembly of Pennsylvania, on the 20th 
inst., suspending indefinitely the former arrangements for opening through the Navy yard, which is not 
to be done without written consent from the Secretary of the Navy. I have reason to believe that there 
is no doubt of the governor’s having signed this bill, which, when a law, will, I trust, answer the purpose 
desired as to this business. Should it be deemed important that an act of cession should still be obtained 
from the State to the United States, application for that purpose can be made to the next legislature 
with all the advantages of deliberate preparation. ‘ 

Their present session ends to-morrow, which left no time for the attempt this year. It would, more- 
over, have hazarded the measure already accomplished to have embarrassed it by connection with the 
other. 
I beg leave to request your order on the Treasury for the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, for 
my extra professional services in this transaction; and remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, C. J. INGERSOLL. 


The Secretary of the Navy. 





Extract of a letter addressed to C. J. Ingersoll, Esq., United States district attorney, Philadelphia, by the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Marcu 28, 1818. 


I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 23d inst., enclosing a copy of the act of the legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania, suspending the former arrangements for opening streets through the Navy yard, 


at Philadelphia. 





Navy Deparrment, April 21, 1818. 


Sir: I transmit to you, herewith, the papers received from a committee of the district of Southwark, 
relative to the continuation of Federal street to the water, which, it appears, will take off from the Navy 
yard an angle of the land on the northwest corner. 

I request you to ascertain correctly the quantity of ground, in square fect, thus to be separated, and 
to state to me fully the effects which it will produce upon the general accommodation and convenience of 
the Navy yard; and how far, in your opinion, and the joint opinion of others, whom you may think proper 
to call upon, it would be expedient to comply with the request, and the injury, if any, which may affect 
the public interest. In addition to which, I wish to know the estimated value of the ground; how it is 
proposed to pay for it; and the increased necessity arising therefrom to build the wall on that side the 
whole extent of the Navy yard; and how far the proceeds of the land to be disposed of will cover the 
expense of building the whole wall around the Navy yard. You will be pleased to communicate the 
object to the gentlemen of the committee, in order that the subject may be fairly understood before a 
definite answer be given to their application. 

By order of the Secretary of the Navy. B. HOMANS. 

Commedore ALEXANDER Murray, Commanding Naval Officer, Philadelphia. 





Navy Yarn, Philadelphia, April 29, 1818. 


Sm: I should have replied earlier to your letter of the 21st, respecting this Navy yard, as relates to 
the communications enclosed therein from the committee appointed by the corporation to solicit of you 
the grant of a continuance of Federal street through this yard. 

I have had a meeting with the committee yesterday, and also some respectable citizens, to examine 
the premises, and, I believe, I fully convinced the gentlemen that, should that street be continued, 
it would most materially cramp us as to the remaining space, and nearly ruin the yard; but, to deal 
with them in the spirit of accommodation, to make the district some recompense for the streets which 
they have lost, and to prevent all future collision or disquietude on the subjeet, I have proposed to grant 
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them, with your approbation, ten or twelve feet to widen Prime street, which is too narrow. at present, 
for, in case of fire on the opposite side, our buildings might be in danger; and in order to give an easier 
entrance from Federal street into Prime street, we have proposed to take off the corner of that and 
Front street, fifty feet each way, as will appear by the returned draft. These arrangements will not 
prejudice the property, as you will observe by the dotted lines on the draft, and be satisfactory to the 
parties concerned. 

To open Federal street would take off 25,000 feet. The gore left between the northern side of Fede- 
ral and south side of Prime street would contain 12,500; to widen Prime street twelve feet, and to take 
off the northwest corner each way, that is, fifty feet on Front, fifty feet on Prime street, would take off 
7,670 feet. As to the value of the ground yielded, that must be assessed by a jury. 

Should this arrangement meet your concurrence, it would be of great importance to the yard if you 
will consent that a wall should be built without delay, at least on Prime street, as the old fence is quite 
decayed, and no security against intruders. 

Very respectfully, sir, your most obedient, A. MURRAY. 

Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 





Nayy Deparruent, May 8, 1818. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, with a sketch of the strip of land on the plot of the 
Navy yard, which it was considered advisable to cede to the committee appointed by the corporation, 
to enable them to widen Prime street, I agree to the proposition, and authorize you to take the proper 
measures to have the said strip of land valued by a jury, and make such terms for the payment as will 
enable you to run a brick wall of feet in height the whole length of Prime street, from the water to 
Front street. The fence on Front street may be so repaired for the present as to keep out intruders and 
others from the Navy yard. When the value of the ground to be ceded shall be fairly estimated, I request 
you to ascertain the amount of cost for the brick wall, in order to see how far the land will pay for it, or 
how far exceed the value. 


I am, respectfully, &c., B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 


Commodore ALEXANDER Murray, Commanding Naval Officer, Philadelp ia. 








Navy Yarp, Philadelphia, June 25, 1818. 

Sir: Having written several times on the subject of necessary improvements to this yard, which has, 
in some measure, been delayed for want of information from the board of commissioners of this district, 
I have at last received their letter on the subject, which I beg leave to lay before you for consideration. 
The sentiments therein expressed, I think, are liberal and just, and hope you will decide in favor of them, 
and that you will direct us to commence the operation without delay, as the old enclosure affords us no 
security, and giving up the small slip of ten feet on Prime street is of no moment or loss to the yard, 
but adds to its security by giving us a wider street, and separation from the opposite buildings, in case 
of fire, and will be the means of preventing all future collision of parties; I trust you will accede to this 
proposition. 

It is true, that the other sides of this site are, in some measure, in better repair, but there is a 
necessity for an entire wall all round the premises; we shall then be secure, and ultimately it will be a 
saving to the United States. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient. servant, A. MURRAY. 


Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 





PHILADELPHIA June 20, 1818. 


Sir: Having seen a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to you, which has arisen from 
one we did ourselves the honor to write to him by direction of the board of commissioners of the district 
of Sotthwark, and supposing one of the objects for which we were appointed can be obtained through 
you, we take the liberty of stating to you the purpose fur which we were appointed, and the justice and 
equity of our request. On the application to the legislature of this State, by the agents of the United 
States, for the vacation of the streets that run through and intersect the Navy yard, the corporation of 
the district, with a liberality and zeal that at that time was thought praiseworthy, unanimously for- 
warded to the legislature a recommendation of the application, and requested their immediate represen- 
tatives in that body to forward the views of the United States with their votes and influence, under the 
impression that Federal street would not be included in the vacation. The commissioners, finding the 
street (which is of most importance to the district, and, as they thought, least important to the Navy 
yard) vacated, could see no prospect of redress but in the justice and liberality of the general govern- 
ment, and directed the undersigned to address the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, and endeavor 
to obtain the opening of Federal street, and, if we failed in that, to procure the widening of Prime street. 
In pursuance of this duty, we addressed a letter to the honorable Secretary, to which we have received 
no answer, but which we presume has produced his communication to you on that subject. 

We conceive the United States are bound in justice to open Federal street, it being so very impor- 
tant to the district, unless it is of such vital importance to the naval establishment that it must not be 
done. If so, we must submit, particularly as the arm of law is (by our confidence) taken from us, and 
placed in the power of the general government. You will please, sir, tu recollect that, at the time the 
commissioners recommended the vacating the streets through the Navy yard, the district had the legal 
right to said streets, without making any compensation, and that the purchase was made for the United 
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States, subject to the district having this right, yet the commissioners never once thought of asking 
compensation for giving up said streets; this was from a desire to aid the general government, as well 
as from a belief that the location of the Navy yard would be an advantage to this district. It has been 
intimated to us that the honorable Secretary of the Navy is willing to widen Prime street, as a com- 
promise for Federal street, on condition the ground should be valued and paid for; how very different 
this, from the act of the commissioners! We can only reply to this, that the commissioners have no funds 
that they can appropriate to such purposes, without a breach of the act of incorporation, As all appro- 
priations for opening new streets, roads, &c., by law fall on the county commissioners, they, not being 
interested, and perhaps not bound by law, will refuse to pay for widening this street. Now, sir, from 
your knowledge of how much more importance Federal street would be to this district than the widening 
of Prime street, and when you consider the conduct of the commissioners in this business, we confidently 
trust that your interest with the honorable Secretary of the Navy will be used for the widening Prime 
street without requiring any compensation. 

We are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient, humble servants, 
J. M. LINNARD, 
PHINEAS ELDRIGE, 
JOHN TURNER, Jr, 

Committee. 

ALEXANDER Mvrray, Esq., U. S. Navy, Philadelphia. 





Navy Departvent, July 14, 1818. 

Sir: In the letter addressed to you on the 8th day of May last, authority was given to you to cede 
to the committee, appointed by the board of commissioners of the district of Southwark, a strip of land 
for the purpose of widening Prime street, on condition that the value of the land to be ceded as aforesaid 
should be ascertained, and the amount thereof paid to this Department. Since that time, your letter of 
the 25th ultimo, enclosing a communication from the said committee, has been received; and the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, after proper deliberation upon the subject, and considering the liberal course pursued 
by the corporation of Southwark, has given his assent to the cession of the said strip of land, for the 
purpose of widening Prime street, without requiring from the corporation any compensation; and you 
are hereby authorized to take the necessary measures for the accomplishment of this object. The state 
of our appropriations will not justify at this time the erection of a wall around the whole premises, but 
you will please to furnish an estimate of the length, height, and probable cost ofa wall of brick, running 
the entire length of Prime street, from the water to Front street, and it will be decided whether the same 
shall be built during the present season. 

By order of the Secretary of the Navy. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
BENJ. HOMANS. 

Com. Arex. Murray, Commandant U. S. Navy Yard, Philadelphia. 





Navy Department, August 23, 1823. 

Sir: The item of $703.50, in your requisition of the 19th instant, to pay bills rendered by the collector 
of taxes, requires explanation, The claim is entirely new to me, and I request that you will furnish me 
with information as to the grounds on which such a charge is made against property belonging to the 
United States. ; 

I am, respectfully, &c., SMITH THOMPSON. 


Gro. Harrison, Esq., Navy Agent, Philadelphia. 


Puitapepmta, August 25, 1823. 

Sir: So many years have elapsed since taxes were assessed and paid by me by order of the Depart- 
ment that I cannot immediately lay my hand on my early vouchers, but they shall be forwarded to you 
with as little delay as possible. I well recollect to have resisted the payment for a long time, when it 
was finally ordered they should be paid. 

1 am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, GEO. HARRISON, 


To the henorable Smirn THompsoyn, 


Navy Department, March 15, 1824. 

Sir: Let the taxes assessed on the United States Navy yard at Philadelphia be paid, but with an 
explicit statement that the payment is not to be considered as an admission of the right or propriety of 
demanding it. This subject will be investigated as soon as leisure will permit. 

We are not subject to the same inconveniences elsewhere, and it would be better to abandon the 
yard and station altogether than to submit to it much longer. 

I am, very, &c., SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 


Gerorce Harrison, Esq., Navy Agent, Philadelphia. 
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PuitapELpHta, October 26, 1824. 

Sir: I have received your circular of the 21st, and its enclosure; and, in compliance with your order, 
I submit the following in relation to the several inquiries embraced in the resolution. ° 

By an act of Congress, 25th February, 1799, provision was made for constructing docks for the con- 
venience of repairing the public ships and vessels, under the direction of the President. In pursuance of 
this act a site was purchased in the district ‘of Southwark, and conveyances were executed, vesting the 
property in the United States. It does not appear that the executive of this State was consulted, 
consent asked, or obtained. The conveyances were made from several individuals direct to the United 
States, as will appear from the following: 

One deed is dated 20th January, 1801, from William and John Allen, of the State of New Jersey, 
of one lot or piece of ground containing in breadth, on Front street, 9 perches 44 feet, and in length or 
depth about 46 perches, to the river Delaware. 

One other deed, dated 20th February, 1801, from Anthony Morris, of this city, conveying a piece of 
ground containing, on Front street, and adjoining the above, 14 perches 10 feet, and in length or depth 
676 feet, into the river Delaware. 7 

One other deed, dated 20th February, 1801, from Luke Morris, of New Jersey, conveying a lot con- 
taining, on Front street, and adjoining the above, 9 perches 17 feet, and extending into the Delaware. 

The foregoing three lots being on Front street 33 perches and 53 feet north and south, and extending 
from east to west into the Delaware. 

Application was made in the year 1801, to the legislature of this State, to vacate Swanson street, a 
street running north and south, and to be extended through the Navy yard, but it was rejected. A 
second application was made in 1818, when a law was passed on the 23d of March, suspending the 
previous laws relative to the laying out of the streets in the district of Southwark, and declaring that no 
strect, lane or alley shall at any time be opened within the said Navy yard, without the consent, in 
writing, of the Secretary of the Navy for the time being, first had and obtained. 

This embraces all the circumstances, relative to the real estate held for naval purposes within the 
limits of this State, that it is in my power to communicate. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient, GEORGE HARRISON. 


To the Hon. S. L. Sovruarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





Navy Department, January 28, 1825. 

Sir: The Navy yard at Philadelphia is regularly taxed by the State, or corporation of the city, every 
year, and the government is obliged to pay from $400 to $700 on that account. 

This is a grievance which has already done much injury to the establishment, and will hereafter do 
more. It is the only instance in which the same inconvenience exists. 

Is it not possible, through your instrumentality, to obtain such a law from the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, now in session, as will avoid it for the future? 

1 am, very respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Hon. Joseph Hempuiii, in Congress. 


A similar letter was, on the same day, addressed to the Hon. D. H. Miller and Hon. 8. Breck. 





Wasuineton City, January 29, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of yesterday, on the subject 
of the tax paid on the Navy yard at Philadelphia. 

We have no State tax in Pennsylvania; nor does the authority of the corporation of Philadelphia 
extend so far south. 

I presume the tax to which you refer must be levied in pursuance of a regulation of the “district 
of Southwark,” under authority derived from the State legislature, which, of course, cannot be annulled 
without the consent of that “district.” Unfortunately, the people of Southwark at present entertain 
unfriendly feelings toward both the Navy yard and State legislature, in consequence of a refusal on the 
part of the latter to pass a law authorizing a street or streets to be opened through the former, for the 
purpose of extending improvements along the river Delaware, below the Navy yard. I will, however, 
with pleasure, use my best exertions to effect a remedy of the grievance of which you complain. If you 
are certain that no tax is imposed on either of the other Navy yards, I presume it will go far toward 
effecting the object in respect to that at Philadelphia. 

I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, D. H. MILLER. 


Ifon. Saws L. Sovutnarn. 





Wasnineton, January 31, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th of this month, stating 
that the Navy yard at Philadelphia is regularly taxed, and asking whether, through the instrumentality 
of the State legislature, this property may not be exempted from taxation. 

The taxes in question are altogether of a municipal character, because we have no State tax; and 
there are, on our statute book, laws exempting certain real estate from corporation and other taxation. 

I have sent to the legislature six copies of your letter, with a request that the gentlemen to whom 
they were addressed would take the subject into immediate consideration. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, SAMUEL BRECK. 


Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 
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House or Representatives, February 7, 1825. 
Dear Sir: I forwarded the note you sent me, relating to the taxation of the ground at the navy yard 
in Philadelphia, to the members of assembly from the city of Philadelphia, at Harrisburgh. 
I remain, your obedient servant, 
JOS. HEMPHILL. 
Samvet L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Puitapepputa, March 12, 1825. 
Srr: I received the enclosed notice this day. Mr. Collector Snyder is anxious to touch his 
commissions. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient, 
GEORGE HARRISON, 
To the honorable Samvet L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


“Fepruary, 14, 1825. 
‘“‘In conformity with the provisions of the act of assembly, entitled ‘An act relating to taxes on 
certain real estate in the city and county of Philadelphia,’ 


“ NOTICE. 

‘You are hereby notified that the following taxes are due and unpaid on certain real estate, situate 
in the district of Southwark, in the county of Philadelphia, assessed in the name of the United States, 
to wit, the navy yard and buildings: 

County .. eoeereeree ere e eee eee eeeseeereeeeeseeeeseeeeeeeee e+. eCeeeeeeeeseeeeeeernesesreseseee $201 00 


Fee Ee ene. See eR Ew Sees swabs eee GAS BRESG SAS SEK ORK RES eos 274 70 





———___— 


$475 70 


———— 











‘‘And that, if the said taxes are not paid to me before the first day of April next, the same will be 
registered, and that an addition of six per centum will be charged thereon until paid, according to the 
provisions of the act of assembly, passed on the third day of February, 1824, entitled ‘An act relating 
to taxes on certain real estate in the city and county of Philadelphia.’ 
‘‘My residence is No. 271 South Second street, county of Philadelphia. 
‘ “GEORGE C. SNYDER, Collector. 
‘‘GrorceE Harrison, Esq., Navy Agent. 


< 


‘Received Saturday morning, March 12, 1825.” 


Navy Departent, March 16, 1825. 
Sir: You are hereby authorized to pay the taxes due on the United States Navy yard and buildings, 
as per notice enclosed in your communication of the 12th instant. 
I am, respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Gerorce Harrison, Esq., Navy Agent, Philadelphia. 


Navy Department, April 4, 1826. 

Sir: By a letter from you, dated January 29th, 1825, I was informed that you would use your best 
exertions to relieve the Navy yard at Philadelphia from taxation. May I beg the favor of you, to inform 
me what means were used and the result. . 

I wish the information to enable me to answer the resolution of the House of Representatives on the 


subject. 


I am, very respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Honorable D. H. Mitier, House of Representatives. 


Wasurneton City, April 5, 1826. 

Sir: In reply to your note of yesterday, I have to state that, in conformity with your request that I 
would use my exertions to have the Navy yard at Philadelphia exempted from taxation, I enclosed a copy 
of your note to me to the speaker of the house of representatives of Pennsylvania, and also wrote to 
several other members of the legislature, recommending a compliance with your wishes, but am not 
informed what measures were taken in relation thereto. I am, however, inclined to believe that if the 
subject was brought before the legislature, it was not finally acted upon. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, D. H. MILLER. 


*Hon. S. L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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PuiavELpuiA, April 20, 1826. 


Sir: The Philadelphia chamber of commerce, having observed a proceed ng in the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States instituting an inquiry ‘ whether taxes have been imposed or paid on the 
Navy yard near the city of Philadelphia,” conceived it a duty to express an opinion on the impropriety 
of this property being subject to taxation under the authority of the State; this opinion, together with an 
assurance that so far as the influence of the chamber extends there will be an exertion to prevent it, I 
have the honor to enclose in an official copy of a resolution which passed the chamber this day. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient and very humble servant, 
ROBERT RALSTON, President of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 
Honorable Samvuen L. Sournarp. 





Puivapetpuia, April 20, 1826. 


The chamber having reason to believe that the establishment of a Navy yard in the port of Philadel- 
phia is calculated to promote not only the general interests of the city, but also its commerce, have 
observed with solicitude that un assessment for taxes has been made or contemplated to be made on the 
property belonging to the United States in this establishment, a measure which may lead to injurious 
consequences; it is, therefore, 

Ste olved, That in the opinion of this chamber there will be a great propriety in exempting from taxa- 
tion the grounds, with the improvements thereon, occupied by the United States, within the enclosure of 
the Navy yard, and that so far as the influence of this chamber extends it will be exerted with the State 
authorities to procure such exemption. 

True extract from the minutes of the chamber of commerce, of the city of Philadelphia, at a meeting 


held this day. 
JOHN VAUGHAN, Svcretary. 
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ON THE PROPRIETY OF CAUSING THE REMAINS OF THE LATE CAPTAIN O. H. PERRY 
TO BE REMOVED TO THE UNITED STATES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 4, 1826. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who were directed by a resolution of the House of 
Representatives, of the 6th day of February last, to inquire into the propriety of causing the remains 
of the late Captain O. H. Perry to be removed to the United States, reported: 


That they have considered the subject referred to them by the said resolution, and they are of opinion 
that no legislative act whatever is necessary to accomplish the object of the resolution. It does not 
appear that any application has been made, on behalf of the relatives of the late Captain Perry, to the 
Navy Department, for the purpose of removing his remains, and the committee do not doubt that, when- 
ever any such request shall be made, it will be promptly complied with. As no appropriation can be 
required for effecting the object of the resolution, it being within the power and discretion of the govern- 
ment already, whenever an application for the purpose shall be made from, or on behalf of, his relatives, 
(and whose wishes on this subject should, in the opinion of the committee, be expressed or known, before 
the Navy Department could, with propriety, take any step for the purpose, ) they are of opinion that it is 
inexpedient to act further on the subject of the resolution, and recommend that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject referred to them by the said resolution. 
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ON A CLAIM TO COMPENSATION FOR THE USE OF CERTAIN PATENTED IMPROVEMENTS 
IN SHIP BUILDING. 


COMMUNIC 4TED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 6, 1826. 


Mr. Storrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of John Thomas 
and John L. Sullivan, reported: 


That the said John Thomas represents in the said petition that he has invented certain improvements 
in the building of ships—in framing them so as to prevent decay, in planking, and in various other 
respects, and that he is also the inventor of certain labor-saving machines, and of improvements in rail- 
way docks, for many of which said inventions and improvements he alleges that he has obtained patents 
from the United States. He further states that some of these inventions and improvements have been 
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used in the naval service of the United States, and that they are all of great utility, and deserving of the 
patronage of Congress. He prays that Congress would grant him some equitable compensation for the 
use and benefit of his patented improvements, and for the remainder of the term to which his exclusive 
privileges extend, if they shall be found from experience to be of utility; antl the said John L. Sullivan, 
who alleges that he is interested in the said application, joins with the said Thomas in the said petition. 

The said petition is unaccompanied with any proofs or authentic documents relative to the allega- 
tions therein contained, and the committee recommend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from the further consideration of the 
said petition, and that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition. 





No. 316. [Isr Sessioy, 


19rH Concress. ] 





ON A CLAIM TO PAY AS A SEAMAN, WITHHELD FOR ALLEGED DESERTION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 6, 1826. 


Mr. Storrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition and papers of James 
P. Durand, reported: 


That the said James P. Durand represents that he was a seaman, enlisted into the service of the 
United States in the year 1804 for the term of two years; that he served out the said time, and for some 
months afterwards, and returned from the Mediterranean service to the United States in the ship Consti- 
tution, in the fall of the year 1807, the said ship having then arrived at the port of Boston; that she was 
ordered round to New York, and the petitioner went on shore the day before she sailed and did not return 
to the ship before she left Boston, on the next day; that he took passage on board a brig (the Betsy) 
bound to France, but intending to touch at New York; that she was blown off the coast, and went direct 
to France. The petitioner now alleges that he did not intend to desert from the Constitution, but that 
on the night before the ship sailed he was engaged in a frolic, overslept himself next morning, and in 
consequence thereof the Constitution sailed without him. 

The committee are of opinion that it is not satisfactorily shown what the intention of the petitioner 
was in going ashore and absenting himself from the ship, and that it is not expedient to give any relief 
in this case by act of Congress, and recommend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition and papers. 
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ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF INCREASING AND REORGANIZING THE MARINE CORPS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 6, 1826. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who were directed to inquire into the expediency of 
increasing and reorganizing the marine corps, reported: 


That the present number of privates in the marine corps, authorized by law, (act of 3d March, 1817, ) 
is seven hundred and fifty, and the distribution of the corps is exhibited in the document accompanying 
this report, marked No. 1, C. Since this return was furnished, requisitions have been further made on 
the said corps for men to serve in the Macedonian, Vincennes, and Lexington, which are ordered to be 
fitted for sea. The committee are of opinion that the public service indispensably requires that the num- 
ber of privates in the said corps should be augmented. The marines now serving at the Navy yard can- 
not be withdrawn from their duties without serious inconvenience and injury to the service, and the 
number of them now on duty at the said yard is not more than adequate to the duties required of and 
necessary to be performed there. The committee respectfully refer the House to the commnnication of 
the Secretary of the Department of the Navy, of the 3d of May, instant, and the correspondence accom- 
panying the same, as showing the urgent necessity of increasing the number of privates in the said corps 
at this time. It does not appear to the committee that the public interest requires any augmentation to 
the number of officers. They are of opinion that the additional number of 200 privates will be fully 
adequate to the demands of the service, and have directed a bill to be reported for that purpose. 





Navy Department, May 8, 1826. 


Sir: That you may be fully apprised of the situation of the marine corps at the present time, I have 
the honor to transmit to you copy of a letter received from the commandant of that corps, and also of 
my reply to the same. 


I am, respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Hon. Henry R. Storrs, Chairman Naval Committee, House of Representatives. 
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Heap-Quarrers oF THE Marine Corps, Washington, May 2, 1826. 
Sir: I have to report that the marine corps has now rather more than its legal strength, and that 
uards are to be furnished for the Macedonian and Vincennes, and the guard of the Brandywine to be 
completed, fifteen of her guard having been detained in the Mediterranean to supply deficiencies in 
the squadron, by order of Commodore Rodgers. You are already acquainted with the condition of the 
guards at the different navy yards, and of their inadequacy to the protection of the public property 
within them. 
It is a duty I owe to myself, as well as to the public service, to make this statement, in order that no 
responsibility may rest on me in case of any public loss from this cause. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, Lieut. Colonel Commandant. 
The Hon. Samvet L. Sournarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


P. S.—I received a letter yesterday from Colonel Smith, saying that the Vincennes would require a 
guard in a few days. I am unabie to furnish it, as the corps is now distributed. Unless one of the 
guards at the yard is removed, it is impossible to supply the guard. 





Navy Department, May 3, 1826. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 2d inst., reporting the situation of the corps, and the difficulty 
of supplying the guards required by the vessels now fitting for sea, Should no provision be made for 
the increase of the corps before the end of the session of Congress, I shall direct two or more of the 
guards at our Navy yard to be broken up, and supply their places by watchmen. 

In the meantime, no order can well be given on the subject. You will delay furnishing a guard for 
the Vincennes, and may, if necessary to provide for the Lexington and Macedonian, take part of those in 
the Brandywine. Their places may be supplied before that vessel is ready for sea. 


I am, very respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Lieut. Colonel A. Henperson, Commandant Marine Corps, Head-Quarters. 
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Distribution of the marine corps. 
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At head-quarters. 


One sergeant major, one quartermaster’s sergeant, one drum major, one fife major. 
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ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF CONSTRUCTING DRY DOCKS FOR REPAIRING SHIPS-OF-W AR, 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 8, 1826, 


Mr. Bartiett, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the communication from the 
Secretary of the Navy, of the 30th of March last, relative to the expediency of constructing at one or 
more of the navy yards of the United States, a dry dock, for receiving, examining, and repairing 
ships-of-war, reported: 


That they deem the subject one of very great importance to the interests of the nation. They coincide 
fully with the views of the Department as to the necessity of the construction of dry docks, as well for 
convenience, as economy in the repairs and preservation of our navy. But the committee are of opinion 
that such work cannot, with propriety, be commenced, until more accurate and minute information shall 
be obtained of the proper location, extent, and cost of such docks as our service may require. They, 
therefore, recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 


Resolution directing surveys and estimates for dry docks. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States cause an examination and accurate survey to be made, 
by a skillful engineer, of a site for a dry dock, at the Navy yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, Brooklyn, New York, and Gosport, Virginia, and that such engineer be required to 
state the dimensions necessary for such docks, the advantages of each of the above named places for such 
establishment, the objections that apply to either, with a detailed estimate of the expense of a suitable 
site, and of constructing a dock at each of said places; and that the President be requested to communi- 
cate the same to Congress in the first week of the next session. 

(This resolution passed both Houses of Congress, and was approved by the President the 22d of May, 
1826. ) 





197TH ConereEss. } No. 319. [2p Sesston, 








ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, SHOWING THE CONDITION OF 
THE NAVY IN THE YEAR 1826. 


COMMUNICATED, WITH THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, DECEMBER 5, 1826. 


The following report is respectfully submitted to the President of the United States by the Secretary 
of the Navy: 

On the 2d January, 1823, the law entitled ‘An act to lincrease the navy of the United States ” 
authorized the building of four ships, to rate not less than 74 guns each, and six ships to rate 44 guns 
each. 

On the 29th of April, 1816, the law entitled “An act for the gradual increase of the navy of the 
United States” was passed, and authorized the building of nine ships, to rate not less than 74 guns each, 
and twelve ships to rate not less than 44 guns each, including within these numbers one 74 and three 44 
gun ships, authorized by the preceding act. By these two laws, therefore, twelve ships of not less than 74 
guns, and fifteen ships of not less than 44 guns, were directed te be built. 

Of these twelve 74s, seven have been launched, and five are in various stages of forwardness. Of 
the fifteen 44s, one was burnt on the stocks in the Navy yard at Washington, in the year 1814, and may 
be considered as replaced by the one lately purchased; four have been launched; seven are on the stocks; 
and the frames of the remaining three have been contracted for. (See paper I, accompanying the report 
of the Navy Commissioners. ) 

By the law of the 2d January, 1813, $2,500,000 were appropriated; by that of 29th April, 1816, and 
a subsequent law of 3d March, 1821, $8,000,000 were appropriated to carry the object of those laws into 
execution, amounting in all to $10,500,000. The appropriation of $8,000,000 included a previous sum of 
$600,000 for ‘‘the purchase and supply of a stock of every description of timber required for ship building 
and other naval purposes.” This appropriation expires with the present year. It was not founded on 
any specific estimate of the cost of building and equipping the number of vessels authorized, and is not 
sufficient to accomplish the object. What addition may be necessary, there are not competent means 
within the reach of the Department at this time to ascertain with accuracy. Nothing more, however, will 
be required during the next year, as there remain, of the former appropriations, about $800,000, which is 
more than can be usefully expended. 

At the time of the passage of the law of 1816, there were three ships of the line, the Independence, 
Washington, and Franklin; four frigates of the 1st class, the Constitution, United States, Guerriere, and 
Java; and three of the 2d class, the Congress, Constellation, and Macedonian. These, added to the num- 
ber authorized by the law before mentioned, and the frigate purchased in August last, under the authority 
of the law of 17th May, 1826, will give, when they are all completed, twelve ships of the line, seventeen 
frigates of the Ist class, and three frigates of the 2d class; to which may be added the Fulton, which 
is used at present as a receiving ship at New York. 

There are also in our navy two ships of 24 guns each, the Cyane, captured in 1815, and the John 
Adams; and four sloops-of-war of 18 guns; to these were added, by the law of 3d March, 1825, ten sloops- 
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of-war, to carry not less than twenty guns; making, when completed, sixteen vessels of nearly the 
same class, and which may be ranked under the denomination of sloops-of-war. There are also four 
schooners of 12 guns, and three other vessels used as receiving ships. 

In the report from this Department, of the 2d December, 1825, it was stated that three of the sloops- 
of-war authorized by the act of the 3d March, 1825, would be completed within the year. Since that time 
those three have been finished, and are now at sea. One has been recently launched; will be immediately 
put in commission, The others are far advanced, and the whole would have been entirely completed if 
the contractors for certain portions of the materials had not produced disappointment, by failing to com- 
ply with their contracts within the times specified. They will all be launched during the next year, and 
may be ready for sea in six weeks after launching, if no difficulty should be experienced in procuring 
seamen. (See paper I.) 

From this statement it will appear that the whole naval force, authorized by law, consists of twelve 
ships of the line, (exclusive of two on Lake Ontario, ) seventeen frigates of the 1st class, three frigates of 
the 2d class, sixteen sloops-of-war, four schooners of 12 guns, and 3 other vessels. The whole of these, with 
the exception of three of the frigates, could be prepared for active service at sea in a few months, should 
the situation and interests of the nation demand their employment. For their names and other particu- 
lars I refer to paper I, and Naval Register of 1827. 

By the law of 9th March, 1814, ths sum of $500,000 was appropriated “for the purpose of building, 
equipping, and putting into service one or more floating batteries, adapted to attack, repel, or destroy 
ships of the enemy which might approach the shores or enter the waters of the United States.” This law 
was executed in part by the purchase of one steam engine, and the building of one vessel, the Fulton. 
In other respects it has been unexecuted, in consequence, it is presumed, of the peace which soon suc- 
ceeded its enactment. 

By the 3d section of the law for the gradual increase of the navy, passed in April, 1816, the Presi- 
dent was authorized to cause to be procured the steam engines and all the imperishable materials neces- 
sary for building and equipping three steam batteries on the most approved plan, and best calculated 
for the defence of the ports and harbors of the United States. The frames of the three vessels have been 
procured; two of the engines with all their appurtenances, and part of the third engine purchased. 

The steam engines and vessels procured were of the best construction known at the time; it is 
probable that others, of more approved form, both for economy and power, might now be obtained. 

This is a subject to which it is presumed legislative attention will, before long, be directed. By the 
law just referred to, it is manifest that Congress, at the time of its passage, looked to this species of 
vessels as an efficient means of protection for our ports and harbors; and subsequent experience and 
improvements have justified the opinion. 

The powerful agency of steam has been constantly yielding, both in point of economy and skill, to 
the improvements of the age, and there can now be little hazard in anticipating that, at no very distant 
period, it will be employed in propelling a large number of the vessels used for the protection of the 
maritime frontiers of all countries; and in none can they be used with more advantage than in this. The 
peculiar formation of our coast, harbors, and estuaries renders them an indispensable addition to the 
line of fortifications and defences which the nation is constructing with such prudent forecast. 

A minute detail of the employments and services of our armed vessels at sea does not seem to be 
required. The year has presented few incidents which are uncommon, of deep interest, or requiring 
legislative action. It may be truly said of all our squadrons, that they have enjoyed good health, have 
faithfully performed the duties entrusted to them, doing credit to the skill and patriotism of our officers, 
and justifying the expense to which the nation is subjected in supporting them. Paper M furnishes a 
list of the vessels in commission, with their stations. It will be perceived that few changes have been 
made in the vessels employed in active service. 

The frigate Brandywine and sloop-of-war Erie have returned from the Mediterranean; the former to 
relieve the frigate United States; the latter is in ordinary, and her place will in a few days be supplied 
by the new sloop-of-war Warren, Master Commandant L. Kearny. 

The West India squadron has been diminished: Ist. By the sale of the brig Spark, she being so far 
decayed that it ‘‘was not for the interest of the United States to repair her; 2d. By placing the 
schooner Fox at Baltimore as a receiving vessel, she being in such a state that she could not any longer 
be profitably employed as a cruising vessel; and, 3dly. The store ship Decoy has been sold, such arrange- 
ments having been made as rendered her no longer useful. 

The Brazilian squadron remains the same as at the close of the last session of Congress, consisting 
of the Macedonian, Cyane, and Boston. 

The Pacific squadron has not in any respect been changed, but the Brandywine and Vincennes are 
on their passage to relieve the frigate United States and sloop-of-war Peacock. It was the purpose of 
the Department to add to the relief squadron the sloop-of-war Lexington, but other employment became 
necessary for her, under the resolutions of Congress. That vessel has been employed in a cruise among 
the fisheries, and in the melancholy, yet grateful duty of removing the remains of Commodore Perry, and 

will now be sent, for a time, to the West Indies. 

. In obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 18th of May last, directing 
“that the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to ‘cause the remains of Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry 
to be removed from the Island of Trindad, in a public vessel of the United States, and to have the same 
conveyed to Newport, State of Rhode Island,’” the Secretary of the Navy, as soon as a vessel could be 
commissioned for that purpose, and at as early a day as the safety of those employed would permit, 
dispatched the sloop-of-war Lexington, under the command of Master Commandant William B. Shubrick, 
with such instructions as were supposed proper on an occasion so interesting to the national feeling, and 
with a letter from Mr. Vaughan, the British minister in this country, to the Governor of Trindad, to both 
of whom the thanks of the Department are due for the facilities afforded in accomplishing the object. 
Master Commandant Turner, who was with Commodore Perry at the moment of his death, and attended 
his funeral, was directed to accompany Master Commandant Shubrick. Information was also given to 
the relatives and friends of Commodore Perry, in Rhode Island, that they might be enabled to make 
suitable preparations for receiving and paying funeral honors to his remains. The Lexington sailed from 
New York on the 12th of October, and I am this moment apprised that she reached Newport on the 27th 
of November. The instructions and correspondence of the Department on this subject, with the report 
of Master Commandant Shvbrick, are annexed, marked N. 
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The squadron in the Mediterranean has remained under the command of Commodore Rodgers, and 
been actively and usefully employed in cultivating the friendship of the powers bordering on that sea, 
and in affording protection to our commerce and interests. Some extracts from his correspondence, 
marked O, will explain the nature of the services of the squadron, and the manner in which they have 
been performed. . 

The presence of a respectable naval force in that quarter is demanded by our growing commerce, 
and by the continued and perhaps increasing dangers to which it is subjected by the present state of the 
contest between Greece and Turkey. Several of the vessels will return home in the course of the year, 
but their places will be supplied by others. Private letters just received prove that piracies of the 
worst kind are daily increasing, and that our force cannot safely be diminished. 

The squadron in the Pacific has continued to be useful to the interests of the nation. The termi- 
nation of active war between Spain and the South American governments bordering on that ocean has 
relieved our commerce from some of the evils under which it suffered; but, the unsettled state of the 
governments and people, with the mass of individuals who have been thrown out of employment on the 
land and the water, expose it to others which require the presence and active exertions of a competent 
naval force on the whole coast, from California to Cape Horn. 

Commodore Jones, one of our most experienced and prudent officers, has been ordered to succeed 
Commodore Hull in the Command of the squadron, and, should the force already sent not be sufficient to 
protect our interests, an addition to it will be made if practicable. 

Our extensive interests in every part of the Pacific, and the difficulties which not unfrequently 
occur in the neighborhood of many of the islands, render the occasional presence of a public force among 
them very important It was the intention of the Department that Commodore Hull should, previous 
to his return, visit the Society and Sandwich Islands, look to the interests of our commerce there, 
acquire a better knowledge than is now possessed, both of its extent and necessities, and of the best 
means and mode of defending and promoting it. But his duties on the coast have forbidden him to be 
absent; he has, however, under the orders of the Department, dispatched, at different times, the Dolphin 
and Peacock, to accomplish those objects as far as practicable. The report of their cruises has not yet 
reached the Department. 

Information was received of war between Brazil and Buenos Ayres, soon after the Cyane sailed, in 
December last, which rendered an additional number of vessels there necessary. These were provided 
under the act of appropriation of 5th April, 1826, and the new sloop-of-war Boston, Master Commandant 
B. V. Hoffman, sailed on the 11th April; the frigate Macedonian, Commodore Biddle, on the 13th June. 

The presence of this force in that quarter has been essentially useful, by the relief which it has 
afforded to our vessels and fellow-citizens in many cases, and by the impression which it has produced, 
that, if assailed, protection was at hand. 

The Emperor of Brazil established a blockade of an extensive coast, resting solely upon principles 
which have been uniformly resisted by our government; its operation has, to a great degree, been coun- 
teracted by the interposition of our officers, as will be seen by the accompanying correspondence, 
marked Q and R. 

The view of our interests in the West Indies, so far as they are connected with the services of the 
navy, is more gratifying than at any time during the last four years, The zeal, enterprise, and skill of 
our officers, which received commendation in the last annual report, have continued to merit it; and it is 
satisfactory to add that not one case of piracy, within the range of the cruising grounds of our squadron, 
has been brought to the knowledge of the Department. The health of the officers and men has also 
received strict attention, and has been preserved to as great an extent as on any other station. (See 
paper S.) Commodore Warrington has been invited to the Navy Board, and Captain Ridgley appointed to 
succeed him. 

The benefits resulting from the cruise of the schooner Porpoise over the fishing grounds at the 
northward, during the last year, confirmed the propriety of sending a vessel, during the late fishing 
season, to perform a like service. Master Commandant Shubrick, sailed in the Lexington for that pur- 
pose, from New York, on the 12th June, and returned on the 4th September; having in the meantime 
examined the greater part of the coasts and shores frequented by our fishermen. His reports, a copy of 
some of which accompany this communication, show that much good has resulted from the attention of 
government to this important interest of the nation, and that it will be well not to relax on this subject. 
More diversified and extensive benefits are not produced by the employment of any one of our public 
vessels. (See paper T.) 

A law of 3d March, 1825, appropriated $100,000 for the establishment of a Navy yard and depot on 
the coast of Florida. By the report from this Department, of 2d December, 1825, Congress was informed 
of the measures which had been taken to execute the law, and of the selection which had been made. 
Since that time the yard has been laid out, the wharves, buildings, &c., located, and the whole are satis- 
factorily progressing under the superintendence of the Commissioners of the Navy. There still remain 
unexpended about $60,000, which will be insufficient to complete the whole, as the erection of works in 
that portion of the Union is very expensive. 

On the 10th day of May last a letter was directed by the chairman of the Naval Committee of the 
House of Representatives to the Secretary of the Navy, inquiring ‘whether the arrangements made by 
the Department for executing the act of the 29th April, 1816, for the gradual increase of the navy, would 
be injuriously interfered with if the building of one of the frigates authorized by that act should be 
suspended for the present, and the timber for her frame secured, and the government be authorized to 
purchase, in lieu of such frigate, for the naval service, a ship of equal or rather superior force, if the 
same can be procured for the United States on advantageous terms.’ This letter was received and 
answered the 12th of that month. On the 17th May a law was passed, authorizing the President ‘to 
cause the building of one of the ships to be suspended, and to cause to be purchased a ship of not less 
than the smallest class authorized to be built.” 

In the execution of this law, the Secretary of the Navy, on the 29th of May, appointed Commodores 
Bainbridge, Chauncey, and Jones to examine two vessels, then lying at New York, with as little delay 
as practicable, and furnish a full report of their state and qualities, with an estimate of their value. On 
the 21st of June they reported that they had examined the two ships, and thought the one called the 
Liberator the best adapted to the public service of the United States; that from her form and dimensions 
they should judge favorably of her qualities, and estimating her value at $233,570.97. 
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Controversies having arisen between the persons interested in the vessel, which were submitted to 
arbitration, some delay took place in making the purchase, but instructions were eventually given to the 
Navy agent at New York to lay the papers before the district attorney, and obtain from him an opinion 
as to the right and power of the arbitrators to transfer the title to the United States. In obedience to 
instructions, and with the approbation of all persons concerned and interested in it, he made the purchase 
for the sum estimated as the value, and the vessel is now at the Navy yard in Brooklyn, N.Y. She is a 
valuable ship, calculated to perform much service, and will be fitted for sea in a short time. The papers 
relating to the execution of this law will be found annexed, and marked U. 

In compliance with the joint resolution of the 22d May, requesting the President to cause an exam- 
ination and accurate survey to be made by a skillful engineer of a site for a dry dock at the Navy yard, 
at Portsmouth, N. H., Charlestown, Mass., Brooklyn, N. Y., and Gosport, Va. Loami Baldwin, Esq., was 
employed to make the necessary surveys and examinations. He has been diligently engaged in the work, 
and it is hoped that he will be able to make his report in a few days. As soon as it is received, it will 
be communicated, together with the instructions under which he acted, and the views of the Department 
on the subject. 

In the act making appropriations for the support of the navy for the year 1826, there is an item of 
of $10,000 for a survey of the harbors of Savannah and Brunswick, in Georgia, Beaufort, in South Caro- 
lina, and Baltimore, in Maryland, ‘with a view to ascertain the practical facilities of those places for 
naval purposes.” In the execution of this law, a survey was commenced, under the superintendence of 
Captain R. T. Spence, and, after his unexpected and lamented death, was committed to Master Command- 
ant Claxton, then upon the Baltimore station, with the aid of Lieut. Sherburne and other officers. 

A report upon the subject, accompanied by a chart, has been made to the Department, but is not now 
communicated, because the surveys of the other places mentioned in the law have not been completed; 
and it is believed to be more correct to present the whole at one view. 

The remaining surveys are progressing, under the superintendence of Lieut. R. F. Stockton, and will 
be finished with the least practicable delay, when they will be presented, with that of Baltimore. 

The correspondence marked W will show the situation of the African agency and slave trade. 

It was anticipated, at the commencement of the year, that a large number of Africans would be sent 
to the agency, but a delay in the decision of the claim to a part of them has hitherto prevented. This 
delay has occasioned a great expense to the United States, but no remedy is perceived. Brought to this 
country by no act of their own, there is no principle of justice on which they can either be made slaves by 
the government, or turned loose among our fellow-citizens to suffer, They must be carried somewhere 
out of the limits of the United States, and a more economical mode does not seem practicable. 

On the Ist of January, 1826, a balance of $32,401.63 remained of the appropriation of $100,000 made 
in 1823, which was earried to the surplus fund; but a reappropriation of $32,000 was made during the 
last session; of this sum $22,220.81 have been expended, leaving a balance at this time of only $9,779.19, 
which it is believed will not be sufficient to meet the existing and necessary claims upon the fund during 
the ensuing year. Another appropriation will therefore be required. 

It is probable that, in a few weeks, the question respecting the Africans in Georgia will be deter. 
mined, in which event there will be from 100 to 160 in that State, and about 15 from Louisiana, to be 
sent to the agency, for whose reception provision has been made. 

No vessel has been dispatched to the coast of Africa for several months, until within a few days. It 
was the purpose of the Department to order the brig Spark on that service; but, upon her arrival from 
the West Indies, she was found too much out of repair, and consequently sold. The schooner Shark, 
Lieut. Otho Norris, left Norfolk about a week since, with orders to remain one or two months, as occasion 
may require, and afford such protection to the agency as its situation shall demand, After performing 
this duty, the Shark will cruise a short time in the neighborhood of La Guayra, and then resume her station 
in the West India squadron. 

In the report of the President at the commencement of the last session of Congress, and in other 
communications from the Department, several evils under which the marine corps and the naval service 
labored, and which could only be relieved by legislative interference, were exhibited, in the hope that a 
remedy would be provided. It would be unnecessary, and perhaps improper, to renew the representa- 
tions respecting them. Reference is made to the views and opinions heretofore expressed, and it is 
respectfully added that the marine corps and the service still continue to feel, sensibly, the necessity of 
a remedy for some of the inconveniences there suggested. 

A few subjects of importance are not mentioned in this report, because they must hereafter be pre- 
sented to Congress, in answer to resolutions passed, and calls made, during the last session. 

Paper X contains a list of the officers of the navy and marine corps who have died since the 2d 
December, 1825. 

Paper Y contains a list of resignations during the same period. 

Paper Z contains estimates for the service of the navy and marine corps for the year 1827. 

Respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Navy Department, December 2, 1826. 





M. 


* 


List of vessels of the United States navy in commission, their commanders, and stations. 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. 


North Carolina, 74 guns ............... Commodore John Rodgers. 
Constitution, 44 guns.............--.. Captain D. T. Patterson. 

Ontario, 18 guns .........+eeeeeee++-+ Master Commandant J. B. Nicholson. 
Warren, 18 guns .........++02+++2+++. Master Commandant L. Kearney. 
Porpoise, 12 guns ...............+++++ Lieut. Commanding Benjamin Cooper. 


92k 
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IN THE WEST INDIES. 
Commodore Charles G. Ridgley. 
Master Commandant J. Wilkinson. 
Master Commandant A. Claxton. 
Lieutenant Commanding W, K. Latimer. 


Constellation, 36 guns.. 
John Adams, 24 gun8.......6.ecccccee 
a ee eee rrr ee 
Grampus, 12 GUNS ......eeseceeseeeees 
IN THE BRAZILS. 

Commodore James Biddle. 

Captain Jesse D. Elliott. 

Master Commandant B. V. Hoffman. 


Macedonian, 36 guns... 
Cyane, 24 ZUnS.....ccccccscccvevccees 
Boston, 18 Guns .....ccccseccccccccces 


IN THE PACIFIC. 


United States, 44 guns ................ Commodore Isaac Hull. 
Peacock, 18 guns ........eeeee++ee0++- Master Commandant Thomas Ap Catesby Jones. 
Dolphin, 12 guns ............+++-e+++. Lieutenant Commanding John Percivial. 
Brandywine, 44 guns........+.+........ Commodore Jacob Jones, to relieve the frigate United States. 
Vincennes, 18 guns.......+-..++ee+++- Master Commandant William B. Finch, to relieve the Peacock, 
ON SPECIAL SERVICE. 

Master Commandant William B, Shubrick, 

Lieutenant Commanding Otho Norris. 


Lexington, 18 guns... 
Shark, 12 Guns ...cccccsccccvessccseces 





N. 
RESPECTING THE REMOVAL OF THE REMAINS OF COMMODORE OLIVER H. PERRY. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Navy Department, September 8, 1826. 


Sir: As soon as the U. 8S. sloop Lexington, under your command, can be prepared for a cruise of two 
months, you will proceed to the Island of Trinidad, to perform the duty prescribed by the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, of which I enclose a copy. 

On your arrival at Port Spain, you will communicate to the proper authority in the island the object 
of your government in sending you, and request permission to remove the remains of Commodore Perry. 

Having obtained the permission, you will receive them on board the Lexington, with your colors. 
half-mast, and a salute suited to the rank which Commodore Perry held in the navy of the United States. 
Your colors will remain half-mast so long as you continue in the harbor, 

His friends at Newport, R. I., have been apprised of your departure, and will be ready to receive the 
body. 

On your arrival at that place you will again wear your colors half-mast, and when the body is taken 
from the vessel fire another salute, and, with your officers and men, unite in such funeral services as may 
be performed by the citizens of that place; after which you will return to New York. 

In selecting you for this deeply interesting duty, the Department relies with confidence on the 
exercise of your correct judgment and feelings, and expect that you will discharge it in a manner suited 
to the respect due to the memory of Commodore Perry—to the feelings of his friends—and to the national 
gratitude for his patriotic services, and the national pride in his pure fame. 

I enclose to you extracts of a letter from an officer in the navy, who was present at the burial of 


Commodore Perry, which may be useful to you. 
I am, respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Captain Witu1am B. Sausrick, commanding U. S. Sloop-of-War Lexington, New York. 


Navy Department, October 17, 1826. 


Str: I beg the favor of you to have the enclosed letters delivered to the mother and widow of Com- 


modore Perry. Their object is to announce to them the time when the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives will probably be executed. 

Captain Shubrick, in the Lexington, has sailed to Trinidad, and will probably arrive in Newport, 

He is commanded to deliver them to the friends of Commodore 


Will 


with the remains, in about 40 or 50 days. 
Perry, and to unite in the funeral services which may be performed by the citizens of that place. 
you do me the favor to give such information as may be proper and necessary on the subject? 


I am, respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL. L. SOUTHARD. 
Hon. Dutee J. Pearce, Newport, R. I. 
Navy Department, October 17, 1826. 
Mapam: The House of Representatives of the United States, on the 18th May last, passed a resolution, 
instructing the Secretary of the Navy to cause the remains of Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry to be 
removed from the Island of Trinidad, in a public vessel of the United States, and to have the same con- 


veyed to Newport, State of Rhode Island. 

The duty to be performed was of a character not to be unnecessarily postponed; and I have at the 
earliest moment in my power devoted the Lexington, commanded by Captain Shubrick, to its discharge. 

He is directed to bring the remains to Newport, and deliver them to the friends of Commodore Perry, 
and will probably arrive there in forty or fifty days from this time. 

I rely with confidence on the correct judgment and feelings of Captain Shubrick, to discharge this 
service in a manner suited to its interesting character; and I rejoice that the remains will be received by 
those who will best know how to pay that respect which private affection and public gratitude demand. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


We 


Mrs, ExizaBetH Perry, Newport, R. I. 
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Captain Wm. B. Shubrick to the Secretary of the Navy. 


Newport, November 27, 1826. 

I have had the honor to announce to you my arrival in this harbor, with the remains of the late 
Commodore Perry. , 

My letter of the 13th ult. informed you of my departure from New York. 

I anchored in the Gulf of Paria, after a passage of seventeen days, on the evening of the 31st, and 
on the Ist of November got up to Port of Spain. On anchoring, I addressed a letter (a copy of which 
accompanies this, marked A) to the governor, and, that evening, received the auswer marked B. «On the 
morning of the 2d, after exchanging salutes with the fort, I waited on the governor, who expressed his 
readiness to afford me every facility in the execution of my commission, and his wish to have the remains 
attended, on removal, with such military honors as I might think proper. As the commodore had been 
interred in the most splendid manner, by the same governor, I thought it most proper to decline any 
further parade, which I did in the most delicate manner. The governor, however, caused a car to be 
prepared especially for the purpose, and to be drawn from the cemetery to the wharf by his own carriage 
horses; his secretary, and other members of his family, giving their personal attendance. 

At the wharf, the remains were received by the boats, with a proportion of the officers and crew of 
this ship. During the time they were rowing off, I caused minute guns to be fired, half-masting the 
colors at the firing of the first gun. 

The remains were received on board under a salute from the marine guard, the officers and men 
uncovered, and the music playing a dead march. 

On the afternoon of the 3d, I addressed a letter (copy marked C) to the governor, and at 10 o’clock, 
on the morning of the 4th, the wind being favorable, I got under way, and made sail from the harbor, the 
fort saluting me with 17 guns, which I returned with a like number. 

I received from Captain Turner the most ready and important assistance, in disinterring and getting 
on board the remains; and it is, in a manner, owing to his exertions, that I was enabled to leave Trinadad 
in so short a time, which was very desirable, the rainy season not being over, and the place, consequently, 
sickly. My return passage has been longer than I expected, owing to frequent calms in the Caribbean 
sea, and a succesion of northwest gales on the coast. 

The Lexington having, for the last six months, been almost constantly at sea, and in every variety of 
climate, requires to be thoroughly overhauled before going on another cruise. 





A. 
Captain Shubrick to Sir Ralph James Woodford, Governor and Commander-in- Chief of the Island of Trinidad. 


Unirep Srates Suip Lexineton, November 1, 1826. 


] have the honor to make known to your excellency the arrival in the harbor of Port Spain of the 
United States ship Lexington, under my command. 

Having being charged by my government with the melancholy duty of conveying to his native 
country the remains of Commodore Perry, | have anchored in this harbor for that purpose; and I pray 
that your excellency will enable me to carry into execution the views of my government, by granting me 
permission to disinter and take from the island the said remains. 

I have the honor to forward herewith a letter for your excellency, entrusted to my charge by his 
Majesty’s minister near the Government of the United States. 





B. 


Copy of aletter from Sir Ralph Woodford, Governor of the Island of Trinidad, to Captain William C. Shubrick. 
Sr. Ann, November 2, 1826. 

I have had the honor to receive your letter of the Ist instant, acquainting me of your arrival, in the 
United States ship Lexington, for the purpose of receiving and conveying ta,his native country the 
remains of the late Commodore Perry. 

In conceding the request, made in the name of your government, I have to assure you of my 
readiness to afford every assistance to the object of your commission that you may consider to depend 
upon me, 

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of his Majesty’s minister at Washington, 
entrusted to your care, and to express the satisfaction it will afford me to receive you at my residence 
during your stay in the island. 





Cc 
Captain William B. Shubrick to Governor Ralph James Woodford. 
U. S. Sup Lexineton, November 3, 1826. 
Having received the remains of the late Commodore Porter on board, I am about to leave the harbor 
of Port Spain, and I avail myself of this occasion to express to your excellency my sense of, and 
to tender my thanks for, your kind attentions during my stay at the island under your excellency’s 


government. 
] shall take great pleasure in making known to my goverment the generous facilities afforded me by 


your excellency in the execution of my melancholy commission. 
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O. 
COPIES AND EXTRACTS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF COMMODORE JOHN RODGERS. 


Extract of instructions from Commodore John Rodgers to David Deacon, Esq., commanding United States 
sloop Erie, dated— 
U. S. Sui Norrn Carouina, Port Mahon, February 18, 1826. 

The United States Ship Erie, under your command, being ready for sea, I have to desire that you 
proceed with her to the Archipelago for the protection of our commerce in that sea, and particularly that 
to and from Smyrna, which is so important as to forbid its being neglected, in the present state of the 
war subsisting between the Turks and Greeks, for a single day. The season of the year is rapidly 
approaching when danger is most to be apprehended from such small craft as have hitherto committed 
piracies among the islands of the Archipelago, under the Greek flag. 

On leaving this, in order to obtain such information as will enable you to afford the most effectual 
protection to our trade, you will proceed direct to Smyrna, where, on your arrival, I would) recommend 
your consulting our consul, Mr. Offley, by whose advice and information you will be able to afford it the 
most ample and extensive protection. 

In the performance of your duties your own judgment will point out to you the necessity of abstaining 
from, yourself, and preventing in all others under your command, the commission of any act which might 
tend in t e slightest degree t> compromit the neutra ity of the Un ted § . tes. 

Should it be found unsafe to permit vessels to leave Smyrna without convoy, you will afford it to 
such a distance west of the Island of Serigo as to ensure their safety, returning again to Smyrna as 
soon as the nature of the service you are on, and the information you may receive from any other quarter 
requiring your attention, will permit. 

Extracts of a letter from Captain David Deacon to Commodore John Rodgers, dated— 
U.S. Su Erie, Smyrna, March 18, 1826. 

In compliance with your order, bearing date 18th February, 1826, I proceeded with this ship for the 
Archipelago, and have great pleasure of informing you of my safe arrival, with all the American vessels 
I have met with, at this anchorage. 

On the Ist of March, fell in with, supplied with fuel, and took under convoy the American brig 
Seaman, belonging to New York, bound to Smyrna. 

On the 7th, fell in with, supplied with water, and took under convoy the American brig Smyrna, 
bound to Smyrna. 

The Greeks have retaliated on the Austrians by capturing three vessels said to be loaded with 
stores for the Turks; this happened a few days ago, at Milo; two Greck brigs boarded the convoy under 
two Austrian brigs; the Austrians told the Greeks that if they persisted they should fire into them; the 
Greeks answered, very well, they were ready to return it; the Austrians then called on a Dutch frigate 
for assistance, but the Dutchman declined interfering; in the meantime the Greeks carried the Austrian 
merchantmen over to Napoli di Romania. 1 overhauled one of the Hydra cruisers in the Bay of Smyrna; 
he had boats ont capturing everything Turkish; [observed to him the vessels astern were my convoy, 
and Americans; he said we were then good friends, and he would always treat them well. 


Exrtract of a letter from Commodore John Rodgers to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U. S. Sui Norrn Carouna, Gibraltar Bay, May 13, 1826. 

The Erie, if her crew will not consent to re-enter for a longer term, and which I am led to think 
very doubtful, [ shall be obliged to send to the United States, the necessity of which I shall regret, par- 
ticularly at this time, as the war between Greece and the Porte seems now to be drawing to a crisis; 
and unless Russia declares war against the latter, (as some think she will,) or England and the principal 
continental powers interpose as mediators between her and the Ottoman government, (as others seem 
inclined to believe they will do,) the unfortunate Greeks will be obliged, it is thought, to have recourse 
to increased acts of piracy, and, in this event, that the commission of such acts will not be, as heretofore, 
confined to small boats only. 

Should such a change take place prior to my departure for the Archipelago (for which T shall 
depart to-morrow) as to render the presence of more than a sloop-of-war necessary, [shall leave the Con- 
stitution there, with tle Ontario, until the affairs of Greece assume such a shape as to permit one or 
both of these vessels to be drawn from that quarter, without risk. It is confidently believed, if the 
Greeks lose Missolonghi, that they caunot maintain themselves in the Morea, and that, in such an event 
taking place, they will be obliged to seek refuge among the barren islands of the Archipelago, where, to 
avoid starvation, a large portion of the population will necessarily be forced to turn pirates. 


Copy of instructions to Master Commandant John R. Nicholson, United States ship Ontario, from Commodore 
John Rodgers, dated— 
U.S. Snip Nortn Carorwxa, Harbor of Milo, August 21, 1826. 

In the present state of the war between the Porte and Greece, it has become absolutely necessary 
that one vessel-of-war, at least, should be kept in the Archipelago, for the protection of our commerce; 
and, in consequence thereof, Iam induced to assign to the Ontario, under your command, that duty. 

In the performance of this service you will have a delicate part to act. It will be expected of you 
to exercise much vigilance, and, at the same time, much discretion; for whilst, on the one hand, you will 
be required to afford to our merchant vessels trading in those seas the most ample protection the force 
under your command will admit of, it will be equally expected that you abstain from meddling with the 
affairs of either of the partics at war, from giving to other nations (beyond what your duty requires in 
the suppression of piracy) the protection of our flag, and from intermingling its name, or identifying its 
character or our commercial interests, with those of any nation, in any way that might compromit our- 
selves by affecting the neutral position we have hitherto sustained, and which it is the desire of our 
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government most earnestly still to maintain. You will keep me informed of your own proceedings, by 
every opportunity that offers, as well as of everything of a political nature that may transpire in this 
quarter, which you may think it desirable for me to be apprised of. 

Mr. Offley, our consul at Smyrna, with whom you will confer from time to time as to the mode most 
likely to ensure to our commerce the necessary protection, will, on your requisitions, furnish such few 
stores and provisions as you may stand in need of, to pay for which, and to meet the other necessary dis- 
bursements of the ship, I have furnished your purser with bills on London to the amount of £1,000 ster- 
ling—calculated to produce about $5,000—and $4,000 loaned him by my authority, by the purser of this 
ship, together making about $9,000, exclusive of the funds previously remaining in his hands. When 
there are no American vessels at Smyrna requiring convoy, you will do well by spending a portion of 
your time at Milo, and occasionally running out as far as Cape St. Angelo and Cerigo, to meet and afford 
protection to such as may be bound to Smyrna, Until the warm weather is over, I would advise your 
not remaining at Smyrna for any length of time. 





Copy of a letter from Commodore John Rodgers to the Hon. the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U.S. Sup Nortu Carorina, Port Mahon, September 11, 1826. 

My letters of the 25th and 28th June last, from Smyrna, by the brig General Boliver, bound to Bos- 
ton, will have made you acquainted with the movements and proceedings of the squadron, up to that 
time, and this, together with the accompanying communication, dated at Vourla, the 18th of July, (marked 
A,) but which I have had no opportunity of sending until now, will put you in possession of its move- 
ments and employment subsequently to that date. On the 22d of July, three days after my return to 
Vourla from an excursion to the Dardanelles, with this ship, the Constitution, Ontario, and Porpoise, 
(for the particulars of which permit me to refer you to the accompanying letter of the 18th of July,) the 
Krie joined me, having been employed, during her separation from the other vessels of the squadron, in 
conveying the brig General Bolivar clear of the islands. On the 10th of last month, finding the term 
of service of the crew of the Erie was about to expire, I dispatched her under orders to communicate 
with the consulates of Tripoli and Algiers, and to proceed from the latter place to Mahon, there to 
replenish her provisions and water, and wait my arrival for orders to return to the United States. On 
the 11th, the day after the departure of the Erie, I sailed with this ship, the Constitution, Ontario, and 
Porpoise, for the Island of Milo, and taking a circuitous route, by Mytilene, Scio, Negropont, and Cape 
Colonna, arrived and anchored at Milo on the 15th, at which, as the communication between the Morea 
and it is more frequent than with any other island in the Archipelago, I continued until the 21st ultimo, 
for the purpose of obtaining the latest and most correct information possible, in regard to the actual 
situation of Greece, before my final departure from that sea. The day I left Milo, after getting to sea, 
I parted company with the Ontario, which vessel I have stationed in the Archipelgo, with instructions 
to her commander, of which the enclosed is a copy, marked B, to protect our commerce in that qaar- 
ter. On leaving the Archipelago, I shaped a course for Malta, having directed Mr. Henry, our consul 
at Gibraltar, to send all letters for the squadron, that might come to his hands, in time to reach that 
place by the first of September. On arriving off Malta, which was on the 29th ultimo, I sent a boat 
in to communicate with Mr. Pulis, our consul, and bring off any letters which might have reached him. 

I now learnt from him that the mail of the August packet, which usually arrives between the 25th 
and 31st of the month, was still due, and thinking it probable that Mr. Henry might have received letters 
from the Department for me, during my absence, and have forwarded them by the packet, I made sail for 
Mahon, accompanied by the Constitution, leaving the Porpoise to wait the arrival of the packet, until the 
8th instant, to bring such letters as might have been forwarded by her from Gibraltar. 

I reached this port yesterday, in company with the Constitution, where I found the Erie, she having 
arrived here six days before. 

The enclosed copies of Captain Deacon’s letter, and the letters of Mr. Shaler and Mr. Morillo, Nos. 
1, 2, 3, (the latter left by Mr. Anderson in charge of the affairs of the American consulate at Tripoli) will 
show the peaceable footing on which we stand with those two regencies. 

The Erie is now replenishing her water and provisions, and as soon as she is ready for sea I shall 
dispatch her for New York, to receive your orders for the discharge of her crew. 

She is a fine ship, and will require but little expense to equip again for sea; and as the services of 
more than one vessel of her class will be necessary for the protection of our trade in the Archipelago, so 
long as that sea continues infested, as it now is, by pirates, I hope you may find it soon convenient to 
send her, or some other sloop to supply her place, on this station. 

No robberies have, as yet, been committed upon any Americen vessels since the first appearance of 
the squadron in the Archipelago, notwithstanding those of every other nation have suffered more or less; 
even the English and French, of late, have had several vessels plundered, and some of very valuable car- 
goes, notwithstanding the former has six or seven vessels-of-war, and the latter nine or ten in that sea. 

The Austrians, although they keep as many as ten or twelve sail constantly at Smyrna and among 
the islands, have had upwards of fifty vessels plundered during the last six months; in one or two 
instances the crew of the vessel has been murdered. 

After dispatching the Erie for the United States, I shall leave here (on the arrival of the Porpoise 
from Malta) for Gibraltar, to supply the pursers of the several vessels with the necessary sums of money, 
on account of pay for the next six months, and to purchase such few articles of stores as are not sent 
from the United States. 

The officers and crews of the vessels of the squadron have been peculiarly healthy during the past 
summer, there not having been a single death among the officers, and only four, out of upwards of 1,800 
men, since we left Gibraltar. 


Copy of a letter of Wm. Shaler, Exq., enclosing ertract from journal of consulate at Algiers, to Commodore 
John Rodgers, commanding U. S. naval forces in the Mediterranean. 
Aueiers, August 30, 1826. 

I had the honor to receive your letter of the 10th inst., by Captain Deacon. 1, herewith enclosed, 
send you a transcript of the journal of this consulate, which contains everything of any moment since 
your departure from Algiers. I also send, by Captain Deacon, a copy of a book which I lately published 
in the United States, on this country, which please to accept as a mark of my friendly consideration. 
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Extract from the journal kept in the consulate of the United States in Algiers, from the 1st to the 25th, 
inclusive, of August, 1826. 


August 3. Sailed the Algerine squadron on a cruise, consisting of five schooners of 22, 14, and 6 
guns. It is believed they are destined against Spanish commerce. 

August 18. Arrived this morning an Algerine cruiser accompanied by a large ship, supposed to be 
her prize. The Dutch consul was early informed that. this vessel was of his nation, and at 9 o’clock he 
visited the minister of marine and conversed with the captain of the ship. He informed the consul that: 
this vessel, measuring 500 tons, belonged to Curacoa, was owned by himself, a citizen of that island, and 
that her cargo was principally American; that she had sailed from Curacoa to Campeachy in Mexico, 
where she was laden with Campeachy wood, her present cargo, and was bound for Marseilles; and that 
when within 60 miles of that port was captured by the Algerine squadron because she was not provided 
with a Mediterranean pass. The minister remarked to the consul that, according to the ancient usages of 
Algiers, a vessel found navigating the Mediterranean, without this passport, was liable to confiscation, 
The consul replied that the absence of this passport might be reason for bringing in a friendly vessel for 
examination, but furnished no right to condemn. He had examined the ship’ s papers, had found her to 
be the property of a Dutch citizen, and he therefore formally demanded restitution. 

The minister deferred his decision. 

August 19. All the dragomans were called to the marine and directed to invite their respective 
consuls to a divan, to be held to-morrow, to decide upon the legality of the prize, and to be composed of 
the raises, or captains of the Algerine navy and the corps consulaire. 

August 20. At eleven o’clock this morning the consular corps assembled at the marine, where were 
also present the Algerine captains, The minister, addressing the Datch consul, said the subject of the 
prize ship would now be discussed. 

The consul premised, by formally declaring that the legality of a Dutch prize was a question which 
in nowise affected the represent: itives of other powers, and to a decision of which they were not compe- 
tent. But, denying their jurisdiction, the consul did not object to the expression of their opinions, as to 
the nationality of the vessel. Her papers being found to be in the usual form, the consul formally 
demanded restitution. The treaty of Holland w ith the regency was then read, which stipulates that, in 
such cases as the present, the vessel should be liberated, but the ¢ cargo confise ated. This brought the cargo 
into discussion, a part of which appeared to be the property of citizens of the United States. The United 
States consul made a like preliminary declaration as the Dutch consul, of the incompetency of the divan 
to judge a case between the regency and the United States. 

The bills of lading having been examined, the larger part of the cargo was found to have been 
shipped on account of “merchants in Boston. This the consul formally claimed as American property. 
For the lesser part of the cargo he made no demands, as the evidence of its being American property 
was not sufficient, but said that he would write for information, and, if proved to be such, he would claim 
of the regency. 

To the demand of the consul upon the larger part of the cargo, the minister made two objections: 
Ist. Informality; as the bill of lading did not declare the owners to be citizens of the United States. 2d. 
Insufficiency; because this paper did not prove the property to be American. The cargo must therefore 
be detained, till it could be verified by more abundant proof. 

To the first objection the consul replied, that it was not usual or necessary to identify the owners’ 
citizenship; that, in the present case, being merchants of Boston, they were protected by our laws. To 
the second he answered, that commercial usages knew of no other proofs of property laden on vessels; 
that no greater was now required or would be sought. He therefore demanded the restitution of that 
part of the cargo, as being absolutely American property, The minister rejoined, we have suspicions of 
its being Spanish property; if you are assured of its American ownership, give us your personal responsi- 
bility for it, if, eventni uly, it should be ascertained to be Spanish; otherwise. the cargo must be con- 
fiscated. The consul declined this proposition peremptorily. He could not consent to personal responsi- 
bility for what he was bound to protect from official duty, but was willing to give his receipt for the 
property, which by the bill of lading appeared to be bona fide American. 

This being refused, he warned the minister not to confiscate this part of the cargo, as it would 
become his duty to claim it with damages. The minister then requested the Danish consul to pronounce 
the confiscation of the property. It was accordingly declared. The consul at a late hour dispatched his 
dragoman to the patace, to demand an audience of the Dey, which was granted, with the request of his 
highness that it should be held the same evening. 

~ The consul, accompanied by the secretary of the consulate, repaired to the palace at 4 o’clock P. M. 
The consul addressing the Dey said, he was doubtless well informed of all the circumstances connected 
with the prize ship lately brought to this port, and of the grounds upon which a part of her cargo was 
claimed as American. His highness replied, that the only difficulty presented to the restitution of the 
American part of the cargo was the insufficiency of proof to verify it; that he well knew the stipulations 
of the late treaty of Algiers with the United States, for he was not, as other Deys, unable to read, and 
would most scrupulously observe them. If the most precious cargo of the Indies were brought here, and 
proved to be American, it should be csteemed sacred, and immediately restored. But in the present case 
there exist suspicions of the truth of the bill of lading, and which of itself is not sufficient evidence of 
ownership. To assure ourselves, we require of you, as an act of official duty, to give us your personal 
obligation to answer our demands, if the cargo be ultimately proved not to be American. 

To the arguments and demands of his highness the consul replied, that no property floating on the 
seas was accompanied by other or more explicit papers than was the cargo in question; it was fully 
identified as American, and, as such, he claimed it. 

The present controversy of the regency with Spain created no right to vex the property of friends, 
under pretext of searching for that ef the enemy. Whatever suspicions his highness might entertain of 
the ownership, it was not for the consul to remove thei, but by declaring the proof to be legal and 
regular. 

The demand of his highness for the personal guaranty of the consul was inconsistent with the nature 
and dignity of his office. If the property were detained, it would become his duty to report to his 
government, and to the United States naval commander in the Mediterranean, when he would be required 
to claim it with damages. After some further conversation, in which the Dey expressed the elevated 
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sentiments of a just and magnanimous prince, he agreed to liberate the property named, and accept the 
receipt which was this morning proposed to the minister of marine. 

August 21. The minister determined this ‘ning t load the ship in seare i 

August 21. The minister determined this morning to unload the ship in search of any articles not 
expressed in the manifest. He had actually taken off one lighter load, when, upon the representation of 
the Dutch consul, he was satisfied to receive the captain’s declarations to the truth of his manifest. 

The vessel and cargo being liberated, they will sail on the 24th instant. 


Copy of the receipt given by the consul to the minister of marine. 


I, William Shaler, consul general of the United States in Algiers, declare that a portion of the cargo 
of the Dutch vessel, the Curacoa, captured and brought into this port by cruisers of the regency, which, 
according to the bill of lading copied below, appears to be bona fide the property of American citizens, 
has, by order of his highness, the Bashaw, been delivered over to me, in conformity with the sixth 
article of the treaty subsisting between the United States and Algiers. 


BILL OF LADING. 


Shipped, in good order, and well conditioned, by John L. McGregor, per order of Cushing Stetson, on 
board the Dutch ship called the Curacoa, whereof Cushing Stetson is master, now lying in the port of 
Jampeachy, and bound for Gibraltar, and a market, to say: Six thousand seven hundred and twenty 
pounds logwood, for account of Messrs, William Thompson & Co. and Z. G. Lamsen, Boston, being 
marked and numbered as in the margin, and are to be delivered in like good order and condition, at the 
port of discharge, (the dangers of the sea excepted) unto order, or assigns, he or they paying freight for 
the said logwood, with primage and average accustomed. In witness whereof, the master or purser of 
said vessel hath affirmed to twelve bills of lading, all of this tenor and date, one of which being 
accomplished, the others to remain void. Dated in Campeachy, the 18th of May, 1826. Weight not 
accountable; all on board to be delived. CUSHING STETSON. 


ENDORSEMENT. 
Campecuy, May 17, 1826. 
The within logwood is to be held subject to the order of Messrs. Henry & McCall, merchants, 
Gibraltar, until payment be made of two thousand nine hundred and five dollars and eighteen and 
three-fourth cents, being amount advanced by John L. McGregor on said logwood. 
CUSHING STETSON. 
Joun L. McGrecor. 


In testimony of which I have hereunto affixed my hand and seal of office, in the city of Algiers, this 
23d day August, 1826. WILLIAM SHALER. 


Copy of a letter from J. Morillo, Esq., chargé @affaires of the United States consulate, to Captain Deacon, 
United States ship Erie, dated 





Tripotr, August 18, 1826. 

I have received your communication of yesterday’s date, requesting to know the actual state of our 
political relations with this regency. 

In answer to which, I have the pleasure to assure you that our interests continue in the most 
favorable state with the Bashaw and his government. His highness has at all times shown the most 
friendly disposition towards the United States, as well as to me individually, and to every one connected 
with the consulate. 





P 
COPIES AND EXTRACTS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF COMMODORE ISAAC HULL. 
? 


Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaac Hull to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U. S. Fricate Unirep Srates, Chorillos, Peru, December 21, 1825. 

The Dolphin having been dispatched on a long cruise to the Mulgrave Islands, and the Peacock 
having been constantly on service, and it appearing to me of the first importance that the commerce and 
citizens of the United States should not be left without proper protection, whilst our ships are compelled 
to discharge their valuable cargoes in an open roadstead, such as Chorillos, where they are exposed to 
many difficulties from the heavy swell that is constantly setting in, and scarcely a day passes, but some 
of the ships require assistance of some kind. 

For the last eight or ten months there have been constantly in the Bay of Chorillos from ten to thirty 
valuable American merchant ships, with valuable cargoes, lying in a situation where they had no 
protection from the shore, as there is not a gun mounted in the place. 

Situated as our commerce has been on this station, and it having been generally believed that a 
Spanish force would be sent out to relieve the garrison at Callao, and in the event of which, our ships 
would be still more exposed, I hope you will consider sufficient reasons for my remaining here, and not 
having left the station for the purpose directed in your letter. 

The moment the castles of Callao are given up, and our ships can lie in safety in the bay, I shall lose 
no time in visiting Chili, for the purpose of executing your instructions, or before, if it can be done 
consistently with the public interest. 
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Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaac Hull to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U.S. Fricate Untrep States, Callao Bay, December 30, 1825. 

Our commerce is very much exposed, and would be more so in the event of an attempt being 
made by the Spanish government to relieve the garrison at Callao, by sending out a force for that 
purpose; nor should I consider it proper to leave the coast, at the moment the English and French are 
increasing their forces. The French have now eight sail of ships-of-war at Valparaiso, consisting of 
frigates, sloops-of-war and schooners. The British have one line of battle ship, and several frigates and 
sloops-of-war—in all, six or eight sail, and neither England or France have as many merchant ships on 
the coast as we have; under all these circumstances, my present intention is to send the Peacock to the 
Sandwich Islands. Captain Jones is an excellent and humane man, and an intelligent officer; and I am 
sure will do all that can be required of him. 

In the event of his going, I shall furnish him with a copy of your letter, and call his particular 
attention to your wishes. 

The Peacock is now at Valparaiso. By the time she returns, and the Dolphin joins me, some changes 
may take place, that will allow this ship to leave the coast without injury to the service. 

General La Mar arrived last evening from Guayaquil, to take the command of Lima. He is said to 
be an excellent man, and much good is anticipated from his government. I had the pleasure of landing 
him and his family with my boats; and, I have great pleasure in saying, that I am on the best terms, not 
only with the officers of government here, but with the commanders of the foreign ships that are on this 
station; they invariably treat our officers with attention and great respect. As yet, not the slightest 
unpleasant occurrence has taken place between our officers and those of other ships-of-war. 


Copy of a letter from Commodore Isaac Hull to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U.S. Frieate Unitep States, Callao Bay, December 31, 1825. 

I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of the boarding book of this ship, which will show, in 
an imperfect manner, the number and description of vessels that have been boarded, 

Soon after I arrived in this sea, I endeavored to get at, not only the number and description of 
vessels arriving at the different ports, but the amount of their cargoes, and every particular relating to 
them, agreeably to the form of the boarding book, but I found it impracticable; for the captains and the 
supercargoes would not give the information required; indeed, many of them took offence, on being 
asked many of the questions by the boarding officer, and wanted to know what business I had to inquire 
about the cost of their cargoes; and it frequently happened that they would not inform the officer what 
the cargo consisted of; indeed, very few of them would give the information asked. 

The list, however, imperfect as it is, will give you some idea of the extent of our commerce on this 
coast; and have to regret that it has not been in my power to furnish you with a more correct view of it. 





~ 
of 
it~ 


| 
| 
| 


OF THE NAVY. 


rARY 


CRE’ 


x 
4 


E 


a) 
Ww 


x 
4 


TH 


OF 


REPORT 


1826.] 


*B][IUL eves . 


op 

op 

op 

op 
soovyoutnyy 
rostusud [tA 

op 

op 

op 

7 

op 

op 

op 

op 

op 

op 

op 
soultg 
“BIATPICA 

op 

op 

op 

op 

op 
“OUT[VO 
“Oost 

op 

op 
“OULD 


op 
“OUTRO 


“yoyonyUuUNy 


“punog Jou MW 


{ 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


op 


cores ostuaudie A 


“OOVIN) OP WATT 


teeeeees OOSUNIT 


eee es ont 


sees pinbetny 


sees equUsUtG 


OdIXIFT JO “40 


seers BOTY 
li op 
op 

* osruireds@, 


eeeee wolngy 
op 
op 
op 
* os1eivd[ vA 
** Bulg “49 
s*** oosunyy 


. 


eoeeee OoSsI 


* oquinbog 


* osreled [tA 


* * BIULOJIVO 
* -oovqouunyy 


* eLOWly [Vg 
op 

se*yIOT MON 
LOWLY [VT 


eeeee wong 





** oquunbog 


op 


°° OSIUIRE [VA 
ceees UOsOg 


** yIOU MON 


*aBvAOA O[VG AL 


*UlOdJ O19Y AL 


9 


eeeeee 


eeeeee 


eeeeee 


eeeees 


eeeeee 


seeeee 


eeeeee 
eeeeee 
eeeees 
eoeeee 


*suny 








en 
Ol 


! 


ol 
06 | 
06 | 


zi | 
OL 


+ 
ZI | 08z 
EL | 0¢z 
at 


cL 


tL | 
LAL | $c 


eeecee! 


IL 
€L 





© 
- 
t~ 
= 





| st | 


OLE 
00€ 
00g 
093 





| 


"u9]{ 


—Jo roquin yy 





*suOoy, 


! 








| 
' 
jee 
| 











oe 








| 
| 
| 
| 


see eee ewe eens YB AL 
**spood Ap puv ino, 7 
**spood Lip put our, 
US 


Seer eeee eres errs eres 


tt eee eee eees soar 
‘OZrpur puv ood avsng 
‘+ OdIXOP JO vonporg 
*4voy AY 


soe eeeeeeeeces 110 


se ** OF1VO [RIDUOy) 
S9[qUJOSOA pus osoayqyQ 
se eeceeeece op 


***spoos Liq 


eeeeeece 


teeeee norg 
st eeeees OF1VO [VLIUOH 
Oe op 
seeeeeeees spood Lug 
op 

soe) qsRiUg 
**spood Aip pur «nop 


eeeer eres secs 


se eee eee eees asuring 
sete ee eee esos MOTEL 
sees BO000 put 9dIY 
ses OP Spvoiq Sunopiy 
tees e eee eees qgurug 
**spoo# up puv anoyq 
**spooS Aip pur inopyq 

tee eeeeeeees qouring 
* spood Lip put inoyq 
tenet eeeeeees geurug 
ee eer eeeese Aaysiy A 
**+soLipuns pure imo 
**spoos AIp pu® ino] 
*+*sollpuns puv Ino, qT 
teeeeeeeseetio muady 


*Buipey 





s@eee *uo0sog 
***y1O MON 


"49 SuiByyryyD 


B}NOL Cl 


ee weee eres 


eevee uopuo'T 


** oP UsIVY 


eeoee uopuo'y 


** usopl9eqg Y 


see+ punlsuyy 


"9 °S Sylojnvog 


eeeee 


** LOW} [VG 


op 


* uopuo'T 
- op 
CULT 


‘e+ YOK MON 
eeeee uo0zsog 
se) UqqNIITD 
ceeeee uopuo'T 
oe op 


QLOUIT} [UT 
* uoySuu0yg 
*** YOK MON 
++ g10UlypEg 
eeeere Wats 
* VLUIpUBXO|V 
seoees MOIBG 
* Q0U0plAodlg 


* oodseary 


++ ylox MON 
+e eee suoqsog 


*yIoX MON 
** yoyonquuN 


Sui3a0] 


-9q 10 4]INq 101] A 











| 





eere 


eeee 











SL ‘loquavag’ 02 ‘FEST ‘OS Youvyy wows porsod ayy Hburanp ‘apunuwod 


eee 


tereeeees qoqqnay pf [+s 


“PIOMSILD *d PT SON 
tecceeees DINE, asso 
coe ccoseces MOSILIUT 


se * UOsUIqoy 
“O1Ud “TL UW 


"+9 *SuOsMO(] 


eeeree 


*** Saqlog 19puBxXO LY 
eeesee *ODUyG SBVULOTT, 
°OD YF YOuwOY *TL PAL 
ae Sew eeS ** ENOCU ET 
see KalMooIg °¢ PL 
Seeee soos Sued “AL 


seeeveseces GORUNOL 
AE UCT 21 t= 1a 
eeeeeecee op 


seeeeeeeesSSaq uyor 
rere MO UOPA, P Plo 


seeeesiSingg » uvhig 
see esse RIDlOKN SsOUuL 
ceeeees OLYUINE) SULAL 
seees suOqsolIN, “yg 
teeeees LoSog sourne 
1opuy, 
* AOU M YP $}9LGQUy, 
Seeeeees UINBY OVUST 
sores sduiqg y ydoyg 
corees UOT °M °C 
tereeesKpoquag ‘sor 


Ce 


09 YP UOPSuIVD *4 


eeee cece 


ree SIDINnyg 9» yuBtig 


Coees eee ees seeveses 


eeeeoc essere yonqivyg 


“SOUITU (SIOUMG 














alt] 


* £inqpoo 


sees qqgossug 


‘+ PANY *N 


10410q 


ee eereeeeee 


** WOSUIqoYy 


is Cae 
*AUSMOUUOY 
** plaoy *y 
tees uO WOT 


qloqure'y 


*e* gnoq|ty] 


teeees Say 


“Surpied “Ah 


sé uosuyor wy: fl 


s+ Kuspuvy 
83}0q 


+++ -suIyuor UYgor 


* JOUUING SopIvyy 


Ce ee ey 


tee eeee sees CuO 


ses +r0q}0g AluaT] 


* eeeeee* UOSHOIN 


trees [pomsiny 


- souo0r’ uyor 


*fouuog souve 


sees UIAOMOICT 


“* THOVd *M 


af Suosuyor * 44 


*UOFS[OK) AY °C 
, weuyng “Ul AL 


eres SLOMOG 


Seer ereeres 


WIApIVE Y 


Alay) *Y ‘SOT, 


UIMp] Vg *yY 


seeeeees KY 


*OUIVU § 1OzSBI 


‘UNH opvsy ‘sajnjgy papuy aobrf soynjgy payuy ay) lig papwvog sjossaa JUDYILIUL JO ISU] VW 


oe 








re eeee snopng 
WOU “AON 
sees AQa0quy 
sees suODUIRD 
ooee BUNT 
se oatysodty 


‘ud1910A0g [voy 


. 


ser eeesgdopoquy 


*soqiog uvounc 


eeeeee VIUURyLIT 


** VALOUIT 


eeee 


uUldo1H 


see sopuy 


*" UBIANnLO dT 


419 
quoUoIa sy [avy 


seeees Bllaqusy 


UOPSUL [IAA [LUT 


sug 


seeeeessaSog +p diyg 


reese Kouryy 
see Blog BT 
OEE hGH p 
**ZunoX *[o9 
aqoT 
teres UOstIG 


sooeee BIBID 


* YOWopalgy 


** ROLIOULY 


|*suosuoqdayg *q “9 


cose o° niog 
"eee Postal M 


vere BUYS 


se 88 1s0j0g 
AVIV, 


eoree 


180}0g 


sug 
diy 


Sug 
digs 
Sig 


digs 


Sug 


aousptaoig diyg 


ss opnqyytay Sig 


sree o[sugq drys 


| 
*QUIVU 8S, 98894 

















“+7, ysngny 
ae op 
yLysnany 
op 
Aine 
Aine 
op 
op 
Aine 
ounr 
op 
oun 
op 
op 
ounr 
°*F1 
aa) 


eune 
oune 
op 

op 

oune 
"230 AU 
"1g 
“61 
"HL 
IL 


Avyy 
ke 
Avy 
Ley 


=e op 
a op 
sale! op 
oe op 


op 
Av 
29 Avy 
Sup 
Av 
op 
op 
“0g qouvyy 
“PSST 


*papivoq Goy A 





eeoee 
e eens 
eeeee 
ceeee 


op 
op 
eeee 1) 8 he) 
op 
op 


oOoVyoUeNnyy 


“+ op 
“+ op 
-+ op 
** op 
‘> op 
“+ op 
“+ op 
-+ op 
‘+ op 
‘+ op 
‘+ op 
‘* op 
“+ op 
‘+ op 
“+ op 
“+ op 
*+ op 
‘sop 
“+ op 
‘+ op 
‘+ op 
‘+ op 
‘+ op 
‘+ op 
“+ op 
‘+ op 


op 





tM 


eeee OV][VO pm 


op 
op 
osreredye A 


*papivog o10q AQ? 


ce 


Y 
a 


VOL. 








op ee ee accesses eees Seoesvee rege) F0Z reece eres eee eSUOISIAOI [eeercess even uopuo'y eee c90 0 o9 ce 00's 8° OTUORIAT | a i eeeeececvece m0}}Ny{ ee ***qouwig aATIO coseen em Arenuve [ereecererres SOTO 


| 

| | 

| “CZST | 

| 
| 


SO]]WOYD (ssee esse MOOUY ee IL 
8}{NI[VHD seeeeessodotdog 9 &% ZZ 


[No. 319 


see eeeeeeeseregouipung treeeeeseeee ss aU dy eee ererecere eee A110}, 0 oM [ooctesccces 


**YIVIQ [ores sees costidiazag leeeeeesey raqulaeg 
SOgissigeisieie'e'9i99 *3QCROA si9a/e 98:9 e089: MAANDIND Peet eres eres eeereeee te oeee sees coer eeseees 


** FH ayT [eeee sees eeeesadiug |reeeee egy soqurovag jrtseetsseses op 
“00 P YSUN roar [eeeeeeeeeeess UBUD [errr eres ee snMEN [reeeee spy soquooog *** OB]TRG 
see eeneeeeeeeee eens wees [eres teense sessees Leese ereeesen + omtor J. seseeeqy aaqumooag |++eeeeeees sees mas qy 
seeeecrecccces lseeeee soccer lenceeslisccecnssecnssssses cess lsccsesccesssces eves lescnteasececse cscs asscenes seen [eoceseecesececseees las js eeeee sep JOQUIOAON [eer eee sere eres OOUY 
op “ss erydjapyyiqg | & FI 
op ° 


| --suotstaoad put anory seeeees giydpopuiyg 4.00/00: 0:0 a 806e s\Oes eens ess aces seeeee cress OFDUIDPLT jteeeeeeess BOLO see" AIQULOAONT ssesereeeees Op 
pct i Jeveees Pa “2 [ete eee eeee eee es Oost sere eceees TOOUIIAIT cee sydanyy op jeeons > Aydin ey coee ee oRIUIAUT jeeeeees op [atte cree eens op 
op @se'sieen's 0° Oost as aiearersiet OL | OSI eee coer eeeoeros senor jesse sere s* 1OOUIOAIT |eeee cece cece cevece 


| eeeee YVIQVzyy 
op soossosiuudien [esee**| gp | ict | 


eeoeeereeeece op 








op sooo? ostuiud] ua 


eieiecein 9.999 *SUOISIAOL leweeerescevese Wo[v’g ee ee 








ee ee ee ey ee | aan e4 





WOOP [errs ers OOSTG [trtttt eeeees 











. 
. 
. 


o 
ror) 
N 











‘uopaoug "YI sere esssuspMOUS “IY |e 


c 





ee Na 19Q WI9A0 NT ee op 








te eeeee seers SQTIPUNG (eeeees 


| S89 UOPUOT [rere cece cceeecerees UOTJULIY “FT ‘**syooig ‘9 |eeeeeree es KQ10]9A4 paanians op | tereeeees op 
op JeoerenneMaaNee [neeenet ELL [rceeet sees eees eee ponng TT eeeseeeeMIOX MON [eres seeeereeeeeesesseeees dosty tees eeee seomiogyoog [trttesee s+ ssoumny Ee op 





eeee ere op 








ORIG: | *oes ONO |>ses**) ey | Car eabeiiii cane [eAoudy) tees sees + *poodsaavy ii. sory |* oo ss90 829 snr [tet t ee eee eee eomLig Sug ceeeeeee op eeecceoce OD 
OOSIg [eess +++ soyounty — y | 83 jrasceseeeeeersess BODY (sere eeeeeres UOPUOT jecesecccceescvesoeeesssou coay [tess URUIITT “VW [ttre eeeeeeessovong doolg cccccce op Seeeeeese Op 
OZUIL0'T "49 jo °° OZUdIO'TT 48 | r | FI £0Z | sessise ese see's: COTaNENES te eeceee ce so mogsuly S9PAS8S0S96.0:9-89'% * TOM wR OOM cooeoces CURIBTONET |trreeeeeeeesrvatog SUG soccee ar 1340300 CoeSSOS SRT CC C8 OBTIED 

osivied[ vA Pr re rr te Or ee FL | 922 |seeser cece eeesevee s ging thee eeeeeees UOpUOT ° 


[PSA e Rese eRriniesee 104s eanignitel am. |S eneis cers * AuspurT Jeeeeeeeesoomiaqusy 


| | eevee op [rea eee were op 
op jesse * OLOUILY [CET 8 9.40.8 LL 00g POCASR GCSES O MERC e Semece Le eEE “N Sq}nows}Og 


Ov[[etpD oe . 


te eeee esse eepraud [treeeeeeeees CauogT seeeerez — G9qQOJQ [teeteeees 


seer ecee eves souoiy diqg Re 


“oyournyy 
03 19Q0}9O re ee ey op 


. 
. 

. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 





* OLOUTY [VE eEae'® OL IEE eee eccee woes 


**@0lspene |**** tee YPNOUIS}LO g few e wee rere cere sare eee eses ones cee re-eaeie * Begs 


. 
. 
. 
q 


leweeteeesseeers (* F808 
| Peewee ewes Sees sees esses eres ore8 eee eeeee tee esses woes 
| 


| 
eee eee eee eee lr eee ere eee seer tosses eens eee eee ee ee ey 
| | 
| 
| 


AERA RRA: BOS OC8 Ser eas, 4 BONOIOA | 4 22% eee we op 


| 
oyouniy seeeeeeeees coStug [tteeee roy JOGO [tees eeeeeees Op 


op 
oulltg 


Saas) | | 





ile a ha 9 191 [sae ni9.950:0 09 8 eeee* OOSIG seeeereses 100dI0AIT 
tees ostesudie, | SG tL WIT leeee eee eeee 
sees sostuaudiay | 3 6 | 9st | 
sone eneee* OORT P 9L StS fonsseuines 


see eeeceeee coos souOstINAy yug [streets tes (OMsIyg 


**solipung sees es vrydjaprpiyg 


ttteeeeeecseseessog m Lassuyy yw reret: 
**Spood AI [eset esse ess 8UBAT [occeccccccceccces 


se UazOOU AL 


AFFAIRS. 


teeeeeees quaplsolg coeeeerT 19904909 [teeeen sucece op 
Fests 2e ee 19q0}9O eeeeeerereeee op 





cooeee UBIGIOD [oreecereeees JaqUNET |eereeeeess *plodoay 











a | * oPUOTIPAVNSY one's Ga ee 00 joodiaary [ses sans eece nese ease imaaem Mm [reer sees Surparg TAM [ooeo sees sUBLANIEg ae. 1240390 ‘dia eeeeccee OD 
a LessesiesGOgtT | ees) 9 60S [ccccct esse ees** Sotpung (eee*°** vIqdopuyigg fiaiviniers Sie:sie/-siaie\s/6/8.ai0 QOGLt Te AZO sees ecceoes NIOT [°° °*OOUDINVTT SOUIVL? [aeneseng 19Q0JOQ |eeeeseesees* Op 
RS PIVAMIIT OT, |eeee ee +++ Oost | 9 OL IGL [otter steeeeeeeess OOSig sree eeeeeees uOpuory |soceeseeeecers cesson Y wosnog ssesessuosppoudoy [rere eesssodopaqay Sug [esses sp 1940}00Q) locee ccccecce op 


op 





se *QLOUIIY[ VG YP re 3 OSPF Foe 28 96-06.0.0:0' 9 ® GATIDIIES eeeeeee 
*yoodseary j****°") @L | LOT 


** QLOUIT}[V |. eeeee cere coee 


"*uog Y ]jouUOg 


Pee weet ees sees es eres sees 


roeeees UOT OAL 
seeeeers quvynbip 


OV[[vD 


. 
. 
. 


NAV 


seeees OFIUO [VIIUIH |s*°8*%*+9** OOdIVALT 





covcocs cocess OUR T eeeeeee op ee) op 
ost 


+s oqouny seek ee 9 EC see mem eee sree eases vene Osea seee0ee8 TONTOT 3 





Sog y siaqyorg 
eeee eres oece eevee *saqlog *XOLV Jeveees 


seers ydanyy 


"PLOT “TY 
seeeeeeeeeeeeeeres Koisog soup [sees ekUQ Ty uyor 


reeeesosuqg AAayY Oe | 1990490 
jteeeeerozgaqmiaydag terteereeees op 


See eee oUSUGRAL seeeee ene raquiaqdag 


eee eerrerce op 





OB[ITD |-- 
UOJUUVD jeeee 


cooooe ANl0g YWON Rex, SERED [teeter eeness op 
| 
| 
| 


*eeesaqiog urvoung 


se volny | Z Il ole 


Seen e eee Cece POTINUNG |eeecieeiens * QUT} | V 





| 

*ssouounyy jeseess L | Fe Jsseeeeeseeseesse ong, oes eeee suoopioay 
| eeeer eee eee op 
| 


op soeeeessOuoUnyy] pete + IL OLE seeeeeesescosssnoosd LIQ Tees eeescces UOPUOT [eres cere tecerceree eres cece weve seescooocooeKudinwy vee e eee eee BIUOALT teeeee ey z raquiaqzdag seeeeeesooes ON 
op Mtns * + °QOMMMNG [oh8 +5} a9hbe ences reeset ercessessecescees |secccceseesecsccece levee eres asccerssssesancses ones [nseveseesseseeseses loses eeeees oOBOSN IT, seeeereg Joquiazdag |++eesereeeee op 
op sees oouyouenyy | f 9% LEP ‘Melhiiea at oe heats © OR MOK Te SRE SAA MAR NR ROTTS 9 VAs SSE eee SAREE cooeoccoos BOLIIMY ceeeeee op seer eset eore op 
2 teeeeeeees OOS pemeenay 9 0¢ soee coos cose QIUaIpPIUNsy [oose.ece0 e889 TONgor [SPARRO OO ORT CRER OSE SOMOS TAMBED [eee Renee SOR TIABOTT | aeeces eens 


op sees ees OuoUnTy 


N 
= 
_ 
oc 
= 


****o90RGO} pus OVIY |eeceees 


** oLOUIy Ug 


 youssayy vge [teeters eee PP ayog [rere eens 


unoypog “Buy seeeoeoeeree ce DOUBT [secs cece 


** epvurg secesesez = qsngny 


| 
** AJOAUT SOE 74 qsnsny [oresercccces op 
eaaetesKdens op 


r 
OB][®D eeee ees ouounyy |eeeere €L | 6G eoee sooo ° OorL puv INOL ee eee viydjopeiqg 


: 
> 
3} 
o 
2 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


. ounydo Nn diyqg OT qsnsny eocccecvecccccs OBI[RD 











suny) | *uoyT | *suOy, | 


*SuiSuoy 


j 
| -0q 10 4]INq O10 AL "SOM (SIOUMG “OMB §,104SV IY *OMUVU 8, [9889 4 *papivog uot Ay *popazvog o10q AA 
} 
| 





*punog JoyIIY A\| *WOIy L0G Ay 





*Surpury 





—Jjo Joquin 




















738 


*pouulyuor —pap.voq SJISSIr JUDYOLIU fo #8?) V 














oO 
3 op seveee joodroAvy 9 a Wai abide seeeeeeees 100d19ATT COO OOO meee ee eee eees eres nese |eeeeeeseeeeeteeeeee® coeeerees BIQMIN]OD eeevene op oor eeeeee op 
*OSTVIUC]U A soeeeees Quon es (400 Coescceres secon Ring Cece ee ences sccecce: COC Cee eee eer eeees sores eses Cooeerer er ccesseccce teeees GOUvIG DATIO IL | Yoel sreeeeeees ostuled tA 
op senor op eeocces 8 | 21 cose eccces OM SJaoq ysor ee eeeesee Joodsoary Cee e rove ee eres cecceee MWOS[OYDINT | eeeeeeerees Surasojfy] SNES OUCC SES. S 5019, aug seeeces op ee op 
op sere OSItINd[e A eecece Il | get ee | op sree covcee (nUvIIOg 


000 OC UC 0 NON See CCCS TITEIO TT 2; A uopi0y) ** 951004) put quirg eeeeeee op ee ee ee op 


op sees ees ouounyy g FL CFL eeeeeeesee op eeeceeee 


eeeeee 9 | 27 ereeteseeves op eeeeeveee 
*SOTTOYD [reeeeees sword | ¥ 8 | QOL [ttre crrees* OS1vo [erouayH |++++++ ‘u0ydmUM_nog 
‘uTeqztooU) [sees s+ *su0qsog | 


*** uOpUuo'T SS G8 '49'2:9:66 8 $96.98:8°65:5 + ORUIGOT RS Aone RICKS (2 Fp <00466669%* QNIGRCIT secece 1% A£reniqo 7 eee ee eeeeee op 


Stee eeee cess eeeeeres seeeeeeees lees spumiog deg * sees Buozatg ‘u99 seeeeeepg Auwmaqog [erseeeeeeees op 
reeseeeeeeeceee HOME P SHOAL [oeeeeeseesessuMOrg [eeeeeeees mrauupag syog [ereeesezgz Aawnagag feveseeeeeeee op 

ses YPCUPULIG, Y SOY [ress eres eeees grmary |eseeeeeeeeeeqouauy Sug |reerees op ster eeeseees op 
resssaBangg py quulig [eeeeeeees 


op soocees VoIUUU 





++ vuvutg 








. 
. 
. 
+ 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 





eeeeee SS aa 1 fy eee e reser sees esse op RS RIE NIE 0 | 
*uoputy ee | 9 €L | Z0OF ee i 
op reeee MIOX MON | Z 93 | 

SL | 28 [oceececeesesee* soumpung |-eee+-+* Vrqdoprpiyg jesseesseees 





ooo QSURIICT pA HA MOTI 1 (0h 0 § jeeeecccece sere 110 


ce eee re ee On eeeeeee op eeereeeeeeee op 
*AuowIVy] Y projyony |-ees sees +++ puvpdog 





oes [teeeee seer eeees naqossy soee coco HIOT MON 


. 
. 


sos UMOIET *u9y eerecee op eeee eres sees op 


me oe 








<4 op ‘wiydjapeyryg | Zz ** mvyqdsig vy 1oyo1y [eres cere sees roSurey jeeeeeeeeesees gute Cesccee op retteeeeeees Op 
r eeeeee | Che eee eee ee ee wees sees eeee R | | 

4 op op ¥ IL | $08 op seeees QLOUIIY CT S086 90:6 /058:0/9 2° OF) DP UORAOIN Ct AAG tem ee eerie qyiag leiravarena uUudg “UA, diyg eeeevee op eeee eter esse op 
ore suluqiaoug |-sseee op ¢ OL | 892 coeceeeeecoooecooo NOT [ooesoresccos® MATTE Jesereees ceoces eres egy W S[OYOIN, [tee eeee coos sugsangy 


oie < 6:e: 8:08 e'* SUTIUC NT eeeeeee op eeee sees esses op 


80 Jeocceccecocs op sree eeee ores UOISOT [errs eree vee se eeessonIpUuLony, *] (ERE ICO piog 


| 
| | 
| | | | see cecccees sUQI0D Bug eeveses op SA 
cL | 6TE prec es op tees eres qynows}1og eoereeceere sere eres War ‘sou, [receeeeee 
| 
| 


. 


*ULVPOOU | ees ++ OLOTUTA[ Lg 


* OTTNI0 WT 
eres TMZ, 
eee te eeseee UOSpIAtGd 
tree ssoSpug P YSLT [eseeeeee ess soSpoyy 
**UOSpIVYIY “dT "AL 
se eece cece ccce ccce cece UBM 


eee wee oe Seen eeeevee op eereeeeeseoees op 
sees cece cess NOIITYV diqg sececee op NOLEN SSE Es a 
trees eTaUpIVY 09) seeecee op Sibre Se cereib sere e'e Oa 
baba Se tet")! |) | eeereeee op eerste eeeeeeee op 


‘uaMouyuQ jr: 





9L | G& 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
° 
. 
. 


*o* YON MON 
+? oLoWITy eg 


eeeerescee op coocceooosHIOT MON 





[oeerecsecocce eres Auoulv yy 1040q 


op |e | 

suIvpooN, jeeteeees mang |g a | 

1 | gt | 

viydjopuyya | 3 gs | 
7 


eeee *u0soOg 


G 9L aka 
eeeeee Il 0% cece ccesccosoces ASRTINE tee eer eee es SHOOT 


1 
iar eeoewrse eee eeereeeeeeteeee Spr tore ae Ghat a a ae 
j 
¢ 


[reeves *++*O31vd poylossy seeeee esse QIOMUIY Ug 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


| 
“ROLLY eoeeee op | “4 GL 
| I 
| 
| 


OF THI 


* uOSUYOL Y Yossoyy 





biter uoj\sog 





jeccees cece eces [BON seer sccceces QATIIV Sug eeeeece op eee e ee eeeeee op 





*IVJPBAQGUy | °° 


sete eeeeceeceeeees OD feces 


. BIIpuUvxo LV | ** WOPSO[AVYD eocceeoccce Uva ]IS eres oe ee 90:6 Od diyg leew eree op eee e ee eee eee op 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


é 
| 
*ulv]1900U | ” Cece ccc cce cece eeee ; bg ewk Sie 
Ivy Nh | “44 NOL] see YIOK MON 


[eccesecceseese cece’ TIMID “gE hy 
FI | pee eee eres cree st oesesesene eevee SSUJYT SOPWNPOG | +e eeee cece eeeeeeees suung *fuog 
wet as at SN 4 sae ceseccsecses AOUITET eee 


seen ee eeeseees srimeT 


eee ees Oo “Ur AA 
TET SS OES *pivqwoT 


sGle sisie S99: S OTUUT) SUT eccccce op Sees eeeseres ON : 


*uoysog j|*° 





maa ; er ee OUulOLO TT eeoeeese op eeet weer esee op 


** plojpog MON 088 OxOI9) 09085003838) 9: 8° OF II HOOT: “A 


| seeeeeeees BAIOULIT soeeee cQT Areniqa 7 seer eres eeee op 
CPP ee Lecce eel eccecelevesersevees cess 1ONITONT sie\))0:0:0:6/0:6 «6 8 1ON ROSY 


ee a ollO aie 'sisiwov eee £ren149,7 ee ee op 
OO EES 4 £9 i ESC estidiozuny cecccee op | 


CRETARY 


creer Ooqounyy 


sere er eee eeeeeeee asses esse sees 








eeeeecee ****uOsyoUr 


+ 
4 
4 





= 


| 
op pe Serene (ee op ‘Shao ZL FSL seer ere eeees eens op COSCO 0,5 | 
op oe | | 


ig: 616 61860 10.0\e: ieib 858108 <0) 886 STATON OE: 


TTTPPODSET [ett tt] sence seeeesleeeeeeeeenceeresB1OIP]OG |eoeereeeees somo ESieisiein:iai9ee: 0/40 #0 vieieie.# © ¢:0/< ee MIO ef | © eee Seieielee'cie se ROT 16.08.0505: ROOM seeseoeor iUNIGo7 
*[mbefeny |-eeses| OT 103 | : 


| PEPE ISENE ER op eee eeeseeee s0ISOg [tect eeeeeeeecoes ssaSpug 9 Usig je eee cree sees so3poyy [tees cess eee souadag eeeccee op 
op inagga * 20:9 * SOR RO 6 00F ee sre AE | se aL tm 1/0 | Coe bs os bee 


; soSinyg yp yunkig, jsrrs esse esses K1t0n 
| SO[TOYD jrerees sees op i & eL 961 O2.1v9 [v19U04) Theta eee cece seen eee ce ceeeeeee sees ese sUBIUDOD) “UAL [etre ee 


"CUNT se eeee eee op IL | gpl 


*SO[[LIOYD | oosi0's1e'* OORT teeeee! OL QL [esse cceececccsoses QOStT reeeeseres 100dLIAVT EO ACI 1 (0210 (05) 1 a 9 a 
“OUL[RD [eee costurudiey ; 





tteeeeeeeees Op 
op 
teeteeeeeees op 
tees eeee eee rpyaEy, seeeseepy Aawnaqayy | + op 
[Pr se? s00ees *meRmOOy sosssoeeT rtNIQaq |° op 
** wooIqny jecess eee LIVNUTLE | +> op 
[esse seeees + uoStI teeeeest? «6 Kienuve * SOTO 
[oerececeores BIIOg enieisieeie frenure |- *** OVIIBD 
eee PUTISNYW [seseccecece Ni alieiste a ear iebaeie eset 
eeeeeeee op -: ZL | 00 jte*s*spood Lip pu mmopq Trt teeeeeeees UU |eeeereeeeeeeeesoeees Kqsaq uyor aecoeigaaan ROR oF po cece cree ccce P 
= woe 8 Z SI ize se | suvydsig Wy INYyoIy disisis's\vie viele * CIGD eTEy) seeeeeeeeesessquup digg (eereees op teteeeeeeses Op 

| Dungy Ff L coz rereeeeees*SOMPUNG |reeeeees +QOUSPIAOL |seeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Sorry uMoIg teeeeeeeees JOIkT +g tees op 


e leceee oe > > eeccece ” . ‘ - | ay qa 4Y9tg eeccos cGy Arvnur pe . 
soT]0yy osivivdye, ZL | 91Z eeee veces ying pur pvoig weeeesee purjiapung i SOOO OOOO OUCL Fey 5 | "PU j So: ieteleieieisisie'o SOSIT AA soeeee ecco e BITOAIT Sug soceeeorT Aivnuve . see *sorogy 


| | | . "CBST 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 





op joe 


=) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


THE 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


* "KING poo AA 
see eees SUOISTAOIT scoverene¥se!8/*i* AOI MONT eee eer eee ee eres eee sees sees soveeseers UOSIII 


OF 


eee s TTOASIYD 
| seeeee FL CLG | <reieiesereioveceres sie\e exe:ere ce rater tees eeees UOJSIPIVYD sisisie' episisiele.c¥ eee «9682'S CORI TICS soceeeeeees UTUITTIG 
| wee he teseeees uO sOg FL 63 cP [pelle eseie'sienelene eo my ‘Ino0[q ws IOC EOO EEG 1 Cost)  § [eee e ee eee eeeee eee e UOSITT 7a) “f A cara eae are 





. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
+ 
. 
. 





eee sever esees op soseees arydpaprylyg 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


REPORT 














| sung |*uoyy “suoy 
‘i (eee Eee ae ree *ZurSuoy 
— a | “Suypey -oq 10 9]INg oL0q AY 


—Jo oquin yy 

















‘outa sIoUMO *OUIVU (S1O}SVT *OUIVU S,[OSS0 A *pepivog us A, *popsvog e104 A 











“Pponul}Uo)—pap.wog sjassaa qupyowaw Jo js) 7 





1826. ] 
| 
| 
| 








op peeeeercece op weer er eee eee eeeees 


eecere eres eres eces op [eeeerececcece op | $9: SO: s:a SO 0:Gl9ie' 0s .:9:0:9'9: 2° SRE ORT seeeees 


ee weueyong eeeereveee uvVIAnlog Vitec t Ane 
sssKapuRgay [°° viuopatyg Sunox jeececeeeeesr ING 
C9% ee eeereceeveere op soeeeeeres QIOUIIYC Oe: 10/4/8/0\ 018 819:10'0.9 9:88 ¥i9/* See BRAT ooeeeooess sSuIgoIny eoceee cocces SUDIT eeeeseenre op eeocersee of8 op 








op sooccessoe QosIT jessees! SHeP OST Tete ee et esses BUNT [sere ee cece eres cess sees uOSUIqOY aa) |) 


op teceeeees poy [ereeee| og 
op eevee OllouUvr oly re - 
op eoeee op eeeeee eer 
op cece op teeeeel oy 

op AP 
op ee 


| 








[No. 319. 


| 08 eeoeeere esos eee 
| 


OFZ i lei | (ee ee eeeee op | eee ceeece seeeeeeeeoes DIOMSIIN [Pocecesecesos UO IRE ee ee UBIpIZVIg jeeerevecce op H 
Scie e eieeieee Serene eee e cone * JoyyuRg diqg emeieie'eeieeiennn Aine eeerecerere op 


prreereseees ONSBIT cree UZ YF YVivg sug 


| 
eek ey op ee er YIOT MON Coe ee eer eres eeeeer seveee A101] | 
| | 

** osteivdiR A eeeece ZI | T21 ee ee ee ey ** solupung eee ee ere a | [coco eecccceves coscces QIOUNIIIVT jciereieieis-*n\9e sie oR OG Am se '**Q01U0PT SOUBL "YOR jot ereeecce op eeceeeeeveece op 
| | 
| | 








*SUOISTAOI eee ern tees erse sees ® jo eee Peer ecccreccccce YAOX MI) eCeoocccecee op beeeeereeene op 





i] 
a 
N 
. 
. 
. 


* OZUdIOTT “4G |teee') OT tte eee eeeeg Ainge jereeseseees op 


SIS: O0:6: 98:8 8)f, Ane op 
|*& eeccecoee op Cr op 


eee OUL AL SiAa0ie/eisia'einien OA sOcn | 2 SSO Wee's 9i9589ies eee ee ss TOD MIE | RSID NAR NSA svmoqy, ee ujoour'y 


. 

. 

. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
7 


op - ** oovyouunyy | z 6 ** puvlMo}T Il uyor jeeeesevecere 19}x0q eeecce see* ORmIOJOg 


op s:0:0:8 0:9:0:8\99 QORTT | eeeeee OL fe wee eee eee eres cces veces cvene coee coos Os BIUdIVA Sewer we eee sees eesesesseeesesee (tere cercees SLIBQOY te eecece olpag utg 


= 
o 
A 
° 
° 
° 
° 
° 


**SUOISIAOIQ cteeeree *HAOK MON [eee eeeees 











*SOT]MOYD |s++++* poodsoary 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


leeeeeeeeees Ang tttteeeeees op 


N 
+ 
oe) 
te) 
ie) 


***SOLIPUNG eee eoee joodsavy coeecececcesccccooses JORTONSIC preans . OUNTOOW "WT tees VOTO 


o 
o 
Ss 
; 
: 
; 

: 
: 


“WRT | oot? cecese cones Lg + onee oStpuy Tees BOLLOUTY YIMOG presser eres esseceeeeeess uOsMUG ("°° **** *MOspfousay eee ecece edojayuy jt teres eres op At? e220 20:% op 
op so -n:09'900:4 Oia eoccoe| severe a ie al ae fOquIly, thee ee errr see eevee TF wee eee sees ereesseere op eoee eres seveve ult y 09:06:04 6-0'9:0:6.04 ure [*e eeeccece op |eeeerecsces op : 


| op 
i op eeee 
op levees 
op eeee 
| op seer 


tnbufétny |-esee-' OL | 961 * OB1vo [eiguayH ++ + 
onbuiquy j-ersss) 6 cc] 
* opeeg i | 68 1 
see way [reese OL | cy 
she BOW eocees OL | 90% 
tebe ee eeee OSI (eeeeee THEE EH tees 
op sae 
op eee 
op eee 


*s* pmbefeny eee ee ewer eres eres eres $}011}C qT LSP 28 @ 


* yong *wA soot eceees OSUIPUT | S\Aeipiexereiaieiauee Ane sere eee eees op 
*OPVULLY “TT [esse sees opnqyeiy te eeee cece op COKE H AD SO” op 
* * FOTPOOK *q [ores eeeees -urmoary Sug | *issee sivas op ee even seons op 
eee Kqdanyy | 


eee ee ee solipung eeerecce puepispung jth eeee eres reer esses seee SILI “(7 evere 





. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


jeees eres seeeveee SIBIYO - 2821095 n:9:98\'9 TODRON Cr SpOLyV eevee 


SCLEMHDS 0099 90492099 BOOS 8 Coeerececccceseccce® (SP ecercece seceveercccccccccscsn |2ee0e 


+ eyovioyseg tenes eeeey king oceetseeetts op 





! | 
weer eeeeseres ‘oy Ssundg ee ee ee ee uopuo'y [SP ese wicsitieseeicee ein see i namesaey jeecee 


eee e ee eee r esse esses renee ee ee ee | ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


** PAUZZBYT °Y [ereees sees Urey I | Sune |.ssosesseree op 
** Blo ‘oJUY . si0q Og ino *yaS 12:00:88 02:88 Be eune eeengneeees op 
* ALIN “UTA, cccieeeeee (MORITA feaieigsie-e seis op o496 C409 02-9 op 


se) OUI AL OD) [ores 
*WOSpVY Ay “UAL eeecee 


. 
. 
. 


| 
symbeeny seeeee 4 | og. [ttt tteeseee sees qsuppag seeeeees wupuexapy [tt teee eres cere eeees umoqunbsg |ereee 


e [LV H “9 vA leeeere ee . a 4 HW s errr eeene eeeeeeeeeree eeeereeeee peeeee Cc eeoeceeevee eee 

osteiedye A I 6 | ZZ OH1BO [VIIUIS) YIOX MIN ‘ uUvldig .¢ *** Jasursyg jeceeoeesoeer oune op 
ounp ttttetsttss Op 
oune eee ewww esse op 


e997 oung jttettetette op 





5 Ttnbedrny sees joodssavy | pane sees anne oene 


cooes UBAICT eevee 


. 
of 
nN 


seseee, OL Y) RO .7 
| ¥ ot {685 jo eeeens 
steeeeee Boring IRR Hee OL egr [rrtttts 
op teeeeeessoureg | z PL EZ [crete eet eee ease cteeeeeeeees op seseeeeeeseees gomlog "fp Pp +g 


op eee 


eeees MOLLY OFivd poyiossy sees * vrydyjapuyiyg Seem e meee eres weer erer sere seee |eeseseeees oun] Oo coee cece eoes DEIBAT [ee eeee 


. 
nN 
tl 





. OSIPUBIDAI IY eee ereces joodaoavy [© @ eee eee seceeevveeee seer TOU AL 


eee ee weecees YVUIG |reeeee 


thee eeeeeeees ony [eeeees 


* oINJUZAPY joeeece 


+ QIvalopLig [eeeeeeeeeeey gung ttttereress op 






reasageed Seeee |g 6 PEL [Petter eet etree es OUT AL fete eee eres uOpuor senses ceeeereeeseees MOTION *( teeeeeees mosduligg frreeerec eres sua LeeeisOhh BUMP [SVs eeeess's On 
| ence coos * ORTIRD [oenene rrrrrirrerrricre ati i eat y ayy ae eae Semmes Pees eeseseee® eeereves sees Sees esse cess seseerd +859 Sigeie 888 Beta ooceesoos Qgno1IBUy Sug oF cere coreg SHRM j PAHs eee nese op 
ia WR: 0 y 91 TOR [eT eeet sees sees s AMOLT sees ee cess ees UAT [seeeee sees ceeereeees sdooy sop [ttttttte ess gaaaayg |rteeeeee* ouroutg digg |+eeeeseeeeg OUNE tttttreeees op 
| op ++ee* oovIqUIN’] (POPES AC seeeeelteee ees eeeeee tom CQO (sree eee eeeeee nog jreceeeeereocceosoe cons eSouuT aT eee eree eee SIOUT AL [oeeereees BUIVIVD Bug jerereeress op cece eceeee op 
| *yoyivu y seees osturedit, | * 0Z cle | aie laine aca eecs solipung sence e**OOMOPIAOL |eeeeeceeseeseres ssaN0R @ UMOIG |**°°**eoes* BMOIpUY [oeee recess Joiadng diqg [te eeceeece oun jseseeseeere* sOTTLIOGG 





*** So[[LoyD lem pase (eee aaelacaaen| sae e @nee P0044 8:8 ANOLT Coeere eres eeer cece |ceeccce ceeeeeee coer eves cecesece POLAT SAS See SCNT eeoeeee eeee? O11UD sug eee ereeeee A Avy sf eces eves op 


| 
| “soqon avy Saale op I ZZ GLE ttt ttt SIG HOTS SHO ttee tees op [reese ereeeeeeeeees yonqunig *f Pree eeeeeeeQiqog tg [etee seer eeees agony thee eeeeeng Au cteteseees op 
“UOPVOPT [eee * Ostwsed[VA jeesees| BT “** sTaq OOLSL SILO ‘+ goyonjurn 
*mOySuIU0}g reeeeeee CORAL |e eeeee , GLe TTT ttt SIG OGOT TIO treet ees WOPBUIMO}G [ree eees cece cree eeeees Suruuopq [rrr tt tees yooppeg [tresses 
*aoysog |o0]Iqg] + oamg 
op pus BIAIP[UA ¢ 


steeeeeceeeecovooeeurminn eg [ot eteeeeeees qanuug [reeeeeee 


> 
— 
oD 
. 
- 
. 
. 
. 
. 


* uinbivy, jecseeeeesery Avy [*eenee sees op 


. 
. 
7 


‘odsupAyy Se Avy eoceceocce op 
** oquinbog 


o 


Se BW NN 
° 
. 
° 
° 


6 ¢ . 8144 009% ‘110 tee eee eo eeee uo}sog ereeeestes 


» 
Pro) 


°° ayIpusoyy, [avasy joreess**LOIVD "OQ eN [occeeesceessnmpuy digg jerreeerseeegp Avy jeeeeeees 


. 
. 
. 


O&Z [ete ee seer eres sees raging eeee 


oe *YIOK MON Peer eres errr esse ence UvDOTT “LIN ee ee) daumng eeeeee . Jasuviyg sees eevere op |*@eeceeecece op 


eeee Aingxucy seeeeee 


= 


| *** ostvrudiy, Pie nreie'e's UD OROET” | +210 018s 


eeesoutoug Sug |reeees 


| "S381 


+e uospauyory Y Wooug [tts eeeeee rere qqoog [eee ee 6g YOUU corres ets + osreaudyyy 





| | 
|‘suny) ‘uayy | -suog, | | ¢ | | 
| *SurSu0] | | | 


| 
| 
| 
£ Sexe 
| “PMROQ JOTI) “Gloss LOT AL —— ‘Surpery -9q 10 FIING O94 AY | “SOUT (SIOUA() aMIVU 8,10}SB fT *OUIVU 8, [0880 A *poprvog ueq A, =| «= *papawog or0q AL 
| 


| 
— JO Jaqtun Nv | 
| 











| 
| 
| 
\ 





‘PONULUOQ—paep.wog sjassaa qudyouou JO 981) 





740 











I oye nrremne res anos ewes a 





re 
—H 
i 


NAVY. 


OF THE 


CRETARY 


Al 
4 


4 


Sk 


REPORT OF THE 


1826. ] 











op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 


*so][oq) 


*punog 19471 AY 








* [nbefeny 
** BLULOJT[ CD 
tee) op 

+ eee ee molLy 





tee es ost 
* ostvivd [vA 
eeeer Boling 
vee eeegoUy 
* OStBIVd eA 
sees Oost 
++ **MODSBID 
* oovqourny 
onbvoqure'y 
**ytOX MON 
* oovyourny 
* tinbefeny 
* ostvivd]e A 
tees ourTUg 
* pmbefuny 
tee Oost 
* ostvind|vA 
°° BIUIOJI[LVD 
ees op 

‘seesurg “49 
seeeeeuOLLy 
seees voting 
soos se meheg 


** OZUdL0'T UY 


* ostviedt A 
* pmbefeny 
sees op 

sees op 

* oovpourny) 
sees seuotLy 
* [mbudtny 


*mOIy O19 MA 





1! SL 
| ¥% 
| | OL 
| 5 6 
ee 
| 
| 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


L 





8I 
9 
IL 
II 
bE 4 6 


ee eece! 9 
|tteees)| IL 
foes 8 


cl 
cl 
ae 
steeee g 


| 
| Or 
| 
| 


ao 


se eves 


lee eeee 
} 


[iS 2 'S9:4)0:4)6 6:40) 9:4 


y | 0% 
z | or 


i*stny ‘uoyy 


—Jjo Joquinyy 


see eee eeeeee 


| 112 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| OFZ 
| OCT 


| 
| 
| 


eeeeee op 


SB [CT 


OS1vd [v10N0yH 
se eee eeuouIy 
tees eees ost 
‘gonpoid 1149 
see salpung 


** SUOISLAOL 
tees quam AL 
cece qsuleg 
*** solipung 
sees op 
see! op 
*** solipung 
tees qsulreg 
tees op 
*** salipung 
tee ssBo009 
tees ost 
*** solapung 
** *pOOALadT 
sees op 
sees op 
tees op 
tees op 
***"satapung 
soe9 qsuleg 
+ SUOISIAOIg 
tees seuoa0g 
te ee ee gory 
tee8 op 
tee8 op 


ee eccee salipung 


soe sees eu2000;) 








wWo[tg 


seee* xnvoplog 


eeeeere so] [0oyqD 
see XNOIIT “99 


** OsTRlvd[e A 
teres suoqsog 
°* "OVW °9S 
sees op 

** osivand [tA 
eeeee ee QUINT 
$s, AoIpuy ‘39 
**+ poodsoary 
teeee op 

‘++ yO MON 
* gnorjoouN0D 
se* [OOdIOAT 
*rmbedtny 
sesso oe mqitg 
tee eeeeniog 
+ee+* uopuory 


sreesyooudeIy 


seeee op 
+++ poodssavy 
"+ *MIOK MON 
*YySnoloqardg 
sees op 

seeees mart 
++ * yoodaArT 


*** MOK MONT 
seses op 


* viydjoprtqg 
see*MIOX MON 
teeeee? urapug 
+2 e*** uopuoy 


*SulZuoy 
~9q JO Z[INq OLE AA 


‘pon ULJUOT)— pap.tv0q $J98sar 








seeeeooeoDIBUONT “dg ° A 
treeeeees IQ Y Opuopl] 
treeeeessroquvdug uyor 
sees ees sony opuvule Ty 
sree ee essoy P [[vquMNig 
OC I UO FeLi 
coceeccces coe KQMBUIUTT 
tt eeeeeeeeeeeees Bnsy 
CSCC RCET SSW Oees + AR OO 
coeee coeseoos® TOSIOTY 
#0 0'900:06 9°07) > DIOMSLIE) 
tt ee eee eeeeeeees dosty 
soeeee eee TBOOW UOXIN 
oes ccc ceos © ONRIQUIIT 


ee ee eres eses trees SSuq 
eeereres ieee Cle 9) uyor 
ae Ne SH 015) 1.15 450 
eee eereseces *$09}0q “M 
PSiSORS:8 HeAei8 6928.2 SSA “i 


e 


sore FIUMOIS Y SPIVA PA 
treet eee eee eres Gosqiy 
oes cocevoceoves TODO T 
sores eres sMOSfOYDIN 9 
seeeeee eeeeeees op 

Feet anes eres eee eegoutoy 
thee eeee eee e eee e CUBA 
ceceecccecescos KESMIUY 
sree eeeeeceors HUBIMOTT 
s'e0e e600 sees ces eSIOUOLNT 


Ce ee ee ee ee 





° ‘ 
SoWITU | SIIUM GO 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
H 


ee 


ee 


. 


tose eeee cers eegiton 
teeeeeeeseopoune “g 


teeeee eno 


»*sforqduin yy 


teens soyug 


oe ee SIMOrT 
tees souvlg 
sees LOMDUIT 
se eeeedduy, 
v  TSIEaD 
+e eee e pV 
"°° [TOMSIGD 
*** uinqdoyy 


* quavg “wy 
creees Kouuog 


+ ees ponuepy 
+o +s uvUl[O]T 
“°° 83}0q 
trees JONI) 


theses TION 


+++ + -uoyng 
*** SplumMpy 
sees op 
es) op 
+e es suesing 





* ULVY1IIISI A 
*]]eysie 


+ oSPUpla 


9 ]]@sLLYD 
sos APplo Mh 
cree UMOIG 
*** UBATT[ING 


*OUIVU S,1o4SUY 


JUDY JO 981) W 


f 


| 


|eeee 








*-saouvag Ajaaory diyg 


wee ee CNIS Oe me Y 
****UlLIOD outs 
Oe C1008 >). LS 


seeees gIaURyg 
see uorydoou0g 
CCRRERES CL et Ts) 


*1OUIPIVy ojsuy 


Sieeiinrs'e:8 °C OULGED 


oad 


eee 


seee @Iy0g 
***9unz10,7 
eevee Arey 
‘uuy °° 
*** uostg 


* U0ZUTIOD *A0H 


ooteeees ORUILY 


oee* WOMOpal 


quouIBIoeg 
urvluOps|eg 


**spouUly “pol 
** USa19], °BY9 
***9long *uex) 
UOWuTTJI Ay VE 
seeeeeseegntune 


eeeee 
eeeee 
coves 
eeeee 
eeeee 

eee 


** Oyo pn 
*** JVALLOg 
*** uopuor'y 
** -epvmiy 
** puvpjoog 
** sn[IyneNy 


eeeee diyspuoi 7 
teeeeeees opti 
***-quodiag vag 
eer eeee Bollouy 


seeseeee gayRT 
teeeeees adoro 
se ee sees soprusoyT 





*oWIBU §,J0889A | 





"9°¢ 1940190 
OY 1990190 
**°6z Jaqmaydeg 
‘+ +77 sequiaydeg 


*9z Aoqmaydog 
° op 
"Zz taquieydeg 
*g[ Joquioqdag 
"ZI tequiaidag 
*g dJequieydeg 
"Zz daquiaydag 
‘ op 
“0g qsn3ny 
°6Z qsn3ny 
"CZ qsngny 
“1g qsnsny 
SL qsnsny 
"el qsnany 
$ op 
‘OL qsnsny 
6 qsnany 
°g qsnsny 
° op 
: op 
a qsnany 
z op 
‘ op 
"08 Aine 
; op 
"83 Aine 
x op 
"LZ Aine 
"SS Aine 
"1 Aine 
“LI 4ne 
. op 
“CT Aine 


*poprvog ust AA | *popiv0q 

















* so] [OTD 


oro NT 





op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 
op 











[No. 819, 

















seers "eg Jaquis00q 
[AS AOS8 SADR ROS* 9s0 ee An emeemEE Jewceece so98 smHOsSUD) [oooe sees eeeeores Qniayy |e oe 4 Jaqmaoag 
PES [sisie.ainisiiaie et: gioigse\e op sce orrcerHIOK MON [Peer tsescesccccs oesene eatnaOE ooccooescoes *QInUaD See OSers ener esse SEN GOT jeer 


\ a | | | 
Vv Ll | 008 | seeece eres coes* SoLIpUNG Somes ee ees OOM [:S:SiAid9:8:4:9) 9i0\n: 89/888: 910'e4'9:8. 9 ORT NOE eocccce cere MOUD cooecsscoccooe URQGUZNHT 


op 
op  Sachidietede italien op 


| 
as RRR, yous Se ae acs Eanes a TT NS os “ae Saukig oe 
p | Und | 9 1Z | 688 ee ee op ‘Vina ia rh stat ati [pret eres recess suOS ap uUzeII 49g peseteneean anon 1 SC0 00? 0909 UR ARIDT eeeeere op ee eres eens op 
op ‘a op mouse ol | 001 Cocco cces cocccee op nikiE......6 Ami. [roceceeeeeeehqdan yy ooeecces coocee Qongousy | eeeeas op eocceccnre op 
op |seeeee cee e Roy jeeeces SL 90T coeeee eres ccces SOTIDUNG |secererecececcecece SS SONS MS DE SCE RNG rn | jeresenceeese cum rttteeeeeeeseeees saqi0g | 
| 


** CUUnBBOIGy, 1° ***"| ZL 


| 00S jeter ttrretetereeequam ay [eee t eres sarqsRg MON 





—~ 
oD 
— 


TY (4 419q Wa00(qT jeeee cess cece op 


*SOTLIOYD jess osreandiea seeeeeTy gaqmaoag [etrereeeese* op 


‘undue Man [++ * projpag Mon **°'**) 
G 





GEE [eeceeeeeeeesetto stag OT [tteteeeees* ayungiog [oes 2.9090 989 869900s DUB IMOET *h) jeereece 

















VA eeeee yooig see ees aces pees ene Rian Jeccccee op Wee ae ee op 

a *ule}a00) jrrre* goyonque aisgi9:0'>| zZ | ge }e@ae.giain's sie:9 110 "SIV OLL (cot t t tt? TOA yQION [RS Raeeieees AEROS y taydoys1yg9 coeceses conces Lagu 90:0 9908's *TMTANIO T diyg jeeeeeerey Joquis00q teeeeres soyounT 

2 | op Acai [oP eeetl ecccce 002 | SSIMLAia eras sereiase seinen AOS seee cece cees UOPUOT pCa IETA TAREE AGRE A PER RO . joreeeconooce DEBEBET A 99 90 89990 ee see OTB TTT POR op Nye ee op 

a | *soy[Logg ieee oonyournyy | Coote geccce ce) 49:90. 00:00 9)6.0'9 6'0.9:9)9 918 QaERCS tees eooees ClgmqUy | PRAMAS P:R SONS ie Sein inieiaeieiaiaeies [012 Wee deen WW *:00,0/0 008 0:0.010:0\0)9 ATOR TITER leecccee op ee eeeee op 

<—_ | op fewer cere se esoeee oC GCOS) ee00 08 avetat eam hinla: wlavaiayalareisaiais'aincaletatarataarn bareieraveie:aiaialain (ate ateraes | weer ewer ea eeesesees ‘ an 

Pa i | | & eee weer eres ‘lati iia ies sos s-eneses *Teniig: dALIO joecescoeerT Jaqmaaq ee op 

“” | oqminhog jrees tts SOUETOGG | eid KOT (<2 Peer cess ererevee ese Hing jeececceecces op PPEESRNR SA ESET G SS er ale SPOMCETT C0 0990 TEEOAT [OP Ot AP 9 90009 e008 BRaQONC ccm! *g soquio00q soeseress Kur svul[tg 

yer op j++s-oouqouengy [tt ttt P 62 [POeP ones coen concer sQguee leeesnces sens op Soe ve eeee eves core segsnoyazty Ad |eeeeereseeees Jousy tees esse uraqesy ‘ooursy See op Tr aa op 

a op sooo s ostued[ea |°°°°*? i yan sae sacleeaeaccaa aaa sevalaine’e elaine a ichisniawencouhediausues eantaaeas . = | ' 

fy I : IvA 8 IZI PVOU A | uopuo'T | Jouunig . soo JOIUMId |oreseesoeeese* ouulAniog [sisasiassy Jequieoeg |**°*s*ss**"* op 

- op seeeecessuooy [oo8t ¢ OL 032 Seis esiee69's'049'9 SBaRTnOT jeeeeeeees tinbudenny coee eves core secs consecee@unuad coneeeesecee® JONG levees eoosecees OUIMION |ecceces op cera cece ccce op 

My op Jeeeee gs RIV 2 se eeer  seeeee ser eee eee weet eeee teres (seve esee *AT woe eee eee eres sees esses g serene S RQ ee eres eeeee > r. | 

‘i l | reared], | O0T SOLLOULY * NT roysung ‘oie UOSIOA[VG peaen PIVAOUTG | eeeeeeeg Joqmooag ttt ttttttts Op 

Ss i op ‘here bare op eeee com | L1°3 RERLALES 2949000098 OOSE T eevee ere ee op phaciataatee acta Rabid LNT | soeccecsoresse Ofoag pctee ee eeen eee e(ORROTANe joceecee op eeee weer eeee op 

- op josee ee0es OogrT Tee eee ce ecee coves coos eces cess coesee OOSTT [oececececscces QIRIT Cece ccer eeeeceeeccceccoce SOUuIOY) jeeeeceeeoees Suruuap soeececeeeocces BUVISIOT feeee eens Joqmooaq NEN Mt Sti Ne op Ps 
| fleeces IPIY > seweee eee cee e et i aces eeeree ses eeece ony leee . > > : | 

my op ostried yA see qvoy A | seeees tinbedeny [SPA AMES SOA RORS ROSA OD (esac ene es SON MINOR |lkeseiese ses SRET ADD COTE |s00000.6 op teteereeeeee Op 





op jeer? tinbeduny | z IL 90T SCHR CO COOL CO89e BODOD | oreees ee 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


se * puvlywodg eee eee er erro sere eerse sees qLLlayy joes ecco cece uop.0yT 


| "+ *9S100N) Yung 
| op t0ee 80888 OOILEG ee eee 9 1g [SOPRA P OOS e COR JOMTIEN | 002080 ee 820:e BONEO ecco ee errr eres eeeeese 

| 

| 





**spuxyoqy | 





[teeeeere yoqmmaoagT jtttteteeeees op 
| 


seres qedsty *svyg ToqmMaoay [ttt steteee- op 





oc08 ee reeeee oem eS RUOMIOT 


op seees ostrUd| tA 190882 hsivesiee! OF er eT ee 











soy faNOL | eoeccseccoes MRICS ee ee ee sdiyiy "O°S fiaacain sere suosuyor a) Ye | soeeee $B JOQUIDANN Ce ee ey op 
op jeeees qinbudeny ee eees IT 09L Paaieer gain sing ges *solipung jrseeeeees tnbuduny | soeeeees eoesceceganiqoy UL AL [tee eeree eveeee SsO1Q seececcoeces coocQneUly josesse*Z JOQUIDAONT [tees eseecccs op 
op [sseenoee semoLiYy IZ OSF jeeee eoeee op |eeeeeoes s*Q10UIIZIVT leegeeeess , | 





seeeseeres GOsfauuOg *¢ sf eceeeoes Ya 


. 


eoeeaulog JO} eeeee* "OT JOQUIDAONT eeee errr eeee ) 
op (eet. acee Reetginy « q N 8I 1 N oF 


** ODAW) [ULOUAH |+ee+-- se UOORTT 


4 

G 1 a! GOR peas giaie ** *diomquy 
op +e sonbvaq uery | OL | 0SZ eeseceses OM $901 ‘ivang Was eeneeaeue sana ne 

G 

é 


$O:6 2 AGOS DEAS AREO ROOST RO OTITIS jeeeeeeesccoes UNIT |eoeecre 


soeeee OQ] JOQUIDAON |*°**oe%% e***SOTTTI0ND 
| sees OVLIIVD 
1940790 ann aaa op 

Faitiadadcs! 1940390 ‘Veeeeeicaie 
| 





eeees TIUIS eoecee eres cone egy 


| 
reese oe JaqMOAONT [rose etree 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 

6 00L Joceeee rere eees sens MOQOD |sececccererece wLyO seeeecececooecoes SOMO UVIQUT } tee eeeeee sTIRYSIR AT eeee *quodiog wag |eseeeergy 
| 


| 
| 
| | [enseense caaneeeenesagg @ mammg 
op jeree* qinbedeny | 
*SO] oy, | 


cece BOLY 


| OL | PIL ** OS1Uvd [VloUINH 


seers OAR ORY AL eees eee Cee 080.0 0008 UTA NOOIET eoeececoccess OXI coeeeeesocece gw "Wg 


* SOpIHOYD 








“SZ8l 
: 
| |*suny ‘uop ‘suoy, | 


| 
| 
*punog 1947 AK; ° |-— . ree | *SuiZuo0y 
PUNog LOMITA) *WOIy O19 AL *SUIpUT | -0q 40 4]1Nq o10T,\4 "OUT ,SIOUMO “oumtU §,1098U]q -oUrvE 8, [9839 4 
| | —Jjo 1oquin Ny | | . é 
Pe 


| 

| 
| “poprvog Udy Ay | *popxvoq 010 M 
| 
| 


fe | eee = mae A et se NE I an Oe Ee EE DT ees SS ee = cs miscahineieianl + U 
I- 





‘ponuljuogQ—papivog sjassaa puDYyosou JO 981) F 








1826. ] REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 743 





Copy of a letter from Commodore Isaac Hull to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


U.S. Fricate Unirep States, Callao Bay, December 31, 1825. 

I have had the honor to receive your two letters of 24th May last, relative to the state of affairs on 
this coast, and expressing a hope that, from the changes that have taken place since I have been in this 
sea, I could be enabled to leave the coast for the purpose of visiting the neighborhood of the Sandwich 
and Friendly Islands, and return by the way of the coast of California and Mexico. 

I regret to state that the changes, though great, that have taken place, are not such as, at the time 
you wrote, might have been supposed; as, in consequence of the holding out of the castles of Callao, 
contrary to the expectations of every one, and directly contrary to the articles of capitulation, the situa- 
tion of our commerce has not received all the benefit that we had reason to hope and believe it would, 
when we were first made acquainted with the surrender of the Spanish army, and the articles of capitu- 
lation that followed, as it was confidently believed that the castles of Callao would be given up, and that 
our ships would immediately have the benefit of the fine Bay of Callao, and the protection of*the castles, 
when in the possession of the patriots, and that, within a very few months, there would be a settled and 
permanent government in Peru. 

In consequence, however, of the obstinacy of General Rodil, in holding the castles of Callao, our 
ships have been driven from the bay, and have been compelled to discharge their cargoes in an open 
roadstead at Chorillos, for the last twelve months, where there is constantly a heavy swell setting in, 
which causes them to roll very heavy, and frequently for several days in succession boats cannot land 
without great danger; many boats have been stove by the violence of the surf, and many lives have been 
lost; and in many instances great damage has been done to the cargoes when landing, and in trans- 
porting the goods to Lima; nor have the changes in the affairs of the government of Peru been such as 
was anticipated, indeed it can hardly be called a government. General Bolivar has been called to the 
interior, and has been absent many months, and little has been done by those left in charge of the govern- 
ment to establish a permanent and regular form for one; little has been done but to keep up a close siege 
and blockade of Callao, which has been done at an immense expense, and has caused the patriots to keep 
up a large force before Callao, and in the neighborhood of Lima. 

The congress is soon to meet at Lima, and General Le Mar arrived the day before yesterday to take 
the command, it is believed, civil and military, and it is believed much good will result from the changes 
that are about to take place. 

Such has been the state of affairs for the last six months, I have considered it proper to remain at 
Chorillos for the protection of our merchant ships, to give them such aid as they might require, in the 
event of the surrender of the castles, which has been expected from day to day for the last ten or eleven 
months, 

Should the situation of affairs in Peru and Chili remain as they now are, and have been for many 
months past, I shall deem it improper for this ship to leave the coast to visit the islands as directed, and 
as I have, in part, anticipated your wishes by sending the Dolphin the precise route pointed out by you, 
my present intention is, to wait her return, as she may be expected in about six weeks or two months, 
and ascertain the result of her cruise, and immediately dispatch the Peacock or this ship in furtherance 
of your orders of the 24th; much, however, will depend on the state of Peru and Chili, and the report of 
the Dolphin on her return, which vessel goes, this ship or the Peacock; and I most earnestly hope that, 
in using my best judgment and discretion, I shall decide in a way that will meet your approbation.” 


Copy of a letter from Commodore Isaac Hull to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


Unitep States Frigate Unirep States, Callao Bay, January 24, 1826. 


I have the honor herewith to forward the articles of capitulation of the castles of Callao, which 
have this moment been furnished to me by the politeness of Sir Murray Maxwell, commander of the 
Briton, now at anchor under the castles. 

My officers that landed at Callao represent the town as being in a most deplorable state; many 
houses are entirely destroyed, and the patriots are now burying the dead from their dwellings, where 
they have perished fur want of food; some of them appear to have been dead many days. 

The Peacock is now in sight, standing for this bay, and I hope she will arrive in time for me to for- 
ward any letters or news that Captain Jones may have from Valparaiso. 

The merchant ships are all at Chorillos, and will remain there until the town of Callao is in a state 
to open a communication with the shipping and Lima. I shall send the Peacock to Chorrills, to give our 
ships such aid as they may require in coming to this bay. They will all be down in three or four days.” 


Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaac Hull to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


Unirep Srates Frigate Unitep States, Callao Bay, January 21, 1826. 


‘As the war is now at an end on this side of Cape Horn, and as, in all probability, the Spanish 
government will despair of ever getting a foothold, either in Chili or Peru again, I respectfully submit 
to you my opinion as to the force that appears to me best calculated to give protection to our commerce 
on this coast, in a state of peace, or until regular governments are established in Chili and Peru; for, 
until regular governments are established, it appears to me absolutely necessary that we should have a 
naval force in this sea, as, in ali probability, the governments of Chili and Peru will now lay up their 
ships of war and discharge their crews; and as there will be no employment for them, and as the service 
they have been employed in for years past has been such as to give them the worst habits, and the most 
of them, officers as well as men, totally devoid of principle, I have no doubt but they will resort to plun- 
der and piracy for a living, unless a force is kept on the coast to prevent it. I should, therefore, recom- 
mend one or two large sloops, and one schooner, on the coasts of Chili and Peru, and two schooners to 
the northward; one of them stationed on the coast of Mexico, and the other still further north. These 
vessels to be kept constantly moving up and down the coast, by which means our commerce would be 
protected, and our merchants would have a constant and safe communication with the United States, by 
way of Panama, and the commanding officer on the station would receive intelligence from home, by that 


route, much sooner than by Cape Horn. 
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Our commerce is daily increasing on the whole coast, and particularly by the way of Panama to 
Guayaquil, and along the coast to the northward; and heretofore, the state of this part of the trade hag 
been such, and our force so limited, that a vessel could not be spared to give protection to our commerce 
on that coast, although frequent applications have been made by the merchants for a vessel to be sent 


there. 
Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaac Hull to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


Unirep States’ Frigate Unirep States, Coquimbo, March 28, 1826. 


Iam convinced that our commerce has been heretofore, and will be for many months, more exposed 
on the coast of Peru, than at Valparaiso or on the coast of Chili. I remained at Valparaiso twenty-six 
days, which enabled me to accomplish the object of my visit there; and as there was no necessity for my 
remaining there longer, everything relating to our commerce being quiet where this ship would be of 
use, I sailed for this port on my way to Lima, intending to call in at all the intermediate ports, between 
here and that place, where our merchant ships visit. 





Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaac Hull to the Secretary of the Navy, dated 


U.S. Frigate Unirep States, Callao Bay, Peru, April 25, 1826. 

“T have the honor to report to you my return to this port, after an absence of nearly three months, 
I remained four weeks at Valparaiso; touched for a few days at the intermediate posts, (Coquimbo, 
Huasco, Arica and Quilca.) The three last-mentioned places I never before had it in my power to visit; 
they are each much frequented by our merchant vessels, and I was happy to find that our countrymen 
were there treated with respect. 

I received every mark of civility from the authorities of the government at each place, and having 
visited them in this ship, will, I think, have a favorable effect. 


Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaac Hull to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 


U.S. Frieate Unirep States, Callao Bay, May 26, 1826. 

As this vessel sails immediately, I have only a moment to inform you that the officers and crews of 
this ship and the Peacock are in good health, and that nothing of recent date has taken place to interrupt 
our commerce on this side of the Cape. We have now a large number of valuable ships on this coast, 
with valuable cargoes, and I am sorry to say they have come to a bad market, and must suffer great loss. 

The Peacock is under orders to proceed in execution of that part of your instructions directing me to 
go with this ship, or dispatch one of the vessels under my command, to the Sandwich and other islands 
in the Pacific ocean, for the protection of our commerce. Captain Jones is directed to run down the 
coast as far as Paita, for the purpose of laying in stock and other articles for his crew, which are abso- 
lutely necessary, and cannot be purchased here. From Paita he will proceed direct to the Marquesas, 
and remain there as long as in his judgment is necessary; and from the Marquesas he is directed to 
visit Otaheite and such other of the Society Islands as to him mey appear necessary in furtherance of 
the object of his cruise; he is then to visit the Sandwich Islands, and after remaining there as long as 
may be necessary to accomplish the object of his visit, he is to use his discretion as to going to the coasts 
of California and Mexico, Should he arrive at the Sandwich Islands in time to visit the coasts of Cali- 
fornia and Mexico before the term of service of his crew shall have expired, and his ship in every other 
way in a condition to perform the cruise, he is ordered to do so; but should there be any uneasiness 
among his crew on account of their time being out, or any other circumstance that, in his opinion, the 
good of the service requires it, he is to return to this port from the Sandwich Islands, touching in at the 
ports to the northward, on the coast of Peru, to give protection to our ships that are daily leaving here 
for ports to the northward. 

The Peacock has a healthy and fine crew, and no pains have been spared to fit her in the best possi- 
ble manner for the cruise she is to perform. 

(Here follows in the original documents a correspondence of Captain J. D. Elliot, of the navy, and 
others, relating to affairs with Brazil, which will be found in volume 6, on Foreign Relations, No. 238, 
from page 277 to 293, inclusive.) 


Extracts from a letter from Commodore James Biddle, dated— 


Unirep Srares Frigate Macepontan, Rio Janeiro, September 11, 1826. 

Your general order of 10th July last, making known the lamented death of our venerable and vene- 
rated fellow-citizen, John Adams, was received last evening by an arrival from Baltimore. Your general 
order of the Tth of the same month, to which it refers, has not yet been received; and I could not, there- 
fore, know the funeral honors, as they had been pre§eribed by the Department. At sunrise, this ship and 
the Boston displayed their colors half-mast, and so continued them throughout the day. Each ship fired 
thirteen minute guns at sunrise, at noon, and at sundown. 

The death of the illustrious patriots, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, will be lamented by the 
enlightened and the good in every part of the world, without regard to the distinctions of climate or 
nation. The British men-of-war in this harbor testified their respect on the occasion, by displaying their 
colors at half-mast; and I wrote a note to Captain King, the senior officer, expressive of my thanks for 
the respectful manner in which the ships under his command had noticed this mournful dispensation of 
Providence. 

I shall leave orders here for Captain Elliot to testify the national respect for the character and 
services of these illustrious citizens, and the national sorrow for their loss, in like manner with ourselves, 
should he not have previously paid funeral honors at some other port. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COMMODORE WARRINGTON. 


Commodore Lewis Warrington to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U.S. Sup Consrettation, Pensacola, August 10, 1826. 


The John Adams is on the south side of Cuba: the Hornet is on the north side, watching the old 
Bahama Straits, Matanzas, and the Double Headed Shot Keys. 

No piracies have been committed since my last letters. Depredations on our commerce are fortu- 
nately unheard of where they were formerly so frequent, and no interruption has been experienced by it. 

I shall be off Cuba in a few days. The squadron enjoys health, and this ship to an uncommon extent. 





T. 
CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE CRUISE OF THE SLOOP-OF-WAR LEXINGTON FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE FISHERIES. 


Copy of a letter from W. B. Shubrick to Stephen Thacher, Esq., collector at Eastport, dated— 
U. S. Sup Lexrveron, June 19, 1826. 


I have arrived in this harbor, on my way to the fishing grounds frequented by the citizens of the 
United States, for the purpose of protecting the said citizens in their rights; and, at the same time, observing 
that they do not, on their part, give any just cause of complaint by trespassing on the rights of others. 

I request that you will have the goodness to give me any information that you may have received 
on these subjects, and point out to me the fishing grounds most frequented by our citizens during this and 


the two ensuing months. 


S. Thayer, deputy collector, to Master Commandant W. B. Shubrick. 


Custom House, Lubec, June 24, 1826. 


In answer to your letter of the 19th instant, I beg leave, in the absence of Mr. Thacher, to observe, 
that no information, which ultimately proved to be true, has been received the present year, that the 
rights of our citizens engaged in the fisheries have been infringed. The presence of an armed vessel of 
the United States on this station, the past fishing season, with the expectation that one would be sent, the 
present year, to protect our rights, has had, without doubt, a most salutary effect. 

The places most frequented by our citizens engaged in the fisheries, during the present and two 
succeeding months, are the Grand Menan banks; the Nova Scotia shore, from Annapolis to Cape Sable; 
the Bay Chaleur, round the Magdalen Islands; the Straits of Belleisle, and the Labrador coast, as far as 


the Great Bay of Esquimaux. 


Master Commandant W. B. Shubrick to the Secretary of the Navy. 


U. S. Sure Lextneton, Lastport, June 26, 1826. 


Since my letter of the 13th instant, in which I had the honor to announce to you my arrival at this 
place, I have conversed with the deputy collectors for Eastport and Lubec, and have the satisfaction to 
say that I cannot learn from them, or from any other source, that any interruption has been given to the 
pursuits of the citizens of the United States engaged in the fisheries, this season. 


U.S. Sup Lextneton, New York, September 5, 1826. 

Sir: In my letters of the 18th and 20th June, and the 6th of July, I had the honor to make you 
acquainted with my proceedings up to the last date. 

After leaving Eastport, 1 passed south of the North Seal Island, west of the Island of Grand Menan, 
and along the coast of Nova Scotia, as far as Cape Canso. Passing through the Gut of Canso, I anchored 
at Entry Island, one of the Magdalen groupe. Leaving the Magdalen Islands, I made the Island of New- 
foundland at Cape Ray, run down the northeast coast of the island, and anchored at the Bay of Islands. 
From the Bay of Islands, I continued down the coast of Newfoundland as far as Cape Rich, from which I 
crossed over to the coast of Labrador, and anchored at Blanche Sablon, and coasted from thence as far as 
54 deg. 45 min. north, visiting, either with the ship or boats, all the harbors most resorted to by American 
fishermen. 

I did not go farther north, because the navigation had become very unsafe, from the immense quan- 
tities of ice on the coast, and I could not learn that any fishermen had gone beyond Greedy Island, in 53 
deg. 45 min. north. 

On the Ist of August, being then in 54 deg. and 45 min. north, the ice extended, in apparently a 
solid body, from northwest to southeast. Returning through the Straits of Belleisle, I met, on the 9th 
of August, the British sloop-of-war Orestes, Captain William Jones, and we anchored nearly at the same 
time, at Isle au Bois. After exchanging civilities in the most cordial manner, Captain Jones and myself 
visited, together, the fishing establishments of Blanche Sablon and Brasdor. ; 

A few days before I fell in with the Orestes, she had run against an island of ice, and lost her bow- 
sprit. Fogs and strong southwest winds kept us together for a week, during which time the most friendly 
intercourse was kept up between the officers of the two ships. F 

After leaving Isle au Bois, I passed again along the north coast of Newfoundland, to Cape Ray, 
between Cape Ray and Cape North, and along the coasts of Cape Breton Island and Nova Scotia, with 
the intention of going again to Eastport; but, in consequence of light winds and thick fogs, I did not get 
to Cape Sable until the 29th ult.; when, finding I could not go into the Bay of Fundy without a very 
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great probability of being detained after the 15th of September, I determined to make the best of my 
way to this place. 

The American fishermen in the Bay of Fundy have not experienced any interruption in their pursuits 
this season, nor have any complaints, so far as I could learn, been made against them. They, as well as 
the inhabitants of Eastport, speak in terms of approbation of the conduct of the present commander of 
the English brig-of-war Dotterel. Many of the difficulties complained of hitherto in the Bay of Fundy, 
have arisen from the circumstance of our fishermen, belonging to Eastport, Machias, and Lubec, having 
formed matrimonial connections with the inhabitants of Grand Menan, and being induced thereby to visit 
the harbors of that island for other purposes than ‘‘for shelter,’ ‘repairing damages,” “ purchasing 
wood,” or “obtaining water.” 

While in the Bay of Fundy I saw no British cruiser, except the one mentioned in my letter of the 
6th of July. On the coast of Nova Scotia I saw not one American fisherman. I spoke almost every 
schooner that I saw, but they all proved to be from the small settlements on the coast, except an English 
schooner from Quebec, bound to Jamaica. 

The American fishermen who have resorted to the Magdalen Islands, have not, that I could learn, at 
any time experienced any interruption, either from the cruisers or from citizens of any nation. They have 
taken their fish on the shoals around the islands, and, by agreement with the inhabitants, made (or cured) 
them on Amherst Isle, one of the group, loaded their vessels, and gone home; mutual harmony subsisting 
all the time. 

On the northwest coast of Newfoundland, not one American fisherman is to be found: they have been 
obliged to abandon all the fishing grounds around the islands, in consequence of the vexatious conduct 
of the French cruisers, and the agents for the French fishing establishments on the coast, who have driven 
them from the harbors, at times when shelter, if not absolutely necessary, was very desirable; not allow- 
ing them to procure wood or water, or even to take fish enough for their immediate use. This conduct 
operates with great severity on our citizens, as the best harbors in the Straits of Belleisle are on the New- 
foundland side, abounding in fish and bait, and affording great facilities for procuring wood and water. 
From this coast the ice clears at least a fortnight earlier than from the opposite one of Labrador, and 
hence, fish are to be taken here so much earlier. It was the custom of our fishermen, formerly, to take 
one-third, and sometimes one-half of their fares on the Newfoundland side, and thence cross to Labrador 
at as early a period as they can now commence their fishing. On crossing over to the coast of Labrador, 
American fishermen are to be found in great numbers, from Phillipian Bay to Cape Charles; they have 
uninterruptedly pursued their occupation of taking fish, and only in one instance, that I could learn, has 
there been any demands made on them for the privilege of drying them on shore. 

At Brasdor, a Mr. Jones, who claims to be proprietor of the surrounding rocks, has demanded from 
each American vessel, one, and sometimes two quintals of fish, for the privilege of drying them on shore; 
this has generally been acquiesced in cheerfully; some of the fishermen, however, complained to me, 
that they thought it an unjust exaction, because they doubted if Jones could prove his ownership in the 
rocks, they being separated from the main land. I conversed with Jones on the subject, and he promised 
me that he would procure from the proper office at St. Johns a copy of an official record, which would 
satisfy any doubts that might be entertained by the fishermen, or by any American officer who might 
visit that place hereafter. My own opinion is, that Jones only exercises a right that is clearly his; he 
resides at this place all the year, and is, therefore, an inhabitant, as well as proprietor of the soil. 

There have not been so many vessels employed in fishing this season as for several seasons past, and 
very few have gone further north than Cape Charles. At Greedy Island, where Captain Parker found 
twenty or thirty sail, I found but one; at Indian Island none, and not more than six altogether; have 
gone as far as 53 deg. 30 min. north. 

In all my intercourse with the fishermen, I have been at great pains to impress on their minds that, 
while it is the intention of the government to protect them in all their rights, it is, at the same time, 
bound to prevent them from trespassing on the rights of others; and that I should feel it equally my 
duty to report any misconduct on their part, as to resent any injury done to them. 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to say, that the conduct of all my officers has been perfectly 
satisfactory. I have, during a cruise made perilous by immense quantities of ice, thick, and almost con- 
stant fogs, inaccurate charts, and pilots unused to any vessel larger than a fishing smack, received from 
each, in his respective situation, the most zealous and efficient assistance. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. W. B. SHUBRICK. 
Hon. Samvet L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 





U. 


PAPERS IN RELATION TO THE GREEK SHIP LIBERATOR. 


Iiovse or Representatives, May 10, 1826. 


Sir: The Committee on Naval Affairs have instructed me to inquire of the Department of the Navy 
whether the arrangements made by the Department, for executing the act of the 29th April, 1816, for the 
gradual increase of the navy, would be injuriously interfered with if the building of one of the frigates 
authorized by that act should be suspended for the present, and the timber for her frame secured, and the 
government be authorized to purchase, in lieu of such frigate, for the naval service, a ship of equal, or 
rather superior force, if the same can be procured for the United States on advantageous terms. 

Your respectful and obedient servant, 
H. R. STORRS, Chairman Naval Committee. 

Hon. Sam’: L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Hon. Henry R. Storrs, chairman of Naval Committee, 
House of Representatives, dated— 
May 12, 1826. 


In answer to your letter of the 10th, I have the honor to state that I do not perceive that the arrange” 
ments made by the Navy Department, for executing the law of the 29th April, 1816, for the gradual 
increase of the navy, would be, in any respect, injuriously interfered with, if the building of one of the 
frigates authorized by that act should be suspended for the present, and the timber for her frame secured, 
and the Executive be authorized to purchase, in lieu of such frigate, a ship of equal or superior force. 
The timber may be so secured as to prevent any injury to it, and it will be necessary either for building 
or repairs at some future period. 


Copy of instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodores William Bainbridge, Isaac Chauncy, and 
Jacob Jones, dated— 


May 29, 1826. 


At the late session of Congress a law was passed, of which I enclose a copy. 

It is understood that there are now lying at New York two vessels coming within the description 
contained in the law, built by or under the agency of G. G. & S. Howland, and of Le Roy, Bayard & Uo. 

It is the wish of the Department that you examine those vessels, with as little delay as practicable, 
and furnish a full report of their state and qualities, with an estimate of their value. 


Copy of a letter from Commodores William Bainbridge, Jacob Jones, and I. Chauncy, to the Secretary of the 
Navy, dated— 
WasurneTon, June 21, 1826. 


We have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 26th ultimo. We examined the ships therein 
referred to, and think the one called the Liberator the best adapted for the public service of the United 
States. Her size is that of a forty-four of the first class. She appears to have been faithfully built, 
though her frame, being of white oak, is, as respects the material, greatly inferior to that of the ships 
building under the law for the gradual increase of the navy. 

With respect to the “state and qualities” of this ship, we can only observe that she is new, and 
appears to be sound throughout; and from her form and dimensions, we should judge favorably of her 

ualities. 
* We have carefully prepared, and now respectfully submit, the accompanying estimate (A) as to her 
value, including her cannon and carronades, and such quantity of shot (particularly mentioned in the 
estimate) as is allowed to a vessel of her class about to proceed on a cruise, of the kind stated in the 
inventory. . 


Copy of instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to J. K. Paulding, Esq., Navy agent, New York, dated— 
Aveust 12, 1826. 


I enclose to you an estimate of the value of the sixty gun ship, now lying at New York, said to 
have been built by Le Roy, Bayard & Co., and G. G. & I. 8. Howland, for the agents of the Greek govern- 
ment. By this estimate you will perceive that certain materials for its equipment are embraced in the 
general amount. The legal title of the ship is now said to be in the arbitrators who were selected to 
setttle the controversy between the builders and the Greek agents. 

You are hereby instructed to place the papers before the district attorney of the United States for 
the State of New York, and obtain from him an opinion as to the right and power of the arbitrators to 
transfer the title to the United States, should a purchase be made; and if it be his opinion that a good 
title can be made, you will obtain from him the papers necessary and proper to make the conveyance 
legal, and purchase said vessel from those authorized to sell it for the amount of said estimate, viz: 
$230,570.97. 

You may permit the agents or owners of the other Greek vessels to take from this any articles which 
are on board, designed for its equipment, deducting from the amount of the estimate the estimated value 
of such articles as are taken. 

Should you make the purchase, let the vessel be delivered immediately to Commodore Chauncy. The 
amount of the purchase money has been remitted to you by this day’s mail. 

It is desired that not the least delay be permitted in concluding this transaction. 


A. 


Estimate of the value of the ship-of-war, the Liberator. 
Wood of every description for the hull, with a live oak frame, would cost $65,000. In this 
frame there are about 24,000 cubical feet. Live oak costs $1.424, and white oak is esti- 
mated at 60 cents; difference 824 cents per cubical foot, $19,800, deducted from the 





$65,000, leaves......ceeeeees (ie relies kanes Eye ee ee ee ee ey eer ee eS $45,200 00 
PU sci nenncewws CEN S Sane d a sds vdeo eee ves ic'e swebees {es edpeesaceesicesecosecs ° 9,795 00 
Copper and composition. ...........cecccccecacece een ere ort TTT re TET er eT Te 27,140 00 
Standing and running rigging, cables, hawsers, and messengers, per inventory.......+++. 12,698 00 
oma a Sere Tener reer ves 1,822 80 

7 (45 do 1} 
Boats, with oars complete..... (xdeeeenen eee beets ceseeeensees rrr err Ter rT wee. 1,885 00 
Water casks, 33,300 gallons.......... ree rrre rere rere TTT eer Teer Te ceeesoeces 3,330 00 
ate EE covcceees POrrrerre rer reer ee cee cccccccons Tr reTTTery. Ceeeseeorere 5,000 00 
Oink eka haw eeu eavb eee ken eees sae stee ORES Ree Hees (ath bose ees eedes evens 17,000 00 
 see-canptapae OE EEE Te CoP ede Geeeeiresesseaeaca eee eens amede 4,474 00 
EOE GE CVOTY GOBCTIION 6 0.0 o ccc cck cs cccscesecsenessepedbovsecevecsececcesescsocus 55,000 00 
ees tee eat a PR OTE CCT TE CE TUTTO TCE TUTTE E Te TREE eenenewa' 4,000 00 
errr re Pree ee rer err rer eee Tre eT ete Te eT Pee ee Tee er 2,000 00 
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Armament; 32 34-pound Cannon......ceceecececeeeseec cence ersceeeserescssvsscsecess $13,566 00 
3,000 32-pound shot, and 900 32-pound grape.....ssseeeeeseeeececececeeceeccceceseees 7,004 00 
30 42-pound carronades......seeeeeeeeeeeecee cer eeenee seeeeeecrseeecsessceessesses 9,990 00 
1,275 42-pound shot, and 500 42-pound grape.......seeeceeeee ess ceeeeeeceeeeeesereeee 1,680 00 
Gun carriages, and all the apparatus belonging to the armament, including the stores in the 

gunner’s department, the magazine furniture, the forge, bellows, and all the articles 

belonging to the blacksmith’s department, per Inventory.......s..sseeeeeeereseceeee 13,426 17 


$230,570 97 








— 





Copy of a letter from Commodore Bainbridge to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Aveust 25, 1826. 

We have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 25th instant, with Mr. Constavlo’s, in which he 
claims an allowance for the masts and spars of the Liberator, as not having been included in the general 
estimate as to her cost. : 

On referring to the estimate, it appears that the wood of the masts and spars was included in the 
item of $65,000; the terms ‘‘ masts and spars” were inadvertently omitted in the heading of that item: 
that the iron, as stated by Captain Chauncey, was also included, but it appears that the labor of making 
the masts and spars was not included in the general estimate for labor; we therefore think that the value 
of this labor should be allowed in addition to the amount of the general estimate. There is some difficulty 
in forming a precise estimate as to the cost of this labor, but we think that $3,000 would be a liberal 
allowance—say three thousand dollars. 





Copy of a letter ftom R. Tillotson, Esq., to James K. Paulding, Esq., dated— 


New York, August 22, 1826. 

I have examined the papers submitted to me in relation to the purchase of the ship Liberator. I 
find that the ownership of the property was legally acquired by the arbitrators, who propose to convey, 
and are of opinion they are entitled to give a good title. The bill of sale to be executed by the arbitra- 
tors will of course be accompanied by delivery, and the register surrendered at the custom house by the 
parties. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Isaac Chauncey to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
U. S. Navy Yarn, New York, August 28, 1826. 
In pursuance of your order of the 12th instant I took possession of the frigate called the Liberator, 


on the 23d inst., purchased by the Navy agent, and this morning she was brought to the Navy yard, 
where she is now moored. 





W. 
COPIES AND EXTRACTS RESPECTING THE AFRICAN AGENCY. 


Secretary of the Navy to Dr. John W. Peaco, principal agent of the United States for liberated Africans, 
Washington. 


Navy Department, December 28, 1825. 


In virtue of the authority vested in him by the act of Congress, approved 3d March, 1819, the 
President of the United States has appointed you the principal agent of this government “ upon the coast 
of Africa, for receiving the negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, delivered from on board vessels seized 
in the prosecution of the slave trade, by the commanders of the United States armed vessels.’ 

Your commission has been already prepared and delivered; and you will receive herewith a printed 
copy of the laws in relation to the slave trade, for your guidance. 

The instructions heretofore given to those who have preceded you in the discharge of this duty, 
copies of which accompany this, will exhibit the views entertained by the Executive respecting the 
general concerns of the agency, at the various periods at which those instructions were written, and you 
will regard them as a guide to yourself on those points in which they have not been executed or altered, 
and in which the situation of the agency has not been changed since they were given. Time, and the 
progress made in improvements, since its first establishment, have lessened many of its wants, and in 
some respects varied its character. 

You will perceive that all the agents have been particularly directed not to connect their views, or 
in any way to interfere with those of the Colonization Society. From the circumstance that they have 
been simultaneously clothed with powers, both from the government and the society, it has been found 
difficult rigidly to adhere to this part of their instructions, located at the same place, for mutual defence 
and accommodation: and the resources of the society sometimes falling short of the benevolent inten- 
tions of its supporters, the colonists have frequently been dependent on the supplies furnished by the 
government, for the use of the liberated Africans, for their own sustenance; and the agents, from motives 
of prudence and humanity, distributed provisions among the settlers, to preserve them from want and 
dispersion; but in this the government has probably sustained no loss. In return, the colonists have con- 
tributed their labor, in the erection of buildings and other improvements, and to the defence of the estab- 
lishment from attacks, which, without their aid, might have proved fatal, and would certainly have 
required larger expenditures of money. 

A question has recently been submitted, how far the government is disposed to sanction such a prac- 
tice in future. The original instructions contemplated and authorized the employment of a certain num- 
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ber of persons as mechanics, laborers, nurses, washers, &c., as a means of affording some stimulus and 
encouragement to the colonists in the infancy of the establishment, and the colonists were properly used 
in that way. How far a continuance of this course will be found necessary, or may be justified, must 
depend on the condition of the agency, and be determined by the discretion of the agent. 

It is probable that Congress, in passing the law, and making appropriations for carrying it into effect, 
did not anticipate that the expense of the colony would rest upon the government. It was presumed that 
the society would furnish the means to meet the necessities of its own establishment. Such, however, 
has not been the case; but it is believed that they have gone to the extent of their funds, and it is 
probable that they have not now the ability to afford much further succor, should it be necessary. But, 
as the agency cannot be sustained without the aid of the colonists—as they will be found indispensable 
auxiliaries in case of attack—and as their services, both in labor and defence, will merit compensation, 
you are authorized, until further orders, to employ them in both, as you shall find expedient and proper, 
and to make them a fit allowance of provisions and supplies, as their necessities may require, and the 
interest of the agency demand; but in doing this, you will use the strictest economy. 

Supplies from this country must always be precarious; and you will not fail, on all proper occasions, 
to impress upon their minds the necessity of their utmost endeavors to support themselves by labor and 
the products of the soil, and of not being dependent upon your assistance, or any other resources. 

For the purpose of protection against attacks from the natives, should any of them manifest a dispo- 
sition to be hostile, it would be prudent, as a measure of precaution, to teach both the colonists and the 
liberated Africans the use of small arms. From their remote and insulated situation, they must rely on 
their own exertions for defence by land. It is to be hoped, however, that the increase of numbers in the 
settlement, their preparations and constant readiness to repel invasion, together with the occasional pre- 
sence of a vessel-of-war, will deter the natives from any future attempts to molest them. 

The necessity of keeping a military force, in the pay of the government, is not sufficiently apparent 
to authorize such a step, in the present condition of the colony, or without farther evidence of its utility. 
It is believed that the residents can be more profitably employed in the cultivation of the soil, and the 
erection of buildings, and other improvements, required by an augmented population. By organizing 
themselves into a local militia, for occasional drill, at stated periods, all the purposes of a military force 
will be obtained, without incurring the expense. It should not be forgotten by them, that, while they 
are acquiring knowledge in the science of war, they are creating a safeguard for their own protection, as 
well as for that of the interests of the government. Heretofore the agency and colony have been mutu- 
ally beneficial in this respect; without the presence of the colonists, the United States would have been 
subjected to greater charge for military protection, but without the assistance afforded by the govern- 
ment, in maintaining the colonists, they could not have succeeded in their plans. It is very desirable 
that the recaptured Africans should remain at the agency, so long as to acquire some knowledge of the 
arts and comforts of civilized life; but should any of them discover their nation and country, and desire 
to return to their homes, you will not oppose their wishes, but facilitate and promote them. For the large 
number of Africans now in Georgia, who have been decreed to be restored to liberty, and whom it is 
intended to remove to the agency, as soon as some preliminary steps are completed, it will be necessary 
to provide shelter and means of comfort on their arrival. It will be your duty to take immediate measures 
to prepare for their reception, as they will probably reach the colony by the time you are ready for them. 
Various buildings have, from time to time, been authorized, but their capacity for the accomodations of 
these Africans, in addition to those already there, cannot be determined, except by personal observation. 
A quantity of lumber and other articles has been purchased and shipped on board the Georgiana, and 
buildings have recently been erected with. such materials as were on the spot. The plan fixed upon by 
the acting agent has no doubt been adopted, as most suitable to the climate. The buildings must be 
finished in the simplest and cheapest manner. 

It is understood to be the intention of the Colonization Society to appoint Mr. Ashmun their principal 
agent on the coast. He has had the active charge of the agency of the government constantly since the 
resignation of Dr. Ayres, and occasionally previous to that event. He will be continued as yuur assistant 
agent. His salary was, heretofore, fixed at 1,500 dollars, until the further orders of the Department, and 
will cease upon your arrival. He will be allowed, from that time, at the rate of 1,200 dollars per annum. 
From his long residence in Africa, his experience in the affairs of the agency, and acquaintance with the 
manners and habits of the natives, you will derive advantage, and, it is not doubted, that his cordial 
co-operation will be promptly afforded in all matters tending to promote the interest of the establishment. 

You will keep very exact and minute accounts of all expenses of the agency, of every description, 
and, as far as it is in your power, separate those which arise from the provisions and support given to 
the colonists, from the other expenditures for the agency for recaptured Africans. You will prepare 
quarterly statements of the condition of the settlement, its general health, and the progress made in the 
various departments, together with estimates of the wants of the agency, in advance, and care will be 
taken to supply those wants as early as practicable. Your accounts of expenditures must also be made 
out quarterly, and forwarded to the Fourth Auditor, for examination and settlement; prudence will dic- 
tate to you the necessity of taking duplicate or triplicate receipts for all payments. These you will 
transmit by the earliest conveyances. Whenever opportunities occur, by circuitous routes, for commu- 
nicating with the Department, it would be well to avail of them, as direct ones are not frequent, and to 
send duplicates and even triplicates of all your communications, by different conveyances; and that no 
opportunity may be lost, you will be careful to have them regularly prepared, to take advantage of any 
conveyance that may offer. Commence your quarters with January, April, July, and October. 

For the disbursements of the agency, and the purchase of supplies from transient traders, you will 
negotiate drafts upon the Department; and if it will facilitate the operation, or be any accommodation to 
the holders, you are authorized to make them payable wherever branches of the United States Bank are 
located. The sum of five thousand dollars, it is presumed, will be sufficient for the ensuing year. Should 
it be found more for the interest of the government, or impracticable to dispose of drafts on the United 
States, you are permitted to draw to the amount of five hundred pounds sterling on Messrs. Baring, 
Brothers & Co., bankers of the United States, London, with whom a credit will be established in your 
favor. For every bill you will transmit a letter of advice to the Department, stating the amount, rate of 
exchange, and necessity for drawing; and you will also advise Messrs. Baring, Brothers & Co., of every 
draft on them. 

A claim of long standing has been preferred by K. Macauly, of Sierra Leone, which you will receive 
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separate instructions to liquidate. In the event of your having to draw on London for the amount which 
may be due to him, your credit there will be extended to one thousand pounds. 

The Navy agent at Norfolk has been directed to pay, upon your requisition, for two boats, with the 
necessary appendages. The small arms, and other military stores mentioned, will be provided from the 
Navy yard at Gosport. The hospital stores mentioned in the list furnished by you, you will purchase in 
Baltimore or Norfolk, on the best possible terms, and draw a requisition upon the agent there for the cost. 

Your compensation has been fixed at $1,600 per annum, to commence from the first day of February 
last, and the further sum of $500, which will be allowed for providing the small stores requisite for your 
convenience on the passage, and on your arrival. 

It is intended, in a short time, to send to the coast of Africa, for a cruise, one of the vessels-of-war, 
and hereafter to send one at intervals of three or four months, should the situation of the service permit 
it. In this there will be two objects—to give countenance to the agency, and to repress the slave trade. 
Your duty in reference to them will be, to acquire and furnish to the commanding officers all useful 
information in relation to these objects, and to give to our vessels all the assistance, especially in the 
medical branch of the service, in your power. Your skill may often be useful in advising and aiding the 
medical officers, in cases of sickness. 

You will proceed, as early as practicable, to Norfolk, in the execution of the trust reposed in you by 
your appointment, and the duties enjoined by these instructions, to take passage on board the ship 
Georgiana, Capt. Cornick, which vessel has been chartered by the Colonization Society for the purpose of 
taking a number of emigrants, stores, &c., to Cape Mesurado. 

The remoteness of the settlement from this country, the difficulty and tardiness of communications, 
render it necessary to trust much to the discretion of the agent. Relying with confidence upon the exer- 
cise of a sound judgment, a strict attention to economy, and unremitted endeavors for the improvement 
of those placed under your care, my best wishes for your individual welfare are united to those of a large 
portion of this nation, who look forward with earnest hope for the success of this beneficent undertaking. 


Secretary of the Navy to Jehudi Ashmun, Esq., Cape Mesurado, Africa. 


Navy Department, December 31, 1825. 


Since my letter to you of 25th January last, I have received your several communications, 15th, 20th 
and 25th January; 11th and 22d February; Ist and 5th April; 15th June and 22d August, with their 
respective enclosures, the contents of all which have been duly noted. 

Your representations of the situation of the agency and colony afford a pleasing proof of the increas- 
ing strength and improvement of the establishment, creditable to your zeal and the industry of those 
under your charge. The recent appointment of Dr. Peaco, as principal agent of the United States, will 
supersede that previously conferred on you, and your salary, as such, will cease from the time of his 
arrival. You will, however, be continued as his assistant agent, and allowed a compensation at the rate 
of $1,200 per annum. 

I have no doubt that you will render Dr. Peaco all the assistance in your power, and that from your 
long residence in Africa, and acquaintance with the natives, you will be essentially useful to him. 

I have directed the Fourth Auditor to furnish a statement of your account, which will accompany 
this; your salary has been calculated to the present day, and the balance that may be due will be paid 
to the Rev. Wm. Hawley, as your attorney, or in any other manner you may direct. 


Secretary of the Navy to Hon. John Marshall, Chief Justice of Supreme Court, Richmond, Virginia. 


Navy Department, January 5, 1826. 


I have received your letter of the 1st instant, requesting information concerning the negroes in 
Georgia, which were on board the Gen. Ramirez. Arrangements were made last summer for carrying 
into effect the decision of the Supreme Court, by transmitting its mandate to the United States district 
attorney in Georgia. Some difficulty has arisen in consequence of the Spanish claimant insisting that 
those decreed to be delivered to him should be determined by lot, instead of by proof on each individual 
negro. Ona reference of the question to the circuit court, there was a division of opinion, and it was 
determined to submit it to the Supreme Court. This will cause some delay in the delivery of the Africans 
to the United States; many of them had been brought into Savannah, by those to whom they were hired, 
and put into the custody of the marshal, and the rest were soon expected. 

Dr. Peaco, the agent appointed by the government, will take passage in the vessel chartered by the 
Colonization Society, which it is supposed will sail soon, and has been instructed to prepare for their 
reception. Immediately on his arrival, no time will be lost in sending these negroes to the agency, after 
the Supreme Court shall have decided upon the mode in which they are to be allotted. 


Secretary of the Navy to R. W. Habersham, Esq., United States attorney, Savannah, Georgia. 


Navy Department, January 3, 1826. 

I have received your letter of the 22d ultimo, respecting the proceedings in the case of the negroes 
of the Ramirez. That portion of it which related to the decision of the Spanish rights, by lot, created 
surprise, as it was supposed that the question had been clearly settled by the opinion of the Supreme 
Court. But, in the present situation of the case, all that can be done is to expedite the settlement of the 
question, and the collection of the negroes, as much as possible; and I have only to request the favor of 
your active attention to every part of the case, and that I be constantly advised of the progress which 
you make. 


Secretary of the Navy to John Nicholson, Esq., marshal of the district of Louisiana, New Orleans. 


Navy Deparrment, January 10, 1826. 

I have received your letter of the 7th ultimo, enclosing a copy of one of 23d July, the original of 
which was also received in due time; but no directions were given at the moment, presuming that the 
necessary steps would have been taken to have the Africans brought to trial before the answer could 
have reached you. 
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I have written to the district attorney of the United States to adopt such measures as may seem 
proper to bring the subject before the court for decision, and to consult with you upon the course to be 
pursued. In the meantime, if the Africans can be hired out to humane and discreet persons, giving bond 
for their appearance when called for, it would be best to do so, to avoid the expense of their maintenance; 
otherwise they must be provided for, and takeu care of, until the decision of the court. 

In the event of their being hired, you will submit to the Department an account of such moneys as 
may be received for their labor, and the cost of their support from the time of seizure; also, a statement 
of your other proceedings in relation to them. 


Secretary of the Navy to J. W. Smith, Esq., United States district attorney, New Orleans. 


Navy Department, January 10, 1826. 


I am informed by the marshal at New Orleans that a number of Africans have been seized by the 
revenue Officers, in an attempt to introduce them into the United States contrary to law, on board a 
schooner called the Fell’s Point. 

I have to request that you will take such measures, in conjunction with the marshal, as may seem 
necessary and proper, to have the Africans brought to trial before the United States district court, and 
inform me of its decision as soon as it may be made known. 

Nothing can be done, as to their final disposition, until the decree of court determines to whom they 
are to be delivered. Your early attention to the subject is particularly desirable. 


Secretary of the Navy to R. W. Habersham, Esq., United States district attorney, Savannah, Georgia. 


. Navy Department, August 10, 1826. 


It is extremely desirable that something should be done towards removing the Africans of the General 
Ramirez out of the country, as the expense of their maintenance will soon absorb the amount appropriated 
by Congress. 

It is understood that the Supreme Court determined the mode in which the division was to be made 
among the claimants, and it can only remain for the circuit court to give the necessary order. 

Will you be pleased to inform me what has been done since the last term of the Supreme Court, and 
whether there is anything absolutely to prevent the delivery of the Africans? If only a part of them 
could be sent off, it would reduce the expense of their support. I also wish to ascertain what is their 
present situation, and if an arrangement cannot be made with the Portuguese claimant for the delivery 
of a portion, or the whole, without an order of court, should it be impracticable to obtain it immediately. 


Unirep States Acency ror Liperatep Arricans, Cape Mesurado, October 14, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to state that an unexpected event has augmented considerably the number of 
liberated Africans connected with this agency. 

The Spanish schooner Clarida, of about eighty tons, Captain ———, master and supercargo, with an 
assorted cargo, adapted to the slave traffic of this coast, owned by several merchants of Havana, names 
unknown, sailed from that port on the 30th of May last, having on board a crew, including officers, of 
twenty to twenty-five men. Ostensibly she was, in all respects, regularly documented, except the 
specification in her clearance of the objects of her voyage, which is disguised under the general phrase- 
ology of ‘‘ trade in the productions of the country.” 

This vessel arrived in Liberia Bay early in July, and about the 20th of that month, having contracted 
with several native slave dealers of the neighborhood for 140 slaves, to be delivered in three months, 
commenced landing her cargo, at a town sixteen miles to the northward of this cape, belonging to an 
intelligent headman, who passed by the name of Yellow Will, in the territory and subject to the juris- 
diction of King Bristol. 

About the first of September, merchandise, equal in value to the purchase of one hundred slaves, had 
been sent ashore, and nearly all distributed under the direction of the two chiefs already mentioned. 
Before the 20th she had lost both her anchors; and to sustain her ground was obliged constantly to stand 
off and on, under easy sail, at about two leagues from the shore. 

The captain had remained at the factory from the first; but falling sick late in September, went on 
board on the 30th of that month, leaving in his place, to conduct the business of the factory, his mate, 
Zugaste, assisted by two seamen of the names of Juliana and Baptiste. The captain, who had been some 
time ashore, preparing light spars to accelerate the return voyage of the schooner, also remained. 

On the 5th of October inst., the English merchant hermaphrodite brig Tom Cod, of Bristol, England, 
Captain Potter, a well known trader on the coast, standing down the bay from Cape Mount, fell in with 
the Clarida, off Digby.* The schooner, after standing along a short time in the track of the Englishman, 
hailed and demanded, ‘‘ where bound?’ was answered, ‘to Mesurado,” and continued on about half a 
mile astern of the Tom Cod, until the latter vessel cast anchor in our roads, at one o’clock on the same 
day. The Englishman running up his ensign on coming to an anchor, was answered by the hoisting of 
the Spanish flag on board the Clarida. 

The Spaniard lay by until half-past six, P. M., when, approaching the Tom Cod, under cover of the 
night, (which here commences at that hour) sent her boat with twelve armed men alongside, who 
instantly boarded, but without offering any violence. 

They inquired if they could be furnished with an anchor, and stated that they had had the misfortune 
to lose their own. On receiving a negative answer, and having accurately examined the force of the 
brig, they all went on board their own vessel, declaring, at the same time, that ‘an anchor they must 
have, and might as well perish, in fighting for it, if they could not obtain it by other means, as to be lost 
for the want of one.” 

At seven, the Spaniards came abreast of the brig, at half pistol shot distance, and ordered the officer 
of the latter to weigh his anchor. With this order, the mate, who, in the absence of Captain Potter ashore, 
had charge of the vessel, refused to comply; when the Clarida fired two shots in succession into the Tom 
Cod from a long revolving nine-pounder; and, immediately after, sent eighteen armed men on board of 





* Bristol’s territory, commencing ten miles, and extending twenty, from Cape Mesurado, is distinguished by this name. 











752 NAVAL AFFAIRS. [No. 319, 





her, who took possession, driving her crew forward, and forcing them to weigh their anchor and make sail. 
Both vessels then stood out together two leagues, when the anchor of the brig was let go in 18 fathoms, 
All these operations were directed by the Spaniard, who had taken his station on the quarter deck of the 
brig. The vessel was also steered by a Spaniard; but worked by their own crew, who acted from 
compulsion; the pirates being ranged fore and aft, with their arms in their hands. 

A communication was now formed, by means of a strong rope bent to the bight of the Englishman’s 
chain cable, and taken on board of the Spaniard. The end of the chain thus secured was then slipped, 
roused aboard of the Clarida, and bent to her windlass. 

The Tom Cod was detained by another anchor, let go for the purpose, till four o’clock on the morning 
of the sixth; when the pirates, after plundering her cabin and deck of a variety of articles, left her, went 
aboard of their own vessel, weighed the anchor which they had taken from the brig, and made sail. The 
brig being thus liberated, weighed her ancbor, stood back to Mesurado roads, and made the agent 
acquainted with the transaction, at four o’clock on the same evening. 

Having received the testimony of six individuals, all going to prove the piracy and identify the 
Clarida, and obtained of Captain Potter the use of his brig to punish the pirate, I dispatched a messenger, 
on the morning of the 7th, to all the native chiefs to the northward of the Mesurado, to assure them that 
whatever military movements might be necessary for me to make along the beach, none was to be 
directed against them, and that it was expected, on their part, that they were to interfere with those 
movements in no way whatever. 

The military of this colony is organized into a corps of independent infantry, consisting of thirty- 
six young men, and a corps of artillerists, consisting of forty-eight. From the former I made a requi- 
sition of twenty-five men to act under Captain James C. Barbour, their commander, and their other 
officers. Twenty-two artillerists, under Captain F. James, the commanding officer of their corps, at ny 
request, volunteered to attend me on board the Tom Cod. 

I then gave Captain Barbour written instructions to proceed the same evening with his force, taking 
two days’ provisions, to the mouth of the St. Paul, five miles, send one division by the Stockton, in 
boats, and conduct the other along the beach, encamp at the place of rendezvous till daylight on the 
8th, and then advance by the beach upon Digby, awaiting further orders, which I was to send him from 
the brig. 

But should the brig, by any accident, fall into the hands of the pirates, or be pursued out to sea, he 
was to seize upon the factory at Yellow Will’s, and make the best of his way back with the prisoners, 
slaves, and property captured in it. In this young officer’s prudence and intrepidity, and in the exact 
discipline and firmness of his men, I knew I could entirely confide. 

With the twenty-two volunteers under Captain James, I went on board the Tom Cod at four o’clock, 
taking along two carriage guns, and a suitable provision of ammunition belonging to the agency. Of 
these brave fellows, eight had, on two former occasions, fought at my side for nearly three hours in our 
bloody conflicts with the natives; and I knew they would all follow wherever it might be necessary for 
me to lead them. Their number was greater than the crew of the Spaniard by six men, and our weight 
of metal considerably superior; so that there is little doubt, had we fallen in with the pirate, that she 
must have been taken. But it was not our lot to engage him. 

During the night I had brought the brig to the windward of Digby, upon which we bore down under 
the American flag at daylight on the morning of the 8th, ready for action. The morning was thick, and 
it was not until half-past one o’clock that I was able to ascertain the absence of the Clarida, which, I 
afterwards learned, had not communicated with the shore, nor been seen from Digby, since the robbery of 
the brig. 

Captain Barbour’s division having now arrived, I landed with five men through the surf, ordering 
the brig to lie off and on till she should receive a signal to return to Mesurado; and at a few minutes 
past nine entered Yellow Will’s town, but found the factory abandoned, and the slaves and nearly all the 
property gone. I soon learned that the whole had been conveyed across Poor river, a broad and deep 
stream, which has its course parallel with this part of the coast, and at only two miles distant from it. 

Messengers were immediately dispatched to King Bristol and Will, conveying my friendly assuran- 
ces, but insisting on the immediate delivery of the Spaniards, and all the slaves and property belonging 
to the factory, into my hands. In reply I was openly informed that both refused to comply with the 
demand, but assured, secretly, by one of the headmen, that the King was willing to see me seize upon 
the concern, provided the business could be so managed as to save the appearance of treachery to their 
customers on the part of himself and his people. I perceived the force and intention of this hint at once, 
and took my measures accordingly. 

After a personal interview with Bristol and Will, I returned, and with twelve men, crossing the 
Poor river in a small canoe which could carry but four men at a time, soon obtained possession of the 
Spaniards at a town situated a short distance from that in which the wreck of the factory was con- 
cealed. 
In the meantime I had perfectly informed myself of the exact state of the concern at that time. 

Two of the four Spaniards left ashore were ill. Goods of the value of ninety slaves had been 
already advanced to the country dealers, on which only fourteen had yet been received at the factory. 
Goods equal in value to about six hundred dollars only remained in the factory on the morning of the 8th, 
when, in the confusion caused by the alarm at daylight, nearly the whole had fallen into the hands of 
the country people, who, under color of assisting the Spaniards to secure their goods, had carried them 
off. But the fourteen slaves had been preserved. 

None of the four Spaniards now in my custody were on board the Clarida at the time of her commit- 
ting the piracy of the 5th, nor had communicated with her since that act: and there was not even pre- 
sumptive proof that the character of the vessel was piratical by the laws of Spain previous to the perpe- 
tration of the robbery of that date. 

The slaves, and all the property remaining, were surrendered into my hands by the mate, Zugaste, 
at three o’clock on the 9th, and the four Spaniards discharged from custody on the grounds just stated. 

A part of the goods, as per the accompanying statement, amounting to forty-three dollars, was 
restored to the mate for the purpose of subsisting himself and his companions till an opportunity should 
offer to take passage for some other part of the world. 

After several other deductions for expense, as per the same statement, the residue, amounting to 
$91.50, was equally divided between the captors and the United States, as had been promised to the 
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people previous to their engaging in the expedition. The net balance remaining to the agency, after all 
charges and demands paid, is $5.34} cents, which has been deposited in the public store to be applied to 
the expenses of the agency for liberated Africans. 

The English brig was restored to her own captain, and, after landing the guns and colonists at 
Monrovia, proceeded on her voyage in the night of the 8th, and myself, with the detachment of infantry, 
bringing in safety the liberated slaves and merchandise, arrived in town on the 10th. The weather had 
been exceedingly rainy, and the return of the detachment was delayed a day, in consequence of two of 
the poor slaves, unable to comprehend the intention of the interposition, which had so suddenly broken 
their irons and given them their freedom, having absconded under cover of the night, and secreted them- 
selves in the woods. But I have the satisfaction of announcing their speedy recovery; and that the whole 
number, consisting of one boy of eleven years, eleven youths between fifteen and twenty-two, one man of 
thirty-eight, and one woman of about twenty years, in all fourteen persons, are now, through the muni- 
ficence of the United States Government, aud the active zeal of the settlers, decently clothed, comfortably 
fed, and introduced at once to the blessings of liberty, Christianity, affectionate friends, civilized life, and 


a permanent and peaceful home. I procured an engagement to be entered into between the country autho- . 


rities, the observance of which may be depended upon, to suffer their people to communicate no more with 
the Clarida, in the event of her returning; and in no case whatever to furnish her with a single slave. 
That vessel may indeed escape capture, as I have no cratt large enough to take her, but she is thus sure 
to lose her cargo and voyage. 

A quantity of spars belonging to the schooner, found at Will’s place, were burnt; and the rice col- 
lected at the factory, which could not be conveniently brought off, was distributed among the natives. 

Most of the pour beings restored on this occasion to liberty, are natives of @ountries situated at a 
distance in the interior of Africa; had been several months in irons when liberated, and are in a very 
emaciated and miserable state. Their gratitude to their deliverers is unbounded, which they delight to 
testify by every mode of expression in their power. I have, by a temporary disposition, connected them in 
couples with the families of the most humane and respectable of the settlers, where they will remain until 
their health shall have been re-established, and they have acquired some knowledge of our language, and 
of domestic life among a civilized people. Before these objects shall be accomplished, I hope to have pre- 
pared a new range of houses, already considerably advanced, at Thomp: .n’s Town, for their reception. 

In this little expedition, it gives me great pleasure to state that not a musket was fired, not one 
untoward accident occurred, not a point of duty was neglected, or otherwise than most handsomely per- 
formed by the officers; not an instance of disorderly conduct was observed among the 54 men who 
composed the force employed on the occasion. The order for respecting the persons and property of the 
natives was so punctually obeyed, that by their own declaration, and to their utter astonishment, not a 
fowl nor a plantain was taken, nor even a hut entered, except with consent, by the people, even in Will’s 
town, which was entirely deserted of its inhabitants, and in which the whole body encamped for forty- 
eight hours. 

I have, since my return, already received from the country princes, deputations conveying their 
thanks for these substantial proofs of my friendly disposition towards themselves, even where it became 
necessary to carry the arms of the settlement into the heart of their country. The policy which, in the 
face of some opposition, and much misrepresentation from such as were incapable of understanding it, 
I have for four years most scrupulously observed, in all my intercourse with the people of this country, 
has been that of justice, sincerity, mildness, and firmness; and its success has on this occasion appeared 
to be complete. I never menaced them with an empty or unnecessary threat; never failed to carry into full 
effect an intention once announced, and never forfeited my word. While a similar policy is persisted in 
on the part of this establishment, | do not hesitate to assert that no reasonable demand made by it on 
the native authorities will be refused. 

In these remarks, I have in view the introduction of a measure, on the part of the United States, for 
which, I believe, the time has arrived, of which the object shall be, entirely to abolish the slave trade, 
with the concurrence of the native authorities, along a given line of coast contiguous to this agency. But 
the particulars of this plan it is proper to defer to a distinct communication. The object, if it can but 
obtain the sanction of the United States Government, is practicable; and all the means necessary to effect 
it are on the spot. 

Nor can I, in closing this communication, suppress the mortifying fact that, whenever the American 
flag is displayed at this agency, it literally waves over, and, I can add, affords protection toa slave 
factory, established in the immediate neighborhoog, In the short expedition just terminated, it was with 
emotions of indignation, which it was impossible to repress and idle to indulge, that I was obliged to 
conduct the little force under my command past two slave factories, of which the most distant is only five 
miles from the Cape. We heard the clanking of fetters as we marched along, and were annoyed with the 
groans of human beings who had lost their freedom without their fault; but, as their tyrants, who 
regarded us with folded arms, and a leer of barbarous exultation, had not committed piracy, according 
to the Spanish definition of the crime, it was not in my power to interfere for the relief of the one or the 
punishment of the other. 

tespectfully, sir, I have the honor to remain, your obedient and humble servant, 


J. ASHMUN, 
To the Hon. S. L. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the U. S. Navy, Washington. 


U. S. Acency ror Lrperatep Arricans, Cape Mesurado, October 25, 1826. 


Sir: I had the honor, in my last, of the 14th instant, to detail the circumstances connected with the 
capture of the slave factory belonging to the piratic: 1 schooner Clarida, at Digby, and the liberation of 
fourteen miserable slaves found in that iniquitous establishment. It is with pleasure that I have to sub- 
join to the communication of that event that of the liberation and safe arrival at this agency of six more 
unfortunate persons of the same description, all men, and, except a single child of nine years, between 
the ages of eighteen and thirty years, who appear to have belonged to the same concern, 

It will probably be in the recollection of the honorable Secretary that the Clarida, after perpetrating 
the robbery of the 5th inst., immediately disappeared from this part of the coast. She has not since been 
heard from, having abandoned her factory, and three men left on shore. at Digby, as staged in my letter of 
the 14th. These persons, I had, in the exercise of my duty, entirely deprived of the power of effecting 
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any further purchases in the line of their inhuman traffic, but did not consider myself authorized to take 
them into custody. They have accordingly since remained at Will’s place, under the pretext of awaiting 
an opportunity to return to Spanish America. 

But, on the 20th, information was brought me of the delivery of several slaves at the factory, by 
dealers living at a distance in the interior. On strict inquiry, I soon ascertained the fact to be as report- 
ed, with the additional circumstance that a collusion was carrying on between Yellow Will and the Span- 
ish factor, having for its object the sale of the slaves in the name and right of the former, who was to 
share the proceeds, at a French factory on the St. Paul.* ‘To the practice of this deception the parties 
had been induced in the hope of evading an engagement by which I had previously obliged them to be 
in no way assisting in the collecting and transportation out of the country of any of the slaves bargained 
for, or that might be bargained for, by the Clarida. No time was, accordingly, lost in concerting the ‘ 
means of preventing the probable effects of this unprincipled combination, and rescue its intended victims 
from the power of their mercenary oppressors. 

On the 25th instant I ordered Captain Barbour to make a requisition for twenty-five men, or accept a vol- 
untary tender of that number from his corps of infantry. Then he was, at sunset of the same day, to march 
under arms to the mouth of the St. Paul, where he was to arrive at eight o’clock the same evening and 
expect further orders. The object of the expedition was not divulged. 

At two o’clock P. M., taking a boat’s crew of natives, with a guard of three men only, in a plain 

dress, I proceeded by way of the Stockton to the St. Paul, and, after calling at the town in which the 
French factory is established, and familiarly paying my respects, as I had often done before, to the pro- 
prietress of the place, with a view to allay any excitement which might grow out of the subsequent 
movements, I dropped@down to the place of rendezvous at the mouth of the river, at half-past six. Captain 
i Barbour and his followers arrived punctually at eight. At ten o’clock, having fresh instructions, he passed 
! the river and conducted his men without halting to the place of destination, where he arrived at two on 
the morning of the 26th, and had posted the sentries on all the avenues communicating with the town 
before the inhabitants were apprised of their situation. The slaves, seven in number, had been conveyed 
away to a place of concealment two hours before, in consequence of information of our movement having 
reached the place at that time, which, I regret to add, had been communicated to a native through the 
officiousness of some misguided member of the colony. 
In consequence of this accident, and of the various obstacles to the recovery of the slaves which it 
} gave the ingenuity of the interested native chief occasion to throw in the way of the spirited young 
H officer who conducted the party, one of the captives escaped into the bush from the hands of his unknown 
t liberators and friends, and the surrender of the other six did not take place till ten o’clock on the same 
i morning. They were at the time cruelly pinioned, and several of them enduring, from the inflamed and 
swollen limbs, the severest torture. The child was in so emaciated a state as to make it necessary for 
one of his most robust fellow sufferers to carry him on his shoulders. 

The whole party returning, arrived at Monrovia in safety, after a most fatiguing expedition of twen- 
ty-five hours, in which all except myself and a guard of seven men only, including the boatmen, had, 
without sleep, performed a forced march of thirty-five miles through a pathless country, of which one-half 
was traversed in the depth of night and the other under the full power of an African sun 

It gives me pleasure to add that such a cheerful zeal in the cause of African emancipation animates 
this little corps that not a murmur of impatience was, during the whole time, heard in the ranks. So 
eaured are the men to the climate of their adopted country, that not an individual has suffered in his 
health from the extreme exposure and fatigue of the expedition; and in such handsome military style was 
the affair conducted, that the very inhabitants of the country, through which the route of the party lay, 
were scarcely apprised of the movement before its termination and the return of the people to their homes. 

Respectfully, sir, I have the honor to be, your most obedient and humble servant, 


J. ASHMUN. 





The Hon. Samvet L. Soutnarp, Secretary of the U. S. Navy. 


Acency, October 28, 1825. 

Sir: Having this morning renewed an agreement with the principal native slave dealers, among 
whom the cargo of the ‘‘ Clarida” has been distributed on credit, of which the object is—to prevent the 
sale and transportation out of the country of the slaves due to that concern, I hasten to communicate the par- 
ticulars, in the hope that the part I have taken may be considered as within the spirit of the instructions 
under which I have the honor to act. ° 

] am far from regarding myself as authorized to interfere, in ordinary cases, in that branch of the 
naval service of the United States, which is directed by express acts of Congress and under specific 
instructions from the supreme Executive against the slave trade. From such interference I have care- 
fully abstained, even when it has been in my power to operate against the traffic as carried on by Ameri- 
cans, and with every prospect of success. 

I justify the recent exertion of the military force under my control in the affair of the “Clarida,” on 
the broad principles of natural law, which confer, even on private individuals, the right of self-defence 
against the violence of the outlaws and enemies of the human race. In the exercise of this right, which, 
in the actual situation of the settlement, I cannot help considering rather in the light of a serious duty, 
twenty slaves, without legal owners, have been thrown in my way, together with the right of controlling 
the purchase of from forty to eighty more: the number actually bargained and paid for by the piratical 
schooner being one hundred. 

I regard myself as undoubtedly possessed of the right to control these purchases, but, without 
resorting to expedients, my actual power to do so is extremely limited; for the dealers in the interior, hear- 
ing of the destruction of the factory, and under a strong temptation, after converting the goods received 
into slaves, according to the contract, to send them singly to Cape Mount, Gallinas, and other slaving 
stations, and there dispose of them for their own benefit. 

H The coast dealers, over whom I can exercise some control, are under an equal temptation to violate 
their engagements just entered into with myself, to deliver the slaves to the agent at this place; and by 
collusion with inland dealers, have it in their power so effectually to cover any indirect practices in the 

+ 





* Distant 15 miles from Cape Megurado. 
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matter as to prevent their detection. And this, in my opinion, they are certain to do, if the motives 
employed to assure their honesty are addressed only to their fears. 

Hence, I am reduced to the alternative either to relinquish the hope of rescuing from perpetual 
bondage the whole of the eighty slaves purchased, or to be purchased, with the cargo of the schooner, and 
who are not yet delivered, or to engage to pay, on their safe arrival and surrender to the United States, 
at this agency, a small reward. 

The latter is the course pursued. I have fixed the reward at ten dollars each, the lowest sum which, 
after paying for the safe keeping and conveyance of the slaves to the cape, will offer an inducement 
sufficient to counteract the temptation to send them off to a market where their full value may be realized 
the second time. 

Under all the circumstances of this case, I beg leave to state that, in stipulating the payment of this 
small sum, I have acted in the confidence that the object is virtually embraced in the appropriations 
made under the act of Congress of “ March 3d, 1818, in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave trade.” 
The sums necessary to be advanced for these ransoms I shall, however, pay, in the first instance, out of 
my own pocket, and present an account of the same, which I trust will be refunded by the Government 
of the United States. 

[ have also to submit whether the bounty allowed by the fourth section of the same act, to such as 
aid in the liberation of the slaves unlawfully detained in bondage, of fifty dollars for every negro, mulatto, 
&c., who shall be delivered to the marshal or agent duly appointed to receive them, is not, in substantial 
justice, and may not be considered as legally due to the captors of the twenty individuals whose libera- 
tion is the subject of this communication. In my opinion, effects much more important than the value of 
the money itself might follow from the payment of this bounty, either to the managers of the American 
Colonization Society, or to the militia employed in the rescue of the slaves. 

Respectfully, sir, I have the honor to be, your obedient, humble servant, 
J. ASHMUN. 

The Hon. Mr. Sovurnarn, Secretary United States Navy. 


U.S. Agency ror Recaprurep Arricans, Cape Mesurado, December 8, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to state that another unforeseen occurrence has placed at my disposal the 
large additional number of ninety-nine Africans, whom I caused to be released from their irons this 
morning at eight o’clock, and whom I judge to be proper objects of the beneficent provisions made by 
the Government of the United States for persons liberated from illegal bondage, under the laws for sup- 
pressing the slave trade. 

On the fourth of November four of the men liberated at Digby on the ninth of the preceding month, 
impelled by that innate love of country which none of the vicissitudes of life can extinguish in the human 
bosom, deserted from the establishment, passed the Mesurado river and disappeared in the boundless 
woody region which extends to an unknown distance in the interior. 

Knowing that, if not speedily brought back, they must inevitably terminate their desperate enter- 
prise in hopeless slavery, I had recourse, without delay, to every means for their recovery which pro- 
mised to succeed, but to no purpose. Intelligence of their desertion, with the offer of reward for their 
restoration, was immediately conveyed to the different tribes in friendly correspondence with the settle- 
ment, but no information was had of the fugitives before the fifth inst., when I received, from a source 
entitled to credit, intelligence that three of their number had been reduced to slavery and loaded with 
chains at the French slave factory, on the St. Paul, five miles (direct distance) from the cape. 

On the morning of the 6th, I dispatched three men to demand the deserters in the name of the United 
States; and to inquire by what means they had fallen into the hands of the factors. 

The demand was evasively replied to; but, in answer to the inquiry, it was stated that two French- 
men, agents resident at the factory, had bought them. I then instructed the messengers charged with 
the order, to repeat it; they did so, but with no other effect than to draw from the two factors a written 
declaration of their purpose to detain the people indefinitely. 

Finding the recovery of the men by mere rational methods too doubtful to justify any further delay, 
which, as a French schooner was lying near, ready to receive slaves, might subject them to be transported 
in a very few hours forever beyond the reach of the Government of the United States; and obliged to 
regard the ground taken by the factory as that of virtual defiance, which justified, from a growing con- 
cern founded in avarice and iniquity, the apprehension of eventual consequences fatal to the benevolent 
objects of this agency, I had no hesitation in resolving upon the unpleasant duty of forcibly subverting 
the establishment altogether. 

Captain James ©. Barbour, of the infantry, with eighteen men, was accordingly charged last night, 
at 9 o’clock, with the accomplishment of this service. Two boats were provided, in which this little 
force embarked at two o’clock this morning. 

Ascending the Stockton, they arrived on the St. Paul at daybreak; twenty minutes afterwards the 
men were landed at the factory. In ten minutes the slaves, to the number of forty-three men, thirteen 
women, and forty-three children of both sexes, (in all ninety-nine) were in the custody of the officer, and 
in full march along the beach for Monrovia. The boats received the invalids and feeblest of the children, 
and stood along shore, at musket shot distance, abreast of the party advancing by land. The whole 
arrived safely at Monrovia at eight o’clock the same morning, just six hours after the setting out of the 
party, and eleven only after the first intimation given to the officer who so handsomely conducted it that 
its services would be required. 

Of these people, ninety-seven are in perfect health, two only in a feeble condition, caused apparently 
by rigorous treatment. 

Respectfully, sir, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
J. ASHMUN. 


P. S.—In the number of persons rescued are included the three deserters. 
The Hon. Samven L. Sournarp, Secretary of the United States Navy, Washington City, U. S. 


DecemBer 11, 1825. 


Sir: Subjoined to my letter of the evening of the 8th instant, I beg leave to communicate certain 
facts relative to the French slave trade, as carried on at the present time from this coast, and of which 
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without a vigorous influence exerted by other governments, no hope of a speedy termination can be 
rationally entertained. My situation every month throws in my way some intelligent suljects of France, 
of whom some are interested in the continuance, and others actually engaged in the suppression of the 
slave trade; and, I regret to say, that both concur in the opinion that the true point of policy in their 
government, at present, requires a regulated continuance of the trade, and which the ministers of govern- 
ment are too wise not to perceive; that the demand for the products of tropical countries in France is much 
greater than can be supplied from their inconsiderable colonies, either in America or the East Indies; that, 
without foreign colonies, the nation can never have a productive foreign commerce, nor come to realize 
the various objects of advantage growing out of it. 

The province of Cayenne offers a boundless extent of fertile territory, but thinly peopled, and, in 
consequence, uncultivated and unproductive. According to the ancient prejudices, laborers can only be 
obtained, to subdue and bring out the resources of this country, from the coast of Africa. But how to 
evade the stipulations of the solemn treaties of the government, so as to save appearances, and at the 
same time subject the trade in which those laborers are to be procured to that perfect surveillance for 
which the police and revenue system of France, beyond those of almost any other nation, are distinguished— 
to combine these conflicting objects in one system, is the result of some political inquiry, and is thus 
attempted. All outfits to the coast for this trade are understood by the merchants of France to be pro- 
hibited by particular injunction, and absolutely impossible to be made from any other ports of the empire, 
except St. Malois and Nantz; vessels cannot obtain clearances for these voyages elsewhere. But no 
difficulty, it is equally understood, is ever to be encountered at the custom houses of these ports, 
particularly of the latter, where it is reciprocally understood that clearances given to vessels to proceed 
to Africa for general cargoes, and thence to the colonies, authorize such vessels to traftic for, and trans- 
port to the latter, cargoes of slaves, and nothing else. The colonial authorities of Gaudaloupe, Marti- 
nique, Cayenne, &c., observe a perfect concert of action with the officers of the two ports in France already 
named; and, by admitting slave cargoes to entry, duty free, in effect pay the merchants a bounty on 
such cargoes. 

The extent of the trade is, by this arrangement, better known in France itself, and prevented 
from being even suspected by the other governments of Europe, except as ascertained by its operations, 
observed on the coast of Africa and in America, and comes to be as exactly controlled and regulated by 
the ministry as any other branch of commerce carried on from French ports But, still further to save 
appearances, and guard the trade against interruption by foreign powers, France makes the coast of 
Africa one of her important naval stations. From four to eight of her vessels-of-war, mostly corvettes 
and brigs, rendezvous every year at Goré, with instructions to their commanders to pursue and suppress 
the slave trade. The interference of any foreign power in the service somewhat ostentatiously assigned 
to this naval force, it is but too well known that France utterly declines in any degree to consent to or 
tolerate. It is refused, not only as impolitic, but as unnecessary. It might, indeed, be both, were not 
the instructions under which her commanders act, in all cases, carefully made out in exact accommoda- 
tion to other parts of the artificial system of which it is certain that this display of force forms 
apart. No cruiser is authorized even to subject to detention a slaver found on the coast, in whatever 
stage of his voyage, unless slaves are actually found on board the latter vessel at the time of her 
examination. 

M. L’Achelier, the intelligent commandant of a detachment of the Goré station, assured me, in Janu- 
ary, 1825, that between Cazamanca and Cape Palomas, in the short period of six weeks, he had visited 
forty-five vessels, of whose bad character the testimonies seen on board of them were conclusive; of these 
forty-five, twenty-two were Frenchmen, from Nantz and the colonies, of which his instructions clearly 
forbade the detention of more than five. 

In April ensuing, I received the information from a perfectly authentic source that, of the five vessels 
sent under these circumstances for adjudication before the naval tribunal at Goré, only one was con- 
demned; and M. L’ Achelier amerced in damages, for the detention of the others, to three times the amount 
of his property. 

The factors Vieux Pierre & Millot, whose establishment on the St. Paul was broken up on the 8th, 
have announced their intention to appeal to the government for redress, resting their claims on the 
principle which it has set up, never to suffer the inteference of a forcign power, either in the measures 
which she has thought proper to take for suppressing the trade, or in the punishment of her subjects for 
any supposed infraction of the municipal and commercial laws of France. 

But, as I have assumed in justification of my procedure neither of these grounds, but the necessity 
of rescuing immediately from slavery, for the prevention of a greater and absolutely remediless injury, 
the subjects and protégées of the United States unlawfully sold and detained in bondage, and of abating 
a nuisance which foreigners, without the color of authority, had obtruded upon our own territory, (for 
the lands actually purchased of the nation comprehend the whole left bank of the St. Paul, on which the 
factory stood) Iam confident that such a claim will never be prosecuted to my own government; or, if 
so urged, must be forthwith discontinued as soon as it merits an investigation. 

Any testimony necessary to elucidate or establish the facts contained in my official report of the 
transaction, in my power to obtain, shall be cheerfully furnished, on a requisition from his excellency the 
President of the United States, or the honorable Secretary of the Navy. 

Respectfully, sir, I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 


J. ASUMUN. 
The Hon. S. L. Sournarn, Secretary of the U. S. Navy. 


U.S. Acency ror Recarrvrep Arricans, Cape Mesurado, January 22, 1826. 
As an integral part of my dispatches by this conveyance, I have the honor to refer you to my letter 
dated October 14, detailing the circumstances connected with the punishment of the Spanish piratical 
schooner Clarida, to the plan of the coast accompanying it, as illustrative of the transaction; and to the 
statement of expenses incurred and property seized in the same expedition. It will be seen from these 
papers that fourteen miserable slaves fell into my hands on that occasion, who have been provided for 
agreeably to the instructions under which I have the honor to act. 
IT have also the honor to refer, as a part of my present communication, to my letter of the 27th of 
October, also enclosed, and a nole explanatory, of the 28th, from which you willlearn that an additiona 
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number of six men, making in all, to that date, éwenty persons, were cast for protection upon the United 
States establishment at this plaée, and have accordingly been provided for at the public expense. 

I have also very particularly to solicit your attention to my letter of December 8, 1825, and the private 
note of the 11th of the same month, from which it will be perceived that still another addition of ninety-nine 
persons has been made to the number of liberated Africans connected with the agency. 

The papers referred to are too minute, I trust, to require, on the subject to which they relate, any 
additional explanations. The whole number of persons placed at the disposal of the agency by these 
three several accessions, is 116, (to say one hundred and sixteen) making, with the fourteen previously 
in charge, one hundred and thirty. Many of the children are, by a temporary disposition, situated in the 
most respectable families of the colony, under indentures securing to them instruction at the common 
schools of the place, and every other advantage of which their age and circumstances render them 
rapable. I have engaged a prudent young man to attend constantly on the remainder, at their daily 
labors, and bring the economy of the little community into which they are formed, into a gradual assimilation 
to the ideas of civilized life. They have nearly completed a village of dwellings, built in your own style, ona 
pleasant elevation of Cape Mesurado, about one-third of a mile distant from Thompson Town. Every 
individual of their number is in perfect health, and as an assemblage of rude and ignorant people, 
gathered out of nearly twenty different tribes of the country, pursue their labors with a good degree of 
spirit, union, and success. 

For some months to come, it must remain necessary to afford them their entire support, or expose 
them to the certain danger of being seduced, or kidnapped, by the unprincipled slave dealers of the 
country, who wait their opportunity to bring them the second time under the chain, and dispose of them 
at the factories of Gallinas, or Trade Town. 

The expense of clothing, providing with the first conveniences of civilized life, furnishing with tools 
and implements of industry, after our modes, and subsisting so considerable a number of people, thrown 
upon my hands without previous preparation for their reception, has already proved considerable, and 
has reduced me to the necessity of making purchases, and advances out of my own pocket, since the 10th 
day of October, to the amount of the several sums of $366.874, $260.353, $330.12, $462.42, $115.03*, 
$65.62F, $1,187.75. Total, $2,788.17. 

The accounts of all these purchases are forwarded, with advices of the drafts given on the Navy 
Department in payment. 

A few of these stores have been purchased at disadvantage; but most of them on very advantageous 
terms. 

These purchases have given me the means of securing, in advance, rice necessary for several months’ 
consumption, a precaution necessary to be taken early every dry season, as the country furnishes very 
little of that grain, and that little at very enhanced prices after the Ist of February, until the return of 
the ensuing harvest in September. 

The lands of C: ape Mesurado being wholly appropriated to settlers, and the former protégée of the 
government, who have been placed on the footing with settlers, it will be necessary, finally, to fix a large 
proportion of the last accessions on farms provided in the new settlements of the colony. But at present 
it would be the height of imprudence to suffer them to want the constant gu: wdianship of their superin- 
tendents. Several have alredy been driven by their fears to attempt, and a few have e, it is thought, 
effected their escape. No means in my power to employ for their recovery have been neglected, as their 
separation from the asylum is sure to be followed by their apprehension and sale, as soon as their lurking 
places shall be discovered by the natives of the country. 

Vieux Pierre and Millot, the factors whose establishment on the St. Paul has been destroyed, were 
soon after reduced to extreme distress by the natives, who, believing those unfortunate men without the 
protection of the settlement, assembled in force, evidently with a design to rob them of the small 
remainder of their property. In this distress, they appealed to my humanity for protection. I consented 
to afford it, on condition of their abandoning their voyage, and instead of proceeding to the colonies, 
returning directly to France, as soon as the necessary preparations could be made for the voyage. To 
this condition they assented. I immediately sent a guard to bring them and their merchandise to Mon- 
rovia, where I have since furnished them and their five seamen with whatever necessaries and comforts 
the laws of hospitality require. 

The schooner attached to the factory, after waiting in the offing several days, and receiving intel- 
ligence of the accident which had befallen the factory, made sail for France, without communicating with 
the factors ashore, otherwise than by billets, leaving seven Frenchmen on my hands. Three of these 
were shipped the first of Janu: wry, from Cape Mount, on board of a French vessel bound to Martinique. 
Millot obtained a passage to a distant part of the coast, with a view to some profitable employment; and 
Captain Vieux Pierre, with a white servant, takes passage, in the vessel which conveys these dispatches, 
for the United States, whence he intends to return to his family in France. An industrious young man 
belonging to the concern has found employment in this colony. 

J. ASHMUN. 

The Hon. 8. L. Sournarp, Secretary U. S. Navy, Washington City. 


Monrovia, April 19, 1826. 


Sir: The extraordinary labors consequent on the new arrangements required by the arrival of Dr. 
Peaco, the United States agent for recaptured Africans, and iealaas was the bearer of your favor of the 
31st December, 1825, together with the expedition against Trade Town, from which I have just returned 
with the troops of the colony in safety, render it impossib ile to prepare the accounts of the agency, for the 
first quarter of the year, in time to forward them by the “Indian Chief.’ I hope to send them by the very 
next conveyance. 

In my accounts from the Treasury Department, I perceive myself charged with a requisition for $220, 
in favor of Thomes Tyson, for which I shall probably be able to show my self entitled to a credit of the 
same amount. 

I have the honor to state that I delivered over, to the hands of Dr. Peaco, on the 17th instant, jifty- 
three Africans, taken from the piratical establishment at Trade Town, on the 13th and 14th, making the 





* By way of Boston, under another enclosure. { Forwarded through Rev. Mr. Hawley. 
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whole number delivered over to the United States agency, since the 10th of October, 1825, one hundred 
and seventy-two; and which,with the aid of Heaven, and two Colombian armed vessels, the forces of 
the colony under my direction razed to the ground on the 15th instant. 

Three vessels attached to the factories of Trade Town have fallen into the hands of French and 
Colombian cruisers on this station; and the catastrophe of that mart of human flesh, now the last on the 
whole windward coast of western Africa, is confidently believed to have annihilated, finally, the slave 
trade within five hundred miles of this settlement. 

Dr. Woodside, the bearer of these dispatches to the United States, and who returns in consequence 
of a severe wound received in the late expedition, for which he had generously volunteered his services, 
has also an abstract of the journal, detailing all the circumstances of the affair; and will be able to com- 
municate, verbally or otherwise, all the information relating to it that may be called for. 

Captain Join Chase, commander of the Colombian armed schooner Jacinta, well known in the United 
States, of which he is a native, as a gentleman of the most honorable principles, and consummate bravery, 
has rendered us services in this affair, without which success could not have been obtained. His vessel, 
his marines, arms, ammunition, and personal exertions were, in the entire spirit of the late convention 
between the Colombian and United States Governments for co-operating against the slave trade, wholly 
at our devotion; and as long as the heavy curse of this traffic shall, as the fruit of the late expedition,, 
cease to be felt in western Africa, will the services of this gallant commander and his spirited crew be 
entitled to the gratitude and applause of the world. 

The character of nearly all the late transactions of Europeans at Trade Town having been notori- 
ously piratical, it will become a duty of the first obligation to direct against it, and against every attempt 
to restore it, the little floating force preparing in the colony to be placed under the command of Licu- 
tenant McKean. The arrival of that officer on the coast is expected with particular anxiety. 

Associated with Captain Chase, in the affair of Trade Town, is to be mentioned with a particular 
sense of obligation for his active co-operation, Captain Cottrell, of the Colombian brig-of-war El Vencedor, 
who covered our landing under a dangerous fire from the piratical Europeans ashore, and brought the 
guns of his vessels to bear upon the enemy’s lines in our rear, during the 36 hours we were hotly 
engaged with him, after obtaining possession of the town. He supplied our little force ashore with 3,000 
rounds of musket ammunition; placed under my command his captain of marines, with twenty men, and 
expended 130 rounds of cannon shot upon the enemy. 

Dr. Peaco’s health was thought to be not sufficiently braced, by previous exposure in an African 
climate, to admit of his accompanying the expedition; and it is feared the few hours which remain before 
the sailing of the Indian Chief, will hardly allow of his writing in detail by this conveyance. This circum- 
stance will apologize for the otherwise unnecessary length and minuteness of this letter, in the conclusion 
of which I beg only to add, that the first class of Africans are nearly off the hands of the government, 
several having finished their terms of apprenticeship, and being now established in business for themselves, 

About one hundred and sixty of the newly liberated remain, of whom fifty are so situated, in 
respectable families, as to be a slight charge on the public fund. 

The passengers by the Indian Chief, one hundred and fifty-four in number, are all on the sick list, 
but the character of the disease under which they suffer is favorable beyond any former example, and 
gives hope of its speedy termination. 

Respectfully, &c., J. ASHMUN. 


The Hon. 8. L. Sovrnarp, Secretary United States Navy. 


Bartivore, July 31, 1826. 


The visit of Mr. Ashmun to Trade Town was in consequence of the inhabitants of that place having 
seduced away from the colony about thirty free blacks belonging to it, and selling them to the Spanish 
and French slave traders. Mr. Ashmun had frequently demanded those blacks from King West, 
threatening him with an armed force if he did not give them up, which threat he altogether disregarded, 
and continued his depredations on the inhabitants of the colony. 

On my arrival at Mesurado, Mr. Ashinun communicated the above intelligence to me, and requested 
that I would accompany him in the expedition to Trade Town, which I consented to, and took Mr. Ashmun, 
with about thirty troops, on board, and proceeded for that place, which we reached the day following, 
and found at anchor off the town the Colombian brig El Vencedor, having with her a Spanish brig 
captured the day before. I communicated the object of our visit to the commander of that vessel, who 
cheerfully agreed to accompany us. 

As we approached the shore, the Spanish and French slaves, occupying three factories, commenced 
firing on our boats, notwithstanding the boat in which Mr. Ashmun was had the colonial flag hoisted. 
We however succeeded in landing and taking possession of the factories. Mr. Ashmun addressed a note 
to King West, stating that the object of his visit was to reclaim the people of the colony, and if he gave 
them up peaceably, all other hostilities would cease, threatening him with the destruction of the town if 
he did not immediately comply with the demand. King West acknowledged that the blacks had been 
seduced away, and sold to the Spaniards, but pleaded inability to get them within two or three days, as 
they, with four or five hundred others, had been released on our approach to the shore, and had run into 
the woods. He stated, through his messenger to Mr. Ashmun, that he wished to be on the most friendly 
terms with the colony, and that he would have all the slaves belonging to the Spaniards, as well as those 
of the colony, delivered up to us. 

On the first day he sent in fifteen or twenty, on the second as many more, and on the third day, a 
quantity making altogether fifty-two. But it was evident from his tardy movements, and the miserable 
appearance of the blacks, that his object was to divert our attention until he could rally his forces. 

On the third day, as was anticipated, they commenced hostilities with a number not less than two or 
three thousand men, well armed, and it was not until the vessels were brought near the shore, and several 
broadsides fired on them, that we succeeded in driving them into the woods. We then put fire to the 
town, which contained about one hundred and fifty houses, and destroyed it. The factories were occu- 
pied by us two days after, during which time we had some little skirmishing. 

Finding no prospect of getting the slaves, we re-embarked our troops, putting fire to the factories, 
which contained a large quantity of powder, arms, munitions of war, and sundry articles of merchandise 
belonging to the Spaniards. Mr. Ashmun conducted himself strictly neutral towards the Spaniards, 
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notwithstanding it was pretty well ascertained that some of them had committed acts of piracy in the 
waters of Mesurado, a short time previous. The fifty-two blacks were landed at the colony, and before I 
left the Cape, Mr. Ashmun informed me that King West had sent to him to treat for peace. 

JOHN CHASE. 


Navy Department, Washington, August 10, 1826. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of communications from Mr. Ashmun, of 14th, 27th and 28th 
October; 8th and 11th December; 5th and 22d January, and 19th April, together with their several 
enclosures, which shall be noticed in the order of their dates. The accounts have been deposited with 
the Fourth Auditor, to whom they should be transmitted for examination and settlement. 

The first letter, of 14th October, relates to the transactions of the Spanish schooner Clarida; the 
depredations committed by her on the British brig Tom Cod; and the means pursued to punish the con- 
duct of the crew of the Spanish vessel, which resulted in the release of fourteen slaves, at Poor river. 
The next, dated 17th Octover, is a continuation of transactions respecting the Clarida, and a narrative of 
an expedition to the St. Paul, which terminated in the release of six more slaves. The third letter, 
dated 28th October, assigns the reason for, and justification of his conduct, and proposes a method for 
redeeming such persons as may be held in bondage in the neighborhood of the settlement. The fourth 
Jetter, 8th December, announces an addition of ninety-nine persons to the agency, released in an expedi- 
tion undertaken to recover four of those previously taken, who had fled from the protection of the agency. 
The fifth and next, is a private letter, dated 11th December, giving a view of the manner in which the 
trade is now carried on by the French and others, and the means resorted to, to save appearances and an 
open evasion or violation of their treaties. The sixth letter is dated 5th January, and contains a review 
ot his past conduct and transactions at the agency. The next, 22d January, is a continuation of occur- 
rences at the agency, the measures adopted to provide for the addition io the numbers occasioned by the 
excursiuus to the neighboring factories, and refers to a part of a communication to the Colonization 
Society, for the reasons for Mr. Ashmun’s wishing to return to the United States, which he intends to 
accomplish, should the situation of affairs permit. The last letter received is dated 19th April, by the 
Judian Chief, and informs of his return from an expedition against Trade Town, and your arrival. The 
cause and object of the expedition not being stated in the letter, it is presumed that one must have been 
written of an earlier date, which has not been received. In the absence of this explanation, I have 
sought light from other sources, and have been permitted by the Colonization Society to read some of 
his letters to it; and have also received a letter from Captain Chase, which furnished the probable causes 
and objects of the expedition. Upon them, it is not the intention now to express a decided opinion. 

Should it appear hereafter that some of the recaptured Africans had been taken to Trade Town, 
confined, and were about to be sold again into slavery, and that Mr. Ashmun went no farther than was 
found necessary to rescue them, his conduct, as the agent of the government, will not be condemned. 
So far as he has acted for the Colonization Society, in recapturing the colonists, he will look to that 
society, buth to explain his conduct, and be justified or condemned by it. 

‘lhe same remark is applicable to the previous expeditions. So far as he acted as agent of the 
society, the government does not mean to intefere with his responsibility to it. But the President thinks 
it necessary to disapprove of his conduct in those expeditions, so far as it has any connection with the 
government, As agent of the United States, for a specified object, he had no justifiable cause to break 
up establishments supposed to belong to the owners of the Clarida, or any other persons, and to take 
the people from there to the agency, to be maintained at the public expense. Our government, in 
establishing the agency, had one object only in view—to provide a place to which Africans, illegally 
brought into the United States, or lawfully captured by our cruisers upon the ocean, might be carried and 
taken care of, until they could, with propriety, be restored to their own country, tribe, or nation. It has 
not intended to authorize, nor has it authorized, a forcible and warlike attack upon the citizens or subjects 
of any nation with a view to suppress the slave trade, or to accomplish any other object, no matter how 
desirable, to advance the cause of humanity. You will therefore furnish to Mr. Ashmun a copy of this 
letter, that he may see the light in which his conduct is viewed by the government. 

lie has made a claim for the bounty allowed by the 8d and 4th sections of the act of 3d March, 1819; 
but it cannot be granted. The case of Africans liberated from their capturs, on the shores of Africa, 
does not come within the provisions of that act. It is understood, from his several letters, that about 
170 Africans were liberated in his various expeditions, and brought to the agency, and are now on expense 
there; the accounts for their support to this time will perhaps be paid; but they must cease to be a 
charge to the government, and restored to their tribes as speedily as possible, or supported in some other 
mode. ‘The fund devoted to this object is now much reduced, and, unless increased by Congress, will 
not bear a continuance of the burden. Should captures be made during the year, recourse must be had 
tu another appropriation to enable the Department to comply with the law. 

For the same reason, the reward of $10, offered by him for each negro delivered, is not approved; it 
was not prudent, nor authorized by his instructions from the government. 

In censuring the course of Mr, Ashmun, it is not intended to convey an idea that he was actuated 
by improper motives, or to regret the effect which seems to have been produced upon the slave trade 
itself. lis motives were probably of the purest kind, and his zeal excited and confirmed by his humanity. 
Everything which represses that trade appeals strongly to our best feelings for excuse and approbation. 
All that is intended by the Executive, is, to disapprove the act in him, as its special agent for other 
objects. 

In other respects, the conduct and policy of Mr. Ashmun seem to merit commendation; and his inter- 
course with the surrounding tribes to be dicta ed by sound discretion, and calculated to insure perma- 
nent success and respect. By conveying these opinions through you, you will be informed of the views 
of the Department as to the proper conduct of your agency, and govern yourself accordingly. 

Two additional considerations seem proper to be repeated to you: to preserve the utmost economy, 
and to keep the business and accounts of the society, and the agency, as much separated as possible. 
These duties have become even more important than they were when your instructions were prepared, 
and when they were pressed upon you. é 

It was the intention of the Department to have sent, before this, the recaptured Africans, now in 
Georgia, to the agency; but questions are still pending undecided in the court, respecting a part of them, 
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which render it still impossible to send any of the number. They will be dispatched without the least 


unnecessary delay, when these questions are decided. 
I believe I informe ‘d you that the Spark would be sent to the agency, as soon as she returned from 


the West Indies. On her return, however, she was found so much decayed, that it was necessary to sell 
her. Since that time, no vessel fit for the purpose has returned: I am daily looking for the arrival of one. 
I am, respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


Doctor Joun W. Peaco, United States Agent for Liberated Africans, Cape Mesurado. 


Extract of a letter from Doctor John W. Peaco to the Secretary of the Navy, dated— 
Hotmes Horr, October 30, 1826. 


On my arrival at the Cape, I found the number of recaptured Africans considerably increased, to 
which were afterwards added several who were liberated and brought up from Trade Town; the expenses 
for the sustenance of this class of settlers will, therefore, be proportionably greater, and I would respect- 
fully request that supplies for their support and comfort be sent out, as what have been heretofore sent 
were intended for a much smaller number, Tobacco and other trading articles can be exchanged to 
great advantage, and should be provided for them in proportionably larger quantities. It is calculated, 
from the quantity of land which they have cleared and are continuing to clear for cultivation, and the 
rassada and other articles they are raising, that the expenses for the support of the present number will, 
in the course of a year or two, be comparatively trifling. 

We find those a very useful set of people at the settlement, and much expense is saved, both to the 
government and to the Colonization Society, by employing them as laborers, and in clearing the land, 
when natives from the vicinity must otherwise be hired, the cost for which would be much greater than 
all the expenses for the support of those people, as, in addition to their pay, we should have to supply 
them with provisions; whereas the recaptured African is satisfied with his rations and clothing, with a 
little tobacco. The articles of diet with which we furnish them, and for which they in general give a 
preference, are rice, cassada, and palm oil, which we procure from the natives in exchange for tobacco, 
rum, cotton cloths, &c., supplies of which should be always on hand. 

The liberated Africans who were sent out from the United States, and the colonists who have been 
there more than a year, support themselves, and are no longer much expense to us, and the balance will 
in a short time be able to provide for their own maintenance; we are obliged, however, to employ many 
of them as laborers, mechanics, &c., who draw their pay from the public stores; it will therefore be 
necessary to keep a supply of provisions, trading articles, &c., to furnish them; it is found to be the 
cheapest mode of compensating them, and they have no means while thus mploye dof procuring them 
elsewhere, 

As to the defensive state of the settlement, I would respectfully observe, that the uniform companies 
and local militia are sufficient, provided they are furnished with the means; there is, however, in my 
opinion, a necessity for a small military force to guard the public property, and prevent surprise. Since 
the affair of Trade Town, the slave traders who traffic there Lave shown every disposition to distress 
the colonists and others at the Cape, which they can do and have done with impunity, in consequence of 
our not having the aid of a naval force here, by which we might prevent them. It is dangerous for a 
merchant vessel to approach our roadstead, as information is immediately eenveyed down the coast to 
Trade Town, (a distance of less than one hundred miles.) A vessel is immediately selected for the purpose, 
which is manned, and proceeds to Mesurado, where, in full view of us all, they plunder any vessels 
which may be lying there, without our having any means of preventing them. Ad: wing outrage to this 
effect took place the 27th of July last, an account of which has been |: itely published in the newspapers. 
After robbing the vessel and abusing the officers and crew, they proc eeded ve ry deliberately to a trading 
factory in the vicinity, where we understood they were colle .cting slaves when I left the coast. There are 
other cases, though not so flagrant, and we are threatened with a repetition of them. We have endeavored 
to make terms with King West, of Trade Town, but he will not listen to any; and nothing but the appearance 
of a naval force will bring him to terms. The necessity of having and keeping constantly on the coast 
of pre a naval force, is daily more evident. Trade Town could be effectu: uly blockaded by a sloop-of- 
war, by which means the slave trade would be abolished as far as four degrees north of the Equator. 
Par recaptured Africans are enticed away, and sold there to slave dealers and we cannot recover them. 
It is at considerable risk that our boats venture out for the purpose of procuring supplies for the 
settlement; our commerce is entirely unprotected; the petty kings insult us and threaten us with war; 
and we had it in contemplation, when I left Monrovia, to break up one of our factories down the coast, 
from which we were a supplied with palm oil, rice, and other articles of diet, on account of the 
hostile disposition shown by the natives in its vicinity to the factors, and the threats of King West, 
which we have no means of ‘preventing him from executing. <A naval force, sir, is indispensable, if it is 
the determination of government and the society to continue the establishment, The colonists and 
liberated Africans cannot be considered safe without it, and there is no protection for any vessel which 
may arrive there with either emigrants or freight. 

With some of the lumber which was sent out by government a large house has been erected, intended 
as a receptacle for the Africans expected there from Georgia, where they can be made comfortable until 
they clear away lands and build houses for themselves; provision should be made for their support for 
twelve months, after which they can maintain themselves. 
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X. 
List of deaths in the navy of the United States, since December 2, 1825. 























) | 
Names. Date of death. Cause of death. | Place of death. 
CAPTAIN. 
Robert T. Spence csccveccssss September 26, 1826..| Bilious fever........ Near Baltimore. 
LIEUTENANTS. | 
Raymond H. Perry..........246. March ee ee New York. 
James M’Gowan....... seeewunee February 19, 1826. | Steamboat accident. .| Fredonia, Indiana. 
William Lowe......... iinewne es May ON ere er ee eee Baltimore. , 
a rere Tere Ter Tee September 6, 1826..| ..... errr Tee eee Austerlitz, N. Y. 
SURGEONS AND MATES. 
Robert S. Kearney....... eooeee} June 7, 1826..| Consumption........ Washington. 
William D. Babbitt ............. May 24, 1826..| Small-pox .......... Rio de Janeiro. 
Rg eee ee July 6, 1826..| Effects of fever .....| Off Baltimore. 
Samael Biddle .....060sccccesess February 14, 1826..| Fever ..... errr Thompson’s Island. 
De Witt Birch........ ietieeeees May 1, 1826..| Typhus fever ....... Mediterranean. 
PURSERS. 
B.D, EGO casccvcces peewee May 1G, 1996...) 220 LORE ER EOE New York. 
A. Y. Humphreys... .....cccsceee February 6, 1826..' Pulmonary disease...| Callao. 
CHAPLAIN, 
N. Andrews....... err re Lee Terre bee enseinn seas how ew eWahbeee’ eae oe 
MIDSHIPMEN. 
Samuel Renshaw ......... weeeee| October 11, 1826..) Rupt.of blood vessel | Philadelphia. 
Edward S. Lewis ........seeeeee July BS, 1996...) cascwcsrcvceseceses Baltimore. 
J. Hansford........ Sdeeserecess September 10, 1826. .| ...cccccccccccccecs Boston. 
PW Sei sine easdeewsceeses June B, TOG ol sacesasetesceeee... Salisbury, N. C. 
Henry Skinner .........eceesees March 31, 1826.. Peritonial inflamma- 
Wi cs sasensoes Norfolk. 
SAILINGMASTERS. 
Daniel Jones...... bedeweeeeewns May 21, 1826...) .eeeseeeeeeeeeeeeee) New York. 
Joseph Lindsay ......2.0cceeee May 19, 1826...) .....00. Ceeccceeves Marblehead. 
Lewis B. Page ......... error er September 16, 1826..| ..ececcesseeees ....| Gosport, Va. 
| 
NAVY AGENT. | 
John Randall .......cecee. oxvae}| CORO TR TE | occas eessvesneanes Annapolis. 
LIEUTENANTS OF MARINES. | 
. J, CORCMER ccc ceccceees ....| December 26, 1825..; Typhus fever ....... Pacific. 
William T. Bourne ............. March 4, 1826. | a Norfolk. 
¥, 


List of resignations in the navy of the United States, since December 2, 1825. 


{ 


CAPTAIN. 
Names. Date of resignation. 
NEE PGE oo isddcescccscess (pitiaawee iene inainee witness. A 18, 1826. 
LIEUTENANTS. 
Francis J. Mitchell..........cccccees ee ee ee ee eee wseeeeee November 27, 1826. 
Zachariah W. Nixon ........ (PERE ANG ORRRa eee e eee nea Ree rey eee March 21, 1826. 
David H. Porter ..... EERIE RR ERED ENR a eee ariweseanawe July 26, 1826. 
SURGEONS AND MATES. 
cismama bette, MCC EO perk wacko vawereee « (ikeGeeabasnesens . December 27, 1825. 
Charles B. Hamilton........ CRRA eee eeee ewe'ns ee re Te re non ae 12, 1826. 
Charles B. Jaudon .........cceceeees errr eee aaa SOOT TTT TT ae 4, 1826. 
EE ON ee ee er Ui teehaeKedws rere as 11, 1826. 
James Norris ..... er ee ee ere re eT TT uatdeernecnek: ee 20, 1826. 
CHAPLAIN. 
John McCarty..... (cea Ceeeweeeweeee ‘eeeeewewis eReeenee Vite eens saeens April 21, 1826. 
MIDSHIPMEN. 
Horatio N. Russell. ............se0. Terre Sere ee rT weeeee danuary 14, 1826, 
ET, SN Ui sidicxssvcsveee oes errr rer rs rere TTT TT Terr ICT Te January 16, 1826, 
Francis Mallory ....... oes ccceccccceees WO ee Se 
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Y.—List of resignations—Continued. 
ties. Date of resignation. 


January 24, 1826. 
February 17, 1826, 


Ce OT Sore TT Terre re Por TT ee er TT TT ree Tee ee 


oe eee eer ee TT Tee Tee TTT TTT Te TTT TTT CRT TTT LLL. : 
Ee Te ee Ter rere rT ae 8, 1826. 
| ESTE PCE CTT eT EST TET TEE CLT TTT TTT Te TTT Te TET CT 10, 1826. 
a Ee Oe PE eT errr eT Te TT ae 23, 1826. 
kd Fede 66k ss AKCKESTESLD OLN RRS OKC RMT eet eenisessess< TN 6, 1826. 
ee eT err er TT TTT TTT ae 17, 1826. 
Richard S. Clinton ....... PP Cee ee eT Pee Ce TOT TT eT eee ee a! 20, 1826, 
James W. Marshall ...... Pesetek ead ieee ew dcWeeeeee ssa ee aeeraeaeeeans. Ie 19, 1826. 
gS EE OTT ETT TS TT eee TTT TET CT ETT eT CTE TET TT TTT ee ee. 22, 1826. 
SPEED OE 6 6666 SSS TECEKIEE SS see ssee ees ereeisereeicssscsccncss GRRE 9, 1826. 
Henry A. Chambers ...... ite Wbibdas desilbiiedetewee ees cnisnssene See 23, 1826, 
a OEE TCE TT eee EE Ee TET Terr Ser Te TTT a 12, 1826. 
i 6666 bk e be AOETERA A RAR ON Ee De ev KENT eee S COREE eae serensese JEERES 21, 1826, 
I NS 65-5 5s 6 FSS SREK eK d Crean nse cesesshesesinesesesreniecce JR 8, 1826. 
ee cs to RE ME CERNE REE Ss eee eweN eke haebensesse es eaeeen “See 17, 1826. 
SE SO 65k Nis. Sd NLTERSARURES Redes ser esenenTssesNdiecesssceerss 28, 1826. 


eee. November 7, 1826. 


Henry Etting..... ROE CCT ET TT TTT TTTT Tee ere Tee TT OTe TCT Tete Tee 
SAILINGMASTERS. 


EE OT PT Te Te Teer rr TT mes 19, 1826. 
re ec KCKEN EEE DERN OMOSSRRERMR HEREC OeReRe eas enenae SS 5, 1826. 
EN sb b 6 bsGbcctces ce setheeessasconssereeeneeeereovers secevny CRUE TF, CRR8. 


BOATSWAIN. 


— -_ - 
Ee A MONE sank 6d Ko nb debe ee sede Ss reen er cece Nee RDO Eereseascns PUNE 3, 1826 


October 17, 1826. 
November 9, 1826. 


GUNNERS. 


EO Eee Terr rT Tet eT Te eT eT eer Ter TT Te Tee ee TT Tee TTT eT TT 


 , eee rer ree eee TT TTT TTT TTT LETTE TET TTT TTT 


CARPENTERS. 
July 6, 1826. 
October 17, 1826. 


DRUINMe reer e thos. ot Sewer ciskeu baa sn Seow meu wee Sus Ose h sw eueeuws 


de od se eee Re RASS eR ORR ERS 


SAILMAKERS, 
. April 21, 1826. 


i a a a ae sd a nl ek ee Be acne eee A Se 
May 3, 1826, 


SE Sh CANAD ROD SERAERR ORDA EEN 6 6068S OOEMER TONE ORS OOO EOD HOw ee 'D 


LIEUTENANTS OF MARINES. 
July 18, 1826. 
24, 1826. 


ee ee eT er ee ee re ee re rey Te 
NN 5 650 de os 0 HCEANKC NEON SOEs bere RES EERO S sees eseeree OO 





Z. 
Copy of the estimates for the naval service for the year 1827. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, November 9, 1826. 

The Commissioners of the Navy, in obedience to your directions, have the honor to hand you here- 
with— 

An estimate of the expenses of the navy for the year 1827, marked A. 

Statements explanatory thereof, marked b, C, D, E, F, G, H. 

Exhibit showing the disposition and force of the ships and vessels of the United States navy, built 
and building, marked I, and an estimate of the expense of the office of the Commissioners of the Navy 
for the ensuing year, marked K. 

In further explanation of the 6th item of the estimates on paper A, the Commissioners would 
respectfully observe that the security and preservation of the public property, necessarily of great amount, 
render it indispensably necessary, in their opinion, that the navy yards should be enclosed by walls 
substantially built of brick or stone. Without such enclosures, no vigilance of the sentinels, however 
their numbers may be extended, can protect the property from depredators and incendiaries. 

The large amount and great variety of stores indispensably necessary to be kept on hand, require 
that buildings should be erected to protect them against pilferers, and from destruction by fire, &c., &c. 

The buildings for officers’ quarters are required for the accommodation of those attached to the 
yards, in order that they may be conveniently situated to perform the duties required of them, and by 
their presence add to the security of the public property, and, at ali times, contribute to the prompt 
suppression of any improper conduct on the part of the numerous persons connected with the establish- 
ment. In the opinion of the board it would be true economy to erect suitable buildings for this object, at 
each yard not already provided with them. The annual allowances made to officers for house rent, &c., 
would, in a short time, repay the cost of their construction. 

The receiving and shipping stores, and the dispatch and economy so all-important in fitting out our 
vessels, make the wharves estimated for highl: necessary. 

The judicious selection of sites for the erection of buildings necessary for the yards, and for building 
and repairing the vessels of the United States, requires, that certain parts of the respective yards should 
be leveled and filled up. 

The covering the roofs of the ship houses with slate, copper, or tin, is not only to protect them from 


te we 
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accident by fire, and prevent loss or injury to the ships within them, but the immense loss of other 
property also within the yard. So extensive a fire as one or more of those large buildings would make 
can readily be conceived as carrying destruction to all within its influence. It is presumed that views of 
economy, or a disposition to lessen the expense as much as possible, led to the practice of covering the 
roofs of those buildings with shingles. Inventions were afterwards made of reservoirs, spouts, forcing 
pumps, &c., &c., to give protection to the roofs against that destructive element, fire, but without success, 
and the Commissioners, under a sense of official duty, earnestly recommend the appropriation. 

A very serious alarm was experienced on the 31st of May last, at the Boston yard. Captain Crane, 
under date of the Ist June, writes to the Commissioners, “that he deemed it his duty to acquaint them 
with a very alarming circumstance that yesterday threatened ship house No. 1, ships Virginia, Indepen- 
dence, Columbus, and Java, besides endangering the public storehouses and other buildings.” 

“ A fire broke out about 4 P. M. in the upper part of Main street, Charlestown, the wind fresh to the 
northward and westward; our engines, &c., were immediately got in readiness; burning shingles were 
shortly driven into the yard and on board the ships: owing to the great dronght, a sinall brand commu- 
nicated to the roof of ship house No. 1, and it blazed; to the precautions taken, and to the activity of 
our own people, I attribute the safety of a vast amount of public property; the tide had just begun to 
make, and the water in the wells was low; had it occurred in the night, I fear the consequences would 
have proved serious; our engines are incapable of throwing water on the roofs of the ship houses.” 

The preceding extract will serve to show the great danger to be apprehended from fire within the 
yard, when so great an amount of property was jeopardized from one originating without the limits of 
the yard, and would seem to warn us to use every precaution against so destructive an enemy. Had the 
occurrence stated by Capt. Crane taken place in the night, property to the amount of more than a 
million of dollars would probably have been destroyed within the yard; whereas, had the roof of the ship 
house been of incombustible materials, no loss could have resulted from the occurrence. 

The land recommended to be purchased for the extension of the Norfolk yard would be a valuable 
acquisition to the government, as well as to that yard; and as it is contemplated to secure it by a per- 
manent enclosure, it would be desirable that provision for the purchase of the land should be made, 
previous to putting up the wall; if afterwards purchased, it would cost an extra expense, probably 
equivalent to the cost of the land. 

The Pensacola Navy yard being a new establishment, where accommodations of every description 
are required, the estimates must necessarily be considerable, and may appear high; but the amount is, 
in the opinion of the Commissioners, indispensable to make the improvements necessary to render it a 
useful establishment. 

Whilst on the subject of navy yard improvements, the board, with great deference, respectfully 
suggest the expediency of again urging, in the strongest manner upon Congress, to make provision to 
defray the expenses of a board of commissioners, to be composed of three naval officers and two civil 
engineers, to examine the different yards, and fix upon the plan best adapted to the arrangement of all 
the docks, building ships, and other establishments proper to be erected within them; which plans, when 
once approved by the President of the United States, shall be rigidly adhered to in all future improve- 
ments, unless deviations therefrom should be specially authorized by him. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
WM. BAINBRIDGE. 

Hon. Sas’t L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 





A. 


There will be required for the navy, during the year 1827, three millions and fourteen thousand 
eight hundred and two dollars and ninety-two cents, in addition to any balances which may remain 
unexpended on the Ist January, 1827. 

1. Pay, subsistence, and established allowances for all officers, seamen, and others, belonging to the 

navy, and for all persons attached to the civil establishment of the yards......... $1,343,348 00 


D, BOE PROV aoc oo ce cies cst ccser rede revecesovecrsccetesevereeccasevesees 579,148 54 
3. For the repairs of vessels in ordinary, and for the wear and tear of vessels in com- 

EOL Te ne ee ee ee eee TT Tee ee Te Tee Te Tee ee ee Tee eee Tee 450,000 00 
4. For medicines, surgical instruments, hospital stores, and all other expenses on 

ee Ter rT errr ee eT eee ee ree ee Tee eee ee ee eee eee eee 50,000 00 
5. Ordnance and ordnance stores .. ci ccc cccecccvcncccceccccscvenccoccscscccscee 35,000 00 
6. For improvements and repairs of navy yards .....eccee eee c cere cence ce eeeseeers 332,306 38 
7. Fordefraying the expenses which may accrue during the year 1827, for the following 


purposes: for freight and transportation of materials and stores of every description; 
for wharfage and dockage; for storage and rent; for traveling expenses of officers, 
and transportation of seamen; for house rent or chamber money, and for fuel and 
candles, to officers, other than those attached to navy yards and shore stations; for 
commissions, clerk hire, office rent, stationery and fuel to Navy agents; for premiums 
and incidental expenses of recruiting; for apprehending deserters; for compensation 
to judge advocates; for per diem allowance to persons attending courts-martial and 
courts of inquiry, and to officers engaged on extra service beyond the limits of their 
stations; for printing and for stationery of every description; for books, charts, 
nautical and mathematical instruments, chronometers, models, and drawings; for 
purchase and repairs of steam and fire engines, and for machinery; for purchase and 
maintenance of oxen and horses, and for carts, wheels, and workinen’s tools of every 
description; for postage of letters on public service; for pilotage; for cabin furniture 
of vessels in commission; for taxes on navy yards and public property; for assistance 
rendered to public vessels in distress; for incidental labor at navy yards, not appli- 
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cable to any other appropriation; for coal and other fuel for forges, foundries, steam 
engines; and for candles, oil and fuel, for vessels in commission, and in ordinary, 


and for no other object or purpose w NE acacoiakenieces weTeTTeT TTT e error 
8. For contingent expenses for objects arising in the year 1827, and not hereinbefore 


$220,000 00 















































enumerated. Mestasewe ere TTT Teer TTT peEneer bd bpS SORES CKOSKOWONEEE EONS 5,000 00 
$3,014,802 92 
B. 
Estimate of the pay and subsistence of all persons of the navy, attached to vessels in commission. 
peek ipa: en ee 
| = | Frigates. |  Sloops. | , 3 
pore | 3 a 
| = | it l a 5 én Amount of 
| = | First ISeconal First Second: = = pay and 
| W class. | class. class. class. | # eo subsistence. 
| s | 
Number of each class .......... veal 1 | 3 2 | 8 3.4 = | 
ET rere febees | 9 7 ee eas 8 | $17,630 00 
Masters commandant......eeecceeees Pore eee ‘ond 7 i F 11 11,935 00 
Lieutenants commandant .....0sssccesloccss losses looses kone: fewews 3 3 4,068 75 
DCL CASSESUAEE KOO oKRO RES Ss | 9; 15] 8 | 24 | 9 12 TT 51,012 50 
RT 6iceeddeeehetevtwoenes ‘enna 1 | 3 | 2 | 8 3; 1 18 10,282 50 
Prdickeeickschesensieasasnks 1; 8 2 | 8 3) 4 21 11,996 25 
PE Sec eyorebetcnsvensi heres | i; 8) @i Bi] Biss 17 11,751 25 
NOON MIRE 5655.2 n cecwssccess| 3 6 4 8 | 3) 4 28 12,635 00 
DEN ce cdcne cores verre rT eee val ] | 3 EB hwkks be eww lees 6 3,427 50 
EME ovo cb ccncdweccossesvsees| 30; 54/] 28} 80; 24 | 21 237 54,036 00 
DEE Loks0eSe060b004604KS0600 b lcwene eeee. ivde Meee cas 1 1,000 00 
ET ETECTTRTTECT EEE CET 1 | 3 2 | Dl cwmee as 14 5,477 50 
UTE: 6b suwsncd povecceecsens case! 1 3 2 | 8 | 3 4 21 6,300 00 
BOGS Wind 22000 cssccsccccccenes oes! 1 | 3 | 2 | 8 | S lwo 17 5,631 25 
eer rere eee Tees (tee heawe s | 1 | 3 2 | 8 | 3. 4 21 6,956 25 
Carpenters. .......00. weer Te eee | 1 | 3 2 | 8 | B loos 17 5,631 25 
Ee eee eee eee Te Te TT eee 1) 3 | 2 | 8 | 3 17 5,631 25 
Boatswains’ mates ......+. (seeieees 6 | 9 | 6; 16] 6); 8 51 | 11,628 00 
ES DINING b6d cs scdvcecosdoces. | 3 | 6 4 | 8 | 3 | 24 | 5,472 00 
Carpenters’ mates ......ceeeeseeceees 3 6 4 8 | 3 5 29 | 6,612 00 
Sailmakers’ mates ......0ccccscccess 1 3 B hisses leven i a 7 | 1,596 00 
Qeartormastors .....scsccccsccesence | 10 24, 16; 40; 12) 16 118 | 25,428 00 
Quartergumibers .......cceceee. ‘coool BB 36 16) 64 18 13 169 | 386,504 00 
8 a ae ee 3; 9! 6] 2] 9) 5 56 | 12,096 00 
ee | ee | 1 3 | 2 | 8 3/ 4 21 | 4,536 00 
TRUE COU WEEES 65 ciccccesssscccvses 1 3 2 | 8 | 3 4 21 | 4,536 00 
MC ereee Teer Ty Tere eer eT eee ! 1 3; 8] 8 B iss 17 | 3,672 00 
i 56k ww gw 1 3 2) 8 Paice 17/| 3,672 00 
Si I <6 iboibeee ens ddwedis lances cee s Pekee Leknn pees | 4 4 | 720 00 
BRStOPS-OU-OIMS..5 . 5.0 cc seccccsccooes 1 | 3 | 2 | 8 | a ee 17 3,672 00 
SNE ip kR6hS Shek ds PRES HES | 5 | 6 © iciexe. ewes re 15 2,520 00 
PE SELRCERKSTR ASN Adon e eer uweees | Ll] 8 2; 8{/ 8; 4 21 4,536 00 
OGRE GURUS ois ccvcdisoscseses..s.| D litwes denen Iecend ewbe dads 1 144 00 
ee a | 1 | 3 2 eee ckwes ea 6 1,296 00 
ee | 6; 12 | © lenéen eal LER 24 3,456 00 
Musicians, 2d class.......02.0000 ss | 5 | O) Biiesan venus eee 18 | 2,160 00 
EERE Re RS Ra ere 280 «450 240) 480, 150 56] 1,656} 238,464 00 
Ordinary 8€aMeEN......cccccccccsecces 260 510) 260 400, 120 40); 1,590) 190,800 00 
ore dee hbdekih orakees | 40) 45) 20/| 80 | 30/17 232 16,704 00 
Pay and subsistence for six months, for | | | 4,648 | $805,686 25 
returning from the Mediterranean. . 3 | E lessee | QD lecees Pere eee | 182,040 25 
Pay and subsistence for four months, for | | 
returning from the Pacific.......... wee L ikewon | vanes L Nie Weweies | 30,817 50 
| j | | | 
Totel...css0 itebencians et ee eee rare ey Seren oy weer | $968,544 00 
| | | 
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C. 
Statement of the pay and rations, and all other allowances of officers and others, at the navy yards and hospitals. 


PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 


































































































Pans SFr = Ps 
| wi | 7 BD — “ 
(2) 2/2 |% 13.) 8) 8 | Fee, 
| g Se |ee/8./88) ¢ | 2] s.8s 
; = ow | oe ee ret oe | oes 
5 ss 2 | hE lesise]/ £ | 2 | 28és 
2 a | § |} egsi/sFi] at] & 7 Bon 
S -— | 2 1 eee [eee eg Ss52 
- | = 2 | * |;ea| © | & laa 
A | A SS o | o 7) | w < 
| | | | 
‘ard. | | | 
Captain .........05. jee SS Wha: 65-380 Pica: $3,466 75 
Master commandant.......... 1; 60 5 | $300 40 = 20 Swen 2,010 75 
EADMUOUOEE occ cccccccosececss 1, 40) PF iccnics 20 20 h jeadee 1,081 00 
SN 25k ve oversees sees 1!) 40) 2) 200 20; 12 Di vpees 1,141 75 
DIE ie wniiens cveawans us 1! 650 2 | 200} 20: 20 Danse 1,309 75 
WOME sinc iicisvcawssacness 1) 40 2' 200} 20) 12 F leswas 1,141 75 
ee 2; 19 © iia tenes Ee rere eee 638 50 
Boatswain ........ ree 1; 20 aren 12 eee - 651 75 
Gunner........ eeccece seawen 1; 20) D etans 2 i ee | ] 651 75 
Carpenter’s mate ...... Haein 1; 19 | 1 |. ose. ioe tied Wades ar 319 25 
DE 6 vawxssscscceaves - si 2 BD tronwn: teens sees eee er 307 25 
| j —_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_- 
| | $12,720 25 
Ordinary. | | 
Able seamen ..........6. ew 4; 12 Pilekeva Lawn Pera eer ae $941 00 
Ordinary seamen............ , 6 §©=.:10 | oe eee hehe vena leees ere 1,267 50 
| | $2,208 50 
Civil department. | | | | 
Storekeeper ....... error re S ietavs livcae eens eee vas iamaw powers $1,700 00 
Clerk to storekeeper.......... D lnakes exons eee Pe Ee er Lae 250 00 
Clerk of the yard............ Phcsas am ae see) Rete eae ee 600 00 
Naval constructor............ D liens. eager iawn res See Rees eee 2,000 00 
Clerk to constructor.......... D veay Aaiidacti neers Aes Hee a Ble 240 00 
PONE cacinsuoncceaincen ans 1; 25 |... eee — Lakes | meen leeeee 300 00 
| | | | | | | | $5,090 00 
| | | 
WU GRMN isis iscevcalessen lecar I. ie devine tewenk: nat is eae doeeas | $20,018 75 
r © © #4 ae ie 
BOSTON. 

Yard. | | | 
i oe 1 | $100 roe | 65 30 3 levee. $3,466 75 
Master commandant .......... 1 | 60 Siivasce | 20 S tixans 1,710 75 
Lieutenant..... (aren ere 1; 40 Po lvesws | 20 20 eee 1,080 00 
RT iracincnnes wuss pains 1} 40 ee | 20} 12 ass 941 75 
DED skseNesaneeed Wee rr 1, 40 FF lewwws hin Teanes knee Jens 662 50 
BUNBOON 2.0.04 nr eee 1) 50 ee | 20; 20 eer 1,109 75 
Surgeon’s mate ..........006. 1; 30 2) $145; 16; 141..... 1 950 75 
sae (tebe eeceess 1, 40 2 200; 20; 12 S Tsaoas 1,141 75 
ON es 1} 40 2} 250 |..... RE NE, aS 912 50 
Midshipman ......... jeans 4 19 © iveens ae ees eres eee 1,277 00 
BOOUIWEI oc ccsccwesescsecss 1 20 2 90 12 i 1 741 75 
Gunner ..... (eeeheeeeewes eu ‘ 1 20 D vows 12 is eee ] 651 75 
Carpenter’s mate, qualified as 

CORE kee ccccwvsveresess 1 19 on Oe On 319 25 
PROWIUE occ sc seeesssescecers 1 18 PF isawes Pg Oe errr ree 307 25 
$15,274 50 
Ordinary. 

Licutenant...... eet Pea. 1 40 | PW etiwe Weeee dace Joweee Jowaws $753 75 
OnE: 1} 40 “ee ae NS ee 662 50 
IE sc iuiiecesseewawes as 1; 20 Pikians rer err ern eee 422 50 
Carpenter’s mate.......eeeee. 1, 19 | i ee iebse hseaw feeeue ooo 319 25 
Boatswain’s mate ........5... 1, 19 es eee ee eee Lieaee 319 25 
ADE MOBMEN o..cccsccccceses 12 | 12 | eer es ere lneeew teaeer liwaws 2,823 00 
Ordinary seamen.....++......| 24 | 10 | ee ae Aree See jee ees 5,070 00 
| | | $10,370 25 

4 | 








766 NAVA L A F Fr AIRS. [No. 319. 





C.—Statement of pay and rations—Continued. 
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=f -— S = | } Oo oe ia oo 
. — = | aay = y 7 | Tl om 
* | e -— == | wy RN | Nl = = 
ae | ol gL _— | L-=— | aS = — ~ | ~~ SS a 
© | » a. ~ a =~ | a ~ ~_ | aso BS 
= ~ Sn > 5 SA] C8 = | S | e.c F 
SS | aie = T= —) | L, cS | oS = oe Ot 
= | > pe a = 12 Oo ‘a > i ne, 
= | re = x ar | ee - ~ | S wm % fey 
: | oS oS a | oS | oS = o Y | 9 
A | A a- bn | -y Te as - , | oa 
1 | _ _ | | JS. oP “4 





Hospital. 


Surgeon Sy ore oe eee eee 1 | $50 | 9 $200 90 | 90 $1,309 5 
Surgeon’s mate .....eeeeeeeee! 1; 30 2 145 i) UE leans leaes 950 75 
iP CE Eee Sie wasp ase erse 1 | 18 h leas Ore eke sate Wo icoOR ES 807 25 
NANGRS Rec e EES Seb ewes sakes as 2 | 19 Biewes wy ee 422 50 
PN sched e soweee ere 2 | 8 | 1 ee ee eee dawe: Sacks 374 50 

1 12 | I sleseiee Se tes bvewe. hes 235 25 





eee eae eee wa | 


—) 
—) 


$3, 600 








Civil department. | | 
Storekeeper .....+.. Terre Dickies ein Meek, Aeguden 1xe4us 
Clerk to storekeeper.......... 2 re mike tee eeew leeeee beweee 
Clerk to the yard.........e00- Slides [esaen l[owaee levews soeee levee 900 00 
Clerk to commandant ......... S teedas: lexus. fatate. Icace Joveee [oe 750 00 
Clerk to commandant ......... Dt We levkon. Rede: ramen Lies bs , 360 00 
Naval constructor....... seees a ees eet dees baden was leeken Titans 2,300 00 
Clerk to naval constructor..... 1 ; ; pitie , 420 00 
Inspector and meas. of timber . t Apesas leanaes pees bewes. nies Pasae bees | 900 00 
ee a eee 1; | 300 00 


scene len nue $1,700 00 
450 00 








| $8,080 00 











| $37,324 75 








CS ccc cesweiieeas Tnoawe: leewka eeeen ewaws ere hee 
| | 


NEW YORK, 


Yard. | | | | | | 
MMe isiissseessss) LPIOO) Bian. | | 86! $i 
Master commandant .......... ] 60 5 $300; 40 20 | 
ES ES ee ee eee ee ee | l 4() 3 200 20 20 | 
OT cab ode eksesssovesses , ] 40 | 2 200; 20 12 
I 50 | 2. 200 20 20 li 
J 2] BOl Bi ee Bl Mies] 8 950 75 
| tT] @] ®&| 260 20 12 L iveeus 1,141 75 
1 
4 
1 
1 


et et BOD 
. 
. 
. 
— 
7 
bo 
(0 2) 
— 
~ 
— 
a 
— 


Surgeon eee reer eee eserece! 


PUPSEF 2. ccccccsecccsecccess | 
Chaplain.....eccecccsscecees! |. 8) BOO lewsas | 2 4 : 912 50 


Midshipmen ........se.-eseee| | i New te . 
ee ee rere ree ee eee 20 | 2 90, 12 P tenes 4 ] T4175 
GUDNEL occ cecedssccccsceces | 20 | 2 90 12 | | 
Carpent :r’s mate, qualified as | | | | | | 

| 319 


19 | Oe ee eee 














SINEE is cc b bia s¥ ee as ooscee 1 19 | E. weda tewawa (ete Meneses. eee 25 
PE GA Gib ea KOK OSS ore u ss } 18 |] S akes. eees  eceas Keeoe lemens 307 25 

| | 

| 
| | | | $15,602 00 

Ordinary. 

ee ee ae 40 B feawee: tovews letwed leehee: leowes $753 75 
40 | Sleek leew. wees ferree prree 662 50 


t 


MESIEY. coe ses ss be% cere ckn wee 
Carpenter ..0. seesecsceeeees 
Carpenter’s mate.........+... 
Boatswain’s mate ........- or 
RUE MBCRINEN 5c aks eee sc see's pu 
Ordinary seamen.........+-6. 


Bt Bi bidsse leven: lisves lecws es eave 422 50 
19 | 319 25 
19 | 319 25 
12 


10 | Seis eee e Iniawials been, Wieder 


lll i ae 
e . 
. 
. 
. 
. 
+ 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
° 
° 


no — 
Det El eel ee 











| | 
| | $10,370 25 


200 20 i DB hvsws $1,309 75 
145 | 16 Mines { © 950 75 

| | 307 25 
422 50 
374 50 


235 25 


50 
30 
18 
10 | 


Hospital. 
BETROON once ss secvescces 7” 
Per ane ee ee 
MANS Ors ete beSseewn eee ss 
MBNA ccc buaiias hess oases 


POC CevelcihakGe Ge Grew os 12, ewe Webee Iescne levees [ekous 


| H | 
| | | $3,600 00 





m= DD DO a eet et 
— thd et DD HD 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
e 
. 
. 
. 
. 
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1826. ] REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
C.—Statement of pay and rations—Continued. 
| (2) 278 |e |B,/ 6 |) & | Beee 
| | @ | @itelee les] = | 2 | Beige 
, 5 55 ]/82/22 os , “ag s 
| 8/58/22 /fE|e2e/s8)/ 2/2 | 2888 
(A) | an a ao | 2 | 2 < 
Civil department. | | | 
i a ee D iseeew tyeaas lebbee Anke Tekawe teseas: exwee $1,700 00 
Clerk to storekeeper... ..... eee) Bi <eaaw leeeaidn ithe Seek eae Tewkas feeans 450 00 
Cheek Of Che 7ard. cs sac sc ssc cs} B liewsek leone chun Eeebbe Evasew Teaas been 900 00 
Clerk to commandant .......6. D tittew seen | peek Syne [eene Levine jewexe 750 00 
Clerk to commandant .......6.) i... sever ithe taba teaee Leen foenas 360 00 
Naval constructor... ......4..| fe eee haaaise Teta ke pekwiae leak: batons 2,000 00 
Clerk to naval constructor..... F eeeek nahn’ Hit siseelat (Racine eile hh. “a wah hw. “ova wea 420 00 
Inspector and meas. of timber. .| e lebees boas | (AERM AWE RE RED ewes es fue Gns 900 00 
i ere ee ee eee ] | 25 |eeee- Seek Tseng exec bedi le ewes 300 00 
| | 
| | | 
| | | | | | $7,780 00 
| 
ee ee Ese Se lene | (thee weed bawee leanne F coos | $37,352 25 
| 
PHILADELPHIA. 

Yard. | | | | | | | 
Ce ee eee | 1 | $100) 16 | $600 | 65 30 | i eee $4,066 75 
Master commandant .......... 1 60 | 5 | 3800) 40 20 | Pilxnwes 2,010 75 
PNCULOMAILE s5.0 2:0 6 oie 6 eis Beare 1 40 | 3 | 200 | 20 20 | Pa Sore 1,281 00 
ee i. o.oo 1,141 75 
I sessile ela nies | 1] 50; 2] 200! 20| 20) 1)..... 1,309 75 
Purser ......0- pidainietiasraenive | 1] 40] 2] 200; 90] 12] adh... 1,141 75 
EE nahn web nvaewas | 1 20 | 2; 90; 12 atte | 1 T41 15 
NE cxinisacaunsieenwwinns | 2] 20] 2] 90} 12 Wiwaws | 1 741 75 
Carpenter’s mate, qualificd as | | | | | 

NE iis ae Gaiaig re dince a6 1 19 | DP Nissen jadaed lees’ Sees |e sees 319 25 
GID tAveavadicedsxacswees 1 18 | © inkeee esis haves ere er 307 25 
| | | | | 
| | | | | | $13,061 75 
Ordinary. | | | | | at 
ADS SOAMON 6 cicccccsess woes! 4 12 | eae, Career eas eed? venus | ware | $941 60 
Ordinary seamen......e..eee. | 6 10 | | ere vue teheew laeae fewwas 1,267 50 
| | | | | 
| | | | | $2,208 50 
Hospital. | | | | 
PE saccccisaerensus | 1 50 | 2) 200; 20 20 | | ee $1,309 75 
i te | 1 30 | 2) 145 16 Wa iscks 1 950 75 
NL 6555 SERED NSD G eee 1 18 | Skewes) Wkbes fiebed bie eee Lednes 307 25 
gn, ERTL Ee OT CCE POC ETE 2 10 | PP kkehh, Aeeke teks beveen Lieeas 422 50 
hh, ee ee ee ee ee | 2 8 S stee Wade ewes Wasne caoes 374 50 
COON cs senas Pee eee he ere 1 12 | D levann [vases [ooaes thee Whee 235 25 
| | | | | $3,600 00 
Civil department. | | | 
WEOPOMOCNET 26. sci cceveeress | B iewaes evra cree vkkte Lekawe jeadae leewes $1,200 00 
Clerk to storekeeper .......6.. P iesws fewmaes rrr Sern orn rere er 300 00 
Clerk of the yard... .cccsccees a ere eee Liveie rere orTr es eee ere 600 00 
Clerk to commandant ......... Diicae. bowke eer pee tecken 1446e0 eer 600 00 
Naval constructor. ......eeee. © iveaxns or rer ition: Rubee: thadten baer 2,300 00 
Master joiner, and foreman of | | | | 
ss a a eT eee Ee eT |. | ee Sasi eee eee oe hau deawes 1,200 00 
Clerk to constructor .......... | 1 DF hcauw toawe esnaewne’: eacew Ieeen 300 00 
Inspector and meas. of timber. .| B lvesas. loeece lessee lecece jovces looses levees 700 00 
ar Teer eT eT Cree | 1 areas Poe eke weds teens bvcvan eases 300 00 
| | | | 
| | | | $7,500 00 
| | | 
| | | siice Aaaaiaeacaae 
WRC GONE isc civcawaclewsas [eaves looses loeeee iat oe lemees ° $26,370 25 
| | | 
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C.—Statement of pay and rations—Continued. 






















































































WASHINGTON. 
P > | s | oe : mS 
oO to : o }; os » ~ 
Pi) Be ioei2e\|23!i 8) 8 | gees 
2/8/38 |gsis"iae; ¢ | 2 | 282s 
Piet | Sis ia |$8\ 8} & | e856 
= 3 4 | S | © o a) 
| Z | A Ss | =) io | w wn < 
| | 
| | | | | | 
Yard | | | | | | 
ere rere eye Te | 1 $100 Ae 65) 30 | D ivceus $3,466 75 
Master commandant .......... 1; 60) © titwes 40; 20) 2 coo 1,710 75 
SROUUORERE ..aciseescecsecese | 1; 40, Ae 20 | 20 | 1 | errr 1,081 0) 
DEE ncckheeses nee bee bees sds 1; 40 B lenenx 20; 12) ] oo 941 75 
Master in charge of ordnance .. 1; 40! S lescte Ienees Kkewe lowes | ree 662 50 
Master keeper of magazine.... 1 40 S lhieeke disees Kedes fesveon Iekwwe 662 50 
a beled ccskaenkk 1) 50) 2) $200} 20) 90 ae 1,309 50 
Surgeon’s mate ...... scscoe 1; 30] 2; 145 ae. Sere 1 950 75 
Purser..... Cae ee ee Pee 1) 40) 2; 200 20; 12) S leawes 1,141 75 
ONE t6t50 66600004 00000 1; 20} 2 90 12 | D jooee- 1 741 75 
Gunner as laboratory officer ... 1; 20) B lnaae ses leseos [eeees bee 422 50 
Carpenter’s mate, qualified as | | | | 
OE a ee et Li ser eee er ‘iene or 319 25 
errr frbdeeewene 1 18 | S ivtcks Bowes Je seee i achek Eek aes 3807 25 
| | | | | | $13,718 00 
Ordinary. | | | 
Boatewain’s Mate. ...cccccses 1; 19] teehee Dees jee sean deepen $319 25 
Able seamen... ..ecececcecees 6; 12; 8 jcsead Lewwew bases eer ert 1,411 50 
Ordinary seamen....... cones 8; 10} b Apeeee: lies ' tink. Iawbew Levee 1,690 00 
| | | | | $8,420 75 
Hospital. | | | 
Surgeon ........ ee eee eres 1; 50; 2| 200 20 20 | BE dives $1,309 75 
Surgeon’s mate ........cceee. 1; 30) 2) 145 i WE fewwes 1 950 75 
Steward ........+. Teer e Tee. 1 | 18 | b lecuws =r | ene foweens ee 307 25 
EE SEES CPS ree eee eee ere 2; 10) i peree ae eres ere Leena 422 50 
eee eer reer yy 2 | 8 D dence niede: Waker. ewes ee 374 50 
EE Cet eT eer ere err 4 12 | e enue je ewes eevee \eoeee = 235 25 
| | | | | 
- | | | | $3,600 00 
Civil department. | | | 
Storekeeper .....-.. bese avnne E Akwewe capa Tepe: Temas ores ten deiea’t ie , 700 00 
Clerk to storekeeper.......... Pe leives rere ore ienwine. Inewke eee coe 450 00 
Clerk of yard ........0.. ee Sree Spee, Seen ere ee ae, re 900 00 
Clerk to commandant ......... D bese phen liane heees Pare ree coe 1,000 00 
Clerk to commandant ......... l leases heeus hess lekki Ikebe: Acai 480 00 
Naval constructor........ ee E bea prac Tbeiinc: Mepdus levaes) ees Teen 2,300 00 
Clerk to naval constructor..... 1; 385 )..... sous or Keewe veinden Ieee 420 00 
Inspector and meas. of timber. . L fesse. Wekee dewese lewens jsewee oe ae 900 00 
Master chain cable and caboose | | | 
eee eS ee eee bebe  hasen: frecws phede bivawe tewnes iveeew. kteus 1,500 00 
PURONINE 6. cds acviessssccosua L iseens eee err fare sinee. Newee [eewan 1,500 00 
PES 6 bdo 00s dessesc0000 Eb teawes: s0eae leew liaeee ines jeeeee. Lawes 782 50 
ee sen aay Sobek oo ere ees eee 1,500 00 
Master plamber «1.002.005. b hisaue feswed | banat navn sevens ieeees deeeue 1,200 00 
rer rT 1 a oe ae | Weis ieee weve meee 300 00 
| 
| | | | $14,932 50 
CT Te eRe ee ee ee ne ie ce $25,671 25 
| [2 4 4 
NORFOLK. 
Yard. | 
ee eee 1 | $100 | 16)..... 65 | 30 B haseee $3,466 75 
Master commandant ........ - 1; 60) 5) $300} 40; 20 7 2,010 75 
PE Si cibodcvensvenees 1) 40) 3 | 200 20; 20  Ivewen 1,281 00 
EE ren iat 1; 40; 2{ 200 20; 12 S feiss 1,141 75 
a ee ee jneveeees 1; 50 2; 200 20 | 20 A tunes 1,309 75 

























































































1826. ] REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 769 
C.—Statement of pay and rations—Continued. 
oi >, ’ 4 . . ae 
5 » | » | Rel es |e; 2 2 2Eees 
5 - | 3 | 5 e ioe & = ERS a 
A 2 a = oS 0 wn wn < 
Surgeon’s mate......... ee | 1 $30. 2) $145 a) ae | 1 $950 5 
PE cniccsisncesaens sevens TD 40 2) 200} 20; 12 eee 1,141 75 
Chaplain.......... er ere 1 40 a en: as Pree vant 912 50 
ee ere | 4 19 | | i Perera - fees eoees err 1,277 00 
NIN 5 64660490 s os see eel ] 20 2 90; 12 9 Rtvkaes 741 75 
Qanner 2.6.04. pieteatiars Rael 1 20 | 2 90 2 9 b eawey T41 75 
Carpenter’s mate, as caulker. . .| 1 19 | BP ii Ms in, S Pare Tore | . 319 25 
Steward ....... Pednewewntnds |  & ac eee bibs oe rer 307 25 
} | | | 
| | | | | | $15,602 00 
Ordinary. | | 
Lieutenant ........ or ee 1; 40 es pea aaa Heavies ; $753 75 
ee er re eee | 1 4) 2 Pe LksGae reas Trdawe towers 662 50 
a en 1|{| 20 isthe baked (eaeek le o6s Janae 422 50 
Carpenter's mate .........000: | 1 19 B lvcwes ktee ease. [bakee Tonnes 319 25 
Boatswain’s mate .......... sl - | oar ee nk levee betes 319 25 
ile NI. oki eesesess | 12) i er SRE PRETE Hee ey 2,823 00 
Ordinary seamen............. | 24 10 See As pees err ere 5,070 00 
| | | | | $10,370 25 
Hospital. | | | | 
Sargeon 2.26064 Seow were wat 1; 50] 2; 200; 20 20 | Peres $1,309 75 
Surgeon’s mate ........... boeel ] 3 9 145 | 16 | 14 “a 1 950 75 
‘hatha ud EEE OE EET. 1; 18 | P kage Ane tsaees Jason bans 307 25 
inn gt TCE RET CEE ECT 2 1¢ © lenees eer : ‘ ‘ 422 50 
WU Ck 66a Ss Keewwe wes er 2 8 Sb See ictiek Wiehe esas ioekeia 374 50 
CO hae aee eens ween ‘ 1 12 1 ee gx tnwnax 1eeeee toad ‘ 235 25 
| | $3,600 00 
Civil department. | | | 
Storekeeper ......... ee ee 2 ks : (ea eee laden lanes j : $1,700 00 
Clerk to storekeeper.......... 1 ee (eee Lee pines leekew. eeeaw Inewun 450 00 
Clerk to yard...... piwiwis D iiteae leeeug tebbwn dyaeee diane ‘ ; ‘ 900 00 
Clerk to commandant......... ee an ee Pee res eee cena [aeons 750 00 
Clerk to commandant ......... 1 OW livieg leans ein |. Hae lanwed 190eS5 360 00 
WOVAl Comstrector ss ...5 20.55. DP ivhiiek hee Weeads haces ewe lekeee Evabds 2,000 00 
Clerk to naval constructor..... 1 Me Waren! eked ere? seknee banwde 420 00 
Inspector and meas. of timber. . P shes hiwae: eee seca |. tag [ened tienes 900 00 
Keeper of magazine .......... Pivexes lostiaa Awes tas. eaten tetas’ are 480 00 
TRIO 6c ciinncasves's rer } 1 ee ee ane bebeae leans beaes 300 00 
| | 
| | | $8,260 00 
Whole amount..... ee Te ears eenciece lexae’ ; ibe Tekins Wows $37,832 25 
| | | 
PENSACOLA. 
Yard | | | | 
ME: resiindernsinrs . 1 $100 16 $600! 65 30 Bicsea. $4,066 75 
Master commandant .......... 1 60 5 300) 40 20 i 2,010 75 
oe ee ee ee 1 40 3; 200; 20 20 errr 1,281 00 
bees. eeux Piwnaes! 1| 40 2; 200; 20; 12 1 ‘i 1,141 75 
EE TPT TT eee 1! 40 2; 200; 20}; 12 Seer 1,141 75 
Midshipmen ....0. 6656660005. 4; 19 D emia ewe: bawes a eee 1,277 00 
I Sb avdccaenase ‘a 1| 2) 2; 90; 12) 9 ihe 741 75 
WEE 5A-4iki ss Hee eee a | 1; 20) 2; 90; 2 | eee 1 741 75 
Carpenter’s mate, as caulker... 1; 19 E lunes ee ees eee 319 25 
POM cad cour eons cena ws of 1 18 e jvweus leeeee [owns oe eee 307 25 
| $13,029 00 
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“teal | pon 
= _ a | x | = . as | Pg 
| | &@| 2 /8e/2elFe] * | @ | sees 
i= | 8 Sc |s | 88] & | 5 a 
1/42 |e | & |e 15 JOC a | an] < 
| | | | | 
Ordinary. | | | | 
ong cb Oke was 4} $12 Se ae re er $941 00 
Ordinary seamen.......+..e06- 6; 10 ees ees Sere err | err 1,267 50 
| | | | 
| | | 
| | | | | | $2,208 50 
Hospital. | | | 
BRTBCOM .ccscccccccccsvesees 1} 50) 2 | $200 20 20 | Be oe oie $1,309 75 
Surgeow’s Mate .....eeeeeeees 1; 30) 2]; 145 1) TF foseas 1 950 15 
SS GELS CRC CT EET OTT SE 1; 18) ee ns eee ree ences 307 25 
BRRW a c6ssbsisereseconseds ET RL. Bivens dewesn: beanie ~— — | 422 50 
Eee Pee eee eee TE ee 2 | 8 | b csies léwewe levues |secee lowoes 374 50 
BS te INas Kew 60s cx Se te, 6 Oe ee es Shree ee | 235 25 
| | | | | | | $3,600 00 
Civil department. | | | | | 
Storekeeper .....secessececes thee eae Denen leetas fers hehe terre | $1,700 00 
Clerk to storekeeper .......+.-. | L lawke fovaes issvée lseaes lovee leeees levee | 250 00 
Clerk of yard ...ccccccesceoess ee BR sien bexsee [sauce | eens ae | 900 00 
Master jOIner ....esecccessees L183 per) day. j..06. jeoes rer letvew [eawws | 939 00 
eT E lktuen levees rene: fiaeaie. lewis oer eee | 2,000 00 
Clerk to master builder ....... I oer es ere eer jneees [eawns 300 00 
a ee eee 1] = 25 j...0 Jooees eee Wiawas ere Gere 300 00 
| | | | | | | $6,389 00 
| | | 
TO MS 6 kins oe teceslevins er eee Ti bme. We een. Tees ewinkin: Hea | $25,226 50 
| | | | 
SACKETTS. 
SE. cee wedecdse cere verses 1 $40 | 2 | $200 | 12 | 20 | t hews $1,141 75 
| | | | 
om | 
BALTIMORE STATION. 
erry Tere Tere Te 1 | $100 | 8 $300/ 65) 30] S vines | $3,036 75 
OM Kidpese ts edievesains 1 50 2; 200; 20; 20/ 11..... | 1,309 75 
PUNE 2008s ewisaiwbice 1 40 2a eeke. Wawes dekh [omnes | 662 50 
| | | | 
‘ | | | | 
| | | $5,009 00 
CHARLESTON, S. C., STATION, 
CORBIN 650 sce siecscsoccccces | 1 | $100 8 | $300) 65! 30 | © ivavon | $3,036 75 
NON 44 esK nb ossssessonens | 1 50 2) 200 20; 20] L douses | 1,309 75 
DE edd bihdiuedencieious } 1} 40 “2 ee ree Sees rere eer 662 50 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | | $5,009 00 
Recapitulation. 
ate Sciicidierek Kiabimscaaiiie wieiamieeee oe : ees 
| Yard, naval. | Yard, ordinary.) Yard, civil. | Hospital. | Total amount. 
Portsmouth, N. H...../ $12,720 25 | $2,208 50 | $5,090 00 |...........00- | $20,018 75 
NN a vehinskibecs | 15,274 50 | 10,370 25 | 8,080 00 | = $3,600 00 | «87,824 75 
3 eC. ee eee 15,602 00 | 10,370 25 | 7,780 00 | 3,600 00 | 37,352 25 
Philadelphia ......... 13,061 75 | 2,208 50 7,500 00 | 3,600 00 | 26,370 25 
Washington......... 13,718 00 3,420 75 | 14,932 50 3,600 00 | 85,671 25 
 sethicntesscs 15,602 00 | 10,370 25 | — 8,260 00 3,600 00 | 37,832 25 
PRROROUE 5 ccvccevees 13,029 00 | 2,208 50 | 6,389 00 | 3,600 00 | 25,226 50 
Sacketts ...... medians Fee: FO “bidenccasatans eee ee eee caer eeReeeeets | 1,141 75 
$100,149 25 | $41,157 00 | $58,031 50 | $21,600 00 | $220,937 75 
eee a ak Aaa ked ANS Ace ineepeen | $5,009 00 
Charleston........ en 5,009 00 | Sree ee er ee pebian iakawas errr rere. | 5,009 00 
$10,018 00 |...........08. renee | ipeeeimeawendl $10,018 00 
| 
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D. 


Statement of the number, pay, &c., of officers, &c., required for five receiving vessels, for the year 1827, 
explanatory of part of the first item of appropriation. 








| 











or. | a 
i = | @ s | 5 
g (a 3 3 z a 3 Amount. 
R > | = 5 = - 
a) im 6) CO Z. al = 
Masters COMMOANGONE 266.6 icc ccwscvesscccenss 1 ei 4 | 1 rer 4 | $4,340 00 
Lieutenants ...cececsccoes ‘iwepecssrieewss| F 3; 2) 38 2 13 8,612 50 
Pursers........00+ eeideeinineawxawnnes wh E jasaed 2 3 | 1,718 75 
Masters. ...csccescees Mike iAIeeweerur ees 1 ae ee, . 3 1,713 75 
Surgeons’ mates .....cccessescccsccecs saves 1 . leveeei 2 cas 3 1,353 75 
Midshipmen ... 1.2.22... awe SSS Re eee we wen 3; 8) 2) 8 2 13 2,964 00 
Boatswains’ mates .........060. pieanwwur er  y 2 g -2o4. 1 5 1,140 00 
Carpenters’ mates......cccceccees iene eanewe ee Sr Bt Fs eee 4 912 00 
I eaters MSS eer seas rere ei Be Bt 2 1 5 1,080 00 
i ee povatakus Celaipen mina eee oa ee 1 5 | 1,080 00 
Ae WORMER. 06 sc cise cass LiNGmame Kd wn Sewn | 2} 2] BY B 2 | 10 1,440 00 
Ordinary scamen........eeee err ee Cneae ves 6 | 6 4 6 2 | 24 2,880 00 
GARR eiiniaipeennintiansecnexess 4} 4|] 3] 4 2 | 16 | 1,152 00 











| | | | 108 $30, 381 15 





K. 
Statement of the pay, &c., of officers attached to recruiting stations, together with one captain, as ordnance 
officer, explanatory of part of the first item of appropriation. 


) 
| 
| 





Amount. 


ber. 





Norfolk. 


Boston. 

New York. 
Philadelphia. 
Baltimore. 
Total num- 


























Masters commandant .....ccccccsccscccccvces | J 1 -; 1 1 5 | $5,881 25 
EROMUCOERES oon cccccscvacccoes errr r rrr. fer a. 1 -} 2 1 5 | 3,768 75 
MiGebipMen 6.csscsccsccccscrcccovccosessess| L | OP! a; 3 ] 5 | 1,596 25 
Surgeons ....ee00- ce ey ee pene |} 1 1 1 1 ain 4 3,130 00 . 
Surgeons’ Mates ..e.eee-eeeeeees eetieeekednt ewe | wees | wee | wees 1 1 542 50 

| 20 |$14,918 75 

ORDNANCE DUTY. | | 

Captain ...cccccccccccccvescccccescsesceccce| coee eeee ooo peor eeene 1 $1,930 00 











F. 
Evhibit of the officers, &c., awaiting orders and on furlough, explanatory of part of the first item of appro- 























priation. 
i ! | | 
| ee | e 
| out oe | | S 
| i ee | & s | 
| 2 2e}og | @ | @ | & | Bal 
| "3 eal 2.ist#&8iz@ | ©! Amount. 
5 ~ 3 | — 4 7 a 
, ae ne Ss | & 2 oe | ee) 
| = ss} 2 | «2 = = oI 
| oO =a |yn| 4 iw = S| 
op | 
Awaiting orders ....ccccccccsccccesece| QD | cece 83 [tees 4 20 | 116 | $88,966 25 
On furlough. ...ccccccccccscsccccecces| sees 2/115 | 38 er 1 | 20 7,651 50 
| 
- . 2 | 98 | 2 4 21 136 |$96,617 75 
| | 
| | | | 





Recapitulation, showing the sums composing the first item of appropriation. 


Pay, &c., im COMMIABION 2.000. 000005...000 LAMM ENKGE 6 KR TC URINE $968,544 00 
Pay, Be, FOB. ce wecessecces TTL eS eS TCL Cer TTT LERNER SSeS nwa 220,937 75 
Pe, Ge, Br CUMIN eee ise ce ewewede es cee saree ees ee ee ee ore are ee ee ‘ 10,018 00 
Pay, &c., in receiving vessel@....ccccsveccccccccsccccsccencsceveseces Terr TT Tree 30,381 75 
Pay, Gc., in recreiting stations. s .42.00.. sc Mb tees ceases beee saws ccewes eae 14,918 75 
Pay, &c., in ordnance duty...........6. paar annette views TS eee Te Te 1,930 00 
Pay, &c., in awaiting orders............-- LENGE AVOWERETTRERORSENCEETE SES Ss pianos 96,617 75 





$1,343,348 00 


——SS—Se— oO oe 
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G. 
- Estimate of provisions required for the navy for the year 1827. 
For vessels in commission during the whole year ..........ccceeeccceceeccseeee 4,648 


(owe ae 666 
108 


5,422 persons, 
1,979,030 rations. 


ee eT rere TT eT err Tere Te re Te re eT Ter ree 
Teer reer TT eer eer Te TT TTT eT Te Tee rere er re 





ee Ae Se ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eT ee ee eee eee 
sae secerstocetann pees OO 


re er ss kee hee CASA Oe eae aes RENEE E Cabs 
Add one ship of the line, one frigate, first class, two sloops, for six months, 1,475 persons. 67,296 874 
Also one frigate, first class, one sloop, second class, for four months, 562 persons........ 17,094 163 





... 579,148 54 


MUNI Ee LEC as see REESE EE Ow EES Sw oR aS UA ESOS ESSN RSENS SENS SORRBALE 








H. 


Estimates for the improvements and repairs of navy yards, explanatory of the sixth item of appropriation. 
PORTSMOUTH, N. Hs 


accommodations for officers, blacksmith shop, covering roofs of ship houses with two- 


For 
thirds slate and one-third copper, leveling and repairing’... .....eeccc ec sc ce cccccecns 


$17,412 55 


BOSTON, 

For completing the yard wall, launching ways for 74 and frigate, causeway to connect 
blacksmith shop with ship house, warrant officers’ quarters, repairs of wharves and 
buildings, covering the roofs of ship houses with one-third copper and two-thirds slate, 
RPS TE FUE 66k be CEKEHEKE SES i ccd ee ene seeDdDeseccesreceerorescscrccsress TERT TH 

NEW YORK. 

For commencement of wall, completing mast and boat houses, making new front to wharves, 
stone work, repairs of buildings, covering roof of ship houses one-third copper and two- 
ee ee SO BE I FOTO 6 vin 50h dscdidodss bares eeuews eeeerdenseenens 59,160 28 

PHILADELPHIA, . 

For building storehouses, building mast “houses, completing wharf, covering roof of ship 
houses with tin, repairs of buildings, &c., conveying water to the yard, and privilege 
NN on 6 6 6 REKE TED O46 FNS e Ko nds ade WHEE SEE N00 0000 0080S sod ORDO 60,635 22 

WASHINGTON, 
For warrant officers’ houses, tinning ship house, repairs and filling in wharves........... 16,561 04 
NORFOLK. 

For extension of yard wall, officers’ quarters, mast house, timber sheds, boat houses, facing 

wharves with stone, covering roofs of ship houses one-third copper two-thirds slate.... 82,004 09 
PENSACOLA, 


For officers’ quarters, storehouses, work shops, wharves .......cescecssccccccvcscscoves 49,875 50 





$332,306 38 





Exhibit showing the disposition and force of the vessels of the United States navy, and of the vessels building 
under the laws for the gradual increase of the navy, and for building ten sloops-of-war. 


Independence, 14......ssesscescscees Boston........ccccccesccccccceeseees In ordinary. 
PERMEE, TEs sccis.cvcsesssevesvcees BOW YORK woccscscoccsncsccsssossess inordinary. 
Westngt0n, Tho. .s.cccececseseeesss+. New Yorkscccscccssscccseccscscssess Inordinary. 
SO, CECb kes sdicstecscsicsssve BOMOR.....5 $e On 6eSceeeccsescesses RRORCREED. 
SRARWONG, TE iscsvessssconsessessesese NOMOUK sesccsecsdes...coccsesseeses Snondigary. 
North Carolina, 74............++.2.2.++. Mediterranean.. In service. 
PEN Se scersses ebsbnveesesescavecs DOW TOK sc sesescsccesccvecns sseeae Biigpilinary. 
Chippewa, T4....ccccecccccsesece+ees Sackett’s Harbor } 
New Orleans, 74 .........+20e00000++. Sackett’s Harbor f 
EE ET TOOT A lL 
OTE R ct cccdcasceccecevcecss MOOGIDOPORDIOM ..c...ccccsccaecccsscs De eeewine. 
POR ce ibicdcdeseccssecsccses NORD... cevceccvescosocsccss MODRITING. 


(hiterssteckek Va Wee eee, 
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DORE Hactenseksidasecscsuaniscss: TA ieiisdsrwesissasscscareseses Bie 
NR. OE 5a 55s seenesasniiavecns WORIQUON: cicsccseccdccccrccccaes Ttontimmey. 
VOWS, 28) oo ciccesccciccseccces POG ceetiscncsvesecsccvscccesccse In service. 
CN Be cic sesansesc cc cscesxe ss WRONG. cs ccc dissscccecsccssss Repuiring, 
Constellation, 26...........e.e+e2e-+2 West Indies and Gulf of Mexico........ In service. 
I, WP Skeid sewasccwceessvns GOMPb OE TMs. c ci cncccetscccccesces In pervion 
Cyane, 24....cccccccsercecsccccsceees Coast Of Brazil......cccccecceccccceee In service. 
Se WR 6s cwdcecacwwncccis es WOO TNERO i iiciccdcccscssccessrs Tp gepvien: 
SN OP Geer ie ees ss cerdeesnceeas. COMME OEM csc cccccacccccces.... Inpepebon 
Oe eee 
CMO, TA. cas cicdesceenyesascnes Wort Tetee, OO cciccessiccccssrccees pweepvien 
ee eer errr © 

Re, Wa 5s Hew a ee ands iw BIR iviiksccdwicsececsccs . In service. 
NS ee ee eee oe 
SN, BE 65 kb sk eeecesenksesiccnis “WORE TIGR i sasisesecaiscevicscorss Tn geieiek 
PUNONNE, TEicccivicsssceesecvecvesss MROGWOPTONEON 2. .c0cccccesece....c00e Tn service, 
NG, OU sce ceeeeeeieksevenesensss TONG cccestrcsincsssevececes...ce Tnperwiee: 
Frigate of the lst class, lately purchased, and in ordinary at New York. 

Grampns, 12 ........eeceeeeceeceeee- West Indies and Gulf of Mexico........ In service. 
SRE, UD sve avasisccovscccscssicices West Indies and Galf of Mexico........ In service. 

POR, Bisssiccdssetecesasecsceseseces BRMUMOPD sc iccccsvecescasccccccccces Receiving vessel, 
BE aia eee sepeeeseeweeisiceseess ROU cissesss setessssscosscsrcnse Receiving peel 
ee GE idiavyiveescrcssstwseesccces PRAIRIOIMGis ccsecesccrsccss -cssses Receiving vena), 
Fulton, steam frigate........0..eceee. New York.......0.00....cccccccecees Receiving vessel. 


BUILDING. 


Ships of the linr—Alabama, at Portsmouth; Virginia and Vermont, at Boston; Pennsylvania, at 
Philadelphia; and New York, at Norfolk. 

Frigates, first class.—Santee, at Portsmouth; Savannah and Sabine, at New York; Raritan, at Phila- 
delphia; Cumberland, at Boston; Columbia, at Washington; and St. Lawrence, at Norfolk. 

Sloops, first class.—Concord, at Portsmouth; Warren and Falmouth, at Boston; Fairfield, at New York; 
Vandalia, at Philadelphia; St. Louis, at Washington; and Natchez, at Norfolk. 

Frames for three frigates of the first class contracted for. 





K. 
ustimate of the sums required for the support of the office of the Navy Commissioners, for the year 182’. 


RN OE TE TORTS TUNG igo cc sianeccnses cesasavicseds cvesscrsscssereccece SIRE 


see eT ee eT eee ee COE TT eee Tee LETT Te TELE Cee e Te ETT TELL ETE PETE Tere Cree 2,000 
ee ee Ne OE ive ee KS Ged TERRE OHs SEERA dE eS ODE e DERE ROC ASeO eRe DW RReOE 3,550 
Crees Gee Cratueeem, per act of May TG, 1088 ...o cic ccccdoe cess ssscccorsecccsscasoens 4,000 
COME MERE CEPONOOE, 66s cccccsicsecccssecececreesesdecevesscrceresesscoverccbeseseces 1,800 








Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, November 9, 1826. 


Estimate of the sums required for the support of the office of the Secretary of the Navy, for the year 1827. 


Salary of the Secretary of the Navy, per act of Congress of February 20, 1819 .............. $6,000 


Compensation to the clerks, authorized per act of April 20, 1818...... ccc. cece ce eseeccceeee 8,200 
Compensation to one additional clerk, per act of May 26, 1824... .... cece ccee cece cscs cccens 1,000 
Compensation to the messenger and assistant messenger .......cceccccccccccecccccecccene 1,050 
COmbINMENt CXPCNBES. 2. ose scersccscvcecesecresesrecsecevcseseversscccccccccsccescecens 3,000 





$19,250 
Submitted. 
Additional compensation to the clerk whose salary is now $800, which is proposed to be 


Sn NNN a sas ocho d HPAES URMATRDAGREORD Kwke OEON eens dceeeuarwes 200 
Compensation to ome GGGITIONAl CIOEK, «6060s cccce css tase rccsaseceercrecccerecevecsseee 1,000 





$20,450 





The necessity for the two last items was fully explained in a letter to the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means of the House of Representatives, dated 21st January, 1826. 


Nortr.—Of the sum estimated for contingent expenses, $2,000 will be required for the current expenses 
of 1827, the other $1,000 for arrearages of and prior to 1826, to repay the amount heretofore expended 
for extra clerk hire during the session of Congress, and for similar expenses during the ensuing session. 








; 
i 
| 
j 
j 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Estimate of the sum required for the improvement and repairs of the two Executive buildings west of the 
President's house, occupied by the War and Navy Departments, in addition to what is now granted, sub- 


mitted by the Superintendent. 


For repairing the wells and pumps, which are considerably out of order ..........cceeeeeeeeees $120 
For painting the passages, outside walls, and window frames, .......-..ceccceccccececccceses 500 
Pee een: CO NE SONRINE DAPUINORE 66 ok scdcdncodsedersadersenesdassasecrsdirisocracrss 20 


$880 


— 
=—=—= 





Z. 
Estimate for the marine corps, for the year 1827. 


Hrap-Qvuarrers oF THE Marine Corrs, Washington, Novembir 13, 1826. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to the Department the estimates for the marine corps for the year 
1827, together with a letter from the quartermaster, explanatory of them. 
I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


ARCWD HENDERSON, Lieut. Colonel Commandant. 
Hon. Samvet L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Estimate of pay for officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, and subsistence for the officers 
of the United States marine corps, for the year 1827. 


Heap-Quarrers or Marines, Paymaster’s Office, Washington, November 13, 1826. 


PAY. 
One lieutenant colonel commandant, at $75 per month .........cceeceeee cevceees $900 
ae THORENS COLONEL, RE OOO HOT MODI. . oo oo ccc ccciccerowssecesssecccssncceees 720 
RE PRT MRNIET BE GOP HOT MAGNE 6 oo casein sccscncncccceccscrnesescesavesascoves 600 
Due quartermaster, Al GSO per MOM. 2... 66 ccc ses cceresscserccseeecsoeeeses 720 
CGO DRURIRE, BE B00 GCF MIOTTA 5 oo 5 ose ocicsces ca ccncdensisrccescevncecesesoenes 3,360 
Twenty-three first lieutenants, at $30 per month ..........ccccccecccccscccsccces 8,280 
Sixteen second Heutonanta, at $25 per Month 2. .o0scsccsvrccccvccccccssscvcseves 4,800 
NN Se rere ror Pre Ter eT ee Tee ere eT Tr Tere rere eer Te 600 
ee ee rn 480 
One sergeant major, at $10 per month ............. Pe es eee ee ee re 120 
One quartermaster sergeant, at $10 per month. .......0..cccccccccccscvccscccecs 120 
i DP MON hs 664665 ov iees see delees saucddeséedencncsaveae 108 
ee nN ORNs hoo 66h 4 dss sks ease bdee bse N ses snsea sen ceses 108 
epee eer STERNER, REDO HOF MONER. 6550 ose. 2. i cc deee neces ss sscosevcoseeds 7,668 


Seventy-three corporals, at $s per I ee eke eee ebay Lee ihe oh ee iw sk ete. 7,008 
ey Ser Ee OO MINE is Wc bso sais sander edereessiawesescecaeness 1 680 
Ey Ee Be OE MNEs oi bees iedbds ccc cccsvcssvdsisuseercosoccesoee se 1,680 
Seven hundred and fifty privates, at $6 per Month.......eecee ec eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 54,000 
Extra pay to adjutant and inspector, at De ican ccersonmincnunKabeeees 360 


——— $93,312 
SUBSISTENCE, 


One lieutenant colonel, six rations per day, and six as commandant, twelve rations per day, is 





ee ere eT eee TT Tre Terr ree eer er Tern $876 
One lieutenant colonel, five rations per day, is 1,825, at 20 cents ...........cceceee 365 
One paymaster, four rations per day, is 1,460, at 20 cents .......ccccceccsccccvecs 292 
One quartermaster, four rations per day, is 1,460, at 20 cents..........ccceecccees 292 
Seven captains, three rations per day, is 7,665, at 20 cents........0.eccc0 cececece 1,533 
Twenty-three first lieutenants, four rations per day, is 33,580, at 20 cents.......... 6,716 
Sixteen second lieutenants, three rations per day, is 17,520, at 20 cents............ 3,504 
One surgeon, two rations per day, is 720, at 25 Cents... .ccscccccccccccccccccvece 180 
One surgeon’s mate, two rations per day, is 720, at 20 centsS......cccccccccccecece 146 

——- 13,904 

$107,216 


— —— 


JOS. L. KUHN, Paymaster M. C. 


Herap-Quarters Marine Corrs, Quartermaster’s Office, Washington City, November 1, 1826. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit an estimate of appropriation required for the quartermaster’s 
department of the marine corps, for the year 1827. 

The limits defined by the Commissioners of the Navy for the marine enclosure in the Navy yard at 
Philadelphia, render it necessary, in order tu properly lucate the officers’ quarters, (for which an apropria- 
tion was made last year, ) that the barracks occupied by the men should be removed, and as they are old, 
and the expense of repairing them would be considerable, it was deemed advisable to suspend the build- 
ing of the officers’ quarters until the additional sum of $11,000, in the present estimate, could be obtained 
for the erection of new barracks for the men. 
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Explanatory of the necessity of the appropriation for barracks at New York, I enclose herewith a 
certificate, forwarded to this office by Lieutenant Col. R. Smith, showing the present barracks to be 
untenantable and unworthy of repair. 

I would further state that from personal inspection I agree in opinion with the signers of the certificate. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
E. J. WEED, Quartermaster Marine Corps. 

To Col. A. Henperson, Commandant Marine Corps. 


Martine Barracks, Brooklyn, N. Y., October 12, 1826. 

Sir: In obedience to your request, we have taken 2 survey of the quarters ‘occupied by the troops 
under your command, and have the honor to make the following statement: 

That, on examination of the left wing of the barracks, we find that the dilapidated condition of the 
roof and the rottenness of the timbers render it entirely unfit to be occupied. The condition of the 
roof is such, that, in bad or wet weather, the rain is admitted in many parts; and we find, on inspection 
this day, that the floor of a room occupied by one of the officers is completely overflowed by water, 
admitted through the roof. 

That the rooms occupied by the non-commissioned officers and privates are not in a fit state to live 
in; they all leak, and it is our opinion, it would be dangerous to attempt a repair of the roof, from the 
rottenness of the rafters: besides a repair might be attended with more expense than the buildings are 
worth. 

That one of the barrack rooms is occupied as a hospital, and is entirely unfit for the accommodation 
or comfort of the sick. 

That the room oceupied as the commanding officer’s office is in a very leaky condition, and it appears 
impossible for the clerk to keep the books and papers in a proper state of preservation. 

That the guard room is very bad, and the cells above it so entirely insecure, that the safe keeping of 
the prisoners is rendered doubtful, even with the most constant vigilance. 

That the quarters occupied by the commanding officer, in wet weather are entirely untenantable. 

That, in fact, the money it would require to put the barracks in good repair would be more than the 
buildings in their present condition are worth. 

That the building occupied as a store, for arms, accoutrements and clothing, is a mere shell, and 
admits the rain in almost every part; in consequence, the articles receive much injury from such exposure. 

We are, sir, respectfully, your obedient servants, 
BENJ. MACOMBER, Lieutenant of Marines. 
G. F. LINDSAY, Lieutenant of Marines. 
JOHN F. WALTON, Master Joiner, Navy Yard. 
Colonel Ricuarp Situ, Commanding Marines, New York. 


Estimate for expenditures in the quartermaster’s department of the United States marine corps, for the 
year 1827. 
SUBSISTENCE. 
For 297 non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates and washerwomen, serving on shore, at one ration 
per day each, is 108,405 rations, at 12 cents per ration, iS.....eeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $13,008 60 


CLOTHING. 
For 938 non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, at 30 dollars each. $28,140 00 
ae TOR WUE COts, OE DEES COO iiicn sk 5c vecc ce ceseeceerescceseeoecceees 625 00 


28,765 00 





FUEL, 
For the officers, non-commissionnd officers, musicians, privates and washerwomen, and for 


the public offices and armory...eeeeceee cece ees eeeccece rece reese ereeeeeeeercees 9,098 00 


CONTINGENCIES. 

For traveling expenses for officers, and transportation of men, freight of stores from one 
station to another, toll, ferriage, wharfage and cartage, expenses of recruiting, per 
allowance for attending courts-martial and courts of inquiry, and for officers on 
extra duty, compensation to judge advocates, house rent and chamber money, where 
there are no quarters assigned, incidental labor in the quartermaster’s department, 
expenses for burying deceased persons belonging to the marine corps, printing and 
stationery, postage on public letters, forage, expenses of pursuing deserters, keeping 

in repair the barracks at the different stations, straw for the men, barrack furniture, 
spades, shovels, axes, picks and carpenters’ tools, and for no other purpose what- 
ONO T Ye OR LOD TE TPE TNT ET eT TET OE Me SE 
For sundry expenses arising in the current year, and not hereinbefore men- 


diem 


j is 
EL USTREACL Sc vate eee iotcla rete ora iet abot oleie lalicde ele ele eveleie!eleieleieleleleieseerele: slo lsleusveleie oleae 6 ei 500 00 
—————_ 14, 000 00 
MEDICINES. 
For medicines, hospital stores, «nd instruments for the officers and marines (on shore).... 2,369 71 


BARRACKS. 


For completing the barracks at Philadelphia... ........eceeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $11,000 00 


For erecting new barracks at New York.........eescececcccceecccesecees 30,000 00 
—_—_——_ 41,000 00 





$108,241 31 











E. J. WEED, Quartermaster Marine Corps. 
Heap-Quarters Marine Corrs, Quartermasters Office, Washington City, Nov. 14, 1826. 


LC IRE TE OTTER: NBT ee A it 
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NAMES OF THE OFFICERS AND SEAMEN OF THE KETCH INTREPID, IN THE ATTACK ON 
THE FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA, AT TRIPOLI, IN 1804. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 8, 1826. 
Navy Department, December 6, 1826. 


In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 20th of May last, “ That 
the Secretary of the Navy be directed to report, during the first week of the next session of Congress, 
the number and names of the officers and seamen who were on board the ketch Intrepid, on the sixteenth 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and six, [1804] in the attack made on the frigate Philadelphia, 
and now surviving, so far as the same can be ascertained in his Department; and that he, at the same 
time, report the number and names of the widows of such of said officers and seamen as have deceased; 
and that he state what proportion of the officers and seamen on board of the navy are married, so far as 
the same may be practicable,” the Secretary of the Navy has the honor to report: That there were on 
board the ketch Intrepid, on the 16th of February, 1804, (that being the year in which the attack on the 
frigate Philadelphia was made): 

Fourteen commissioned and warrant officers, twelve petty officers, twenty-eight able seamen, eight 
ordinary seamen, and eight marines: the names of all of whom will be found in paper marked A. 

The remarks in the third column of this paper are not on the original, on file, but are added by the 
Fourth Auditor, from information furnished by his office. It is also proper to state that the name of 
Salvador Catalano does not appear in this list. He was a Sicilian, specially employed as a pilot for this 
service, and, having satisfactorily performed his duty, has been since retained in the public employment, 
and is now acting as sailingmaster at the Navy yard in this city. 

Paper B contains the names of those officers who now survive, as far as the facts are known. 

Paper C contains the names of those who have died, together with such information as the Department 
has been able to procure respecting the names of the widows of such as were married, and the number 
of children left by each. 

Of the seamen and marines on board the Intrepid at the time, the records of this Department furnish 
no other information than is contained in paper A. They were selected from the different ships composing 
the squadron in the Mediterranean, and, on their return from Tripoli, were restored to their respective 
stations in those ships, and have since, doubtless, been scattered in every direction. The surviving 
officers, who then commanded them, can give no satisfactory accounts of their lives or deaths. As they 
were a select crew, in the vigor of life at that period, now twenty-two years ao, it is probable that very 
few, if any, are living. Should Congress make an appropriation for their benefit, the agent appointed to 
attend to its distribution will be able to discover them, by means of advertisements explaining his object, 
if indeed any of them are still living. 

In the paper D will be found so much of the correspondence of the Department, in relation to this 
subject, as is supposed necessary to show the nature of the information on which the facts are stated. 

Respectfully submitted. 


SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


A. 


Treasury Department, Fourth Auditors Office, May 29, 1826. 

Sir: In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 26th instant, enclosing a resolu” 
tion of the House of Representatives, passed on the 20th of this month, I have the honor to transmit to 
you a copy of the original list of the officers, seamen, and marines, who volunteered on board the ketch 
Intrepid, for the destruction of the frigate Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli. I have inserted, in the 
column of remarks, the only additional information called for by the resolution, that is in the possession of 
this office. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. WATKINS. 

Hon. Secretary of the Navy. 

List of officers and seamen who volunteered their services for the destruction of the frigate Philadelphia. 





| | 
| 


Names. | Stations. | Remarks. 





Stephen Decatur, jr........2.seee052.-| Commander .........0+0++++| Dead: left a widow. 
James Lawrence..............+se0+2.| Lieutenant .............+.-.| Dead: left a widow and child. 


Joseph Bainbridge. ..........seeeeeeee! do Loseeseessocsces | Deni: lett acai, 
PN PE ccdacvcntasavdsades sl do ncinbietienicest 

Lewis Heermann...s.........0000006+| SUTBEON ....5.00000000000e0.| At New Orleans, 
Thomas McDonough...............+.+.+, Midshipman ................+, Dead: left children. 
EEE er ne do [EREDAR SORE 

i Cea eC CeOdeOeCeSe. dened! do er re ree 

MN cK biceseccecessaevant do Win neaeea 
ek ces cp euecewees asl do seceececeeceeees| Now Navy Commissioner. 


PP eORASTK GN Oe rsoscasennces! do (eee eeewcusl 
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Names. 


List of officers and seamen—Continued. 


Stations. 


Remarks. 








Thomas OQ. Anderson... 


William Wiley... 


William IHlook........ 


George Crawford..... 


Georred Bown 2... ccascccccsees 
John NEWMAN. <0 s00% se soso 
Paul PrASIC? . + s00000s0s hes 
ied TRPWOT, bis hess casesves 
Nicholas Brown. .........cccece 
eS SS a rr 
DOWATGKGHER:. 64% 6-006 6 008s a 
Mamtiet MHdicett. cise scccccces 
See TE As 6 bo 6 Ka 80 oe ewes 
"JKGY Unies LO) 2 1 ee ree Ree ee 
a 
a a a are 
Richard Onmowd...064 s< 22.000 «eax 
Bambiael JGCKGON . osc sic s cscec cas 
SAG PUBBTOVE 5652 os cece ces 
Joseph Goodwin...cceccceceee- 
John Boyles... csessces Mitctets 
Aepntvis GC. PGs x 6o5 ene cccss 
Charles Berryman. .....-.eceee- 
Danicl Frazier.... RUN recat ee tts 
Wiiitwin Graham... .....ss.200. 
ee re 
TROWONG MB OViC Sidr: cleus cise css ecereits 

RVADTRTL WAR HIMANTTRS oroncteoaosele evereyelareueens 
Joveph Pairhieltd . .05 00600000000 


George Fudge....... 


James Robinson.. 


Matthew Yeates..............- ‘ 
fe 
Andrew Espey.....-ocesecscees 
WHEGM THMD0. 665 cdc cevescass 
ee 
Joseph Numond......+-csceceeee 
Geor~e Murray....cseccccccees 
Babert RGN cis cdc cc ccces 
Wiliam, IKON. .icleeesieraveus.. oes 
Benry Davenport... ss ssccccces 
Joseph -Parker........ dievesont 
JOCK HOPE. ssw sccsvccoccues 
Dern Ora cere his doris we oe 
PSOOU BUTGOR, 2660s ceecesccaes 
Oe er ee 
eo 
Charles Robinson........ccssee. 
William Trippet .........eseee- 
Sohn Joseph. cs ccascces oe 
Michmel VW ieWisss 6s ciacccces 
Marines. 
Solomon Wei. « ce sisieseeencie ee 
Duucan Mansfield. . c.cccces ces 
pe ers 
OM TS 6 GKEKSSS Sve eds 
Pease Camiield....isssscccecwews 
ag 


William Pepper...... 


John 


W olstrandorf 


. 
































Se 
ees ee ee 
awit TEP aiiadicakns waeweven 
eooeee) Quartermaster ......6...006.| 
erecereiere| do eraiehersutreile?< eravenecel 
Sore do Sua eResehORse Oe CURES 
eeeeee! do eebauee ven ess] 
setees! Domntewanre aitte:...ossc. +0 
oreet do ee ee Te 
Se A ee 
verses) Master's WES: cha eeseasaal 
eeeeee| Quartergunner.. ore 
ssleteveral do Stermysie aa cbetefalsvevens 
soceeel do sloiediansteveretereie. eu 
vipkwel do ieee eeeee es 
Coteeet TOMA cacwieercdidedascas 
“a ‘l ere CTT CTT 
coven!  caomiancieaaaetasn ast 
Betecssteue| eT ee ee eee ; 
acelere ets er ee ee ee ee 
nate oaied 0.255 4esaueeeneen-s a 
eres Oe Veeecuageredsneneeal 
eee aea! aT re eee 
iomses | ME ee Tere 
senwaal Me +isinkageebioiesewes 
pedal ee ee eee 
es Sy er oa 
cows LO” 20h Crate Sess, ausue lovers ceder as ousiees | 
Bees Oi ptSsedakeeeetodeeed! 
rere OO she ekeeseosnnseess ct 
scoves! Ship's steward. ...ccessecces 
..-++.| Ordinary seaman........ er 
itieet. ae seuaeeabeens! 
ree do caewaxaone aad 
Saeeversil do sionelaleleneteteve cot 
aCe do Sadat eronenetereeiacell 
eocceo5e do eee eeeees ee 
parable do sev enee ce wee] 
air “etexene do tee eee eee! 
| 
| 
-+-«+.| Sergeant..... aneeeeaneeesl 
| 





Corporal ...... 


PETE i. | See eT eee Ce Te CCT TCT e eS 
Br Kee vans OF. Sarees oieereeue ee 
Or nreC "id aM er OPee SEPT eee ae 
TT Cee Oe kctaecnawxcesaden ss «| 




















The within and foregoing is a 
frigate Philadelphia, in the harbor 


vou. 1——98 k 


correct list of the officers, seamen, &c., that assisted in destroying the 


of Tripoli. 
STEPHEN DECATUR, Jr. 
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B. 


List of officers on board the ketch Intrepid, on the 16th of February, 1804, in the attack on the frigate Phila- 
delphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, who are living in December, 1826. 


Lewis Heermann, surgeon; Charles Morris, midshipman; Thomas QO. Anderson; all married. 





C. 


List of officers on board the ketch Intrepid, on the 16th of February, 1804, in the attack on the frigate Phila- 
delphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, who have since died, with the names of the widows of such as were 


married, and the number of children if by each. 


Name of widow. | Number of children. 





| 
Name of officer. Rank. | 
—|— 


Lieut. commanding ..| Susan Decatur........./ None. 
Lieutenant .........) Julia M. Lawrence.....; One daughter. 
Lieutenant .. | BONS si.ccdsssdoascees «| Otee Maugiiter. 
Licutenant . eevee) OVED MATTIOR 2.000% 000! 


Jonathan Thorn..... Soe 
Thomas McDonough ..| Midshipman . MONG oases +++e......| Five (4 sons and 1 daughter.) 


Ralph Izard*.........) Midshipman . Widow alive; name not | 
known.............. Four (1 sonand 3 daughters.) 


Not married and bel ieved | 
toe Mead «..uc.%<0%% 
Not known ...00.00+...| None. 


Stephen Decatur, jr. 
James Lawrence..... 
Joseph Bainbridge... 


Midshipman . 


Sonn Rowe. <0. 2.0.0. 


Alexander Laws......) Midshipman . 








D. 
Navy Departuent, May 26, 1826. 

Sir: You will be pleased to furnish a copy of the original list of officers and men on board the ketch 
Intrepid, at the burning of the frigate Philadelphia. 

I have also to request any other information in your office which will enable me to answer the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, copy of which is enclosed. 

I am, respectfully, &c., SAMWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Tostas Watkins, Esq., Fourth Auditor of the Treasury. 

Navy Departuent, May 26, 1826. 

Sir: I enclose a copy of a resolution of the House of Representatives, directing the Secretary of the 
Navy to furnish certain information respecting the officers and men who were on board the ketch Intrepid 
at the destruction of the frigate Philadelphia. 

Your participation in that brilliant achievement, and consequent acquaintance with the persons who 
were engaged in it, may enable you to communicate facts not within the knowledge of the Departinent ; 
and I therefore have to request the favor of you to furnish any information that may “be useful in preparing 
an answer to the resolution. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 

Cuar_es Morris, Esq., isaanheebeiee of the Navy. 

Tuomas QO. Anperson, Esq., Newtown, N. J. 

Dr. Lewis Heermann, Surgeon U. S. Navy, New Orleans. 


Navy Department, May 30, 1826. 
Sir: By a resolution of Congress, passed during the recent session, I am directed to communicate all 
the information I can obtain respecting the families of those persons who were on board the ketch Intrepid 


at the destruction of the frigate Philadelphia. 
Among’ the officers engaged in that brilliant achievement was Ralph Izard, a native of South Carolina, 


who served as a midshipman. I have to request that you will endeavor to ascertain from his relatives, 
or any one else, the name of his widow, and the names and number of his children, should any of them 
still survive. 
I am, respectfully, &c., 
SAWL. L. SOUTHARD. 
Captain Joun D. Wentey, Commanding Naval Officer, Charleston, S. C. 
Navy Department, May 30, 1826. 
Sir: Being called upon by a resolution of Congress to communicate, at the next session, certain 
information respecting the families of those persons who were on board the ketch Intrepid at the 
destruction of the frigate Philadelphia, I have to request the favor of you to state the number and names 
of the orphan children of the late Commodore Thomas McDonough, who was a midshipman in that expe- 
dition. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
Rev. Epwarp Rutieper, Middletown, Connecticut. 








* R. Izard was rated as master’s mate on board the frigate Constitution.’ 
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Wasuineton, May 29, 1826. 


Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th instant, covering a 
resolution of the House of Representatives, requesting certain information relative to the persons who 
were on board the ketch Intrepid, at the destruction of the frigate Philadelphia. 

A list of the names of the officers and others engaged in that enterprise is on file in the office of the 
Fourth Auditor. 

What number of the seamen and marines are alive at this time I have no means of ascertaining, but 
presume there are but few, some years having elapsed since I met with any of them; nor can 1 communi- 
cate any information of the names or number of their widows. 

The commander, then Lieutenant Decatur, and the Lieutenants Lawrence, Bainbridge, and Thorn, 
are all dead. The surgeon, Dr. Heermana, is still living. Of the midshipmen, Izard, McDonorgh, and 
Davis are deceased. I believe Rowe to be dead, and Laws to be living, but am not certain. Anderson 
and myself still survive. The pilot is also still living. 

Commodore Decatur left a widow; Captain Lawrence a widow and one daughter; Captain Bainbridge 
an orphan daughter; Captain McDonough left several orphan children, and Lieutenant Izard a widow, and 
several children by a former wife. 

With much respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


; C. MORRIS. 
fon. Saw’t L. Soutnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 


Cuareston, S. C., June 13, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date of the 30th ultimo. In 
reply I have to say, that | have endeavored to ascertain correctly the number of children left by Mr. 
Ralph Izard, and find, by information received from Mr. John Middleton, brother to Mr. Izard’s first wife, 
that there are four now living. Their names are as follows: 

Ann Middleton Izard, Alice Delancey Izard, Charlotte Georgiana Izard, Ralph Delancey Izard. 

Mr. Izard afterwards married the daughter of the late General Charles Cotesworth Pinckney; by her 
he had no children. The children now reside in Philadelphia, with their grandmother, Mrs. Izard. His 
widow left here some time since for the north. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. D. HENLEY. 
Hon. Sas’i LL. Sovrnarn, Secretary of the Navy. 


New Orteans, September 10, 1826. 


Str: In compliance with your order of 26th May, covering a copy of a resolution of the House of 
tepresentatives, requesting information of the officers and men who were on board the ketch Intrepid, 
at the destruction of the frigate Philadelphia, &c., I offer a mere skeleton, as the only remains of the 
body of information once in my possession. 

The lapse of two and twenty years, capable of weakening more durable impressions than those 
generally made by the names and personal identities of a ship’s crew, will excuse, I trust, the very 
imperfect and perhaps unsatisfactory report I have rendered. As a possible source, however, of more 
extensive information on the subject, I beg leave to point out to the Department, Mr. Boyd,* who is a 
brother, I am informed, to Joseph Boyd, then the purser’s steward on board. Commodore Morris, also 
on board, and a midshipman, at the time, of the Constitution, may be able to give information in respect 
to the junior officers of his class, and of circumstances and facts not known to me, or no longer within 
the reach of my recollection. 

The reminiscences connected with the expedition, in detail, I believe to be in substance correct and 
true, and are respectfully placed at the disposal of the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, in further- 
ance of any information that might be useful, and not in the possession of the Department. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and high consideration, 
Sir, your very obedient servant, 
LEWIS HEERMANN. 

The Hon. Saw’, L. Souruarp, Secretary U.S. Navy, Washington. 


Srratrorp, Connecticut, June 18, 1826. 


Sir: In compliance with your request, I transmit you the names of the children of the late Captain 
Thomas McDonough. 

J. Edward F, McDonough, aged 10 years; Charles Shaler McDonough, aged 8 years; Augustus 
Rodney McDonough, aged 6 years; Thomas McDonough, aged 4 years, and Charlotte Rosella McDonough, 
aged 1 year. 

Any further information necessary, I shall be happy to communicate. 

With very great respect, I remain, your obedient servant, 


EDWARD RUTLEDGE, Legal Guardian to said Orphans. 


Hon. Saw L. Sournarp, Secretary of the Navy. 








* Auctioneer at Norfolk, Va. 
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191m Coneress. | No. 521. [2p Session. 





. 


ON CLAIM OF A NAVY PENSIONER TO A PENSION FROM THE NAVY PENSION FUND, 
FROM DATE OF HIS DISABILITY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 27, 1826, 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred, on the 18th December, 1826, the 
petition of William Thompson, reported; 


That the petitioner was, by an act of the last session of Congress, placed on the pension list of the 
navy pension fund, in consequence of a disability incurred from wounds while he was engaged on 
board the revenue cutter Louisiana; that by the construction given to that act at the Navy Department, 
the pension of the petitioner is construed to commence from the date of the passage of the law for his 
relief. He now prays that a law may be passed granting him his pension, to commence from the time of 
his disability. The committee are of opinion that the construction which has been put on the act of the 
last session is correct, and that it would be inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioner. They 
therefore recommend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition and papers. 


9 re] 
19rH Coneress. | No. 322. [2p Sraston, 


NAVAL REGISTER FOR 1827. 
COMMUNICATED TU THE SENATE JANUARY 3, 1827. 
Navy Departuent, December 30, 1826. 

Str: I have the honor herewith to transmit to you, for the use of the members of the Senate, fifty 
copies of the Naval Register for the year 1827, prepared in obedience to a resolution of Congress, passcd 
on the 13th day of December, 1815. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
SAWL L. SOUTHARD. 
To the Prestpentr of the Senate of the United States. 


Naval register for 1827. 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


Names. Duty. Place of birth. Salary. 


Samuel L. Southard ....cccecccccccecccccccevecesece seesees SCCTCHATY seececccsccceceeeees NOW JOTSCYsececececeee $6,000 


SHANIGE BAIR si000se 5s oss oes awd ncwaenwcces son's c5e 00005000) ONICL CICTK. <00 00000000008 sees] WIGIMIR 202000 beo ees 2,000 
JOHN Boyle cc .ceccceescccccccccescvceccsscesccccesesesecs Corresponding clerk.......++++) Ireland ...+++ weeeee vee 1,600 
3enjamin Homans ......- Pe ee secccccccs Corresponding clerk..... eeeees Massachusetts..eeseece- 1,400 
Richard B. Maury.........-- pibaeeserwe bene Lees eeiowss snes Register ...... pSunebesseseees Virginia ....... Swaewes 1,400 
William Cottringer ....... pose ries e eee eee ocscvcces cocece eoee| Warrant clerk......+-.eeeeee+; Pennsylvanja.....--.+++; 1,000 
Thomas Fillebrown, jr..-+..sseccceccccccceccscccesccsesceces| Recording and copying clerk...,; Maine ....+...+.e0- paws 1,000 
Thomas Miller ......eeesceeccceees tcereceececseecesceeeeeee Recording and copying clerk...) Virginia ....+esseeseees 800 
MataMUCRtDn EC Gubk bebe shoe bie eke sus oe scun eoeosras Seuecbon es | Messenger ......0.eeeeeeceee+| Massachusetts ...00s00e 700 
Frederick ei aicncaesenicanbeecnibins abbhaamenbiat Assistant messenger...+...++-., Maryland (wiviehaneaey | 350 


OFFICE OF THE NAVY COMMISSIONERS. 


William Bainbridge, president ...+..+.eeceesceecceceeeceeeces Commissioner sseeeseesreeceee) New Jersey seeeseeeecee| $3,500 


hierdes MOTs occ.cs00 0000 0000 0000000s oosce 200 500s eces ces Commissioner ......++eseecees Connecticut ++++seeeeeee! 3,500 
Lewis Warrington .....2s+eeeeeee pkbbueeonbes coesnaedureees Commissioner ...+++ eevee sousd| WRN acitvcssecsens.] 8,000 
C. W. Goldsborough 1.2 ececsceccss cece cscs sovcccsees seeeee) Secretary ..sseeeeeeeeeseeee+| Maryland Lreineanweneal 2,000 
William G. Ridgely. .ceeee sseeeeeeecee es DeRe RE GEesGbisaewer | Chief clerk.....ss+eeeeseeeees) Maryland Freee cee neces 1,600 
John Green ....ecccccceseeee eee eer Saber aeee hess ouseasee coee] Clerk. sce secs cececccecccceces| Maryland ...ceeseoeeee) 1,150 
Joseph P. M’Corkle «eee. ceeeee ceeeee ceceet ceeeee cece ceenee Clk s0essabsenws cocccccccce! DOlAWATE cove cece scsces | 1,000 
James Hutton.... cece cscccceseecsoce o coeeee ST CC BU oe SOE eee ee Pennsylvania ..... ery, 1,000 
Robert A. eth ned cicnhitancvnssnarcerivsnresosoesnecsnsl Clerk. .0+.ccecccccccccccceeee| Maryland ane 1,000 
BARE on acinisone aces sores cnsves ntendd onevsereseee] CU ess sanesccvesvssaneessoe] WEG. crressenersess| 800 
C. Schwarz oeesseeesesccccccece dhe pibad caved isdn cd ea areennawice Germany .......ee+e++| 1,000 

Messenger ..-+++eeeeeeeeeeee+| Maryland pieueeseek 700 


Benjamin G. Bowen ..-+++ +++ eee e et reece erence eens ceeees 
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Naval register for 1827—Continued. 
VESSELS OF WAR OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 
-_— = a ——e j - sos _ — - — ji 
| 2 | 
Name. | Rate. Where built. | = | Where employed. 
= | 
| 
-_— Ze —— ie tks iP te ae ghee? are Te 





ae : e | 
Ships of the line—7. Guns. | 


Independence..........| 74 | Boston ..........) 1814...{ In ordinary, at Boston. 

PPR ccccesacceeee! FA Philadelphia .....| 1815...) In ordinary, at New York. 
Washington .........../ 74 | Portsmouth, N. H..) 1816...) In ordinary, at New York. 
Columbus .............| 74 | Washington....../ 1819...| In ordinary, at Boston. 

Qhid. ..csccccsssecese.| T4 | New York........| 1820...) In ordinary, at New York. 

North Carolina.........; 74 Philadelphia .....) 1820...) In the Mediterranean. 
Delaware......eeeee6-- 74 | Gosport, Va.......) 1820...! In ordinary, at Gosport, Virginia. 


Frigates, Ist class—6. 
United States..........) 44 | Philadelphia . 1797...) In the Pacific. 
Constitution...........| 44 Boston ..........| L797...| In the Mediterranean. 
Guerricre ......2.+..... 44 | Philadelphia . . 1814...) In ordinary, at Norfolk. 
DOPE side edasssdectiiacs] “44 Jaltimore ........) 1814...) In ordinary, at Boston. 


. 
. . 
. . 
. . 
° 


POMMMNE 5 cecvcevicsce.| 44 Washington ......) 1821...) In ordinary, at Washington. 
Brandywine ...........| 44 Washington......) 1825...| In the Paciiic. 


Frigates, 2d class—4. 


Congress..............| 36 | Portsmouth, N. H..; 1799...) Repairing at Washington. 
Constellation ..........| 36 Baltimore ........) 1797...) In the West Indies, &e. 


Captured ........) 1812...) On the coast of Brazil. 


Macedonian ...........) 36 
Used as a receiving ship at New York. 


Fulton, steam .........| 30 DOW POE ncsecaa| TERS... 


Corvettes—2. 
John Agdamss..s6..6..| 24 Charleston, 8. C...| 1799... 
Cyane ..ccccsesees....| 24 | Captured .. 1815... 


In the West Indies, &c. 
On the coast of Brazil. 








Sloops-of-war—8. | 
SOONG cs sietescsccsse| 36 | Battinore .. 1803...| In the West Indies, &e. 
kee seiesedetessccs ES Baltimore ........) 1813...{ In ordinary, at New York. 
PN cc ckbesicissese| 2B Baltimore ........) 1813...) In the Mediterranean. 
POOR Lwkeesssaccses| 88 New York........| 1813.../ In the Pacific. 


DP ecsiactwtsvesenet 86 Boston .....+....) 1825...) On the coast of Brazil. 
POR cicixcscosce| 1 NOW Tork. o6665-.) 183...) 

WimNCEUNES s.Lcscess.s.| 18 Vew York........{ 1826...| In the Pacific. 
ME. caxeceseesensi 38 Goston ........e-) 1826...) In the Mediterranean. 


Schooners, &c.—7. 
DOIPHIN 222 ccccssecess 
Grampus .....+ecccee. 
POPPOISS 2.66 s5ss00050 


Philadelphia ......! 1821...) In the Pacifie. 
Washington . 1821... In the West Indies, &e. 

| Portsmouth, N. 1820...) In the Mediterranean. 
EEE 6644440 400560% «% | Washington ....../ 1821.../ In the West Indies, &c. 
POR ce k cere seer sieves | Purchased .......) 1823...) Used as a receiving ship at Baltimore. 
Alert, store ship..............| Captured ........) 1812...) Used as a receiving ship at Norfolk. 
Sea Gull, galliot .......|..... .| Purchased. .......) 1823...) Used as a receiving ship at Philadelphia. 
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Recapitulation. 





’ 


tank. 


vice. 


ical el Si ag Selle ae te OL 


Number in ser- 
Pay per month. 
Rations pr day. 





NN ie CaN Nh dA RANE N SAOREGEKE RATS See RRR RRO RS 31 $100 | 
Captains of vessels above twenty and under thirty-two @uUnS ......0.. cece ee eee eeeee 15 
Ee ee gee ee ee ae ee ee ee 29 60 
EACMPCROUAS COMMMIBIEING osc ic cede Cnevencccsesess caweesecserressvocleccecoes 50 
| 228 40 
| 40 50 
LL 40) 30 


43 40 


LENSE SGT SBS oer os rset atr are Oar eM eect at en 





SEAS ae Ka R CANE ERNE RNAV ENDEHEDC DEO ORO RR KE RETO OOe ee 9 40 | 
ee ee ee ee eee ee eee eee ee eee ee ee eee | 3874 19 | 
Sailingmasters .......cccee ec ce cece ee ece sere eee csceeseeccseseseccseesl 36 40 |} 


| 5 20 


LELOLEN Lei hE LEE ee CHO) CREOLE GLO CRETO LER TRORCRE CE OR CCR aE TEC a nr ae era tr a eee ear 


Gr INE NT Sree ar oti ex cua terre teal cance aia lsita ave loirs wei ove us save ehereley avers lorptemadatoraeeuaoeters vase 
Carpenters... ceeeeeecceeeceecenereneeeneeens ene eeen eens eneeeeeeeee! ll 20 
SEO ee ee re rT eee ee Te eee ee eee Tee eT ee ee re ee ee 9 20 


25 


PRUE SENT RSet eeO NN eS (5) 56 So shes vais ROS a IR TELe. SRE ee iS AOS AS waloe Seeds 2 


Captains’ clerks ...... ee ee rE ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 25 | 
a i OAT KR RR SOARES SOS KENERSESERSSR OC Ele oo eOe SS 20 | 
ee ne Te ee ee ee er ee ee Pee ee ee 19 | 
LL LE I OOO EEE ET ETE Te PTET eT ToT eee TT Pe eee ee 19 | 
CE RG ee ene eee ey eee eT Pee ee ee ee Te ee ee ee Pee ee 18 
Ee ee Te Pe ee eee Tee ee ee eee ee rere 18 
QuarterMasters .... cece esccececcceee severe verencrcsccreeesssecsecsselesecsens 18 
ES ee TO Pe ee ee ee ee ae ee ee ee ee Pee 18 
EES Oe an eae ee eee eee ee es ee 18 
ek Rl BN ok ETE Gd Rade ERRORS SENS ONSSRR EDO Rede seca eden’ 18 





fet fed feed reed fret fret peek free free ed ped ed HO DO DO HO HO HO MH bO bO bO bhO CO H ENG OO 


Dw wo 


Ooi) RA SS CER CROCCO CURR RPC STE arta aa 


Marine corps: 
eee ee ee ee 


1 75 
9 40 
I ed hie ks Nw ends Cw Re Kae Reh OOO GWE OO 24 30 
ee tne ear al Wg wed ine a eRe awed b Mo oak oe 16 25 


LO eer eT Tr ret rT ey Tet Te eee eee ee eee Le eT eee Te Te eee eee 














fi 
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Nore.—Whenever any officer shall be employed in the command of a squadron on separate service, 
the allowance of rations shall be double during the continuance of such command, and no longer. 

The commandant of the marine corps receives, in addition to his pay, for the forage of three horses, 
eight dollars per month each. The adjutant, quartermaster, and paymaster, thirty dollars per month extra. 





Supplement. 


Since the register was put to press, the following midshipmen have been examined and found quali- 
fied for promotion, viz: 

Theodorus Bailey, jr., Samuel Barron, George S. Blake, Thomas M’K. Buchanan, Samuel B. Cooke, 
Henry Eagle, jr., Alexander G. Gordon, Stern Humphreys, George Izard, jr., Zach. F. Johnston, Robert 
W. Jones, Andrew K. Long, John Marshall, A. M. Mull, R. R. Pinkham, T. O. Selfridge, A. G. Slaughter, 
G. J. Van Brunt, John W. West. 

Nore.—There are several midshipmen of the same date of warrant as the above-named, whose absence 
from the United States has deprived them of the opportunity of examination at this time. 
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No. 323. 


[2p Srssron: 


19rH Coneress. ] 





ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF AN ANNUAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE GRADUAL INCREASE 
OF THE NAVY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 5, 1827. 


Mr. Srorrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who were instructed by a resolution of the House, on 
the 19th day of December last, to inquire into the expediency of passing an act to appropriate annu- 
ally the sum of 500,000 dollars to the gradual increase of the navy, from and after the first day of 
January, 1827, reported: 


That they have considered the subject referred to them by the said resolution, and that it is, in their 
opinion, expedient to continue the appropriation of that sum annually for the period of six years, for the 
purpose of completing the ships already authorized to be built, and for providing timber and other mate- 
rials for the use of the navy, and they have directed a bill for that purpose to be reported to the House. 





19rH Coneress. ] No. 824. [2p Sesston. 








ON PAYMENT OF PRIZE MONEY TO THOMAS DOUTY, WHO WAS AN ARTILLERYMAN ON 
BOARD THE FRIGATE MACEDONIAN IN 1815. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 9, 1827. 


Mr. Storrs, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred, by a resolution of the House of 
the 27th of December last, the expediency of directing the Secretary of the Navy to pay unto Thomas 
Douty the sum of $19.91, for his share of prize money while engaged as an artilleryman on board 
the frigate Macedonian, in the year 1815, reported: 

That by the papers accompanying the report it appears that the amount of $19.91 is due to the said 

Thomas Douty for such prize money, and therefore direct a bill for paying the same to be reported to the 

House. 





7 
19tH Coneress. ] No. 325. [2n Session. 


EXAMINATION OF SITES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DRY DOCK FOR THE NAVY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 10, 1827. 


Wasuincton, January 10, 1827. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to both Houses of Congress a report from the Secretary of the Navy, together with that 
of the engineer by whom, conformably to a joint resolution of the two Houses, of the twenty-second of 
May last, an examination and survey have been made of a site for a dry dock at the Navy yard at Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, Charlestown, Massachusetts, Brooklyn, New York, and Gosport, Virginia. 

JOUN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Navy Departuent, January 10, 1827. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit two copies of the report of Loammi Baldwin, Esq., made in com- 
pliance with the joint resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives, of the 22d May last, “that 
the President of the United States cause an examination and accurate survey to be made, by a skillful 
engineer, of a site for a dry dock at the Navy yard at Portsmouth, N. H., Charlestown, Mass., Brooklyn, 
N. Y., and Gosport, Va., and that such engineer be required to state the dimensions necessary fur such 
docks, the advantages of each of the above-named places for such establishment, the objections that 
apply to either, with a detailed estimate of the expense of a suitable site, and of constructing a dock at 
each of said places. 

Mr. Baldwin was appointed to execute this work; and it is believed his report will amply justify the 
selection which was made, and will afford the information, sought by the resolution, in a very satisfactory 
manner. 

__ It establishes the practicability of building a dock at each of the places named; and at so small a 
difference in the expense, as to leave the question of location free to be decided by other and more 
general considerations. 

Mr. Baldwin has confined his inquiries and report, as it was probably intended that he should, to the 
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“advantages of” and “objections which apply to”? the several places, so far as the practical building of 
the dock is concerned, without considering the causes and arguments which prove the necessity of having 
docks at the navy yard, or the propriety of placing them at one naval station in preference to another. 

With a view to supply this omission, | beg leave to refer to the reports of the several boards of 
naval officers and engineers who were appointed to examine the coasts, &c., in the years 1817 and 1818; 
also, to two reports from this Department; one made on the 38d March, 1825, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate, of the 25th May, 1824, the other on the 30th March, 1826, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, of the 18th March, 1826. 

It is believed that these documents sufficiently establish the economy and necessity of docks; and 
also that the best position for one is at Charlestown, if it be determined that only one shall be built. 
If more than one be authorized, then that they should be placed in the following order: Charlestown, 
Gosport, Brooklyn, Portsmouth. 

All these places have common and important advantages; the principal reason of preferring them, in 
the order stated, is, because they would rank in that way for convenience and usefulness in time of war. 

It is, however, respectfully suggested, that as a dock at each of the places named can be progressing 
at the same time; as they will require several years to complete them; as it will be very expensive and 
inconvenient to remove all our vessels to any one; and as at least three will be indispensable hereafter, 
the best interests of the naval service require that number to be now commenced. 

The appropriation for the three need not embrace the whole amount of their cost, as estimated by 
Mr. Baldwin. One hundred thousand dollars for each one authorized would be sufficient for the present; 
even that sum, it is probable, would not be all expended within the year, but when such works are com- 
menced, it is absolutely necessary that they be prosecuted with great vigor until they are entirely 
completed. They are not like fortifications and other erections on land, which may sometimes be 
temporarily suspended without serious inconvenience; but being near to, and under the water, they are 
subject both to great expense in keeping them in a fit state to progress with the work, and to great risk 
and injury if suspended or neglected. The appropriation should therefore be to an amount which will 
insure against suspension or delay. 

To accomplish this object, it is respectfully recommended that the sum of $100,000 be appropriated 
for each dock, with authority to build three. 

The drawings made by Mr. Baldwin are sent to you, as they are necessary to a proper understanding 
of his report. It has been impossible to have them copied for each House, and it is therefore requested 
that they may be returned to the Department, after they shall have been used by Congress. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
The Presipent of the United States. 





Boston, December 28, 1826, 

Sir: I have the honor of presenting the result of examinations and surveys made under your instruc- 
tions, pursuant to a resolve of Congress, passed May 22d, 1826, which directs an examination and accurate 
survey to be made by an engineer ‘of a site for a dry dock, at the Navy yard at Portsmouth, N, H., 
Charlestown, Mass., Brooklyn, New York, and Gosport, Virginia; and that such engineer be required to 
state the dimensions necessary for such establishment, the objections that apply to either, with a detailed 
estimate of the expense of a suitable site, and of constructing a dock at each of said places.” 

Upon the receipt of your letter, of July 26th, I made the earliest possible arrangements for leaving 
Salem, to commence the services pointed out in the resolve, agreeably to your request; and, on the 18th 
of August last, I went to Portsmouth, to begin the surveys and examinations there. I next proceeded 
tu New York, and, last, to Gosport, and have been constantly occupied, since August, on the duties 
assigned me under the resolve. I have made no new survey of the Charlestown Navy yard, principally 
for want of time, and for reasons which will be given hereafter. With this report you will receive the 
drawings and plans which have been prepared, as follows: 


No. 1, Plan of the Navy yard at Portsmouth, N. H. 

No. 2. Plan of the Navy yard at Brooklyn, N. Y. 

No. 3. Plan of the Navy yard at Gosport, Virginia, 

No. 4. Plan of part of the Navy yard at Charlestown, Mass. 
No. 5. Plan of a dry dock, 


“ RY ‘ . 
No. 6. Plan of the gates for a dry dock. 


With these plans before you, and the following observations and details, ‘I hope to give a clear and 
intelligible view of the two principal objects which seem to have been contemplated by the resolve, viz: 
a proper site, in each yard, for a dry dock, and an estimate of the cost of building one. In order to this, 
I shall proceed to give a general topographical account of each yard, with the character of the soil; to 
point out what appears the most eligible site in each; and next, in reference to the expense and conve- 
nience, show the advantages of the one selected. It has appeared to me important, in planning and 
locating an expensive and permanent structure like a dock, and which must have a direct and powerful 
influence upon the economical arrangements of a navy yard, that the three different departments of 
building, of fitting out and arming, and of repairing ships, should be kept separate. Accordingly, it has 
been a leading motive to place the dock so as to secure the advantages of this arrangement, both to 
avoid confusion among the various branches of work and workmen, and, at the same time, to give, where 
it is admissible, a gradual extension of the yard. This has not been done, however, without due regard 
to the cost of a dock. 


PORTSMOUTH YARD, 

Upon the plan is represented the whole island on which the yard is established, with part of Jenkins’ 
Island to the south, and the channel between them, All the houses, shops, and other buildings are 
represented on accurate scales, from careful surveys, together with the depth of water below ordinary 
high tide, along where the examinations were made. The whole island appears to be composed of a 
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loose stratified rock, covered with a thin coat of soil, but of variable thickness. Most of the channel 
between the islands has a rock bottom, and it projects to the edge of the water, along the shore, from 
the blacksmith’s shop round to the office. The whole channel was sounded from the end of the wharf, at 
the ship house, to the lower end, nearly in front of the marine barracks. The soundings were taken every 
thirty feet, at the crossing of the two sets of parallel lines, drawn at right angles. Some of these are 
marked on the plan in feet and inches, which, in this and all other cases, where not otherwise indicated, 
were taken from the level of ordinary high water. Similar soundings, at the crossings of lines at right 
angles with each other, every thirty fect, were obtained in the cove between the ship house No. 2 and the 
office. A few of these only are noted on the drawing, and the bottom, like the steep, high shore which 
surrounds it, is rock. 

Four places were examined as sites for a dock. The first is shown on the plan at B, east of the 
ship house No. 1, and the foundation would be on rock, partly in the channel and partly in the upland 
towards the ship house. On one corner of the drawing is shown the result of soundings and borings on 
these lines, as marked on the plan. One line begins at the corner of the wharf, and extends up to the 
saw-pit shed, three hundred and fifty feet, and the borings were made at every fifty feet. Two other 
lines, parallel with this, and east of it, one at fifty, the other at one hundred feet distance, were laid off 
and sounded, like the first; the result of all which is on the profiles. A great difficulty in building here 
would be that of securing a coffer dam, where it must be established in very deep water, having soft, 
muddy bottom, or on rock where the water is more shallow. The expense of the excavation, too, would 
be great. But the principal objection is the remote and retired part of the yard. It would have the 
water of the channel on one side and the ship house on the other. The approach to the lower end would 
be inconvenient below the ship house, and, at the head, still more inconvenient, on account of the high, 
rocky land which rises fast from the point at A, unless great expense is incurred for removing the hill. 
Another unfavorable circumstance is the strong current round the wharf, where the entrance to the dock 
would be, and it would be increased, probably, rather than diminished, by the dock. The current here, 
and the current and eddies along this side of the island, would render the docking a ship, in any place, 
sometimes inconvenient, but, in this situation, the embarassment would, at times, be very great, unless 
at the moment of slack water. Trials were also made in the ship house No. 1, on two lines, fifty feet 
apart, each twenty-five feet from the keel of the ship. Here the surface of the ground rises pretty 
gradually, and nearly in the same slope as the keel, being, at the lower end of the house, about two feet, 
and at the upper thirteen, above high water. The soil is loam and loose sand, having a variable thick- 
ness of from four to eight feet, on the same kind of loose rock, or ledge, which is found in other parts of 
the island. It may, in some cases, be seen between the platform timbers under the keel. The average 
surface of the rock is about three or four feet above level, and would require an excavation for a dock of 
more than thirty feet depth. The loss of the ship house, the expense of the excavation, the clearing 
away and removing the rock and earth at the head of the dock, forbid the selection of this site. 

At the cove, between the ship house No, 2 and the office, a dock might be built, but with difficulty. 
The distance from the point of the wharf, below the landing, crossing the mouth of the cove, to the point 
of rock by the shiphouse, is about three hundred and fifty feet. Soundings were from eleven to forty- 
seven feet on this base line, at three feet distance. Parallel with this line, and outside of it, two other 
lines of sounding’s, like the first, and at similar distances, gave depths from sixteen to fifty-seven feet. 
On the inside the whole was examined in like manner, and the bottom almost always rock, with a foot or 
two of mud or soft sand. From the first or base line to the head of the cove is about one hundred and 
fifty feet, where the rocky shore rises steep, so that, at one hundred feet further, the surface of the rock 
is twenty-five or thirty feet above high tide. It would be difficult to construct a coffer dam across this 
cove, as the bottom is rock, and for a distance of two hundred and fifty feet the average depth of water 
is thirty-four feet. The head of the dock must be pashed into rock, where great expense would be 
incurred for excavation, and a strong current would set across the mouth of the dock here. 

The fourth place examined is that behind the office in the timber dock. This situation is marked on 
the plan at A, and the depth of water given, not only where the borings were made, but also at many 
points beyond the proposed site. All the figures denote depth of water only, where no character of soil 
is given. The office and timber shed both stand on a solid mass of the ledge, which seems more compact 
than elsewhere. It slopes off very steep behind the office, anddips into clay, which forms the bottom of the 
timber dock. Outside the dock fence, trials were made also, and the clay found in some places, though 
mud and sand were the prevailing substances bronght up. Within the dock, and on one of the lines, the 
boring was 8, 10, and even more, through a stratum of compact, firm clay. But the rock would be found 
before reaching the necessary depth for the dock, and, of course, piling would be dispensed with. 

As the bottom consists of soil favorable for the footing of a coffer dam, this circumstance renders it 
preferable to the other places. The ground to the eastward, in the direction of the commandant’s house, 
and to the northeast, rises gradually from the shore of this shallow basin in a favorable manner for the 
erection of warehouses and other buildings connected with the repairing of ships, and will give an easy 
approach to the dock from that quarter. On the south side, the office may remain, the old lumber house 
adjoining be removed, and the rock leveled down, to render the passage to the dock convenient there. 
The position and character of this basin offer great facilities for constructing a good timber dock, parallel 
with and at a convenient distance from the dry dock, For this purpose the timber basin would be walled 
in, sunk to a sufficient depth to have two or three feet of water at low tide, and the entrance, which need 
not be wide, furnished with gates and counter gates, so as to retain or exclude the tide at pleasure. 
From this basin a communication should be opened to the dry dock by a culvert, so that the water of 
the latter, when full, may flow into the former when the tide has been excluded. The operation would 
be this: on the ebb tide, previous to the high water on which a ship is to be docked, the water should be 
allowed to flow out to level of low tide, the gates closed, and the flood excluded. The consequence 
would be, that, when the ship is docked at high water, the timber basin would be empty; and, as the 
tides rise from eight to ten feet, four or five feet of the water in the dry dock might be discharged in a few 
minutes into the timber basin, and the process of pumping and shoring greatly facilitated. Similar 
arrangements might be made at Charlestown, where the rise and fall of the tides is nearly the same as at 
Portsmouth, in both which places this plan would be highly useful to the public service; and, although I 
have made no particular examination of the ground, nor investigated the expense, the adoption of it, in 
relation to the general improvement of the navy yards, is wortliy the attention of government. At New 
York and Gosport, where the range of tides is much smaller than here, being at the former about four 
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and a half feet, and at Norfolk three feet, and the ground not so favorable for the work, perhaps the 
advantages would not balance the inconvenience and increased expense. 


CHARLESTOWN NAVY YARD, 

Having, in the fall of 1824, examined this yard, and communicated the result, together with a plan of 
part of it, | omitted to make any new surveys here, until ] should have made those at New York and 
Gosport. This I did, because I was apprehensive that sufficient time would not be allowed for perform- 
ing all the services pointed out in the resolve, in season for Congress, and, in case that should be the 
case, new surveys at Charlestown could better be dispensed with than at the other yards. I have been 
therefore obliged to make use of the indulgence given in your letter of July 26th, wherein you left it 
discretionary with myself to judge whether new surveys were required; and, for want of time to make 
new surveys, &c., | now submit a copy of my former plan, on which is marked a modification only of 
the coffer dam formerly proposed. 

The site for a dock is the same as that originally recommended, and, for a description of the soil, &c., 
I beg leave to refer to my former report. This position is near the warehouses, sufficiently distant from 
the old ship house, and has, on the north side, favorable ground for the foundation of a timber dock, and 
discharging basin, like that proposed at Portsmouth. The soil lies in irregular strata, consisting of 
sand, gravel, and clay. Some rocks were reached by the auger, and stopped it. They are probably 
insulated, and will be no injury to the work, and show the firm nature of the foundation. Sand is found 
at six feet depth in a trial pit dug near the battery, as represented on the plan of the yard. Gravel was 
dug through six feet, and the auger descended four feet in the sand, which fell in and choked it, so as to 
stop all further progress. The two old wells in the yard, shown on the plan, are thirteen feet deep, three 
or four feet towards the bottom being sand, and all above gravel. Water stands in the east well 
at five and a half feet depth, and in the west well three and a half feet deep. The bottoms of the wells 
are twenty-one feet above the floor of the dock, or about twenty-seven feet above the bottom of the 
necessary excavation, From the result of the other trials, there is no doubt this stratum of sand 
descends to low water mark, or a little lower, and that it would be passed in digging for the foundation. 
Although, in the place proposed, firm sand or gravel would probably be found for the floor to rest upon, 
yet, as it would undoubtedly be in irregular beds, piling must be used. 


BROOKLYN NAVY YARD, NEW YORK. 

On the plan of this yard are represented all the houses, shops, and other buildings: it embraces, also, 
all the land owned by government for the yard, and the farm at the east end of the bay, purchased for 
an hospital. The position and width of the channel, as well as the surrounding and intermediate flats, 
are laid down from careful surveys; and the ground owned by government, on this and all other plans, is 
shaded with a light tint of red. Near the north corner of the yard, between the brick warehouse and 
ship house No. 1, is represented the position first thought of for the site of a dock. Boring was attempted 
near the edge of the wharf, which is made ground, having been filled in from the adjoining hill, the steep 
bank of which, left by the removal of earth, now forms, for a great distance, the western boundary of 
the yard. With much difficulty the auger was sunk 25 feet through gravel and sand; the falling in of 
this loose substance, and the abundance of water, preventing going deeper. The whole ground here is 
gravel, loose stones, and sand, and it would be attended with great difficulty to gain a sufficient depth 
for a dock, on account of water. This circumstance, together with the inconvenience of crowding a dock 
into the narrow space left between the brick stores and ship house, the whole distance between the front 
lower corner of the store and the end of the launching slip being 93 feet, and between the upper front 
corner of the store and the line of the ship house 134 feet, were considered sufficient objections to the 
location here. This ground is marked off by dotted lines as prepared for sounding, and the distances of 
the lines from each other noted in feet. 

The next place examined, and which is thought to be the most eligible site, is also shown in the plan 
as marked off upon the flats east of the yard, near the wharf, and nearly at right angles with the channel. 
At ebb tide, these flats are left bare, and consist of soft mud to the depth of 16 or 20 feet generally. 
Under this lies a stratum of sand, of variable thickness, from 5 to 9 feet; the lower part of which is com- 
posed of fine, compact sand, mixed with a portion of clay, and of such a texture as led to the belief it 
was impervious to water. Below this is a bed of loose, clean, dark colored sand; which, being loose, 
filled in and choked the auger to such a degree, that it descended only two or three feet into it. As the 
borings were necessarily performed through the tide water on the flats, the character of the strata, either 
for the passage or stoppage of water through them, could not be ascertained. In order to get at a know- 
ledge of these parts, a log, 30 feet long, was bored with a 4-inch bit, so that the ground auger might pass 
through it. It was shod with a conical hoop on the lower end, and driven as far as possible with a pile 
engine, at the point m on the plan, and descended about 27 feet below high water, and nearly through 
the compact, clayey sand before mentioned. After taking out the mud with the auger, most of the water 
being also brought up with it, the boring descended with the compact sand and clay, without any water 
ascending from the end of the log through the remainder of the stratum. But when, by continuing the 
boring, this was passed, and the auger entered the lower bed of clean, dark colored sand, fresh water 
instantly rose, and filled the log to within two or three feet of high water. A copper tube, about three 
inches diameter and four or five feet long, with a wire bail handle at the top and a valve at the bottom, 
was made use of to draw the water from the log, and, after two or three men had worked fast, by turns, 
for about twenty minutes, the water in the log had settled only eight inches. The next morning, how- 
ever, the water being nearly clear, and quite fresh, was taken out, by tle same process, in a few minutes, 
the water rising very slowly after the bailing ceased. 

This stratum of sand, which furnishes such a copious supply of fresh water, is probably the same 
from which the different wells are filled. There are six wells in the yard, as indicated onthe plan. That at 
the commandant’s house is fifty-three feet deep, and has four feet of water, and all of them, though of 
different depths from the surface of the ground, have the water nearly level with high tide. Their rela- 
tive depths, from the ground, depths of water, &c., are exhibited on the plan. From these facts, and the 
experiments made on the log, it is natural to conclude that this stratum of sand, or other layer which 
supplies the wells with water, dips, on advancing from the high ground, or what was formerly high 
ground, towards the flats, and there furnishes, at the depth of thirty feet below level, the fresh water we 
discovered. Notwithstanding the unfavorable nature of the bottom on which the dock must be founded, 
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it is best in the yard; and probably will be attended with no greater difficulties than are to be encoun- 
tered at Charlestown or Norfolk. This position will give an extension to the yard; and the filling of the 
flats, beyond that which will be obtained by the excavation, may be effected at a cheap rate from the hills 
in Brooklyn, immediately adjoining the yard. Placing the dock here, will leave the wharf free for ships 
to haul to, for refitting, repairing, &c., and prevent all interference with the operation of building at the 
ship houses. 

GOSPORT NAVY YARD, VIRGINIA, 

The most eligible site for a dry dock in this yard is at the south end, near the commandant’s house- 
On the plan are represented the points and lines of examination; the depths of boring and the kinds of 
soils being given on the profiles. This spot was selected on account of its being the most southerly part 
of the yard, where deep water is found on a line with the present wharf; and because, at any other point, 
either between the ship houses or north of them, much inconvenience would result to the operations of 
the yard. Should the government make purchases outside of the north boundary, it would be advisable 
to continue the line of wharf or quay wall straight, where a convenient and suitable place would be thus 
afforded for hauling ships to, for fitting out, or for such repairs as do not require the use of a dock. An 
inspection of the plan, guided by the scale on which it is made, will show that no room between the 
ship houses is attainable, without exposure, in case of fire, and a very crowded and narrow space around 
the dock; the distance between the old ship house and the one now building being one hundred and ninety 
feet. On the north of the old house, it is two hundred and thirty-five feet to the north line. Here would 
be room for a dock; but, if the yard comes to be extended further north, the position of the dock there 
will always be an inconvenient obstruction to a free passage along the yard. 

There does not appear to be any difference in the nature of the soil along the shore of the river, nor 
even in the neighborhood. It is all alluvial. Towards the north the shore is steep, and deep water is 
found at the foot of the sandy banks. At the proposed site, and south of it, the flats are extensive, com- 
posed of deep, soft mud; and the deposit here las probably been occasioned by the mouth of the creek 
behind the commandant’s house opening into a wide cove, which originally extended from the natural bank 
of the river, now occupied by the yard, to the point of land at the abutment of the bridge near the hospital. 
The upland soil, however, is the same everywhere; and there is no doubt that the same strata of clay, 
sand, &¢ , would be found at nearly the same depths below low water, whether on the flats or plas above. 
The whole upper stratum of sand composing the soil in the vicinity appears to be saturated with water; 
and on boring in the front yard of the commandant’s house, and on the east side of it, fresh water filled 
the holes to within four or five feet of the surface, or a little above high water mark. Upon leveling and 
sounding the wells in the yard, the water seems to stand nearly on the same level: four of them having 
the surface of water from four anda half to six feet above high tide; the well at the commandant’s house 
being only about six inches above the tide. The depths and relative heights of water in the wells, com- 
pared with the tide, may be seen in one corner of the plan. 

At all the yards, after selecting the ground for the proposed dock, a line nearly in the direction of 
its axis, extending nearly three or four hundred feet, was marked off by stakes fifty feet apart, and aline 
marked in the same manner was laid out at a distance of fifty feet on each side, parallel with the first. 
The depth of water below, or the height of ground above level of high water, was taken at all those points. 
It was also intended, at each point, by sounding with rods, and by using the auger, to ascertain the num- 
ber and nature of the different strata to the required depth of the excavation. But the rod proved inef- 
fectual to any considerable depth below the mud, and the auger could not, by the falling in of the sand 
and other substances, be carried so deep as was desired. The difficulty was also much increased by the 
water through which the boring was carried on. The. process of boring was very slow in most cases, 
and to have accomplished it, as at first intended, would have required much longer time than circumstances 
allowed. On each, therefore, the borings and soundings were attempted at every hundred feet; but so 
that those on the middle line should be opposite the middle point, between the trials on the side lines. It 
was soon found necessary to curtail this labor, and the principal trials were made, in some cases, on one 
line only, as may be understood by the profiles, where the strata are represented as ascertained by the 
boring. Enough, however, was effected to determine the nature of the bottom. Thus, at the proposed 
site at Portsmouth, the upper stratum is principally clay; under this, sand, to a thin bed of gravel, which 
lies immediately upon the rock, wherever the last was reached by the auger. At some points this gravel 
stopped the boring, and, as it had the same character as that which was passed on reaching the rock, it 
was concluded that rock was just below it; and upon this supposition the rock is so represented on the 
profiles. ‘The trials here were mostly confined to the middle line. Rock was found, either by digging, 
boring, or sounding with the rod, at the points of examination east of the ship house No 1, as given on 
the profile, except three or four places in the channels, where the rod did not pass the clay. 

At Charlestown the excavation will be wholly in sand or gravel, with some clay. At Brooklyn the 
borings were made as pointed out before, and there is no indication in any of them that other substances 
than those brought up in the auger will be found; and these were soft mud, sand mixed with clay, and 
pure sand. The examinations were made in the same manner at Gosport. On the flats, where the water 
was three feet deep at high tide, the mud was twelve feet deep, to sand; thence the boring was sunk to 39 
feet below level, the last nine feet being clay, and the intermediate stratum either yellow sand, or sand 
mixed with clay. Near the channel, under 10 feet depth cf water, the auger was easily pushed 38 feet 
through mud; and by boring four or five feet through clay, and into a mixture of sand and clay, the 
sounding reached a depth of 52 feet. 

In the yard of the commmandant’s house, and at the other point outside of the fence, the borings 
were sunk, but with great difficulty, to 40 and 42 feet depth below the ground. In the first, sand and 
clay were found, and the lowest stratum was dark sand. Similar kinds of earth were also brought up, 
and the boring ended in clay outside the yard. In the last two holes fresh water was soon met with, 
and it generally stood within four or five feet of the surface of the ground, and a little above high water 
At Portsmouth the rock is found in irregular masses, loose or full of fissures, through which 


mark, 
There are some springs issuing’ 


spring water passes copiously, in excavating afew feet below the surface. 
at the shore, a little above high water, and the wells are sunk in the rock, Upon descending to a depth 
sufficient to found a dock, it may be expected that water will flow in abundantly. At the other yards 
this embirrassment will probably be greater. 

The general result, therefore, of all the examinations is: First, that at Portsmouth, the work will be 
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founded on rock, without piling; at Charleston, the foundation will rest on sand, gravel or clay; at 
Brooklyn and Gosport, on sand; and that foundation piles must be used at the three last yards. Second, 
that clay, sand and rock will constitute the excavation at Portsmouth; at Charleston, sand and gravel, 
with clay; and Brooklyn and Gosport, soft mud, sand of various kinds, with some clay, either pure or 
mixed with sand. Third, that ample provision must be made for draining the works, as the water will 
come in from the land spring's in great abundance, besides that which may be expected from an imperfect 
defence against the tide. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE DOCK. 
Drawings Nos. 5 and 6 represent the plan, sections, gates, &c., of the dock, from which the mode of 
building and dimensions of the rock will be understood, and, with the following general description, is all 
that will be necessary previous to the estimate. The whole length of the dock floor, or foundation, will 
be as follows: 


Feet. 


From the sea to beginning of curved walls of entrance... ......sccsececsccecscccccccsccccscsse § 
Bee, 19 Te GEOMNOTS TOF BOGEN POLEE soins cscs csecsccscccaccecccccvccesssscuscseescee, HY 
Thence, to beginning of recesses for turming gateS.......cccccccccccccscccccccccescccscscccse§ 8 


Feet. 


TCHOO, CG POURS OF GO BE isk cckdisiccnecs sasnsrnereresewrereseccessces (s6secbeseear Be 
Thence, to line of heel posts of turning gate... .....cccccssccccccecccecccccccccsccsccccces 15 
38 
Tee botlom and site Walls being curved to guttet i. .ccsccsccosesscccccsccsccccscccccecccsces 19 
Temes, te te Hite oF retain walls, at Toot Of GOck ..csccsccceccscccevceccccccecenccenccccces  & 
OME, To COREG OF MEPRICINCITAT HOUR OF COCK oo nik oinis dk cceeweescacccccsecccccnsscecsosccesee SG 
Thence, to head of dock within the coping, being the radius of the head........... cece eee eeeeee 48 
PeOnve, th CHIPEMIC CHE OF DURING, AL NORM. isc sce diesscecececceescccccesccncesesecseecsecon, o 








LG Pree Terr TET Tee TET ee PETE TTT TT LTTE OLE TEER eT. 





The breadth is 100 feet, and 341X100=34,100 square feet, for the whole area of the floor, which is 
to rest on a piled foundation, for Charleston, Gosport and Brooklyn. Across the floor are to be driven 
rows of piles, parallel vith each other, and three feet apart between their centres; the piles in each row to 
be also three feet from centre to centre; an additional row of piles, in the direction of the axis of the dock, 
and under the keel, is also to be driven, for the distance of 200 feet, so that the middle of this line will 
be 18 inches from the centre line of the row on each side. Additional cross rows will be driven under 
the gates. The piles to be, on an average, 20 feet long, and 10 or 12 inches diameter at one-third from 
the large end. 

Cross-timbers, or Thud-sills, one foot square, to be placed on the piles, and under the middle of the 
dock; the heads of the piles to be connected with the sills by dovetailed mortises and tenons; the whole 
of the space under the sills, round the piles, and between the sills, to be filled, level with their upper 
surfaces, with broken stones, well rammed, to an average depth of one foot nine inches under the whole 
floor. Over this course of sills is to be laid a firm, tight floor, of well-jointed three inch plank, closely 
secured with spikes or tree-nails. Another course of floor timbers is next to be laid on this planking, 
directly over the sills, one foot thick, and one foot four inches high. Strong tree-nails or copper bolts, 
to be driven, through this course of timbers and the lower planking, into the sills, and the intermediate 
spaces of two feet wide to be filled in with stone masonry or brick work, laid in cement, so that the 
upper surface shall be flush with the tops of the floor timbers. This course of timbers to be covered with 
well-jointed three inch plank, like the first, and spiked or tree-nailed, and upon this floor the masonry of 
the dock to be commenced. 

Round the whole exterior boundary of the floor runs a line of four-inch sheet piling, fifteen feet long 
on an average, to prevent, as far as possible, the passage of water under the floor; and to stop its admis- 
sion between the two courses of floor plank, under the gates and crossing the dock, are to be similar lines 
of sheet piles, connected with the side sheeting, and well secured to the additional cross sills and timbers, 
as represented on the seetions, 

The general interior structure of the dock will be this: The stone floor to be 30 feet wide between 
the first altars, and at the lower end at the discharging gutter; the whole masonry to be 44 feet deep on 
the floor. From this end, the ascent to the centre circular head is 1 foot 3 inches in a distance of 206 
feet, and in the middle of the floor, and under the blocks, runs a gutter 1 foot wide, for leading the water 
to the discharging gutter. From the bottom of the dock rises, on each side, a flight of steps or altars, as 
follows: The first altar is 1 foot 3 inches high at the foot, and, being horizontal, its upper surface comes 
level with the floor at the head, having a breadth of 3 feet. The second also rises 1 foot 3 inches, with 2 

‘feet width; the 3d and 4th have a rise of 1 foot each, and are 2 feet wide. The 5th rises 1 foot, and is 4 
feet wide, forming the first broad altar or gangway, and is 5 feet 6 inches above the floor. The 6th, Tth 
and 8th altars have each a rise of 3 feet; the 6th and 7th, a width of 2 feet 6 inches, and the 8th is 4 feet 
wide, making the second gangway. From this second broad altar the rise is 12 feet, by 3 steps of 4 feet 
rise and 2 feet breadth each; from the last of which, the rise is 4 feet to the top of the coping, thus 
giving 30 fect 6 inches depth, from the coping to the floor of the dock, and 86 feet interior width at top, 
between the faces of the coping. The semicircular head, except where interrupted by the stairs and slips, 
is formed with altars, having rises and breadths corresponding with those above described. At the head 
of the dock, and descending on a line with its axis, is a set of slips 6 feet wide, for passing down timber, 
plank or other materials, to either of the gangways or to the bottom. Parallel with these, and on each 
side, there is a double set of slips, one descending to the upper gangway, and on the same line with 
it, and the other for the lower gangway, and on the same line; the horizontal distance between 
them, equal to the breadth of the two intermediate altars, is occupied by a flight of stairs, five feet 
wide each, which affords an easy descent to either gangway, and by a return from the lower gangway, 
at the foot of these stairs, another short flight leads to the floor. On the middle of each side, and behind 
the coping, is a flight of stairs 5 feet wide, which conducts to a platform or landing 9 feet below the 
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g; and by a return from this landing, a convenient descent is obtained by stairs to the upper gang- 
way. A similar flight of stairs at the foot, on each side of the dock, leads to the same gangway, from 
which stairs continue to the bottom. 

The side walls and bottom of that part of the entrance between the foot of the dock and the turning 
gate posts, have a curvilenear form, the first formed to a course of 60 feet radius, with the centre at the 
top of the coping on the opposite wall; and both these curves of the side walls end at 22 feet below the 
upper horizontal line of the coping. Between these points, the bottom has a curvature of 48 feet radius. 
From the heel posts to the end of the gate recesses, 38 feet, the walls have a horizontal curvature con- 
formable to the curve of the gates, with perpendicular faces. In this space, the mitre sill, and floor over 
which the gates swing, are horizont: ul, the former being 1 foot 6 inches above the latter. The side walls 
of that of the entrance, extending 8 feet from the recesses to the shoulder which is to support the floating 
gate, are curved er a radius of 60 feet, like those before described; but the curves are continued lower, 
so as to terminate at 29 feet below the horizontal line of the coping, and the floor here is level between 
the feet of the mentee faces of the side walls. The shoulder of the recess for the floating gate is 1 foot 
3 inches wide at the sides and bottom, both of which, for the distance of 13 feet, are formed in the same 
manner as the former, but the radius of the side walls, from the same centre, is 61 feet 3 inches. The 
discharging gutter at the foot of the dock is continued, through the masonry of the return walls, in arched 
culverts 2 feet wide and 4 feet high, on each side, extending 40 feet from the axis of the dock. Here the 
water will be discharged into side circular culverts, each 5 feet interior diameter, and extending 244 
feet to a reservoir constructed in the masonry, under the head of the dock. The axes of these culverts 
are parallel with and 40 feet from the middle line of the dock, and they will have a descent of 1 foot to 
the reservoir. The reservoir is 85 feet long; under and across the head to be 9 feet wide, with a semi- 
circular arch, and side walls 7 feet high to the springing of the arch. Into this reservoir the water will 
be drained by the gutters and side culverts, to be afterwards lifted by pumps. Along the basking 
masonry of the side walls of the entrance are to be constructed 2 filling culverts, one on each side, 40 
feet from the middle line, 3 feet in diameter, with their axes ten feet above the wooden floor. They will 
open from the tide water in the exterior face of the wing walls, and extend 84 feet to square well rooms, 
constructed at the beginning of the discharging culverts. 

All the faces of the interior masonry of the floor and altars, the faces of the entrance and wing walls, 
and bottom of the entrance, to be of hammered stone work, laid in cement. The bottom courses of 
masonry over the whole floor, about 1} feet in depth, as well as 14 feet thickness, round the whole exte- 
rior basking of the dock and entrance, to be laid in cement also. 


coping; 


Materials for the foundation, floor, and masonry. 


Number of piles lengthwise of the dock and entrance, with additional piles at the cross sheet piling, in 
60 5h is 0:55.556.6 6.6 65 G6 56.6. 0:55 5:50 00 SOE KERUERHSESEN SOs caste rcedvcbartiaseraee EEO 


EE CE IS BN CON COUEE TOW ick cicde sess tues casi ars ennen sede sens own biend seeesser ews 34 


120% 34—= 4,080 


ee NS CUNNNOS hi 5 di 6 siiwos boned > FOE e Dede edON Che a0 0444S DN SOe REOS ORE RSS 10 
4,150 

ee ee ee OR, Ee CRE Oe oo oe hak cnceddsdcsivesrsecsacccssaserseeeretcses OF 
Total of foundation piles for dock and entrance... .. .. 200 s050sc0n vesesevsecevesevseoceees £565 





Cubic feet. Tons. Tons. 
Mud sills, 120, and 100 feet long, 1 foot square, = ...........ceeee..-ssecceese 12,000 = 300 
ee BN OO, BP OE CONE, bie cbb ced ce csc csececcedencssexecssecsssees OR ee Fan S06 
Upper floor timbers, 120 and 100 feet long, 1 foot by 1.83 — 120K 100X 1.33=...... 16,000 = 400 
Waste and loss, 10 per cent. =........ccccccccccccccccsssseccccccecccs 1,600 == 40 = 440 





Total of Silla Gad Boor GAICTS See soos ooo nso cccercscnnssvccssvcescsscs OO 0OO am 770 








Lower floor plank, in square feet, board measure........sesscsccseecs seccceee 941XK100XK3— =102,300 


Upper floor, the Same ......ccecccccccsccccccscccvccccsssscscccscsessccescsssccsesccces 102,300 


. 204,600 
Waste and loss, 20 per cent........ TTT eT TT TOUTE CULT TT TTT CTT CT TCE 





Total of 3 inch floor plank, in board measure == .........cccccccccescccscccesscccece 245,590 


Plank for sheet piling, 4 inches thick, and average length 15 feet, 1,082X15xX4= square ; 
Pe NU 666 SSEEENEHKKb era cee's ccs eR CENTERS DE SROCRSO Oss asceeeeeececees SERED 
PEE Oe ECOG i. oec desc cdasercesivesccsaednedaderesssosesoes ctesersvecsecesn BRB 


eG SOARS 66 civ esd esas rccdodnesdecssdtasnvisectenrsereessiosecesaiass Tee 





Perches. Cub. yds 
Stone filling under the floor.—This will be equal to the area of the floor, and an average 
depth of 1 foot 9 inches (341100 1.75) +24,75 == amount of dry stone work ...... 2,411 2,210 
Masonry of floor in cement.—The spaces be tween the upper floor timbers to be filled with 
masonry to be laid in cement, each space 2 feet wide, 100 long, 1.33 deep, and 113 
spaces, (100 2X 1.83 X 118)—-24.75== 2... ccc ccc cccccecccccccccccecceccecevecs 1,914 1,113 
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Piles and floor for wing walls. 


The wing walls are proposed to extend 100 feet from the entrance, each way, or 80 feet from the 
side of the dock floor; to rise 29 feet; 10 feet wide at bottom, 6 at top, under the co ping, with the back 


perpendicular, and to ‘patter 4 feet on the face; counter-posts 5 ‘by 4, to rise perpendicular, and at 16 feet 
central distance. 








Foundation piles, similar to dock piles ........ccccscocccccvccccccccccccccccccocseece 355 
Waste, 10 per Cott... .6s0cesccceee ee eT Or ianee Keven een wis 35 
I ia dss hd eer cwsasseesconsipiarerany ree Te ey TT Te 390 
Floor timbers, 1 foot square on the piles, == .......cccccccccccccccccccecs 1,600 cubic feet. 
Waste, 10 per cent..... ‘ouwees bein wens LCP ADE ewe a haw adn 160 cubic feet. 
BOONE OF Gee MINE so ocin cc ccc deesecscesses er er pabewhwn ea 1,760 square feet, 44 tons. 
Floor plank, for covering the timbers, 4 inches thick, equal, in board measure............ 7,680 
Wette, BO POF COM. occ ccc cssccsceccoecss Vien ewees Teer TTT Tee ee TTT TTT 1,536 
Total floor plank. ......ssseccccecscccccescecccccccecccereveees jetimeenekee 9,216 


Filling with stones, rammed, under plank floor, averaging depth of two feet = 3,840 cubic 
feet == 155 perches. 
Bricks.—The reservoir, with the discharging and filling, will be laid the thickness of two 


bricks in length, and will require for the reservoir. ...... ee ee eee cece ee eeeee 99,025 

For two discharging culverts........... A ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 325,725 
For tWo Gg COIVETIS. 6. ccccccccececieesccccorsresccccecs ere sane 76,750 
ee eee ee eee eee ree (ioeenankeus 501,500 


Amount of stone masonry when laid. 


Cubic feet. Perches. Cubic yards. 











Whole amount of masonry in dock, over returns, at the foot......... 381,911 = 15,432 == 14,145 
tn Walle and bottom: Of GNtVONCS .oocs cc ccccec cc ceeceeccecescesees 114,806 = 4,638 = 4,259 
In wing walls, 80 feet long each ...... eee LTTE eC TT Tee ee 43,769 = 1,768 = 1,621 
For coping on wing walls, returns at the foot of the dock, at the stairs, 
NE MO 65a ek 5 eas hasan his ce ewen ne eewens si cenees 3,600 = 145 = 133 
544,086 = 21,983 = 20,151 
Deduct space occupied by the reservoir and culverts..........- ecoee 87,853 = 1,510 = 1,883 
Total of hammered and rough masonry. .......eeeee0. pekeeas 506,733 = 20,473 = 18,768 
Account of hammered stone masonry in cubic feet, with hammered surface in square feet. 
Cubic feet. Square ft. 
Bottom, or floor of dock ........... neha bankwaenade re  TeeTeT TTT oer ree 20,410 44,040 
De te ee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee Kaawhs ease oem hes ee 44,533 91,528 
Coping of dock above returns at foot... ....ccsccscccccccccccccceccccccene 2,520 5,460 
ME ban Shap eK KE sewed ceed e se snee eee Te ee Te TE ee eee ee ree 784 , 1,726 
ed en ig REE TLE COE CEE 1,198 3,438 
Face of curved walls and curved bottom, within turning gates ...........06. 5,001 10,494 
ee hee EEE CE ECT EL EEE EET OPT ELT CETTE ETT EEE 1,566 3,570 
POOF Bt WATS TH THOME OF CUTMIM Gy PATCO oon. ici ccc csdcserocccsccecees 10,052 21,330 
Bottom and side walls, inside of floating gates............008. rT eee 4,070 5, 636 
Bottom and side walls, outside of floating gates....... ccc cece cec cece ee ceeee 3,877 6,120 
Coping on wing walls, returns at foot of dock, at stairs, slips, &c.......... oe 3,600 12,500 
Withg Walle. .ccscscccccccccccscsccccccscvcccccssccvevveseccece de eawes 12,000 18,096 
Floor of reservoir..... StVCKCENSE SOAS SOROS e ORs eee emaoe er ee eer ee ee 957 1,850 
Total of hammered masonry .......+.006. eT OTe eee eT eT eT eee 110,568 225,788 


_—__ 
—_——_————= 








Of the above masonry, the following is to be laid in cement: 


Cubic feet. Perches. Cubic yards. 








Be ae I i oi oi 56 hae onde ercenseercrcedecscioss 110,568 4,467 4,095 

Foundation courses, 1} feet thick, over the whole Peter cuneneiaess 51,150 2,066 1,894 
Backing outside, 14 feet thick, round both sides of dock and entrance, and 

head of dock. . reer pea Gas caw ee ee ‘wa eheeaedewase da 20,460 827 758 

Total masonry in cement.......sccccccccccccces eee ere 182,178 = 17,360=— 6,747 

Total rough in common lime........ wean sec eeeeccceesecees O24,909 = 13,113 = 12,021 

Total of STONE MASONTY..-eeveeesesvees eeeeeee eeceerereeoee eee 506,733 = 20,473 = 18, 768 





—_—S——_——_—_— — —=—_—_— 
== 
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Prices of labor, materials, &c., at the yards.—While engaged in the surveys of the different yards, I 
made many inquiries relating to the wages generally paid for carpenters, blacksmiths, masons, and com- 
mon laborers, as well as for the kinds of lumber wanted for the work, either piles, plank, or square pine 
timber. The result is exhibited in the following table, where you will perceive that little or no difference 
exists in the day wages of workmentherein named. The common kinds of timber and plank will probably 
be supplied at so nearly the same prices, in all the yards, that little difference, on this account, or the 
price of labor, will be made in the estimates hereafter stated. Lime, cement, bricks, and probably sand, 
will also require no other discrimination than what arises from the difference of freight on the two first. 
As to bricks, the whole cost is small, and as those which would be called good in one place, would not 
be considered so in another, and as they would cost about the same at all the yards, if burnt hard for 
this work, no notice of the variation in prices need be taken; and upon the whole, there does not appear 
any reason for estimating upon different values at the yards, excepting in lime, cement, and the stone. 

In the vicinity of Portsmouth, on the Piscataqua river and its branches, are found abundant masses 

of granite or gniess, which would afford a sufficient supply of good stones for rough masonry, and many 
for the hammered work. At Durham, nine or ten miles above Portsmouth, there are several quarries, 
and one has recently been opened where suitable stone may be procured. I visited Durham to see the 
quarries, and consult Mr. Matthews, who, with his brother, has been occupied in procuring stone. They 
are well acquainted with the business, and upon describing the nature of the contemplated work, and the 
kind and dimensions of the stones that would be wanted, he informed me that, taking the hammered and 
rough stones together, they could be delivered for about three dollars a perch. Stones may also be pro- 
cured from Sandy Bay and Cape Ann, as well as from the Quincy quarries; but it is doubtful whether 
stones of a magnitude and form for the hammered work could be so well obtained from any place as from 
Quincy. 
Inquiries of the same kind have been made, as to the means of procuring proper stones for the work 
at Charlestown. At Quincy, Braintree and Weymouth, distant eight or ten miles, are immense masses 
of granite, or, more properly, sienite. Great quantities are brought to Boston for building stores, ware- 
houses, and especially for cellar walls, &c. It abounds principally in Quincy, and hence this kind of 
stone, brought either from that town or those adjoining, is usually called Quincy granite. A company 
has recently been incorporated by the name of the ‘‘ Quincy Granite Railway Company,” for the purpose 
of furnishing, on an extensive scale, this excellent material for building. Within the last year they have 
constructed, and have now in successful operation, a railway three miles long, for bringing the stones 
from the quarry to a good landing pier, at tide water, and they have lately purchased a steamboat for 
transporting stones with certainty and dispatch to Boston and vicinity. The railway passes near the 
foot of almost perpendicular ledges of this rock, of more than one hundred feet in height, and extends up 
to the base of another hill still higher, composed of one entire mass, from either of which solid, homoge- 
neous, rectangular blocks may be split, for columns of any magnitude, and of many tons weight, fer other 
purposes. 

I went to examine the railway and quarries, since my return from Norfolk, with Colonel T. H. Per- 
kins, the principal owner, and president of the company, to ascertain the state of the ledges, the probable 
effect of the railway, and other works connected with the establishment, and to see what kind of stone 
for the dock could be procured there. From this view, and the information obligingly communicated by 
Colonel Perkins, I believe that no place in the United States offers so many facilities for procuring proper 
stone for great public works as the Quincy quarries, and none where they can be furnished at a cheaper 
rate than from this company’s ledges. Colonel Perkins informs me that their company would probably 
agree to deliver all the stones, both for the hammered and rough masonry, at Charlestown, for three 
dollars twenty-five cents the perch, as it should measure when laid. But I have no doubt they can be 
procured at a lower rate. 

During the last summer I had occasion to ascertain the price of the kind of stone for building ten 
sea sluices, twenty feet wide each, at the dam to be erected at Salem, for tide water mill power. All 
the fall stones for the piers and abutments were to be large, with hammered joints, and laid in cement. 
I found that stones, both for the hammered and rough work, taken together, could be delivered for $2.50 
per perch; +and upon this information, I received proposals from one of the best stonemasons in this 
State, for finding all the materials, and hammering and laying all the masonry of the sluices, at a certain 
sum for the whole. Hence, I think it safe to conclude that suitable stones for both kinds of masonry 
may be had at Charlestown for three dollars per perch. 

No good stones for this work are found in the neighborhood of New York. Those used in building 
a wall at the poor-house, in Brooklyn, are carried from Haddam, on the Connecticut river, and cost about 
three dollars per perch of 24.75 cubic feet. They are irregular in form, very hard, and do not split 
easily in any direction, but would answer for the rough masonry. The same kind is employed in 
building Fort Lafayette. Freestone, or sandstone, such as is seen in the Battery wall, in the Castle at 
New York, and marble, of which the new Exchange is built, are all unsuitable for a dock. That in the 
Battery was brought from Chatham, on the Connecticut river; the Castle stone from Nyack, on the North 
river; and the marble from the quarries at Sing Sing. The last, if not too dear, would make good work 
for the hammered stones, except the altars and bottom of the dock; and the other kinds may be employed 
in the backing or rough masonry. The rough stones will cost about the same as at Charlestown, but all 
the hammered work I estimate from the Quincy quarries. 

Good stones for rough masonry may be obtained at Gosport, at about three dollars the perch, when 
laid. Some of this kind are now delivered at the navy yard, for the foundation of the new ship house, on 
contract, from the Goldsborough quarry, on the Susquehanna, near Havre de Grace, at $3.124 per perch. 
Many of the stones are large, and would make good hammered work; but they appear to come out of the 
quarry in layers of irregular thickness, like gniess; do not split well; are very hard to hammer; and 
could not be obtained and worked into blocks of sufficient size for the proposed dock. I visited the two 
locks at the north end of the Dismal Swamp canal, in company with Mr. Parks, who superintended the 
building of them. He informed me that the sandstone from Belleville, New Jersey, of which one of the 
locks is constructed, costs sixty cents the cubic foot for the coping and dimension stones, and thirty 
ceuts for the facing, both rough; and the Susquehanna stone three dollars per perch. The granite coping 
stone, fifty cents per cubic foot, dressed. 

Before leaving Norfolk, I visited, also, the extensive fortifications now erecting at Old Point Comfort 
and the Rip Raps, to see the kind of stone, and ascertain the prices of the different materials. From the 
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kind attention which Colonel Gratiot, the superintending engineer, paid to all my inquiries, I found that 
the Susquehanna granite, or gniess, is wholly used for the stone work, except the dressed coping quoins, 
&c., which are of freestone, from Acquaia and Potomac creeks. The coarse granite of the scarp settle- 
ment, and the piers of the casemates, are laid without hammering, and the stones delivered at $2.65 per 
perch, called twenty-five cubic feet, as it measures when piled off dry for that purpose; and that it loses 
about fifteen per cent. when laid and measured in the w all. It would, therefore, amount to three dollars 
per perch, nearly, in work. Some of it is delivered in large blocks, but angular, and very irregular in 
shape, and has not the appearance of coming from extensive beds, but of being taken out according to 
the natural fissures of the rock. The freestone is delivered for eight dollars a ton, called fifteen cubic 
feet, undressed, but is too soft, and wears and breaks too easily, for the hammered work of the dock, 
The whole stone masonry of the fort at Old Point Comfort, embracing the granite rough work and the 
dressed freestone, including mortar, labor, &c., costs about $6. 50 per perch, 

In the following estimates, timber is taken at forty cubic feet the ton; plank is cast, as board 
measure, by the one thousand square feet, and the perch of stone, or masonry, "equal to 24.75 cubic feet. 





A table of the wages of workmen and price of materials, at the dock yards in Portsmouth, Charlestown, 
Lrooklyn, and Gosport. 





| 
| Ports- | Charles- Brook- | Gosport. 


| mouth. | town. lyn. 
| 





COPOMENS. .iciesccccvecssccces.| $2.50) $1 584, $1 75 | 


$1 50 | Perday, highest price; lowest 
price, $1.25, for Charles- 
town average price. 


| 
Blacksmith’s foreman.............| 150! 1 34 1 75 | 1 50 | Perday, highest price; lowest 
| price, $1.25, for Charles- 
| | | town average price. 
BET hs scence eens aseseecsos| 20), IT 1 00 | 1 00 | Per day. 
ees reek Wee eben bakes | 15 | 200 175 | 1 75 | Per day. 
Splitters, hammerers, and laborers. . 1 00, ~ 1 25 90 | 874) Per day. 
Common faborers ....5.......000: | 80 | 96 82 | 75 | Per day. 
| 


White oak timber, from 12 to 14 
inches square, and 30 to 40 feet, 

WD ckcisercarnvansnecaxerses! 12 00, 10 00 14 00 | 8 00 | Per ton of 40 cubic feet. 

Large white oak timber, 20 to 24, | | 
inches square, and 35 feet long... 15 00 1800} 18 00 | 9 60 | Per ton of 40 cubic fect. 

White oak plank, 2 to 3 inches thick, | 
25 to 35 fect long..........5.2., 2500 25 00] 4000! 25 00/| Per 1,000 ft., board measure. 

Good sound hard or soft pine timber, | | 
12 to 16 inches square, and 25 to) | | 
Oe | 5 50) 6 00 5 20 5 60 Per ton. 

Good timber for piling foundation, | | 
round or square, equal to 1 foot) 
square ..... Hieieeaaessces| 800; 6 OO 5 00 

Eastern spruce for piling foundation, ; | 
round or square, equal to one foot | 
BQUATE .. 2.2006 coccssecseee| 900; 4 00 4 00 |....006. 

Pine piles for foundation, 10 to 12 2 | 
inches in diameter at one- third 
from the butt, and 20 feet long, | 
BVETABE 2205 cesses ett Teer eeT TTT CLE 4 | Per running foot. 

Spruce piles for foundation, 10 to 12 
inches in diameter at one-third | 
from the butt, and 20 feet long, | 
average ..... (MERCK aa Kea eales ikicat SP baseswvciscassen sel POPE 

Merchantable pine plank or boards, | | 
1 to 5 inches thick, 20 to 35 feet| | | 


4 00 | Per ton, 





re okie ere rey Ter | 13 00 14 00 15 00 ........; Per 1,000, board measure. 
Same, clear. Mtn: We ee Be 005 . | Per 1,000, board measure. 
Merchantable poplar plank, COE ssl iccceves|seend Wialem wane wl "20 00 | Per 1,000, board measure. 
Merchantable cypress plank, SS RN eres wees. 25 00 | Per 1,000, board measure. 


Clear pine plank, 4 to 5 inches thick, | | 
some 40 feet long, and some from 
12 to 20, average ..........-...| 22 50; 2100! 28 00 '|........| Per 1,000, board measure. 








Clear poplar plank...... EEN PEER er re me 
ee I NIE cb KN Sais wa Aloe dad xe ]- 00 nwdbe le eanee an 25 00 | Per 1,000, board measure. 
Good hard bricks..........e0e: --| 475| 575) 6 00 6 50 | Per 1,000. 
LAying GUA MOTTA. . 60.0555 s0000. 475) 4 75 | 4 50 4 00 | Per 1,000. 
New York or Pennsylvania cement. 3 374; 3 387k) 3 00 3 30 | Per cask. 
Thomastown lime..........eeeee-) 1 10 | 1 00 | 1 374; 1 374) Per cask. 
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ESTIMATE FOR CHARLESTOWN. 


Coffer dam. 


It is proposed to vary the form and position of the coffer dam, from the plan presented in 1824, as 
follows: Instead of running it parallel with the cock on the east side, over the flats, to make a bank of 
ear h as high as the coping of the dock, 10 feet wide on the top, 14 feet average height, with slopes of 
14 feet base to one foot rise, on each side, producing an average thickness of 31 ‘fect, to be placed at 100 
feet from the cast side of the dock; the whole length, 400 feet, extending from the old pier, near the 
battery, to the line of the coffer dam, crossing the mouth of the dock entrance. From the lower end of 
this embankment a coffer dam, extending about 400 feet, is to be formed with an angle towards the 
wharf, and uniting with it, as seen on the plan. 
The dam to be formed of timber piles, 14 inches square and 37 feet long, grooved and tongued, and 
driven in parallel rows, so that the distance between the interior faces shall be 13 feet 8 inches, and 16 
feet between the outsides. Three lines of ribbons to run the whole extent on the outside of each row, 
viz: one on the top, one as low as it can be placed at low water, and the third at an intermediate line 
between them. At the distance of five feet from centre to centre are to be timber caps, 14 inches square 
and 20 feet long, locked across the top of the dam and on the upper ribbons. Below these caps are to 
be iron tie-bolts, 10 feet apart, at each line of ribbons, running through the piles and ribbons, and secured 


by screws or keys on the outside. 


They are to be placed alternately in the ribbons, so that there shall 


be one tie-bolt under each cap. 


The whole of the coffer dam to be filled in with good earth, rammed, 











and covered with plank for a bridge. 


Coffer dam embankment. 





687 dove-tailed timber piles ...........eeeeee0s 1,742 tons, 
Waste, 10 per cent......... every eT Tee Teer ey 74} tons, 
816! tons, at we per ton, $4,897 20 
Pointing, sisobinie driving, &c., each pile, at $5......... M60 Cae O O66 5 wows . 3,485 00 
SPIDOONE 265k assesses ere es janes mew eee c tons, 
Waste, 10 per cent. bnces reerr Steewe 4,59, tons, 
47,39, tons, at $4 per ton, 189 20 
Dressing and pinning, per ton, ins ones pecnies pine eh oe ee er 189 20 
80 cap timbers .........00- ce cccccceces eseee 99 tons, 
oe | rer erry TT eT rrr Te Trees 54 tons, 
604 tons, at $6 per ton, 363 00 
Fitting and placing 80 caps, cach $1 ....... 20. e eee e cece cece cence eee eens ‘“e 80 00 
80 iron tie-bults, 14 inches square, 18.25 feet long = 10, 835. T lbs. at 8 cents 
gg EE eS eee ee ee nt eee er ee er er eee Pere er ee 866 85 
ene Set 2 CPBO WOE lik s sscinnc ea sscasucnavxcsevenes se cacao 108 35 
Filling dam, 5,164 cubic yards, per yard 374 cents..........0.00 000. see nes 1,936 50 
Covering of dam with 3 inch plank, 400 XK 18 K 321,600 square feet. 
Waste and fitting ...... renee bedtekevorsos 2,160 
23,760 sq. feet, per M. 14 cents, 332 64 
Bank on east side of flats 400 long, 14 average height and 31 feet mean width, 
(400X 14X31) +27=6,429.62 cubic yards, at 324 cents per yard........ 2,089 62 
$14,487 56 
2. Excavation. 
Average depth 22 feet, mean width 120, and length 350 feet, mere 2X 120) —27==34,222 
cubic yards, at 374 cents rrr errr e TT Te TT TTT coccccceees 12,833 25 


3. Draining. 





A steam engine of 40 horse power, with boilers, &c., erected and set up for work $7,000 
House, foundation, &c., temporary.......... ke tu oe se ae ene Keds ws shes 1,000 
Pumps, eee re ee ee, eer eee rere reer Ty err ere rT a 2,000 
Engineer at $1.50 per day, 3 years of 312 days each. . erry wore rrr sre tT 1,404 
Fireman at 75 cents per day, 3 years of 312 days each.. i ere TT errr (wee 702 
tepairs, packing, oil, tallow, &c., at $400 a year, 3 years ........eeeeeeees os 1,200 
Fuel, at $10 per day, ‘for 3 3 years of 312 days Miicincmennns wUreTrTT TTT Tee 9,360 
——_ 22, 666 00 
4. Foundation of dock. 
4,565 foundation piles, including waste, at $1.25 each..... (sttcesdessvcsces Bee ae 
Posting, Tiliee, Ot Grivingy, GF OS.S5 CON 66.6 i ces cicas sc scnscvceveces . 10,291 25 
120 mud sills, 100 feet long, 1 foot square, including ¥ we raste, =330 tons, at $6 
per ton..... perc eerccccesscssesecscese ° coccccces 1,980 00 
Sawing off and leveling heads of piles and filling sills, at $4 per ton vere T Tr -- 1,320 00 
120 floor timbers, 1.33 by 1 feet, including w aste, 440 tons, at $6 per ton..... . 2,640 00 
Trimming, laying, tree- nailing, &e., at $3 per De Caarer t cn cccecscccccccee 1,320 00 
122,760 feet of 3 inch plank, ‘board measure, for lower floor. 
122,760 feet of 3 inch plank, board measure, for upper floor. 
245,520 square feet, including waste, at $20 per M....... Kowens iui. Agee 
Jointing, laying, and pinning both floors, at $10 per M............ 0006: soeee 2,455 20 
77,012 square feet, board measure, of 4 inch plank, including waste, for sheet. 
piling, at $20 per M....... TrreTTer Te Terr ee te Teer ccccsccccscccece 1,540 00 
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Jointing, grooving, fitting tongues, and driving, at $20 per M............506. $1,540 00 
Filling, round and between piles, under floor with stones, 2,411 perches, includ- 
ing phone ame Vay, at $1.50 per peredd ocsicic esis cseccevesecssces -. 3,616 50 
Stones for filling with masonry, laid in cement, between upper floor timber, 
Se ee ee 3,642 00 
Oh ORR, DRT CI, BE GET E, COC a nas ccs nccins cd cceredocdecsecceces 2,048 62 
Laying same, at $2 per perch.......... ad te eee OCT eT eee Tee eT eee Tee 2,428 00 
——_ $45, 458 22 


5. Foundation of wing walls. 


The wing walls to extend eastward 80 feet from the floor of entrance, and 20 feet west 
of the same. 


244 piles, including waste, at $1.25 each..... mean (bind thea eae eee $305 00 
Pomaine, HIN, BAG GIVING, OE GED COCK 2... i sccccesvsvsvecscsens os ‘ 549 00 
Floor timbers, 1 foot square, 28 tons, at $6 per ton... ......ececcevecccccees 168 00 
Sawing piles and fitting timbers, at $4 per ton.......cccccccccccccccccecs oe 112 00 
Se Peet ae & By Ue, OE BEE Or Bin occ ccc cesses er ssevesseseecscaes 80 64 
Trimming, laying, pinning same, at $14 per M........ccccessccosecccescces 80 64 
100 perches of broken stone, filling under floor, and laying same, at $1.50 per 

1 Tee Terr errr TT Tree rT eT eee ee Tee CL TT eT TTT TET TTT TET Teer 150 00 


Excavation 100 feet long, 7 7 deep and 14 wide, = 363 yards at 37} cents per yard 136 87 


6. Masonry of dock, entrance, and wing walls. 


14,957 perches for rough stone masonry, at $3.25 per perch ......eeeeeeeeeee $48,610 25 
3,880 perches for hammered stone masonry, at $3.25 per perch......+.eeeee 12,610 00 
857 perches rough for 100 feet of wing wall, at $3.25 per perch ...........6. 2,785 25 
248 perches hammered work for 100 feet of wing wall, at $3.25 per perch..... 806 00 
176,928 square feet of hammered surface, in 3,880 perches in dock and entrance, 

GE ED CRAEE POE SUMBTS TOG a coc ccc ens ese rceeeseeseeetesecvecscece 26,539 20 


36,192 square feet in 100 feet wing wall, in 248 perches, at 15 cents per perch. 5,428 80 
Cement for 4,128 perches of hammered work, 5 perches to one cask, = 826 casks, 


at $3.371 ig Sane nn ee ae rere ee ee ee ee ee 2,787 15 
Sand for 826 “casks, 1 load of sand of 25 cubic feet, to 4 casks of cement, == 207 

loads, at 60 cents | Pree Te eT Tere ee Ter eT eT TT eT CLT LETTE ee 124 20 
Cement for 2,893 perches of rough masonry, on bottom and backing, 2 perches 

to a cask, 1,446 casks, at $3.374 per cask... ..ccccccccccccccccccccces - 4,880 25 
Sand for same, 361 loads, at 60 cents per load... .....cccscsccccccssccccces 216 60 
Lime for 12,921 perches of rough masonry, 1 cask to 5 perches, 2,584 casks, at 

OE OE CE ois cece deen cnesecccrsnscess TC TT eee Otte 2,584 00 
Sand for same, 2,584 loads, at 60 cents per load .........cccccecssccccccces 1,550 40 
Laying 4,128 perches of hammered work, making mortar, &c., $2 per perch..... 8,256 00 
Laying 15,814 perches of rough work, in lime or cement, &c., and making mor- 

Gar, Ke., BOGE POP POT... occ cece cteessvecseccsees (ebbbannness ens . 15,814 00 


. Bricks. Laying bricks. 


501,500 bricks for reservoir and culverts, at $5.75 per 1,000............ eosee $2,883 62 
501 casks of cement, at $3.37} per cask ..... ee eT ee eT eee eee eee 1,690 87 
125 loads of sand, at 60 cents en re eee rT Tee 75 00 
Laying, making mortar, centers, &c., at $4 per 1,000............. Terry 2,006 00 


8. Turning gates. 


The turning and miter posts 1.75 feet square, and 34 feet long; top and bottom rails 36 
long, and 1.75 square, and 9 intermediate rails 36 long and 1.33 by 1.50 feet, for each 








gate: 
4 POBtS 2. cccccccccccccccvece 374 cubic feet. 
2 top and 2 bottom rails ...... 441 cubic feet. 
SO POE kv cinece cases winiens 1,272 cubic feet. 
2,087 cubic feet. 
Add 10 per cent for waste..... 208 cubic feet. 
2,295 cubic feet, = 57.37 tons, at $18 a ton, $1,032 66 
Labor in framing the gates, at $12 per ton .......cecccccccccccees teeeenees 688 44 
Oak plank for g wates, 28 ie 34,2 inches thick, 2,808 square feet. 
Waste, 25 per en ».e+ 952 square feet. 
4,760 sq. ft., board measure, at $25, 119 00 
Labor of fitting, spiking, &c, at $30... cc cece cece cccccccecs Rewind ocens 142 80 
Composition spikes, 5 inches long, 600 ‘bs. mn ‘at 30 cents per Ib febsembatadsae xe 180 00 
Lining inside of gates with 14 inch plank, and outside with ? inch plank ...... 331 35 
Cast iron circular rails, wheels, saddles, pivots, capstans, capstan heads, &c., 
24,164 lbs., at 4 cents a Cp awrenies ereerrr err e rer Sseveces ‘ 966 56 
Fitting same, at 1 cent is acciewe eas wn epne mee wieweegeeln dee Cope asae es 241 00 


270 feet of 2 ‘inch chain, for opening gates, 1,468 lbs., at 15 cents per lb.. 220 00 
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Copper and coppering both sides of gates to high water mark: 
32 OZ. COPPCL. ose ecereecees 3,944.50 square feet. 
Add for waste, 5 per cent..... 197.22 square feet. 





4,141.72 square feet, including nails, labor, &c. 
Ss ’ ’ oO , ’ ’ 
at 22 cents per square foot...... ig! Sl Wie aid eracd ere Mteiwedecete‘nncd: Sara 





9. Floating gate. 


14 horizontal trusses, containing 5,169.46 cubic feet. 
3 posts, 14 inches square, 31} 


Peery ee ee Treen 340.25 cubic feet. 
2 stems, 14 by 18 inches, 33long 123.74 cubic feet. 
Timber for boat ....... hanees 526.00 cubic feet. 








6,159.45 cubic feet. 
Add for waste, 25 per cent.... 1,539.86 cubic feet. 
7,699.31 ‘cubic ft., = 192.48 tons, at $18 per ton, $3,464 64 
Labor and w orkmanship, at $15 per ton..... errs eee TT ree eoee 2,887 20 
Plank, outside gate, 3 inches thick, 5,625 square feet. 
Plank, inside gate, 2 inches thick, 3.648 square feet. 
Plank, for boat, 3 inches thick... 3,728 square fect. 
Add for waste, 25 per cent...... 3,728 square feet. 








18,641 sq. ft., board’ measure, at $25 per M... 466 00 


Labor of planking and trec- nailing, at $20 per “See eer cere teenwe 372 82 
Copper, nails, and coppering, 5,500 square feet, at 29 cents per foot ........6. 1,210 00 
Composit on spikes, 7 inches long, 1,330 Ibs., at 30 cents i a re i ee 399 00 

jomposition spikes 5 inches long, 400 lbs., at 30 cents per Ib...........0000. 120 00 
Copper bolts, 1} inches diameter, 1,200 feet, =5,010 Ibs., at 30 cents per Ib.. 1,503 00 
Boring and driving .... ‘woaehageee oe eceeves TErtr TTT Tere TTT eT eee 36 00 


10. Banking up with earth. 


Puddling round dock and entrance, 33 feet high, 3 feet thick, and 782 feet long, 

(782 X33 X3) —-27=2,867 cubic yards, at 50 cents per } yard . ievesseenss SLySSS 50 
Banking up to top of coping, average depth 30 feet, mean width 15 and length 

782 feet, (782X15 X30) +2713, 037 cubic yards, at 10 cents per yard . 1,303 30 


ll. Pier wharf, &c. 


The pier wharf, 60 feet wide, will extend 150 feet from the face of the north wing wall, 
into the channel. It will serve for the delivery of materials in building the dock, and after- 
wards to be used in docking ships. It will be built on oak piles, at 6 feet distance between 
centres, in each row. Pine caps, covered with ranging, or small timber tree-nailed upon the 
caps, and at the lower end, and on both sides, two sticks of timber for cap sills; the top 
filling to be of earth, 2 feet deep. 

300 oak piles, including waste, and additional piles at the corners, &c., 14 inches 


square, and average length 45 feet, 403,8; tons, at $10 per ton........ ... $4,036 00 
Pointing and driving 300 piles, $3 each...... PE Ace ab eU ase es 900 00 
Cap timbers, including waste ...... cee cevescoses . 70585 tons. 

Timbers for cap sills round wharf.. (ebeenwas <<. Be Some. 





90,8, tons, at $6 per ton, 544 80 
For covering floor of ranging or small timber, average thickness of 9 inches, 
equal in the whole to 11,550 feet in length, including waste, at 4 cents per 


UCT ese er ee re ee Kebekus ee ee aed Keeuwe 462 00 
Dressing, laying, and pinning same, at 2 cents per foot.............6.. 231 00 
Covering the whole with earth, 150 feet long, 58 feet wide, and two feet deep, 

(150 X58 XK 2) +27=644 cubic yards, at 824 cents per yard aia dg wow . 209 43 


Labor in fitting cap timbers and cap sills, 90.8 tons, at $3 per ton..........6. 372 40 


12. Sheds, workshops, machines, é&c. 


Sheds and shops...... jhonnews er eerer re rT eT rr ‘kee Re ekeeOewe Kee $1,500 
ey re RS ki A oda ce basbsdasavsesceccss (Licker RNsAeeRSOD (eee 1,200 
4 driving machines, with rams, at $250 each caewal ae erretreT eee erry Tere eT 1,000 
4 scows, NOMA viasesccakvndscnserss hbo MARRS OREKS 1,400 


13. Miscellanies. 


327 cast iron dowels or glyphs, for securing the coping stones, each a cube of 3 

inches, 2,207 lbs., at 5 cents[per lb.............. ete eee TTT TT: 
Setting the same, at 30 cents each..... eT reTi ree (hie PRa ced aS Sees eee 98 10 
Plank, “scantling, and small timber, for wheeling se affolds, bracing coffer dam, &c. 3,000 00 
Copper or composition bolts and dowels for stones in mitre sill, 1} inches diame- 

ter, 1,349 lbs., at 30 cents per Ib. ........... (ite nbueh Hadewewinneceee 404 70 
Drilling and setting same, at 10 cents per Ib..... reeowsos S8OeTH 00s s 00460 134 90 


$4,833 32 


10,458 66 


2,736 89 


6,655 63 


5,100 00 
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- Clearing earth and the outside entrance, 100 long, 60 wide and average depth 5 














; 
; 
4 
f 
feet, (100 X60 X5) —27=1,111 cubic yards, ‘at 50 cents POP YOM... 0050s $555 50 f 
- Removing coffer dam..... Kciewwesadas pine 0 ee we We gi Oe See titnccsces 2,000 OO { 
For extra work in making pump well, reservoir, w vells for capstans, gates, and 
ay UN BE ION ian os neko 66w cic ee cee cesenes aciann Ryne ee re 1,000 00 1 
¢ Extra filling ——— the embankment and old wharf, round the dock, down to } 
wing walls,= ==22,536 cubic yards, at 324 cents per yard.........eceeeeee 7,324 20 a 
Addition» to old “wharf, south side of entrance, estimated at same rate of new 3- 
i Oe ee ee er Ce ee ee a eee e+ 4,228 53 fi, 
— $18,856 28 bi 
14. Superintendence. ia 
Engineer, superintendence, overseers, &C........sccccvscecsscccscccccocccccscsccesess 95,000 60 a 
a 
ina & 
, ; $310,316 56 a 
Contingencies, 15 per cent........cceeccessces (Vtereehekeiwnderes eecrrececsesnecee ” SE 12 
pecasiielagh : 
Total estimate for Charlestown ...... Sc sa San tb ap lh eee Shs ete aia pea bacaaea $356,864 04 ) ‘ 
ie 


ESTIMATE FOR PORTSMOUTH. 


1. Coffer dam. 


This will be built in the same manner as at Charlestown, with an embankment, 100 feet north of the 
dock. The wing wall to be 100 feet long from the entrance, on the north, or 80 from the side of the plat- 
form, and 140 on the south, or 120 from the side of the floor. Whole length of wall, 200 feet. The coffer 
dam te be connected with the angle of the wharf, below the office. It will be 300 feet long, 13 feet 8 
inches wide, on the interior, and constructed, in every way, like the one before estimated for Charlestown, 
except the depth of filling, which is 21.71 feet, and the whole length 100 feet less than at Charlestown, 
The embankment will extend 550 feet from the shore, parallel with and 100 feet north of the dock, and be 
connected with the north end of the coffer dam. Its average height, 10.50 feet; slopes, 1.50 feet base to 
1 foot rise, and mean width, 31.50 feet. The Charlestown coffer dam is estimated at 400 feet long, and 
averages, per running foot, without the filling, 26.15. 


Se ae 


Re uate an 


7a a 


4 
e 


Coffer dam, 500 fect long, without the filling, per foot, $26.15............006. $7,845 00 
Filling, (300 X 13.67 X 21.71) +27==3,297.50 cubic yards, at 374 — per yard, 1,236 56 
Embankment, enna 50X 31.50) +27==6, 737.5 cubic yards, ‘at 325 1 cents per Wie: 
Do Se ee ee ee pebeaiune ee CP TCT TCL CTT e eT OEE . 2,189 68 3 
——_ $11,271 24 Ka 
2. Excavation. i ] 
Average depth of earth, 13.02 feet; length, 350 feet; mean width, 120 feet; i 
(350 X 13.02 X 120) +27=20,253 cubic yards of earth, at 374 cents per yard, $7,594 87 Md 
Average depth of rock, 11.61 feet; length, 341 feet; and width, 100 feet; an 
(341X111. 61X100)+-27=14, 663 cubic yards rock, at $1.50 per yard. ee "21,994 50 4 
———__ 29,589 37 Mt 
} 
3. Draining. { 
Same as for Charlestown..... MA Eee ees Riess §~=—RR 
4, Foundation of dock. 
This will be the same as proposed for Charlestown, except the piles and sheet ‘ 
piling. Total for Charlestown. .....ceeceescceeeeees bbe Rik de dearest ee ie 
Deduct foundation piles..... anwane (eeannaeaenwn Viteeedn kane aac eae oe “3 
Deduct pointing and driving ......eeeee cece (iene iaoe es A 26 5 
Deduct sheet piling ........ccecceeeccoes a eT OT ican. speeeees dl 
Deduct pointing and driving, &c. ......6-. Cierewee ees sovcccccce 1,540 00 i | 
———. 19,097 50 ). 
26,360 72 i 
5. Foundation of wing walls. uf 
This will probably be rock, at about the same depth as at Charlestown, and the i 
whole piling and timber platform will be omitted. The surface of the rock i 
is very irregular, and will er to be leveled to receive the masonry, and ‘ 
this labor is estimated at. Gil he sku al a fates ew ae Vubihe ss eeaes rr . 1 
Excavation, average depth, 5 feet; length, 200 feet; “and width ‘14 fe et; 
(200K5X 14) +27==518.5 cubic yards, at 37} cents, oe 194 42 
——- 494 42 


-_ 


}. Masonry of dock, entrance, and wing walls. 


The prices will be the same as for Charlestown; the extent of wing walls, 200 feet; but 
only 100 feet are estimated in the former, the cost of which, in the walls, is, per run- 
ning foot, $123.43. 
Total estimate tor Charlestown, with wing walls, 100 feet . shies beeen . $132,992 70 
Addition of wing's, 100 feet, at $123 434 per foot. ..scccccececsees pundRewees 12,343 50 
; —— 145,346 20 








| 
y 
i 
a 
a 
i 
4 
5 
- 
f? 
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1. Bricks. Laying bricks. 


501,500 bricks, for reservoir and culverts, at $4.75 per 1,000...........eeee0- $2,382 12 

St eaies PUNE HE GOT E DET CUBES 5 oo ces nse ccc cnceedcewensoveese sens. 1,690 87 

150 loads of sand, at 60 cents ere Per rT reT Tre Tre T rr eT er eT rrr 90 00 

Laying, making mortar, | Eee me See Te Te Te Tre rere ee ee Tee 2,006 00 
8. Turning gates 

ats i ir CD s 66.00 0 6080 rhb 566506 beds Ss adh Oe Eee wCd8 06s ob ce ee seee ee rs ‘ 
9. Floating gates 

Same as for Charlestown......... Lhe S HAE OWNER ESAAEATERRAEROESN CUED OOO ROR TOROS WO 

10. Banking up with earth 

Ns 656.564 OREEEE 6S 205086450 REE OREEEK EER SUE Owe 0 500 eR TED hee 
11. Pier wharf. 

i NES 655.040 62 RE ENTS Rew HeOd CORUM TRS EDEREKA WSO ONO OS OR OOOO OD ; 


[This will be placed on the north side, and on a line with the entrance. ] 
12. Sheds, workshops, machines, Ec. 
ee EE Oi. ok 8 ho Cbb6ic se ddceccadesdedendesens WeeTeTrriririT Tce ee 


13. Miscellanies. 
Same as for Charlestown, except filling around dock, and addition to old wharf. $18,856 28 


OE CRIES TE 5 oso0 0 cec cee cscessvccccrvenscsces eer $7,324 20 
NONE OO CE WONT ni cei de vesseroseseccescdavedness » 4,228 53 
cunciniiitn Shh 


14. Superintendence. 


Engineers, superintendence, overseers, RC. .......c0ccsecccccceccssscvesccces en er 


$6,168 99 
4,833 82 
10,458 66 
2,736 80 


6,655 63 


5,100 00 


7,303 55 


25,000 00 





Contingencies, 15 per Cent... ..ssccescccccsccccccccccccsccscs TETTTTTT TTT TL 


$303,975 40 
45,596 00 





Total estimate for Portsmouth.............- Miiebee bike .wekee esd eee es 


$349,571 71 





ESTIMATE FOR BROOKLYN. 


1. Coffer dam. 


This will be formed like that at Charlestown, with timber dove-tailed piles, 16 inchessquare, and 45 


feet long; the dam 240 feet long. 


361 piles with 10 per cent. waste, 789.83 tons, at $6 per ton........eeeeeeees $4,738 98 
Pointing, driving, &c., at $6 TE din esa chek patbeeniihcdindsokeKs 2,166 00 
Two sets ribbands, one at top and one at level wit: low water, 960 feet, whole 

length, including Pee, 20.8 e Wee, BE SE HOF GON bidcaivensenesaccscesss 72 60 
Dressing and pinning the saine, at $4 per ton. ....... ccc ccecec ce csceccscees 72 69 
48 caps, 21 feet long, 16 inches square, with waste, 49.5 tons, at $6 per ton... 297 00 
ee Se Re PE OOD 6b ie hic ces creverecde ives sndoncresereves 60 00 
48 iron tie bolts, 183 feet long, 14 inches square, 6,591 Ibs., at 8 cents per Ib.. 527 30 
ee Cee ee, Oe SPO. OE POURS BOE UD. 6 6k i occcinedesssesvevese cess 65 91 
Filling dam, average height 28 feet, length 240 feet, and mean width 13.67 feet, 

(28x 240 13. 67) —27=3 402,31 cubic yards, ‘at 374 cents per yard..... 1,275 86 
Covering dam with 3 inch pl ank, 240X18x3 12, 960 square feet. 
Waste and Sitting, 10 per cent.......s0000. 1,296 





14,256 sq. ft. at 14 cents per foot 199 58 
Embankment on flats, 300 feet long, 10 feet wide on top; average height above 
flats, 8 feet; add for settling 5 and 13 height; mean width 29.5 feet, 





(29. 5x 13 x 300) —27==4,261 cubic yards, at 20 cents per yard.......... 852 20 
. Excavation. 
Average depth 30, mean width 120, and 350 ee (350 x 120 x 30) +2746, 666 
cubic yards, at 374 cents per yard aes seue sine erry TTT Te TTT TTT TTT ee 17,499 75 


Same as Charlestown .c.ccssccccccccess eeeeeeteeeeeneeeee eoeceoeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Same as Charlestown ........ Be ee eee TE Oe Ce Te a eT rN 


$10,328 03 


17,499 75 


22,666 00 


45,458 22 
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5. Foundation of wing wall. 
This to be like that at Charlestown, but 20 feet longer. 





Cost at Charlestown, without excavation.........ceeeee0. enna eer eeTe oe 
Add one-fifth .......... PCPS UEERENE Sc ak RS ANRSRCR KW AENAEDED ce eee Ow eas 289 05 
Excavation, 15 feet deep, 120 long, and 14 feet wide, (15120 X 14) +27=933 
GCUMNS YOIGS, BEST) COMED PET FOIE 6oisink ecco cctessescscencecs errr 349 87 
——— $2,084 20 
6. Masonry of dock, entrance, and wing walls. 
14,957 perches for rough stone masonry, at $3.25 per perch. ......eeeeeeeeees $48,610 25 
3,880 perches hammered stone masonry, at $10.08 per perch.........eeeeeeee 39,110 40 
1,028 perches for rough stone masonry for 120 feet wing wall, at $3.25 per perch 3,341 00 
298 perches hammered stone masonry, at $10.08 per perch..........eeeeeeees 3,003 84 
176,928 square fect hammered, in 3,880 perches, at 15 cents per square foot.... 26,539 20 
43,430 square feet hammered, in 298 perches, in wings, at 15 cents per perch.. 6,514 50 
Cement for 4,178 perches hammered work, 5 perches to one cask, 886 casks, at 
rr OOD ov ckec is cvnswases (enkepamnGdcuwe ah ae Ue eal oy 2,508 00 
Sand for 836 casks, at 4 casks tu one load, 209 loads, at 60 cents per load.... 125 40 
Cement for 2,893 perches of rough masonry, in bottom and backing, 2 perches Hid 
to & caek,=ml, 406 canks, at $3 per cask ......ceccscvccescoccessscesene 4,338 00 1 
Sand for same, 361 loads, at 60 cents per-load............ cece cee cee ce ceaes 216 60 Me 
Lime for 15,092 perches rough masonry, 1 cask to 5 perches,==2,618 casks, at 4 
$1.374 per cask...... eee ees es bee esa batkekeweebsaee VibeaGeeeenes . 8,599 75 HE 
Sand for same, 2,618 loads, at 60 cents per load ........cccccccccccccvccecs 1,570 80 Hike 
Laying 4,178 perches hammered masonry, at $2 per perch......... eres --.- 8,356 00 Ha 
Laying 15,985 perches rough, in lime or cement, at $1 per perch..... ceecees - 15,985 00 a 
—— 163,818 74 Mi. 
1. Bricks and laying. Hs 
501,500 bricks, for resorvoir and culverts, at $6 per 1,000......... iebevenses BOOS ; 
OL CURES COUUPRE, BEDS POT COOK ooo is cies cece ecccnewenecesecacicceese ~. 1,503 00 mt 
126 loads of sand, at 60 cents per load...........ccrcsscccccesccveses coeee 75 00 he 
Laying, making mortar, centres, &c., at $4 per 1,000....... vaewees coecceces 2,006 00 TE 
ee 6,593 00 i] 
8. Turning gates. { 4 
Same Gh ToF CRACNOWE, 666 c ccc ccivcccccversceeccees eer vee err TT Teer TTT re avade 4,833 82 F 
9. Floating gate. i 1 
Same as for Charlestown. .......eeeeees er oe Tae CDth te deedaeteawnwes 10,458 &6 We | 
10. Banking up with earth. | i 
Same as for Charlestown..........-.- ee ee ree Tee Te eee TT eee Tee ee Tee eT 2,736 80 { 
11. Pier wharf. i 
This will be 60 feet wide, and 150 feet long, like that for Charlestown ..........+-e.eeee. 6,655 63 i ' 
12. Sheds, workshops, machines, &c. i 
i 
Dans wb Tat CI 5 inion ce een cee ce vee ewews ewer ee ee ee ee er 5,100 00 i N 
13. Miscellanies. a 
es Oe Ci POI oko ocsisiee ss ss ewncensweces {ANANKON eK Saeae ad Wewenesenabuea 7,303 55 ie 


oo 
5 
(a 
; 


14. Superintendence. 


For engineers, superintendence, overseers, XC..... cece cee c cee eeeceeeseeeeeceeeeeses 259,000 00 





$330,536 40 
Contingencies, 15 per cent....... eererrr rere veKween sie’ (itonehen chess ensenceeaagees 49,580 46 





Tutal estimate for Brooklyn....... FEET TTC T TT TTT TT Te TTT TTT TT eT Ce 





ESTIMATE FOR GOSPORT. 


1. Coffer dam. 


The coffer dam must be placed on the line g r z, as seen on the plan of the yard, at D, on account of 
the deep mud which constitutes the bank of the channel. In this place the piles will reach the bed of 
clay, and have a firm footing, which could not be obtained further from the shore. The piles to be 50 feet 
long, 16 inches square; the dam same width as for Brooklyn, and 233 feet long. 


358 piles, 16 inches square, 50 feet long.......... 792.07 tons. 
Waste, 10 per cent... .cececeeceees bob bee nee .. 19.20 tons. 








871.27 tons, at $7 per ton, $6,098 89 
Pointing, grooving, driving, &c., $7 each ....seceeseeerecacececeeecccesecs 2,506 00 


VOL. It 104 x 
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2 sets ribbons, one at top and one level with low water, 922 feet whole length, 


with waste,==18.08 tons, at $4 per ton........ (REECE OIE ORS $72 32 
72 32 


Dressing, pinning, &c., at $4 per ton co. cece cee cee reece eee ee eeererreeeees 
47 caps, 21 fect long, 16 inches square, with waste 48.04 tons, at $6 per ton.. 
Fitting and placing, at $1.25 cach 2... cee ec ee eee ec ee cece re ere cece eecees 


47 iron tie-bolts, as before, 6,353.98 Ibs., at 8 cents per Ib. ........ceeeecceee 508 3 
63 53 


288 24 
58 75 


Placing same, at 1 cent per ID. 2.0... cc cee cece cere e ene cece cece vaccess 
Filling the dam, allowing for the sinking of the mud, 15 feet deep, 233 long, and 


13.67 feet wide, (13.67 X 233 X 15) +27=1,769.5 cubic y yards, at 373 cents 


POE FOPDs 605666 d scene osb0b sss eke 6 ew eesoese 663 56 


Covering the dam with 3 inch pli ink, 23 3X] 8X 3—=1 2,582 square feet. 
Waste and fitting, 10 per cent............--+. 1,258 square feet. 





13,840 sq. ft., at 20 cts. pr ft. 276 80 
Embankment on the flats, average length 250 feet; mean depth, allowing cight 
feet for settling, 14 feet; top width, 10 feet, and mean width 31 feet, 


(250 X 14 X 31) +27=4,018.52 cubic yards, at 374 cents per yard........ 1,506 94 ; 
— $12,115 66 





2. ELereavation. 


-T 
+1 


Mean depth 36.68 feet, length 350, mean width 120 fect, (86.68 X 350 & 120) —27==57,05T. 


1 


cubic yards, at 374 cents per yard ........cccccccccccccsccccescscccseccsesscecs 21,396 66 


3. Draining. 
22,666 00 


SS EE A Lee Ee TE Ee ee ee a ee re 


4. Foundation of dock. 


to 


vseees 26,4889 


SeMNSewtatI ae ant NECHUORU Mee oy ore emus ne histo ola somes Geko ehh eae oe ee eeueuls 


Foundation of wing wall, 


This will be similar to Brooklyn, without excavation. ........ceecceeeceseees $1,734 33 
Excavation 28 feet deep, 120 long, width 14 feet, (120 * 28 & 14) ~—~2T=1, 742.22 
t's foe, \ ) ’ 


ees SAGs, BE OIE CONE PET FAN boise cacdcccisdsenisercvesesccvsees 
2,58T 66 


| 
i 
i: 
{ 
| 


6. Masonry of dock, entrance, and wing walls. 
14,957 perches for rough stone masonry, at $3.25 per perch ........00.e000+ 848,610 25 
3,880 perches for hammered stone masonry, at $10.60 _ PETCh. ccecccsesesss £1,128 OO 
1,028 perches rough, for 120 feet of wing wall, at $3.25 per perch............ 3,341 00 
298 perches for hammered stone masonry, at $10.60 per perch.........e..200. 3,158 80 
176,928 square fect, hammered, in 3,880 perches, at 15 cents per square foot... 26,539 20 
43,430 square feet, hammered, in 298 perches, wings, at 15 cents per square foot 6,514 50 
Cement for 4,178 perches, hammered work, 5 perches to 1 cask==836 casks, at 
; 98 80 
25 40 


a Es See ee ee Tree ee eT ee ee eT eC eT ee eT Teer ee Te ee 7 
Sand for 836 casks cement, at 4 casks to a load, 209 loads, at 60 cents per load ] 
Cement for 2,893 perches rough masonry, in bottom and backing, 2 perches toa 

ee, Coe Ce, RE OO ee OT CBOE bionic e ides boda desta eseeeeds oases 
Sand for cement, 361 loads, at 60 cents per load...... ccc cece c ccc cccccccces 
Lime for 13,092 perches rough masonry, 1 cask to 5 perches, 2,618 casks, at 

ee Ee EE CET COTTE ETT TEETER CLT TTT Te 
Sand for lime, eee sone, Os OP OME BEF 1608 ivi cic kinsvdsceesscscacsesse § 
Laying 4,178 perches hammered masonry, at $2 per perch. .....ceeeeeeeeeees 85356 00 
Laying 15,985 perches rough, in lime and cement, at $1 per perch.........6.+. 15,985 00 
————_ 166, 


4,771 80 
216 60 





3,999 To 
70 80 


90 


So 
=! 
Gr 


T. Brick, laying, ade, 
501,500 bricks, for reservoir and culverts, at $6.50 per 1,000................ $3,259 75 


) 
ee CORK DOtON, BE Gs.00 Per CHB. os. nese scccaccdsodedsccesecseccssess 1,688 GO 





{ 

H er eee En Oe OO COMME PE TN 6s 6b o's 0.5.0 bode ¥Sb a WeW serene ves owe aw 7) 00 

: Laying, making mortar, centres, &., at $4 per 1,000 .......... cece eee e cee ee 2,006 00 

, — 6,994 05 
8. Turning gates. 

a NL cb bce REEVES KEKE Ecos cee Raade ON OedKOKEEKS KeeNeeesesaeeeoe 4,833 82 


Floating gate. 
ee NE ok eecKEEEEC Ree RE ines reseeceeesisesacssissrstsmeecnses TOO 
10. Banking up with earth. 
i Le PEE PT OT ee her TT eT ere 2, 73¢€ 
1]. Pier wharf. 


This, on account of the worms, must be temporary only; but, as there is so little room at 
this yard, it will be necessary for landing materials; and, ‘therefore, it is put down the 
same as for Charlestown rere PKG ENESC ERE EO ODES ENS CEEHKERNCEK ONE RRO RODEO 6,655 63 


peepee onenaasa fein ances pe 
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12. Sheds, workshops, machines, &c. 
eT BRE ET GING a seers ce eesaee cus ne niGeesweiwisdedesivedeciccovecess FROM 
Miscellanies. 


Same as for Portsmouth ....... (iE CURLS TE DRIER AMOK DESO ERR ERROR SSee ee BEgeee OO 
BiG TODS GE COMMBBTEANTS NOUEE ooo vids sodcccrecccvecccsacceesscr..rtecese 1,000 00 
—_——_ 114, 305 55 


14. Superintendence. 























| 


PINOEL, UpSrINioneets, OVETROCTE, BC... 660 cascccnceseese«scvacessesetccescccceee 95500006 
$346,782 61 
CeIn tk SN No iii eke cadew sede eee Kesh Seecs ered etbeseeensseeccesicces SERIE 
a SRI oi ices oa s o Kee oNs Cees edere ae Coen esses sceescacns SOROpene ae 
ik anaes 
Estimates at— 
| 
\. = enn 
| Portsmouth. | Charlestown.;} Brooklyn. | Gosport. 
| i | 














1. For Coffer dam ........ceecceceeeee.| $11,271 24 | $14,487 56 | $10,328 03) $12,115 66 
ee 29.589 37 | 12,8338 25} 17,499 75 21,396 66 
D Pere .saisckecwesvesascsecas| 80,006 00 22,666 00 | 22,666 00 | 22; 666 00 
4, For foundation of dock ........eeeee. 26,360 72 | 45,458 22) 45,458 22) 45,458 22 
5. For foundation of wing walls......... 494 42) 1,582 15 | 2,084 20 | 2.387 66 
6. For masonry of dock entrance, &c.....) 145,336 20 | 132,992 70 163,818 74 | 166,675 90 
i. For bricks, laying bricks .......2000 6,168 99 | 6,655 49 | 6,593 00 | 6,994 05 
= ee eee ri 833 82 | 4,833 82/ 4,833 82| 4,833 82 
ee 10, 458 66 | 10,458 66 10,458 66 | 10,458 66 
BG, TOI OD) Bie oink ccc cece cwsscussews 2,736 80 | 2,736 80 | 2,736 80 | 2,736 80 
et eee 6,655 63 | 6,655 63 | 6,655 63 | 6,655 63 
12. Sheds, workshops, machines, &c.......| 5,100 00 5,100 00 | 5,100 00 | 5,100 00 
errr Tere Tee eee eee eee 7,303 55 | 18,856 28 | 7,303 55 | 14,303 55 


14. Superintendence ....e.cececeseeeee| 25,000 00 | 25,000 00 25,000 00 | 25,000 00 





| $303,975 40 | $310,316 56 | $330,536 40 | $346,782 61 
| 


| 
Contingencies 15 per cent..........+.| 40,996 31 46,547 48 | 49,580 46 | 52,017 36 





Total estimate for each yard ....... ws $349,571 71 $356,864 04 | $380,116 86 | 398,800 00 


| | 
{ | 
| | 


All the calculations for stones in the foregoing estimates are formed upon information obtained in 
the vicinity of the several dock yards, which scem to justify a belief that the amount cannot be exceeded. 
The lime and cement also are set down from safe data. The freight to Brooklyn of stones from Quincy, 
for the hammered work alone, will be about $1.25 per ton, taken at 14 cubie feet, and the stones will be 
delivered at the wharf for shipping, at 25 cents the eubie foot. The freight per ton to Norfolk will be 
$1.50; the cost, therefore, of stones for the hammered masonary, will be, at Brooklyn, $0.839 a cubic 
foot, or $8.40 nearly, per perch, in the rough state, and at Gosport, $0.3571 per foot, or $8.84 per perch. 
To these must be added, loss by hammering, taken at twenty per cent., which makes the cust of stones 
as they would measure when laid, for Brooklyn, $10.08 per perch, and Gosport $10.60; and upon these 
sums i have estimated. On all the other stone masonary, the same price of $3.25 per perch, when 
measured in the work, is retained for all the yards. 

I have assumed nearly the same data for the masonry and timber at Charlestown and Portsmouth. 
A great difference appears between the items of excavation and foundation of dock in the estimates; the 
amount of the former, at Portsmouth, being increased on account of rock, and of the latter being reduced 
by the omission of piling; the excess at Ch: ilestown on those objects, taken together, being about $4,000. 
A small variation takes place in the calculation of brick work, on account of the different prices at which 
bricks may be obtained, in the respective yards. On the price of lumber, labor, iron, composition, metal, 
or copper, no distinction is made; in many items, the same amount is retained for all the yards, ina belief 
that the sum will be required, with some slight modifications peculiar to each situation. Thus the drain- 
ing, foundation of dock, except at Portsmouth, gates, banking, pier wharf, sheds, &c., and miscellanies, 
excepting the comm: :ndant’s house at Gosport, and in addition to the old wharf and filling at C harlestown, 
are all dut down alike at their respective amounts, in each estimate. Fe removal of the commandant’s 
house at Gosport increases the amount of miscellanies, for that yard, $7,000. 

The pier wharf at Portsmouth would be made with the south side, or a continuation of the north side 
of the dock entrance. The exact position of the dock, at this yard, is not fixed, but nearly so, by the 
dotted lines on the plan. It may be found advisable to turn the head of the dock more towards the north, 
in which position, as well as that on the plan, deep water will be found close to the entrance of the docks, 
by clearing out some sand or clay which lies too high. The cost of this removal is put down at Charles- 
town at $555.50, as an item under miscellanies, and also retained under the same head for Portsmouth 
and the other yards. The matter at Brooklyn and Gosport to be removed is soft mud, and although 
more in quantity than that at the Charlestown yard, will be moved much more easily. 
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The new wharf at Charlestown, as well as at Portsmouth and Brooklyn, would be permanent and useful 
structures. At the former place, it would be, as mentioned in the estimate, on the north side the entrance. 
Upon the south side, an extension of the old wharfing would be an important improvement of the yard, so 
as to bring its north line to near the south line of the dock entrance. This, upon the data taken for 
estimating the new pier wharf, will amount to $4,228.53, the area being to that of the new pier as 5,962 
to 9,000. The whole filling between oa embankment on the north, and the old wharf behind the ship 
house, and extending down to the wing walls, would be 54,758 cubic yards, and the excavation for the 
dock is 32,222 yards, which leaves a deficit of about 29536 yards. T ‘he cost of this filling, $7,324.10, is 
added as an item in miscellanies. At Portsmouth, the excavation will be about equal to similar filling 
round the dock there. At Brooklyn and Gosport, the excavation will far exceed the necessary filling, in 
the manner proposed for Charlestown; the excess at the former being about 30,000, and, at the latter, 
nearly 50,000 cubic yards, which, in both cases, may be thrown out upon the flats, so as to add much to 
the extent of land. At Gosport, this circumstance is very important, on account of the present confined 
limits of the yard. 

The plan of the dock is formed at the entrance for two gates, one consisting of two leaves, to turn in 
the usual manner, and one for a floating gate, the plans, elevations, or sections of both of which are 
given on drawing No. 6. I have given a design for a floating gate upon a new principle, similar 
to one now used and approved of in France, conformable to a plan furnished by Commodore Morris, who 
has recently seen such in operation at the docks in Brest. Instead of dropping into grooves or rebates 
in the side walls, as formerly practiced, this is brought in, broadside, against the shoulders of the entrance 
walls, sunk to its rest by admitting water into the side boats, and is ke pt firm against the shoulders 
of the masonry, by the external pressure of the water, when the dock is drained. The turning gates are 
made in the common form, and, with the floating erate, furnish a safe protection against the entrance of 
the tide. Two setsof gates or euards seem on many accounts Indispensable. Should an accident happen 
to the gate, its machinery, or its bearings, if only one is used, great difficulties, expense, and delay must 
be incurred for repairs. If the masonry of the shoulders of the outer gate is faithfully executed, there is 
little chance of repairs being required, except the boat-gate itself, and when an accident happens to this, 
it may be taken into dock at any time, and repaired like a ship. The turning gates may require repairs, 
injury may occur to the mitre sill, the pivots, rollers, &c.; and without an outward defence against the 
tide, no repairs, in those parts, could be made. Each set of gates should be made strong enough to resist 
the whole pressure; but while they are in good order, the strain upon them may be relieved, by dividing 
the force of the whole head, so that the height of water on the inner gate shall be equal to the square 
root of half the square of the head upon the outer gate. Thus, if the water stands upon the outer floating 
gate at 27 feet depth, it should be a little over 19 feet on the turning gates, to produce equal pressures 
on both. 

On my arrival at each yard, a tide board was put up, for the purpose of ascertaining the general 
range of the tides, and to fix a level from which to reckon the soundings. A register was kept of the 
high and low water of the day tides, by some officer designated by the commandant, and although the 
registers extend to a month, or a little more only, the general character of the tides ‘may be observed as 


follows 


Highest tide. Lowest tide. Average. 
At Portsmouth, from September 4 to October 4............. 1Oft. Llin. 4ft. 1lin. ft. 44in. 
At Charlestown, from October 18 to December 5............ 14ft. din. Tift. 4in. 10ft. 34in. 
At Brooklyn, from September 20 to October 17............. 6ft. 6in. 3ft. Oin. 4ft.6 in. 
At Gosport, from November 1 to November 30.............* 4ft.  6in. 2ft. 3in. 3ft. 3 in. 


The first column, in feet and inches, shows the highest tide that occurred at the place, and within 
the period mentioned; the second column, the lowest tide, in like manner; and the third is the mean 
height of all the tides registered during the time specified at the respective yards. At Charlestown, a 
pretty regular table, from November, 1824, to this time, has been kept, and is now continued. By this 
it appears that, from November, 1824, with the exe eption of May, November, and the five intermediate 
months of 1825, down to last July, the mean height of monthly averages was 10 feet 4 inches; the highest 
tide during which time was is and the lowest 7 fect. At the other years, no registers have been regu- 
larly kept, with the exception of those given above. 

The depth of the dock, from the coping to the floor, is 803 feet, the mitre sill being 1 foot 3 inches above 
the floor. If the dock be placed so as to have the coping 4 feet t, as it should be at Charlestown and Ports- 
mouth, above ordinary high water, there will be a depth over the sill of 25 feet 3 inches, sufficient for 
any common ship of the line. But for docking some of the largest vessels at full draft, they should go in 
on spring tides. For the 74’s and frigates this depth is considered sufficient. At Brooklyn and Gosport, 
where there is much less elevation of spring tides, the ordinary high water line may be taken at 3 feet 
below the coping, and thus give one foot more, or 26 feet 3 inches depth over the sill. 

The reservoir, and discharging culverts, as before described, are designed to facilitate the docking 
of ships; the admission of water from the tide, either into the dock or reservoir, or from the dock to the 
latter, being commanded by draw-gates or shutters. When a ship is to be put into dock, the filling 
culverts are closed, as well as the passages from the dock to the discharging culverts and reservoir, and 
the water pumped from the latter. The ship is then admitted and the great gates shut. In this situation, 
the discharging gates may be drawn, and the water allowed to flow at pleasure into the discharging 
culverts and reservoir, which have been previously emptied, and thus in a few minutes the water 
lowered several inches in the dock, to hasten the shoring and produce an immediate pressure on the 
gates, so as effectually to prevent the admission of water and fix them steadily. The reservoir and 
culverts would contain above 17,000 cubic feet of water; the water in the dock, &c., supposed level with 
the top of the upper altar, or 4 feet below the coping, at 1 foot in depth, will be a little more than 21,000 
feet; and of this quantity, a ship of the line, admitted at full draft, would displace about 9,000 cubic feet; 
consequently, to reduce the water one foot when the ship is in dock, only 12,000 feet need be admitted to 
the reservoir and culverts, and the dock water may be lowered about 1 foot 5 inches to fill them. A 
complete command of the level, at the moment when a ship, especially a large one, is about to trust the 
blocks, and to require the placing of shores, seems very important; and this mode will give a more perfect 
control of the operation, for the first foot, than could be obtained by the best regulated pumps or 
machinery. 























1827.] DRY DOCK FOR THE NAVY. 829 





Under the head of contingencies, I have put down a larger amount than is usually done in such 
cases, but the difficult circumstances of the work required it. In every public undertaking of great 
magnitude, where much labor is to be performed within a small space, unavoidable interruptions and hin- 
drances occur, which can never be estimated beforehand, but which inevitably swell to an unexpected 
amount the real expenditure. In constructing a dock, no experienced workmen can be found in our 
country; it is wholly new here, even to engineers. A great mass of materials of various kinds must be 
crowded together, uear a deep excavation, surrounded with banks of earth; repeated removals and 
handlings of stone, timber, &c., the ruptures and defects of cautionary measures, to which hydraulic 
works are particularly exposed; the embarrassments and delays attendant on sinking so deep in porous 
earth near the tide; the loss of tools, machinery, &c., and a variety of accidents, are all circumstances 
tending to shake the confidence of the best calculator. There is no doubt, therefore, that the surplus of 
15 per cent will be drawn upon largely, if not wholly required in executing the proposed dock. With 
that sum, in the amount of estimates, there seems no doubt the desired work may be accomplished. 

Upon the whole, the construction of a dock, in either of the yards, is quite feasible, and nearly in 
the position indicated on the plan. The design has been to fix the sites, so that the wing wall on one 
side the entrance should be connected with the present wharf at each yard, as may be understood by 
inspection of the drawings. But the ground will admit of a variation from the one shown on the plan, 
as may be thought advisable hereafter; and, as the excess of excavation at Brooklyn and Gosport will 
furnish material for greatly enlarging the yard room, it may be best to place the dock, at the latter yard, 
further south, and that at the former, further east, so as to use the new embankment now making at G. 
H. instead of the one included in the estimate. The object of the new bank is to extend out to the 
channel, where it is intended to build a boat house, nearly on the spot represented by the dotted lines, 
where I propose erecting the pier wharf, in aid of the dock. As to the steam engine, I have only con- 
sidered the cost of one, for draining the works while building the dock. It will be used afterwards as a 
permanent and useful appendage to the yard; and, as its location depends upon the works to which it 
may be applied, such as sawing, blowing the forges, moving tilt hammers, steaming, grinding tools, 
turning lathes, or other machinery, I have left the expenses incident to its permanent establishment to 
the ordinary appropriations for improvement of the yards, where the various branches of work carried 
on will keep it mostly employed. It would probably be placed near the dock, and its connection with 
the pumps easily effected. 

Agreeably to your request, I had the honor of communicating, personally, with the Navy Commis- 
sioners, Commodores Bainbridge and Morris, on my way to and from Norfolk. To them I am indebted 
for much valuable information relative to docks, in various parts of Europe, which I have not seen. A 
plan of those at Brest, and of the new kind of floating gate, adopted there, were kindly furnished by 
Commodore Morris. The one I present, however, is different in form from the French docks, and I have 
endeavored to obviate the objections to which the side slips, in some of the English docks, are liable. I 
have placed them at the head, so as to afford an easy descent by them, and by the stairs, to either of 
two gangways, and to the bottom. I have made this modification of my former plan, and strove to 
render it such as to meet the views of the Navy Commissioners. If I have not succeeded, it is because 
I have not been able to recollect, fully, all their hints and wishes, rather than a fixed opinion that the 
one I propose is the best. At ali the navy yards, I experienced from the commanding officers their 
prompt and constant solicitude to aid in the surveys and examinations. It was the desire of the Navy 
Board that I should confer with the respective commandants, relative to the ground, the proposed sites, 
and other circumstances connected with the inquiries. This I have done in all cases, and the intercourse 
has afforded me great pleasure, and testifies their intelligence and zeal in the public service. 

With great respect, your obedieit servant, 
L. BALDWIN. 


Hon. Samver L. Sovrnarp, Secretary of the Navy. 
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